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New York Central System Historical Society 

 The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several former 
employees of the New York 
Central Railroad. The NYCSHS is 
chartered as a non-profit 
corporation under the laws of the 
state of Ohio. The vision of the 
NYCSHS is to be the preferred 
source of information and 
products related to the New York 
Central System. The mission of the 
NYCSHS is to perpetuate the 
legacy of the New York Central 
System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent with 
good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the preservation 
of New York Central railroad 
history with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. Member-
ship is open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership 

  

 
Board of Directors 

F. Bongiovanni, J. P. Burgess, J. 
Cannizzaro, J. Epperson, T.R. 
Gerbracht, S.H. Lustig, D.T. 
Mackay, R.C. McQueen, R.C. 
Schiring, P.N. Stoving, J.C. 
Suhs, M.K. Vescelus, N.F. 
Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett, R.L. 
Stoving 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor:  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about once a 
month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are, Seth Lakin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, Paul 
Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring, 
Alex Schneider, Charles Newton, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, Vic Roman, Noel Widdifield, 
and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 625 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 5,000 
models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, S-scale, N-scale, and O-scale 
models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be released in coming 
months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more information.  Website: NYCSHS.org 
and Collinwood Shop: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/ 
We have released many new NYC models over the last ten years, but if you have some ideas for us, contact 
us at nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
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As I write my column, we are still dealing with issues regarding the Covid virus.  I hope by the 
time you read this; things will have gotten back under control so we can get back to doing those 
things we like to do.  In the meanwhile, we’ll have to do the best we can with what we have.  To 
that end, we are approaching the season of being indoors (like we haven’t been doing that for over 
a year now) so we can think about our modeling.  But it isn’t easy. 

It has been a bumpy time in the modeling industry.  Current information is that there are large 
surcharges on shipments from China, resulting in additional costs to all of us.  That is, if the 
shipment isn’t embargoed in one of our overloaded ports (or railyards).  I have had a conversation 
with a smaller manufacturer who shared some difficult information.  If you’re making models in 
China, they too are having labor shortages, as there are other jobs that pay better than assembling 
HO models.  That is, if you can produce the parts and pieces.  The factory he works with is on three 
days a week production, as the electricity is rationed from the coal burning power plant. Getting 
anything done is almost impossible, especially EDM machining of molds.  This is where we are 
today.  That leaves us to work off the backlog of things we’ve been putting off.  

I don’t know about you, but I have been squirreling away a few dream project locomotives.  I think 
I’m ready to dig in and get started, as there is no better time than now to get started being I have 
the parts and pieces already.  I just must decide, should I do the Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton RS-12, or 
the Baldwin “Babyface” DCA-2a Passenger A & B units?   

  

           
 

          

Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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We have put together another interesting edition of the 
magazine with articles on a variety of NYCS projects. A 
wreck train, Pacemaker caboose, a small NYC town, two 
NYCS coach articles, an O-scale farm and a new tool for 
our modeling.  

This next week I am going to my first ever model 
railroad operating session and I am looking forward to 
that new experience. For all my almost 70 years of 
railroad modeling, I have never done that before. I have 
always been a lone operator. I will record my new 
experience in photos and an article in the next edition. 

How about you? Why don’t you take a few hours to 
record one of your experiences in NYCS modeling by 
taking a few photos and writing an article to share with 
us.  It is not that hard, and we would like to hear what 
you are up to. 

Share with us your layout, your latest or greatest model 
project, take a few photos, do an outline, follow the 
outline, and show us your modeling skills.  It only takes 
a few minutes, and we would love to see what you do. 

It is a great time to be modeling the NYCS and we hope 
you take the time to share your modeling with us. 

If you have photos or models that you haven’t shared 
with us in past editions, please consider contacting us 
and adding your talent and articles to the many who 
have shown off their NYCS modeling in the past.  

If you are interested, please contact me at: 
nfwiddifield@nycshs.org or call me at 703-407-3059. Let 
us see what you model on the NYCS. 

Thanks, Noel 

   
 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose of 
providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –- 
all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales  but 
want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used for 
articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 480 
pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements 
and opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-Society-
302109173240295/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trgerbracht@nycshs.org             NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: dtmackay@nycshs.org 
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NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book 
Know Thy Early Mohawks 

By Tom Gerbracht 

• Detailed history of NYC Early
Mohawks (1916 - 1930) from official
Railroad Record Cards and official
NYC drawings

• Over 250 pages and 200 photographs,
many previously unpublished, data,
drawings and a 32-page color section

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
director and former president

• Hard cover with complete Early
Mohawks' history

• Limited publication run
• Very limited quantity of numbered and

signed copies available as a separate
store item

This	 hard	 cover	 book	 completely	
documents	 the	 New	 York	 Central’s	 early	
Mohawks,	built	in	the	period	1916	through	
1930.	 	 The	 early	 Mohawks	 became	 the	

standard	freight	hauler	on	the	railroad	and	
lasted	 into	 1957,	 the	 very	 end	 of	 the	
railroad’s	 steam	 operations.	 	 The	Mohawk	
type	 locomotive	 was	 the	 third	 type	 of	 the	
famous	 New	 York	 Central	 steam	
triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	 Hudsons,	
Mohawks,	and	Niagaras.		The	large	quantity	
of	 600	 Mohawks	 operated	 by	 the	 Central,	
and	 their	 long	 service	 life,	 requires	 two	
books	 to	 adequately	 describe	 and	
document	the	Mohawk	type.		The	final	book	
describing	 the	 triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	
“late”	Mohawks,	 is	 on	 schedule	 for	 release	
in	2020.	

Know	 Thy	 Early	 Mohawks	 describes	 the	
original	 landmark	 design	 and	 its	 evolution	
through	the	L-2D	class	of	1930.		The	design	
is	 compared	 with	 predecessor	 freight	
locomotives	 used	 by	 the	 Central	 and	
contemporary	 Mountain	 types	 used	 by	
other	 major	 railroads.	 	 The	 book	 contains	
over	200	high	quality	photographic	images,	
many	 previously	 unpublished,	 and	 data,	
drawings,	 and	 documentation	 from	 the	
official	 New	 York	 Central	 files	 that	will	 be	
useful	 to	 modelers	 and	 historians.	 	 A	 32-
page	color	section	is	included.	

Available in Collinwood Shop 

MSRP  $79.95 NYCSHS Members $63.96 

Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers 
and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net
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ORDER FORM     Know Thy Early Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required)_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Early Mohawks 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member               Ohio 
Member Price  Sales Tax 
$63.95 $79.95  

 Shipping & Handling 
    Cost 

    $12.00 8% 
 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio Sales 

Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost. 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net	
7



NYCSHS Announces Another New Exciting Book 
Know Thy Late Mohawks 

By Tom Gerbracht 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society announces the final 
book of the Central’s steam power 
triumvirate.  This hard cover book 
completes the documentation of the 
New York Central’s Mohawk class, the 
L-3 and L-4 Mohawks.

• Detailed history of the late Mohawk
design of 1940, and the final L-4
design of 1942, using official railroad
records and drawings, and profusely
illustrated using an outstanding
collection of high-quality 
photographs from the Society’s 
Collection and other collections, 
many previously unpublished 

• Over 300 pages and photographs,
including a 32-page color section

• Informative captions
• Useful to modelers and historians

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
Director and former President

• Limited production run, hard cover,
using the best paper stock and
outstanding photo reproduction, and
sewn binding for permanency

• Very limited quantity of numbered
and signed copies available as a
separate store item

The book describes and illustrates the 
original late Mohawk design, and the 
evolution of the basic design that 
resulted in the L-4 Mohawk, perhaps 
the best dual service two-cylinder 
steam locomotive design ever 
developed.  Included is a separate 
section on late Mohawk tenders, one of 
the secrets of the Mohawk’s success.  
Oddities are identified, and the final 
days of late Mohawk operation are also 
fully documented, including last runs.  
The late Mohawk design is compared 
with contemporary steam designs used 
by other railroads in the Central’s 
service area. 

• All proceeds donated to the NYCSHS
• MSRP  $89.99 NYCSHS Members

$71.99
• Limited number of signed and

numbered copies $250.00
• Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers

and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio
Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net
8



ORDER FORM     Know Thy Late Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Signed & Numbered Copies__________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Late Mohawks 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member               Ohio 
Member Price  Sales Tax 
$71.99                89.99 

 Shipping & Handling 
       Cost 
   $12.00 8% 

Limited number of signed and numbered copies:  $250.00 

 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio 

Sales Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost. 

9
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SStteevvee  LLaasshheerr//RRuussss  WWeeiiss  ––  MMooddeelliinngg  NNYYCC  ““BBrraacckkeett  PPoosstt””  SSiiggnnaallss  iinn  HHOO--SSccaallee    Page 47  

TThhoommaass  LLaannggee  ––  AA  SSccrraattcchh--BBuuiilltt  NNYYCC  PPaacceemmaakkeerr  CCaabboooossee  Page  57

He was infected with the railroad bug in early childhood, but during high school interests 
changed to H0 scale cars. The railroad bug bit again when he saw the Bachmann 3-truck shay 
the first time. This led him into American and logging railroads. Next to railroad modelling 
he also collects antique HO-scale rolling stock and has also made cooking a hobby. 

BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  EEnnlliivveenn  LLaayyoouutt  DDeeaadd  SSppaaccee  WWiitthh  AA  PPllaassttiiccvviillllee  FFaarrmm    Page 62  

Bob likes to talk trains with friends as a member of NYCSHS, TCA (Train Collectors 
Association) and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society). 
Bob wrote 22 previous layout articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout and 
restoring Lionel engines. In Part 23 of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob discusses 
bringing dead space in the corner of his layout back to life by adding a busy farm.    

Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, 
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan. 

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central began as 
a boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as they drove by 
the huge ALCO Works.  He marveled at the massive new engines, many 
with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa left a “real” Lionel 2026 
steam engine set under the tree later that year.	

Steve Lasher was born in Cleveland; he developed an early interest in the 
NYC. After stints of working for the Rock Island and then Cotton Belt, a career 
change led to a 30-year career in nursing. He currently resides in 
Jeffersonville, IN and derives great pleasure from making Russ Weis cringe 
with new improvements and projects. 

Russ Weiss is a retired airline pilot, but I always had a love of trains. Growing 
up in the Detroit area, my father at my request would take me to the Michigan 
Central station to watch the trains come and go. It is no wonder why he 
wanted to model the New York Central with Buffalo being the main focal 
point of the layout for all the possibilities with operations. 
	

Thomas lives in Germany close to Hanau which is approximately 25 
miles east of Frankfurt Airport (former Rhein-Main airbase). Educated 
as a dental technician and having worked for nearly 40 years in labs and 
dental industry, he now enjoys retirement. 
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CChhuucckk  BBeeaarrggiiee    ––  AA  SSmmaallll  MMiiddwweesstteerrnn  TToowwnn  AAlloonngg  aa  NNYYCC  BBrraanncchhlliinn  ––  PPaarrtt  33    Page 67  

He looked around at other prototypes to model, and settled on the town of Jefferson, Ohio, 
which was on the Franklin / Oil City branch of the NYC. The primary focus is on the 1920s, 
but other eras are researched and simulated as well. 

Chuck’s research activity for modeling Jefferson Ohio led him to joining the NYCSHS in 2001 
(member # 5459). The 2000s were challenging times for the Society. He became more active, 
joining the Board of Directors in 2010, and becoming the Archivist in 2011. He resigned these 
positions upon relocating from Cleveland to St. Louis in 2015. Due to the pandemic, Chuck 
has elected to postpone his retirement as an aerospace quality engineer from this June to at 
least the end of 2021.  

TToomm  LLoonngg  ––  MMooddeelliinngg  22660000--SSeerriieess  CCooaacchheess  iinn  NN--SSccaallee    Page 75  

Tom has a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the University of Texas at Austin 
and a Graduate Certificate in Systems Engineering from Johns Hopkins University. He and 
his wife Karen currently live in Maryland where he works for the Navy as a Systems Engineer. 
This is Tom’s sixth article in the NYCentral Modeler. 

LLaarrrryy  FFaauullkknneerr  ––  TThhee  NNYYCCeennttrraall  MMooddeelleerr  TTooooll  SShhoopp    Page 83

Retiring	after	serving	over	twenty	years	active	duty,	Larry	is	currently	working	for	the	Dept.	of	
Defense,	Civil	Service	with	over	15	years	of	service	training	today’s	Airmen	in	the	U.S.	Air	Force	
and	still	working	on	F-16	engines.	

Chuck Beargie has been a model railroader since his high school days, 
and from the beginning has been a prototype modeler. Through most of 
the 1980s and 1990s he researched and modeled the Sierra Railroad of 
California. However, after nearly two decades, his interest in the Sierra 
started to wane.	

Tom Long is an avid Boston and Albany fan and N-scale modeler and has been 
a member of the NYCSHS since 2004. Tom became a fan of the B&A after 
moving to Framingham, MA in 1991. He attended Joseph P. Keefe Technical 
High School, just across the street from Nevins Yard. Tom lived at milepost 23 
and would walk to and from school along the B&A.  
	

Larry	was	born	and	raised	in	Upstate	New	York.	He	grew	up	across	the	tracks	
from	the	B&A	station	in	Chatham,	NY	and	in	Philmont,	NY	on	the	NYC’s	Harlem	
Division.	He	graduated	from	Taconic	Hills	Central	High	in	1979.	Larry	joined	
the	 U.S.	 Air	 Force	 in	 1980	 utilizing	 his	 mechanical	 skills	 as	 a	 Jet	 Engine	
Technician	on	F-15	Eagle	and	F-16	Fighting	Falcon	aircraft.	
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A	Life	Member	of	the	NYCSHS	since	1981,	his	main	railroad	interest	is	the	NYC’s	Hudson/Electric	
Divisions,	circa	1952	-	53.	Larry	shares	this	passion	with	fellow	modeler	Manuel	Duran-Duran.	
They	collaborated	 to	design	several	kits	 for	 the	NYCSHS.	They	are	currently	doing	3D	printed	
masters	for	resin	castings	of	all	the	Electric	Division	Towers	utilizing	laser	cut	doors	and	windows.	

Larry	has	been	involved	with	the	NYCSHS’s	on-line	modeling	magazine	NYCentral	Modeler	since	
the	first	issue	in	2011.	He	writes	this	column	in	conjunction	with	Manuel.		He	has	been	involved	
with	 the	 Society’s	 Modeling	 Committee	 since	 its	 inception	 working	 to	 promote	 accurate	 NYC	
models,	paints,	and	decals	with	model	manufacturers.		

Larry	 and	 his	 wife,	 Victoria	 (his	 childhood	 sweetheart)	 have	 four	 children	 and	 seven	
grandchildren.	Larry	and	Victoria	live	in	the	Arizona	desert	west	of	Phoenix,	AZ.	

DDaavvee  SSttaapplliinn  ––  UUppggrraaddiinngg  aanndd  AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg  aa  BBrraanncchhlliinnee  CCooaacchh,,  PPaarrtt  11  Page 91

His first employment in the rail industry was during summers with the P&LE in Pittsburgh, 
where his family had moved in 1960.  His major in Civil Engineering at the University of 
Michigan was inspired by Alfred Perlman, the president of New York Central.  After 
graduation, he worked for 45 years in the rail industry with Penn Central, the United States 
Railway Association, Conrail, Seaboard System (became CSX), Amtrak and the American 
Railway Engineering Association.  He retired in June of 2015 and is doing some part-time 
consulting.  Married in 1973, he and wife, Jane, raised two daughters, Jennifer and Alison.   

Dave’s modeling of the New York Central goes back to 1960. He has made presentations on 
passenger car modeling at two of the Society’s annual meetings. 

IImmaaggiinnee  YYoouurrsseellff  PPiiccttuurreedd  HHeerree  wwiitthh  tthhee  TTiittllee  ooff  YYoouurr  AArrttiiccllee  aanndd  PPaaggee  ##  
We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear about 
your layout, collection of modeling skills. 

Dave was born in in Rochester, New York, the grandson of William Ray 
Staplin, a New York Central employee for almost 50 years.  Besides trips 
back and forth on the train to Utica, where his grandparents lived, his 
father would take him to watch trains near the GRS plant in West 
Rochester. 
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All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write about 
it.  Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something for your 
hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If you have a 
collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then just write about 
how and why you have collected what you have. 

We are prepared to help you do this.  All you need to do is contact us and we will provide the 
help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us. 

We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling.  We would 
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course, we want lots of photos and 
captions for each photo to share with our readers.  

Step up and begin writing an article for us today.  You will love seeing your name and article 
title here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine. 

Hall of Heroes- We have no new author to receive our NYCSHS

Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their  

first article in the magazine. 

There are no new authors in this edition. 

This edition has only veteran writers for the NYCentral Modeler!! 

Why don’t you write one for us???
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

Tell us what you think this might be and what it is used for. If you are really good, you can tell us 
the company who made it and where that company was located. Send your answers to 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 

NYC Lines Magazine January 1930 

Order Your Copy Of This Fascinating Collection 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Some of the great photos and ads from the 
New York Central Lines Magazine 

Did Your Grandfather or Great-Grandfather Work Here? 
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Or use did your grandmother use one of these? 
Ads from the July 1931 Edition 
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The newest collection of NYCS locomotive photos. 
Now on Flash Drives!!! 

This CD contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a 
small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS 
Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority of archive photo collection comes 
from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central 
Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the 
NYCSHS.

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were 
sometimes referred to as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes 
a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s. An Excel spreadsheet is included with all of 
the information available for each photo. (Not always a lot as the photographers did not 
always leave good documentation.) The spreadsheet has links that take you directly to 
the photos. (The links do not work on Macintosh computers because for some reason 
Microsoft chose to disable this capability.) 

This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCSHS 
archive volunteers.

Don't miss out on this collection of images from the NYCSHS archives. This collection 
contains 165 images.     https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html 
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It has arrived!! 

NYC Locomotive Photo Collection “Streamliners” 

You can find it at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-
Collections_c_163.html 

Or just look in the Shop under the Digital Photos section. 

Bowser N-Scale NYC Cylindrical Hopper 

It can be found at:	https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bowser-N-Scale-
Models_c_219.html 

This is a publicity 
shot of the ALCo-
Schenectady, NYC 
K-5b, #4915, James
Whitcomb Riley,
shot at Chicago, IL.

Watch	 for	 an	 additional	
announcement	for	other	
up-coming	 addition	 to	
the	 expanding	 collect-
ion	 of	 NYC	 Loco-motive	
digital	 photos	 on	 flash	
drives.	
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N-Scale Rolling Stock
Atlas

1932 ARA BOXCAR NEW YORK CENTRAL 
100000 
The 1932 ARA standard box car was the 
watershed event in the design of house cars in 
North America.  While the 1932 ARA standard 
car has lived in the shadow of the 1937 AAR 
box car and its subsequent iterations, it was the 
box car that design that changed the course of 
box car engineering and set the tone for house 
car design for decades.  In addition, this design 
was developed and approved under the 
guidance of the Car Construction Committee of 
the ARA.  This genesis of the design, and 
subsequent acceptance by almost every Class 
One railroad in North America, either in the 
1932 ARA or 1937 AAR forms, demonstrated 
that the railroads could attain consensus on 
standardization not only in theory, but in the 
reality.  

There were a half dozen or so demonstrator 
ARA 1932 boxcars that were later sold to a 
couple of railroads. NYC picked up one 
renumbering it to NYC 100000. There is a photo 
where it is patched in silver which is this 
offering. It was likely repainted oxide within a 
couple months of purchase. The Atlas offering 
is correct but only for a very short period.  This 
is a very unique model of an interesting NYC 
boxcar. 
Features:  

• Accurate painting and printing
• Friction-bearing trucks
• AccuMate® couplers

MSRP $29.95 Expected Delivery Early 
2022  

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Bowser 

Features: 

• Crisp details and sharp painting and
printing

• Roller bearing trucks with Fox Valley
Models metal wheels and body mounted
knuckle couplers

• Ready-to-run
• Comes in three road numbers - You must

select road number

These are pretty close and lettered as lot 915-H 
which were built by ACF in 1962, and numbered 
NYC 884950 - 885999.  

We can’t tell on the Bowser announcement, but the 
NYC prototype had pneumatic hopper outlets, 
where it appears in the drawing to have gravity 
discharge outlets.   

MSRP $27.95, Expected Delivery Summer 
2022  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Rail Smith 

NYC Baggage Car 9120 

Baggage 9120 was one of 100 cars in this series 
built by American Car & Foundry in 1946-47 
for the NYC.  These cars were used for Mail 
Storage and Baggage as they were 
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designated for ‘general service’. They were 
used all across the New York Central system. 

David Randall’s book is great documentation of 
these cars yet states that ‘it is unknown if all 100 
cars in this series had end doors.  We are 
producing this car since his documented 
authority sheds this doubt. 

The Two-Tone-Gray NYC paint will match 
Kato’s recent release of the 20th Century 
Limited. 

Built by ACF, this is a classic version of this car. 

MSRP $45.00 Expected Delivery January 2022 
https://lowellsmith.net/product/railsmith-nyc-
baggage-9120/  

N-Scale Structures
The N Scale Architect
Fire Tower

Fire towers have been part of the American 
landscape since the early 1900s. Rapid 
deployment of these towers occurred during 
the 1930s when 100's of them were erected for 
the United States Forest Service (USFS) by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). By the 
1960's, improvements in satellite tracking and 

aircraft technology made most of these towers 
obsolete. 

This kit was designed based on USFS 
standardized plans and specifications from 
1938 that were used in the construction of steel 
towers. Ironically, many of these steel towers 
were manufactured by the Aermotor Company 
which was known for their windmills. 

This photo-etched stainless-steel kit can be built 
up to 100 N-Scale feet tall (approximately 8”) 
without the need for special tools or solder. It 
features a dozen see-through stairways with 
fine railings and wood textured platforms, a 10' 
x 10' cabin with panel & rivet details, hip & flat 
roof options, window visors, radio antenna, 
directional peak vent, laser-cut 2" x 2" ‘concrete’ 
base, and full-color illustrated instructions. 

MSRP $69.95, Expected Delivery Available 
Now  
https://thenarch.com/products/fire-tower-
kit-%E2%80%93-n 

HO-Scale Locomotives 
Bachmann 

NYC Hudson DC, DCC w/ Sound, Roman or 
Gothic Lettering 

The Hudson came into being because the 
existing 4-6-2 Pacific power was not able to keep 
up with the demands of longer, heavier trains 
and higher speeds. Given NYC's axle load 
limits, Pacific could not be made any larger; a 
new locomotive type would be required to 
carry the larger boilers. Lima Locomotive 
Works' conception of superpower steam as 
realized in the 2-8-4 Berkshire type was the 
predecessor to the Hudson. The 2-8-4's 4-wheel 
trailing truck permitted a huge firebox to be 
located after the boiler. The resulting greater 
steaming rate ensured that such a locomotive 
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would never run out of power at speed, a 
common failing of older locomotives. Applying 
the ideas of the freight-minded Berkshire type 
to the Pacific resulted in a 4-6-4 locomotive.  

NYC ordered prototype No. 5200 from Alco 
and subjected it to intensive testing. A fleet of 
205 J-1 class Hudsons were eventually built, 
including 30 each for the Michigan Central 
Railroad (MC road numbers 8200-8229) and the 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis 
Railway (“Big Four” - road numbers 6600-6629). 
In addition, NYC subsidiary Boston & Albany 
Railroad ordered 20 J-2 class (B&A road 
numbers 600-619), the latter 10 from Lima 
Locomotive Works (all other NYC Hudsons 
were built by Alco’s Schenectady works). A 
later development were 50 J-3a class Super 
Hudsons in 1937–1938, with many modern 
appliances and innovations. After the MC, Big 
4, and B&A locomotives were incorporated into 
the NYC numbering, the NYC Hudson 
locomotives had road numbers ranging from 
5200 to 5474. The NYC J-1 road numbers were 
5200-5344, the MC J-1s became NYC 5345-5374, 
the Big 4 J-1s became NYC 5375-5404, the J-2s 
(all from B&A) became NYC road numbers 
5455-5474, and the J-3 road numbers were 5405-
5454. The J-2 numbers are last because they 
were transferred to the NYC after the J-3 
deliveries. 

Features: 

• DCC Sound-equipped for sound, speed,
direction, and lighting control

• True CD-quality audio in 16-bit 44,
100Hz sound

• Keep-Alive device that keeps your
engine running during power
interruptions

• Voice-guided Audio Assist
programming tool for easy set-up of
almost all decoder functionality

• Dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder
• Precision motor
• All-metal chassis

• Operating directional headlight and
reverse light

• Blackened metal side rods, wheels with
RP25 contours

• E-Z Mate Mark II couplers on front and
rear

• Factory set for maximum realism and
equipped with steam sound package

• Sound system features user-definable
whistle options, bell, blowdown,
cylinder cocks, water fill, coupler close
and release, brake application and
release, momentum, grade crossing
quill, station announcements and more

MSRP $469.00 DCC w/Sound, DC, Expected 
Delivery 1/1/2022  
Were available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members Discount 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 
Accurail 

NYC&HR Railroad 41’ Steel Gondola (Singles 
or 3-Pack) 

MSRP $19.98 Singles, $59.98 3-Pack Expected 
Delivery October 2021  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Athearn (Roundhouse)

NYC & HR RR 34’ Overton Passenger Car Set 

At the turn of the late 1800s passenger train 
travel was much more like the stagecoach that it 
had replaced. The Overton style passenger car is 
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iconic to this era, a time of great expansion for 
the railroads with the transcontinental route and 
the settling of the Wild West. The railroads 
brought much change to the landscape of North 
America. Passenger trains of the time were the 
best way to get across the continent. The 
Overton passenger cars facilitated this new era 
of transportation 

Features: 

• Fully assembled and factory finished
• Fine end handrails and ladders
• Clear windows and green-tinted clerestory

windows
• Body mounted McHenry operating scale

knuckle couplers
• Weighted for optimum performance
• Machined metal wheels with RP25

contours operate on all popular brands of
track

• 15" minimum radius
• Each Overton Passenger Set contains 1

each of Baggage, Combine, Coach and 
Observation Cars 

• Coach in the four pack has a different road
number than the single coach 

MSRP $129.99 Expected Delivery October 
2021  

Rapido 

NYC USRA Single-Sheathed Boxcar 
During World War I the US railroads were 
struggling to keep up with wartime traffic, in 
part because of a shortage of serviceable freight 
cars. To solve this problem, President Wilson 
nationalized the railroads under the United 
States Railway Administration, or USRA. One 
of the first tasks assigned to the USRA was to 
develop common designs for new freight cars. 

Among these was a 40’ single-sheathed wood 
boxcar with a steel underframe.  

Starting in 1918, 25,000 copies of the single-
sheathed boxcar were built. Originally 
delivered to 22 railroads throughout the 
country, the cars were well received. Many cars 
continued in regular service in their original 
form well into the 1950s. Delivered with KC 
brake systems, many were updated to AB brake 
systems prior to 1953.  

The USRA single-sheathed cars formed 
significant parts of many railroad’s fleets. The 
New York Central System had 2,500 cars, the 
Milwaukee Road had 3,000 copies and the 
Pennsylvania had over 9,700 cars. 
Features:  

• Accurate new tooling
• Correct details including roof and

handbrake
• KC or AB brakes as appropriate *
• Wood, Youngstown corrugated or

Creco doors as appropriate 
• Full underbody with separate brake

rods and piping
• Accurate decoration
• Fully decorated and assembled
• Factory-installed Rapido semi-scale

couplers
• USRA Andrews trucks with in-line

brake shoes
• Blackened turned-metal wheels
• Available in singles or multi-packs,

boxed for individual sale

MSRP $49.95 Single, $299.70 Six-pack 
Expected Delivery 2022  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
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Roomettes 

Freight car interiors - Athearn and Atlas 50’ & 
60’ interiors 
Laser cut cardstock interiors for freight cars.  

They’re precision laser-cut to ensure a good fit, 
with highly detailed graphics.  

You can install the interiors and have them on 
your layout in just minutes. You’ll only need 
glue, tape and a few simple tools.  

They also have an extensive collection of room 
interiors in N-, HO-, and O-scale. 

MSRP $4.25 Singles, $11.95 3-Pack Expected 
Delivery -Available Now  
https://roometteslighting.com/ 

Walthers 

As North American railroads began replacing 
war-weary equipment, many turned to 
Pullman-Standard and the brand-new 40' PS-1 
Boxcar. Based on early postwar cars built from 
1947 to 1949, this model is a great addition to 
steam and diesel-era layouts, as some of the 
prototypes were still in service into the late 
1980s!  

Features: 

• One time run of these road numbers,
order now - limited quantity available

• Based on early postwar production
cars with:

• Pullman-Standard ends (no rectangles)
• Pullman-Standard bowtie roof w/flat

panels
• See-through Apex steel running board
• 6' Superior doors
• Correct 33" RP-25 metal wheelsets
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle

couplers
• Comes in three road numbers

The	Accurail	gondolas	are	painted	to	match	a	
lot	205-G.		There	is	quite	a	bit	of	detail	
differences	mainly	the	prototype	having	
hopper	door	bottoms. 

MSRP $29.98 Expected Delivery October 2021 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

NYC & HR Railroad 41’ Steel Caboose 
Based on the Missabe Road's Class G2, these 
smaller wood cars served from WWI into the 
1970s, and similar cars were used by many 
other railroads.  

Features:  

• One time run of these roadnumbers,
order now, limited quantity available

• Based on Duluth, Missabe and Iron
Range Class G2
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• Prototypes in service from mid-1900s
to 1970s

• Similar short wheelbase cars used by
many other railroads

• Over 30 factory-applied details
including separate wire grab irons,
running boards, smoke jack and more

• Fully assembled and railroad ready
• Ultra-smooth rolling 33" RP-25 turned

metal wheelsets
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle

couplers

The	caboose	represents	a	Toledo	&	Ohio	Central,	
Kanawha	 &	 Michigan	 and	 Zanesville	 &	Western	
caboose.	 These	 were	 numbered	 18800-18995.	
They	lasted	until	the	end	of	the	NYC	era.	But	there	
are	several	detail	variations.		

MSRP $49.98 Expected Delivery October 31, 
2021  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

HO-Scale Structures 
Showcase Miniatures 

 
Showcase miniatures has upgraded and 
expanded its selection of HO-scale signals and

signal masts.  Four different signal heads are 
now available. 

The selection includes tri-light and vertical 
hood signals, US&S H2 and GRS SA signal 
heads. 

A breakaway base has been developed to 
minimize damage to signals mounted on 
layouts. 

MSRP varies by signal and base. Expected 
Delivery – In stock 
https://www.showcaseminiatures.net/ho_scal
e/ho_scale_signals_wigwags_trackside_detail
s/ 

O-Scale Locomotives

MTH

Chicago River & Indiana SW-8 

EMD's	 800-hp	 SW-8s	 and	 1,200-hp	 SW-9s	 both	
debuted	 in	 1950,	 marking	 the	 next	 stage	 in	 the	
evolution	 of	 one	 of	 railroading's	 longest-lived	
diesel	 families.	 The	 first	 SW-class	 engine,	 the	
600-hp	SW1,	appeared	in	1939,	and	the	SW	units
remained	in	the	EMD	catalog	until	the	1,000-hp
SW-1000	 was	 finally	 retired	 in	 1986.	 With	 the
"SW"	in	the	name	denoting	that	 the	engine	was
built	 for	 switching	 duties,	 it	 never	 needed	 the
high	 horsepower	 ratings	 of	 road	 diesels.	 They
could	be	paired	with	cab-less	"calf"	units	 in	 the
classic	cow	and	calf	configuration	if	a	particular
job	needed	more	power.

Features: 

• Detailed, Durable ABS Body
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• Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel
Tank

• Metal Chassis
• Metal Handrails and Horn
• Authentic Paint Scheme
• Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears
• (2) Remote-Controlled Proto-Couplers
• Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting
• Directionally Controlled Constant

Voltage LED Headlight
• (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped

Motors
• Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder
• Locomotive Speed Control In Scale

MPH Increments
• 1:48 Scale Proportions
• Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital

Command System Featuring Freight
Yard Proto-Effects

• Unit Measures: 12" x 2 1/2" x 3 1/2"
• Operates On O-27 Curves

MSRP $339.95 Plus Shipping, Expected 
Delivery October 2021 
Available only from Mr. Muffin’s Trains in Atlanta, 
IN. https://mrmuffinstrains.com/products/mth-30-
20cri-1-sw-8-switcher-diesel-engine-chicago-river-
indiana-w-ps3-custom-run-for-
mrmuffinstrains?_pos=1&_sid=38cbee97a&_ss=r 

O-Scale Rolling Stock
Atlas

NYC Pacemaker 40’ PS-1 Boxcar 
The Pacemaker boxcars were built in 1945 as 
lot 737-B and originally painted standard oxide 
red and numbered in the 175000 series. They 
were then converted for high speed LCL 
Pacemaker service which started in 1946, 
painted in the vermilion and gray scheme and 
renumbered in the 174000 series. 

Features: 

• Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body
• Metal Wheels and Axles
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks
• Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers
• Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes
• Decorative Brake Wheels
• Separate Metal Handrails
• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets
• Needle-Point Axles
• Sliding Car Doors
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions
• Unit Measures: 11 5/8” x 2 5/8” x 3 3/4”
• Operates On O-31 Curves
• Comes in two road numbers

This is a 3-Rail Car
MSRP $79.95, Expected Delivery Late 2021 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Bachmann 

CCC&StL 2-Bay Outside Braced Hopper 

Features: 
• navigates O-27 curves
• length 9"; height 3.25"
• durable ABS plastic shell
• die-cast trucks
• metal wheels
• operating couplers
• prototypical graphics
• removable coal load

MSRP $79.95 Plus Shipping, Expected 
Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
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Multiple Scales 
Union Station Products Passenger Car 
Components 

Union Station Products makes passenger car 
sides in N-, HO-, S- & O-Scale that enable you 
to model your favorite railroad's passenger cars. 
All sides are undecorated in white styrene and 
come with window glazing. Most sides will 
also come with floor plans and a photo of the 
car. They require a core kit or donor r-t-r car to 
complete.  They also sell core kits, and 
underbody details. All sides listed as fluted 
include the fluting in the kit. For pictures of 
completed models and other information, 
please visit our Facebook page at 
facebook.com/unioinstationproducts.  

To view the details of the components, go to: 
https://unionstationproducts.com/  

They offer a selected set of these passenger car 
sides and also offer the core components and 
underbody details all as options. To build a 
basic shell of a passenger car, you need sides 
and a core kit (or a ready-to-run car on 
which you will remove and replace the existing 
sides).  A basic core kit includes a roof, a floor 
and car ends. 

MSRP varies by Scale Expected Delivery In 
Stock 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Large Scale Locomotives 
USA Trains 

NYCS EMD F-7A/B 
FEATURES:  

• 1:29 Scale 
Model 

• Dual powered
trucks on both 
units  

• Dual smoking
stacks on both 
units 

• Back-up light
on B unit

• Two road
numbers
available for
ABBA
operation

• Red/green
directional
marker lights

• Real metal
screens on 
side 

• Lighted
number
boards

• Quality
Graphics 

• Optional
Stereo Sound
System
Available

• Each Unit
Length: 20
3/8 " Height:
5 3/4"

• Min.
Diameter: 5
Feet

MSRP $1,264.95 A/B Units, $632.95 Single A 
or B Unit, Expected Delivery Now 
http://www.usatrains.com/ 

Magazines 
HO Collector 3rd Qtr. 2021 

“Old School Modeling: AHM/Roco’s Flexi-
Flo Hopper” by Brian Banna pp. 26- 34 

Brian takes an old AHM “Center Flow Hopper” 
as it was known when it came out in the late 
1960s and converts it to a NYC Flexi-Flo hopper 
that models the correct version of this car. 

He provides excellent background material on 
the prototype and the model and shows us the 
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step-by-step process of turning a fine model of 
this classic NYC car. 

There is an excellent photo of the finished 
product on page 33. 

NMRA Magazine June 2021 

“Mail Car” – New Archive of NYCS Images 
p. 11

A nice write up about our new online photo 
archive with a link to the site. 

Model Railroad News, August 2021 

“Walthers adds HO-scale SW7 to Mainline” p. 
18. 

This is a short article covering this latest 
Walthers’ diesel model of the Phase II EMD 
locomotive.  

“New York Central Dreyfus Hudson Returns” 
by Tony Cook & Drew Warrington pp. 36 – 37 

The authors do a quick review of the latest 
brass loco with state-of-the-art electronics and 
drives.  

“The Great Steel Fleet Lives Again: Kato’s N-
scale 1948 20th Century Limited” by Justin 
Sobeck pp. 38 – 42. 

This excellent review of Kato’s NYCS offering 
provides good information about the prototype 
20th Century Limited and the models of the 

E7A/B and the nine car and four car add on sets 
of passenger cars. 

“A Model Railroading Icon Returns: 
Bachmann’s N-Scale NYC J3a Super Hudson” 
by Justin Sobeck pp. 44 – 46. 

The N-scale Hudson This article rounds out 
what White River Productions staff calls the 
focus of this edition of the magazine.  NYCS is 
well covered in this one. 

Model Railroad News, September 2021 

“USA Trains debuts G-Scale (1:29) F units” p. 
20 

This is a short half page feature covering the 
release of one of the first new 1:29-scale releases 
from any manufacturer in a long time. This 
model of the F7 A & B continues the long line 
of USA Trains excellent locomotives and it the 
first F7 offered in that scale. For those few of us 
who model in 1:29 it is a much-needed edition. 

“From the Archive – In Pursuit of the Ultimate 
HO U25B”, by Tony Cook p. 94 

Tony reviews the history of the HO-scale GE U 
25B models with some references to the NYC 
versions of that model. 

Model Railroader, July 2021 
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“Bachmann N scale NYC J-3a Hudson”, by 
Eric White, pp. 48-49  
Eric provides another magazine’s view of this 
interesting Bachmann Hudson. The review 
includes performance charts and facts and 
features and concludes with the statement that 
it is “a must have for NYC modelers”. 

Railfan & Railroad, July 2021 

“Preservation Railnews – New York Central 
Flexi-Flo Saved”, by Eric Berger pp. 15-16 

Coverage of the Conrail Historical Society’s 
and Danbury Railway Museum’s effort to save 
a NYC Flexi-Flo covered hopper. The article 
provides some history of the car and provides 
information about these two organizations’ 
effort to preserve this important part of NYCS 
history. 

“Photo Line - Paul Stringham” pp. 60 – 69, by 
Mike Raia and Dick Wallin 

The article contains a large number of very 
interesting photos taken from the 1930s 
through the 2000s by Paul.  The photos include 
a Peoria & Eastern (NYC) pair of 4-8-2s on page 
62 and one of General Motors’ Aerotrain on 
page 68 that run of a while on the NYCS. 

Railfan & Railroad, August 2021 

“Rails to the River” by Alexander Benjamin 
Craghead p. 4 

The author talks about how many railroads had 
a relationship with a river.  For the NYC he 
explains that the Hudson and Mohawk rivers 
were very much a part of the railroad lore for 
all of its history. 

“Flying High Over the Hudson River”, photo 
by Kim Fish, Jr., p. 9 

An excellent photo of the Alfred H. Smith and 
a short description of the bridge explains that it 
opened for traffic on the NYCS in 1959. 

Railroad Model Craftsman, June 2021 

“Safety Valve – Boston & Albany”, Letter by 
Ira Heisler 

Ira writes a very nice letter complimenting 
Chuck Oraftik’s layout article in the May 21 
edition of the magazine.  NYCSHS member and 
NYCentral Modeler author was featured in that 
article. 

“Safety Valve – Harmon Coal Dock”, Letter by 
John F. Ciesla found the article by NYCSHS 
member Vic Hand particularly interesting as 
John worked for Conrail and Metro-North and 
spent many hours at Harmon. He relates some 
interesting stories about his career in charge of 
the railroad’s fleet of vehicles located at the 
location of that dock. 

“Editor’s Notebook” by RMC editor and 
NYCSHS member Otto M. Vondrak, pp. 91 -
93 

Otto relates some of his modeling adventures 
in the late 1990s at the Rensselaer Institute of 
Technology.  He explains why they didn’t try 
to model the NYCS there and tells us some of 
the important things he learned about model 
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railroading and joined others there to form 
what became the RIT Model Railroad Club. 
Interesting reading from a NYCSHS long-time 
member. 

Railroad Model Craftsman, July 2021 

“Rail Books, by Mike Smith, p. 32 
Mike writes a very nice review of the latest 
NYCSHS published book, Know Thy Late 
Mohawks.   
They are still available in the Collinwood Shop 
for purchase at the NYCSHS members’ 
discount. 

Railroad Model Craftsman, August 2021 

“Receiving Yard - All New HO-scale Single-
Sheathed Boxcar”, by Harry Wong, pp. 16 -17 
Harry reviews the upcoming Rapido wooden 
boxcar that is available for pre-order in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

The O-Scale Resource, Sep/Oct 2021 

“The Brian Scace Experience”, by Brian with 
Dan Dawdy, pp. 40 - 59 
NYCSHS member Brian shares his layout in 
this online magazine for O-scalers. It contains 
some neat info about Brian and his layout and 
some great NYCS photos. 

NYCSHS Modelers Layouts 
For those who are interested in the modeling being done 
by some of our NYCSHS members and may not have 
taken the time to check out the “Modeling Videos” 
https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-videos/ 
and  “Modeling Photos of NYCS Models and Layouts” 
https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-photos-of-nycs-models-and-
layouts/ 
under the “Modeling Resources” tab on the NYCSHS 
website. 
You can also do that by clicking the “Modeling Resources” 
tab https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/
on the front page of the website. 
Here are a couple of snapshots from those pages. 

Phil Irwins’s HO-Scale Layout

Can You Believe This????

Train World’s Latest!!! 
Please Don’t Dignify It by Purchasing!!! 
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 Another New Exciting Book 
From Grand Central to Albany 

By John M. Ham 

Over the years numerous books have been 
produced depicting trains along the old 
New York Central Main Line between New 
York City and Albany. Early ones dealt 
mainly with locomotive and equipment 
roster shots with some fine scenic views 
tossed in here and there. More recent 
publications deal with modern day diesel 
and electric trains and the photo quality in 
most are really good. Several fine books 
have been done recently regarding the days 
of Penn Central, Conrail, Amtrak, and the 
MTA.  

The focus of this book on the Central’s 
“Glory Years” using a multitude of 

magnificent steam and early diesel photos 
taken along the Water Level Route by some 
of the most noted rail photographers of the 
20th Century. Many of the images within 
have not previously been published and 
their original negatives and prints have 
been graciously loaned to the author by 
different Historical Societies and collectors 
to scan and present to readers on the pages 
within. 

This 336-page volume contains not only 
superb New York Central photos, but 
images of connecting railroads and 
industries of all sorts that were served by 
the Central in one capacity or another. 
There are even mining railroads that we 
had known little about before doing our 
extensive research. 

There are more than 650 images between 
the covers. We hope you will be taking this 
trip up the scenic Hudson Valley with us 
and enjoy it as much as we have. 

• MSRP  $79.95 NYCSHS Members $59.96
• Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers and

Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs and must include a valid phone 
number to allow shipping outside the 
US. 
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ORDER FORM            From Grand Central to Albany

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________ Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, From Grand Central to Albany 
P.O. Box 1597, Leesburg, VA 20177-1597

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member        Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Should be added Sales Tax 

To All Orders   Ohio Residents must add 
$59.96                79.95 $12.00 For US only orders 8% 

Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs and must include a valid phone number for shipment.  Please 
call or email us for actual shipping costs to your location before sending us a check for the book. 

We accept checks for US funds only. 
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NYCSHS Is Offering A Very Interesting Book 
P&LE in Allegheny County 
Vol 1 Pittsburgh to Esplen 

By Jack Polaritz, Susanne C. Hudson, & John W. Hudson

The New York Central System Historical 
Society announces the offering of a 
Depot Square Publishing book for sale. 

This is the first of two planned books on the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad in 
Allegheny County. The city of Pittsburgh had 
the potential to be a major industrial center 
but for the freight discrimination imposed by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. Every new rail 
outlet built to offer an alternative to the 
Pennsy was eventually taken over by that 
company. The only route left was a 
narrow corridor along the Monongahela 
River threading through steel mills, lead 
works, glass factories, and other industries. 
Pittsburgh yearned for independent rail 
service but was unable to secure it until 
William McCreery, John Dravo, James 
Bennett, Jacob Henrici and the Harmony 
Society, and others banded together to found 
and construct the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 
Building on four miles of trestle work 
through South Side—at times into the 
Monongahela River—to get to McKees 
Rocks, the P&LE eventually reached 
Youngstown, OH where connections were 

made with the Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern (New York Central) and the 
Atlantic & Great Western (Erie), 68 miles 
from the Steel City. 

Growing to over 200 miles of mainline, the 
P&LE hauled so much tonnage in iron ore, 
steel, bituminous coal, coke. oil, and 
limestone that it became the largest revenue 
per ton mile railroad that ever operated in 
America. 

This 322-page book opens with the story of 
the pivotal meeting that formed the P&LE 
when the founders and industrialists went to 
war with each other. The result was a railroad 
independent of the Pennsy and answerable 
only to the needs of Pittsburgh. It is no 
wonder that the line acquired the nickname 
“The Little Giant.” 373 black & white 
photographs, maps, engravings, and other 
ephemera form the nexus of this story. Years 
of research into the history of the P&LE and 
the local industries and environs served to 
elicit a wonderful story about the line and its 
association with the region.  
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Images of P&LE, motive power, rolling stock, 
facilities, the South Side complex, steel mills 
and other industries, the “company” villages 
that housed the mill workers and their 
families, and steamboats on the 
Monongahela and Ohio rivers bring the story 
to life. This title is printed at 175-line screen 
on 80# Sterling Premium gloss paper as a 
flat-backed, Smyth-sewn, oblong, laminated 
hardcover with an additional protective gloss 
film lamination. Factory shrink wrapped. 
And as usual, the book is proudly 
manufactured in the USA. 

• MSRP  $74.95 NYCSHS Members
$56.21 and that is a 25% discount

• Shipping is $12.00 for US buyers and
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales
Tax

• If purchased in the Collinwood
Shop the shipping charge will be
added to the price for US buyers

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

ORDER FORM            P&LE In Allegheny County Vol. 1
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, P&LE in Allegheny County, Vol.1 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member        Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Sales Tax 
$56.21                $74.95         $12.00*  8% 

*Must be added to your price for all books member or non-member.

Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 
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 A Very Interesting Book 
Lima Locomotive Works Vol. 1 Super-Power Steam 

Locomotives (Re-release) 

Soft Cover 

Lima Loco Works 
72 pages softcover 

This reproduces four Lima 
Locomotive Works catalogs: 
Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 
1926 - This catalog details the benefits of 
the Super-Power Steam Locomotive, a 
look at the tests performed on the 
engines, the operating results of the 
Boston & Albany 2-8-4 Berkshires, the 
Texas & Pacific 2-10-4 Texas Types and 
the new Illinois Central 2-8-4 then under 
construction.  

Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 
1930- This catalog looks at the use and 
performance of the Super-Power 
engines built for the Boston & 
Albany (2-8-4 Berkshires), Texas & 
Pacific (2-10-4 Texas Types), Illinois 
Central (2-8-4 Berkshires), Erie 
(2-8-4 Berkshires), Boston & Maine 
(2-8-4 Berkshires) and the components 
used in Super-Power Steam 
Locomotives.  

Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. 
102. This is a brief look at some of the
Super-Power Steam Locomotives built
by Lima.  Includes photos and
specifications of the locomotives.

Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. R-
2. This bulletin shows a variety of Lima
Locomotives from small switchers to
larger 4-8-2s, 2-8-2 and 2-10-2s.

• MSRP $35.00 NYCSHS Members $28.00
and that is a 20% discount

• Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers and
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales
Tax

• If purchased in the Collinwood
Shop the shipping charge will be
added to the price for US buyers

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 



ORDER FORM     Lima Locomotive Works Vol. 1
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
Lima Locomotive Works, Vol.1 
P.O. Box 1597 
Leesburg, VA 20177-1597 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member  Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Sales Tax 
$28.00                $35.00        $10.00*  8% 

*Must be added to your price for all books member or non-member.

Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 
35
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Noel, 

This is a project that I did over the winter. 
Last year Dick Wagner wanted me to order 
the PE (Painesville) Tower kit in O-scale 
brought out by the NKPHTS. I wasn't going 
to order the kit myself, but he wanted one, 
so I ordered two (Dick was paying for 
them). The O scale kits sold out quickly and 
I had to wait for a second run. I modified 
the kit to have a removeable roof and I also 
added the base. Not following the 
directions caused some headaches. 

I needed a nameplate. This tower was 
dedicated and named after a good friend of 
ours the late Bert Kram. Bert was a lawyer 
and did much legal work for the 
PRR/PC/CR around Ohio. He really had 
some great stories to tell. If you ever needed 
a definition of gentleman, Bert was a prime 
example. We all miss him around the 
Columbus area. 

Anyway, I tried to contact Scale City 
Designs, who had done my nameplate for 
my stilt tower several years ago. No luck. 
Then I tried to make my own with 
cardstock and blown-up graphics from an 
HO scale Alexander station kit. Well, it 
sorta/kinda turned out. I then turned to my 
friend Mike Wolf who has acquired a 3D 
printer. Mike, who is a MMR and PRR 
modeler and also a former USAF pilot, 
produced a nice nameplate for me based on 
my guestimate of dimensions. He gave it to 
me last week at an NMRA meeting in 
Marion, Ohio, where there were two NYC 
nameplates on display that I could measure. 

Oh well, next time I will have better figures 
to deal with. For a first try at doing this, 
Mike did a terrific job, and I am pleased 

with them. They were painted up and 
glossed over. I used canopy glue to attach 
them to the tower in case they would ever 
need removing. 

Jim Kehn, Pickerington, Ohio 

Good	evening,	Noel, 

I	am	not	sure	 if	you	are	 the	right	person	to	
contact,	 if	 not	 please	 forward	 to	 the	
appropriate	person.	

I	am	having	a	tough	time	finding	information	
on	 which	 2-tone	 Gray	 and	 solid	 gray	
passenger	car	paint	schemes	went	into	Penn	
Central	and	if	any	of	those	gray	cars	made	it	
to	 early	 Amtrak.	 I	 model	 NE	 Pennsylvania	
and	 New	 Jersey	 from	 1968-1976	 (pre-
Conrail)	in	N-Scale	and	am	looking	to	expand	
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my	NYC,	PRR,	PC	and	early	Amtrak	passenger	
car	fleet.		

The	 photos	 are	 of	 Kato	 and	 Intermountain	
cars.	 This	 is	 the	 2-tone	 gray	 scheme	 in	
question.	

Thanks,	Thomas	Fredenberg	

Tom, 

Very few of New York Central's two-toned 
gray sleeping cars made it past merger, let 
alone to Amtrak.  Some were sold to 
Mexico in lieu of being scrapped.  The Penn 
Central passenger car directory dated 
5/1/68 shows three "River" 10-6 cars 
getting PC numbers.  I doubt they ever saw 
service.  Two of the 6-bedroom lounges 
converted to bar-counter cars for Metro 
North commuter service probably hung 
around for a few years, but I don't think it 
was in the TTG.  One baggage dormitory 
car received a PC number.  Again, I don't 
think it ever saw regular service.  6 of the 12 
double bedroom "Port" cars got PC 
numbers, but I don't believe they 
operated.   

The 2600 series coaches that were left at the 
time of the PC merger (44 of them) stayed 
around until Amtrak.  I don't remember 
any being painted Penn Central Green, but 
that doesn't mean it didn't happen. 

There were certainly some NYC head end 
cars surviving into the merger.  Many were 
still painted Pullman Green, but a few were 
TTG or solid gray.  The only cars to make it 
to Amtrak were some of the 9100 series 
streamlined baggage cars built by ACF in 
1946 and 1947.  92 of the 100 cars got PC 
numbers (same as their NYC 
numbers).  Some of those cars would have 
been TTG, but many would have been solid 
gray.  Not sure about their initial Amtrak 
assignments, but they drifted into work 
equipment status painted the M/W orange 
color.   

The only familiar NYC equipment that did 
get painted into PC Green was the ex-20th 
Century Limited twin-unit diners.  I have 
slides of those cars. and rode in them.  They 
were not taken by Amtrak.   

What did stay around in quantity and on 
into Amtrak was the stainless-steel 
equipment. 

A good source of car dispositions is 
Streamliner Cars, Volume 1 Pullman-Standard 
by W. David Randall.  

Hope this helps, Dave Staplin, NYCSHS 
Member 

Good	morning,	Dave,	

Thank	you	for	the	information	and	the	book	
reference.	I	have	searched	the	internet	for	a	
couple	months,	but	some	passenger	car	paint	
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scheme	timelines	are	hard	to	find,	especially	
NYC	and	PRR.		

I	try	to	find	era-specific	and	dated	photos,	but	
many	times	they	are	black	and	white.	I	have	
a	few	NYC	corrugated	coaches	(ConCor)	and	
an	 Atlas	 Heavyweight	 Baggage	 car	 in	 the	
Pullman	 Green.	 I	 was	 going	 to	 use	 it	 as	
scenery	on	a	little	used	siding.		

I	 will	 do	 some	 more	 research	 using	 your	
information	and	add	the	Pullman	book	to	my	
'to	buy'	list	for	my	library.	The	information	is	
very	useful!!		
Thank	you	again,	Tom	Fredenberg	

Noel,	
The	Union	 Station	 car	 sides	 for	 the	 48-seat	
combine	 arrived	 yesterday.	 As	 typical	 with	
the	 semi-corrugated	 twin	 diner	 I	 built	 15	
years	 ago,	 the	 fluting	 is	 separate	 milled	
styrene	 that	 is	 glued	 to	 a	 flat	 side.		

One	improvement	that	I	see	from	the	earlier	
cars	 that	 I	 built	 is	 that	 the	window	band	 is	
separate	from	the	spacer	backing.	Before	you	
had	 to	 paint	 the	 sides,	 ends,	 and	 roof	
separately.	Because	the	window	piece	is	the	
same	 outline	 as	 the	 car.	 Now	 you	 have	 the	
same	sized	backer	with	the	window	band	cut	
out	 so	 the	 body	 can	 be	 built	 first,	 painted,	
then	the	windows	can	be	added	afterwards.		

Attached	are	a	couple	pictures.	

Seth	Lakin,	NYCSHS	Modelers’	Committee	
Chair	
Seth,	

This	 is	 good	 to	hear.	 	A	 lot	of	 folks	have	an	
interest	 in	 this	 car,	 so	 you	 should	 do	 an	
article	 for	Noel.	 	The	ACF	 fluting	 resembles	
Budd’s	 (expect	 for	 large	 flutes	 above	 the	
window	band)	until	you	get	to	the	skirt	and	
then	 it	 follows	 Pullman’s	 pattern	 like	 the	
3000	series	coach.	It	appears	US	got	it	right.		

Let	 me	 know	 when	 you	 need	 help	 on	 the	
underside.	

When	you	paint	the	car,	remember	that	the	
aluminum	 had	 a	 different	 patina	 than	 the	
Budds	and	Pullman	stainless.		It	was	duller.			

Dave	Staplin 
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Dave,	

The	 sides	 for	 the	 48	 seat	 combine	 arrived	
yesterday.	 As	 typical	 with	 the	 semi-
corrugated	 twin	 diner	 I	 built	 15	 years	 ago,	
the	fluting	is	separate	milled	styrene	that	is	
glued	to	a	flat	side.	 

One	improvement	that	I	see	from	the	earlier	
cars	 that	 I	 built	 is	 that	 the	window	band	 is	
separate	from	the	spacer	backing.	Before	you	
had	to	paint	the	sides,	ends	roof	separately.	
Because	 the	 window	 piece	 is	 the	 same	
outline	as	the	car.	Now	you	have	the	the	same	
sized	backer	with	the	window	band	cut	out	
so	 the	body	can	be	built	 first,	painted	 	then	
the	windows	can	be	added	afterwards.		

Seth	

A wide selection of Union Station passenger car 
components are available in N-, HO-, S-, and 
O-scale in the Collinwood Shop.
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/union-station-
products-ho-scale-passenger-components.html

Hi Noel, 

Thanks for checking into the NYC dwarf 
signals.  Any change the blueprints may be 
in the archives, tucked away in a box or 
such since they are not on the DVD.  I have 
not come up with anything either, as a few 
other historical societies I contacted had 
some documents they thought would 
contain the information I was looking for 
but had nothing.  One society even had the 
400+ page New York Central Standard 
Signal Plan Book from 1960, of which there 
was no coverage on dwarves.  Any further 
guidance would be most appreciated. 

Kevin Walters 

Kevin,	

We	do	not	appear	to	have	any	info	on	these,	
but	I	am	copying	Steve	Lasher	who	has	done	
several	 signals	 in	 HO-scale.	 	Hopefully,	 he	
may	have	some	info	for	you	on	these.	

Thanks,	Noel	

Kevin,  
Regrettably, you've found the Achilles heel 
of the NYC signal world. For the NYC, 
different major passenger terminals 
seemed to use different dwarfs. I know 
Cleveland Union Terminal’s were unique. 
The one constant for NYC was that they 
used General Railway Signal apparatus 
almost exclusively. The other end of the 
problem is that of what's available in the 
model world. Not much, unfortunately. If 
you’re thinking of having them 3D printed, 
then we've come back in a circle to the need 
to find some plans and drawings. Good 
luck on that. (By the way, the 3D printing 
material isn't very opaque and requires a 
few coats of paint to prevent light leaking.) 
With that in mind, I've been experimenting 
to come up with something usable for 
Russ's layout. (I assume you're thinking 
HO scale.) It needed to meet the following 
criteria: it needed to be affordable and 
available since we're going to need a lot of 
them; it needed to be relatively easy to 
build/assemble for the same reason; and, 
lastly, it needed to be easy to mount to the 
layout. 
What we've settled on is the dwarf 
available from Showcase Miniatures. It's an 
accurate model of a Union Switch & Signal 
Searchlight type signal. For all practical 
purposes in HO, you can't tell the 
difference between a US&S searchlight and 
a GRS head except for the different 
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sunshades and Showcase does include both 
the US&S and GRS sunshades. I used a 3-
lead bi-color LED (from Tony's Train 
Exchange) for lighting and I found 
something interesting. The old trick of 
using alternating current in a 2 lead LED is 
even better in the 3 lead LED's. If you light 
both the red and the green LEDs at the 
same time, you get a perfectly acceptable 
yellow, thus making the signal capable of 
all three colors. Arduino's are easily 
managed to drive the signal for the desired 
colors. 

The completed signal looks fantastic and is 
about as inexpensive as you could ask for 
in the current world of HO scale signals. I 
figure the cost at about $20 per signal for 
the signal and LED, plus about an hour to 
completely build/paint it. 

Russ is currently anxious and busy trying 
to get ready for an operating session next 
Tuesday, but he might be persuaded to take 
a photo of one. The completed dwarfs are 
really nice. And, Noel, I'm beginning to 
smell an article here. We'll see. 

Steve Lasher, NYCSHS member 

Hello,	

I	 have	 been	 searching	 for	 diagrams	 of	 the	
NYC’s	K-5b	class	Pacifics	to	help	me	create	a	
scratch	 built	 1:48th	scale	 model	 of	 one.	 Do	
you	 happen	 to	 have	 any	 on	 file	 that	 you	
would	be	willing	to	share?	I	am	also	curious	
as	to	whether	you	have	any	colorized	images	
of	 the	 Lake	 Shore	 Limited	 passenger	 train,	
since	 I	 have	 been	 trying	 to	 research	 it	 and	
cannot	find	many	good	images	to	help	me.	Do	
you	have	any	of	these	as	well	that	you	would	
be	willing	to	share?	Thank	you.	
Joseph	Meador	

Hi	Joseph,	

The	 NYCSHS	 scanned	 files	 that	 I	 offer	 on	
behalf	 of	 NYCSHS	 do	 not	 contain	 the	
elevation	 or	 sections	 drawing	 for	 the	 K-5	
Pacific.		 I	 do	 know	 that	 both	 drawings	
(420S22740	and	420S2870)	were	offered	by	
NYCSHS	as	evidenced	by	the	list	of	drawings	
available	from	the	original	linens	per	the	C.	M.	
Smith	Drawing	List	dated	7/1/1980.		When	
we	began	to	scan	drawings,	I	derived	a	list	of	
the	 drawings	 that	 compared	 the	 1980	 list	
with	what	we	scanned	and	was	informed	by	
Smith	 that	 the	 K-5	 Pacific	 Elevations	 and	
sections	drawings	were	 in	 very	poor	 shape	
and	not	suitable	for	scanning.	

There	is	a	possibility	that	these	two	drawings	
were	obtained	from	another	source	and	were	
scanned	in	recent	times	by	our	HQ	staff,	so	I	
am	 marking	 Noel	 Widdifield	 and	 Joe	
Epperson	for	copies	of	this	email	and	request	
that	they	advise	accordingly.	

Reference	a	1/48	scale	model...I	assume	you	
know	that	Sunset	Models	released	a	NYC	K-5	
in	O	Scale	many	years	ago,	and	at	times	these	
appear	at	train	meets	or	on	eBay.		They	are	
evidently	very	poor	runners,	with	a	resultant	
low	price.		(The	source	of	the	drawings	used	
for	this	model	is	unknown.)	

Reference	the	Lake	Shore	passenger	train,	 I	
am	not	aware	that	we	have	any	of	the	files	or	
information	that	may	help	you.	

Tom	Gerbracht,	Director-NYCSHS	

Hello	Noel,	

It	 has	 been	 a	 while	 since	 we	 have	 been	 in	
touch.	I	still	wear	the	tee	shirt	you	gave	me	in	
return	for	having	sent	in	a	couple	of	articles	
for	your	model	magazine.	
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The	reason	that	I	am	writing	is	that	over	this	
last	weekend	I	was	able	to	acquire	a	partially	
built	 model	 of	 Buchanan	 4-4-0	 906.	 It	 was	
started	by	the	late	Adrian	“Doc”	Buyse	and	it	
is	a	beautiful	job.	However,	while	I	have	some	
sketches	 that	he	made	of	 individual	parts,	 I	
do	 not	 have	 an	 elevation	 drawing	 or	 any	
original	drawings.	I	wonder	if	you	could	steer	
me	to	a	potential	source	of	any	drawings	for	
this	locomotive.	

I	am	attaching	a	few	pictures	of	what	I	have	
purchased.	 There	 are	 boxes	 and	 boxes	 of	
parts	 that	 are	 already	 finished,	 and	 the	
tender	is	complete	down	to	the	water	scoop!	
Thanks	in	advance!	

Sincerely,	
Keith	Taylor,	Jefferson,	Maine	

Keith,	

We	looked	in	Vol.	1	of	the	Steam	Locomotives	
of	 the	 NYC	 Lines	book,	 and	 on	 p.	 108	 it	
identifies	this	as	NYC&HR	Class	Ca,	formerly	
old	class	"I".		This	particular	engine	was	a	4-
4-0	 renumbered	 in	 1913	 to	 1050.		 It	 had
Schenectady	construction	number	3644	and
was	built	2/1892,	rebuilt	in	1904	and	1917,
and	retired	12/1925.		There	are	no	digitized
drawings	 in	 the	 file	 specific	 to	 the	 Ca
class.		 Simply	 too	 old.	 	We	 have	 no	 other
sources	to	help	you	with	your	project.

Sorry	we	couldn’t	help	with	drawings,	
Noel	

Hello, 
I am looking for some drawings or plans for 
both structures along the Boston and 
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Albany line. East Brookfield was unique 
cause of its round roof. I have plans to build 
in HO scale. I do remember that someone 
used to made one but none to be found.  
Also, I would like to have plans for the 
Springfield station but mostly on the track 
side because of where the dispatcher was 
located. I cannot find anything on that 
building. If you do have any info about 
either of the buildings they would be much 
appreciated. The main things I would need 
is the length, height and width.  Thank you 
for your time.   
Thanks, Ken Kieley Jr 
Ken, 

I took measurements of East Brookfield 
before it burned and will be glad to share 
my pencil drawings.  
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Tom Long, NYCSHS Member 

We greatly appreciate receiving emails 
with compliments, complaints, and 
questions. Contact us at: 
 nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 

33rrdd  QQttrr..  22002211  NNYYCCeennttrraall  MMooddeelleerr  MMyysstteerryy  PPhhoottoo

This is a photo from the New York Central Lines magazine showing the powerhouse and 
roundhouse at Gardenville, NY.   We only had one guess and that was from member and past 
archive volunteer, Jeffrey Koncal.  His guess was that it was the “Fleischman's Yeast factory 
complex in Peekskill NY. If so, I don’t have a clue from when, other than early on in its 
existence.” 

Sorry Jeff, but thanks for trying. 
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LLooookk  HHooww  FFaarr  WWee  HHaavvee  CCoommee

This is a photo of my roundhouse, turntable, and powerhouse that I built from scratch back in the 
2003 time period.

My roundhouse, powerhouse and 
turntable were built without access to the 
photos and plans now available from the 
NYCSHS. In those days it was not possible 
to acquire accurate information for 
modeling as the Society was in the very 
early stages of organizing and digitizing 
our collection.  

Today, much of what you need to build 
accurate models is available at the click or 
two of a mouse.  
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Look what you can find today online in the 
Collinwood Shop or the Digital Shop. The 
following photos were obtained by simply 
clicking on the link to the Digital Shop and 
using the search feature for “roundhouse”.  

These photos and some of the drawings 
now available to us would have made my 
roundhouse, turntable and powerhouse 
much more prototypical.	 The	new	Archive	
and	 Shop	 are	 available	 at	
https://nycshs.omeka.net 
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 

Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page, which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 

This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 

Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 

It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

Download the Instagram app to your
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 
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If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS 
with every purchase you make!! 

How to sign up for AmazonSmile to Contribute to the NYCSHS 

AmazonSmile is a way for members to support the NYCSHS every time they 
shop with Amazon. 

Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know 
and love, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the price of 

eligible purchases to the NYCSHS. 

Signing Up is Easy!! 

Here is how to shop AmazonSmile and donate to NYCSHS with each purchase: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Chose the NYCSHS to received donations
4. Select NYCSHS
5. Start shopping
6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and

start shopping at AmazonSmile

We are not promoting Amazon, but if you use if for shopping, why not donate to 
the NYCSHS as it costs you nothing and helps us a lot!! 



Modeling A NYC Derrick & Wreck Train In HO-Scale	

NYCentral Modeler 4th Quarter 2021 47	

    Article by Steve Lasher Photos by Russ Weis except as noted 

Steve and Russ created this NYCS wreck train for Russ’s layout although they had no prototype to 
follow for its development.   You must admit that it certainly looks realistic and is yet another 
example of their modeling and photographic skills.  It is shown here on Russ’s NYCS layout.

Well, this is embarrassing. Here I am again, 
per Noel’s invite, telling you about 
modeling a New York Central derrick and 
wreck train that has no specific NYC 
prototype. Like a major league double play, 
this is just “vicinity” modeling. 

It all started one day when I was looking at 
an old (and ugly) Athearn 250-ton derrick 
on a back track on Russ’s layout. It had an 
old, equally ugly, Athearn baggage car and 
a nicely done Central Hobbies resin boom 
tender (built by his friend Bruce McKeown) 
with it in a sort of ersatz work train. I told 
Russ that I knew I had a Tichy 150-ton crane 
kit somewhere that would look much better, 
if I could find it - and build it. That started 
the ball rolling. We decided to see what 
could be done to make the old Athearn 
crane presentable and so, like a lot of our 
projects, thus began the snowballing of this 
into something much bigger. 

A Word About Derricks 

The first thing that happens when I start 
something like this is research. In this case, 
what I found was that apparently NYC 

didn’t own any 250-ton Bucyrus steam 
derricks. At least, I couldn’t find any 
pictures of one. They did have several in 
the 150-ton capacity range that the Tichy 
derrick would have been perfect for - if I 
could have found it. Oh well. 

Russ likes to keep things around that he 
already owns. Hence, the decision to work 
with the old Athearn model. It isn’t a bad 
model. I’m not sure how precisely to scale 
it is because when setting it next to a scale 
rule it measured 18 ft to the top of its 
smokestack. I told Russell “You realize this 
couldn’t go anywhere east of Buffalo in real 
life, don’t you?”. Our conclusion was, we’re 
not dealing with real life, so - it will work.  

What I did try to do was “Centralize” it. 
Meaning, what could I do to it, by looking 
at photos of actual NYC derricks, that 
would give it authentic NYC flavor? One 
thing in our favor was, that like a lot of 
railroads, New York Central had no two 
derricks exactly alike. Apparently, the local 
car departments were allowed to indulge 
their ideas of what they wanted in a crane. 
So, the model incorporates several NYC 
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characteristics. For instance, the end of the 
boom and lifting hooks were painted a 
safety yellow along with the steps, ladders, 
and handholds. All the Central’s wreckers 
had what I determined was a long grab iron 
off the side of the boom that facilitated 
crossing between the crane and its boom 
car. I would have loved to have had some 
custom decals made for the lettering but 
that didn’t happen, so I made do with the 
Tichy decals I had on hand. 

I did cut off approximately a scale foot of 
the stack to lower its profile somewhat. I 
also added small Pyle-National 
turbogenerator to the back of the roof along 
with a small whistle and some 1/16th inch 
tubing to represent a vent for the boiler’s 
safety valve. On the boom I placed a 
lampshade on the bottom of the boom. If 
you look closely at some of the photos you 
can see the lampshade. I know a lot of 
railroads added a light or lights out on the 
boom to make night work easier.  

Other than these items and the long grab 
iron on the boom the only other major 
addition was the boom tie-downs. These 
secured the boom when traveling to 
prevent accidental swiveling of the boom 
and the subsequent chaos that could ensue. 
Except when moving up to work a 
derailment, the boom always trailed. I 
fabricated these from some 0.015” wire 
along with some heat shrink tubing and 
driver springs from old brass models I had 
on hand. 

The derrick was repainted with Scalecoat 
Matte Black and lettered with a 
combination of Tichy decals for derricks, 
NYC Steam locomotive lettering sets, and 
Microscope alphabets. The yellow safety 

painting was done with some old Floquil 
(God rest their souls) UP Armour Yellow.  

Since the individual terminal’s car 
departments looked on the wreckers as 
their personal pets, they tended to be well 
cared for. With that in mind, weathering 
was kept low-key and done exclusively 
with chalks. 

As it turned out, it looked pretty good. I 
could have done more - if I lived long 
enough. Knowing when to quit is an art. I 
did find one article by a guy who made an 
Athearn crane fully functioning using 
miniature electronics and motors - Sorry, 
I’m not that insane! 

Athearn	 250-Ton	 derrick,	 modified	 for	 NYC	
with	 Central	 Hobbies	 boom	 car	 with	 added	
detail	parts. 

The Rest of the Story 

Derricks seldom traveled solo. The car 
department crews needed too many 
additional items to successfully work a 
derailment. The list is long and included 
such items as oak wedges and blocking - a 
derrick couldn’t lift much of anything 
without the outriggers extended and it took 
blocking underneath the outriggers to 
provide a stable and safe platform for a lift. 
The derrick rested primarily on its 
outriggers when it was doing any heavy 
lifting that wasn’t on the centerline of the 
derrick. Shovels, picks, and sledge-
hammers were essential to clear the ground 
for the blocking. Cable slings to attach to 
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the wrecked item along with a big selection 
of shackles (anywhere from big to huge) in 
various sizes were needed. Frequently, the 
slings would be carried on the side of the 
boom car along with various needed tools. 
Car jacks were essential along with cutting 
torches and welding outfits. Carrying all 
this stuff and more is where the “boom” 
cars came into their own. If more room was 
needed a tool car could also be added. 

Because this crew could be working far 
from civilization, they tended to carry 
everything they might need with them. It 
was expected that they could and would be 
self-sufficient for several days. That being 
the case, they usually carried a diner of 
some sort along with a bunk car.  

All the sources I’ve spoken to personally or 
run across say that one of the car 
department men, known to be a good cook, 
was assigned the job of cook - usually with 
an assistant who also helped man the bunk 
car. When they were called out, the cook 
was called first. Usually, the railroad had 
arrangements with a local grocer to open 
whenever the railroad needed to call out 
the wrecker. The cook would stop by the 
grocer’s and load up on foodstuffs - enough 
to go two or three days at least. If needed at 
the site, they could always borrow an 
official’s automobile or make other 
arrangements for re-supply. 

The assistant’s job was, along with the rest 
of the wrecker crew as they showed up, to 
make sure all the water tanks, both potable 
and treated boiler water, were filled. They 
laid in all needed supplies like coal (some 
things remained coal fired) for the stoves 
(sometimes the cook stoves and ovens used 
“Presto logs” instead of coal - the Rock 
Island dining cars did, and I had many a 

delicious steak and baked potato from 
them) and Baker heaters. They topped off 
fuel for the generator and loaded ice to 
keep the perishable’s cold as well. They 
also took the derrick off house steam, kept 
connected to keep the boiler warm and 
ready to go, and lit off the boiler(s) to have 
steam ready. In all, it was a well-organized 
ballet to make the wreck train road ready. 
In the meantime, a train and engine crew 
would be called for “work train” duty and 
given a time to report.  

With their ready source of coal gone many 
steam derricks had been converted to oil 
(diesel fuel) with the demise of steam 
locomotives. In many ways oil made it 
easier and cleaner to fire a derrick’s boiler.  
Of course, many a steam derrick was 
ultimately converted to diesel power at 
about the same time. I’ve never seen 
anything written about what governed the 
reasoning as to why a given derrick was 
converted to diesel power and others 
weren’t or, for that matter, converted to 
burn oil. The Athearn model is obviously 
an oil burning steam derrick and is going to 
stay that way. 

With the above reasoning for guidance plus 
the fact that the track space Russell has 
available will accommodate it, the 
following is my roster for the “East Buffalo” 
wreck train. 

The Roster 

The following is our wreck train roster:  

1. X 65 - Athearn 250-ton Bucyrus-Erie
steam derrick.
2. X 1239 - Central Hobby Supply NYC
boom car.
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3. X 223 - USRA tender from a DJH Models
USRA light 2-8-2 for fuel oil and boiler
water.
4. X 2068 - Tichy 40ft flat as “wheel car”
with spare trucks and extra blocking. 
5. X 305 - A 36 ft wood sheathed boxcar of
unknown parentage as tool car and hotel
air, & electric supply for the diner and bunk
car.
6. X 152 - MDC “Palace” 80ft, old time
wood sheathed passenger car as the diner.
7. X 205 - MDC “Palace” 80ft, old time
wood sheathed Pullman car converted to a
bunk car.

The Players and Play-by-Play 

X 1239. The model was offered long ago as 
a Central Hobby Supply resin kit. Of all the 
cars in the train, this is the only one that is 
truly a NYC prototype. Russ’s friend, Bruce 
McKeown, had built it for him.  

This is a closeup look at the Central Hobby 
Supply NYC boom car built by Bruce McKeown 
for Russ’s layout. 

I just went over the grabs and safety 
appliances with UP yellow and added 
some detail parts. Car jacks, a spare set of 
trucks, an air compressor, retail frogs and 
various tools were added. It normally 
traveled with the derrick boom over it so 
that there was no problem with overhead 
clearances for the boom and it usually 
traveled lowered to its traveling position. It 
also had connections to pipe through the 

fuel oil and water from the tender to re-
supply the derrick as needed. 

X 223. This was the tender that came with a 
DJH Models USRA 2-8-2 that I had 
previously converted to a NYC H-6 and 
had left over.  

DJH	Models	USRA	tender	modified	to	be	a	
tender	for	derrick/wreck	train. 

I didn’t like it with the 2-8-2 but it was 
perfect for this job. With some work it 
became a worthy item for wreck train 
service. I removed the coal pusher and 
slope sheet and fabricated a styrene oil tank 
in the place of the coal bunker. I kept its 
Andrew’s leaf spring trucks but added a 
Kadee coupler to the front after removing 
the apron and coal doors. It was repainted 
with Scalecoat “Matte Black” and lettered 
with Microscale and Tichy decals. 

X 2068. Tichy provided the basic 40ft flat car 
and its stock. All that was added were two 
rails to support the spare trucks.  

Tichy	flat	car,	modified	to	be	wheel	car. 
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Some additional blocking (can never have 
enough of that stuff) is carried under the 
trucks. It also has pass through piping to 
supply the “hotel” boxcar with additional 
fuel oil for the generators from the tender. 

X 305. This is a 36ft Accurail wood-
sheathed boxcar converted to provide hotel 
utilities for the diner and bunk cars as well 
as some covered storage for needed tools 
and supplies.  

Accurail	 36	 foot	 outside	 braced	 boxcar	
modified	to	be	tool/hotel	utility	car. 

I added a steel sheet on the roof modeled 
with styrene plus the exhausts for the 
diesel-powered electric alternator, 
generator and air compressor. I theorized 
that they would have had a fairly large 
220/110-volt alternator to supply juice for 
hot water heaters in the kitchen and bunk 
car. Since the cars retain their 32-volt 
generators and batteries for car lighting, 
there is a small 32-volt generator to keep 
the car batteries charged. Originally, I was 
going to add a steam heat boiler but 
thought that it would add a level of 
complication that they might have tried to 
avoid. Thank goodness, this is all made up 
in my mind. I do enjoy theorizing how 
these things would have worked and let 
that guide my detailing. Regarding the air 
compressor, the air was piped to the diner 
and bunk cars to provide air pressure to 
make their water supplies work in addition 
to powering some air tools. I used styrene 

to model water and fuel tanks hanging 
under the car. 

X 152. A very old MDC “Palace Car” diner 
was found on eBay and became the “diner”. 

MDC	Pullman	Palace	diner	modified	for	wreck	
train	service. 

The few available photos suggest that this 
could be close to an actual NYC prototype, 
but the photos don’t provide enough detail 
to model a car so I just reverse engineered 
it and added detailing that I thought it 
should have in its role as a wrecker diner. 
These included various vents and stacks for 
the range/oven and grill in the kitchen - 
OK, I admit I like a lot of junk on car roofs. 
A “Baker” heater was added on the 
opposite end to provide car heat. I thought 
that surely the castings for modeling a 
Baker heater would be available since the 
Rio Grande narrow gauge business cars 
were equipped with them. But, no, they 
weren’t. I consulted with my good friend, 
Paul Buhrke, a retired Amtrak conductor 
and D&RGW modeler and he stated that he 
fabricated his from some old sprue stock 
and various pieces of detailing material he 
had on hand. I did likewise and I think they 
look pretty good. 

Various windows were blanked with 
styrene sheet cut as needed. The rule of 
thumb on work equipment seemed to be - 
“if it ain’t absolutely necessary and it’s 
breakable - get rid of it”. There was a reason 
it was referred to as “non-revenue” 
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equipment and the companies were 
generally loath to spend any more than 
absolutely necessary on it. The local car 
departments, however, having a free hand 
and being good scroungers, added 
whatever they thought necessary in the 
way of creature comforts. 

The underbody details were strictly 
improvised with their intended uses as 
guidance. I used Cal-Scale’s UC brake sets 
on both cars to model their air brakes. The 
other major improvement was the 
substitution of old, spare, Rivarrossi 
heavyweight trucks for the MDC originals. 
The Rivarossi trucks included brake 
hangers on their transoms that the MDC 
trucks lacked, and their overall length was 
better. The Rivarossi trucks were nice 
models and hold their own even today. 
With the substitution of left-over Proto 2000 
ribbed back wheels they’re just fine in all 
respects. 

The diner was finished with Scalecoat 
“Tuscan Red”. I wanted to give it a slightly 
different look from the bunk car with the 
thought that it represented a more recently 
repainted car. It was decaled with 
Microscale decals and weathered with 
chalks. It was finished by adding the 
window glazing and shades. The shades 
were modeled pretty much down to help 
disguise the fact that the interiors were not 
modeled. I didn’t concern myself too much 
with interiors since the “wrecker track” that 
it will sit on Russ’s layout is far enough 
back that the interiors wouldn’t be too 
visible anyway. They do have some 
construction paper dividers but nothing 
more inside besides a long strip of stick-on 
wheel weights to provide weight for better 
tracking. 

X 205. Another eBay find of an MDC 
“Palace” Pullman.  

MDC	 Pullman	 Palace	 sleeper	 modified	 to	 be	
bunk/shower	car. 

It underwent all the above thought 
processes to arrive at its detailing. It has a 
Baker heater at each end along with a 
regular stove smoke jack in the middle. I 
didn’t think you could have too much heat 
available in the upstate New York 
countryside in the winter. Also, given the 
dirt and mud encountered in crawling 
around derailed equipment, a large 
lavatory with a couple of shower stalls 
wouldn’t be unreasonable so that end of the 
car is modeled with those windows 
blanked off. On the other end of the car, I 
surmised that a small room with a desk 
would have been made available to the 
wreckmaster and the various members of 
officialdom likely to show up at a wreck. In 
theory, using two-high bunks, it should 
sleep 20. 

It was finished in Scalecoat “Boxcar Red”. If 
I had it to do over again, I’d paint the diner 
in Boxcar Red as well as the slightly lighter 
shade shows off the detail better. Like the 
roof on the diner the bunk car’s roof is 
finished with Scalecoat “Graphite and Oil” 
to give a weathered aluminum look. 
Microscale decals and chalk weathering 
finished it before the glazing and shades 
were added. 
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This photo shows the two finished cars after 
being modified for the wreck train. 

The Hospital Cars 
Russ’s friend, Bruce McKeown, is an 
excellent Santa Fe modeler with spare time 
on his hands and just begs for things to do. 
To help ease his addiction we like to take 
advantage of his skills from time to time. 
That being the case, building the hospital 
cars was right up his alley. 

The result of derailment clean-up is 
damaged equipment being returned to its 
owner. A sort of freight car triage is 
performed in the field to determine the 
disposition of the damaged equipment. If 
it’s beyond repair, it will be scrapped “in 
situ” and the green eyeshade boys will 
settle accounts accordingly. 

Cars that are less seriously damaged and 
are thought repairable are sent to a 
destination of the owner’s choice for 
eventual repair. If a suitable flat car of the 
owning road is available, the remains will 
be loaded on it and sent back. If no car of 
the owning road is available or if the 
damaged car is a private car - i.e., a tank car 
- the road that the derailment occurred on
will come up with a suitable car to load the
damaged car on.

These cars carrying damaged cars are 
known as hospital cars. Just to add interest, 
we’re going to add a few hospital cars to 
our wreck train. This would represent the 
wreck train returning to East Buffalo after 

working a derailment. It will add a change 
of pace to Russ’s operating sessions. When 
the wreck train returns to East Buffalo the 
wrecker will have to be returned to its 
storage track and the hospital cars will have 
car cards cut for them to go to their 
eventual destinations. They won’t go on 
any of the hotshots, and they may include 
special instructions to be moved head-end 
or rear-end only. 

The neat part of this is that we give Bruce a 
flat car and a car to go on it and back comes 
a completed hospital car.  

One	of	Bruce	McKeown’s	hospital	cars. 

So far, a NYC flat has come back with a 
NYC boxcar on it along with a C&O flat 
with a hopper car.  

Another	one	of	Bruce	McKeown’s	hospital	cars. 

Along the way Bruce improves the flat car 
decks and fashions the mountings for the 
damaged cars and their trucks. A 
beautifully done car is the result. 
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A trivia tidbit: You know, you’re never too 
old to learn and during this modeling I 
learned from reliable sources that freight 
car trucks involved in a derailment can 
never go back into revenue service. 
Hmmm. . . I never knew that. 

Conclusion 

It was a lot of fun reverse engineering the 
derrick with its wreck train. I always think 
plausibility is an excellent guide for 
providing authentic detailing along with 
carefully study of available photos. A little 
knowledge of the real railroading doesn’t 
hurt, either. While I can’t say that 
everything you see is 100% NYC prototype, 
I think it captures an NYC and a railroad 
feel well. P.S. - I might find that Tichy 
derrick someday. I might even feel like 
putting it together. I might not be able to 
sell Russ on the idea of replacing his old 
Athearn one, however. 
It is not often that we read much about the 
workers in the Car Department on the 
NYCS.  So, we are including below a short 
article from Steve, a retired locomotive 
engineer paying tribute to those unsung 
men whose job it was to clear the results of 
train accidents. 

An Engineman’s Tribute to the Car 
Department (Article appears courtesy of 
Robert Dawson, editor, Pie Card, NMRA 
MCR Division,). 

Occasionally, one’s idea of what looks like 
a neat job change. When I was a kid, back 
in the Fifties (Oh, Ouch!), the standard 
question from newly met adults was “what 
do you want to be when you grow up, kid”. 
The standard, approved answer was “I 
wanna be a policeman!” or, “I wanna be a 
Fireman!”  

Of course, this was a child’s view. After you 
got older and you realized what they did 
was go into burning buildings when they 
had no idea what flammable items that 
could go “BOOM” might be in there, your 
enthusiasm could melt away. 

In a similar manner, after I got to see 
carmen up close re-railing cars, my respect 
jumped a thousand-fold. Re-railing a car 
with only one wheel on the ground close to 
the rail wasn’t all that hard - assuming you 
had the right equipment. That might not be 
what you might think, either. Try lugging 
around some cast steel re-railing frogs 
sometime and you’ll begin to appreciate the 
virtues of white-oak wedges.  

Mike Berry, (ex-carman) and I had a 
lengthy conversation about wreck trains 
and re-railing cars, and he said that 
frequently, they’d forgo the re-railing frogs 
if they could do the job with wedges for just 
that reason. 

Of course, I would say, from an engineer’s 
standpoint, re-railing cars was a pain-in-the 
a__. The problem was trying to control the 
movement. It might take quite a bit of 
tractive effort to even move a car with a 
wheel in the dirt and make it climb up high 
enough to go over the rail and drop back 
where it belonged. When it finally did drop 
back on the rail you had to be able to stop it 
quickly unless it wasn’t a problem if you 
shot off down the track at 20mph or so.  

The easiest way to do this was to use the 
engine brake, keeping it applied some, so 
that when it did take off you could slam the 
throttle closed, and the engine brake on 
full, and it would stop dead in its tracks. By 
the way, this is roughly the same way you 
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spotted cars when they needed to be at 
exactly the right places like loading doors. 

Where the carmen really earned their 
money, though, was in cleaning up a bigger 
derailment. The higher the speed prior to 
the derailment the more cars would be in 
the ditch and farther away from the track 
they could go. The physical violence 
involved in a major derailment could be 
astonishing. You could look out over 
several acres of damaged freight cars, 
freight car parts and lading spilled from the 
cars. And, unfortunately, back in the days 
when both animals and people in 
passenger trains were not uncommon, 
encountering bodies and body parts was 
part of the job, too.  

Back in the days before Hulcher and R. J. 
Corman, the job fell to the men in the car 
department. Using a variety of tools and 
equipment, up to and including the large 
derrick cranes, it took a lot of skill and 
experience, not to mention courage, to get 
the job done. It was not a job for the faint of 
heart. Somebody had to go crawling 
around under these derailed cars to put the 
cable slings in place so that the errant cars 
could be dragged closer to the track or 
picked up. Death could come quickly to the 
careless or unaware. It was a job that, while 
needing to be done quickly, was intolerant 
of haste. It was not a job that gave you 
many second chances.  

As long as I didn’t fall heir to the ticklish job 
of running the engine, it was invariably a 
fascinating scene to watch. It was always a 
succession of small victories that led to the 
ultimate victory and a beehive of heavy-
duty activity. But that was the back in the 
days when the job and men were men. 

Some NYCS Wreck Trains 
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As you can see, the NYCS needed these 
wreck trains that Steve and Russ have 
created in miniature.  Even the “hospital” 
cars shown in the last photo above really 
exist. 

All of these photos were found on the 
NYCSHS Digital Shop and were discovered 
using the search feature of that online shop. 
The photos are all from the NYCSHS 
archive collection and are available because 
of the hard work of our Archive volunteers. 
For them to be available so easily now, 
these volunteers received, stored, scanned 
and loaded into the archive IT system.   

Then NYCSHS Director, Bob McQueen 
researched and implemented the online 
NYCSHS Digital Shop making all our 
collection easily searched and downloaded 
for all of us to use and purchase. 

To view and use the Digital Shop click on 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-digital-
archive/ 
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    Article by Thomas Lange Photos by Thomas 
In 1946, the New York Central introduced 
the Pacemaker Freight Service, which 
served cities between New York City, 
Buffalo and routes. A characteristic red-
gray color underlined the specialty of this 
express service. The Pacemaker fleet 
consisted of approximately 1000 boxcars 
and five cabooses refurbished and painted 
in matching colors. 

The third edition of NYCentral Modeler 2018 
featured an in-depth article about the NYC 
Long Caboose and the Pacemaker version. 
Its unusual length of 40-feet and crouched 
design with a low cupola make it a 
standout amongst the family of cabooses. 
Although the NYCSHS exclusively offers a 
great HO-scale laser cut kit for both the 
Long Caboose and the Pacemaker version, 
I decided to go for scratch building. In 
addition to the article mentioned, a web-
search provided a few more pictures and a 
basic drawing. 

A ribbed-side bay caboose from Walthers 
served as the basis for this project. 
Although there are differences in the 
details, the prefabricated platforms, steps, 
roof walks and handrails made the 
conversion easier. The frame of the bay 
caboose has been cut in two places to 
symmetrically extend the length.  

Symmetrically extended frame with the 
extensions in white. 

The original material thickness was 
observed in order to place the weight plate 
in its original position. While the threads of 
the other screws were moving, the ends of 
the weight plate were glued to the frame 
with a two-part epoxy adhesive. In this 
way, the weight plate gives the extended 
frame good stability. 

Stability of the extended frame is provided by 
a single screw in the middle of the weight and 
glue to hold it in place. 

Since I had no information about the fish 
belly frame of the original Long Caboose 
and couldn't see enough in the pictures, I 
did not model it. 

The sides were cut from 1-mm plastic sheet. 
The usage of the original the car ends 
provided the height and fit of the new shell 
on the given frame. A marker line in the 
middle of the window height helped to 
determine the height of the shell as the 
separation betweeen gray and red is on this 
line. When the five cabooses for the 
Pacemaker service were refurbished the 
original tongue and groove siding was 
replaced with plywood to give them a more 
sleek and modern look. In pictures the 
seams between the plywood sheets are 
clearly visible. I simulated these joints by 
marking them onto the plain sides and then 
gently scribing the material. The window 
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openings will be fitted with Grandtline's 
work car windows. 

The new shell ready for painting. 

The distinctive longitudinal beams (10-inch 
steel channels in original) were not only 
glued inside the new side walls but also 
extended upwards to match with the snap 
tabs of the frame.  

The snap tabs (red arrows) will fasten the new 
shell in place and the dotted line is where the 
lower end of the side wall will come.  

This made intermediate and final assembly 
as easy as having a ready-to-roll model.

The caboose shell is slid in place as a snap-on 
assembly over the tabs in the frame. 
The relatively thin side walls had to be 
reinforced for reasons of stability. One 

measure was using 6-mm plastic strips 
glued onto the side walls at right angles. A 
slight overhang on the outside of the side 
wall formed part of the roof corniche. In the 
area of the platforms the width of these 
strips was reduced to 2-mm. These strips 
also provide the seat for the cupola. The 
second measure are 2-mm cross braces. As 
I did not intend to model the interior the 
cross braces were placed more or less 
evenly between the windows. 

6-mm plastic strips glued onto the side walls
at right angles provide needed reinforcement to
prevent warping.

The roof is 0.75-mm plastic sheet. In order 
to obtain the curvature, it was cut to size 
and then fixed onto a solid paper core tube 
of a cling film roll. I used clear adhesive 
tape but placed the first layer downside-up 
to avoid the tape's glue directly contacting 
the plastic sheet. The following layers of 
tape forced the plastic sheet to follow the 
curvature of the paper tube. Then half a 
gallon of boiling water was poured slowly 
over the plastic sheet. After cooling down 
the plastic sheet was cut out of the tape and 
showed a nice curvature for the roof of the 
caboose. Here, too, the width of the roof 
shows a small overhang to the side walls. 
With the roof in place the gaps between the 
end walls and the roof were filled with 
putty and sanded. 

A wooden caboose provided the cupola 
which looked right in length but was too 
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wide. Therefore, a lengthwise section was 
removed while the grab irons were kept in 
place. A precise cut needed only minimal 
sanding. After the glue joint had set, the 
walls were removed except for the corners. 

A wooden cupola (yellow in photo) from a kit 
was cut to fit by removing a lengthwise section 
and then cut and glued to fit. 

The window shape was according to the 
long caboose was formed with plastic 
profiles. After having the cupola's 
windows in a right looking size the height 
of the cupola was reduced from the bottom. 

All the grab irons from the original model 
were reinserted after painting. 

With the cupola removed Thomas has started 
masking the sides of the caboose for painting it 
in the distinctive Pacemaker livery. You can see 
that he has matched the height of the gray on 
the Pacemaker boxcar. 

The shell is painted for the Pacemaker distinct 
design and is ready for the finishing touches. 
Thomas has done an excellent job of matching 
the colors and the design of the Pacemaker 
scheme. 

Only the curved grab irons were somewhat 
straightened and needed new drill holes. 
The long roof walk came from the donor 
model, while the roof walk around the 
cupola was cut from parts of the scrap box.  

The small piece of decal was cut from 
Microscale set 87-58 "NYC 40' and 50' 
Boxcars (1958-1968)." The final step was a 
layer of matte varnish and then the 
windows were put in place. 

You can see the roof walks, cupola, grab irons 
and other roof details in this arial view.  NYC 
Freight Service vans are in place for unloading 
the cargo from the Pacemaker boxcar. 

On its first day in service the Pacemaker 
caboose accompanied the last boxcar from 
the string to the loading dock. A fleet of 
vans (Brekina) was waiting to distribute the 
less-then-carload shipments across the city. 
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These two photos show Thomas’s completed caboose in service on this NYCS layout in Germany. 
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Our 2022 NYCSHS Calendar 
The NYCSHS 2022 Calendar is now available with eleven color and three black & 
white photographs. 

With our New York Central calendar for 2022, we’ve done more than to provide 
you with the days of the week, some historical dates, and some nice train pictures. 
We want to take you on a trip around the vast New York Central System with 
stunning photos that are evocative of the seasons.  In February, you’ll sympathize 
with a South Bend operator as he hoops up orders to The Chicagoan in bitterly cold 
South Bend, Indiana; and in April you’ll see a conductor and rear brakeman 
conversing while their local freight pauses in still-chilly Hudson, Michigan.  In 
July you’ll feel the heat of The Bronx as a P-motor wheels a two-car Empire Service 
train past what is left of Mott Haven; and in December you’ll be glad to be warm 
at home when you observe a classic Hudson departing nearly snowed-in Buffalo 
Central Terminal.  Our calendar will also take you inside Harmon’s roundhouse 
as two Century-styled Hudsons are prepared for another westward voyage.  And 
our two covers will help you to recollect the final years of the Age of Steam.  All 
this from fine, high-resolution photos carefully selected from hundreds. 

Price is $16.00 each.  Ohio residents please add $1.28 Ohio sales tax.  

Please Print 

Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 

Number of Calendars Purchased___________________________ 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 

Calendars are $16.00 each.  Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales 
Tax or $1.28 per calendar.  (US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

2022 Calendar Order 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 

Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
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       Article by Bob Shaw Photos by Bob 

EEnnlliivveenn  LLaayyoouutt  DDeeaadd  SSppaaccee  wwiitthh  aa  PPllaassttiiccvviillllee  FFaarrmm  

An interesting Plasticville Farm can be configured to fit small or large layout spaces. 

Consider adding a Plasticville Farm to your 
layout.  It’s not only interesting, but also 
versatile as the number and size of the 
buildings can be selected and configured to 
fit a small or large space.  On my NYC 
Water Level Route, I wanted to fill dead 
space in the far corner of my layout. 

The dead space in the far corner of Bob’s layout 
was the perfect place to add a farm.  

It was behind the descending elevated track 
and too small to add a Plasticville farm that 
would blend nicely with the existing 

painted backdrop.  This article discusses 
combining a simple bench work extension 
with foam insulation to accommodate an 
extensive farm that converted dead space 
into a focal point bustling with activity. 

This front view shows the new Plasticville 
Farm located behind the descending track 
along the backdrop.   

Apply these simple tried-and-true methods 
to add a farm scene that will capture your 
imagination and that of visitors. 
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An aisle view captures the new farm’s good 
looks and how well it blends with the painted 
backdrop. 

Creating Space  

Because the triangle of existing bench work 
was too small, a 12” x 24” plywood 
extension was screwed to the top edge of a 
1” x 2” board to make a continuous flat 
surface.  

Attaching a short extension to the bench work 
provided ample real estate for the farm.  

After painting it pea green, one inch foam 
insulation was laid on this expanded “real 
estate” and Plasticville farm buildings were 
randomly placed on it to confirm that they 
“blended” with the town buildings painted 
on the backdrop. 

Note that these backdrop buildings appear 
to be on a hilltop. This gap (Photo Right 
Top – yellow arrow) results from 
dramatically lowering the elevated track 
from its original seven-inch height when 
the original backdrop painting was done. 

The process to paint this backdrop gap is 
explained later in this article. 

Placing Plasticville farm buildings on foam 
insulation confirmed they would blend with 
the painted backdrop.  The yellow arrow 
indicates the gap that was painted after 
lowering the elevated track 

Creating Real Estate 

Two layers of one inch foam insulation 
raised the elevation to two inches, so the 
top of the foam board was even with the 
descending elevated track. 

Note that two pieces of foam board were 
overlapped for a tight fit when they were 
glued into a single unit.  After the glue 
dried, the foam top and sides were painted 
dark brown, before Woodland Scenics turf 
was sprinkled and glued to the top (next 
page).  
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Two pieces of one inch foam insulation were 
glued together with exposed inside edges that 
were overlapped and glued to make a tight 
joint as illustrated in the two photos above 
and on previous page. 

After an application of dark brown paint and 
sprinkled turf, the two-inch foam board base is 
ready for the farm.   

I plan to glue grey plaster rocks to the outer 
brown edges of the foam as a finishing 
touch.  

Creating a Farm Scene 

The final farm scene isn’t prototypical, but 
simply an arrangement of buildings, 
fences, livestock, equipment and people 
that looked interesting when grouped 
together. The farm buildings, house, well, 
outhouse, farmer figures and fence are 
Plasticville, while the John Deere Tractor 

and 1914 Chevy parked by the barn were 
produced by Ertl.  

The completed farm isn’t prototypical, but 
simply an arrangement of elements that looked 
good together. 

The animals were found at train shows, 
usually for “$5.00 a bag, along with a $1 
HO-scale teardrop lamp seen in front of the 
barn and a Christmas Village windmill 
behind it.    This closer view of the farmyard 
shows it’s bustling with activity.     

A bustling farmyard features an Ertl tractor 
and Chevy, along with painted figures and 
animals. 

Here a farm hand heads to the chicken 
coops to collect eggs. Note the HO-scale 
tear drop lamp that needs to be wired. 
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Brightly colored chickens and roosters are 
the highlight of this part of the yard.    

A farmhand hand heads for the chicken coops 
to collect eggs. 

Brightly painted chickens and roosters feed 
beside a miniature dog house. 

Sentimental Barn 

This barn brings back memories when one 
of our twin boys, Kevin, was helping me 
build a layout when he was a boy decades 
ago.   

Including a barn with a “Kevin Shaw’s Milk & 
Egg Industry” sign remembers good times 
building a previous layout with our twin boys. 

He named his farm “Kevin Shaw’s Milk & 
Egg Industry”, which we printed and 
attached to the roof of the barn.  Recently, 
his daughter – Katy – visited and enjoyed 
seeing her dad’s barn.  (Please note that our 
other son Tom also lent a hand building the 
old layout and had another Plasticville 
building named after him … the Thomas 
National Bank … which was placed on the 
tunnel-top town discussed in a recent 
article.) 

Painting the Backdrop Gap 

A wide blue gap occurred when the original 
seven-inch high elevated track (Top) was 
lowered to 2-inches (Bottom), which shows the 
same gap after painting to resemble foliage and 
brush.  

As mentioned earlier, a wide gap was left 
on the backdrop after the seven-inch-high 
elevated track (see bench work on left in top 
photo) was lowered to just two inches as it 
descends back to the tabletop level. The 
bottom image (previous page) shows the 
same gap after it was painted to resemble 
non-descript foliage and brush.  I’m not an 
artist, but used techniques presented in on-
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line videos.  They emphasized the 
importance of creating the illusion of 
foliage and brush, which lacks detail, as is 
evident when viewing a landscape painting 
from several inches away from the canvas.   

Fan brushes (Top) and a one-inch conventional 
brush were used to paint the illusion of bushes 
and brush by combining shades of green and 
yellow against streaks of brown and black. 
(Bottom)    

The first paint layer overlapped black and 
dark brown areas.  Then dark green, green 
and light green areas were randomly 
dapped onto the gap.  Sometimes they were 
applied and blended when wet.  In addition 
to a one-inch paint brush, I used fan 
brushes to create representations of bushes 
and brush.  

This close-up (above-bottom) shows the 
result of combining various shades of green 
and yellow against a streak of black and 
dark brown. I was surprised and pleased 
with the result after placing the farm scene 
in front of the freshly painted gap. Not only 
did the painted area blend well, but the 
scale of the Plasticville buildings looked 
good in relation to the town buildings 
above them on the hill.  

Bob was pleased with how the completed farm 
scene blended with the painted backdrop, along 
with the scale of the Plasticville buildings in 
relation to painted town buildings on the hill.  

You Can Do It  

Bob’s farm features cows, sheep, pigs, chickens, 
a tractor, and colorful buildings. 

After completing this project, and many 
others before it, I discovered that you never 
know what you can accomplish until you 
do it.  Sure, mistakes happen, but we can 
learn from them and create interesting 
layout scenes to enjoy during operating 
sessions and when entertaining visitors.   
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    Article by Chuck Beargie  Photos by Chuck except as noted 
In the previous two articles, prototype 
information was provided on the NYC 
Franklin/Oil City branch and the town of 
Jefferson. This article will start to describe 
the model layout. 

Layout Design 

The layout was started around 2001 in a 
spare bedroom in the house where we had 
raised our three children. Thus, the layout 
size was dictated by the size of the room. 
The bedroom door was in one corner and 
the closet door was at the opposite end of 
the same wall. The layout was designed to 
butt up against the other three walls 
leaving a comfortable open walkway from 
the bedroom door to the closet door. The 
overall size of the layout came out to just 
under 12 feet by just over 7 feet, with a large 
opening in the middle.   

I am 6’4” and I always wanted a layout that 
was my height. Therefore, the layout is 
shoulder height to me and clears a standard 
4-drawer file cabinet. It is high enough to
comfortably sit at a work desk placed
underneath the layout. One must duck
under to get from the outer walkway into
the middle of the layout, but due to the
height, the duck under is easy to navigate.

Although this is my first and only layout, I 
learned early on from others to make a 
layout relocatable. So, this layout is 
constructed in four sections.  

Two sections are 7’3” feet long by 30” wide. 
The one at the back is 30” deep by 81” wide, 
and the front section is 15” deep by 81” 
wide.  

The entire layout is freestanding. The two 
large units have the leg system, and the 
other two units just attach to the large units 
using special hinges made by a local Amish 
blacksmith. It was wise to make it 
relocatable, as the layout is now in its 
fourth home in Kansas City, after my 
retirement this summer. 

The challenge was to fit the town of 
Jefferson into the available space. I elected 
to fit the town into the rear and left-hand 
units, leaving the right-hand unit for some 
main line through rural scenery. This 
would require bending the town track 
arrangement into the 90 degrees formed by 
the rear and left units. As the prototype 
already bends about 45 degrees as it passes 
through town, I only needed to make this 
bend a little more severe.   

The layout is designed such that when you 
are in the center opening viewing the 
layout, you are standing to the east looking 
west, giving a nice panoramic view.  

Layout Description 

The following is a tour of the layout using 
a hypothetical southbound train, starting 
with the front section and going 
counterclockwise as viewed in diagram on 
next page. 

The front unit is intended to have no scenery and is used as a European style fiddle yard to 
switch trains on and off the layout [Next page]. A black backdrop has been added along the 
back of this unit. Now when one is in the center opening viewing the layout, the fiddle yard 
cannot be seen. And when working the fiddle yard, the layout cannot be seen. This really helps 
make this small layout seem much larger. On the backdrop is a large oval NYC sign from the 
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NYCSHS, and the schedule of trains that passed through Jefferson as per the 1928 Employee 
Timetable. 

Front fiddle yard unit. 

The left side of the fiddle yard accepts 36” 
long cartridges to switch freight cars and 
passenger cars on and off the layout. Each 
cartridge can hold 5 to 6 freight cars or three 
passenger cars The cartridges have brass 
rod with wood bead retainers that fit into a 
hole at each end of the cartridge to retain 
the rolling stock when the cartridge is 
moved on and off the layout.  The retainer 
is placed in a temporary holder hole on the 

layout when the cartridge is being 
loaded/unloaded. 

Freight/passenger car swap-out area. 
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There are 16 cartridges that are stored on a 
rack mounted to the wall across the aisle 
from the layout. 

The rack of freight/passenger car cartridges. 

The right side of the fiddle yard accepts 14” 
long cartridges that are used to switch 
locomotives on and off the layout. At the 
right-hand edge is a block with a pair of 
metal wipers that contact the tops of the 
cartridge rails to transmit power to the 
locomotive once it is set into place.  

Locomotive swap-out area. 
There are thirty of these cartridges that are 
stored along with other track power 
related items in a cabinet below the power 
control system.

Storage shelves for locomotive cartridges. 

A southbound train leaving the fiddle yard 
first encounters the grade crossing with the 
milk platform. 

Milk loading platform. 

The milk platform is a scale model of the 
one that was in Dorset, Ohio. As the train 
rounds the bend to the fireman side there is 
a horse pen and a dairy cow pasture with a 
windmill. These are just freelanced based 
on common practice. 

Overview of agricultural unit. Mill Creek is in 
the center. 

The train then crosses the Mill Creek 
Bridge. The model is a good replication of 
the prototype but shortened to fit the space 
available [Next page right column]. The 
original bridge was a wood trestle 
supported by the stonework seen in the 
model. The wood trestle was replaced in 
1903 by this steel girder bridge. Since the 
entire line was being raised several feet for 
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better drainage, the bridge had to be raised 
also.  

Mill Creek bridge. 

They just retained the original stone 
abutments and cast some concrete around 
them to make the new higher bridge 
abutments.  

Towards the front of the layout South 
Denmark Road crosses Mill Creek on the 
South Denmark covered bridge. Built in 
1895, it still stands as one of Ashtabula 
County’s many historic covered bridges. 
The model is to scale from field 
measurements and is scratch built using 
over 600 pieces of scale lumber. 

South Denmark covered bridge. 

The southbound train then rounds the 
curve into Jefferson passing the Oakdale 
Cemetery on the engineer’s side and a crop 
field with a barn on the fireman’s side. The 
Oakdale fence and gate are fair replications 
of the prototype. 

Oakdale Cemetery. 

The farm is freelanced, but represents 
typical farming practices during the 1920s. 
The layout is set in the springtime, so the 
farm hands are plowing the field and 
loading the manure for spreading. 

Spring plowing and loading manure for 
spreading. 
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The John Deere tractor salesman is trying to 
convince them to invest in a newfangled 
“Waterloo Boy”. 

The John Deere salesman with a shiny new 
Waterloo Boy tractor. 

Entering the north end of Jefferson, the 
train passes the Coop grain elevator 
complex on the engineer’s side. 

Coop grain elevator. 

The Coop does not appear on the 1927 
Sanborn map; however, I just had to 
include it on my layout to add more 
switching opportunities.  The complex is 
too large to fit to scale on the layout, so 
several compromises were made. The 
original elevator is modeled as just a flat 
against the backdrop and had to be split 
into two buildings with the southern 
portion placed south of Walnut Street. The 

prototype complex now has six metal silos, 
but the model was limited to three due to 
space considerations. The flat on the 
backdrop is scratchbuilt to scale from 
styrene. The metal silos are Rix kits. The 
metal elevator, dryer, and piping are 
Walthers’ kits. The rail spur fits two 36’ or 
40’ double-sheathed boxcars for grain 
loading.

NYC tool shed. 

At the northwest corner of the Walnut 
Street grade crossing is the NYC tool shed, 
scratch built to scale from styrene using 
data and photo from the 1918 railroad 
valuation series. 

The basket factory is a fair replication of the 
prototype.

Jefferson Basket Factory.  
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With only one photo of the prototype and 
some data from the Sanborn maps, a good 
amount of the structure had to be 
“imagineered”. The factory is actually three 
structures in one. Logs were cut to length to 
fit the steam powered veneering machine 
in the middle section. The steam was 
provided by a boiler in the rear building. 
The veneers were slit and woven on the 
first floor of the front building, and then 
finish assembled and nailed on the second 
floor. The front office/weaving/nailing 
building and the rear boiler house were 
scratch built from styrene, and the center 
shelter over the veneering machinery was 
scratchbuilt from scale lumber. The details 
of the boiler and the veneering machinery 
are “proto-lanced” from common practice 
of the era. The spur accepts incoming raw 
material (logs) on flat cars and has a 
loading dock to spot a boxcar for incoming 
supplies and outgoing product. 

The southbound train crosses Walnut Street 
and enters the main portion of the small 
yard. 

Left to right, front to back: Douglas Lumber Co. 
coal unloading area, Douglas Lumber Co. 
cement warehouse, stock pens, coal shed.  

To the fireman’s side are most of the 
industries. On the same rail spur that serves 
the basket factory are the stock pens and a 
coal shed, both scratch built from scale 
lumber. The rail spur at the front of the 
layout serves the Douglas Lumber Co. coal 
dump and cement warehouse. The coal 
conveyer is a modified Walthers’ plastic kit, 
and the cement warehouse is scratchbuilt 
from scale lumber.   There is room to spot 1 
– 2 cars at each industry.

The progress to date with the scenic portion 
of the layout ends here. Progress will 
resume once we are settled in Kansas City.  

As the southbound train continues, to the 
engineer side is the depot. 

Jefferson Depot, with adjacent coal shed and 
water tank.  

The model of the depot is completed, but 
not yet planted in the layout. The model is 
scratchbuilt from styrene using both 
historic data and photo and contemporary 
field notes. The windows and doors were 
3D printed by Shapeways from artwork 
created by Rob Bennett. The eave supports 
were developed, and 3D printed by my 12-
year-old granddaughter from my field 
data. My brother provided assistance with 
producing the signs from period 
photographs.  

Adjacent to the depot is the coal shed and 
water tank. The coal shed is scratchbuilt to 
scale from styrene using data and photo 
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from the 1918 railroad valuation series. 
Both the depot and coal shed are painted 
using prototype color paints provided by 
NYCSHS, as are the two tool sheds.  

The water tank is kitbashed from an Atlas 
kit to resemble the larger of the two water 
tanks that were up north at the Carson 
yard. The water tank delivered water to a 
separate standpipe that will be installed 
when adding the scenery. Both the coal 
shed, and water tank were gone by the 
1920s, but I am using a little modeler’s 
license here. 

To the front side of the layout in this area 
will be the Douglas Lumber Co. The 
prototype is a sizable complex of multiple 
buildings covering most of a block from 
Walnut Street to Jefferson Street, much too 
large for me to fit in its entirety. The layout 
model will have a small house that was 
used as the company offices, one of the 
smaller buildings complete, and another 
partial building at the front fascia. Jefferson 
Street will run diagonally from the front to 
back as shown below. 

Our southbound train crosses Jefferson 
Street rounds the bend and heads toward 
the grade crossing at Satin Street.To the 
fireman side are all the industries served by 
one rail spur that branches off just north of 
Satin Street. At the north end of the spur is 
the Jefferson Milling Co. Just to the south is 

the feed warehouse and garage followed by 
the Ice & Power Company building.  

Left to right: Jefferson Milling garage/horse 
stable, Ice & Power Co., Jefferson Milling 
warehouse, Jefferson Milling mill.  

Further south just north of Satin Street near 
the spur switch is the creamery. 

Left to right: Standard Oil office building, 
Reich Creamery.  Satin Street will run front to 
back between them.  

All these prototype buildings still exist, 
although (except for the mill) repurposed 
as storage facilities. So, all were able to be 
measured and full size 2D drawings 
generated in AutoCad. They were then 
printed out in HO-scale to create the 
mockups. 

Besides boxcars for grain, fertilizer, etc., 
Jefferson Milling also would receive 
hopper cars of coal to sell to the local 
populace. The hopper would be spotted 
between the mill and the Ice & Power 
building and unloaded down the hill to the 
west into a dump truck. The layout does 
not have enough room to properly model 
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these depressions, so a conveyer will be 
used instead. 
After our southbound train crosses Satin 
Street, to the engineer side is the spur for 
the Ashtabula County Road Dept.  

Left to right: spur for Ashtabula County Road 
Dept., NYC handcar shed.  

Toward the end of the spur will be a 
conveyer to unload hoppers of paving 
materials. Further up the spur toward the 
switch will be a loading dock attached to an 
un-modeled building off the edge of the 
layout. 

To the fireman side, inside the curve will be 
the Standard Oil dealer, relocated from the 
prototype location north of Satin to the 
south side due to layout space 
considerations. It will include various 
tanks, piping etc. and period trucks that 
were used to deliver petroleum products to 
the farms in the region.  

My great-great uncle Charlie O’Malley’s 
house would have been in this area. I will 
try to fit it in if I can. 

Our southbound train now enters back into 
the front fiddle yard module, and this 
completes our tour of the layout.  

The next article in the series will start to 
cover basic construction such as 
benchwork, roadbed, trackwork, electrical, 
etc.  

NYCSHS Digital Shop Photos 

FM H-10-44 

FM H12-44 

FM H-16-44 
https://nycshs.omeka.net/ 
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      Article by Tom Long Photos by Tom except as noted 
Introduction 

In 1941 New York Central  purchased 95 
smooth side streamlined coaches for their 
long-distance passenger trains.  

Builder’s photo of a 2600-series coach. 

Diagram for the 2600-series coach. NYCSHS 
graphic. 

The order was divided between 3 builders, 
with 45 cars coming from Pullman-
Standard (P-S), and another 25 each from 
American Car & Foundry (ACF) and 
Pressed Steel Car Co (PSC). The P-S cars 
were numbered 2600-2644, the ACF cars 
numbered 2545-2669, and the PSC cars 
were numbered 2670-2694. While the P-S 
and ACF cars were of welded construction 
and had smooth sides, the PSC cars were 
made using riveted construction and thus 
had rivet lines on the sides.  

All cars were delivered with full width 
diaphragms and were painted in 
Pacemaker (aka, Pullman) Green with 

yellow lettering and numbering and a 2” 
yellow stripe both above and below the 
windows. Some had center skirting when 
delivered and some did not. The cars all 
eventually had their full width diaphragms 
removed, along with any center skirting, 
and were also repainted into the post-war 
two-tone gray scheme. Many cars lasted 
until the end of the New York Central and 
could be seen in pretty much any long-
distance passenger train with coaches. 
While models of New York Central 
passenger cars can be hard to come by in n-
scale, this is fortunately one of the models 
that is available. 

The Bachmann car 

A few years back Bachman released a 
model of a smooth sided streamlined 
coach. The shell for the model is based on 
the 2600-series coach. Its smooth side (i.e., 
no rivet lines) so either the PS or ACF is the 
most accurate. Overall, the model is a bit 
crude by today’s standards and the roof 
vents and grabs are not correct. Based on 
internet forums, the underbody and 
interior also appear to be reused from 
Bachmann’s earlier released Santa Fe based 
corrugated coach; neither is that close to 
correct for the 2600-series coaches. 

This is the (incorrect) underbody of the car as 
it comes from the manufacturer. 
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The trucks are also rather devoid of detail 
and toy looking. Something of note was the 
method used for body mounting the 
couplers. There is a draw bar like arm 
mounted to the underbody by a spring. 
This affords the couplers a much larger 
swing range than traditional body 
mounting methods and enables the cars to 
negotiate much tighter curves. 

This is the (incorrect) interior of the car as it 
comes from the manufacturer. 

Of course, since this is N-scale, it’s possible 
to overlook these inaccuracies if one 
desires. If that is the case, the model is 
available in the post-war two-tone gray 
scheme.

This is the Bachmann coach as comes from the 
manufacturer; ready to run and already painted 
in two-tone gray. Bachmann graphic. 

 Ultimately, I wanted an accurate model. 
This article will describe the changes and 
upgrades I made to create a more realistic 
representation. The first steps were to 
acquire a car and to gather sufficient 
reference material. Of course, the New 
York Central System Historical Society 
photo archive is an excellent source of 
photos. The Official Pullman-Standard 
Library, Vol 2 by W. David Randall & 

William M. Ross and The Passenger Car 
Library, Vol 2 by W. David Randall are also 
both good resources.  

Upgrading the Shell 

Before preceding it is necessary to 
determine which builder’s car you want to 
represent as the details are slightly 
different. I went with PS since those were 
the most common and I had some good 
pictures of them. The ACF version appears 
to be very similar to the P-S version, only 
the roof details seem to be different. The 
PSC cars had riveted sides, so modelers 
wanting to model that version could add 
Archer Rivets to simulate the rivet lines. 

You should also decide if your model will 
or won’t have the center skirting. The 
model doesn’t come with this feature so it 
would have to be added. These could be 
easily fashioned from styrene.  The 
builder’s photos show at least the last few 
PS coaches delivered without them. Since 
cars without the skirting would be correct 
for the era I model (1947), I went without 
the skirts as this is easier (why do extra 
work if I don’t have to).  

Since the model I got was decorated and I 
wanted to model the earlier green painted 
scheme, I first had to strip the paint. 

This is the car body with all the updated 
detailing and full diaphragms applied. 
I then removed all molded-on grabs and 
any roof details. I also removed the 
diaphragms along with any other end 
details.  
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Next, I scored roof seams. I then added new 
vent details made from scratch using strip 
styrene. 

You can see the end of the car after all the 
factory detail has been removed and the end 
sanded smooth. 

I then drilled holes for the grabs on the roof 
and sides using a #80 bit and fashioned the 
straight grabs from .008” bronze wire. The 
ladder hook type grabs on the roof are from 
the Gold Medal Models (GMM) grab iron 
set (GMM set 160-56). I cut out slots in the 
blank end skirting for the end stirrups and 
inserted GMM boxcar car stirrups from 
GMM set 160-47. 

This photo shows a closeup of the installed 
stirrup. 

I wanted to model the as-delivered car with 
full width diaphragms and they are 
available in N-scale from Des Plaines 
Hobbies.  

The full width diaphragm kit came from Des 
Plaines Hobbies and is shown here. 

Note the smaller striker plates included in 
the kit are not needed. Once those were 
added the car body was ready for painting.

The undercoated car body with all the updated 
detailing and the full diaphragms applied. 

Fixing the Underbody 

As previously mentioned, the underbody 
of the model is not correct for a 2600-sereis 
coach. To remedy this, I removed all the 
existing detail from the underbody. I then 
patched the resulting holes using styrene. I 
even fashioned new parts for the center sill 
from strip styrene as needed to fill the gaps. 

Shown here is the underbody after the incorrect 
existing details were removed and the resulting 
holes patched with styrene. 
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Once the patching was complete, I then 
added new underbody details from 
American Models underbody details kit. I 
didn’t have actual diagrams for the 
underbody details, so just used the 
reference photos to get reasonably correct 
looking boxes and details in the 
approximate correct locations. I didn’t go 
overboard with the underbody details as 
only some much can really be seen when 
the car is on the track. 

Here is the new underbody with updated 
details from the American Models underbody 
details kit. 

Once the details were satisfactory added, I 
painted the entire underbody black. 

Improving the Interior 

As previously noted, the interior of the 
stock model is not correct. While I typically 
don’t spend much time on interiors, as this 
is n-scale and they are difficult to see, I felt 
the existing incorrect interior just wasn’t 
acceptable. Since I was going to have to 
remove all the coach seats, destroying them 
in the process, the first thing I did was to 
make an RTV mold of the seats and then 
recast the number needed for the new 
arrangement. Then I  removed all the seats 
and any incorrect walls from the stock 
model. I then patched the floor as necessary 
and began adding new walls and the cast 
seats as appropriate. I didn’t do too much 
in the way of details, just basic items that 
one could reasonably expect to see by 
looking in the windows.  

This is the updated interior with new seats 
from cast resin and new walls made using sheet 
styrene. 

Once the interior was in place, it was time 
to paint the interior in the correct colors. 
These cars had a very colorful interior 
which was designed by Henry Dreyfuss.  A 
detailed description is provided in the 
Official Pullman-Standard Library, Vol 2 and 
included is included here as reference.   

The main compartment had a tan linoleum 
aisle floor while the floor under the coach 
seats was rust linoleum. The seats were 
turquoise. The lower portion of the 
bulkheads was tan while the upper portion 
was eggplant.  

Tom replicated the very colorful interior 
designed by Henry Dreyfuss. 

The passageways used the same color 
scheme as the main compartment. The 
men’s and women’s rooms had a rust-
colored linoleum floor, and the walls were 
gray. The sofa in the men’s room was 
reddish and the women’s sofa was blue.  
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Color photos of the interior are found in 
Morning Sun Book’s New York Central 
Through Passenger Service In Color, Vol. 1 by 
Geoffrey H. Doughty. A very visually 
interesting car. 

Trucks & Couplers 

I replaced the crude Bachmann trucks with 
much more detailed Kato 41-CS-11 trucks; I 
used the black version without couplers 
(Kato part 800133). 

I removed the McHenry couplers from the 
drawbars and then modified the mounting 
to accept a Micro-Trains 1016 coupler.  

The drawbars with McHenry couplers (right) 
replaced Micro-Trains 1016 couplers (left). 
As noted, this mounting mechanism allows 
a better coupler swing and allows use of the 
full-width diaphragms down to ~11-inch 
radius curves.  
Painting & Finishing 

These cars wore two paints schemes over 
time. They were Pacemaker Green with 
yellow stripes, and the standard post-war 
two-tone grey scheme. I went with the 
original scheme since I model 1947. 
Painting this scheme is straight forward. 
First the model was sprayed with Model 
Flex Pullman Green. I then masked off the 
entire car except the roof and painted the 
roof black. Once the paint was dry, I 
removed the masking and sprayed the car 
with gloss coat to prepare it for decals. 

I used Micro-Scale 3” yellow stripes (set 
71106) which actually measured a scale 
2.5”. I found the 2” decals were too small, 
measuring only about 1 scale inch and just 
didn’t look right. Lettering and numbering 
were added using the Micro-Trains 60-932 
New York Central general service 
passenger car set. Once the decals were dry, 
I sprayed another gloss coat to hide the 
decals. After the gloss coat had dried, I 
went over the model again with a semi-
gloss coat to bring down the shine a bit (but 
not too much).  

After allowing the finish to dry, I added 
strips of clear styrene on the insides of the 
car for window glazing. I then reassembled 
the model, and my 2600-series coach was 
now ready to haul passengers.

Tom’s completed 2600-series coach in its as delivered pacemaker green is now ready for service.  This 
is the latest in his series of N-scale passenger cars modified to duplicate the prototype cars from the 
New York Central Systems’ extensive fleet. 
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Over 60,000 photos online and 

available to  purchase. 
The new NYCSHS Archive Digital Shop puts these thousands of photos at your fingertips, 
just a couple of mouse clicks away. Drawings and maps coming soon. 

Here is your chance to see NYC railroading as it really was, to rekindle your NYC memories, 
guide your layout dreams, to help your modeling, and to further your understanding of the 
NYC. 

  Link to Digital Shop:     https://nycshs.omeka.net/ 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

Here are the latest: 

NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932   NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018   NYC Signals Department 

NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 

Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of Flash Drives with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these Drives to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. Computer manufacturers are no longer providing DVD drives with their 
computers, so we have begun to offer Archive and NYCSHS Collinwood Shop Products on 
3.0 Flash Drives. Buy them and just plug them into one of your USB ports on your computer 
and enjoy them just as you would a DVD. 

From Horsecars to Interurbans – Oneida Railway Company 

CCC&StL (Big Four) Valuation Maps – Full Coverage 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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Greetings fellow NYC modelers. I am Larry 
Faulkner and welcome to the third edition 
of this column. Manuel Duran-Duran and I 
were tasked with coming up with a new 
column to test out new tools that are on the 
market that we personally have on our 
work bench arsenal of assorted tools.  This 
is open to any member wanting to share 
tips and techniques about any new tool on 
the market. Be sure to send your article to 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org and share with 
the rest of us! 

I’ve been using a monstrous industrial 
strength shop air compressor for years and 
wanted to try a quieter smaller one 
designed with modelers in mind. I opted to 
try one of the Micro-Mark air compressors 
that I’ve had my eye on for a spell. I waited 
to see it on sale in each new catalog that 
showed up in the mailbox. This model 
number #86109 usually shows up as item 
“G” on the air compressor page for $209.95, 
or a sale price of $169.95. 

Stock	air	compressor	right	out	of	the	box. 

Once the new air compressor arrived, I had 
to give it whirl seeing as I had some projects 
ready for air brushing. I have a Paasche 
spray booth that I really like sitting on a 
Craftsman portable workbench. I live in the 
desert of AZ so most any day is good for air 
brushing. I wheel the workbench to the 
edge of the garage and extend the exhaust 
duct outside.  

Modified	compressor	and	spray	booth	setup	
ready	for	action. 

The first thing I noticed with the new air 
compressor was I couldn’t really see the air 
pressure gauge with the compressor sitting 
on the garage floor. The gauge sits inside 
the metal casing. I knew I had to make 
modifications to see the gauge while sitting 
in front of the spray booth.  

I went to my local Tru-Value Hardware 
store and purchased some fittings to extend 
the gauge outside of the casing and allow it 
to be angled up so I could see it better. Also, 
the stock gauge was kind of small at 1-1/2” 
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diameter and went up to 300 psi which was 
way more than needed for air brushing, so 
I also purchased a larger 2-1/2” gauge that 
only went up to 160 psi with bigger 
numbers to see easily.   

Close	 up	 of	 modified	 compressor	 showing	
fittings	and	bigger	gauge.	

I have a holder for two air brushes on the 
front of my portable modeling workbench, 
so I also installed a swivel “T” fitting to the 
downstream side of the air pressure 
regulator to allow two air brushes to be 
connected at the same time.  

Airbrush	holder	with	2	airbrushes,	turntable	
with	model	ready	for	painting.	

I like these minor modifications I made to 
this air compressor. It’s much quieter than 
the old shop compressor and has two 
modes of operation to keep the tank 
supplied with air. 

I hope these tips might come in handy for 
anyone else wanting to do something 
similar for their air brush station.   

We hope you are enjoying this new feature 
and we would very much like to hear from 
you about any new or favorite tools that you 
use or recommend. Just send us some photos 
and a short couple of paragraphs on your tool 
and we will include it in a future edition. 

Send it to us at nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
and watch for it in an upcoming NYCentral 
Modeler!! 
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We introduced this feature in the NYCentral 
Modeler to showcase some of our NYCSHS 
members modeling. We are requesting that 
you send us some photos of your models 
with a short caption.  We will showcase 
these models in each new edition. Send 
photos to: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org   

David Smith in 1/32 Large Scale 

20th Century Limited leaving Welton Terminal. 

This is a Fine Arts 1/32 Dreyfus Hudson brass 
model with the 1938 Century livery that 
somehow is running in Florida on a brass and 
aluminum scratch built triple span bridge. 

All these photos were taken at David’s Florida 
Central Division Railroad. Most of the locos 
are MTH 1/32-scale except the Dreyfus Hudson 
was produced by FINE ARTS MODELS in 
Michigan.  He has a NYC 1/32-scale 
Aster/Accucraft live steam Mikado and a live 
steam 1/32-scale Aster custom built J1 Hudson. 

Mystery Photos 

Help me solve the mystery of who sent us 
these photos. There are 13 photos, and we 

don’t know who sent them to us. 

Please contact us at nfwiddifield@nycshs.org 
so we can publish all of them and give credit. 
We want to share some of this beautiful 
modeling and your collection of models with 
all our readers. 
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And Now Some Really Large-Scale Modeling by Ex-NYCSHS Director, Joe Burgess 

Joe has had his caboose for a couple of years 
and has spent a lot of time getting it back in 
pristine condition.  He recently had it 
professionally painted.  Next, he will have it 
lettered and logoed. Looking forward to seeing 
the final project.  An interesting way to model 
the NYCS. 
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Since We Are Looking At Large Scale Trains in 
This Edition, and I don’t have anymore photos 
from members, I am including a few photos 
from my layout that no longer exists. 

A sunny afternoon at the ballpark in 
Bellefontaine, OH. 

The old and the new line up at the Anderson, IN 
yard. 

Waiting patiently for the Southwestern 
Limited. 

A busy day coming into Indianapolis, IN. 

Little David is still having a good time on 
mom’s lap, while dad feeds the youngest. Eric 
and Nancy are occupied while the family waits 
the train to take them to grandmas. All these 
on the CCC&St.L 1/29-scale layout. 

We continue to ask for photos and articles 
for the magazine, but we receive very few. 
We spend an inordinate amount of time 
trying to get our members to share their 
modeling with us.  This column was an 
attempt to make it easier to share photos 
rather than writing articles, but we have 
gotten very few photos. 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 20% 
off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 



New York Central System 
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 126, Oak Creek, WI 53154-0126 
***Note New Mailing Address***

2022 New Membership Application 
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight -------------------------------------- $44.00 ______ 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------- ADD $15.00 ______ 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight ----------- $44.00 ______ 

---Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage --------- ADD $  8.00 ______ 

---Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage------------  ADD $44.00 ______ 

Options:    

Contributing Member * -----------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $16.00 ______ 

Sustaining Member * --------------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $36.00 ______ 

TOTAL $____________ 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  
* Contributing and Sustaining are for members who wish to render greater support to the

work of the Society. These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop. 
http://www.nycshs.net/memberships_c_14.html 

Please fill in all blanks. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State/Province: ________________ 

9 Digit Zip: ___________________________    Is this a new address? Yes□  No□
Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________ Cell□  Home□

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? _____What Scale? _______________

Special Interest(s): ______________________________________________________

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?  Yes□ No□
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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New York Central System 
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 126, Oak Creek, WI 53154-0126 
***Note New Mailing Address***

2022 Membership Renewal Form 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight -------------------------------------- $44.00 ______ 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------- ADD $15.00 ______ 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight ----------- $44.00 ______ 

---Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage --------- ADD $  8.00 ______ 

---Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage------------  ADD $44.00 ______ 

Life Member * – (Return form to retain membership) -----------------------------------  $  0.00 ______ 

Charter Member * (Member Numbers 1-350 only) ----------------------------------------  $40.00 ______ 

Options:    

Contributing Member ** -----------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $16.00 ______ 

Sustaining Member ** --------------------------------------------------------------------  ADD $36.00 ______ 

TOTAL $____________ 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  
* Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.

** Contributing and Sustaining are for members who wish to render greater support to the 
work of the Society. These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop. 
http://www.nycshs.net/memberships_c_14.html 

Please fill in all blanks.   Membership #: ____________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State/Province: ________________ 

9 Digit Zip: ___________________________    Is this a new address? Yes□  No□
Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________ Cell□  Home□

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? _____What Scale? _______________

Special Interest(s): ______________________________________________________

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?  Yes□ No□
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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    Article by Dave Staplin Photos by Dave except as noted 
Background and Scope 

In the 2nd Qtr. 2016 issue of the NYCentral 
Modeler, Dean Apostal, with some 
assistance from me, wrote an article on how 
to do an air-conditioned version of the New 
York Central heavyweight coach, using the 
Branchline (now Atlas) kit as a starting 
point.  This article focused on the 
modifications to the underbody required to 
represent a prototype car that came 
through NYC’s program in the 1940 to 1941 
time period.  Little modification was 
needed to the roof and carbody.   

The original seating capacity of NYC’s 
heavyweight coaches varied from 85 to 88 
as built and was little changed due to air 
conditioning.  However, in recognition of 
competitive forces and the need to win back 
passengers lost in the Great Depression, 
NYC began to install reclining seats in some 
heavyweight coaches designated for 
overnight travel and for day service on 
certain premier trains, such as the Empire 
State Express and Twilight Limited.   

This article will focus on modeling a car 
that received upgraded seating at the time 
it was air conditioned.  It will provide an 
alternate approach to the underbody work, 
though much of the placement of 
components is the same as in Dean’s article. 
Some body modifications were required 
and those will be covered as well.  It is my 
practice when doing articles or 
presentations to begin with explaining why 
the effort should be of interest to the NYC’s 
passenger car modeler working in the 
transition era of steam to diesel. 

Car History 

For those who were unable to attend the 
meetings, I’ve done two presentations on 
the NYC’s heavyweight coaches.  Both 
provided extensive background on these 
cars.  Air conditioning was covered in a 
presentation at the May 2019 Buffalo 
Annual Convention. In the September 2019 
Mini Modelers Meeting in Cleveland 
seating upgrades to the heavyweight 
coaches were covered.  Brief highlights of 
those presentations will be reviewed here. 

The model produced by Branchline 
represents 591 coaches built by 5 builders in 
35 lots from 1923 to 1930.  Air-conditioned 
cars were primarily converted from this 
pool of cars up to 1945.  Eventually, 538 cars 
were done.  During and after World War II, 
NYC also air conditioned select cars from 
some of the later lots of an earlier version of 
the heavyweight coach.  The earlier version 
included 837 cars built by 7 builders in 34 
lots between 1912 and 1921.  This latter 
group is knick-named the “split 
letterboard” fleet because of the distinctive 
plating pattern above the windows.  That 
only 113 of these cars received air 
conditioning will be explained shortly. 

One hundred thirty-one of the 538 air-
conditioned cars represented by the 
Branchline model got seating upgrades, 
with an additional 11 cars getting other 
types of seating modifications.  Only 15 cars 
received seating upgrades after the 
opening of hostilities in 1941.  Part of that 
slowdown could be explained by the need 
for seats to accommodate wartime travel. 
In that environment, 85 seats made more 
sense than 58 seats, even if less comfortable. 
However, the main reason is likely the 
introduction of 115 new cars with reclining 
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seats in the 1939 to 1941 time period, 
followed by the purchase of 213 more new 
cars at the close of hostilities in 1945.  Even 
with the introduction of so many new cars 
and the rapid decline in patronage in the 
1950s, a 1959 issue of The Official Register of 
Passenger Equipment lists 118 out of the 131 
heavyweight reclining seat coaches still on 
the NYC roster.  Clearly, these cars filled an 
important need spanning over 20 years in 
New York Central’s passenger train fleet. 
The upgraded cars span a period of time 
that encompasses the interests of most 
modelers. 

The addition of reclining seats began with 
a modest program in 1934.  Table One 
(below) illustrates the number of cars done 
by year. 

TABLE ONE – NUMBER OF NYC 
HEAVYWEIGHT COACHES THAT 
RECEIVED RECLINING SEATS 3 

The prior presentations underscore 
differences in outward appearance as the 
program progressed over the years.  The 
car that I chose to do is a representative of 
the 1939 conversions and the reasons for 
this choice are: 

• The configuration for this car covers
over 30% of the total conversions

• Only minor body modifications were
required

• The air conditioning duct work was
contained within the clerestory,
meaning little in the way of work was
needed on the car roof

• The underbody followed a pattern
established by the first conversions
going back to 1934 and is easily
understood once you do the first car.

• Plans, both underbody and floor were
available from NYCSHS

• John Greene offered the one-piece
Frigidaire air conditioning unit that was
used on 89 of the 131 cars getting
reclining seats

There are reasons to do other cars down the 
road, just because some have interesting 
variations.  Twenty-two of the 1934 cars got 
Pullman-Mechanical A/C units, for which 
there are plans and commercial HO 
modeling components.  They had external 
ducts, similar in appearance to those used 
on heavyweight Pullmans of that era.  The 
50 cars done in 1937 were similar to the 
1939 cars, except for having the fresh air 
intake on the side of the car instead of 
within one of the vestibules.  There were 18 
cars done to a 46-seat configuration for the 
Pacemaker in 1939 and 18 cars done with 
either 64 or 68 seats between 1941 and 1944. 
This latter group did not involve any 
significant window changes, which would 
make it an easier project.   

Before turning to the model, it is instructive 
to take a step back in time to 1933.  The 
Depression has taken hold and rail travel 
greatly curtailed.  According to annual 
reports, New York Central passenger 
revenue (not including express, milk, etc.) 
plunged from $97.1 million in 1929 to $54.8 
million in 1934.  Railroads were looking for 
ways to encourage patronage and it was 
just about this time that commercial air 
conditioning took hold.  In the east, the 
B&O quickly embraced it as a competitive 
tool in markets where they were a distant 
second to either NYC or the PRR.  There 
was no money for the railroads to buy new  



Upgrading And Air Conditioning A Branchline Coach – Part 1 

NYCentral Modeler 4th Quarter 2021 93	

air-conditioned rolling stock, but there 
were plenty of surplus cars on hand 
suitable for conversion.   

From a passenger perspective, there was 
little money for luxury Pullman 
accommodations and the coach seats of the 
time were not comfortable for anything 
more than short trips.  Between air 
conditioning cars and installing more 
comfortable reclining seats, railroads could 
offer a better product at a price that at least 
some people could afford.  In addition, the 
business traveler could get a modicum of 
comfort in a reclining seat coach without 
subjecting his business to first class parlor 
car prices for day travel.  The tradeoff for 
installing reclining seats and more 
commodious lavatory facilities was the loss 
of 20 to 30 seats per car.  However, those 
“lost” seats and many more were likely to 
be empty, so there was little to lose.   The 
first mention of reclining seats in the Form 
1001 system timetable was in the June 23, 
1935, issue, which extolled their availability 
on the Empire State Express.   

In the June 27, 1937, issue (Image right top), 
NYC promised 50 more cars.  That the 
conversions were successful is shown in the 
July 28, 1939, Form 1001 (Image right 
below) announcing the all-coach 
Pacemaker, just inaugurated on a 17-hour 
schedule between Chicago and New York.  
20th Century Limited type schedules, with 
club lounge and observation car amenities 
at half the price!  The new era of mass long 
haul coach travel was at hand.   

June 27, 1937, Form 1001 advertisement listing 
the 50 air-conditioned coaches being delivered. 

July 28, 1939, Form 1001 Pacemaker ad. 

Approach  

The Branchline coach model is an excellent 
representative of the classic NYC coach. 
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Having looked at the later ready-to-run 
model by Atlas, I believe it could also be 
modified along the lines of what we are 
about to undertake.  It’s easier working 
with the kit, but I would not hesitate to 
attack the RTR version. 

There are a couple of problems with the 
Branchline coach that need to be addressed 
to produce a good model.  Problem one is 
that all NYC coaches from 1923 on were 
built with two-axle trucks, whereas the kit 
features three axle trucks.  Fortunately, 
Walthers (part 920-2124) and Precision 
Scale both make the correct two axle 
versions.  I used the less expensive 
Walthers trucks but replaced the wheelsets 
with Reboxx sets to improve the rollability. 
The Walthers trucks don’t roll badly, but if 
you intend to run prototype length 
passenger trains, you need all the help you 
can get from the rolling stock.  Changing 
the trucks means changing the car body 
bolsters and that is challenging.  You can 
work with the existing bolster, as Dean 
Apostal did or replace, which is the path I 
took.  There is something about that 
awkward looking bolster (I call it “the big 
honkin’ bolster”) that just does not belong 
on a kit of this quality, even if it is not easily 
seen once the car is fully assembled.   

The second issue, which is minor but easily 
corrected, is the steps.  The Branchline 
model includes four tread steps whereas 
the NYC coaches had three tread steps.  
Tom Madden makes an excellent resin 
rendition of the three step treads which can 
be swapped for the Branchline steps.   

Even though there are significant 
modifications required to remodel the kit, 
you can still pretty much follow the 
Branchline instruction sheet for a lot of the 
assembly.  From listening to work done by 

other modelers on Passenger Car List 
Groups Io. I took precautions to make sure 
parts fit before taking the lid off the glue. 
Based on doing this car, there are a couple 
steps in the conversion that I would do 
differently, and they will be discussed as 
we progress through the work.  When 
doing major reconstructions, it is 
recommended to work from the bottom up 
and the primary reason for that is to get the 
car and couplers to the right height from 
the beginning.   

As one who works primarily in plastic, I 
keep a large stock of Evergreen sheets, 
tubes and shapes of all kinds.  Part of this 
stems from the scarcity of hobby shops in 
modern times.  You can cut down the stock 
you keep a bit if willing to laminate smaller 
or odd sizes together to match those needed 
for modeling.   

For tools, you will need files, sandpaper, 
assorted drills (pin vise and larger), a small 
saw, glue and ACC.  I heartily recommend 
that any enterprising modeler buy a decent 
dial caliper.  Whether dealing in plastic, 
brass or wood, being able to build parts that 
fit the base model is greatly facilitated by 
being able to measure the exact sizes 
needed.  Remember that 0.005 inches is 
almost ½ inch in HO.  Small numbers like 
this matter when you are adding stuff to 
things that are all dimensionally 
challenged.  I’ll deal with needed detail 
parts as we go along.   

Also recommended is that modelers get the 
underbody and floor plans from NYCSHS. 
The underbody plan is M-53130 and the 
floor plan is P-51251.  Besides showing key 
dimensions, these drawings contain 
valuable information on the Lot numbers 
and sometimes car numbers built to that 
plan.  Remember that underbody plans 
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universally are drawn looking DOWN 
through the car floor NOT looking up from 
underneath.   

Underbody Structure 

The good news on the under body is that all 
the detailed center sill and brake rigging 
did not get altered significantly when NYC 
air conditioned the cars.  When it comes 
time, you can follow the directions for 
installing that detail, but first, the bolster 
and truck mounting must be addressed.  As 
noted, I think the bolster provided by 
Branchline in the underbody is terrible and 
so I demolished it.   

The underbody of the kit can be clearly seen in 
this photo. 

I started by drilling holes in the four corners 
(Below), then inserting a small saw in the 
holes and cutting the entire bolster 
structure completely off (Right top).   

You can clearly see the holes that Dave drilled 
in the underbody. 

I filed the edges of the saw cut clean to 
prepare the gaping hole for a styrene plug. 
Caution needs to be exercised because the 
floor casting is the source of strength for the 
car while under construction.   

The finished bolster hole was cleanly cut 
between the four holes drilled in the underbody. 

When this big hole is punched at both ends, 
it makes the floor casting relatively frail 
until the styrene plug is glued in and cured. 
In the photo above, you can note whitish 
marks in the remaining side structure, a 
warning that the plastic could fracture with 
further rough handling.   

Once the bolster holes were clean, I cut a 
new plastic plug to fill the hole which was 
glued flush with the existing floor.  The 
floor measured 0.050 inches thick, and the 
plug was fabricated from 0.040 sheet 
styrene.  It was sized for a press-in fit, then 
glued, making sure that it was flush.  To 
reinforce this section, I then fabricated a 
second plug from 0.010-inch styrene and 
glued it on top of the original plug.  That 
left the inside floor flush as well as the 
bottom side.   

As I use body mounted couplers, the well 
between the bolster and the end of the car 
used for the swing motion Branchline 
coupler pocket was not needed.  The nub 
for the screw was shaved off with a #17 
blade; another styrene plug was fabricated 
and installed.  After doing this, I shaved the 
molded-on floor beam detail off, as pieces 
of it had been become casualties in the 
bolster demolition.   
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Dave used styrene to level the surface of the 
underside of the underbody to ready it for the 
final installation of the bolster.   

The photo above illustrates the smooth 
surface left to come back with a new body 
bolster for the truck mounting plus 
whatever detail you wish to add back.   

Here Dave uses additional styrene to mount the 
new body bolster. 
The above photo illustrates the process of 
building up the new body bolster.  The base 
piece is 0.060” styrene, which replaces the 
base of the center sill lost with the old 
bolster.  I drilled a hole for a long #56 screw 
and fabricated sets of bolster blocks from 
0.020” styrene, also with screw holes.  With 
the long screw and holes pre-drilled you 
can mount these blocks and shim and the 
truck without gluing them down.  The side 
also needs to be mounted on the tabs to 
make sure the car is sitting at the correct 
height. You then compare the car height 
against a standard (another model, for 
example) and file the blocks/shims until 
the car is at the correct height.  You can then 

set up the Kadee coupler height gage and 
mount the coupler box.  Then, using Kadee 
or home-made shims and doing some 
filing, you can get the coupler to the right 
height.  The side needs to be mounted on 
the tabs to make sure the car is sitting at the 
correct height. I cannot stress highly 
enough taking care with this step so that 
you don’t wide up trying to make 
adjustments after all the detail is on the car. 
The photo below shows the car with sides 
temporarily mounted on the left, the Kadee 
coupler gauge in the middle and a Coach 
Yard car used for height reference on the 
right.   

The Kadee coupler gauge allowed Dave to set 
the couples to the correct height. 

You can also see a shim between the car 
body and the coupler box, which if memory 
serves correctly, was 0.040.”  Your 
experience may vary.  In any case, the shim 
permitted the coupler yoke casting to fit 
over top of the coupler box while still 
allowing the coupler box to be removed by 
sliding it through the yoke if necessary. 

When the car floor was set at the correct 
height and the couplers mounted at the 
correct height, I removed the long #56 
screw and then AND ONLY THEN glued 
the body bolster parts to the car floor.  Floor 
detail was restored using strip styrene that 
matched in size to the molded-on detail.  
Styrene I-beams were installed between the 
body bolster and coupler pocket to give the 
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illusion of the center sill structure when 
viewing the car from track level.  These 
beams were set on narrower centers than 
the Branchline center sill so as not to 
impede truck rotation.   

Dave used styrene again to finish the bolster. 
This allowed him to set it to the proper height 
and provide visual fidelity to the completed 
bolster. 

The photo above shows the finished bolster 
area.  To this point, more emphasis has 
been placed on functionality than making 
things pretty, but when the car floor is 
painted grimy black, it looks pretty good.  If 
you like, there is more detail that can be 
added to the bolster based on the NYCSHS 
prototype plans. 

As noted, the trucks were disassembled, the 
“tool” used to ream the journal holes, and 
Reboxx wheelsets installed.  While the 
Walthers trucks roll decently, about 10 in 
the Reboxx roll tester, the Reboxx wheelset 
substitutes will do 25 to 50% better.    

Underbody Detail 
The addition of detail to the underbody is 
covered in Dean Apostal’s article, so I am 
not going to spend a lot of time on it here. 
With the passage of time some new 
information has come to light, which is 
reflected in this article.  Dean’s car and this 
one represents work from two different 
A/C programs, 1939 and 1941.  That might 
not seem like such a long time, but even in 
those days, technological evolution meant 

that things changed quickly.  The 1939 cars 
were still using axle mounted generators, 
whereas by 1941 NYC had swapped over to 
body mounted genemotors.  The car being 
modeled here has no generator, one 
because it was out of sight; two, because if 
modeled it might induce drag on the axle; 
and three because the detail part is not 
commercially available.   The small 
generator furnished with the kit, meant to 
be mounted on the underframe should be 
LEFT OFF. 
Dean did not have the benefit of the 
Frigidaire one-box air conditioning unit 
when he did his model and article.  Since 
then, John Greene of Bethlehem Car Works 
has developed a very good representation 
of this piece.  I took advantage of this, but 
you can also fabricate your own starting 
from Train Station Product’s underbody 
details (now offered by Union Station).  The 
Frigidaire Style 1, Piece ER-3684 would 
work for the compressor/condenser unit 
by adding air ducts on both ends.   

Photo of the Frigidaire one-box air-
conditioning unit. NYCSHS photo.  

The photo above, from the NYCSHS 
archives, shows what the prototype looks 
like, albeit with the front cover off.  Still, the 
air ducts on both ends are clearly visible.   

I will step through the finished underbody 
as a refresher, starting from above the 
center sill on the left side and going 
towards the right.  Then, repeating for the 
area below the center sill.
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This photo provides a great view of the finished underbody as Dave details how he modeled it. 

Above Center Sill: 

1. Two steam traps (black) furnished with
kit, grouped together so as not to contrast
with three added Cal Scale units in other
locations.

2. Control box (black) for air conditioning
unit, added, made from TSP control box.

3. Air conditioning stand-by receptacle,
added, Cal Scale 190-355 (brass).

4. Frigidaire air conditioning unit (grey),
added, from John Greene.

5. Brake valve (grey) from Precision Scale
33200, substituted for valve furnished in
kit, which I thought left something to be
desired.

6. Air tanks (black) furnished with kit.

7. Battery box, added, Precision Scale 33129
(brass).

8. Vapor trap, added, Cal Scale 190-350
(brass).

9. Air tank (black), furnished with kit.

10. Vapor trap, added, 190-350(brass)

Below Center Sill: 

1. Battery box, added, Precision Scale
33129(brass).

2. Hand brake reel, added, Precision Scale
33232 (brass).

3. Brake cylinder(black), furnished in kit
and mounted in original position.

4. Vapor trap, added, Cal Scale 190-
350(brass).

5. Two battery boxes (black), furnished
with kit; notice that they are mounted
farther out away from the center sill than
the other two.  This is a signature feature of
NYC A/C conversions.

6. Battery charging receptacle, added, Cal
Scale 190-354(brass).

You can see here how Dave mounted the trucks 
and added steps to the car underbody. 
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In the photo above one end of the car is 
shown with the step mounts.  These were 
attached with short #56 screws because the 
ACC did not give an adequate bond 
between the plastic floor and the resin 
steps.  The steps are exposed items and 
subject to being knocked off.  Screws also 
allowed for better alignment during 
installation.  Since this car was completed, I 
have converted to Cyanopoxy, which is a 
much better adhesive than ACC.   

The top photo on the previous page also 
shows another subtle detail.  If you look 
closely at the center sill, you can see where 
pockets have been filed in the flange to 
allow for greater truck rotation.   

While not pictured here, any underbody 
detail that came with mounting lugs was 
installed by drilling holes in the floor to 
accommodate the lugs, making a stronger 
bond.  Where the lugs stuck through the 
floor and would later have interfered with 
the car weights, I ground them flush with a 
Dremel tool.  I believe this system of 
mounting will provide insurance against 
rough layout handling.  It is also a reason I 
prefer the brass castings over the plastic 
ones that Precision Scale offers in their 
product line.  Another mounting issue is 
that some detail parts had to be mounted 
over the cast on floor frame detail.  I used 
0.020” styrene strips to provide bridges 
over the cast-in floor beams.  On the 
prototypes, heavy underbody components 
are also not mounted directly to the floor. 
Usually, the prototype plans show things 
like the battery boxes and air conditioners 
bolted to angles that are in turn bolted to 
the center and side sills of the car.  On 
models, it looks better when you mount 
these types of detail parts away from the 
floor (on styrene or other types if strip 

material) as opposed to mounting them 
directly to the floor.   

Some who have modeled heavyweight 
Pullmans will notice that there is no 
underbody water tank.  The reason for this 
is that almost all NYC heavyweight coaches 
had water tanks mounted in the car roof, 
where they cannot be seen.  

At this point, the underbody is finished, 
ready for painting and you can declare 
victory.  The hardest part of the work is 
done.   

In the Jan 2022 edition of the NYCentral 
Modeler, Dave will continue with part 2 of 
this article. He will take us through the 
modeling of the car roof, body, interior and 
finish the car with paint and decals.   

If you are interested in learning more 
about the NYCS Standard, all steel, 

heavyweight coaches, just click here: 

https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2014
/03/nycheavyweightcoacharticle.pdf 
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Joe Rothwell Continues A Long-Envisioned O-Scale  
Live Steam Hudson In Next Issue – Part 2 

 
In the next issue we will continue Joe’s quest for a live-steam Hudson in the second of his articles as 
we follow Joe on his adventure. 

 
Dick Karnes’s 1938 NYC 20th Century Limited in S-Scale 

 
Here is the Dick’s diner #681 in its as delivered 1938 livery now ready for service! 
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Bob Chapman Tells Us How To Build Westerfield’s 70-Ton USRA-Design Hopper 
 

 
 

Bob’s completed Westerfield’s hopper is ready to run on his layout!! 

 
Dave Staplin Continues Upgrading & Air Conditioning A Branchline Coach – Part 2 

 

 
 

 Dave’s Frigidaire Style 1 air-conditioning unit that provides the cooling for his Branchline Coach. 
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Bob Shaw Continues His Series  

 

 

 
 

Wiring, Lamp and LED Options for Illuminating Structures 
 

 

 
St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet – July 30 - 31, 2021 

Article by DennisRegan in next Edition 

 
Dennis	Regan,	Carl	Wessel,	Frank	Bongiovanni,	Chuck	Beargie	and	Bob	Keeler	(l.	to	r.)	standing	at	
the	NYCSHS	table	at	the	St	Louis	Railroad	Prototype	Modelers	Meet,	July	30-31,	2021.	
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We are taking 2021 memberships now!!! 

Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships 
in the NYCSHS. 

Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 
You find them all. 

Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 
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Some excerpts from the New York Central System Central Headlight Flash Drive

 
 

March 1951 – A new icing plant at Wayneport, NY, services eastbound refrigerator cars carring 
perishables to Atlantic coast markets. From platform above the car top level, a chute carries ice to the 
bunker. This location of the plant, plus track and operating changes, speed through freights by 
bypassing Rochester, NY. 
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Buy one of the NYCS Central Headlight Magazines 1940 – 1968 flash 
drives and enjoy 100s of the types of ad, photos, and stories. 

Some Scans from the NYC Lines Magazine DVD 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 

 

 
 
NYC Lines Magazine covers from 1920 – Just three of the many covers of the magazines that were 
published by the NYC from 1921 – 1932.  Clearly 1920 was the year of the woman for the NYCLs. 

 

 
                        

The ads for products and photos are found on the NYCLs Magazine make this NYCSHS Flash Drive 
very interesting reading.  It is wonderful to be able to learn about the NYC in the days when our 
parents and/or grandparents may have ridden or watched the NYC as youngsters.  
 
New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The 
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time.  This ad brings back some interesting memories for those 
who saw these products in the homes of our parents and grandparents as we were growing up. For 
many of our younger members these are only things that disappeared before they were born. The 
NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of the issues of the magazine.  It was published from 
1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922.  Look 
for it in the Collinwood Shop https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-
and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

   
These ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. This one was an ad by 
ALCo and GE touting the FA/B/A performance from Selkirk and West Springfield on the Albany 
Division. 

 

 
An ad for the NYCS’s famous water level route.  Following WWII, the railroad was doing everything 
it could to boost passenger travel on its trains. Comfort and service were the key to attacting more 
passengers and making the road’s investment in millions of dollars worth of new equipment pay off. 
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NYCentral Modeler Final Thoughts 

Looks like Covid is continuing to impact all of us even though we have the vaccinations to kill 
the pandemic as the new variants continue to arrive.   Because of this new rise in people 
coming down with the virus we have cancelled the Mini Convention we had scheduled in 
Middelburg Heights, OH. We were very much looking forward to seeing some of you in 
person at the Mini. Perhaps we will be able to schedule another one in the spring. 

I hope that you have had some time to look at some of the NYCSHS members’ layouts on our 
NYCSHS website.  There are some great videos and photo sections there for you to enjoy. Take 
a look at the videos at: https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-videos/  and the 
photos at: https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-photos-of-nycs-models-and-
layouts/  and https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-photos-of-nycs-models-and-
layouts/nycshs-modelers-committee-nycs-modeling-photos/ 

There are many interesting sections under our “Modeling Resources” tab at: 
https://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/  Be sure to check them out and enjoy the great modeling 
that is going on at NYCSHS. 

As we move into fall, there will be some good opportunities for us to get back to modeling the 
NYCS in earnest.  As you do that, please take some photos of your work and write up a short 
article about it using the photo as a guide to what you write. We put a huge amount of effort 
into publishing this magazine for you and want to share some of what you do to model the 
NYCS with others.  

If you don’t feel that you can write an article, just send us the photos with some captions 
telling us what the photos are about. Share your skills, your models, and your layouts with 
us.  We want to see what you are doing to preserve the legacy of the NYCS in miniature.  We 
especially would like to see more O-, N-, S-, Large-Scale and O-gauge articles. Of course, we 
love the HO-scale ones as well. 

We continue to get articles from some of our past authors and some new ones and I know that 
they would really like to hear some feedback on what they do.  Please take a minute to send 
us an email telling us what you think about the magazine and the articles.  Send it to 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 

Thanks, Noel                                                                          
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo RS-11 - Script Logo - DC/Silent, 
DCC w/ Sound 

 
The first three RS-11s were produced by ALCO in February 1956 as a demonstrator set. This locomotive, 
classified by ALCO as model DL-701, was their first high-horsepower road switcher, intended to be a 
replacement for the very popular RS-3 road switcher. Featuring a V-12, 1,800 hp (1,300 kW) 251B diesel 
engine, the RS-11 was ALCO's answer to EMD's very successful GP9.  

The RS-11 could be set up for either freight or passenger service, with passenger units having a steam 
generator fitted into the short hood and a larger fuel/water tank beneath the frames. RS-11 units could 
be designated for either long hood or short hood forward operation.  

 Features:  

• Correct hood and roof profiles 3D scanned from the prototype 
• Operating number boards, headlights, class lights and cab control stand lighting 
• Working inspection lights in the inspection light castings 
• Straight metal side handrails with plastic stanchions 
• Huge amount of newly tooled roadname-specific details 
• Full underbody piping, conduits and steam lines, where appropriate 
• Correct roadname-specific corner steps 
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory 
• Heavy, die-cast chassis and full, multi-color interior 
• New, rock-solid 5-pole skew-wound motor with dual flywheels  
• DC/Silent (21-pin DCC Ready)/DCC with Sound 

Correct lettering on a correct model. One of the few locomotives delivered with the script oval. Class 
DRS-10A 8000-8008 built 6-7/1957. Renumbered 7600-7608 in 1966. 
 

Comes in four road numbers - You must select road number!! 
 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html 
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC EMD E-8A Cigar Band 
 

 
EMD’s E-8 were the quintessential North American passenger locomotive of the 1950s through the 
1970s. Four hundred fifty of the E8A and 46 E8B units were produced. The first E8s were delivered in 
1949, with the last E9 being produced in 1964. These units pulled passenger trains from coast to coast, 
and later became the backbone of Amtrak’s fleet in its early days. Many more were later used in 
commuter service before being retired. Today several units live on in museums and tourist railroads 
throughout North America. The NYC had 62 A-units. 
 
Features: 

• 3D laser-scanned body shell 
• Accurate nose and roof contours nose 
• Accurate back ends 
• No dynamic brake options 
• Dual steam generators, widely spaced 
• Single-headlight configuration 
• Freight pilot 
• Vertical Farr grills 
• Single MU door nose, right of headlight 
• Side Portholes 
• Cab-side walkway 
• Cab-side lifting lug covers 
• Non-skirted fuel tanks 
• Pilot MU hoses 
• Hyatt bearing trucks 
• Heavy die-cast chassis 
• Smooth running drive system with all wheels powered 
• Complete lighting effects – headlights, class lights, backup lights, ground lights, cab lights and 

more 
• Numerous road-specific detail parts in both plastic and etched metal 
       https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html 
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Railway Prototype Cyclopedia #35 - 1937 AAR Boxcar 

 
Volume 35 is a special super-sized edition comprising 385 pages, which contain much useful prototype 

information in one extensive, comprehensive article on the following subjects: 
Genesis of The A.A.R. Standard 40’ Box Car: a part of the continuing series covering 20th Century American box, 
automobile, and refrigerator car designs, the 385-page article by Pat Wider centers on the Association of 
American Railroads’ Standard Box Car of 1937. The A.A.R. design of 1937 was a further development of the 
American Railway Association’s Standard Box Car of 1932. Improvements included increased inside dimensions, 
better riding trucks, standardization of vendor-supplied car body components, improved friction draft gear and 
automatic air brake systems, longer-lasting wheels, stronger designs and floors, and safer and easier to operate 
power hand brakes. Brief histories of the standardization and impact of these various sub-systems on the railroad 
industry through World War II are included as well as descriptions of several post-war developments. This 
volume provides the ideal prelude to the 6-inch taller A.A.R. alternate standard boxcars built during and after 
the war. 

This comprehensive article includes 5 tables, 15 historical railroad industry sidebars, 33 industry trade ads, 47 
U.S. patents, 72 diagrams, and 428 B&W photographs of 10-foot inside height (or slightly less) A.A.R. Standard 
Box Cars of 1937 built from May 1936, until December 1948. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
 

Dining a La Pullman – The History of Pullman Dining Service – 1866 - 
1968 

 
Following up on his successful sleeping “hotel” cars of the 1860s, George Pullman invented the first railroad dining 
car, starting a century-long tradition of the Pullman Company providing its passengers with restaurant-quality meals 
on rails. This is the first telling of the story of Pullman’s dining service, with colorful menus, tasteful china and silver, 
popular recipes, and extensive interviews with retired Pullman chefs and waiters who served opera singers, actors, 
businessmen, and even the President of the United States. Authors Mulligan, Tilp, and Zimmermann explore the 
history, equipment, food, and people that made this unique era of travel possible. Tilp also covers the story of his 
company’s 1968 purchase of the Pullman restaurant-sleeper Lotos Club and the subsequent restoration and operation 
of what remains the most authentically restored Pullman car in the United States. Recipes for numerous classic Pullman 
meals and a selection of complete, historic Pullman menus round out this definitive volume on Pullman’s culinary 
legacy. 
 
Order online at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits 

(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)           (Lot 732 Pacemaker) 
 

 
 
The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. The 
50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 19000 
series caboose, they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of the body. 
In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment and were 
painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service. 
 
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less trucks 
but Wester fields Models has the correct trucks.   Offered here in the store at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html. The kits 
come with the decals for the appropriate caboose. 
 
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

 
Railfanning the Northeast 1934 – 1954 Vol. 4 NYC, NH and LIRR 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html  
 

 

New Book From 
Morning Sun Books. 
Lots of NYC Action!! 
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AMB N-Scale NYCS 19000 Wood Caboose Kit 

  
Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end walls, 
and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim assembly; 
laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window glazing, truss 
rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke jack; custom 
decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide information on 
painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included. 

 
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html   
 

Central Headlight DVD 1970 – 2017  

 
The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in  

any web browser.  The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members. 
Free Shipping. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html  
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC 

 
Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted 
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to P&LE 
9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These books are 
full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, builder’s 
construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases ultimate 
disposition. 
 
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years.  All of our copies of these books have been 
sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so.  This softcopy version has been 
made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS resource.  If 
you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you. 

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95  
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and 
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the 

same for members and non-members. 
 

Free shipping.   Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html  
 

View in Collinwood Shop at: 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html 
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NYCSHS Shoulder Bag 

              
The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four 
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap 
closures. 

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Special Sale Price $5.00 while they last!!! 

Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html   

 
HO-Scale Broadway Limited NYC Commodore Vanderbilt Hudson 

 

 
Features:  
- NEW Paragon3 Sound & Operation System FEATURING ROLLING THUNDERTM with Authentic Sounds and 

Prototypical Operation in both DC and DCC environments	
- Factory Installed Engineer / Fireman Figures	
- Synchronized Puffing Smoke with each Chuff	
- Variable Puffing Smoke Intensity and Timing	
- Locomotive Composition: Die Cast Body with Die Cast Chassis	
- Tender Composition: ABS Body with Die Cast Chassis	
- Couplers: (2) Operating Kadee or Compatible	
- Compatible Tracks: Code 70, 83, 100 Rail	
- Equipped with Traction Tires	
- Minimum Operating Radius: 18 in or greater	
Order Now At: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Broadway-Limited-HO-Scale_c_86.html  
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Bethlehem Car Works Passenger Car Kits 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
Lots of NYCS passenger cars. 

Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-Bethlehem-Car-Works-
Inc_c_108.html 
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD & Flash Drive 

 
The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until 
the final edition in October 1932.  It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers and 
employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad 
workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the 
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.  You will also find hundreds of 
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that 
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during 
those years that it was published. 

This DVD or Flash Drive contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set 
that was reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that 
research is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCSHS archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company for the NYC employees. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html  
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NYCS Central Headlight – 1940- 1968 (Historic Employee Magazine) 

 
The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 
1932 when they stopped publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock 
market crash. That magazine was called the New York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight 
in 1940 and continued to provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent 
railroad. 

It was published monthly by and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the 
New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad 
workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, 
the employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our 
previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 also available in digital form from 
the NYCSHS. 

Available on a flash drive in the Collinwood Shop: 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html 
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD 

  
The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication 
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS.  It is published quarterly and represents some very 
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years the 
quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved. 

This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in many 
of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the editions 
of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from scanned images 
of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research is very easy. This product 
is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCentral Modeler staff.  
These past editions are no long available for download from our website. 

Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018.  It contains 
many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by both 
NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS. 

The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html   
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images 

 
These CDs contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  They provide 
a small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive 
volunteers over many years.  The majority of archive photo collection comes from the many 
photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central Railroad.  Additional 
photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 
 
These CDs provide excellent photographs for pleasant viewing or provide details for 
modeling of these locomotives. 
 
We have several more being assembled and they will soon be added to the collection of 
available CDs containing locomotive images.  Right now, we are working on Hudsons, 
Niagaras, 0-8-0s, Fairbanks Morse road engines and switchers. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30  

and that is 30% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

More Locomotive Photo Collection CDs coming soon. 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html  
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NYCS Steam Loco Images 

 
NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority 
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn 
Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to 
as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all the NYC 0-8-0s.  
 

 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photos of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html  
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Check Out The Newest NYCSHS Archive Releases 
All New NYCSHS Archive Products Will Be  

Released on 
USB Flash Drives in Jewel Cases 

 

 
From Horsecars to Interurbans 

Oneida Railway Company  
 By John Taibi 
Digital Book 

Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html  
 

 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railway  

Complete Big Four ValMaps – Digital Map Set 
 

Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-
Maps-_c_180.html 

  
These are the first two of our releases on 3.0 drives replacing the 
DVD format we have used in the past. They are compatible with 
all old and new computers using 2.0 or 3.0 USB ports. Plug them 
into your USB port and they work just like the DVDs did. 
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Pittsburgh & Lake Erie In Allegheny County - Vol. 1 
Pittsburgh to Esplen 

 
This 322-page book opens with the story of the pivotal meeting that formed the P&LE when the 
founders and industrialists went to war with each other. The result was a railroad independent of the 
Pennsy and answerable only to the needs of Pittsburgh. It is no wonder that the line acquired the 
nickname “The Little Giant.” 373 black & white photographs, maps, engravings, and other ephemera 
form the nexus of this story. Years of research into the history of the P&LE and the local industries and 
environs served to elicit a wonderful story about the line and its association with the region.  
 
Images of P&LE, motive power, rolling stock, facilities, the South Side complex, steel mills and other 
industries, the “company” villages that housed the mill workers and their families, and steamboats on 
the Monongahela and Ohio rivers bring the story to life. This title is printed at 175-line screen on 80# 
Sterling Premium gloss paper as a flat-backed, Smyth-sewn, oblong, laminated hardcover with an 
additional protective gloss film lamination. Factory shrink wrapped. And as usual, the book is proudly 
manufactured in the USA. 
Order online at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Depot-Square-
Publishing_c_104.html 
Download form and send check: 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/pleinalleghenyorderform1.docx 
 
The Collinwood Shop has a very large collection of NYCS books 
available for purchase at the NYCSHS members’ discount of 20% 
off MSRP.  Shop for these wonderful books today at: 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html  
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NYCSHS Carries All Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC 
Videos 

                     
Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1  - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2 

 

                
Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3 

All of these videos are priced the same. 

This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing 
much of the history of our favorite railroad.  Many hours of enjoyment available at the 

members’ price of 20% off MSRP.   

The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Movie-DVDs_c_18.html 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version 

MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
  

Books, Books, Books 

 

 

 

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html 
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Lightning Stripe Gray or Black) 

   
 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Beer Stein 

 

 
 

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Pin 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary MTH HO-Scale Pacemaker 50th Anniversary 

Boxcar 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html   
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings (Continued) 

 
 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Early Bird NYC Jacket 

 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 

 
 

Bowser N-Scale NYC Cylindrical Hopper 

 
Features:  

• Crisp details and sharp painting and printing  
• Roller bearing trucks with Fox Valley Models metal wheels and body mounted knuckle couplers 
• Ready-to-run 
• Comes in three road numbers - You must select road number 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bowser-N-Scale-Models_c_219.html  
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NYC Hudson J-1a, J-1b, J-1c Steam Locomotives 
Flash Drive 

 
The New York Central Hudsons were a series of the 4-6-4 "Hudson" type steam locomotives built 
by the American Locomotive Company (ALCO) and the Lima Locomotive Works from 1927 to 
1938 for the New York Central Railroad. Named after the Hudson River, the 4-6-4-wheel 
arrangement came to be known as the "Hudson" type in the United States as these locomotives 
were the first examples built and used in North America. Built for high-speed passenger train 
work, the Hudson locomotives were famously known for hauling the New York Central's crack 
passenger trains, such as the 20th Century Limited and the Empire State Express.  

Each folder contains a collection of photos of the locomotive.  The roster and specifications for 
the early Hudson locomotives can be found along with an MS/Excel file describing the 
individual photographs. Contains 220 NYCSHS photos from the NYCSHS photo collection on a 
flash drive. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html 
 

We found some new NYC decal offerings and wanted to share them!! 

                 
 
New York Central Budd car safety striping.(L)   New York Central Cab Diesels (1945-1960) Diesel - Cabs - EMD E and F Lightning Stripe 
Scheme (R) 

http://greatdecals.com/ 
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From Grand Central to Albany 
 

New York Central's Water Level Route 
 

Along The Scenic Hudson 

 
The focus of this book on the Central’s “Glory Years” using a multitude of magnificent steam 
and early diesel photos taken along the Water Level Route by some of the most noted rail 
photographers of the 20th Century. Many of the images within have not previously been 
published and their original negatives and prints have been graciously loaned to the author by 
different Historical Societies and collectors to scan and present to readers on the pages within. 
 
This 336-page volume contains not only superb New York Central photos, but images of 
connecting railroads and industries of all sorts that were served by the Central in one capacity or 
another. There are even mining railroads that we had known little about before doing our 
extensive research. 
 
There are more than 650 images between the covers. We hope you will be taking this trip up the 
scenic Hudson Valley with us and enjoy it as much as we have. 

Collinwood Shop Purchasing: 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 

Or Download a Form & Mail a Check 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/pleinalleghenyorderform1.docx 
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Lima Locomotive Works Vol. 1 Super-Power Steam 
Locomotives (Re-release) 

Soft Cover 

 
This reproduces 4 Lima Locomotive Works catalogs: 
 
Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 1926 - This catalog details the benefits of the Super-
Power Steam Locomotive, a look at the tests performed on the engines, the operating results of 
the Boston & Albany 2-8-4 Berkshires, the Texas & Pacific 2-10-4 Texas Types and the new 
Illinois Central 2-8-4 then under construction.  
 
Lima Super-Power Steam Locomotives: 1930- This catalog looks at the use and performance of 
the Super-Power engines built for the Boston & Albany (2-8-4 Berkshires), Texas & Pacific (2-
10-4 Texas Types), Illinois Central (2-8-4 Berkshires), Erie (2-8-4 Berkshires), Boston & Maine (2-
8-4 Berkshires) and the components used in Super-Power Steam Locomotives.  
 
Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. 102. This is a brief look at some of the Super-Power Steam 
Locomotives built by Lima.  Includes photos and specifications of the locomotives.  
 
Lima Locomotive Works Bulletin No. R-2. This bulletin shows a variety of Lima Locomotives 
from small switchers to larger 4-8-2s, 2-8-2 and 2-10-2s. 
 
To Order Online in Collinwood Shop: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-
Books_c_53.html  
 
To Download a Form and Send in a Check:  
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/limalwvol1.pdf 
 






