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      OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   oo ff   TThhiiss   IIssssuuee

  
Noel Widdifield tells us about that inevitable 
moment we all face.                                     Page 35                                 

  
SStteevvee  LLaasshheerr’’ss  BBaabbyy  ((FFaaccee))  

  
  One of the Baldwin RS-12 (Baby Face) that he 
modeled using some interesting technques. Page 93                                            
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The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the 
railroad in all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-
related models and layouts. The objective of the publication is to help members 
improve their ability to model the New York Central and promote modeling 
interests. Contact us about doing an article for us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The vision of 
the NYCSHS is to be the 
preferred source of information 
and products related to the New 
York Central System. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent 
with good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the 
preservation of New York Central 
railroad history with informative 
speakers, presentations, and tours. 
The Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. Member-
ship is open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership/ 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, J. Epperson, J. 
P. Burgess, T.R. Gerbracht, 
S.H. Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
McQueen, R.C. Schiring, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor:  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about once a 
month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are, Seth Lakin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, Paul 
Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, Ralph 
Schiring, Alex Schneider, Charles Newton, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, Vic Roman, Noel 
Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 400 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 3,200 
models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and O-scale 
models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be released in 
coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more information.  Website: 
NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last eight years, but if you have some ideas for us, 
contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Things certainly are much different than they were when I last wrote my column. All of us having 
to stay home and social distancing have created a lot of free time for many of us, and the question 
of what to do with it. For us modelers of the New York Central, the answer has been relatively 
easy, let’s get to the models! Being retired myself, the change wasn’t as great, but having to stay 
home has given me opportunities that weren’t available before.  

The last kit I was working on before I moved from New Jersey to Kentucky was an Accurail 
USRA style stock car. I dug it back out after 18 months and tried to remember where I was and 
what I was trying to accomplish with it. Suffice it to say, I had a great time re-doing my research 
and reviewing the photographs and drawings I was able to find. I was able to bring my ideas 
about the necessary modifications to make this car closer to the NYC prototype to the Modeling 
Committee for input. As it is the closest model we could find to a NYC car, we purchased the 
NYC remaining kits from Accurail for our Collinwood Shop store so we could offer something 
“new”. Needless to say, they are sold out already! Our Modeling Committee Chair, Seth Lakin, 
has done all the design work for the double doors that the cars had. If the numbers work, we will 
see if we can offer them for sale to make it easier to fix this detail. I had to chop my doors up, as 
the model is a single deck car, and the NYC car is a double deck. I’ve been writing up what I’ve 
been doing with photos, hopefully you’ll be able to see the result here soon.   

One other activity that is new to us is the modeling video that several of us “auditioned” for 
recently. Manuel Duran-Duran brought the idea to us, and it’s been a hit, from what I can tell. The 
video is at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoZ8sFqmvdk 

If you’ve been operating along these lines, let us know what you’ve been up to, we’d love to share 
it!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 
There is no link from the illustration above to the video.  You must go to:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoZ8sFqmvdk 
 

                                                         

Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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As I put the finishing touches on the layout of this 
quarter’s edition, I marvel at the quality of modeling of 
the NYCS I see in the articles we publish in each issue. 
 
The range of scales included in this issue, spans from 
N- to 1/29-, including HO-scale and O-gauge.  The 
subject matter includes, layout destruction, loads for 
rolling stock, passenger cars available in H, 3-D 
drawing and printing, kitbashing a station kit, 
kitbashing a loco, finishing a layout, and constructing a 
bridge model. And all of these have a level of expertise 
in the modeling that is amazing. 
 
We are an historical society dedicated to preserving the 
legacy of the New York Central System and we do that 
in many ways.  But as I review the modeling articles for 
each issue, I can see that our modeling helps keep the 
NYCS alive in the minds of those who have never seen 
the NYCS in action. 
 
Each month our magazine is downloaded from the 
NYCSHS website around a thousand times. That 
clearly means that there is a lot of interest in NYCS 
modeling. We also receive a few emails commenting on 
the articles.  We would love to hear from more of you 
about what you think about the articles. 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
I think you will enjoy the modeling articles in this issue. 
Now, we just need to see some of your modeling!!! 
 
Send us an email today and tell us about the plans for 
your railroad. You can also call me at 703-407-3059 or 
email me at NYCSHS@verizon.net, to find out more or 
to express interest.  We hope to hear from you. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose 
of providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –
- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales, 
but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used 
for articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  
Statements and opinions made are those of the 
authors and don’t necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-Society-
302109173240295/ 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 



NYCSHS Announces Another New Exciting Book 

Know Thy Late Mohawks 
By Tom Gerbracht 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society announces the final 
book of the Central’s steam power 
triumvirate.  This hard cover book 
completes the documentation of the 
New York Central’s Mohawk class, the 
L-3 and L-4 Mohawks.

• Detailed history of the late Mohawk
design of 1940, and the final L-4
design of 1942, using official railroad
records and drawings, and profusely
illustrated using an outstanding
collection of high-quality
photographs from the Society’s
Collection and other collections,
many previously unpublished

• Over 300 pages and photographs,
including a 32-page color section

• Informative captions
• Useful to modelers and historians

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS
Director and former President

• Limited production run, hard cover,
using the best paper stock and
outstanding photo reproduction, and
sewn binding for permanency

• Very limited quantity of numbered
and signed copies available as a
separate store item

The book describes and illustrates the 
original late Mohawk design, and the 
evolution of the basic design that 
resulted in the L-4 Mohawk, perhaps 
the best dual service two-cylinder 
steam locomotive design ever 
developed.  Included is a separate 
section on late Mohawk tenders, one of 
the secrets of the Mohawk’s success.  
Oddities are identified, and the final 
days of late Mohawk operation are also 
fully documented, including last runs.  
The late Mohawk design is compared 
with contemporary steam designs used 
by other railroads in the Central’s 
service area. 

• Expected Delivery by August 2020
• All proceeds donated to the NYCSHS
• MSRP  $89.99 NYCSHS Members

$71.99
• Limited number of signed and

numbered copies $250.00
• Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers

and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio
Sales Tax

Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net
6



ORDER FORM     Know Thy Late Mohawks

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

Phone Number or Email address(Required):_____________________________________________ 

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of 
Copies___________________ 

Signed & Numbered Copies__________________ 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax. 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Late Mohawks 
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS Non-Member  Shipping & Handling Ohio 
Member Price         Cost Sales Tax 
$71.99 89.99        $10.00 8% 

Limited number of signed and numbered copies:  $250.00 

 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop. 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio 

Sales Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost. 

7
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TToomm  LLoonngg  ––  WWoooodd  CCaabboooossee   oo ff   tthhee  BB&&AA  iinn  NN--SSccaall ee                                             Page 49  

  
 
Tom has a Bachelors of Science in Electrical Engineering from the University of Texas at 
Austin and a Graduate Certificate in Systems Engineering from Johns Hopkins University. 
He and his wife Karen currently live in Maryland where he works for the Navy as a Systems 
Engineer.  This is Tom’s forth article in the NYCentral Modeler. 
 
SSeetthh  LLaakkiinn  ––  NNYYCC’’ss  FFoorrmmeerr  MMCC&&CCSS  WWaayyccaarrss  ––  PPaarrtt   22                                Page 90 

  
  
 
  
SSttaann  MMaaddyyddaa  ––  SSttaannss  PPrroommiissee   oo ff   TThhiinnggss  tt oo   CCoommee                                      Page 46 

  
 
While working at a job shortly after college, he met Bob Arnold, a well-known modeler at 
the time and joined his U-Line HO model railroad club.  There he learned many skills and 
techniques from accomplished modelers, some with whom he continues to maintain 
friendships and sees on a weekly basis.  If there is a home layout in his future, it will be 
based on the River Division from Port Ewen to the cement plants in Alsen. 
 
Joining the Danbury Railway Museum when it was formed in 1994, Stan oversees the 
archives and helps with the restoration of NYC #19322, the museum’s wooden caboose.  He 
was also instrumental in getting two former New York Central ACMUs donated to the 
Museum.  Currently serving as President, he hopes to see the two electric locomotives in 
Glenmont, NY finally get to Danbury, a project he has been involved with since 2006. 

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's 
Water Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. 
However his earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains, but of 
diesels of the late 1970s and early 1980s Conrail.  This is Seth’s tenth 
article as he continues to share his modeling talents with us. Seth is on 
the NYCSHS Model Committee and is a prolific modeler.	

	

Tom Long is an avid Boston and Albany fan and N-scale modeler, and has been a 
member of the NYCSHS since 2004. Tom became a fan of the B&A after moving to 
Framingham, MA in 1991. He attended Joseph P. Keefe Technical High School, just 
across the street from Nevins Yard. Tom lived at milepost 23 and would walk to and 
from school along the B&A.  
	

Growing up in Hastings-on-Hudson, NY, Stan had the Hudson Division 
on one of town and the Putnam Division on the other side.  A summer 
bungalow located just north of Kingston, NY (MP 93.5) and along the New 
York Central River Division was where he first started watching trains at 
age 3.  At age 5, he got a Lionel train set and it was downhill from there.	



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2020 9	

For over 40 years, Stan has worked in the direct marketing field providing mailing list 
services to catalogs, publications, book clubs and non-profits.  Business travel always 
includes time for museums and prototype railroading.   
  
EEdd  EEnnyyeeddyy  --  It Was a 2020 NYCSHS Convention Layout Projects Preview     Page 61  

 
 
His interest in the New York Central started late, beginning with his admiration of Hudson 
locomotives and growing as he learned about local NYCS history.  Other interests include 
bicycle riding and playing bass guitar.  His layout was scheduled for visitors at the 2020 
NYCSHS Convention. This is Ed’s fourth article in the NYCentral Modeler. 
 
RRiicchh  SSttoovv iinngg  ––  OOff  SSmmookkee,,MMiirrrroorrss,,  aanndd  SSoommee  BBaarrggaaiinn  BBaasseemmeenntt   BBooxxccaarrss          Page 55 

  
He has served as the editor of the Society’s quarterly magazine, Central Headlight, since 2008 
and served as the Society’s president from 2011 to 2018. 

Following his retirement as a public school administrator in New York City, Rich served as a 
conductor and engineer on a local tourist railroad.  He also served as the railroad’s president 
from 1999 through 2003.  He has been a New York Central modeler for over fifty years, and 
his current layout was featured in the January 2014 issue of Model Railroader. He wrote eight 
books on New York Central steam power, published between 2005 and 2013 and currently 
available at the Society’s on-line “Collinwood Shop.” This is Rich’s third article in the 
NYCentral Modeler.  
  
NNooee ll   WWiiddddii ff ii ee lldd  --  The Inevitable Day                     Page 36 

 
 
He has been a director in the NYCSHS since 2011 and has served as the Business 

Ed and his wife Suz live in Eastlake, OH with two cats, three squirrels, and six 
sugar gliders, and her mom, and one son.  He is a life-long Cleveland resident 
who experienced model trains early, playing with his Uncle’s American Flyer 
trains and then getting his own Tyco Chattanooga train set.  	

Rich grew up in Dumont, New Jersey, on New York Central’s River Division, 
developing a life-long fascination with trains at a very early age. He has been 
a member of the New York Central System Historical Society since 1970 and 
has served continually as a trustee or director since 1976.   

	

Noel was born and grew up in the country outside of Anderson, IN, 
along the NYC’s Big Four line.  His dad held him in his arms as an 
infant to watch the NYC trains roar by the back of their property. 
His dad gave him his first train, an American Flyer PRR K-4 Pacific 
lettered for the NYC at age four. Thus began a life long fascination 
with trains. 
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Manager/Tresurer since 2013. He is also the editor of this magazine and webmaster of the 
Society’s website, MailChimp, Survey Monkey and supports several other functions for the 
Society. 
He served 20 years in the USAF flying aircraft and after retirement worked in the 
defense/intelligence industry retiring as the COO of a Northrop Grumman company. He 
then started his own company, grew it and then sold it after another 15 years. His wife, Ann, 
also a NYCSHS sustaining member, have two children, five granddaughters and twin great-
grandchildren. This is his second article in this magazine.    
  
SStteevvee  LLaasshheerr//   RRuussss  WWeeiiss  ––  BBrr iinnggiinngg  UUpp  BBaabbyy  ((FFaaccee))                                                    Page 103 
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  RReerroouutt iinngg  MMyy  WWaatteerr   LLeevvee ll   RRoouutt ee                                                     Page 70  

  

  
 
Bob likes to “talk trains” with friends as a member of NYCSHS, TCA (Train Collectors Association), 
and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society. 
 
Bob wrote 18 previous layout articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout and 
restoring Lionel engines. In Part 19 of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob puts the 

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central began 
as a boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as they drove 
by the huge ALCO Works.  He marveled at the size of the new steam 
engines he saw, many with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa 
left a “real” Lionel 2026 steam engine set under the tree that year.  

	

Steve Lasher was born in Cleveland; he developed an early interest in the 
NYC. After stints of working for the Rock Island and then Cotton Belt, a career 
change led to a 30-year career in nursing. He currently resides in 
Jeffersonville, IN and derives great pleasure from making Russ Weis cringe 
with new improvements and projects. 

	Russ is a retired airline pilot, but I always had a love of trains. Growing up in 
the Detroit area, my father at my request would take me to the Michigan 
Central station to watch the trains come and go. 
 
It is no wonder why he wanted to model the New York Central with Buffalo 
being the main focal point of the layout for all the possibilities with 
operations. 
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finishing touches on rerouting his Water Level Route layout to make it more scenic and 
interesting, including building a new 58-inch bridge span.    

Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, Bob and 
his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan. Bob heads a LLC that provides marketing and 
communications consulting to global clients.      

  
IImmaaggiinnee  YYoouurrssee ll ff   PPiicc ttuurreedd  HHeerree  wwii tthh  tthhee  TTii tt ll ee   ooff   YYoouurr  

AArrtt ii cc ll ee   aanndd  PPaaggee  ##  
We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear 
about your layout, collection of modeling skills. 
 
All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write 
about it.  Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something 
for your hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If 
you have a collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then 
just write about how and why you have collected what you have. 
 
We are prepared to help you do this.  All you need to do is contact us and we will provide 
the help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us. 
 
We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling.  We would 
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course we want lots of photos and 
captions for each photo to share with our readers. 
 
Step up and begin writing an article for us today.  You will love seeing your name and 
article title here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine. 
 
 

Hall of Heroes- We have no new authors to receive our 
NYCSHS Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their  

first article in the magazine. 
We do have a hard core of several modelers who provide articles on a 

regular basis and they are featured in this issue. 

Why don’t you write one for us??? 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
Tell us what you think this car might be and what is was for.  If you are really good, you can give 

us a date for the photo. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Just Released 
 

 

This CD contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides 
a small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS 
Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority of archive photo collection comes 
from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn Central 
Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the 
NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were 
sometimes referred to as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection 
includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s. An Excel spreadsheet is included 
with all of the information available for each photo. (Not always a lot as the 
photographers did not always leave good documentation) The spreadsheet has links that 
take you directly to the photos. (The links do not work on Macintosh computers 
because for some reason Microsoft chose to disable this capability)  

This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCSHS archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this collection of images from the NYCSHS archives. This collection 
contains 165 images.     https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-Collections_c_163.html 
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It has arrived!! 

         
 

NYC Locomotive Photo Collection “Streamliners” 
You can find it at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Digital-Photo-

Collections_c_163.html 
Or just look in the Shop under the Digital Photos section. 

 

Two New NYCSHS Minis Coming This Year!!!! 

 
Michigan City, Indiana – October 17, 2020 

Michigan City Public Library 
 

Albany, New York – December 5, 2020 
Holiday Inn Express, Wolf Road 

	
This	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	meet	other	NYCSHS	modelers,	bring	some	NYCS	modeling	friends,	learn	
some	new	skills,	understand	what	is	available	for	modelers	from	the	NYCSHS	archives,	and	provide	input	
to	the	NYCSHS	modeling	program.		Last	year’s	Mini	was	a	great	success.	
	
Look	for	details	on	the	Albany	Mini	soon	and	go	to	the	Collinwood	Shop	to	register	online	for	the	
Michigan	City	Mini.	Or	go	to	the	NYCSHS	website	to	for	more	information	and	watch	for	information	
about	registering	soon.		You	may	also	use	the	attached	form	to	register	for	the	Michigan	City	one.	
	

This is a publicitly 
shot of the ALCo-
Schenectady, NYC 
K-5b, #4915, James 
Whitcomb Riley, 
shot at Chicago, IL. 

Watch	 for	 an	
announcement	 for	
other	 up-coming	
addition	 to	 the	
expanding	 collect-
ion	 of	 NYC	 Loco-
motive	 digital	
photos	 on	 flash	
drives.	
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For	details	about	the	Mini	contact	Seth	

Lakin	at:	

lakinsa@yahoo.com	
	

You	may	register	and	pay	online	in	the	

Collinwood	Shop	at:	
									
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/admin/it
eminfo.asp?pannel=1&catid=1628	
		
	Or	you	may	download	a	registration	

form	to	mail	in	with	payment	at:	

	

https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2020/
05/michigancityminiregistrationform-1.pdf	
	

	

	
						

	

The	NYCSHS	Mini	
	

Saturday,	October	17,	2020	
Michigan	City,	IN	

Michigan	City	Public	Library	
100	E.	4th	Street	

Michigan	City,	IN	46360	
9:30	am	–	4:30	pm	CDT	

	

Presenters: 
• Jim Suhs, NYC's Kankakee 

Branch 
• Kyle Coble, Scratch building 

models from photographs 
• Alex Schneider, Pullman Plan 

2505 10 Compartment Observation 
and Plan 2540 8 Compartment 
Observation 

• Dave Mackay, NYC's 19000 series 
wood cabooses 

• Seth Lakin, Michigan City's 
Railroads and modeling them circa 
1960 

• Free	Parking	

• Registration	$35.00	NYCSHS	
members	&	$45.00	for	non-
members	-	Lunch	catered	

	

For	Information	on	Reservations	

Contact:	

Ralph	Shiring	

nycrrstore@cox.net	

402-203-5931	

	

	

Come	and	learn	about	the	NYCS	and	modeling	the	
NYCS.		These	“mini”	conventions	are	designed	to	
provide	information	for	NYC	fans	and	modelers.		
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Please	Print	
	
Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	
	
Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	
	
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
City______________________________________________State/Province_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	
	
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Member	Attendees_____	@	$20.00	each.	Member	Amount	Paid	$___________________	
	
Non-Member	Attendees_____	@	$30.00	each.			Non-Member	Amount	$_________________________	
	
Lunches___________@	$13.00	each	(Only	food	available	close	by)	Amount	$_____________________	
	
	 	 	 	Total	Enclosed:	$_____________________			
	
Please	send	registration	to:																																																											Ralph	Schiring	
		 																														 																																																																													Modeler’s	Mini	
	 																																																																																																												16623	Oak	Street		 	
	 	 																																																																				Omaha,	NE		
	 	 																																																																								68130-2051	
	
	 	 Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc		

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	Members	(Including	family	members)	cost	is	$20.00	each		
Non-NYCSHS	Members	cost	is	$30.00	each.	
Lunch	cost	is	$13.00	each.	

	
Hotel	rooms	will	be	available	at	the	Holiday	Inn	Express	Wolf	Road	on	December	4	&	5,	at	NYCSHS	
discount	rate	of	$109.00	plus	8.375%	NY	Sales	tax	and	this	includes	a	hot	breakfast.		Cutoff	date	for	
discount	rate	is	November	27,	2020.	Phone	518-459-3600	and	make	your	hotel	reservation	today.	
Mention	NYCSHS	for	rate.	To	view	hotel	go	to:	
	https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/albany/albwo/hoteldetail	
	
	

New York Central System Historical Society 
Mini 

Albany, NY December 5, 2020 
Registration Form	
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N-Scale Locomotives 

Broadway Limited International 

 

H-6a Class Mikado DCC/Sound 

The USRA Light Mikados, the USRA built 625 
total, with 641 copies built after the USRA 
ended control.  With copies, over 50 railroads 
used the USRA Light 2-8-2's.  
 
Features: 

• Paragon3 Sound & Operation System 
FEATURING ROLLING 
THUNDERTM with Authentic Sounds and 
Prototypical Operation in both DC and 
DCC environments 

• Integral DCC Decoder with Back EMF in 
DC and DCC  

• Precision Drive Mechanism engineered for 
continuous heavy load towing and smooth 
slow speed operation  

• Authentic Paint Schemes  
• Prototypical Light Operation with Golden 

White LED Headlight 
• Die Cast Body with Die Cast chassis for 

Maximum Tractive Effort 
• Traction Tires  
• (2) Operating MicroTrains #1015 or 

Compatible Couplers 
• Separately Applied Handrails, Ladders, 

Whistle, and Brass Bell 
• Will Operate on Code 55, 70, and 80 Rail 
• Minimum Radius: 9.75 inches 
• Two road numbers 

MSRP $359.99 Expected Delivery Now 

Were available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members’ Discount – No longer available there 

 

EMD SD70ACe Norfolk Southern (NYC) 

The SD70ACe is the successor to the older 
SD70MAC. Built from 2004 to 2014 in the 
United States, the SD70ACe was originally 
designed to comply with EPA Tier 2 
locomotive emissions regulations. Beginning 
in 2012, newly built SD70ACes were EPA Tier 
3 compliant. SD70ACes are equipped with 
EMDs 16-710-G3C-T2 prime mover, rated at 
4,300 horsepower (3,200 kW). Later Tier 3 
models are rated at 4,500 horsepower (3,400 
kW).  

Features: 
     

  
• NEW Paragon3 Sound & Operation System    

and Prototypical Operation in both DC and   
• Integral DCC Decoder with Back EMF for 

Industry Best Slow Speed Operation in DC 
and DCC  

• Precision Drive Mechanism engineered for 
continuous heavy load towing and smooth 
slow speed operation  

• Premium Caliber Painting with Authentic 
Paint Schemes  

• Prototypical Light Operation with Golden 
White LED Headlight, Rear Light 

  

MSRP $249.99  Expected Delivery Now 
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Kato 

 

EMD E-7A Pair 

Called “The Most Famous Train in the 
World”, the New York Central 20th Century 
Limited is the classic and most recognizable 
named trains of the 20th Century. Headed by 
some of the world’s most famous locomotives 
and connecting the great cities of New York 
City and Chicago, the 20th Century Limited 
operated for more than 60 years. 

The EMD F7 is a 1,500 horsepower (1,100 kW) 
Diesel-electric locomotive produced between 
February 1949 -December 1953 by the EMD. 

Comes in 2 Locomotive DC set, DCC, or DCC 
w/ESU LokSound 

MSRP DC $230.00, DCC $390.00, DCC w/ESU 
LokSound $630.00 

Expected Delivery Oct/Nov 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Kato 

20th Century Limited Passenger Cars 

Called	 “The	 Most	 Famous	 Train	 in	 the	
World”,	 the	New	York	Central	20th	Century	
Limited	 is	 one	 of	 the	 classic	 and	 most	
recognizable	named	trains.	

Features: 

• New tooling 
• Specific interior and exterior details 

that match the 1950s’ era consist 
• Shock absorber construction 
• Observation car has illuminated 

taillight 
• All details installed 
• Interior comes lighted or un-lighted 
• Comes in 9-car complete set, 4-car 

additional car set and in lighted and 
unlighted 

• Locomotives are purchased separately 

MSRP 9-car set $315.00 unlighted; 9-car 
set $450.00 lighted; 4-cars add-on set 
$140.00 unlighted; 4-car add-on set 
$200.00   Expected Delivery Oct/Nov 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Micro Trains 

 

NYC 50’ Standard boxcars (2-Pack) (April 
Fools 2-pack) 

These	50’	standard	boxcars	with	single	door	
are	 black	 with	 brown	 sides	 and	 run	 on	
Bettendorf	 trucks.	 The	 paint	 crew	 was	
clearly	 distracted	 when	 they	 stenciled	 the	
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reporting	 mark	 of	 this	 prototypically	
accurate	 car.	 The	 real-life	 cars	 actually	
displayed	 an	 incorrect	 “NCY”	and	 “NYO”	
reporting	marks	 for	 at	 least	 a	decade.	Built	
in	 1955,	 the	 500	 cars	 were	 designed	 with	
loading	 racks	 to	 facilitate	 loading	 and	
unloading. 

It does say April Fools so they are not 
prototypical but they look OK if you want a 
joke on your railroad. 

MSRP $49.95 Expected Delivery Now 

 

NYC 1948 Heavyweight Single Window 
Coach 

This 78’ heavyweight single-window coach is 
two-tone grey and runs on 4-wheel 
Commonwealth passenger trucks. Built by 
Standard Steel Company in the 1910s as coach 
#2137, this car was renumbered #1948 in 1950.  

Features: 

MicroTrains feature details such as die-cast 
metal underframes, ultra-thin foot stirrups, 
windows, operating doors and hatches, and 
Magne-Matic® couplers. 

MSRP $32.90  Expected Delivery Now 

N-Scale Structures 

JL Innovative Design 
 

 
REA and NYCS Lighted Billboards 

Miller Engineering’s animated billboards are 
the newest addition to the line of animated 
neon signs. These new signs incorporate many 
new design features such as improved 
connectors, no painting required, longer life, 
and stiffer lamination. All animated neon 
billboard signs are: ready-to-run, paper-thin, 
produce no heat, and have realism second-to-
none. Try one today and you'll be Thrilled! All 
signs come with a 3 AAA battery pack. Signs 
draw 95 ma. 
 
Miller Engineering's Billboards are easy to 
mount on your structure. Simply cut a small 
.75" wide slot in the roof of your building, melt 
glue or 5 minute epoxy on the topside of the 
roof, at each end of the sign, plug in the 
connector and you're done. It's that simple! 
 
MSRP $29.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 

 
 

 
Michigan Avenue Tower Kit 
 
The Michigan Avenue (MA) is located at 
Michigan Avenue just east of the state capitol 
in Lansing; MI. MA controlled the junction 
between the old MCRR and the Pere 
Marquette.  The tower still stands in Old 
Town, Lansing, MI.  This is a kit project. 
 
Features: 
• Laser cut walls and shingles 
• Injection molded windows and doors 
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• Telephone pole and steps 
• Cast metal details 
• Some parts are stock sizes and must be cut 

to fit 
• Multi-view detailed drawings and 

instructions 
 
MSRP $24.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Athearn 

 

NYC & P&E EMD GP-7 

In 1949, EMD introduced the GP-7.  The basic 
design followed most diesel switchers with the 
addition of a short hood instead of the end-
cab. The hoods were also full height to better 
accommodate the diesel engine and 
mechanical and electrical components. 

FEATURES:  

• Phase II GP7s 
• Single-chime horns  
• Non-dynamic 
• Full skirts 
• Spark arrestors (P&E) 
• Intricate striping pattern on pilots 
• Multiple road numbers in both roads 

MSRP DCC $209.98, DCC w/Sound $299.98 
Expected Delivery April 2021  

 

 

 

Broadway Limited  

 

NYC (?) PRR P5a  (Arg!!!!!!!!!) 

The PRRs class P5 comprised 92 mixed-traffic 
electric locomotives constructed 19311935 by 
the PRR, Westinghouse and General Electric. 
Although the original intention was that they 
work passenger trains, the success of the GG1 
meant that the P5 class were mostly used on 
freight. A single survivor, prototype #4700, is 
at the Museum of Transportation in St Louis, 
Missouri. The first P5s were built with box 
cabs. A grade crossing accident in which the 
crew was killed led to the substitution of a 
streamlined steeple type cab in later 
production, a design which was also applied 
to the GG1. Orders were placed for 90 
production locomotives classified P5a due to 
minor changes from the prototypes. 
Production was split between General Electric 
and Westinghouse. The GE examples were 
assembled at GE’s Erie, Pennsylvania facility, 
still a locomotive assembly plant today--while 
final assembly for the Westinghouse order was 
subcontracted to the Baldwin Locomotive 
Works. 

Features: 

• Paragon3 Sound & Operation System 
•  FEATURING ROLLING THUNDERTM 

with Authentic Sounds 
•  Prototypical Operation in both DC and 

DCC environments 
• Factory Installed Engineer / Fireman 

Figures 
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• Locomotive Composition: Die Cast body 
with Die Cast Chassis 

•  (2) Operating Kadee or Compatible 
• Compatible Tracks: Code 70, 83, 100 Rail 
• Minimum Operating Radius: 18 in or 

greater 

These locomotives were never owned by or 
painted for the NYCS. BLI says it is a 
“Fantasy Paint Scheme”. They manufacture 
them so they can paint them anyway the 
want, but why can’t they do a Mikado for us? 

MSRP $429.99 Expected Delivery Now 

Not available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount for obvious reasons. 

Rapido 

 

 

NYC FA-FB 

Rapido reports that these long-awaited models 
are out for delivery. 

Features for A-units: 

• Correct nose and roof profiles 3D scanned 
from the prototype 

• Operating number boards, headlights and 
green and white class lights 

• Operating oscillating Gyralite or red Mars 
emergency light where appropriate 

• Roadname-specific details with or without 
dynamic brakes where appropriate 

• The only HO scale Alco/MLW cab with 
accurate phase details 

• Etched-metal grilles (Farr or chicken wire, 
as appropriate) 

• Full underbody piping and conduit 
• Correct, roadname and manufacturer-

specific FA-2 and FPA-2 fuel tanks 
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed 

at the factory 
• Heavy, die-cast chassis and full, multi- 

color interior 
• Rapido’s proven 5-pole skew-wound 

motor with dual flywheels and silky-
smooth drive 

• DC/Silent (21-pin DCC Ready) or 
DC/DCC/Sound (ESU LokSound) options 

FAs MSRP $225.00 (DC/Silent) $325.00 – 
DC/DCC/Sound FBs $225.00 (DC/Silent)  
$335.00 DC/DCC/Sound  Expected Delivery 
Now 

Were available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members’ Discount – No longer available there 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Accurail 

 

NYCL Limited run 36’ Double Sheath Wood 
Boxcars 
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Features: 
• Accurail® kits come equipped with Delrin 

(plastic) wheelsets and Accumate™ 
(magnetic, Kadee® compatible) couplers.  

• Three car set includes a NYCL, B&A, & 
NYC&HR cars 

MSRP $55.98 3-pack $18.98 Singles  Expected 
Delivery June 2020 

Were available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members’ Discount – No longer available there 

Athearn 

 

NYC  Cupola Caboose 

FEATURES:  

• Fine end handrails and ladders 
• Clear windows 
• ALL-NEW Barber-Bettendorf Swing 

Motion caboose truck per prototype 
• Separately applied smoke jack and brake 

wheel 
• Fully-assembled and ready to run 
• Painted and printed for realistic decoration 
• Machined metal wheels 
• Weighted for trouble free operation 
• Wheels with RP25 contours operate on all 

popular brands of track 
• Body mounted McHenry operating scale 

knuckle couplers 
• Interior plastic blister carton safely holds 

model for convenient storage 
• Minimum radius: 15” 

MSRP $32.98 Expected Delivery Now 
Never seen a green NYC caboose and this is a 
model of a caboose that never ran on the NYC. 

Intermountain 

 

Features:  

• Laser Sharp Painting and Lettering  
• Six Road Numbers  
• 33" InterMountain Metal Wheelsets 
• Kadee® Metal Knuckle Couplers 

MSRP $39.95 Expected Delivery TBD 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 

 
NYC 10’6” Modified 1937 AAR Boxcar 
10’6” Modified 1937 AAR 40’ boxcars are 
ready to ship! The 40’6” length and 10’6” 
inside height remained the standard through 
the 1940s and 1950s handling all types of 
freight. They were used in interchange service 
into the 1980s. Typically they were equipped 
with Bettendorf trucks and 33” wheels. With 
an inside capacity of 3,713 cubic feet, they 
were rated as 50 ton cars.  
Features: 
• Metal operating couplers  
• InterMountain metal wheel sets 
• Multiple road numbers 
 
MSRP $36.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 
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Rapido

Steam Heater Cars, known in Canada as Steam 
Generator Units or SGUs, were introduced in 
the diesel era to provide steam heat to 
passenger trains. When passenger trains were 
hauled by steam locomotives, there was 
always a reliable source of steam. Unless a 
diesel locomotive was equipped with a boiler 
and water tank, heat could not be provided. 
This was before the days of Head End Power 
for passenger cars. Heater cars were usually 
rebuilt from boxcars, B-units and old steam 
locomotive tenders, so they varied in shape 
and size from railroad to railroad. That is, 
unless you are in Canada. It is so cold here so 
much of the time that purpose-built SGUs 
were built by CC&F (Canadian Car & 
Foundry), GMD (General Motors Diesel 
Division) and NSC (National Steel Car) 

Features: 
• Scaled from field measurements and original 
blueprints 
• Steam sounds included, with user-controlled 
volume 
• High-quality, high-bass speaker 
• Works on DC and DCC layouts 
• Super-detailed underframe and express 
trucks 
• Working backup lights, controlled by 
magnetic wand 
• Metal Macdonald-Cartier couplers 
 

MSRP $79.95 Expected Delivery TBD 

These	 are	 strictly	 "Canadian"	 prototypes.	 NYC	 did	
have	 steam	 heat	 cars	 for	 use	 in	 NYC	 with	 the	 "R"	
motors,	 which	 were	 freight	 only.	 I	 think	 all	 they	
have	in	common	with	this	model	is	the	gauge. 

 

GARX 37’ Meet Reefers 

Built between 1937 and 1941 by General American 
Transportation (GARX). Although built with a wooden 
sheathed body and roof that made them look like a car 
from an earlier era, these GARX cars were modern for 
their time. They were constructed on a steel underframe 
of similar construction to boxcar underframes then in 
common use and featured AB brakes, Equipco brake 
wheels and housings and Barber S-1 trucks. More than 
940 cars were built to this configuration making it one of 
the most numerous meat reefer designs, and they lasted 
in service well into the early 1970s. 

Reefers of this type were typically assigned AAR class 
“RSM”. They would normally be assigned to meat 
service only, running between meat packing houses and 
regional dealers throughout North America. Typically 
the meat would originate in the Midwest, where blocks 
of cars would then be moved to Chicago and then 
dispersed to their final destinations. Meat reefers from a 
wide variety of packing houses could be seen on the 
hottest freight trains of roads throughout the Country. 
They would normally be assigned to meat service only, 
running between meat packing houses and regional 
dealers throughout North America. 
 
Features:  

• Complete underbody with all piping 
• Super-detailed Barber S-1 trucks 
• *Insulated turned blackened metal wheelsets 
• Accurate roof hatches and hardware 
• See-through brake platforms 
• Separate grabs, ladders and roofwalk 
• Accurate paint schemes 
• Factory-installed Macdonald-Cartier couplers 
• 14 different packer’s names 
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These cars come in a variety of Packer’s names 
and as singles and three-packs. 

MSRP $40,95 Single car, $199.80 4-pack 
Expected Delivery TBD 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 

 

Walthers 

 

NYC 85’ Budd Observation 
 
Features: 
• Model passenger service in minutes at 

WalthersMainline prices! 
• Based on streamlined cars used by many 

roads 
• Eight authentic car types 
• Operates on 18" radius curves 
• Correct prototype 85' length 
• Tinted window glazing 
• Fully assembled, ready for fun on your 

railroad 
• Rugged construction for years of service 
• Detailed body 
• Full interior 
• Correct 36" turned metal wheelsets 
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers 
• LED interior lights available separately 
• Molded drill starter points for add-on wire 

grab irons (sold separately) 

MSRP $34.98 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HO-Scale Structures 
JL Innovative Design 
 

 
Michigan Avenue Tower Kit 
 
The Michigan Avenue (MA) is located at 
Michigan Avenue just east of the state capitol 
in Lansing, MI. MA controlled the junction 
between the old MCRR and the Pere 
Marquette.  The tower still stands in Old 
Town, Lansing, MI.  This is a kit project. 
 
Features: 
• Laser cut walls and shingles 
• Injection molded windows and doors 
• Telephone pole and steps 
• Cast metal details 
• Some parts are stock sizes and must be cut 

to fit 
• Multi-view detailed drawings and 

instructions 
MSRP $32.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 

Miller Engineering 

 
REA and NYCS Lighted Billboards 
Miller Engineering’s animated billboards are 
the newest addition to the line of animated 
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neon signs. These new signs incorporate many 
new design features such as improved 
connectors, no painting required, longer life, 
and stiffer lamination. All animated neon 
billboard signs are: ready-to-run, paper-thin, 
produce no heat, and have realism second-to-
none. Try one today and you'll be Thrilled! All 
signs come with a 3 AAA battery pack. Signs 
draw 95 ma. 
Miller Engineering's Billboards are easy to 
mount on your structure. Simply cut a small 
.75" wide slot in the roof of your building, melt 
glue or 5 minute epoxy on the topside of the 
roof, at each end of the sign, plug in the 
connector and you're done. It's that simple! 
 
MSRP $49.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members’ 
Discount 

O-Scale Structures 

See the Miller Engineering Billboards in 
the HO-Scale Structures Section – These 
billboards are advertised for O-scale use 
as well as HO. 

Magazines 

Classic Toy Trains   May 2020 

 

“The Start of Something Big” by Roger Carp 
pp. 26 – 31 

This article is about Richard Gabryszewski’s S-
gauge layout built in a very compact space 
with some American Flyer NYC passenger 
trains featured in one of his photos. 

 

Classic Trains  Spring 2020 

   

“Temples of Train Travel” by Robert S. 
McGonigal pp. 32 – 35 

McGonigal presents the story of some of the 
great stations at the peak of the passenger 
train ridership.  Grand Central is one of those 
pictured. 

“Stronger Together” by H. Roger Grant pp. 
40 -47 

Merger mania is the topic of this article and 
the NYC merger with PRR to form Penn 
Central is included. You will find a photo of 
two F-7As, one in NYC Cigar Band and one 
repainted with Penn Central and the worm on 
the side. 

Penn Central is referred to as the Monster 
Merger and Grant brings out all of the dirty 
laundry of that merger. 

“Remote Control Railroading” by Fred 
Frailey pp. 48 – 49 

This article provides a short history of CTC 
beginning with its introduction on the NYC 
subsidiary, T&OC in 1927. 

“Fulfilling the Promise of Steam” by Kevin 
Keefe  pp 54 -57 

A tale of how Lima introduced the concept of 
Super Power including NYC’s super 2-8-2 H 
10 class loco in 1922. 
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The Long Good-by by Joe Welsh pp. 60 – 67 

This is the tale of how the railroads’ monopoly 
on intercity travel disappeared with the 
competition from autos and airplanes.  It leads 
off with a photo of the PRR Broadway Limited 
and NYC 20th Century Limited in a race out of 
Chicago in the mid-1930s. 

“Straighter, Flatter, Faster” by Jerry A. 
Pinkepank pp.75 – 81 

Pinkepank recounts many of the vast 
improvements made to bring 19th Century 
railroads into the 20th Century. 

Included is the 1924 major upgrade of the 
NYC’s Castleton cutoff and Selkirk yard. 

“More Freight, Fewer People by Jerry A. 
Pinkepank pp. 88 -89 

This article covers some of the innovations and 
technology that increased the productivity of 
the Amerian railroads following the peak year 
for U.S. Class 1 route miles in 1916 until today. 

“A Day With John W. Barriger” by Robert B. 
Watson  pp. 96 – 97 

Watson recounts a visit to Pittsburgh with 
John W. Barriger III and learning about the 
P&LE. Photos of Barriger’s office car 99 and 
the P&LE 1957 Pontiac station wagon hi-rail 
vehicle. They rode the office car out and the 
hi-railer back.  

“Hudson River Hangover Cure” by Bill 
Graper pp. 98 – 99  

Bill, son of a NYC engineer, fulfills a dream 
with a ride on Amtrak from GCT to Albany. 
He reminisces about his earlier travels on the 
same route on the NYC. 

 

 

 

Great Model Railroads 2020 

 

“Look, Ma No Wires” by Lee Gasparik pp. 26 
– 33 

The article is about Lee’s layout for the PRR 
and NYC in O-scale.  Good article and a 
couple of photos of NYC Locos and rolling 
stock. (See photo on page 5.) 

“Pennsy’s Elmira Branch in HO” by Anthony 
Daniele pp. 34 – 41 

The HO-scale layout is a John Armstrong one 
where the PRR & NYC run joint coal trains. It 
is a very large 22’ X 45’ layout. 

Railroad Model Craftsman Feb 2020 

 

“Safety Valve”  pp. 6 – 8 

A letter to the editor from Denny Armes, 
comments on the articles in the January 
edition by Rich DeCandido and Steve Lasher 
commending their modeling skills.  Both have 
been published in the NYCentral Modeler. Steve 
teams up with Russ Weis for an article and 
Rick has published an article for us in the past. 
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“Editors’ Notebook “ by Otto Vondrak pp. 90 
– 93 

This article provides some excellent coverage 
of the Amherst Railroad Hobby Show that we 
covered in our last edition.  Our focus was on 
the NYCSHS participation and this article 
provides a more complete view of the show. 

Trains June 2020 

 

“Erring on the Side of Safety” by Bill Grogan 
pp. 56- 57 
Grogan who worked for the NYC and other 
railroads tells about a right call by a NYC track 
supervisor. Probably prevented a major 
accident. 
 
Announcements 
Testors  - “With a long history of producing 
quality hobby kits and supplies, we are 
evolving our strategy to focus more keenly on 
Testors, our flagship brand. To that end, we 
are discontinuing our PACTRA, AZTEC and 
Model Master brands as demand for these 
products continues to decline.  We will 
continue to support the hobby market with a 
robust line of aerosols, brush paints, tools and 
accessories – always looking for opportunities 
to innovate in these categories.” 
 
MTH Closing  - See page 143 
 

You Can Help US 

If you see new NYCS models, send us an 
email and tell us about them. 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 

The Latest NYCS Steam 
Locomotive Photo Flash Drive 

 
Dieselization of the yards at East St. Louis 
and East Alton in March of 1956 bumped a 
dozen U-3 switchers out of their jobs.  
Because a few of the diesels used to effect 
this changeover were taken from the 
Indianapolis terminal, some of the 
displaced U- engines were installed there 
as substitutes as there were no yard diesels 
available at the time.  During this process, 
the 7722 in the photo was transferred from 
East Alton to Indianapolis.  East Alton was 
glad to get rid of her, and her welcome at 
Shelby Street was scarcely enthusiastic, 
but previous treatment should have 
hardened her.  

She looks like any other sturdy U-3, but 
close inspection reveals the dropped 
headlight that distinguishes her from most 
others of her class. 

She is a veteran ex-B&A #50 being backed 
out of her stall to be readied for her next 
assignment. 

And this NYCSHS photo is just one of 
about 200 found on this newly released 
Flash drive available in the Collinwood 
Shop. www.NYCSHS.net 
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Signals Question 
 
Dear Noel, 
 
I hope this finds you well. My friend, 
NYCSHS member Steve Lasher, is 
working on scratch building some type G 
signals for my layout. We/he has the specs 
from the society’s DVD, however, they do 
not show or give the dimensions from the 
base up to the signal head platforms. So, 
could you provide these dimensions, or a 
link, if they are in the archives? 
  
Many thanks, Russ Weis, member 7136 
 
Russ, 
 
Mast height varies by particular location, 
depending on what is needed for visibility 
from the required distance. Only stretches 
of tangent single track with no other 
impediment for visibility would be down 
at the minimum height.  Even on tangents, 
in multiple track territory a signal may 
need to be seen above a train on the 
adjacent track.  The minimum height 
would generally be determined by the 
height of the locomotive cab where the 
crew is looking to read the aspect. 
 
Noel, 
 
That is very interesting about the height. 
My apologies for not being clearer - - at 
least in any books or bought from the 
society, there are no photos, or dimensions 
of the base and mast leading up to the 
signal head platforms which we thought 
may be someplace in the archives. SO, if 
you know of any such photos or plans for 
the bottom half that would be great. 
 
Thanks again, Russ 

 
Russ, 
 
It appears that we have no drawings of the 
base and mast.  The drawings we have are 
contained in the DVD that you must have. 
I just went through the Signals DVD and 
got these.  Do they answer your question? 

 

 
Use the first drawing S-4550.  I am sure 
that the poles were all the same size. I 
didn’t look to see if there were specs for 
the individual numbers for each part, but 
the scale is on the drawing so you should 
be able to get it pretty close using that. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Okay, thanks again Noel - - we’ll press 
on.  
 
Take care, Russ 
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Missing Article 
 
Mr. Noel 
 
You seem to get stuck with my weird 
requests and me. There was I believe a two 
part article on constructing a MC caboose. 
I spent a number of hours in one with my 
grandfather and his crew. Would like 
copy/s of the article. You and the staff are 
doing excuse me “one hell of a job”.  
 
I say this from a number of organizations I 
have been involved with.  
 
Thank You. Larry POTTS  
 
Larry, 
 
Look in the 4th Qtr. 2019 and 1st Qtr. 2020 
NYCentral Modeler on our website.  I 
think those might be the two articles you 
are referring to. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
Thank you will do. Damn you take good 
care of me. I am sure you do it for all the 
members. I miss Richard and his stories of 
the MC. He and my grandfather were 
friends. I would text him at the home. He 
would text back call me. I like to talk on 
the phone. 
 
Thanks, Larry 
 
Caboose Drawing Request 
 
Hello there!   
 
I've been trying to help a friend with a 
caboose model, and he is asking about a 

24- foot wood sided caboose.  From what I 
understand from my research they were ex 
T&OC cabooses, and I found what I think 
is the drawing number, "Y-100620".  Is 
there a way I can find this diagram 
somewhere?  At the least, maybe a few 
rough dimensions of the caboose itself?   
 
Thanks in advance, Austin Brodzinski 
 
Austin, 
 
You will find a copy of NYCSHS drawing 
Y-100620. It has been reduced from its 
original scan size so it is easier to handle 
on my email. It looks like everything is 
still clearly legible.  The drawing is dated 
Oct 1, 1913. It is a general arrangement of 
Toledo & Ohio Central and Zanesville & 
Western standard cabooses that became 
New York Central 18835-18935 in the 
system wide rolling stock renumbering of 
1936. The body is indeed 24 feet between 
the outside walls. There are plenty of 
photos of this type of NYC caboose in the 
society’s photo collection and elsewhere 
on line. If there is anything else that we 
can help you with, let us know.  
 

 
Thanks, Seth Lakin, Chair, NYCSHS 
Modelers’ Committee 
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Suggestion 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Just finished the Q2 Modeler -- always a 
fun and interesting read. A big thanks for 
your time and care in pulling it together.  
 
A suggestion for NYCSHS RPO -- adding 
a headline (or title) above each of the 
letters might make the format more user 
friendly. Many newspapers do this, 
allowing the reader to zero in on letters of 
greatest personal interest.  
 
Stay well, Bob Chapman  
 
Bob, 
  
Great idea.  I will do it! 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Shipping Hogs in a NYCS Stock Car 
 
Hi everyone on the Modelers’ 
Committee, 
 
I am interested in the potential upgrade kit 
for the NYC stock cars from Accurail.  I 
believe I have two from a previous release, 
27236 and 27380.  I bought them in 2006! 
At 40’, accurate or not, they look 
noticeably large compared to the other 
stock cars on the train.  Plus I want to ship 
some hogs on the same route. 
Thanks for all the good work! 
 
John Mitchell, in Canada 
Modelling the Detroit River Tunnel 
traffic between Detroit and Buffalo.  
 
 

 
John, 
 
The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee is 
working to develop some upgrade parts to 
make this kit closer to the prototype.  We 
will keep you informed on that progress. 
 

 
 
I would remind you that we also have 
resin kit models from Westerfield for these 
stock cars in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
A Question About Grandfather’s Travels 
 
Hello, 
 
I apologize for not posting this on one of 
the many forums listed on your website, 
but I've tried to access several of them and 
the links do not seem to be working. 
 
I am looking for information about NYC 
routes and timetables in 1907 between 
Indianapolis and New York City. 
 
My grandfather came to the US in 1906 
and shortly thereafter obtained 
employment at the newly opened Beech 
Grove yards in Indianapolis, where he 
spent his entire working life as a 
joiner/carpenter. 
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In 1907, he traveled to NY City to meet my 
grandmother, who arrived from Austria 
by ship and returned with him to 
Indianapolis.  I would like to know where 
to find routes and timetables for that year! 
 
Thank you so much for your help. 
 
Pam Jacobs 

Hello Pam, 

If you visit the Canada Southern Railway 
website at: 
http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/h
ome.htm     and click on “Timetables” and 
New York Central Public Passenger 
Timetables you will find a treasure trove 
of old New York Central timetables.  I do 
not think they have The 1906 timetable 
that your grandfather used, but you will 
find some that are very close, especially 
considering that the source material is 
about 110 years old.  If I were you, I would 
look at the August 1908 “Big Four” 
timetable.  West of Cleveland, your 
grandfather probably traveled on the New 
York Central’s wholly owned “Big Four” 
subsidiary.  Buried near the back of the 
timetable will be a page summarizing 
services east of the Big Four to Boston, 
New York and the like.  Undoubtedly he 
travelled from the OLD Grand Central 
Terminal (not the present building, which 
was completed in 1913) to Indianapolis on 
one of the trains listed.  The premier train 
on that route was the Southwestern 
Limited.  At that time, that train may have 
been Pullman Only (people with first class 
tickets and sleeping car 
accommodations).  If he wanted to save 
money, he might have taken the 
Knickerbocker, which featured all classes of 

service. Have fun doing some railroad 
research during your quarantine! 
 

Ralph Schiring. NYCSHS Director 

Freight Train Schedules 

NYCSHS. 

I am looking for information of freight 
train schedules on the Boston and Albany 
line as well as the West Shore railroad. I 
saw one in an article from the NY Central 
Modeler from 4th Qtr. 2012 about 
modeling the Albany passenger and 
freight operations. Is there a copy in the 
archives that could be looked at? 
 
Any ideas will be appreciated.  

Thanks, Joe Ahearn 

Joe, 

CanadaSouthern.com has through freight 
schedules posted from 1949 and 1964.  

http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/n
yc-freight-schedules.htm 

They are for the entire system, so you 
would have to go through them train by 
train and see what trains operated over the 
section of railroad you are interested in.  

Also some of the employee timetables list 
fright schedules in along with the 
passenger schedules. Many employee 
timetables are posted here.  

http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/e
tt/timetables-nyc.htm 

Find your division and enjoy reading all 
the little details that are contained in 
them.  
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Seth Lakin, Chair, NYCSHS Modelers’ 
Committee 
Hidden Treasure 
Group,  
 
In a box of miscellaneous items I got from 
a friend who passed away 8 years ago, 
there was a box of shoe polish. Thinking it 
was shoe polish I never opened it thinking 
he was using it for weathering. So this 
week I finally open the box and lo and 
behold here is this scale test car.  
 
1. Any idea who made it? It’s all white 
metal and I don’t think it’s the Walthers 
one because it has separate sprung single 
axel trucks. 
  
2. Anyone know of NYC decals I can put 
in it? 
 

 
 
Seth Lakin 
 
Seth 
I think I found it. After I Googled HO-
scale test car, I found this photo. But any 
idea of the age 1970s or earlier is my 
guess.  
 

 
 
Frank Bongiovanni 
 
Seth,  
 
If you are correct and it's actually  George 
Stock model I'm reasonably certain he was 
long out of business by the 1970s.  I'll have 
to dig in the basement some more. 
 
Frank 
 
Seth,  
 
I was thinking it was an Ulrich car, they 
were predominantly white metal from the 
50s and 60s. 
 
Thanks, Dave Mackay – NYCSHS 
President 
 
Guys, 
 
Check out Morning Sun’s “NYC Color Guide 
to Freight and Passenger Equipment” pages 
123 and 124.  Whoever does the letter certainly 
has their work cut out for them; but you’ll end 
up with a real conversation starter. 
 
Ralph Schiring – NYCSHS Director 
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NYCSHS Member’s Model 

This is not a letter but one of our NYCSHS 
members, Sam Shumaker, who models in 
O-scale continues to win awards in Model 
Contests.  He is also the chair for the Train 
Show that was scheduled for our NYCSHS 
2020 Annual Convention in Cleveland. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Sam for another 
winning O-Scale Model contest win. 

NYCSHS 

Request for Info 
 
Noel / Dave, 
 
Rapido is considering doing the NYC RS-
11s in their next run. Do we have P&L 
diagrams, etc. so we can accurately do this 
scheme? 
 

Any help would be very appreciated.  

John Sheridan 

John, 

Nothing in the P&L Drawing Index.  I did 
locate the page in the NYC Diesel Book by 
Edson, Smith, and Vail. 

 

Not much to paint! 

Regards, Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS 
Director 

Central Headlight Kudo 
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Something To Smile About 
 
Noel, 
 
I have a clever son-in-law who built this 
bench over a week. 
 

 
This is just outside our Crew Room. We 
thought the NYC sign was a nice touch. 
Nothing like the real NYC bench but great 
for sitting a watching the paddock and 
having a coffee in our splendid isolation. 
Just need a few seat cushions! 
 
Keep well, David Howarth 
 

Mystery Photo in 2nd Qtr. 2020 
Edition 

 

Responses 
 
March 29, 10:02 am 
 
Page 12 of the NY Central Modeler, 
folding stalls in a horse car. 
 
Steve Bartlett 
 
March 29, 10:05 am 
 
Is that a "horse car" for transporting 
racehorses? 
 
Dan Howard 
 
April 1, 11:07 am 
 
Looks like the interior of a horse car. 
  
Victor Hand 
 
April 1, 8:44 pm 
 
I’m quite sure this is a horse car, used for 
transporting racehorses from one track to 
another.  Usually found in express 
passenger service.  The stalls were 
moveable. 
 
At the Arizona Railway Museum, we have 
an SP horse car made by the St Louis Car 
Co in 1937.  The construction of the 
interior ceiling looks very similar.  Our car 
has a small wall-mounted toilet for the 
attendant. 
 
http://www.azrymuseum.org/roster/ros
ter.html#Passenger Cars 
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Andy Szabo 
 
Looks like Steve got it right first. 
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 

Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page, which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 

This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 

Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 

It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

Download the Instagram app to your
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 



If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS 
with every purchase you make!! 

How to sign up for AmazonSmile to Contribute to the NYCSHS 

AmazonSmile is a way for members to support the NYCSHS every time they 
shop with Amazon. 

Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know 
and love, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the price of 

eligible purchases to the NYCSHS. 

Signing Up is Easy!! 

Here is how to shop AmazonSmile and donate to NYCSHS with each purchase: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Chose the NYCSHS to received donations
4. Select NYCSHS
5. Start shopping
6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and

start shopping at AmazonSmile

We are not promoting Amazon, but if you use if for shopping, why not donate to 
the NYCSHS as it costs you nothing and helps us a lot!! 

34a



The Inevitable Day	

NYCentral Modeler 3rd Quarter 2020 35	

Article by Noel Widdifield Photos by Noel 
I always said that the only way I would 
leave our Chesapeake Bay home of 25 
enjoyable years that we had custom 
designed and built was feet first and I 
absolutely believed that to be true. 
However, maintaining our home was 
becoming more and more difficult because 
we spend winters in Florida.  Even small 
repairs and service that I had routinely 
done in the past required me to seek 
outside help. Finding capable service 
people who could be trusted to do a good 
job or to even come when requested was 
difficult. My wife had requested that we 
leave by our 80s so it was clearly time to 
take the dreaded step of moving 
somewhere smaller and easier to maintain. 

Once the decision was made, we found a 

beautiful condominium located in 
Leesburg, VA, that would be constructed 
and ready for us in January 2021. It was 
exactly 30 minutes from each of our 
children’s homes, which made it ideal. The 
condo, about 1/3 the size of our Bay 
house, had no room for a layout. 

Now the big issue!!! What would I do with 
my precious 28’ X 48’ Large Scale NYC 
layout?  This layout was the sixth one I 
had built and the only one that was 
completely finished.  It had taken almost 8 
years to finish.  It was fully sceniced, 
signaled, DCC and sound equipped, and 
contained most of my large collection of 
1/29 scale locomotives, rolling stock, 
lighted buildings, vehicles and figures set 
in September 1954. 

A view of my layout as you enter the room. It is built on two levels and the photo is from the upper 
level.  Anderson, IN, is on the right and Muncie, IN, is on the left back under the cutout in the wall. 
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Downtown Anderson with some of my 
scratchbuilt and kitbashed buildings and part 
of my extensive vehicle collection. Note the 
sewer covers and power lines. 

Looking back at the entrance door to the 
room. The steel lift bridge gives access to the 
room. The back of the door is a bookcase. 

Downtown Indianapolis, IN, is in the 
background and is modeled in O-scale to 
provide some depth to the layout. 

After much thought and talking with my 
best friend, Dave Fuller, and fellow Large 
Scale modeler, I decided that I would tear 
down the layout, save some selected locos 
and rolling stock for display and sell the 
rest.  Sound easy?? 
 
I spent some time looking for dealers to 
buy my models, but then decided that the 
best bet would be to go to the annual East 
Coast Large Scale Train Show in 
Timonium, MD, in March and sell the 
collection there.  My reasoning was that I 
would find fellow Large Scale modelers to 
give my collection good homes and that 
the models would be appreciated and 
cared for like I had cared for them for 
almost 30 years. The decision was the 
easier part.  Now, how did I plan to do 
that?  
 
Thankfully, Dave volunteered to come and 
help me disassemble and sell the layout.  
Dave and I figured it would take about 
two weeks for the whole job including the 
three days at the train show. So we both 
made arrangements to fly to Maryland 
from Florida where we both were for the 
winter and arrived in early March to begin 
the task. 
 
I also knew another friend, O. T. Turner, 
would be able to help with the really 
heavy work of destruction, removal and 
transport.  He had the experience, 
equipment and vehicles for that.  
 
Upon arriving at our Maryland home, I 
spent a couple of hours taking photos and 
videos of my layout and saying good by to 
almost 20 years of work and the 
accumulation of all NYCS models I had 
assembled over an even longer period. 



The Inevitable Day	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2020 37	

Once I had done that I was ready to do the 
work required to take it all apart and find 
homes for everything. 
	
The next morning we began the job by 
removing, wrapping in bubble wrap, and 
boxing all of the locos and rolling stock 
into stacks sorted into piles going to the 
train show, to be transported to Florida by 
O.T. and those to go in storage to be 
moved to the new condo in VA. All of the 
locos and many of the rolling stock were 
returned to their original boxes. 

As I retrieved the models from the layout, 
Dave packed them in the boxes they came in if 
those boxes still existed. 

Dave wrapped and packed the models without 
original boxes into large moving boxes. You 

can see the bubble wrap he used to prevent 
damage.  This is only the beginning and the 
room was eventually completely filled with 
boxes. 

Next, we collected all of the autos, trucks, 
signals, power poles, buildings and figures 
and prepared them to be sold at the show.  
These were all wrapped in bubble wrap 
and placed in larger moving boxes.  

The farmhouse and windmill are waiting to be 
packed.  The barn, silo, and farm equipment 
and people are already gone from the layout.	

The firehouse and police station look pretty 
lonely without the large collection of fire 
engines, police cars and the firemen and 
policemen who manned them. 
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Some things, like the coaling tower, 
roundhouse, turntable and lift-bridge were 
removed and taken down to the garage to 
be reserved for people who had requested 
we sell directly to them from the house. 
Removing all of the remaining things and 
packing them took us another two full 
days to complete. 

 

My beloved coaling tower and a lonely 
standpipe await removal on the diminished 
layout. 

 

The turntable and powerhouse are about to be 
removed. The turntable is welded steel and 
weights about 15 pounds. It was custom made 
for me. 

The next day dawned for removing all of 
the track from the layout.  Since the track 
was screwed to the Homosote roadbed 
and the plywood below with drywall 
screws, a lot of hard work with battery-
powered drills was required. Dave 
worked from the floor and I worked 
kneeling directly on the layout platforms.  
That was very hard, physical labor for 
both of us. 

Dave Fuller is removing the track on the upper 
level of the layout. He worked from the floor 
removing the track nearest the edge of the 
layout while I worked up on the layout 
removing the track along the walls. 

Another view of the layout with the track 
removed. 
At this point the layout had become a 
mere shadow of its former beauty, with 
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nothing but torn outlines where the track 
had been and piles of track displaced on 
the layout.   

 
Track removed and piled up to be taken out 
through that window in the first photo above. 
	
We were ready for O.T. and his guys to 
help us finish tearing out the layout, 
removing the material from the second 
story room, and hauling it away to the 
dump. 
Monday morning arrived, as did O.T. and 
his guys.  We opened one of the windows 
in the room and began to toss the track out 
and down to the waiting tarp below.  
  
O.T. took one look at the room and told us 
to stand back and he would take it from 
there.  He began to take apart the 
platforms and legs holding them up and 

quickly chopped them into pieces that 
would fit through the open window.			

	
O.T. has taken down parts of the layout and is 
moving quickly to remove the remaining 
sections of the layout.  
 
He pushed those pieces through the 
window and his two helpers quickly 
carried all of it to the waiting trailer to be 
hauled away.   
 

 
All of the material removed from the layout 
came out through the window at the top and 
was collected on the blue tarp. It was then 
carried to the trailer for disposal. 
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The roundhouse was cut from the layout 
intact and is here on the garage floor, 
awaiting pick up by a fellow modeler. Note 
three removable roofs stacked behind. 

	

	
The remains of the layout piled in the trailer 
and pickup truck to be hauled away.  Dave 
Fuller is holding his lunch as he posed for this 
photo. 

One of the local model railroad clubs had 
posted info about my layout demise and 
that some items were for sale so a couple 
of members stopped by to take a look.  I 
gave one of them all of the track from my 
outdoor layout in return for his removing 
it and taking it away.  He did a good job of 
that and got a couple of hundred feet of 
brass track for his efforts. 
 

 
This is a view of my 1/20.3 narrow gauge and 
interurban outdoor layout. The lucky recipient 
of the track is shown here working to remove 
it from the layout. 
 
On Monday morning, all of the material 
going to the train show was stacked neatly 
in my garage.  The photos show the rows 
of boxes, which filled the garage. The 
trailer was positioned to be loaded on 
Thursday morning for the trip to the train 
show. 
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All of the material from the layout is boxed 
and ready for loading in the trailer shown in 
the bottom photo.  The material would 
completely fill this trailer. 

By	 Tuesday	 afternoon,	 O.T.	 and	 his	 cousin	
Douglas	 had	 completely	 cleaned	 the	 train	
room.		It	looked	like	the	day	we	moved	into	
the	 house	 before	 I	 started	 construction	 on	
the	layout.		Note	in	the	photos	the	backdrop	
still	 painted	 on	 the	 walls.	 	 That	 will	 be	
covered	 over	 in	 the	 “agreeable”	 gray	 paint	
that	decorates	the	rest	of	the	home.	 	Not	as	
interesting	as	the	backdrop	but	it	will	make	
the	 “bonus	 room”	 much	 more	 desirable	 to	
future	buyers. 

 

 

 
The train room is restored to its original 
condition and waiting repainting. It is as if 
the layout never existed.  
 



The Inevitable Day	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2020 42	

On Thursday the trailer was loaded with 
all of the boxes and driven to Timonium 
for the train show.  Dave and I arrived at 
the show about 11:00 on Thursday 
morning to check out the venue and claim 
our spot at the show. O.T. and Douglas 
arrived with the trailer about noon and 
unloaded all of the boxes of trains and we 
began the job of setting up as a vendor. 

The East Coast Large Scale Train Show has 
been held for over 20 years but has 
changed location a few times.  In recent 
years it had declined in attendees and 
dealers, but in 2020 it rebounded to be a 
very large show.  There were many more 
modular layouts being set up and many 
vendors setting up to sell.  We were 
assigned a double booth area in the back 
of the facility.  While O.T. and	 Douglas	
unloaded	 the	 trailer,	 Dave	 and	 I	 set	 up	 the	
booth.		

	

	

	
In the photo below left, Dave Fuller is 
unpacking the models to go into the booth 
shown in the second photo on the left. The 
photo above is the large sign we posted at the 
booth showing what all was for sale. 
 
Immediately, people began coming by and 
asking if we were ready to sell. Apparently 
my models were very desirable items, and 
we had priced to sell.  

 
This is a view of our booth once it was set up 
and before the buyers began to swamp us. 
 
I had been advised not to accept checks 
and only take cash or credit cards.  
Fortunately, my son, David, had advised 
me to set up an account with Square so 
that I could take credit cards for sales. 
Good advice.   I purchased a Square 
scanner from Office Depot, set up the 



The Inevitable Day	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2020 43	

account, and quickly practiced using the 
scanner before going to the show.  In spite 
of all the preparation, we were almost 
overwhelmed with people purchasing my 
collection. 

  
Another view of the booth with much of the 
material for sale still in the large boxes under 
the tables. 
 
Although the show was not open to the 
public on Thursday, we sold half of the 
models by the time we had the booth fully 
set up. Luckily, son David joined us about 
the time we started selling, or we would 
never have gotten the booth setup because 
of the frenzied selling. 
 
Things died down around 5:00 so we 
closed up and went to find our hotel.  
Then Dave, David and I went out for 
dinner and then followed son David’s 
directions to a wonderful microbrewery 
for some great beverages. Back at the hotel 
we enjoyed a good night’s rest. 
 
Friday morning came quickly. We got 
ready, ate breakfast at the hotel, and we 
went to the convention site to prepare for a 
major day of selling. On arrival, we were 
informed that the Maryland governor had 
declared that all large public events were 
banned and the show would not be 

opening to the public because of Covid-19.  
You can imagine our dismay at that 
announcement.  However, the decision 
was made that vendors could take the full 
day to dismantle their booths. Although 
the show would not officially open, the 
doors to the facility would be wide open 
and people stopping by would be allowed 
to come in for free. 
 
So Friday became another successful day 
for us because other vendors and 
sightseers stopped by the booth to make 
purchases. About 3:00 pm activities died 
down so we started dismantling the booth 
and we called O.T. to bring the truck and 
trailer to help us load up the unsold stock.  
 
Both days, with no breaks, the three of us 
were constantly engaged selling and 
packaging the models for buyers.  It was 
very hectic but satisfying to see the great 
interest in my collection. We sold over two 
hundred items during those two days. 
 
After loading everything back into the 
trailer, I realized that we had sold about 
75% of the items we had taken to the 
show.  Counting up the receipts I 
calculated that I had only recovered about 
30% of the original cost of all of the items 
brought to the show. I was not 
disappointed with the financial outcome; I 
was very pleased that the majority of my 
collection had gone to good homes. I was 
counting on these modelers to take good 
care of the models and enjoy them as I had 
for many years.  
 
Once O.T. and Douglas had the trailer 
packed and were on their way to my 
home, we three returned to the motel to 
pack up.  Buddy Dave and I headed back 
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to my house and son David headed to his 
home. He is leaving in the photo below. 

 
 
After stopping for dinner on the way, 
friend Dave and I arrived home to find 
that the material left from the show had 
been neatly stacked in my garage. 

 
Although we sold about 75% of the material 
we took to the show, there still is a large 
number of models and material yet unsold.  
 
Now as we wait for our new place to be 
built, I have constructed a set of shelves in 
our Florida condo to display my HO- and 
Large-Scale locos and rolling stock since I 

am unable to continue to have a layout.  
Currently I have a set of shelves like these 
in our Maryland house where I display 
locos and rolling stock that could not fit on 
my layout.  Those models will be moved 
into our VA new condo for display there. 

 
These are the shelves displaying many of the 
models that would not fit on my layout in 
Maryland.  They will be moved into our new 
condo in Virginia. 
	
I put track, ballast, backdrops and figures 
on a similar set of display shelves in 
Florida.  Once the travel Corona Virus 
restrictions are removed and the models 
are delivered to Florida, I will finish the 
static display on this set of shelves.	

	
These photos show the shelves in Florida and 
some of the HO-scale models in place on one 
of them. The remaining shelves will hold the 
Large-scale locos and rolling stock that will 
eventually arrive.   
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Photos show some details of the HO-scale 
shelf on my Florida home. 

Modelers who have devoted years in 
building their layout will have to face the 
prospect of removing them and finding 
homes for their models.  Hopefully, you 
will start early to think about this and be 
as satisfied as I have been in making sure 
that all of your hard work and investment 
in the hobby would be appreciated by 
other modelers. You will have created no 
major issue for your loved ones in 
knowing what to do with your precious 
collection. My wife considers my work to 
dispose of the layout a blessing and relief 
for her and our children because she had 
dreaded the very thought of destroying 
my creativity and joy. 

I have had to assist survivors deal with 
figuring out what to do with their spouse’s 
layout and models.  It is a very difficult 
thing for them to do.  I hope that you 
begin to plan for this event well before it 
becomes your spouse or children’s 
problem.	

Videos of Noel’s Departed 
Layout 

You may view these at the following: 
 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2014
/04/img_0320.mov 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lre
Fh4b-Bz8 
 
Noel’s layout was also feature in the 
February 2011 Railroad Model Craftsman. 
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Article by Stan Madyda          Photos by Stan 
Stan had written other articles for us but I 
approached him about writing some more.  
He responded with this, so I thought I 
would share it with all of you. 

This model started out with a Red 
Caboose NYC 42’ fish belly flatcar kit and 
the tractor load from Sunshine Models.  I 
first painted the deck of the flat car with 
inexpensive craft store gray paint.  I then 
dry brushed various earth colors.  I mostly 
use Americana brand paints – Desert 
Sand, Raw Umber, Mississippi Mud, Light 
Cinnamon and Russet – until I get the 
desired look.   For the rust on the side of 
the car, I dry brushed Americana Raw 
Siena. 

 

 
The flatcar load is a resin kit produced by 
Sunshine Models many years ago.   
 

I built the tractors according to the 
directions, painting as I went along.  The 
Farmall tractors are painted with a Floquil 
Soo Line Red and is not an exact match, 
but I feel close enough.  The red was 
airbrushed while the other colors were 
brush painted.  Decals come with kit.  I 
glued the tractors to the flat car but used 
chocks supplied with the kit and heavy 
thread to give it a more realistic look. 

 
The kits were built for and photographed 
on John Stamatov’s Muscoot Valley 
Railroad.  You can still find the kits at train 
shows and on EBay, although the 
Sunshine kit is the more rare of the two.  
Walthers has RTR tractors, which would 
make a good substitute. 
 

 
This is a Proto 2000 NYC Gondola kit that I 
built following the instructions. 

I painted the floor a mixture of earth colors 
and grays.  I used inexpensive craft store 
paint.  Cribbing was glued to the floor to 
support the load.  I then sprayed the car 
with Dullcote and used Pan Pastels for 
further weathering.  The load is a Jaeger 
Products pipe load kit.  These kits may be 
hard to find, but K&S tubing makes a 
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good substitute.  Simply cut to the desired 
length and build the load using CA gel 
glue.  Black thread was then wrapped 
around the load and I very lightly applied 
some rust color Pan Pastel. 
 
With time on my hands, I will get back to 
building models.  I have a Funaro and 
Camerlengo caboose kit that I have started 
that could become an article.  I also have 
the West Shore station that was produced 
several years ago by Old & Weary Car 
Shops.  I'd be happy to do an article on its 
construction.  A short article might be an 
addendum to the Woodard Station article I 
might add a small freight platform.   
 
At some point, I would like to do the 
concept I have for a layout, which I better 
get started on or plan to live a healthy life 
up to 110 years of age.  You had suggested 
kits I plan to use.  While the idea is not to 
be entirely prototypical, I think some of 
what I want to do makes sense and will be 
good for operation.  While Kingston did 
not have a dairy or bakery on line, I'd like 
to have them for operation purposes, all 
subject to change. 
 
I am including all of this to encourage those of 
you out there who have not shared your 
modeling with us.  I have these kinds of email 
exchanges all the time with potential authors. 
 
I hope that Stan carries through with these 
article ideas and I am sure the articles will 
prove interesting and informative. Let’s wait 
and see if Stan writes some more for us and I 
will wait and see if any of you decide to share 
with us some of the projects you have been 
doing during this ongoing crises.         nfw 
 

Some of Noel’s Modeling 
Memories 

A farmers’ market kitbashed from a birdhouse.

A small scratchbuilt old time garage next to 
the market and a nicely painted home.  Note 
the street lights and power poles. My blue & 
white 1953 Chevy is parked there to. It was 
my first auto in 1960. 

Turntable, roundhouse, power plant, coal 
conveyer, coaling tower – all now gone. 
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Latest Update on the NYCSHS 2021  

Convention 

 

The	50th	Anniversary	NYCSHS	

Convention Has Been Moved to 

May 14 – 16, 2021 in Cleveland 

It will be at the Holiday Inn 

Cleveland South. 

If you have registered for the 2020 convention, you will be able to ask for a 
refund, or tell us to move your registration for the 2021 convention.  Refunds will 
be issue in full upon request, but please allow some time because multiple 
people working from home have to get the payment records and addresses 
together and the treasurer will have to produce a stack of checks. 

Specific details for the 2021 Convention will be announced once they are all 
worked out by the Society. 

If you do not wish to have your registrations moved to the new dates, please 
contact Ralph Schiring at nycrrstore@cox.net or 402-203-5931 and he will arrange 
for a refund. 

If you wish to have your registrations moved to next year at the new date, please 
contact Ralph Schiring at nycrrstore@cox.net or 402-203-5931 

The Holiday Inn Cleveland South asks that you contact them to cancel your 
reservation for 2020 if you have already made them, or move or reserve your 
2021 hotel room.   They can be reached at 216-524-8050. 

We will be holding a belated 50th Anniversary celebration in our 51st year as a 
Society.  Don’t miss it. 

Additional registration information for the 2021 convention will be released shortly.  
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Article by Tom Long 
          

Photos by Tom except as noted 

Trying to model the New York Central in 
n-scale can at times be challenging. N-scale 
still lacks models of many of the signature 
locomotives and rolling stock employed 
by the NYC. However, for those of us 
modeling the Great Steel Fleet, there are 
more models of New York Central 
passenger equipment available than many 
may realize. The intent of this article is to 
provide a list of ready to run models that 
are available individually and are actual 
models of, or extremely close-to models of 
NYC passenger cars. Of course, 
“extremely close-to” is subjective and your 
measure may be different. For those 
looking for more information on car types, 
names, and numbers, goods sources 
include our very own NYCSHS archive, 
the “Pullman Project” webpage	
http://www.pullmanproject.com/, and the 
“Canada Southern Railway” webpage 
(http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/
home.htm). These resources were heavily 
used in my research for this article, as was 
the book New York Central’s Lightweight 
Passenger Cars, Trains and Travel by 
Geoffrey H. Doughty. 

Head-End Cars 

The natural place to start is always the 
head end equipment, for which there are a 
few heavyweight car models available.  

Micro-Trains #148 00 000-series heavy-
weight mail/baggage car is based on 
Burlington Route prototype, but is also a 
close representation of the NYC’s 5000-
series 70ft steel mail/baggage cars. In this 
case the number of rivet lines isn’t correct, 
but that’s not very noticeable in n-scale. 

These first of these cars were built in 1910 
and some of these cars lasted until 1955.

Car diagram of the NYC 5000-series 70ft 
steel mail/baggage car. 

 
Micro-Trains heavyweight mail/baggage car, 
which is a close representation of the NYC’s 
5000-series 70ft steel mail/baggage cars. Photo 
from Micro-Trains’ website. 

Next is another Micro-Trains product, the 
#140 00 000-series 60ft heavyweight RPO. 
According to the Internet chatter, the 
model is based on either a New Haven or 
Burlington Route prototype. Regardless, it 
is also very close to some of the NYC’s ex-
Big Four RPOs numbers 4873-4902. These 
cars ran from 1914-1968. 

 

Micro-Trains 60ft heavyweight RPO, which is 
a close representation of the NYC/Big Four 
RPO, numbers 4873-4902. Photo from the 
MicroTrains’ website. 

It also appears that RPOs with this 
window configuration were more 
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prevalent prior to the 1940s, as 
photographic evidence shows of this type 
were converted to 4-widow RPOs later in 
their careers. 

 
B&A RPO 934 at Springfield, MA 7-12-1934. 
This car is similar to the Micro-Trains 60’ 
heavyweight RPO. Photo Bob’s Photos. 

Next up is another RPO, this time the 
Atlas six-window RPO. While a bit rare on 
the NYC, the railroad did in fact have 2 of 
these 6-window RPOs, 4911 and 4912. 

 

Atlas 6-window RPO, which is close to NYC 
6-window RPOs 4911 and 4912. Photo from 
the Atlas website. 

Coaches 

There are several options for New York 
Central coaches in both heavyweight and 
streamlined varieties. 

The Micro-Trains single window coach is a 
model of the ubiquitous NYC heavy-
weight single window coach of which 
there were hundreds. This particular 
model is of the version with the solid letter 

board. These cars could be found all over 
the system.  

Micro-Trains’ single-widow heavyweight 
coach. These cars are models of the NYC 
heavyweight single window coach. Photo 
from the Micro-Trains’ website.   

 

Micro-Trains’ single-window coach is two-
tone grey and runs on 4-wheel Commonwealth 
passenger trucks. Built by Standard Steel 
Company in the 1910s as coach #2137, this car 
was renumbered #1948 in 1950.  

The Walthers corrugated streamlined 
coach is model 3000-series 64-seat P-S 
coaches. There were 153 of these, #3000-
3152, built in 1946 for general service as lot 
2169. The molds for these models were 
sold by Walther a few years ago and are 
now owned by Lowell Smith. 

  

 

Walthers corrugated streamlined coach, which 
is a model of NYC’s Pullman-Standard built 
3000-series coaches delivered in 1946. Photo 
from Walthers’ website. 



Models of the NYCS Passenger Fleet in N-Scale	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2020 51	

 
Car diagram of the NYC 3000-series coaches. 

A second streamlined coach type is also 
available, this time from Bachmann. The 
firm’s smooth side coach is a based on the 
2600-series coaches built by P-S (lot 2140, 
#2600-2644) and ACF (lot 2141, #2645-
2669).  

 

Bachmann smooth side coach based on the 
NYC 2600-series coaches built by P-S and 
ACF. Photo from the Bachmann’s website. 

These cars were delivered to the System in 
1941. Note there were additional cars in 
this series, #2670-2694, were built by 
Pressed Steel Car Company at the same 
time that had riveted sides. The model is a 
bit crude by today’s model standards, and 
some of the detailing such as the roof 
vents and grab irons are not correct, but in 
N-scale one could get away with it as is. 

 

Car diagram of the NYC 2600-series coach. 

Diners 

For those modeling the streamlined era, 
there is a diner available. The Inter-
mountain/Centralia Car Shops (CCS) 
“eastern diner” is a model of the 440-446 
general several diners. These diners were 
built by Pullman-Standard in 1948 as lot 
2188 for general service. 

 

Centralia Car Shops “eastern diner” modeled 
after the NYC general service diners 440-446 
built by P-S. Photo from the Centralia Car 
Shop’s website. 

 

Car diagram of the NYC general service diners 
440-446. 

Pullmans 

A number of Pullman cars of both 
heavyweight and streamlined are also 
available in n-scale. Though not unique in 
design to the New York Central, I’ve 
included them since these were used 
throughout the System and are needed to 
accurately model many trains of the Great 
Steel Fleet. 

Micro-Trains makes a number of 
heavyweight Pullman cars that are correct 
for the NYC. All Micro-Trains Pullmans 
listed here include mechanical air 
conditioning. First up is the most common 
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of all heavyweight Pullmans, the 12-1 
sleeper. The Micro-Trains car is modeled 
after Plan 3140. A number of naming 
conventions appear to have been used for 
these cars. 

 

Micro-Trains 12-1 heavyweight sleeper. Photo 
from the Micro-Trains’ website. 

The second heavyweight Pullman offered 
by Micro-Trains is the 10-1-2 sleeper. The 
Micro-Trains car modeled after Plan 3585. 
These cars were the “Lake” series on the 
NYC. 

 

Micro-Trains 10-1-2 heavyweight sleeper. 
Photo From Micro-Trains website. 

Micro-Trains also offers a non-sleeper 
Pullman in the form of a 28-1 parlor. While 
NYC isn’t known for their use of parlor 
cars, they did have some. Originally 
named for women, some of the cars had 
the names removed and numbers added 
around 1942. 

 

Micro-Trains 28-1 heavyweight parlor. Photo 
from Micro-Trains’ website. 

For those wishing to model the 
streamlined era, several models of 
Pullman-Standard sleepers are available 
from CCS. All are from the pre-war era 

and are available both the 1940 20th 
Century Limited scheme and the post-war 
two-tone gray. 

First is the 18-roomette sleeper. The 
members of this series were built in 1938, 
1939, and 1940 to plans 4068E, H, and J, 
respectively. The 1938 additions are 
actually 17 roomette/1 section cars but are 
externally identical to the 18-roomette 
versions. These cars were named in the 
“City of” series. 

 

Centralia Car Shops 18-roomette P-S sleeper. 
Photo from Micro-Trains’ website. 

CCS also makes a 4-4-2 sleeper. These cars 
were built in 1938, 1939, and 1940 to plans 
4069B, 4069D, and 4069E, respectively. All 
cars were originally in the “Imperial” 
series, however the 1938 cars were 
changed to the “Bridge” series in 1949. 

 

Centralia Car Shops 4-4-2 P-S sleeper. 
Photo from Centralia Car Shops’ website. 

Another car offered by CCS is the 13-
bedroom “County” series sleeper.  

 

Centralia Car Shops 13-double bedroom P-S 
sleeper. Photo from Centralia Car Shops’ 
website. 
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As with the previous 2 sleeper designs, 
these cars were built in 1938, 1939, and 
1940 to plans 4071A, B, and C, respect-
ively. 

The last car offered by CCS is the 10-5 
“Cascade” series sleeper. These cars were 
built in 1938 (plan 4072A) and in 1939 
(plans 4072B and 4072C).   

 

Centralia Car Shops 10-5 P-S sleeper. Photo 
from Centralia Car Shops’ website. 

Observations 

For those modeling trains needing an 
observation car to bring up the rear, there 
is both a heavyweight and streamlined car 
available.  

The heavyweight car is by Micro-Trains 
and is 3-2 observation of plan 3959D 
design. These were the Park series on the 
NYC. 

 

Micro-Trains 3-2 heavyweight observation. 
Photo From Micro-Trains’ website. 

The streamlined observation is by CCS 
and is of the “River” series 2-1-1 
streamlined observations. Originally these 
cars, of which there were 3, were built for 
the Southwestern Limited. They saw 
service on the 20th Century during World 
War II. These “River” series observations 
were eventually sold to the B&O in 1956. 

 

Centralia Car Shops “River”-series observa-
tion. Photo from Centralia Car Shops’ 
website. 

As can be seen, there are actually quite a 
bit of available options for modeling the 
Great Steel Fleet in n-scale.  The options 
should only get better with the pending 
release by Kato on the 1948 20th Century 
Limited. 

This article provides a very useful reference 
for N-scale passenger cars.  We would hope 
that other modelers would provide a similar 
article in the other scales.           nfw

 

These are three Morning Sun books we have for sale in the Collinwood Shop will also 
provide much information, details, and photos of NYCS passenger cars.  Check them out 

today at:  https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html 
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Kato Announces A N-Scale NYC 20th Century Limited 
This opens a whole new number of N-scale passenger cars that Tom didn’t cover in his 

article, because they were announced after his article was finished. 

 

 

Called “The Most Famous Train in the World”, the New York Central 20th Century Limited is 
one of the classic and most recognizable named trains of the 20th Century. Headed by some 
of the world’s most famous locomotives and connecting the great cities of New York City 
and Chicago, the 20th Century Limited - along with its competitor from the Pennsylvania Rail 
Road the Broadway Limited - operated for more than 60 years. 

These are available in the Collinwood Shop and NYCSHS discount prices for members.  The 
models are offered as 9-car and 4-car sets, in lighted and unlighted models, and the mated E-7As 
are offered in DC, DCC, & DCC w/sound.  Check them out at: 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Kato_c_198.html 
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Article by Richard L. Stoving Photos by Rich 
“Wanna see my layout?”  I ask the question of houseguests who might have some idea of 
what a “layout” might be.  If they answer in the affirmative, I lead them to the basement, 
and at the foot of the stairs they encounter not a layout, but an 8-foot-wide display cabinet 
filled with models, some painted, some not, and the reasonably presentable members of a 
lifetime collection of railroadiana.  Members of the collection such as rusted-out marker 
lights and bricks salvaged from demolished roundhouses are relegated to the garage. 

My guests don’t yet see a layout, because this display cabinet, which I had custom-built, sits 
squarely in front of the 8-foot-wide end of the east leg of my folded-dogbone layout.   

Three tracks of my HO-scale representation of New York Central’s Hudson Division make 
part of a half-circle turn through it, and their passing can be seen through a little trackside 
window built into the cabinet.  Small fry visiting the layout enjoy watching trains pass 
behind this little window. 

To the right of the cabinet, mainline tracks 1 and 2 emerge through a representation of the 
east portal of Fort Montgomery Tunnel, and to the left the same two tracks emerge through 
the west portal of Spurious Tunnel. It is so named because while it is representative of the 
kind of rock-hewn tunnels that are typical of several on the line, it doesn’t accurately 
represent any one of them.  The third track doesn’t emerge anywhere in sight; it is a hidden 
reverse loop. 

By 2011, almost all of the scenery on my layout had reached a reasonable level of 
completion.  One corner remained to be scenicked, and it included the entrance to Spurious 
Tunnel.  I took 24 photos of the ensuing process, and several follow, with explanatory 
captions. 

 

This is the display cabinet that guests see 
when arriving in the basement.  Note the little 
window beneath the upper section, through 
which trains can be seen rounding the curve at 
the end of the dogbone. 

 
This view sets the stage for the project.   It 
looks toward the back of the display cabinet.  
An extension of existing scenery behind the 
mainline tracks, built of Styrofoam with an 
added layer of plaster to allow sculpted rock, 
appears in the center. The notch in the back of 
the cabinet that permits the tracks to pass 
close to window in the front of the cabinet 
shows in the photo, as well as the light-blue 
“sky” of tempered 1/8” hardboard that curves 
to the rear corner of the display cabinet.
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In this view, the extended scenery and a 
plywood “Hudson River” has been added and 
painted.  The little brick structure, orphaned 
off a previous layout, is a temporary stand-in 
for an interlocking tower. 

This view looks in the opposite direction, 
toward a previously scenicked section of the 
layout.  An E7-hauled passenger train 
approaches on Track 2, although both tracks 

have yet to be ballasted in the project area.  A 
self-enforced rule required that operation be 
possible at the end of each scenicking 
operation.  Note the section of plaster painted 
dark black beside Track 1.  This will become 
part of the inside wall of the tunnel.  

Guardrails have now been added to both 
tracks, and they have also been ballasted for 
as far inside the tunnel as anyone could see.  A 
stack of three pieces of 2-inch Styrofoam has 
been cemented into place to form the outside 
wall of the tunnel as well as a foundation for 
additional scenery. 

This view looks in the opposite direction and 
shows an extension of the inside tunnel wall.  
This extension is only ¼” thick, since it had to 
fit between Track 1 and the concentric reverse 
loop track.  Note also the notch in the vertical 
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pieces of Styrofoam to provide clearance for 
the reverse loop, which at this point is 
climbing to a higher elevation to cross over 
mainline tracks at the other end of the layout. 

 
Another vertical Styrofoam member has been 
added, this one with a carved plaster facing to 
represent the tunnel portal and the original 
excavation.  The layout’s front board has also 
been added, providing the intended front 
scenery contour.  Tunnel clearances on the 
Hudson Division were and still are very 
restrictive, so to provide the correct effect, the 
portal clearance is far below the NMRA 
standard.  There can be no reaching into 
tunnels to re-rail equipment on my layout!  
The use of my clearance car was essential 
during every stage of this project. 

 
Here five additional vertical Styrofoam 
members have been added, supported on a 
horizontal Styrofoam bridge that spans the 

three tracks below.  Note the heavy block of 
steel and the protruding roofing nail used to 
keep these members in alignment while the 
Weldbond adhesive I used for this project was 
setting.  These members were rough-contoured 
with a hot knife, and four of them have been 
final-contoured with a scraper to meet the 
front board.  The remaining several members 
will have to be shaped so as to meet both the 
hardboard “sky” and the front board. 

 
In this view, the final vertical Styrofoam 
members have been added and contoured, and 
a small piece of Styrofoam has been added and 
shaped to complete the riverbank.  Yes, the 
stand-in structure was moved before train 
movements resumed. 

 
The scene begins to take shape in this view, 
showing painting of the rock face, and 
preliminary landscaping using mostly 
Woodland Scenics products. 
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This view looks in the opposite direction and 
shows additional attention given to 
landscaping in the form of bushes, trees, rocks, 
fallen trees, and other details.  My trees were 
made of several lengths of picture wire wound 
together, then strands separated to represent 
smaller and smaller branches.  Epoxy, paint, 
and Woodland Scenics material for “leaves” 
completed each tree.  I mass-produced about 
two dozen trees at a time. 

 
The finished scene.  Telegraph poles with the 
correct number of arms and insulators for this 
location, and a low-clearance warning telltale 
have been added.  A typical NYC brick tower 
with simulated mechanical rodding will 
ultimately replace the stand-in Atlas tower. 

 

Super Hudson J-3a 5451 emerges from 
Spurious Tunnel with an unidentified 
westbound limited and enters four-track 
territory along the east shore of the Hudson 
River. 

The word scenicking is a made-up gerund to 
substitute for "creating scenery on a model 
railroad”.  Some spell it scenicing.            nfw                

 

 

 

NYC Hudson Division timetables. 
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 Order Your NYCSHS 2020 50th Anniversary  T-Shirt 
Today So That You Will Have It For The 2021 Convention
 Again this year we have worked with Daylight Sales to develop a unique t-shirt for the 
convention.  The shirt features a NYCS Blue Logo on the left front and a graphic for our 50th 
Anniversary Year on the back.  The shirts come in short and long sleeves in sizes S, M, L, XL, 
XXL and XXXL.  The long sleeve shirts come with and without pockets. 

They are available for order now and can be picked up at the Convention to save 
postage. You may also order them to be shipped after the Convention.  All are 
available in the Collinwood Shop. 

Front   Back 
Pick up at the convention and no shipping charge added.  Order now and after the 
convention they can be shipped to you and shipping will be added.  Ohio residents will pay 
8% Ohio sales tax. 

Shirt pricing:  Short sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $15.98, XXL & XXXL $17.98 

 Long sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $18.67 XXL & XXXL $20.67 

Long sleeve with pockets M, L, X NYCSHS Members $23.46, XXL & XXXL $25.46 

To order in the Collinwood Shop: http://www.nycshs.net/Convention-
Registration_c_23.html 

2021

noelwiddifield
Highlight

noelwiddifield
Highlight
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New York Central System 50th Anniversary 

2020 50th Anniversary T-Shirt Order Form 

Please Print 
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country____________ Telephone_______________ Email_____________________ 

Number of T-shirts Purchased: 

Short Sleeve S___  M___  L___  XL___ XXL___ XXXL___ 

Long Sleeve S___  M___  L___  XL___ XXL___ XXXL___ 

Long Sleeve with Pocket S___  M___  L___  XL___ XXL___ XXXL___ 

Shirt pricing:  Short sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $15.98, XXL & XXXL $17.98 
 Long sleeve S, M, L, XL NYCSHS Members $18.67 XXL & XXXL $20.67 

Long sleeve with pockets M, L, X NYCSHS Members $23.46, XXL & XXXL $25.46 

Pick up at the convention and no shipping charge added.  Order now and after the 
convention they can be shipped to you and shipping must be added.  Ohio residents must 
pay 8% Ohio sales tax. If you wish them shipped, add $8.00 shipping charge. 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 
(US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 

NYCSHS 
2021 T-Shirts 
P.O. Box 328 
Shady Side MD 20764 

2021

noelwiddifield
Highlight
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Article by Ed Enyedy Photos by Ed except as noted 
Layout Sneak Preview – Now We Hope For The 2021 Convention! 
With the 2020 convention, now rescheduled for May 16 – 18, 2021, I had written about 
progress on my HO scale New York Central layout set in 1933.  My plan was for the layout 
to be open for viewing as part of the convention activities.  I’ll highlight three main projects 
I’ve been working on in preparation for the convention. 
 
Lincoln Electric 
I like researching old maps and find them helpful for finding railroad routes and buildings 
of the past.   Within the Cleveland Public Library digital archives I discovered G.M. Hopkins 
Plat Book of Cleveland, OH Vol. 3 1933-1942.  Plate 24 illustrates the Lincoln Electric track 
arrangement and is what I duplicated on my layout.  A spur from the LS&MS main line 
served Lincoln for many years.  The old building still stands and appears to be an 
abandoned warehouse with only two sidings remaining from the original track.  Lincoln did 
not move to the present location in Euclid until 1957. 

 
Map from G.M. Hopkins Plat Book.   National Acme Company made supplies for Wile E. Coyote. 
Having seen several excellent examples of 
paper printed structures; I decided to shift 
away from my typical plastic fabrication 
methods and ventured into the world of 
paper to model the Lincoln Electric 
factory.   All the walls and roof were 
fabricated from matte board and adhered 
with wood glue.   If I build another paper 
building, I’ll return to a plastic 
substructure for better structural stability 

and more precise edges.  I purchased the 
brick pattern for a very minimal download 
fee.   I like the pattern because the repeat 
coloring is blended well.   The walls and 
roof were first glued together and then the 
brick paper sheets were rough cut 
oversized, sprayed with 3M adhesive and 
applied to the structure.   I used a sharp 
knife to trim the excess and wrapped a 
small amount around the corners.  



It Was a 2020 NYCSHS Convention Layout Projects Preview	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2020 62	

Windows came from both Grandt Line™ 
and Tichy Trains™.   So far I am pleased 
with the overall brick appearance, as the 
multicolored brick pattern is not some-
thing I could achieve with painting.   

 
West end of Lincoln Electric.  A siding runs 
through most of the length of the building and 
the windows provide light for loading and 
unloading. 

 
The curved tracks wrapped around the East 
building and accessed a small yard serving 
National Acme Corp. and Willard Battery.   
Willard Battery is where my grandfather 
worked as a chemist.  My mom used to 
proudly tell stories how he invented batteries 
with longer life, allowing the US submarines 
to stay under water longer than the German 
submarines during WWII, and therefore 
provided a contribution to winning the war. 

 
Lincoln Electric in the 1930's.   That's the 
mainline where the Great Steel Fleet would 
rush by.   Downtown Cleveland (west) is to 
the right in the picture.  Photo collection of 
Lincoln Electric. 

 
The depot in its heyday of 1915.  Note the 
semaphore to the right of the picture.  In later 
years the chimney was removed.  Collection of 
the Western Reserve Railroad Association. 
 
I frequently ride my bike to the Painesville 
Depot as it makes a nice destination and 
stopping point.   The dedicated volunteers 
of the Western Reserve Railroad 
Association are steadily restoring the 
handsome depot and host a variety of 
railfanning events, including the Lincoln 
Funeral Train replica a few years back. 

 
The depot is coming back to life and looking 
snappy. 
I like to model structures people 
recognize, and the Painesville depot was a 
good candidate.  The curved roof at the 
eastern end as well as the flowing roofline 
over the ticket window presented a scratch 
building challenge.   I’ve chosen to create a 
CAD model of the depot with the 
intention of using a 3D printing service to 
make it a reality.   The walls, windows and 
doors have followed straightforward CAD 
drawing techniques.   The numerous slate 
roof shingles caused many instances of 
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slowing down or locking up my computer.   
Several times I thought I was almost done, 
only to discover the computer wouldn’t do 
another operation or convert the file to a 
format for 3D printing. 
 
My plan is to 3D print the depot in pieces 
much like a plastic kit.   The windows, 

doors and roof supports are all separate 
items for easier painting.   The walls are 
divided into 4 pieces, allowing for a 
denser print volume and lowering the 
printing costs.   The roof is over 17” long 
in HO-scale, too large for most 3D 
printers, and will be divided into two 
pieces.

 

 
The model is complete except for the doors.   The next step is to convert it for printing and see 
what printing errors may occur. 

 
Modeling the curved roof over the ticket window was a tedious affair.  It’s an important 
architectural element of the depot.  A prime spot on my layout is reserved for the depot with 
multiple viewing angles. 
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This 1907 trackside view shows the beautiful 
rooflines and balanced appearance.  Photo 
Collection of the Western Reserve Railroad 
Association. 
 
I was discussing my plans with Tom Long 
at the Buffalo convention.   He mentioned 
he would like a model of the East 
Brookfield depot, which turns out to be a 
similar form to the Painesville Depot, and 
he faced identical challenges modeling the 
roof.  Once I finish the Painesville Depot, 
I’ll revise the model to represent the East 
Brookfield station for Tom.    It is a smaller 
cousin designed in the same Richardson 
Romanesque style.   Sadly, the arson 
damage in 2010 was too severe and the 
building no longer stands.    I read where 
several of these Richardson Romanesque 
depots throughout the system but have 
not confirmed it.   

 
East Brookfield Station in August 2007. Tom 
Long Photo. 

 
Before the arson, CSX was considering tearing 
down the depot because of its proximity to the 
tracks.   A conservation group was attempting 
to have the station moved to save it. Tom 
Long Photo. 
 
Alfred H. Smith Memorial Bridge 
My condensed model of the Alfred H. 
Smith Memorial Bridge forms the layout’s 
focal point, extending the length of the 
layout’s lower level.   The bridge extends 
over 10’ and is scratch-built from Central 
Valley trusses, Micro Engineering open 
deck bridge girder parts and styrene sheet.   
 
Sheets of high-density polyethylene 
(HDPE) form the curved backdrop and 
hide the upper level wiring.  Just a few 
screws hold the flexible backdrop in place.  
When working on the upper level, the 
screws can be removed and the backdrop 
lowered a few inches to gain access to the 
top-level wiring.   Splicing the HDPE 
sheets together required a special 
cyanoacrylate and primer to get a good 
bond. 

East end of the bridge, showing the backdrop 
installation and the scenery foundation. 
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The backdrop photos are a collage of 
several scenes.  Most of the images were 
taken during our Cass Scenic Railroad 

train ride up to Bald Knob.   A few other 
photos are from the Allegheny Bike trail in 
Pennsylvania.   I did not have access to a 
decent photo-editing program and 
performed the alterations in PowerPoint.   
I started by setting the page size 50”x17”.  
One mountain image was placed into the 
slide to represent the distant mountains, 
followed by another representing a closer 
mountain.   PowerPoint’s “Format Picture 
Tools” were used to brighten the closer 
mountain range.   When I printed the 
pictures, the green coloring did not match 
my trees or ground cover.   This was fixed 
by overlaying a transparent green 
rectangle over the scene and adjusting the 
color and transparency to get the right 
hue.   It took several tries before the color 
looked just right.   To print the backdrop, 
the PowerPoint file was saved to a .pdf 
format.   When in Adobe Acrobat, there is 
an option to “Poster” print the file.   The 
poster option automatically takes the large 

page and divides the image into pages 
meeting the printer’s capabilities, in this 
case 11x17.  The sky was trimmed from the 

printed images, which were then secured 
to the backdrop with 3M spray adhesive. 

 
The Western end of the bridge before the 
backdrop was installed. 
  
Styrofoam forms the basic shape of the 
mountains.   Hydrocal rock castings 
provide scenic interest without drawing 
too much attention away from the bridge.   
Since I was casting a lot of rocks and using 
the plaster to cover the Styrofoam base, I 
found a local monster-model shop that 
economically sold 50 lb. bags of Hydrocal. 
 

	

	
Mirror	axis	

Transparent	green	rectangle	Distant	mountain	

Closer	mountain	
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My technique for making trees is slow and 
is best described as “how to scenic your 
layout instead of doing something 
productive.”   The trees were made from 
ScenicExpress™ “SuperTrees™” and leaf 
flocking. 

 
One of the many miniature trees planted on 
the valley walls. 
 
 All the trees on the layout at this time 
came from the one large box of weed trees.   

I start by untangling the trees from the box 
and picking off a few of the weed-leaves, 
leaving the flower structure.   Next, the 
tree is spray painted with a flat gray 
primer and then immediately covered 
with leaf flocking.   Excess flocking is 
shaken from the tree.  If the tree has a nice 
size and shape, the flocking is lightly 
sprayed with a green flat paint, and then 
the flocking again applied.   The result is a 
tree with multiple shades of green and 
extra depth.   I rely on the paint to adhere 
the leaf flocking.    “Summer Green” 
flocking is the predominant color with 
other trees of spring green, olive green and 
pine green to add a natural color mix to 
the forest.    
 
The layout depth at the bridge region is 
only 24”. To give the illusion of greater 
distance, many of the trees measure only 
1-2” tall.    
 

 
A coal train rumbles across the bridge, high above the Hudson River.  Photographing the bridge is a 
challenge because of the length. 
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The desire is for the forest to look natural 
enough that the viewer’s attention focuses 
on the bridge and not the background. 
 
With the layout date set in 1933, I had 
wondered if it would be more accurate to 
model a bunch of tree stumps to represent 
recent logging instead of planting a dense 
forest.  I found a photo in George Drury’s 
book New York Central in the Hudson Valley  
(page 74) showing the region a mix of 
farmland and trees shortly after the bridge 
was opened, and therefore felt a forested 
valley would be a plausible representation, 
plus be a prettier model. 
 
 

 
In 2014, we stopped at Shaddock Island on our 
way to the Eastern Tandem Rally in Geneva, 
NY.  A tree obscures the Eastern truss. 
 
Piers fabricated from 2“x 8” boards 
support the trusses.   Step one was cutting 
angles on the board, followed by using a 
½” router bit to round the edges.   Next 
came some heavy sanding with a belt 
sander to smooth the contours and remove 
the rough grain.  A brown primer helped 
to seal the wood. 
 

 
This image was inspired by J.W. Swanberg's 
photo on Q3 2018 Central Headlight.   I 3D 
printed 230+ stanchions to hold the railings. 

 
The spliced 2” x 8” glued back together with 
spacers 
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Another 2”x 8” was then screwed to the 
pier, to serve as a means for locating the 
pier straight in the miter saw as it was 
chopped into ¼” slabs.   Matte board 
spacers cut slightly smaller than the size of 
the slabs were glued between the slabs.   
The gap looked bigger than desired, so I 
filled the gaps with joint compound and 
used a damp sponge to wipe away the 
excess, exposing the gap to a lesser depth.   
Flat spray paint followed by acrylic 
washes and colored chalks finished the 

piers.   The base of the piers was fabricated 
by wrapping Chooch™ flexible stone cut 
walls to wood forms.  
 
Four of the viaduct towers are nearing 
completion.   Getting the right proportions 
required the towers to be scratch built 
instead of using commercial viaduct tower 
kits.  My goal is to get all five of the 
viaduct towers for the Eastern section 
finished in time for the convention.

 

 
SM Tower is at the Eastern end of the bridge.   Look at all those trees! 
 

The NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Convention was re-planned for August 28 – 30 at the Holiday Inn, 
Cleveland South. Because of CONVIR19 it has been cancelled for 2020.  We have rescheduled it for 
May 16 – 18 2021.  You can find details on the NYCSHS website and in the Collinwood Shop. We 
hope that Ed’s layout will be one of those featured at the 2021 convention. We are sure he will have 
made much progress on it by then. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

Here are the latest: 

NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932   NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018   NYC Signals Department 

NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 

Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages. 
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Article by Bob Shaw Photos by Bob 

Empire State Express accelerates into Bob’s newly 
installed NYC girder bridge. 

Part 19 – A Progress Report: Phase 2  
Rerouting My Water Level Route Layout 
To Make It More Scenic and Interesting  

In the last edition, I began to discuss the 
evolution of my 35 x 14 foot layout that’s a 
creative interpretation of the famous NYC Water 
Level Route from the mid-1940s through the 
1950s that includes both steam and diesel 
operation. The article tracked initial progress on a 
revision that simplifies the elevated section along 
the backdrop and adds three bridges on the right 
side.  This article covers final construction steps, 
along with lessons learned as I have limited 
carpentry skills and basic tools, and no 
experience making scenery or a realistic river. 
After many trial and error efforts, I’m pleased 
with the results and hope this article encourages 
new members to build scenic railroads, as most 
O-Gauge layout fundamentals are applicable to 
other scales.

Riverbed and Retaining Wall Carpentry 

The previous article covered the initial steps to 
simplify the elevated track section and alter the 
bench work to make a riverbed and add three 
bridges on the right side of the layout that will be 
devoted to a Plasticville town when completed.   

A Lionel steamer highballs across Bob’s new three-
bridge span. 

Bob left the highlighted bascule bridge in place on the 
right table of his layout, but relocated two arch 
bridges to the aisle side.  

This front-view was taken before the revision and 
shows the highlighted silver bascule bridge in its 
present location and one of two red arch bridges 
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that were relocated to the opposite side along the 
aisle as shown below.  
 
As viewed from the aisle, the bascule bridge is 
visible spanning the inlet at the original tabletop 
level.   

 
Cut out benchwork. 
 
Bench work was altered to form the riverbed and 
retaining walls.  In Step 1, the tabletop and 
support boards were removed to make room for 
the riverbed and retaining walls.  Height for the 
retaining wall boards was gained by lowering the 
front of the riverbed and reinforcing it with an 
eight-foot board.  In addition, two table legs in 
the middle were relocated back on the bench 
work to make room for the bridge piers resting in 
the riverbed.  They will support a 58-inch span of 
three bridges … a 10 inch NYC girder and two 
24-inch arch bridges … crossing a river of 
Woodland Scenics “Realistic Water™”.  

    
The completed bench work supports a 58-inch span of 
three bridges, a riverbed and retaining walls.  
 
In Step 2, riverbed and retaining wall boards 
were installed. Step 3 called for priming the 
boards and sealing cracks with a thin bead of 

clear silicone caulk to contain the Woodland 
Scenics “Realistic Water”.  

 
New boards were primed before sealing all the cracks 
with silicone caulk. 
 
Strips of plaster-impregnated cloth were soaked 
in water and applied to the surface of the 
riverbed in Step 4.  

 
Plaster strips on riverbed. 
 
When dry, another coat of plaster was applied to 
the entire surface to smooth the ridges caused by 
the overlapping plaster strips.  Next, a base coat 
of navy blue paint was applied to the riverbed 
followed by brushing a slightly lighter blue paint 
along the edges to simulate shallow water near 
the shore.      

A topcoat of plaster was applied to the riverbed and 
painted blue when dry.     
 
Adding “Stone” Retaining Walls 
To give the retaining walls a realistic stone look, I 
used Noch(R)  #57740 “Cut Quarry Stone” strips of 
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heavy paper with stones printed and embossed 
into them.  

 
A realistic stone look on retaining walls was 
achieved using Noch printed-paper strips. 
 
Each strip is 64 x 15 cm and easy to cut to size 
and affix to the wood walls with Liquid Nails(R). 
Bricks and tape held the strips in place until the 
glue dried. 

 
Printed stone paper strips were affixed to the 
retaining walls with Liquid Nails and pressed with 
bricks to hold them in place until dry.  
 
Basswood and balsa strips were used to construct 
the wall supports that frame the “stone” walls.  

 
Wall supports of basswood and balsa strips frame the 
“stone” walls.  

After trying different ways to hold the wood 
strips in place while the glue dried, I chose to 
drill tiny holes and secure them with brads before 
covering the indentations with wood filler. The 
corners had alignment issues that were resolved 
by sanding the vertical inner strips flat before 
covering them with outer vertical strips of 
basswood topped with a square cap. 

    
Poor construction and misalignment of wall corners 
were evident after my first try (left). Wall corners 
look better after sanding the inner strips flat and 
covering them with glued strips and a top cap (right).  

 
This wide-angle view captures the visual impact of 
the completed retaining walls.  
 
Basswood was also used to frame the bridge 
support platforms at each end of the bridge span.  
Pieces of insulation board were cut to size, and 
glued together to form the core of each support 
platform before being wrapped with stone paper. 
This is the same right bridge support (next page) 
after basswood supports were added to the sides 
along with a riser to the top to support the NYC 
girder bridge.   
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End support platforms have an insulation core 
wrapped in stone paper.   

 
Here’s the same right end support platform after it 
was framed with basswood and a riser was glued to 
the top.   
 
On the other end, the insulation board core can be 
seen in this top view of the left support platform 
during construction. 

 
The insulation board core can be seen in middle of this 
view of the left support platform.    
 

“Realistic Water” Looks Wet 
 
Woodland Scenics “Realistic Water” is a clear 
product that’s poured onto a river or lakebed 
over a painted undercoat.  I painted the entire 
riverbed Navy blue and brushed on a lighter blue 
around the edges to simulate shallow water.  
Both colors were applied simultaneously so they 
could be “blended” together when wet into 
random streaks of color.   

 
Woodland Scenics “Realistic Water” looks wet when 
poured over the painted navy and light blue riverbed.   

Several coats of “Realistic Water” were needed to 
cover the large riverbed and inlet after carefully 
sealing all cracks with a thin bead of clear silicone 
caulk.     
 
Installing Custom Bridge Piers    
 
Piers supplied with the two MTH arch bridges 
were 5.5 inches high, which was too tall for the 4-
inch height of new span.  
 
Once again, buying bargains at train shows paid 
off, as I found a box of study Styrofoam piers that 
could easily be cut to the correct height. Paper 
was placed under each pier (next page) during 
alignment to prevent scratching the surface of the 
“Realistic Water”. Because Styrofoam is soft and 
won’t firmly hold screws, the top and bottom of 
each pier were notched to accept wood strips that 
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were glued in place (below) so screws would 
hold fast during assembly of all five bridge piers. 

 
Original 5 1/2-inch high piers supplied with the arch 
bridges were too tall for our 4-inch bridge height.  

 
Styrofoam piers cut to a height of four inches were 
used to support the entire span. 

 
Screws are driven into wood inserts glued into 
notches in each pier. 
I drew a straight line on a stick to make an 
alignment gauge. It let me accurately maintain a 
uniform distance between the retaining wall and 

bridge across the entire span by placing the line 
on the top edge of the wall and sliding it across 
the side of the bridge.   

 
Bob make a simple alignment gauge to maintain 
uniform spacing between the retaining wall and the 
bridge sides.  
 
Piers were aligned with a framing square before 
the bridge was screwed into wood glued onto the 
top and bottom of each pier.  

 
A framing square was placed against each pier before 
it was screwed in place. 
 
Opps! 
 
It’s always best to check clearances early. The 
plan called for running track onto an arch bridge 
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on the right side of the span, but the curve was 
too tight to accept long passenger cars. 

 
Checking arch bridge clearance before installation 
indicated a problem with passenger coaches.  
 
Substituting a wider metal girder bridge resolved 
the issue, although it required a separate pier and 
a riser to match the floor level of the connecting 
arch bridge.   

 
A wider girder bridge offered sufficient clearance for 
passenger coaches, long rolling stock and engines.  
 

I prefer the girder bridge as it looks great and the 
NYC lettering and logo validate that this is the 
Water Level Route.       

 
NYC lettering and logo on the installed girder bridge 
validate that this is the Water Level Route. 
 
Installing End Support Platforms  
 
Large support platform piers were constructed at 
each end of the span.  This view from under the 
left end shows the stone pier with a notch cut into 
the top of the support boards to cradle the bridge 
beams.   

 
This view of the bottom of the left support platform 
shows a notch that was cut to cradle the bridge 
beams.  
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Looking down from the top of the pier shows 
bridge and track centerlines used during the 
critical alignment phase, as it required patience to 
correctly align three bridges across a span of 
almost six feet.  

 
Alignment marks on the bridge were essential to 
precisely matching 3 bridges across a span of almost 6 
feet.  
 
GarGraves 910-4 Strip Track Blade Connectors 
were used to link bridge rails with land rails at 
both ends.  They permit fast installation and 
removal because the end of each track rail slips 
over a corresponding blade in the other track rail 
to provide reliable track power across the entire 
span without using track pins.  

 
GarGraves blade connectors permit fast installation 
and uncoupling of track crossing the bridges.   

 
The GarGraves track blade connectors provide 
reliable track power without using track pins. 
 
Six screws secure track to the bridge through 
pilot holes drilled through the wood ties into the 
bridge floor.      
 
The NYC girder bridge (next page) rests on the 
large support platform pier on the right side of 
the span. 
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The NYC girder bridge rests on a riser on top of the 
end support platform to align it with the arch bridges.   
This top view shows the transition from elevated 
track and cork roadbed mounted on plywood to a 
Styrofoam roadbed that gently slopes to smoothly 
mate curved track with straight track on the 
girder bridge.   

 
This view shows the transition from elevated curved 
track mounted on plywood to a Styrofoam roadbed 
leading to the girder bridge.  
 
This required a lot of fine tuning with a file as 
well as simplifying the elevated track that runs 
along the backdrop.   

 
Fine-tuning with a file was needed to gently slope the 
Styrofoam roadbed so curved track would smoothly 
mate with straight track on the girder bridge. 
 
Lower Is Better 
 
The original layout plan proposed an elevated 
roadbed before crossing the bridges that climbed 
to 7 ½ inches before crossing the arch bridges and 
circling back on a return loop.   

 
 

 
These two images show the original elevated track 
that climbed to 7 1/2 inches along the backdrop before 
entering a return loop.  This elevated track was 
rebuilt into a lower, simpler up-and-down 
configuration.   
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This plan was abandoned because the tall 
support piers would block the view of towns and 
other scenery.  The new plan called for a 35-foot 
up-and-down elevated track with a maximum 
height of six inches at Buffalo, NY in the middle 
of the backdrop.  Buffalo is not only the home of 
my dad, but also an important stop for the 
Empire State Express. A brief history of this 
famous streamliner is presented next followed by 
its imaginary journey across the elevated section 
of my layout.   
 

 
The 1941 Empire State Express capitalized on the 
fame of the first ESE that set a speed record in 1891.  
 
A Proud Heritage  
 
A flagship of the Hudson River RR that became 
the NYC, the first Empire State Express set a 
speed record on September 14, 1891, covering 436 
miles between New York City and Buffalo, NY in 
7 hours, 6 minutes, including stops, by achieving 
an average speed of 61.4 MPH with a top speed 
of 82 MPH.   
 
Wanting to capitalize on the fame of its 
predecessor, NYC unveiled a new Empire State 
Express speedster, a gleaming streamlined 

Hudson J-3a pulling shiny stainless steel Budd 
passenger cars.  

 
Passenger aboard the inaugural run of the Empire 
State Express in 1941 rode in shiny new stainless steel 
Budd cars pulled by a gleaming J3a streamlined 
Hudson.   
 
While the idea was good, their timing was not.  
They chose December 7, 1941 for its inaugural 
run between New York City at one end and 
Cleveland and Detroit at the other.  The run split 
in Buffalo with one section hugging the Lake Erie 
shore heading for Cleveland, while the other took 
the shortest route to Detroit by cutting across 
Canada.   
  
ESE Layout Journey 

 
The Empire State Express begins its ascent on the left 
side of Bob’s NYC layout.  
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Let’s follow Bob’s Empire State Express along this 
route as it begins its ascent on the left side of the 
layout. 
 
Memories of bustling New York City quickly fade 
as passengers view the tranquil countryside and 
admire the Bear Mountain Bridge. Engine 5429 
continues its journey through upstate New York 
as it climbs to an elevation where it passes at six 
inches at Buffalo, NY in the center of the 
backdrop.  

 
Bustling NY City is replaced by a tranquil 
countryside and view of the Bear Mountain Bridge.  

 
Engine 5429 continues its journey through upstate 
New York, stopping in Buffalo to split into two 
sections … one bound for Cleveland and the other 
bound for Detroit.  
 
Now our streamlined Hudson and state-of-the art 
Budd cars begin their descent passing through a 
trestle bridge before rounding the wide curve 
that descends to tabletop level.   
 
 

 

 
Leaving Buffalo, Bob’s streamlined Hudson and state-
of-the art Budd cars begin their decent down the 
elevated track.    

 
After passing through dairy country and small towns, 
the Empire State Express engineer can see the 
approaching bridges.  

 
The Empire State Express rounds the bend on its final 
decent to tabletop level as it heads for the girder 
bridge. 
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After crossing the NYC girder bridge, the Express 
highballs across the arch bridges attempting to 
stay on schedule on its inaugural run.   

 
Highballing across the arch bridges, the engine wants 
to stay ahead of schedule to bolster the Empire State 
Express reputation for speed and comfort.    
 
Below, a pedestrian enjoys the sound of the 
rumbling train as he strolls across the new 
walkway that was built by the river’s edge.           

A pedestrian enjoys hearing the rumbling train as 
he strolls on the new walkway beside the river.  

 
Now all Bob has to do is add ground cover, trees 
and other scenic touches to complete his first 
major bridge project.  Look for a few images in 
the next edition of NYCentral Modeler.  

 
Editor’s Note 

Because of the length of Bob’s article and the space 
taken up with the logo we use for all of his articles, the 
logo was not placed at the top of each page of his article 
for this edition.  nfw 
 

Some ESE Photos From the 
NYCSHS Collection 

West Albany Shops, October 10, 1941 - NYC Photo, # 
5978-3, NYCSHS Collection. 

J-3a 5429, West Albany Shops, October 15, 1941 – 
NYC Photo #59-20, NYCSHS Collection. 
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This section of the NYCentral Modeler 
showcases some of our NYCSHS members 
modeling. Please send us some photos of 
your models with a short caption.  We will 
showcase these models in each new 
edition. Send photos to: 
 NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
 

Roger Hensley’s ECI (East Central 
Indiana RR) RS-3s 

 
NYC GP-7 & RS-3 on the ECI (Roger Photo) 

 
ECI (NYC) RS-3 pulling a Big Four Hopper 
(Roger Photo) 

 
RS-3 on the ECI with C&EI and CCC&StL 
hoppers and a modern NYC Cigar Band 
boxcar on the next track.  (Roger Photo) 
 
Roger lives in Anderson, IN, where he spent the 
first 20 years of my life.  The NYC Big Four was 
the major railroad there and I spent many hours 
watching the steam pulled and then Lightning 
Stripped diesels running through Anderson. nfw 
 

Seth Lakin’s NW-2s 
 

 

 

 

 
Seth loves the NYC NW-2s and was going to 
give a presentation at the NYCSHS 50th 
Anniversary Convention in Cleveland.  
Although he won’t be doing that, he has 
promised an article for us soon. IHB 8731 & 
NYC 8807 & 8851 are Kato models.  NYC 8807 
is converted from a Athearn SW-7. (All Seth 
photos) 
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Victor Hand’s Layout Progress 

 

 

 

 
Vic’s new details at Oscawana, including 
inter-track fence, ATS inductors, culverts and 
telltales. Still to do - lots more trees, ballast, 
more telegraph poles, water in the lagoons, 
gravel on the road. (Victor photos) 

 
The coal dock A-frame and a sand service 
boxcar. (Victor photo) 
 

 
This is a photo of the defective baggage room 
castings in place at Harmon Station. (Victor 
photo) 
 

We spend an inordinate amount of time 
trying to get our members to share their 
modeling with us.  We cannot continue to 
publish the magazine without your help.  
You take the time to read it, how about 
contributing to it. This column was an 
attempt to make it easier to share photos 
rather than writing articles, but we have 
gotten very few photos. 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We 
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, 
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and 
art prints -- all with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos, this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood 
Shop”. Join using the application on page  84 or join at www.nycshs.net



New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2020 New Membership Application 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $  8.00

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $44.00

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society.

These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

 

Please fill in all blanks. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

9 Digit Zip:________________________    

Country if outside U.S.A.: _______________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

 Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 

Rev. 4.17.20 a84



New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2020 Membership Renewal Form 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $  8.00

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $44.00

Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------- $ --0-- 

Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------ $40.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  _ 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be

acknowledged in Central Headlight.  Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
 

Please fill in all blanks.  ****  Membership #_________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________ 

9 Digit Zip:________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

Country If Outside U.S.A.: ___________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 

Rev. 4.17.20a85
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Article by Seth Lakin        Photos by Seth Except as Noted 

 

Railroad across the country had thousands 
of miles of routes stretching from coast to 
coast.  Along each one of these routes 
passenger depots were built at every town 
small and large to serve the travelers on the 
trains.  It would be extremely expensive to 
design and build a uniquely styled depot 
at every town along the line.  Standard 
designs were adopted, leaving the specially 
designed depots for only the largest cities.   

These common designs became almost 
trademarks of the railroad just behind the 
railroad’s logos and colorful diesel 
locomotives pulling the passenger trains.  
Mission-Style and Spanish Colonial were 
the identifying styles of many of the depots 
of the Santa Fe.  To the other end of the 
spectrum is the brick or precast concrete 
walled, cantilevered black metal blocky flat 
roofs of the Amtrak stations built in the 
1970s and 1980s. Manufacturers like 
Walthers and American Model Builders 
offer many of these standard depots in HO 

scale in their product line for railroads east 
to west and north to south. 

In the late 1830s and into the early 1850s 
several railroads were being built and 
consolidated to form a railroad from 
Buffalo to Chicago.  In 1869, these railroads 
became to be operated under the Lake 
Shore & Michigan Southern Railway.  
Slightly later in the 1850s and into the 
1880s several different railroads were 
combined and connected to from a line 
between Sandusky, Ohio and Peoria, 
Illinois.  This line would be become the 
Lake Erie & Western Railroad. Falling 
under the control of the Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern beginning in 1900, the 
LE&W would be operated independently 
of the LS&MS.  In 1914, the Lake Shore 
would merge with the New York Central & 
Hudson River, to form the New York 
Central as we know it.  The former Lake 
Shore & Michigan Southern would become 
to be known as NYC’s Lines West.  The 
Lake Erie & Western, still operated 
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independently of the NYC, would be sold 
to the Nickel Plate Road in 1922.   

The NYC Lines West standard depot at 
Geneva, Ohio depot is shown in May 1965. It 
was built in 1901 and razed in 1967. Chuck 
Bohi Photo, NYCSHS Image Archive Photo 
PB711073 

When the rail lines were being built, 
passenger depots, typically wood frame 
structures were also built along the lines 
serving the customers at each town along 
the line.  Many of these depots were 
constructed as combination depots 
typically combined with freight rooms for 
less than-car-load freight shipments.  Many 
of these early depots were even combined 
into a grain elevator all in the same 
building.  As villages grew into to towns 
and towns into cities, the depots along the 
line became inadequate for the passengers 
and freight handled at the depot.  Or even 
a worse case, the depot was destroyed by 
fire, both necessitating the need for a new 
depot.  

The Lines West stations, that the N-Scale 
Architect models were modeled after were 
built in the late 1890s and early 1900s with 
two examples also being built along the 
Lake Erie & Western.  These brick depots 
featured cut stone in the lower walls and 
stone trim around the windows and doors.  

Another feature was an operator’s bay 
window with a short peaked brick and 
stone dormer above the operator’s bay. 

After crossing the Wabash River J-1e #5340 
brings train #416 the Cincinnati Special into a 
station stop at Lafayette, Indiana. The 
Chicago to Cincinnati train is traversing 22 
miles of joint NYC (Big Four) and Nickel Plate 
(LE&W) track between Templeton and 
Altamont, Indiana.  J.H. Westbay Photo, 
NYCSHS Image Archive Photo PB611.062 

Many of these depots are still standing 
over one hundred years after being built.  
Some have met the wrecking ball while 
two have been moved to new locations not 
far from their original locations.  Depots 
were located along the Buffalo to Chicago 
mainline at Westfield (1904), New York; 
North East (1899), Pennsylvania; Conneaut 
(1900), Ashtabula (1901 razed), Geneva 
(1901 razed), Delta (date unknown) and 
Stryker (1900), Ohio; Mishawaka (1898 
razed) and Indiana Harbor (1903 razed), 
Indiana.  The Old Road Branch had 
standard brick depots at Lenawee Junction 
(date unknown, razed), Sturgis (1896 
moved) and White Pigeon (1894), 
Michigan.  One of these brick Lines West 
depot was located on the Oil City Branch at 
Franklin (date unknown), Pennsylvania.  
The Lake Erie & Western had standard 
depots at Tipton (1902) and Lafayette (1902 
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moved), Indiana; the latter being a joint 
depot on NYC’s subsidiary Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis’ (Big 
Four) Chicago to Indianapolis route.  

There were variations with in the standard.  
Multiple sizes of the depot were built.   
Typically the larger the community was 
the larger the depot.  Most had separate 
men’s and women’s waiting rooms 
separated by the operator/ticket agent’s 
office and restrooms.  Only the smallest of 
the depots had a single waiting room.  All 
the depots had baggage/express rooms 
located on one end of the depot.   

The depot at Conneaut, Ohio is identical to the 
N-Scale Architect/NYCSHS kit with two 
paired sets of windows and entry door on 
either side of the centered operator’s bay 
window. Today the depot is home to the 
Conneaut Railroad Museum. NYCSHS Photo 
Archive Image PB605.184 

The large depots with two pairs of 
windows on either side of the operator’s 
bay were located at Conneaut, Franklin, 
Geneva, Indiana Harbor, Lafayette and 
Westfield.  Even a variation occurred 
between these depots.  While these depots 
were identical on the track side of the 
depot, on the street side of the depot two 
variations occurred.  Some had a centered 
double door with, or with out a dormer 

above, while others had a centered brick 
wall with two high set restroom windows 
bracketed by single entry doors.  

The 1896 built Sturgis, Michigan depot is 
typical of the small LS&MS depots. Relocated 
a few blocks from its original location, today 
it is the home of the Sturgis Historical 
Museum. Photo by Seth Lakin, March 2019 

The smaller depots had a single pair of 
windows and entry door on either side of 
the operator’s bay.  These small depots 
were located at Delta, Lenawee Junction, 
Mishawaka, North East, Stryker, and 
Sturgis.  Variations occurred in the smaller 
depots as well.  Located at the intersection 
of the Old Road, Jackson and Monroe 
Branches, the depot at Lenawee Junction 
had operator’s bays on both side of the 
depot, as it was surrounded by track on all 
sides.

 

White Pigeon, Michigan’s depot is located 
along the Old Road Branch between Toledo 
and Elkhart. The track is now operated by the 
Michigan Southern Railroad, a Pioneer 
Railcorp property. The depot was built in 1894 
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and is shown here in July 2017 its current use is 
a community center. Photo by Seth Lakin 

The depot at White Pigeon was the 
smallest of all with a single waiting room 
and no entrance doors on the street and 
tracksides of the baggage end of the depot.  
This depot was unique- being built with 
yellow bricks and stone blocks and bricks 
below the windows.          

 

The depot at Ashtabula, Ohio built in 1901 and 
demolished in 2018, is shown here in a 1919 
ICC Validation photo, it had an extended 
operator’s bay unique from all other LS&MS 
standard brick and stone depots. Photo Seth 
Lakin Collection. 

The depot at Ashtabula, Ohio was the 
largest of all the standard design depots.  
The depot had single windows compared 
to other depots that had paired windows.  
The center of the depot had a protruding 
wall section that contained the operator’s 
bay window. The depot had an adjacent 
express building that shared many details 
of the standard Lines West depots. 

The LE&W depot at Tipton was different 
from all others.  Like Conneaut, Tipton did 
not have paired windows but three single 
windows on either side of the operator’s 
bay and full-length restroom windows on 
the street side.    

 

 

The 1902 built Lake Erie & Western depot is 
shown in July 2018. While still in use by 
Norfolk Southern as maintenance-of-way 
headquarters, modifications include boarding 
up all the windows and doors and installing 
new smaller doors and windows. Photo by 
Seth Lakin.   

Two variations of the depot’s ends also 
occurred.  On the waiting room end, some 
depots had a bank of three windows, while 
narrower depots had only two single 
windows.  Likewise, on the baggage end of 
the depot some had a centered double door 
with single windows on either side, while 
others only had a single window to the left 
of the door.   

Even some variation occurred in the single 
windowed baggage end, most had a five-
foot double door, while at least one has a 
four-foot single door.  Typically the long 
depots had the bank of three windows on 
the waiting room end and window/ 
door/window arrangement on the 
baggage end, while the short depots had 
the two single windows on the waiting 
room end and window/door arrangement 
on the baggage end.  
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The depot at Wauseon, Ohio was built in 1896 
and still stands alongside the busy former NYC 
Buffalo to Chicago mainline.  Photo by Seth 
Lakin April 2018. 

A similar style of Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern brick and stone depot was also 
built during the same period.  At first 
glance, appears to be a variation of the 
depot that The N-Scale Architect kit 
represents, however many differences are 
apparent.  The high peaked dormer and 
single windows are the most prominent 
features.  Also the eave supports are a 
straight single timber whereas the depots 
that the kit represents are a multi-piece 
bracket.  Depots like this were located at 
Bellevue, Mentor and Wauseon, Ohio; and 
Jonesville, Michigan.   

The New York Central System Historical 
Society’s exclusive HO scale depot from 
the N-Scale Architect represents the largest 
variation of the Lines West standard brick 
depot.  But at an impressive 18 inches long, 
it takes a lot of real estate on model 
railroads. Kitbashing the HO scale depot to 
represent a smaller depot is one way to still 
have a Lines West depot on your layout 
that takes up less space.  I will show how I 
converted the kit to represent a short 
version with only a pair of windows on 
each side of the operator’s bay.  Also 
included will be narrowing the depot to 

only have a pair of windows on the 
waiting room end and a single window 
and door on the baggage end.  The last 
modification includes rebuilding the street 
sidewall of the depot to represent the more 
common entry doors on either side of the 
raised restroom windows.  This street side 
modification can be done with or with out 
shortening and narrowing the depot.  
Finally I’ll show how I made some of the 
details that I added to the depot.  When the 
modifications are finished, the HO scale 
depot will measure 13.25” by 5.5” over the 
roof eves.  The N-Scale Architect also 
makes an N-scale kit of the same depot. 
The techniques described here can also be 
applied to the N-scale depot to create a 
smaller version of that kit as well.  

The N-Scale Architect kit consists of many 
pieces of laser cut plywood and peel and stick 
textured brick sheet along with detailed 
instructions.  

 So let’s get started. Kitbashing the depot 
while it is being built is the easiest way of 
building the smaller depot.  The kit’s 
instructions suggest painting the parts 
before removing them from the carrier 
sheets.  Since many of the parts will be 
modified, I removed and modified the 
parts, then painted them.  All the main 
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wall parts and brick overlays were 
removed and numbered to keep track of 
them.  These include inner trackside walls 
N1A and N1B, street side walls N3A and 
N3B, end walls N2 and N4 as well as brick 
overlay pieces associated with these inner 
walls B1A, B1B, B2A, B3A, B3B and B4A.

The end of the brick overlay is cut off at the 
inside edge of the outermost windows. Then 
the top is notched so the remaining piece is 
notched to accept the stone trim piece. 

In shortening the depot, I made the inner 
edge of the outer pair of windows the new 
corners of the depot.  Start with both the 
trackside and street side right end brick 
overlay pieces B1A and B3A.  Cut roughly 
two and one half inches off the right hand 
side of the brick overlays.  To do this, line 
an X-Acto knife along the left edge of the 
right side window opening and cut 
through the ¼” horizontal brick piece 
above the window opening.  Then place 
the cut off piece on top of the main piece 
and line up the right edge and cut a notch 
for the trim piece in the top right corner of 
the brick overlay sheet.  Then do the same 
for the left sides of brick overlay sheets B1B 
and B3B.  A note, the holes for the roof 
brackets on the brick overlay sheets will 
not line up.  Once scrap pieces are removed 
from pieces to be kept, I marked an X on 
the part denoting that it’s a scrap piece.  

Then the inner walls are trimmed to length.   

Moving to the inner walls N1A and N3B, 
cut roughly the left two inches from the 
walls sections trough the second window 
from the right.  Take the cut off scrap piece; 
place it on top of the piece it came off, 
lining up the indent on the right side of the 
scrap with the left edge of the of the outer 
pair of windows.  Then trace the indent on 
the left edge onto new end of the wall and 
trim to the marked line.  Then repeat on the 
left sides of parts N1B and N3B. I found it 
easier to use a sharp pencil to trace the line, 
using a marker will bleed on the grain lines 
blurring the line to be cut. 

The baggage end of the Sturgis, Michigan depot 
shows the five-foot wide baggage door and the 
four-foot wide window. The center roof 
bracket is not centered on the wall, but 
between the door and the window. Photo by 
Seth Lakin, March 2019 
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The baggage end brick overlay B4A and 
inner wall N4 are the next pieces to be 
modified.  Just like shortening the side 
walls, cut the brick over lay piece along the 
left edge of the right window, then line up 
the scrap on top of the brick piece and cut a 
notch at the top of right corner of the 
overlay piece.  Then inner wall N4 can be 
cut through the right window.  Then take 
the cut off piece, place it on top of the new 
right side of shortened wall, trace the edge 
and trim to the traced line. 

 
The waiting room side of the Sturgis depot 
showing the two serrate windows. Seth Lakin 
Photo May 2019. 

The most difficult part of narrowing the 
depot is modifying the waiting room end.  
These pieces are inner wall N2 and brick 
overlay B2A.  The kit has a bank of three 
windows, while the short depots have two 
separated windows.  

 

At the top of the photo (lower left) is the 
baggage end inner wall N4A, already 
shortened. At the bottom of the photo is the 
inner wall of the waiting room end, part N2. 
The shaded parts of part N2 will be removed. 

Taking the narrowed inner wall of the 
baggage end N4A, line the left roof bracket 
hole with the left hole on waiting room end 
wall N2.  Then trace the left outline of the 
shortened baggage end inner wall N4A 
onto the right end of the waiting room 
inner wall N2.  Then flip the N4A piece 
over and line up the right side holes of 
N4A and N2. Then trace the left side 
outline.  Do not trace the narrow edge 
(door side) of the baggage end inner wall 
on to piece N2, only trace the window side 
of N4A onto both sides of N2. About ¼” 
will be removed from both outer edges and 
the inside of the window opening.  While 
not shaded in the photo, the two center 
vertical posts need to be removed as well.  
So far all cutting of the inner walls and 
brick overlay pieces have been done with 
an X-Acto knife.  To trim inner wall N2 I 
used a 1” micro circular saw chucked into 
my Dremel rotary tool.   

The modified waiting room inner wall N2, has 
been shortened on both ends and in the center 
with a styrene piece filling the area between 
the two window openings. 
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The waiting room end inner wall piece N2 
needs to be shortened to match the length 
of the shortened baggage end inner wall 
N4A.  Cut the piece in two and remove 
about 1/2” from one of the halves.  Then 
the two pieces then can be glued back 
together matching the outline of the N4A 
baggage end inner wall.  I used a piece of 
.030” styrene sheet for a support on the 
inside of the wall.  Then a piece of .030” 
styrene sheet was cut to fill in the area 
between the windows.  To figure the size of 
this piece, measure the length of the 
window opening. Each window opening is 
.670” wide, so two windows are 1.340”.  So 
subtract the window opening by 1.340” to 
get the width of the filler piece.  

The B2A brick overlay piece for the waiting 
room end is next to be modified. In the photo 
the B2A, the columns have been narrowed, and 
the piece has been shortened. The center 
column is sourced from a cut off piece from 
shortening one of the ends; it has yet to be 
narrowed. 

The waiting room end brick overlay piece 
B2A needs to match the size of the opposite 
end baggage end B4A piece.  Trim each of 
the outer columns to match the columns on 
the B4A piece.  Then shorten the B2A piece 
to match the length of the B4A piece.  Cut 
the pieces so the splice between the left and 
right halves of the B2A piece is in the 
center so it will be hidden by a roof 
bracket.  Then cut a new column from one 

of scrap piece of brick overlay that was 
removed ends to make the new center 
column of the waiting room end.  To size 
this column take a pair of W1 window 
limestone trim pieces.  Place them in the 
window openings of the B2A and trace the 
outside edges of the limestone trim onto 
the brick column.  Then trim the brick 
column to fit between the two W1 
limestone window trim pieces.        

The street side of the North East, Pennsylvania 
depot shows the common center design of the 
depots. The raised centered windows are where 
the restrooms are located which are bracketed 
by entry doors. The 1899 built depot is now 
home to the Lake Shore Railway Museum. 
Photo by Rob Bennett.  

The street side of kit represents a depot 
with a centered double entry door.  The 
restrooms in this variant are located along 
the street side on either side of the center 
entry.  Each restroom had as full-length 
window on the street side.  The more 
common street side of the Lines West 
depot had centered restrooms.  A centered 
protruding wall with two high set 
windows identifies the location of the 
restrooms.  On either side of the restroom 
protrusion are four-foot wide entry doors. 
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The single windows on the street side of the 
depot become entry doors in the adjoining 
restroom variant. 

Converting the kit to a centered restroom 
can be done with a shortened kit or a full-
length kit.  The single restroom windows 
will be converted to entry doors and the 
center will be rebuilt.  One modification is 
needed on the long inner wall pieces.  On 
parts N3A and N3B, where the single 
windows are located to either side of the 
center double door, cut from the edges of 
the window openings downward creating 
a door opening on each piece.  The brick 
overlay pieces do not need to be modified 
to convert the windows to doors, but will 
be modified later on. 

Limestone trim and windows are shortened to 
model the high set restroom windows on the 
street side of the depot. 

To model the center extended restroom 
wall on the street side, start by modifying 
the limestone window trim and window 
parts.  Remove from the carriers two 
limestone window trim W1, two main 
windows WA and two upper windows 
WB.  Cut the W1 window trim below the 
center horizontal stone to shorten the trim 
for the restroom windows.  The two 
window main windows are trimmed below 
the horizontal casing bar.  No modification 
is needed to the upper window part WB.  

	
Brick material and stone trim pieces create the 
protruding restroom wall. 

To model the protruding restroom wall, 
there is not enough scrap brick material in 
the kit to model the wall, a piece of the N-
scale Architect #5001 Modern Bond Brick 
sheet was obtained and cut to a scale 18-
feet wide (2.480”) and the height (1.334”) to 
match the other brick overlay pieces.  Then 
the edges of the brick sheet were notched 
to accept the narrow corner trim pieces SC 
and SD, giving the wall section a width of 
20 scale feet wide.  Then the shortened 
limestone windows pieces W1 were traced 
onto and cut in the brick wall making sure 
the horizontal stones on the corner trim 
pieces and window pieces line up.  A new 
windowsill is cut from a piece of 
.040”x.040” styrene strip and is attached 
between the inside bottom of the shortened 
W1 window trim. 
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The wall for the protruding restroom wall is 
make from 3/16” basswood strips, brick sheet 
and stone pieces from the kit. 

To make the protruding section of the 
restroom walls, I took a piece of 3/16”x1” 
basswood strip and cut two pieces about 3 
½ inches.  One piece was ripped to .790” 
wide using a razor saw and a straight edge.  
Then the two pieces were cut to a scale 19 
1/2-feet wide (2.690”).  The brick sheet 
with SC/SD corner trim pieces should over 
hang the bass wood pieces by about .030” 
on each end.  Window openings of the 
newly cut brick sheet was traced onto the 
two pieces of basswood and openings 
drilled and sanded.  Be sure to make the 
openings large enough to clear the 
shortened WA window, but not too large 
that the shortened W1 window-trim does 
not fall into the holes. 

The completed basswood protruding section is 
then glued to the street side inner wall. 

The two pieces of basswood can be glued 
together and then to glued to the center of 
street side inner walls N3A and N3B over 
the center entry. 

One last pair of brick pieces are needed, they 
are sourced from a cut off end of the depot. 

Brick pieces are needed to go on the edges 
of the protruding walls.  From a right and 
left cut off scrap end, place narrow corner 
trim pieces SE and SF on the ends.  Then 
cut them so that the trim piece and brick 
piece measure 3/16” wide.  If you are 
modeling this restroom variation but 
keeping the depot full length, these pieces 
can be cut from the brick carrier sheets.  
Then brick overlay pieces B3A and B3B 
need to be trimmed to fit around the newly 
built restroom section. 
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A fourth four-foot wide entry door is scratch 
built from styrene strips and sheets. 

The kit only contains three 4-foot entry 
doors parts D1A and D1B. A forth four-
foot door is needed the adjacent restroom 
variant.  I scratch built one from styrene 
sheet and strips.  From a piece of .030” 
styrene sheet, cut a rectangle .617”x.782”.  
This becomes the lower part of the door.  
Scribe the inner panel of the door by 
making lines .165” in from the left and 
right sides of the panel with the jaws of a 
caliper.  Then a line can be scribed .247” 
down from the top of the panel, and .200 
up from the bottom.  The rectangular lines 

scribed by the caliper are then scribed with 
an X-Acto knife to deepen the scribes.  Cut 
a piece of .030”x.060” and .030”x.125” 
styrene into strips .380” long.  These are 
then glued together centered on the bottom 
top of the door panel.  Two .030”x.060” 
strips 1.335” long are cut to form the 
vertical members of the door and one 
.030”x.156” strip is cut to .380” long, this 
becomes the piece between the lower panel 
and window.  The upper part of the 
window is built up on the long vertical 
members extending from the lower door.  
Two .030x.125” pieces are glued to the 
underside of the vertical members forming 
the outside flange.  Then the top part of the 
door consists of a .030”x.156” bottom 
flange and .030”x.080” doorframe piece 
.380” long. 
                                

 
The windows, doors, stone trim pieces, and 
brick overlays are all attached to the inner 
walls completing the main wall construction. 

 Once all the inner wall and brick overlays 
are modified and the center street side 
section built I painted all the pieces.  The 
inner wall sections were painted with Rust-
oleum flat black primer spray paint on 
both sides.  The brick overlays were 
painted with Rust-oleum Colonial Red 
spray paint.  Then a mix of rust red and 
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dark red acrylic craft paint was brushed on 
the brick faces.  

Three single windows W1, four double 
windows W2, four 4-foot doors D1 and one 
5-foot door D5 limestone trim pieces are 
removed from the carrier sheets.  These, as 
well as the two shortened W1 single 
window trims were all painted with Rust-
Oleum flat gray primer spray paint.  Then 
a mix of vanilla cream and rainy day gray 
acrylic craft paint was brushed on the stone 
faces. 

13 WB windows tops were attached to 11 
WA windows and two shortened WA 
windows using the self-adhesive backing.  
Three 4-foot doors D1A and D1B and one 
5-foot door D2A and D2B were put 
together using the self-adhesive.  All doors 

and windows were painted with Rust-
Oleum Hunt Club Green Satin spray paint.  
Once dry they were painted with Rust-
Oleum flat clear spray.  Then the kit’s 
window glazing was added to the doors 
and windows using the adhesive backing.  
A thin layer of Elmer’s white glue was 
used to hold the glazing to the scratch built 
door.    

All the brick overlay pieces, windows, 
doors and stone trim are attached to the 
inner walls using the adhesive backing 
completing the four walls of the depot per 
the kit’s instructions.  In the next issue of 
NYCentral Modeler, we will complete the 
construction of the depot. 

Check the next issue for the final of this article. 

 

 

 

Ad in the NYCL Magazine May 1928- Look at the price!! 
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Article by Steve Lasher Photos by Russell Weis
Don’t ask me why I developed this interest 
in modeling Baldwin diesels. I didn’t 
nickname Russ’s RS-12 “Piglet” for 
nothing. I think, with the exception of the 
Sharks (and Raymond Lowey was the 
main force behind their styling), Baldwin 
had a talent for the ugliest machines on the 
planet. Baldwin’s design department’s 
motto must have been “We Deal in Steel”. 
In fact, the Babyface’s could be nominated 
as exhibit No. 1 in the case against 
Baldwin. None-the-less let me explain as 
best I can. 

Your editor, Noel, and I had quite a 
discussion about doing this (see the 
sidebar) so, if you think this a waste of 
your time, then blame Noel (Thanks for 
taking the heat Noel). But, I’ll attempt to 
share the issues with you up front. 

Of Mice and Men 

I watch some U-Tube videos put out by a 
Brit named Keith Appleton frequently.  He 
works on live steam models (stationary, 
marine, and yes, locomotives). He has that 
British sense of humor we’ve all come to 
love. 

On one of these videos he digressed to 
discuss his definitions of boring (mind 
numbingly repetitive) and tedious (mind 
numbingly repetitive and difficult). He 
went on to explain that a while back he 
was sitting in his shop doing something he 
considered very tedious. You know, some 
things you hate doing but are unavoidable 
for your project. He said it was a nice day 
so he had the outside door to his shop 
open when he noticed a mouse come in. 
He said the mouse took one look at what 

he was doing and “went and threw himself 
on the trap”. 

So, now I rate different operations on 
various projects to Russ in the number of 
mice killed or dead. Trust me, there are 
some major mouse killers here  (see: 
decaling). 

First, the company that produces these 
resin cast shells is apparently the center of 
some controversy for copying some other 
manufacturers shells (mainly Rapido’s and 
Paul Lubliner at Highliners) without 
permission. However, I can’t think of 
anybody who’s made a Babyface 
commercially except in brass. The 
Hallmark model, in any case, does not 
have the same details as the resin cast 
shells.  

Second, the shell represents a CNJ 
prototype and isn’t even perfect for that. 
There’s no way that this can be made into 
an even remotely close NYC model detail 
wise. At best, it’s only going to be a 
caricature of an NYC locomotive. 

Having said all that, it’s the only game in 
town. Of course, if Atlas or Bowser or any 
of modern manufacturers were to offer an 
NYC version made to modern standards, 
it would blow this out of the water. But, 
they haven’t and may never, so, I think 
this can still be turned into an interesting 
piece of motive power. If someone does 
eventually offer one we can worry about it 
at that time. 

So, What’s Up Doc? 

I’m very much a believer in the Noah’s 
Ark version of motive power acquisition. I 
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think most diesels look better in pairs. On 
Russ’s layout most trains are of a size that 
look better with two units as three seems 
to be a bit of overkill. With that in mind I 
ordered 2 of the shells. 
  
The recommended chassis is a Proto FA.  I 
just happened to have a couple on hand 
that I bought off the Bay awhile back, 
mainly to get the trucks for a couple of the 
older Stewart U25’s that I was doing.  

 
The shell by Puttman Locomotive went on the 
Proto FA chassis. The number boards and 
class lights plus ridge above the front coupler 
pocket have yet to be removed. 
 
I think there might be other options i.e. 
Bachman sharks or even their FA but that 
would have meant purchasing new units 
and that would have sent the price of 
doing 2 imperfect units way out of reason. 
Besides, if I bought new units I couldn’t 
have sent the shells to the “tomorrow” box 
in good conscious unless they were PRR! 
 
Dead Bodies Lead to Controversies 

 I bought the body shells from CMR 
Products and offered as being 
manufactured by “Puttman Locomotive 
Works” (the box they came in had “Pacific 
Resin Castings” as the return addressee). 

A subsequent conversation with Paul 
Lubliner at HIghliners led to reading 
several threads regarding accusations of 
copying intellectual property without 

permission by Pacific Resin Castings and 
others.  As I stated in the article I don’t see 
how these Baldwin shells could have been 
copied from any commercial product now 
available. 

In their defense, the resin casting folk’s 
state that there main motivation is to offer 
modelers the basics to model otherwise 
unavailable models with much added 
sweat equity from the modeler. As you can 
tell from the article, many issues had to be 
resolved to make these functional models. 

Of course, in the end the choice is up to the 
individual. I failed to see how these shell 
castings could have been copied from 
anyone else’s work and, I think they 
offered me a way to do exactly what the 
vendors said. Models that are unique and 
not otherwise available commercially.	

With the raw shells in hand it was time to 
begin. As is the case with resin castings 
frequently the first project is to carefully 
trim and sand away the unneeded flash 
with a sharp X-acto knife and various 
sanding sticks followed by a good soap 
and water washing.  
 
After this process, which allowed a more 
intimate acquaintance with the shells, I 
analyzed the shortcomings and what 
could be done about them before deciding 
to proceed. 
Here’s the list of the items I felt I had to 
decide “yea” or “nay” about. The first and 
most objectionable were the 45-degree 
number boards cast on the nose. Besides 
being incorrect for NYC they would have 
been in the way of the nose striping so, 
they had to go.   
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Some careful work with a sanding drum 
and sticks made short work of them. In 
addition, there was ridge cast at the top of 
the pilot that was not on the NYC units.  
 
It was a fairly simple removal process with 
my trusty old No 17 blade and some 
sanding sticks. I also opened up the 
exhaust stack and fitted a short piece of 
brass tube, as I liked the look a lot better. 
 

 
 
New Highliner number board has been applied 
along with pilot steps. Note that the ridge has 
been removed and the recesses for the pin lifter 
cut in. 
 
Some items that can’t be fixed, at least 
with a reasonable amount of time and 
work, were some of the details cast in the 
shell. The shells have screened openings 
cast into the lower sections of the sides 
that are not present on the NYC units, The 
NYC engines have what I take to be 
battery boxes on the lower side right 
behind front ladders. I don’t have the time, 
equipment, or patience to make these 
changes and make them look acceptable so 
my decision was to leave them alone. 
 

The solution for the number boards was to 
use some Highliners castings that Paul 
Lubliner sells separately (it was Paul that 
alerted me to the controversy with CMR 
Models and Pacific Resin Castings).  

Although they are designed for EMD 
units, with a little modification they can be 
used here. While not perfect renditions of 
the Baldwin number boards they are 
acceptable and a reasonable short cut. I 
did have to fill in a small gap behind them 
and the shell. I did this with JB Weld 
instead of filler putty, as I wanted to take 
advantage of the adhesive properties of 
the JB Weld since I wanted to minimize 
the chance of these ever coming off. 

While you’re ordering from Paul there are 
a couple of more items that I found useful. 
I used the Tyfon air horns as well as the 
head light reflectors. His Leslie Tyfon air 
horns are the most beautiful rendition of 
those I’ve ever seen. They are definite 
upgrades on any model you care to use 
them on and I mounted a pair on top of 
the cab. Just beautiful, thanks Paul. 

I used a 1/8” carbide milling cutter in my 
motor tool to carefully (and, I do mean 
carefully, since a slip could have been 
disastrous) cut in recesses for the pin 
lifters into the pilots and bent some Tichy 
0.0125 wire to represent them and attached 
after drilling suitable holes. 

While we’re bending wire, there’s a 
curious pipe that appears on the top of the 
hood next to the dynamic brake housing in 
photos. I just made my best WAG guess 
and used a piece of 0.015” wire with some 
DA wire eyelets to install this on the hood 
top. 
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Close up of the unidentified pipe on top of the 
unit. 

Also, on top, I tried something new to me. 
I knew the bolt (or maybe even machine 
screws) that hold the hatches on the hood 
top could be a problem to replicate. I had 
been wanting to try Micro-Mark’s rivet 
decals for awhile and this seemed to be the 
perfect occasion to try them as they would 
be a solution for a potentially vexing issue. 
They are made on extremely thin decal 
film and when I first tried them they fell 
apart before I could get them on the 
model. A spray of Testor’s Decal Bonder 
seemed to fix them and I was able to get 
them on just fine. And yes, they were the 
perfect solution. At least I find them very 
acceptable. 

The other biggest problem that needed a 
solution was the steps. More or less by 
accident I found some available from 
Wiseman Model Service in Paris, 
Kentucky (he has a web site and lots of 
interesting stuff – look him up) I have no 
idea what model theses lost-wax castings 
were made for and, while not perfect, 
seemed more than OK for my not-so-
perfect model. 

They have a flat cast on the top and I 
drilled through these with a 0.025” drill. A 
little flux and a touch with my trusty well-

tinned old Weller soldering gun soldered 
some Tichy 0.025” phosphor bronze wire 
into the holes. This is easiest if you leave 
the wire long to give you something cool 
to hold onto and cut to length afterward. I 
cut mine to about 3/32” or so. It isn’t 
critical. Using the same drill I drilled 
appropriate holes up into the carbody 
sides to locate the steps. Drills cut into this 
resin material like butter so be careful to 
have the drill lined up in line with the car 
side. 

 I primed the steps with Rustoleum’s 
etching primer before attaching them to 
the carbody. This etching primer seems to 
be the best thing yet for paint adhesion on 
brass. Amazingly, it doesn’t seem to glob 
up details although it comes in a large 
rattle can. I’ve painted a couple of brass 
locomotives (Russ’s Westside J3a was one) 
using it and have nothing but good things 
to say for it.  

I chose to mount the steps this way so that 
they would withstand everyday handling. 
The slightest bump would have knocked 
them off otherwise. Had I not found these 
steps I think I probably would have opted 
for Cal-Scale’s FA/PA steps. Of course, I 
would have had to figure out some 
bulletproof way to attach them, too. 

Other miscellaneous details on the car 
bodies were some NBW castings on the 
rear of the units. I looked at one of Russ’s 
Rapido sharks to get an idea of what, at 
least, Rapido thought the rear of a Shark 
should look like and decided the NBW’s 
would look right. I also added a piece of 
styrene angle across the bottom of the cast-
on diaphragms to represent buffers and 
called it a day for detailing the shells (OK, 
I forgot to mention adding the ATS reset 
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box to the engineer side of the car body.  I 
drilled the casting and ACC’d in a short 
piece of 0.025” wire. This was, in turn, 
ACC’d to the bottom of the body just 
ahead of the steps on the engineer’s side of 
the body). 

Close up of the step as mounted and ATS pick-
up and reset box plus speed recorder drive. 
Also in evidence are some spots the decals 
didn’t cover well. I will touch these up later. 

The next bit of work was painting and 
decaling the shell(s). 3801 was first and 
while painting the unit black (Scalecoat 
#1) was no sweat, decaling was a major 
mouse killer (see the sidebar). 

I used Microscale’s set for F units. The 
main problem is that these are designed to 
go around an EMD F unit’s nose and the 
curves on the Baldwin nose are not the 
same. I had to cut the nose striping into 
three sections to get it to go around the 
nose and, even so, it isn’t a perfect fit. 
However, you have to look close to see the 
issue and like so much of the rest of this 
model, while not perfect, it ain’t bad. I also 
had to splice in a piece to get the nose 
stripe to make it back to the zig-zag. The 
zig-zag also had to be cut and refit to line 
up with batten strip and the bottom of the 
nose striping.  Friends, after doing both 
sides, the dead mice were really beginning 
to pile up! 

One issue that I had to work around deals 
with the Microscale decals. Some of the 
colors Microscale uses seem to be worse 
about aging and cracking apart than 
others. NYC gray for the striping seems to 
be one of those and I had trouble with 
even what were supposed to be new decal 
sets. Testor’s Decal Bonder didn’t seem to 
be totally effective either. As a result, I had 
to do more patching and touch up than I 
would have liked but overall, after very 
liberal use of Solvaset, the job came out ok. 

Let There Be Light 

Adding the glazing was another mouse 
killer. Nearly mouse genocide…Err…I 
suppose, mouse – eh – cide. It’s a part of 
modeling that I almost always dread but, 
it’s one of those just bite the bullet and get 
it over with items. 

I used a pair of dividers to obtain the 
rough dimensions for the side windows. 
After much careful sanding and such, they 
were fitted into place with some 
Microscale Crystal Clear. 

Before fitting the front windshield glass 
it’s a good idea to go ahead and locate and 
drill the holes for the windshield wipers. 
You don’t want the drill disturbing the 
window glass after it’s installed. 

For the front windshields using 3804 shell, 
I sprayed paint from the inside to obtain a 
“mask” of the windshield glass. Using a 
French curve and straight edge I scribed 
around this mask. Since they had cast the 
shell with a slight recess behind the 
windows, I trimmed until the glass just 
dropped neatly into the pocket. It was also 
secured with Crystal Clear.  
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This was finished by gluing in some A-
Line single arm windshield wipers. 

“Please, Sir, Make It Go” 

(The Mechanical Odyssey) 

OK, now we’re to the “do as I say, not as I 
do” part. Engine 3801 was a learn as you 
go item and, even as I was doing it, I knew 
that it would be better to change the order 
of operations on 3800. But, I did learn a lot 
from doing 3801 that was put to good use 
on 3800. 

Fitting the Underframe 

My usual order of work is to get the heavy 
work out of the way first. For instance, it’s 
not desirable to have to, say, drill holes in 
the P2K metal underframe when doing so 
would risk damaging detail or electronic 
work already done or get metal swarth in 
the truck gearboxes. So, what I learned 
from 3801 – get the frame fitted to the carbody 
first.  To me, the most important visual 
relationship is that between the top of the 
brake cylinders and the bottom of the 
carbody. Too close and the unit will look 
“squatty” and too far will make the unit 
look top heavy. This is adjusted by how 
far into the carbody the frame sets. Also, I 
learned from 3801, that, while the bosses 
cast into the carbody do line up with the 
mounting holes from the P2K frames, if 
left there the trucks will be too far forward 
in relation to the carbody. So, regrettably, 
instead of a help, they’re just more scrap 
that has to be removed. In the end, you’ll 
want the relationship between the carbody 
and the trucks/underframe to be right 
both vertically and longitudinally. 

The practical means of doing this is to glue 
¼’ x ¼” styrene blocks strategically located 

to the inside of the carbody to align with 
clearance holes for 2/56 flat head screws 
drilled in the frame. These, of course, are 
positioned to achieve the above-
mentioned considerations regarding 
alignment.   

Rather nasty look at the “behind the scenes” 
part under the hood. The larger styrene blocks 
hold the chassis at the correct height 

Initially I attach these with a combination 
of Goo and ACC, which allows for some 
repositioning until the ACC sets. When all 
is right, a liberal application of JBWeld to 
the blocks will help insure their undivided 
and permanent attention. This is best done 
first because the blocks will determine 
where things go on the chassis and, you 
don’t want to be doing this kind of heavy, 
possibly messy work on a painted and 
finished model. 

Mechanical Work 

I re-used the P2K FA trucks with slight 
modifications. I had to trim off a little of 
the tops of the brake lever brackets to clear 
the added channels. In addition, the brake 
levers were not made with an offset bend 
in them so they would appear to set level 
with the sideframes. They look funky 
sticking up at an angle. You can either try 
to bend in the offset or, simply trim the 
levers flush with the sideframe and glue 
the cylinder’s mountings on the back of 
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the sideframe so that they cannot rotate. 
Nobody will notice the levers being 
trimmed and brake cylinders correctly 
mounted parallel to the horizontal 
centerline will look much better anyway. 

The innards of the trucks, i.e., the gears 
were all removed and cleaned. After 
masking the bolster tops and vertical 
electrical tabs and discarding the funky 
plastic piece P2K used, I primed the sheet 
steel sides with Rustoleum’s Etching 
Primer and finished with Scalecoat II’s 
“Flat Black (matte)”. After adding the ATS 
pick-up shoe and speed recorder drive to a 
sideframe that will go on the front 
engineer’s side truck, you can paint the 
sideframes with Scalecoat II flat black as 
well. 

Due to the cracked gear issues with the 
original P2K wheel sets, I decided to use 
new NWSL half axle sets with Athearn 
gears. I’ve always found that NWSL 
wheels offer superior performance and are 
well worth the hunt, these days, to find 
them. I obtained mine from the folks at 
Litchfield Station. 

At this point, the trucks were carefully 
lubricated and re-assembled. Regarding 
the gearing inside the trucks, apparently, 
the P2K gears have a slight taper to their 
bores so; if they don’t want to go on their 
axles, simply turn them around. Also, 
make sure you clean any paint out of the 
axle slots for the wheel bearings. At this 
time I soldered short wires to the edges of 
the body bolsters and trimmed the vertical 
contact tab to accept a ¼” stake-on 
electrical connector. This provides  
removable connections should the truck 
ever need to be removed. 

Truck for 3800 after painting and with power 
pick up wires soldered on. I decided for 3800 I 
would dispense with the stake-on connector 
and just solder the wire directly to the tab. 

At this time I place the assembled trucks 
on a flat surface to make sure all 4 wheels 
touch with no rocking. If you find that the 
truck rocks on diagonally opposite wheels, 
you can carefully file the slots slightly 
deeper on the high wheels until the 
rocking disappears. For best performance 
the truck should set with all four wheels 
firmly in contact with the rail and without 
rocking in any direction. 
 

 
 

The frame with trucks temporarily installed, 
but the channels are yet to be mounted to the 
frame. 
 
Mechanically, we’re coming down the 
home stretch now. I found two excellent 
motors on EBay that were intended for 
MRC’s Alco 420’s.  
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This is one of the MRC motors I got off Ebay 
along with the Highliner horns and number 
boards. Also in this view is one of the 
Wiseman Model Services Steps with the 
mounting wires soldered in place. 
 
These even have the universal sockets 
machined in with the flywheels in one 
piece. I did have to go down the center of 
these sockets with my 1/8” milling bit to 
open them up to accept NWSL universal 
balls but, this was easy enough. I mounted 
the motors lying on their sides to obtain 
the least angle for the universals using 
RTV silicone and rope caulk. 

Completed chassis showing Decoder Buddy 
mounted on top of the motor with rope caulk 
plus additional caulk to help hold the motor. 
Note the bracket bent from brass and 
blackened to hold the Soundtraxx speaker. 
Additional small bits of caulk help hold the 
wires from the trucks out of the way of the 
universals. 

After filling in the original motor 
mounting recesses there wasn’t a lot of 
room underneath the motors for a good 
RTV bond so adding rope caulk to the 
side’s firmed things up. 

A word about “rope caulk”. Rope caulk is 
available at your local DIY or hardware 
store and is intended to seal around doors 
and windows. It comes 5 strips wide on a 
roll. Any needed amount is easily pinched 
off. For our purposes it’s very versatile 
stuff. I use it to hold wires in position, 
hold in headlight bulbs and LED’s, and 
hold decoders in position amongst other 
things. The beauty of it is that it sticks to 
most anything and can be molded to any 
shape but is removable if need be. Really 
handy stuff to have around with almost 
unlimited uses. 

Rope caulk from the hardware store. 

The final step mechanically was to install 
NWSL sockets on the worm shafts and 
measure and fit the 2mm connecting shafts 
between the motor and the worm sockets. 
This was followed by what my Pop used 
to refer to as the “smoke test”. A little 
straight DC was applied to make sure the 
whole thing worked. Any needed 
adjustments were made and, in addition, I 



Bringing Up Baby ((FFaaccee)) 	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 107	

took this opportunity to make sure I knew 
which was the “+” connection on the 
motor for forward operation. 

Giving Baby Her Voice 

Erik Fiske at Tony’s Train Exchange, was 
very helpful in deciding what DCC 
equipment would work best for this 
application. The good news here is that 
there is plenty of room inside the Baldwin 
shell so nothing has to be “shoe-horned” 
in. He suggested I use NXTrains “Decoder 
Buddies” to facilitate mounting the 21 pin 
decoders from LokSound. The “Decoder 
Buddies” I love. However, LokSound I do 
have a bone to pick with. To be blunt, I 
don’t like being captive to their rather 
expensive “power packs” which, because 
these units will be comparatively light in 
overall weight, would benefit greatly from 
a power sustaining capability of some sort. 
If the engine stalls for any reason both the 
sound and movement will stop and if the 
engine’s contact is restored it will move 
again but the sound won’t automatically 
start. Hence, the desirability of some sort 
of power sustaining capability. 

It was a simple matter to connect the wires 
from the trucks to the Decoder Buddy 
after securing it to the top of the motor 
with some rope caulk. I bent a piece of 
0.015 x 0.250 brass strip to a U shape and 
attached it just ahead of the forward 
flywheel and mounted a SoundTraxx 
sugar cube speaker to the top.  

After connecting the speaker wires 
Voila…Baldwin gurgles and chugs! 

 I will have to say I am happy with the 
sound from the LokSound decoders. Also, 

since once finished this pair of units will 
largely stay on Russ’s layout, I intend to 
use a jumper between the unit and mount 
just a speaker in 3800. Because the 
LokSound decoders are rated for 4-ohm 
output impedance, having two 8-ohm 
speakers in parallel won’t be a problem. I 
just have to make sure positive goes to like 
positive on the speakers. This is all a 
matter of your taste in sound decoders and 
I admit, just having a second sound 
decoder in 3800 might be the easiest 
option. 

The last detail here is to tell you that, 
because these units are intended to stay 
together, I clipped off the Kadee 
uncoupling pins between the units. This is 
to avoid accidental un-couplings. 

The End 

Thank God, you’re saying, won’t this 
wordy bastard ever shut up! OK. 3800 will 
be a carbon copy of 3801 so, no use blah, 
blah, blah-ing about it here. That being the 
case, I think I’ll go down and play with 
3801. You’ve just got to love those 
guttural, John Deere tractor-like Baldwin 
sounds. Perhaps I could figure out a way 
of adding the aroma of diesel fuel, lube oil, 
and grease that Baldwin’s were so noted 
for throwing around. Hmm… 

See the Steve’s Baldwin Locomotive Works 
Baby Face photos on the next two pages. 
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The finished model 3801 at Purina Road west of Albany. 

View of 3801 at Purina Rd looking down. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of Flash Drives with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these Drives to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. – Computer manufacturers are no longer providing DVD drives with their 
computers, so we have begun to offer Archive and NYCSHS Collinwood Shop Products on 
3.0 Flash Drives. Buy them and just plug them into one of your USB ports on your computer 
and enjoy them just as you would a DVD. 

From Horsecars to Interurbans – Oneida Railway Company 

CCC&StL (Big Four) Valuation Maps – Full Coverage 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCS Central Headlight Magazine 1940 – 1968 
The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 1932 when they stopped 
publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock market crash. That magazine was called the New 
York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight in 1940 and continued to 
provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an independent railroad. 

It was published monthly by, and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of the New York Central 
Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the railroad workers, their families and the home 
communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the employees, and events that impacted the employees 
and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad during those years that it 
was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 
also available in digital form from the NYCSHS. 

NYCS Structures  (Reissued on a Flash Drive) 
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The majority 
of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the Penn 
Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to as 
"Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.  

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photo of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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Charlie Crawford Moves His Adirondack Division 

 
In the next issue we will take a look at how Charlie made changes to his existing layout after 
retiring. 

 
Brian Scace Builds a NYC GP-20 in Brass 

 
Brian is the ex-editor of O Scale Trains magazine and built this locomotive from scratch in brass. 
This is something that isn’t done much anymore.  A necessity in the “old days”, it is rare to see this 
kind of skill today.   
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Chuck Beargie Is Modeling Jefferson, Ohio On the LS&MS in 1928 

 
For the last 20 years, NYCSHS member (#5459) Chuck Beargie has been researching and 
modeling the Ohio agricultural town of Jefferson which was located on the LS&MS / NYC’s 
Franklin / Oil City branch line. This line connected with the Chicago to New York Water-
Level-Route mainline in Ashtabula, Ohio and ran south to Youngstown, Ohio to connect 
with the P&LE. Beginning next issue, Chuck will offer a series of articles on the history of 
this branch line and the town of Jefferson, and how he has modeled it circa 1928.   Watch for 
the start of his series in the October 2020 edition. 

 
Visiting Michael Casatelli’s Wonderful NYC Train Collection 

 
In the next issue we will get a detailed look at Michael’s vast collection of NYC O-Scale trains. He 
has them prominently display for us in the 4th Qtr. 2020 issue.  Don’t miss it!!    
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We are taking 2020 memberships now!!! 

Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships 
in the NYCSHS. 

Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 
You find them all. 

Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 
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Some excerpts from the New York Central System Central Headlight Flash Drive
 

 

 
Francis Xavier McKenna, Engineman on the Empire State Express made his last run on August 11, 
1944 after 51 years of railroading.  He ended his work on his 70th birthday.  

 
At first glance, the photo above might represent a switcher at work in Beacon Park Yard, but in 
reality it is a scene on a model railroad built and operated by Fred W. Lane.  Mr. Lane was an 
aircraft electrical expert at Grenier Field, West Goffston, NH and operated over 500 feet of track 
with 15 locos and 150 pieces of rolling stock.  All in September 1944 with a World War in progress. 
 
These pages are from the September 1944 edition of the NYCS Central Headlight available on a flash 
drive in the Collinwood Shop.  You can find them as NYCS Central Headlight 1940 – 1968. They are 
fully reproduced and are searchable on the flash drive. 
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Some excerpts from the NYC Lines Magazine DVD                           

 
Cartoon from the July 1928 NYCL Magazine.  Management wanted to burn less coal. 

 

                        
These cartoons, signs and women’s fashions feature make this NYCSHS Flash Drive very interesting 
reading.  It is wonderful to be able to learn about the NYC in the days when our parents and/or 
grandparents may have ridden or watched the NYC as youngsters.  
 
New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The 
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time.  This ad brings back some interesting memories for 
those who saw these products in the homes of our parents and grand parents as we were growing up. 
For many of our younger members these are only things that disappeared before they were born. The 
NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of the issues of the magazine.  It was published from 
1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922.  Look 
for it in the Collinwood Shop www.NYCSHS.net 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

 

These poster ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. The one on the 
left announces the Empire State Express beginning service with new streamlined equiipment.  The 
one on the right provides information about the employees on the 20th Century Limited. 

 

 
An ad from 1902 providing information about the Empire State Express.  A big difference in 

equipment from the one shown above for 1941. Still an important train in its day. 
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NYCSHS 2021 Convention 

50 Year Anniversary of the NYCSCHS 

May 14 – May 16, 2021 

Cleveland, OH - Holiday Inn, Cleveland South 

  
The upcoming 2021 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH. The poster pictured reminds 
us that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention.  This one promises to 
provide exciting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts.  The 2019 
convention was a huge success, the 2020 one was cancelled, and this upcoming one promises to 
provide lots of excitement too. We are returning to our roots in Cleveland for the 50th Anniversary 
Convention. More details on the website: www.NYCSHS.org  

For Details Go To: https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/ 
 

To download a registration form, go to: 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/nycshs2020registrationform.pdf 

To register online go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Convention-
Registration_c_23.html 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits 

 
(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)                (Lot	732	Pacemaker)	

 

 
 
The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. 
The 50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 
19000 series caboose they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of 
the body. In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment 
and were painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service. 
 
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less 
trucks but Westerfields Models has the correct trucks.   Offered here in the store at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html. The kits 
come with the decals for the appropriate caboose. 
 
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
	

 
Railfanning the Northeast 1934 – 1954 Vol. 4 NYC, NH and LIRR 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html 

New	Book	From	
Morning	Sun	Books.	

Lot’s	of	NYC	Action!!	
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AMB	N-Scale	NYCS	19000	Wood	Caboose	Kit	

  
Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end 
walls, and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim 
assembly; laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window 
glazing, truss rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke 
jack; custom decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide 
information on painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included. 

 
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html  
	

Central	Headlight	DVD	1970	–	2017	 

 
The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in  

any web browser.  The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members. 
Free Shipping. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html 
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC 

 
Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted 
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to 
P&LE 9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not 
only to the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These 
books are full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, 
builder’s construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases 
ultimate disposition. 
 
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years.  All of our copies of these books have 
been sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so.  This softcopy version has 
been made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS 
resource.  If you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you. 

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95  
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and 
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the 

same for members and non-members. 
 

Free shipping.   Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
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Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo PA/PB DC or DCC 

 
The Alco PA series locomotives are considered by many to be the most attractive diesel locomotives ever produced. The 
PA locomotives were built by a partnership of American Locomotive and General Electric between 1946 and 1953. They 
offered two models, the PA-1 initially followed by the PA-2. Both were powered by Alco’s 16-cylinder 244 diesel engines 
generating 2,000 HP in the PA-1 and 2,250 in the PA-2.  
The PA locomotives were designed to compete with General Motors’ EMD E-units in the passenger locomotive market. 
While one could argue the ALCos won in style, they did not win in reliability. Their 244 prime movers could not unseat 
the EMD 567, and the PAs were demoted to secondary service on many lines. Most were retired as passenger service 
declined in the 1960s, and nearly all were scrapped. 

Features: 
• Correct nose and roof profiles 3D-scanned from the prototype 
• Loads of roadname-specific details 
• Non-dynamic brake versions, 
• Full underbody piping and conduit  
• Separate grab irons and handrails installed at the factory  
• Etched-metal grilles, where appropriate  
• Lit number boards, headlights and green and white class lights 
• Lit control stands and full cab interior  
• Operating Gyralite or red Mars light, where appropriate  
• Rapido’s proven drive system adapted from the FA-2  
• DCC with a TCS Sound Decoder featuring Rapido’s exclusive Alco 244 sounds, programmed to operate 

seamlessly with Rapido’s other sound-equipped locomotives. 

Time is Running Out to Order!!!!! 
View in Collinwood Shop at: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-HO-

Scale_c_119.html 
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NYCSHS Backpack or Shoulder Bag	

													 	
The deluxe backpack has three roomy zippered interior compartments, two outside mesh pockets, 
padded shoulder straps for comfortable weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying, 
and adjustable straps and buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.   

The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four 
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap 
closures. 

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html  

 
New York Central Systems Plaques 

	

	 	 	 	

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of 
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New 
York Central and its subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad 
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos, but are crafted from wood and 
painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being used to decorate the conference room in 
the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html	
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	Colorful NYC Mohawk and E-8 Three-Dimensional Art	
	

    
 

These 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted 
in accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive 
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional 
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.  

Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives. 
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and 
have working lights.  Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia 
room. They are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being 
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  

They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at 15% 
below retail for NYCSHS members. 

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00  NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25 
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.  
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood 
Side Caboose Kits (HO-Scale) 

   

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola 
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into 
the 1960s.   
 
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included 
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish. 
 
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 
each plus shipping and handling costs.  Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html 

 
American Flyer S-Gauge – From Lionel  

 
The 2020 AF catalog lists several NYC items available for this year!!! 

 
Take a look at the following: 

  
 

      
 

Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Flyer_c_184.html 
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MTH S-Gauge/Scale 2020 Catalog Items 
 

         

 
Upgraded S-Scale Helper Service Models 

 
Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/MTH-S-Scale_c_72.html 
 

MTH O-Gauge/Scale 2020 Catalog Items 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/MTH-Electric-Trains-O-
Scale_c_71.html 
 
And: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/MTH-RailKing-O-Scale_c_75.html 
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Bethlehem Car Works Passenger Car Kits 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

 
Lot’s of NYCS passenger cars. 

Go to: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-Bethlehem-Car-Works-
Inc_c_108.html 
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD & Flash Drive 

 

 

The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until 
the final edition in October 1932.  It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers 
and employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the 
railroad workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the 
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.  You will also find hundreds of 
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that 
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. 

This DVD or Flash Drive contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set 
that was reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that 
research is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCSHS archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company and for the NYC 
employees. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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NYCS Central Headlight – 1940- 1968 (Historic Employee Magazine) 

 

The New York Central Railroad published an employee magazine starting in 1919 until 
1932 when they stopped publishing for financial reasons brought on by the 1929 stock 
market crash. That magazine was called the New York Central Lines Magazine. 

They began a second magazine called the New York Central System Central Headlight 
in 1940 and continued to provide it until 1968 at the end of the NYCS as an 
independent railroad. 

It was published monthly by, and distributed to the 100,000 officers and employees of 
the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the 
railroad workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about 
the railroad, the employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad. 

It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. It is an excellent companion publication to our 
previously published NYCL Magazine 1919 – 1940 also available in digital form from 
the NYCSHS. 

Available on a flash drive in the Collinwood Shop: 
 https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-
_c_180.html 
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD 

  

The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication 
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS.  It is published quarterly and represents some very 
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years 
the quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved. 

This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in 
many of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the 
editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from 
scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research is very 
easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCentral Modeler staff.  These past editions are no long available for download from our 
website. 

Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018.  It 
contains many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by 
both NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS. 

The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images 

 
These	 CDs	 contains	 a	 collection	 of	 photographs	 from	 the	 NYCSHS	 archives.		 They	
provide	a	 small	number	of	 the	 several	 thousand	photos	 that	have	been	 scanned	by	
NYCSHS	 Archive	 volunteers	 over	 many	 years.		 The	 majority	 of	 archive	 photo	
collection	comes	from	the	many	photos	saved	when	the	NYCS	merged	to	become	the	
Penn	 Central	 Railroad.		 Additional	 photos	 came	 from	 individual	 donors	 of	 their	
collections	to	the	NYCSHS.	
	
These	CDs	provide	excellent	photographs	for	pleasant	viewing	or	provide	details	for	
modeling	of	these	locomotives.	
	
We	have	several	more	being	assembled	and	they	will	soon	be	added	to	the	collection	
of	 available	 CDs	 containing	 locomotive	 images.	 	 Right	 now	 we	 are	 working	 on	
Hudsons,	Niagaras,	0-8-0s,	Fairbanks	Morse	road	engines	and	switchers.	

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30  

and that is 30% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

More Locomotive Photo Collection CDs coming soon. 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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NYCS Steam Loco Images 

 
NYCS 0-8-0 “Yard Goats” 

This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a small number of the 
several thousand photos that have been scanned by NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years.  The 
majority of archive photo collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the 
Penn Central Railroad.  Additional photos came from individual donors of their collections to the NYCSHS. 

These locomotives were built by a number of manufacturers over the years. They were sometimes referred to 
as "Yard Goats" by the NYCS employees. The collection includes a complete roster of all of the NYC 0-8-0s.  
 

 
This drive contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives.  It provides a collection of photo of 
the Pacific, Hudson and Mohawk locomotives that were streamlined by the NYC to take advantage of the 
excitement around the streamlining of locos by many of the American railroads before WW-II. 

These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 
 

http://www.NYCSHS.net 
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Over 35,000 NYCS Photos and Tens of Thousands of ValMaps are 

Available Online Now 
 
These are all Available for Research or Purchase and are Easily Accessible. 
Take a few minutes to browse the photos and/or ValMaps available by 
following the instructions below.  Don't miss out on this valuable resource. 

 

To simply view the photo or Val Map  
 

offerings from the NYCSHS, just go to the website 
 

and enjoy.	

Go	to	the	website	here:		https://n317.fmphost.com/fmi/webd#RR_Research-ValMaps 
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Check Out The Newest NYCSHS Archive Releases 
All	New	NYCSHS	Archive	Products	Will	Be		

Release	on	
USB	Flash	Drives	in	Jewel	Cases	

 

 
 

 
From Horsecars to Interurbans 

Oneida Railway Company  By John Taibi 
Digital Book 

Available at:  https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 

 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railway  

Complete Big Four ValMaps – Digital Map Set 
 

Available at:  https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-
Val-Maps-_c_180.html  

 
These are the first two of our releases on 3.0 drives replacing 
the DVD format we have used in the past. They are compatible 
with all old and new computers using 2.0 or 3.0 USB ports. Plug 
them into your USB port and they work just like the DVDs did. 
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 

(NYC's Harlem Division)   

 
The Story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when New York City 
authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island that evolved into a 
major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with the City. 
 
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central’s Harlem Division, but a 
photographic look at the history of this railroad that was the driving force in developing the regions 
of New York State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Massachusetts. 
 
Several noted photographers and railroad historians have opened their collections to us and they are 
the major source of the nearly 600 photographs, maps and timetables that lie between the covers of 
this publication. These folks have literally saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad 
and we are proud to present their work within. 

 
MSRP $64.95  NYCSHS Members' Price Now Reduced to $45.00! 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html 
 

From Gotham to The Berkshires
New York Central’s Harlem Division 

WITH

Classic Photos Along “The Old Put”

by John M. Ham
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 
New York Central’s Harlem Division                                         

   The story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when 
New York City authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Man-
hattan Island. Over the decades this evolved into a major commuter railroad con-
necting New York State’s upstate communities with the City.
   This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central System’s
Harlem Division. Rather it is a photographic look at the history of this railroad that 
was the driving force in developing the region along the eastern border of New York 
State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Western Massachusetts.
   Several noted photographers as well as railroad historians have opened their 
collections to us. They are the major source of the nearly 600 images, maps, and  
timetables that lie between the covers of this publication. These folks have literally 
saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad. We are proud to present 
their work within these pages.      

Stony Clove & Catskill Mountain Press
P.O. Box 383  -  Hunter, New York  -  12442 $64.95

Cover Template.indd   1 5/30/2019   1:04:37 PM
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NYCSHS Announces Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC 
Videos 

Brand New!!!!! 

                     
Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1  - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2 

 

                
Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3 

All of these videos are priced the same. 

This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing 
much of the history of our favorite railroad.  Many hours of enjoyment available at the 

members’ price of 20% off MSRP.   

The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Movie-DVDs_c_18.html
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version 

MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 

Books, Books, Books 

 

	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html	
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings	

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Lightning Stripe Gray or Black) 

   
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Mugs (Front & Back) 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Beer Stein 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary MTH HO-Scale Pacemaker 50th Anniversary 

Boxcar 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings (Continued) 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Polo Shirt 

 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary 2020 Calendar 

 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Early Bird NYC Jacket 

All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 
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Andy Fletcher Hand Drawn NYCS Posters 

                                               

                    
 
These are drawings done by Andy Fletcher who donated a set to us to help raise money 
for the Society. We only have a very limited number of these so order soon or you will 
miss out on these beautiful and accurate posters. They are 11" X 17" and will be shipped 
in mailing tubes directly to you from the Collinwood Shop. 
 
MSRP $17.00   NYCSHS member price is $17.00 as these were donated to help us raise 

money for the Society. Shipping is $8.00 and is added to the price for these, so you will 
be charged $25.00 including shipping. Ohio residents will pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCS-Memorabilia_c_154.html 
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NYCentral Modeler Final Thoughts 
 

Well summer is arriving and we are still suffering many of the discomforts of the Coronavirus 
but we still have our modeling to keep us from being completely bored as it continues.  
 
We have been very busy over the last few months in spite of all of the restrictions.  We have 
released a couple of loco photo flash drives, made a modeling video, added new NYCS 
products to our Collinwood Shop, rescheduling and then cancelling the 2020 Convention, 
rescheduling the Albany Mini, continued limited production in the archive, stopping shipping 
of products and then starting again on a limited basis, bringing our cloud backup for the 
archive, and doing all of the many administrative things we do all the time. 
 
As for coming activities at the NYCSHS, the 50th Anniversary Convention in Cleveland will 
now be an exciting event held in May 2021.  The two Minis’ in Michigan City and Albany will 
be fun and I hope to see many of you at those events. 
 
As you already know we have a large number of products featuring the NYCSHS 50th 
Anniversary for sale in the Collinwood Shop. These will continue to be available for the rest of 
this year and into 2021 for the convention in Cleveland next year. I hope you take the time to 
look them over and purchase some of them to show the world that we are a dynamic and fun 
organization.  The NYC Pacemaker 50th Anniversary boxcars make a positive statement about 
the Society as they run on your layout, your club’s layout, your next operating session, or 
simply displayed on your desk or shelves.  Buy a couple to show your pride and help the 
Society at the same time. 
 
Again, I want to remind you again an important change in how we are providing the products 
coming from the NYCSHS archive. Until about 2005, most desktop and laptop computers were 
supplied with floppy disk drives but floppy disk drives became obsolete with the widespread 
adoption of CD and DVD drives supplied with computers. 
 
Today, almost all new computers come without these drives and the external versions have 
disappeared. All computers come with USB ports and flash drives are the means to obtain the 
info previously provided on CDs or DVDs. In fact CDs are pretty much obsolete as well. Flash 
drives are now appearing as version 3.0 replacing the older drives.  Luckily, the 3.0 versions are 
backward compatible with the 2.0 slots. 
 
As the result of all of this, we are now supplying all of our digital products on 3.0 flash drives.  
We still have a small supply of some of our products on DVDs and will continue to provide 
them until they are gone, but once they are sold out those products will only be produced on 
flash drives. 
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The flash drive is used by inserting it into one of the USB ports on your computer and at that 
point the material is accessible just the same way as it was on CDs or DVDs.  You can view the 
material, download it or copy it just as you did from the CDs or DVDs. 

This change will have very little impact on the price but will provide useable information in a 
format that will be good until they come up with something else new. 

It was very gratifying to see that Kato has finally released the N-scale NYC 20th Century Limited 
set.  Many years ago I purchased a Kato NYC N-scale 6-car Smooth Side Passenger car set, a 
PA-1/PB-1/PA-1 set and a set of E-8/E-9s for my father on his 80th birthday.  He was a big 
NYC fan and he and mom had moved to a smaller house and he no longer had any of his 
models.  I have that set in my collection and it will be interesting to see the differences between 
them and the new Kato sets. I purchased them in 1991. They reside on my top shelf along with 
Pop’s very early American Flyer O-gauge train set from the 1910s. 

We are working hard with the cancellation of the 2020 convention.  We have announced the 
2021 convention and informed all of you that you can request a refund of your registration or 
ask us to move it to the 2021 convention. We sent out a MailChimp email, posted all of this on 
the website and still have heard back from very few of you.  If you had a 2020 Convention 
registration please contact Director, Ralph Schiring and tell us what you would like for us to do 
with your registration.  He can be reached at nycrrstore@cox.net or by phone (402-203-5931). 

The two 2020 NYCSHS Minis will be exciting and informative events for all NYCS fans and 
modelers.  We have an extensive one-day program set for both events. The first will be on 
October 17 in Michigan City, Indiana and the second on December 5 in Albany, New York.  
These day long events include presentations on the NYCS and on modeling the NYCS.  Check 
earlier sections for details. 

The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee, chaired by Seth Lakin, has begun to focus on new 
potential structure and rolling stock models to develop.  We are working with some of our 
current suppliers and some new ones to try to get some new models in the works shortly. Stand 
by for details in our MailChimps, website and the Collinwood Shop. 

We continue to get articles from some of our past authors and some new ones and I know that 
they would really like to hear some feedback on what they do.  Please take a minute to send us 
an email telling us what you think about the magazine and the articles.  Send it to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net. 

Thanks, Noel                                                                          
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Dear Loyal M.T.H. Customers, 
June 8, 2020 - First, on behalf of M.T.H. Electric Trains, I want to thank you for the support and encouragement you have 
shown my company over our 40-year journey. From humble beginnings and a lot of hard work, we were able to build one of 
the world's largest model train manufacturers - one unquestionably buoyed by your unwavering support. 

In particular, I am proud that M.T.H. has released more models than any train manufacturer in the history of our hobby. The 
variety, quality, and infusion of technology throughout our offerings allowed M.T.H. Electric Trains to help bring enjoyment 
to all who share our wonderful hobby. 

It is, therefore, with mixed emotions that I tell you I have decided to retire in 2021 and close the business. The last two M.T.H. 
catalogs, our 2020 Volume 2 O Gauge catalog, and our 2020 HO catalog and all non-delivered items from our 2020 Volume 1 
O Gauge catalog, 2020 Ready-to-Run Train Set catalog, 2019-2020 S Gauge catalog, and 2019-2020 G Gauge catalog will 
feature the last products produced by M.T.H. Electric Trains. 

The new items featured in all these catalogs will be available beginning Summer 2020 through April 2021 and will carry our 
limited one-year warranty supported by our Authorized Service Center network and the M.T.H. Service Department. Upon our 
closing in May 2021, our ASC network will provide warranty coverage through April 2022. A list of M.T.H. Authorized 
Service Centers is available on the M.T.H. website and will be updated as M.T.H. Authorized Retailers join the program over 
the coming months. 

M.T.H. Electric Trains would not have enjoyed success without the support of the M.T.H. Authorized Retailer network. While
traditional retail has changed significantly over the past decade, the independent hobby shop has been and continues to be the
most important cog in our distribution chain. I truly appreciate the support and friendship these shops have shown M.T.H. I
wish all of them good luck and prosperity in the years to come.

Finally, I want to thank all of my employees for their hard work over the years. Most of them have been with me for decades 
and their loyalty and talents were paramount to our success. 

With thousands of tools and molds and a wealth of intellectual property, a new model railroading company may arise from my 
former company as I entertain various options and buyers. One scenario is a new company organized and owned by members 
of my current staff. Their decades of experience, work ethic, and creative talent will ensure success regardless of who owns 
the assets while providing a welcome bridge between the past 40 years and the future. 

The remainder of my time will be busy as we clear out inventory and other miscellaneous items accumulated over the past 40 
years. As that process evolves, we’ll be offering consumer and retailer purchase opportunities 

Again, from the bottom of my heart, thank you for your loyal support for all these years. 

Mike Wolf, President 
M.T.H. Electric Trains



For	details	about	the	Mini	contact	Seth	
Lakin	at:

lakinsa@yahoo.com	

You	may	register	and	pay	online	in	the	
Collinwood	Shop	at:	

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/admin/it
eminfo.asp?pannel=1&catid=1628	

Or	you	may	download	a	registration	
form	to	mail	in	with	payment	at:	

https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2020/
05/michigancityminiregistrationform-1.pdf

The	NYCSHS	Mini	
	

Saturday,	October	17,	2020	
Michigan	City,	IN	

Michigan	City	Public	Library	
100	E.	4th	Street	

Michigan	City,	IN	46360	
9:30	am	–	4:30	pm	CDT	

Presenters: 
• Jim Suhs, NYC's Kankakee

Branch
• Kyle Coble, Scratch building

models from photographs
• Alex Schneider, Pullman Plan

2505 10 Compartment Observation
and Plan 2540 8 Compartment
Observation

• Dave Mackay, NYC's 19000 series
wood cabooses

• Seth Lakin, Michigan City's
Railroads and modeling them circa
1960

• Free	Parking
• Registration	$35.00	NYCSHS
members	&	$45.00	for	non-
members	-	Lunch	catered

For	Information	on	Reservations	
Contact:	
Ralph	Shiring	
nycrrstore@cox.net	
402-203-5931

Come	and	learn	about	the	NYCS	and	modeling	the	
NYCS.		These	“mini”	conventions	are	designed	to	
provide	information	for	NYC	fans	and	modelers.		
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Please	Print	

Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	

Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

City______________________________________________State/Province_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	

Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	

Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	

Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	

Number	of	Member	Attendees_____	@	$35.00	each.	Member	Amount	Paid	$___________________	

Non-Member	Attendees_____	@	$45.00	each.			Non-Member	Amount	$_________________________	

	Total	Enclosed:	$_____________________	

Please	send	registration	to:	 Ralph	Schiring	
Modeler’s	Mini	
16623	Oak	Street		

								Omaha,	NE		
68130-2051	

Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc	
Registration	Fee:	

NYCSHS	Members	(Including	family	members)	cost	is	$35.00	each	
Non-NYCSHS	Members	cost	is	$45.00	each.	

Hotel	Rooms	have	not	been	reserved,	as	we	will	be	meeting	in	the	Michigan	City	Public	Library	100	
4th	Street,	Michigan	City,	 IN.	You	must	obtain	your	own	hotel	 for	 the	event.	 	A	 listing	of	potential	
hotels	can	be	found	on	the	NYCSHS	website	at:	https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/	

This	 list	 is	 for	your	 information	only.	The	NYCSHS	 is	not	responsible	 for	 the	quality	of	any	of	 the	
listed	hotels.	

Box	lunches	will	be	provided	as	part	of	the	registration	fee.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
Mini 

Michigan City, IN October17, 2020 
Registration Form	
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NYCSHS	Modeler’s	Mini	Convention	
	

	 	 	 	

December	5,	2020	
Holiday	Inn	Express	Wolf	Road	
16	Wolf	Road,	Albany,	NY	12205	

	
This	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	meet	other	NYCSHS	modelers,	bring	some	NYCS	modeling	friends,	learn	some	new	
skills,	understand	what	is	available	for	modelers	from	the	NYCSHS	archives,	and	provide	input	to	the	NYCSHS	
modeling	program.		Last	year’s	Mini	was	a	great	success.	

Schedule	(Due	to	the	Coronavirus	the	schedule	may	change	and	additional	presenters	added)	

7:30	am	–	8:25	am	“Registration”	

8:25	am	–	8:30	am	“Welcome”	–	TBD,	NYCSHS	Modelers’	Committee	

8:30	am	-	9:30	am	“19000	Series	Cabooses”	–	Jeff	English		

9:30	am	–	10:25	am	–	“Modeling	the	Syracuse	Division	-	Wayneport	and	Jordon,	NY”	–	Charlie	Newton	

10:25	am	–	10:35	am	–	Break	

10:35	am	–	11:30	am	–	TBD	

11:30	am	–	12:00	pm	–	TBD	

12:00	pm	–	1:00	pm	–	Lunch	–	Box	lunches	can	be	ordered	with	registration.	$13.00	

1:00	am	–	2:00	pm	–	“Around	The	Oval:	Subsidiary	Railroads	of	the	NYCS”	–	Jeff	English	

2:00	pm	–	3:00	pm	–	“3D	Printing	of	Lines	East	Signal	Bridge”	–	Mark	Sklar	

3:00	pm	–	4:00	pm	–	Roundtable	NYCSHS	Modeling	Discussion	

We	are	very	excited	about	this	event	as	it	represents	a	chance	for	us	to	get	to	know	you	in	person	and	hear	how	we	can	
improve	the	support	we	provide	to	NYCSHS	member	modelers.		A	table	will	be	available	for	displaying	your	NYC	
models	so	please	bring	some	for	display	and	discussion.	The	Collinwood	Shop	will	be	open	at	the	end	of	the	Mini	for	
your	buying	pleasure.	

Please	make	your	reservation	for	this	event	in	the	Collinwood	Shop.		https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-
Modelers-Mini--Albany-NY--April-18-2020_p_1506.html	

The	$20.00	fee	partially	offsets	the	cost	of	the	Mini.		You	can	also	download	the	reservation	form	and	mail	it	in	with	a	
check	for	the	$20.00.		Non-members	are	$30.00.		Lunches	are	available	for	$13.00.		Please	request	with	registration.	

To	download	the	form	go	to:	https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2020/06/albanyminiregistrationform-1.pdf	

Hotel	rooms	will	be	available	at	the	Holiday	Inn	Express	Wolf	Road	on	December	4	&	5,	at	NYCSHS	discount	rate	of	
$109.00	plus	8.375%	NY	Sales	tax	and	this	includes	a	hot	breakfast.		Cutoff	date	for	discount	rate	is	November	4,	2020.	
Phone	518-459-3600	and	make	your	hotel	reservation	today.	Mention	NYCSHS	for	rate.	To	view	hotel	go	to:	
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/albany/albwo/hoteldetail	

Don’t	miss	out	–	go	to:	https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/modelersminiregistrationform.pdf	

and	print	out	and	mail	a	registration	form.	Mail	form	and	check	for	registration	and	lunch	to	address	on	form.



	

Please	Print	

Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	

Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

City______________________________________________State/Province_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	

Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	

Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	

Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	

Number	of	Member	Attendees_____	@	$20.00	each.	Member	Amount	Paid	$___________________	

Non-Member	Attendees_____	@	$30.00	each.			Non-Member	Amount	$_________________________	

Lunches___________@	$13.00	each	(Only	food	available	close	by)	Amount	$_____________________	

	Total	Enclosed:	$_____________________	

Please	send	registration	to:	 Ralph	Schiring	
Modeler’s	Mini	
16623	Oak	Street		

								Omaha,	NE		
68130-2051	

Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc	
Registration	Fee:	

NYCSHS	Members	(Including	family	members)	cost	is	$20.00	each	
Non-NYCSHS	Members	cost	is	$30.00	each.	
Lunch	cost	is	$13.00	each.	

Hotel	rooms	will	be	available	at	the	Holiday	Inn	Express	Wolf	Road	on	December	4	&	5,	at	NYCSHS	
discount	rate	of	$109.00	plus	8.375%	NY	Sales	tax	and	this	includes	a	hot	breakfast.		Cutoff	date	for	
discount	rate	is	November	27,	2020.	Phone	518-459-3600	and	make	your	hotel	reservation	today.	
Mention	NYCSHS	for	rate.	To	view	hotel	go	to:	
	https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/albany/albwo/hoteldetail	

New York Central System Historical Society 
Mini 

Albany, NY December 5, 2020 
Registration Form	
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NYCSHS Exclusive

Accurail NYC 3-Bay Hopper (Lot 824-H) 
40'8" All Steel Self-Clearing Offset Hopper

NYCSHS Modeler's committee wanted to offer a custom decorated Accurail 3 bay hopper as a lot 824-H. The 824-H 
was built by General American in 1952 numbered NYC 904000-904999.  The road number is homage to the 
society's 50th anniversary and is authentic. 

Features: 

The artwork is laid out directly over the top of the Builders photo of the hopper, so it should be 
just right. The end lettering is a touch smaller than in the photos, but it needed to be in order 
to print properly in that restricted amount of space. 

These easy-to-build HO Scale plastic car kits feature a one-piece body with details molded in 
place. Decorated models feature authentic paint and lettering schemes with end reporting 
marks. In addition, the trucks feature nonmagnetic axles, and the coupler pockets accepts 
Kadee(R) No. 5 couplers. Also features exceptionally free-rolling wheels. 

MSRP $31.63 NYCSHS member price is $25.30 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership. 
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Modeling Committee.  We could 
use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the website 
and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some strong IT 
knowledge to help with the Headquarters’ IT upgrades. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out. 
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we continue in the summer modeling season, the NYCHS would 
very much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will 
be released in the 4th Qtr. 2020 edition.  You should still be doing a lot 
with your layout or modeling during these coming months. If you will 
be building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would 
be a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by August 15, 2020.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part.  

 
Preview Of 4th

Quarter 2020 issue 

Seth Lakin continues his two-part 
article on modifying the N-Scale 
Architect’s Lines West Station. 

And 

Bob Shaw brings his feature, “NYCS 
O-Gauge Model Railroading” in the 

Oct. 1, 2020 edition.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 

photos for the  4th Qtr. 
2020 edition.  Let us see 

your handiwork. 

Mark Sklar tells us about his 
3-D printing of a NYCS
signal bridge




