1st Quarter 2021

On the Cover of This Issue

Thomas Lange Models a NYC Des-3
#562 In HO-Scale – Page 35

Volume 11
Number 1
_____________________________
Table Of Contents
Modeling A NYC DES-3 in HO-Scale
By Thomas Lange
Page 35
Modeling The Glass Train
By Dave J. Ross
Page 39

A Small Midwestern Town Along A
NYC Branchline
By Chuck Beargie
Page 44

Rich Stoving Shares Photos Of His
Modeling - Page 78

Upgrading A Walthers Mainline
Observation Car
By John Fiscella
Page 52
From Metal to Paper – Blending
Buildings on the Water Level
Route By Bob Shaw
Page 63
Upgrading A Bowser HO-Scale
K-11 By Doug Kisala
Page70
Kitbashing NYCS Lots 757-S & 766-S
Stockcars By Dave Mackay Page 85

Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals
in HO-Scale By Steve Lasher Page 89

Celebrating 50 Years as the Primer Railroad
Historical Society

NYCentral Modeler
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information
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New York Central System Historical Society
The New York Central System
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was
organized in March 1970 by the
combined efforts of several former
employees of the New York
Central Railroad. The NYCSHS is
chartered
as
a
non-profit
corporation under the laws of the
state of Ohio. The vision of the
NYCSHS is to be the preferred
source of information and
products related to the New York
Central System. The mission of the
NYCSHS is to perpetuate the
legacy of the New York Central
System
by
acquiring
and
preserving its history, traditions,
documents, and artifacts; and by
disseminating accurate information and products consistent with
good stewardship.
Your membership gets you four
issues of the popularly acclaimed

Central Headlight, the official
publication of the NYCSHS. The
Central Headlight is only available
to members, and each issue
contains a wealth of information
each quarter. From steam to diesel
(and electric), from freight to
passenger, from branchline to
mainline, the Central Headlight
covers them all. Our Annual
Meetings focus on the preservation
of New York Central railroad
history with informative speakers,
presentations, and tours. The
Society also has many NYC
reference books and drawings
available for purchase. Membership is open to all; so don't delay;
join today! www.nycshs.net
Or you may download a membership form at:
https://nycshs.org/nycshsmembership
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Harmon Files:
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Bob Shaw
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble
Layout Drawing Artist:
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The NYCSHS Modelers Committee
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members. We meet on the phone about once a
month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members.
The members of the committee are, Seth Lakin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, Paul
Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring,
Alex Schneider, Charles Newton, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, Vic Roman, Noel Widdifield,
and Rich Stoving.
We have released over 400 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 3,200
models and taken pre-orders for many more. We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and O-scale models
and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be released in coming months.
Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more information. Website: NYCSHS.org and
Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net
We have released many new NYC models over the last eight years, but if you have some ideas for us, contact
us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net
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Greetings from the NYCSHS President
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President
It looks like the Internet is going to be our best friend going forward. As much as it has influenced
our daily lives so far, there seems to be even more that it can do. This modeling magazine you are
reading has always been an online publication. It has brought may NYC modelers together and
contributed to our success as a Society. We’ve just reached another level in utilizing what the
Internet can do.
Last Saturday was our first “Modeler’s Mini-Convention” and held on-line via Zoom and
YouTube. While we had over 120 folks sign up, the attendance varied from 60 to 75 for the different
presentations. The last in-person Modeler’s Mini held in Ohio had about 25 attendees, so we’ve
more than doubled, and almost tripled the participation. I’m very pleased to say that it enabled
members from Australia and New Zealand to attend, which normally wouldn’t have happened. If
you missed it, you missed a very well-done program.
The Modelers’ Committee would like to do more of these. The missing ingredient to doing them is
getting presenters to share their favorite piece of the New York Central. This is where you come
in. If you have a lot of information to share about a favorite topic, we’d be glad to have you join in
the next Mini. All you need is a PowerPoint presentation, a decent internet connection, and a
willingness to talk on-line to us for around 45 minutes about your subject.
I extend my thanks at this time to those who researched the processes, organized the rehearsals,
practiced the hand-offs, and made the on-line programs work so well. Believe me, it almost didn’t
occur. If it wasn’t for some scrambling during the last week, there wouldn’t have been any way to
offer the programs. Hearty thanks go out to Manuel Duran-Duran, Bob McQueen, Seth Lakin, Jeff
English, Alex Schneider and Noel Widdifield. Their dedication to our Society is what makes us
what we are. We received many favorable reviews afterwards and need to continue on this path to
continue to be “The Road to the Future”.
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The NYCentral Modeler

From the Cab
Every issue I try to reflect on what is going on in the
world and in the modeling hobby. Right now, not
much is happening because of the COVID-19
situation.
We have cancelled our convention for 2020 and for
2021, but just had a successful Mini-Con 2020 with
over 70 members and non-members viewing the
four presenters. We got some excellent feedback
that those that attended were very pleased with the
production.
Our model offerings have slowed but there are still
several exciting ones in the Collinwood Shop for
you to consider.
I am very pleased with the variety of articles we
have in this edition and look forward to seeing
some more from you who want to share your talent
with us. It doesn’t have to be something you are
working on now. We are also interested in those
efforts from the past that you are proud of and
would be willing to share.
If you have photos or models that you haven’t
shared with us in past editions, please consider
contacting us and adding your talent to the many
who have shown off their NYCS modeling in the
past.
If you are interested, please contact me at:
nfwiddifield@nycshs.org or call me at 703-407-3059.
Let us see what you model on the NYCS.

NYCSHS Publications & Info

This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose of
providing NYCS modeling information. It is a
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for
personal use only. It is not for sale.
We encourage articles and photos submitted for
publication. Materials submitted are considered to
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her
representative(s). The Society reserves the right to
reject, for any reason, any material submitted.
We need articles for scales in addition to HO. We
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-,
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales, but
want more non-HO articles.
Please contact the editor for submission information
and guidelines. We have a style guide to be used for
articles and will send it to any aspiring author.
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 480
pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format. Statements
and opinions made are those of the authors and
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society.
We make every effort to ensure all information is
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for
accuracy. All articles and photos should be sent to:
NYCBigFour@verizon.net

We really want to hear what you think
concerning this issue and about your modeling
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/New-YorkCentral-System-Historical-Society302109173240295/

NYCSHSFacebook

NYCSHS-Members

NYCSHS Central Headlight: R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net

NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org

NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trgerbracht@nycshs.org

NYCentral Modeler

NYC Passenger Cars: Dave Mackay: dtmackay@nycshs.org
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NYCSHS Announces Another New Exciting Book

Know Thy Late Mohawks
By Tom Gerbracht

Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
Director and former President
Limited production run, hard cover,
using the best paper stock and
outstanding photo reproduction, and
sewn binding for permanency
Very limited quantity of numbered
and signed copies available as a
separate store item

•
•

•

The New York Central System
Historical Society announces the final
book of the Central’s steam power
triumvirate.
This hard cover book
completes the documentation of the
New York Central’s Mohawk class, the
L-3 and L-4 Mohawks.
•

•
•
•

Detailed history of the late Mohawk
design of 1940, and the final L-4
design of 1942, using official railroad
records and drawings, and profusely
illustrated using an outstanding
collection
of
high-quality
photographs from the Society’s
Collection and other collections,
many previously unpublished
Over 300 pages and photographs,
including a 32-page color section
Informative captions
Useful to modelers and historians

The book describes and illustrates the
original late Mohawk design, and the
evolution of the basic design that
resulted in the L-4 Mohawk, perhaps
the best dual service two-cylinder
steam
locomotive
design
ever
developed. Included is a separate
section on late Mohawk tenders, one of
the secrets of the Mohawk’s success.
Oddities are identified, and the final
days of late Mohawk operation are also
fully documented, including last runs.
The late Mohawk design is compared
with contemporary steam designs used
by other railroads in the Central’s
service area.
•
•

•
•

All proceeds donated to the NYCSHS
MSRP $89.99 NYCSHS Members
$71.99

Limited number of signed and
numbered copies $250.00
Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers
and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio
Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping
costs

Dealer Inquires Welcome at NYCSHS@verizon.net
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ORDER FORM

Know Thy Late Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________
Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________
Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of
Copies___________________
Signed & Numbered Copies__________________

Amount Enclosed:_______________ Ohio residents add 8% sales tax.

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net

Mail to:
NYCSHS, Know Thy Late Mohawks
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764

Single Book Prices
NYCSHS
Member
$71.99

Non-Member
Price
89.99

Shipping & Handling
Cost
$10.00

Ohio
Sales Tax
8%

Limited number of signed and numbered copies: $250.00
Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs. They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop.

Limited Edition Signed Copy
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio
Sales Tax Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to:
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost.
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NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book

Know Thy Early Mohawks
By Tom Gerbracht

standard freight hauler on the railroad and
lasted into 1957, the very end of the
railroad’s steam operations. The Mohawk
type locomotive was the third type of the
famous New York Central steam
triumvirate,
consisting
of
Hudsons,
Mohawks, and Niagaras. The large quantity
of 600 Mohawks operated by the Central,
and their long service life, requires two
books to adequately describe and
document the Mohawk type. The final book
describing the triumvirate, consisting of
“late” Mohawks, is on schedule for release
in 2020.

•

•

•
•
•
•

Detailed history of NYC Early
Mohawks (1916 - 1930) from official
Railroad Record Cards and official
NYC drawings
Over 250 pages and 200 photographs,
many previously unpublished, data,
drawings and a 32-page color section
Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
director and former president
Hard cover with complete Early
Mohawks' history
Limited publication run
Very limited quantity of numbered and
signed copies available as a separate
store item

This hard cover book completely
documents the New York Central’s early
Mohawks, built in the period 1916 through
1930. The early Mohawks became the

Know Thy Early Mohawks describes the
original landmark design and its evolution
through the L-2D class of 1930. The design
is compared with predecessor freight
locomotives used by the Central and
contemporary Mountain types used by
other major railroads. The book contains
over 200 high quality photographic images,
many previously unpublished, and data,
drawings, and documentation from the
official New York Central files that will be
useful to modelers and historians. A 32page color section is included.
Available in Collinwood Shop

MSRP $79.95 NYCSHS Members $63.96
Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers and
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax
Non-US buyers pay actual shipping
costs

Dealer Inquires Welcome at NYCSHS@verizon.net
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ORDER FORM

Know Thy Early Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________

Phone Number or Email address(Required)_____________________________________________

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________

Amount Enclosed:_______________ Ohio residents add 8% sales tax.

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net

Mail to:
NYCSHS, Know Thy Early Mohawks
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764

Single Book Prices
NYCSHS
Non-Member
Shipping & Handling
Ohio
Member
Price
Cost
Sales Tax
$63.95
$79.95
$10.00
8%
Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs. They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop.

Limited Edition Signed Copy
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio Sales
Tax Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to:
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost.

Dealer Inquires Welcome at NYCSHS@verizon.net
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Thomas Lange – Modeling A NYC Des-3 #561 In HO-Scale

Page 35

Thomas lives in Germany close to Hanau which is approximately 25
miles east of Frankfurt Airport (former Rhein-Main airbase). Educated
as a dental technician and having worked for nearly 40 years in labs and
dental industry he now enjoys retirement.
He was infected with the railroad bug in early childhood, but during high school interests
changed to H0 scale cars. The railroad bug bit again when he saw the Bachmann 3-truck shay
the first time. This led him into American and logging railroads. Next to railroad modelling
he also collects antique HO-scale rolling stock and has also made cooking a hobby.

Dave Ross – Modeling The Glass Train

Page 39

Dave Ross, author of the recent Central Headlight article, “To The Stars by
Steam”, is a retired minister living in North Canton, Ohio. He’s a longtime
amateur astronomer and first learned about The Glass Train and the
contribution of the railroads to the Mt. Palomar project in the pages of Sky and
Telescope (April 1986). His other hobby originates with the Lionel 746 J from

childhood that he set up every Christmas with his family. Of his three adult children the youngest
has taken up O-scale and together they now enjoy a permanent layout shared with his three
grandchildren.

Otherwise, Ross doesn’t have much of a railroad background, except for the one memorable
summer in his college years when he worked the yards at Copperweld Steel in his hometown of
Warren, Ohio with “Mac” as his engineer. It helped him relate to some of the railroaders later in
his congregations who worked the Wheeling and Lake Erie, the Nickel Plate, and other lines. Ross
was delighted to discover the modelers he met online who have tried their hands at The Glass
Train. There are others out there, no doubt.

Chuck Beargie – Modeling A Small Midwestern Town Along A NYC Branchline

Page 44

Chuck Beargie has been a model railroader since his high school days, and
from the beginning has been a prototype modeler. Through most of the
1980s and 1990s he researched and modeled the Sierra Railroad of California.
However, after nearly two decades, his interest in the Sierra started to wane.

NYCentral Modeler
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He looked around at other prototypes to model, and settled on the town of Jefferson, Ohio,
which was on the Franklin / Oil City branch of the NYC. The primary focus is on the 1920s,
but other eras are researched and simulated as well.
Chuck’s research activity for modeling Jefferson Ohio led him to joining the NYCSHS in 2001
(member # 5459). The 2000’s were challenging times for the society. He became more active,
joining the Board of Directors in 2010, and becoming the Archivist in 2011. He resigned these
positions upon relocating from Cleveland to St. Louis in 2015. Due to the pandemic, Chuck
has elected to postpone his retirement as an aerospace quality engineer from this June to at
least the end of 2020.

John Fiscella – Upgrading A Walthers Mainline Observation Car

Page 52

John Fiscella has been replicating passenger based upon consists and has
over 30 different completed passenger trains. He scratchbuilds and kit
bashes cars for these consists. He has researched prototypical operations for
the San Diego & Arizona Eastern railroad for the San Diego Model Railroad
Museum. He has scratch built 9 passenger cars, 4 cars, which are for the 1938
20th Century Limited, and kit bashed another 20 or so.
His collection of prepared passenger service cars is about 250, and his total collection is about
1,200. He is in the process of filing and satisfying AP certificates for my NMRA Master Model
Railroader. He lives in San Diego, CA and has Bachelors and Masters Degrees, and completed
course work for an eventual PhD in engineering. His career has been in engineering for
various technical firms in southern California.

Bob Shaw – From Metal To Paper – Blending Buildings on the Water Level Route

Page 63

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central began
as a boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as they drove
by the huge ALCO Works. He marveled at the massive new engines,
many with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa left a “real”
Lionel 2026 steam engine set under the tree later that year.
Bob likes to talk trains with friends as a member of NYCSHS, TCA (Train Collectors
Association) and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society).
Bob has written 20 previous layout articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout
and restoring Lionel engines. In Part 21 of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob
discusses “blending” together buildings of various materials and sizes to maximize good
looks and interest.
Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher,
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan.

NYCentral Modeler
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Doug Kisala – Upgrading A Bowser HO-Scale K-11 4-6-2

Page 70

Thanks to supportive grandparents and parents, Doug liked trains since he was
a toddler. His favorite modeling timeframe is the late 1940s. He liked the time
machine aspect of model railroading. Creating steam engines, he never got to
see in revenue service is a lot of fun for him. His favorite steam engines in both
prototype and model form are 4-6-2s, though he happily builds or kitbashes
almost any medium-sized steam power. He also enjoys modeling steam-era commuter trains
and passenger cars from mostly New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania railroads.
He does mix in some present-day railfanning. His favorite steam-powered trips were behind
preserved Southern Pacific 4-6-2 2472 which was running on the Niles Canyon Railroad (not
far from San Francisco) when he rode their trains and a 2-8-0-powered excursion that ran in
Italy and Slovenia. So far, his favorite museums are the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania,
the California State Railway Museum, and the British National Railway Museum at York.

Dave Mackay – Kitbashing NYCS Lot 757-S & 766 -S Stock Cars

Page 85

Dave’s Society participation started when he attended his first NYCSHS Annual
Convention in Albany and wanted to help with growth of the Society. This was
in part from the modeling assistance he has received from Rich Stoving,
Director Emeritus. He is currently the President of the Society.
Dave is retired as the Training Director for a Hydronic Heating Manufacturer’s
Rep.Agency in the Metropolitan New York and New Jersey Area. He and his wife now live in
the Lexington, KY area and he spends his time working on his new home, his pickup truck
and beginning to re-establish his NYCS layout.

Steve Lasher/Russ Weis – Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale

Page 89

Steve Lasher was born in Cleveland; he developed an early interest in the
NYC. After stints of working for the Rock Island and then Cotton Belt, a career
change led to a 30-year career in nursing. He currently resides in
Jeffersonville, IN and derives great pleasure from making Russ Weis cringe
with new improvements and projects.
Russ Weiss is a retired airline pilot, but I always had a love of trains. Growing
up in the Detroit area, my father at my request would take me to the Michigan
Central station to watch the trains come and go. It is no wonder why he
wanted to model the New York Central with Buffalo being the main focal
point of the layout for all the possibilities with operations.

NYCentral Modeler
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I m a g in e Y ou rs elf P ictu red H ere w ith th e T itle of Y ou r A rticle a n d P a g e #
We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear about
your layout, collection of modeling skills.
All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write about
it. Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something for your
hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos. If you have a
collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then just write about
how and why you have collected what you have.
We are prepared to help you do this. All you need to do is contact us and we will provide the
help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us.
We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling. We would
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course we want lots of photos and
captions for each photo to share with our readers.
Step up and begin writing an article for us today. You will love seeing your name and article
title here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine.

Hall of Heroes- We have three new authors to receive our NYCSHS
Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their
first article in the magazine.
The new authors are Doug Kisala, John Fiscella and Thomas Lange.
Why don’t you write one for us???

NYCentral Modeler
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo”

Tell us what you think this car might be and what this was for. If you are really good, you can give
us a date for the photo. Send your answers to nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org

Did Your Grandfather or Great-Grandfather Have One Of These?
NYCentral Modeler
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Just Released

This CD contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. It provides a
small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS
Archive volunteers over many years. The majority of archive photo collection comes
from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central
Railroad. Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the
NYCSHS.
These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were
sometimes referred to as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes
a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s. An Excel spreadsheet is included with all of
the information available for each photo. (Not always a lot as the photographers did not
always leave good documentation.) The spreadsheet has links that take you directly to
the photos. (The links do not work on Macintosh computers because for some reason
Microsoft chose to disable this capability.)
This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCSHS
archive volunteers.
Don't miss out on this collection of images from the NYCSHS archives. This collection
contains 165 images. https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html

NYCentral Modeler
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It has arrived!!

Watch
for
an
announcement for
other
up-coming
addition to the
expanding collection of NYC Locomotive
digital
photos on flash

This is a publicity
shot of the ALCoSchenectady, NYC
K-5b, #4915, James
Whitcomb
Riley,
shot at Chicago, IL.

drives.

NYC Locomotive Photo Collection “Streamliners”

You can find it at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-PhotoCollections_c_163.html
Or just look in the Shop under the Digital Photos section.

Accurail B&A 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H)
40'8" All Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html
NYCentral Modeler
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N-Scale Locomotives
GHB International

Photo is of the HO version.

NYC J-3a Streamlined Hudson
New N Scale Model Announcement from GHB
International.
We are in discussion with Boo Rim Precision of
S. Korea, one of the best ultra-high quality brass
locomotive manufacturers for a new N scale
steam locomotive model.
As you know Kato will be producing 13 N scale
cars for the very famous New York Central 20th
Century Limited streamlined train. Kato will
also supply 2 N scale EMD E7A diesels to
power the train.
We thought it would also be nice to have the
famous J3a streamlined Dreyfus Hudson 4-6-4
for the Kato train. And we also wanted to have
a beautifully detailed, excellent performing,
factory painted, DCC sound equipped N scale
J3a Hudson made by the renowned Boo Rim
Precision of S. Korea. Boo Rim has already
produced the HO version for the Precision
Scale Company and is well acquainted with the
J3a details.

N-Scale Rolling Stock
Atlas

NYC 50' GA RBL Boxcar
This 50’ General American Corporation RBL
(AAR class for an insulated bunkerless
refrigerator car with loading devices), designed
in the early 1960s, was revolutionary for its all-

NYCentral Modeler

welded body construction and wide variety of
load restraining devices available to customers.
These cars were designed for transporting
goods that needed to be shielded from extreme
temperature variations. While initially used to
transport canned goods and newsprint, the cars
became very popular for shipping beverages
and perishables. While not providing actual
refrigeration, a refrigerated load could expect
to hold its temperature within a few degrees for
several days in transit.
Features:
• All-new tooling!
• Ready to run
• Injection molded plastic
• Fine scale detail
• Separately applied wire cut levers
• Etched metal roofwalks
• Crisp painting/printing
• Etched metal crossover platforms
• Comes in three road numbers
MSRP $31.95 Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr. 2021
Available in the Collinwood Shop at
Members Discount
RailSmith

NYC Coach Pair
New York Central ordered a whopping 152 of
these coaches from Pullman-Standard. They
were delivered in 1946. Assigned around the
system, these coaches could be found almost
everywhere.
Pullman plan number 7484, this model is
EXACTLY 100% prototype! This release is in
the ‘as delivered’ scheme, all silver with black
lettering.

1st Quarter 2021
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There are two road numbers in this run. This
selection New York Central Coach Pair is for
two coaches.
Coaches like these were added to the 20th
Century Limited in the 1950s.
MSRP $89.00 Expected Delivery March 2021

HO-Scale Rolling Stock
Bethleham Car Works

NYC Style 3 Baggage Car Kit
Features
• The roof, side, ends, floor and diaphragms
are 3D printed.
• Working on 3D printed Commonwealth
four-wheel trucks with Branchline
bearings. Samples were used on the car.
MSRP $89.95 less trucks and couplers
Expected Delivery TBD
Available in the Collinwood Shop at
Members Discount

Features:
Realistic stainless-steel finish
Track-powered interior lighting
compatible with DC and DCC layouts
• Full underbody detail including separate
air, steam and electrical lines
• Separate metal grab irons, stirrups and end
gates
• Accurate D22 brake equipment and piping
• Super-detailed 41-NDO-11 trucks with end
frames
• Full, multi-color interior detail
• 3D CP beaver shields on CPR models - not
just a printed picture!
• Sprung diaphragms
• Metal Macdonald-Cartier knuckle couplers
• Four Road Numbers
A nicely detailed good stand in. All the other
dorm cars NYC were Pullman or part of a twin
unit diner. The NYC cars had vestibules and a
couple more windows, but a good stand in.
MSRP $109.95 Expected Delivery 2021
Available in the Collinwood Shop at
Members Discount
•
•

Central Ohio Model Railroad Club

Rapido

NYC Budd Baggage-Dorm
Pullman-Standard may have been America’s
largest railroad car manufacturer, but Budd
was without a doubt the most stylish. And
Rapido’s new Baggage-Dorm reflects that style.
Baggage Dormitory cars were used on many
trains throughout North America, providing
baggage/express service along with sleeping
quarters for the on-board service crew. In later
years, many of these cars lost their bunks and
were converted to full baggage cars. The model
is based on the Canadian Pacific prototype
built by Budd in 1954/55. Many railroads
operated similar cars.
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The car is a Box Car from the Big Four line,
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and St.
Louis Railway. The box car kit is made by
Accurail and is available in two numbers,
91002 and 91020.
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Cars can be purchased and shipped to any US
address. Shipping charges to a US address are
$8 to ship one car kit, and $10 to ship two car
kits. Ohio residents must add 7.5% state sales
tax ($1.88) for each car ordered. Checks should
be made out to COMRC.
Cars can be ordered by sending a check, cash
or money order to:
2020 COMRC Club Car
Attention: Bill Alarie
632 D’Lyn St.
Columbus, OH 4322
MSRP $25.00 Expected Delivery Now
https://www.comrc.club/2020/09/14/he-2020central-ohio-model-railroad-club-car-is-nowavailable/
Toy Sets
Lionel

NYC Ready-To-Play Train Set
Looking for the perfect starter set for your little
one? Look no further! Our Lionel New York
Central Ready-to-Play set is sure to get your
little engineer excited about running the rails.
This affordable and highly detailed freight train
not only matches the authentic look-and-feel of
an iconic road name but also comes complete
with all the track, power, cars and control you'll
need to get started!
SET INCLUDES:
• Battery-Powered diesel locomotive
• Boxcar
• Tank Car
• Caboose

NYCentral Modeler

24 curved and 8 straight plastic track
pieces
• RC Remote Control
LOCOMOTIVE:
• Authentic train sounds including horn
and whistle
• Working headlight
• Requires 6 C cell batteries (not included)
• TRACK:
• 50" x 73" oval of Ready-to-Play track
RC REMOTE:
• Designed for easy use
• Clearly marked buttons allow train to
go forward and reverse, sound the
whistle, and activate the horn
• Requires 3 AAA batteries (not include
MSRP $99.95 Expected Delivery Now
•

Magazines
Classic Trains
Fall 2020

“Charlie’s Photo Album, by NYCSHS
Member, Fred B. Furminger, pp 46 – 53
This article features the photos of Charles A.
Erler who documented the railroads of
western New York just before and after
WW-II. It includes some NYC info and
photos.
“The Way It Was – Left in the lurch in
Boston” by Herb Harwood, Jr., pp. 78 – 79
The story of turning the train carrying FDR
on
a
re-election
campaign
from
Washington, DC to Boston and the
challenges faced in turning the train in
Boston for the return to Washington. The
Boston & Albany was responsible for the
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train in Boston so the challenge was faced
by the B&A- NYCS employees. It is an
interesting story about Herb’s father’s
responsibility for that.

trains. There are several NYC routes
included.
Model Railroad News
October 2020

Pullman, Americans Hotel on Wheels
Holiday 2020

This 108-page special issue from Classic
Trains features the luxury and excellence of
Pullman trains. These articles take you
back to the era of train travel at its best!
They include first-person recollections of
Pullman employees and passengers, how
Pullman routed its cars, and the various
types of Pullman cars and accommodations.
This is an excellent publication for those
interested in the classic era of passenger
trains.
“Tales of the Century”, pp 18 – 25 by Harry
Lee Stuart and reprinted from May 1954
Trains magazine.
The author relates his experiences over the
years of travel on the 20th Century Limited
and reminisces about the luxury of Pullman
travel.
“Transcontinental Trains That might
Have Been” by Richard Tower, pp 96 – 106

“Second Chances: Rapido Trains’ ALCo FA-2
/ FPA-2 Rerun and New Boosters, by David
Otte, pp. 44 – 55
The article is a review of the Rapido Trains HOScale locos and contains considerable
discussion of the NYC version of the loco.
There are several photos of the NYC version
and the references include our New York Central
System Diesel Locomotives book.

Model Railroad News
October 2020

“Kato’s NYC 20th Century Limited Delivers
Soon”, p. 23
Details of the upcoming release of the Kato
EMD E-7a’s and 9-car and 4-car add-on sets of
NYC 20th Century Limited passenger cars.
Railroad Model Craftsman
October 2020

This article talks about the impediments
that prevented a true transcontinental
passenger service in the US.
There is also a chart providing the details of
post WW-II transcontinental pullman

NYCentral Modeler
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“Test Track – Rapido Trains PullmanStandard Lightweight Diner” by Robert Zenk,
pp. 22 – 25
The article is an excellent review of the Rapido
diner. These cars come in a variety of road
names including the NYC in two-tone gray.
They were offered in the Collinwood Shop for
pre-orders and delivered earlier this year.
Several members purchased these cars.
Railroad Model Craftsman
November 2020
“59th And Rust, by Ray O’Neill, pp. 38 – 43
Interesting article about a British exhibition
layout set in the 1960s and featuring several
photos that include NYCS and Penn Central
locos and rolling stock.
Trains Magazine
December 2020

“The Day Railroading Fell Apart, by Rush
Loving, Jr., pp. 20 – 31
An interesting behind the scenes article about
the bankruptcy of the Penn Central. No
surprises for NYC fans, but very interesting
reading and several photos of former NYC
locos and rolling stock.

Announcements

Archer Dry Transfers Thirty-plus years ago the
dry transfer technology that put the "Fine" in
Archer Fine Transfers was state of the art today it's obsolete. Originally used by graphic
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designers to show clients what their packaging
would look like, today all of that is done with
computers and printers that print the same
design directly onto the package prototype for
a tiny fraction of the price. As a consequence,
the demand for dry transfer chemistry has
declined dramatically.
When I started this business thirty-plus years
ago we could buy the required chemicals from
numerous different suppliers. Today there is
only one, and the only company that
manufactures the key ingredient, an adhesive
with an extended shelf life, has informed our
supplier that it is now no longer available.
Sadly, this leaves Archer with no option other
than to discontinue manufacturing our dry
transfers.
Therefore, starting today we are clearing out
our entire inventory of DRY TRANSFERS
ONLY.
THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE:
Waterslide Decals
AFT Decals
Fabric Texture Appliqués
Fabric Texture Uniform Patches
Surface Details.

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc. announced that they
have purchased Chooch Enterprises and
that Chooch is now a member of the
Walthers family of products!
The entire line of products including all
tooling and inventory. Walthers will
continue to market and sell all of Chooch
products.
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Chooch was incorporated in 1974 and
became one of the first model railroad
companies to offer polyurethane resin
scenery and white metal products. Over the
years they expanded to offer adhesives
paints, and flexible wall products.

Posters From the New York Central
Collection

Visit the Walthers’ website for details.
https://www.walthers.com/choochenterprises

NYCS Matchbook Cover

NYCS 1943 Menu Cover

NYCentral Modeler
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Dear New York Central System
Historical Society,
THANK YOU for your help by making it
possible for me to get in touch with Mr.
Ronald Cady which led to the purchase of
his much- desired DVD, New York Central's
Michigan Area Lines.
I would never have been able to have done
so without your generous help!
THANK YOU!!!! Sincerely,
Earl Higgins (a grateful NYC fan)
Earl,
Glad we could help.
Thanks, Noel
Greetings,
I know over their history cabooses came in
a variety of lengths and shapes. As newer
cabooses came along, older cabooses were
either scrapped, rebuilt, or designated for
different assignments.
Q: Generally speaking, did the length of a
caboose ever dictate what kind of service it
was used in - e.g., local vs branchline vs fast
freight, etc.?
With NYC cabooses I've seen lengths of 20',
24', 26', 30', 32', and 36'. And I'm sure there
are others. I recently purchased an
undecorated brass 24' NYC caboose. I was
just curious what types of service one
would or should expect for a caboose that
length, or any of the other above lengths.
Thanks, Tom Stage

NYCentral Modeler

Tom,
Caboose lengths varied by applicable laws
at the time they were built, the states they
were intended to operate in, with different
predecessor roads they were built for and
any previous cars they were used as bases.
Some states allow the use of bobber
cabooses a lot longer than others. Some cars
were built on the frames of 36’ boxcars,
some rebuilt from 36’ boxcars themselves.
The length did not dictate an assignment,
but as the steel cars started to come in the
1950s, the woodies were bumped to
Branchline and local service.
The length was more of a predecessor
railroad choice. Even later on the wood
cabooses tended to stay in their home area.
Yes, the Ex Big Four cabooses were seen in
New York State and ex Michigan Central
Cabooses in Boston, but those were the
exception.
Your brass caboose is likely an exT&OC/K&W design, that would be
commonly found on the former lines in
Ohio and West Virginia. It’s not to say that
one could have made it to Montreal, but to
find one, the ex-TOC lines would be its
home.
Seth Lakin
Jens Fricke, Hamburg, Germany
Attached are copies of the 3rd Qtr. 2020
edition you are missing. Please be sure to
update your email address when you
change it in the future to avoid missing
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copies.

Francois,

Thanks for being a member, Noel

There was a S-2a numbered 5500. The S-1a
was umbered 6000 and the S-2a’s were
numbered 6001- 6025. I hope that answers
your question. Do you have any idea when
the model was manufactured? It does not
have the elephant ears (smoke deflectors)
that many a Niagara was so equipped.

Hello Noel,
Thank you very much for the copies. The
third edition was very important to
me because I own the Commodore
Vanderbilt in Z gauge and I love this tiny
locomotive. It is always wonderful to read
something about the prototype.

Thanks, Noel

Thanks again, Jens

Good evening,

Hello,

Thank you for your quick reply.

First, I hope all is well on your side!
I have a question about a Bachmann HO
scale model. It's like a 4-8-4 Niagara, but I
can't find anywhere in the rooster its
number # 5016.
I saw that there was a # 5500 series, but not
#5016 is this a numbering error or a
"wacky" numbering?
In addition, this model does not have a
"smoke barrier" like the other Niagara, a
specificity of this series.

I think from my Google research that the
model is around 2012. I think the model
was sold WITHOUT ELEPHANT EARS, as
there is (it seems) something to hang on the
model.
I think I will model the ELEPHANT EARS
in 3D and print.
There was only one number in 5500? Just
the 5500?
Thank you very much
Francois,
You are correct. Only one of the S-2a’s
was built.

Take care of you all,
Francois Cottebrune, France

NYCentral Modeler

If you need anything else, let us know. I
would be very interested in your modeling
over there. I am the editor of the NYCentral
Modeler. I would love an article about
some of your modeling of the NYC.
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out in November? I have not seen anything
on the website regarding it. Also, this is an
announcement by Pacific Western Rail
Systems. Someone needs to write them
about their write-up. For one thing, the red
carpet did not stretch from the observation
to the engine. In later years, it ran from the
check-in desk to the observations, I don’t
know about earlier times. If this will be
available, I certainly will order a full set.

Thanks, Noel
Noel,
I think the membership modeling in NScale should be well pleased with this
set. While they took a shortcut here and
there, overall, it's a nice job. The RPO
model is the ONLY one ever commercially
produced with the correct post-war roof
vents. They flew over the real car stored
down in Indiana with a drone to get one
vent fixed!
They sent me the set for helping and if we
ever can do in-face meetings again.

Dave
Staplin,
NYCSHS
(Passenger Car Expert)

Member

Noel,
Will the Collinwood Shops be offering the
Kato 20th Century Limited when it comes

NYCentral Modeler

Thanks, Bruce Alcock, NYCSHS Life
Member
Bruce,
It was in the Collinwood Shop for several
weeks until the pre-order date passed. If
you didn’t order one from us then, you will
need to try to find it elsewhere.
Thanks, Noel
Noel,
I was especially interested in Mark Sklar's
HO model four track signal bridge in the
current issue of For the Modeler.
There are some things he might consider:
Since he has the program for HO scale, has
he given any thought to a bridge for us OGaugers/O-Scalers? How may would
have to be reserved for the price to come
down to a number that would encourage
multiple purchases? Ideally, if the bridge
could be modified for two tracks, with
spacers available for either three or four
tracks, that would encourage additional
ordering. Also, any O-Gauge/O-Scale
bridge should probably assume 4-1/2-inch
track centers as a bridge that would work
for everyone.
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I have numerous images made over several
years of the "Line West" (of Buffalo) bridges
in this area, with the intent of making up to
four in styrene for my layout, but somehow
never got around to it. 3D printing would
no doubt yield a much better result.
Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS Director
Hello Tom,
I am selling only HO-scale bridges to some
local modelers. I have not considered
printing the signal bridge in larger scales.
The bridge was designed to be printed in
one piece. Larger scales would require the
bridges to be printed in sections on my
printer. New 3D model drawings would be
needed and I do not want to make new 3D
models, as they are very time consuming
for me. Also, it took a lot of time
experimenting to get the HO bridge to print
correctly, which I don't want to go through
again.
I'm sorry I could not help you. Thank you
for all you do for the NYCSHS.
Best regards, Mark Sklar
Hi Noel,
A query regarding shipping charges…
Ham’s picture book about the Put looks just
as good as his West Shore tome, (which I
had shipped to my mate in Jersey and
collected in person whilst gallivanting
around the globe a few years back.)
I got a NYCSHS website quote of US$76 to
have the Put book posted to NZ. Is that
accurate? Just checking, in case something’s
[hopefully] awry with the shipping
NYCentral Modeler

calculator. But I suspect, post COVID, that
this is the new normal and I’d be better off
buying some of the society’s photo
collections as opposed to buying heavy
(costly to ship) books.
Cheers, Philip Darkins, Wellington NZ
Phil,
I checked with our shipping agent and he
confirmed that is the correct cost for
shipping the book to you. As I am sure you
are aware, we have no control over these
shipping costs and they have been going up
again as they do pretty regularly.
The costs make it very difficult on our
members who live outside the US, but our
domestic shipping costs continue to rise at
about the same rate as those for overseas.
I wish we could do something about these
costs but have no control over them. I know
that some of our non-US members have
some sort of an arrangement with someone
here in the states that allows us to ship to
them rather than overseas and that must be
an arrangement that saves them some
money, but I have no knowledge of how it
works.
Thanks, Noel
Noel,
I certainly do understand the situation. We
have a product called You Shop, run by NZ
Post, which distributes US-purchased
goods to NZ from a warehouse in Oregon.
They’ve recently started a ‘surface shipping’
service, which is obviously in direct
response to the negative impact of COVID
on reducing air freight capacity and
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resultant increases in demand and price. I’ll
check them out to see if their service makes
things any more accessible.
Thanks for your trouble.
Cheers, Phil
Good Morning,
I'm an aspiring model railroad enthusiast
who grew up in NYC and still to this day
love to ride the rails and do so as often as I
can when on business and social travel. I'm
considering building a dream urban layout
in HO scale to include Grand Central
Station and underground tracks/trains that
come up onto elevated Park Avenue tracks
and pass through a replica of an elevated
125th Street station. This layout will be
built in stages with an eventual suburban
stop and a loop back through a tunnel and
back into Grand Central Station.
I saw Manuel Duran-Duran’s HO-Scale
Modeling rendition of an unfinished scene
of the 125th Street Station area on Park
Avenue in New York City. Would your
organization have any specs for that HO
scale design. Also, any suggestions on HO
scale track plans for Grand Central Upper
and lower terminus levels as well as the
Park Avenue track route would be
helpful. This will be a scaled down model
but I am interested in trying to replicate
some aspects of NYC urban/suburban
train life.
Any assistance appreciated.
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Best Regards, Derrick Thomas
Hello Derrick,
The NYCSHS Directors forwarded your
email to me so I can give you some pointers
or at least get you started.
That unfinished scene you saw in our
website is my layout that unfortunately has
been in storage in Mississippi since 2004, so
I have not been able to make any progress
on it other than continue to assemble
building for the background. Since it a
densely populated area, a major investment
is going to be on background buildings. I
have an uncompressed shallow relief
model of the front facade of Grand Central
Terminal and it is huge. It is a bit
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contradictory since the main facade points
away from the main line route but it looks
amazing anyway. I'm attaching a few
photos of the model of GCT along with
some buildings for the Park Ave line.
I wasn't a member of the NYCSHS when I
started working on that layout and my
main source of information was the NMRA
library in Chattanooga, TN, now relocated
to Sacramento, CA. The information was
limited, but I was able to find some articles
an engineering journal of the 1890s about
the swing bridge over the Harlem River
and some minor articles about the progress
of the Park Ave Tunnel. All that material is
in storage in MS and almost un-accessible
for now.
The main source of information was several
visits to the area to document the viaduct
structure which is almost the same as it was
70 years ago and the station which has
undergone some renovations by Metro
North but the basic form is still visible. I
also spent time documenting the buildings
along the viaduct since they will be the
background structures. This is much easier
now with Google Earth.
The NYCSHS has some great resources,
including Engineering Drawings DVDs. So
far, the information on the Park Ave line is
very limited but they are working on
digitizing and cataloging a recent donation
from the Smithsonian Institution and it is
possible there is some new material there.
We are in the middle of getting ready for
our virtual Mini-Convention this coming
Saturday and it has been a bit hectic, hence
my delay in replying to you. I invite you to
join us next Saturday, it is open to everyone,

NYCentral Modeler

member and non-members. You can find
the
info
in
our
home
page
at https://nycshs.org/. It will be streamed
live on YouTube.
I hope this helps get you started.
Let us know how it goes and maybe
consider joining the NYCSHS, it is worth
the investment, just in the friendships you
will make with people that know
everything there is to know about the NYC.
Manuel Duran-Duran, NYCSHS Member
Hi Noel,
Could you assist me with prototype pics on
NYC E7s 4008 and 4022 in Lightning Stripe
livery?
I'm planning to be a guest of Kato on a
YouTube/Facebook video program in
about a month and I'd like to have pics of
these two E7s to share and I'll plug
NYCSHS,
"Central
Headlight,"
membership and the Collinwood Shop
during the show.
Thanks, Tony Cook, Editor, HO Collector,
Editor, Model Railroad News
Tony,
Here are some builders' photos. and a
couple more in color from our NYCSHS
archive collection. (Photos On Next Page)
Thanks, Noel
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We received a request from Christine King, who
is writing a book about African American men
and women who worked on railroads in the past.
She asked us if we had any photos of African
Americans working on the NYC.
We responded to her with a series of photos and
other information to help her with the book.
Dave Nethery, NYCSHS archive researcher
and Bob McQueen, NYCSHS IT Director
collected the photos and other information and
we provided it to Christine.
We hope to hear that the book is published and
we can obtain a copy for the Headquarters
library and if it contains enough info about the
NYCS experience, we will offer it for sale in the
Collinwood Shop. (Editor)

NYCentral Modeler
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Some of the photos provided Christine.

Hi Dave,
Please send me a summary of the various jobs African American men and women would have
worked.

NYCentral Modeler
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Also, I am including a list of photo numbers
from the thumb drive you send me. I need
job descriptions and, if possible, year the
photos were taken or an estimate.

am guessing here. (I provided her with short
remarks about what was happening in each of
the photos to help her understand with work
being done.)

Also, include a statement of permission to
publish photos and how to cite the museum
as the source for the photos.

I am sorry we can’t give you more, but this
is the best I can do.

Thank you so much for all the time and
effort it took to search for all the photos you
sent me. I am forever grateful.

Thanks, Noel

Mystery Photo in 4th Qtr. 2020
Edition

Blessings to you, Christine
Christine,
The spreadsheet describing the photos is all
I know about the pictures. I have no more
to add. I have no knowledge of job
descriptions, and I have not seen anything
in our archives that would add that
information. That is not to say we don't
have it; we just have not yet found and
cataloged it.
Noel will have to handle the legal aspects
of your request.

Responses

I wish I could be of more help.

September 30, 2020 3:56 pm

Best wishes, Dave

I’m going to take a guess: This car was used
to educate farmers about growing better
quality crops with better yields, better
husbandry of both. Saving the land with
soil conservation and of the livestock with
better butter fat in the milk, better grades of
cattle and hogs. While a NYC car, I would
think it was operated through and with the
land grant colleges in Ohio State University,
Indiana State University and the University
of Illinois just to mention three agricultural
states in which the New York Central
operated.

Christine,
Any photos that you use for publication
should include a caption “NYCSHS
Collection” and “Used with permission
from the NYCSHS”. I cannot provide
anything further on the details of what is in
those photos. We only have what is in the
spreadsheet with info from the back of the
photos. I don’t have that spreadsheet, so I
NYCentral Modeler
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I am a relative farm kid. I heard about the
Great Northern Railway trains sent out to
educate the farmers along the GN by James
Jerome Hill, then President of the GN from
my relatives when I was a kid. Apparently,
it worked as the Northern Pacific and
Burlington did the same thing; I have
reason to believe the Santa Fe may also did
this as well. After all, it was in the best

interests of both the farmers and the
railroad.
Cordially, John Hodson, NYCSHS Member
John is correct. This is a view inside the
alfalfa demonstration coach, where
framers of northern and eastern Michigan
learned the value of this leguminous crop to
their land. (New Central Lines Magazine
photo)

Some NYCS Photos

A new, shiny #5813 at Collinwood, Ohio on June 13, 1953 Photo by William Curtis, Edward L. May
Memorial Collection, NYCSHS Collection.
E7 4007 and its "B" unit,
hauling
#12,
the
Southwestern
Limited,
pass a Mohawk- powered
milk
train
on
Fleischmann's Curve at
Peekskill, New York, on
July 7, 1946. Number 12
will receive 1938 Century
equipment when# 25
and# 26 are reequipped in
1948. NYCSHSCollection.
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The NYCSHS has been steadily
increasing its social media presence as a
way to provide contact opportunities
with society members and nonmembers alike.
Our first incursion into social media was
our Facebook page, which currently has
over 6,000 followers/likes.
It has
provided an opportunity for NYC fans
to ask questions, share stories and
photos with visitors.
This month we are pleased to announce
the introduction of our Instagram
account, a place for sharing photos and
descriptions of everything we are doing.
Several members of our Modeling
Committee now have their own
Instagram accounts where followers can
stay updated on project progress.
It’s easy to follow us from your
computer, tablet or mobile phone. Just
open your Instagram account using
your email address and mobile phone
number for added security. Search by
page name and click follow.
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Download the Instagram app to your
phone, set up your account and join the
fun.
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If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS
with every purchase you make!!

How to sign up for AmazonSmile to Contribute to the NYCSHS

AmazonSmile is a way for members to support the NYCSHS every time they
shop with Amazon.
Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know
and love, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the price of
eligible purchases to the NYCSHS.
Signing Up is Easy!!
Here is how to shop AmazonSmile and donate to NYCSHS with each purchase:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Visit smile.amazon.com
Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
Chose the NYCSHS to received donations
Select NYCSHS
Start shopping
Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and
start shopping at AmazonSmile

We are not promoting Amazon, but if you use if for shopping, why not donate to
the NYCSHS as it costs you nothing and helps us a lot!!
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Modeling A NYC Des-3 #561 In HO-Scale
Article by Thomas Lange
The DEs-3 was built by Alco, General Electric
and Ingersoll Rand in 1930. In order to
comply with environmental restrictions
within the city limits this type of locomotive
could be operated by the diesel engine, the
600V third rail or onboard batteries.
Therefore, it is called Three-Power.

DES-3 #557 is an example of the locomotive
that Thomas was replicating with his model.
(NYCSHS Photo)

This prototype is a typical example of
locomotives which are difficult to be
presented by one of the mass producers.
Only 45 machines were built, used by only 4
railroads, and rebuilt already in the 1950s.
So, revenue of the costs for the model
development is hard to calculate. Thus, for
those who would not afford a brass model, it
is a perfect project for scratch building.
Years ago, MDC Roundhouse offered the first
diesel engine in regular railroad use, the AlGE-IR which stands for the manufacturers
mentioned above. This diesel model serves
as the base for this conversion and kits still
can be found on the internet. Be sure to pick
the shell version with the front door. The
NYC System Headlight issue of May 1975
provides a basic drawing of the DEs-3.
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Photos by Thomas except as noted

The #561 and an original boxcab side by side.
The model in demonstrator livery is the shell
version without the front door. The roof details
are not mounted yet.

The shell is cut 5/7 inch (18mm) behind the
front wall. The portion of the original long
beam is removed. The machine body is cut
from styrene sheet. It is about 2mm higher
than the cabs. The window side consists of 3
panels. The louvers in-between the panels
are made from structured plastic sheet used
to simulate roll-up doors of fire trucks. The
middle panel needs to be cut for the single
window. The window cross comes from one
window of the middle part of the MDC shell.

These two photos show the raw build. All white
parts are styrene components, all black parts
(except for the couplers) are the remains of the
MDC shell.
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Modeling A NYC Des-3 #561 In HO-Scale
The roof consists of two quarter-round rods
and a plastic sheet. This sheet is slightly bent
to follow the curvature of the cab roof. The
roof details are imitated according to an
overhead view of NYC 1548 (see 3rd Qtr.
2014 NYC Modeler, page 64). The bigger
tanks are styrene tubes with closed ends, the
small tanks are rods. The bells are made from
a 3mm plastic sprue mounted into a motor
tool instead of a drill. Carving the rotating
sprue with a knife works like kind of a lathe.

The cab of the DEs-3 was only accessible
through the front door. The pilot running
board is asymmetrical with a ladder only on
one side. The pilot and the running board are
made from styrene profiles. Kadee #38
coupler housings allow clearance for the
trucks. They are screw-retained below the
running boards. The stanchions are leftovers from Athearn blue-box diesels. After
being glued into drill-holes short styrene
strips are placed onto the stanchion base to
increase stability. The rail is bent from steel
wire and glued into place. Doing the rail in
two pieces makes the bending work and the
installation much easier. The two parts are
connected with a short piece of scale chain.
The original MDC frame is too short for the
DEs-3. As it is solid metal-cast trimming or
cutting might be difficult. For that reason, the
frame of #561 is made from wood profiles.

The original motor is mounted in a tilted
position to drive one truck.
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Wood profiles might be unusual with H0
models but easy to work with.

The view underneath the frame shows the
original truck bolsters and the propeller-shaft.

Easy to work with but the drawback is the
light weight. The scrap box provided some
weights hold by a housing made from coffee
stirrers.

The MDC trucks are fastened to the wood
frame with the original bolsters. An Athearn
propeller shaft is used to connect the MDC
motor with one of the trucks. At the other
truck the axle with the worm gears is
removed.
Electrics are very basic. Electrical pick-up is
taken from the truck sides with wires
soldered directly to the trucks. There is no
decoder or lighting. The MDC motor serves as
its own sound device.

After finishing the raw build, the plain sides
of the carbody are detailed. This is kind of a
guess-work task not knowing technical
details of the locomotive. Looking to
available photos there could be a number of
hatches at the carbody. Instead of engraving
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these details into the styrene sheet, 3Dprinted rivet decals were applied. Louver
decals stand for the joints or handles.

3D-printed rivet-decals are placed on the plain
side of the carbody.

A coat of primer seals the rivet-decals and
allows for checking accuracy.

The location of the hatches was marked with
a pencil before cutting the panels from the
styrene sheet. After the rivets and hatchjoints were applied on one side the decals
were sealed and protected with spray
primer. Only then the other side was
decorated. A strip of rivets also masks the
seam between the cab and plastic panel. At
the trucks only a hint to the pick-up shoes for
the third rail is modeled.

The other side of the model shows more detail.
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The paint job is easy: flat black from a spray
can. The number decals come from a decal
set for ore cars. Although the #561 was with
the first locomotives to be rebuilt into slugs
in 1948 this number was available as a
consecutive row of figures. And it needs 14
numbers to be applied. The number board
below the headlight is not prototypical but I
did not want to cut it away from this original
MDC part. The lettering for the sides is
printed with a text editing software. Use
white letters and highlight the text with
black. If printed on clear film white trim film
or color must be put underneath the decal. A
final layer of dullcoat seals the decals and
hides correction touches of brushed black
paint. Before final assembly all visible parts
of the frame were painted black with a brush.

This project of the #561 was completed
within a month. Constructive details were
solved as they came up. A basic plan was only
made to cut the side panels. The usage of the
MDC kit holds two mayor compromises: The
location of the lateral cab windows is not
centered as the prototype but in different
positions at the A and B side. The trucks do
not resemble the ones of the DEs-3 but are
closer at the prototype than EMD switcher
trucks. However, having only old photos as
reference the model reminds of what once
operated on NYC's Manhattan tracks.

The loco on the elevated portion of Thomas’s
layout. Looks ready to go to work.
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Another shot of the DES-3 gives us a view of the future environment for #561 to earn her keep.

This final closeup provides us with the loco in the sun and allows viewing of the excellent work that
Thomas has done on this unique locomotive.

NYCentral Modeler
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Modeling The Glass Train
Article by Dave J. Ross

Photos by Dave except as noted
who have tackled the project with results to
be proud of. Let me briefly introduce them
and their efforts and point to some
resources that might spur the interest of
others.
Robert V. Scheib

The latest edition of the Central Headlight
includes an article called, “To the Stars by
Steam”. It is the story about transporting a
huge disk of glass produced by Corning Glass
for the Palomar Telescope from Corning, NY to
Pasadena, CA. It was carried by the NYC on a
modified well car and began the journey behind
an L-2a Mohawk #2714. That train was dubbed
the Glass Train. The mirror can be seen in the
photo above just before the caboose.

Surely one of the earliest modeling efforts
must be that of Robert V. Scheib, who
scratch built the three cars of the train in
1939. Only a few photographs of the train
had been published but Scheib’s brother
had written to N. T. Cole, Traffic Manager
at Corning Glass Works, who provided a
photo used in the Burlington circular,
“Stellar Service”, which celebrated its
participation in the historic rail shipment.
Working from that photo Mr. Scheib, a
pattern maker by trade, used materials at
hand to construct the all-metal cars in Oscale. A machinist friend helped with
certain detailed parts.

It is rare for both NYCSHS magazines to carry
articles with the same subject at the same time,
but this is that rare instance. Both articles were
written by Dave Ross and in the following
article he talks about several people who have
modeled the Glass Train over the years since it
actually ran on the NYC.
The Glass Train
With a storied history behind it it’s no
surprise that the Glass Train might be
modeled by rail fans over the years. When
I first learned the story of the train that was
certainly my intention.
It would be
something interesting to add to the
Christmas layout in our household. I may
yet get around to it, but along the way I’ve
discovered some truly skilled modelers
NYCentral Modeler

The three scratchbuilt cars of the Glass Train
that Bob Scheib's father modeled in 1939.

The models were passed down to his son,
Robert N. Scheib, of Akron, New York
(Photo on next page) himself a retired
education administrator with many years
as an industrial arts teacher. His train,
complemented by a modern 3-rail NYC L2a
Mohawk locomotive, the type used to carry
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the disc out of Corning onto the Water
Route toward Buffalo and beyond, was
featured in talks that Bob gave for the NYC
Historical Society around the time of the
International Year of Astronomy in 2009.
Entitled Glass on the Tracks, his talks
included a display of books and
photographs, some collected by his father.
He used a length of rope to demonstrate
what 200 inches actually looks like. And,
while crews at the time might have carried
a Bible with them to appeal for “Godspeed”
in delivering their all but irreplaceable
load, Scheib brought one along to recall
how the Good Book was used to judge
questionable clearances. Anything less
than the thickness of the Bible and the train
would have to be rerouted, which indeed
happened at several points. His father’s
models are prized possessions in Bob’s
family.

Bob Sheib, during the author's visit to his home
in 2018. With a background in industrial arts
and education, Bob incorporated several
hands-on items in his "Glass on The Tracks"
talks for the Historical Society back in 2009,
along with displays of the models passed down
from his father.
Barry Crist

Barry Crist’s first scale models were made
as a teenager in the 1960s. It wasn’t until the
late 80s that the amateur astronomer from
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Pennsylvania picked up where he left offmodeling telescopes. His specialty was
making finely detailed models of antique
and modern commercial telescopes
familiar to astronomy enthusiasts.

Better known for his series of fine scale
miniature models of both amateur as well as
historic telescopes, Barry Crist is shown busy
at his work bench casting custom parts. (Photo
courtesy Barry Crist)

Here is Barry's O-scale version of the special
NYC well car. It can be difficult to guess from
the period photographs but the crate was
originally painted silver. (Photo courtesy
Barry Crist)

Upon retirement, he built his hobby into a
small business when as he found steady
interest in his custom models at star parties
and conventions.
This was before
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discovering the skies of Arizona, closing up
shop and moving there in 2010. Before
doing so he built examples of some of the
historic
telescopes
of
the
great
observatories at Mt. Wilson and Palomar,
some still on display at those institutions.
In between he found time to try his hand at
an O-gauge version of the 200” disc well
car, shown on the previous page.
Jay Schwabe
With a long-standing interest in astronomy
and several telescope projects to his credit,
Jay Schwabe was actually a volunteer
docent at Palomar Observatory starting in
2009 until a move took him out of the San
Diego area in 2017. He gave weekend tours
of the facilities recounting not only the
storied past of the great Hale Telescope but
also telling visitors about some of the
current research underway there. At
Palomar Jay also had access to the Caltech
archives which helped him plan details of
his models.

Jay’s Glass Train, was modeled in S- and Gscale. The damaged loco, shown here, was
eventually replaced with a Sante Fe #3157
Mikado, the engine that completed the final
legs of the cross-country journey. The larger Gscale “mirror car” was something designed
specifically to be taken on the road to various
events. The signs are held in place using
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magnets so that the car can be disassembled to
demonstrate the process for loading and
unloading the 35-ton shipping crate. When not
on the road it can be found on display at the
Palomar Observatory Welcome Center. (Photo
courtesy Jay Schwabe)

Having seen photos of some of his other
projects, Jay is quite an accomplished scale
modeler. Still, he’s quick to credit Bob
Scheib for the encouragement and advice
that got him started modeling the Glass
Train in various scales around 2010. (They
are both from Akron, Bob from New York’s
and Jay originally from Ohio’s.)
At the time the photo of Jay (in the left
column) was taken, the locomotive with a
missing truck, was a placeholder for the
Sante Fe Mikado that eventually joined the
consist. His other HO-scale Glass Train,
featuring a Santa Fe 3157 Mikado, has been
operated and displayed at the San Diego
Model Railroad Association Museum. The
1/24-scale mirror car was something
designed specifically for volunteers to take
on the road to various events. One feature
of the G-scale car is that the sign is held in
place using magnets so that it can be
disassembled to demonstrate the process
for loading and unloading the well car.
When not on the road it can be seen on
display at the Palomar Observatory
Welcome Center.
Modelers such as these play a role in
keeping history alive. As one might guess,
Pasadena’s Lamanda Park station, where
the journey ended, is a thing of the past,
along with so much else from the era. The
Johnson Canyon tunnel where the train
went through on the east bound tracks
heading west, deemed strategically
important enough to be assigned a military
guard during the war years, has been
abandoned for decades. The Alton Bridge
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where the train crossed the Mississippi is
long gone, as are the round house and
yards of the Big Four at Bellefontaine in my
home state of Ohio. At Corning, New York
the furnaces and tanks where stalwart
gaffers dipped ladle after ladle, twenty tons
worth, of PYREX® glass at 2800 deg. F for
the mold of the 200” disc enclosed in its
“beehive” oven... All gone, to say nothing
of nearly all manufacturing facilities that
once thrived there. Corning Glass still has
its world headquarters and research
facilities there, and the city is, of course,
home to the remarkable Corning Museum
of Glass. One of the first items visitors still
see upon entering the museum is a marvelthe failed first attempt to cast the massive
raw disc, destined never to leave Chemung
valley, but a testament to the rough road
that led to the stars on Palomar Mountain.
There, the successful 200” disk became the
optical mirror of the Hale Telescope that
has been gathering the faint light of distant
galaxies on nearly every clear night for
more than seventy years.

On-line Image Resources
In addition to the photos found in the 4th
Qtr. Central Headlight article, “To the Stars
by Steam” there is a wealth of images
available on-line that modelers might fin
useful.
At the Caltech archive search for: 200” disk,
PYREX® mirror, Palomar telescope and
you’ll turn up a treasure trove of images.
However, images of the train, the well car,
and unloading in Pasadena tend to be
mixed in with many others about the
Palomar project. Just keep looking and
you’ll turn up interesting angles.
https://digital.archives.caltech.edu/imag
es
The outstanding Corning Museum of Glass
has hosted several exhibits about the story
of the 200” mirror. They offer on-line
summaries, with many images of interest.
Explore at…
https://www.cmog.org/collection/exhibi
tions/mirror-to-discovery

The first attempt to cast the 200” disc failed but
it would eventually become a prized
centerpiece at the Corning Museum of Glass.
Even though it couldn't be used, the failure
served as a test of the plan for annealing the
disk and it was used to fit up the shipping crate
for the second successful mirror. Note the voids
that filled in when the honeycomb structure
began to collapse during the ladling of the hot
glass.
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Modeling A Small Midwestern Town Along A NYC Branchline
Article by Chuck Beargie

Photos by Chuck except as noted

My Modeling History
I have been a model railroader since my
high school days in the early 70s. Through
most of the 1980s and 1990s I modeled the
Sierra Railroad of California. Due to space
and time limitations, I never had a layout, I
only modeled the rolling stock. After nearly
two decades, having never stepped foot in
the state of California, and no one other
than myself in the greater Cleveland area
that modeled the Sierra, my interest started
to wane. I started looking around at some
other prototypes to model.
There were a number of options around
northeast Ohio that I was considering. Then
I remembered that one of my early
experiences was when, as a young lad in
the mid 60s, my mother and grandmother
would take my brother, sister and me out to
Jefferson Ohio to visit my maternal great,
great uncle, Charlie O’Malley, and his two
sisters.

Visiting the O’Malley’s in Jefferson in 1959. I
am the young lad standing in the middle. My
younger brother Paul and sister Meg are sitting
in the laps of my great-great-aunt Mary and
great-great-uncle Charlie; great-great-aunt
Nell is standing in the back.
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They had never married and lived together
in this old house right next to the railroad
tracks and the county road department. I
remember sitting with Uncle Charlie by the
tracks counting the cars of the train as it
ambled by. Uncle Charlie had long retired
from working for the NYC railroad as a
general laborer.
So, one Saturday I hopped in my car and
drove out to see what was still left in
Jefferson. To my amazement, the railroad
was still running, although now as just a
short line, the Ashtabula, Carson and
Jefferson (AC&J). All of the original track
was still in place. The Jefferson depot was
not only still standing but had been
restored by a local historical society. Many
other trackside buildings, although
repurposed, were also still standing. The
more I learned about the town, the more I
knew that this was what I wanted to model.

Jefferson Depot Inc. promotional postcard
shortly after the restoration was completed in
the early 1900s.

NYC Franklin / Oil City Branch Line
In the early 1870s after the Civil War, the
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad
resumed work on a new line running south
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from the city of Ashtabula, Ohio on the
southern shore of Lake Erie down through
Jefferson, Andover, and other small Ohio
towns on its way to the Appalachian
regions of southeast Ohio and western
Pennsylvania to tap into the rich coal and
oil field traffic. Throughout the next thirty
years this line enjoyed ever increasing
utilization as it supported the growing
Industrial Revolution. At one time this line
was considered one of the most profitable
lines in the nation, as it was generally
hauling loads in both directions. Hopper
cars would be loaded with Appalachian
coal at the southern end to be hauled up to
the docks on Lake Erie for further
distribution to the Great Lakes region. Once
emptied, the same hopper cars would be
loaded with iron ore for transport south to
the streel mills in Youngstown and
Pittsburgh.
By the turn of the century, the rail traffic
had become so heavy along the line that it
was a problem for both the railroad and the
towns along the line. So, the railroad built
an alternate route, opening in 1903, that
branched off the original line just south of
Ashtabula at a point named Carson and
rejoined the original line just north of
Youngstown at a point named Brookfield.
This new “Low Grade” line was built
generally straight through the farm fields
avoiding the populated areas, and crossed
the original line twice, at Dorset and
Latimer. The original line, now referred to
as the “High Grade” line, was retained to
handle passenger trains and service the
local industries in the towns. Thus, after
1903, with the heavy freight traffic now
over on the Low-Grade line, Jefferson was
left on what had become a branch line of a
branch line.
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This does not mean that Jefferson did not
get its share of rail traffic. Every town along
the branch line including Jefferson had a
passenger station. By the late 1920s, the
High-Grade line through Jefferson hosted
twelve passenger trains daily, six in each
direction. Six of these were just numbered
local commuter trains. But the other six
were named trains that carried diners,
parlor cars and/or sleepers depending on
the time of day it ran. The sleeper cars ran
to and from Pittsburgh, and through
Buffalo to destinations such as New York
City, Boston and Toronto. Most of these
passenger trains were operated by the
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, a subsidiary of the
NYC.
In addition to the passenger traffic, there
was one milk train that originated each
morning at the south end in Youngstown,
raced north to Jefferson collecting cans full
of milk along the way, dropped off the milk
at the main creamery in Andover, and then
returned south to Youngstown throughout
the afternoon dropping off empty milk cans
along the way. There were also two daily
Way Freight peddlers, one in each
direction, to serve the local industries in
each town. Most of these towns had grain
elevators and feed mills, creameries and
cheese factories, lumber, coal, and oil
dealers.
Jefferson
Although Jefferson is the Ashtabula county
seat, it is still a small rural agricultural town
with only a few thousand residents. Over
the years, alongside the railroad was a
basket factory, farmer’s cooperative grain
elevator/silos, lumber yard, cement
warehouse, several coal sheds, stock yards,
a feed mill, ice and power plant, creamery,
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the county road department, and a
corrugated cardboard box factory. This is a
lot
of
diversity
and
modelling
opportunities for one small town. And
there are only two major structures that are
no longer in existence, the basket factory
and Uncle Charlie’s house.
The Jefferson depot was built by the
LS&MS in 1873. The original structure did
not have an operator’s bay, and there was
an outhouse attached to the south end of
the building.

Jefferson Ohio depot in 1895. Notice the
attached outhouse to the left off the south end
of the depot. Also notice the unique signal lamp
on a cantilever arm to the far right of the
picture, and that there is no operator’s bay.
Look between the two workers on the right to
the outside of the depot and notice the “Train
Bulletin” chalk board.

Around 1908-1910, the station was heavily
remodeled to remove the attached
outhouse,
replaced
with
internal
restrooms, and added an operator’s bay.
Several doorways were converted into
windows.
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Jefferson Ohio depot about 1910. It states
“1906” in the upper righthand corner, but the
last digit has been tampered with. There is
other evidence supporting the fact that the
station was heavily remodeled in 1909-1910,
including that the station now has indoor
bathrooms instead of the attached outhouse
that required the town water and sewer system
that was not completed until 1908. It is
interesting to compare this picture with the
1895 picture and see what details changed and
what stayed the same.

There were other railroad structures
besides the depot. The 1874 Atlas of
Ashtabula County shows a small turntable
and engine house just north of town, but
they were not there for long. It is thought
that they were just there to help with the
construction of the line, and then no longer
had any purpose. With a major yard and
engine facilities just a few miles north in
Ashtabula, there would not have been
much use for one in Jefferson. There was a
water tank just north of and on the same
side of the tracks as the depot, but it was
removed around 1903 when the LowGrade line opened.
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There was a 16’ x 20’ hand car house at the
north end of the yard.

The basket factory was built in 1913, and
one of the two owners was George Wolcott,
the station agent at the depot. It became
Jefferson’s largest industry at the time,
employing
up
to
forty
persons.

Photo from January 1919 railroad evaluation
series, building #1, handcar house.

There was also a 10’ x 14’ coal house just
north of the depot.
The Jefferson Basket Factory was established
about 1921-13 and was located along the
railroad. It was Jefferson’s only industry at the
time and employed up to 40 persons at one
time. (Photo date unknown).

Photo from January 1919 railroad evaluation
series, building #3, coal house.

Another 16’ x 20’ hand car house was
located at the south end of the yard.

These were not your flimsy straw baskets.
The factory received full logs that were
veneered into sheets, and then the sheets
were cut into strips to weave into baskets.
These baskets were functional and utilized
much in the same way we use cardboard
boxes today.
The farmer’s cooperative grain elevator
and silos were built sometime after the
1930s but have been a prominent facility
along
the
tracks
for
decades.
Contemp
-orary
picture of
Farmers
Co-op
elevator
and silos.

Photo from January 1919 railroad evaluation
series, building #5, handcar house.
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It ships out various grains that are trucked
in from the local farms, and also handles
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various seeds and fertilizers. The facility
has steadily grown over the years from the
original square box style elevator by
adding numerous large Brock/Butler metal
grain silos.
A lumber yard started to show up across
the tracks from the depot around the turn
of the century. It first shows up on the 1903
Sanborn map as the C. N. Royce Lumber
Yard. The map shows just the brick house
and a frame office with scale. The wood
(estimated at 100,000 board feet) was all just
stacked outside. On the 1909 Sanborn map,
there is one additional frame building
approximately 40’ x 60’ identified as a
lumber warehouse; and it is now the L. C.
Douglas & Co. By 1915 there was a large
lumber shed and farm implement building,
and other smaller storage buildings. It had
its own spur track that included a cement
warehouse, and a coal shed (everyone sold
coal!). From then on, it remained the L. C.
Douglas Co. and generally unchanged
through the next several decades.

L. C. Douglas Co. coal yard, January 26, 1925.
The cement warehouse is to the far right behind
the hopper car. To the far left is a stack of
“building tile” (See Wikipedia “Structural
Glazed Facing Tiles”). Building tile was a
ceramic like material with a reddish-brown
glazed exterior, and about the size of modernday cinder block. It was common throughout
Ohio, was used to build the Jefferson Creamery,
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and most of the other creameries up and down
the line. It was also used to build the Jefferson
Milling Co. warehouse.

The stock yards were built and owned by
the railroad and were included in the 1918
evaluation. They first show up on the 1915
Sanborn map and are still there on the 1938
map. They were fairly simple, 102’ x 40’
overall divided into three equal pens, and a
single trackside loading ramp. There was
no evidence of a roadside loading ramp.

Photo from January 1919 railroad evaluation
series, building #2, stock yards. In the picture
behind the stockyards is a coal shed. As it is on
railroad property, it would seem that it would
belong to the railroad. However, it was not
included in the valuation series. Visible above
the roof of the coal shed is the semicircular top
of a grade crossing sign for Walnut Street
stating, “LOOK LISTEN - DANGER”.

The Jefferson feed mill is one of the oldest
businesses in town being built in 1875 and
appears on the earliest (1884) Sanborn map
as the EE Jones City Mills. In its earliest
days it was used to actually grind grain into
flour. However, demand quickly outgrew
its capacity and it was soon turned into a
feed mill instead. It is still open and
operational today, approaching 150 years
and counting. It has been owned and
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operated by the Beckwith family since the
1920s and is now in its fourth generation.

One of the earliest pictures (1880s) looking east
at the then E. E. Jones grain mill. Note the
wagon scale near the corner of the building
toward the photographer, and the powerhouse
on the rear of the structure. The spur track came
from the south (right of picture) passing to the
east side of the mill ending almost at Jefferson
Street. At the far right in the picture is the
north end of the mill’s small grain warehouse.

The first industrial track spur in town was
to the mill. The mill received box cars with
various grains and additives; then custom
mixed them for various farms in the
surrounding area. At one time they also
received and sold coal, and had two
gasoline pumps out front
To the south and east side of the track
spur, the mill has a large grain warehouse.

A later picture (1938) looking east at the
Jefferson Milling Co. Besides dealing in various
grains, feeds, fertilizers, etc. the company also
dealt in selling gasoline (notice the two pumps
on Jefferson street) and coal (the large pile in
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the foreground). Coal was unloaded from a
hopper car parked on the spur track about
where the box car is shown parked (to the right
of the building about level with the awning),
attaching a sheet metal slide under the car,
opening the hopper door and letting the coal
slide down below into a pile at the back of the
building.

A contemporary (2003) picture of the mill
warehouse. It was originally built using
‘building tile’ (reference picture above).
There were two large freight doors for
unloading/loading boxcars on the spur
track that runs along the far side of the
building. The building tile did not hold up
over the years and had to be re-enforced.
They eventually had some Amish workers
come and (section by section) remove the
building tile and replace it with wood. The
building standing today looks like any
other similar wooden structure.
Today the mill survives by providing feed
and other essentials to local dog and horse
owners.
The structure to the south of the feed mill
on the same rail spur first appeared the
1896 Sanborn map. It was originally the
Jefferson Light and Power Co. and was the
very first facility to generate electricity for
the town. It burned coal and generated 1100
volts and enough power for 1200
incandescent lights. The 1906 and 1909
Sanborn maps show it had expanded with
two dynamos and could power 12000
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incandescent lights. However, by 1909 it
was burning gas (presumably natural gas).
By 1915 the town’s consumption of
electricity had exceeded what this facility
could provide, and another larger electrical
generation plant was built elsewhere in
town. The facility was then converted to
make ice as the C.H. Phelps Power and Ice
Plant. It had a 4-ton ice machine, and most
of the ice was consumed by the local
residents for their ice boxes. Some ice may
have been used to ice refers for the
creamery next door, but there is no
evidence or structure for this. By 1927 and
on, it was the Jefferson Ice and Fuel Co with
a 7-ton ice machine. It most likely went out
of service in the 1940’s when homeowners
started to get electric ice boxes.

A contemporary (2003) picture looking west at
the ice and power building. The large freight
door is for unloading/loading rail cars on the
spur track that runs along in the shadows on
the near side of the building.

The Edward. E. Rieck Creamery opened to
receive milk from local farmers in
December 1913. Located south on the same
spur as the ice and power and feed mill, it
had a small tank that held water pumped
from a deep well, used to cool the milk. To
justify building the creamery, the Rieck
Company first required a commitment
from local farmers for the daily milk
production of a hundred cows. The farmers
were happy to oblige, and instead
committed to 675 head. Sometime in the
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1930s the creamery became part of the
Telling-Belle Vernon Co.

The Rieck plant at Jefferson was located at the
rear of the Jefferson Milling Company and was
built about 1910. Operating until after WWII,
the milk from the plant was taken to a Belle
Vernon station in Ashtabula, OH. The photo
was taken looking northeast at the creamery,
possibly shortly after construction was
completed in December 1913, as there is a stack
of the building tile that was used for its
construction still against the side of the
building. The small tank held water pumped
from a deep well. This water was used to cool
the milk (note the use of geothermal prior to
WWI). A ramp was later built on the east side
of the building for local farmers to unload their
milk cans.

Sometime in the 1920s, Ashtabula County
built their road department facility near the
south end of town and it had its own rail
spur.

A contemporary (2003) picture looking south at
the Ashtabula County Road Department
building on Satin Street. The switch for the
spur would have been right in front of the
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photographer, and the spur would have run
back close to the lone pine tree and into the
present parking lot. In the left side of the
picture, just south of the rail track, and on the
east side of Sycamore Street was where the
O’Malley house was located.

Records show that there was a pit with a
conveyer belt, most likely for unloading
coal and/or paving materials. There was a
lot of road construction in the 1920s for all
the new Henry Ford Model As.

NYC’s Franklin / Oil City branch line. This line
connected with the Chicago to New York WaterLevel-Route mainline in Ashtabula, Ohio and
ran south to Youngstown, Ohio to connect with
the P&LE. With this issue Chuck will begin
series of articles on the history of this branch
line and the town of Jefferson, and how he has
modeled it circa 1928. Watch for the next in
the series in one of our future editions.

The corrugated cardboard container factory
plant looking northeast. The two box cars are
on the spur that comes off the main from the
south to the right of the picture. They are most
likely delivering large rolls of brown paper
used to make the corrugated cardboard. The
O’Malley house was located just out of the
lower righthand corner of the picture.

The corrugated cardboard box factory came
much after the 1920s era that I am
modeling, and I do not have any
information on its history. There was not
enough room to include it on the layout.
My part two in the series will cover the
layout of the prototype rail tracks in
Jefferson, the timetables from the 1920s,
and the design of the layout.

NYCL ad from 1925 reminding us the safety
was always important on the New York
Central.

For the last 20 years, NYCSHS member
(#5459) Chuck Beargie has been researching
and modeling the Ohio agricultural town of
Jefferson which was located on the LS&MS /
NYCentral Modeler
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Article by John Fiscella
This account is being written not as an
instruction clinic but rather as examples of
the tasks necessary for a project of this type.
The methodology can be applied to projects
of other cars, even for this writer. The
subject is upgrading the Walthers Mainline
observation car (a New York Central
prototype
of
the
5db-loungeobservationlow-window BROOK series
cars).
The Walthers Mainline cars have been
heavily criticized for inaccuracy and
construction, which was aimed at
producing a less expensive model than the
Walther Proto (and earlier) lines.
Originally, pre-Proto models sold for about
$40. Proto models sold for about $60-90
(without lighting). Proto models had
railings and grabs pre-installed, and some
included plated rather than painted finish.
Mainline cars sell for about $30-35 and are
only painted. Personally, I prefer the
Walthers painted finishes, as the plated
finishes sometimes were “gritty” and way
too shiny, necessitating application of a
dulling lacquer. The recent Walthers
painted finishes coated with 2 coats of
Johnson’s Future Floor Wax, brushed on,
produce a simulation of stainless steel
second only to Alclad2-painted cars, and
much better than any nickel-silver-plated
brass cars. But criticism of Mainline cars
concerned itself mostly with reduction in
accuracy. I find this to be the case in only
very few ways.
The reader can decide based on the photos
in this account. One thing is certain: the
nuisance of using roof clips and the
endoskeleton of previous Walthers
passenger cars have been dispensed with,
making the car easier to work with. One
NYCentral Modeler

Photos by John
complaint was the use of “Con-Cor-type
window construction,” where the window
glazing was attached to the roof and inside
the actual car body. But the Walthers
Mainline ABS body walls are thinner than
the Con-Cor styrene walls. Photos indicate
that this may appear to actually be more
accurate for Budd cars than the flushmounted window glazing of the Walthers
Proto cars (which are definitely more
accurate for most, but not all, PullmanStandard-built cars, unless some very
difficult modifications are made to the
Proto Budd cars). Gaskets can be applied to
the exterior of Mainline cars (at any time) to
make them appear even better, but this was
not carried out in this account. The other
criticisms of Mainline cars not being
accurate are due to the underbodies
(serious) and roof vents (less serious). The
observation and 10-6 sleeping cars have
accurate underbodies in terms of location
of equipment, but the other Mainline cars
(including the diner) use the 10-6
underbody. This is difficult and timeconsuming to remedy, but it can be done
(subject of another account) using different
methods.
The roof vent arrangement inaccuracies can
be improved by applying separate parts,
such as those from the now-unavailable
Walthers Budd Passenger Underbody kit
(#933-1057, $16). Budd roof vents can also
be obtained from Precision Scale (perhaps
during only one period of time) or cut from
spare Walther roofs, both Proto and
Mainline.
The upgrades made to the observation car
(for the NYC car FALL BROOK) include:
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• Creating
and
applying
custom
“PULLMAN” decals to the small
letterboards near the vestibule.
• Applying a Budd-style Full Width
Diaphragm (FWD) with inner and outer
curtains, ant-rattle support rods, and
adding extra weight necessary for
reliable operation with FWD’s.
• Painting the interior furniture and
adding painted figures and other details
(wood paneling and ashtrays).
• Adding interior lighting using the
Walthers Mainline LED lighting kit
(#910-220, $25).
• Adding custom interior Venetian blinds
and aisle window shades.
• Adding aisle window safety bars.
• Adding scratchbuilt roof antenna.
• Scribing stainless steel sheet dividers on
rear of roof.
• Adding external details such as grabs and
long-shank couplers from the Walthers
Mainline detail kit (#910-200, $10).
• Adding extra scratchbuilt external details
for end-of-car signal hose, steam line,
uncoupling mechanism, grabs, and midcar foot ladder.
• Adding LED-illuminated tail sign which
accommodates changeable tail sign
graphics and color filters.
• Adding LED-illuminated marker lights
using fiber-optics.
• Adding LED-illuminated backup light
• Connecting lighting using a TCS FL-4
lighting decoder and TCS KA-2 keepalive for DCC independent control of
marker lights, backup light, tail sign and
interior lighting.
• Use of three sets of micro connectors on
wiring harness so that roof can be
completely detached from body
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• Application of metal tape to block light
leakage from roof-mounted interior LED
lighting.
• Removal of standard Walther steel
weights and replacement with lead
weights.
• Replacement of sheet metal screws on
trucks with flat-head bolts.
• Electrical attachment to trucks by direct
wiring a plate through one bolt and
using
gold
micro-connectors
on
underbody so that trucks can be
completely detached for servicing; over 7
feet of AWG#30 wire was used.
• Repainting the underbody and trucks to
the correct pre-1956 color of Plymouth
gunmetal.
• Applying 2 coats of Johnson’s Future
Floor Wax to simulated stainless steel
areas on body, but not roof.
Some of these procedures were developed
through trial-and-error on previous
illuminating and detailing projects of cars
based on “why didn’t you do that” from 2020 hindsight, as lessons learned.
Creating and Applying “PULLMAN”
Decals to the Small Letterboards Near the
Vestibule
The original Walthers NYC car product had
“NEW YORK CENTRAL” on the central
letterboard with nothing on the small
letterboards near the vestibule. This should
be correct post-1946 (after the Pullman
Divestiture for lightweight cars) when the
railroad-owned Budd cars were started to
be delivered. However, builder photos
show that “PULLMAN” was actually
painted in the central letterboard with
“NEW YORK CENTRAL” in smaller letters
on the small letterboards, even though the
delivery of those NYC-owned cars was
after the Divestiture. The lettering was
eventually swapped in the early 50s. But to
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keep the actual model as close as possible
to the original Walthers offering, I added a
small decal. Some photos in this report
show the car before these custom decals
were applied.

John left the “NEW YORK CENTRAL”
lettering where it was and added a custom
decal to the small letterboard. “PULLMAN”

Applying a Budd-style Full Width
Diaphragm (FWD) with Inner and Outer
Curtains, ant-rattle support rods, and
adding extra weight necessary for reliable
operation with FWD’s.
FWD’s were not removed by the NYC until
starting about 1954. The reason for removal
was difficult maintenance to keep the outer
curtains in acceptably neat condition and
for overall difficulty of additional
maintenance on the necessary parts,
including springs. The prototype FWD’s
were actually 3-piece, not a single rigid
plate as on most models (the No. 1 gauge
Fine Arts 1938 20th Century Limited and
1938 Broadway Limited being the
exceptions).
The side wings were joined with hinges and
springs to the narrow diaphragm. No one
commercially makes postwar Budd FWD
NYCentral Modeler

plates, so these had to be scratchbuilt. An
attempt was made to create them using
Shapeways service, but this failed to
produce a clean, strong part.
First, the outer portion of the plate was cut
from ABS sheet; then the Waltherssupplied narrow diaphragm plate portion
was cut. Because the Walthers diaphragm
was PVC, a glue was used containing MEK
(methyl
ethyl
ketone),
acetone,
cyclohexanone and tetra nitrofuran.
This glue was Oatey ABS-to-PVC Irrigation
and Sewer Pipe Glue (light green color).
This glue dissolved both the ABS of the
FWD plate and the PVC of the narrow
diaphragm so they could mix and form a
glue-weld bond. Pieces of ABS were then
glue-welded to the back over the joints of
the two diaphragm pieces for additional
strength. The inner and outer curtains of
3/16” width were cut from whitish 5-mil
latex surgical gloves which were then
painted on the insides with a black Sharpie.
The black showed through as grey, which
was the correct color for NYC FWD
diaphragm curtains. A 1/16” L-section ABS
strip was vertically glued to the car end
using MEK to support one side of the outer
curtain, the other side being glued to the
FWD plate using Barge cement.
The strip was only the length of the car side
height, so that the outer curtain was not
glued to the car end over the curved roof
portion. This enabled the FWD to be
extremely flexible and permit lateral
motion. The inner curtains were glued to
the narrow diaphragm plate part only,
again for maximum flexibility.
I weight all 75ˈ+ cars with FWD’s to 11 oz
minimum
(so-called
“Schedule-2
Weighting”). About 9 oz. of lead had to be
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added after removing the steel Walthers
weights, adding the electrical components
and light bar, and adding the Walthers
metal //41-C trucks from the Lighting Kit.
But, as more often than not, the math did
not work out precisely as planned, and the
car weighed 12.4 oz when actually finished,
even with some lead removed. Location for
lead included bathrooms and storage areas
without windows, underneath seats, and
the center sill from the body interior.

Painting the Interior Furniture and
Adding Painted Figures and Other Details
(Wood Paneling and Ashtrays)

John used people figures from Preiser and JWP.
Ashtrays came from Red Cap Company. The
walnut wood veneer came from Weldwood.

Adding Interior Lighting Using the
Walthers Mainline LED Lighting Kit
This photo shows the weighted car end.

The lead weights can be seen in this interior
photo of the body.

NYCentral Modeler

At first, an orange tint was added to the
LED light bar with a Sharpie to warm up
the light color; but then it was determined
that in 1949, the only fluorescent color was
“Daylight” which was a bluish 6,000 °K.
So, the orange tint was rubbed off. Figure 8
shows the roof with the LED light bar, the
fiber optic for the marker lights, the backup
light, the TCS FL-4 lighting decoder, the
wiring harnesses, and the connectors to the
Keep-Alive, track and tail sign.
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The metal tape applied to block light of the
LED’s through the roof had not yet been
applied, because at the time it was not
known to be necessary, and the orange tint
on the light bar had not yet been removed.
The figures below show the lighting
connections in the roof and the underbody
electrical connections below the floor,

including the truck electrical attachment
(rear truck shown) and the electrical
connector for the front truck. The
attachment for the front truck is not clear in
the photo and the electrical connector for
the rear truck is hidden behind the APWS
tank. Also hidden are the resistors for the
tail sign.

John installed the lighting and connections in the roof panel as can be seen here.

This view shows all of the underbody detail and electrical connections that John installed.

Adding Custom Interior Venetian blinds
and Aisle Window Shades
The Interior Venetian blinds were made by
inkjet
printing
images
onto
3M
transparency film and gluing them onto the
inside of the glazing side strips attached to
the roof. The window shades were made
from Hallmark silver wrapping paper
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glued to ABS sheet and then glued to the
inside of the glazing side strips attached to
the roof. These can be seen in figure on the
next page. In addition, the light blocking
metal tape applied can also be seen, along
with all the connections made and ready to
place the roof on the car body. One double
bedroom is shown as having a ceiling, so
that the bedroom appears dark.
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This view provides details of the interior showing the figures, venetian blinds, aisle shades with safety
bars, windows with car loading information and the lighting decoder and metal light blocking tape.
All of these provide excellent interior detail to this car.

Adding Extra Scratchbuilt External
Details for End-of-car Signal Hose, Steam
Line, Uncoupling Mechanism, Grabs,
Titelock
Coupler,
LED-illuminated
Tailsign, LED-illuminated Marker Lights,
and Mid-car Foot Ladder
The tail sign has a little extra depth so as to
be able to contain a train name graphic as
well as a color filter. All NYC lightweight
observations had tail signs with red
illumination except the 20th Century
Limited, which featured a tail sign with
blue illumination. (The low-windowed
Budd observations probably never
appeared on the Century.)
The Titelock coupler was modeled from a
Kadee #148 with an additional pocket. The
marker lights were made from fiber-optic
and illuminated by an LED inside a
lightproof case, which can be seen in the
photos on the previous page. This
particular model, FALL BROOK, was built
for an Ohio State Limited and as a stand-in
for a Laurentian. The backup light was
illuminated by an LED and shielded with
black tape.
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These photos show the marker lights and
backup lights installed on John’s finished
passenger car.

The previous photos show the scratchbuilt
antenna. This was modeled by first Bargecementing tinned brass pins into the roof
and then soldering (!) a brass tempered
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wire to the pins. This sounds like a miracle,
but if a 120-watt soldering gun is used, then
the solder wets before the plastic melts,
thanks to Fourier’s Law. They also show
the “Plymouth gunmetal” coloration of the

underbody and trucks compared to the
black rear Titelock coupler. Plymouth
gunmetal can be mixed from NYC dark
gray (or ModelMaster battleship gray) with
a tad of silver.

John’s finished car is displayed from both sides showing much of the detail and work he put into this
car.

One aspect that has not yet been modeled
(but requires more courage) is a vertical
joint in the fluting below the windows at
the longitudinal location where the smooth
rear portion of the roof meets the fluted
portion. This joint was present in the four
low-window
(BABBLING,
BONNIE,
FALL, PLUM) BROOK series cars, but not
in all three high-window (SINGING,
SUNRISE and WINGATE) BROOK series
cars.
Programming and Operation of Lighting
The TCS FL-4 lighting decoder is
programmed with CV21=16, CV35=4,
CV36=6, CV51=0, CV52=16, CV53=32 and
NYCentral Modeler

CV54=32. This enables F1 to turn on
markers, F2 to turn on backup light, F3 to
turn on tail sign, and F4 to turn on interior
lighting. F1 and F2 operate directionally, so
that when F1 is pressed, the markers
illuminate in the forward direction only,
and when F2 is pressed, the backup light is
illuminated in the rearward direction only.
If the long ID of the car is consisted with
locomotives, then the markers and backup
lighting only (CV21=16) is keyed to the
train direction.
For car long-ID, I used the last three
numbers of the NYC 5-digit assigned
number (10562➞562).
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Lessons Learned
In doing detailed preparation and fancy
lighting on a passenger car, there is always
a heap of “lessons learned.” One car that
was previously prepared, BEDLOES
ISLAND, had an underbody switch which
changed the color of the tail sign to either
blue (for use on the 20th Century Limited)
or red (for other NYC trains).
That was conceived in a moment of
insanity, as it complicated the wiring
immensely. In this car, provision was made
to use filters in the tail sign to achieve that
capability. But that introduced an
unwanted side effect: the tail sign itself had
to be thicker to accommodate two pieces of
plastic: the train name graphic and the color
filter. Only additional viewing time will
determine if this was a good tradeoff. The
tail sign shown in these photos is the
generic NYC graphic used on secondary
trains.
Another lesson has to do with FWD
preparation and installation. The Budd
plates are difficult to construct and need to
be laser cut, preferably in ABS or stainless
steel, as 3D printing in plastic did not work
out. But most laser cutters cannot handle
ABS satisfactorily, because higher heat is
needed to cut and globs of plastic adhere to
the cut piece.
The cutting must be done slowly at a lower
heat. Ideally, Budd plates should be made
out of stainless steel, thick enough so that
they do not bend (20 gauge). But 3D
printers which can use stainless steel leave
behind a product which is granular and
needs to be ground down on both sides, as
well as being extremely expensive.
Laser cutters which can cut stainless steel
sheet are very expensive and very large,
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and the accuracy is unknown at this time.
Therefore, in terms of additional Budd
plates, it looks like these must be
scratchbuilt out of ABS sheet and Walthers
Budd narrow diaphragms until something
else comes along.
The roof light leak problem discovered
indicates that even before a light bar is
installed on a plastic roof, metal light
blocking tape should be applied. Walthers
Mainline cars suffer from this problem
because the window glazing and roof is one
piece, which means the roof is clear plastic
painted over.
Walthers Proto cars also have a light
problem but of a different nature. The
problem with Proto cars is light shining
through cracks between the roof and side.
This is even more difficult to fix, requiring
a double layer tape with only half adhesive.
Roof and car side light leaks are not to be
tolerated.
Some commercial passenger cars which are
illuminated suffer from this problem (like
Broadway Limited cars), but cars that I
prepare MUST NOT. On this car, the metal
tape was applied after the light bar was
installed and all the wiring done; that was
a difficult job.
Working with the Walthers electrical
system entails a lot of lessons learned. Both
trucks pick up on both sides, and electrical
contact is made through fingers which
contact four sheet metal screws on each
truck. Current is then fed through two steel
weights, which run the length of the car.
Electricity is then conducted through
fingers at one car end which extend up to a
light bar. All of this can be assembled by a
robot with no soldering. Clever, but bad.
Even if lighting is not installed in such a
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Walthers car, parking the car across a rail
gap with opposite polarity (whether DC
analog or DCC) will cause the steel weights
to act as a direct short, heating up and even
eventually melting the car and causing the
plastic to possibly catch fire.
The truck pickup fingers imprecisely locate
the truck as to height and induce rough
swing motion. The sheet metal screws on
the trucks are unsightly. All of that has to
go.
On this car, screws were replaced with
brass bolts and nuts or #3-3/8 flat-head
sheet metal screws and countersunk.
An electrical connector for pickup on one
side only was fashioned and attached to a
bolted brass screw. The truck side frames
are Zamac, so using steel screws is OK and
will not encourage galvanic corrosion. It is
also possible to grind down the existing
Walthers truck sheet metal screws but the
results are not as good and it is still a lot of
work. One-sided pickup is OK if a keepalive or super-cap is used to prevent flicker.
A micro connector for each truck was used
so that the truck could be electrically
disconnected
and
removed
for
maintenance. A good deal of wire (over 7
feet on this car) was required for wiring.
But all of this requires more modeling
construction time. If DCC control is desired
(probably necessary only for tail cars), then
a separate keep-alive needs to be used with
a lighting decoder. This adds weight, is
expensive, and takes up a lot of room.
There was so much wiring that it could not
all be accommodated inside the car body,
so some of it had to be routed on the
underside of the car.
If a car does not need DCC control of
lighting (like coaches and most diners),
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then a light strip with a super-cap can be
used, like the new Limited Edition lighting
strips. This is much more tractable and
cheaper.
Adding grab details also benefit from
lessons learned. After holes are drilled,
cyanoacrylate glue should be applied from
the inside of the car side to produce a
cleaner installation.
It may be necessary to Dremel down the
stubs on the inside to eliminate interference
from other parts. LED’s are never the
correct color for lighting. Even if “yellow
glow” or “sunny white” LED’s are used,
the actual color is not ideal.
White LED’s are expensive from model
railroad manufacturers, but I found a reel
of warm white micro-sized LED Christmas
lights at Walmart for $11 for 150 lights. That
is less than $0.08 per LED—can’t beat that!
The color can be fine-tuned by swabbing
the LED (all sides of it) using yellow,
orange or golden-yellow Sharpie markers.
Unfortunately, this was forgotten to be
done for the backup light LED. A red, green
or blue Sharpie can also be used to make
red, green or blue lights. The marker light
LED was done that way. The tail sign LED
was left as is with color added by filters.
White LED’s are usually 3-volt animals, so
a resistor (or resistors) from about 500 to
1500Ω need to be added in series,
individually for each LED.
I used 970Ω. The TL-4 is capable of
adjusting the brightness, in addition if
needed, with CV’s. The Walthers light strip
produced a decidedly blue-white color,
which when coated with an orange Sharpie,
made for a pinkish-warm white color, good
for incandescent lighting. But this coating
was removed when it was realized that in
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1949, “Daylight” commercial fluorescents
were introduced.
Another lesson learned was with regard for
locating and arranging where the keepalive, DCC lighting decoder, and remaining
wiring were located. This car has 3 levels of
wiring: under roof, over body floor, under
body floor. Locating the keep-alive in the
interior part and then the lighting decoder
in the roof necessitated three sets of wires
with connectors. It won’t be done that way
on the next tail car.
Since the roof usually contains marker
lights, sometimes a backup or Mars light,
and interior lights, it is wise to locate the
lighting decoder in the roof. But even
though the keep alive is usually heavy, it
will be attached to the roof at a position to
be clear from interior parts. This will save
some wiring and a set of gold-plated
connectors. It might even be positioned and
mounted to rigidly hang down from the
roof into a compartment, so as to minimize
raising the center of mass of the car.
The last application of lessons learned used
in this car was regarding the Walthers
coupling system. Absolutely the most
reliable coupling system for passenger car
trains would be a long-shank coupler,
without centering springs, and with a
coupler that did not exhibit “coupler
buckling.” See Chart (Next page) for
examples of coupler buckling. Sergent,
Precision Scale and Kemtron couplers
exhibit no coupler buckling. Dummy
couplers and drawbars also eliminate
coupler buckling because they in effect
produce a rigid connection.
Rigid coupling performs much better in
backup maneuvers. But all those cannot be
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conveniently uncoupled for a number of
reasons. In addition, long shank couplers,
whether rigid or not, reduce the distance
compression between cars on curves and
eliminating centering springs both reduce
the tractive effort required to pull a train
around curves. See chart on the next page
for a Free Body Diagram of forces.
All of these aspects help when FWD’s are
used, especially removing centering
springs, because FWD’s drastically increase
friction on curves (See chart next page). In
the absence of using couplers without
buckling, Kadee and Kadee clone couplers
were used (lots of buckling) along with the
long shank Walthers configuration with its
plastic centering spring removed on the
front coupler (retained on the rear for
looks). The Walthers system has two
degrees of freedom, also bad for backup
moves. One degree of freedom can be
removed by cementing or fastening the
Kadee-clone in its box to eliminate swing
motion, and that effectively becomes a
body-mounted coupler. But that also cuts
down on the minimum radius substantially
because the swing of the remaining coupler
arm is reduced due to limitation by the car
end details and is only significant for
reverse moves.
The total number of hours required for
modeling this car was 91.5. A schedule of
the hours spent are shown in Table 1(Next
page). This is a standard form I use in
modeling all my passenger cars. The total
cost was $243.45, of which $35.00 was the
cost of the original Walthers Mainline car
for 121 parts. An inventory of the parts cost
and number is shown in table on next page.
This is a form that has been used to for
NMRA MMR AP scoring.
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Article by Bob Shaw

Photos by Bob

From Metal to Paper, Small To Large - Blending Buildings on the Water Level Route

I’m guilty! I can’t resist buying a bargain building or one that’s just too unique to pass up. The result
is acquiring structures made from a variety of materials including paper, metal, plastic, ceramic, wood
and molded polymer. Furthermore O-scale structures come in many sizes. Some are in true O-scale.
Some are called O-scale but are slightly smaller and often labeled semi-scale.

The tinplate MTH reproduction of a 1936 116 Lionel station (middle) is actually in Standard gauge,
which is twice as large as my collection of Plasticville structures (far left) that fall between S and
small O-gauge in size. The challenge was to group structures on my layout so they “blend” together
and look good despite the variety of materials and sizes.

This article recaps this blending progress prior to adding sidewalks, streetlamps and other
scenic details.

NYCentral Modeler

1st Quarter 2021

63

Building Scale Comparison
Unlike precisely sized, highly detailed
recreations of actual towns and cities
spotlighted in previous editions of Modeler,
my O-scale layout is a whimsical creative
interpretation of the NYC Water Level
Route including the cities and towns along
the way. With this in mind, let’s compare
the size of various O-scale and Standard
Gauge structures.
At 5.5 x 4.75 x 4.0 inches high, the yellow
Plasticville bungalow is the smallest
structure.

You can see the different proportions of the
same 132 station (left) and a ceramic
building - an 8.0” x 7.0” x 7.0” high Snow
Village Lionel Train shop.

Plastic Lionel 132 station on the left compared
to a ceramic Snow Village Lionel Train Shop on
right.

O-scale figures vary in sizes too from the
Plasticville man in the bowler hat on the far
left up to the metal 1930s Lionel Standard
Gauge gentleman on the far right.

Plasticville yellow bungalow is smallest of my
structures.

It’s much smaller than the 7.5 x 6.5 x 7.5inch-high white plastic MTH house (on
right above) and dwarfed when compared
to the 19.5 x 9.0 x 8.75-inch-high metal 116
Passenger Station in Standard Gauge.

Metal 116 Standard Gauge station on left,
compared with O-Gauge Lionel 132 station on
right.

There is a wide variety of figure sizes from the
Plasticville gentleman on the left to the
Standard Gauge passenger on the right.

Grouping Is the Key
Careful grouping is the key to blending
various size buildings and figures so they
look good together. For example, all of my
small Plasticville buildings (Next page) are
being grouped on the far-right side of the
layout to separate them from the larger
buildings, such as Standard Gauge stations
on a passenger platform.

The 116 Station is large even when
compared with the traditional size 12.0 x
8.25 x 7-inch-high plastic Lionel 132 Station.
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Next, I placed a low-profile news structure
in this spot so visitors could see the highly
detailed Woodland Scenics Davenport
Department Store and Cobbler Shop on
Main Street behind the station platform.

Bob’s Plasticville buildings are all grouped in
the background as they are considerably
smaller than the rest of his buildings. Doing
that also make them look farther away in the
distance. This adds depth to the layout.

Note how the largest Standard Gauge
figures look good when placed outside of
the largest structure – the tinplate 116
Station.

The Standard Gauge figures look very natural
in front of Bob’s station. They would be too
large with his other buildings.

The Lionel News shack is strategically placed
next to the station so that viewers can see the
details of the buildings across the tracks.

This wide view of the station platform shows
two red pre-war Lionel 126 Stations that were
added to flank the 116 Station. Isolating and
grouping these larger Standard Gauge
buildings together on a platform created a
realistic scene. Note that smaller metal figures
are grouped together on the red wooden station
platforms in the foreground as well as on the
crossover bridge on the left.

Main Street Mix

Bob placed an animated Lionel 128 News Stand
next to the 116 Station because the man who
bought the paper is large and was compatible
with the Standard Gauge porter who’s greeting
him.
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Now let’s look at Main Street behind the
station platform. It’s a consolidation of preassembled, kit and paper buildings. On
next page, at the far right, the Woodland
Scenics Davenport Department Store and
Cobbler Shop on its left are highly detailed,
come fully assembled and feature prewired
1st Quarter 2021

65

lights, which makes the added cost
worthwhile. A yellow AmeriTowne kit
office building is next followed by two
paper red brick apartment buildings by
Pioneer Valley. Two MTH plastic buildings
on the far-left corner of Main Street are an
Ives Toy Train store with blue and white
striped awnings and a Corner Coffee Shop.

Bob’s Main Street displays a mix of several
manufacturer’s buildings that include plastic
and paper buildings that create a very realistic
scene.

Since this street faces the front of the layout,
Bob could cut a single paper apartment house
into two halves and place the front and back
half side-by-side to fit into a limited space.

Across a side street, Main Street continues
with a Woodland Scenics Harrison’s
Hardware store anchoring the right corner.

Blending Big and Small
Adding nostalgic buildings is fun, such as
this Department 56 porcelain recreation of
Ralphie’s House immortalized in the
Christmas Story movie.

Note the alley that leads to two paper Pioneer
Valley red brick apartment buildings (see black
arrow), which were created by cutting a single
building in half and placing the two halves
side-by-side. An MTH Soda Luncheonette can
be seen beside a red and grey AmeriTowne
Flicker Theater. Next door, residents living in
the tall ceramic Department 56 Beekman House
can easily walk to any downtown attraction.

The back view (Top right) of the
apartments shows why styrene panels will
be glued to the interior to reinforce and
flatten each half.
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Bob placed Ralphie’s home as the first one in a
row of houses that’s located across the trolley
tracks from the Beekman House.

On the far left of the photo (next page), you
can see the top side and back of his house
next to a scale size grey plastic “Grandpa’s
House” by Menards and a large scratch1st Quarter 2021
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built wood three-decker house. They just
looked good together.

Smaller MTH houses run down the rest of the
street to the right of the triple-decked house.

In front of Main Street, medium size metal
figures make a busy Lionel 132 Passenger
Station come to life.

These examples show why successfully
blending large and small structures takes
time, requires careful grouping and relies
on a little forced perspective.
Paper Buildings Are Great
Despite a crooked chimney, J.P. Colby
Clothing (top right) looks great. It’s paper!
The same is true for A&J Glass Co. and a
side street of buildings (behind Main Street,
where the backs of two red brick paper
apartment houses are visible). Pioneer
Valley produced a series of paper buildings
years ago and I purchased many of them
for less than $8.00 apiece. Good looks at a
bargain price are hard to beat.
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These paper buildings including J.P. Colby’s
Clothing Store, A&J Glass and Goldsmith
Furniture, Al's Welding and the two brick
apartment houses behind them are an
inexpensive and good-looking way to expand
the street scenes on a layout.

Metal, Plastic and Ceramic Blend
A metal, plastic and ceramic building are
grouped on the other side of town (next
page).
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printing custom signs on sticker project
paper and applying them to the exteriors.

Bob mixed metal, plastic and ceramic buildings
to create this interesting scene along the
railroad.

Berkshire Valley produced the metal
Standard Oil Service Station (left, above) as
a kit comprised of many detailed parts,
including a lift that I placed a Ford truck on
for an oil change. The kit was constructed
on a board that will set into a hole cut into
the pink insulation board.
A Woodland Scenics U.S. Post Office was
placed next door (middle) beside a ceramic
Snow Village Lionel Train Shop. It has an
alley beside it to permit a clear view of the
Lionel sign on the side that will glow when
illuminated by interior lighting.

Bob is especially proud of these two buildings
that he rescued from under a train show table.

Adding Interest Up Front
Obviously, creating scenes that tell a story
adds interest to any layout, and will be
done around the buildings discussed so far.
A Woodland Scenics Emporium and Atlas
Fairview Dairy represent a start. They’re
located up front near the edge of my layout
and will be noticed immediately by visitors.

The Emporium and Fairview dairy
showpieces at the front of Bob’s layout.

The Lionel sign is clearly visible on the side of
the Train Store in this photo next to the alley.

Integrating Wooden Buildings
A scale-size lumber company and billiards
hall are located beside the Lionel Train
Shop at the end of the street. Found under
a table at a train show, both were in bad
shape, but only cost $15.00. Hours of
regluing, replacing missing pieces and
painting paid off. The final touch was
NYCentral Modeler

are

I will add more figures at a small table in
front of the Emporium. At the dairy, cows
were placed in the panel truck, ice is being
delivered by the yellow truck and two men
are discussing business on the delivery
platform. A road and trees are next.
You Can Do It
If you have O-Scale buildings of a variety of
materials and sizes, experiment by placing
them in different configurations on your
layout. You’ll find a combination that
works after a few tries. It’s fun and
rewarding!
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NYCSHS Archive Products DVDs
The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded. We are very pleased to
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC.
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the
Collinwood Shop.
Here are the latest:

NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932 NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018 NYC Signals Department

NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop
http://www.NYCSHS.net
Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages.
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Upgrading A Bowser HO-Scale K-11 4-6-2
Article by Doug Kisala

Photos by Doug except as noted

Fireman’s side of Doug’s completed HO-scale Bowser K11c Pacific #4459.

I wanted to write about getting Bowser's
K11 4-6-2 running on DCC and I also
wanted to include available prototype
information applicable to the K11c class
and to K11 tenders in general.
I enjoy modeling steam powered passenger
trains and I grew up in northwestern New
Jersey.
My grandfather grew up in
Elizabethport, New Jersey, and he was a
Jersey Central fan. We talked a lot about
Jersey Central operations in NJ, but never
about the CNJ-NYC freight interchanges at
Weehawken. A few years ago, I purchased
Rich Stoving’s book New York Central Steam
Power in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and
the book piqued both my curiosity and
modeling interest. Amongst other things,
the book showed K11 engines working in
and around Weehawken and on other parts
of the West Shore Line. I have always liked
4-6-2s and I was inspired to model an
engine that ran in NY and NJ commuter
service in the late 1940s.
Prototype Information
Mr. McKnight’s 2nd Qtr. 1981 Central
Headlight article “The Kaye Elevens” does a
great job of explaining the K11 subclasses
and their careers until the last were retired
in 1954. I am most interested in the K11s
NYCentral Modeler

after they became commuter power and as
they existed in the late 1940s.
I was especially interested in the Baldwinbuilt K11c engines, in part because of their
rarity (Baldwin-built steam engines were
not prolific on the NYC) and because of
their comparative longevity. Mr. Edson's
"Steam Locomotives of the New York Central
Lines" has roster information for the K11
variants (along with the K10 and K14
engines) on pages 204-207. The Baldwinbuilt K11c engines were built between
December 1911 and January 1912 and were
initially numbered 3050-3079. In the 1936
renumbering scheme, the survivors were
put into the block numbered 4450-4479, and
they carried those numbers until their
retirement. Eighteen of the 30 engines were
renumbered in 1936, and another two
(#3052 and #3064) were converted to class
K14c in 1925. K11c retirements started in
1934. The last engine, K11c #4457 was not
retired until February 1954, which was very
late for NYC 4-6-2s.
Rich Stoving’s book on the Harlem and
Putnam Divisions has handy K11c photos,
including one of #4461 with a Delta trailing
truck and a 7500-gallon tender on page 23.
On page 31, there’s a shot of #4469 with a
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Delta trailing truck and a booster. I think
that photo shows the engine with an 8000gallon tender from an L1 4-8-2.
Dr. Hastings described K11 operations
circa 1950 in the Catskills in his article.
Through Mr. Staufer's book, I found out
that K11c #4459 worked as an oil burner
running in the Adirondacks for part of her
career.
Mr. McKnight's excellent article does not
specifically address K11c tenders but does
include diagrams of the engines and
tenders. According to Mr. Scace’s article,
the K11c engines were built with 7500gallon tenders classified as F23b. Some
later got 8000-gallon tenders from L1 4-8-2s
as those engines got larger tenders.
According to the 1946 NYC Locomotive
book (page 88 of 134), six of the K11c
engines had 10000-gallon tenders, one had
an 8500-gallon tender, seven had 8000gallon tenders, and three had 7500-gallon
tenders. Mr. Curl's article on the L1 4-8-2s
explains how some of the larger tenders
became available for use with the K11
engines. By October 15, 1924, 64 L1
locomotives had larger tenders. A total of
111 were purchased for the L1 engines and
the original tenders (8000-gallon capacity)
were given to K11 4-6-2s and a few H5 2-82s.
The 7500-gallon tenders likely had
Andrews leaf spring tender trucks, while
the 8000-, 8500-gallon, and 10,000-gallon
tenders had the drop equalizer trucks
(NYC-style?) tender trucks.
The diagram book shows a tender tank
length of 26 ft 0 inches for 7500-gallon/10ton tenders.
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For those of you interested in K11c engines
that ran as oil burners, there are several
shots available from the Central Headlight's
issues. K11c #4477 is shown as an oil
burner in the 4th Qtr. 2007 Central Headlight,
page 13. K11c 4468 is on page 14 of the
same issue, and K11c 4471 is on page 15.
Additionally, Mr. Staufer’s NYC Later
Power, page 157, shows K11C 4459 as an oil
burner (the oil tank peeks over the side of
what was the coal bunker) with what I
think is an 8000-gallon tender.
According to Mr. Curl’s article in the 2nd
Qtr. 1985 Central Headlight (page 15), all of
the K14 subclasses and booster-equipped
K11 engines got 10000-gallon tenders from
H10 and H10a engines.
Some of the K11 engines worked as
passenger terminal switchers. Mr. Haas’
Memories of New York Central Steam on page
209 shows K11c #4455 with a tender with
either a cut down or recessed coal bunker,
possibly 7500 gallons doing passenger
switching work in Chicago.
Towards a K11 in HO-scale
If you’d like a K11 in HO-scale, the options
that don’t involve scratchbuilding include
runs of Key brass models reviewed by Mr.
James Benedict in the 1st Qtr. 1988 Central
Headlight and the diecast Bowser models.
I really enjoy assembling and improving
die cast steam engine kits. I’ve built or
upgraded over a dozen Bowser kits. Until
recently, I had not purchased or worked on
Bowser’s K11 kit. So far, I've bought two
Bowser K11 models, both used, and both
after Bowser stopped producing steam
locomotive kits. One of the K11 kits I found
is a very old Bowser (Redlands, CA) model
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that will take a lot of work to get running. I
bought my second K11, the focus of this
article, used, but assembled with an
Athearn Pacific tender.

The 7500-gallon tenders for the K11
subclasses were built with water scoops. I
think this was also true for the other
tenders used with the K11 engines.

Modeling a K11c 4459 Tender

I cut away a portion of the tender’s
underframe so I could run wires from the
decoder to the engine. I had to replace the
tender’s rear steps with brass Cary parts,
and I drilled and tapped the tender shell to
take a 2-56 screw so I could mount a Kadee
coupler.

This is the Bowser K-11c tender looking down
from above. This allowed me to model my loco
with one of the smaller 7500- or 8000-gallon
tenders used in commuter service on the West
Shore.

I wanted to model a coal burning K11c that
worked in commuter service on the West
Shore Line. Based on the photos Rich sent
me, this meant one of the smaller 7500- or
8000-gallon tenders. I picked K11c #4459
which lasted in NYC service until October
1950.
I had a Mantua switcher tender body and
underframe on hand that I thought would
make a reasonable stand in for the NYC’s
K11 tenders based on measurements I
made on the model. Mantua’s model splits
the difference in terms of cistern height
between the 7500-gallon and 8000-gallon
tenders. The 7500-gallon tender in the
diagram book has a tank length of 26 feet,
with a water tank height of 56" (4 feet, eight
inches). The Mantua switcher tender has a
tank length of 26 feet and a tank height of
60 inches (5 scale feet). The 8000-gallon
tender in the diagram book also has a tank
length of 26 feet but has a taller water tank
height of 65" (5 feet, five inches).
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Modeling friend Jeff Pellas sent a pair of the
NYC/drop equalizer trucks, which are
good for the 7500-gallon, 8000-gallon, and
10000-gallon tenders. For reasons I still
can’t figure out, Bowser Andrews leaf
spring tender trucks ran better with the
tender as I built it.
A few of the K11c engines got 10000-gallon
tenders from H10 2-8-2s late in their
careers. One way to model those tenders
would be to shorten the body and frame on
a Mantua 4-6-2 tender and to use the
Bowser drop equalizer trucks.
With help from Seth Larkin, I learned that
#4459 had a water scoop on her 8000-gallon
tender in 1946. I wanted to add a Precision
Scale Co. water scoop, but I could not figure
out a way to add the scoop to the tender
underframe without significant cutting and
grinding on either the underframe or
significant cuts to the scoop casting itself.
After a separate Jersey Central 4-6-2
kitbash, I found myself with a Rivarossi
USRA tender that had a water scoop but
didn’t need it. I was able to file and fit the
scoop to fit the Mantua tender. You might
also use Cal-Scale’s water scoop set.
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Upgrading the K-11c Locomotive

K11c chassis as I built it. Mantua tender has
forward right portion of the frame removed to
run wires from the decoder to the engine.

The model I purchased had Bowser's DC71
motor.
I wanted to add a decoder for
Digital Command Control (hereafter DCC)
without making too many modifications to
the model. Since the Alliance repower kits
for the Bowser K11 are out of production
and I was not confident in my ability to add
a Northwest Short Line gearbox and keep
the correct quartering on the drivers, I
decided to modify the Bowser motor to
cooperate with a decoder.
The motor in my kit was a DC71 with a
single motor brush on the left side
insulated. I had a newer skew wound DC71
that had a different worm gear but had both
motor brushes insulated. I removed the
motor brush insulator from the skew
wound DC71 and transferred it to the older
DC71.
I had to grind out portions of the boiler
casting to get enough motor brush
clearance to prevent potential short circuits.
I replaced the model's wheelsets with
modified Bowser lead truck wheelsets. I
had some 33" brass wheelsets on hand that
fit the Bowser axles, so I ended up with a
plastic insulated wheelset on the left side
and a brass wheelset on the right side. This
gives the model five wheels picking up
current on the right side and four on the left
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(tender), making it close to a 4-axle diesel in
terms of current collection.
I wired the model to use a Digitrax
DH126D decoder. Space was tight in the
Mantua tender. If you want a current
keeper/stay alive, consider modeling one
of the K11 engines that ran with 10000gallon tenders.
Details
Rich pointed out to me that the Bowser
boiler casting has a representation of a
circular Baldwin builder’s plate on each
side of the model’s smokebox, making the
Bowser model good for a K11c. If you are
modeling other K11 subclasses, you may
want to file off and sand down the builder’s
plate so you can replace it.
I changed out the footboard pilot that the
model came with for Bowser's K11
passenger pilot. I drilled and tapped the
pilot for a 2-56 screw to secure a Kadee
coupler. K11 engines used in transfer and
passenger shifter service did use the
footboard pilot, so check photos if you’re
interested in a particular engine.
Even with a new grinding bit for my
Dremel motor tool, I had a tough time
removing the cast on piping and details in
my older Bowser (Redlands) K11 kit. I
decided not to remove the cast-on piping or
details on my model of #4459.
I used a drywall screw and a hammer to
perform the functions of a center punch to
provide drill starting points to add the Cal
Scale generator, bell, and marker lights. I
used a little plastic compatible oil at the
starting point, and I started the drill bits by
hand. Once I was confident the drill bit was
1st Quarter 2021
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not likely to wander or jam, I used my
motor tool on its lowest speed setting to
drill the holes. This works pretty well on a
zinc boiler casting; if you work on a model
with a lead boiler, you may need to drill by
hand as drill bits under power may clog,
jam, and break.
I secured the marker lights, generator, and
bell with Walthers Goo. On other models,
I’ve needed to use cyanoacrylate adhesive
on certain parts. I used Goo to secure the
listed generator, whistle, and bell. I am not
sure if these parts are correct for K11
engines and I appreciate corrections and
education on NYC appliances.
Painting and decaling
I purchased the model painted and
assembled.
The original builder had
painted the model in a fairly shiny black, so
I had mainly touch-up painting to do. The
builder had painted the smokebox a very
light aluminum color, while I prefer a
darker gray. I painted the smokebox and
the portions of the firebox below the

running board in Polly Scale’s Grimy Black.
I used flat black acrylic paint to touch up
areas on the model that I had scraped or
sanded. Once I was happy with the boiler’s
painting, I brushed Polly Scale’s clear gloss
onto the cab sides and the front number
board. The next day I started applying
decals
I used Microscale’s New York Central
steam power set. If you have an older
Microscale set, you may want to spray it
with a clear gloss coat (such as Testor's
Glosscote) to prevent the decals from
fragmenting. After I applied the decals, I
used Walthers' Solvaset to get them to settle
onto the cab side and tender surfaces. The
next day, I applied a coat of clear gloss to
seal the decals in place. I let the model dry
overnight, and then I sprayed a clear flat
finish onto the model.
I cut small squares of .010 clear styrene to
represent window glass and I tacked them
into place inside the model’s cab with
diluted white glue applied with a small
brush.

An engineer’s side view of the finished K-11c #4459 with the 7500-gallon tender, looking like it is right
out of the shop and cleaned and polished up to impress the commuters on the West Shore.
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Thanks to these gentlemen for graciously contributing time and information. Any errors
are mine.
•

Rich Stoving for generously sending several K11 photos showing engines near Nyack,
NY and for reviewing an early draft.

•

Jeff Pellas for sending me a pair of Bowser drop equalizer tender trucks.

•

Seth Larkin for helping me to understand the NYC steam roster books and how to find
which engines had water scoops.
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Bill of Materials
Bowser
100200 K11 4-6-2 kit
22193 Insulating motor brush mount
2601 Brass passenger pilot for K11 Bowser
2988 NYC tender trucks
2989 Andrews tender trucks
Cal Scale
190-202 Sunbeam headlight
190-212 Sunbeam generator
190-280 Marker light loco modern
190-320 Air and signal hoses
190-328 Bell- w/anti-rotation bar
190-2004 Water scoop set
Cary
13-256 Tender steps
Digitrax
DH126 decoder
Kadee
158 coupler (for tender)
142 coupler (for pilot)
Mantua
Switcher tender
Microscale
87-78 NYC steam locomotive decals
Precision Scale Co.
3401 Tender water scoop
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NYCentral Modeler 2020 Authors – Hall of Heroes

1st Qtr. 2020 Authors (From top left to right) - Steve Lasher, Russ Weis, Seth Lakin, Jeff English
(No Photo), Al Werner, Bob Shaw, Bob Chapman, David Howarth

2nd Qtr. 2020 Authors

(From top left to right) – Tom Long, Seth Lakin, Howie Mann, Steve
Bratina, Bob Shaw, Russ Briggs
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NYCentral Modeler 2020 Authors – Hall of Heroes

3rd Qtr. 2020 Authors (From top left to right) Tom Long, Seth Lakin, Stan Madyda, Ed Enyedy,

Rich Stoving, Noel Widdifield, Steve Lasher, Russ Weis, Bob Shaw

4th Qtr. 2020 Authors

(From top left to right) – Mark Sklar, Charlie Crawford, Bob Shaw,
Michael Casatelli (No Photo), Seth Lakin, Brian Scace, Russ Briggs

H a ll o f H e r o e s- A l l h a v e r e c e i v ed o u r N Y C S H S M a g a z i n e W r i t e r
T-Shirt for their first article for us.
NYCentral Modeler
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We introduced this feature in the NYCentral
Modeler to showcase some of our NYCSHS
members modeling. We are requesting that
you send us some photos of your models
with a short caption. We will showcase
these models in each new edition. Send
photos to: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org

the back of the cab roof, a new Custom
Finishing headlight and a water scope on the
tender. Otherwise, I painted, weathered, and
installed a Sountraxx Tsunami sound decoder
before placing her in service.

Manuel Duran-Duran Modeling

Steve Lasher & Russ Weis Models

NYC H10a, #2195, rides the table at the Clinton
Street roundhouse prior to going on a drag back
to Collinwood on Russ Weis's NYC themed
layout.

2195 is having her tank topped off prior to
being sent over to the ready track. Her crew is
at "Bev's Place" up on Clinton Street for a bit
of breakfast before reporting for duty. The
model is an Overland Models engine that was
a pilot model. Not much was done to it detailwise since it was beautifully detailed right out
of the box. I did add the NYC gangway light at
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Developing the Harmon Baggage Room Model
Mold of original 3D printed master, castings,
masking over brick base color, concrete coat,
painted casting and testing design of doors and
windows. (Left to Right clockwise)

Rich Stoving Modeling

Five to Go! Five engines await calls to duty in
the eastbound staging yard of Rich Stoving's
HO-scale Hudson Division. Front to back,
they are J-1d 5295, Westside 1984; L-2a 2780,
2780, Key Imports 1988; J-1e 5330, Westside
1977; L-2c 2865. Key Imports 1988; and K-3q
4683q Alco Models (heavily rebuilt) 1976.
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new look. Mechanically, the motor is the motor it
came with except for new Neodinium magnets
from Micro-Mark. Steve tried to think of newer,
perhaps better, ways to power it but, in the end, the
only practical way was to use the original motor
and gearing. As it turns out, on DCC, it runs
remarkably well.

L-2a 2780 rolls a string of meat reefers
eastward out of Bear Mountain Tunnel on
Rich's layout. Rich fabricated the doubletrack telltale, one of several on his layout from
brass rod and bronze wire. The "whisker" sets
hang from tiny hooks so that if accidently hit,
they will simply dislodge. Trains haven't hit
them yet, but clumsy fingers have.

Steve Lasher’s Holiday Gift to Russ Weis

Electrically, he gives credit to Jon Vincent, a
mutual friend and an N-scaler, for wiring in a
Soundtraxx Econami decoder along with LED
lights. He tried to fit a full-size Current Keeper,
knowing electrical pick-up was going to be limited.
It does have a modified one, but there was only so
much room. After a big dose of "De-Ox-It" contact
cleaner allowed it to pick up reasonably well.
Prior to sending it to Jon for wiring, Steve painted,
decaled, and weathered it slightly, figuring that
most of the time the roundhouse forces treated
these like pets. He gave it the number "X98"
because "X" seemed to be what NYC did with nonrevenue equipment and 98 was cast into a
numberplate on the smokebox front. Die-cast zinc
wasn’t his favorite thing to mess with so just
leaving "98" seemed to be reasonable.
In the few years that Russell and Steve have been
collaborating, Russ says he's gotten really good at
taking up ballast. Steve makes suggestions for
improvements and Russ winds up taking up more
ballast! So, now he'll have to take up a little more
to lay a new, short whisker track around his
turntable so "Thomas" will have a place to stay.
Steve is pretty sure Russ will think it's worth it.

Read Details of Steve’s Project below!!
Loco made from Thomas is an old (late 50s - early
60s) Japanese engine made by the well-respected
manufacturer of brass locomotives, Sakura, that
Steve found on the eBay. It is all diecast except for
the running gear, which is brass.
The fact that it had full, working valve gear was a
selling point. And, being die-cast, it's about as
heavy (unless it were made of depleted uranium) as
an 0-4-0T could be. A few new lost-wax castings
and a couple of scratchbuilt parts later it had its
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Thomas…Really?
Well…yes, why not. I can’t explain exactly
how it all came about but the idea
ultimately became a Christmas present for
my friend, Russ Weis.
Sometime back, while doing my usual
bottom feeding on E-bay, I came across a
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listing for this B&O dockside. Since it’s
hard to come up with something the Weis
Hobby Shop doesn’t already have for NYC
power-wise, my thinking had turned
toward something to be the roundhouse
goat at Russ’s Clinton Street roundhouse. I
have a book that had a 0-6-0T that was used
as a roundhouse goat at Toledo that steered
me in that direction and this dockside
seemed a reasonable choice.
What made this particular piece interesting
was the fact that it’s a genuine survivor that
dates from the late 1950s, I think. It was an
import from Japan made by Sakura, a
respected brass builder. It’s all diecast and,
in addition, it had complete valve gear.
Now, the first HO locomotive I ever owned
was a B&O docksider that had come in a
Revel train set I got for Christmas. As I
remember it had a plastic shell (surprise,
huh, for Revel) and no valve gear. It had 2
speeds – standing still and sub-orbital.
Ultimately, I was the successful bidder for
this nice Sakura model and got it for a very
reasonable figure.
I didn’t want to turn this into a forever
project so detailing and changes were
minimal. But, if you know me, I just
couldn’t help but give it some personality
of its own. A handful of lost-wax castings
from the parts supply seemed in order. I
replaced the bell, applied a new whistle,
pop-valve and globe valve to the steam
dome along with a turbo generator in front
of the cab. I didn’t see a really obvious way
to get water into the saddle tank so I
fabricated a water fill hatch to sit on the
little shelf by the smokestack. I cut or
ground off the headlight representations on
both ends and replaced them with CalScale Pyle switcher headlights. On the
NYCentral Modeler

fireman’s side a new air pump went just
ahead of the cab while on the engineer’s
side a power reverse took root. Now, you
might wonder what a 0-4-0T needs with a
power reverse. I’m chalking it up to
enthusiasm
on
the
mechanical
department’s part to show their mechanical
prowess. A new auxiliary reservoir and
distributing valve went under the cab. On
the back I placed a hatch to be the filler for
the oil tank. (Now, if I could just get the
Sountraxx Econami to quit with the
random coal shoveling sound!) along with
some steps, grab irons, etc.
Mechanically, the only change was to
replace the motor magnets with new
Neodymium magnets from Micro-Mark.
Brother, when they say there strong, they
mean it! You don’t dare let anything steel
or iron get in the neighborhood lest it get
sucked up! It wasn’t that I wouldn’t have
changed out the motor for something
newer but, knowing my limitations and
after considerable study, I decided the
original drive was best left in place.
It was painted with Scalecoat and lettered
with Microscale decals. I numbered it X98
since “X” was apparently used for nonrevenue equipment and “98” was cast into
the boiler front number plate and I didn’t
see a good way to get rid of the cast on
number plate. Weathering was kept very
modest since these engines tended to be
pets of the mechanical department and
were well cared for.
Next it was given to our friend, Jon Vincent.
Jon’s an N-scaler who does very impressive
work and I rightly thought he could deal
with shoe horning in the electronics in this
small space better than I could. He didn’t
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disappoint. Thomas is equipped with a
Soundtraxx Econami decoder and “cubie”
speaker so, except for the coal shoveling, he
makes all the right sounds. Oh yes, Jon
installed the LED lights too. Thomas runs
surprisingly well, although it did take a
dose of De-Ox-It on the pick-ups to steady
him up.
Of course, the name “Thomas” comes from
the late Master Mechanic at Clinton Street,
the very personable Mr. Thomas Rhodes, Sr.
But, what the heck, shouldn’t everyone
have a “Thomas the Tank Engine”.

Steve presented his gift to Russ and these three
photos are taken of the loco on Russ’s layout.

Noel Widdifield’s Memories

The Anderson, IN Texaco station is very busy
on a September 1954 Saturday morning.
Station kitbashed plastic kit, figures hand
painted metal, trucks and cars 1/25-scale on
Noel’s 1/29-scale railroad.

We continue to ask for photos and articles
for the magazine but we receive very few.
We spend an inordinate amount of time
trying to get our members to share their
modeling with us. This column was an
attempt to make it easier to share photos
rather than writing articles, but we have
gotten very few photos.
NYCentral Modeler
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store. We offer
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and art prints -- all
with the NYC logo.
Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 20%
off MSRP. For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each.
To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today. Memberships start at only $44
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”.
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”.
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New York Central System
Historical Society
P.O. Box 42, Lodi, NJ 07644-0042

2021 New Membership Application
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------

$44.00

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD
Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight
---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD
---- Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ----- ADD

$15.00

Options:
Contributing Member *
Sustaining Member

$44.00
$ 8.00
$44.00

---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$16.00

* ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$36.00

TOTAL

$____________

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society.
These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight.
Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31.
You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html

Please fill in all blanks.
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________________

State: _________

9 Digit Zip:________________________
Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________________________
e-Mail Address: _______________________________________ Phone: _________________________
Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________ What Scale? __________________________
Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.

Yes

No
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New York Central System
Historical Society
P.O. Box 42, Lodi, NJ 07644-0042
****NOTE NEW MAILING ADDRESS****

2021 Membership Renewal Form
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------

$44.00

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD
Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight
---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD
---- Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ----- ADD
Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------

$15.00

Options:
Contributing Member *
Sustaining Member

$44.00
$ 8.00
$44.00
$ --0-$40.00

---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$16.00

* ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$36.00

TOTAL

$____________ _

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be
acknowledged in Central Headlight. Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.
Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31.
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html

Please fill in all blanks.

****

Membership #_________________

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________________

State: _________

9 Digit Zip:________________________

Yes

Is this a new address?

No

Country If Outside U.S.A.: ___________________________________________________________
e-Mail Address: _______________________________________ Phone: _________________________
Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________ What Scale? __________________________
Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.

Yes

No
Rev. 6.24.20
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Kitbashing NYCS Lot 757-S & Lot 766-S Stock Cars
Article by Dave Mackay
The New York Central found itself running
short on stock cars after WWII as the 19171921 built wooden bodied cars (Lot 373-S,
421-S, 422-S, 423-S) were getting on in
years. These 1,150 MDT/Haskell & Barker
built cars are the ones most numerous on
the railroad and needed help.
To fix the problem, the railroad turned to its
single-sheathed USRA boxcar fleet in Lot
376-B, 380-B, 405-B and 406-B. Selected cars
were rebuilt by Despatch Shops in 1947 (Lot
757-S, #28000-28499, 500 cars) and in 1948
(Lot 766-S, #27200-27399, 200 cars).

Photos by Dave except as noted
Accurail provides cast-on ladders to keep
the model reasonably priced. I’ve removed
the rungs on the side ladders from my
model to replace them with wire for better
definition. I’ve also removed the entire
ladder from both ends to replace them with
better renditions. This is an individual
choice, as it’s a fair amount of work.
The kit comes with a fishbelly style
underframe, which is incorrect for these
cars. I purchased a Tichy SS Underframe
#3019 which has the correct channel frame.

Tichy SS underframe #3019 is the correct one
for these cars.

The January 1961 ORER showed 477 Lot
757-S cars still in service, with only one left
by October 1967. These cars are the ones
this model most represents. There are
details and features that can be changed
and added to the Accurail stock car better
represent these two Lot numbers.

Accurail NYC Wooden Stock Car kit # 47131 is
the model I used to start this project

Let’s take a look at what needs to be done:
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It’s about 4” too wide to fit the body and
has to be filed down. Don’t forget to add
the weight before gluing the floor in. I
added strips to the insides of the car so it
can rest on the floor and just tack glued the
comers.
When the cars were rebuilt, AB Brakes were
part of the project. The Tichy underframe
shows a K Brake system. I’m not a big
underframe detail guy, I put the Accurail
AB reservoir, brake cylinder and triple duty
valve on the Tichy frame using the Accurail
frame holes as a guide. This brake change
also included doing away with the vertical
brake staff and installing an Ajax power
brake on the “B” end.
If you don’t have these parts, Tichy has a
Westinghouse brake set # 3013 that does.
You can see the location on the drawing.
(Next page)
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Kitbashing NYCS Lot 757-S & Lot 766-S Stock Cars
I cut the doors in half, leaving a top and bottom
to deal with. Carefully remove the cross-bracing
and filled in the space between the bottom two
slats in the top door. They’re not exact, but
close enough for me.
Bending up rods to hang them from is next, you
need two for each side. I had .015 brass that
looked like a match to me.

This drawing NYCSHS of the actual stock car
shows the Ajax power brake on the “B” end.

I found a detail on a Tichy brake parts set from
the scrap box that was used as the bottom door
hanger. That took cars of the toughest part of
this conversion.

Most of these cars had Andrews trucks,
which the car comes with. I replaced the
plastic wheelsets with metal ones. Again,
individual choice. Part of the fleet had
Barber Lateral motion S-1-L trucks, again,
your choice.
The side slats on the model aren’t quite the
right size, but the slat count is. Short of
cutting the car to ribbons, I decided to
utilize them. Being this is a two-deck car,
the middle center slats have to be closed up
to represent the wide siding at the upper
floor level. I used styrene strips cut to fit in
the gaps.

Dave’s finished doors after completing the
cutting and removing the cross-bracing and
filling the space between the bottom two slats.

Next, I finished the ends and the side grabs.
If you leave the ladders on, this is a lot
easier, but I wanted the separate grab irons.
Don’t ask me how many holes will be
required. I wouldn’t have done it if I knew.

Dave used styrene strips to fill in the gaps in
the slats making the car look like the
prototypical two-deck NYC car.

The doors are the next challenge. I carved
off the diagonal bracing, then cut the door
into two halves, top and bottom. You can
see in the photo how they are hung with
rod guides.
NYCentral Modeler

Here are the end photos of the car showing the
ladders and grabs that Dave installed on the
finished car.
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Kitbashing NYCS Lot 757-S & Lot 766-S Stock Cars
I needed to touch up all the modifications.
I contacted Accurail for a suggestion of
what model paint to use, and Eric was kind
enough to share their formula for mixing
commercial paint in multiple gallon
quantities. Needless to say, that wasn’t
going to work. I went through the paint box
and found some caboose red, and some
boxcar red. It still seemed dark, so I put in
a few drops of white. As long as I keep this
car inside, the color matches. I took it
outside when done, and the natural
lighting shows my mix to have a pink hue
to it, so beware! You may want to test your
paint on samples first.

The Despactch Shops’ builder’s photo of the
stock car. NYCSHS Collection

The letterboards were next (and last).
Accurail shows them in the wrong location
for this car. I used the NYCS logo board “as
is” and changed the Lot number, as it’s
incorrect. I glued it in the correct location
next. The kit comes with extra letterboards,
which I cobbled together to make two
longer boards for the reporting marks. I
have a set of Speedwitch Media decals with
a lot of NYC cars on it, which I used to
finish the lettering. I changed all the data to
match as best as was available on the decal
sheet, but I don’t recommend it, it was an
exercise in several days of trying my
patience.

Dave’s finished model of the
Despactch Shops’ NYC stock car.

I started this car back before I moved from
Ringwood, NJ to Lexington, KY. It’s been
on and off again for 20 months, but I am
quite pleased with the best-looking NYC
Stock Car model I’ve ever seen, not that I’m
biased much! Here is the finished car with
what I think is a builder’s photo for
comparison.

Cigar Band Logo leads a freight on the NYCS
just for Dave and Bob.
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New York Central System Historical Society
NYC Lines Magazine 1919- 1932 Order Form

Please Print
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______
Address________________________________________________________________
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________
Number of DVDs Purchased___________________________
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS
DVDs are $63.20 each for NYCSHS members and $79.00 for non-members
Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax or $5.06 per DVD
for members and $6.32 for non-members. Non-US customers must order from
out Collinwood Shop. (US currency only.)

Mail this form and check or money order to:
NYCSHS
NYC Lines Magazine Order
P.O. Box 328
Shady Side, MD 20764
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
Article by Steve Lasher
Coercion (Reason For The Article)
Sometimes it doesn’t pay to stick your head
up out of the foxhole. Awhile back, while
searching for some information to model
NYC’s bracket mast (bracket mast seems to
be NYC’s terminology) signals I asked your
editor, Noel, for some assistance with
information. It was at this point, when he
had learned that I was actually going to
attempt to make some of these signals that
the arm-twisting began. So, friends, I gave
in and here is the result. But first I need to
share some qualifying information.
Why You Probably Can’t Follow Me
I say this, friends, because these first two
signals (and all subsequent ones will be)
were assembled from brass tubing, shapes,
and phosphor bronze wire that was
soldered together using a resistance
soldering outfit. My unit came from PBL in
1978 and, although I’m just now wearing
out the second pair of tweezers, the unit is
still going strong. It was an expensive
addition back in 1978 but it has opened up
whole world of modeling that would be
closed to me otherwise. Solder is the
slickest instant adhesive going, friends.
Clean it, flux it, tin it, zap it, clean up the
joint with a wire wheel and move on. Not
in the right place? Heat it and move it –
nothing to it.
I’ve found a 2% silver bearing solder that’s
very strong but melts at only 354 degrees
that is the finest, easiest solder I’ve ever
used (a Kester product, KTR-83-7145-0415
from DX Engineering). Its low melting
temperature allows joints to be made so fast
with so little heat that nearby joints don’t
fall apart. Given the delicate nature of the
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Photos by Russ Weis except as noted
finished signals, I think soldering them
together is the only practical way to go.
Now, hopefully, this article might inspire
someone to go out and build one out of
styrene and prove me wrong, but it better
be located somewhere out of harm’s way.
Eureka! An epiphany! I haven’t tried it but
it might be possible to build one out of
styrene. To improve the strength, I’d try to
telescope some brass tubing up a piece of
styrene tubing for the main mast to make it
strong enough to survive handling and
placement on a layout. This should be ok
for dummy signals – I don’t know if this
would leave enough room to bring LED
leads down the mast on a working signal.
Yours to play with if you wish.
Practical Considerations
What has proved to be indispensable for
this project is the “Signal Department”
reference CD available from the NYCHS.

The Signals DVD (Above) or flash drive (Next
page) are available in the Collinwood Shop.
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
Signals flash drive contains the same
information but in a more current storage
media.

It’s most everything you could want to
know about NYC signals and, while it
doesn’t have elevations for a complete
bracket mast type signal, it does have the
details for the platform and how the signal
masts should look mounted on it.
On Russ’s layout there are two types of
signal location. The first, of course, are the
locations where we’ll want lighted,
working signals. These I will make out of
slightly larger (5/32”) main mast tubing to
make it easier to pass the wire leads down
through it without so much crowding. In
addition, I’ll use Oregon Railway Supply
(Russ has a stash of these) heads. No one
will ever accuse the ORS heads of being
over detailed because they are, in fact,
crude. BUT…they are easy to light with
3mm LED’s and the lack of detail isn’t all
that noticeable on the layout.
The second situation is one where, due to
the physical placement of the signal on the
layout, one would never be able to see the
front of the signal so it need not be actually
lighted. Now, since they are strictly scenery
and you can’t see the front, the rear detail
of the signal heads can be appreciated. In
these locations we’re using components
from Showcase Miniatures. Walter and
Debbie at Showcase have been very helpful
and will gladly sell individual components
such as the mast bases separately. The two
main items from them are the “searchlight
signal heads” and the beautiful stainlesssteel etchings “Signal Ladders and
Accessories”. Although the heads are
NYCentral Modeler

designed to accommodate LED’s and be
functional, I’m not nimble fingered enough
anymore to want to try it. Although in real
life these heads and masts are pretty
substantial cast iron, steel, and glass, in HO,
they’re pretty tiny and fidgety. If you’ve
read my article on “Bringing Up Baby”
previously you know about killing mice.
These signals can be big time mouse killers
in their own right, but they are beautiful
when finished.
Here We Go!
Unfortunately, at the moment, I’m not set
up to be able to photograph projects as I go,
so, I apologize for the lack of step-by-step
photos and instructions. I’ll have to give
you just the general ideas instead. This is to
build a scale sized dummy signal to be used
in a location where their lack of lighting
cannot be seen.

Most of the raw materials to make one
bracket mast signal.
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
It all starts with a piece of brass tubing. On
the scale size signals I use 1/8” tubing
which should be about 10 scale inches in
diameter and looks about right for the main
mast. The prototype may have telescoped
two sizes for additional strength but since I
have neither a: one to look at nor, b:
drawings, I will say that just the single size
looks plenty good to me.

The assembled signal masts with the mast base
can be seen here. Since Steve and Russ did not
take photos during construction, this photo
gives some idea of the components as Steve
discusses construction.

As to length, I think that about 24 scale feet
from the base to the tops of the C channels
looks good. I understand that the height of
the signals could be varied in the field
according to sighting distance needs and
you can do this too if you want but, just for
general purposes, the 24-ft looks fine.
You’ll need to allow some extra length for
layout mounting purposes to suit your
needs.
At the top I file some flats on each side of
the mast to improve the soldering area for
greater strength and then solder two, ten-
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foot-long C channels to each side of the
mast. Care should be taken to ensure that
each of these is at right angles to the mast
and, that they’re parallel to each other and
centered on the mast.
Next, after marking the locations for the
masts on the front channel taking the
distances from the drawings, I cut a piece of
3/32” (the 1/16” mast should just slide
comfortably in) inch tubing to match the
width of the channels and solder it to the
back of the front channel. This will be the
“socket” for the signal masts to fit into. You
will note on the drawing that the signal
masts are offset over the channels and not
centered between them. Thus, soldering the
tubing to the front channel simulates this
nicely. A piece of 0.015 X 0.250 brass strip is
drilled 3/32” for the mast and cut to fit on
top of the channels as the base plates for the
signals to sit on and soldered in place.
I cut a small ring (5/32”) of telescoping
tubing and slide it up the mast to 5ft below
the channels. The placement of this ring
determines where the braces will go on the
mast. At this time, I also cut a piece of this
tubing 2 scale feet in length and place it so
that the bottom edge is at the bottom of the
distance I want the signal to be as this is
going to represent the base casting of the
mast. Before placement I round the top
edge to help represent the base casting.
The braces from the bottoms of the
channels to the mast are added next. These
are bent from 0.032 phosphor bronze wire.
I bend them around any convenient round
object at hand of about the right size – I
think in this case I used the top of a
Microscale decal setting solution bottle.
After bending they are soldered to the
bottom ends of the channel and the side of
the mast. This is finished with pieces of
1tst Quarter 2021
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
strip going from the braces up to the top of
the mast inside the channel. All of these
pieces need not be trimmed to size before
soldering as they can be trimmed to size
afterward and are easier to handle (giving
you something to hang onto) if trimmed to
size last.

of the mast from the base to the cap plus
about ¼” to go down through the mounting
tube on the channels. I suggest you layout
both masts at the same time so that the
heads will come out identically spaced
using the 5ft distance between the heads
specified on the drawings.

It is at this point I will point out that I made
myself a drawing to scale on a piece of
thick, stiff card, of the platform. As best I
could, I made this to scale using the NYC
drawings. Apparently, the prototype used
2” angle iron for almost everything.
Although slightly oversize I find the 0.032
wire looks OK and adds strength – believe
me, these are plenty delicate as is. This
drawing is a big help in sizing and laying
out the various parts of the platforms,
especially since I’m going to be making
several of these (you hear me, Walter, at
Showcase Miniatures?) for Russ’s (lucky
boy) layout.
The signal mast bases are fashioned from
common steel washers and modeling clay.
The washer is ACC’ed to the mast base first
then, I roll out a piece of modeling clay and
place it on top of the washer next to the
mast. Using a wet finger and/or a wet
paintbrush handle I shape this to represent
the filet of the signal base. To complete, I
cover the modeling clay with ACC and
spray on a little kicker to set it and we’re
now done with the base.
Two Years Before the Mast
Now is a good time for a little different fun.
It’s time to assemble the signal heads on the
masts. For the dummy signals I use 1/16”
brass tubing for these masts. The length
depends on whether you’re modeling a 2
head ABS signal or a 3 head absolute
(interlocking) signal. Overall, it’s the length
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Preliminary fitting of signal masts on the
bracket mast. The reason Steve says to lay out
both masts at the same time is evident here.
This photo should help to visualize this part of
the assembly.

Because the handrails will need to go over
the bottom heads, the signal base (available
separately from Showcase Miniatures) will
need to be trimmed to a lower height. I did
this by attaching the base to the mast with
ACC, then chucking the mast with the base
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
attached in my portable (rechargeable hand
drill) lathe and using a jeweler’s saw to trim
the base to about one-half of its original
height.
Neither of the two sizes of mounting arms
supplied with the Showcase Miniatures
Searchlight signal heads is exactly right for
the NYC signals. The drawings show
mounting arms with an offset to lower the
head. I settled for using the short brackets
supplied by SM. I modify these before
mounting on the mast in two ways. First,
the holes for the mast must be reamed
slightly (a tight fit on the mast is easier to
work with) and, second, I drill up through
the mount for the head to take a short piece
of 0.025 wire that’s trimmed to size after the
ACC sets. This should leave a short post
(3/32” or so) to mount the signal head on
that’s sturdier than simply ACC’ing the
head to the bracket.
After drilling the heads to accommodate
these posts and attaching the backs, it’s
easiest to hold the signal head lens face up
(I use some forceps, gently). The etched
brass “H” used to represent the brackets
that actually hold the signal targets are
delicate. They can be placed on the head and
ACC’d in place. The arms bend forward on
the prototype and are what the targets
actually attach to. If you can make that
happen on these HO-scale models you’re a
better man than I Gunga Din. I just settle for
having them there.
After attaching the targets (oh, Walter,
could you think about making us some
small – post 1960 or so – NYC style,
targets?), I ACC the heads to the brackets.
Before that however, you’ll need to attach
the brackets and associated platforms, etc.,
in the proper order on the mast. Be aware
here that you’ll have to cut the beautiful
NYCentral Modeler

stainless-steel etchings for the platforms,
railings and ladders from their frets and
stack them in the proper order along with the
head brackets on the masts. Get them in their
positions and ACC them in place and
attach the ladder last. Now you can ACC
the heads to the brackets but leave off the
sunshades until final assembly just because
they’re also delicate and your nerves are
probably shot now, anyway.
(A note) Due to their very narrow light
beam Searchlight type signals could be
aimed. In fact, the two projections on top of
the head are sights for that very purpose. If
placed on a curve or just at the end of one
the channels on the bracket mast signal
should be at right angles to the track while
the signal heads themselves are angled to
give the maximum sighting distance
around the curve. Don’t get too carried
away with this as our model curves are far
sharper than the prototype and if you angle
the signal heads too much, they’ll look
strange.
Showcase sells a set of finials and caps that
you can use to top off your masts. The NYC
drawings show “caps” but photos suggest
that pointed finials were plenty common on
older signals as well – you take your pick.
Now, at this point things are beginning to
look pretty interesting, right? But, tough
luck, after you get done admiring your
work and thinking how neat these are
going to look on your layout, set these mast
assemblies (carefully!) aside for now.
Back to It
Using the card template drawing I
mentioned earlier I bend three pieces of
0.032 wire into two large U-shaped pieces
and one small U-shaped piece. These will
become the frames that the platform
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
grating will set on. After bending these
they’re soldered to the tops of the channels.
I used a sanding drum to sand the tops
slightly to a flat to give more gluing surface
for the grating.

nubs that are easily removed with the
sanding drum or cut-off disc in my motor
tool while supporting the material tightly
with pliers. Even so, it’s nearly impossible
to do this cutting without bending the
grating material but it’s easily straightened
as you go. In the end, you should wind up
with a nice piece of flat grating material
that can now be ACC’ed to the top of your
frame. I do make sure that it doesn’t
overhang the small frame wire in the
middle of the platform since this will be the
primary support for the access ladder that
will be soldered here later.
Using the 0.010 X 0.030 strip stock cut short
but over-length (these will be trimmed to
correct length later). I tinned them on
opposite sides. After carefully making
small notches as needed with the cut-off
disc these pieces are carefully soldered to
the outsides of the frame wires. These are
going to become the stanchions for the
handrail. The exception to this is the two
stanchions on the front between the signals
and in front of the masts. These are best left
until the handrail is in place and then
soldered to the handrail on top and ACC’ed
to the grating where they pass through.
Ah…The Home Stretch!

A finished signal less the sunshades (delicate).
Between using solder and ACC the finished
signals are surprisingly sturdy. Here again the
photo should help to visualize the construction
steps that Steve is describing below.

It’s time now to cut the Plano etched
stainless steel gratings to size according to
our template. I find this is most easily done
using a pair of large, old, but still sharp,
Fiskar scissors. This cutting will leave little
NYCentral Modeler

We’re getting serious now; it’s time to
attach the signal masts. If we’ve done good
work up to now, they should set pretty
straight and be plumb both vertically and
the distance apart. If so, they can now be
ACC’ed in place. Looks pretty good now,
doesn’t it?
The handrail is bent from the 0.010 X 0.030
stock using the template as a guide. Note
that the handrail is set back from the front
edge of the platform. It should pass over
the signal heads but in front of the masts.

1tst Quarter 2021

94

Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale
Once correctly formed I use a spacer to get
it at the correct height and solder it to the
outside of one of the stanchions. The good
news is that once you get it attached to one
stanchion the rest are comparatively easy to
attach. They are trimmed and cleaned up
after soldering.

We’ve been priming with Rustoleum’s selfetching primer then painting with Tamiya’s
“German Gray”.

I cut a piece of Tomar brass ladder stock to
length and tined it the fourth rung down
from the top. It is then soldered to the wire
in the big notch in the middle of the
platform frame. It should hang at a shallow
angle to the mast. I cut them to extend a
couple of rungs below the bottom of the
base.
On my template card I’ve drawn a couple
of U-shaped lines that represent the ladder
braces. One is slightly longer that the other
since the ladder hangs at an angle and is not
perfectly vertical. I bent these from 0.015 X
0.032 strip stock since it is noticeably
stronger than the 0.010 X 0.030 stock. I
made the first two of these using the 0.010
strip and they proved to be inordinately
fragile. The 0.015 stock is much sturdier
and looks fine on the finished model. These
are located and soldered in place to the
back of the ladder and to the mast.
Finally (and boy, are we glad to hear that
word!), I bend the sunshades over a 3/32”
drill shank that I’ve clamped in my vise.
After any necessary adjusting these are
ACC’ed to the signal heads.
Wow! Quite a little piece of jewelry isn’t it.
Time to sit back and enjoy for a while.
Showcase Miniatures now includes the
smaller, post late fifties, targets in their
signal head kits - use if desired.

NYCentral Modeler

The signal painted Tamiya “German Gray” – a
nice look for weathered black. They were
straightened before placement.

However, in the future, we’ll probably just
use Rustoleum’s “Dark Gray Primer”. Since
these are purely scenery and we want to see
the detail, anything other than true black is
preferable. Black is correct for Russ’s era
but after 1960 or so they would be
“aluminum” with black targets. Suit your
needs here and/or consult photos if
available.
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Modeling NYC “Bracket Post” Signals in HO-Scale

Working ABS signals made with Oregon
Railway Supply heads. The masts are slightly
larger but, if I hadn’t pointed out the difference,
you’d be hard pressed to notice.

Front view. These signals are very close to scale
size in all respects. The Showcase Miniatures
heads are gorgeous.

Prior to layout placement Russ cuts a piece
of hardwood dowel and drills the center to
slide over the bottom of the mast. He tapers
it slightly and bevels the top edge and
paints it with Tamiya “Tan” and then
weathers it to represent the cast concrete
base. Afterwards, this is slipped over the
extended mast and the assembled signal is
mounted in a hole (carefully drilled to be
plumb vertically) in the layout.
Well, it’s been quite a journey, but oh my,
doesn’t it look good on the layout! It’s
certainly unique and shouts NYC to high
heaven. Thanks to the NYCHS for making
the “NYC Signals” standard plans CD
available. It’s hard to beat the plans for the
real thing when it comes to being realistic.

NYCentral Modeler

Sketch of signal mast and platform with some
dimensions.

Longer view of the signals in place on the
layout.
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More NYCSHS Archive Products Flash Drives
The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to
produce a series of Flash Drives with some of this material recorded. We are very pleased to
continue to offer these Drives to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC.
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the
Collinwood Shop. Computer manufacturers are no longer providing DVD drives with their
computers, so we have begun to offer Archive and NYCSHS Collinwood Shop Products on
3.0 Flash Drives. Buy them and just plug them into one of your USB ports on your computer
and enjoy them just as you would a DVD.

From Horsecars to Interurbans – Oneida Railway Company

CCC&StL (Big Four) Valuation Maps – Full Coverage
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop
http://www.NYCSHS.net
NYCentral Modeler
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More NYCSHS Archive Products Flash Drives

NYCS Central Headlight Magazine 1940 – 1968
The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 1932 when they stopped
publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock market crash. That magazine was called the New
York Central Lines Magazine.
They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight in 1940 and continued to
provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent railroad.
It was published monthly by, and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the New York Central
Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad workers, their families and the home
communities. It contained articles about the railroad, the employees, and events that impacted the employees
and the railroad.
It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during those years that it
was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940
also available in digital form from the NYCSHS.

NYCS Structures (Reissued on a Flash Drive)
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop
http://www.NYCSHS.net
NYCentral Modeler
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More NYCSHS Archive Products Flash Drives

NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats”
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. It provides a small number of the
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years. The majority
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn
Central Railroad. Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS.
These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to as
"Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. It provides a collection of photo of
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II.

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop
http://www.NYCSHS.net
NYCentral Modeler
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Joe Rothwell Begins A Long-Envisioned O-Scale
Live Steam Hudson

In the next issue we will take a look at how Joe began his quest for a live-steam Hudson in the first of
several articles as we follow Joe on his adventure.

Phil Darkins Shares His “PD” Layout

The PD Layout is part of a much bigger enterprise. It is the experimental stage in the development of
what is proposed to be an enormous HO-scale model railroad layout; to be located in a yet-to-beidentified large commercial building in downtown Wellington, NZ. Coming your way in the next
edition of the NYCentral Modeler.

NYCentral Modeler
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R. B. Phillips Has Passenger Cars

Look for a collection of NYC & Pullman passenger cars for R.B. Phillips collection in the January 1,
2021 edition of the NYCentral Modeler.

Taking a Look at How Dean Apostal Added Power to a NYC Baggage Car

In the next issue we will get a detailed look at how Dean added power to this baggage car to help pull
some of his long string of heavyweight cars in the 1st Qtr. 2021 issue. Don’t miss it!!

Bob Shaw’s O-Gauge Model Railroading Continues

Streetlamps and buildings are illuminated, as is the inside of the arch tunnel so trains can be viewed
as they pass through when the layout room lights are dimmed. Bob will discuss construction and how
the perspective from the town on top of the tunnel is maintained as you look at it and the city street
on the backdrop behind it. In the next issue, Bob tells us how.

NYCentral Modeler
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We are taking 2021 memberships now!!!
Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships
in the NYCSHS.
Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees.
You find them all.
Click here to join or renew for another year!! http://www.nycshs.net
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Some excerpts from the New York Central System Central Headlight Flash Drive

Safety was always an issue for the NYC and this cartoon in September 1942 issue of the NYCS Central
Headlight is an example of how the safety message was presented to NYCS employees.

The replacement Marauder bomber presented "to the Army Air Forces by the cash gifts of the
employees of the New York Central System, together with its pilot and some of its crew, is shown in
a battle area. At extreme left is Anthony J. Gibb, member of the ground crew and son of John Gibb, an
electrician at the Harman Shops. Next to him is· Lt. Ralph Childers, pilot of the bomber. Sergeant
Gibb was also a member of the ground crew of the first bomber presented by the Central's employees.

Buy one of the NYCS Central Headlight Magazines 1940 – 1968 flash
drives and enjoy 100s of these types of photos and stories.

NYCentral Modeler
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Some Scans from the NYC Lines Magazine DVD

These ads for products and photos are found on the NYCLs Magazine make this NYCSHS Flash Drive
very interesting reading. It is wonderful to be able to learn about the NYC in the days when our
parents and/or grandparents may have ridden or watched the NYC as youngsters.
New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time. This ad brings back some interesting memories for those
who saw these products in the homes of our parents and grandparents as we were growing up. For
many of our younger members these are only things that disappeared before they were born. The
NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of the issues of the magazine. It was published from
1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922. Look
for it in the Collinwood Shop www.NYCSHS.net

NYCentral Modeler
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters

These poster ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. This one was a
Budd ad that displayed Budd stainless steel cars for the Empire State Express.

An ad from the NYCS displaying the latest version of their 4-8-2 locomotive. The NYCSHS is
offering two books on the Mohawks. If you haven’t already ordered your, to to the Collinwood
Shop and get one or both today. Collinwood Shop

NYCentral Modeler
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Final Thoughts
By Noel Widdifield

NYCSHS Exclusive
Accurail NYC 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H)
40'8" All Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper

NYCSHS Modeler's committee wanted to offer a custom decorated Accurail 3 bay hopper as
a lot 824-H. The 824-H was built by General American in 1952 numbered NYC 904000904999. The road number is homage to the society's 50th anniversary and is authentic.
The artwork is laid out directly over the top of the Builders photo of the hopper, so it should
be just right. The end lettering is a touch smaller than in the photos, but it needed to be in
order to print properly in that restricted amount of space.
These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits feature a one-piece body with details molded in
place. Decorated models feature authentic paint and lettering schemes with end reporting
marks. In addition, the trucks feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler pockets accepts
Kadee(R) No. 5 couplers. Also features exceptionally free-rolling wheels. Set of decals with six
road numbers and 6 shop stencils are included with kit. Decals come with same paint color
background as the car.
MSRP $31.63 NYCSHS member price is $25.30 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax.
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html
NYCentral Modeler
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo RS-11 - Script Logo - DC/Silent,
DCC w/ Sound

The first three RS-11s were produced by ALCO in February 1956 as a demonstrator set. This
locomotive, classified by ALCO as model DL-701, was their first high-horsepower road switcher,
intended to be a replacement for the very popular RS-3 road switcher. Featuring a V-12, 1,800 hp
(1,300 kW) 251B diesel engine, the RS-11 was ALCO's answer to EMD's very successful GP9.
The RS-11 could be set up for either freight or passenger service, with passenger units having a steam
generator fitted into the short hood and a larger fuel/water tank beneath the frames. RS-11 units
could be designated for either long hood or short hood forward operation.
Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Correct hood and roof profiles 3D scanned from the prototype
Operating number boards, headlights, class lights and cab control stand lighting
Working inspection lights in the inspection light castings
Straight metal side handrails with plastic stanchions
Huge amount of newly tooled roadname-specific details
Full underbody piping, conduits and steam lines, where appropriate
Correct roadname-specific corner steps
Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory
Heavy, die-cast chassis and full, multi-color interior
New, rock-solid 5-pole skew-wound motor with dual flywheels
DC/Silent (21-pin DCC Ready)/DCC with Sound

Correct lettering on a correct model. One of the few locomotives delivered with the script oval. Class
DRS-10A 8000-8008 built 6-7/1957. Renumbered 7600-7608 in 1966.

Comes in four road numbers - You must select road number!!
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html
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Railway Prototype Cyclopedia #35 - 1937 AAR Boxcar

Volume 35 is a special super-sized edition comprising 385 pages, which contain much useful prototype
information in one extensive, comprehensive article on the following subjects:
Genesis of The A.A.R. Standard 40’ Box Car: a part of the continuing series covering 20th century American box,
automobile, and refrigerator car designs, the 385-page article by Pat Wider centers on the Association of
American Railroads’ Standard Box Car of 1937. The A.A.R. design of 1937 was a further development of the
American Railway Association’s Standard Box Car of 1932. Improvements included increased inside dimensions,
better riding trucks, standardization of vendor-supplied car body components, improved friction draft gear and
automatic air brake systems, longer-lasting wheels, stronger designs and floors, and safer and easier to operate
power hand brakes. Brief histories of the standardization and impact of these various sub-systems on the railroad
industry through World War II are included as well as descriptions of several post-war developments. This
volume provides the ideal prelude to the 6-inch taller A.A.R. alternate standard boxcars built during and after
the war.
This comprehensive article includes 5 tables, 15 historical railroad industry sidebars, 33 industry trade ads, 47
U.S. patents, 72 diagrams, and 428 B&W photographs of 10-foot inside height (or slightly less) A.A.R. Standard
Box Cars of 1937 built from May 1936, until December 1948.

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html

Back in stock again – We only have a few!!

Greatly reduced price!!
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/PLE-Books_c_58.html
AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits
NYCentral Modeler
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(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)

(Lot 732 Pacemaker)

The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. The
50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 19000
series caboose they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of the body.
In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment and were
painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service.
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less trucks
but Westerfields Models has the correct trucks. Offered here in the store at:
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html. The kits
come with the decals for the appropriate caboose.
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for
members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
New Book From
Morning Sun Books.
Lot’s of NYC
Action!!

Railfanning the Northeast 1934 – 1954 Vol. 4 NYC, NH and LIRR
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html
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AMB N-Scale NYCS 19000 Wood Caboose Kit

Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end walls,
and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim assembly;
laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window glazing, truss
rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke jack; custom
decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide information on
painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included.
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for
members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html

Central Headlight DVD 1970 – 2017

The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in
any web browser. The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members.
Free Shipping.
http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC

Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to P&LE
9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not only to
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These books are
full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, builder’s
construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases ultimate
disposition.
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years. All of our copies of these books have been
sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so. This softcopy version has been
made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS resource. If
you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you.

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the
same for members and non-members.
Free shipping. Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo PA/PB DC or DCC

The Alco PA series locomotives are considered by many to be the most attractive diesel locomotives ever produced. The PA
locomotives were built by a partnership of American Locomotive and General Electric between 1946 and 1953. They offered
two models, the PA-1 initially followed by the PA-2. Both were powered by Alco’s 16-cylinder 244 diesel engines generating
2,000 HP in the PA-1 and 2,250 in the PA-2.
The PA locomotives were designed to compete with General Motors’ EMD E-units in the passenger locomotive market.
While one could argue the ALCos won in style, they did not win in reliability. Their 244 prime movers could not unseat the
EMD 567, and the PAs were demoted to secondary service on many lines. Most were retired as passenger service declined
in the 1960s, and nearly all were scrapped.

Features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Correct nose and roof profiles 3D-scanned from the prototype
Loads of roadname-specific details
Non-dynamic brake versions,
Full underbody piping and conduit
Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory
Etched-metal grilles, where appropriate
Lit number boards, headlights and green and white class lights
Lit control stands and full cab interior
Operating Gyralite or red Mars light, where appropriate
Rapido’s proven drive system adapted from the FA-2
DCC with a TCS Sound Decoder featuring Rapido’s exclusive Alco 244 sounds, programmed to operate
seamlessly with Rapido’s other sound-equipped locomotives.

Time is Running Out to Order!!!!!
NYCentral Modeler

1st Quarter 2021

112

View in Collinwood Shop at:
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html
NYCSHS Shoulder Bag

The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap
closures.
MSRP $25.00. NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00
Special Sale Price $5.00 while they last!!!
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html

HO-Scale Broadway Limited NYC Commodore Vanderbilt Hudson

Features:

- NEW Paragon3 Sound & Operation System FEATURING ROLLING THUNDERTM with Authentic Sounds and
Prototypical Operation in both DC and DCC environments
- Factory Installed Engineer / Fireman Figures
- Synchronized Puffing Smoke with each Chuff
- Variable Puffing Smoke Intensity and Timing
- Locomotive Composition: Die Cast Body with Die Cast Chassis
- Tender Composition: ABS Body with Die Cast Chassis
- Couplers: (2) Operating Kadee or Compatible
- Compatible Tracks: Code 70, 83, 100 Rail
- Equipped with Traction Tires
- Minimum Operating Radius: 18 in or greater

Order Now At: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Broadway-Limited-HO-Scale_c_86.html
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood
Side Caboose Kits (HO-Scale)

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into
the 1960s.
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish.
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 each
plus shipping and handling costs. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax.
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html

NYC N-Scale 50’ GA RBL Boxcar

This 50’ General American Corporation RBL (AAR class for an insulated bunkerless refrigerator car with
loading devices), designed in the early 1960s, was revolutionary for its all-welded body construction
and wide variety of load restraining devices available to customers. These cars were designed for
transporting goods that needed to be shielded from extreme temperature variations. While initially
used to transport canned goods and newsprint, the cars became very popular for shipping beverages
and perishables. While not providing actual refrigeration, a refrigerated load could expect to hold its
temperature within a few degrees for several days in transit.
MSRP $31.95 NYCSHS member price is $25.56 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax.

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Atlas-N-Scale_c_66.html
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Bethlehem Car Works Passenger Car Kits

Lot’s of NYCS passenger cars.
Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-Bethlehem-Car-WorksInc_c_108.html
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD & Flash Drive

The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until
the final edition in October 1932. It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers and
employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad
workers, their families and the home communities. It contained articles about the railroad, the
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad. You will also find hundreds of
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during
those years that it was published.
This DVD or Flash Drive contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set
that was reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition. It is also searchable so that
research is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the
NYCSHS archive volunteers.
Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company for the NYC employees.
The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping.
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NYCS Central Headlight – 1940- 1968 (Historic Employee Magazine)

The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until
1932 when they stopped publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock
market crash. That magazine was called the New York Central Lines Magazine.
They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight
in 1940 and continued to provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent
railroad.
It was published monthly by,and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the
New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad
workers, their families and the home communities. It contained articles about the railroad,
the employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.
It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad
during those years that it was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our
previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 also available in digital form from
the NYCSHS.
Available on a flash drive in the Collinwood Shop:
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps_c_180.html
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD

The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS. It is published quarterly and represents some very
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years the
quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved.
This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in many
of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the editions
of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from scanned images
of each page of every edition. It is also searchable so that research is very easy. This product
is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCentral Modeler staff.
These past editions are no long available for download from our website.
Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018. It contains
many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by both
NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS.
The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping.
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images

These CDs contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. They provide
a small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive
volunteers over many years. The majority of archive photo collection comes from the many
photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central Railroad. Additional
photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS.
These CDs provide excellent photographs for pleasant viewing or provide details for
modeling of these locomotives.
We have several more being assembled and they will soon be added to the collection of
available CDs containing locomotive images. Right now we are working on Hudsons,
Niagaras, 0-8-0s, Fairbanks Morse road engines and switchers.

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30
and that is 30% off MSRP.
Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping.
More Locomotive Photo Collection CDs coming soon.
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html
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NYCS Steam Loco Images

NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats”
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. It provides a small number of the
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years. The majority
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn
Central Railroad. Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS.
These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to
as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. It provides a collection of photo of
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II.

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop
http://www.NYCSHS.net
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Over 35,000 NYCS Photos and Tens of Thousands of ValMaps are
Available Online Now
These are all Available for Research or Purchase and are Easily Accessible. Take
a few minutes to browse the photos and/or ValMaps available by following the
instructions below. Don't miss out on this valuable resource.

We are closing this site down in order to upgrade
it to a more user-friendly one.
Watch for announcements on the NYCSHS
webpage and for a MailChimp email announcing
the new site!!
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Check Out The Newest NYCSHS Archive Releases

All New NYCSHS Archive Products Will Be
Released on
USB Flash Drives in Jewel Cases

From Horsecars to Interurbans
Oneida Railway Company By John Taibi
Digital Book

Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html

Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railway
Complete Big Four ValMaps – Digital Map Set
Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-ValMaps-_c_180.html

These are the first two of our releases on 3.0 drives replacing the
DVD format we have used in the past. They are compatible with
all old and new computers using 2.0 or 3.0 USB ports. Plug them
into your USB port and they work just like the DVDs did.
NYCentral Modeler
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From Gotham to The Berkshires
(NYC's Harlem Division)
New York Central’s Harlem Division

P.O. Box 383 - Hunter, New York - 12442

$ 64.95

Stony Clove &
Catskill Mt. Press

Stony Clove & Catskill Mountain Press

From Gotham to The Berkshires
New York Central’s Harlem Division

From Gotham to The Berkshires

The story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when
New York City authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island. Over the decades this evolved into a major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with the City.
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central System’s
Harlem Division. Rather it is a photographic look at the history of this railroad that
was the driving force in developing the region along the eastern border of New York
State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Western Massachusetts.
Several noted photographers as well as railroad historians have opened their
collections to us. They are the major source of the nearly 600 images, maps, and
timetables that lie between the covers of this publication. These folks have literally
saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad. We are proud to present
their work within these pages.

John M.
Ham

From Gotham to The Berkshires

WITH

Classic Photos Along “The Old Put”

by John M. Ham

Cover Template.indd 1

5/30/2019 1:04:37 PM

The Story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when New York City
authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island that evolved into a
major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with the City.
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central’s Harlem Division, but a
photographic look at the history of this railroad that was the driving force in developing the regions
of New York State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Massachusetts.
Several noted photographers and railroad historians have opened their collections to us and they are
the major source of the nearly 600 photographs, maps and timetables that lie between the covers of this
publication. These folks have literally saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad and
we are proud to present their work within.

MSRP $64.95 NYCSHS Members' Price Now Reduced to $30.00!
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents’ pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax
http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html
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NYCSHS Carries All Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC
Videos

Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1 - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2

Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3

All of these videos are priced the same.
This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing
much of the history of our favorite railroad. Many hours of enjoyment available at the
members’ price of 20% off MSRP.
The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off
MSRP. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Movie-DVDs_c_18.html
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version)

By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith
Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995
Now Available in a Digital Version
MSRP $35.00. NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html

Books, Books, Books

All NYCS Books can be found at:

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html

NYCentral Modeler

1st Quarter 2021

125

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Lightning Stripe Gray or Black)

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Beer Stein

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Pin

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary MTH HO-Scale Pacemaker 50th Anniversary
Boxcar
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings (Continued)

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Polo Shirt

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary 2020 Calendar

NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Early Bird NYC Jacket
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html
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NYC Hudson J-1a, J-1b, J-1c Steam Locomotives
Flash Drive

The New York Central Hudsons were a series of the 4-6-4 "Hudson" type steam locomotives built
by the American Locomotive Company (ALCO) and the Lima Locomotive Works from 1927 to
1938 for the New York Central Railroad. Named after the Hudson River, the 4-6-4-wheel
arrangement came to be known as the "Hudson" type in the United States as these locomotives
were the first examples built and used in North America. Built for high-speed passenger train
work, the Hudson locomotives were famously known for hauling the New York Central's crack
passenger trains, such as the 20th Century Limited and the Empire State Express.
Each folder contains a collection of photos of the locomotive. The roster and specifications for
the early Hudson locomotives can be found along with an MS/Excel file describing the
individual photographs. Contains 220 NYCSHS photos from the NYCSHS photo collection on a
flash drive.

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html
We found some new NYC decal offering and wanted to share them!!

New York Central Budd car safety striping.(L) New York Central Cab Diesels (1945-1960) Diesel - Cabs - EMD E and F Lightning Stripe
Scheme (R)

http://greatdecals.com/
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NYCentral Modeler Final Thoughts

As we move into winter and approach the beginning of 2021, our hope is that the COVID-19 will
soon be a memory with the new vaccines being effective in controlling this pandemic. Of course,
this event has provided us with lots of time for modeling since we have been confined in most of
our other activities.
As NYCSHS president, Dave Mackay points out in his column, it has also allowed us to explore
new methods of reaching out to our members with a virtual NYCSHS Mini-Con. Although there
were some bumps in the road in getting that event out, we had the opportunity to view and listen
to some great presentations on NYCS prototype and modeling information. These virtual
meetings had been discussed by the board but we had really made no progress towards offering
them until the pandemic gave us no choice for a convention. Watch for announcements for more
of these Virtual Mini-cons.
Over the past few months there have been only a few interesting new NYCS models offered by
manufacturers, but the pace of new models has really slowed. We are told that the reason is that
NYCS models don’t sell very well and the manufacturers are in the business of selling. The new
Kato N-scale 20th Century Limited has just been released as I write this column and it appears to
be a real beauty. And Broadway Limited has told us that the HO-scale Commodore Vanderbilt
locomotive has definitely entered the production lineup for them. It is now scheduled to be
release in 2022. And Bethlehem Car Works is about to announce a new NYC baggage car kit.
The other good news is that we have a very active NYCSHS IT Committee headed by new
director, Bob McQueen that is upgrading our IT network in the NYCSHS Headquarters, moving
us into the 21st century with our IT there. The committee is also working hard to move our digital
photo and map offerings onto a new much more user-friendly website sometime in 2021. Look
for an announcement about that later this year.
The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee, chaired by Seth Lakin, is focusing on new potential
structure and rolling stock models to develop. We are working with some of our current
suppliers and some new ones to try to get some new models in the works shortly. Stand by for
details in our MailChimps, website and the Collinwood Shop.
We continue to get articles from some of our past authors and some new ones and I know that
they would really like to hear some feedback on what they do. Please take a minute to send us
an email telling us what you think about the magazine and the articles. Send it to
NYCSHS@verizon.net.

Thanks, Noel
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Parting Shots From Phil Darkins Modeling the NYC in Australia

How much can a NYCSHS member cram into 2.9 x 1.8 meters? LOTS! Especially whilst activating AIR
RIGHTS! This triple deck albeit relatively tiny, yet complex, beast took two years to design – using
SCARM™ - and as many again to construct to this point. Modular in design, each of the passenger car,
freight car and locomotive terminals lift out, which permits easy access for modeling and maintenance.
The overall concept is essentially an illusion. Trains are made up; begin their journeys and poof!
Disappear! Only to re-emerge as if by magic. Viewers will be left wondering, “Where did all those trains
go?” If you’ve been good, I’ll show you the magic workings…one day.

The centrally located and removable locomotive terminal baseboard is independently loom-wired to
plug-ins for a) track and b) turnout/accessories busses.
Walthers™ structures predominate with the notable exception of the, um, exceptional coal tower by
Donald Tichy. Eventually, a combination of RailCrew™, Smail™ and Cobalt™ turnout motors will be
installed; each specifically chosen to suit tight tolerances.
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NYCENTRAL MODELER
Do you love the NYC? How about helping the
NYCSHS preserve the memory. Do your part.
If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help but
be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership. You
also should have been impressed with all of the things we are doing to
help you model the NYCS. We have been publishing great articles
from many of you in all scales. We note that several other Historical
Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of production from lack
of member articles. Don’t let that happen to us.
We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the
Society. A lot of work is being done to improve our support to members.
We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need some people to
work with us on the Modeling Committee. We could use more help in
the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the website and the
Collinwood Shop, and someone with some strong IT knowledge to help
with the Headquarters’ IT upgrades.
We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us. They
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you? Why not
join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is really
worthwhile. Just do it!!! nfwiddifield@nycshs.org
Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and updates.
For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at
nfwiddifield@nycshs.org

NYCentral Modeler
As we continue in the winter modeling season, the NYCHS would very
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be
released in the 2nd Qtr. 2021 edition. You should still be doing a lot with
your layout or modeling during these coming months. If you will be
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us. We really
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your
layout. We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next
one, send them to us by February 15, 2021. nfwiddifield@nycshs.org

NYCentral Modeler

Contact me at NYCBigFour@verizon.net
Thanks, Noel

Preview Of 2nd
Quarter 2021 issue

1
Victor Hand Builds NYCS
signal bridges from photoetched parts in the next
edition.
Always looking for
good articles and photos
for the 2nd Qtr. 2021
edition. Let us see your
handiwork.

4

Tom Long returns with modeling
NYC Heavyweight Pullman Sleepers
in N-Scale.
And
Bob Shaw brings his feature, “NYCS
O-Gauge Model Railroading” in the
April 1, 2021 edition.
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