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 Don’t miss any of the excitement and skill of our 
modelers.  Read every page!!! 
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NYCentral Modeler 
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of 
the railroad in all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of 
NYC-related models and layouts. The objective of the publication is to help 
members improve their ability to model the New York Central and promote 
modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for us. 
mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The vision of 
the NYCSHS is to be the 
preferred source of information 
and products related to the New 
York Central System. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent 
with good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the 
preservation of New York Central 
railroad history with informative 
speakers, presentations, and tours. 
The Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. Member-
ship is open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, J. Epperson, J. 
P. Burgess, T.R. Gerbracht, 
S.H. Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
McQueen, R.C. Schiring, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor:  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about once a 
month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are, Seth Lakin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, Paul 
Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, Ralph 
Schiring, Alex Schneider, Charles Newton, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, Vic Roman, Noel 
Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 400 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 3,200 
models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and O-scale 
models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be released in 
coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more information.  Website: 
NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last eight years, but if you have some ideas for us, 
contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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It’s about that time of the year when we start to think about the coming winter season, and what 
we’ll be looking to do while we’re indoors.  It’s certainly different this year, as most of us have 
been indoors since March and doing our modeling.  For me, I’ve been doing outdoor work on my 
new home here in Kentucky, which I hope is winding down by the time you read this.   

I have two adjacent rooms in my basement, connected by a regular doorway.  The smaller room is 
already finished and painted, although the lighting and wiring needs attention. The other room 
needs it all, framing, insulation, wiring, sheetrock, spackle and paint.  There won’t be much 
empire building for me for a while, although I’m starting to perceive what the options I’m going 
to have will be. The smaller, finished room will be where I have my workbench.  Over the top I 
think I’ll put my main staging yard around the room and penetrate the walls on both sides of the 
doorway to the main train room.  I can see the holes as Weehawken and Haverstraw Tunnels, 
bookmarking my River Division layout, while giving me the necessary place to start and 
terminate the trains I plan to operate.  I can’t wait to start getting the rooms ready!   

The next challenge will be the actual layout design.  I haven’t even started thinking about what 
features I’ll want.  I did save a few “vignettes” of areas of my old layout that should be able to be 
incorporated into the new construction.  I’ll have to see how that can be worked in.   

My last layout was basically an around the room shelf layout with a large bulge in one corner for 
the Dumont wye and commuter storage yard. None of that survived, as I’ve sworn off #4 
turnouts except for freight sidings, and need to go to larger radius curves as well.  This next 
layout will be free standing, around the room, and probably have a peninsula or two, maybe three 
depending on how the curves work out.  It’s great to have something to look forward to! 

 
 

                                                          

                                                          

Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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This issue’s articles contain a wide range of scales, 
subjects, and interests, but all cover modeling activities. 
We are fortunate again to continue to receive these 
articles from our members.  They show us the NYC is 
still alive in the minds of our modeling members. 
 
Over the last quarter, we have seen some interesting 
new NYC models offered by manufacturers. This was a 
good quarter for new models.  That is encouraging 
since it seems there are fewer and fewer NYC models 
being offered. Manufacturers tell us they don’t sell 
well.  
 
I continue to see great NYC modeling on the Internet 
and am amazed that that modelers are not always 
NYCSHS members. We all need to work harder to get 
them to join us. When did you last suggest joining to 
someone? 
 
Each month our magazine is downloaded from the 
NYCSHS website around a thousand times. That 
clearly means that there is a lot of interest in NYCS 
modeling. We also receive a few emails commenting on 
the articles.  We would love to hear from more of you 
about what you think about the articles. 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
I think you will enjoy the modeling articles in this issue. 
Now, we just need to see some of your modeling!!! 
 
Send us an email today and tell us about the plans for 
your railroad. You can also call me at 703-407-3059 or 
email me at NYCSHS@verizon.net, to find out more or 
to express interest.  We hope to hear from you. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net   

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose 
of providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –
- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales, 
but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used 
for articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  
Statements and opinions made are those of the 
authors and don’t necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-Society-
302109173240295/ 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 



NYCSHS Announces Another New Exciting Book 

Know Thy Late Mohawks 
By Tom Gerbracht 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society announces the final 
book of the Central’s steam power 
triumvirate.  This hard cover book 
completes the documentation of the 
New York Central’s Mohawk class, the 
L-3 and L-4 Mohawks.

• Detailed history of the late Mohawk
design of 1940, and the final L-4
design of 1942, using official railroad
records and drawings, and profusely
illustrated using an outstanding
collection of high-quality
photographs from the Society’s
Collection and other collections,
many previously unpublished

• Over 300 pages and photographs,
including a 32-page color section

• Informative captions
• Useful to modelers and historians

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
Director and former President

• Limited production run, hard cover,
using the best paper stock and
outstanding photo reproduction, and
sewn binding for permanency

• Very limited quantity of numbered
and signed copies available as a
separate store item

The book describes and illustrates the 
original late Mohawk design, and the 
evolution of the basic design that 
resulted in the L-4 Mohawk, perhaps 
the best dual service two-cylinder 
steam locomotive design ever 
developed.  Included is a separate 
section on late Mohawk tenders, one of 
the secrets of the Mohawk’s success.  
Oddities are identified, and the final 
days of late Mohawk operation are also 
fully documented, including last runs.  
The late Mohawk design is compared 
with contemporary steam designs used 
by other railroads in the Central’s 
service area. 

• Expected Delivery by August 2020
• All proceeds donated to the NYCSHS
• MSRP  $89.99 NYCSHS Members

$71.99
• Limited number of signed and

numbered copies $250.00
• Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers

and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio
Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net
6

Shipping Early October 2020



ORDER FORM     Know Thy Late Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Signed & Numbered Copies__________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Late Mohawks 
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member  Shipping & Handling Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Sales Tax 
$71.99 89.99        $10.00 8% 

Limited number of signed and numbered copies:  $250.00 

 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio 

Sales Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost. 

7
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CChhaarr ll ii ee   CCrraawwffoorrdd  ––  TTrraavvee ll iinngg  iinn  TTiimmee                                                                             Page 43                            

  
Karen have two grown children. Son Tim is in Chicago and daughter Kristen lives in 
Philadelphia. While visiting Chicago Charlie had his picture taken in front of the tender of 
999. Charlie and Karen reside in Marietta, GA  
  
BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  SSaavv iinngg  aann  AAcciidd  DDaammaaggeedd  LLiioonnee ll   220088  LLooccoommoott ii vvee               Page 53                                        

  

  
 
Bob likes to “talk trains” with friends as a member of NYCSHS, TCA (Train Collectors Association), 
and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society). 
 
Bob wrote 19 previous layout articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout and 
restoring Lionel engines. In Part 20 of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob restores a 
Lionel 208 engine suffering from major battery acid damage.  

Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, Bob and 
his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan. Bob heads a LLC that provides marketing and 
communications consulting to global clients.      

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central began as a 
boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as they drove by the 
huge ALCO Works.  He marveled at the size of the new steam engines he saw, 
many with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa left a “real” Lionel 
2026 steam engine set under the tree that year.  

	

Mark originally from Hartford, Connecticut lives with his wife and two sons 
in Guilderland, New York. He is a power electronics engineer at Espey Mfg. 
He became interested in the New York Central when he moved to the Albany, 
New York area. His interest in model trains started when his father built an 
HO layout when he was 6 years old 56 years ago. 

	

Charlie Crawford was born in Brooklyn, NY. His great-grand father was an 
engineer on the Michigan Central operating out of St. Thomas, Ont. His 
grandfather worked in the Pennsylvania Railroad shops in New York City. 
But, that’s where the railroad careers ended in his family. He has been a New 
York Central and modular model railroader since 2002. He is NMRA Master 
Model Railroader #466. After retiring in 2018 he undertook an expansion of 
his New York Central Adirondack Division home layout. He and his wife 
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MMiicchhaaee ll   CCaassaattee ll ll ii   ––  DDeepprreessss ii oonn  MMooddeerrnn  NNYYCC  DDiissppllaayy                                        Page 48                            
Mike is a life-long model railroader, retired after a long career in aviation and a decades long 
secondary vocation in retail hobby sales dating back to the 1960s. 

  
SSeetthh  LLaakkiinn  ––  NNYYCC’’ss  FFoorrmmeerr  MMCC&&CCSS  WWaayyccaarrss  ––  PPaarrtt   22                                Page 65 

  
share his modeling talents with us. Seth is on the NYCSHS Model Committee and is a prolific 
modeler.  

  
BBrr iiaann  SSccaaccee  ––  AA  LLii tt tt ll ee   OOlldd  SScchhoooo ll   IInnssaannii ttyy                                                              Page 76  

  
 
been a contributing author, researcher,  and editor on several book projects and articles in the fields 
of military history, transportation, and the history of technology.  
 
Brian has been modeling in US 1/4” scale and in UK 7mm scale for almost six decades, and has 
published many articles on model building techniques and on layout design in the US and UK 
modeling press. After several decades of moonlighting in the hobby industry, including two five-
year stints editing O Scale Trains magazine, he is catching up on being a hobbyist again, easily found 
either at the workbench building models or at the drawing board designing track plans supporting 
prototype operations. 
 
RRuussss  BBrr iiggggss  ––  BBuuii llddiinnggNNYYCC  MMaarrkk  11 11 11   FFlleexx ii--VVaann  IInn  OO--SSccaall ee--PPaarrtt   22      Page 91                                                  

  
 
on it” stuck in my head.  Then a friend of mine, Jim, and I traded all our HO-scale at a hobby shop, 
giving us a credit to purchase some O-scale.  We started layouts, his in his attic, mine in the 
basement. My friends, Tom who was in O-scale helped me with my first O-scale layout and Stem 
taught me the fine points of model railroading.  Steve, an engineer and mechanic at the Edaville 
Railroad Colony, got me to take the NORAC and safety exams and got me certified like him. 

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's Water 
Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. However his 
earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains, but of diesels of the late 
1970s and early 1980s Conrail.  This is Seth’s tenth article as he continues to 	

Like many modelers, I was exposed to trains when was in elementary school.  My 
best friends’ father had a Lionel layout in his basement, complete with heavy-
duty ZW transformer and steam engines that smoked and whistled.  He also had 
the aluminum passenger cars with the silhouette people in the windows.   This is 
where I got my interest.   For awhile I was into O-Scale high rail and then I had 
and HO-scale basic layout. I came back to O-scale, but 2-rail this time about 1980.  
I had read or heard the expression “O-scale is nice and big, you can use a hammer 	

Brian Scace, author of A Little Old School Insanity, is a Life Member of the 
NYCSHS. He has published several feature articles on the Boston & Albany in the 
Society’s publication, The NYCSHS Headlight. He has also  
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3D was moving beyond just visual renderings and animation.   3D printing became a proven 
technology that engineers and architects could use to visualize parts and structures.   I bought my 
own title of the software to see if could build and print 3D parts for models.  The software could 
output formats that 3D printers require.   The software accurately could do all I needed.  I have also 
done projects for fellow modelers, like brass parts for steam locos and parts for Pullman cars. This is 
Russ’s second of three articles for us.  

IImmaaggiinnee  YYoouurrssee ll ff   PPiicc ttuurreedd  HHeerree  wwii tthh  tthhee  TTii tt ll ee   ooff   YYoouurr  
AArrtt ii cc ll ee   aanndd  PPaaggee  ##  

We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear 
about your layout, collection of modeling skills. 
 
All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write 
about it.  Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something 
for your hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If 
you have a collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then 
just write about how and why you have collected what you have. 
 
We are prepared to help you do this.  All you need to do is contact us and we will provide 
the help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us. 
 
We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling.  We would 
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course we want lots of photos and 
captions for each photo to share with our readers. 
 
Step up and begin writing an article for us today.  You will love seeing your name and 
article title here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine. 
 
 

Hall of Heroes- We have three new authors to receive our 
NYCSHS Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their  

first article in the magazine. 
The new authors are Charlie Crawford, Mike Casatelli and Brian 

Scace. 

Why don’t you write one for us??? 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
We had no guesses on our Mystery Photo from the last edition, so we are providing you with a 
shot of the interior of the car to help you out. Tell us what you think this car might be and what is 
was for.  If you are really good, you can give us a date for the photo. Send your answers to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Just Released 
 

 

This CD contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides 
a small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS 
Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority of archive photo collection comes 
from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central 
Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the 
NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were 
sometimes referred to as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection 
includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s. An Excel spreadsheet is included 
with all of the information available for each photo. (Not always a lot as the 
photographers did not always leave good documentation.) The spreadsheet has links 
that take you directly to the photos. (The links do not work on Macintosh computers 
because for some reason Microsoft chose to disable this capability.)  

This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCSHS archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this collection of images from the NYCSHS archives. This collection 
contains 165 images.     https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html 
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                                       It has arrived!! 

         
NYC Locomotive Photo Collection “Streamliners” 

 
You can find it at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-

Collections_c_163.html 
Or just look in the Shop under the Digital Photos section. 

 
Accurail B&A 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H)  

 
40'8" All Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 

This is a publicity 
shot of the ALCo-
Schenectady, NYC 
K-5b, #4915, James 
Whitcomb Riley, 
shot at Chicago, IL. 

Watch	 for	 an	
announcement	 for	
other	 up-coming	
addition	 to	 the	
expanding	 collect-
ion	 of	 NYC	 Loco-
motive	 digital	
photos	 on	 flash	
drives.	
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Please Print 
 
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 
 
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 
 
Number of Calendars Purchased___________________________ 
 
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 
 
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 
 
Calendars are $16.00 each.  Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio 
Sales Tax or $1.28 per calendar.  (US currency only.) 
 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

2021 Calendar Order 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 

Lockport, IL 60441-4734 

 
New York Central System Historical Society 

2021 Calendar Order Form 
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N-Scale Locomotives 

Bachmann 

 

NYC J-3 Hudson (DCC & Sound) 

The Hudson came into being because the 
existing 4-6-2 Pacific power was not able to 
keep up with the demands of longer, heavier 
trains and higher speeds. Given NYC's axle 
load limits, Pacific could not be made any 
larger; a new locomotive type would be 
required to carry the larger boilers. Lima 
Locomotive Works' conception of superpower 
steam as realized in the 2-8-4 Berkshire type 
was the predecessor to the Hudson. The 2-8-4's 
4-wheel trailing truck permitted a huge firebox 
to be located after the boiler. The resulting 
greater steaming rate ensured that such a 
locomotive would never run out of power at 
speed, a common failing of older locomotives. 
Applying the ideas of the freight-minded 
Berkshire type to the Pacific resulted in a 4-6-4 
locomotive.  

NYC ordered prototype No. 5200 from Alco, 
and subjected it to intensive testing. A fleet of 
205 J-1 class Hudsons were eventually built, 
including 30 each for the Michigan Central 
Railroad (MC road numbers 8200-8229) and 
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis 
Railway (“Big Four” - road numbers 6600-
6629). In addition, NYC subsidiary Boston & 
Albany Railroad ordered 20 J-2 class (B&A 
road numbers 600-619), the latter 10 from 
Lima Locomotive Works (all other NYC 
Hudsons were built by Alco’s Schenectady 
works). [1] A later development was 50 J-3a 
class Super Hudsons in 1937–1938, with many 

modern appliances and innovations. After the 
MC, Big 4, and B&A locomotives were 
incorporated into the NYC numbering, the 
NYC Hudson locomotives had road numbers 
ranging from 5200 to 5474. The NYC J-1 road 
numbers were 5200-5344, the MC J-1s became 
NYC 5345-5374, the Big 4 J-1s became NYC 
5375-5404, the J-2s (all from B&A) became 
NYC road numbers 5455-5474, and the J-3 
road numbers were 5405-5454. The J-2 
numbers are last because they were 
transferred to the NYC after the J-3 deliveries. 

Features: 

• DCC Econami sound equipped 
• Dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder 
• Precision motor 
• Authentic Boxpok-style drivers 
• Operating headlight and tender backup 

light 
• Completely hidden drive train 
• Gear drive 
• Separate detail parts, including bell, 

whistle, pop valves, and handrails 
• E-Z Mate Mark II couplers, front and rear 
• Extra front dummy coupler in down 

position 
• Die-cast chassis 
• Metal driver axle bearings 
• Performs best on 11.25" radius curves or 

greater 
• Comes in four versions 

o As delivered, Roman lettering, #s 
5420/5426 

o As later, Gothic lettering, #s 
5405/5445 

MSRP $439.00 Expected Delivery Fall 2020 

Were available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members’ Discount – No longer available there. 
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N-Scale Rolling Stock 
Atlas 

 

Transportation of livestock “on the hoof” from 
ranches to centralized processing centers was 
an important part of railroading from the 
1800s through the 1960s, and many different 
freight car designs were employed. While 
cattle and large animals required the full open 
space of a standard boxcar, smaller animals 
such as sheep and hogs could effectively be 
transported in multi-deck cars, doubling (or 
tripling) the capacity per car.  

While removable decks were available to fit in 
a standard 40-foot cattle car, purpose-built 
multi-deck cars of 50 feet or more were 
designed for high volume suppliers, especially 
in the pork industry. The Atlas Trainman 50’ 
Stock car incorporates many of the design 
elements of these double-deck cars that found 
use not only with major carriers, but which 
also found a home amongst the independent 
traveling circus trains of the 1950s-1970s.  

TRAINMAN MODEL FEATURES: 

• Colorful Painting and Printing 
• Equipped with AccuMate® operating 
knuckle couplers - AccuMate® couplers are 
made under license from Accurail, Inc. 

This is a completely fictitious model.  The 
NYC did not have 50' stock cars, but it is 
an interesting model!! 

MSRP $24.95 Expected Delivery Now 

https://shop.atlasrr.com/ 

Bluford Shops 

 

 

 

NYC, P&E, TOC 8-Panel 2-Bay Hoppers 

A majority of 8-panel hoppers were the result 
of the rebuilding of other styles of 2-bay 
hoppers. Offset side hoppers were particularly 
good candidates for this conversion. The 
argument for the offset side car is that by 
placing the side sheets on the outside of the 
ribs, you could then fill the volume between 
the ribs with coal (or other commodity.) The 
downside was that the offset side cars were 
more difficult to build and repair. Also, the 
load often packed in the corners between the 
rib and side sheets, trapping moisture and 
making repairs more frequent. Rebuilding 
them with 8 full-length panels and 9 posts was 
relative easy and cheap, more than making up 
for the loss in cubic capacity. The rebuilt car 
lasted another 15 to 25 years. 
 
In the mid-60s, New York Central’s massive 
Despatch Shops greatly increased the pace of 
rebuilding 2-bay hoppers into thousands of 
new 8-panel cars. During this period, NYC 
preferred to place the reporting marks and 
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road number toward the right end of the 
hopper side, a practice often (but not always) 
used on NYC boxcars in the same era. 
Despatch Shops equipped these cars with a 
new type of centerplate lubricator (the 
centerplate is the disc on the body bolster that 
makes contact with the truck bolster) and 
stenciled instructions to contact the company 
Chief Engineer in New York City if a truck is 
removed. Although NYC adopted the cigar 
band logo seven years earlier, they continued 
to apply the old “Gothic oval” logo on most 
hopper cars until the Penn Central merger. 
 
Features: 

• Ready-to-run 
• Die-cast slope sheet-hopper, bay-center sill 

assembly 
• Injection molded plastic sides, ends, and 

hopper doors 
• Full-molded brake tank, valve and air lines 
• Body-mounted brake hose detail 
• Load included 
• Come in multiple road numbers 
• Body mounted magnetically operating 

knuckle couplers 
• Fox Valley Models metal wheels 

MRSP $27.95 Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 
2021 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

http://bluford-shops.com/  

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Athearn 

 

NYC F7A/B cigar Band DC/DCC w/ Sound 

FEATURES:  

• All units are powered 
• Heavy die-cast frame for greater 

traction and more pulling power 
• DCC-ready features Quick Plug™ 

plug-and-play technology with both 
21-pin connector (DCC-Ready only) 

• Factory installed SoundTraxx 
Tsunami2 sound and DCC decoder 
(DCC+sound units only) 

• Tsunami sounds are compatible with 
both DCC and DC operation 
(DCC+sound units only) 

• Genesis driveline with balanced five 
pole skew wound motor and dual 
flywheels 

• Directional constant lighting-featuring 
LEDs; headlight brightness remains 
constant 

• Scaled from prototype resources 
including drawings, field 
measurements, photographs, and more 

• Separately applied photo etched metal 
and injection molded detail parts: 

• Cab interior • Coupler cut levers • MU 
and Trainline hoses • Windshield 
wipers • Lift rings • Wire grab irons • 
Sander lines 

• Detailed fuel tank with fuel fillers, fuel 
gauges, breather pipes, and retention 
tanks 

• Body mounted McHenry scale knuckle 
couplers - Kadee compatible 

• All-wheel drive with precision gears 
for smooth and quiet operation 

• All-wheel electrical pickup provides 
reliable current flow 

• Wheels with RP25 contours operate on 
all popular brands of track 

• Detailed Blomberg-B trucks with 
prototype-specific wheel bearings 

• Replacement parts available 
• Minimum radius: 18” 
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ROAD NUMBER SPECIFIC FEATURES: 

       #1772  
Small lettering 

• Freight pilot 
• Tall cab side windows 
• Late style vertical carbody louvers 
• Late style vertical “Farr” etched 

grills 
#1699  

• Small lettering 
• ”Passenger” pilot 
• Short cab side windows 
• Early style horizontal carbody 

louvers 
• Early style horizontal etched grills 

#1704  
• Large lettering 
• ”Passenger” pilot 
• Short cab side windows 
• Early style horizontal carbody 

louvers 
• Early style horizontal etched grills 

#1843  
• Large lettering 
• Freight pilot 
• 48” D/B fan 
• Tall cab side windows 
• Late style vertical carbody louvers 
• Late style vertical “Farr” etched 

grills 
#3465  

• F7B unit 
• 48” D/B fan 
• Late style vertical “Farr” etched 

grills 
 

MSRP $599.98 F7A/F7B set, or F7A/F7A set, 
$309.98 F7A All DCC/Sound, Expected 
Delivery July 2021 

http://www.athearn.com/ 

 

Bachmann 

 

NYC USRA 0-6-0 DCC/Sound 

With production beginning in 1918, the USRA 
0-6-0 was one of the locomotives designed by 
the United States Railroad Administration, the 
country’s nationalized railroad established 
during World War I. Classified as a light 
switcher, 255 original locomotives were 
produced and sent to over 20 rail systems 
throughout the country. Bachmann is excited 
to offer a variation of our USRA 0-6-0 with 
new and existing tooling, roadname-specific 
tenders, and a TCS WOWSound® 16-bit 
44,100Hz decoder with a Keep-Alive® device 
for uninterrupted operation, even over dirty 
track. Additionally, Chuffinity™ technology is 
included for amazingly diverse and realistic 
chuffs. The 0-6-0’s WOWSound® sound value 
steam locomotive package includes your 
choice of 8 whistles and 5 bells, plus automatic 
snifters, air pump, injectors, safety valve, 
cylinder cocks, brake squeal, generator, 
coupler clank, grade-crossing quill, and all 
directional quills. 
 
Features:  
• DCC sound equipped for sound, speed, 

direction, and lighting control 
• True CD-quality audio in 16-bit 44,100Hz 

sound 
• Keep-Alive® device that keeps your engine 

running during power interruptions due to 
dirty track or loss of electrical contact 

•  Dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder 
• Function pagination feature for expanded 

function control with Bachmann’s E-Z 
Command® system 

•Load-based chuff intensity with Chuffinity™ 
technology for amazingly diverse and 
realistic chuffs 
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• Operating headlight• metal side rods 
• RP25 wheel contours & E-Z Mate® Mark II 

couplers 
 
These USRA 0-6-0’s, class B-62, were only 
operated on the Chicago Junction or Chicago 
River & Indiana subsidiaries.  Limited use. 
 
MSRP $329.00 Expected Delivery Now 
 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
discount. 

https://shop.bachmanntrains.com/ 

Kato 

 

NYC EMD GP-35 Phase 1a Without Dynamic 
Brakes DCC 

Features: 

• Pre-Installed Digitrax DCC. 
• Directional headlights 
• Powerful five pole motor with dual brass 

flywheels 
• Roadname specific Dynamic Brake or Non-

Dynamic Brake hatches 
• Comes in two road numbers 
• All wheel electrical pickup from blackened 

metal wheels 
• Comes with a number of consumer-

applied detail parts such as truck brake 
cylinders, MU hoses, and grab irons. 

MSRP $250.00 Expected Delivery Sep 2020 

https://www.katousa.com/ 

Were available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members’ Discount – No longer available there 

Lionel 

NYC Mikado 2-8-2 

Used all over the world to carry freight, the 
Mikado 2-8-2 wheel arrangement can be 
accredited to the Nippon Railway of Japan 
before being introduced in North America on 
the Lehigh Valley. It became the most popular 
engine in the first decade of the 20th century 
due to its power. 
Features:  
• Die-cast Boiler & Frame with Brass Details 
• Bluetooth control via LionChief App 
• Universal Remote available separately (6-

83071) 
• DCC control  
• Conventional transformer control 
• LED headlight  
• Realistic sounds  
• Volume Control  
• Powerful can motor  
• Front & rear metal operating knuckle 

couplers 
MSRP $289.99 Estimated Delivery 9/20/2020 
 

Rapido

 

NYC ALCo RS-11 – Script Logo – DC/Silent 

The first three RS-11s were produced by 
ALCO in February 1956 as a demonstrator set. 
This locomotive, classified by ALCO as model 
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DL-701, was their first high-horsepower road 
switcher, intended to be a replacement for the 
very popular RS-3 road switcher. Featuring a 
V-12, 1,800 hp (1,300 kW) 251B diesel engine, 
the RS-11 was ALCO’s answer to EMD’s very 
successful GP9. The turbocharged RS-11 
accelerated faster had a higher tractive effort 
rating and typically used less fuel than the 
competition. It was also quite versatile and 
could be found in heavy haul freight as well as 
passenger service. It was produced in high-
nose and low-nose versions. Montreal 
Locomotive Works also built nearly identical 
units, known as the RS-18, predominantly for 
the Canadian market.  
 
While the RS-11 benefited from the increased 
power and reliability offered with ALCO’s 
new 251B engine, and was arguably a more 
advanced product than the GP9, its market 
acceptance was disappointing against the 
reputation EMD’s locomotives had made for 
superior reliability.  
 
The RS-11 could be set up for either freight or 
passenger service, with passenger units 
having a steam generator fitted into the short 
hood and a larger fuel/water tank beneath the 
frames. RS-11 units could be designated for 
either long hood or short hood forward 
operation. Some units were provided with 
dual control stands and could be operated 
with either end forward. Over the course of 
RS-11 production there were many noticeable 
changes made to the design. These included 
variations in carbody filter quantities and 
sizes, fuel tank designs, cab window size and 
placement and many other small details. 
  
Features:  
• Correct hood and roof profiles 3D scanned 

from the prototype 
• Operating number boards, headlights, 

class lights and cab control stand lighting 
• Working inspection lights in the inspection 

light castings 

• Straight metal side handrails with plastic 
stanchions 

• Huge amount of newly-tooled roadname-
specific details 

• Full underbody piping, conduits and 
steam lines, where appropriate 

• Correct roadname-specific corner steps 
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed 

at the factory 
• Heavy, die-cast chassis and full, multi-

color interior 
• New, rock-solid 5-pole skew-wound motor 

with dual flywheels and Rapido’s 
renowned silky-smooth drive 

• DC/Silent (21-pin DCC Ready) 

Correct lettering on a correct model. One of 
the few locomotives delivered with the script 
oval. Class DRS-10A 8000-8008 built 6-7/1957. 
Renumbered 7600-7608 1966. 

MSRP $$225.00 Expected Delivery 2021 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

https://rapidotrains.com/ 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Accurail

 

Accurail NYC 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H) All 
Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper NYCSHS 
Exclusive 

NYCSHS Modeler’s committee wanted to offer 
a custom decorated Accurail 3 bay hopper as a 
lot 824-H. The 824-H was built by General 
American in 1952 numbered NYC 904000-



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2020 21	

904999.  The road number is homage to the 
society’s 50th anniversary and is authentic. 
 
Features: 
 
These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits 
feature a one-piece body with details molded 
in place. Decorated models feature authentic 
paint and lettering schemes with end 
reporting marks. In addition, the trucks 
feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler 
pockets accepts Kadee® No. 5 couplers. Also 
features exceptionally free-rolling wheels. Set 
of decals with six road numbers and 6 shop 
stencils are included with kit. Decals come 
with same paint color background as the car. 
 
MSRP $31.63 Expected Delivery Now 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

  
Accurail B&A 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H) All 
Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper 
 
These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits 
feature a one-piece body with details molded 
in place. Decorated models feature authentic 
paint and lettering schemes with end 
reporting marks. In addition, the trucks 
feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler 
pockets accepts Kadee® No. 5 couplers. Also 
features exceptionally free-rolling wheels.  
 
MSRP $18.98 Expected Delivery Now 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

P&LE 36’ Double Sheath Wood Boxcar 

Features: 
 
These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits 
feature a one-piece body with details molded 
in place. Decorated models feature authentic 
paint and lettering schemes with end 
reporting marks. In addition, the trucks 
feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler 
pockets accepts Kadee® No. 5 couplers. Also 
features exceptionally free-rolling wheels.  

 
MSRP $18.98 Expected Delivery Now 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Athearn 

 

NYC 50’ Double Sliding Door Boxcar 
Features: 

• New paint schemes and road numbers 
• Highly-detailed, injection-molded 

body 
• Three road numbers 
• Separately applied brake wheel 
• Machined metal wheels 
• Weighted for trouble-free operation 
• Wheels with RP25 contours operate on 

all popular brands of track 
• Body mounted McHenry® operating 

scale knuckle couplers 
• Minimum radius: 18” 

MSRP $29.98 Expected Delivery Now 

http://www.athearn.com/ 
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Atlas 

 

P&LE 1937 AAR 40’ Boxcar 

The 1937 AAR Box Car is widely recognized as 
the first standard freight car design to be 
voluntarily adopted by the majority of 
railroads throughout the United States. 
Although previous USRA designs also 
achieved widespread distribution, their 
success was mostly due to government control 
rather than popular acceptance. 

The 1937 AAR Box Car also had many features 
that became standard on boxcars for years to 
come, including dreadnaught ends, straight 
panel roof and an inside length of 40’ 6”. They 
had an interior height of 10’ with a 3700 cubic 
foot capacity. With only a few variations built, 
this design helped the industry realize the 
economic advantages of freight equipment 
standardization. That is a concept that 
continues into the modern era. 
Features: 

• Quick and easy assembly 
• Highly detailed body with molded 

ladders and grab irons 
• One-piece underframe with full brake 

detail 
• Quality painting/printing of 

prototypical paint schemes 
• Comes in three road numbers 

MRSP $19.95 Expected Delivery Late 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

https://shop.atlasrr.com/ 

Bethleham Car Works 

Pullman NYC 12-1 Sleeper, Plan 24101 

 

Car shown, not NYC but it comes with NYC 
decals for NYC Lamorna 

Car is a Branchline kit that comes with resin 
sides by Tom Madder. 

MSRP $59.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
https://bethlehemcarworks.com/ho-scale-
craftsman-kits/ 

Broadway Limited 

 

NYC80’ Passenger Coach (Fantasy Paint 
Scheme) 

Over 1000 P70s were produced between 1907 
and 1929 by a host of builders including 
Altoona. They were in service into the 1960s! 
These 80 ft. all-steel coaches were originally 
equipped with 88 seats, but in 1926 they were 
produced with 80 seats standard. The P 
designation refers to passenger coach. The 70 
indicates the overall length of the passenger 
compartment. 

FEATURES 
• Detailed and Accurately Modeled for 

the PRR 
• Precision Paint, Color, and Lettering 

Schemes 
• Many Separately Applied Details 

including Hand Rails and Antennae  
• Detailed Interiors 
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• Properly Colored Interiors for PRR 
• Lighted Interiors 
• Operating Sprung Diaphragms 
• Composition: ABS with ABS Chassis 
• Couplers: (2) Operating Kadee 

Compatible 
• Compatible Tracks: Code 83 and 100 

Rail 
• Minimum Operating Radius: 22 in 
 

This is a completely fictitious model.  The 
NYC did not have any of these PRR cars. 

MSRP $89.99 Single, $174.99 2-Pack, Expected 
Delivery October 2020 

Resin Car Works 

 

NYC 50’ Steel Gondola 

Resin Car Works has a new HO scale kit, a 
New York Central 50-foot steel gondola. This 
kit features a one-piece carbody to ease 
assembly and includes several detail parts. 
The model reflects the cars rebuilt with Lot 
591-G cars rebuilt with wood floors. 

NYC installed 1000 of these 70-ton gondolas in 
1929. They were built by the Pressed Steel Car 
Company in McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania. The 
cars were originally in the 324000-324999 
series and had steel floors and drop-doors. 

By 1945, 712 cars had been rebuilt with wood 
floors and the drop-door hardware was 
removed. They were renumbered into the 
751000-751999 series. 70 cars were rebuilt with 
steel floors and included in that number series. 

163 of the original cars were in-service at this 
time. 

MSRP $45.00 + Shipping Expected Delivery 
Now   

You must go to the website, print out the order 
form and mail in with payment.  Email orders not 
accepted.   

http://resincarworks.com/kits.htm 

Rapido 

 

NYC Steam Heater Car 

Steam Heater Cars, known in Canada as Steam 
Generator Units or SGUs, were introduced in 
the diesel era to provide steam heat to 
passenger trains in cooler weather. When 
passenger trains were hauled by steam 
locomotives, there was always a reliable 
source of steam. Unless a diesel locomotive 
was equipped with a boiler and water tank, 
heat could not be provided. This was before 
the days of electrical Head End Power for 
passenger cars. Heater cars were frequently 
rebuilt from boxcars, B-units and old steam 
locomotive tenders, so they varied in shape 
and size from railroad to railroad. 

Features: 
• Scaled from field measurements and 

original blueprints  
• Steam sounds included, with user-

controlled volume  
• High-quality, high-bass speaker  
• Works on DC and DCC layouts  
• Super-detailed underframe and express 

trucks  
• Working backup lights, controlled by 

magnetic wand  
• Metal Macdonald-Cartier couplers 
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• Three road numbers 
• Authentic sound 
 
MSRP $79.95  Expected Delivery TBD 
 
The NYC had none of these cars. 
 
https://rapidotrains.com/ 
 
 
Tangent Models 

 

NYC Greenville 86’ Double Plug Boxcar 

NYC 962-B “Original 1965” represents the first 
New York Central car offered in our product 
line! Why? Well even though NYC was a huge 
railroad, none of our current freight cars were 
purchased or built by NYC. That changes 
today, and we emulate Greenville’s greatness 
in style: NYC Class 962-B jade green freight 
car goodness including the huge Greenville-
applied NYC “cigar band” logo and the 
“When Empty Return To N&W Railroad, 
Buffalo, N.Y.” (yes, that is correct, N&W not 
NYC). NYC was a prolific buyer of Greenville 
86’ auto parts box cars, and for our first NYC 
offering we chose the April 1965 production 
which is statistically the largest order NYC 
placed for these beautiful cars. 

Features: 

• Body shells with or without overlapping 
side panels 
• EOCC (end of car cushioning) or COCC 
(center of car cushioning) “near scale”draft 
gear variations with genuine Kadee® scale 
couplers 
• Separate flexible rubber air hoses 
• Roofs with running board supports 
remaining in place (1965+ appearance since 

the running boards were gone by 1966) and 
roofs without running board supports (1965+ 
Greenville production) 
• Under car brake system variations 
• “See through” etched metal end crossover 
platforms in three possible options: Gypsum, 
Apex, or Morton 
• Side tack board types/sizes and locations 
• Seven prototypically-accurate brake stands 
(Ajax, Universal, Equipco, Miner 6600, 
Champion-Peacock, Elcon-National, Peacock 
850) 
• Two possible handbrake “brake wheel” 
options 
• Optional 3rd door arm hinge parts to be 
configured one of three ways 
• Two brand new truck sideframes: 70-Ton 
Barber S-2A Roller Bearing Truck or a 100-Ton 
“Low Profile” Barber S-2-C Roller Bearing 
Truck (outlined at the end of this press release) 
• 33” or 36” wheels, as applicable to each 
model 
• Two brand new truck brake beam part 
options 
• Three brand new “rotating” roller bearing 
truck cap options 
 
MSRP $52.95 Expected Delivery Now 
https://www.tangentscalemodels.com/ 
 

Dr. Dave Campbell 

 

Post WW I MDT Reefer Kit 

In 2018, a simplified resin kit was offered that 
represented reefers built by Merchants 
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Despatch between September 1922 and 
October 1924.  

A limited reissue of these kits, consisting of a 
run of 25 sets of castings, will be available in 
January of 2021. 

There were 5,100 cars built to this same design 
as per the following: NYC Lot _# of Cars Built, 
Reporting Marks, and Numbers Owner: 446-R 
1000 9/22 4/23 NYC S146000-146999 NYC--- 
400 10/22-1/23 NKP 60000-60399 NKP447-R 
500 2/23 4/23 MC 16500-16999 MC 469-R 1000 
5/23-10/23 MDT 17000-17999 MC--- 200 5/23-
10/23 B&M 13100-13299 B&M 469-R 1000 
9/12-7/24 MDT 18000-18999 MC 497-R 440 
5/24-7/24 MDT 19000-19439 NYC 498-R 500 
8/24-10/24 MDT 19440-19939 Big 4--- 60 10/24 
MDT 19940-19939 MDI. 

Later cars (through October of 1930) were very 
close in appearance but were 3” higher, did 
not have the large end brace, and were built 
with hatch platforms. 

The “kit” is much simpler than the typical 
resin kit. It consists of a one-piece body, floor, 
and underframe. Trucks and couplers, brake 
gear, ladders, and roof walk are not provided 
and must be provided by the modeler. 

Decals appropriate for the early for the white 
paint scheme until repainting began in 1936 
are provided.  Commercial decals for later 
painting schemes are readily available. 

The casting run will be limited with a 
maximum of 25 units being produced.  The 
kits are priced at $25.00 each, which includes 
shipping.  If you need the early decals they are 
available at an additional $5. 

Orders will be accepted beginning on 
December 1, 2020 and will be accepted until 
the 25-unit limit has been reached.  Email you 
order to drdavecampbel@gmail.com and 

include your mailing address.  Payment is via 
PayPal to that email address. 

The NYCSHS provided photos and drawings to 
Dr. Campbell.  He plans a couple more NYC 
gondolas for production in the future. 

Magazines 

Classic Trains Fall 2020 

“Mileposts, An Escape to a place called Otis”, 
by Kevin Keefe, pp. 14-15 

Kevin and Mike Yuhas visit the tiny town 
called Otis in Indiana to photograph some 
trains and remember the past.   

Otis is where the NYC main line crossed the 
Monon and there was a NYC depot there in 
the distant past. The article has a photo of a 
NYC Fairbanks Morse CPA-24-5 heading the 
article. 

“Charlie’s Photo Album”, by NYCSHS 
member Fred B. Furminger pp. 47 – 53 Photos 
by Charles A. Erier 

Photos by Charles A. Erler who documented 
the railroads of western New York State before 
and after WW-II. Written by our own Fred 
Furminger. Fred only includes one NYC photo 
on page 53. 

“The Way It Was – Left the Lunch in Boston”, 
by Herbert H. Harwood, Jr., pp. 78 – 79 
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The article is about turning the FDR’s 
presidential train and the anxiety cause to a 
NYC employee. 

Model Railroad News September 2020 

 

“Historic HO 86-Foot High Cubes”, by Tony 
Cook, pp. 90 – 93 

A history about the Athearn 86-foot Hi Cube 
models they produced back in 1969 and a 
comparison with the Tangent models being 
offered of the car today. It includes a photo of 
Athearn’s eight-door NYC model. 

NMRA Magazine August 2020 

Model Railroad News, October 2020 

 

“Second Chances: Rapido Trains’ Alco FA-2 
Rerun” – David Otte, pp. 44 -55 

The review provides and in depth look at the 
Rapido product and has several prototype and 
model photos of the NYC FA-2. If you are 
thinking of buying one, it is worth reading and 
the NYC photos are great. 

“ALCo Fans Rejoice: Rapido Trains’ HO-
Scale RS-11” – by David Otte, pp. 64 -77 

Another product review and this time it is for 
the RS-11. Again if you are contemplating 
purchasing one of these it is worth reading. 
No NYC model photos included. 

“From The Archive – Big Steam & Other 
Delights, by Tony Cook, pp. 94 - 95 

Tony discusses some of the AHM steam loco 
models from the past, including an IHB (NYC) 
0-8-0. 

NMRA Magazine, August 2020 

 

“History in a Click”, by Thorton Waite, p. 62 

It features the Budd’s NYC Diner-Grill photo 
and a short history of the car. Each month this 
feature covers one of the thousands of photos 
in the NMRA online library. 

Railroad Model Craftsman, June 2020 

 

“Landmark F-Units in HO Scale”, by Tony 
Cook, pp. 84 – 89 

This article covers most of the history of EMD 
F-units and models of the loco starting back in 
the spring of 1939.  After a short history of the 
actual locomotive models, it proceeds to 
provide a pretty complete history of the 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2020 27	

models of this loco. On page 88 you find a 
photo and caption of a Steward Hobbies 
model of their Kato import of NYC F3A. Well 
worth reading for modelers of EMD F-units. 

Railroad Model Craftsman, July 2020 

 

“Boomer Trail” A Gallery of submitted 
photos by RMC readers. “Next Stop, Ardsley 
Heights” by Ken Lawrence p. 67 

A photo and short caption showing a pair of 
NYC 1920’s commuter cars. Both were 
kitbashed using Branchline 80-foot coach kits. 

Railroad Model Craftsman, August 2020 

 

“Product Reviews – Test Track, Rapido 
Trains Alco/MLW FA-2 and FB-2”, by Harry 
K. Long, pp. 22 – 27 

Mr. Long provides and excellent review of 
these locomotives.  Interesting because they 
include the NYC versions that we sold many 
of in the Collinwood Shop.  The article is 
worth reading. 

 

 

Railroad & Railfan, September 2020 

 

“398 Budd Cars, Where Are They Now? – 
RDC Update”, by Justin Franz and NYCSHS 
Member and R&R editor, Otto M. Vondrak 
pp. 47 – 57 

This article provides a very complete history 
of all of the Budd RDCs produced and 
includes a small insert about NYC M-497 and 
former NYC employee and NYCSHS member, 
Don Wetzel. A complete listing of all of the 
Budd RDCs with the disposition of each car. 

The Train Collectors Quarterly, July 2020 

Published by The Train Collectors Association 
(TCA) 

 

“The First Layout, Part III, Commodore 
Vanderbilt Special” by Ron Hollander, pp. 29-32 

This is a story about a little boy growing up with 
Lionel trains and a layout built by his father when 
Ron was very young.  It includes how his uncle 
Herbie gave him a 263C grey Commodore 
Vanderbilt locomotive and freight cars. It is a story 
many of us can repeat as our own, if we grew up 
back in the 1940s and 50s. Probably some of you 
still have that 263C locomotive and cars. 
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As an interesting note, the NYCSHS advertises in 
another of TCA’s publications, National 
Headquarters News, and we have many members 
who became members through those ads. 

Trains, August 2020 

 

“Ohio Rail Crossroads”, by H. Roger Grant, pp. 
20-25 

The Buckeye state, Ohio, became the crossroads for 
many of the eastern railroads from the late 1800s.  
This article outlines many of the major railroads 
crossing Ohio and provides some interesting 
photos of the New York Central doing just that.  Be 
sure to read about the railroads and check out the 
photos of the NYC on pages 25 & 26 and of the 
Cleveland Terminal Tower the symbol of some of 
our recent NYCSHS conventions. 

“Redrawing the Map” by Bill Stephens, pp. 34 – 
39 

An interesting history of the breakup of Conrail, 
but the photo on page 34 of the former NYC station 
at Berea, OH provides some interest for most of us 
who have eaten at the restaurant there and 
watched the many trains passing there. 

“The Queen City of The West Gets a new Crown” 
by George W. Hamlin, pp. 42 -47 

This is the story of the restoration of the Cincinnati 
Union Terminal (2020) and also includes some of 
the history of this icon of “modern”(1933) terminal 
design. The NYC’s Big Four used this terminal for 
many years. 

 

 

 

New Manufacturer Catalogs 

Walthers 

 

• Hundreds of pages of product 
information, photos and more! 

• All-new Magic of Model Railroading 
photos 

• Free sign sheet to help detail your 
layout 

• Coupon for 20% off a Walthers 
Cornerstone kit 

• Great content for new modelers as well 
as seasoned pros 

• New products and vendors added 

MSRP $17.98 Expected Delivery Oct 28, 2020 

Announcements 

MTH 

A couple of months ago Mike’s Train House 
announced that it would be going out of 
business in a few months. 

The latest from MTH on this: 

“September 2, 2020 - M.T.H. Electric Trains has 
selected Cabin Fever Auctions as the auction 
company to liquidate select contents of M.T.H.'s 
124,000 sq. ft. Maryland warehouse. 

“Cabin Fever Auctions will conduct a series of 
online auctions to liquidate the vast amount of 
factory samples, photo samples, archival 
inventory, and original catalog artwork 
contained in this huge warehouse. Also going 
under the hammer are numerous show and 
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display layouts to be sold online for pickup at 
the warehouse. 

“All auction participants will have an 
opportunity to purchase items from the 
showroom, workrooms, library, archives & 
dusty long-ignored storage rooms of 
approximately 8 tractor-trailer truckloads.” 

There are several NYC items listed including 
some production samples. The first auction 
is September 26, 2020, and can be previewed 
by appointment on Friday, September 25, 
2020, at Cabin Fever's auction facility: 

1860 Weavertown Road 
Douglassville, PA 18518 
or online by visiting the auction: 
https://cabinfeverauctions.bidwrangler.com/
ui/auctions/53776 

Upcoming NYCSHS Archive Products 

Fairbanks Morse Diesels 

NYC Hudsons J-1a, b, c 

Coming soon in the Collinwood 
Shop.  FM Diesels and Hudsons 

photos on flash drives. 
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Dear Noel, 

The third-quarter NYCentral Modeler 
magazine is out, and it looks like another 
enjoyable issue. 

There is an article in the magazine about 
modeling Baldwin Babyface diesels in HO 
scale (RS-12s - I believe the Central 
nicknamed these Gravel Gerties) using a 
resin shell casting.  The article notes that 
the producer of the shell has a reputation 
for pirating commercial models (like the 
Rapido F40 and the Highliners F-units), 
but that it appears that there was no 
commercial shell for the Baldwin 
Babyfaces that could have been an illicit 
source for these shells. 

Here is a posting from the Anthracite 
Railroads Historical Society from 2017 that 
may identify the source of these shells: 

March 30, 2017 

Dear ARHS Members and Friends, 

Back in 2007-2008, as a fundraiser for the 
society, ARHS invested substantial time and 
resources in the development of an HO-Scale 
Baldwin DR-4-4-1500 “Babyface” model shell 
that could fit on a Life-Like Proto 2000 FA2 
chassis. This involved researching the Babyface 
designs at the PA state archives in Harrisburg, 
PA, working with CAD designers to 
appropriately scale the shells, working with 
resin mold casters to alter the shells to “lock” 
on to a FA2 chassis, and procuring the 
necessary detail parts to accompany the shells 
(windshields, steps, horns, etc.) All of this time 
was invested by the Society to further our 
mission of historical preservation and to 

support the Society financially through sales of 
this model. 

In January 2017, the ARHS was contacted by 
Mr. Bruce Gavin of Big Dawg Originals 
(BDO) (https://www.bigdawgoriginals.com/). 
Mr. Gavin informed the ARHS he was selling 
copies of the shells, which he had made from a 
mold he had taken of one of our shells. To 
justify this piracy of our design, he alleged 
correctly that the design of the original 
locomotive was in the public domain, but 
incorrectly that the design of our HO scale 
model was also in the public domain. It is not. 
Mr. Gavin is presently promoting his pirated 
copies on BDO’s website (link above), via 
eBay, and via Facebook. Apparently sales have 
been substantial enough to justify a second run 
per BDO’s Facebook and web pages. 

 The ARHS takes the position that Mr. 
Gavin's actions constitute theft of our design. 
Apparently this is not the first time that Mr. 
Gavin has attempted to pirate someone else's 
work. Our claims of theft are echoed by 
reputable manufacturers (Athearn, Rapido, 
etc.), and have been posted or quoted in 
reputable online forums (i.e. Model 
Railroader). 

 So where does that leave us? The ARHS has 
contacted Bruce Gavin of BDO directly stating 
our position and requesting he and his 
company cease from these illegal activities. 

 We are also asking for your help and 
cooperation by not patronizing this illegal 
activity, and spreading the word to other 
modelers of BDO's questionable reputation. 
Companies like BDO only have a market for 
their product if there are customers out there 
who support them. Margins in the model 
railroading industry have shrunk so much in 
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recent years that the only manufacturers left 
are those that would not be in it except that 
they enjoy the hobby as much as the modeler 
does. As if the financial pressure on the 
industry from overseas manufacturing wasn’t 
enough, now we have issues from companies 
like BDO on the home front to deal with. 
Specific to the ARHS, it was our hope that the 
investment we had in the Babyface models 
years ago could be used to benefit the Society 
down the road with additional HO models, 
including double-enders, and possibly runs of 
the Babyface shells in additional scales. The 
actions of BDO have put these future 
opportunities at risk for the ARHS. 

 The ARHS board of directors requests your 
support in not patronizing companies such as 
BDO and encouraging your friends and family 
to do the same. There is nothing original about 
BDO. Their work is theft of another’s 
investment, design, and hard-earned ideas, 
plain and simple. 

Warmest Regards, 

The ARHS Board of Directors 

In keeping with the request of the ARHS, I 
am sharing this information.  The Atlas 
Rescue Forum discussion where this was 
posted 
(https://atlasrescueforum.proboards.com
/thread/5418/big-dawg-originals) 
included an indication that the person 
who had pirated their shell had begun 
marketing it through CMR Products, a 
source that is also mentioned in the NYC 
Modeler article. 

Note that the original model was created 
both to serve ARHS members and as a 
fundraiser for ARHS.  Note the statement 
in the ARHS posting that their intent was 
to release additional models using the 

shell, but that this pirating "put these 
future opportunities at risk" (and I believe 
that ARHS ended up choosing not to 
pursue them). 

There is a picture of the original ARHS 
shell: https://atlasrescueforum.proboards.
com/thread/6751/double-dawg-baldwin-
trouble-products 
 
Steve Probst, NYCSHS Member 

Steve, 

Thanks for the information about this 
issue. 

Noel 

Hi Noel, 
 
Thanks for the mention in the NYCentral 
Modeler.  It will certainly keep me going on 
the projects I mentioned and cleaning up a 
bunch of half finished ones. 
 
Stan Madyda, NYCSHS Member 
  

Stan, 

Looking forward to several articles on all 
of those projects. 

Thanks, Noel 

Hello, 
 

I have purchased several drawing sets 
from your store, including the J1A, J1B, 
and Pedestal Tenders, and I have enjoyed 
studying them. 

 
A few drawings related to wheels (such as 
V-21569) reference drawing S-37217, 
which details the contour of the tire treads 
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and flange. It appears that this drawing 
was not included in any of the packs I 
purchased. Is a copy of this drawing 
available? 

I also wanted to ask if the drawing for the 
J3A locomotive bed has been located. I'm 
looking forward to purchasing the J3A 
drawing set once the frame is available. 

Thanks, Travis Beisert 

Hi Travis, 

Noel Widdifield referred your question to 
me for response.  My Master Index does 
not have an entry for drawing S-37217, so 
we have not digitized it, and no indication 
that it is available in the collection. 

Regarding the J-3A file, the Convent-
ional/standard J-3A file does contain 
drawing -51670, which is the engine bed 
drawing for the J-3.  This drawing, due to 
its native size, was scanned in two parts, 
the best we could do when the original 
scans were made.  The J-3A file is 
extensive and contains over 1000 
drawings, another example of how highly 
thought of the J-3's were on the railroad. 

Regards, Tom Gerbracht NYCSHS 
Director 

Hello, 

I am an avid N Scale modeler of 
transition era NYC passenger and mail 
and express trains. 

Here's an idea for the Modelers Committee 
to urge a manufacturer to produce: N scale 

express boxcars converted from troop 
sleepers. 

I have been after Micro-Trains for years to 
redo their troop sleeper as an 
express boxcar.  I bug the guy every year 
at “Trainfest”, and I won't be able to do 
that this year. 

As you know, the NYC express boxcar was 
ubiquitous in the post war period. They 
were found on many railroads besides the 
NYC, and were a big part of all post war 
NYC mail and express trains. 

I also think a custom set of decals would 
be well received. I would think there is a 
need out there for streamline era Pullman 
car names, as well as the large Pullman 
lettering, for before NYC took over 
sleeping car ownership, and the small 
New York Central to go at the ends of 
those cars. In both the black letters for the 
Budd cars as delivered, and the light grey 
letters for the two-tone grey cars. 

I would think having a custom run done, 
in both N and HO, and offering it to the 
members, would be well received. 

Thanks for your consideration of my ideas! 

William Quinn, NYCSHS Member 

Dear William, 

About the N Scale troop sleeper/ 
expressway boxcar. There were other 
roads that had the same car, but NYC had 
the majority. HO scale versions often go 
for 1.5-2 times the original retail price on 
eBay. I believe that it’s a profitable project, 
but just like everything else, our wishes 
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are spending other people’s money. It is 
unlikely we can get them to do this car as 
they require pre-orders in numbers for 
more than we can expect to sell. 

The decals you are talking about are the 
same ones that we have been talking about 
for a while, but in HO-scale. We have not 
made much progress with these, as we 
haven’t had much luck in developing the 
exact names we think would sell. 
 
We appreciate your thoughts on these 
items. Getting manufacturers to do NYC 
projects is almost impossible based upon 
the limited number of NYC modelers who 
buy the products.  They are interested in 
sales numbers and our small number of 
buyers for N-scale is very limited. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 

Dear NYCSHS,	

Not sure who should get this question, but 
it is about a scene in a silent film from 
1925, Buster Keaton's comedy, Go West. 

 

Early in the film Keaton is in front of a 
New York Central freight car: 

https://silentlocations.files.wordpress.co
m/2020/07/go-west-santa-fe-depot.jpg  

A film researcher has just shown that this 
scene was filmed in Los Angeles: 
https://silentlocations.com/2020/07/04/
buster-keaton-ghosts-of-go-west/ 

Is there a way to find out more about New 
York Central rolling stock in 1920s Los 
Angeles? 

Thanks, Daniel J. Heisey 

Daniel, 

Not sure how we would answer that 
question as the NYC did not operate in LA 
at any time in history.  There might have 
been some rolling stock that ended up 
there on trains from Chicago pulled on 
other lines but we don’t have any records 
in that detail. 
 
Sorry, NYCSHS 
 
Dear NYCSHS, 
 
Thanks very much for this prompt and 
interesting reply. 
 
Daniel 
 
Good Morning Noel, 
 
Your answer to the signal question in the 
last NYCentral Modeler came at a time 
when some of my reference material 
happened to be accessible.  I am not 
certain what you are looking for, so here is 
what I found in case something may be 
useful. 
 
Using my Oct. 1, 1959, copy of the "Signal 
Standard Plans", I looked up S-4550.  On 
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its Sheet 3, the items marked 39 are the 
platforms.  They are detailed on GRS 
Drawing 313-97.  The masts, 28 & 29, are 
Standard 5" W.I. Pipe, available 
commercially.  Item 28 is 17'+/-1", and 29 
is 22'+/-2".  In this period, I believe that 
any installation requiring a signal higher 
above ground would have bracket mast(s) 
shown in S-4560 mounted on a fabricated 
steel structure. 
 
The base casting is controlled by AAR 
Drawing 14471.  Sometime earlier, it was 
probably a GRS Drawing. 
 
The mast foundation is a bit more 
mysterious.  It is described as Permacrete 
or equivalent, Ref. S-2.  The book I have at 
hand does not have such a page.  Other 
foundations in it, such as for Highway 
Crossing Signals, are in an S-F series and 
date to the 30s.  It is possible that S-2 is a 
manufacturer's drawing or a concrete 
specification, but I would have to check 
other books of Standard Plans, AAR or 
AREMA Specs, or other manufacturers 
like GRS. 
 
The only GRS drawings for masts, 
platforms, etc. that I have at hand date to 
1916 but were apparently used into the 
1940s, at least.  They have a different 
Drawing Reference number, however. 
 
All this does stress that the date of the 
model should be no earlier than the 
Standard Plan revision date, if you are 
concerned about the rivet-counters. 
 
Len Gordy, NYCSHS #78 
 
 

 

Len, 

Thanks for the information. I have passed 
it on to the authors of the article. 

Thanks, Noel 

G'day from downunder, Noel, 
 
Loved your Covid-necessitated video of 
late. Nice work that man! 
 
Hey just a suggestion for the Collinwood 
Shop... 
 
I recently enjoyed TJ Stiles 2009 'The First 
Tycoon - The EPIC life of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt'. 
 
OMG! What an absolutely beautifully 
written piece! I want to read again only to 
enjoy the artistry of Stiles' prose; it is not 
only a thoroughly fascinating story, it's 
masterfully told. 
 
IMHO, this is essential reading for anyone 
who purports to be a NYCS fan. It clearly 
captures the values of the individual who 
initially built the beast.  
 
No wonder it won the Pulitzer Prize! 
 
Ngā mihi, e hoa (Greetings, my friend) 
 
Philip Darkins, NYCSHS Member  
Wellington, New Zealand  
 

Philip, 

Greetings from the USA, NYCSHS, 

I did some research about the book and I 
agree that this is a wonderful book for 
anyone interested in the NYC. 
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Unfortunately it is unavailable to us to sell 
in the Collinwood Shop but is readily 
available from Amazon and other 
booksellers. 

 

Quote from Amazon about the book: 

“In this groundbreaking biography, T.J. 
Stiles tells the dramatic story of Cornelius 
“Commodore” Vanderbilt, the combative 
man and American icon who, through his 
genius and force of will, did more than 
perhaps any other individual to create 
modern capitalism.  Meticulously 
researched and elegantly written, the book 
describes and improbable life, from 
Vanderbilt’s humble birth during the 
presidency of George Washington to his 
death as one of the richest men in 
American history.  In between we see how 

the Commodore helped launch the 
transportation revolution, propel the Gold 
Rush, reshape Manhattan, and invent the 
modern corporation.  Epic in its scope and 
success, the life of Vanderbilt is also the 
story of the rise of American itself?” 

I am reading it now and it is a must for 
any NYC fan. 

Thanks, Noel 

Vintage NYC Model Train Ads 

 

Erector sets were very popular back in the day 
and this NYC Hudson was a coveted set. 

 

American Flyer and Marx offered these models 
of the NYC Hudson and a streamlined NYC 
loco. 
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 

Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page, which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 

This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 

Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 

It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

Download the Instagram app to your
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 
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If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS 
with every purchase you make!! 

How to sign up for AmazonSmile to Contribute to the NYCSHS 

AmazonSmile is a way for members to support the NYCSHS every time they 
shop with Amazon. 

Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know 
and love, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the price of 

eligible purchases to the NYCSHS. 

Signing Up is Easy!! 

Here is how to shop AmazonSmile and donate to NYCSHS with each purchase: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Chose the NYCSHS to received donations
4. Select NYCSHS
5. Start shopping
6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and

start shopping at AmazonSmile

We are not promoting Amazon, but if you use if for shopping, why not donate to 
the NYCSHS as it costs you nothing and helps us a lot!! 
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Article by Mark Sklar                   Photos by Mark except as noted

History 
 
My HO layout is loosely based on the New 
York Central Mohawk Division in 1950 
with the four-track main line. The tracks 
were numbered from the south, 2-1-3-4. 
Passenger trains used 1 and 2; freights 
normally used 3 and 4. One of the things 
missing on the layout that gave the 
railroad its character was signal bridges. 
There were a lot of these bridges. 

A typical NYC signal bridge located at 
Macedon, NY in 2012.  Photo by Scot 
Lawrence. 

Interlocking signal stations (towers) where 
located approximately every 10 miles and 
in between the signal stations were signal 
bridges with Intermediate block signals 
(ABS automatic block signals) every mile 
or so. In my 1950 era, CTC (centralized 
traffic control) had not been installed yet. 
Tower operators were alerted when trains 
were approaching approximately 8 
minutes away (several blocks) with an 
audible bell warning and a white 
occupancy light illuminated on a model 
board identifing which main track had an 
approaching train. 
 

 
 
These signal bridges were designed by the 
American Bridge Company and had 
General Railway Signal Company of 
Rochester, NY, (GRS) searchlight style 
signal heads. Bridges rather than ground 
mounted masts were used to hold the 
signal heads mainly because signals were 
required to be placed over the two center 
west bound tracks, Main 1 and Main 3.  
Opposing interlocking home signal 
bridges had eastbound or westbound sets 
of signal heads for trains entering the 
interlocking.  
Researching Signal Bridges 
 
The next step was to find a signal bridge 
for the layout. The NYCS style signal 
bridge had a unique appearance with its 
wide leg stance and simple steel L-channel 
construction. 

 
This view shows the characteristic wide leg 
construction. Photo by Charles Newton 
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This photo shows the L-channel steel 
construction of a bridge in Palmyra, NY 2012. 
Photo by Scot Lawrence. 
 
The height of the bridge was 22 feet from 
the top of the rail to the bottom of the 
bridge structure. The distance between the 
feet of one leg was measured to be 13 feet 
6 inches. Almost all of these bridges are 
gone now when in 2012 CSX began 
replacing them with modern designs. A 
few years ago a search began for an HO 
scale signal bridge that would represent 
these prototypes. The bridge model must 
have the necessary span across the four 
tracks, which is approximately scale 57 
feet (7.8”) for the straight sections, and 60 
feet (8.3”) for the curved sections. The 
closest one I found was an etched metal 
bridge by a company by called Train-Cat 
(no longer in business). I built one of the 
Train-Cat bridges which looked fairly 
good but it was a lot of work to build and 
still was missing the NYC look. Model 
memories makes a nice metal 4 track 
bridge but also does not look 
prototypically NYC. I kept looking for an 
acceptable model of a bridge and saw that 
the Shapeways website had some signal 
bridges but none were for the NYCS. 
Shapeways is a company that prints 3D 
models for hobbyists. If the item you need 
is not available in the Shapeways store 

then you need to provide 3D drawings to 
get anything built. 
  
I mentioned to a friend and fellow NYCS 
fan about needing a signal bridge and we 
started researching. He had visited some 
bridges that were still standing and some 
disassembled and took pictures and 
measurements, which helped greatly. A 
quick look at all the pictures gathered and 
you would think these bridges were all the 
same but they were not.  The main 
conclusion that came out of the research is 
that few bridges were identical even 
though the construction materials were the 
same. An excellent resource for pictures is 
a website owned by Scot Lawrence 
https://scotlawrence.github.io/NYCsigna
l/index.html. There are many close up 
photos that were invaluable in this project.   

It just so happens that my son is a 
professional 3D draftsman and he agreed 
to create drawings and it was my 
responsibility to get him dimensions. We 
could not find any bridge drawings but 
used measurements taken and the pictures 
to provide enough information for the 
drawings. After the drawings were 
completed we first tried printing one set of 
bridge legs, and when the print came back 
from Shapeways I was amazed because it 
was like a jewel with incredible resolution. 
We knew we had something good and 
ordered the whole bridge, which also 
came out beautiful. All the L-channel 
construction, the delicate structure of the 
ladder, all the rivets, and extremely fine 
layer lines, and it was only $56. It painted 
up great and I made some LED signals for 
it. Now for the bad news, Shapeways 
restructured their pricing and now the 
same bridge will cost $477.81!!!  
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I regretted not purchasing more bridges, 
put the whole project on hold, and began 
to think about 3D printing at home. The 
resolution I would need for this project 
would require an SLA (stereo lithography 
apparatus) printer, which uses a liquid 
resin that is cured hard with ultraviolet 
light. The better SLA printers were still 
expensive and had a small build area of 
about 3” by 5”. The technology has 
progressed incredibly over the last two 
years and many new SLA printers have 
come out. I was looking for a larger printer 
that could print the bridge and also larger 
projects like passenger cars. I spotted one 
on Indiegogo, which is a site that raises 
funds for entrepreneurs. The printer was 
called the Transform from a company 
called Phrozen, located in Taiwan. 

The Transform SLA/LCD 3D printer. Photo by 
Mark Sklar. 

It has a build area of 11.5” wide x 6.5” 
depth x 15.75” high, and was the largest 
3D printer available at a reasonable price 
for the hobbyist. (Peopoly now has a 
similar size printer but reviews are not as 

good.)  Phrozen had other successful resin 
printer campaigns on Indiegogo so I took a 
gamble and bought it. I started learning all 
I could about SLA printing specifically for 
this printer so I knew how to use it when it 
arrived. Phrozen had a Facebook group 
that was most helpful. Also YouTube has 
dozens of informational videos. After five 
months of waiting the printer arrived from 
Taiwan in January of 2020. With shipping 
the total cost was $1,500, and as a perk 
from investing in Indiegogo for the printer 
Phrozen included 10 bottles of resin. The 
cost of the resin is $50 a bottle so the value 
of all the resin was $500 dollars. The resin 
when fully cured is harder and stiffer than 
styrene. it is similar to ABS plastic. There 
are many types of resin that I would like to 
try in the future but for now this resin is 
working well. I decided to do my own 
drawings since I would want to do other 
projects so that meant I would have to 
learn a 3D drawing program. I never used 
a 3D modeling program and tried a couple 
of different free drawing programs and 
found Designspark Mechanical, 
https://www.rsonline.com/designspark/
home, to be the easiest to learn.

Designspark Mechanical 3D drawing screen 
shot. 

Results 
The first prints using the drawing files that 
were used for the Shapeways version 
failed. The printer does not have as high a 
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resolution as Shapeways fine-detail-
plastic, so modifications of the drawings 
were required. I redrew the bridge 
thickening many of the components and 
test prints were made. Eventually nearly 
all the parts were thickened to get a good 
print. Even though the parts are a little 
thicker the overall appearance is excellent. 
Also it was more robust than the 
Shapeways version, which was quite 
fragile. The L-channel construction and 
rivets are all visible. I was very satisfied 
with the results and will be putting a few 
on the layout, and maybe make some for 
friends. Now I have to determine what I 
need to control the signal lights. 
 

 
The photo shows the signal bridge as it is 
building in the printer. The build plate is the 
flat plate with the holes. The build plate 
moves up 0.002” every 11 seconds during the 
build. It takes around 3,000 layers and 13 
hours to print the bridge. 

 
The build plate raises to the top of the printer 
when printing is completed. The excess resin is 
allowed to drip down into the vat and the 
bridge and all the supports can easily be seen. 

 

 
After the bridge is removed from the build 
plate the part is washed in 91% isopropyl 
alcohol. Note the supports are still attached 
to the bridge. 
 

 
After the bridge is washed the supports are 
removed like sprue on a plastic model. The 
part is then post cured with ultraviolet light 
for about 1 hour to fully harden the resin. Note 
that the supports are easier to remove before 
post curing since the resin is softer. 
 

 
The completed bridge ready for painting and 
signals. 
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The painted bridge is temporarily placed on 
the layout for pictures. Around 1960 the 
bridges were painted silver. The silver color 
allowed them to be visible from further away.

 
Another view of the bridge temporarily placed 
on the layout showing the familiar 
characteristics of the NYC signal bridges.

 
This close up view of the model shows details 
of the railing and wood walkway. Earlier 
bridges used wood walkways and in later 
years used open metal grating. 

This close up top view shows details including 
the rivets. Drybrushing edges and rivets brings 
out details. Like most HO models a lot of the 
details are lost when viewed at a distance.   

Another view of the bridge temporarily placed 
on the layout. The proper position of the 
signal lights is to center the lens a little to the 
right of the right side rail.  This gives the 
engineer the best view. During the steam era 
front windows were very small and engineers 
would stick their head out the right side 
window to see better. 

 
This 3D image shows details of the signal 
lights. The target diameter is 36 HO scale 
inches for my 1950 era. The rear covers are 
separate parts so a 2mm LED can be inserted 
in the housing, and then the rear cover can be 
cemented in place. Two hooks on the post line 
up with the bridge frame to center the signal 
properly. 
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SLA Resin Printer Primer 
 
For those interested here is a quick primer 
on the latest generation of SLA printers. 
The Transform is a SLA/LCD printer. It 
has only one moving part called the build 
plate. The build plate goes up and down 
incrementally one layer at a time. Each 
layer is 50um (.002”) and the cure time for 
each layer is 6 to 12 seconds depending on 
the type of resin used. In the base of the 
machine is an ultraviolet light array. 
Above the UV lights laying flat is a 13.3” 
LCD panel, the type used in tablet 
computers. Above the LCD panel is the 
vat, which holds the liquid resin. The vat 
is a heavy aluminum open frame about 1.5 
inches thick and a little larger than the 
LCD panel. The bottom of the vat has a 
very thin transparent Teflon like sheet 
(called FEP) that is tightly stretched in the 
frame. The cured resin does not stick to the 
FEP, only to the build plate. The file is 
downloaded into the computer and 
contains an image of each layer, which 
allows the UV light to come through the 
LCD panel. The resin is poured into the 
vat and you push start. The build plate 
comes down into the resin and stops 
slightly above the FEP and the first layer is 
exposed and cured. The build plate 
advances up one layer at a time until it 
reaches the final layer. The part is cleaned 
with isopropyl alcohol and post cured in a 
UV light box (direct sunlight can be used). 
It is a little smelly and a little messy but 
you quickly get used to it. The Phozen line 
of printers and resin are now available in 
the USA at: 

 https://ultimate3dprintingstore.com/ 

The software needed for 3D printing is a 
3D modeling program, and a slicer 
program. Any 3D modeling program can 

be used to draw the object as long as it can 
be saved as an STL file extension. There 
are many slicer programs available but it 
must either have the Phrozen Tranform 
characteristics selectable within it or be 
able to modify parameters for the 
Transform. The slicer program has two 
functions; one is to add vertical supports 
to brace and hold the part so it forms 
properly and second to slice the object into 
the required amount of layers that the 
printer needs to print the part. Another 
important item is orientation of the part in 
relation to the LCD panel. If any of the 
parts are parallel to the LCD then extra 
supports will be required. It is necessary to 
angle the part so it uses less supports and 
for it to build correctly. There were a few 
slicer programs that were tried and I chose 
the Lychee Slicer. 

 https://lychee.mango3d.io/ 

I would like to thank Charlie Newton 
whose NYCS knowledge and 
encouragement was invaluable for this 
project.  

  
The signal bridge is temporarily placed across 
the 4-track main. The cross piece going from 
footing to footing will be buried in the ballast 
when permanently installed. 
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    Article by Charlie Crawford                    Photos by Charlie 
And they say time travel is impossible. 
Our model railroad layouts are a sort of 
time travel. We tend to set our model 
railroad layouts in a specific place and a 
specific time and keep it there. We may 
model an era we recall from our youth 
with nostalgia. I suspect that it is the 
unusual modeler who moves the time 
frame he or she models. 
  
I’ve been modeling New York Central’s 
Adirondack Division in 1927 for the last 17 
years. After recently retiring and looking 
at what I could do differently, I acquired a 
couple of more logging locomotives and 
built some log buggies, but without a 
larger layout there wasn’t much I could do 
modeling more logging facilities.   
 
I recently pulled out my copy of the The 
New York Central in the Adirondacks by 
John Ham and Timothy Meyers. A chapter 
covered the transition to diesel 
locomotives in the early 1950s. According 
to this fine work, the early diesel 
locomotives on the Adirondack Division 
were F-3’s, FA-2’s, FB-2’s and RS-3’s. The 
transition was relatively quick, F3’s and 
then FA2’s and FB2’s took over freight 
duties in the late 1940s. RS-3’s handled 
passenger and local freights from 1952 on. 
 
That was lucky for me as over the years I 
had acquired several F-3’s, (one 
undecorated), and an RS-3 (undecorated.) 
Rolling stock would have to be 
supplemented with more modern 40-foot 
boxcars and refrigerated cars. 36-foot cars 
would go. The wonderful 19000 series 
cabooses were still in use in the 1950s and 
could be retained. The layout could be 
moved forward 25 years to 1952. 
 

Dr. William Seward Webb built the 
railroad well, before selling it to the New 
York Central. The railroads’ buildings, for 
the most part, have survived to this day. 
What I had built for 1927 could stay. I 
would later add depots for Remsen and 
McKeever, NY. 

 
It is a brave modeler who tries to re-stage a 
famous photograph. This is my version of the 
famous Henry Beach photo of Remsen, NY. 
With 3 railroads coming through Remsen, it 
was still a busy place in 1927.  
 
Most of the hotels, homes, and lumber 
mills will stay on the layout. Steam service 
facilities are still in the 1952 photos, they 
will stay.  

 
In 1952, Remsen is really quiet, but an RS-3   
pulling a few coaches is still providing New 
York Central System passenger service. 

Automobiles can certainly set a layout in a 
specific time. Other than a couple of 
relatively late models, most of the autos, 
especially the Model T Fords, would have 
to go. They would be replaced with 
vehicles from the late 40s and early 50s. 
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The Northbound train headed for Montreal 
takes the siding at McKeever, NY and waits 
for a meet with a southbound train headed to 
Remsen. 

In 1952 the Northbound is also waiting on 
the siding for its meet. Note the mail crane 
by the depot. 

Back to 1927 and North and Southbound 
trains have met at McKeever, NY. 

 

 
 

  

 
In 1952 they’re still meeting at McKeever. 

As RS-3’s were the primary motive power 
for passenger trains, I ordered a decorated 
unit and began seeking undecorated 
Atlas/Kato RS-3’s on EBay to supplement 
the undecorated unit already in my 
possession. The undecorated F3 and RS-3’s 
were taken apart, primed and then painted 
black. Lightening Stripe decals were used 
for both. The RS-3 shells had molded grab 
irons and uncoupling levers. These were 
cut off and holes drilled for their wire 
replacements. They would go on after the 
decals were applied. Decals from 
Microscale were used on both locomotives. 
After weathering, they were ready for 
service on the Adirondack Division. 

On my layout the majority of traffic is on 
passenger trains. In modeling 1927, 
Athearn blue box models represented 
heavy weight cars. There were also 50’ 
Overland open platform coaches, which 
had one fewer window than their NYC 
counterparts. The Society offered Rivarossi 
60’ closed vestibule cars as a close stand in 
for comparable coaches. Enough were 
acquired to make up 2 trains. One would 
be northbound and one southbound. 
 
I did not anticipate that the rest of the 
rolling stock would be too much of a 
problem as 40-foot refrigerated cars that 
were in service in 1927 were still around in 
1952. Maybe not the 36-foot cars. The same 
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went for boxcars. Old time tank cars 
would have to go, but USRA hoppers 
could remain. I had some modern (1930s 
and 1940s) steel boxcars and would use 
them to supplement the 40-foot wooden 
boxcars already on the layout. 
The Adirondack Division connected with 
several logging railroads. Modeling 1927, 
there were many to choose from. One of 
the roads I modeled was the Grasse River 
Railroad, which connected at Childwold, 
N.Y. In 1927 the G.R.R had several Shay 
Locomotives, distinctive cabooses and 
their own shop-built log cars. The G.R.R. 
operated until 1958, but in the 1952 they 
were using a GE 44 tonner to move what 
traffic they had. Those locomotives are 
available in HO-scale. There would still be 
a logging connection on the layout.  
 
When modeling 1927, the majority of 
automobiles were variations of Ford’s 
Model T. There were a few cars by other 
manufacturers from the late 1920s and the 
early 1930s. They might stay on the layout, 
but not be placed in a prominent place. I 
began seeking models of autos from the 
late 1930s to the early 1950s. The first I 
found was a 1939 Ford Deluxe Sedan. It 
was molded in clear plastic and had to be 
painted before assembly. Other autos were 
obtained fully assembled and painted. 

In 1927 the local freight takes the siding in 
Theandara and waits for the southbound 
passenger train to pass. 

In 1952 the Southbound passenger train holds 
for the Montreal-bound “banana train” to 
come through heading north. 

With the passenger train at the depot in 1927, 
the way-freight can proceed north. 

The “banana train” blasts through Theandara, 
in 1952 as the passenger waits for it to pass. 

As these projects were underway, we had 
a minor flood in the basement. In the 
course of installing a floor drain system, 
we found a wall in the train room was a 
non-load bearing wall. With the wall 
removed, reverse loops could be added to 
the layout. One will represent Raquette 
Lake, NY and the other Remsen, NY. I 
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know that Remsen did not have the return 
loop, but it would allow continuous 
running. 

 
Grasse River Railroad’s Shay # 40 arrives at 
Buck Pond in 1927 with a Barnhart loader and 
the company’s blacksmith car. 

 
In 1952, 44 tonner G.R.R. #1 pulls a short 
cut of log cars out of the landing at Buck 
Pond. The Grasse River Railroad would 
operate until 1958. 

 
Yes I know Remsen, NY did not have a reverse 
loop. But…the track plan on the left is 
relatively close and the loop allows 
continuous running. The Woodard depot is a 
stand in for the Remsen Depot, the Tomar 
model of a New York Central Freight house, a 
yet to be built sawmill, scratch built Dairy 
Lea Creamery, Icehouse and a steel water tank 
complete the scene. 

 
At Raquette Lake, NY the track is laid and the 
trains are running. Folded cards represent yet-
to-be constructed structures. 

By changing eras and adding two new 
locations to the layout, my modeling has 
been reinvigorated and that has been a 
comfort as we shelter in place during the 
pandemic. I hope you enjoyed this visit to 
the New York Central’s Adirondack 
Division. I can’t wait until the Society has 
another convention in Utica, NY and we 
can ride its rails again. 
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Latest Update on the NYCSHS 2021 Convention 

 

The 50th Anniversary NYCSHS Convention Has Been 
Moved to May 14 – 16, 2021 in Cleveland 

It will be at the Holiday Inn 

Cleveland South. 
If you have registered for the 2020 convention, you will be able to ask for a refund, or tell us to move your 
registration for the 2021 convention.  Refunds will be issued in full upon request, but please allow some 
time because multiple people working from home have to get the payment records and addresses together 
and the treasurer will have to produce a stack of checks. 

Specific details for the 2021 Convention will be announced once they are all worked out by the Society. 

If you do not wish to have your registrations moved to the new dates, please contact Ralph Schiring at 
nycrrstore@cox.net or 402-203-5931 and he will arrange for a refund. 

 
If you wish to have your registrations moved to next year at the new date, please contact Ralph Schiring at 
nycrrstore@cox.net or 402-203-5931 

The Holiday Inn Cleveland South asks that you contact them to cancel your reservation for 2020 if you 
have already made them, or move or reserve your 2021 hotel room.   They can be reached at 216-524-8050. 

We will be holding a belated 50th Anniversary celebration in our 51st year as a Society.  Don’t miss it. 

Additional registrationinformation for the 
2021convention will be released shortly. 
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      Article by Michael Casatelli         Photos by Mike 

As the editor of the NYCentral Modeler, I am constantly looking for articles and photos for the 
magazine. Earlier this year I came across some photos of an incredible collection of O-scale NYC 
models. After a short email exchange, Mike Casatelli agreed to let me feature his models in this 
edition.  Unlike most of our articles this one is a photojournalism article, with Mikes excellent photos, 
his captions and some great O-scale NYC models.   

Here is what Mike said when I asked him to let me use his photos in the magazine:  

My interests in railroading are concentrated in the Depression Modern design era and especially in 
the signature streamlined trains of the New York Central. Consequently, I have developed a small 
room to display my NYC models, mostly locomotives. I don't want to inundate you with photo-laden 
emails, but I will send a few (five in all) with examples of what may be seen here. If there's anything 
that interests you, I'll be happy to send more pictures and info as best I can. Of course you have my 
permission to use whatever you like for NYCSHS purposes. Don't feel obligated - I'm flattered just to 
have been asked.” Mike Casatelli 
 
Enjoy!! 

 



DDeepprreessss ii oonn  MMooddeerrnn  NNYYCC  DDiissppllaayy  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2020 49	

 

The two above photos show the Main Display that extends across two walls and shows the 
evolution of streamlining on the Central.  
 
Equipment shown top to bottom - 
 
1934 - Commodore Vanderbilt 4-6-4 with heavyweight train (Lionel). 
 
1936 - Mercury 4-6-2 and matching train (3rd Rail).  
 
1938 - Dreyfuss 4-6-4 and Twentieth Century Limited set (Lionel-Smithsonian - Fine Art 
Models) 
 
1941 - Empire State Express 4-6-4 (Weaver) and ESE set (K-line). 
 
1946 - Niagara 4-8-4 (3rd Rail) and remodeled and repainted Twentieth Century Limited set 
(Weaver). 
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This is the Hudson Hutch, showing the evolution of the major sub-classes of the 4-6-4s. 
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This is the entrance to the display from inside the room. The engines in the Hudson Hutch 
face those of the Main Display. 
 

     

 

The front end of the 
seldom seen Lionel-
Smithsonian 
Dreyfuss Hudson.  
	

This is the 
nose of the 
3rd Rail 
Mercury set.  
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Here is the fourth wall of the room with a display of much of the NYC's principle power from the 
legendary Buchanan 4-4-0 999 of 1893 through the Class DPA-5e (EMD E8s) of 1953.  
Equipment shown top to bottom, left to right, both pictures - 
 
999 4-4-0 (MTH), B&A D1a 4-6-6 (K-line), P&LE K5 4-6-2 (Sunset) 
 
L2a 4-8-2 (Lionel), L3a 4-8-2 (Lionel) 
 
L3b 4-8-2 (3rd Rail), L4b 4-8-2 (US Hobbies) 
 
P&LE 2-8-4 (MTH), S1b 4-8-4 (MTH) 
 
DPA-1 (EMD E7) A-B-A (3rd Rail)  
 
DPA-5 (EMD E8) A-B-A (MTH) 
 
(All topped by framed 1939 20th Century Limited dinner menus.) 
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      Article by Bob Shaw                               Photos by Bob

 
Restored SF 208 Diesel AAs head down the track. 
After 47 hours of restoration, my friend’s Lionel 
SF 208 AAs look “factory-fresh”.  
 
Success!  Hours of hard work, patience and 
problem-solving paid off as you can see in 
this image of my friend’s restored and 
enhanced Lionel 208 Santa Fe FA diesel AAs. 
(Above)“You brought them back from the 
dead”, my friend remarked, after seeing the 
extensive restoration that’s presented in this 
article.    
 
Editor’s note: Bob has written many articles for 
us on his layout and restoring locos. Although 
the loco is a Santa Fe loco, the restoration can be 
applied to any NYC locomotive. 
 
A Dire Prognosis   
 
“Your engine’s in critical condition”, I told 
my friend after seeing the extensive damage 
inside his powered Lionel 208 Santa Fe FA 
diesel engine.  “In fact, this is the worst 
leaking battery damage (Right top) I’ve 
seen.” 
 
My friend replied he still wanted to get his 
engine running because he had great 
memories about running it as a boy.  As a 
“train person”, his plea was hard to resist.  

So I agreed to work on it, but with no 
promises.  Of course, a number of 
mechanical issues needed to be addressed, 
too.      

 
Leaking battery acid corroded the chassis and 
destroyed the e-unit.  
 
To further complicate the situation, I 
explained that his 208 was produced in 1958 
– ’59 as a low cost “first engine” that wasn’t 
designed to be repaired as is the case with 
higher-end engines. Specifically, his 208 was 
constructed of inexpensive parts and a sheet 
metal motor frame that were riveted 
together, which prevented easy disassembly 
and required replacement of entire 
assemblies instead of individual parts. 
 
The Lionel Santa Fe FA No. 208 was 
available in 1958 and 1959 and was painted 
in Santa Fe Freight colors. 
 
As produced the body was painted blue with 
yellow cab and wide upper stripe, and red 
and yellow lower stripes and lettering. This 
diesel, unlike its predecessor No. 204, has a 
light only in the powered A Unit, and this 
unit is equipped with a horn. These diesels 
have the small ledge pilot that is often found 
in cracked or broken condition. This is a 
common fault that should be examined 
before purchase. 
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It came with a single vertical worm drive 
Type IIE motor that powered two axles and 
utilized Magnetraction. This engine had a 
three position directional unit whose control 
lever was adjustable from the top of the 
body. Both units have a sheet metal chassis 
that is equipped with solid non-operating 
couplers. There are no variations. 
 
Acid Damaged Major Components 
 
Usually extensive battery acid damage is 
confined to the battery tray.  In this instance, 
it not only eroded the battery tray, but also 
attacked and destroyed the e-unit (Top 
below  – yellow circle) that controls the 
direction of the engine as well as the relay 
(Lower below – yellow circle) that closes to 
blow the horn. 

 
But the damage didn’t stop there, as is 
evident when viewing the chassis under the 

battery tray (Top below) and the top of the 
front truck (Bottom below).  
 

 
Leaking battery acid seeped under the battery 
holder and attacked the chassis.   

 
Battery acid dripped through the chassis and 
corroded the top of the front truck.  
 
Seeing this prompted a discussion about the 
repair cost as it would most likely amount to 
more than the cost of buying another Lionel 
208 AA set to replace it.  Because my friend’s 
sentimental value outweighed the repair 
cost, we proceeded.  However, we agreed to 
forego replacing the horn battery tray and 
relay, but invest in a rebuilt e-unit, along 
with other critical parts. While my hourly 
rate is very low, I was concerned that the 
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cost of labor and replacement parts would be 
high.  
 
Tackling the Chassis 
What a mess!  Battery acid attacked both the 
top (Top below) and bottom (Middle 
below) of the chassis.  A sanding disc in a 
Dremel tool was used to grind off the 
corrosion (Bottom below) down to bare 
metal on both sides of the chassis.        

 

 
Battery acid damage occurred to both the top 
and bottom of the chassis. 

 
A sanding disc in a Dremel tool ground off 
corrosion to expose bare metal. 
To cut costs, and because the sanded areas 
were covered by the cab on top and the truck 
on the bottom, auto body filler was not 

applied to smooth the sanded surfaces before 
the chassis was primed and painted black 
(Below). But this wasn’t the end of the 
chassis story, which will be explained later.  

 

 
Several coats of primer and black paint were 
sprayed to the top and bottom of the chassis.  

 
Front Truck Assembly  
 
Superficial battery acid corrosion on top of 
the front truck was easily removed with a 
light sanding.  

 
Heavily encrusted wheels on both trucks were 
thoroughly cleaned. 
 
Then heavily encrusted wheels (Above) on 
both trucks were scrapped and cleaned with 
a wire wheel in a Dremel tool and solvent.  
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A broken spring on the power pickup collector 
arm required replacing the entire assembly. 
 
The power pickup assembly is mounted on 
the bottom of the front truck. Note the 
broken spring on the collector arm (Above – 
yellow circle).   
 
It presses the pickup roller down against the 
center rail to “pickup” power and delivers it 
to the motor and other components.  The 
entire pickup assembly had to be replaced, 
instead of just the spring, because of the 
riveted construction.  Two pickup rollers are 
required to maintain power continuity when 
the engine crosses a switch.  
    
Rear Truck and Drive Gears 

 
A chipped wheel was quickly removed with a 
Lionel wheel-puller and replaced.  

 
The rear truck contains drive gears that 
engage with the motor to propel the engine 
down the track.  A wheel flange was chipped 
(Lower left – yellow circle), which was 
removed with a Lionel wheel puller and 
replaced.   

 
Removing the magnetized axle reveals a cluster 
of drive gears.  
After removal of the wheel and axle, motor 
driven gears (Above) are visible before 
cleaning. This magnetic axle enables 
Magnetraction(R) that helps hold the engine 
on the tracks at higher speeds. 

 
Hardened lubricant and metal debris harm drive 
gears and limit performance.  
 
A bottom view of the drive gears (Above) 
shows hardened lubricant and metal debris 
that was picked-up by the magnet in the 
axle.    
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Here’s the same drive gear assembly after careful 
cleaning.  
Here’s the same assembly (Above) after 
cleaning and removal of the metal debris, but 
prior to the application of fresh lubricant.  
Each gear was cleaned with solvent before 
removing remaining gunk between each 
tooth with a toothpick.  This was a time-
consuming process, but essential to reliable 
operation. 

 
A coupler jury-rigged with a bent nail required 
installing a new coupler. 
 
Another issue with the rear truck of my 
friend’s 208 loco was a crude repair that used 
a bent nail to secure the coupler (Above), 

which damaged the coupler and required 
replacing it with a new one (Below)   

 
The repaired coupler. 
 
Motor and Motor Gears  
 
Carbon build-up on the commutator (Below) 
was removed along with gunk in the three 
slots.  

 
A shiny commutator results from removing carbon 
buildup on its top.  
 
A worm gear is located on the motor shaft 
below the commutator (Top next page – 
yellow circle).  It’s shown there before 
caked-on lubricant was removed. 
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A worm gear on the motor shaft before removal 
of caked-on lubricant. 

 
The worm gear engages with this drive gear to 
propel the engine. 
The worm gear engages this drive gear 
(Above) to propel the engine.   

     
Cleaning the motor removed this much gunk.   

 
Encrusted grease on the drive gear was 
removed with solvent and by running a 
toothpick between each gear groove before 
applying fresh lubricant.  This rag shows the 
amount of gunk that was removed after 
cleaning the motor (Bottom left).  
   
Carbon build-up on the inside of the brush 
plate was removed and new brushes were 
inserted into two brush cups (Below - 
yellow circle) to insure uniform motor 
power. 

 
The overhauled motor after a rebuilt e-unit was 
wired to the terminals.    
 
After the motor overhaul was completed, it 
was a good time to wire a rebuilt e-unit to 
the motor. Rebuilding an e-unit was covered 
in previous articles.  
   
 
Re-Staking the Motor Frame    
 
Designers were concerned more about low 
production cost than long-term use. The 
motor frame on the Lionel 208 is comprised 
of layers of sheet metal that are held together 
with stakes, which flex and loosen over time.  
This binds the motor, which was the case 
with my friend’s 208 as it only ran in one 
direction.  His frame needed to be re-staked 
to realign the tabs, which is complicated 
because the truck side frames must be 
removed and they’re secured with rivets.  
After drilling out the rivets, and re-staking 
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the frame, each of the two side frames was 
secured with a 4-40 screw because, 
fortunately, the hole for the rivet is the exact 
size as a 4-40 tap and screw.       
 
Thanks Friend! 
 
Train buddies are special!  When ordering 
parts for the Lionel 208, and after sharing 
images of the corrosion-eaten chassis with a 
long-time train friend, he offered to provide 
a replacement chassis at cost.  While I’m 
proud of the time and effort invested in to 
make the original corroded chassis useable, I 
couldn’t resist surprising my friend with a 
new chassis (Below).   

 
The overhauled motor, rebuilt e-unit and rewired 
lamp were mounted on the new chassis.    
 
Note the rebuilt e-unit mounted in the 
middle and the new headlamp wire harness 
that replaced the cracked, deteriorated 
original.   

 
“Clean as a whistle” best describes this bottom 
view of the restored powered 208 A-unit. 
 
This bottom view of the same powered FA 
unit (Above) captures the “factory-fresh” 
look that results from a total restoration. The 
unpowered A unit received the same 
meticulous restoration. An additional 
performance tweak was to replace the flimsy 
“U” clips that secure the trucks to the chassis 

with a washer and a “C” clip (Below), which 
reduce wobble and increase engine stability.   

 
Sturdy “C” clips and washers replaced flimsy 
“U” clips to restrict truck wobble and increase 
stability. 
 
Cab TLC and Enhancement  
 
When received, paint on both cabs was 
chipped and dirty, some stripes were 
deteriorating and the horns were tarnished 
(Below).   

 
When received, the cabs had chipped paint and lacked 
a windshield and lamp lens.  
 
 
Note that a windshield and headlamp lens 
are missing, as they were not standard on 
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this entry-level engine. Here’s the same cab 
after extensive paint retouching/ 
enhancement and installation of a 
windshield and headlamp lens (Below). 

 
Extensive paint retouching, adding a windshield 
and lamp lens and polishing the horn greatly 
enhanced the look of the first cab.  
 
Nose stripes on the left side of the second 
cab were faded and chipped (Below).  

 
Besides chipped paint and lack of windshield 
and headlamp lens, nose stripes were chipped 
and worn on this FA-unit. 
 
They were replaced with three stripes hand-
cut from thin automotive striping tape 
(Right top).  

 
Three new stripes were hand-cut from auto 
striping tape and applied to the nose of the 
second cab after retouching paint and adding a 
windshield and lamp lens.  
 
 

An Ear-to-Ear Grin …              

 
… That was the expression on my friend’s 
face when he saw his restored Lionel 208 
AAs running on my layout. (Below).  
 
My friend was delighted to see his restored 
Lionel 208 SF AAs running on my layout and 
hurried home to run them on his layout. 
 
He was delighted and anxious to run them 
on his layout.  Truly a labor of love as I 
donated much of my time to keep the cost 
down, I was amply rewarded by my friend’s 
joy.  This project was one of the most 
challenging that I’ve encountered during 
more than 35 years of restoring Lionel 
engines, and among the most rewarding.   
 

In Bob’s Next Article 

 
In his "NYCS O-Gauge feature, Bob Shaw 
discusses "blending and grouping" paper, wood, 
metal and plastic buildings to create interesting 
city and residential areas on his layout. 
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 Order Your NYCSHS 2020 50th Anniversary  T-Shirt 
Today So That You Will Have It For The 2021 Convention
 Again this year we have worked with Daylight Sales to develop a unique t-shirt for the 
convention.  The shirt features a NYCS Blue Logo on the left front and a graphic for our 50th 
Anniversary Year on the back.  The shirts come in short and long sleeves in sizes S, M, L, XL, 
XXL and XXXL.  The long sleeve shirts come with and without pockets. 

They are available for order now and can be picked up at the Convention to save 
postage. You may also order them to be shipped after the Convention.  All are 
available in the Collinwood Shop. 

Front   Back 
Pick up at the convention and no shipping charge added.  Order now and after the 
convention they can be shipped to you and shipping will be added.  Ohio residents will pay 
8% Ohio sales tax. 

Shirt pricing:  Short sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $15.98, XXL & XXXL $17.98 

 Long sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $18.67 XXL & XXXL $20.67 

Long sleeve with pockets M, L, X NYCSHS Members $23.46, XXL & XXXL $25.46 

To order in the Collinwood Shop: http://www.nycshs.net/Convention-
Registration_c_23.html 

2021

noelwiddifield
Highlight

noelwiddifield
Highlight
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New York Central System 50th Anniversary 

2020 50th Anniversary T-Shirt Order Form 

Please Print 
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country____________ Telephone_______________ Email_____________________ 

Number of T-shirts Purchased: 

Short Sleeve S___  M___  L___  XL___ XXL___ XXXL___ 

Long Sleeve S___  M___  L___  XL___ XXL___ XXXL___ 

Long Sleeve with Pocket S___  M___  L___  XL___ XXL___ XXXL___ 

Shirt pricing:  Short sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $15.98, XXL & XXXL $17.98 
 Long sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $18.67 XXL & XXXL $20.67 

Long sleeve with pockets M, L, X NYCSHS Members $23.46, XXL & XXXL $25.46 

Pick up at the convention and no shipping charge added.  Order now and after the 
convention they can be shipped to you and shipping must be added.  Ohio residents must 
pay 8% Ohio sales tax. If you wish them shipped, add $8.00 shipping charge. 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 
(US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 

NYCSHS 
2021 T-Shirts 
P.O. Box 328 
Shady Side MD 20764 

2021

noelwiddifield
Highlight
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Editor’s note: Larry has been very busy with his job over the last year and the Covid 19 problem has 
not helped.  When I asked for some modeling photos from the members of the NYCSHS Modelers’ 
Committee, Larry responded with the photos below. We have missed his section in the NYCentral 
Modeler for a while now.  This gives us a glimpse of what he has been doing in his spare time. 

 

Since Victor Hand beat us to the punch with his model of the Harmon coal chutes I figured we might as well 
get a little something out of it. I used a drawing that Manuel drafted up and used it to model from. The photo 
below is of the bins and framing still all unpainted styrene. The photo above has the walls up. It is primed 
and ready for paint.  
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Editor’s note:  Manuel has been tied up over the last few months dealing with almost daily earthquakes and 
several hurricanes and tropical storms where he lives in Puerto Rico and has been unable to provide us with his 
column.  When I asked for some examples of the modeling he has been doing over the last few months he sent 
me these for us to enjoy his excellent 3-D printing and modeling skills. 

DV Tower - Spuyten Duyvil 

OW Tower - Tarrytown 

 

BN Tower - Bronx 

Circuit Breaker Houses 
Croton North - 4 Windows 
Scarborough - 3 Windows 
Mott Haven - 4 Windows with flat roof 

All	of	these	structures	are	painted	and	ready	for	doors	and	windows	to	be	installed,	and	
prior	to	weathering	and	completing	the	finishing	touches.	
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Article by Seth Lakin    Photos by Seth except as noted 

 

This is Seth’s finished model of the LS&MS station kitbashed from the Lines West Station kit offer by the 
NYCSHS.

In the first part of this two part series we 
looked at the prototype brick and stone 
depots that were built by the Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern in the late 1800s and early 
190s.  Then we shortened and narrowed the 
walls of the New York Central System 
Historical Society’s exclusive HO scale Lines 
West Station kit made by the N-Scale 
Architect to represent a smaller depot.  In this 
part we will finish up the kitbash and add 
some details to the Lines West Station to 
represent the smaller depots. 

 
The walls of the depot are positioned with a 
small steel square and mounting tabs marked to 
be cut. 
 
Starting with the floor base pieces B4 and B5, 
I cut two inches from each end and ¾ inch 
from the street side of the bases using a band 
saw.  Then the two pieces were glued 
together using wood glue.  The trackside 

walls were test fitted into their respective 
slots in the base.  Sidewalls B4 and B5 were 
then butted against the trackside walls.  
Using a small metal square, the location of 
the bottom tabs of the side walls were 
marked on the base.  Then slots for the 
bottom wall tabs were cut into the base 
pieces using a heavy duty cut off disc 
chucked into my Dremel.  The end walls 
were then inserted into the base.  The street 
sidewall was butted up against the end walls 
and the tabs marked and cut into the base.  
The wall sections were removed and the base 
pieces were painted with three coats of Rust-
oleum Flat Gray Primer with a light sanding 
with medium sandpaper between coats.  
Then the edges outside of the wall slots were 
painted with a mix of Rainy Day Gray and 
Vanilla Cream craft acrylics.  The inside floor 
of the depot was masked and painted flat 
black. 

 
The wall sections are placed into the slots cut 
into the base pieces. 
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The four B6 and one B11 interior wall 
sections were all shortened to a scale 20 feet 
using a band saw.  These wall sections along 
with interior wall sections B7, B8, B9 and B10 
as well as inner bay window wall sections 
N6, N7 and N8 were all painted Rustoleum 
flat black spray paint on both sides.  Then 
following the Step 5 of the instructions, the 
exterior and interior walls were glued into 
the base pieces using wood glue.  The 
exterior bay window pieces were built up per 
the instructions and painted Rustoleum Hunt 
Club Green Satin spray paint.  Once dry they 
were painted with Rustoleum flat clear spray.   
Then the exterior pieces were adhered to the 
inner walls and the glazing installed, then the 
completed bay window pieces were added to 
the base per the instructions. 
 

 
On the left an unmodified bracket, a partially 
modified bracket in the center and a completed 
bracket on the right. 
 
Two roof brackets need to be modified to go 
on the modified street side restroom wall.  
The first step is to remove the angled brace 
from two brackets.  A sharp X-acto knife will 
easily cut through the bracket.  Then the top 
is shortened by 3/16”.  Also removed are the 
top and side mounting tabs because slots for 
these tabs were not cut in the wall sections.  
A new angled brace was cut from a piece of 
.080”x.080” styrene strip and glued into place 
using CA glue.  16 more roof brackets were 
cut from the carrier sheets, ten had the top 

tab removed as theses go on the street side 
walls and ends where there are no slots to 
accommodate the tabs in the roof.  Then all 
were primed and painted Hunt Club Green 
and then flat cleared.  On the prototype the 
brackets rest on stone pieces. These stone 
pieces are modeled as part of the brackets. 
The bottom stone parts of the brackets were 
painted with the mix of vanilla cream and 
rainy day gray acrylic craft paint.  

 
Stonework around the bottom of the depot is 
next. Each piece is fitted, marked and cut to 
length. 
 
The bottom stonework was next primed and 
painted with the vanilla cream and rainy day 
gray acrylic paint mix.  To shorten the pieces, 
simply place the stone in place and mark the 
inside of the stone piece with a pencil where 
to cut the piece to length.  Mitered corners 
were cut using a razor saw and a hobby miter 
box.   

 
The depot is fitted on the roof pieces, marked and 
shortened.  



Modifying The N-Scale Architect’s/NYCSHS Lines West Station – Part 2 
 

                  NYCentral Modeler                                                                                                  4th Quarter 2020 67 

Moving onto the roof base pieces B1, B2 and 
B3, the center roof base piece B2, was fitted 
onto the depot.  A scale 7 ½ feet (1.03”) of 
roof overhang was measured on the front of 
the depot.  A line was marked a scale 7 ½ feet 
from the back wall of the depot onto the B2 
roof base.  This line is measured from the 
main wall of the street side of the depot, not 
the protruding restroom wall.  Then all three 
roof base pieces B1, B2 and B3 were 
narrowed to this width, making them a scale 
37 feet wide.  The roof base cut is near slots 
for the original street side slots for the wall 
tabs.  To keep the thin strip of material 
between the edge of shortened roof and the 
slot from tearing off, .125”x.040” styrene 
strips were inserted and glued into the slots. 
Then a scale 7 ½ feet was measured out from 
the end walls on roof base pieces B1 and B3 
were shortened.  The locations of the tabs of 
the depot’s walls were marked and new slots 
were cut in roof base pieces using the same 
process as the floor base pieces.  The roof 
base pieces were then painted with three 
coats of Rustoleum Flat White primer with a 
light sanding with medium sandpaper 
between coats.  

The kit’s full sized roof is taped together then 
fitted onto the depot. 
 
I taped the roof inside support pieces 
together using masking tape to get an idea of 

how to proceed with modifying the roof.  
Shortening the kit’s roof by 2 3/8” on each 
end would not be all too difficult.  But 
narrowing the roof by 1 1/8” would require 
modifying each R18 roof truss.  No sides or 
angles of the trusses were the same on the 
smaller roof, so the decision was made to 
scratch build the entire roof. 

A new plan for roof trusses was drawn up on 
graph paper. 
  
Plans for the new roof trusses were drawn up 
on graph paper.  Measurements were taken 
from the kit’s R18 roof and resized 83 percent 
to fit the kitbashed depot.  To start, the base 
of the truss was drawn a scale 37 feet long.  
Then a vertical line was drawn a scale 11-feet 
3-inches tall in the center base marking the 
roof peak ridge.  Then a parallel line was 
drawn a scale 8-feet 6-inches from either side 
of the centerline.  These lines were marked 
scale 5-feet 9 inches up from the base.  These 
define the location of the crease in trusses.  
Then straight lines connected the top ridge to 
the crease mark and then to the end of the 
base. 
 
The roof trusses and center support boards 
were cut from a sheet of 3/32” basswood.  
The sheet was first ripped to scale 11-feet 3-
inches forming the height of the roof ridge.  
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Then the outlines of the trusses were drawn onto the sheet and cut out using a band saw. 

 
Roof trusses are then cut from 3/32” basswood 
sheet.  
A total of five trusses were cut. One of which 
was cut in half for the ends.  Four trusses 
were cut for the corners of the roof.  These 
half trusses are scale 26-feet 2-inches long.  
The crease line was marked 12-feet out from 
the ridge and 5-feet 9-inches from the base.  
Then three ridge boards were cut length to fit 
between the center trusses. 

Roof trusses are then glued to the roof base.  
 
The trusses and center support boards were 
glued to the roof base using wood glue. A 
small modeler’s square works well in 
keeping all pieces square. 1/8” square bass 
wood strips were used at the joints of the 
trusses and support boards.  Once the glue 
dried, the roof supports were sanded.  A 36-
inch fine grain, sanding belt was placed on a 
piece of 1”x4” and used as a sanding block.  

To keep the depot’s distinctive roof crease, 
sanding on the lower half was done 
separately from the upper half. 
 
Roof sheathing is cut from 1/32” thick 
basswood sheets.  For the lower half of the 
roof, sheets were ripped to scale 11-feet 6-
inches.  The upper half sheathing was ripped 
to scale 10-feet 3-inches.  Then the sheathing 
was placed on the roof framing, marked and 
cut to length.  The sheathing was then glued 
to the framing.  Any gaps were filled with a 
mix of wood glue and saw dust.  Then the 
roof was sanded flat using the 1”x4” sanding 
block.  Moving to the roof dormer, the 
mounting tab was cut from interior dormer 
frame N9.  Then the interior roof dormer 
pieces N8, N9, R7 and R8 were all glued 
together, held together with masking tape 
while the glue dried per the kit’s instructions.  
  

 
The kit’s roof piece with chimney hole is used to 
mark the size of the chimney in the new roof. 
The chimney was assembled per the 
instructions.   The brick and stone pieces 
were painted the same as the other brick and 
stone pieces on the depot.  On all the short 
depots, the chimney is located on the street 
side of the center roof ridge on the baggage 
end of the depot. To locate the hole for the 
chimney, roof piece R6C, the piece with the 
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hole for the chimney, was placed on the roof 
and the outline of the hole marked and cut 
into the roof. Then the chimney was inserted 
into the hole, marked and the chimney base 
shortened to fit the smaller roof.  
 
The self-adhesive shingle sheets were then 
added to the roof sheathing. The sheets were 
fitted on the roof and marked where the 
pieces need to be trimmed.  Then they were 
cut with a pair of scissors and attached to the 
rood using the adhesive backing. Once all the 
shingles were in place and the hole was cut 
for the chimney, all were painted with a mix 
of dark gray and black acrylic draft paint. 

The louvers are removed from the either side of 
the dormer window.  
 
Some of the depots had three windows in the 
dormer while others had louvers on either 
side of a single center arched window.  To 
model the three-window version, simply cut 
the louvers from piece N8A.  The inner 
windows were painted Hunt Club Green and 
then sprayed with flat clear.  Glazing for the 
two square windows was cut from extra 
glazing supplied with the kit.  This glazing is 
the multi piece pane glazing that is used in 
the top section of the depot’s windows.  Then 
the dormer was assembled per the directions 
and glued to the roof using wood glue.  

The roof fascia and gutters are made from styrene 
strips are added next. 
 
Fascia boards were made from .010”x.188” 
strips of styrene.  Four strips are cut to length 
to fit the length of the edge of the roof.  
Gutters are made from .060” quarter round 
styrene strips and were glued to the fascia. 
The ends of the quarter round were mitered 
to fit the pieces on the other edge of the roof. 
The fascia and gutter pieces were painted 
Hunt Club Green then glued to the roof 
edges using wood glue. 

The roof seams are made from aluminum foil 
tape.  
 
The ridges of the roof on many of the 
prototype depots are a green painted metal.  
To model this, aluminum foil tape was cut 
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into 1/4 inch strips, painted Hunt Club 
Green spay paint and applied to the roof 
ridges.  Aluminum foil tape is typically used 
for HVAC ducts and can be found at any 
hardware or home improvement stores.  I 
used Duck brand, which has a removable 
backing protecting the adhesive side of the 
tape.  This way the tape can be cut into strips 
and painted before exposing the adhesive 
backing.    

 
Station signs hung from the eaves of the depots. 
 
Like other New York Central depots across 
the system, signs with the name of the station 
appeared on the depot.  Unlike many NYC 
station signs, which were cast, the signs on 
these depots were painted wood boards with 
black lettering on a white background.  These 
signs hung from the eves centered on each 
end of the depot as well as above the 
operator’s bay. 

 
Styrene strips are used to make the station signs, 
from left to right shows the progression of 
building the station signs.  
 
To create the lettering, the station names 
were typed into Microsoft Word using 12 
point Times New Roman bold font.  Then 
these were printed onto white decal paper 
using an inkjet printer then clear coated.  
Styrene strips of .010”x.156 was used to make 
the sign boards.  First .125” discs were 
stamped from the styrene strip using a punch 
I made using 1/8” and 5/16” brass tubes. 
This is the same punch that was detailed in 
the 1st Quarter 2015 issue of NYCentral 
Modeler in making red reflective discs for 
cabooses. Then these discs were cut in half 
creating two semi circles. Then the .156” 
strips were cut to length slightly longer than 
the decal lettering. A .020”x.060 strip was 
glued to the back side of the .156” strip as a 
brace. Then the semi circles were glued to 
both ends of the .156” strip and the brace was 
trimmed to match the curve of the semi 
circles. 

 
A paper plate with masking tape was used to 
hold the station signs for painting, decaling and 
clear coating.  
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The face of the boards was given a sanding 
with extra fine sanding films, and then 
painted white.  Tichy 3037 eyebolts were 
glued to the back of the signboards. The 
printed decals were applied to the boards 
and clear coated. 

The completed stations signs are then hung from 
the eves on the ends and front of the depot.  
 

Eyehooks were bent at the ends of pieces of 
.008” phosphor bronze wire. Two holes were 
drilled for the eye loops above the operator’s 
bay and each end of the depot. The eye hooks 
were then installed in the holes and the 
stations signs hung.  
  
With that the station is ready for the model 
railroad, an agent is ready to sell a ticket for 
train 607 or 614 the daily accommodation 
train that plied the Old Road Branch between 
Toledo and Elkhart, or a passenger waiting 
on the platform is ready to feel the gust of air 
as the 20th Century Limited glides on the 
Water Level Route. 
 

 

 
People wave goodbye from Seth’s Mishawaka station. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

Here are the latest: 

NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932   NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018   NYC Signals Department 

NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 

Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of Flash Drives with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these Drives to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. Computer manufacturers are no longer providing DVD drives with their 
computers, so we have begun to offer Archive and NYCSHS Collinwood Shop Products on 
3.0 Flash Drives. Buy them and just plug them into one of your USB ports on your computer 
and enjoy them just as you would a DVD. 

From Horsecars to Interurbans – Oneida Railway Company 

CCC&StL (Big Four) Valuation Maps – Full Coverage 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCS Central Headlight Magazine 1940 – 1968 
The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 1932 when they stopped 
publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock market crash. That magazine was called the New 
York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight in 1940 and continued to 
provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent railroad. 

It was published monthly by, and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the New York Central 
Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad workers, their families and the home 
communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the employees, and events that impacted the employees 
and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during those years that it 
was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 
also available in digital form from the NYCSHS. 

NYCS Structures  (Reissued on a Flash Drive) 
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority 
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn 
Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to as 
"Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.  

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photo of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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     Article by Brian Scace                              Photos by Brian 
Building a Brass NYC GP20 in O Scale 

 
Editor’s note:  This is a little different article 
for us as Brian has chosen to provide photos 
without captions.  You can follow along with 
the narrative with the photos providing visual 
evidence of what Brian is doing as he builds the 
GP-20 in brass. 

The GP20 was arguably the first response 
from EMD in what would eventually be 
remembered as the Horsepower Race of 
the 1960s. The New York Central availed 
themselves of 15 examples numbered 
6100-14. In 1966, they were renumbered 
2100-2112 (two having been lost to 
wrecks). They were characterized by the 
lack of dynamic brake gear, the side-
mounted bell, and the horn placed on the 
long hood. 

In those days, ¼” modeling also had its 
identifiable characteristics. It was very 
strongly a craft scale that then and there 
still is a strong builder’s culture in the 
scale today. Being a longtime practitioner, 
I happened to have in my stash an old 
brass Kemtron kit for a GP20. The kit itself 
is now some 50 years old, typical of the 
day with heavy etched components, lovely 
lost-wax castings, and a respectable drive. 
The skills and tools might be a bit unusual 

or even archaic in today’s world of RTR 
imports and electronics, but I still very 
much enjoy the trips into the days when, if 
you didn’t possess skills or talent, you 
relied on your wits and luck. Each evening 
would be the solving of one little problem 
at a time, and suddenly you have 
something recognizable. Very satisfying. 

During the recent lock-down due to the 
virus pandemic our usual operating 
sessions were curtailed so, to solve my 
stymied psyche, I cracked out this now 
well-seasoned kit and had at it. While no 
real attempt was made to include every 
detail and successfully defend myself from 
the knowledgeable thereby, the goal was 
to capture the main characteristics of the 
NYC version, including paint variations, 
as the particular unit, 2102, appeared just 
after the 1966 renumbering. 

What follows is a photo-essay of the build, 
not so much a tutorial as something fun to 
follow along and perhaps come away with 
an idea or two to take away to your 
modeling, whether in the world of yellow-
smithing and brass-mongery or in that of 
detailing and painting in the more modern 
world of plastics and PC boards. I do hope 
you enjoy it. 
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We start by soldering the edges of the 
frame to the plate, spot soldering in place, 
then sweating the seam from underneath 
so a nice filet is laid, but not visible. I’m 
using a real horse of a resistance soldering 
iron, 60-40 roll solder, and Tix liquid flux. 
Bar clamps are wonderful here. Buy good 
tools, not cheap tools. 

 

The tank comes in a roughly rolled form 
and a couple ends. Some care in marking 
out the center locations for both ends 
makes the assembly come true as you 
clamp and solder from center outboard, 
1/4-1/2” in a bite. Back in the era of this 
kit, most people knew how to relieve 
metal using light hammers and dolls to 
form complex shapes like this. It’s 
surprisingly not difficult once you try it 
out and it is very therapeutic. 

 

Here is the finished form. Note the glass 
sheet; I do all of my model building on 
tempered glass plate. It’s a good flat 
reference surface, doesn’t suck the heat 
from the soldering process, glues don’t 
stick to it when building in wood or 
styrene, just a nice surface. 

 

The tank viewed from the other side. You 
can also see the hood, as I’m test fitting 
panels, ends, and fans. “Offering-up” 
pieces before soldering or gluing is a 
worthwhile practice. You get familiar with 
the fit and orientation; best of all you can 
catch your mistakes before a particularly 
fussy joint is made. Patience and practice 
maketo be  perfect. 

 

Back to the frame, we build up the 
walkways and battery-boxes. The blocks 
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are very nice matched maple blocks that 
the card-crafters use for stamps. You can 
get them at craft-stores or from your wife 
if she is in the greeting cards hobby. 
Wooden spring clothes pegs are also great 
tools. You can carve them and slot them to 
solve all kinds of fussy jigging-up 
challenges. They tolerate heat a lot better 
than your fingers. 

 

Having assembled and soldered the air 
tanks, we offer up the fuel tank before 
soldering straps to the ends, drilling and 
tapping for 2-56 hardware. Clean up 
seams with a scalpel with a bullnose blade, 
a fine wire-eraser like the one shown, and 
wire wool as you go. Dressing joints as 
you go makes the final cleanup a lot easier. 

 

We flip the frame over on its blocks with 
the tank assembly screwed in place. 
Everything is nice and true; building with 
sub-assemblies attached helps keep 
everything that way so no new twists are 
introduced you can’t deal with then and 
there. 

 

We’ve carefully cleaned up the step 
castings, ready to tackle the ends. A word 
about cleanliness at this point; the two 
properties you need to solder well are heat 
and cleanliness. No amount of flux will 
make a neat and strong joint on a filthy 
piece. Another favorite tool is shown. 
Hemostats, surgical clamps, forceps, by 
whatever names you cannot own too 
many, no matter what the modeling 
medium you are working in. 
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The ends are soldered up now. The file in 
the view puts me on this thought. Files are 
consumable tools. You can clean them but 
eventually they go dull. Throw them out 
once used up, and buy more. A dull 
clogged up rusty file is useless. 

 

The two hoods are formed with the ends 
sweated on, roof panels and fans, then 
offered up to the frame. This stuff is heavy 
enough we’re beyond the capability of the 
resistance iron and well into torch territory 
now. Time to assemble the castings for the 
cab walls. 

 

Cab walls and roof assembled and square, 
the three superstructure assemblies are 
checked for height relationships, the 
bottoms dressed using sandpapers on the 
glass plate and the three soldered together 

on the plate after I’m happy.  Now is a 
good time to solder up the attachment 
brackets to secure the superstructure to the 
frame, drilled and tapped for 2-56 
hardware. 

 

In the previous photo you might notice the 
headlight detail in the nose casting, not 
present on NYC’s units. That was dealt 
with by filling in with solder and 
smoothing it away. The casting for the 
number board box has been soldered on 
and the seam dressed. Look again at the 
previous photo and you can see the part of 
the front cab wall that needs carved away 
to gain access to the inside of the box from 
behind for lights. The Dremel with the 
ball-mill has just finished that task by 
reaching through the number board 
openings. Perfect. 
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Carefully we dress the holes for the grilles 
fore and aft. They are castings that fit inset, 
so you have to be careful and sneak up on 
the final size of the hole. Tack the corners 
in, make sure it’s what you want for 
position and squaring, and then seam-
solder them in. 

 

At the same time, the stepped out intake 
boxes, hallmarks of early EMD turbo units, 
are laminated, fitted up, and soldered. 
Though I didn’t need multiple melting 
temperatures of solder on this build, I 
have several on hand; available when 
needed to keep parts from de-soldering 
when I’m heating others to be soldered.  

 

Time for something different, the fitting 
up of the drive. My good friend Jay 
Criswell does custom drives and is the 

proprietor of Right-o’-Way, a maker of 
wonderful track work components. From 
one drive conversion or another he had an 
array of old Kemtron/USH drive 
components. Between the two of us we 
pulled together everything needed, so 
(with a tip o’ the trilby to Jay) it’s time to 
breathe some life into this thing.  

 

And there is life! 

 

The ends of the tank have been relieved to 
clear the prop shafts and the tank fitted 
back up. Care and neurosis here make for 
a unit that runs well. It’s also a good time 
to crack out the Kadee coupler height 
gage, set the height of the unit off the 
trucks, and prepare the pilots for couplers. 
I drilled and tapped the coupler pads for 
1-72 hardware. 
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Here is the drive in final form. After 
getting my nostalgia jollies with the 
original USH open-frame permag motor, 
sanity prevailed and I installed a nice new 
Pittman can with a coupling of good cloth 
and rubber fuel-line. 

 

Now comes the fussy bit, the detailing. 
Here is the superstructure detailing; grabs, 
lift-rings, horn and bell in the signature 
NYCS positions. Now is a good time to 
think ahead and drill out the headlight 
castings for bulbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Same point in the build from the rear. 
Again, not an attempt to include every 
detail I possibly can, but to get a good 
representation easily recognizable as a 
New York Central unit. I like a level of 
detail that looks “balanced” with the level 
of finesse (for their age) of the components 
themselves. 

 

The superstructure and the tank have been 
cleaned up of flux, the joints all rechecked 
with a critical eye for smoothness, the 
“shut-lines” straight, then shot in 
whatever flat medium grey I happen to 
have handy. Flat grey is absolutely 
merciless; every wart will show. Go back 
and fix them. 
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Meanwhile, the frame is back on the 
blocks, ends getting detailed out and end-
stanchions added. 

 

The “B” end pilot is detailed likewise and 
all the stanchions applied and trued up. 

 

The handrails are done in 0.026” diameter 
brass wire. You have to think ahead a bit 
here, so you don’t bend the railings up in 

some order where you can’t slip them in 
the stanchions. In some cases you will 
have to slot the stanchion head and fill the 
slot with solder after fitting the railings. 

 

The body, showing signs of the wart-
elimination exercise, is fit up to the frame 
to establish the relationships with the cab 
and the handrail ends. Once the railings 
are trimmed to fit at the cab, back apart 
she goes and the frame get a good scrub 
and inspection. 

 

The frame has now undergone the same 
treatment as the superstructure, grey to 
show the warts, fix them all, repeat. Once 
you are happy or just bloody sick of it, let 
the components sit, for the grey makes a 
convenient primer. 
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The same exercise happens with all the 
parts that show; truck sideframes, tanks, 
and the lot. The drive is all laid out and 
numbered as it came apart. Another great 
tool is the restaurant serving tray. I keep a 
stack handy for laying out assemblies like 
this. All the little bits stay together very 
nicely. You can get these by the stack off 
Amazon, for example. 

 

Let there be color! The color coats are 
Trucolor for the black and good old 
Testor’s enamels for the yellow and white. 
Once cured, the whole thing is shot in 
Floquil Crystal Coat in preparation for 
decals. 

 

 

The lettering couldn’t be more simple than 
that done on 2102 in 1966. Microscale 
supplied the four “cigar-bands” (slightly 
undersized, I fear, but in O Scale one does 
the best they can) and the numbers. I vary 
from the norm, sealing my decals with 
gloss clear since it feathers the edges better 
than flat. I tone down the sheen as I do the 
color during the “weathering” stages. 

 

Some final details on the pilots; hosework 
and couplers.  
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The thickness of the castings for the 
numberboard box and the rear of the hood 
makes it a visual requirement to fit and 
fettle numberboards into the hole rather 
than lay them up behind. Evergreen 
styrene and some careful filing does the 
job. 

 
After painting them in gloss black, again 
we turn to Microscale to decal the 
numberboards.  

 
One forgets how big those numbers and 
boards were, as large as the side numbers! 

 
Glazing is next. I used acetate laid in with 
Elmer’s and a 00 brush. White glue leeches 
underneath by capillary action, dries clear, 
and is surprisingly robust when it comes 
to glazing brass. I use this technique where 
access is limited. 

 
Next are the four bulbs for the lights. You 
can get as simple or complicated as you 
like here. I admit erring on the side of the 
former. I made a simple plug and socket 
cut from circuit board/ribbon cable 
connectors and covered the soldered up 
bits with shrink-tube. 
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Here is the other end of the power feed to 
the lights. The wiring is made neat using 
cable-ties. Now, when you access the inner 
workings you can unplug the lights and 
take the superstructure free. 

Done and dusted!  

 

The weathering is airbrushed; thin Grimy 
Black shot down in the same direction as 
falling soot, a light concrete (also very 
thin) shot from the bottom up while the 
wheels were under power, and a hint of 
Roof Brown to richen the color on top. 

 

The finished model in operation. Kemtron 
made a very well engineered kit that really 
needs no apology some fifty years on. A 
very credible NYC version of the GP20 can 
be built in O-Scale, one with excellent 
operating characteristics and good hauling 
power as well. The build took a month to 
the day, but a very relaxed and pleasant 
month. I hope you get some ideas and 
hints from all this you find useful.  
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This section of the NYCentral Modeler 
showcases some of our NYCSHS members 
modeling. Please send us some photos of 
your models with a short caption.  We will 
display these models in each new edition. 
Send photos to: 
 NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
 

More Seth Lakin Models 
Seth does some excellent modeling and he sent this 
collection of three, including NYC DES-13 and 
EMD NW2s. All were painted and detailed to 
match early 1960s photos of the prototypes. You 
can expect an article from him on these soon.

Three NYC DES-13, EMD NW2’s gather on an 
autumn afternoon. 

 
Indiana Harbor Belt (IHB) 8731 was built 
using a Kato NW2. 

 
NYC 8751 also built using a Kato NW2. 

 
NYC 8807 was built using an Athearn SW7 
and was extensively modified including split 
windows on the fireman’s side of the cab. 
 
Alex Schneider’s Latest Modeling Effort 

 
Three of the new Accucraft NYCSHS exclusive 
NYC 70-ton hoppers. Two renumbered with 
the included decals. 
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Rich Stoving Models 
Rich Stoving, Director Emeritus, & Central 
Headlight editor, provided the following photos.  
He says that with the Third Quarter 2020 issue of 
Central Headlight “put to bed,” editor Rich 
Stoving had a little time to dress up a part of his 
layout that visitors don’t see unless they want to 
brave a rather lengthy “duck-under.”  
    

 
This is in the south corner of the layout, 
where leads to the eastbound and westbound 
staging yards converge with main tracks 1 
and 2.  The tool shed is from a venerable 
plastic kit my wife, Nancy, put together 40-
plus years ago for an earlier layout.  The large 
structures behind the tracks are temporary 
and will be replaced by N-scale structures 
above a hillside to force the perspective. 
Cutting and fitting wood strips for the 
parking lot crossing on a curved turnout was 
an interesting challenge.  

 

 
This shot is to the left of the one with the 
crossing.  The water tower is on westbound 
main Track 1, which runs between the two 
yard leads.   Positioning is ludicrous, with an 
engineer having to pass the interlocking 
signal to spot his tender, but hey, never say 
never.  The tower was built more than fifty 
years ago by Rich’s friend Hubert “Stocky” 
Stockwell for a much earlier layout in a 
church basement in Manhattan.  The rising 
track farthest from the camera and above the 
simulated stonewall, leads to the eastbound-
to-westbound reversing loop. 

We spend an inordinate amount of time 
trying to get our members to share their 
modeling with us.  We cannot continue to 
publish the magazine without your help.  
You take the time to read it, how about 
contributing to it. This column was an 
attempt to make it easier to share photos 
rather than writing articles, but we have 
gotten very few photos.  
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We 
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, 
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and 
art prints -- all with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 



New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 42, Lodi, NJ  07644-0042 

2021 New Membership Application 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $ 8.00 

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $44.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society.

These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

 

Please fill in all blanks. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

9 Digit Zip:________________________    

Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

 Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 

Rev. 6.24.20 
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New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 42, Lodi, NJ  07644-0042 

****NOTE NEW MAILING ADDRESS**** 

2021 Membership Renewal Form 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $ 8.00 

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $44.00 

Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------- $ --0-- 

Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------ $40.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  _ 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be

acknowledged in Central Headlight.  Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
 

Please fill in all blanks.  ****  Membership #_________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________ 

9 Digit Zip:________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

Country If Outside U.S.A.: ___________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.      Rev. 6.24.20 
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Article by Russ Briggs                       Photos by Russ except as noted
Flat Car Construction 
 
Brass strip was used to make the center sill 
stiffener to add weight and to have a rigid and 
straight foundation to build the spine flat car.   
.25 x .50 and .250 x .375 brass from Online 
Metals were ordered and finish trimmed to 
proper length.  These were soldered together 
using a plumber’s torch.   The pieces were 
fluxed then clamped in a few locations at one 
end before heating. Soldering was fed at two 
locations between each clamp.  The pieces 
were left to cool, then the pieces were turned 
and clamps added to the un-soldered end.  
Solder was then applied the same way to that 
end. 
 

Clamping and soldering center sill brass. 

Each end of the brass center sill was drilled 
and tapped at 3 locations for platform 
mounting screw, turntable-mounting screw. 
(2/56 threads) and the screw for mounting the 
truck (4/40 threads). 
 

 
Holes drilled and tapped in center sill brass. 

 
Gluing styrene to brass centersill. 
 
A Plastruct .1875 x .500 x 11.125 long styrene 
strip was glued to the brass center sill using 
ACC cement. The center sill bottom and 
styrene are the same width. The parts were 
clamped together with miniature carpenter’s 
(machinist) clamps.  Safety glasses and 
adequate ventilation were used for this 
procedure.  A 0.060 x .50 strip to the .1875 x 
.500 strip was then glued to that styrene using 
solvent cement. 
 
Plastic solvent cement was applied only to the 
styrene strip and the styrene side sill, leaving 
the taper and end unglued.  The other styrene 
side sill was glued in the same fashion.  When 
the glue had set up on both, ACC cement was 
applied to the joint between side sill ends and 
brass center sill.  3 clamps were used as 
shown while the ACC set up. I left clamps on 
for a few hours. The other end was glued the 
same way. 
 
The laser cut bottom plate was first glued to 
the styrene on the bottom of the center sill.  
Liquid solvent glue was then applied to the 
joints between the bottom plate and the center  
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sill sides only.   Next only one end of the 
center sill assembly was glued; the tapered 
part of the bottom plate was glued to both 
sides of the center sill sides styrene in the 
same fashion. The flat part of the bottom plate 
was then glued to the end sides of the center 
sill.  The same tasks were done for the other 
end of the center sill assembly. 

 
Laser cut bottom plate showing flange. 

 
Laser cut bottom plate underside. 
 
Platforms and Turntable 
 
The clamps were removed and the end 
platforms screwed in place.  One screw was 
temporary, the one that holds the turntable in 
place, it would be removed later and a longer 
one was used when mounting the turntable.   

 
Monarch dummy couplers were used, which 
mate fine with Kadee couplers.  The shank 
was shortened and drilled and tapped for 
2/56, as was the platform.  The reason for 
tapping both is that it helps prevent the screw 
from backing out and for over tightening of 
the coupler.  A brake wheel was soldered to a 
0.032 shaft before it was glued to the two 
brackets on the end platform. 

 
Platform underside and Monarch coupler. 

 
Gluing styrene top sill plate on center sill. 
 
The distance between both platform interior 
edges was measured and a piece of 0.030 x .75 
wide x 16.125 long styrene was cut and glued 
to the center sill brass using ACC, and to the 
side sill styrene using liquid solvent cement 
and a paint brush.   
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The three 3D printed brackets were glued to 
the sides of the center sill assembly.  Once 
those had set, the main reservoir, brake 
cylinder, and triple valve were glued to the 
brackets.  Four conduits were glued in place at 
the lower flange of the side and bottom, 2 per 
side.  2 Holes were drilled for 1 1/2 long 2/56 
screws to hold the 3D printed 5th wheel 
keeper. 

 
View showing underside of center sills with brake 
gear and conduits. 
 
The 3D printed steps were glued to the 
underside of the platforms with ACC.  The 
end platforms were then drilled 0.020 for the 
brass grab irons.  A bending jig was made to 
ensure uniform width grab irons.  After 
bending and trimming these were installed.   
Two holes were enlarged in the platform floor 
to allow a 2/56 screw to pass through and up 
into the trailer floor. 

 
Platform underside with steps and grab irons. 

 
Platform top showing mounting screws. 
 
The 3D printed turntables were drilled 0.032 
at the end beams to accept the two grab irons.  
Two holes were enlarged on the turntable to 
also allow a 2/56 screw to pass through and 
up into the trailer floor.  The photos show 
these details and the mounting screw. 

 
End view showing turntable grab irons, platform 
steps, grab irons, and brake wheel. 
 
The couplers are mounted to the platform 
with a 2/56 screw.  The trucks are ACE die 
cast 70 Ton roller bearing trucks with rotating 
bearing spinners.  They are mounted to the 
center sill with a 4/40 screw and coil spring. 
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Turntable showing mounting screw, 2/56 screw 
holes for mounting rear of trailer. 
 
The 5th wheel keeper is placed on the center 
sill.  If the Flexi-Van flat is to be operated 
without trailers, it will be tapped for a 2/56 
screw and attached.  If the flat is to have 
trailers mounted on it, the hole in the keeper 
is drilled out larger so a 1-1/2 inch long screw 
will pass through it and up into a hole tapped 
2/56 in the trailer floor. 

 
Coupler and truck mounting. 

  

 
Center sill with 5th wheel keeper mounted, with a 
screw hole for other keeper. 
 
Next Articles 
 
Part 3 will discuss the trailers, making 
patterns for the front end and trailer sides, 
making molds and casting those parts in resin.  
Assembly and floor construction will be 
discussed also. 
 
Part 4 will discuss painting and lettering, and 
the final assembly of the spine car and the 
trailers. 
  

A final look at the real thing!! 

 
Photo from NYCSHS archive collection. 
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Please Print 

Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 

Number of DVDs Purchased___________________________ 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 

DVDs are $63.20 each for NYCSHS members and $79.00 for non-members 

Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax or $5.06 per DVD 
for members and $6.32 for non-members.  Non-US customers must order from 
out Collinwood Shop. (US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

NYC Lines Magazine Order 
P.O. Box 328 

Shady Side, MD 20764 

New York Central System Historical Society 
NYC Lines Magazine 1919- 1932 Order Form 
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John Fiscella upgrades a Walthers’ Mailing Observation Car 

 

 
 

 
In the next issue we will take a look at how John upgraded this less expensive and often criticized 
Walthers Mainline Brook series observation car. 

 
Doug Kisala upgrades a Bowser K11 Pacific 

 

 
Doug enjoys steam powered passenger trains that ran around Weehawken, NJ in the 1940s. He tells 
us how he added DCC and upgraded it to an accurate model of this historic steamer. 
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Chuck Beargie Is Modeling Jefferson, Ohio On the LS&MS in 1928 

 
For the last 20 years, NYCSHS member (#5459) Chuck Beargie has been researching and 
modeling the Ohio agricultural town of Jefferson which was located on the LS&MS / NYC’s 
Franklin / Oil City branch line. This line connected with the Chicago to New York Water-
Level-Route mainline in Ashtabula, Ohio and ran south to Youngstown, Ohio to connect 
with the P&LE. Beginning next issue, Chuck will offer a series of articles on the history of 
this branch line and the town of Jefferson, and how he has modeled it circa 1928.   Watch for 
the start of his series in the January 2021 edition. 

 
Taking a Look at How Dean Apostal Added Power to a NYC Baggage Car 

 
In the next issue we will get a detailed look at how Dean added power to this baggage car to help 
pull some of his long string of heavyweight cars in the 1st Qtr. 2021 issue.  Don’t miss it!!    
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We are taking 2021 memberships now!!! 

Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships 
in the NYCSHS. 

Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 
You find them all. 

Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 
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Some excerpts from the New York Central System Central Headlight Flash Drive
 

 

 
General view of Mott Haven Yard, New York City, where Pullman cars, club cars and diners were 
cleaned and serviced in January 1941 issue of the NYCS Central Headlight. 
 

 
New electric interlocking plant at Dunkirk, NY is a feature of the Big Grade Separation Project there 
in 1942. These pages are from the September 1944 edition of the NYCS Central Headlight available on 
a flash drive in the Collinwood Shop.  You can find them as NYCS Central Headlight 1940 – 1968. 
They are fully reproduced and are searchable on the flash drive. 
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Some excerpts from the NYC Lines Magazine DVD                            

 
 

                       

 
These ads for products found on the NYCLs make this NYCSHS Flash Drive very interesting reading.  
It is wonderful to be able to learn about the NYC in the days when our parents and/or grandparents 
may have ridden or watched the NYC as youngsters.  
 
New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The 
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time.  This ad brings back some interesting memories for 
those who saw these products in the homes of our parents and grand parents as we were growing up. 
For many of our younger members these are only things that disappeared before they were born. The 
NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of the issues of the magazine.  It was published from 
1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922.  Look 
for it in the Collinwood Shop www.NYCSHS.net 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

   

These poster ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. The one on the 
left tells about the Dynameter Car used to check locomotive performance.  The one on the right 
provides information about the WWII staff on the railroad during wartime. 

 

 
An ad from the NYCS encouraging manufacturers to locate along the NYC for excellent service for 

their plant. 
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NYCSHS 2021 Convention 

50 Year Anniversary of the NYCSCHS 

May 14 – May 16, 2021 

Cleveland, OH - Holiday Inn, Cleveland South 

  
The upcoming 2021 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH. The poster pictured reminds 
us that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention.  This one promises to 
provide exciting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts.  The 2019 
convention was a huge success, the 2020 one was cancelled, and this upcoming one promises to 
provide lots of excitement too. We are returning to our roots in Cleveland for the 50th Anniversary 
Convention. More details on the website: www.NYCSHS.org  

For Details Go To: https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/ 
 

To download a registration form, go to: 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/nycshs2020registrationform.pdf 

To register online go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Convention-
Registration_c_23.html 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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NYCSHS Exclusive 
 

Accurail NYC 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H)  
 

40'8" All Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper 

 
 

NYCSHS Modeler's committee wanted to offer a custom decorated Accurail 3 bay hopper as 
a lot 824-H. The 824-H was built by General American in 1952 numbered NYC 904000-
904999.  The road number is homage to the society's 50th anniversary and is authentic. 
 
The artwork is laid out directly over the top of the Builders photo of the hopper, so it should 
be just right. The end lettering is a touch smaller than in the photos, but it needed to be in 
order to print properly in that restricted amount of space. 
 
These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits feature a one-piece body with details molded in 
place. Decorated models feature authentic paint and lettering schemes with end reporting 
marks. In addition, the trucks feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler pockets accepts 
Kadee(R) No. 5 couplers. Also features exceptionally free-rolling wheels. Set of decals with 
six road numbers and 6 shop stencils are included with kit. Decals come with same paint 
color background as the car. 
 

MSRP $31.63 NYCSHS member price is $25.30 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 
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Rapido	HO-Scale	NYC	ALCo	RS-11		-	Script	Logo	-	DC/Silent,	

DCC	w/	Sound	

 
The first three RS-11s were produced by ALCO in February 1956 as a demonstrator set. This 
locomotive, classified by ALCO as model DL-701, was their first high-horsepower road switcher, 
intended to be a replacement for the very popular RS-3 road switcher. Featuring a V-12, 1,800 hp 
(1,300 kW) 251B diesel engine, the RS-11 was ALCO's answer to EMD's very successful GP9.  

The RS-11 could be set up for either freight or passenger service, with passenger units having a steam 
generator fitted into the short hood and a larger fuel/water tank beneath the frames. RS-11 units 
could be designated for either long hood or short hood forward operation.  

 Features:  

• Correct hood and roof profiles 3D scanned from the prototype 
• Operating number boards, headlights, class lights and cab control stand lighting 
• Working inspection lights in the inspection light castings 
• Straight metal side handrails with plastic stanchions 
• Huge amount of newly-tooled roadname-specific details 
• Full underbody piping, conduits and steam lines, where appropriate 
• Correct roadname-specific corner steps 
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory 
• Heavy, die-cast chassis and full, multi-color interior 
• New, rock-solid 5-pole skew-wound motor with dual flywheels  
• DC/Silent (21-pin DCC Ready)/DCC with Sound 

Correct lettering on a correct model. One of the few locomotives delivered with the script oval. Class 
DRS-10A 8000-8008 built 6-7/1957. Renumbered 7600-7608 1966. 
 

Comes in four road numbers - You must select road number!! 
 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html 
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Bachmann N-Scale NYC J-3 Hudson (DCC & Sound)  

 

 
The Hudson came into being because the existing 4-6-2 Pacific power was not able to keep up with 
the demands of longer, heavier trains and higher speeds. Given NYC's axle load limits, Pacific could 
not be made any larger; a new locomotive type would be required to carry the larger boilers.  

NYC ordered prototype No. 5200 from Alco, and subjected it to intensive testing. A fleet of 205 J-1 
class Hudsons was eventually built, including 30 each for the Michigan Central Railroad (MC road 
numbers 8200-8229) and the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway (“Big Four” - road 
numbers 6600-6629). In addition, NYC subsidiary Boston & Albany Railroad ordered 20 J-2 class 
(B&A road numbers 600-619), the latter 10 from Lima Locomotive Works (all other NYC Hudsons 
were built by Alco’s Schenectady works).  

Features: 

• DCC Econami sound equipped 
• Dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder 
• Precision motor 
• Authentic Boxpok-style drivers 
• Operating headlight and tender backup light 
• Separate detail parts, including bell, whistle, pop valves, and handrails 
• E-Z Mate Mark II couplers, front and rear 
• Extra front dummy coupler in down position 
• Die-cast chassis 
• Metal driver axle bearings 
• Performs best on 11.25" radius curves or greater 
• Comes in four versions 

o As delivered, Roman lettering, #s 5420/5426 
o As later, Gothic lettering, #s 5405/5445 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bachmann-N-Scale-Trains_c_150.html 
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Railway Prototype Cyclopedia #35 - 1937 AAR Boxcar  

 
Volume 35 is a special super-sized edition comprising 385 pages, which contain much useful prototype 
information in one extensive, comprehensive article on the following subjects: 

Genesis of The A.A.R. Standard 40’ Box Car: a part of the continuing series covering 20th century American 
box, automobile, and refrigerator car designs, the 385-page article by Pat Wider centers on the Association of 
American Railroads’ Standard Box Car of 1937. The A.A.R. design of 1937 was a further development of the 
American Railway Association’s Standard Box Car of 1932. Improvements included increased inside 
dimensions, better riding trucks, standardization of vendor-supplied car body components, improved friction 
draft gear and automatic air brake systems, longer-lasting wheels, stronger designs and floors, and safer and 
easier to operate power hand brakes. Brief histories of the standardization and impact of these various sub-
systems on the railroad industry through World War II are included as well as descriptions of several post-war 
developments. This volume provides the ideal prelude to the 6-inch taller A.A.R. alternate standard boxcars 
built during and after the war. 

This comprehensive article includes 5 tables, 15 historical railroad industry sidebars, 33 industry trade ads, 47 
U.S. patents, 72 diagrams, and 428 B&W photographs of 10-foot inside height (or slightly less) A.A.R. 
Standard Box Cars of 1937 built from May 1936, until December 1948. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
 

Back in stock again – We only have a few!! 

 
Greatly reduced price!! 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/PLE-Books_c_58.html 
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits 

 
(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)                (Lot	732	Pacemaker)	

 

 
 
The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. 
The 50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 
19000 series caboose they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of 
the body. In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment 
and were painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service. 
 
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less 
trucks but Westerfields Models has the correct trucks.   Offered here in the store at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html. The kits 
come with the decals for the appropriate caboose. 
 
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
	

 
Railfanning the Northeast 1934 – 1954 Vol. 4 NYC, NH and LIRR 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html 

New	Book	From	
Morning	Sun	Books.	

Lot’s	of	NYC	Action!!	
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AMB	N-Scale	NYCS	19000	Wood	Caboose	Kit	

  
Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end 
walls, and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim 
assembly; laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window 
glazing, truss rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke 
jack; custom decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide 
information on painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included. 

 
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html  
	

Central	Headlight	DVD	1970	–	2017	 

  
The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in  

any web browser.  The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members. 
Free Shipping. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html 
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC 

 
Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted 
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to 
P&LE 9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not 
only to the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These 
books are full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, 
builder’s construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases 
ultimate disposition. 
 
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years.  All of our copies of these books have 
been sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so.  This softcopy version has 
been made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS 
resource.  If you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you. 

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95  
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and 
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the 

same for members and non-members. 
 

Free shipping.   Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo PA/PB DC or DCC 

 
The Alco PA series locomotives are considered by many to be the most attractive diesel locomotives ever produced. The 
PA locomotives were built by a partnership of American Locomotive and General Electric between 1946 and 1953. They 
offered two models, the PA-1 initially followed by the PA-2. Both were powered by Alco’s 16-cylinder 244 diesel engines 
generating 2,000 HP in the PA-1 and 2,250 in the PA-2.  
The PA locomotives were designed to compete with General Motors’ EMD E-units in the passenger locomotive market. 
While one could argue the ALCos won in style, they did not win in reliability. Their 244 prime movers could not unseat 
the EMD 567, and the PAs were demoted to secondary service on many lines. Most were retired as passenger service 
declined in the 1960s, and nearly all were scrapped. 

Features: 
• Correct nose and roof profiles 3D-scanned from the prototype 
• Loads of roadname-specific details 
• Non-dynamic brake versions, 
• Full underbody piping and conduit  
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory  
• Etched-metal grilles, where appropriate  
• Lit number boards, headlights and green and white class lights 
• Lit control stands and full cab interior  
• Operating Gyralite or red Mars light, where appropriate  
• Rapido’s proven drive system adapted from the FA-2  
• DCC with a TCS Sound Decoder featuring Rapido’s exclusive Alco 244 sounds, programmed to operate 

seamlessly with Rapido’s other sound-equipped locomotives. 

Time is Running Out to Order!!!!! 
View in Collinwood Shop at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-

Scale_c_119.html 
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NYCSHS Backpack or Shoulder Bag	

													 	
The deluxe backpack has three roomy zippered interior compartments, two outside mesh pockets, 
padded shoulder straps for comfortable weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying, 
and adjustable straps and buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.   

The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four 
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap 
closures. 

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html  

 
New York Central Systems Plaques 

	

	 	 	 	

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of 
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New 
York Central and its subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad 
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos, but are crafted from wood and 
painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being used to decorate the conference room in 
the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html	
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	Colorful NYC Mohawk and E-8 Three-Dimensional Art	
	

    
 

These 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted 
in accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive 
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional 
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.  

Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives. 
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and 
have working lights.  Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia 
room. They are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being 
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  

They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at 15% 
below retail for NYCSHS members. 

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25 
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.  
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 

 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4h Quarter 2020 113	

NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood 
Side Caboose Kits (HO-Scale) 

   

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola 
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into 
the 1960s.   
 
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included 
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish. 
 
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 
each plus shipping and handling costs.  Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html 

 
American Flyer S-Gauge – From Lionel  

 
The 2020 AF catalog lists several NYC items available for this year!!! 

 
Take a look at the following: 

  
 

      
 

Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Flyer_c_184.html 
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Bethlehem Car Works Passenger Car Kits 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
Lot’s of NYCS passenger cars. 

Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-Bethlehem-Car-Works-
Inc_c_108.html 
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD & Flash Drive 
 

 

The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until 
the final edition in October 1932.  It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers 
and employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the 
railroad workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the 
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.  You will also find hundreds of 
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that 
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. 

This DVD or Flash Drive contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set 
that was reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that 
research is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCSHS archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company and for the NYC 
employees. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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NYCS Central Headlight – 1940- 1968 (Historic Employee Magazine) 

 

The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 
1932 when they stopped publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock 
market crash. That magazine was called the New York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight 
in 1940 and continued to provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an 
independent railroad. 

It was published monthly by, and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of 
the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the 
railroad workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about 
the railroad, the employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our 
previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 also available in digital form from 
the NYCSHS. 

Available on a flash drive in the Collinwood Shop: 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html 
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD 

  

The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication 
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS.  It is published quarterly and represents some very 
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years 
the quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved. 

This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in 
many of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the 
editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from 
scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research is very 
easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCentral Modeler staff.  These past editions are no long available for download from our 
website. 

Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018.  It 
contains many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by 
both NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS. 

The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images 

 
These	 CDs	 contains	 a	 collection	 of	 photographs	 from	 the	 NYCSHS	 archives.		 They	
provide	a	 small	number	of	 the	 several	 thousand	photos	 that	have	been	 scanned	by	
NYCSHS	 Archive	 volunteers	 over	 many	 years.		 The	 majority	 of	 archive	 photo	
collection	comes	from	the	many	photos	saved	when	the	NYCS	merged	to	become	the	
Penn	 Central	 Railroad.		 Additional	 photos	 came	 from	 individual	 donors	 of	 their	
collections	to	the	NYCSHS.	
	
These	CDs	provide	excellent	photographs	for	pleasant	viewing	or	provide	details	for	
modeling	of	these	locomotives.	
	
We	have	several	more	being	assembled	and	they	will	soon	be	added	to	the	collection	
of	 available	 CDs	 containing	 locomotive	 images.	 	 Right	 now	 we	 are	 working	 on	
Hudsons,	Niagaras,	0-8-0s,	Fairbanks	Morse	road	engines	and	switchers.	

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30  

and that is 30% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

More Locomotive Photo Collection CDs coming soon. 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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NYCS Steam Loco Images 

 
NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The 
majority of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the 
Penn Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to 
as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.  
 

 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photo of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 
 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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Over 35,000 NYCS Photos and Tens of Thousands of ValMaps are 

Available Online Now 
 
These are all Available for Research or Purchase and are Easily Accessible. 
Take a few minutes to browse the photos and/or ValMaps available by 
following the instructions below.  Don't miss out on this valuable resource. 

 

To simply view the photo or Val Map  
 

offerings from the NYCSHS, just go to the website 
 

and enjoy.	

Go	to	the	website	here:		https://n317.fmphost.com/fmi/webd#RR_Research-ValMaps 
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Check Out The Newest NYCSHS Archive Releases 
All	New	NYCSHS	Archive	Products	Will	Be		

Released	on	
USB	Flash	Drives	in	Jewel	Cases	

 

 
 

From Horsecars to Interurbans 
Oneida Railway Company By John Taibi 

Digital Book 
Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 

 
 

Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railway  
Complete Big Four ValMaps – Digital Map Set 

 
Available at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-

Maps-_c_180.html  
 

These are the first two of our releases on 3.0 drives replacing 
the DVD format we have used in the past. They are compatible 
with all old and new computers using 2.0 or 3.0 USB ports. Plug 
them into your USB port and they work just like the DVDs did. 
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 

(NYC's Harlem Division)   

 
The Story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when New York City 
authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island that evolved into a 
major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with the City. 
 
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central’s Harlem Division, but a 
photographic look at the history of this railroad that was the driving force in developing the regions 
of New York State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Massachusetts. 
 
Several noted photographers and railroad historians have opened their collections to us and they are 
the major source of the nearly 600 photographs, maps and timetables that lie between the covers of 
this publication. These folks have literally saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad 
and we are proud to present their work within. 

 
MSRP $64.95 NYCSHS Members' Price Now Reduced to $45.00! 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents’ pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html 
 

From Gotham to The Berkshires
New York Central’s Harlem Division 

WITH

Classic Photos Along “The Old Put”

by John M. Ham

Stony C
love &

C
atskill M

t. Press
 F

rom
 G

oth
am

 to T
h

e B
erksh

ires
John M

.
H

am

From Gotham to The Berkshires 
New York Central’s Harlem Division                                         

   The story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when 
New York City authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Man-
hattan Island. Over the decades this evolved into a major commuter railroad con-
necting New York State’s upstate communities with the City.
   This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central System’s
Harlem Division. Rather it is a photographic look at the history of this railroad that 
was the driving force in developing the region along the eastern border of New York 
State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Western Massachusetts.
   Several noted photographers as well as railroad historians have opened their 
collections to us. They are the major source of the nearly 600 images, maps, and  
timetables that lie between the covers of this publication. These folks have literally 
saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad. We are proud to present 
their work within these pages.      

Stony Clove & Catskill Mountain Press
P.O. Box 383  -  Hunter, New York  -  12442 $64.95

Cover Template.indd   1 5/30/2019   1:04:37 PM
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NYCSHS Announces Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC 
Videos 

Brand New!!!!! 

                     
Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1  - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2 

 

                
Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3 

All of these videos are priced the same. 

This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing 
much of the history of our favorite railroad.  Many hours of enjoyment available at the 

members’ price of 20% off MSRP.   

The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Movie-DVDs_c_18.html
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version)  

  
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version  

MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 

Books, Books, Books 

 

	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html	
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings	

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Lightning Stripe Gray or Black) 

   
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Mugs (Front & Back) 

 
 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Beer Stein 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary MTH HO-Scale Pacemaker 50th Anniversary 

Boxcar 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings (Continued) 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Polo Shirt 

 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary 2020 Calendar 

 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Early Bird NYC Jacket 

All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 
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Andy Fletcher Hand Drawn NYCS Posters 

                                               

                    
 
These are drawings done by Andy Fletcher who donated a set to us to help raise money 
for the Society. We only have a very limited number of these so order soon or you will 
miss out on these beautiful and accurate posters. They are 11" X 17" and will be shipped 
in mailing tubes directly to you from the Collinwood Shop. 
 
MSRP $17.00   NYCSHS member price is $17.00 as these were donated to help us raise 

money for the Society. Shipping is $8.00 and is added to the price for these, so you will 
be charged $25.00 including shipping. Ohio residents will pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCS-Memorabilia_c_154.html 

 
NYCentral Modeler Final Thoughts 
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Over the years the NYCSHS has conducted several surveys using Survey MonkeyTM and the 
results from the surveys have guided us in many ways to provide support to those who model 
the NYC. 

When thinking about this column, I thought that I would provide some insights from our 
recent one.  The survey was sent out back in early 2020, and was sent to over 1500 members for 
response.  Over 600 of you responded to us and answered most of the questions.  Here is what 
you told us. (Don’t try to add the responses to 100% or 600 respondents as most questions 
elicited multiple responses.) 

There were 453 you told us they modeled the NYC is some fashion. The following scales were 
modeled. HO-scale - 378, O-scale – 49. O-gauge – 80, N – 54, 1/29 – 12, 1/32 – 5, Z – 3, Live 
steam – 14 and 17 responded with a variety of other scales or types. There were 299 of you who 
have a layout, and 150 have plans to build one and 140 have none and don’t plan to build one. 

There were 367 of you who have purchased models from the Collinwood Shop 498 out of 529 
responding were happy with them 31 either not what they would have liked to have or were 
not pleased. 

When asked how they would like to have the models offered, 48.28% wanted ready-to-run, 
35.50% wanted simple construction, and 16.23 % wanted expert construction models. 

Questions about pricing of models, what specific type of rolling stock was wanted and how 
many the member might buy in the next year was all over the map, but provided us with some 
understanding of what we might look at when considering a model to offer. 

When asked about what type of locomotive they would be interested in our offering, 62.23% 
responded steam, 47.35% wanted diesel and 18.78% listed electric. As to what specific 
locomotive they would like to see us offer, again the responses were all over the map. 

In terms of powering the locomotives, 62.28% listed DCC with sound, 23.66% DC, and 14.06% 
DCC. 

In responding to the question of prototypical accuracy for a model, 77.28% wanted a correct 
model and were willing to pay for it, while 22.72% preferred a less correct model at a much 
cheaper price. 

As to what type of structure model was most desirable the answers were: 45.15% passenger 
station, 43.50% freight station, 32.86% steam loco service structure, 21.51% diesel loco service 
structure, 23.17% tool shed, and 24.82% specified a wide variety of specific structures. 

Of those responding 49.10% model in the 1940 – 1955 era, 27.66% in the 1955 – 1968, 7.82% in 
the 1920 – 1940, 1.4% in 1900 – 1920, one in the 1800s and 13.83% in a wide range of years. 
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As to the predecessor railroads modeled the answers were; 30.33% - Big Four, 27.60 
NYC&HRRR, 27.05% B&A, 18.85% MCRR, 13.39% LS&MS, 1.64% NOR, and 18.58% a variety of 
others. 

Respondents suggested 141 specific models they would like to see and these range over a wide 
selection of all types of loco, rolling stock, structures, and others. 

The ages of respondents were: 60-70 – 38.65%, 70 – 80 – 35.82%, 50 – 60 – 11.7%, over 80 – 7.62%, 
40 - 50 – 4.61%, 20 – 30 – 1.06%, 30 – 40 - .5%, and no one under 20.  This tells us a lot about our 
Society. 

Of those responding 99.48% were members of the NYCSHS. 

Respondents also told us some specific models they would like to see offered and some things 
that they would like to see improved about the models offered, and also offered some 
suggestions on how to improve the NYCSHS Modelers’ program. 

The NYCSH Modelers’ Committee has been provided copies of our last two modelers’ surveys 
and is using those to guide them in finding and developing model offerings for us. 

The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee, chaired by Seth Lakin, is focusing on new potential 
structure and rolling stock models to develop.  We are working with some of our current 
suppliers and some new ones to try to get some new models in the works shortly. Stand by for 
details in our MailChimps, website and the Collinwood Shop. 

We continue to get articles from some of our past authors and some new ones and I know that 
they would really like to hear some feedback on what they do.  Please take a minute to send us 
an email telling us what you think about the magazine and the articles.  Send it to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net. 

Thanks, Noel                                                                          
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Parting Shots From Phil Darkins Modeling the NYC in Australia 

 
How much can a NYCSHS member cram into 2.9 x 1.8 meters? LOTS! Especially whilst activating AIR 
RIGHTS! This triple deck albeit relatively tiny, yet complex, beast took two years to design – using 
SCARM™ - and as many again to construct to this point. Modular in design, each of the passenger car, 
freight car and locomotive terminals lift out, which permits easy access for modeling and maintenance.  
 
The overall concept is essentially an illusion. Trains are made up; begin their journeys and poof! 
Disappear! Only to re-emerge as if by magic. Viewers will be left wondering, “Where did all those 
trains go?” If you’ve been good, I’ll show you the magic workings…one day. 

	
 
The centrally located and removable locomotive terminal baseboard is independently loom-wired to 
plug-ins for a) track and b) turnout/accessories busses. 	
 
Walthers™ structures predominate with the notable exception of the, um, exceptional coal tower by 
Donald Tichy. Eventually, a combination of RailCrew™, Smail™ and Cobalt™ turnout motors will be 
installed; each specifically chosen to suit tight tolerances. 
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NYCSHS Exclusive

Accurail NYC 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H) 
40'8" All Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper

NYCSHS Modeler's committee wanted to offer a custom decorated Accurail 3 bay hopper as a lot 824-H. The 824-H 
was built by General American in 1952 numbered NYC 904000-904999.  The road number is homage to the 
society's 50th anniversary and is authentic. 

Features: 

The artwork is laid out directly over the top of the Builders photo of the hopper, so it should be 
just right. The end lettering is a touch smaller than in the photos, but it needed to be in order 
to print properly in that restricted amount of space. 

These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits feature a one-piece body with details molded in 
place. Decorated models feature authentic paint and lettering schemes with end reporting 
marks. In addition, the trucks feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler pockets accepts 
Kadee(R) No. 5 couplers. Also features exceptionally free-rolling wheels. 

MSRP $31.63 NYCSHS member price is $25.30 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 



 
 
 
 

NYCentral Modeler 4th Quarter 2020 

130 

If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership. 
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Modeling Committee.  We could 
use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the website 
and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some strong IT 
knowledge to help with the Headquarters’ IT upgrades. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out. 
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we continue in the fall modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 1t Qtr. 2021 edition.  You should still be doing a lot with 
your layout or modeling during these coming months. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by November 15, 2020.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part.  

 
Preview Of 1st

Quarter 2021 issue 

Doug Kisala shares his  modeling of a 
NYC K11c Pacific with us.  

And 

Bob Shaw brings his feature, “NYCS 
O-Gauge Model Railroading” in the 

Jan. 1, 2021 edition.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 
photos for the  1st Qtr. 
2021 edition.  Let us see 
your handiwork. 

Chuck Beargie begins a 
series of articles  on 
recreating Jefferson, OH on 
the LS&MS in 1928. 






