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New York Central System Historical Society 

 The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several former 
employees of the New York 
Central Railroad. The NYCSHS is 
chartered as a non-profit 
corporation under the laws of the 
state of Ohio. The vision of the 
NYCSHS is to be the preferred 
source of information and 
products related to the New York 
Central System. The mission of the 
NYCSHS is to perpetuate the 
legacy of the New York Central 
System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent with 
good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the preservation 
of New York Central railroad 
history with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. Member-
ship is open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership 

  

 
Board of Directors 

F. Bongiovanni, J. P. Burgess, J. 
Cannizzaro, J. Epperson, T.R. 
Gerbracht, S.H. Lustig, D.T. 
Mackay, R.C. McQueen, R.C. 
Schiring, P.N. Stoving, J.C. 
Suhs, M.K. Vescelus, N.F. 
Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett, R.L. 
Stoving 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor:  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Seth Lakin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, 
Ralph Schiring, Alex Schneider, Charles Newton, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, Vic 
Roman, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 625 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
5,000 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, S-scale, N-
scale, and O-scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale 
models to be released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for 
more information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/ 
We have released many new NYC models over the last ten years, but if you have some ideas for us, 
contact us at nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
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It’s great that the Society has a large collection of NYCS Drawings for much of the equipment 
operated over the years.  Unfortunately, we don’t have it all, but what we do have is a fantastic 
resource.  To that end, we receive quite a few inquiries from many members, NYC fans, and Model 
manufacturers.  We have a small cadre of knowledgeable folks who get tapped to try and help 
provide the correct information, when possible.  You can get an idea of what kinds of questions 
pop up if you visit our io group website https://groups.io/g/NYCSHS-Members/topics. 

Today’s question was about trying to select a proper whistle sound for a model decoder, for 
example.  

While we have the drawings on how to make the two common NYC whistles, we don’t have a 
recording of how they sound.  Maybe someday.  

One of the more perplexing questions regards the painting of hood style locomotives in the mid- 
50’s.  As modelers, we look to various references to determine the “rules” for how the railroad 
required the locomotives to be painted.  We take for granted that black cab units are for freight, and 
grey cab units are for passenger.  That logic isn’t applicable once you get to hood units.  It isn’t 
difficult to accept black hood units with steam generators, such as Alco RS-2 and 3’s, EMD GP7’s, 
Lima, and BLH road switchers, as they were somewhat “dual purpose”.  The wheels come off the 
wagon when you get to the DRS-9 series (GP9) that were delivered late 1955, early 1956. As freight 
units, you’d think they were black, but no, they were grey bodies.  Look as we might, we can’t find 
any drawing that confirms this.  To make matters more confusing, this is about the time many 
repainted switchers and freight road switchers started to appear with grey bodies as well.  It only 
proves that photographs must be used to determine what was, and when.  We have for example, 
drawing N-85350-J. It is for the DRSP-4 GP7’s.  The “J” version has the painting block crossed out 
and a reference to use DS-336 for painting.  We don’t have that drawing. As it is dated 1959, I’m 
guessing it’s a cigar band drawing.  Can anyone help us out? 

   

 

Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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As we end another year at NYCSHS, I hope that 2022 
provides more new NYCS models for our collections 
and layouts.  We have had a few really good ones this 
year, but the emphasis is on few.  

As I am preparing this edition, I see almost no new 
NYCS models being offered and the cost of everything 
going up. Shipping and handling are also increasing. 

Of course, there is some good news as we start the new 
year. We have several new NYCS books in stock in the 
Collinwood Shop and some new ones on the horizon. 

The online archive NYCS photos is increasing rapidly, 
and we just were given a unique collection of over 4,000 
photos. And we are working to add the Valuation Maps 
and drawings to the online capability in the Digital 
Shop. 

It is still a great time to be modeling the NYCS and we 
hope you take the time to share your modeling with us. 

If you have photos or models that you haven’t shared 
with us in past editions, please consider contacting us 
and adding your talent and articles to the many who 
have shown off their NYCS modeling in the past.  

If you are interested, please contact me at: 
nfwiddifield@nycshs.org or call me at 703-407-3059. Let 
us see what you model on the NYCS. 

It is with great sadness that I am informing you that our 
Associate Editor, Bob Shaw passed away this past 
month. You will find a tribute to Bob on the last two 
pages of this edition. 

Thanks, Noel 

   
 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose of 
providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –- 
all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales  but 
want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used for 
articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 480 
pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements 
and opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-Society-
302109173240295/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trgerbracht@nycshs.org             NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: dtmackay@nycshs.org 

 

 

 

From the Cab 



NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book 
Know Thy Early Mohawks 

By Tom Gerbracht 

• Detailed history of NYC Early
Mohawks (1916 - 1930) from official
Railroad Record Cards and official
NYC drawings

• Over 250 pages and 200 photographs,
many previously unpublished, data,
drawings and a 32-page color section

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
director and former president

• Hard cover with complete Early
Mohawks' history

• Limited publication run
• Very limited quantity of numbered and

signed copies available as a separate
store item

This	 hard	 cover	 book	 completely	
documents	 the	 New	 York	 Central’s	 early	
Mohawks,	built	in	the	period	1916	through	
1930.	 	 The	 early	 Mohawks	 became	 the	

standard	freight	hauler	on	the	railroad	and	
lasted	 into	 1957,	 the	 very	 end	 of	 the	
railroad’s	 steam	 operations.	 	 The	Mohawk	
type	 locomotive	 was	 the	 third	 type	 of	 the	
famous	 New	 York	 Central	 steam	
triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	 Hudsons,	
Mohawks,	and	Niagaras.		The	large	quantity	
of	 600	 Mohawks	 operated	 by	 the	 Central,	
and	 their	 long	 service	 life,	 requires	 two	
books	 to	 adequately	 describe	 and	
document	the	Mohawk	type.		The	final	book	
describing	 the	 triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	
“late”	Mohawks,	 is	 on	 schedule	 for	 release	
in	2020.	

Know	 Thy	 Early	 Mohawks	 describes	 the	
original	 landmark	 design	 and	 its	 evolution	
through	the	L-2D	class	of	1930.		The	design	
is	 compared	 with	 predecessor	 freight	
locomotives	 used	 by	 the	 Central	 and	
contemporary	 Mountain	 types	 used	 by	
other	 major	 railroads.	 	 The	 book	 contains	
over	200	high	quality	photographic	images,	
many	 previously	 unpublished,	 and	 data,	
drawings,	 and	 documentation	 from	 the	
official	 New	 York	 Central	 files	 that	will	 be	
useful	 to	 modelers	 and	 historians.	 	 A	 32-
page	color	section	is	included.	

Available in Collinwood Shop 

MSRP  $79.95 NYCSHS Members $63.96 

Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers 
and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	Treasurer@NYCSHS.org

6



ORDER FORM     Know Thy Early Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required)_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: Treasurer@NYCSHS.org 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Early Mohawks 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member               Ohio 
Member Price  Sales Tax 
$63.95 $79.95  

 Shipping & Handling 
    Cost 

    $12.00 8% 
 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio Sales 

Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
Treasurer@NYCSHS.org for shipping cost. 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	Treasurer@NYCSHS.org	
7



NYCSHS Announces Another New Exciting Book 
Know Thy Late Mohawks 

By Tom Gerbracht 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society announces the final 
book of the Central’s steam power 
triumvirate.  This hard cover book 
completes the documentation of the 
New York Central’s Mohawk class, the 
L-3 and L-4 Mohawks.

• Detailed history of the late Mohawk
design of 1940, and the final L-4
design of 1942, using official railroad
records and drawings, and profusely
illustrated using an outstanding
collection of high-quality 
photographs from the Society’s 
Collection and other collections, 
many previously unpublished 

• Over 300 pages and photographs,
including a 32-page color section

• Informative captions
• Useful to modelers and historians

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
Director and former President

• Limited production run, hard cover,
using the best paper stock and
outstanding photo reproduction, and
sewn binding for permanency

• Very limited quantity of numbered
and signed copies available as a
separate store item

The book describes and illustrates the 
original late Mohawk design, and the 
evolution of the basic design that 
resulted in the L-4 Mohawk, perhaps 
the best dual service two-cylinder 
steam locomotive design ever 
developed.  Included is a separate 
section on late Mohawk tenders, one of 
the secrets of the Mohawk’s success.  
Oddities are identified, and the final 
days of late Mohawk operation are also 
fully documented, including last runs.  
The late Mohawk design is compared 
with contemporary steam designs used 
by other railroads in the Central’s 
service area. 

• All proceeds donated to the NYCSHS
• MSRP  $89.99 NYCSHS Members

$71.99
• Limited number of signed and

numbered copies $250.00
• Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers

and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio
Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	Treasurer@NYCSHS.org
8



ORDER FORM     Know Thy Late Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Signed & Numbered Copies__________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: Treasurer@NYCSHS.org 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Late Mohawks 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member               Ohio 
Member Price  Sales Tax 
$71.99                89.99 

 Shipping & Handling 
       Cost 
   $12.00 8% 

Limited number of signed and numbered copies:  $250.00 

 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio 

Sales Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
Treasurer@NYCSHS.org for shipping cost. 
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PPeettee  LLaaGGuuaarrddiiaa’’  LLyyoouutt  ––  AA  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCssnnttrraall  OOppeerraattiinngg  SSeessssiioonn                                                        Page 51  

  
Pete’s interests are in operations using TT & TO.  Recently he moved into his retirement home 
with his wife, Marie, and built a 30 x 35 HO-scale railroad.  Pete’s background in electronics 
has assisted him in wiring his layout and preparing his basement for DCC operations.   
He’s an active member of Northern Virginia Round Robin Operations Group which meets bi-
monthly at member’s homes.  This is Pete’s second article in the NYCentral Modeler. 
Pete is working on achieving his Master Model Railroad Certificate (MRR) by the NMRA. He 
has completed six of the seven certificates and is currently working on Master Builder Cars, 
which is the last and final to complete his achieving his MRR. 
  

DDaavvee  SSttaapplliinn  ––  UUppggrraaddiinngg  aanndd  AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg  aa  BBrraanncchhlliinnee  CCooaacchh,,  PPaarrtt  22              Page 57                

 
 
His first employment in the rail industry was during summers with the P&LE in Pittsburgh, 
where his family had moved in 1960.  His major in Civil Engineering at the University of 
Michigan was inspired by Alfred Perlman, the president of New York Central.  After 
graduation, he worked for 45 years in the rail industry with Penn Central, the United States 
Railway Association, Conrail, Seaboard System (became CSX), Amtrak, and the American 
Railway Engineering Association.  He retired in June of 2015 and is doing some part-time 
consulting.  Married in 1973, he and wife, Jane, raised two daughters, Jennifer and Alison.   
 
Dave’s modeling of the New York Central goes back to 1960. He has made presentations on 
passenger car modeling at two of the Society’s annual meetings.  
  

SStteevvee  LLaasshheerr//RRuussss  WWeeiiss  ––  WWnnooww  SSwwiittee  AAnndd  TThhee  DDeevveenn  SSwwaarrvveess  ((PPlluuss  AA  FFeeww  MMoorree))        Page 64                                                                                                                   

      

Steve Lasher was born in Cleveland; he developed an early interest in the 
NYC. After stints of working for the Rock Island and then Cotton Belt, a career 
change led to a 30-year career in nursing. He currently resides in 
Jeffersonville, IN and derives great pleasure from making Russ Weis cringe 
with new improvements and projects. 
 

Like most of us, Pete got his first Lionel train set at a young age.  Growing 
up in the Bronx, all he could do is run the train around a circle on the 
living room floor.  However, it captured his imagination and interest in 
trains grew as he got older.   

Dave was born in Rochester, New York, the grandson of William Ray 
Staplin, a New York Central employee for almost 50 years.  Besides trips 
back and forth on the train to Utica, where his grandparents lived, his 
father would take him to watch trains near the GRS plant in West 
Rochester. 
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BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  IIddeeaass  TToo  LLiigghhtt--UUpp  YYoouurr  LLaayyoouutt                                                                                        Page 68                                                                  

  
 
Bob liked to talk trains with friends as a member of NYCSHS, TCA (Train Collectors 
Association) and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society). 
 
Bob wrote 22 previous layout articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout and 
restoring Lionel engines. In Part 23 of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob discusses 
bringing unused space in the corner of his layout back to focus by adding a busy farm.    He 
retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, 
Bob lived in Ann Arbor, MI. He passed away on December 16, 2021.  He is survived by his 
wife Wanda, sons, Kevin & Thomas, daughters-in-law, Margaret, & Vonnda, granddaughter, 
Katy, and grandson Emerson.  
  

NNooeell  WWiiddddiiffiieelldd  ––  TThhee  NNYYCCeennttrraall  MMooddeelleerr  TTooooll  SShhoopp                Page 76  

  

  
 
He served 20 years in the USAF flying aircraft and after retirement worked in the 
defense/intelligence industry retiring as the COO of a Northrop Grumman company. He then 
started his own company, grew it, and then sold it after another 15 years. He and his wife, 
Ann, also a NYCSHS sustaining member, have two children, five granddaughters and twin 
great-grandchildren.   

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest in the New York Central 
began as a boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as 
they drove by the huge ALCO Works.  He marveled at the massive new 
engines, many with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa left a 
“real” Lionel 2026 steam engine set under the tree later that year. 

Russ Weiss is a retired airline pilot, but he always had a love of trains. 
Growing up in the Detroit area, his father at my request would take him to 
the Michigan Central station to watch the trains come and go. It is no wonder 
why he wanted to model the New York Central with Buffalo being the main 
focal point of the layout for all the possibilities with operations. 
 

Noel has been a director in the NYCSHS since 2011 and has served as 
the Business Manager/Tresurer since 2013. He is also the editor of this 
magazine and webmaster of the Society’s website, MailChimp, Survey 
Monkey, and he supports several other functions for the Society. 
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DDeennnniiss  RReeggaann  &&  BBoobb  KKeeeelleerr  ––  22002211  SStt..  LLoouuiiss  RRaaiillrrooaadd  PPrroottoottyyppee  MMooddeelleerrss’’  MMeeeett    
CCaarrll  WWeesssseell,,  FFrraannkk  BBoonnggiioovvaannnnii,,  &&  CChhuucckk  BBeeaarrggiiee                                                                              Page 86 

  
 
 
RRuussss  BBrriiggggss  ––  BBuuiillddiinngg  AA  NNYYCC  MMaarrkk  IIIIII  FFlleexxii--VVaann  IInn  OO--SSccaallee                                      Page 92    

    
I got my interest.   For a while I was into O-Scale high rail and then I had and HO-scale basic layout. I 
came back to O-scale in 1980, but this time in 2-rail.    

RRiicchhaarrdd  KKaarrnneess  ––  11993388  NNYYCC  2200tthh  CCeennttuurryy  LLiimmiitteedd  iinn  SS--SSccaallee                          Page 99 

  
 
birthday and has been an NYC modeler ever since. Dick has authored many modeling articles, 
edited feature columns in a couple of hobby magazines, and edited two S scale periodicals as 
well. His 20th Century Limited model featured herein is the culmination of a lifelong vision.    
Dick has an article, “Consider S-Scale” in the Dec. 2021 NMRA magazine. 

IImmaaggiinnee  YYoouurrsseellff  PPiiccttuurreedd  HHeerree  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTiittllee  ooff  YYoouurr  AArrttiiccllee  aanndd  PPaaggee  ##  
We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do, and our readers would love to hear about 
your layout, collection, and your modeling skills. 
 
All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write about 
it.  Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something for your 
hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If you have a 
collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then just write about 
how and why you have collected what you have. 
We are prepared to help you do this.  All you need to do is contact us and we will provide the 
help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us. 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 

The NYCSHS participated in the Fourteenth Railroad Protype 
Modelers Meet (St. Louis RPM Meet) on July 30th and 31st, 2021 at 
the Gateway Center in Collinsville, IL. Dennis and Bob have 
represented the Society for many years and all five representing us 
are members of the NYCSHS.    
 

Dick Karnes grew up in Teaneck, NJ, mere blocks from the NYC’s four-
track River Division. As a child, he spent lots of time train-watching, which 
occasionally included a freight switching at the local coal facility. Dick was 
thrilled to receive an American Flyer NYC Hudson set for his tenth 
 

Like many modelers, I was exposed to trains when was in elementary school.  My 
best friends’ father had a Lionel layout in his basement, complete with heavy-duty 
ZW transformer and steam engines that smoked and whistled.  He also had the 
aluminum passenger cars with the silhouette people in the windows.   This is where 
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Hall of Heroes- We have one new author to receive our NYCSHS 

Magazine Writer T-Shirt for his  
first article in the magazine. 

There is one author, Dick Karnes in this edition, who gets a t-shirt in this edition. 
Dick has actually had one other article for us but that was before we provided T-Shirts 

This edition has several veteran writers for the NYCentral Modeler!!! 

 
Why don’t you write one for us???  

NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
Tell us what you think this might be and what it is used for. If you are really good, you can tell us 
the company who made it and where that company was located. Send your answers to 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
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NYC Lines Magazine June 1924 

  

 

  
 

Order Your Copy Of This Fascinating Collection 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Some of the more great photos and ads from the 
New York Central Lines Magazine

 
Above is a picture of the second steam wrecking crane built by the Industrial Company, Bay 
City, MI, which was first used on the Canada Division of the Michigan Central in November 
1884. 
 

 
Vast storage piles awaiting transport on the Ashtabula and Buffalo Dock Company docks in 
Cleveland, OH. 

 
Be Sure To Order Your Copy Of This Fascinating Collection 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Did Your Grandfather or Great-Grandfather Work Here? 

 
 

Or see these in the NYCL magazine for employees? 
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The newest collection of NYCS locomotive photos. 
Now on Flash Drives!!! 

 

 
This CD contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a 
small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS 
Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority of archive photo collection comes 
from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central 
Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the 
NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were 
sometimes referred to as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes 
a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s. An Excel spreadsheet is included with all of 
the information available for each photo. (Not always a lot of information as the 
photographers did not always leave good documentation.) The spreadsheet has links that 
take you directly to the photos. (The links do not work on Mac computers because for 
some reason Microsoft chose to disable this capability.)  

This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCSHS 
archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this collection of images from the NYCSHS archives. This collection 
contains 165 images.     https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html 
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                            Don’ Miss This One!! 

         
NYC Locomotive Photo Collection “Streamliners” 

 
You can find it at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-

Collections_c_163.html 
Or just look in the Shop under the Digital Photos section. 

 
Union Station Products Passenger Components 

(N-, HO-, S-, & O-Scale) 

 
 Union Station Products makes passenger car sides that enable you to model your favorite 
railroad's passenger cars. All sides are undecorated in white styrene and come with window 
glazing. Most sides will also come with floor plans and a photo of the car. They require a 
core kit or donor r-t-r car to complete. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Union-Station-Products-_bymfg_67-0-1.html 

This is a publicity 
shot of the ALCo-
Schenectady, NYC 
K-5b, #4915, James 
Whitcomb Riley, 
shot at Chicago, IL. 

Watch for an additional 
announcement for other 
up-coming additions to 
the expanding collection 
of NYC Locomotive 
digital photos on flash 
drives. 
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This has been a tough year for new NYC models.  
Supply chain issues have prevented models 
manufactured from reaching the US. Once they 
arrive offshore, they have not been able to 
unload and once they are unloaded there are no 
trucks or drivers to haul them. 
 
In addition, it seems that manufacturers are 
unwilling to make many new NYS models as 
there seem to be fewer and fewer modelers 
modeling the NYC. 
 
Many models that have been announced over 
the past couple of years have not been produced, 
so that per-orders have gone unfilled.   
 
Despite numerous attempts by our Modelers’ 
Committee to suggest new models to 
manufactures, all have been shunned. And 
attempts to work to develop models or 
components using 3-D printing have failed 
because of the high cost of making them that 
way. 
 
And as always, while there have been some HO-
scale models produced, there have been 
virtually none offered in Z-, N-, S-, and O-
scales. 
 
Despite all these factors, we introduced those 
models that have come out and we share them 
with you below. 
HO-Scale Locomotives 
Atlas

 
NYC Fairbanks-Morse H15-44 

In the late 1940s, the design team at Fairbanks-
Morse (FM) set out to develop an 8-cylinder 

1,500-horsepower all-purpose road switcher 
using their opposed-piston diesel engine design. 
By September 1947 FM had produced the first 
H15-44 locomotive in the form of Demonstrator 
“FM 1500”. The hood-unit style body included 
distinctive features such as slightly sloped ends, 
rounded corners, oval cab-side windows and a 
raised, rounded headlight base on each end. The 
first purchaser of the H15-44 was Monon, who 
quickly bought both the demonstrator and the 
second unit built in December 1947. Three units 
were then built for Rio Grande before additional 
demonstrators were produced later in 1948.  

Before production ended in mid-1949, a total of 
35 units had been built, with Jersey Central 
owning the most units (14 total). By 1950 other 
builders had increased the horsepower of their 
competing road switchers, and FM responded 
with the 8-cylinder 1,600-horsepower H16-44 
model. The earliest units were externally very 
similar to the previous H15-44. MKT 1591 was 
initially ordered as an H15-44, but was 
upgraded to 1,600hp during production. The 
first true production H16-44s were ordered by 
Jersey Central. Several large railroads 
purchased this model, including Santa Fe, New 
York Central, Southern, and Pennsylvania.  

A total of 99 units would be produced before 
production of the “phase I” version ended in 
December 1952. FM continued to produce H16-
44s with phase II and III body styles through 
1963. The model represents the “phase I” body 
style of both the H15-44 and H16-44 that was 
produced between 1947 and 1952. Options 
include FM or AAR truck side frames, high or 
low-mounted headlights, early or late-
production phase 1 hoods, and a removable fuel 
tank skirt. 

Features: 
• Bi-directional red and green LED marker 
lamps that work in DCC and analog mode 
• Realistic die-cast underframe 
• Five-pole skewed armature motor with dual 
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flywheels for optimum performance at all 
speeds 
• Directional lighting 
• Factory-equipped with AccuMate® knuckle 
couplers 
• Etched metal radiator grilles and painted 
crew figures 
• Separately-installed scale windshield wipers 
and fine scale handrails 
• Separately-applied coupler cut levers and 
trainline hoses 
• Separately-applied fuel tank skirt as 
appropriate by railroad 
• AAR-B or FM-style truck sideframes as 
appropriate 

MSRP Silver (DC) $169.95 Gold (DCC Sound) 
$279.95 Expected Delivery Past 
No longer available in the Collinwood Shop 
 
MTH – TrainWorld

 
NYC (?)GP-9 Pacemaker Scheme (You must 
be kidding again!!!) 
Features 
• Durable ABS Body 
• Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel 
Tank 
• Metal Chassis 
• Metal Handrails and Horn 
• Metal Body Side Grilles 
• Detachable Snowplow 
• (2) Hand painted Engineer Cab Figures 
• Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
• (2) Remote-Controlled Proto-Couplers 
• Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
• Directionally Controlled Constant 

Voltage LED Headlights 
• Lighted LED Cab Interior Light 
• Illuminated LED Number Boards 
• Lighted LED Marker Lights (2) 
• Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motors 

• Operating ProtoSmoke Diesel Exhaust 
• Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
• Locomotive Speed Control In Scale 
MPH Increments 
• Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail 
• Conversion Capable 
• 1:48 Scale Proportions 
• Proto-Sound 3.0 With Digital 
Command System Featuring Freight 
Yard Proto-Effect 
• Operates On O-31 Curves 
Offered exclusively by TrainWorld 
 
Although this locomotive is a very good model, 
it has no resemblance to anything the NYCS 
ever ran. No locomotive was ever painted 
Pacemaker colors. It is amazing that 
manufacturers put out things like this but won’t 
produce accurate NYC models for sale. There 
have been several releases of these “Fantasy” 
models lettered for the NYCS. There must be a 
market, but not sure why. As we noted in the 4th   
Qtr. 2012 NYCentral Modeler it is offered in O-
scale. 
 
MSRP $519.99 Expected Delivery TBD – 
Pre-Order 
 
HO-Scale Rolling Stock 
Accurail 

 
NYC&HR Railroad 41’ Steel Gondolas 
Single or 3-Car sets 
 
MSRP $19.98 Expected Delivery TBD – 
Pre-order 
 
Atlas 
NYC 14 Section Sleeper

 



 

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2022 21 

During the heyday of long-distance passenger 
trains, the Pullman Company produced many 
different configurations of sleeper cars designed 
to attract the traveling public. Originally built 
between 1925 and 1930, Pullman Plan 3958, the 
14-section sleeper, was targeted toward the 
budget-conscious traveler and sacrificed the 
individual privacy of an enclosed room for a 
lower fare. Featuring 14 paired seating areas 
which at night were converted into upper and 
lower berths separated from the center aisle by 
heavy curtains, and from the next section by a 
thin wall, these cars maximized the number of 
passengers a sleeping car could carry and could 
double extremely well as coach cars for daytime 
use. Due to their economy of operation, many of 
these cars lasted in US service well into the 
1960s or found second lives operating on 
Mexican rails into the 1970s and 1980s. 

Features: 
• Full interior detailing 
• Scale operating diaphragms 
• Prototype-appropriate Air Conditioning 
details 
• Full, separately-applied underbody detail 
(brake piping, steam traps, brake rigging, etc.) 
• Scale window glass 
• Detailed prototypical trucks with free-rolling 
metal wheels 
• Recommend 24” Radius Minimum 
• AccuMate® couplers 

MSRP $72.95 Expected Delivery Past 
No longer available in the Collinwood Shop 

Intermountain

 

NYC 42’ Fishbelly Flatcar 

Features: 

• Accurate painting and lettering 
• Multiple road numbers 
• Metal wheelsets 

• Metal Knuckle couplers 
• Multiple road numbers 

MSRP $39.95 Expected Delivery Summer 2022 
Available in the Collinwood Shop 
 
Rapido 

 
NYC Sleeper Coach 
In the mid 1950s, with passengers quickly switching 
to airline traveler or the private automobile, the Budd 
company devised the Slumbercoach as an 
economical way to attract overnight passengers back 
to the rails. With a capacity of 40 passengers in a 24 
single room plus 8 double room plan, the 
Slumbercoaches offered a lower cost alternative 
positioned between coach seating and a first class 
bedroom on overnight runs. A single aisle in the 
center of the car was flanked by the single and double 
rooms on each side. 
 
With 18 cars built new between 1956 and 1959, these 
cars with their distinctive staggered windows could 
be seen on some of the USA's most famous trains 
such as the North Coast Limited, Denver Zephyr, 
National Limited, Texas Eagle, and many more. 
 
As delivered, the 18 car Slumbercoach fleet was 
comprised of the following: 
Baltimore & Ohio, 5 cars, Chicago, Burlington, and 
Quincy, 4 cars, Missouri Pacific, 1 car, New York 
Central, 4 cars, Northern Pacific, 4 cars. 
 
The entire fleet would end up with Amtrak in the 70s 
and 80s with all cars converted to head end power. 
Most lasted into the mid to late 90s when they were 
finally retired and replaced with more modern 
equipment such as the Superliner II and Viewliners. 
Most of the fleet still exists today in various states 
including in museum collections and in private 
ownership. 
 
Features: 

• Designed from original blueprints  
• Full Rapido level of underbody detail 

 including separate pipes and conduits 
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• Full multi-color interior detail including 
 roomette doors 

• Constant track-powered interior lighting 
(DC and DCC) 

• Accurate GSC 41-NDO-11 trucks with 
disc brake detail 

• Etched-metal end gates and sprung 
diaphragms 

• Rapido’s renowned stainless-steel finish 
• Separately applied name boards 
• Comes in four road numbers 

MSRP	$119.95	Expected	Delivery	TBD	
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
 
Tangent 

 
NYC Bay Window Caboose Lot 782 Century 
Green Repaint with Cigar Band Logo 
 
New York Central (NYC) “Lot 782 Century 
Green Repaint with Large NYC Logo 1964+” 
represents the most common repaint scheme 
applied by New York Central to the Lot 782 
class. These cabooses were shopped at NYC’s 
Beech Grove Shops in Indiana. The rebuilt Lot 
782 caboose changes included electrical lighting, 
a battery charging system, and new oil stoves, 
along with new Century (“Jade”) Green paint 
and a new number series. These cabooses 
feature the large NYC “cigar band” logo on the 
left side of the car and the NYC font stencils on 
the cupola. The fully painted interior features 
black seats and stove, and Century green 
cabinets and walls which was the repainted 
interior color when these cabooses were 
shopped. This scheme is available in four 
prototypically accurate numbers, each with 
minute differences in stenciling placement!  
New York Central (NYC) “Lot 782 Century 
Green Repaint with Large NYC Logo 1964+” 

Product: Despatch Shops Inc. NYC Lot 782 – N7 
Class Steel Bay Window Caboose 
Scale: HO Scale 1:87.1 Truck: Tangent 70-ton 
Gould plain-bearing trucks with separate brake 
beam part Wheels: CNC-machined standard 
RP25 .110” tread 33” wheels DC/DCC Lighting  

Features: 

• Ready to Run models with full paint and 
lettering – what you see is what you get! 
(Undecorated kits also available if you 
like to build your own) 

• Highly correct “true to life” colors 
• “Hyper-Accurate” lettering including 

exact fonts and lettering placement 
• Wire grab irons and coupler lift bars to 

withstand handling and provide a 
uniform color appearance 

• Stand-off ladders 
• See-through running boards, crossover 

platforms, and brake platforms 
• Interior detailing where applicable 
• Road-specific details and variations 

applied to match prototypes 
• Separate air hoses 
• Scale (actual) Kadee® couplers so you 

don’t have to “swap-out” junk plastic 
couplers 

• Free-rolling trucks with metal wheels 
and proper weighting so the models 
operate as good as they look – they look 
like museum-quality models but can be 
operated with no issues  

• Came in four road numbers but only two 
still available from Tangent 

MSRP $114.95 Expected Delivery Past 
No longer available in the Collinwood Shop 
and sold out at Tangent Models 
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B&A Bay Window Caboose Lot 782 Delivery 
Brown with White NYC Logo 

Boston and Albany (B&A) “Delivery Brown 
with White Logo 1949+” replicates the as-
delivered paint scheme as applied by Despatch 
Shops Incorporated to the B&A versions of 
these cabooses. Did you really think we would 
leave Boston & Albany out of our first run? 
These cars feature the classic 1949 white NYC 
graphics, with the distinctive “B&A” instead of 
“NYC” under the bay window.  The fully 
painted, green interior is illuminated with LED 
lights.  The model includes scale-size (unlit) oil 
lanterns mounted on one end on the corner 
railing posts.   This scheme is offered in two 
road numbers. Product: Despatch Shops Inc. 
NYC Lot 782 – N7 Class Steel Bay Window 
Caboose. 

Features: Same as Tangent caboose above. 

MSRP $114.95 Expected Delivery Now 
No longer available in the Collinwood Shop 
but still available from Tangent Models 
 

 
NYC Bay Window Caboose Lot 782 Delivery 
Brown with White NYC Logo 1949+ 

New York Central (NYC) “Delivery Brown 
with White Logo 1949+” replicates the as-
delivered paint scheme as applied by Despatch 
Shops Incorporated.  These cabooses represent 

the original NYC brown paint with white 
stenciling.  All the original 1949 classic white 
NYC graphics are present, even down to the 
tiny “packed” data and DSI builder stencil.  The 
fully painted, green interior is illuminated with 
LED “warm” lights to replicate incandescent 
bulbs.  The model includes scale-size (unlit) oil 
lanterns mounted on one end on the corner 
railing posts. We know NYC modelers have 
been patiently waiting for this caboose, the 
critical final car on NYC trains from 1949 
forward.  They offered this scheme in four road 
numbers! 

MSRP $114.95 Expected Delivery Past 
No longer available in the Collinwood Shop 
and sold out at Tangent Model 
 
Undecorated Lot # 782 DSI Bay Window 
Caboose 1963+ (NYC-PC-Early CR) 
 
A fully unassembled kit version of the 
modernized 1963+ era Lot 782 DSI 
caboose.  This kit features a full running 
board on the roof as well as the roof vents, 
battery box, and other upgrade features 
from the NYC Beech Grove Shops upgrade 
program.   
 
The kit also includes extra part variations 
for St. Louis Car railings, end walkways and 
underframe details.  This caboose kit covers 
the 1963+ NYC era, PC era before running 
board removal as well as some early CR 
paint jobs.   
 
This is a starting path to a custom built 1963 
DSI Lot 919 caboose!  This kit is UNLIT — 
no electronics are included.  It is perfect for 
those who want to build their own cars or 
want to customize their own lighting circuit 
options.  Ready for painting and lettering 
for a prototype or your own private 
road.  This kit includes Tangent Gould 70T 
plain bearing caboose trucks with power-
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pickup and 33″ standard 110 tread CNC 
wheels.  You supply your own favorite 
couplers. 
 
MSRP $69.95 Available now on Tangent 
website 
 https://www.tangentscalemodels.com/ 
 
HO-Scale Structures 
Yelton Models 

 
Marion AC Tower Kit 
HO-scale model kit based on the Marion Union 
Station interlocking tower that controlled the 
complex interlocking Marion, OH between the 
NYC, N&W, PRR, C&O and EL. This model is 
3D printed in Resin.  
 
This kit comes in three pieces with a small bit of 
interior detail on the inside. The kit also comes 
with relay and signal boxes that sat at the 
bottom of the tower.  
 
MSRP $85.00 Expected Delivery Now 

 
https://www.facebook.com/YeltonModels/ 
 
Shapeways 

 
NYC-LS&S Harp Switchstand 

Product Description 

Ten Lake Shore & Michigan Southern/New 
York Central/Penn Central/Conrail “Harp” 
Switchstands. 
 
Features: 
Each kit includes seven different targets and 
three styles of switch lamp. Five of the stands 
have the handle thrown to the left side, five 
have the handle thrown to the right side. Shims 
are included to allow for easy mounting on 
commercial HO turnouts like Atlas or Peco. 
 
A magnifying headset (Optivisor) and a 
precision sprue cutter like the Intermountain 
BB-1015, Micro-Mark #82393 or UMM-USA 
GMT01 are required to cut the parts from the  
support framework. 
 
MSRP $30.00 Expected Delivery Now 
https://www.shapeways.com/ 
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O-Scale Locomotives 
MTH – Trainworld Exclusive

 
NYC – Brooklyn Terminal SW-8  
EMD's	 800-hp	 SW-8s	 and	 1,200-hp	 SW-9s	
both	debuted	in	1950,	marking	the	next	stage	
in	 the	 evolution	 of	 one	 of	 railroading's	
longest-lived	 diesel	 families.	 The	 first	 SW-
class	 engine,	 the	 600-hp	 SW1,	 appeared	 in	
1939,	and	the	SW	units	remained	in	the	EMD	
catalog	 until	 the	 1,000-hp	 SW-1000	 was	
finally	retired	in	1986.	With	the	"SW"	in	the	
name	denoting	that	 the	engine	was	built	 for	
switching	 duties,	 it	 never	 needed	 the	 high	
horsepower	 ratings	 of	 road	 diesels.	 They	
could	 be	 paired	 with	 cab-less	 "calf"	 units	 in	
the	 classic	 cow	 and	 calf	 configuration	 if	 a	
particular	job	needed	more	power.	
	
Features:	

• Detailed, Durable ABS Body 
• Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 
• Metal Chassis 
• Metal Handrails and Horn 
• Authentic Paint Scheme 
• Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
• (2) Remote-Controlled Proto-Couplers 
• Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 

• Directionally Controlled Constant 
Voltage LED Headlight 

• (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped 
Motors 

• Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
• Locomotive Speed Control In Scale 

MPH Increments 
• 1:48 Scale Proportions 

• Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital 
Command System Featuring Freight 
Yard Proto-Effects 

• Unit Measures: 12” x 2 1/2” x 3 1/2” 
• Operates On O-27 Curves  

The NYC never had any SW-8s lettered like 
this! 

MSRP $359.99 Expected Delivery January 
2022 (Special Pre-Order Only) 

https://www.trainworld.com/ 

O-Scale/Gauge Rolling Stock 2- or 3-Rail 
Atlas 

 
RES 53’6” Express Reefer 
At one time, the express refrigerator car was a 
common component of the nation’s passenger 
trains. These cars provided fast delivery of 
perishable, high value crops and goods that 
demanded the speediest service the railroads 
could deliver. Since many of the cars were 
equipped with collapsible ice bunker bulkheads, 
the cars could double in mail and express 
package service. The General American 53’ 6” 
Wood Express Refrigerator cars were among 
the most common cars of this type used in the 
US. Not only were they used by many class 1 
railroads in express mail and passenger service, 
they were perhaps best known in the liveries of 
the express companies, such as American 
Railway Express and Railway Express Agency. 
Features Include:  
 
Features: 
• Sprung diecast GSC Commonwealth 
express car trucks 
• All metal ladders, stirrups and grab irons 
• Detailed underframe 
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• Opening doors and roof hatches 
• Accurate painting and lettering 
• Approximate length: 13.5” 
• Minimum radius curve (2-Rail): 36” 
Comes in two road numbers 
Note: Atlas O body mounted scale couplers 
can be used on both 2-rail and 3-rail 
versions. 

MSRP 2-Rail $90.95 3-Rail $85.95 Expected 
Delivery Past 

 

Atlas Premier O-Gauge NYC Snowplow 3- 
Rail 

Features:  

• Metal Wheels and Axles  
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  
• Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  
• Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  
• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
• Needle-Point Axles  
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions  
• Stamped Metal Floors  
• Separate Metal Handrails  
• Operates On O-31 Curves (3-Rail) 

MSRP $85.95 Expected Delivery 2022 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

Atlas Premier O-Gauge Scale Test Car 3-
Rail 

Features:  
• Metal Wheels and Axles  
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  
• Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  
• Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  
• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
• Needle-Point Axles  
• Operates On O-31 Curves (3-Rail) 

MSRP $59.95 Expected Delivery 2022 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
 
MTH

 
NYC PS-1 Boxcar with Youngstown Door 

Pullman had been making freight cars for more 
than half a century when it hit a home run with 
the PS-1 box car. Introduced in 1947, it set the 
standard for post-WWII American freight cars. 
What made the PS-1 a landmark was its welded 
construction — an area in which Pullman-
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Standard led the industry. In addition to lighter 
weight, welding offered superior strength and 
better resistance to weather and corrosion than 
contemporary riveted cars.  

Like the EMD diesels that became ubiquitous on 
American railroads, the PS-1 was part of the 
postwar shift away from customized, railroad-
specific locos and cars toward standardized 
designs produced in large quantities on efficient 
assembly lines. 
 
Features: 

• Detailed, Durable ABS Body  
• Stamped Metal Floors  
• Metal Wheels and Axles  
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
• Needle-Point Axles  
• (2) Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  
• Scale Kadee-Compatible Coupler 

Mounting Pads   
• Detailed Brake Wheel 
• Separate Metal Handrails  
• Sliding Car Doors  
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions  
• Unit Measures: 14 1/2” x 2 5/8” x 4 

3/16” 
• Operates On O-31 Curves 

MSRP $74.95 Expected Delivery March 2022 
No longer available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Protocraft

 
NYC 50’ Auto Parts Double Door Boxcar 

 
NYC 50’ End Door Boxcar 
Series	62000-62599	and	64000-64499 
 
These	 two	50	 ft	 cars	 for	 the	NYC	 -	 one,	 an	auto	
parts	 service	 car	 in	 Series	 62000-62599	 and	
64000-64499;	and	secondly	NYC’s	only	50	ft	car	
with	an	end	door:	Series	92000-92099	-	both	with	
the	unusual	double-edged	roof.	The	24	different	
versions	are	composed	of	twelve	different	ends,	6	
different	 roofs,	 various	 sides	 and	 doors,	 and	
hundreds	 of	 brass	 castings	 from	 pattern	 work	
scaled	 from	suppliers	 such	as	Camel	Company’s	
detailed	 drawings.	 	Ends,	 for	 both	 square	 or	
round	 (W)	 corner	 design,	 and	 most	 roofs	 were	
constructed	 using	 original	 drawings	 from	
Standard	Railway	Equipment	Co.	of	Chicago.	 	All	
models	 are	 built	 using	 copies	 of	 original	 linen	
builder	drawings	supplied	by	the	Pullman	Library	
of	 Union,	 IL,	 the	 National	 Museum	 of	
Transportation	 in	 St.	 Louis,	 the	 California	 State	
Railroad	 Museum	 in	 Sacramento,	 and	 several	
other	sources.		
	
Features:	
The	cars	ride	on	Protocraft’s	Bettendorf,	ACF	A-3,	
National	 B,	 Vulcan,	 Dalman	 2-level,	 Allied	 Full	
Cushion	 and	Commonwealth	BX	 trucks,	 all	with	
ball	bearings	for	easy	rolling	and	working	journal	
covers.	 	Wheels	are	 individually	stamped	 in	a	3-
story	 hydraulic	 sintering	 process	 to	 achieve	 a	
hard	steel	wheel	with	a	rib-back	profile.		Over	60	
new	and	appropriate	decals	have	been	created	to	
accompany	 these	 models	 and	 are	 available	 at	
Protocraft	Decals.	
	
Available	in	O-gauge	or	Proto:48	
	
MSRP	$358.00	Expected	Delivery	Now	
	
http://www.protocraft.com/ 
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Decals 
Great Decals 

 
 
New York Central Budd car safety striping. 
The	New	York	Central's	Budd	rail	diesel	cars	were	
delivered	 without	 the	 distinctive	 safety	
striping.		 After	 car	 M-498	 was	 destroyed	 in	 a	
grade	 crossing	 accident	 in	 1960,	 the	 railroad	
applied	 the	 zebra	 end	 striping	 to	 improve	 the	
cars'	visibility.		Additionally,	Penn	Central	applied	
these	 stripes	 to	 post-merger	 New	 Haven	 Budd	
cars.	
	
These	are	available	in	N-,	HO-	&	S-scale 
 
MSRP N- $5.79, HO- $9.38 & S- $17.49  
Expected Delivery Now 
 
While you are there: 

 
New York Central Cab Diesels (1945-1960) 
Diesel - Cabs - EMD E and F Lightning Stripe 
Scheme 
 
MSRP S-scale only $10.00 plus shipping 
Expected Delivery Now 
 
http://www.greatdecals.com/ 
 
Announcements 
Walthers 
Please be advised that Walthers will be 
increasing the prices of Walthers branded 

products with the exclusion of Cornerstone and 
in-stock WalthersProto and WalthersMainline 
locomotives and freight cars. The increase wase 
an average of 10% effective November 19, 2021. 
As you are aware, continued supply chain 
challenges have skyrocketed distribution costs 
for all industries nationwide. We have held off 
making this change for as long as we could, but 
the increased cost of moving goods simply 
cannot be ignored. Be assured we have enacted 
the smallest increase possible while continuing 
to ensure the quality and delivery of all our 
products. Walthers appreciates your continued 
business as we go through these 
challenges together. If you have any questions 
or concerns about the increase, please feel free 
to contact your account representative directly. 
We are standing by and are happy to discuss 
this situation with you. 

Rapido 

To	all	of	our	valued	customers,	
	
As	you	are	no	doubt	aware,	recent	months	have	
seen	 unprecedented	 increases	 in	 material	 and	
shipping	 costs	 around	 the	world.	Unfortunately,	
our	 industry	 has	 not	 been	 immune	 to	 these	
increases.	
	
Because	 model	 trains	 are	 small,	 we	 have	 been	
able	to	absorb	a	lot	of	the	shipping	cost	increases.	
But	it	has	reached	a	point	where	we	can	no	longer	
afford	 to	 absorb	all	 of	 these	 extra	 costs.	 It's	 not	
just	 shipping	 -	 it's	 circuit	 boards,	 metal	 for	 the	
steel	 molds,	 metal	 for	 diecast	 and	 turned	 parts,	
and	 even	 raw	 plastic.	 Our	 factories	 have	 been	
passing	along	all	of	these	cost	increases	to	us.	
	
We	have	no	choice	but	to	apply	a	temporary	5%	
surcharge	 on	 all	 invoices,	 effective	 December	 1,	
2021.		
	
We	are	still	absorbing	most	of	the	costs,	but	it	has	
gotten	 to	 the	point	where	we	have	 to	 share	 the	
pain,	or	we	won't	be	able	to	pay	our	bills.	
	
I	apologize	for	this.	We	held	off	as	long	as	we	could.	
I	don't	currently	have	an	estimated	date	for	when	
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we	 will	 remove	 this	 5%	 surcharge.	 Hopefully	 it	
will	only	be	in	place	for	a	few	months.	
	
Please	note	that	this	price	increase	will	not	apply	
to	 the	 HO-scale	 Budd	 Mid-train	 "Skyline"	 dome	
cars	that	we	will	be	shipping	out	to	you	in	the	next	
week.	 We	 have	 already	 accounted	 for	 our	 cost	
increases	in	the	pricing	of	those	cars.	
	
Thank	you	very	much	for	your	understanding.	We	
very	much	appreciate	your	continued	support.	
	
Jason	Shron	
President	
Rapido	Trains	Inc.	
	
Magazines 
 
Classic Toy Trains, Dec. 2021 

 
“What Makes A Great Locomotive?” By Bob 
Keller, p. 17 
Bob reviews some of the factors that determine 
one of the great locomotives in the model loco 
fleet over the years.  An excellent photo of a 
Lionel # 18079 NYC Mikado is shown. 
 
“What’s the Fun If They Don’t Run” by Marc 
Horovitz, pp. 28 -m31 
In this article Marc reviles how he started his 
collection of Marx electric trains after reading 
Linn Westcott’s book, HO Railroad That Grows. 
The article is accompanied by several photos of 
Marc’s Marx trains and includes several of NYC 
trains. 
 
“Holiday Nostalgia” by Roger Carp, pp. 46 – 51 
Roger writes about the Lionel trains that 
changed Christmas for Richard Doolittle. The 
article is interesting and features several photos 
of Lionel NYC locomotives and rolling stock. 

 
Classic Trains, Fall 2021 

 
“Highest Rails in New York” by Victor Hand, 
NYCSHS member pp. 40 – 49 
Nothing really to do with the NYC but written 
by NYCSHS member, Victor Hand 
 
“Transition Templeton” by William Benning 
Stewart pp. 58 - 65 
Written about Amtrak’s early days but focuses 
on the NYCS’ James Whitcomb Riley and the 
author’s experience in riding it. Lots of NYCS 
references and locations. 
 
Classic Trains, Winter 2021 

 
“Two Photographers You Should Know” by 
Tony Koester, pp. 16 – 27 
Photographers George Corey and Stanwood 
Bolton shot many great photos during the era of 
the last of steam. Included in this article are 
several very nice photos of NYC steam. 
 
“Man With a Pass” by John J. Harmon, pp. 28 - 
35 
The author was a NYCS employee in the mid-
1960s and talks about his business and pleasure 
travels during that time period and includes 
several nice photos of the NYCS in operation. 
 
“The Way It Was” - Riding the Harlem 
Division in the 1960s by Rich Luckin, pp. 72 -
73 
Rich explains that passengers were treated like 
family by the railroad in those times. He relates 



 

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2022 30 

that he commuted on the Harlem for several 
years and shares some of his experiences and 
photos from that time. 
 
HO Collector, 4th Qt. 2021 

 
“Letters” – “Old School Modeling” by 
Tom Kangas p. 6 
In this letter Tom talks about modeling the 
AHM Flexi-Flo model.  A photo of the NYC 
hopper is included. 
 
“From The Past – Baldwin’s Neglected 
Babyface DR-4-4-150” by Ton Cook, pp. 42 
-45 
Tony does a good job of covering the history 
of this little-known loco. He includes 
references to the NYC version. 
 
Model Railroad News, Oct. 2021 

 
“Review HO – Walthers’ New Track 
System” by Tom Jacobs p. 86 
This is an excellent review of Walthers’ new 
Code 83 HO-scale track. Worth reading if 
you are in the market for some Code 83 
track. 
 
“Review Book – First Volume for 
Pittsburgh Rail History – Pittsburgh & 
Lake Erie in Allegheny County” by Tony 
Cook, pp. 90 – 91 

Tony, who spent a good portion of his life in 
the Pittsburgh area provides a great 
summary of the book. Unfortunately, like 
many P&LE and B&A fans, he does not 
mention its association with the NYC. 
However, the book does. (It is available in 
the Collinwood Shop and the members’ 
discount for NYCSHS members. 
 
Model Railroad News, Nov. 2021 

 
“Tangent Scale Models Releases New 
Cabooses” p. 14 
A short description of the cabooses released 
a couple of months ago and sold by us in the 
Collinwood Shop. 
 
“New York Central “Pacemaker” Geep in 
HO and O is TrainWorld Exclusive, p.21 
A very short article on another of 
TrainWorld’s completely bogus NYC GP-9s, 
continuing the trend of releasing MTH locos 
in “never happened” paint schemes. 
 
“Review HO – New Switchers for HO – 
Walthers NW2 and SW7”, pp. 60 – 63 
The review covers both locos and only the 
SW7 is being released in NYC livery. 
 
“Review HO – A New Caboose From 
Tangent” by Tony Cook, pp. 70 - 71 
In this review Tony provides a more 
detailed review of the bay window caboose 
from Tangent.  It covers the Illinois 
Terminal caboose built by the St. Louis Car 
company based upon the Despatch Shops’ 
NYC design.  All the features are the same 
as the NYC releases. 
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Model Railroad News, Dec. 2021 

 
“RPO Car – Yes to NYC from an SP 
modeler”, by Chuck Peters, p. 12 
Chuck compliments Justin Sobeck for his 
reviews on the Kato NYC 20th Century 
Limited and Bachmann’s NYC 4-6-4 Hudson. 
Editor, Tony Cook responds. 
 
Model Railroader, Oct. 2021 

 
“Trackside Photos, The signals are dark” p. 
67 
The photo is of the kitbashed freight house 
and scratchbuilt bracket mast signal on 
NYCSHS member, Russ Weis’ layout. Russ 
builds the freight house and NYCSHS 
member Steve Lasher built the signals. Both 
are NYCentral Modeler authors, and the 
signals were the subject of an article by 
Steve in the Modeler. Photo by Russ. 
 
“Trains of Thought – The portal that led to 
paradise” by Tony Koester, p. 74 
Tony recalls his youthful experience with 
trains and numerates some of his cab rides 
and the impressions they left on him that 
effected the rest of his life.  He includes a 
photo of a NYC FA-1 provided by NYCSHS 
member, Doug Leffler. 
 

Model Railroader, Nov. 2021 

 
“Going Out East, by NYCSHS member, 
John F. Ciesla, pp. 40 – 47 
John shares his freelanced New England 
“Eastport Branch” HO-scale layout and 
includes many photos of his amazing layout.  
He includes a photo of a NYCS loco near his 
Eastport float bridge on page 47. 
 
MNRA Magazine, Nov. 2021 

  
“National Model Railroad Month is all 
year long for Division 4!”, by NYCSHS 
member and archive volunteer, Joe Kurilec 
pp. 18 – 19 
Joe provides a two-page article on the 
doings of Division 4 of the NMRA. They are 
in the Cleveland area where the NYCSHS 
Headquarters is located. 

 
NYCSHS director, Frank Bongiovanni is 
pictured above conducting a locomotive 
tune-up clinic on one of the TRAINing Days. 
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RailFan & Railroad, Sep 2021 

 
“Main Line Railnews – Which Way to 
Union Tower? – photo by David P. Oroszi, 
p. 10 
Photo shows the former NYC interlocking 
tower at Union City, IN being moved from 
CSX property to the Artisan Crossing Park. 
 
Railfan & Railroad, Nov. 2021 

 
“Preservation Railnews – Excursion Sells 
Out in 60 Seconds”, p. 17 
The article describes how the August 20, 
2021, tickets for four roundtrip excursions 
for the NYC 20th Century Limited’s tavern-
lounge car, the Hickory Creek sold out in 
one minute.  The car is owned by the United 
Railroad Historical Society of New Jersey. 
The URHS acquired the car in 1991.  It is 
Amtrak-certified and is available for private 
charters and has been restored to its 
historical appearance. 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman, Sep. 2021 

 

“Receiving Yard – Marion AC Tower”, by 
Henry Long, p. 13 
The tower’s features are covered in this 
short article. 
 
“New York Central Tugboat No. 31”, by 
James Rose, pp. 66 – 71 
The article provides an excellent history of 
this tugboat that helped the NYC moved 
rolling stock from Weehawken, NJ’s West 
Shore terminal of the West Shore railroad 
across the Hudson to Manhattan, Brooklyn, 
and the Bronx where rail access was over 
water. 
 
For those interested in the marine 
operations of the NYC, this is an excellent 
article and many of the photos come from 
the NYCS archival collection.  
 
The article also includes an excellent 
drawing in N-scale by the author of the 
NYC tugboat #31. 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman, Nov. 2021 

 
“Receiving Yard – New Product 
Announcements – All-new Despactch 
Shops/St. Louis Co. Steel Bay Window 
Caboose” by Harry K. Wong, p. 12 
This is another review of the Tangent Bay 
Window cabooses. 
 
“Receiving Yard – New Product 
Announcements – All-new Budd 
Slumbercoach by Harry K. Wong, p. 14 
Details of Rapido’s new Budd Company’s 
Slumbercoach are provided.  This sleeper is 
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available in the Collinwood Shop at the 
members’ discount for NYCSHS members. 
 
Trains, Oct. 2021 

 
“News – Looking at less than carload”, p. 4 
A look is provided at NS’s experiments with 
small-lot freight. The is a photo and 
captions of the NYC Pacemaker service 
boxcars and trucks. 
 
Trains, Dec. 2021 

 
“Commentary – Mass Central passenger 
excursions revisited”, by Brian Solomon, p. 9 
Brian recalls a December 1983 ride over the 
former B&A’s Ware River Branch in a NYC 
passenger car. There are some interesting 
words about this long-ago rail line of the 
NYC’s B&A. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Doug Leffler Photos 

 
A	 venerable	 NYC	 SW-1,	 #	 8409	 is	 Idling	 at	 the	
Jackson,	 MI	 deport	 on	 a	 cold	 December	 1968.	
Originally	 numbered	 582,	 built	 in	 January	 1943	
and	now	assigned	to	Jackson’s	coach	yard.	

	
Doug’s	very	first	roster	shot	of	a	NYCS	diesel	was	in	
Jackson	and	it	was	of	#582	in	April	1960.		He	was	
11	years	old	and	rode	his	Schwinn	bike	down	to	the	
depot	with	a	friend	for	the	above	photo. 

 
NYC train #357, Twilight Limited just arrived at 
Jackson, MI for a station stop and crew change. The 
lead locomotive for the train is 357, an EMD E7A 
built in April 1947. 
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 Another New Exciting Book 
From Grand Central to Albany 

By John M. Ham 

Over the years numerous books have been 
produced depicting trains along the old 
New York Central Main Line between New 
York City and Albany. Early ones dealt 
mainly with locomotive and equipment 
roster shots with some fine scenic views 
tossed in here and there. More recent 
publications deal with modern day diesel 
and electric trains and the photo quality in 
most are really good. Several fine books 
have been done recently regarding the days 
of Penn Central, Conrail, Amtrak, and the 
MTA.  

The focus of this book on the Central’s 
“Glory Years” using a multitude of 

magnificent steam and early diesel photos 
taken along the Water Level Route by some 
of the most noted rail photographers of the 
20th Century. Many of the images within 
have not previously been published and 
their original negatives and prints have 
been graciously loaned to the author by 
different Historical Societies and collectors 
to scan and present to readers on the pages 
within. 

This 336-page volume contains not only 
superb New York Central photos, but 
images of connecting railroads and 
industries of all sorts that were served by 
the Central in one capacity or another. 
There are even mining railroads that we 
had known little about before doing our 
extensive research. 

There are more than 650 images between 
the covers. We hope you will be taking this 
trip up the scenic Hudson Valley with us 
and enjoy it as much as we have. 

• MSRP  $79.95 NYCSHS Members $59.96
• Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers and

Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs and must include a valid phone 
number to allow shipping outside the 
US. 
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ORDER FORM            From Grand Central to Albany

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________ Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, From Grand Central to Albany 
P.O. Box 1597, Leesburg, VA 20177-1597

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member        Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Should be added Sales Tax 

To All Orders   Ohio Residents must add 
$59.96                79.95 $12.00 For US only orders 8% 

Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs and must include a valid phone number for shipment.  Please 
call or email us for actual shipping costs to your location before sending us a check for the book. 

We accept checks for US funds only. 
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NYCSHS Is Offering A Very Interesting Book 
P&LE in Allegheny County 
Vol 1 Pittsburgh to Esplen 

By Jack Polaritz, Susanne C. Hudson, & John W. Hudson

The New York Central System Historical 
Society announces the offering of a 
Depot Square Publishing book for sale. 

This is the first of two planned books on the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad in 
Allegheny County. The city of Pittsburgh had 
the potential to be a major industrial center 
but for the freight discrimination imposed by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. Every new rail 
outlet built to offer an alternative to the 
Pennsy was eventually taken over by that 
company. The only route left was a 
narrow corridor along the Monongahela 
River threading through steel mills, lead 
works, glass factories, and other industries. 
Pittsburgh yearned for independent rail 
service but was unable to secure it until 
William McCreery, John Dravo, James 
Bennett, Jacob Henrici and the Harmony 
Society, and others banded together to found 
and construct the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 
Building on four miles of trestle work 
through South Side—at times into the 
Monongahela River—to get to McKees 
Rocks, the P&LE eventually reached 
Youngstown, OH where connections were 

made with the Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern (New York Central) and the 
Atlantic & Great Western (Erie), 68 miles 
from the Steel City. 

Growing to over 200 miles of mainline, the 
P&LE hauled so much tonnage in iron ore, 
steel, bituminous coal, coke. oil, and 
limestone that it became the largest revenue 
per ton mile railroad that ever operated in 
America. 

This 322-page book opens with the story of 
the pivotal meeting that formed the P&LE 
when the founders and industrialists went to 
war with each other. The result was a railroad 
independent of the Pennsy and answerable 
only to the needs of Pittsburgh. It is no 
wonder that the line acquired the nickname 
“The Little Giant.” 373 black & white 
photographs, maps, engravings, and other 
ephemera form the nexus of this story. Years 
of research into the history of the P&LE and 
the local industries and environs served to 
elicit a wonderful story about the line and its 
association with the region.  
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Images of P&LE, motive power, rolling stock, 
facilities, the South Side complex, steel mills 
and other industries, the “company” villages 
that housed the mill workers and their 
families, and steamboats on the 
Monongahela and Ohio rivers bring the story 
to life. This title is printed at 175-line screen 
on 80# Sterling Premium gloss paper as a 
flat-backed, Smyth-sewn, oblong, laminated 
hardcover with an additional protective gloss 
film lamination. Factory shrink wrapped. 
And as usual, the book is proudly 
manufactured in the USA. 

• MSRP  $74.95 NYCSHS Members
$56.21 and that is a 25% discount

• Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers and
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales
Tax

• If purchased in the Collinwood
Shop the shipping charge will be
added to the price for US buyers

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

ORDER FORM     P&LE In Allegheny County Vol. 1
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: Treasurer@NYCSHS.org 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, P&LE in Allegheny County, Vol.1 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member        Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Sales Tax 
$56.21                $74.95         $12.00*  8% 

*Must be added to your price for all books member or non-member.

Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 
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 A Very Interesting Book 
Lima Locomotive Works Vol. 1 Super-Power Steam 

Locomotives (Re-release) 

Soft Cover 

Lima Loco Works 
72 pages softcover 

This reproduces four Lima 
Locomotive Works catalogs: 
Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 
1926 - This catalog details the benefits of 
the Super-Power Steam Locomotive, a 
look at the tests performed on the 
engines, the operating results of the 
Boston & Albany 2-8-4 Berkshires, the 
Texas & Pacific 2-10-4 Texas Types and 
the new Illinois Central 2-8-4 then under 
construction.  

Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 
1930- This catalog looks at the use and 
performance of the Super-Power 
engines built for the Boston & 
Albany (2-8-4 Berkshires), Texas & 
Pacific (2-10-4 Texas Types), Illinois 
Central (2-8-4 Berkshires), Erie 
(2-8-4 Berkshires), Boston & Maine 
(2-8-4 Berkshires) and the components 
used in Super-Power Steam 
Locomotives.  

Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. 
102. This is a brief look at some of the
Super-Power Steam Locomotives built
by Lima.  Includes photos and
specifications of the locomotives.

Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. R-
2. This bulletin shows a variety of Lima
Locomotives from small switchers to
larger 4-8-2s, 2-8-2 and 2-10-2s.

• MSRP $35.00 NYCSHS Members $28.00
and that is a 20% discount

• Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers and
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales
Tax

• If purchased in the Collinwood
Shop the shipping charge will be
added to the price for US buyers

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 



ORDER FORM     Lima Locomotive Works Vol. 1
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 

Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: Treasurer@NYCSHS.org 

Mail to:   
Lima Locomotive Works, Vol.1 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member  Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Sales Tax 
$28.00                $35.00        $10.00*  8% 

*Must be added to your price for all books member or non-member.

Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 
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           Another Set of Exciting Books 
Railroads of New York's 

Capital District 

This book of 128 pages with over 200 
illustrations begins with a look at the pioneer 
railroads in the area. The New York's Capital 
District became an important railroad hub very 
early. There were railroads built headed in 
every direction and this makes this book very 
interesting beginning with the first chapter. 

The second chapter covers Albany and vicinity 
with information and photos of the NYC's West 
Albany shops, the Albany Union Station and 
the railroads that served Albany's industrial 
area. 

Coverage of Schenectady includes info and 
photos of the GE works, ALCo's locomotive 
facilities where NYC locos were built, Albany 
Union Station, and Rotterdam Junction where 
NYC and B&A interchanged. 

The Troy area is covered with a look at Troy's 
Union Station and coverage of the railroad 
traffic through the heart of the city. 

The final chapter reviews many of the historic 
locations and facilities that have long passed 
into railroad memory. This book preserves 
many of these and is a very interesting and 
enjoyable read for NYC fans. 

Available now.  Order yours today!!! 

MSRP $28.99 NYCSHS Members' Price $23.19 
and that is 20% off with mailing!  

Mailing is included & Ohio residents pay 8% 
Ohio Sales Tax 

Railroad Atlas – New 
York’s Capital Region

This atlas of railroads in New York's Capital 
Region (Albany, Schenectady, Troy, Saratoga 
Springs, Mechanicville, Colonie, Green Island, 
Rotterdam Junction, etc.) has 180 full color, 
high quality maps printed on glossy paper for 
easy viewing. An index aids in finding specific 
maps, and a detailed description of them is 
given on each page. 
Maps cover the years 1840 to 2019, emphasizing 
the late 1800s and early 1900s at the peak of 
railroading. Detailed maps include the West 
Albany Shops, Colonie Shops, Green Island 
Shops, Rensselaer Shops, John Street Shops, 
Bull Run Yard, Selkirk Yard, Mechanicville 
Yard, Adams Street Yard, and the union 
stations of Albany, Troy, Schenectady, and 
Saratoga Springs. Smaller communities are also 
shown, such as the covered turntable at Salem, 
the yard at Ravena, the maze of tracks at Green 
Island, and the facilities at Rotterdam Junction. 
Several large industries that extensively 
utilized the railroads were added, such as 
General Electric, Schenectady Locomotive 
Works, International Paper, the Port of Albany, 
and the factories in North Albany/Menands. 

Available now.  Order yours today!!!

MSRP $60.95 NYCSHS Members' Price $49.96 
and that is with mailing! 

Mailing is included and Ohio residents add 8% 
Ohio Sales Tax 
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Golden Age Of Railroads in 
New York’s Capital District 

The Golden Age of Railroads in New York’s Capital 
District describes the exciting history of rail 
transportation in the Capital Region of New 
York State during the height of operations from 
the late 1800s to mid-1900s. Included are 
detailed descriptions of the local yards and 
shops of three interstate systems, the towns and 
industries served, and the effect that the electric 
street railways had on the steam railroads and 
life in general.  

More than 100 vintage photographs and maps. 
Several appendices help readers comprehend 
just how massive the railroad industry was in 
the Capital District.  

Vintage photographs include layouts of the 
West Albany yard in the late 1800s and in 1920, 
the floor plan of the Saratoga trolley station, 
multiple photos of the three largest stations 
(Albany, Schenectady, Troy), multiple maps 
show the railroads photos of all the principal 
yards in the area, photos of the railroads 
serving industries, and previously unpublished 
photos of steam locomotives and trolleys as 
they served the Capital District. 

The book features early photographs by the late 
Joseph Smith, provided by his grandson 
Kenneth Bradford. The Golden Age of 
Railroads in New York’s Capital District: 161 
pages, 8½ X 11, perfect bound soft cover.  

Available now.  Order yours today!!! 

MSRP $32.95 NYCSHS Members' Price 
$27.56 and that is with mailing! 

Mailing is Included and Ohio residents add 
Ohio Sales Tax 

Order Form 
Golden Age of Railroads of New York’s 
Capital District 

No. Of Copies: _____@$27.56____________ 

Railroad Atlas – New York Capital Region 

No. Of Copies: _____@$49.96____________ 

Railroads of New York’s Capital District 

No. Of Copies: _____@$23.19____________ 

Name: _______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________ 

City and State/Province: 

______________________________________ 

Country: _____________________________ 

Zip/Mail Code: _______________________ 

Phone #: _____________________Required 

email Address: _______________________ 
Required 

NYCSHS Membership #________________ 
Required For Discount 

Amount Enclosed: $___________________ 
Ohio residents be sure to include 8% Ohio 

sales tax 

Mail to:  NYCSHS, Tim Starr Books 
P.O. Box 1597, Leesburg, VA 20177 

 This form is for US orders only. To 
order for delivery outside the US go 
to the Collinwood Shop at 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/ 

We accept checks for US funds 
only. 
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Noel, 
 
I recently purchased 10 of the Engineering 
Drawing sets. 
 
I cannot find a headlight, backup light, air 
pump, water pump, generator, coal pusher, 
coal auger, etc. on any of the drawings. 
Not one single locomotive "appliance." So, I 
figured these must be standardized and 
concentrated in another drawing set. 
But I could not find any listed. Have I 
overlooked something? Is there an engineering 
set that describes these somewhere? 
 
While I applaud the work that must have gone 
into scanning and assembling all the drawings, 
there are some listings that seem to be 
dominated by brackets, pins, connectors, 
shelves, and minutiae that might be valuable to 
those constructing a live steam or 1-1 model, 
and undoubtedly the Society wanted to include 
such for shear completeness. One must 
recognize that these do not offer much real 
value to the casual member, 
and certainly not to the NYCS modeler in 
general. Yet locating cab layouts, window 
arrangements, boiler piping and wiring are hit 
and miss, and at times non-existent. 
 
In contrast, The caboose drawings, in my 
opinion, offer real value to a wide range of 
members. I fully understand that you only have 
the drawings available to you, to scan 
and make available to us. At the same time, 
there is a reality that not each set offers the 
same value to the rest of us. Pricing based on 
shear number of scans contained 
may suit the society's interest in recouping 
costs or generating revenue, but the value 
delivered is inconsistent. 
 
I justify it to myself as supporting the NYCSHS, 
but it is not as satisfying as other opportunities. 
 
Best regards, Geoff Bunza 
 

Geoff,	
		
Due	to	our	somewhat	tenuous	relationship	with	
former	 President,	 the	 late	 Charlie	 Smith,	 we	
worked	 through	 a	 friend	 of	 Charlie's	 to	 obtain	
drawings	for	scanning	from	Smith's	personal	pile	
of	 drawings	 located	 in	 his	 attic	 in	
Philadelphia.		 The	 late	 John	 Reehling,	 a	 former	
Director,	 "borrowed"	 drawings	 from	 Smith	 for	
scanning,	and	we	had	no	choice	of	what	drawings	
were	selected.	
	
The	importance	of	those	"piece	part"	drawings	is	
that	each	is	a	link	to	an	upper	level	and	at	times	a	
lower-level	drawing	that	"connects"	one	or	 two	
other	drawings	in	an	integrated	manner.		
		
It	 is	 important	 to	 note	 that	 these	 drawings	 are	
important	 to	 the	 entire	 drawing	
hierarchy/structure	and	are	offered	in	the	sorts	
because	they	were	available	and	scanned.	
		
The	average	cost	of	a	NYC	scanned	drawing	was	
reduced	 approximately	 98%	 when	 compared	
with	 the	 cost	 per	 sq.	 ft.	 approach	 that	 was	
formerly	offered	by	Charlie	Smith.		
	
Over	 a	 fifteen-year	 period,	we	 offered	 as	many	
drawings	as	would	fit	on	a	CD	at	$45	postpaid	to	
North	 American	 locations.		 (Members	 receive	 a	
20%	discount.)	
	
In	 my	 opinion,	 even	 if	 all	 of	 these	 piece	 part	
drawings	 were	 eliminated	 from	 consideration,	
the	 remaining	 drawings	 provide	 unmatched	
value	 to	 a	 purchaser	 when	 compared	 with	 the	
former	method	of	making	these	available,	which	
were	sold	by	the	square	foot	as	Ozalid	copies.	
		
We	reviewed	the	pricing	for	each	file	a	few	years	
ago,	and	reduced	prices	on	a	significant	number	
of	 files	 to	as	 low	as	$20	postpaid.		 (The	current	
cost	of	materials	for	burning	a	thumb	and	mailing	
it	is	almost	$13,	and	members	pay	an	average	of	
$16,	 so	 this	 is	 viewed	 by	 me	 as	 providing	 a	
service	for	those	who	support	us.)	
		
I	agree	that	cab	 layouts,	window	arrangements,	
etc.	 are	 hit	 and	 miss.		 We	 scanned	 only	 what	
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Smith	 provided.		 Smith	 was	 sensitive	to	
copyright	 for	 drawings	 he	 possessed.		 For	
example,	he	had	a	 file	of	EMD	drawings	that	he	
was	 unwilling	 to	 loan	 for	 scanning,	 and	 John	
Reehling	 refused	 to	 scan	 any	 drawing	 that	
specified	asbestos	as	a	material.	
		
With	regard	to	locomotive	auxiliaries	we	do	not	
have,	 to	 the	 best	 of	 my	 knowledge,	 complete	
assembly	 drawings	 for	 Elesco	 or	 Worthington	
equipment,	 Westinghouse	 cross	 compound	 air	
pumps,	 or	 other	 vendor	 items.		 I	 suspect	 that	
these	 vendors	 closely	 guarded	 this	 detail	
information,	as	not	much	has	been	published	in	
the	 Locomotive	 Cyclopedia.		 I	 do	 know	 that	
Westinghouse	closely	guarded	this	info.		Some	of	
this	 must	 be	 available	 to	 those	 who	 operate	
steam	 locomotives	 today	unless	 this	equipment	
was	reverse	engineered.		Note,	we	do	have	Elesco	
and	 Worthington	 detail	 "piece	 part"	 drawings,	
and	 I	 believe	 the	 reason	 for	 this	 is	 that	 these	
items	were	necessary	for	maintenance.	
		
Regarding	the	completeness	of	the	caboose	file,	I	
believe	one	key	reason	 for	 this	completeness	 is	
that	Union	 involvement	 in	 the	basic	design	and	
the	selection	of	vendors	and	materials	required	
this	complete	documentation	in	order	to	defend	
against	Union	grievances,	lawsuits,	etc.	
		
The	 railroad	 was	 highly	 standardized,	 much	
more	so	than	generally	appreciated,	particularly	
about	vendor	items.		We	offer	a	Standards	sort.			
		
Finally,	the	Society	is	processing	the	remainder	of	
the	 Smith	 drawing	 collection	 that	 was	 not	
scanned.		 Depending	 on	 the	 availability	 of	
volunteers	 and	 finances,	 this	 program	 should	
result	 in	 some	 number	 of	 additional	 drawings	
becoming	 available,	 but	 this	 process	 may	 take	
several	years.	
		
Geoff,	 thank	 you	 for	 your	 comments,	which	we	
appreciate.		Comments	from	our	supporters	are	
used	 as	 input	 to	 our	 future	 planning	 activities.	
	
Tom	Gerbracht,	Director		
NYCSHS	(Drawing	Guy)	

Hi	Tom	and	Noel,	
	
First,	my	sincere	thanks	to	you	both	for	taking	the	
time	 to	 respond	 with	 one	 of	 the	 best,	
and	 most	 thorough	 explanations	 that	 actually	
makes	sense.	This	is	most	appreciated.	
	
The	 attached	 excel	 file	 begets	 the	 obvious	
question:	 Is	 there	 a	 corresponding	 drawing	 set	
to	this	 index?	 If	 so,	 I	 have	missed	 it.	 This	 does	
seem	 to	 include	 wiring	 diagrams,	 some	
appliances,	backhead	details,	tender	details	that	I	
was	after.	
	
Since	both	of	you	are	involved	in	the	"marketing"	
of	 these	 materials,	 I	 will	 leave	 you	 with	 two	
old	 marketing	 maxims:	 First,	 quality	 is	 a	
customer	 perception.	 If	 you	 exceed	 the	
perception	 your	 product	 is	 considered	 high	
quality.	
	
If	you	do	not	meet	the	perception,	the	delivered	
product	 is	 considered	 to	 be	 low	 quality.		
Hence,	 working	 to	 set	 the	 perception	 before	
delivery	 is	 a	 marketing	 essential.	 Second,	
perception	is	reality.	
	
Coming	 up	 from	 the	 engineering	 ranks	 to	 run	
large	 product	 development	 operations	 and	
companies,	 I	 remember	 how	 disturbing	 these	
were	to	me	the	first	time	I	heard	them.	After	40+	
years	 of	 product	 development	
experience,	 I	 can	 tell	 you	 that	 these	 are	mostly	
correct.	
	
Thanks	again	for	all	your	efforts	to	improve	the	
NYCSHS	 and	 the	 products	 it	 does	 deliver.	 I	
originally	joined	the	society	when	I	was	a	young	
man	 in	 the	 70s	 (or	 so).	 The	 NYCSHS	 is	 much	
improved	 because	 of	 the	 volunteers	 like	
yourselves	and	 all	 the	 others	 who	 have	
contributed.	
	
Best	regards,	Geoff		
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Hello	Dave	(Mackay,	NYCSHS	President),	
	
I	know	we	are	an	all-volunteer	organization.	
	
I	have	sent	requests	for	information	with	no	
replies.	
	
Perhaps	I	have	not	made	the	requests	properly.	
	
I	am	seeking	a	wiring	diagram	for	the	Budd	
2900	series	passenger	cars.	
	
Any	assistance	you	can	provide	would	be	greatly	
appreciated.	
	
Paul	G.	Yorkis,	Member	
	
Dear	Paul, 
	
I	 am	attaching	 to	 this	 email	nine	drawings	 that	
contain	 information	relative	 to	 Lot	
2171.		 Unfortunately,	 the	 inclusion	 of	 Lot	
numbers	 in	 the	Master	 List	was	not	 a	 required	
field	 in	 my	 Excel	 database.		 As	 a	 result,	 my	
inspection	of	 the	Master	List	did	not	reveal	any	
digitized	 general	 electrical	 schematic/diagram	
for	the	entire	car.	
	
The	 nine	 attachments	 will,	 I	 hope,	 contain	
sufficient	information	for	various	car	subsystems	
that	you	will	find	useful.	
	
Since	you	will	apparently	use	these	drawings	for	
maintenance	or	repair	of	full	size,	ex-NYC	rolling	
stock,	 please	 accept	 these	 images	 with	 our	
compliments.	
	
This	is	just	one	of	the	drawings	we	provided	Paul.	

	

Thank	you	for	your	support	of	NYCSHS.	
Regards,	Tom	Gerbracht,	Director-NYCSHS	
 
Mr. Vescelus, Director, Collinwood Shop 
Manager  
  
Do any of the flash drives available have 
drawings of the original, modified, and 
"modern" MU equipment used out of GCT in 
the 50s? 
  
Guy J. Smith, Member 5676 
 
Guy,  
 
I am not familiar with NYC MU equipment.  A 
sort of available drawings covering MU 
equipment is available.  I am attaching to this 
email message the Excel Index for the MU car 
sort.  Price is $30, postpaid, shipped on a thumb 
drive. 
Guy, if you want this, you can order from 
Collinwood Shop. 
 
Regards, Tom Gerbracht 
 
Guy, 
 
The MU drawings are up in the store.  You can 
find it with the other drawings in the “Digital 
Engineering Drawing Flash Drives” on page 3 
of that page. 
 
You must register and check out with your 
payment option.  We do not store credit card 
info in the store. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel,  
 
I just ordered the drive. Were the MU drawings 
there all along and I just missed them? If so, I'm 
sorry to have put everyone to such trouble. 
 
Thank you, Guy 
Guy, 
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No, it was not.  Guess when we set up all of 
these, we either missed that one or someone 
thought no one would want it. We have been 
known to make a few mistakes over the years. 
Thanks for bringing it to our attention and 
your order. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
I wouldn't say it was a mistake. I grew up in 
New York City and for me, railroads were the 
subways, electrified commuter roads, the great 
Pennsy yard in Sunnyside (largest electrified 
coach yard in the world), and, for the long trips 
to Ohio, the NYC. People from other parts of 
the country never see so much electrified 
service, and that means most people. I have a 
special fondness for the juice lines and also for 
marine-railroad operation, another New York 
specialty. 
 
Thanks for the help. Guy 
 
Rich (Stoving), 
		
My wife went on a senior’s trip to Dover, Ohio 
and the Ohio Amish Country this week. This is 
a picture of 999 from the Ernest Warther 
Museum website. We don’t quite have the 
knack of going from Smart Phone to 
computer.  Ebony wood was used. The running 
gear, appliances and handrails, etc. are ivory. 
Looks to me it sits on a panel of G scale track. 
The people out there said these are movable 
parts. There is also another model of the 999 
with coaches, a New York Central Hudson, and 
models from other railroads. This man was a 
master craftsman. 
 
Dick Palmer 
 

 
https://www.ohiomagazine.com/ohio-
life/article/the-legacy-of-master-carver-
ernest-warther 
 
 
Rich,	
	
Funny.	 	I	 found	 this	 article	 for	 a	 woman	 who	
asked	 us	 about	 this	 the	 other	 day.	 	I	 sent	 the	
article	 along	 to	 be	 sent	 to	 her.	 	Ernest	 is	 very	
famous,	and	his	museum	is	pretty	popular.	 It	 is	
certainly	worth	checking	out.	
	
Thanks,	Noel	
	
Hi,	
	
I	see	you	have	put	out	rolling	stock	freight	cars	
for	New	York	Central	in	HO.	Looking	for	anything	
in	N-scale.	I	would	prefer	to	find	stuff	that	could	
fit	1940s,	50s,	possibly	into	60s	if	I	have	trouble	
finding	 stuff	 in	N-scale.	 I	would	 have	 gone	HO-
scale,	but	space	is	my	biggest	issue.	
	
Andrew	
	
Andrew, 
 
We carry anything that model manufactures produce 
in NYCS in all scales, unless it is completely 
something that didn’t exist on the NYCS. 
 
The reason we carry more HO-scale models than 
those of the other scales, is because that is what 
manufacturers produce. 
 
Just watch for our MailChimp product 
announcements, and if you see something NYCS in 
N-scale, tell us about it if we have missed it. 
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Thanks, Noel 
 
NYCSHS, 
  
I’ve	 been	 trying	 to	 find	 a	 picture	 of	 the	Marine	
Department’s	 supply	 boat	 named	 “Joan	 B.”		 I	
haven’t	found	it	in	the	collection.		I’m	wondering	
if	 any	 of	 the	 Police	 Boats	 could	 have	 been	
renamed	 and	 repurposed?		 Do	 you	 have	 any	
thoughts?			
	
Thank	you,	Mike	Igoe	
	
Mike,	
		
You	can	find	several	complete	articles	on	the	NYC	
Marine	Operations	on	our	website	by	clicking	on	
“About	 the	NYC”	 button	 and	 dropping	 down	 to	
“NYC	 Research	 Info”	 and	 then	 sliding	 over	 to	
“NYCS	Research	Resources”.	
	
Note	the	two	screen	shots	below.	

	

	

 
Thanks,	Noel	
 
Hi	Noel,	
	
I	 hope	you	are	well.	 	It’s	been	a	while	 since	we	
communicated.		You	helped	me	get	an	article	on	
my	 S-gauge	 layout	 published	 in	 your	
magazine.	 	Thanks	 again	 for	 that.	 	I	 was	
wondering,	 did	 Dreyfuss	 Hudson	 20th	 Century	
Limited	 passenger	 trains	 ever	 include	 dome	
cars?		If	so,	can	you	possibly	send	me	a	photo	or	
two	 of	 them?	 	Thanks	 so	 very	 much.	 		
	
Best	regards,	Dave	Horn	
	
Dave,	
	
The	NYC	never	used	dome	cars	because	of	
clearance	problems.	
	
Thanks,	Noel	
	
Noel,	
	
Thanks	 for	 your	 prompt	 and	 responsive	
answer.		Makes	sense.		Kind	of	like	presently	only	
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single	 stack	 well	 cars	 through	 Baltimore	 until	
they	get	that	addressed.		
	
Thanks,	Dave 
	
Dave,	
	
Yep.	 	Anymore	 articles	 on	 your	 S-gauge	
layout?		We	need	S	articles.	
	
Thanks,	Noel			
	
Noel,	
	
No,	 it	 no	 longer	 exists.	 	I	 sold	 it	 off	 along	with	
about	98%	of	my	S	gauge	trains.		I	took	up	HO	in	
the	 meantime	 and	 joined	 a	 local	 club	 with	 an	
extensive	permanent	layout.	What	I	have	at	home	
now	is	a	much	simpler	arrangement	on	which	I	
run	primarily	HO	and	what	 little	S-gauge	 I	held	
onto	 when	 I	 feel	 like	 it.	 	S	 gauge	 however	 got	
stagnant.	There	was	and	still	is	almost	no	product	
flow	 from	 manufactures	 and	 what	 they	 do	
release	is	now	mainly	based	on	postwar	tooling	-	
boring.	 	HO-scale	 on	 the	 other	 hand	 is	 almost	
limitless	in	terms	of	the	variety	of	motive	power	
and	 rolling	 stock	 to	 choose	 from.	 	Bound	 of	
course	 by	 funds,	 but	 so	 much	 more	 fun	 and	
exciting.	 		And	 I’m	 not	 modeling	 any	 specific	
railroad,	 location,	or	 time	period.	 	I’m	modeling	
the	 beauty,	 ingenuity,	 variety,	 and	 history	 of	
railroading.	 	Selecting	primarily,	 I	suppose	from	
two	 time	 periods:	 1946-1976	 and	 the	 past	 20	
years.		Like	a	kid	in	a	candy	store.	 
	
Sorry,	Dave	
	
Hello Mr. Gerbracht and Mr. Widdifield, 
 
Thank you for informing me about the 
membership discount on drawings. My 
apologies for not catching that detail and 
botching the order-- creating more work for 
you. 
 
Please add these drawing cd's to the order: 
 
Passenger Equipment cars 

Head End Cars   $45 
Coaches               $45 
 
Please apply any overage to the Society fund of 
your choice.  
 
Thanks again, Steve Magnasco 
 
Mr.	Gerbracht,	
	
Please	see	the	separate	e-mail	I	sent	you	and	Mr.	
Widdifield	regarding	the	drawing	order.		
	
I	am	sending	you	this	e-mail	for	two	reasons.	
	
First,	I	wanted	to	thank	you	personally	for	your	
great	 effort	 in	 researching	 and	 producing	 your	
"Know	 Thy"	 series	 of	 books.	 The	 information	
contained	in	your	books	has	the	technical	"nuts	
and	bolts"	detail	I	enjoy.	These	four	volumes	are	
prized	additions	 to	my	book	collection	and	will	
be	referenced	often.		Thanks	again	for	a	job	well	
done.	
	
Secondly,	I	would	like	to	know	if	it	would	be	OK	
to	 correspond	 with	 you	 via	 e-mail	 after	 your	
return	from	your	travels?	I	have	a	grocery	list	of	
NYC	technical	questions	that	I	am	confident	you	
could	 answer.	 Hopefully	 the	 drawing	 cd's	 will	
answer	many	of	 these	questions.	 In	 addition	 to	
questions,	 I	 also	 have	 some	 paint	 chip	
information	I	would	like	to	discuss	with	you	that	
may	help	identify	some	NYC	colors	including	the	
elusive	"Opex	Blue".	

If	you	prefer	not	to	be	bothered	with	any	of	this,	
or	 if	 I	 should	be	directing	questions	elsewhere,	
please	advise.	
	
Thanks	again,	Steve	Magnasco,	NYCSHS#3001	
 
Hello	Steve, 
	
First,	 and	 regarding	 your	 drawing	 order,	 your	
thumb	drive	containing	 the	 files	you	purchased	
was	shipped	today	via	USPS.	
The	 tracking	number	 is:	9500	1157	9876	1295	
7229	29.	
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I	 always	 open	 and	 view	 individual	 drawings	 at	
the	beginning,	middle,	and	end	of	each	file	to	be	
sure	 the	 files	 copied	 OK,	 but	 if	 you	 have	 any	
problem	 with	 the	 thumb,	 please	 get	 back	 to	
me.		(I	assume	you	know	that	each	drawing	is	"as	
scanned"	with	no	cropping,	rotating,	or	any	other	
changes	 made,	 and	 most	 of	 the	 drawings	 are	
uncompressed	 TIFFs,	 so	 portions	 of	 each	
drawing	 can	 be	 enlarged	 if	 necessary	 to	 see	
detail.)		We	have	someone	assigned	to	rotate	(if	
necessary),	crop,	etc.,	each	drawing	but	I	suspect	
this	will	take	years,	if	ever,	to	accomplish.	
	
Thank	 you	 for	 your	 favorable	 comments	
regarding	 my	 four	 books.		 They	 seem	 to	 have	
been	well	 received	by	our	supporters,	and	 they	
were	a	pleasure	for	me	to	write	and	assemble,	but	
the	work	on	each	was	both	considerable	and	time	
consuming.		The	stochastic	printing	process	used	
yields	 detail	 close	 to	 a	 continuous	 tone	
photograph,	and	equivalent	to	a	line	screen	over	
400.		(Most	fine	art	"coffee	table"	type	books	have	
a	line	screen	of	about	160.)		So,	probably	for	the	
first	time	in	a	railroad	book,	I	was	able	to	include	
drawings	with	native	sizes	up	to	3-ft	x	8-ft	with	
legible	detail.	
	
I	would	be	pleased	to	hear	from	you	at	any	time,	
but	caution	that	you	may	be	overestimating	my	
ability!		 I	am	trying	to	segregate	my	"NYC	stuff"	
from	my	personal	 email,	 but	 you	 can	 email	me	
using	 my	 NYCSHS	 email	 address	
(trgerbracht@nycshs.org)	or	my	personal	email	
account	(trg6000@roadrunner.com).	
	
I	 assume	 you	 know	 that	 on	 our	 "Collinwood	
Shop"	website,	there	is	an	article	that	I	originally	
wrote	 for	 the	 Central	 Headlight	 regarding	 my	
findings	 for	 NYC	 paint	 colors,	 but	 Rich	 Stoving	
thought	 another	 paint	 article	 superfluous	 after	
two	 articles	 were	 published	 by	 the	 late	 Lans	
Vail.		As	a	result,	I	had	the	article	posted	on	our	
website.		I	am	interested	in	NYC	paint	colors	as	I	
am	 sure	 the	 membership	 is	 also,	 but	
documentation	 is	 key	 and	 everything	 else	 is	
"hearsay".	
	

I	would	like	to	thank	you	for	your	drawing	order,	
and	 your	 support	 of	NYCSHS.		 The	net	 total	 for	
the	files	I	provided	was	$400,	so	your	extra	$10	
contribution	will	go	into	our	General	Fund.	
	
Kindest	regards,	Tom	Gerbracht	
	
 

44tthh  QQttrr..  22002211  NNYYCCeennttrraall  MMooddeelleerr  

MMyysstteerryy  PPhhoottoo 

 
Noel: 
This is an abrasive brake shoe used to remove 
small flat spots on engine wheels. American 
Brake Shoe Company (ABEX) made these.  
 
When the brakes were applied, the shoe 
“ground” against the flat part of tread to 
eliminate the flat spot and the thump-thump-
thump caused by the flat spot. 
 
Cordially, John Hodson, 9/28/21, 12:10 pm 
 
Noel,		
	
It	 looks	 like	 the	 business	 side	 of	 an	 abrasive	
wheel	 truing	 brake	 shoe,	 designed	 to	 reduce	
flange	depth.	
	
The	 rectangle	 shapes	 are	 abrasive	 blocks.	
We	used	them	a	couple	of	times	on	two	Cape	Cod	
short	lines	that	I	worked	for.	
	
The	screeching	noise	 they	make	when	 in	use	 is	
not	pleasant	to	hear.	
	
Steve	Bartlett,	9/28/21 
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 

Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page, which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 

This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 

Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 

It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

Download the Instagram app to your
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 
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If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS 
with every purchase you make!! 

How to sign up for AmazonSmile to Contribute to the NYCSHS 

AmazonSmile is a way for members to support the NYCSHS every time they 
shop with Amazon. 

Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know 
and love, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the price of 

eligible purchases to the NYCSHS. 

Signing Up is Easy!! 

Here is how to shop AmazonSmile and donate to NYCSHS with each purchase: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Chose the NYCSHS to received donations
4. Select NYCSHS
5. Start shopping
6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and

start shopping at AmazonSmile

We are not promoting Amazon, but if you use if for shopping, why not donate to 
the NYCSHS as it costs you nothing and helps us a lot!! 
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I have been modeling for over 70 years and 
modeling the NYCS for much of that time, but I 
have never been at or participated in an 
operating session. 

So, when I visited the wonderful NYC layout 
that makes its home in the basement of Pete 
LaGuardia’s basement, I was impressed with 
the layout and Pete’s modeling skills.   

While there, Pete told me that he had been 
helped by several other modelers in his area and 
that he and the others regularly had conducted 
operating sessions.   

I was intrigued by this and told him that I had 
never participated in an operating session. Pete 
then asked me if I would like to try one and I 
quickly said yes. 

Some time passed and I got an email from Pete 
suggesting that I attend his next session 
scheduled in a couple of weeks.   

Of course, I said yes and so this article is about 
operating on Pete’s magnificent layout. 

So, I will begin with introducing you to 
some of the modelers who were at this 
session. 

 
Ernie Little on the left, Bryan Kidd center, and 
Bob Sharrer right. 

 
Herb Biegel on the left, Bob Scharrer center, and 
Bryan Kidd right. 

John Paganoni on the left, George Meyrick 
center, and John King right. 

 
Ernie Little blocking someone I can’t identify. 
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Before the session, Pete sent me the lineup 
sheet for the upcoming session. 

 

He also sent me the job assignments and as 
you can see, I was assigned to be the 
Hannibal Assistant Yardmaster. Of course 
there were obvious reasons for me to be an 
assistant. I spent a very enjoyable four plus 
hours learning and being the Yardmaster 
with excellent guidance and tutoring from 

Mat Thompson, who later took me to see 
his equally magnificent layout.  

So, I will share with you some photos of 
Pete’s Western Illinois Division of the New 
York Central. It is a fictional railroad based 
upon the NYCS but operating primarily in 
Illinois. (You will see some “foreign road” 
locos and cabooses in the photos. That is 
because some of the operators don’t model 
the NYCS and sometimes bring their own 
locos to run and Pete even has a few of his 
own other than NYC.) 

 

 
 

 
 

PPeettee’’ss  LLaayyoouutt  bbaacckk  iinn  JJaannuuaarryy  22001144..  
 

Pete has a dream, and it will be interesting to 
see if it will come to fruition.  

 

 

 

 
 

Nothing but an unfinished basement and lots of 
plans for the future layout. 
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Photos Taken In 2017 of Pete’s Layout 

Diesel servicing facility 2017. 

Diesel Maintenance Facility with WID 
Headquarters Building 2017. 

Car float leaving Port Thompson to deliver 
coal to Illinois Power 2017. 

 

Unfinished Port Thompson 2017. 

Unfinished yard 2017. 

It was fun visiting Pete, with my wife back 
in 2017. He had accomplished a lot in the 
years since moving in. 

The layout was operational, and he was 
able to show me what was possible at the 
time and described his plans for the future. 

Pete is a skilled modeler and has made 
excellent use of the large basement to fulfill 
his modeling dreams.  But the future holds 
even more modeling fun for Pete. 
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Photos Taken In 2022 of Pete’s Layout at 
t h e  op e ra t i ng  s e s s i on  I a t t e nded.

 
C r e w  R a i l r o a d  R o o m i n g  H o u s e  w i t h 
restaurants and repair facilities for cabooses. 

Roundhouse with 18 stalls.

 
West Moberly Junction with trains traveling 
East to West meet. 

 
Coal Tower with water and diesel oil tanks. 

 
West Moberly Junction with a view of town 
and Union Station. 

Car float leaving Port Thompson to deliver 
coal to Illinois Power. 
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Domenico Produce with Reefer Icing Facility. 

Crotona Yard crew staging area. 

Crotona Yard with diesel fueling and sanding 
facility. 

 
In progress of building Casamento Pulp Mill. 

Diesel transfer table in Crotona Yard. 

Casamento Icing Station to cool reefers for 
preparation to receive beef. 
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Raymond Auction House with stock cars 
unloading cattle. 

Diesel Maintenance Facility with WID 
Headquarters Building and transfer table.

 
View of stockyard where cattle is unloaded to 
meat packing plant. 

So, I am looking forward to the next 
operating session that Pete will be having. 
When I return up north for the summer, I 
hope to improve my participation with 
Pete’s crew. 

For those of you who have not tried an 
operating session, I would urge you to do it 
and then write us an article of your 
experience. 
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      Article by Dave Staplin                          Photos by Dave  

In this article Dave completes the addition of 
A/C to the Branchline Couch modification he 
began in the last edition. 

Car Roof 

Branchline did all modelers a favor by 
including inserts for the clerestory that can 
be added if you want to model as a non-
airconditioned car (ward ventilators on 
inserts) or strips with the removed 
ventilators plated over for the air-
conditioned versions.  The only air-
conditioned cars that retained ward vents 
were the ones converted with a smoking 
section.  You can consult photos for 
placement of the ward vents if you want to 
model one of those cars.   

While the roof is simple, you do have to 
make a choice on which end will be which.  
As it comes, the roof is symmetrical, but the 
air conditioning conversion added an 
additional globe vent on one end only.   The 
vent was added over the new electrical 
locker, while the two original vents over the 
toilet enclosures were retained.  For 
reference, this additional vent is on the car 
end where the women’s restroom is 
located.  Globe vents are made by Precision 
Scale, Part 33202.  Or, if you have any old 
Walthers white metal heavyweight detail 
kits, globe vents were usually included in 
those.  The photo in the right column shows 
vent placement on the end of the car having 
two vents.  When mounting detail parts like 
this, I use a digital caliper to measure the 
mounting lugs, which are not always 
symmetrical.  Then a drill bit is selected 
corresponding in size to the measured lug.  
Once mounted, the lugs can be ground off 
from the inside if they are in the way of 

interior detailing.  Mine were not in the 
way.   

The other two details which enhance the 
roof are the water fill fixtures and the grab 
irons associated with them.  NYC used 
gravity feed water tanks on almost all its 
heavyweight coaches, located in the 
clerestories.  These tanks could be filled 
from the ground, but gravity fed roof 
fixtures were also utilized.  To replicate this 
part, I used a plumbing fixture made by 
Precision Scale (Part 48274).  It is supposed 
to be a clean-out plug, but it resembles the 
prototype water fill enough to pass 
something less than a three-foot inspection 
test.  The hand grabs are Detail Associates, 
6602 for the plain grabs and 6603 for the 
ladder grabs. The water fill plug at the 
other end of the car will be mounted on the 
opposite side, over the men’s restroom.   

  
The view shown here is over the women’s 
restroom.   

I decided to add a liner to the interior of the 
roof to replicate the drop ceiling NYC used 
to conceal the air conditioning duct.  (Next 
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page, left) shows the small styrene scraps 
glued inside the clerestory to which were 
glued a sheet of pre-cut styrene.   I 
laminated a sheet of 0.010-inch styrene to a 
slightly narrower sheet of 0.020-inch 
material.  If you cut these to the proper size 
the resulting part will sit just inside the 
clerestory.  

 
You can see the scraps Dave glue to the roof to 
conceal the A/C ducts in the roof. The pre-cut 
styrene sheet is at the top waiting to be glued 
in place on the scraps.  
 
Looking at the (photo above), you may 
notice this insert does not extend over the 
restrooms at both end of the car so as not to 
interfere with interior bulkheads when 
assembling the car.  The insert was glued in 
and then the exterior of the roof masked.  
The whole underside of the roof was air 
brushed with light interior green from Tru-
Color (TCP-228).  This completes work on 
the car roof. 
 
Car Sides 
 
The 1939 air conditioning conversions did 
not require much in the way of body work.  
However, like the roof, you now must 
choose sides, because the two last windows 
must be blanked in the end of the car 
opposite the men’s restroom.  NYC 
installed a drinking fountain and a luggage 
rack in this space.   
 
 
You will notice I cut to a raised plate line, 
leaving a vertical row of rivets just before 
the batten and rivets at the side of the 
vestibule door.   

 
This shot illustrates how Dave took a small 
saw and rough cut the two windows out, then 
filed the rough edges smooth.   
 
In retrospect, the next time I do one of these 
cars, I will cut the material back to the 
batten strip at the door edge, because when 
you glue the styrene blank plug in, the 
seam will be less evident.   The picture was 
taken before a last and careful dressing of 
the hole’s edge so that the styrene plug 
would fit securely with no gaps.  The 
styrene plug was cut from 0.020-inch 
sheeting so that it was initially just 
oversized.  Then, carefully filing and 
sanding, I got it to the point where it could 
be force fit in the hole without warping and 
day light showing through the seam.  Once 
satisfied with the fit (below), the plug was 
glued in from behind with Testors styrene 
cement.  

 
Dave carefully cut a styrene plug to fill in the 
space where the two windows were in the car 
side. 
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Once cement for the plug was cured, a 
0.030-inch sheet of styrene was cut to back 
the 0.020-inch material inside the car and 
glued in place.  This gives the finished side 
added strength in case of subsequent rough 
handling.  The inside plug is behind the 
luggage rack and will not show.   

You will need to replicate the two vertical 
rows of rivets that used to border the old 
windows.  I did this with Archer Rivets but 
made the mistake of applying them before 
masking the outside of the car in 
preparation for painting the interior.  After 
air brushing the interior of the car sides, the 
Archer Rivets pulled off when I removed 
the Tamiya masking tape.  You could avoid 
this problem in one of two ways.  You can 
mask over this area with plain paper taped 
above and below the plug area.  
Alternatively, you could apply the rivets 
after painting the inside.  If you trim the 
plug hole to the edge of the vestibule 
battens, as recommend, there will be a third 
row of vertical rivets needing to be applied.   

Once the plug is applied to blank the last 
two windows, you can move on to the 
interior.   

Interior 

There are four major activities involved 
with the interior.  These include building 
partitions for the lavatories, building up the 
floor, seating, and window coverings. 

The partitions can be scaled from the floor 
plan available from NYCSHS, P-51251.  The 
NYCSHS passenger car CDs provide a 
wealth of plans for the variations of the 
heavyweight coach conversions.  I build 
partitions from 0.020-inch sheeting and use 
small structural angles in the corners to 
reinforce them.  Angles are also glued to the 
bottom of the partition to enlarge the gluing 

footprint on the car floor.  Canopy cement 
is used to secure the partitions to the floor.

Here, you can see the partitions assembled and 
painted along with other major assemblies.   

I chose to build the baggage shelves in 
addition to the partitions.  In building 
partitions, the modeler always needs to be 
mindful of the system for attaching the roof 
and leave room for it where the partitions 
intersect the cars sides.  Usually, there is an 
attachment system on both the roof and car 
side that need space.  Also, once away from 
the car sides, the partition height should be 
clear of the roof itself.   

Building up the floor is accomplished in 
layers.  The first thing that needs to be done 
is to check the bottom of the Branchline 
floor and body frame to see if any of the 
details added to the underbody result in 
lugs poking through inside of the floor.  If 
that is the case, a Dremel can be used in the 
restricted area to grind those lugs off flush 
with the floor.  Once they are gone, the car 
weight can be glued down, and it will sit at 
the proper level.  For heavy structural glue, 
such as attaching the metal weight to the 
plastic floor, I use Cyanopoxy.  A styrene 
sheet was sized and glued on top of the 
weight to provide an even bearing surface 
for the flooring when installed.  This 
includes small pieces to fill in between the 
molded-in recess for the unused coupler 
swing motion mount and the car sides.  

You can see here what the build-up looks like 
before the thin floor sheet with seats is applied.   
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For seating, there are several commercial 
versions of coach seats available.  Pikestuff 
makes them in strips (Part number 541-
4101 for gray), and they happen to be at the 
correct pitch for NYC’s reclining seat 
coaches (41.5 inches), both streamlined and 
heavyweight.  I built a thin floor sheet out 
of 0.010-inch styrene and painted the aisle a 
rust color (Modelmaster acrylic 4675) to 
mimic the linoleum tile used by NYC in 
coach aisles.  After painting the seats on the 
Pikestuff strips with an air brush, I painted 
the portion of the strips representing the 
floor in the same rust color using a paint 
brush.  The seat backs were painted white 
at the top to represent antimacassars, then 
taped over the white with masking before 
painting the rest of the seats grayish blue 
(Modelmaster Navy Blue-Gray enamel 
2055 if you can still find it).  The NYC had 
unique upholstery colors, but there are few 
good color photos of them available to try 
and match.  Making the match even more 
difficult were texture variations in the 
upholstery.  Nothing in the way of colors 
that I have found matches the prototype, 
but grayish blue makes a reasonable 
approximation.  In retrospect, there are 
products available for adding 
antimacassars to painted seats which 
would have saved some time, because my 
masking did not fully adhere, resulting in 
the need to do a lot of hand patch painting.

Here you can see the seats have been mounted 
on the thin painted styrene sheet.    

The aisle way floors at the ends of the car 
also need to be painted to match the color 
of the other flooring.  I did not detail the 
lavatories because the windows are frosted.  
Should modelers wish to do so, the floor 

plan will show where to put the sinks and 
toilets.   

Some modelers may prefer to buy the Laser 
window sets for this car, but I found the 
glazing material furnished by Branchline to 
be of acceptable quality.  Laserkit #368 
prism set was used for the lavatories.  
Branchline provides two prism windows; 
the upgraded car needs four, two for each 
lavatory.  The OEM windows went on one 
end of the car and the Laserkit prisms went 
on the other.  Since the lavatories are on 
opposite sides of the car the variance in the 
prism window appearance does not show.   

Once the car sides have been painted (see 
next section), and windows installed, 
shades can be applied.  Laserkit #366 green 
shades product provided window shade, 
and I secured them with canopy cement.  It 
dries clear, so if you accidentally get a small 
drop on a window, it is not the end of the 
world.  A window guard, fabricated from 
0.010 stainless wire, was applied on the 
three windows opposite the women’s 
lavatory.   

Finish 

Painting and finishing are not my strong 
points, so this section will focus on color 
choices, not execution. 

  
This photo shows the painted interior faces of the car. 
 
The sides and partitions were painted sand 
beige.  Anybody’s sand beige will do 
(Modelmaster 2710 enamel for example).  
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Notice that the car sides were masked 
where they will mate to the underbody side 
frame.  This assures a clean plastic to plastic 
bond for the glue.  The underside of the 
roof was painted a very light shade of 
green, as noted previously. 
 
The sides were sprayed with Tru-color 
Pullman Green, TCP-054, which I judged 
makes the best match to color samples of 
“Pacemaker Green.”  Keep in mind that 
“Pacemaker Green” is the same as 
“Pullman Green.” If you have a brand of 
“Pullman Green” that you favor and are 
used to air brushing with it, then go for it. 

  
Here you can see the exterior parts of the car 
after Dave spray painted them.   

I have historically had better luck with 
Scalecoat paints, but everyone using an air 
brush has paint they are comfortable with, 
and I recommend staying with that 
product.  This was my first experience with 
Tru-color and even with good coaching 
from Dean Apostal, I was not happy with 
the results.  Overcoating with GlossCote 
did not improve the initial results, either.  
Do not forget that you must paint the car 
ends and the inside of the vestibules.  To get 
those, the underbody was masked, which 
had been previously sprayed with a fifty-
fifty mix of Grimy Black and Engine Black.  

The roof was painted with Engine Black.  I 
was lucky enough to have surviving jars of 
Polly Scale Grimy Black and Engine Black, 
easy to use water soluble paints.  However, 
most model paint suppliers provide these 
colors in their product lines. 

Microscale set 87-932 was used for the 
lettering; however you need to cut the 
“New York Central” into the three words 
and stretch the lettering to match the 
correct NYC spacing.  Overall, from one 
end of the lettering string to the other 
should be 21 feet 6 inches, whereas the 
string is a scale 20 feet long as it sits on the 
decal sheet.  It is not a big difference, but it 
can be noticed when matched with cars 
lettered correctly.  I used a car number from 
the 1939 air conditioning program and 
applied the “C” under the number.  NYC 
initially added the “C” to designate which 
cars had air conditioning.  NYCSHS has a 
lettering CD which is recommended, as it is 
inexpensive for the treasure trove of 
guidance it provides.   

Once you have painted all the components, 
you can follow the Branchline instruction 
sheet for final assembly and detailing.  One 
note is that the diaphragm striker plate 
coming with the kit is based on a Pullman 
design standard, with a pointed peak at the 
top.  I substituted a striker plate closer to 
the NYC standard from my parts box which 
had a rounded top.  The shape was 
enhanced a bit with a file, using a photo of 
an NYC heavyweight car for guidance.  The 
rubber bellows also came from the parts 
box.  The Branchline bellows and minute 
mounting pins are beyond my skill level.   

Final Product 

Photos on the next page show both sides of the finished car.  It is my plan to eventually build 
models of cars air conditioned under other NYC annual programs.  The 1937 car will likely be 
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next, as the 50 prototypes from that class matched the 1939 program in numbers.  The 1937 
cars also had 58 seats, as modified.   

Here you see the final product.  This is the left side of the air-conditioned NYC coach. Be sure to check 
out all of the fine detail that Dave has modeled in this excellent version of this historic coach. 

This photo provides a view of the right side of the same Branchline modified coach. Dave has now 
added this accurate model to his large collection of NYCS passenger cars. 

 

 

This photo shows the ad for the Atlas/Branchline coach that Dave used for his modifications. 

If there are questions, interested modelers can contact Dave at staplindave@yahoo.com.  Good 
luck to all in your modeling endeavors.   
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Our 2022 NYCSHS Calendar 
The NYCSHS 2022 Calendar is now available with eleven color and three black & 
white photographs. 

With our New York Central calendar for 2022, we’ve done more than to provide 
you with the days of the week, some historical dates, and some nice train pictures. 
We want to take you on a trip around the vast New York Central System with 
stunning photos that are evocative of the seasons.  In February, you’ll sympathize 
with a South Bend operator as he hoops up orders to The Chicagoan in bitterly cold 
South Bend, Indiana; and in April you’ll see a conductor and rear brakeman 
conversing while their local freight pauses in still-chilly Hudson, Michigan.  In 
July you’ll feel the heat of The Bronx as a P-motor wheels a two-car Empire Service 
train past what is left of Mott Haven; and in December you’ll be glad to be warm 
at home when you observe a classic Hudson departing nearly snowed-in Buffalo 
Central Terminal.  Our calendar will also take you inside Harmon’s roundhouse 
as two Century-styled Hudsons are prepared for another westward voyage.  And 
our two covers will help you to recollect the final years of the Age of Steam.  All 
this from fine, high-resolution photos carefully selected from hundreds. 

Price is $16.00 each.  Ohio residents please add $1.28 Ohio sales tax.  

Please Print 

Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 

Number of Calendars Purchased___________________________ 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 

Calendars are $16.00 each.  Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales 
Tax or $1.28 per calendar.  (US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

2022 Calendar Order 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 

Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
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    Article by Steve Lasher                Photos by Russ Weis except as noted 
Well…here we are again. Your editor, Noel, 
referred a question from a fellow modeler 
about plans, drawings, and such for dwarf 
signals to me for my thoughts.  
 
Unfortunately, my reply was that as far as I 
could tell, there wasn’t much available as 
far as plans and precious little available as 
models. To complicate matters, the types of 
dwarfs found in use by the Central were all 
over the map. If you’re looking at a “union” 
passenger terminal like Cincinnati it 
depended on what railroad was 
responsible for the signaling. I know that 
Cleveland Union Terminal, for instance, 
was largely financed by the NYC and, 
accordingly, used GRS equipment. Having 
said that, CUT’s dwarf signals were quite 
unique. If you had the plans, it might be 
possible to 3D print accurate models and 
even light them with LED’s but that’s 
beyond my capabilities now. Also, we run 
smack into the lack of plans again. 
 
That takes us to Russ’s layout and his 
current needs. He’s installing a semi-
prototypical signal system on his layout. 
Now, it won’t function exactly like a 
prototype system, but it’ll be damn 
convincing and, so far, looks very good. 
Along the way, we’ve determined that 
we’ll use dwarfs to convey switch position. 
That’s relatively easy to do and 
comparatively inexpensive - something 
that can be accomplished in our remaining 
lifetimes. We decided on three criteria. The 
signals should be: a) as inexpensive and 
easy to build as possible because he’s going 
to need a lot of them; b) should be LED lit 
so control with switch-machines and or 
Arduinos will be straight forward, c) 
should be as easy as possible to install on 

the layout. Of course, accurate, scale looks 
would be a plus. 
 
The Cavalry Rides to the Rescue 
 
Luckily, all the above criteria were met 
using the Searchlight type dwarfs available 
from Showcase Miniatures. Walter and 
Debbie are doing an amazingly good job of 
keeping us signal nuts happy (check out 
their latest release of “Tri-light” 
{NYC/GRS calls them Type G} signal 
heads) with quality products. In this article 
we’ll talk about how we’re building dwarf 
signals for use on Russ’s layout. 
 

 

This Dwarf Searchlight signal contains brass 
etched hoods for an accurate model. The kit 
contains one signal with both the Standard and 
GRS type hoods. The unmounted signal head 
measures 0.25" high by 0.10" wide (head only-
not mounted) Showcase Miniatures’ Tri-Color 
LED fits directly into the signal head. LEDs are 
ordered separately.  
 
Of course, it starts with the dwarf 
Searchlight signal kit from Showcase 
Miniatures. You’ll see that the package is 
divided into two parts. The bottom 
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contains all the parts for the head and its 
control cable and junction box while the 
upper portion contains the etched fret with 
the sunshades. 
 

 
As you can see here, the parts are very small but 
well made. The penny gives you an idea of the 
size of the components. 
    
I began by using a small cutting burr to 
enlarge the back of the head casting along 
with the slot for the LED leads so that the 
LED’s will drop in comfortably. They 
should set flat, and the leads should drop in 
the slot and be flat and at least flush 
(preferably slightly recessed) with the slot. 
To some extent, this will depend on the 
type of LEDs you decide on using. The 
leads on the LEDs I’m using from Tony’s 
Train Exchange do require widening and 
deepening the slot slightly. The TTE LEDs 
are bi-color, three lead LED’s. Russ liked 
actual three-color LEDs with four leads and 
either can be easily accommodated. Once 
the this is done, we’re ready to 
permanently mount the LED. 

. 
     
 



Wnow Swite And The Deven Swarves (Plus A Few More) 

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2022 66	

The product I’m using for this is one you 
may have seen advertised on the internet 
lately. It’s called “Bondic” and it’s a UV 
setting resin like the stuff dentists now used 
for filing cavities. Although it’s not the “be 
all to end all” adhesive that the 
advertisements claim, it does have its uses. 
It works great to glue in the LED’s. Once the 
LED is properly in position you place a dab 
of the resin on the LED and leads. After you 
hold the UV light (included in the Bondic 
kit) on it for 10 seconds or so, the LED will 
be permanently in place. You’ve now 
completed the hardest part! 
 
I’m finding more and more neat stuff you 
can do with Bondic. It’s great for making 
small lenses such as in marker/class lights 
and vehicle head lights. For things like 
headlights, you make a small depression 
with a drill, paint in “Liquid Chrome” and 
let it dry. Then you use enough Bondic so 
that it domes over slightly. After you set the 
Bondic you’ll have a lovely headlight. For 
marker/class lights, you paint the color 
you want the lens to be in the cavity then 
fill and zap with Bondic. Looks great!). 
 
The cast metal back of the searchlight head 
needs to have the cast in register filed off. 
Once removed the back can be ACC’d or 
Bondic’d in place. Then, the head can be 
mounted to the base. Once this is done, you 
can begin painting.  
 
In the era Russ’s layout is set, NYC signals 
were painted black. I still have a bottle of 
Model Masters flat black, and you’ll need a 
generous coat. I think the master for the 
original “Century Metal Foundry” soft-
metal casting must have had problems and 
you’ll find the main part of the head has 
been 3D printed. This is OK except that the 
3D material isn’t very opaque, and it’ll take 

a good - maybe two - coats of paint to make 
it light-proof. For the moment leave the top 
of the lens mount paint. After painting the 
inside of the lens reflector with “Liquid 
Chrome” it’s time to place the clear lens in 
place. I use a small amount of Microscale’s 
Crystal Clear (Elmers would work just as 
well) then drop the lens in. It can be 
positioned easily in place before the glue 
sets. 
 
The kit includes both the US&S and GRS 
style hoods. Although the GRS hood would 
probably be the correct prototype for NYC, 
we used the US&S sunshade for another 
reason. These dwarfs will be used to give 
switch position indication and thus will 
need to be seen. The GRS sunshades are a 
bit too good at their jobs and hide the lens 
from easy viewing for any except straight 
on sighting. The US&S hoods make normal 
layout viewing a little easier but you can 
use the one of your choices. These are easily 
bent around a 3/32-inch drill shank held in 
a vice. Just line up the centerline of the 
shade on top of the shank and squeeze the 
shade with your fingers. It should come out 
to be a close fit for the lens front of the head. 
It can then be attached to the signal head. 
 
When the sunshade has been attached, the 
painting can be completed. Finish with the 
flat black. Everything from the base up 
should be black. The very bottom 
represents its concrete mounting base and 
is finished with “Tamiya Tan” to represent 
the concrete. I finish with a little dirt and 
grime on the concrete to give a rain splash 
weathered look. 
 
I decided that I would glue the signal to a 
base made of 0.020” and 0.040” styrene. The 
2 1/2 ft (scale) x 6 ft piece of 0.020” styrene 
is the bottom and has 2 small squares of 
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0.040” styrene glued to the top. These 
pieces are cut to be the same size as the 
concrete signal base and separated by just 
enough so that the cable/junction box lines 
up with the cable that apparently goes to 
the signal head. The photos should make 
this clearer. I pass the LED leads down 
through this base and glue the signal to 
0.040” styrene. It’s finished by painting this 
part gray to camouflage it with the ballast. 
 
This will have several advantages. The 
width of the base will allow us to mount it 
over a larger hole in the layout. This will 
make it easier to pass leads plus resistors 
and such down through the layout. The 
0.040” blocks will allow final ballasting to 
make the finished signal appear to be 
mounted on their concrete bases alone. 
 
Russ’s friend, Jim Petro, gave us a 
schematic for wiring the LEDs for switch 
indication use and we’ll include it with this 
article should you want to use these dwarfs 
for switch indication. 

 
The completed kit that Steve spent a few hours 
constructing. It satisfied his desire to find a kit 
for these dwarfs. 
 

 
As you can see here the dwarf signals look very 
realistic on Russ’s layout. 
The finished signals are beautiful 
renditions of actual Searchlight ground (a 
change in terminology driven by political 
correctness) signals that twenty years ago I, 
for one, would have never dreamed was 
possible.  

 

 
The	 latest	 scratch-built	 tri-light	 signal	 Steve	
has	come	up	with.	Russ	is	still	having	to	make	
the	 base	 but	 wanted	 to	 get	 it	 standing	 to	
protect	it.	(A	future	article	????)	
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       Article by Bob Shaw          Photos by Bob 

IIddeeaass  TToo  LLiigghhtt--UUpp  YYoouurr  LLaayyoouutt  
  

 
Looking down on Bob’s layout you can see the lamps that he has installed along the boulevard 
island. 

  
Scratch-building is rewarding. This article 
discusses building a boulevard island to 
showcase twin-globe streetlamps, making 
streetlamp bases and posts from 
workbench parts, lighting existing 
buildings and adding Woodland Scenics O-
Scale buildings that are illuminated by their 
Just Plug (R) lighting system, which is 
applicable to HO layouts, too. I don’t have 
any affiliation with the company, I just 
found their products to be excellent.  I hope 
this article sparks lighting ideas for your 
layout.    
 
Making a Boulevard Island  
 
The goal was to create a boulevard island 
that was attractive, showcased six K-line 
twin-globe streetlamps and formed a 6.5’ 
long x 2” high “see through barrier” to 
separate the highway from the trolley line 
behind it.  

  

 
An overhead view shows Bob’s scratch-build 
boulevard island that showcases twin-globe 
streetlamps and provides a see-through barrier 
between the road and trolley line.  
 
This close-up of the island (next page) 
shows the lamp posts mounted on scrap 
blocks of balsa wood that form the green 
base, along with horizontal brown 
basswood strips that were glued to the 
sides to create a “lip” along the edges to 
contain the turf and multi-colored lichen. 
The top of the island is composed of balsa 
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wood “planks” that were glued to the top 
of the balsa wood blocks. Trees were 
inserted into holes drilled into the top. 

 
The 6.5’wide x 2” high green boulevard island 
base is made from scrap blocks of balsa with 
balsa planks on top to support six streetlamps, 
trees and lichen.   
 
Gluing the top to narrow blocks instead of 
adhering it to a single solid piece of balsa 
wood cut costs and created a channel for 
the wiring (below).   

 
Gluing the top planks to balsa blocks created a 
channel to conceal lamp wiring.  Wires from 
two lamps were twisted together so only three 
wire drop holes were required.    
 
To eliminate having to drill six holes into 
the tabletop and running six sets of wire to 
a power terminal block, I twisted the wires 
from two lamps (positive to positive and 
negative to negative), which reduced the 
number of wire drops to only three. I used 
22-gauge double strand speaker wire, 
which worked well here. With the 
overhead lights dimmed, the boulevard 

streetlamps bath the trolley line and road in 
a warm glow (below). 
 

 
With the over-head lights dimmed, boulevard 
lamps bathe the road and trolley line in a warm 
glow.  
 
Bridging the Gap 
 
The layout road is black stair tread and I 
wanted it to span the aisle between the left 
and right sections of the layout. The 
solution was to place a Lionel trestle bridge 
(second below) next to the lift-out train 
bridge that is discussed below.   

  
 A friend suggested placing a vehicle trestle 
bridge next to the silver train bridge.  The black 
road is adhesive-backed stair tread mounted on 
the bridge bed.  

 
Adding the vehicle bridge was easy.  Simple 
place a Lionel trestle bridge next to the train 
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bridge (last page), run stair tread from the left 
table across the bridge to the right table, cut 
and press into place (last page lower).    
It was that simple … line-up the roads on 
each side of the span between the two 
tabletop sections, place the bridge so it’s 
centered on the roads and stick a piece of 
stair tread on the bridge floor to create a 
seamless road from one tabletop to the 
other. Both bridges are easy to lift out and 
set back in when using the aisle. The next 
step is to apply white automotive pin 
striping tape to create road lanes.  
 
Illuminated WS Buildings  
 
I like Woodland Scenics (WS) O-Scale 
buildings because they are highly detailed 
and illuminated by the factory-installed 
Just Plug system. They look great during 
the day (below) and line-up to make an 
impressive city block.  

 
Woodland Scenics buildings are highly 
detailed and look great in the day. 
 
Here (left to right) a hardware store, 
cobbler shop and general store look 
authentic next to a MTH Paper Shedder 
store and a WS post office at the end of the 
street.  Woodland Scenics buildings are 
equally impressive at night (top right) 
thanks to factory-installed LED lights that 
illuminate the windows to reveal detailed 
interiors including those in a WS 
Emporium and Sully’s Tavern (top right 
middle).  

 
Illuminated interiors of Woodland Scenics 
buildings make them equally impressive at 
night. 

 
Close-up of a Woodland Scenics Emporium (l.) 
and Sully’s Tavern (r.) combine with Artista 
figures and an Ertl truck to create an 
interesting scene.   
Peeking in the window reveals furniture, a 
counter and other Emporium interior 
details (below).  

 
Peeking through the window of the Emporium 
reveals furniture, a counter and other 
illuminated interior details. 
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Looking over the shoulder of the patron 
exiting Sully’s Tavern reveals the bar with 
stools, a wall telephone and other details  

 
Realism is enhanced by illuminated details in 
Woodland Scenics buildings, such as the bar 
with stools, wall telephone and mirror in 
Sully’s Tavern.   
 
Usually three LEDs are factory-installed in 
each WS building.  They are wired to a 
female receptacle on the bottom of the 
building that receives a male plug that 
connects into a Light Hub (below), which is 
mounted under the layout tabletop and 
holds up to four building plugs.  

 
The Woodland Scenics Just Plug lighting 
system includes a Light Hub that simplifies 
powering illuminated buildings. 
 
A WS power supply energizes the Light 
Hub LEDS, which can be individually 
dimmed.  While the cost of various Just 
Plug components can add up, it’s an easy-
to-use system that eliminates several wires 

required for conventional lighting and 
produces dramatic lighting effects. 
 
Illuminating a Service Station 
 
This metal and plastic Standard Oil Service 
Station by Berkshire Valley is my favorite 
structure, shown here after illumination 
(below), which highlighted the highly 
detailed exterior and interior features.  
  

 
Bob’s favorite structure is a highly detailed 
Berkshire Valley Standard Oil Service station, 
shown here at night.  
 
I used Woodland Scenics stick-on LED Cool 
White Lights to illuminate the gas station.  
One light was stuck to the roof inside the 
building (below) and another was stuck 
under the canopy over the gas pumps.   

 
Bob mounted a Woodland Scenics stick-on 
Cool White LED under the interior roof of his 
Standard Oil Station, and another under the 
gas pump canopy, to light the interior and 
exterior.   
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Both wires were taped to the roof until they 
reached the back wall where they were fed 
to a Light Hub through holes drilled into 
the station floor and tabletop.       
 
To complete the exterior transformation, 
two diecast goose neck streetlamps were 
replaced with illuminated scratch-built 
versions (below).  

 
To complete the exterior transformation of the 
gas station, Bob replaced two diecast goose 
neck streetlamps with two scratch-built 
versions.   
Construction details can be seen here (top 
right). The lamp base (A) is a cap from a 
Lubriplate tube with a hole drilled into the 
top where a length of hollow, round plastic 
tube (B) was inserted to form the lamp pole.  
A HO-scale goose neck streetlamp with 
reflector was inserted into the plastic tube 
(C) and glued in place after running wires 
through the hollow tube and were 
connected to a power terminal strip under 

the layout table.  A duplicate lamp was 
constructed and mounted across from the 
first one to light each side of the entrance to 
the gas pumps. 

 
Bob used a Lubriplate cap (A) for the lamp 
base, drilled a hole in the top to accept a plastic 
tube “pole” (B) and glued a HO-Scale 
gooseneck streetlamp into the tube hole after 
running the wires through the tube into a 
terminal strip under the tabletop.  
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Lighting Plastic Buildings 
 
Many plastic houses, such as this one at the 
end of the street (below) are illuminated 
with conventional lamps.  

 
Some of Bob’s plastic houses were illuminated 
by placing them over conventional socketed 
lamps.  
The lamps (below) can be installed in table 
mounted sockets or in sockets on long 
wires so the lamp can be inserted into the 
space to be illuminated such as the second 
floor of this house (top right)  

 
Table mounted lamp sockets (right) simplify 
lighting houses and other structures.  Lamp 
sockets on long wires (left) are used to reach 
and light elevated areas of buildings. 
 
Note that some windows in the house 
shown in the image (top right) are covered 
by black electrical tape to simulate a dark 
room, while frosted plastic or styrene 

covers others to produce a realistic glow.  
These tried-and-true techniques can be 
used to realistically light-up just about any 
size building.  

 
A lamp socket on a long wire effectively lighted 
the second floor of this house.   
 
You Can Do It!  
 
If you haven’t tried lighting your layout, 
please give it a try.  It’s a relatively easy 
addition to any layout and produces 
wonderful effects when the ceiling lights 
are dimmed. 
 
This is the final article from Bob. He will 
continue to be the premier O-gauge writer for 
our magazine.  He will be really missed.

We welcome any articles on O-scale or O-
gauge as we have received very few of 
these over the years of publication.  

Bob Shaw



NYCSHS 2022 Albany, NY Convention 
May 13 – 15   Albany Crown Plaza 

NYCS Presentations, Saturday Train Trip and Bus Tour, 
NYCSHS Banquet, Annual Meeting, Train Show  

Collinwood Shop 

Three Days of NYCS History and Fun!!! 
Registration Fee $199.00 for All Three Days Including 

Banquet 

Rooms at the Albany Crowne Plaza $130.00 per night plus NY State Sales Tax 
(Cutoff date 4/28/2022) 

Register In Collinwood Shop 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Convention-Registration_c_23.html 

Download and Mail in a Form 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/12/nycshs2022registrationform.pdf    
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2022 Convention & Meeting 

Albany, NY - May 13 - 15, 2022 
Crowne Plaza Albany 

660 Albany Shaker Road 
Albany, NY 12211 

Schedule 
Friday, May 13, 2022 

• Registration 9 am – 9 pm
• Covid 19 Vaccination Check at sign in
• Self-Guided Layout Tours 12:00 noon –

5:00 pm
• Presentations 3 pm – 9:00 pm
• Collinwood Shop open

Saturday, May 14, 2022 
• Buses Load for Tour 8:00 am
• Visit Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum
• Ride Berkshire Scenic Railroad
• Box Lunch at Museum from Angelina’s Sub

Shop
• Bus tour of NYC and other railroad locations
• No-Host Reception 5:00 pm
• Banquet 6:00 pm
• Guest Speaker TBA - 8:00 pm
• Annual Meeting
• Collinwood Shop open after meeting

Sunday, May 15, 2022 
• Presentations 10:00 am – 2 pm
• Train & Railroadiana Show 10:00 am – 3:00

pm
• Collinwood Shop 10:00 am – 3 pm

NYCSHS Website:	
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/12/nycshs
2022registrationform.pdf 
to download registration forms.  
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 

Historic Sites 
• New York State Museum
• USS Slater DE-766
• Schuyler Mansion
• Albany Institute of History
• Stephen & Harriet Myers Residence
• Irish American Heritage Museum
• American Indian Heritage Museum
• New York State Capital
• Washington Park
• Erastus Corning II Tower
• Times Union Center
• The Egg
• Albany Pine Brush Reserve
• Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire

State Plaza
• Albany-Rensselaer Train Station
Hobby Stores & Layouts 
• Working to sign them up – Check the NYC

website for current info

Hotel Rooms
Hotel rooms will be available at the Crowne 
Plaza Albany, $130.00 plus 14% tax per night. 
To qualify for this reduced rate hotel 
reservations must be made prior to April 28, 
2022.  Website for hotel is: 
www.desmondhotelsalbany.com  
Reservations should be made at 518-869-8100 
and ask for a room in the New York Central 
System Historical Society block.

Presenters 
• Dick Chait - “Architectural Details of the

Albany Union Station and other NYC mainline
stations and terminals”

• Doug Chapman – “Ralston Steel Company
Cars on the NYC”

• Malcolm Laughlin – “NYC Family Tree,
Genealogy of the 613 companies that formed
the NYCS”

• Len Gordy – “Railroad China”
• Jim Suhs – “The Kankakee Belt Route”
• John Taibi – “HOJACK –Remembering the

RW&O”
• Bryan Monaco – “Michigan Southern Railroad”
• David Saums – “Memories of the Upper

Harlem”
• Newton Sweet/ Dave Mackay – “Memories of

the West Shore”
• Malcolm Laughlin/Gordon Davis – “GCT to

Mott Haven Operations”
• Roger Hinman – “NYC Baggage Cars”
• John Barth – “First Generation Diesels”
• Brian Marotta – “Hudson Division In N-Scale”
• Alex Schneider/Frank Scheer – “NYC RPOs”
• John Taibi – “Rehabilitating the Adirondack

RR”
• Richard Tower – “NYC Passenger Service”
• Blain Hayes – “History of the CUT”
• Brian Solomon – “Two Centuries of the Boston

& Albany”

Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and layouts is 
the best that the committee understands as 12/30/2021 and 
may change due to factors beyond its control.  Some of 
these presentations may change. 

You	must	be	fully	
vaccinated	for	Covid	19	
(Including	booster)	to	
attend.		You	will	be	
required	to	show	proof	at	
registration	at	the	event.	
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Over the years I have found that I spend a 
lot of time drilling holes and tightening or 
loosening screws in my modeling. 

For most of that time, I did this using small 
hand screwdrivers and pin vises with bits. 
And this worked fine, but I recently 
decided that there must be a better way to 
do this small tasks. 

 

A quick Google search led me to two small 
tools that have made my modeling much 
more enjoyable. 

Ultratech Power Precision Screwdriver 

 
The all-new Ultratech Power Precision 
Screwdriver from General Tools & Instruments 
can handle those difficult, repetitive screw-
fastening jobs in extremely tight spaces. It’s a 
battery-operated screwdriver of its size and 
capability and a perfect tool for the modeler. 
Motorized, miniaturized, powerful and portable, 
this pen-size tool with an ABS housing, 
ergonomic rubber grip, a quick-change chuck 
and a micro-torque drive powered by 2 AAA 
batteries (included) that generates 100+ RPM. It 
is 7 3/4 in. in length, it fits neatly in your hand. 
It comes with six interchangeable driver tips 
(slotted 1/8, 1/16 in., Philips 0, 00 and star T6, 
T5) and a bit holder.  

This tool has made driving small screws into my 
models a much easier job. 
Available at Home Depot for $18.95 

Yakamoz Mini Hand Drill 

 

This is a small volume, light weight drill with a 
comfort grip handle, that offers good control 
while drilling.  

This is a useful hand tool for working on PCB 
circuit plate board, thin metal, and thin 
aluminum. Ideal for drilling holes in wood, 
plastic, paper, acrylic, etc. However, it cannot 
drill high hardness materials such as steel, thick 
metal sheet, hard wood or similar materials. 
I have looked for one of these power tools for 
many years and recently found this after an 
extensive search on the internet and looking at 
numerous tools at Home Depot and Lowes. 
It is an excellent drill for the many jobs that 
require small and precise holes while 
constructing structures, rolling stock and locos.  
And although I have not used it yet, it will make 
some of the wiring jobs much easier for me. 
       Available on Amazon for $21.99 

Noel Widdifield, NYCentralModeler, 
Editor 
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Over 90,000 photos online and 

available to purchase. 
The new NYCSHS Archive Digital Shop puts these thousands of photos at your fingertips, 
just a couple of mouse clicks away. Drawings and maps coming soon. 
 
Here is your chance to see NYC railroading as it really was, to rekindle your NYC memories, 
guide your layout dreams, to help your modeling, and to further your understanding of the 
NYC. 

 
 

  Link to Digital Shop:     https://nycshs.omeka.net/ 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

Here are the latest: 

NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932   NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018   NYC Signals Department 

NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 

Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of Flash Drives with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these Drives to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. Computer manufacturers are no longer providing DVD drives with their 
computers, so we have begun to offer Archive and NYCSHS Collinwood Shop Products on 
3.0 Flash Drives. Buy them and just plug them into one of your USB ports on your computer 
and enjoy them just as you would a DVD. 

From Horsecars to Interurbans – Oneida Railway Company 

CCC&StL (Big Four) Valuation Maps – Full Coverage 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCS Central Headlight Magazine 1940 – 1968 
The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 1932 when they stopped 
publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock market crash. That magazine was called the New 
York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight in 1940 and continued to 
provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent railroad. 

It was published monthly by, and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the New York Central 
Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad workers, their families and the home 
communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the employees, and events that impacted the employees 
and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during those years that it 
was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 
also available in digital form from the NYCSHS. 

NYCS Structures  (Reissued on a Flash Drive) 
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority 
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn 
Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to as 
"Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.  

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photo of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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        Article by Dennis Regan                      Photos by Dennis 

	
Dennis	Regan,	Carl	Wessel,	Frank	Bongiovanni,	Chuck	Beargie	and	Bob	Keeler	(l.	to	r.)	standing	at	
the	NYCSHS	table	at	the	St	Louis	Railroad	Prototype	Modelers	Meet. 

The New York Central System Historical 
Society (NYCSHS) participated in the 
Fourteenth Railroad Prototype Modelers 
Meet (St. Louis RPM Meet) on July 30th and 
31st, 2021 at the Gateway Center in 
Collinsville, IL.  This event is hosted by a 
dedicated crew of six St. Louis-region 
railroad prototype modelers and is co-
sponsored by the Gateway Division, 

National Model Railroad Association 
(NMRA).  Typically held annually, the 2020 
Meet was cancelled due to COVID-19.  
However, despite the growing threat of the 
COVID-19 Delta variant, a record crowd of 
750 attendees turned out for this year’s 
meet, probably because they wanted to 
enjoy an RPM Meet in person once again 
and because they were tired of the ongoing 
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cabin fever after missing last year’s meet.  
Bob Keeler, Chuck Beargie, Carl Wessel, 
and Frank Bongiovanni manned the 
NYCSHS table at what is now the nation’s 
largest annual Railroad Prototype 
Modeler’s Meet.  Dennis Regan was unable 
to spend much time at the Meet this year, 
but Bob, Chuck, Carl, and Frank provided 
him with input for this report.   
 
Naturally, railroad protypes are the 
highlight of these meets.  Folks bring 
models, finished or in-progress, for display.  
These models depict locomotives, rolling 
stock, vehicles, structures, models of 
equipment seen at railroad-served 
industries, and dioramas featuring railroad 
models.  This year’s meet included 2,000+ 
models.  The purpose of an RPM Meet is 
teaching, learning, and collaboration 
among modelers and those who love the 
prototype railroads (from around the 
nation and the world).  There are always 
small groups around the model tables 
talking to those who were displaying their 
models and those modelers were 
answering questions and sharing how they 
built their models.  And the learning goes 
both ways – knowledgeable fans of 
prototype railroading share their insights 
with the model builders and these key 
pieces of information may help improve 
future modeling projects. 
 
Presentations and clinics by nationally 
recognized modelers and railroad 
historians were given both days of the 

meet.  Multiple hand-picked scale model 
vendors were in the house, and modular 
layouts in a range of scales were up and 
running.  Hands-on learning stations ran all 
day on both days, covering tracklaying, 
weathering techniques, working with the 
latest airbrushes and paint products, and 
operations with the current variety of 
electronic controls.  Prototype information 
sources weren’t ignored either.  Top sellers 
of railroad photos, videos, maps, books, 
and railroad historical society publications 
were on hand.  Even if you’re not a 
modeler, the Meet assembled a wonderful 
variety of prototype railroad information 
for your interest.  Although home layout 
tours and evening social events are also 
usual features of the Meet, this year they 
were suspended due to COVID-induced 
restrictions. 
 
As always, we enjoyed meeting fellow 
NYCSHS members who stopped by the 
Society table to talk New York Central.  We 
learned about the NYCS from them, and we 
also tried to answer their questions about 
the NYCS and about the Society itself.  It 
was almost like a mini-convention where 
we shared insights into NYCS history.  We 
always encourage visitors to document 
their NYCS stories for us and we offer to 
help them in that process.  Of course, we 
welcomed  visitors who are not yet 
NYCSHS members.  We give them a 
membership application, a brief rundown 
of the benefits of Society membership and a 
gratis back-issue copies of “The Headlight.”  
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Chuck reported that he handed out 
NYCSHS membership applications to 
multiple visitors to the Society table on the 
first day of the Meet.   
 
Chuck used his laptop to demonstrate a 
variety of the Society’s digital products and 
to answer questions about the NYCS.  
Chuck also showed his research 
documentation on the Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern Railway’s Franklin 
Division at Jefferson, OH.  He displayed 
maps and scratch-built structure models 
intended for his planned layout featuring 
NYCS 1920s-1930s operations at Jefferson.  
Chuck also displayed a selection of 
NYCSHS-developed structures finished in 
the accurate NYCS paint colors available 
from the Society’s Collinwood Shop.   
 
Bob had a couple of guys stop by who were 
excited by his scratchbuilt 1/29 scale model 
of a Conrail “shop bug.”  One of these 
visitors had modeled this “creature” in HO.  
He spent 10 minutes just taking pictures of 
the bug.  Bob modeled the bug as it 
appeared when used by Conrail because at 
the time he built it, he only had Conrail 
photos of it.  Later, he saw a picture of the 
same bug in plain black paint with only the 
oval New York Central herald, but he’s 
been unable to find that picture again.  Bob 
would enjoy seeing additional photos of 
that unit.  In addition to the former NYCS 
shop bug, Bob also populated the Society 
table with his HO-scale NYC jet snow 
blower model as well as the Silver Rails 

Through the Heart of the Park, New York 
Central Railroad’s Adirondack Division  and 
P&LE's Berkshires books.  He also brought 
kits of the NYC 19000-series plywood side 
caboose, the NYC "Pacemaker" wood 
cupola caboose, and Lines East Tower to 
show some of the products that can be 
obtained from the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Chuck, Carl, and Frank took the 
opportunity to attend clinics that interested 
them.  This year, the Meet organizers 
selected “Coal” as the theme for the clinic 
series.  For example, NYCS modelers could 
enjoy presentations on “C&IM Coal 
Operations,” “Archives Resources for 
Modeling: The Life of a Coal Car,” “Mining 
Coal in the Land of Corn and Soybeans,” 
“Modeling a Coal Mining Town,” “Tips on 
Track Planning for the Coal Fields,” and 
“Black Diamonds in Little Egypt: Moving 
Southern Illinois Coal.”  Prototype 
modeling interests beyond coal were not 
neglected either, including subjects such as 
3D-printed caboose models, model sound 
systems, kitbashing Seaboard Air Line 
boxcars, IC 40-foot box cars, as well as mail 
and express trains east of Chicago and St. 
Louis.  So, you could certainly learn 
something valuable from these clinics that 
you could apply to your NYCS modeling 
no matter where those interests take you.   
 
The NYCSHS was one of 19 railroad 
historical societies participating in the Meet 
from across the nation, each with tables 
staffed by society personnel.  These 
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societies met as a group, by invitation only, 
to discuss common issues and to share 
lessons-learned about successes, challenges 
met, and plans for the future.   
 
Dennis took the photos of NYCS models 
which follow this article. As usual, the 
intent was to record NYCS models that 
were on display, whether those models are 
in NYCS markings or in the markings of 
predecessor railroads, successor railroads, 
or any railroad which may have purchased 
equipment after NYCS service.  (Dennis 
gratefully acknowledges the Canada 
Southern website for valuable assistance 

with NYCS freight car lot numbers used in 
the photo captions.) 
 
Remember, RPM Meets are held 
throughout the U.S., so there are multiple 
opportunities available to enjoy one 
yourself (while showing the NYCSHS flag 
too!).  The Society staff will gladly help you 
set up an NYCSHS table for the meet.   
 
Bob Keeler 
Chuck Beargie 
Carl Wessel 
Frank Bongiovanni 
Dennis Regan
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1/29 scale Conrail “shop bug” originally built 
by NYC.  The model runs on a track-powered 
USA GP-7 truck, while the flashing warning 
lights operate from a 9V battery.  Model by 
Bob Keeler. 

 
Close-up view of the Conrail (ex-NYC) “shop 
bug.”  Model by Bob Keeler. 

 
HO-scale NYC MoW jet snow blower X-27210 
and its supporting fuel tank car.  Model by 
Bob Keeler. 

  

 
Close-up view of HO-scale NYC MoW jet snow 
blower X-27210.  Model by Bob Keeler. 

 
HO-scale passenger-equipped NYC class 
DRSP-4G GP-9 6040 built by General Motors 
of Canada-Diesel Division in 1957.  Model by 
Carl Wessel. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 831-H hopper 834596 
showing a December 1942 built date and last 
shopped at Avis, PA in May 1948.  Model by 
Carl Wessel. 
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HO-scale Big 4 Lot 412-H hopper 80972 
showing a Dec. 1920 built date and shopped at 
the Ralston Steel Car Co., Columbus, OH, 
August 1935.  Model by Carl Wessel. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 703-B boxcar 157091, built 
in June 1940 and last shopped East Rochester, 
NY in January 1952.  It looks like a grain door 
in the car.  Model by Carl Wessel.

 
 HO-scale PC boxcar 149016 carrying TOC 
(Toledo & Ohio Central) reporting marks for 
accounting purposes.  TOC was leased by, and 
then merged into, the NYCS.  This car is 
stenciled for flour and cereal loading only, to 
be returned when empty to Penn Central in 
Buffalo, NY.  Model by Dennis Lippert. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 479-H 860000-series two-
bay steel offset-side hopper.  The prototype 
was built by MDT in East Rochester, NY in 
1924.  Photo shows in-progress kitbash and 
detailing by Brian J. Carlson. 

 
And now for the rest of the story….!  With good 
humor, Brian J. Carlson shared the history of 
his ongoing effort to build a finely detailed 
replica of the NYC 860000 series two-bay steel 
offset-side hopper.  Sound familiar? 
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HO-scale NYC class DRSP-4N GP-7 5754 
equipped for passenger service.  Note the 
scratchbuilt ATC generator on the fireman’s 
side of the short hood.  Model by Michael Ferris.

 
Prototype photo of NYC class DRSP-4N GP-7 
5754 along with an overview of the detailing 
Michael Ferris did on his model of this unit.

 
Prototype photo of an NYC class DRSP-4N 
GP-7 Michael Ferris used for reference when 
building his model of GP-7 5756 and an outline 
of the detail items Michael used.

 
HO-scale NYC class DRSP-4N GP-7 5756 
equipped for passenger service.  Photo of the 
engineer’s side of the unit.  This unit is not 
equipped with the “torpedo-tube” rooftop air 
reservoirs found on sister-unit 5754.  Model by 
Michael Ferris. 

 
Prototype photo of NYC class DRS-1C RS-1 
8109 Michael Ferris used for reference when 
building his model of this unit, along with a 
summary of the paint used and detailing he did.

 
HO-scale model of NYC class DRS-1C RS-1 
8109 built by Michael Ferris. 
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Prototype photo of NYC class DRS-15A U25B 
2501 and an overview of the detailing and 
finishing Michael Ferris did in modeling this 
unit.

 
HO-scale model of NYC class DRS-15A U25B 
2501 built by Michael Ferris. 

Nearly complete HO-scale model of the NYC 
class DES-18 SW-8 under construction by Eric 
Hansmann. 

 
Prototype photo of NYC class DES-18 SW-8 
9640.  Also included are a list of the details Eric 
Hansmann used in constructing his model of 
this type of unit and a nice illustration of some 
of those parts before and during installation on 
the model. 

 
Beautifully detailed and weathered HO-scale 
model of the 1926-era NYC Lines Lot 378-H 
USRA-design twin hopper 420080.  This is an 
Accurail model on which all free-standing 
detail was replaced by wire.  The model is 
equipped with Accurail Proto: HO couplers.  
The builder, whose name regrettably was not 
recorded, estimated that it took 6 hours of 
work to detail, decal, and weather the model. 
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1st Qtr. 2021 Authors (From top left to right) – Thomas Lange, Dave Ross, Chuck Beargie, John 
Fiscella, Bob Shaw, Doug Kisala, Dave Mackay, Steve Lasher, and Russ Weis. 
 

    

    
 

  
2nd Qtr. 2021 Authors (From top left to right) – Phil Darkins, Victor Hand, Bob Shaw, Dean 
Apostal, R. B. Phillips, and Tom Long.  
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3rd Qtr. 2021 Authors (From top left to right) Steve Bratina, Robert von Behr, Bob Shaw, Joe 
Rothwell, Chuck Beargie, and Paul Pickard. 
 
 

         
 

      
           
4th Qtr. 2021 Authors (From top left to right) – Steve Lasher, Russ Weis, Thomas Lange, Bob 
Shaw, Chuck Beargie, Tom Long, and Larry Faulkner.  

HHaallll  ooff  HHeerrooeess--  AAllll  hhaavvee  rreecceeiivveedd  oouurr  NNYYCCSSHHSS  MMaaggaazziinnee  WWrriitteerr    
TT--SShhiirrtt  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ffiirrsstt  aarrttiiccllee  ffoorr  uuss.. 
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We introduced this feature in the NYCentral 
Modeler to showcase some of our NYCSHS 
members modeling. We are requesting that 
you send us some photos of your models 
with a short caption.  We will showcase 
these models in each new edition. Send 
photos to: 
 NFWiddifield@NYCSHS.org  
Mystery Photos: In the last issue we asked 
for you to help us solve the mystery of who 
sent us these photos. There were 13 photos, 
and we didn’t know who had sent them. 

 
We quickly received an email from 
NYCSHS member, Victor Hand, reminding 
us that he had sent these as part of the 
examples of his ongoing efforts with his 
new layout. Of course, the models on the 
shelves in one of the other photos are some 
of his many NYC models.  

Art Newman Photos

 

Art says, Dave, in his president’s message, 
wrote about diesels and then he saw in the 
NYCentral Modeler the new member’s 
model.  There attached are his NYC 
Diesels.  He says, “Oh, I do like those steamers, 
but the streamliners are what I remember”. His 
pride and joys are a Walthers U30B, two Bower 
C430, Bachmann FA2 and FA2, two GP7’s and 
one E7 not pictured all DCC with sound. He 
says, “I love those sounds”. 

 

Just a bit of history, he started like many 
with a 4x8 later expanded to a 4’x16’ dog 
bone layout.  Living in Rochester, NY 
NYCHHR country, he was drawn to the 
NYC, Water Level Route.   Although his 
new layout is free-lanced it will be based on 
the Mohawk Division between Utica Union 
Station to Syracuse Dewitt Yard.  His base 
is in Canastota, NY on the Water Level 
Route, the West Shore and crossed by the L 
& V.  His Branch Line of the Central is the 
Canastota Central Railroad.  His present 
layout is modular along the wall.  Right 
now, he has three sections started and is 
learning as he goes. 
  
The next two photos are of Art’s two 
modules starting with the one on the left 
side of the room (next page). 
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Note that in both photos, Art has additional 
modules stacked along the wall behind the 
layout. All photos by Art. 

New Tangent Models Bay Window 
Cabooses

Rich Stoving’s new NYC bay window caboose 
on his layout. Rich Stoving photo. 

Mike Woodburn already had a couple of other 
NYC lettered bay window cabooses, so he 
decided to go with one of the new B&A sub-
lettered Tangent models for his 
collection.  Mike does not have his own layout, 
but he operates regularly on the Sebring, Ohio 
Model Railroad Club.  Before retirement, Mike 
had worked for Conrail and later the Ohio 
Central R.R. This photo was taken on the 
club’s layout. Doug Leffler photo.	

 
This photo of the Tangent Models NYC Bay 
Window caboose was taken on the editor’s 
“shelf” layout. Packaging shown below. 
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Larry Faulkner Models 

 

 

 
 

 

Larry continues his modeling in HO-scale, 
and these are his latest effort.  They are the 
Tichy baggage wagons, and you can see 
them progress from primer to paint and the 
some PanPastel weathering. 
Larry stays very busy with his full work 
schedule, but we continue hope that at 
some point he will be able to return to his 
partnership with Manuel Duran-Duran 
providing us with more of their interesting 
modeling articles. 
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Memories 4th Qtr. 2011 

 

NYCSHS Director, Tom Gerbracht’s NYC Lines 
West in O-Scale.  Tom Gerbracht photo. 

Working to get the Geep ready for its next 
assignment on Noel Widdifield’s NYC in 1/29-
scale. Photo by Noel. 
 

 

Memories 1st Qtr. 2013 

NYCSHS Director Emeritus, Dick Barrett’s 
extensive collection of trains. Photo by Dick. 

Dr. Randall Swanson’s O-Scale NYC featured 
his many excellent structures. This is his 
Westfield station. Photo by Noel. 
We continue to ask for photos and articles 
for the magazine, but we receive very few. 
We spend an inordinate amount of time 
trying to get our members to share their 
modeling with us.  This column was an 
attempt to make it easier to share photos 
rather than writing articles, but we have 
gotten very few photos. It only takes a few 
minutes to take a photo with your phone 
and email it with a caption telling us about 
it. Please do that. Email to: 
NFWiddifield@NYCSHS.org  
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 20% 
off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 0126 Oak Creek, WI  
53154-0126



New York Central System 
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 126, Oak Creek, WI 53154-0126 
***Note New Mailing Address***

2022 New Membership Application 
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight -------------------------------------- $44.00 ______ 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------- ADD $15.00 ______ 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight ----------- $44.00 ______ 

---Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage --------- ADD $  8.00 ______ 

---Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage------------  ADD $44.00 ______ 

Options:    

Contributing Member * -----------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $16.00 ______ 

Sustaining Member * --------------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $36.00 ______ 

TOTAL $____________ 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  
* Contributing and Sustaining are for members who wish to render greater support to the

work of the Society. These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop. 
http://www.nycshs.net/memberships_c_14.html 

Please fill in all blanks. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State/Province: ________________ 

9 Digit Zip: ___________________________    Is this a new address? Yes□  No□
Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________ Cell□  Home□

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? _____What Scale? _______________

Special Interest(s): ______________________________________________________

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?  Yes□ No□
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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New York Central System 
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 126, Oak Creek, WI 53154-0126 
***Note New Mailing Address***

2022 Membership Renewal Form 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight -------------------------------------- $44.00 ______ 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------- ADD $15.00 ______ 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight ----------- $44.00 ______ 

---Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage --------- ADD $  8.00 ______ 

---Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage------------  ADD $44.00 ______ 

Life Member * – (Return form to retain membership) -----------------------------------  $  0.00 ______ 

Charter Member * (Member Numbers 1-350 only) ----------------------------------------  $40.00 ______ 

Options:    

Contributing Member ** -----------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $16.00 ______ 

Sustaining Member ** --------------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $36.00 ______ 

TOTAL $____________ 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  
* Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.

** Contributing and Sustaining are for members who wish to render greater support to the 
work of the Society. These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop. 
http://www.nycshs.net/memberships_c_14.html 

Please fill in all blanks.   Membership #: ____________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State/Province: ________________ 

9 Digit Zip: ___________________________    Is this a new address? Yes□  No□
Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________ Cell□  Home□

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? _____What Scale? _______________

Special Interest(s): ______________________________________________________

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?  Yes□ No□
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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    Article by Russ Briggs                     Photos by Russ except as noted 
Trailer Masters, Casting and Construction 
 
Trailer Concept 
 
The Flexi-Van trailers had to be created 
since no O Scale trailers of this outside post 
style have been produced.  New styrene 
masters were made for the trailer front, 
right and left sides.  The trailer rear was 
designed in 3D and printed in high detail 
resin. 
 
Molds were made of the sides and front, 
then parts were cast using Micro-Mark CR-
900 2 Part High Strength Casting resin. 
 
Side and Front Master Patterns 
 
The trailer side master was created entirely 
using Evergreen styrene sheet and strip 
shapes.   

 
Trailer side after the ribs have been glued to the 
side. 

 
The completed tailer sides with the rollup door 
and bases for the signs attached. 
The ribs are two pieces, the base glued first 
then the rib.  The rollup door is metal 

roofing sheet.   The trailer front is made 
from thin sheet styrene and strip stock. 
 
Mold Making 
 
I used the Micro-Mark 2 Part 4-Hour Rapid 
Mold Rubber for this project.  The longer 
working time is a plus since I needed to 
chase out trapped air bubbles in the mold.  
Three molds were made, 1 for each side, 
and 1 for the trailer end.  Parts A & B were 
poured in separated cups that had marks 
for each part to be used.   Then the cups 
were poured into a plastic container and 
mixed completely. 

 
Russ used Micro-Mart’s Rapid Mold Rubber 
shown here for molding all the parts required 
for his models. 

 
The two-part silicone mix is ready for Russ to 
begin molding the parts needed for the model. 
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Mold boxes were made with a .125 thick 
Evergreen base and 1/2 x 1/2 Plastruct 
sides, all glued with solvent glue.  The 
pattern was held in the bottom of the box 
with double stick tape, details facing 
up.  MicroMart spray mold release was 
used to spray the inside of the box, getting 
all surfaces covered.  I sprayed some in a jar 
then a 1/2” wide artist’s brush was used to 
get mold release on the sides of pattern.  

 
Russ has placed the side pattern in the mold 
box, and it is ready for the liquid silicone to be 
poured. 
 
I took a digital photo of the pattern in the 
mold box.  A print was made to refer to. I 
had it right by my mold box while pouring 
the resin.  This helped me know where the 
part details were when you are chasing out 
air bubbles since I couldn’t see the 
details.  A piece of 1/16 dia. brass rod with 
a rounded end was made to chase out 
bubbles.  
 
The mixed mold material was slowly 
poured in from one corner of the box until 
all the pattern was covered up to the top 
edge of the mold box. The brass rod was 
used to chase out bubbles from inside 
corners and other places along the pattern, 
also I went around the edge of the pattern. 

 
The liquid silicone has been poured into the 
mold frame and Russ is waiting for it to fully 
dry to complete one of the car sides. 
 
The mold material indicated for the silicone 
to cure for 4 hours or more, I did 6 to be 
sure.  The mold frame was removed from 
the base, then the styrene base was flexed 
slowly so that the master came out leaving 
the mold in the frame.  Then the mold was 
pushed out of the frame.  
 

 
Russ has removed a completed side molding 
and will then cut back the modeled side to have 
one of the sides for the car. 
 
Casting the Parts 
 
Equal parts of the casting resin were 
poured into paper soup cups.  Then the 
cups were emptied into a clean 1-quart 
plastic cup from a paint store.  Resin was 
mixed with a wood tongue depressor.  The 
same pouring technique was used as when 
making the molds (see above).  Bubbles 
were chased out as before.  Once the mold 
was full and bubble chasing done, a piece 
of wax paper was placed over the wet resin 
and mold sides.  A piece of clear plastic was 
put on top of that, then weights were 
added. 
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I chose to go beyond the 16-hour cure time 
recommended and waited 24 hours before 
removing the finished casting from the 
mold.  On casting day, all 3 molds were 
poured with resin and parts cast.  The 
finished castings were put aside to cure. 

 
The completed left and right trailer side 
castings are now ready for detailing. 
 
Trailer Assembly 
 
A jig was made to hold the front end and 
two trailer sides.  The resin castings were 
clamped in the mold for gluing.  Plastruct 
solvent glue was used since it flows readily 
into the space where parts are joined.   The 
3D print of the trailer end got the 0.20 brass 
wire door rods cut and glued in with ACC.  
The 3D printed rear full doors with fold 
down steps was glued on with ACC also.  
Then the completed end was glued in place 
in the jig.  Once the glue set, the trailer body 
was removed. 
 
The roof was laser cut 0.030 styrene sheet.  
The top of the sides ends of the trailer body 
were leveled carefully, then the roof was 
placed face down, the body placed on it and 
Plastruct solvent applied to the inside 
upper edge of the ends and sides and roof 
sheet.  
 
Bracing was made from 1/4 x 1/4 Plastruct 
strip for mounting the styrene floor.   The 
bracing was recessed into the lower sides 

by 5/16” and glued.  A curved notch was 
made in the bracing so the trailer to 
turntable mounting screws would clear.   
The floor was made from 0.030 styrene 
sheet.  Four holes were drilled in it to secure 
it to the bracing, 2/56 screws were used.   
1/8” thick styrene plates were glued to the 
floor for 5th wheel and attachment screws.  

 
You can see the excellent detail in the 3D 
printed trailer doors. 
 

 
This is the cast resin trailer front Russ cast for 
the project. 
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You can see the assembled trailer and the 
interior bracing that Russ put in place for 
stability. 

 
This is a view of the bottom or the assembled 
trailer showing the mounting plates. 

 

In Part 4, Russ will discuss painting and 
lettering, and the final assembly of the 
spine car and the trailers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are a few of Russ’s finished Flexi-Vans 
and rolling stock.  

 
These are photos of the real vans and other 
available van models. 

 

 
 

	

Some Flexi-Vann Photos from the 
NYCSHS Digital Shop.  Check out the 

shop at: https://nycshs.omeka.net/
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Please Print 

Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 

Number of DVDs Purchased___________________________ 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 

DVDs are $63.20 each for NYCSHS members and $79.00 for non-members 

Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax or $5.06 per DVD 
for members and $6.32 for non-members.  Non-US customers must order from 
out Collinwood Shop. (US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

NYC Lines Magazine Order 
P.O. Box 1597

Leesburg, VA 20176 

New York Central System Historical Society 
NYC Lines Magazine 1919- 1932 Order Form 
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 Article by Dick Karnes, MMR            Photos by Dick except as noted 
I’ve had a lifelong ambition to build this 
train, ever since I was around seven years 
old and sent in some Kellogg’s box tops for 
a three-dimensional cardstock cut-out kit 
for the 1938 20th Century Limited Hudson 
designed by Henry Dreyfuss. I built it, 
glued the base to a chunk of 1x2 lumber, 
and kept it on my bedroom dresser for six 
years. My mother hated it because its 
clunky-looking pseudo-hemispherical 
nose, only hinted at by a series of slot-and-
tab discs, was a terrible dust collector. The 
model was reluctantly discarded when we 
moved from our apartment to a house. 

Even though the NYC was always my 
favorite railroad, I did nothing more about 
the Century as I graduated from Lionel to 
an American Flyer Hudson freight set in 
1949, and then from tinplate through Hi-
Rail and finally to scale in my college years 
(1957-62). After that I continued building 
locos and rolling stock for the future NYC-
in-the-sky. During my college years, I 
constructed an 80-foot Midgage/Sylvania 
observation car and, with help from a fine 
O-scale modeler, then painted, striped, and 
lettered it in the 1938 Century scheme. But 
this car never saw service; a review of 
prototype data revealed that it was grossly 
inaccurate, so I traded it away. 

The desire for the Century never left me. As 
the years went by, I collected several 
American Flyer Hudson loco and tender 
shells with the idea of creating scale 
Hudsons by fitting them to S Scale Loco & 
Supply NYC Hudson chassis. I completed 
an un-streamlined J-3a Hudson, even 
scratch-building a sprung brass trailing 
truck because the American Flyer truck was 
too crude for me. 

This NYC J-3a Hudson was constructed using 
American Flyer and S Scale Loco & Supply 
components. As such, it was a primer on how 
to marry a detailed Hudson chassis to a 
different body shell, e.g., an American Hi-Rail 
streamlined Dreyfuss Hudson shell. This loco 
won a first place at the 1993 Valley Forge 
NASG Convention. 

Over the years I kept the 1938 Century in 
mind, always looking for anything I could 
use to create the train. Alas, all I found were 
some Champ decals for the diners and 
baggage-mail cars lettered New York 
Central; the rest of the cars were lettered 
Pullman, so I made up a master and had 
Pullman and car name decals custom 
made. 

Locomotive 

I was pretty much resigned to having to 
add brass skirts, skyline casing, and half of 
a plastic fisherman’s bob (for the nose) to an 
American Flyer (AF) Hudson shell. But 
THEN — Tom Hodgson (American Hi-
Rail) came out with his S version of the 
streamlined New York Central J-3a 
locomotive kit, designed to fit over the 
American Flyer Hudson loco and tender 
chassis. 

I was able to secure one of these kits. I cut 
the Hodgson cylinders off the loco shell 
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and test-fit it over a completed S Scale Loco 
& Supply NYC Hudson chassis. There was 
a lot of work to be done until I was satisfied, 
but it was a lot easier than modifying an AF 
shell. Basically, I corrected misplaced pilot 
steps, replaced the molded-on boiler details 
with brass castings, and added piping and 
other details missing from the plastic 
molding. I constructed a brass boiler 
bottom and secured it to the shell with 
machine screws. 

I slotted the closed top of the Hodgson 
tender and installed a deck beneath the slot 
so the fireman could climb up the rear and 
access the water hatch. 

Hodgson’s trailing truck and tender truck 
sides were quite nice, so I thinned them and 
glued them to sheet-metal truck 
foundations. 

The last thing I did before painting was to 
construct a one-piece brass cab floor and 
end and secured it to the rear tang of the 
loco frame. Of course, I had to repaint the 
loco shell because of all the added stuff, so 
I masked the pilot’s blue NYC oval, over 
sprayed with Scalecoat NYC Light Grey, 
then renumbered the cab with decals a 
week after painting. I also relettered and 
restriped the tender with the correct 
lettering font and replaced the white stripes 
with the correct blue color. The finished 
product is shown below. 

The completed 1939 Dreyfuss Hudson’s 
construction follows the same methods as the 
un-streamlined Hudson (page 103). As with the 

un-streamlined Hudson, many detail 
modifications were made to the shell. 
However, the primary shell modification was 
removal of its integral cylinder chests.  

The tender rear is detailed per the prototype, 
including warning signage. Difficult to see but 
important is the opening-up of a space on the 
deck for the fireman to emerge to tend water 
and coal loading. 

Passenger Cars 

If you want to create accurate models of 
specific prototype passenger cars, I 
strongly urge you to consult prototype 
references for photos. For my project, I 
made copious use of The Official Pullman-
Standard Library, Vol. 2, New York Central, 
Randall & Ross, Railway Production Classics, 
1987. (This same publisher has released 
many different such reference books for a 
wide variety of railroads, so look for them 
if you model a different road!) 

Fortunately, anyone who wants to 
construct the cars for any version of the 
streamlined 20th Century Limited can 
purchase, new, all the components needed. 
However, I began this project some years 
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ago when Bob McCarthy bought all the 
undecorated Pullman smooth-side 
carbodies and their floors from American 
Models when they decided not to re-run 
them – ever. I thought I’d get nine sleeper 
bodies and an observation body and make 
my own styrene sides. So, I got the nine 
sleeper bodies, but there were no 
observation carbodies in Bob’s stash. 
However, I was able to acquire an 
observation carbody from Earl Henry in 
trade for something I have long forgotten. 

(Note: Union Station Products is now offering 
S scale core body kits, so you don’t have to 
scrounge for out-of-production components for 
these cars anymore.) 

Just as I was gathering data for making the 
car sides, Bob McCarthy (now deceased) 
announced a deal with Mark Meeks of 
Union Station Products to offer his 
extensive line of Pullman and Budd car 
sides in S scale in addition to his established 
O-scale and HO-scale lines. In conjunction 
with this, The S Gaugian published a 
detailed article by Bob Hogan describing 
how to construct specific streamlined 
passenger cars using McCarthy’s carbodies 
and Union Station Products’ car sides. This 
article is essentially what I used as my 
construction sequence and adhesive 
recommendations, so I won’t go into these 
details herein. 

Union Station Products offerings are 
available in the Collinwood Shop at a 
NYCSHS discount. 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Union-
Station-Products-_bymfg_67-0-1.html 
 

In about the same time frame, River Raisin 
Models announced they were importing 
43R four-wheel triple-bolster roller-bearing 

passenger trucks with “Napoleon hat” 
journal boxes (correct for most of the 1938 
Century cars).  

These 43R trucks, imported by River Raisin 
Models, appeared on all Pullman sleepers for 
all roads receiving them, but only in the year 
1938. Pullman discontinued them because 
routine maintenance was just too costly. 

All the Century cars lettered Pullman had 
these, but there were three cars in each 
Century set that were lettered for New 
York Central and had six-wheel roller-
bearing trucks – two back-to-back diners 
and the RPO car. 

So, I was almost home free. I contacted 
Mark Meeks to see if he would be willing to 
run a set of observation sides for me. He 
responded that he would be glad to add 
this car to his multi-scale line, but 
unfortunately, he had no plans for this car. 
But I did, thanks to my Pullman Standard 
reference. I mailed Mark a copy of the plans 
and got my sides (which are now in Mark’s 
regular line-up). 

This left only three pairs of the six-wheel 
trucks to deal with. I could never duplicate 
them exactly because the prototypes are 
basically a one-piece steel forging. But I 
figured I could get away with modifying 
American Models’ six-wheel heavyweight 
passenger trucks because the top arch on 
these older-style trucks would be mostly 
hidden in shadows.  
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Prototype 1938 20th Century Limited six-wheel 
truck. Photo courtesy of Lee Johnson  

I replaced the journal lids with Details West 
HO roller-bearing lids, added slack 
adjusters cut from old Kinsman or current 
BTS passenger-car brake cylinder, and 
added separate brake cylinders, Train 
Station Products HO part No. 444, 
“passenger car brake cylinder/slack 
adjuster.” (I cut off the HO slack adjusters, 
too small for these S scale trucks anyway.) 
The photo below shows my effort – not 
precisely correct, but “close enough. 

American Models six-wheel Pullman trucks 
were modified with HO roller-bearing journal 
lids and brake cylinders, along with slack 
adjusters cut from BTS passenger-car brake 
cylinders. 

At about this time, as if by magic, Pre-Size 
Model Specialties roof and underbody 
detailing components arrived on the S scale 
scene. So, I was off and running toward 
completion of my cars. 

I got all the roof photos I needed for all my 
Century cars from my Pullman-Standard 
reference. My roof details are a 
combination of Pre-Size parts, HO reefer 
hatches, and scratch-built components. 

 

Core Bodies 

This is the observation car before painting and 
applying the sides. Black roof vents are from 
Bob McCarthy (deceased), white ones from Pre-
Size Models. Rectangular roof hatch is scratch 
built, as is the antenna, made from steel wire 
and Kadee code 70 spiker staples. 

The observation car body (above) has two 
Pre-Size vents (white), an access hatch 
scratch-built from styrene, and other vents 
once marketed by Bob McCarthy (black). (I 
got mine from Bob Hogan, who received 
some of McCarthy’s posthumous 
inventory.) The antenna is also scratchbuilt 
from steel wire mounted atop stanchions 
that are Kadee Code 70 spiker staples 
pushed into holes drilled using a jig for 
uniform spacing. Uniform height of staples 
was assured by length of .125 rail as a 
spacer. 

Carbody masking for painting the roof and 
ends is not necessary. Spray the ends with 
the basic car color first. Then spray the roof 
with its color. Use a piece of card stock to 
shield the ends as you rotate around the 
carbody with your sprayer.  

Some overspray on the sides is OK but try 
to minimize this. For the Century cars, the 
ends are New York Central Light Grey, the 
roof is dark gunmetal. 
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Underbodies 

Unfortunately, I could not find any 
references that showed the layout of 
underbody components, so I used generic 
underbody diagrams for diners and 
sleepers. The photo below shows the 
underbody of one of my Century diners.  

The brass parts are from BTS. The cream-
colored parts are from Prototype S Parts (no 
longer available); the white parts are from Pre-
Size Models. The trucks in this photo have not 
yet been modified. 

Sides 

The sides need to be completely painted 
and glazed before gluing to the carbodies. 
My color scheme is complex. Each side is 
basically light grey with a black window 
band containing two silver stripes, thin 
silver eave and skirt stripes, and thin blue 
stripes bordering the window band. Doors 
are not striped. Once glazed, you need to 
test-fit the sides to their respective core 
bodies and trim away any core body plastic 
that interferes with the window glazing. I 
could have glued an entire sheet of clear 
styrene on the back of the sides to avoid this 
problem. However, that would have made 
the two layers separately visible at the ends 
of the cars. 

I tried a few different techniques for 
finishing the car sides, including using 
black decals for the window band, a first 
spraying of silver so as not to have to use 
any silver decal stripes, and using silver 
stripes for the skirt and eave stripes. I 
learned a few things from these 
experiments: 

• Aligning the large black decals over 
the window band with its precut 
windows is impossible. 

• Cutting and applying/aligning very 
thin strips of masking tape for, say, 
1/32” stripes, and then avoiding any 
spray bleed beneath the tape edges, 
is beyond my skill level. 

• Applying long thin decal striping 
for, say, 1/32” stripes, is 
overwhelmingly tedious. 

I finally settled on a procedure which relies 
only on being able to cut a new perfectly 
straight edge on a strip of light-tack 
masking tape. (Don’t rely on the factory-cut 
edge to be precise and dust-free.) Here are 
my finishing steps: 

1. Spray NYC Light Grey on entire car 
side. 

2. Align smooth edge of masking tape 
strip on each side of each 1/32" 
stripe location as well as adjacent to 
the window band. That’s five strips 
– one below the skirt stripe, one 
above the skirt stripe, one below the 
eave stripe, and two more, one on 
either side of the window band. (All 
you need is one smooth edge on 
each length of tape as long as the 
other side doesn’t reach all the way 
to another masked edge.) 
Temporarily cut a strip of paper 
wide enough to more than cover the 
window band and secure it over the 
band with bits of masking tape that 
can be removed easily without 
disturbing the masking tape 
underneath. 

3. Spray silver. 
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4. Remove the paper shield over the 
window band and cover the eave 
and skirt silver stripes with more 
masking tape. The window band is 
now the only exposed portion of the 
car side. 

5. Spray black, then remove all 
masking. 

6. Decal the 1/16" silver window band 
stripes. I cut these in segments and 
positioned them by eye, checking 
occasionally with a steel 
straightedge. Letting them wrap 
around the window edges is OK. 

7. Apply 1/32" blue chart tape for 
window band borders. (I couldn’t 
find any that narrow, so I laid 
lengths of wider chart tape on a 
sheet of glass tile and cut 1/32" 
strips with a No. 11 X-acto blade.) 

8. Decal the car lettering. 

9. Glaze the windows with clear 
styrene. 

The photo below shows the result. 

Finishing the sides for these cars was not 
trivial! This photo, of a diner side, shows the 
four-color scheme complete with lettering and 
window glazing. 

Final Assembly 

The final assembly process is very 
straightforward. Once the sides were 
completed, I glued them to their respective 

carbodies using Bob Hogan’s method. 
Basically, you need to use slow-setting 
(about two minutes) viscous cyanoacrylate 
cement (“super glue”), which allows 
enough time to carefully align the side to 
the body. It’s also important to keep air 
moving inside the body to prevent the glue 
vapors from fogging the clear styrene. I did 
this with a little electric desk fan inches 
away. 

Finishing Touches 

Now it’s time to install hand grabs and 
ladder rests at roof edges. I made simple 
jigs for hole positioning, drilled mounting 
holes in the cars where needed, bent brass 
wire to suit, and pressed them in place. 
These cars also had small strap steps at one 
end of each side and one- and two-rung 
steps beneath lounge, diner, and mail car 
access doors. I made the single steps from 
strip nickel silver and used ladder stock of 
the correct size for the others. I hand-
painted these with care, sliding a tapered 
strip of typing paper beneath each grab so 
as not to smear paint on the car side 
beneath. 

I did not apply any car end details because 
these cars have full-width diaphragms. 
Union Station Products sells S-scale 
diaphragm end and striker plates for 
Pullman, ACF, and Budd cars. I used strips 
cut from double-stick glue sheet to attach 
the fabric bellows to the edges of the plates. 
Some of the completed cars are shown in 
the remaining photos. 

This article was originally published in the S 
Scale Resource and is reprinted with their 
permission.
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Here’s one of the two diners. Full-width diaphragms have been installed on all cars. The pair of diners 
was coupled dining-room-to-dining-room, kitchens at opposite ends of the pair. There are no 
diaphragm covers on the dining-room end; the large end windows created the illusion that the two 
dining rooms were just one large room. 

Imperial Mansion is a 4 double-bedroom, 4 compartment, 2 drawing room (4-4-2) sleeper. 

Club-lounge-dormitory car Century Club. The dormitory portion at left has shades drawn; the club 
lounge portion is on the right. 

The grab irons on the diaphragm plate are an illusion. Dick Photoshopped a prototype photo to 
orthogonalize and scale it, then printed it, cut out the grab iron areas, and glued them to the plate. If 
you squint really hard, you can make out the lever-action handbrake stand just inside the diaphragm. 
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SSoommee  SS--SSccaallee  RReessoouurrcceess  
• American Models – They offer S-scale models in addition to American Flyer  compatable 

virsions.  American Models are also available in the Collinwood Shop and NYCSHS member 
discounts.  www.americanmodels.com and www.NYCSHS.net 

• B.T.S. – B.T.S . has a line of S-scale craftsman kits, and brass S-scale details for locos and rolling 
stock.  www.btsrr.com  

• Kadee – Kadee has a small selection of S-scale couplers, uncouplers, fasteners, and tools that can 
be used by S-scale modelers. https://www.kadee.com/ 

• MTH – The new MTH sold its line of S-scale tooling and molds to Scale Trains and the Scale 
Trains website does not show any S-scale trains for sale.  May be available in the future.  

• National Association of S Gaugers (NASG) - The NASG, Inc. is a 501(c)7 "Fraternal/Educational" 
non-profit corporation, which acts as the umbrella organization representing the 1:64 model 
railroading community (also known as "3/16-inch-to-the-foot", "S-gauge", or "S-scale"). The NASG 
performs a wide range of activities in support of the S-scale world. It sets standards for S-scale and 
maintains lines of communication for S modelers everywhere. Through its bi-monthly magazine, 
The Dispatch, and through this public web site, the organization communicates news about local 
clubs, new products, events, and projects of interest to S modelers. The NASG also works closely 
with manufacturers and potential manufacturers to help provide products marketable to its 
membership.  www.nasg.org 

• NMRA S-scale Special Interest Group - Promotes S-scale model railroading compatible with 
NMRA/NASG standards and recommended practices. Provides a forum for S-scale camaraderie, 
exchange of information, expertise, advice and technique. Emphasizes S-scale’s size advantage. 
The SIG serves as a clearinghouse for news, information and the discussion of S-Scale trains. The 
S-Scale SIG seeks to increase the awareness of S-Scale modeling within the greater model railroad 
community, attract new modelers to 1:64 and promote the manufacture of the highest quality 
models at 1:64.  www.Sscale.org 

• Pre-Size – Pre-Size provides a small selection of bridge abutments, piers and shoes, some car 
loads, culverts and freight car parts. www.pre-size.com  

• River Raisin Models – River Raisin provides high quality, precision brass models in S-scale for S-
scale modelers focused on 3/16ths scale model railroading. River Raisin can also aid in your 
search for that hard-to-find, sold out S-scale after-market brass imports. 
www.riverraisinmodels.com 

• Desplains Hobbies – Scale America – Des Plaines provides a selection of S-scale brass, detail 
parts, locomotives, rolling stock, structures, track and a very limited number of train sets and 
vehicles. www.desplaineshobbies.com  

• S-Scale Resource – An online magazine dealing exclusively with S-scale railroad models. 
Published every two months and sent to those who sign up for distribution. 
https://sscaleresource.com 

• Scale Trains – Expected to begin releasing MTH’s line of s-scale trains. www.scaletrains.com  
• Smokey Mountain Model Works – Offers S-scale trackside details, rolling stock kits, s-scale 

trucks, Sergent compatible draft gear and coupler sets, detail parts, s-scale track parts and tools, 
and decals. 

• Union Station Products – They offer a limited number of passenger car components. They are 
also available in the Collinwood Shop.  www.unionstationproducts.com www.NYCSHS.net  
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Modeling A NYC 60-Foot Heavyweight Baggage Car 
William Botkin Tells Us How 

 
 

Joe Rothwell Continues A Long-Envisioned O-Scale 
Live Steam Hudson In Next Issue – Part 2 

 
In the next issue we will continue Joe’s quest for a live-steam Hudson in the second of his articles as 
we follow Joe on his adventure. 



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2022 113	

           Bob Chapman Tells Us How To Build Westerfield’s 70-Ton 
                                            USRA-Design Hopper 

 
Bob’s completed Westerfield’s hopper is ready to run on his layout!! 

 
Tom Long Returns To Model An ACF Baggage/Coach in N-Scale 

 

In May 1944, the New York Central ordered 20 Baggage/ 48-seat coach cars from American Car and 
Foundry (ACF) as Lot 2730. These cars were delivered to the railroad in February and March of 1947 
and were numbered 280-299. Tom tells us how he modeled this car in N-Scale.  
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Bob Shaw Continues His Series  

Restoring a 1954 Lionel 2065 Hudson and 2046 Tender 

 
Info	in	this	article	can	be	used	to	restore	other	Lionel	steam	engines	of	this	period.	Image	of	
completed	restoration	above. 

Unfortunately, with Bob’s passing we will not be able to see and read this 
unfinished article by Bob. 
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We are taking 2022 memberships now!!! 
Don’t miss out on all the fun and knowledge available with memberships in 

the NYCSHS. 
Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 

You find them all. 
Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 

 

 
These number plates are still available in the Collinwood Shop 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCS-Steam-Locomotive-Number-
Plates_c_158.html 
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Some excerpts from the New York Central System Central Headlight Flash Drive

 
 

March 1960  Check on the blower is made before starting by Terminal Tranmaster, Leo Lawernce (left) 
and Operator, Elmer Marr (right) (left photo), before Elmer mounts to the control cab. Two more of 
these jet snowblowers were ordered based upon the performance if this one.  
Buy one of the NYCS Central Headlight Magazines 1940 – 1968 flash 
drives and enjoy 100s of these types of photos, ads, and stories. 
 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html 
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Some Scans from the NYC Lines Magazine DVD 

 
 

 
 

NYC Lines Magazine ads from 1923 –The magazines that were published by the NYC from 1921 – 
1932.   
 
The ads for products and photos are found on the NYCLs Magazine make this NYCSHS Flash Drive 
very interesting reading.  It is wonderful to be able to learn about the NYC in the days when our 
parents and/or grandparents may have ridden or watched the NYC as youngsters.  
 
New York Central Lines Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. 
The covers provide a glimpse of life at that time.  This ad brings back some interesting memories for 
those who saw these products in the homes of our parents and grandparents as we were growing up. 
For many of our younger members these are only things that disappeared before they were born. The 
NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of the issues of the magazine.  It was published from 
1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922.  Look 
for it in the Collinwood Shop https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-
and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

   
These ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. This one was an ad 
the NYC touting the new and completely upgraded New England States. 

 

 
 

Take a ride on the NYC&HRRR back in the good old days? Note the emphasis on the 4-track main 
even then and what about “The only Railroad with a depot in New York City”. 
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NYCentral Modeler Final Thoughts 

As I prepared the NYCSHS Hero’s section this month, I thought about all the authors who 
have contributed to the NYCentral Modeler over the years. There have been so many and so 
few.  When you realize that there are over 700 of you who model the NYCS, the number who 
have written an article, contributed photos of their collection or written an article about project 
or layout the number is pretty small. It only takes a minute or so to shoot a photo and writing 
an article only takes a few hours.   

As I am writing this, I worry that the number of NYCS models seems to be declining as the 
number of NYCS modelers is also declining. For those of us who have modeled the NYCS for 
many years, this is sad.   

We continually search for new NYCS models in all scales. There are more HO-scale models 
manufactured than the other scales.  We offer more HO- because there are more to offer. 
Because of the need to order very large numbers of a specific model, we are unable to afford 
to get manufactures to develop unique models for us.  We cannot afford to pay the costs for 
the total development. We can only piggyback on models that the manufacturers are 
developing for multiple roads. NYC steam locomotives are not the same as those for other 
roads and to manufacture would require huge investments on our part, so they are not 
possible. Diesels are, but again the requirement to pay to have them lettered for us is 
prohibitive.  Generally, we can only offer what they develop on their own. 

If you don’t feel that you can write an article, just send us the photos with some captions 
telling us what the photos are about. Share your skills, your models, and your layouts with 
us.  We want to see what you are doing to preserve the legacy of the NYCS in miniature.  We 
especially would like to see more O-, N-, S-, Large-Scale and O-gauge articles. Of course, we 
love the HO-scale ones as well. If we don’t continue to get the articles the magazine will go 
the way that many other modeling magazines published by railroad historical societies. If you 
don’t write the articles there won’t be a NYCSHS modeling magazine. 

We continue to get articles from some of our past authors and some new ones and I know that 
they would really like to hear some feedback on what they do.  Please take a minute to send 
us an email telling us what you think about the magazine and the articles.  Send it to 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 

Thanks, Noel                                                                          
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo RS-11 - Script Logo - DC/Silent, 
DCC w/ Sound 

 
The first three RS-11s were produced by ALCO in February 1956 as a demonstrator set. This locomotive, 
classified by ALCO as model DL-701, was their first high-horsepower road switcher, intended to be a 
replacement for the very popular RS-3 road switcher. Featuring a V-12, 1,800 hp (1,300 kW) 251B diesel 
engine, the RS-11 was ALCO's answer to EMD's very successful GP9.  

The RS-11 could be set up for either freight or passenger service, with passenger units having a steam 
generator fitted into the short hood and a larger fuel/water tank beneath the frames. RS-11 units could 
be designated for either long hood or short hood forward operation.  

 Features:  

• Correct hood and roof profiles 3D scanned from the prototype 
• Operating number boards, headlights, class lights and cab control stand lighting 
• Working inspection lights in the inspection light castings 
• Straight metal side handrails with plastic stanchions 
• Huge amount of newly tooled roadname-specific details 
• Full underbody piping, conduits and steam lines, where appropriate 
• Correct roadname-specific corner steps 
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory 
• Heavy, die-cast chassis and full, multi-color interior 
• New, rock-solid 5-pole skew-wound motor with dual flywheels  
• DC/Silent (21-pin DCC Ready)/DCC with Sound 

Correct lettering on a correct model. One of the few locomotives delivered with the script oval. Class 
DRS-10A 8000-8008 built 6-7/1957. Renumbered 7600-7608 in 1966. 
 

Comes in four road numbers - You must select road number!! 
 

You can still pre-order these. 
 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html 
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC Sleeper Coach

 
In the mid 1950s, with passengers quickly switching to airline traveler the private automobile, 
the Budd company devised the Slumbercoach as an economical way to attract overnight 
passengers back to the rails. With a capacity of 40 passengers in a 24 single room plus 8 double 
room plan, the Slumbercoaches offered a lower cost alternative positioned between coach 
seating and a first class bedroom on overnight runs. A single aisle in the center of the car was 
flanked by the single and double rooms on each side. 
 
With 18 cars built new between 1956 and 1959, these cars with their distinctive staggered 
windows could be seen on the New York Central. They ordered four of these. 
 
The entire fleet would end up with Amtrak in the 70s and 80s with all cars converted to head 
end power. Most lasted into the mid to late 90s when they were finally retired and replaced 
with more modern equipment such as the Superliner II and Viewliners. Most of the fleet still 
exists today in various states including in museum collections and in private ownership. 
 
Features: 
• Designed from original blueprints 
• Full Rapido level of underbody detail 
   including separate pipes and conduits 
• Full multi-color interior detail including 
   roomette doors 
• Constant track-powered interior lighting 
  (DC and DCC) 
• Accurate GSC 41-NDO-11 trucks with 
  disc brake detail 
• Etched-metal end gates and sprung 
  diaphragms 
• Rapido’s renowned stainless-steel finish 
• Separately applied name boards 
   
Comes in four road numbers.  You must select road numbers. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-
Scale_c_119.html 
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Railway Prototype Cyclopedia #35 - 1937 AAR Boxcar 

 
Volume 35 is a special super-sized edition comprising 385 pages, which contain much useful prototype 

information in one extensive, comprehensive article on the following subjects: 
Genesis of The A.A.R. Standard 40’ Box Car: a part of the continuing series covering 20th Century American box, 
automobile, and refrigerator car designs, the 385-page article by Pat Wider centers on the Association of 
American Railroads’ Standard Box Car of 1937. The A.A.R. design of 1937 was a further development of the 
American Railway Association’s Standard Box Car of 1932. Improvements included increased inside dimensions, 
better riding trucks, standardization of vendor-supplied car body components, improved friction draft gear and 
automatic air brake systems, longer-lasting wheels, stronger designs and floors, and safer and easier to operate 
power hand brakes. Brief histories of the standardization and impact of these various sub-systems on the railroad 
industry through World War II are included as well as descriptions of several post-war developments. This 
volume provides the ideal prelude to the 6-inch taller A.A.R. alternate standard boxcars built during and after 
the war. 

This comprehensive article includes 5 tables, 15 historical railroad industry sidebars, 33 industry trade ads, 47 
U.S. patents, 72 diagrams, and 428 B&W photographs of 10-foot inside height (or slightly less) A.A.R. Standard 
Box Cars of 1937 built from May 1936, until December 1948. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
 

Dining a La Pullman – The History of Pullman Dining Service – 1866 - 
1968 

 
Following up on his successful sleeping “hotel” cars of the 1860s, George Pullman invented the first railroad dining 
car, starting a century-long tradition of the Pullman Company providing its passengers with restaurant-quality meals 
on rails. This is the first telling of the story of Pullman’s dining service, with colorful menus, tasteful china and silver, 
popular recipes, and extensive interviews with retired Pullman chefs and waiters who served opera singers, actors, 
businessmen, and even the President of the United States. Authors Mulligan, Tilp, and Zimmermann explore the 
history, equipment, food, and people that made this unique era of travel possible. Tilp also covers the story of his 
company’s 1968 purchase of the Pullman restaurant-sleeper Lotos Club and the subsequent restoration and operation 
of what remains the most authentically restored Pullman car in the United States. Recipes for numerous classic Pullman 
meals and a selection of complete, historic Pullman menus round out this definitive volume on Pullman’s culinary 
legacy. 
 
Order online at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits 

(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)         (Lot 732 Pacemaker) 
 

 
 
The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. The 
50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 19000 
series caboose, they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of the body. 
In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment and were 
painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service. 
 
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less trucks 
but Wester fields Models has the correct trucks.   Offered here in the store at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html. The kits 
come with the decals for the appropriate caboose. 
 
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

 
Railfanning the Northeast 1934 – 1954 Vol. 4 NYC, NH and LIRR 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html  
 
 

New Book From 
Morning Sun Books. 
Lots of NYC Action!! 
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AMB N-Scale NYCS 19000 Wood Caboose Kit 

  
Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end walls, 
and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim assembly; 
laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window glazing, truss 
rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke jack; custom 
decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide information on 
painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included. 

 
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html   
 

Central Headlight DVD 1970 – 2017  

 
The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in  

any web browser.  The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members. 
Free Shipping. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html  
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC 

 
Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted 
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to P&LE 
9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These books are 
full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, builder’s 
construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases ultimate 
disposition. 
 
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years.  All of our copies of these books have been 
sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so.  This softcopy version has been 
made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS resource.  If 
you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you. 

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95  
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and 
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the 

same for members and non-members. 
 

Free shipping.   Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html  
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Bethlehem Car Works Passenger Car Kits 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
Lots of NYCS passenger cars. 

Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-Bethlehem-Car-Works-
Inc_c_108.html 
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD & Flash Drive 

 
The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until 
the final edition in October 1932.  It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers and 
employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad 
workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the 
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.  You will also find hundreds of 
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that 
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during 
those years that it was published. 

This DVD or Flash Drive contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set 
that was reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that 
research is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCSHS archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company for the NYC employees. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html  
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NYCS Central Headlight – 1940- 1968 (Historic Employee Magazine) 

 
The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 
1932 when they stopped publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock 
market crash. That magazine was called the New York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight 
in 1940 and continued to provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent 
railroad. 

It was published monthly by and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the 
New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad 
workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, 
the employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our 
previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 also available in digital form from 
the NYCSHS. 

Available on a flash drive in the Collinwood Shop: 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html 
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD 

  
The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication 
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS.  It is published quarterly and represents some very 
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years the 
quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved. 

This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in many 
of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the editions 
of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from scanned images 
of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research is very easy. This product 
is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCentral Modeler staff.  
These past editions are no long available for download from our website. 

Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018.  It contains 
many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by both 
NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS. 

The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html   
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images 

 
These CDs contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  They provide 
a small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive 
volunteers over many years.  The majority of archive photo collection comes from the many 
photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central Railroad.  Additional 
photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 
 
These CDs provide excellent photographs for pleasant viewing or provide details for 
modeling of these locomotives. 
 
We have several more being assembled and they will soon be added to the collection of 
available CDs containing locomotive images.  Right now, we are working on Hudsons, 
Niagaras, 0-8-0s, Fairbanks Morse road engines and switchers. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30  

and that is 30% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

More Locomotive Photo Collection CDs coming soon. 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html  
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NYCS Steam Loco Images 

 
NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority 
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn 
Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to 
as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all the NYC 0-8-0s.  
 

 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photos of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html  
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Check Out The Newest NYCSHS Archive Releases 
All New NYCSHS Archive Products Will Be  

Released on 
USB Flash Drives in Jewel Cases 

 

 
From Horsecars to Interurbans 

Oneida Railway Company  
 By John Taibi 
Digital Book 

Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html  
 

 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railway  

Complete Big Four ValMaps – Digital Map Set 
 

Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-
Maps-_c_180.html 

  
These are one of many of our releases on 3.0 drives replacing the 
DVD format we have used in the past. They are compatible with 
all old and new computers using 2.0 or 3.0 USB ports. Plug them 
into your USB port and they work just like the DVDs did. 
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Pittsburgh & Lake Erie In Allegheny County - Vol. 1 
Pittsburgh to Esplen 

 
This 322-page book opens with the story of the pivotal meeting that formed the P&LE when the 
founders and industrialists went to war with each other. The result was a railroad independent of the 
Pennsy and answerable only to the needs of Pittsburgh. It is no wonder that the line acquired the 
nickname “The Little Giant.” 373 black & white photographs, maps, engravings, and other ephemera 
form the nexus of this story. Years of research into the history of the P&LE and the local industries and 
environs served to elicit a wonderful story about the line and its association with the region.  
 
Images of P&LE, motive power, rolling stock, facilities, the South Side complex, steel mills and other 
industries, the “company” villages that housed the mill workers and their families, and steamboats on 
the Monongahela and Ohio rivers bring the story to life. This title is printed at 175-line screen on 80# 
Sterling Premium gloss paper as a flat-backed, Smyth-sewn, oblong, laminated hardcover with an 
additional protective gloss film lamination. Factory shrink wrapped. And as usual, the book is proudly 
manufactured in the USA. 
Order online at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Depot-Square-
Publishing_c_104.html 
Download form and send check: 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/pleinalleghenyorderform1.docx 
 
The Collinwood Shop has a very large collection of NYCS books 
available for purchase at the NYCSHS members’ discount of 20% 
off MSRP.  Shop for these wonderful books today at: 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html  
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NYCSHS Carries All Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC 
Videos 

                     
Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1 - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2 

 

                
Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3 

All these videos are priced the same. 

This is your chance to pick up one or all these wonderful NYC videos representing 
much of the history of our favorite railroad.  Many hours of enjoyment available at the 

members’ price of 20% off MSRP.   

The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Movie-DVDs_c_18.html 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version 

MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
  

Books, Books, Books 

 

 

 

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html 
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Lightning Stripe Gray or Black) 

   
 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Beer Stein 

 

 
 

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Pin 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary MTH HO-Scale Pacemaker 50th Anniversary 

Boxcar 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html   
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings (Continued) 

 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Early Bird NYC Jacket 

All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 

 

NYCSHS Member Tim Starr Books 

  

 
 

Order anyone of these three books in the Collinwood Shop  
 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
 
Or download a form to order and pay to our Post Office Box. 
 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/timstarrorderform.pdf 
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NYC Hudson J-1a, J-1b, J-1c Steam Locomotives 

Flash Drive 

 
The New York Central Hudsons were a series of the 4-6-4 "Hudson" type steam locomotives built 
by the American Locomotive Company (ALCO) and the Lima Locomotive Works from 1927 to 
1938 for the New York Central Railroad. Named after the Hudson River, the 4-6-4-wheel 
arrangement came to be known as the "Hudson" type in the United States as these locomotives 
were the first examples built and used in North America. Built for high-speed passenger train 
work, the Hudson locomotives were famously known for hauling the New York Central's crack 
passenger trains, such as the 20th Century Limited and the Empire State Express.  

Each folder contains a collection of photos of the locomotive.  The roster and specifications for 
the early Hudson locomotives can be found along with an MS/Excel file describing the 
individual photographs. Contains 220 NYCSHS photos from the NYCSHS photo collection on a 
flash drive. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html 
 

We found some new NYC decal offerings and wanted to share them!! 

                 
 
New York Central Budd car safety striping.(L)   New York Central Cab Diesels (1945-1960) Diesel - Cabs - EMD E and F Lightning Stripe 
Scheme (R) 

http://greatdecals.com/ 
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From Grand Central to Albany 

 
New York Central's Water Level Route 

 
Along The Scenic Hudson 

 
The focus of this book on the Central’s “Glory Years” using a multitude of magnificent steam 
and early diesel photos taken along the Water Level Route by some of the most noted rail 
photographers of the 20th Century. Many of the images within have not previously been 
published and their original negatives and prints have been graciously loaned to the author by 
different Historical Societies and collectors to scan and present to readers on the pages within. 
 
This 336-page volume contains not only superb New York Central photos, but images of 
connecting railroads and industries of all sorts that were served by the Central in one capacity or 
another. There are even mining railroads that we had known little about before doing our 
extensive research. 
 
There are more than 650 images between the covers. We hope you will be taking this trip up the 
scenic Hudson Valley with us and enjoy it as much as we have. 

Collinwood Shop Purchasing: 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 

Or Download a Form & Mail a Check 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/pleinalleghenyorderform1.docx 
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Lima Locomotive Works Vol. 1 Super-Power Steam 

Locomotives (Re-release) 
Soft Cover 

 
This reproduces 4 Lima Locomotive Works catalogs: 
 
Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 1926 - This catalog details the benefits of the Super-
Power Steam Locomotive, a look at the tests performed on the engines, the operating results of 
the Boston & Albany 2-8-4 Berkshires, the Texas & Pacific 2-10-4 Texas Types and the new 
Illinois Central 2-8-4 then under construction.  
 
Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 1930- This catalog looks at the use and performance of 
the Super-Power engines built for the Boston & Albany (2-8-4 Berkshires), Texas & Pacific (2-
10-4 Texas Types), Illinois Central (2-8-4 Berkshires), Erie (2-8-4 Berkshires), Boston & Maine (2-
8-4 Berkshires) and the components used in Super-Power Steam Locomotives.  
 
Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. 102. This is a brief look at some of the Super-Power Steam 
Locomotives built by Lima.  Includes photos and specifications of the locomotives.  
 
Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. R-2. This bulletin shows a variety of Lima Locomotives 
from small switchers to larger 4-8-2s, 2-8-2 and 2-10-2s. 
 
To Order Online in Collinwood Shop: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-
Books_c_53.html  
 
To Download a Form and Send in a Check:  
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/limalwvol1.pdf 
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Bob Shaw 75, passed away on Thursday, December 16, 2021.   He is survived by his wife 
Wanda, sons, Kevin & Thomas, daughters-in-law, Margaret, & Vonnda, granddaughter, Katy, 
and grandson Emerson. He is pictured above with that family at the celebration of his and 
Wanda’s 50th wedding anniversary earlier this year. 

Bob started writing articles for the NYCentral Modeler in the 3rd Qtr. 2014 edition and began to 
provide articles for his “O-Gauge Model Railroading” column in the 4th Qtr. 2016 edition. He 
authored 22 articles for us over the years and agreed to serve as the Associate Editor 
for us beginning in January 2017. He was an excellent author and an invaluable editor 
for the magazine over these last five years. 

Bob’s interest in trains began as a boy growing up in Schenectady, NY, and loved all trains, 
but was particularly enthralled with the huge NYC locomotives and trains in that area. His 
interest in trains was secured when he received his first Lionel train set at this early age. His 
bio has appeared in this and many previous editions of the NYCentral Modeler. 

Bob’s photo of his roundhouse and his NYC Mohawk on his layout. 
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A listing of Bob’s Articles in the 
NYCentral Modeler 

• “Building a Creative O-Gauge Layout
That Interprets the Scenic Water Level
Route” – 3rd Qtr. 2014/ 4th Qtr. 2014/4th
Qtr. 2015

• “Building a Simple O-Scale Lift-Out
Bridge” – 1st Qtr. 2016

• “Using a Band Saw, Junk Hopper, and
$5.00 Flatcars to Make Good Looking,
One-of-a Kind Rolling Stock” - 4th Qtr.
2016

• “Adding a Turntable and Roundhouse
That Are a Big Hit with Visitors” – 1st
Qtr. 2017

• “Overhauling and Converting a Lionel
623 Switcher” – 3rd Qtr. 2017

• “Dressing Up a Lionel Grain Elevator”
– 4th Qtr. 2017

• “Refurbishing Vintage Vehicles &
Trucks for Scenic Drives Beside the
Water Level Route” – 1st Qtr. 2018

• “Making Three Custom Dwarf Block
Signals for Only $15.00” – 2nd Qtr. 2018

• “Running a Trolley Line Down Main
Street Beside the NYC Water Level
Route” - 3rd Qtr. 2018

• “My Grandfather’s 1917 Hamilton RR
Watch is Just Like the One Featured in
the 1919 Ad in the Last NYCentral
Modeler” – 1st Qtr. 2019

• “Restoring a 1948 Lionel 1656
Switcher” – 2nd Qtr. 2019

• “From Abused Wreck to Pride of the
Roster” – 3rd Qtr. 2019

• “Buffalo Convention Encore – Custom
Rolling Stock Honors ‘Nickel City’s’
Proud Past” - 4th Qtr. 2019

• “Overhauling the Mighty Berk”, A rare
1952 Lionel 726RR Berkshire 2-8-4” – 1st
Qtr. 2020

• “Progress Report – Rerouting My
Water Level Route Layout” – 2nd Qtr.
2020, 3rd Qtr. 2020

• “Saving a Lionel 208 Engine Ravaged
by Leaking Battery Acid” – 4th Qtr.
2020

• “From Metal to Paper, Small to Large,
Blending Buildings on the Water Level
Route” – 1st Qtr. 2021

• “Buffalo Blend – Tunnel-Top Scene
Adds Depth to City Backdrop” – 2nd
Qtr. 2021

• “Making a Realistic Paper Retaining
Wall in Three Easy Steps” – 3rd Qtr.
2021

• “Enliven Layout Dead Space with a
Plasticville Farm” – 4th Qtr. 2021

• “Ideas to Light-Up Your Layout” – 1st
Qtr. 2022

Bob Shaw






