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OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   oo ff   TThhiiss   IIssssuuee  

  
Seth Lakin begins a two-part series on NYC’s 
former MC&CS waycars in this issue.     Page 45                                                 

  
NNYYCCSSHHSS  MMeemmbbeerrss  MMooddeellss  

  
  Stan Madyda modeled  a NYC flatcar loaded with 
Farmall tractors and shared a photo of the finished 
model.        Page 81                                            

 

 

 

 

4th Quarter 2019 
Volume 9  Number 4 

 

NYCentral Modeler 
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad 
in all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective of the publication is to help members improve their ability to 
model the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an 
article for us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The vision of 
the NYCSHS is to be the 
preferred source of information 
and products related to the New 
York Central System. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent 
with good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the 
preservation of New York Central 
railroad history with informative 
speakers, presentations, and tours. 
The Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. Member-
ship is open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership/ 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, J. Epperson, J. 
P. Burgess, T.R. Gerbracht, 
S.H. Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Staplin, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor:  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Staplin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 300 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
3,200 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and 
O-scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last four years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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It’s always a pleasure to check out what is available for modeling the New York Central, no 
matter what the scale.  I decided years ago to stick to one scale, as I was starting to get spread out 
into too many different areas, and never thought I would be able to do any of them justice.   I still 
have my 1927 and 1935 Lionel tinplate sets I acquired when I was in Junior High, and the pride of 
the collection, my pre-war 700E, which was a five-year internet project buying the parts and 
pieces to get it complete.  

 
Other than those diversions, my HO-scale modeling was going along fine, until my son Tom 
spent a summer with me between college sessions.  He conspired with my wife Anne to 
landscape the yard, and decided to install a G-scale garden layout. I was fine with it, as I had no 
responsibility for it; he furnished the track, rolling stock, and labor.  I was fine to sit on the patio 
and watch him operate his RS-3 around the rear of the house.  Next thing I know, he’s moving 
back to Maryland and taking the locomotive and most rolling stock with him.  I really enjoyed the 
RS-3, especially since it is was radio controlled and sound equipped.   
 
When the question of what I wanted for Christmas came up, I suggested my own locomotive, so 
we could continue the operation.  I suggested the whole family chip in, as they were a surprised 
at the cost of G-scale motive power.  Much to my surprise, Santa brought me a Piko 0-6-0.   
 
After studying it for quite a while, and digging into the NYCSHS Steam books, I found a similar 
steamer, with the correct boiler diameter, wheel size, and cylinders.  I had to add about three 
actual inches to the boiler and frame to get the proportions right, and added new domes.  It’s not 
like working in HO-scale, since the big tools have to come out.  It is certainly a different feeling to 
work in a larger scale.  I just finished adding ladders and railings to a G-scale caboose for the 
Railroad Museum of PA, as they asked us to help represent the NYC on their display layout.  It 
was a great feeling to do it.  I’m starting to wonder if I’m as dedicated to HO-scale as I think. 

 

 

Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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As I finish up this 34th edition of the NYCentral Modeler 
I can’t help but reflect back over all of the articles and 
photos we have published over the last nine years. 
 
We have introduced hundreds of NYCS models, 
formed an active NYCSHS Modelers’ committee, 
started holding Modelers’ Minis, offered numerous 
archive products that support modeling, and regularly 
published this magazine on time. 
 
Modeling has always been a part of the NYCSHS but 
today it is a very important part of the Society. Almost 
every new member who joins is a modeler.  
 
I only wish that more of you would join us in sharing 
your modeling with us by writing articles, taking and 
sending photos of your model building, collection or 
layout. We really need to see what you do as part of 
NYCS model railroading. For more of my thoughts 
about all of this, check out the last two pages of this 
issue. 
 
Send us an email today and tell us you will share your 
modeling with us. You can also call me at 703-407-3059 
to find out more or to express interest.  We hope to hear 
from you. 
 
Check out our website to see some of the volunteer 
opportunities to help us.  We critically need some 
additional volunteers to keep the Society rolling along. 
If you want to help, just send us an email or make a call 
to volunteer. NYCSHS@verizon.net  - 703-407-3059. 
 
Website Opportunity List – 
https://nycshs.org/volunteer-opportunities/ 
 
If you like what we do, or have suggestions, send me 
your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose 
of providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –
- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales, 
but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used 
for articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  
Statements and opinions made are those of the 
authors and don’t necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-Society-
302109173240295/ 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book 

Know Thy Early Mohawks 
By Tom Gerbracht 

 

• Detailed history of NYC Early 
Mohawks (1916 - 1930) from official 
Railroad Record Cards and official 
NYC drawings 

• Over 250 pages and 200 photographs, 
many previously unpublished, data, 
drawings and a 32-page color section 

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS 
director and former president 

• Hard cover with complete Early 
Mohawks' history 

• Limited publication run 
• Very limited quantity of numbered and 

signed copies available as a separate 
store item 

This	 hard	 cover	 book	 completely	
documents	 the	 New	 York	 Central’s	 early	
Mohawks,	built	in	the	period	1916	through	
1930.	 	 The	 early	 Mohawks	 became	 the	

standard	freight	hauler	on	the	railroad	and	
lasted	 into	 1957,	 the	 very	 end	 of	 the	
railroad’s	 steam	 operations.	 	 The	Mohawk	
type	 locomotive	 was	 the	 third	 type	 of	 the	
famous	 New	 York	 Central	 steam	
triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	 Hudsons,	
Mohawks,	and	Niagaras.		The	large	quantity	
of	 600	 Mohawks	 operated	 by	 the	 Central,	
and	 their	 long	 service	 life,	 requires	 two	
books	 to	 adequately	 describe	 and	
document	the	Mohawk	type.		The	final	book	
describing	 the	 triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	
“late”	Mohawks,	 is	 on	 schedule	 for	 release	
in	2020.	

Know	 Thy	 Early	 Mohawks	 describes	 the	
original	 landmark	 design	 and	 its	 evolution	
through	the	L-2D	class	of	1930.		The	design	
is	 compared	 with	 predecessor	 freight	
locomotives	 used	 by	 the	 Central	 and	
contemporary	 Mountain	 types	 used	 by	
other	 major	 railroads.	 	 The	 book	 contains	
over	200	high	quality	photographic	images,	
many	 previously	 unpublished,	 and	 data,	
drawings,	 and	 documentation	 from	 the	
official	 New	 York	 Central	 files	 that	will	 be	
useful	 to	 modelers	 and	 historians.	 	 A	 32-
page	color	section	is	included.	

Expected Delivery by Christmas 2019 

MSRP  $79.95 NYCSHS Members $63.96  

Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers and 
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 
 
Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 
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Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net

	

ORDER FORM     Know Thy Early Mohawks 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

  

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

 

Phone Number or Email address(Required)_____________________________________________ 

  

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax.  

 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Early Mohawks  
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 
 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS   Non-Member        Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member   Price         Cost                        Sales Tax 
$63.95    $79.95         $10.00                               8% 

 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop.  

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio Sales 

Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost. 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net	
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BBoobb  CChhaappmmaann  ––  AA  NNYYCCSS  DDaayy  aatt   CCiinncc iinnnnaatt ii   UUnniioonn  TTeerrmmiinnaall                                       Page 62  

  
 
 
On the prototype, Bob achieved his lifelong dream as a licensed steam locomotive engineer, 
running for ten years on Michigan’s narrow gauge Huckleberry Railroad followed by Iowa’s 
Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad.  
    
Bob attended University of Cincinnati and Stanford University, and enjoyed a 34-year career 
with Dow Corning in Midland, Michigan in finance, product development, business 
management, and as Chief Information Officer. He and Barb currently reside in Highlands 
Ranch, Colorado.     
 
HHoowwiiee   MMaannnn  ––  FFiinnaall llyy  MMooddee ll iinngg  tthhee  PPuuttmmaann  DDiivv ii ss ii oonn                                          Page 39  

  
  
He created a graduate level college course through which he taught concepts, principals, and 
characteristics of freight transportation and logistics. He has taught this class at NYU 
Tandon School of Engineering, formerly Polytechnic Institute of NYU. 
 
Howie’s dedication to the field of freight and transportation planning led to his concept of a 
school that trained young people for careers and further education in the fields of freight, 
logistics and supply chain management. The school is now known as the School for Global 
Commerce.  
  
SSeetthh  LLaakkiinn  ––  NNYYCC’’ss  FFoorrmmeerr  MMCC&&CCSS  WWaayyccaarrss  ––  PPaarrtt   11                                 Page 45  

  

Bob Chapman is a lifelong model railroader, currently modeling in HO his 
hometown Cincinnati with its seven fallen flags – B&O, C&O, L&N, NYC, 
N&W, PRR, and SR. He enjoys writing about the hobby, with over 80 
published articles in Model Railroader, Railroad Model Craftsman, Mainline 
Modeler, and several historical societies, along with co-authoring the book 
L&N Passenger Trains.	

Although retired, Howie has devoted his career to the field of transportation. 
Beginning as a transportation planner with Metro North Commuter Railroad, 
he has been engaged in one aspect or another of transportation culminating in 
a substantial portion of years focusing on freight planning. At the New York 
Metropolitan Transportation Council, Howie was the manager of freight 
planning services.  

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's 
Water Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. 
However his earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains, but of 
diesels of the late 1970s and early 1980s Conrail.  This is Seth’s eighth 
article as he continues to share his modeling talents with us. Seth is on 
the NYCSHS Model Committee and is a prolific modeler.	
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DDeennnnii ss  RReeggaann  ––  1133tthh  SStt..  LLoouuiiss  RRaaii ll rrooaadd  PPrroo ttoo ttyyee  MMooddee ll ee rrss  MMeeee tt                 Page 75 

  
  
  
  
BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  CCuussttoomm  RRooll ll iinngg  SSttoocckk  HHoonnoorrss  ““NNiicckkee ll   CCii ttyy’’ss  PPrroouudd  PPaasstt     
                                              Page 32 

  

  
 
Bob likes to “talk trains” with friends as a member of TCA (Train Collectors Association), 
LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society), and NYCSHS. 
 
Bob wrote 15 previous articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout. In Part 16 
of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob provides an encore to our Buffalo, NY 
convention by spotlighting custom rolling stock that honors the City’s brewing and 
industrial past. 

Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, 
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan. Bob heads a LLC that provides 
marketing and communications consulting to global clients.   

    
  
  
  
  
  

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central began as a 
boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as they drove by the 
huge ALCO Works.  He marveled at the size of the new steam engines he saw, 
many with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa left a “real” Lionel 
2026 steam engine set under the tree later that year.	

Dennis Regan, Chuck Beargie and Bob Keller have represented the NYCSHS at 
the St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers’ meet.  They continue to attend the 
meet each year and take some of the books and DVDs that the Society has 
produced in the archive to interest visitors at the meet.  They also help people try 
out the “Collinwood Shop”, NYCSHS’ online store.  They displayed some of their  
and NYCSHS models and a lot of enthusiasm to impress visitors	
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IImmaaggiinnee  YYoouurrssee ll ff   PPiicc ttuurreedd  HHeerree   wwii tthh  tthhee  TTii tt ll ee   oo ff   YYoouurr  AArrtt ii cc ll ee   aanndd  PPaaggee  ##  
We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear 
about your layout, collection of modeling skills. 
 
All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write 
about it.  Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something 
for your hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If 
you have a collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then 
just write about how and why you have collected what you have. 
 
We are prepared to help you do this.  All you need to do is contact us and we will provide 
the help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us. 
 
We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling.  We would 
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course we want lots of photos and 
captions for each photo to share with our readers. 
 
Step up to doing sometime for us today.  You will love seeing your name and article title 
here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine. 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 
Tell us what you think this might be and who the manufacturer might be. Send your answers to 

NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
 

 

 
Hall of Heroes- One of our new authors will receive our 

NYCSHS Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their first article in the 
magazine. 

Howie Mann joins our Hall of Heroes and receives a T-shirt 
 

Below you see the logo for the types of models that NYCSHS president, Dave Mackay refers 
to as “Stand In” models.  These models represent NYCS equipment, but do not necessarily 
provide the complete detail that is found in truly prototypical models that we offer in the 
Collinwood Shop when they are available. Look for these ready-to-run models when you 
cannot find an exact model. Exact models offer the fine detail that approximated the NYCS 
real thing. 

 

Look for this logo in the Collinwood Shop 
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Z-Scale Locomotives 

American Z-Line 

 

NYC ALCo RS-3 

The ALCO RS-3 is a 1,600 HP (1.2 MW), B-B road 
switcher diesel-electric locomotive. It was 
manufactured by American Locomotive Company 
(ALCO) and Montreal Locomotive Works (MLW) 
from May 1950 to August 1956, and 1,418 were 
produced — 1,265 for American railroads, 98 for 
Canadian railroads, 48 for Brazilian and 7 for 
Mexican railroads. It has a single, 12-cylinder, 
model 244 engine. 

Features: 

Details will include smokestacks, turbochargers, 
headlights, numberboards, airhorns, snowplows, 
and fuel tanks as appropriate 

MSRP TBA  Expected Delivery TBD 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas 

 

Transportation of livestock “on the hoof” from 
ranches to centralized processing centers was an 
important part of railroading from the 1800s 
through the 1960s, and many different freight car 
designs were employed. While cattle and large 
animals required the full open space of a standard 
boxcar, smaller animals such as sheep and hogs 
could effectively be transported in multi-deck cars, 
doubling (or tripling) the capacity per car while 
keeping the same. 

While removable decks were available to fit in a 
standard 40-foot cattle car, purpose-built multi-
deck cars of 50 feet or more were designed for high 
volume suppliers, especially in the pork industry. 
The Atlas Trainman 50’ Stock car incorporates 
many of the design elements of these double-deck 
cars that found use not only with major carriers, 
but, which also found a home amongst the 
independent traveling circus trains of the 50s - 70s. 

FEATURES: 
• Colorful Painting and Printing 
• Equipped with AccuMate® operating knuckle 
couplers 
AccuMate® couplers are made under license from 
Accurail, Inc. 
 
This car never existed as a NYCS car. 
MSRP $24.95 Expected Delivery TBD 

https://shop.atlasrr.com/  

N-Scale Structures 

N Scale Architect 

 

LS&MS Station Kit 

The Lines West Station kit from The N Scale 
Architect is based on a New York Central - Big 
Four prototype but similar designs were used 
along the NKP and other upper Midwest railroads. 
This detailed kit features laser-cut wood and card 
parts as well as self-adhesive limestone and brick 
accents, shingle roofing and more. 

This is the N-scale version of the LS&MS station kit 
that was produced in HO-scale for the NYCSHS. 

MSRP $89.95 Expected Delivery Now 
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HO-Scale Locomotives 

Atlas

 

NYC FM H16-44  

In the late 1940s, the design team at Fairbanks-
Morse (FM) set out to develop an 8-cylinder 1,500-
horsepower all-purpose road switcher using their 
opposed-piston diesel engine design. By September 
1947 FM had produced the first H15-44 locomotive 
in the form of Demonstrator “FM 1500”. The hood-
unit style body included distinctive features such 
as slightly sloped ends, rounded corners, oval cab-
side windows and a raised, rounded headlight base 
on each end.  

By 1950 other builders had increased the 
horsepower of their competing road switchers, and 
FM responded with the 8-cylinder 1,600-
horsepower H16-44 model. The earliest units were 
externally very similar to the previous H15-44. 
MKT 1591 was initially ordered as an H15-44, but 
was upgraded to 1,600hp during production. 

The first true production H16-44s were ordered by 
Jersey Central. Several large railroads purchased 
this model, including Santa Fe, New York Central, 
Southern and Pennsylvania. A total of 99 units 
would be produced before production of the 
“phase I” version ended in December 1952. FM 
continued to produce H16-44s with phase II and III 
body styles through 1963. 

The model represents the “phase I” body style of 
both the H15-44 and H16-44 that was produced 
between 1947 and 1952. Options include FM or 
AAR truck side frames, high or low-mounted 
headlights, early or late-production phase 1 hoods 
and a removable fuel tank skirt. 

Features: 
• Bi-directional red and green LED marker lamps 
that work in DCC and analog mode 
• Realistic die-cast underframe 

• Five-pole skewed armature motor with dual 
flywheels for optimum performance at all speeds 
• Directional lighting 
• Factory-equipped with AccuMate® knuckle 
couplers 
• Painted crew figures 
• Separately installed scale windshield wipers and 
fine scale handrails 
• Separately applied coupler cut levers and train 
line hoses 
• Separately applied fuel tank skirt as appropriate 
by railroad 
• Etched metal radiator grilles 
• Comes in two road numbers 
• AAR-B or FM-style truck sideframes as 
appropriate by railroad 
• Gold version sound equipped with ESU 
Loksound 
 
MSRP 279.95 DCC/Sound/$169.95 DC Expected 
Delivery 1st Qtr. 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

https://shop.atlasrr.com/ 

Rapido 

 

Rapido ad using photo by NYCSHS member, Otto 
M. Vondrak. 

EMD FL9 (NYC – Heritage Livery) 

Notable among these rebuilt units were four, which 
were sold to the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation and were rebuilt by Chrome 
Crankshaft in 1984-85. Operated for ConnDOT by 
Metro North, these locomotives re-entered service 
wearing their original New Haven McGinnis 
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scheme. Metro North later also repainted two units 
(2012 and 2013) in a fictitious but eye-catching New 
York Central "Lightning Stripe" scheme for service 
on the Hudson Line. In their rebuilt form the 
remaining FL9 fleet operated until 2009, becoming 
the last F-units in daily mainline passenger service 
in the United States. Two units, former Amtrak 488 
and 489, went on to see further service on the 
Maine Eastern until 2015. 

Features: 
• Correct HEP roof details 
• Updated underbody details 
• Modernized classification lights 
• Nose and rear HEP receptacles 
• Optional, operating ditch lights 
• Correct horns and accurate paint schemes 
• All of the other amazing features from their 

first FL9 release 
 
MSRP $349.95 DCC/Sound $249.95 DC Expected 
Delivery TBA 
 
HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas 

 

P&E (NYC) SD Postwar 50’ Single Door Boxcar 

At the end of World War II, railroads ordered large 
numbers of 50' AAR boxcars with a standard 
design that was first widely used in the late 1940s. 
This design was based on the original 1937 AAR 
design but was modified in the post-war era to 
include: improved dreadnaught end and diagonal 
panel roofs with standard or overhanging design. 
These 50' boxcars were a common sight on 
American railroads well into the 1970s and 
1980s.  Meanwhile NYC's Peoria & Eastern 
subsidiary was boldly advertising itself as a 
quicker route around Chicago's terminal 
congestion. 

 

Features: 
• Details such as separately applied ladders 

and grab irons 
• Three different side sill styles - straight, 

tabbed and fishbelly 
• 8' & 9' Superior or Youngstown doors 
• Fully detailed underframe 
• Free rolling trucks with metal wheelsets 
• Accurate printing and prototypical paint 

schemes 
• Comes in two road numbers 

AccuMate® couplers are made under license from 
AccuRail, Inc. 
This car did not exist on the NYCS or P&E. 

 

MSRP $38.95 Expected Delivery 1st Qtr. 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

1932 ARA Boxcar NYC (Demonstrator) 

A goal of the American Railway Association (ARA) 
in the early 1920s was to produce an all-steel 
boxcar that could be recognized as a standard by 
the member railroads. Although the original design 
presented in 1923 produced in excess of 60,000 cars, 
it wasn’t until a new design was presented in 1932 
that the member railroads gave their approval. 

After extensively testing five prototypes in 1933, 
over 14,500 cars were produced for twenty-three 
railroads throughout the following decade. This 
design soon evolved into the 1937, Modified 1937, 
and Postwar AAR boxcars. 

Although not the most popular design produced, 
numerically speaking, the 1932 ARA Standard 
boxcar is considered one of the most important 
designs in railroad history. 
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Features: 
• Accurate painting and printing 
• Friction-bearing trucks 
• AccuMate® couplers are made under license 

from AccuRail, Inc. 
The paint scheme shown by Atlas, with the as-built gray 
or aluminum-paint carbody and black lettering, with a 
paint block over the original ARA reporting marks and 
the NYC marks substituted, also the NYC oval added. 
The presumption is that it was quickly painted in the 
NYC standard oxide red by 1935, but it was the 
depression so who knows how long they let it go. 

It's a bit of a misnomer to call this a demonstrator. As 
the Atlas narrative says, there were five development 
prototypes built, which were subjected to extensive 
testing; the NYC 100000 was built as ARA 1 in 
September 1933.  At some point it was "assigned" to the 
NYC and re-stenciled as Atlas has shown with the NYC 
reporting marks and number, but it was still owned by 
the ARA/AAR. The car was purchased by NYC in 
November 1935, and in the period 1933-1935 it 
continued to be used more as a test mule, including close 
observation while handling revenue loads.  After 1935 it 
appears to have been released from testing and sold to 
NYC; it is likely that this was the time the car would 
have first been completely repainted in NYC-standard 
paint and lettering.  So our educated guess is that the 
p&l scheme proposed by Atlas was on the car during the 
period 1933-1935 when the car was mainly being 
subjected to testing, not owned by the NYC and not in 
general revenue service. 

It was literally one-of-a-kind on the NYC's roster, as 
they did not purchase any more AAR standard cars 
until 1940 when the design had evolved 
substantially.   The car was retired in 1961, and 
probably scrapped shortly thereafter. 

Let's assume the Atlas model is correct for the 
production ARA '32 car; that would be very close to 
correct for some of the five development prototypes, 
including ARA 1/NYC 100000 (at least one of the other 
five had significant variances).  According to Ted 
Culotta's book, the design changes from ARA 1/NYC 
100000 to production were minimal and minor. 

The model as proposed by Atlas would be barely 
appropriate for almost all NYC modelers, if at all. But 
people like the unusual, so why not? 

MSRP $37.95 Expected Delivery 1st Qtr. 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

MTH 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Pacemaker Boxcar 

The New York Central System introduced its 
"Pacemaker" freight trains in 1946. Named after the 
Central's high-speed New York to Chicago 
"Pacemaker" passenger train the service was aimed 
at recapturing L.C.L. (Less than Car Load) traffic. 
The "Pacemaker" trains featured distinctive 
specially designed boxcars painted in a red and 
gray with "Pacemaker" written on the sides in 
script. The cars were equipped with high-speed 
trucks that used stabilizers and bolsters to reduce 
incidents of in-transit damage. As "Pacemaker" 
service expanded the boxcar fleet grew to 1,000 
cars. 
 
The "Pacemaker" fast freights originally operated 
on an 11 hour schedule from Manhattan to Buffalo 
/ Niagara Falls. Carrying the symbol NB-1 the 
"Pacemaker" left Manhattan at 7:45 PM and arrived 
at Buffalo 6:50 AM the following morning.  By 1950 
"Pacemaker Service" reached most Mid-Western 
cities within the Central's service region. 
 
Features: 
·  Detailed Durable ABS Body 
·  Metal Wheels and Axles (Bettendorf Trucks) 
·  Decorative Brake Wheels  
·  1:87 Scale Dimensions  
·  (2) #158 Scale Kadee Whisker Couplers  
·  Detailed Undercarriage  
·  Detailed 4-Wheel Trucks  
·  Sliding Car Doors  
·  Unit Measures: 6 1/4” x 1 1/2” x 2 1/8”  
·  Operates On 18" Radius Curves 
 
Road number 171853 for the year (1853) the NYC 
began and # 172020 for the 50th Anniversary of 
the NYCSHS 
MSRP $30.99 Expected Delivery December 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 16		

Moloco 

 

In 1965 and 1967 (no roofwalk version) Fruit 
Growers Express at their Alexandria, VA plant 
started to build a custom car design for the Procter 
and Gamble Company (P&G) of Cincinnati, OH. 
P&G specifically required a 12-foot wide door 
opening and FGE re-designed their popular 
insulated boxcar design to the customers’ requests. 
FGE purchased their underframes already pre-
assembled by fabricators Berwick in PA they were 
shipped to the Alexandria plant to be rivet 
assembled. The entire boxcar was riveted together 
from the bottom up, this included the unique 7+7 
ADR (alternate double rivet pattern). These 
CADILLACs of the FGE fleet were insulated 
(foamed-in-place), had a proven 20-inch cushioned 
underframe (Keystone and Freight-Saver), all had 
Evans DFB Bulkhead loaders and Evans Side-wall 
Fillers as per customer specifications for palletized 
loads. Very late in their careers once off P&G 
service they have been used for other assignments 
like beer loading at Coors, Golden, CO, amongst 
others. 

FEATURES 

• Both cars assigned to P&G, Agent NYCRR 
Ivorydale, Ohio 

• Overhanging Stanray roof with the first 
CORRECT Morton Roofwalk and crossover 
platforms 

• Perfect to prototype Stanray T3-4 welded ends, 
with separate roofwalk end bracket 

• NEW car sides FGE signature ADR riveted, with 
FGE style ladders, with specific prototype door 
stops, door gussets and sill design 

• FREIGHT-SAVER FGE cushioned frame and 
floor configuration with Moloco's cushioned 
draft gear coupler boxes 

• AJAX handbrakes 
• NEW MOLOCO Barber S-2-C 70t Roller Bearing 

trucks 

• Rubber airhoses the first in the industry by 
Moloco 

• Four car numbers 

MSRP 59.99 Expected Delivery Now 

Atlas 

 

NYC 14-Section Pullman Sleeper (Roentgen & 
New Martinsville) 

During the heyday of long-distance passenger 
trains, the Pullman Company produced many 
different configurations of sleeper cars designed to 
attract all segments of the traveling public. 
Originally built between 1925 and 1930, Pullman 
Plan 3958, the 14-section sleeper, was targeted 
toward the budget-conscious traveler and 
sacrificed the individual privacy of an enclosed 
room for a lower fare. Featuring 14 paired seating 
areas which at night were converted into upper 
and lower berths separated from the center aisle by 
heavy curtains, and from the next section by a thin 
wall, these cars maximized the number of 
passengers a sleeping car could carry and could 
double extremely well as coach cars for daytime 
use. Due to their economy of operation, many of 
these cars lasted in US service well into the 1960s or 
found second lives operating on Mexican rails into 
the 1970s and 80s. 

FEATURES: 

• Full interior detailing 
• Scale operating diaphragms 
• Prototype appropriate Air Conditioning details 
• Full separately applied underbody detail (brake 

piping, steam traps, brake rigging, etc.) 
• Scale window glass 
• Detailed prototypical trucks with free-rolling 

metal wheels 
• Recommend 24” Radius Minimum 
• AccuMate® couplers 
MSRP 72.95 Expected Delivery 1st Qtr. 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
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HO-Scale Structures 

 

Woodlawn Station (Expression of Interest) 

This is an interesting over-the-tracks station 
concept.  It was used by NYC and also the NYW&B 
on the Hell Gate Line.  Two of those, Hunts Point 
Avenue and Westchester Avenue are still standing, 
though the later building is derelict. 

Woodlawn, Melrose, Morrisiana, and Tremont 
stations were configured this way on the Harlem 
Line and this kit could be used to model any of 
those stations. 

Please note that the station design is not of an exact 
scale model of the original station but adjusted for 
typical HO structure scaling and for my 
layout.  The length is close to actual but the width 
and height is about 85% actual.   All detail, what 
little there was available, is taken from interpreting 
photographs.  They could not find any construction 
documents of the station, if they exist, from any 
source. 

The kits will be produced.  The number of pre-
orders we obtain could have an impact on the final 
cost.   

If you would be interested in purchasing one of 
these excellent models, please provide an  
expression of interest by sending an email to 
staplindave@yahoo.com.   
 
May	also	be	viewed	in	the	Collinwood	Shop.	 

 

S-Scale Locomotives 

MTH

  

NYC EMD SW-8 

With the 1950 introduction of SW-8 and SW-9, 
EMD switchers in the sizes:  SW-1 at 600 HP, SW-8 
at 800 HP, and the SW-9 at 1200 HP. 

 

Features: 
• Detailed, ABS body, truck sides, pilots and fuel 

tank 
• Metal chassis, handrails, horn & bell 
• Metal wheels, axles & gears 
• Hand-painted cab figures 
• (2) Kadee compatible couplers and compatible 

couple pads 
• Comes with optional Code 110 scale wheelsets 
• Prototypical Rule 17 lighting 
• LED Headlights and number boards 
• DCC/DCS decoder 
• 1/64 scale proportions 
• Proto-Sound 3.0 with DCC 
• Operates on 20” radius curves 

MSRP $399.95 Expected delivery 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
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S-Scale Rolling Stock 

MTH 

 

NYC Rebuilt Steel Boxcar 

 

 

Features: 
• Detailed ABS Body 
• Opening Doors 
• Metal Grab irons 
• Detailed Brake System 
• Die-Cast Sprung Metal Trucks 
• Metal Wheels and Axles 

• Hi=Rail Wheels Supplied 
• American Flyer Compatible Wheels 
• Scale Model Code 110 Wheel and Operating 

Couplers 
• S-scale Kadee Compatible Coupler Mounting 

Pads 
• 1:64 Scale Dimensions 
• Operates on 20” Radius Curves 

MSRP $59.95  Expected Delivery 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

O-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas 

 

REA 53’6” Express Reefer (2-Rail or 3-Rail) 

At one time, the express refrigerator car was a 
common component of the nation's passenger 
trains. These cars provided fast delivery of 
perishable, high value crops and goods that 
demanded the speediest service the railroads could 
deliver. Since many of the cars were equipped with 
collapsible ice bunker bulkheads, the cars could 
double in mail and express package service. 

The General American 53' 6" Wood Express 
Refrigerator cars were among the most common 
cars of this type used in the US. Not only were they 
used by many class 1 railroads in express mail and 
passenger service, they were perhaps best known 
in the liveries of the express companies, such as 
American Railway Express and Railway Express 
Agency. 

FEATURES: 

• Sprung die-cast GSC Commonwealth 
express car trucks  

• All metal ladders, stirrups and grab irons  
• Opening doors and roof hatches  
• Approximate length: 13.5"  
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• Detailed underframe  
• Accurate painting and lettering  
• Minimum radius curve (2-Rail): 36" 
• Atlas O body mounted scale couplers can 

be used on both 2-rail and 3-rail versions. 

MSRP 2-Rail $90.95 3-Rail $85.95 Expected 
Delivery 1st Qtr. 2020 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

NYC 50’ PS-1 Plug Door Boxcar 

 
FEATURES:  
·  Highly detailed ABS body  
·  Etched metal roof walks  
·  50-ton Bettendorf or 70-ton roller bearing sprung 

die-cast trucks as per the prototype (70-ton roller-
bearing trucks come with rotating bearing caps)  

·  Separately-applied grab irons, ladders and brake 
line details  

·  Die-cast articulated couplers (3-Rail)  
·  Kadee®-compatible scale couplers (2-Rail)  
·  Minimum diameter curve: O-31 (3-Rail)  
·  Minimum radius curve: 36" (2-Rail) 

MSRP 2-Rail $97.95 3-Rail $92.95 Expected Delivery 
TBD 

Will be available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members Discount when details are released 

https://shop.atlasrr.com/ 

O-Scale Structures 

Right on Track Models 

 

MCRR Fairbanks Morse 100-Ton Coaling Tipple 

Based upon prototype built for the MCRR in 1918 
and stood in the Grand Rapids, MI yards.   

Features: 

• Precision cut MDF wood 
• Highly detailed styrene windows and doors 
• Many resin and metal parts 
• Real-Scale rolled asphalt roofing material 
• Step by step color instructions 

MSRP TBD Expected Delivery TBD 

https://www.rightontrackmodels.com/ 

Magazines 

Classic Toy Trains September 2019 

 
“New York Central – This Gem Joins the 6464 
Club” by Roger Carp pp. 30 – 32 
 
The article reviews the history of one of Lionel’s 
boxcar offerings in the 1960s. It includes photos of 
the NYC boxcar in “Jade Green”, gold, and Tuscan 
red with cigar band logos and all numbered in the 
6464 series.  The painting and lettering are colorful 
but not prototypical.  It is an interesting article for 
Lionel lovers. 
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Classic Trains Fall 2019 

 
 
“1944 Steam’s Last Great Year” by Kevin P. Keefe 
pp. 14 – 49 – “More Mohawks Hit the Warpath” p. 
39 
As part of this wonderful article about the steam 
locomotives built in 1944 the last big year of steam 
locomotive production, 50 NYC L-4s were ordered 
from Lima in 1942 with the final ones delivered in 
1944.  The short article includes a nice photo by 
John Pickett of #3149, 50 miles west of Albany in 
July 1946. 
 
“A territory of My Own” by Chris Burger pp. 72 – 
77. 
Chris continues relating his adventures as a NYCS 
employee with a stint at NYC headquarters in New 
York City and then to a trainmaster post in central 
Pennsylvania.  
The O Scale Resource –Sep/Oct 2019 

 

“Saving Our Scale” by David Vaughn pp. 12-13 

In this article the author decries the decline of O-
scale model railroading.  He laments the many 
indicators of the decline and submits that the scale 
is worth saving and proposes to attempt to do 
something about it. 

He submits that modelers are leaving the scale at a 
greater rate than those entering, attendance at O-
scale shows is declining, the average of modelers in 
this scale is increasing, used prices for O-scale 
models is falling, there are fewer manufacturers 

and new models being offered and the market 
share is rapidly declining. 

To try to halt this decline he is setting up a blog to 
develop strategy and tactics to restore the scale and 
is asking modelers to contribute ideas.  He 
proposes to monitor and be active with the blog to 
try to reverse the trend.  

He can be contacted at: NKP48@aol.com  

 

 

It seems to me that all of this applies to model 
railroading and railroad historical societies in 
general.  We have seen similar articles in many 
of the other model railroading organizations 
and historical societies publications. 

Here at NYCSHS, we face similar challenges 
with the public’s interest in railroading in 
general and the NYC as well. We face 
challenges from many of the model 
manufacturers citing the inability to sell large 
quantities of NYCS models.   

The good news is that we have reversed this 
trend we saw back in 2011 by adding features 
and services, but it will continue to be an issue 
we must all focus on to prevent the NYC from 
disappearing forever.   

This magazine is one of the tools to fight this 
decline and we work hard to make sure we 
provide the information you need to continue 
your modeling of our wonderful railroad. 

You can help by providing us with interesting 
articles and photos of your modeling of the 
NYCS. Showcasing NYCS modeling helps 
others gain interest in the NYCSHS and 
modeling in general. 

We need you help and support to do this. 
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Announcements 

Northwest Short Line has announced that 
it is going out of business after 60 years of 
providing the modeling community with 
products for model railroading.  They are 
closing for personal reasons and although 
they do not anticipate selling the business 
it is available for reasonable proposals. 

They will be missed. 

Rusty Stump Scale Models has 
announced that it will no longer be taking 
orders on September 15, 2019 and will be 
closing for good on or about October 31, 
2019.  All orders on hand will be 
delivered. Walter and Mary Gillespie of 
Rusty Stump say that they have had a 
good 19 years of business but they feel that 
it is time to retire.   

This is another one of the many specialty 
model railroad manufacturers going out of 
business because the owners are at 
retirement age and no one is interested in 
purchasing the business. 

Lionel 

Lionel has returned to HO-scale in a big 
way this past year with new locos, rolling 
stock, a magnetic track system, DC, DCC, 
Lionel Chief and Bluetooth control. 

And just this past month they have 
announced that they are returning to 
providing accessories, figures and 
structures.  

In their recently released Volume II for 
2019 they offer their very large collection 
of O-Scale and O-Gauge, American Flyer, 
and their new line of HO-Scale trains. 

What is really interesting is their line of 
structures that include both kits and fully 
assembled buildings. 

There are houses, station platforms, water 
towers, shopping centers, malls, a church, 
locomotive shop and a burning house. 

They also offer signs, streetlights, clocks, 
shipping containers, tank containers, 
assorted figures, and their new 
MagneLock track. 

They have a selection of HO NYC 
offerings and those you can find in the 
Collinwood Shop. 
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Baldwin Cab Units 

One of the Baldwin “Gravel Gerties” from the 
NYCSHS DVD, “NYC Diesel Locomotive 
Images, Baldwin Cab Units” that is available 
in the Collinwood Shop. The NYC called them 
DFA-4s.  

Another of the very unique Baldwin diesels 
called the “Sharknose”. The NYC labeled them 
DFA-8A/Bs. They ended their days on the Big 
Four. Ad for these on page 102. 
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Hello Noel, 
 
The latest NYC For The Modeler is a good 
blend of information, fully justifying 100 
pages, which thankfully have many pictures. 
 
The articles show what’s new and has product 
reviews that lead to “Would I buy this car for 
my layout?" I am glad NYCSHS supports the 
model train manufacturers and 
magazines.   There is a mix of HO, O Lionel, 
and N.  There is 19th century information as 
well as 20th century steam era and transition 
era information.   
 
There are the usual diorama-quality modeling 
but there is also simple / useful information 
such as bringing to life a Lionel 2-6-4.  I had 
two Lionel 2-6-4’s when I was 6 years old, 
thank you for recalling good memories of my 
trains running through the tunnel, which was 
under my bed. 
 
Anyone would be interested in the CUT 
article, at least looking at the photographs.  It 
shows what can be done when a theme is 
selected for a layout.  When I had the time and 
a house with a basement, I built an HO-
scale 40’ x 30’ layout. The theme of “central 
Pennsylvania, NYC extends further south 
from Williamsport PA with late 1950s NYC 
large steam as well as diesels & streamline 
passenger trains northbound from Florida”.  I 
did not have CUT but I did have a model of 
the Disneyland passenger station where the 
engines changed.  No comments on the 
heavyweight 20th Century Limited running in 
2 sections and Empire State Express and 
Seaboard / ACL / C&O passenger trains 
being pulled by NYC steam engines operating 
until 1961 when trust certificates were paid 
off.  Model railroading is fun. 
 
I would like to volunteer but I did not see any 
opening that can be done from my retirement 
home in Whitefish Montana.  I have the funny 
story of volunteering years ago to write an N-

scale modeling article for Rich Stoving, but the 
product to be reviewed was never produced 
within the next year.  I have an N track 
module with a passenger station as a generic 
NYC station but when I changed to N scale I 
did not model the NYC because there was not 
much available. Not even decals to re-letter a 
2-6-0 from Santa Fe to NYC.  How can I help? 
 
Otherwise, I am writing a modeling article for 
the Great Northern Historical Society about 
running HO scale passenger cars on tight 
radius curves. 
 
Regards, Barry Boyce 
 
P.S. lamenting the availability of a HO scale 
Pacemaker caboose to run with those red and 
grey boxcars?  Marx had a tinplate Pacemaker 
cupola caboose.  With illuminated Tomar 
marker lights and weathering it looked fine on 
my layout decals ago behind a brass L-3 4-8-2. 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Two recent books are worth reviewing in 
either For The Modeler or Central Headlight 
 
BRANCH LINE EMPIRES - THE 
PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW YORK 
CENTRAL RAILROADS by Michael Bezilla 
  
This book covers the Beech Creek line and the 
coalmines around Clearfield and Philipsburg 
PA. Surprisingly, the NYC and PRR did not 
compete; they each had mines, which 
produced millions and millions of tons of 
coal.  The coal was there with limited iron 
production before the PRR built along the 
Juniata River to Altoona and horseshoe 
curve.  The NYC came later to obtain a source 
of coal for NYC locomotives and revenue 
hauling coal to New England.  The NYC 2-6-6-
2’s are mentioned, and the number of trains 
per day amazed me.  It’s a good book for 
many NYC fans, very different railroading 
than the Water Level Route. 
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AMERICAN STEAM LOCOMOTIVES - 
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 1880 - 1960 
by William Withun 
 
One of the best steam locomotive books I have 
read, explaining the bigger and more powerful 
locomotive development and limitations 
versus diesel electrics.  It was written by the 
Smithsonian Institute curator of steam 
locomotives.  Of most interest to NYC fans is 
development around 1910 with the 
introduction of superheating and stokers.  The 
higher speed 4-8-2 versus 2-8-2 or compound 
articulated is covered, but skips quickly to 2-
10-4’s. The NYC Hudsons do not get much 
attention, in spite of having a chapter on 
Hudson’s.  The Niagara is mentioned in 
passing along with good technology 
description of 4-8-4’s in general.  The PRR T-1 
is mostly criticized but does mention running 
with heavy passenger trains at 120 mph.  The 
C&O 2-6-6-6 is mostly criticized as too heavy, 
4.6:1 adhesion not needed, not enough weight 
on the drivers, maybe not an advance over a 2-
10-4.  Tom Gephardt might agree. 
 
This book does discuss the ability (lack of 
ability) of steam locomotives to exert enough 
tractive effort below 15-30 mph.  Good limited 
discussion of steam turbines but nothing that 
clearly says the cost of coal increased 300% 
after World War II. Good limited discussion of 
steam locomotive high maintenance costs but 
does not explain why, when new the 
1948 locomotives had relatively low cost on 
N&W. But they did not have much 
improvement over 1924 locomotives on the 
L&N, e.g. 2-8-4 replaces 2-8-2 but they were 
used at the same lower speeds. 
 
By the way, my HO scale railroad was set in 
the central Pennsylvania coalfields with major 
passenger traffic added.  I had a coalmine with 
the hillside cut away to show the miners and 
N scale track for the mid cars.  The Ulrich coal 
tipple filled the hopper cars and the Tyco 

operating hopper cars went to retail coal 
dealers and I was building a power plant loop 
so the unit train would self-unload dumping 
beneath the table.  I had two NE-2 2-6-6-2’s 
and a G-46 2-8-0 and an H-5 2-8-2 on my 
mining branch line. The mountain district had 
ex-B&A 2-8-4’s and H-10 2-8-2’s for freight 
power.  The water level route district had 4-8-
2’s and 4-8-4’s for freight power.  4-6-4’s and 4-
6-2’s for through and local passenger 
trains.  The one streamlined train of HO brass 
passenger cars was so heavy no single steam 
locomotive could pull the whole train up the 
hill, so I had to use multiple unit diesels.  Big 
steam late 1950’s into 1961 at least, is waiting 
for me to kit bash Alco PA’s into a steam 
turbine. 
 
Regards, Barry Boyce 
 
Barry,  
Thanks for your two emails.  I am sure our 
readers will find these very interesting and 
informative. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
I was in the Collinwood Shop ordering the 
Know Thy Mohawks and I also purchased the 
Accurail Big Four lettered boxcar.  The website 
says that the lettering is inaccurate for 1912, 
however, attached is a builder's photo that 
shows the lettering is correct for the 1912 time 
period. To be honest, I don't know when 
boxcars began to be lettered C. C. C. & St. L 
instead of Big Four, but my guess is 1919.  
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Kyle Coble 
Hi Noel, 
 
I went back into my collection of rolling stock 
photos and found a builder’s photo from 1914 
that shows a boxcar lettered with 
CCC&StL.  So that pushes the date to 1914 
when lettering of Big Four changed to 
CCC&StL. 
 

 
 
Thanks, Kyle 
 
Kyle, 
 
Thanks for the good info.  We have updated 
the info in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 

Hi there!   

I've been looking literally all over the Internet 
for pictures of a few different locomotives so I 
can scratchbuild them, and was wondering if 
you could help.  

I've been trying to find some pictures of the 
G102d class Consolidation, at least one photo 
of each side.  I'm building one from the frames 
of two Tyco (yes, Tyco, of all manufacturers!) 
0-4-0s, because the drivers just happened to be 
the perfect diameter!   

I used blueprints found on RR Fallen Flags for 
what I have so far.  I do need to replace the 
front gear with a chuff cam for later DCC 
installation, however. 

Secondly, I'm hoping to find some photos of 
the NE-2d and NE-2g class 2-6-6-2s for further 
reference in a project that I've had ongoing for 
several years.  I plan to scratchbuild one from 
the rails up and build it with a level of detail 
similar to that of Kohs O Scale Brass, but in 
HO scale. 

Finally, I hope to track down pictures and 
more info on NYC #800, an experimental high-
pressure steam locomotive built by ALCo in 
1931.  I know a lot of the information, and I 
know it was a bit of a failure and was 
scrapped in 1939, but I have only been able to 
locate these two photos of it. 

I hope to find at least a photo of the other side 
of the locomotive (for appliance positioning, 
boiler design, etc.) and even better yet would 
be a cab interior photo. 

I'm not sure if I emailed the right address or 
not, or even if you'll be able to help me, but I 
greatly appreciate your response regardless!   

Thanks in advance. 

Austin Brodzinski 

Austin, 

We have a website where you can view and 
select to buy photos of NYC locos, rolling 
stock, and maps.  Once you find a photo(s) 
you want they can then be purchased in our 
online Collinwood Shop.  The link to our main 
website where the details of how to do all of 
this is: https://nycshs.org/detailed-
instructions-for-the-nycshs-archive-photo-
and-valmap-website/ 

We also have Drawing Files CDs/DVDs for 
each locomotive you are building.  Those can 
be viewed at: 

 https://nycshs.org/1988/01/02/official-nyc-
drawings-on-cd-rom/ 
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Once you have selected what you want you 
can go to NYCSHS.net to register in the 
Collinwood Shop and purchase whatever you 
need. 

If you would be interested in joining our 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) you can find info 
about us at www.NYCSHS.org 

Members qualify for a 20% discount on almost 
all of the things we offer for sale and we are a 
dynamic growing organization offering many 
other benefits to our members. 

https://nycshs.org/nycshs-membership/ 

Thanks, NYCSHS  

NYCSHS, 
Also, one last thing.  I recently bought a NYC 
Adlake #270 lamp, and I'm trying to figure out 
what it might've come from. 
 

 

The lenses suggest a caboose or the back of a 
passenger car (I think) but they are not 
original to the lantern (plastic, and 5 1/2" 
diameter, rather than glass and 5 3/8" 
diameter).  On the mounting bracket at the 
bottom, there are a couple numbers, "3205" 
and "63265".  I am not sure if there's a way you 
are able to find out what this was off of based 
on that or not but I appreciate your help!   
 
Thanks again! 
 

Hi Austin, 
             
Here is the Adlake Bulletin on the 270 Tail 
Lamp. 

 
 

 
Mike Vescelus  
NYCSHS Director 
 

Noel, 

On page 19 of the 3rd Qtr. 2019 NYCentral 
Modeler, the illustration of the ALCO PA’s 
looks suspiciously like the EMD E-8’s 
 
Shel Lustig 
NYCSHS Director 
 
Shel, 
  
You are correct.  Good catch. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel, 

Here is a photo of something your modelers 
might be interested in modeling.

 

 
Anyone know what this is??? 
 
Thanks, Shel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Tomar Industries offers many HO scale NYC 
drumhead kits for lightweight cars with a few 
options for either a white background or red 
background (specifically The New England 
States, The James Whitcomb Riley, and The 
Laurentian). Do you have a source that gives 
the dates for these drumheads of different 
color backgrounds? 
 
Regards, Dr. Thomas Hiser 

 

 

Dr. Hiser, 

This a little tricky because the drumheads 
were normally lit with a reddish light, except 
for the Century, which was lit with a bluish 
cast.  Even so, these colors were subtle, not 
bright.   
 
I recommend using a colored diode on the 
white background.  If you can't get a colored 
diode, then use the red background with a 
white diode.  
 
Thanks, NYCSHS 
 
Noel, 
 
In the attached photo is my rendition of an 
engine that should have been but never was - 
a poor man's NW-5 made from 2 SW-7 bodies 
and frames.  

 
 
First the body was extended, and then the 
frame cut and reassembled using steel bolt 
pins epoxied into each half of the fuel tank 
before clamping together. 
 
A precision can motor and flywheel, KD #5's, 
and a custom paint job following NYC 
practices top off the build. 
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While no prototype exists, it performs for my 
NYC the same function as the real NW-5 did 
for the Great Northern. 
  
Charles D. Carter 
Akron, NY 
 
Charles, 

We ran your article “Scratchbuilding a “NYC” 
EMD NW-5” in the 4th Qtr. 2013 NYCentral 
Modeler. 

For those interested it is available on the DVD 
“NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018” in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

Thanks, Noel 

NYCSHS, 

Looks like a great book (Silver Rails – Through 
the Heart of the Park), but priced too high for 
my tastes. 
 
Thanks, NYCSHS Member 
Member, 
The reason the book cost what it costs is that it 
is 800 pages and weighs around eight pounds.  
We priced the book based upon what it cost to 
print, advertise and ship the books. 

It is an excellent book with over 1700 images 
and 440 of them in color.  The members’ price 
is $28.00 more than our other books with less 
than 400 pages in them. 

Members are buying them quickly and we 
have over 10 resellers with orders for them. 

Our print run was for 500 copies and that also 
determines the cost of producing the book. 

Since John Taibi donated the book and all 
rights to it to the NYCSHS, we will make a 
profit on the book that will help us continue to 
provide the outstanding benefits to our 
members. 

The market is telling us that our pricing is very 
reasonable. 

We hope you see clear to add this outstanding 
book to your collection. 

Thanks, NYCSHS 

Noel 
  
I sent my friend Tom Moe a copy of the 
NYCentral Modeler (he is not a member) so that 
he could read Bob Shaw's Lionel restoration 
project. See his comments and photos. 
 
Tom loves to restore toy trains. 
  
Jim Kehn 
 

Tom 
  
This is an E-Zine produced by the NYCSHS 
for anyone who likes the New York Central 
and its models. 
 
There is an article on restoring a Lionel engine 
in this issue that you might find interesting. 
The editor is Noel Widdifield who does a fine 
job as editor, treasurer, and all around 
sparkplug for the NYCHS society. 
 
He is also a former SR-71 pilot and models 
in garden size. 
  
Jim 
 
Hi Jim, 
  
I read the restoration article and picked up a 
couple of tips.  One thing that I do differently 
from him is how he cleans the commutator.  I 
use a Scotch-Brite pad.  It is a miracle solution 
as far as I'm concerned.  Attached are photos 
of the 2036 I restored.  OK, I'm bragging.....but 
darn happy how it worked out. 
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Best, Tom 
 

 

Responses to the Mystery Photo from 
Last Issue. 

We received no responses to the last Mystery 
Photo.  

It is a view of the waterfront at Toledo, 
flanked by row upon row of NYC freight cars.  
More than half of all of the cargo coal 
forwarded through the Great Lakes ports is 
handled through this great gateway on Lake 
Erie during the 1920s.  Photo by the Toledo 
Times. 

 

Did You Know That the NYC 
Had Santa Fe Class 

Locomotives? 

 

 

 

 
They all were assigned to the B&A and 
were built by ALCo in 1919, assigned to 
the CCC&StL in 1926 and sold to the 
Canadian National in 1928. 

You can find even more interesting 
information about the NYC steam fleet in 
the Steam Locomotives of the NYC, Vol. 1 & 2 
DVD, available in the Collinwood Shop. 



Empire State Express Campaign	
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Your Society has been blessed over the 
years to have a treasure trove of 
information pertaining to the New York 
Central Railroad.  However, that 
information was seldom in a form where 
gaining rapid access was possible.  
Further, the long-term preservation of the 
material was in doubt because it was 
stored in lockers with no climate control 
and with potential of leakage.  

The “Flight of the Twentieth Century” was a 
huge success by any measure, combining 
the gifts of donors with the hard work of 
our volunteers.  The benefits of having the 
history of the New York Central Railroad, 
in all forms, be accessible to the 
membership is beyond calculation.   

But there is more to be done.  The 
NYCSHS still has boxes and boxes of 
valuable archival material that need to be 
catalogued and scanned.  More is arriving 
monthly as donations are made.  In 
addition, we have had attractive 
opportunities to purchase personal 

collections that will enhance our records.  
Therefore, the Board has commissioned a 
new campaign, the “Empire State Express,” 
to keep the Society moving forward in its 
goal of bringing the total available history 
of the New York Central alive to the 
membership.  The goal of the “Empire State 
Express” is to raise $40,000, and as before, 
the progress will be tracked, this time 
between New York City and Cleveland.   

As before, the focus for the “Empire State 
Express” funds will be on furthering the 
Society’s mission of making information 
available.  The funds will be used for: 

• Continuing the scanning of historical 
materials 

• Maintaining and improving the IT 
system  

• Acquisition of new materials 
• Expanding the library 
• Displaying object collections, such as 

models, china, silver and memorabilia 



Empire State Express Campaign	
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• Coordinating with other railway 
historical societies  

• Expanding the help which we provide 
to members, historians, authors and 
model makers 

• Support of other NYC related historical 
activities 
 

NYCSHS 
Noel Widdifield, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 328 
Shady Side, MD 20764 
 
Log into the Collinwood Shops and 
donate: 
http://www.nycshs.net/Contributions_c_
185.html 
 

AWARD	LEVELS	–	EMPIRE	STATE	
EXPRESS	CAMPAIGN	

1.  $2,500 and up        Locomotive 999 

2.  $1,000 to $2,499               Hudson 5429 

3.  $500 to $999             Observation 
Car Franklin D. Roosevelt 

4.  $250 to $499              Parlor Car 
Herbert H. Lehman 

5.  $100 to $249              Dining Car 
Dewitt Clinton 

6.  $50 to $99          Lounge Car 
Martin Van Buren 

7.  $25 to $49          Chair Car Thomas 
E. Dewey 

8.  Under $25          RPO Car        
Alonzo B. Cornell 

 

Map of the Empire State Express 
Campaign 

 

The Empire State  

Express Has Arrived  

In Cleveland! 
$40,845.00 

If	 you	 still	 wish	 to	 contribute	 to	 this	
important	 fund,	 the	 money	 will	 be	 used	 to	
continue	 the	 activities	 at	 the	 NYCSHS	
archive.	 We	 have	 so	 much	 to	 do	 and	 will	
continue	 to	 need	 funds	 to	 achieve	 all	 of	 the	
activities	 we	 have	 on	 our	 Archive	 Strategic	
Plan.	

All contributions will be recognized by 
level and memorialized on a wall plaque 
at the headquarters.   
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 
 
Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page, which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 
 
This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 
 
Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 
 
It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

	

	

Download the Instagram app to your 
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 

 



If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS with every purchase you make!! 

We are not 

pushing you 

to buy from 

Amazon, but 

if you do you 

can help the 

NYCSHS with 

every 

purchase you 

make. 
https:// 

erg.amazon.com/ 

NE.\\' YClRK 

(ENTRAL 
SYST[M 

HISTORICAL 
SDCI , INC. 

Customers shop Amazon gives. 

Amazon donates 0.5% of 1he price of eligible AmazonSmile 

lllthases to the claitable Of!)al1izaoons selectlld by our customers. 

Register to receive donations generated by your organization's 

AmazonSmile supporters. 

( Register Now ] 

GetStmed About AmazonSmile Receive OonaOons Sp,ead lhe Word 

• 

, 

I 
--

◄ 

Privacy 

Get Started 

How do 1 register and receive donations for my charitable organization? 
Reg,stering your organization 1s easy. In 0<der lo register and reoelve donations, you must be an ofllcial rep,esantative or an eligible organlzarion, and then 
folow these easy sleps: 

1 Seatch fo< your charitabte organization by name or EIN ,..,mber and then select the o,ganizalion you repms,,nl. Be sure to confirm you are seiecting the 
eo<recl 0<ganization, a s  many charltable organizations have similar names.

2. Cma!e an mganizalo:, admlnistmtor acoount and accepi the AmazonSmile Partlcipation Agreement on behalf of your organization .
3 Vorify yoor omai addross (wo rooommond that yoo uso an email address thal is  associated wtth your charftoblo organization).
�- Sullmrt your organizalion's bank 11COOUnl information.
S. Upload a copy ol a� chool< o r  bank s1alement lo verify your organization's bank aooount informa1lon.

What Is an organ.l:zatlon administrator? 
An OttJ"fflUlion admnislrSlCl< is an offlClal representative of an organ,zalion that has authorlly 10 socess and manage AmazonSmlle program Information oo
behalf or lhoir charilablo organlzatioo. 

Why do y o u  need an emall address ror m y  charrlable organization? 
We require e valid ema� artdross ,;o that we can communicate lmp0<1anl program lnfonnalion In each ragl!IIP.lfld oroanlzatloo. From lime lo 1,me we wiN send

omalls wilh Jnfo<matjon about your orgnnizatlon's donation amounts and lnlonnabon about AmazonSmllo program promoUons. 

Ca.n you mall our organl'zatlon • donation check Instead of sendJng an electronJc funds transfer?
We do not marl donallon - due to Iha e-"•e of oheclc f)<008Ssing and lulOllment. We dislttbule dooaUons using eloctronlc transfer to reduce operational
o-,,ses so wo can dana!D 100% of the funds to ollglblo chontable organizations.

Wru c1.111'lom0-n1· atllJ bo able to  aeloet my charltablo organization If t don'I register? 
Voe Aa long 111 your organizallon la llslod by GuldoStar and moots our ollglbllky cntono. custornore will bo oblG to aoloci your org1111izallon. Howover. n o

dolwlons w,. b,, madrl lo 'j0Ur orgnnlu1ion until you oomploto your lroe raglstrall011 Soo 'Whnt llol)l)flM ii wo do nol ragllltnr .. 'under Roc,ilve Dono1k>no for 
moro lnformAtlon on how donabona ara prc,ooeaod lor orgMlzollono Iha! do not rogiotor and provldo bank oooount lnlormaUon

Whot happens If anolhet perton has already l'OgletorOCI my chafiUtblo 0'9anlutlon and thoy ware n o t  au1horl:tod to  do eo? 
II your Ofl}On!Ubon t\89 boen reglBlered by M unacJlhori>od pe,son plo•ne oonlllc1 us

Contocl th I Amamf\Sml!G Pattidpll.lion Ag1oomunt I Conditions ol UGo I Pflvncy Nallco
CopvoQNO 199o.,..a)19 "-"Wonoom Hit All RlghUI RMIM't'ed

amazon 

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
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Article by Bob Shaw Photos by Bob 
Buffalo Convention Encore – Custom Rolling Stock Honors “Nickel City’s” Proud Past 

Mohawk locomotive pulling Buffalo consist in front of Buffalo city backdrop. 

In this O-Gauge column, Bob provides an 
encore to our Buffalo, NY convention by 
spotlighting custom rolling stock that honors 
the City’s brewing and industrial past. 

 
After seeing historic railroading sites 
during our recent Convention in Buffalo, 
NY, I thought you would enjoy seeing 
custom rolling stock that pays tribute to 
local breweries and companies that relied 
on the NYC and regional rail 
transportation during their heyday. 
Produced by Buffalo Creek Graphics 
(BCG), these cars were designed to 
prototypical standards and are relatively 
rare as no single run exceeded 100 cars.  
They are unique, too, as you will see in the 
colorful Beck’s, Gerhard Lang, Simon and 

Koch brewery cars, as well as the H-O 
Oats, Fairmont Creamery, Fisher Price, 
TH&B and W&B cars that were produced 
exclusively by BCG.  

 
I’m fond of Buffalo because my dad was 
raised there, and I remember frequently 
riding “Lightning Stripes” from 
Schenectady, NY to visit my grandparents.  
Consequently, my NYC Water Level Route 
Layout features a painted skyline of 
Buffalo during the 1930s.  This backdrop is 
located in the middle of an incline that was 
used to stage rail cars when they were 
photographed.     
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A consist of unique “Buffalo” rolling stock 
complements the “Nickel City” downtown 
that was professionally painted on the 
backdrop of Bob’s “Water Level Route” 
layout. 

Second Largest RR Center in the U.S. 

Buffalo placed second to Chicago as the 
largest railroad center in the U.S. from the 
1870s until the St. Lawrence Seaway 
opened, which destroyed the maritime 
business in Buffalo Harbor.  Like Chicago, 
Buffalo was a dominant lake port that, 
along with the NYC and other railroads 
that served the area, supported the 
massive steel complexes and huge grain 
storage and milling facilities that 
flourished until the 1970s, along with 35 
thriving independent breweries.  The 
largest was founded by Gerhard Lang.   
 
Lang’s Brewing Empire  
 
With an annual production capacity of 
nine million gallons of beer, Gerhard 
Lang(1) tops the list as the largest pre-
Prohibition brewery not only in Buffalo, 
but also in the state except for New York 
City.  This O-Scale BCG creation honors 
Lang’s legacy and the key role the NYC 
and other railroads played in quickly 
moving his product to customers beyond 
the City limits.   

 
Capable of producing 9 million gallons of beer 
annually, Lang was the largest pre-
Prohibition brewery not only in Buffalo, but 
also in NY State except for NY City.  
 
Exemplifying the adage “there’s a bar on 
every corner”, Buffalo supported 500 
taverns and gaming houses by 1850.  To 
limit competition, breweries bought or 
financed local bars that sold their beer.  
This allowed them to give beer to a bar to 
control where - and whose beer - was sold 
to them.  Lang owned 80 bars, more than 
any of his competitors. While successful 
prior to Prohibition, Lang brewery 
struggled after its repeal and closed in 
1949. 
(1) “Was Buffalo, Saloon Capital of the World?” – 
Stephen R. Powell 
 

Beck’s – Buffalo’s Best Beer 

Buffalo’s Magnus Beck Brewing Company 
was established in 1855 and operated until 
the mid-1950s.  This BCG 40’ composite 
reefer integrates New York Central’s oval 
herald with the bold Beck’s “Buffalo’s 
Best” logo to commemorate a popular 
local brand that endured for a century. 
(Photo new page) 
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Established in 1855 and operating until the 
mid-1950s, Magnus Beck Brewery relied on 40’ 
composite reefers to keep its beer cold while 
quickly transporting it to distributors and 
taverns throughout the region.  

 

Boldly painted on the side of this colorful 
reefer, Magnus Beck Brewery’s logo claims it 
produces “Buffalo’s Best Beer” to track-side 
viewers as it moves down the line.  

 William Simon Brewery 

Attributing the refreshing taste of its 
Simon Pure Beer and Old Abby Ale to the 
purity of “cavern spring water”, William 
Simon was one of the most successful 
Buffalo breweries.  It was operated 
continuously by three generations of the 
Simon family from 1896 through the early 
1970s outlasting all of its competitors in 
the City (2).  This colorful BCG Simon Pure 
reefer promoted Old Abby Ale, one of the 
Company’s best-selling brands, as it sped 
down the track.  
(2) John and Dave’s Buffalo Brewing History, May/June 
1987 News Report  

One of Buffalo’s most successful breweries, 
William Simon was operated continuously by 
three generations of the Simon family from 
1896 through the early 1970s.  

 Koch “Golden Anni” Beer 

Founded in 1888, and located south of 
Buffalo in Dunkirk, NY, the family-owned 
Fred Koch Company was a small brewery 
with a big following.  To commemorate its 
50th anniversary, their brew masters 
created Koch’s Golden Anniversary Beer 
in 1938. “Golden Anni” became one of the 
region’s most popular brews prompting 
production to continue long after the 
anniversary year.   

 
A small brewery with a big following, Fred 
Koch Company commemorated its 50th 
anniversary by creating “Golden Anni” Beer in 
1938, which became one of the region’s most 
popular brews for years to come.  
 
This BCG ventilated Koch reefer has ice in 
its end bunkers, which was loaded from 
the top for cooling, plus hatches or flaps to 
allow air to flow through the load as it 
delivers its special brew to a legion of 
thirsty customers.   
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Iconic Buffalo Companies 
 
Buffalo Creek Graphics commemorated 
historically important local Buffalo 
companies such as H-O Oats and Fairmont 
Creamery that dotted the skyline, as well 
as celebrating the Diamond Jubilee of 
Fisher Price(R) Toys located in East Aurora, 
NY, a small historic town located 20 
minutes southeast of Buffalo. 
 
Hecker H-O Oats Milling Company 
 
This BCG “what if” car commemorates the 
once-great massive H-O Oats facility with 
a 580,000-bushel capacity, and pays tribute 
to Buffalo’s grain handling and milling 
heritage.   

 
This 40 foot ARA steel boxcar commemorates 
the massive H-O facility with a 580,000-
bushel capacity and pays tribute to Buffalo’s 
grain handling and milling heritage.  
 
Tons of bulk grain came to Buffalo by lake 
boat or railcar, prior to being processed 
into packaged cereal that was shipped 
nationwide on boxcars.  This 40-foot ARA 
steel boxcar features “H-O Oats” block 
lettering as it appeared on the elevated 
silos that were a Buffalo landmark, and is 
rare as only 41 cars were produced with 
this road number. 

 
The boxcar side features “H-O Oats” block 
lettering as it appeared on the elevated silos 
that were a Buffalo landmark.   
 
Fairmont Creamery 
 
You can still see it when driving in, or out 
of Buffalo on I-190 … the original 
Fairmont Creamery Company 
identification emblazoned across the 
brickwork directly under the roof sills of 
the original building, which now contains 
luxury lofts and condos.  

 
This 40 foot composite Fairmont Creamery 
reefer in “butter yellow” celebrates a brand 
that Buffalo residents relied on daily for 
quality eggs, milk, ice cream and other dairy 
products. 
 
 
Founded in 1884, and headquartered in 
Omaha, Nebraska, the Fairmont Creamery 
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Company had branches stretching from 
the Dakotas to Buffalo.  
 
The Buffalo Creamery was a large milk 
processing facility designed to provide 
access for railcars to deliver directly to the 
lower floor receiving room, with the upper 
floors affording easy access for trucks that 
distributed eggs, milk, ice cream and 
butter to local merchants(3).  

 
The ornate Fairmont Creamery logo was easy 
to spot on the side of a refrigerated railcar, or 
in a grocery refrigerator or freezer. 
 
This BCG 40 foot composite reefer features 
a “butter yellow” body with mineral 
brown roof and ends, along with the well-
known Fairmont Creamery logo  
 
(3) thefairmontcreamery.com   
 

We All Played with One … 

… a Fisher-Price(R) toy, that is.  This 1930s 
era steel boxcar celebrates the Company’s 
Diamond Jubilee using vintage graphics 
and colors from the Company’s Pre-War 
“Golden Age” of toy making.  Founded in 
1930, Fisher-Price became fully operational 
when its first toy “Doctor Doodle” was 
released in 1931 (the date on the boxcar).  
For the next 75 years, the Company 
became well known for its whimsical toy 

line that featured many early Disney(R) 
characters.   

This 1930s era steel boxcar uses vintage 
graphics and colors from the Company’s Pre-
war “Golden Age” of toy making to celebrate 
its Golden Jubilee in 2006.  

 
Fisher-Price is now part of Mattel Inc. and 
is still a major regional employer at its 
plant in East Aurora, NY.  BCG designed 
and produced this car exclusively for 
Seneca Junction Train World. 

“Buffalo” Railroads 

The last three BCG cars commemorate 
railroads with “Buffalo” in their names, 
along with a Michigan Central New York 
Central Lines car that was essential to the 
growth of America’s auto industry. 
 
Wellsville & Buffalo Railroad 

   
Another BCG “what-if” car remembers the 
short life of the Wellsville & Buffalo.  This 
40-foot single-sheathed wood boxcar 
traversed the “Genesee Valley Route” 
between Buffalo and Wellsville, NY, a 
town located south of the City near the 
Pennsylvania border.     The W&B was an 
immediate successor of the Buffalo & 
Susquehanna, but lasted only one year 
before being abandoned and torn-up.  
Rumors abounded that the line would be 
put to use by the New York Central, but 
never materialized. (Photo Next Page) 
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This “what if” 40-foot single sheathed wood 
boxcar remembers the short life of the 
Wellsville & Buffalo RR that moved freight 
up and down the Genesee Valley in western 
NY.  

Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo Railroad 

The New York Central and the Canadian 
Pacific jointly owned the Toronto, 
Hamilton & Buffalo Railroad that was 
formed in 1892 and ran until 1977 when 
the CP became the full owner.     
   
The TH&B was established as an alternate 
route for Hamilton businesses to ship their 
products to Canadian customers in 
Toronto, Montreal and the west, and to 
American customers via the NYC and its 
subsidiaries.  These goods travelled in 40-
foot single-sheathed wood boxcars that 
BCG modeled in O-Scale. 

 

The NYC and CP jointly owned the TH&B 
that shipped products to Canadian and 
American customers in 40-foot single sheathed 
wood boxcars similar to this BCG O-Scale 
model.  

 
 

Michigan Central Railroad 
 
The Michigan Central was incorporated in 
1837 to provide rail service between 
Detroit and St. Joseph, MI.  About 1867, 
the railroad was operated as a separate 
part of the New York Central System.  Its 
early freight service relied on hauling 
natural resources including Michigan’s 
extensive stands of Timber, but later the 
Line became a major carrier of 
automobiles and auto parts in the early 
part of the Twentieth Century. Bearing a 
New York Central Lines oval, this BCG 
Michigan Central 40 foot double-door 
Automobile boxcar celebrates the vital role 
the railroad plays in the success of 
America’s auto industry.  

 
Relying on 40-foot double-door boxcars, the 
Michigan Central became a major carrier of 
automobiles and auto parts in the early part 
of the Twentieth Century.   

 
Thanks  

 
I want to ”thank” John Slater, President of 
Buffalo Creek Graphics, for sharing his 
wisdom regarding the fascinating history 
behind the O-Scale rolling stock designed 
and produced by his Company in Niagara 
Falls, NY near Buffalo, NY.  To see 
available BCG rolling stock, please visit 
www.TrainResource.com. 
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Rolling down the line against the skyline of the “Nickel City”, a consist of colorful Buffalo railcars 
delivers the goods to regional customers throughout western New York state and beyond.

 

 

One of the many signals diagrams found in the NYCSHS Signals 
DVD available in the Collinwood Shop 



Finally Modeling the Putman Division	
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        Article by Howie Mann                          Photos by Howie 
Modeling the New York Central is a joy 
for all of us. Whether we want to emulate 
in detail the operations, rolling stock, 
structures or the environment of the NYC 
like the mountains, towns, cities or, like 
some of us, we just want to build a 
railroad with the flavor of the NYC, we 
share a passion that non-rail fans or rail 
fans just can’t figure out. I got into this 
hobby a long time ago. My interests grew 
and the depth and breadth of my railroad 
curiosity grew over the years. This article, 
the first in a series, is written to describe 
my latest layout and provide insights into 
my experiences. Hopefully, the reader will 
get something out of it. 

About Me 

I’m a relative newbie to the NYCSHS but I 
have enjoyed the magazines, the modeler 
newsletters and the Collinwood Shop 
offerings. I grew up in The Bronx and later 
Queens in New York City.  My interest in 
trains can be blamed on my dad. He 
started taking my brother Jeff (also a 
NYCSHS member) and I to train stations 
early on. In fact, Jeff remembers the 
earliest experiences, those trips to the Van 
Cortland Park station of the Putnam 
Division in the mid Fifties. I wish I could 
remember those. But I recall the later trips, 
usually on a Sunday I think, to either the 
Morris Heights station on the Hudson 
Division or Tremont Avenue station on the 
Harlem Division. I saw plenty of electrics, 
including MUs, P2bs and T3s. But 
occasionally we saw freights. After 
moving to Queens our trips switched to 
Queens Village, Mineola and Bellerose 
stops on the LIRR. I still enjoy the thrill of 

trains while standing on a railroad 
passenger station some place. 

Past Layouts 

My first model train was a Lionel set my 
dad purchased from Madison Hardware 
in Manhattan. It was a small oval with an 
F unit diesel lettered for the Texas Special. 
I added track, cars and buildings over 
time. I wish I had a photo to share with 
you but I stupidly sold the whole set to a 
father whose kids were probably just 
going to trash it. What is my excuse for 
selling it? I got thirty bucks for it, which 
was a small fortune to a nine year old. 

Plainview Central showing Union Station and 
rear freight area. 

 

Plainview Central showing lumber yard, main 
line and rear industries. 

My second layout was the Plainview 
Central. The photos above show part of 
the main 4’X 8’ area and the extension that 
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I added years later.  The layout started as a 
4’ X 8’ on a table, expanding to about 4’ X 
10’ one.  
 
I learned a lot from building it. 
Considering I knew very little I think it 
turned out pretty good. Keep in mind I 
built it with my eight-year old assistant, 
my son Daniel.  

Union Station at train level below Metro 
City. 

Eight year olds have limited levels of 
attention but, together, we had a vision 
and decent idea of what we wanted to do. 
The photos below show the extension that 
was added later without Daniel’s help. 

In this view you can see the trolley coming off 
the main street of Metro City. The apartment 
building to the left was scratchbuilt. 

The layout was derived from a book of 
suggested layouts. It contained one which 
Daniel and I liked because it had urban 
elements as well as passenger and freight 
operations. It also was based on the 
Baltimore and Ohio in the Baltimore area. 
The layout provided me with exposure to 

building structure kits, kit bashing and 
scratchbuilding. It was all DC powered. 

This is the extension I built some time after 
the 4x8 had been finished. The trolley runs 
over it. 

The extension included this gulley. 

My Model Railroad Experience 

I would consider myself an intermediate 
level modeler. I like to think that I have 
picked up a lot of knowledge about 
techniques and skills that have given some 
confidence that I can accomplish more 
than basic tasks. 

Latest Layout 

My latest layout is a proto based one that 
borrows elements and items that I have 
known, derived from the New York 
Central’s Putnam Division. Without a 
great deal of space in my basement and 
with my added requirement of “around 
the room” It could only proceed as a 
freelanced version based on proto 
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elements. As this series of articles proceeds 
forward I will show you, or discuss these 
elements. There are some other items I 
wanted to change from the Plainview 
Central. One is I wanted to use a more 
realistic track code. So I went with Code 
83. The other item is that I didn’t want to 
use switch motors. I found installing 
under-table switch motors to be difficult 
physically and I wanted the layout to be 
more prototypical and faithful to the 
Putnam Line since its switches were hand-
thrown. So I have installed Caboose 
Industries ground throws. Heads-up: my 
layout is still in the building phase with a 
lot of work left to do. 

Why the NYC and the Putnam Line? 

As you can tell by my bio I am a fan of the 
New York Central. My early years 
connected me as a young person to that 
railroad and that has stuck with me until 
now. I have been fortunate to have seen 
freight trains on the Put in the 1970’s. 

The remnants of Van Cortlandt Park station 
around 1972. 

Then many years later I have cycled the 
trail now the remnants of the Put, through 
the Bronx, Westchester, and Putnam 
counties. Cycling is another of my 
passions. I’ve obtained many books on the 
Put and continue to read them for research 
and enjoyment. Most of the photos were 

taken in 1972. My sister-in-law and I are in 
photo below. 

Howie and his sister-in-law at Van Cortlandt 
Park. This view looks north. Note the empty 
bridge bay for the abandoned second track. 

I enjoy the Put because it engenders many 
of the features of country railroading that I 
like. It was low tech and worked on by 
people who became familiar to the riders 
who used it and communities it served.  

 
Penn Central freight running through Van 
Cortlandt Park about 1972. 

 

The same northbound freight as in previous 
photo. That covered hopper was probably 
headed for Stauffer Chemical in Chauncey.  
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I also like the fact that there were obscure 
branches to it and it had a connection to 
the Harlem Division. For these reasons I 
have preordered the John Ham book, From 
Gotham To The Berkshires New York Central’s 
Harlem Division through NYCSHS’s 
Collinwood Shop. Its subtitle is Classic 
Scenes Along the Old Put. 

Future Articles 

In future articles I will discuss the 
following topics: 

• “Planning the Putnam” 
• “Building the Putnam” 
• “Selecting Rolling Stock” 
• “Selecting Structures” 

  

NYC Work Equipment Drawings 

All Available in the Collinwood Shop 

 
 

Bunk Car 
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Russell Flanger 
 

 
 

Gondola to Flat for Double Stack Wheel Loading 
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NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book 

Silver Rails 
Through the Heart of the Park 

New York Central Railroad’s Adirondack Division 
By John Taibi

 
This book is a comprehensive history of the Adirondack 
Division of the New York Central Railroad. 

 

 
The book provides 800 pages of history of the railroad, towns, 
industries, and people found along the Adirondack Division 
of the New York Central. There are 1720 images of the 
Adirondack Division with 442 of them in color. 

 
 
 

  
• MSRP $114.95 plus $12.00 S&H. (Shipping higher to Canada, Mexico, & overseas - Contact us for 

shipping cost) - Ohio residents add 8% tax. 
• Members’ price $91.96 plus $12.00 S&H (20% off MSRP) - Ohio residents add 8% tax. 
• All proceeds go to the NYCSHS. 
• A very limited quantity of numbered and signed copies available at $250 plus $12.00 shipping. 
• Very limited run and no reprints. 
• Order the book in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at www.NYCSHS.net. 
• Or send completed order form and check or money order to address below.  
                       

ORDER FORM      Order Now and Don’t Miss Out on This Book!! 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________   
           
City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________  
 
Country:______________________________Zip/Mail Code:_________________________________  
  
NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ____________# of Copies__________ 
Amount Enclosed:_______For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 
Mail to:  NYCSHS Silver Rails, P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 

 

This	book	celebrates	the	past	operation	of	 the	
New	 York	 Central’s	 Adirondack	 Division	 (as	
well	as	portions	of	the	Ogdensburg	and	Ottawa	
Divisions)	 and	 the	 current	 service	 being	
provided	 by	 the	 Adirondack	 Scenic	 Railroad	
into,	through,	and	out	of	the	Adirondack	Park.	
	
During	 railroading’s	 historic	 times,	 the	 New	
York	 Central	 and	 its	 forebears	 maintained	
service	over	 271.09	miles	 from	Herkimer	and	
Utica	 to	 Remsen,	 and	 on	 to	 Tupper	 Lake	 and	
Lake	Clear	 junctions,	Lake	Placid,	Malone,	and	
Adirondack	Junction	from	which	Montreal	was	
reached	via	 the	Canadian	 Pacific	Railway.	The	
present	 ASRR	 schedules	 provide	 for	 trains	 to	
run	 over	 only	 about	 a	 third	 of	 the	 Central’s	
lengthy	 territory,	 yet	 the	 Park	 has	 remained	
the	 formidable	 constant,	 maintaining	 its	 vast	
forests,	breathtaking	mountains,	and	powerful	
waterways	 for	 rail	 travelers	 to	 admire	 and	
contemplate	today	as	in	the	past.	
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Article by Seth Lakin Photos by Seth (Except as Noted) 
 

 

As been told before the New York Central 
System was made up of multiple 
component railroads.  All of these 
railroads were folded into the NYC nearly 
100 years ago, but still today these 
railroads are still referred to by their 
previous names.  Names like the Big Four, 
Boston & Albany, Toledo & Ohio Central 
and Lake Shore & Michigan Southern are 
all still in today’s railroaders’ lexicon.  

Each one of the component railroads had 
their own design for their cabooses.  Wood 
construction on steel frames was the 
standard from the early 1900’s onward, 
but beyond that the designs varied.  From 
cupolas that were wider than the body for 
the Big Four, to short narrow cupolas of 
the original unexpanded New York 
Central.  Body lengths varied as well from 
24 feet to 36 feet with two, three or four 
windows per side.   

In this two part series we will look at and 
model in HO scale New York Central’s 
former Michigan Central and Canada 
Southern waycars.  The Michigan Central 
Railroad’s mainlines stretched from 
Detroit west to Chicago and from Toledo 
north to the Straights of Mackinac at the 
top of Michigan’s lower peninsula.  
Combined with the leased Canada 
Southern Railway, the railroad reached the 
banks of the Niagara River across from 

Buffalo, New York.  When folded into the 
New York Central System, the route gave 
the NYC a second mainline between 
Buffalo and Chicago, exactly the same 
length as the famed Water Level Route.  
This route just happened to run through 
Ontario and Michigan on the northern side 
of Lake Erie rather than Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Indiana on the south side of 
Lake Erie.    

 

Michigan Central 1837, an early version 30-
foot waycar was built in 1893 with an all-
wood frame.  About 1915 it would be 
renumbered to MC 2155 and rebuilt in the 
1920s with a steel frame.  With NYC’s system 
wide renumbering of 1936, it would become 
NYC 17818.  It would eventually be retired in 
September 1963 with seventy years of service.  
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs 
Division, Detroit Publishing Company 
Collection. 

Michigan Central’s waycars, as cabooses 
were referred to on the railroad, were 
constructed from wood with a cupola 
offset to one end.  The cars that would 
eventually become New York Central cars 
were built between 1877 and 1923 in the 
railroad’s Detroit shops.   Three different 
versions of the waycars were built.  The 
earliest version built between 1877 and 
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1895 had a 30-foot body with all four side 
windows to one side of the cupola.  A later 
version built between 1899 and 1914 also 
with a 30-foot body but had three 
windows ahead of the cupola and one 
behind.  Both of these versions were likely 
built with an all wood under frame and 
then all were rebuilt with a steel frame 
between 1925 and 1929. 

 

NYC 17788 is a 30-foot late version of the ex 
Michigan Central waycar.  It was 
photographed in Erie, Pennsylvania in 1946.  
Paul Prescott Collection, NYCSHS Archive 
Image PB300.011A. 

Originally all these 30-foot waycars carried 
numbers between Michigan Central 1717 
and 1919.  Starting about 1911 they were 
randomly renumbered in to a series 
beginning with Michigan Central 2000.  
Approximately 40 more waycars were 
constructed between 1911 and 1914.   

These cars were built new with the 2000 
series numbers and dovetailed into the 
renumbering of the older cars.  Eventually 
all the 30-foot waycars would be 
numbered from Michigan Central 2000 up 
to 2197.  

Canada Southern’s waycars were built in 
the company shops in St. Thomas, Ontario 
following the same plans as the Michigan 
Central waycars.  The early version, 

identical to the Michigan Central cars with 
a 30-foot body and four side windows 
ahead of the cupola, were built between 
1877 and 1894.  The later version of the 30-
foot body had three windows ahead of the 
cupola and one behind and was built 
between 1899 and 1910.   

  

Michigan Central 23060 is an 1887 built 
Canada Southern waycar shown here in 1926 
coupled to MC 7631 a G-6j 2-8-0. In 1936 the 
waycar would be renumbered to NYC 17974, it 
would be retired in 1963 with 75 years of 
service.  The G-6 a 1906 Alco product fared far 
worse being retired and sold for scrap in 1933 
with only 24 years of service.  NYCSHS 
Archive Image PB413117  

All Canada Southern waycars were 
originally numbered 23000 to 23078.  At 
some point the highest numbered 30-foot 
waycars were renumbered into lower 
vacant numbers.  By 1921 the 30-foot 
waycars were numbered 23000 to 23067.  
Like the Michigan Central cars all the 30-
foot cars were rebuilt between 1926 and 
1928 with steel frames. 

Beginning in 1917 and continuing through 
1923, a third version of the Michigan 
Central and Canada Southern waycar was 
built.  While outwardly similar to the late 
30-foot body version with its three 
windows ahead of the cupola and one 
behind, this version was slightly longer at 
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32-foot six-inches.  In Part Two of this 
series we will look and model these longer 
waycars.  

Beginning in 1936, the NYC undertook a 
system wide renumbering of all of its 
rolling stock.  This renumbering grouped 
like types of equipment from all 
component railroads together with NYC 
reporting initials.  The Michigan Central 
30-foot waycars were renumbered into the 
NYC 17715 to 17847 series.  While the 
former Canada Southern 30-foot waycars 
were renumbered to NYC 17931 to 17980.  

 

1909 built NYC 17739 and 1887 built NYC 
17771 are in Detroit, Michigan on February 2, 
1962.  Both waycars have had one side 
window removed.  17739 a late 30-foot had the 
farthest right window removed, while 17771 
an early 30-foot had its farthest left window 
removed.  E.L. Novak photo, Lawrence Bolton 
Collection 

Trips to the car shop changed the look of 
some of the waycars.  Common changes 
included removal of a side window, some 
waycars received plywood siding, later 
some had their cupola windows boarded 
over.  At least one waycar had its cupola 
completely removed, while another after a 
fire had its cupola moved to the middle of 
the car.  Other minor details were changed 
on these cars over the years as well.  
Waycars built prior to 1911, had wide 
hourglass shaped plates attached to the 
end handrails.  These plates were removed 
in the 1930s and early 1940s.  Grab irons 

on the roof of the cupola went from a 
continuous grab all the way around the 
roof to four separate corner grabs.  There 
were handrails that came off the cupola 
parallel to the roof then turned downward 
on waycars up to the 1940s.  By the late 
1950s angled braces began to appear on 
some cupolas. Then dry hopper toilets 
were added inside the body, but are only 
exteriorly evident by a vent on the roof.  

 

The Michigan Central and Canada 
Southern wood waycars served mainly in 
their home territory but have been 
photographed in all parts of the NYC 
system.  The addition of 100 all steel bay 
window cabooses built by NYC’s 
Despatch Shops Inc in 1949 and an 
additional 200 cars from the St. Louis Car 
Company in 1952 no dubitably bumped 
some of the Michigan Central cars from 
their assignments and into the retirement 
lines.  In late 1953 and early 1954 
approximately twenty-two waycars were 
transferred to company service cars 
getting X-27000 series numbers.  Only a 
handful of the faithful woodies were 
retired through the remaining 1950s.  But 
between 1960 and 1966 nearly 100 more 
former Michigan Central and Canada 
Southern waycars were retired when an 
additional 100 more steel bay window 
cabooses were added to the roster and the 
pooling of cabooses was started.  In 1966 
the steel transfer style caboose was 
introduced, totaling 389 cars by 1968.  The 
transfer cabooses spelled the end of the 
wood cabooses on the NYC.  At least 
another 57 former MC and CASO waycars 
were retired between 1966 and the end of 
the New York Central in early 1968.  
However 49 waycars were still on the 
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roster at the beginning of the Penn Central 
era.  Even one former Canada Southern 
waycar was painted green and received 
PC lettering.   

 

Five former Michigan Central waycars line up 
on the caboose track at Bay City, Michigan on 
October 24, 1960.  E.L. Novak Photo, 
Lawrence Bolton Collection  

Although brass imports of the Michigan 
Central and Canada Southern waycars 
have been offered in the past; no ready to 
run, plastic or resin kits have been 
produced.  Fortunately kit bashing one or 
several, as we shall see is possible.  Like 
the NYCSHS, the Nickel Plate Road 
Technical & Historical Society offers a free 
to the public modeling e-zine.  NKP 
Modeler’s Notebook has featured several 
articles has about using the Model Die 
Casting/Roundhouse three window wood 
cabooses as a starting point in modeling 
several different classes of NKP wood 
cabooses.  I built a NKP former Lake Erie 
& Western caboose following Dave 
Campbell’s article that appeared in the Fall 
2011 issue.  I thought that the techniques 
described in that article could be used to 
model a Michigan in Central waycar.  The 
article can be downloaded at 
http://nkphts.org/modelersnotebook/20
11/11-15-11mn.pdf 

The MDC kits are now offered by Athearn 
in ready to run form in their Roundhouse 
line.  But MDC kits can easily be found at 
swap meets and at hobby shops that have 

old stock or used equipment on the 
shelves.  Multiple versions of this caboose 
have been offered, besides the three-
window version that I started with, side 
door and ribbed side versions can also be 
used as a starting point.  One thing to look 
out for is that two different roofs that have 
been offered with these kits.  One roof is 
rounded with eight small ribs, while the 
other is a peaked corrugated roof.  The 
rounded roof is the version needed for 
these kit bashes.  One surprising note 
about these kits is that the end door is an 
almost exact match for Michigan Central 
waycars.   

 

The Model Die Casing three window caboose 
kit as it appears before beginning the 
modifications. 

Whenever I build craftsman kits or kit 
bashes, I usually build two or three similar 
models at once.  That way when the 
directions are understood, appropriate 
tools and supplies are collected; multiple 
models can be completed in just a little 
more time than one.  In this case I built a 
total of six cabooses in two batches.  I 
ended up building both early and late 
versions of the 30-footers, two NYC 32-
foot 6-inch and two NKP cabooses.  The 
32-foot 6-inch waycars need a donor 
section of frame and roof from a second kit 



NYC’s Former MC&CS Waycars – Part 1	
	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 49	

to get the correct length.  The NKP caboose 
kit bash described in the NKP Modeler’s 
Notebook shortens the MDC cabooses 
giving left over pieces that are needed to 
lengthen the model to represent NYC 32-
foot six-inch waycars.  In this First Part we 
will build both an early and late version of 
the 30-foot waycar.  In the Second Part, we 
will build two of the 32-foot 6-inch 
waycars. 

No special tools are needed to complete 
these kit bashes.  An assortment of basic 
hobby tools is needed; a standard hobby 
knife with a few extra sharp blades, a set 
of small hobby drills and pin vice, a 
medium sized mill file, a model railroad 
scale ruler, a razor saw and a metal dial or 
digital caliper.  A small machinist’s square 
and a model miter box come in handy but 
are not necessary. 

Most kit bashing projects follow the same 
basic steps whether it is rolling stock or 
structures.  After formulating a plan, break 
down the kit into pieces, rearrange the 
pieces, scratch build any needed pieces, 
reassemble, detail, paint and weather.  
Follow along with these basic steps as we 
convert a MDC wood bodied caboose into 
a New York Central former Michigan 
Central or Canada Southern waycar.  

 

The sides are removed from the bodies of three 
MDC wood sided cabooses.  

The first step in converting the MDC 
caboose to a Michigan Central 30-foot 
waycar is to remove the sides from the 
body of the caboose.  To accomplish this, 
turn the caboose body upside down, with 
the floor up, score along the joint between 
the floor and the side with a hobby knife.  
Multiple scoring with medium pressure 
will eventually cut through the floor.  
Then turn the body on the end and score 
the corners joints at an angle, eventually 
you will cut through and the sides will 
come off.  Trim and sand the body so that 
the edges of the floor and ends are square 
and smooth.  At this point the ends should 
be about 1.20” wide.     

Calipers are used to scribe a .090” line where a 
cut is to be made to shorten the body.  

The second step is to shorten the body.  
First cut the body in two parts about one 
and one half inches from one end, as long 
as the cut is located between the bolster 
pins on the bottom side of the body the 
locations is not critical, just be sure that it 
is parallel to the ends.  To shorten the 
body for the 30-foot cars, set a pair of 
calipers to .090” and scribe a line from the 
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cut on one end of the body.  Then remove 
this .090” section.   

 

The frame piece is also shortened by .090” 

The two pieces then can be glued back 
together.  A scrap piece of sheet styrene 
can be used to strengthen the splice on top 
of the floor between the two ends of the 
body.  When completed, the body should 
measure 4.138” or a scale 30 feet between 
the outside of the end walls.  At this time 
the kit’s weights can be attached to the 
bottom of the floor with silicone adhesive. 

Moving to the frame piece of the kit, use 
the small tabs on the bottom as guides to 
cut the frame into two pieces.  Again 
shorten one side by .090”.  Then plug the 
holes in the floor with .025” and .062” 
styrene rods and carve the small end off 
the tabs from the floor. 

The end platform details are removed and 
narrowed leaving a tab to rebuild the end.  

Moving to the ends of the frame pieces, 
remove the kit’s steps even with the 
bottom of the frame.  Then the protruding 
coupler pocket and brake wheel gear need 
to be removed so that the end of the 
caboose is even all the way across the end 
and flat on top.  The end step openings 
need to be enlarged.  To do this put the 
body on the frame; trim the step wells 
even with the end of the body.  Then the 
platform needs to be narrowed up to the 
center stringer.  The resulting end floor tab 
should be .700” wide and .340” long.  Then 
the two pieces can be glued back together 
and lugs on the body should fit the holes 
in the frame.  

Styrene I-beams represent the steel under 
frame components. 

Now that the unneeded parts have been 
removed from the MDC kit it’s time to 
start rebuilding it to represent a Michigan 
Central waycar.  Fit a pair of .125” styrene 
I beams between the bolsters inside the 
two center beams.  Then use .060” I beams 
for the four needle beams.  These are 
positioned .693” inward from each bolster.  
One end of these needle beams should fit 
inside the web of the .125” I beam, while 
the other end should over hang the floor 
by .040”. 
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Rebuilding of the end platform of the caboose. 

Start rebuilding the ends of the caboose by 
cutting two pieces of .020” thick HO 3 ¼” 
car siding .340”x.740” with the boards 
running lengthwise.  Glue this piece on 
top of the old end platform, there should 
be a .020” overhang on each end.  

The end beams are created from a strip of 
styrene that has been marked with a caliper 
colored with a Sharpie and wiped off, which 
leaves the caliper marks defined.  The right 
side has been trimmed creating the tapered 
bean, while the left side has not yet been 
trimmed.   

To make the new end beams cut two 
pieces of .080”x.125” strip 1.190” long.  On 
the .125” side of the strip, mark a line .025” 
from one edge the length of the strip and 
.460” from each end.  A trick I used is to 
take a Sharpie and color the piece and then 
wipe the Sharpie off with a wetted finger. 
This leaves your caliper cut marks colored 
with the Sharpie ink.  Trim from the .460” 
mark on the bottom to the .025” mark on 
the edge creating a taper from the end 
toward the center of each beam.  Round 
the end of each beam with a file or 
sandpaper, then glue to the end of the 
frame.  The top of the end beam should be 
even with the new floor and the bottom 
even with the top of the coupler box.    

Details are then added to the ends. 

On each end, glue a .350” long piece of 
.020”x.060” strip to the end beam above 
the coupler box recreating the protruding 
coupler pocket.  Cut .080” from the open 
end of the Kadee Whisker coupler box.  
Glue this piece to the end below the end 
beam butting it up to the coupler box on 
the kit’s frame.  The kit’s coupler box 
cover now will need to be trimmed to fit.  
Kadee 158 couplers can be mounted using 
the kit’s screws.  Add 18” drop grab irons 
to each end of the end beams.  Mark a line 
.060” down from the top of the end beam 
and .120” and .328” in from each end to 
locate the holes for these grab irons.  Add 
an air hose to the right of the coupler and 
bend a coupler cut bar from .012” wire 
held in place by a pair of eyebolts to the 
left of the coupler.  The caboose steps were 
cut from an Athearn Santa Fe steel cupola 
caboose floor.  Since I was building 
multiple waycars, I made a rubber mold 
and cast duplicate steps from resin.  These 
were glued against the new end beam and 
under the overhang of the rebuilt end 
platform.   
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Details are added to the area between the 
trucks. 

Moving on to the area between the trucks, 
add brake components from a Tichy AB 
Brake set.  Bits of scrap styrene are used to 
support one end of the brake air reservoir 
and brake cylinder.  Add Tichy 10” queen 
posts to each of the outer ends of the 
needle beams.  Then two truss rods can be 
bent from .015” wire with Tichy 
turnbuckles centered on the each wire.  
One note about Michigan Central waycars 
air brake equipment is that both the car’s 
air reservoir and AB control valve are 
located on the same side of the car, unlike 
most freight cars where they are on 
opposite sides.  

The cupola end is traditionally considered 
the rear of the caboose.  When the 
Michigan Central waycars were converted 
to AB brakes from earlier air brake 
designs, the brake cylinder pointed toward 
the B end of the car, or the non-cupola 
end.  This is opposite from most other 
cabooses, making the cupola end the front 
end.  Don’t worry about running your 
waycar backward; cabooses were usually 
not turned at the end of the run unlike 
locomotives.  Cabooses traveled both 
cupola forward and cupola rear.  Just be 
sure to have the brake cylinder point to the 
non-cupola end of your model.    

The under floor toolbox is built from six pieces 
of styrene. 

One feature of the Michigan Central and 
Canada Southern waycars is the under 
floor toolboxes.  To scratch build one, 
laminate .125”x.188”, .040”x.156” and 
.125”x.188” styrene strips into a block that 
is .188” high and .290” wide with a grove 
on top that is 1.350” long.  It’s easier to 
make the block longer than needed and 
then saw the block to length. The groove 
fits over the stringer on the floor of the 
caboose.  Then cut a piece of .020” thick 
HO 3 ¼” car siding to fit on one side of the 
block with the boards running widthwise.  
Then glue a piece of .020”x.020” strip to 
the bottom of the car siding forming the 
lower door track.  Finally, create the doors 
by cutting a piece of the car .020” thick car 
siding .680” long and .168” high.  Then 
scribe the center of the door piece with a 
few light passes of a razor saw creating the 
illusion of two separate doors.  Then bend 
two small pieces of .012” brass wire 
creating the door handles.  Kadee T-
Section Caboose Trucks then can be added 
to the frames.  

 

Detailing the completed caboose floor and 
frame. 
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Now that the frame is complete let’s move 
on to the body.  From a sheet of .040” thick 
3 ¼” spaced car siding, cut two new sides 
1.060” tall and 4.138” long with the scribes 
running widthwise.  Using the caliper, 
scribe two lines .170 and .540” from one 
edge the entire length of each side of non-
scribed side. These lines mark the top and 
bottom to cut window openings.  
Everything done up to this point is for 
both the early and late versions of the 30-
foot waycar.  

New sides are marked to cut new window 
openings. 

Orientate the sides so that each side is 
mirroring the other or so that the scribed 
top window lines are next each other.  
Then with a Sharpie mark one end as the 
cupola end.   Its time to decide if you are 
modeling an early waycar with all four 
windows ahead of the cupola or a late 
waycar three windows ahead and one 
behind.  For the early waycar, mark lines 
at .575” and .829” for the first window; 
1.277” and 1.531” for the second window; 
1.942” and 2.196” for the third window; 
and 2.644” and 2.898” for the fourth 
window from the non cupola edge.  For 
the late 30-foot waycar mark the sides at 
.414” and .667” for the first window; 

1.379” and 1.632” for the second window; 
2.402” and 2.655” for the third window; 
and 3.471” and 3.724” for the fourth 
window from the non cupola edge.  Then 
cut the window openings by scoring the 
styrene with an X-Acto knife where the 
lines were drawn with the caliper.  Then 
score an X and drill a hole in the center the 
of the window opening.  Then the pieces 
can be snapped out creating the window 
opening.  If you are modeling a waycar 
that has a window removed, simply don’t 
cut the window opening for that window.  
Tichy 18”x28” Work Car Windows then 
can be installed into the new sides.  At this 
point I added a pair of 1/2” steel nuts 
attached with silicone adhesive to the 
inside of the body to add to model’s 
weight.  

Grab iron details are added to the body. 

Glue the new sides to the body.  Then the 
grab iron details can be added to the body.  
Use the kit’s L shaped end grabs in their 
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original holes; add eyebolts on the 
horizontal part of the grab next to the 
downward bend.  Then the kit’s curved 
side grab irons can be added to the sides 
using the original sides for locating the 
holes to be drilled.  Then vertical grabs can 
be bent for the ends from .012” brass wire.  
To locate the #80 holes for these grab irons 
mark a vertical line .170” inside from each 
corner on the ends.  Then mark .100” and 
.230” down from the top of the body to 
locate the holes. 

Modifications to the roof extend the overhang. 

Moving to the kit’s roof, on the underside 
there is a raised ridge on each end that 
centers the roof on the body.  This ridge 
needs to be removed; the ridge is marked 
in red on the above picture on the roof on 
the left.  Then glue a piece .125”x.188” 
styrene strip against the inside of the edge 
roof overhang.  This creates a new 
centering ridge that extends each roof 
overhang by about .045” on each end.  
Then fill the holes that mount the kit’s roof 
walk and smoke jack with either body 
putty or styrene rod and sand smooth.  

If modeling the early version waycar the 
cupola is properly located on the roof.  
Sand the roof ribs off creating a completely 
smooth roof.  The late version of the 

waycar needs its cupola moved toward the 
center of the car.   

The cupola needs to be moved toward the 
center of the waycar on the late version. 

To move the cupola toward the center, set 
the caliper to .188” and mark a line parallel 
to the cupola opening toward the center of 
the roof.  Then remove this piece 
extending the cupola opening.  To fill the 
gap left by moving the cupola toward the 
center, glue a piece of .125”x.188” in the 
cupola opening on the outside end.  Using 
a mill file this filler piece can be shaped to 
the contour of the roof.  In this process 
remove the small ribs on the roof, then 
sand the roof smooth.  All the remaining 
steps apply to both early and late 30-foot 
waycars. 

 

Details are added to the cupola, caliper 
marking locate where holes are to be drilled 
for grab irons.  
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Moving to the cupola, the model’s cupola 
is a scale three inches wider than the 
prototype for the 30-foot waycars.  
Narrowing the cupola by .035” would not 
change the look by much so I did not 
modify it.  Only Tichy roof corner grab 
irons and eyebolts are added to the corners 
of the cupola’s roof.  Caliper marks at 
.060” and .260” around the edges mark the 
location of the holes for the grab irons.    

Roof walks are scratch built from strips of 
styrene, glued together then trimmed when dry 
and attached to the roof. 

To make the roof walks; take three pieces 
of HO 1”x 6” styrene strip that are longer 
than needed for each end of the roof.  Then 
cut 19 pieces of .040”x.020” styrene strip, 
six for the short end and 13 for the long 
end of the roof that are longer than the 
width three running boards.  To figure out 
the spacing of the saddles, measure each 
end of the roof, then subtract by .240” (6 x 
.040) for the short end and .520 (13 x .040) 
for the long end and divide by five for the 
short end and 12 for the long end.  This 
gives you the spacing between the saddles.  
When dry, trim the excess off the saddles 
and the running boards.  Leave about 
.080” overhang on one end after the last 

saddle.  Then the new roof walks can be 
glued to the roof.  

 

The kit’s smoke jack is then added with 0.012” 
wire to model the support wires. 

Drill a 5/64” hole, a scale 51 inches or 
.586” from the end of the cupola and .250” 
from the roof’s edge for the kit’s smoke 
jack.  Some waycars had the smoke jack’s 
hood in line with the body, but most ran 
opposite.  Most smoke jacks had support 
wires but some did not. To model the 
support wires drill a #80 hole through the 
smoke jack .250” up from the bottom 
flange to accept a roughly inch and half 
piece of .012 wire. Then bend the wire 
down and drill two #80 holes .100” either 
side of the 5/64” hole on the roof.  Then 
the smoke jack can be glued from the 
underside.   

 

Three railroaders gather on the end platform 
of an unidentified Michigan Central waycar. 
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The end guard plates are in clear view.  Nick 
Johnson Collection 

Waycars built in 1911 had two wide 
hourglass shaped plates on each end.  
These plates were removed from the 
waycars during the 1930s.  Since I am 
building my waycars as they appeared in 
the early 1960’s my models lack the guard 
plates.  However, if you are interested in 
adding the plates to your models, 
NYCSHS drawing X-63594 details the ends 
including the plates. 

The end handrails are built from a styrene 
rods and strips. 

Moving to the end handrails drill #72 
holes at .041” and .450” in from each end 
centered on top of each of the end beams 
for the handrail posts.  Then drill a #78 
hole .379” from the left end of the end 
beam for the vertical brake shaft.  Insert 
pieces of .025” styrene rods in the #72 
holes and trim each rod to a scale 30-
inches or .345”.  I cut the rods long then 
cut a piece of scrap styrene to .345” and 
then used it as a height block trimming 
each beam with flush cutters. 

Thin round and flat wire are used to create 
more details 

From a piece .015”x.024” flat brass wire, 
bend the bottom bracket for the brake 
rods.  This bike hook shaped piece goes 
next to the coupler box under the end 
beam and is .080” deep; .090” wide with 
an angling side back up with a short 
horizontal tab.  The top handrail is made 
from a piece of .010”x.030” styrene strip.  
Cut a roughly 2-inch piece and drill a #78 
hole through the strip about 1/3 way from 
one end.  Insert a piece of .015” wire 
through the hole and insert the wire into 
the #78 hole in the end beam down to the 
bottom bracket.  When the brake rod and 
the styrene rods are parallel, the top hand 
rail then can be glued to the vertical rods 
and the top handrail can be trimmed to 
length slightly longer than the outside 
posts.  Trim the brake rod .080” above the 
top handrail then vertical brake wheels 
from the Tichy AB brake set then can be 
attached to the top of the brake rod.  
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Corner braces are made from a bent piece of 
styrene strip. 

From a piece of .010”x.100” styrene strip 
make four braces for the bottom corners of 
the body.  Cut the strip into .245” pieces 
then fold .070” back onto itself forming an 
L .175” by .070”, then glue to the bottom 
corners of the waycar’s body. 

End Ladders are also crafted from freight car 
ladders and flat brass wire. 

The end ladders are the last items added to 
the waycars.  The first set of waycars I 
used Scale Structures 4137 Caboose End 
Ladders on the ends.  These parts have 
since been discontinued.  In the later 
waycars I built, Tichy Freight Car Ladders 
and flat wire were used to create the end 
ladders.  Trim the ladders so that they rest 

on the end beams and fit under the roof.  
Glue two pieces of .015”x.024” flat brass 
wire to the top of the ladder side rails.  
When dry the top handrails can be bent 
with a pair of wire looping pliers.  I waited 
until after painting, lettering and glazing 
to glue ladders to the ends of the waycar. 

The waycars then can go to the paint shop. 

The waycars were painted with Scalecoat 
Oxide Red spray paint and lettered with 
NYCSHS 3132.8 HO caboose decals. The 
roofs were painted with a mix of dark 
brown and dark gray acrylic craft paints.  
Safety yellow handrails and grab irons 
were painted per each model’s prototype 
photo.  Tichy window glazing included 
with the Work Car Windows was then 
added to the side windows and .005” clear 
styrene sheet cut for the remaining 
window glazing.  Then the roofs can be 
glued to the body and end ladders glued 
to the ends.  Weathering consisted of 
diluted washes of black, gray and browns 
acrylic craft paint was applied to the entire 
model. 
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Finished model of NYC 17762, an early 1891 
built waycar with all four windows to one 
side of the cupola. 

Bill of Materials 
  
Model Die Casting  
3-window wood sided caboose kit 
 
Athearn  
Steps from ATSF Style steel cupola 
caboose 
 
Detail Associates 
2526 .015x.024 flat brass wire 
 
Evergreen Scale Models 
101 .010x.030 strip 
106 .010x.100 strip 
120 .020x.020 strip 
122 .020x.040 strip 
123 .020x.060 strip 
147 .040x.156 strip 
166 .080x.125 strip 
188 .125x.188 strip 
219 .025 styrene rod 
222 .062 styrene rod  
271 .060 I beam 
274 .125 I beam 
2037 .020 thick HO 3 ¼” spaced car siding 
4037 .040 thick HO 3 ¼” spaced car siding 
8110 HO 1x10 strip 
9005 .005 clear styrene sheet 
 

Kadee  
158 Whisker Couplers with Boxes 
1581 T-Section Caboose Trucks 
 
NYCSHS  
3132.8 HO scale Caboose Decals 
 
Tichy Train Group 
1106 .012 Phosphor Bronze Wire 
1102 .015 Phosphor Bronze Wire 
1103 .020 Phosphor Bronze Wire 
2001 18” Drop Grab Irons 
2003 Roof Corner Grab Irons 
2037 Eye Bolts 
3021 AB Brake Gear 
3033 Freight Car Ladders 
3074 10” Queen Posts 
8021 Turnbuckles 
8068 18x28” Work Car Windows 
 

 

NYC 17729 is modeled in HO scale, a late 30-
foot Michigan Central waycar; the prototype 
was built in 1912.  

In the next issue of NY Central Modeler, we 
will look at and model the 32-foot six-inch 
the former Michigan Central waycars, 
NYC 17848-17929 and 17981-17990 that 
were built between 1917 and 1923.  
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We 
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, 
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and 
art prints -- all with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos, this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 



New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2019 New Membership Application 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00 

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $50.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society.

These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

Membership runs January 1 to December 31.

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

 

Please fill in all blanks. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

9 Digit Zip________________________    

Country if outside U.S.A. _______________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

 Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2019 Membership Renewal Form 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00 

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $50.00 

Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------- $ --0-- 

Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------ $40.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  _ 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be

acknowledged in Central Headlight.  Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.

Membership runs January 1 to December 31.
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
 

Please fill in all blanks.  ****  Membership #_________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

9 Digit Zip________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

Country if outside U.S.A. _______________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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Article by Bob Chapman Photos by Bob expect as noted. 
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In 2009 during its final days as a company, 
Sunshine Models released HO scale cast 
resin kits of NYC’s express reefer in six 
variations, and one for the Rutland. 

The prototype was among the most 
populous of Central’s passenger fleet, and 
as a NYC modeler, I needed at least one 
for a credible model fleet. The project 
proved both challenging and fun, and 
resulted in an attractive prototype model.   

 

Relieved of its load of Christmas packages, 
NYC express reefer #6028 rests in Dallas on 
December 25, 1961. NYC’s express reefers could 

carry either refrigerated produce or non-
refrigerated dry lading, and were often spotted 
in mail and express trains far from NYC’s 
rails. Dick Kuelbs photo, Bob Chapman 
collection.  

 
Also far from home is NYC milk car #6651, 
sighted in Dallas in March 1962. By this time, 
the milk car has probably seen its last milk 
container, and is serving out its remaining 
miles in express service. Dick Kuelbs photo, 
Bob Chapman collection  

 

General Arrangement, Milk Car. Milk Car-Baggage-Express Car NYC 6431-6460 (Lot 916) NYC 6461-
6535 (Lot 942) Rutland 340-349 (Lot 946) NYC 6536-6555 (Lot 2019) NYC 6556-6575 (Lot 2041) NYC 
6576-6605 (Lot 2090) NYC 6401-6430 (Lot 2109)NYC 6611-6660 (Lot 2123) NYC 9797-9899 (Lot 2247)  
used 1921-1928  NYCSHS Drawing File – Head End Cars 
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One might ask – why a how-to article for a 
model a decade out of production? It has 
been said that a majority of the cast resin 
kits sold are yet to be built. Where the 
needs are inspiration or construction tips, 
perhaps this article will help. Also – 
Sunshine’s kits regularly appear in 
secondary market sources such as eBay; if 
one is not already slumbering in your 
unbuilt kit stash. With a little luck may 
spot you one there.      

 

The Prototype 

The following information is summarized 
from the Sunshine Models prototype data 
sheet. Almost as numerous as Pennsy’s 
more-recognized 550-car fleet of class R50-
series express reefers, NYC’s “some 525” 
express reefers and milk cars occupied two 
similar 53’2” outside-length designs – 275 
express reefers, and “some 250” milk cars. 
Sharing car bodies nearly identical in 
dimensions and basic appearance, the two 
designs differed in functional details. 
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The express reefers had ice bunkers, roof-
mounted ice hatches with ladders and 
running boards to reach them, and 
standard reefer-style outwardly hinged 
carbody doors. The much plainer 
insulated milk cars lacked the bunkers and 
accompanying roof details, substituted 
inward-swinging doors, and featured 
vents along the roof centerline and the 
lower side. The AAR class BR express 
reefers were numbered #5800-6074, and 
the class BM milk cars #6401-6660.  

The paint scheme matched NYC’s 
heavyweight cars – Pullman Green sides 
and ends with black roof. Lettering 
changed with the era – gold-leaf Roman 
lettering for 1930s-1950s, and Dulux 
Gothic lettering 1940s-1960s.  

Designed to carry perishable produce, the 
express reefers were easily adaptable to 
mail and express service during off-
seasons and for return hauls. The reefers 
frequently strayed off-line to the west and 
south, and their distinctive fishbelly 
sidesills made them easily spotted in the 
consists of transcontinental mail-and-
express trains such as ATSF’s “Fast Mail”.  

Although NYC was a major hauler of milk, 
the milk cars were also convenient haulers 
of dry express lading. As milk traffic 
declined in the 1950s, several milk cars 
were rebuilt with plug doors for express 
service and renumbered into the #9600-
9699 series. Representatives of the reefer 
and milk car fleet survived on NYC’s 
roster until the mid-1960s.   

The Sunshine Models Kit 

During their 22-year run, Sunshine Models 
continuously improved their offerings, 
with improved resins and casting 

techniques, more accurate detailing, and 
improved instructions. As a late-life 
Sunshine offering, the NYC reefer kits 
offer little for complaint or improvement.  

The kits are flat kits, with separate sides, 
ends, floor, and roof. Accompanying the 
major castings is a sheet of cast resin detail 
parts, including a fine rendition of NYC’s 
distinctive five-spoke brakewheel. Non-
resin parts include ladders, UC brake 
system, photoetched ice hatch levers, lost 
wax brass steam line connectors, brass 
chain, a variety of grabs and stirrups, and 
plentiful brass wire. To be supplied by the 
modeler are trucks, couplers, and weight.  

Alternate sets of custom decals specific to 
this NYC reefer series are supplied in 
Roman or Gothic lettering styles, 
depending on the era of your model. I was 
pleased to see the correct, more condensed 
letter spacing of the reefer’s roadname in 
my Gothic set.  

The two-page instruction sheet, while 
perhaps a bit summarized for a modeler 
without a few cast resin kits already under 
his belt, presents a logical construction 
sequence, greatly helped by four in-
process photos showing critical areas of 
underbody and end detailing. A four-page 
prototype data sheet gives the prototype 
history in great depth, with nine 
accompanying prototype photos. Credit 
for creating the model is given to Charlie 
Slater, Christopher Martin, and Roger 
Hinman. Hats off to them for 
accomplishing a fine offering of an 
important prototype. 
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Spotted at the REA facility by Cincinnati 
Union Terminal’s ex-NYC 0-6-0 #6 is NYC 
express reefer #5859. The HO scale cast resin 
reefer kit was produced by Sunshine Models. 

Building the Model 

We’ll present the remainder of the article 
as a photo feature, with no intent to repeat 
what is already covered in the kit 
instructions. The additional photos 
presented here will hopefully demystify 
the instructions where needed. In a few 
cases, we will add changes or tips where 
we feel we found an improved approach. 
Let’s get started!    

 

Assemble the carbody per steps 1 and 2. I 
prefer to leave the floor separate until after 
painting, and attach the 2 oz. weight at 
that time. To avoid bowing the sides 
during construction, I cemented a scrap of 
.060” styrene sheet inside the carbody; on 
my model, proper width of the styrene 

was 8’9”. Be sure to allow sufficient 
clearance for the floor and weight.  

 

I build my models as layout models, 
sometimes omitting detail that can’t be 
seen in normal viewing, or detail subject to 
being knocked askew with normal 
operational handling. Those building an 
NMRA contest model will want to include 
the details that I have skipped. For 
underbody detailing, I usually model the 
brake system appliances, levers, and rods, 
but omit the time-consuming and often 
less visible piping. On this model, the 
fishbelly sidesills hide much of the 
underbody, and I probably could have 
shortcut everything but the basic brake 
system components. Shown is what I 
modeled; the instructions show the more 
complete detail addition.  

Steps 4e and f describe a procedure for 
building the double-step stirrups and sill 
steps. An off-the-shelf alternative is 
Bethlehem Car Works part #86, baggage 
car steps; the BCW part is reasonably 
sturdy in operation, and is close to 
prototype appearance. The bottom edge of 
the carbody is a bit thin for drilling the 
installation holes for these steps, so I 
added short lengths of .060” x 060” styrene 
strip behind the side at each corner. Drill 
(#70) for the steps at a slight angle, starting 
in the bottom of the side and angling into 
the styrene strips. The angled support 
braces for the steps are short scraps of 
.010” x .020” styrene strip.       
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Remove material from the sides and ends 
of the floor to clear the carbody’s styrene 
strips and angle braces.  

 

Much of the car’s detailing is on the ends. 
Note that the detailing on the two ends is 
identical, as it is on the two sides. Step 4b 
suggests surface-gluing the ends’ brake 
piping. For my “layout model,” I made a 
point of bending each piping element in a 
right angle at one end and gluing it into a 
hole, providing a strong mechanical joint 
and minimizing likelihood that the piping 
will be knocked off in handling. Not 
covered in the instructions is an 
uncoupling lever, bent from .015” wire 
and suspended from Detail Associates 
#2222 long eyebolts. The steam line is a 
major detail, glued to the side of the 
coupler box. I omitted the more fragile 
plastic air and signal hoses.        

 

The instruction sheet has no clear photo of 
the ice hatch detail; here’s a look at my 
result, installed per step 5a.   

 

The kit is designed for Walthers #933-1077 
four-wheel trucks, per step 3L; the bolsters 
have a raised bushing to match the 
oversized hole in the Walthers trucks. 
Since I had a set of similar Central Valley 
trucks in my stash, I substituted them, 
removing the unneeded bolster bushing. 
Note that in either truck option, the leaf 
spring projecting from the side of the truck 
needs to be removed to match the NYC 
prototype – an easier job with the Walthers 
truck, which can be disassembled.   
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Now is a good time to test run the car, 
making any needed adjustments for 
proper truck swing clearance or coupler 
height.  

 

A side view showing the finished model 
painted and weathered. 

The carbody is Pullman Green, except for 
the roof, which is black. After painting the 
underbody, trucks, and coupler black, I 
added a thinned overspray of dark rust to 
represent the grungy look of these parts.  

Apply the decals, choosing a car number 
within the reefer number series #5800-
6074; the decal set offers several choices. 
Lacking a lettering diagram, I 
proportionally measured the vertical 
spacing from photos, with the following 

results (measured from bottom of wooden 
siding to bottom of lettering): 
EXPRESS/REFRIGERATOR 4’0”, NYC 
1’9”, and car number 10”. Lateral spacing 
was eyeballed. Note that there is a small 
car number centered near the top of the 
end just under the end of the running 
board.  

NYC’s head end cars were seldom 
washed, and probably cycled through the 
paint shop less frequently than the road’s 
passenger cars, so some weathering of the 
carbody representing road grime, dust, 
and locomotive soot is in order. I lightly 
weathered my model with a very dilute 
overspray of Grime, with a few 
weathering powder highlights.  

Put her together and send her out with 
your next secondary or mail-and-express 
train!    

 

An end view of the completed kit showing end 
and coupler detail. 
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Parts List 

Sunshine Models  
#88. NYC Express Reefer, Gothic letter, Batten 
Bethlehem Car Works  
#86 Baggage Car Steps 
Detail Associates 
#222 Eyebolts – Long 
Evergreen  
#100 Styrene Strip .10” X .020” 
#153 Styrene Strip .060” X .060” 
Walthers 
#933-1077 4-wheel trucks 
Couplers   
Your choice 
Paint 
Pullman Green & Grimy Black – Your choice 

 

 

 

Lima Locomotive Works 

Lima NYC Switches 

 
Lima built DES-15a, #8404 Lima builders 
photo, NYCSHS Collection #PB130-002 – Six 
built for the NYC 

 
Lima built DES 19a, #9800 Lima builders 
photo, NYCSHS Collection # PB130-023 – 21 
built for the NYC. 

 
Lima built DRSP-5, #5800 Lima builders 
photo, NYCSHS Collection #PB128-003 – 16 
built for the NYC. 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. 
 
Here are the latest: 
  

 
NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932/ NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018/  NYC Signals Department 
 
 

                 
NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System 

 
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

 
http://www.NYCSHS.net 

 



NYCSHS Gift to the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania	
	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 71	

   Article by Noel Widdifield                Photos by Bruce Heald 

 

The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 
was created by an act of the state 
legislature (1963), with a site selected in 
Strasburg, Lancaster County (1965).  Very 
gradually, the Museum began acquiring 
its first locomotives and railroad cars, with 
the Pennsylvania Railroad’s Historic 
Collection arriving in Strasburg from 
Northumberland, PA (1969).  The first 
phase of Museum construction yielded the 
installation of a 100-foot ex-Reading 
Company turntable and yard tracks (1970-
1971), while the second phase saw the 
completion of the Museum building (1972-
1974).  In April 1975, the Railroad Museum 
of Pennsylvania opened to the public, the 
first structure in North America built 
specifically as a railroad museum. 

The NYCSHS display at the Railroad Museum 
of Pennsylvania in September 2018. Noel 
Widdifield photo. 

Last September, Dave Staplin and I set up 
an exhibit for the NYCSHS at the Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania for their two-
day Railroad Heritage Days event.   

This event is to allow visitors to discover 
the amazing and diverse heritage of the 
industry that built our nation and 
continues strong today. They showcase 
Pennsylvania’s many remarkable historical 
and contemporary railroads with 
presentations, operating model train 
layouts, art and photography, interpretive 
tours and more.  We were invited to help 
showcase the NYCS’s history in 
Pennsylvania. 

Earlier this year Bruce K. Heald, Volunteer 
Educator at the museum contacted Dave 
Mackay to see if the Society would be 
interested in providing some Large Scale 
models for their use in providing visitors 
with some model trains representing the 
four major railroads with main lines in the 
state of Pennsylvania.  The New York 
Central was one of those railroads. 

In response to this request, Nick Ariemma 
provided a 4-wheel caboose to the 
NYCSHS and Dave Mackay completed the 
caboose and shipped it to the museum. 
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Noel Widdifield donated a USA Trains 
GP-7 lettered for the NYCS and painted in 
black lightning stripe livery to the Society 
and it was shipped to the museum. 

 

We received the following email from 
Bruce, thanking us and the Society for the 
donations. 

 

Dave,  

I just wanted to put in my own special 
word of thanks to you, Nick, Noel, and the 
NYCHS for what you helped make 
possible.   
 
Having both loco and caboose as NYC 
draws serious attention and conversation 
towards the New York Central 
contribution to the economy and culture of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, a 
role seriously overlooked by many of our 
visitors. 

Attached find both the interpretive 
narrative posted with the actuating 
pushbutton and four images, two of the 
train being prepared for service as it 
would appear on the oval and two of the 
oval and setting.  (Caboose looks great! (I 
didn't leave the flag there) 

Bruce K Heald 
Volunteer Educator 
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania 
 

He also sent the following photos: 

 

 

 



NYCSHS Gift to the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania	
	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 73	

 

The photos show the loco and caboose at 
the museum with the last photo showing 
the display area with visitors leaving the 
booth where the display is set up. 

He sent the following photo to us with a 
close up of the caboose with a large-scale 
figure on the caboose. 

 

The following is a handout that is 
provided to the visitors at the museum 
and explains a little about each railroad 
represented. 

 

 

 

 

G Scale Train 
 
Part of the mission of the Railroad 
Museum of Pennsylvania is to preserve 
and teach the history of the railroads of 
the Commonwealth.  In so doing, the 
rolling stock collection as seen here in 
George Hart Hall and in the Restoration 
Yard, which you enter through the door 
at right, represents both major and minor 
railroads of Pennsylvania.  The train on 
the booth above you helps represent the 
four major railroads with main lines in 
the State otherwise not represented in the 
collection. 
 
B&O:  The Baltimore & Ohio was a major 
presence in PA with mainline through 
Philadelphia from metro New York (In 
conjunction with CNJ) to Baltimore and 
Washington in the east before emerging 
from Maryland to cross the southwestern 
part of the state through Pittsburgh and 
on into Ohio and to Chicago (Now CSX).  
A major line extended northeast from the 
Pittsburgh area across western PA to 
Buffalo and Rochester NY (Now part of 
shortlines).  
 
BLE:  The Bessemer & Lake Erie 
originated with Andrew Carnegie, a 
major steel mill owner in Pittsburgh, 
who felt the railroads of Pittsburgh (B&O 
and PRR) considered him a captive 
customer and charged discriminatory 
rates on the massive movements to and 
from his plants and mines and Lake Erie.  
He therefore built (1897) his own railroad 
some 162 miles from the Pittsburgh area 
north across the western part of the state 
to a port on Lake Erie for the movement 



NYCSHS Gift to the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania	
	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 74	

of ore from lake boats to his mills, and 
coal northbound.  That railroad for some 
one hundred years was the BLE 
(Purchased as part of a package of several 
shortlines in 2004 by the Canadian 
National Railroad).  While the road was 
primarily a conveyor belt for ore south 
and coal north, it also was a common 
carrier. 
 
NKP:   The Nickel Plate, also known as 
the New York, Chicago & St. Louis, 
operated some forty miles of its Chicago 
and St. Louis to Buffalo mainline 
through the state along Lake Erie.  NKP 
was famous for its fast freights in 
completion with much larger parallel 
New York Central, and was also known 
to many for its mainline running down 
the middle of 19th Street in the city of 
Erie.  NKP was merged into Norfolk & 
Western and today that mainline is an 
important part of successor Norfolk 
Southern (NS). 
  
NYC:  The New York Central, the prime 
competitor to PRR in the New York to 
Chicago and St. Louis market, had a large 
presence in Pennsylvania.  Its legendary 
multi-track “Water Level Route” 
mainline followed the shore of Lake Erie 
for some forty miles through our State 
and the city of Erie, later Penn Central 
now CSX.  NYC also had considerable 
branchline mileage in the central and 
western part of the State, primarily to 
provide coal for its locomotives.  Most of 
the remaining mileage today belongs to 
shortlines. 
 
Passenger service:  All offered passenger 
service on their mainlines.  B&O and 
NYC right up to the formation of Amtrak 

in 1971 (By then CSX and Penn Central), 
NKP into the 1960s (Norfolk & Western), 
and BLE into the mid-1950s. 
 
Reference: 
The Historical Guide to North American 
Railroads, Drury, Kalmbach, 1985 
Official Railway Guide, 6 1953 
This is just another example of one of the 
many things that the NYCSHS is doing to 
uphold our mission of perpetuating the 
legacy of the New York Central System by 
acquiring and preserving its history, 
traditions, documents, and artifacts; and 
by disseminating accurate information 
and products consistent with good 
stewardship. 

 

 

Locomotive Operating Manuals 

   

Just a couple of the many manuals we have in 
the NYCSHS Archive collection 
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Article by Dennis Regan Photos by Dennis except as noted 

 
Dennis Regan, Bob Keeler, and Chuck Beargie (left to right) at the NYCSHS table.  In the 
foreground are Chuck’s scratch-built HO-scale Jefferson, Ohio section houses and his stand-
in model of the Jefferson depot.  Photo by Steve Smedley. 
 
The New York Central System Historical 
Society (NYCSHS) was once again 
represented at the 13th Annual St Louis 
Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet (St. 
Louis RPM Meet) held on July 26th and 
July 27th, 2019 at the Gateway Convention 
Center in Collinsville, Illinois.  This event 
is co-sponsored by the Gateway Division, 
National Model Railroad Association 
(NMRA).  Bob Keeler, Chuck Beargie and 
Dennis Regan manned the NYCSHS table 
at what is now the nation’s largest annual 

RPM Meet.  There were 610 modelers in 
attendance this year.  The heart of these 
meets is the models - whether finished or 
in-progress, for display, and especially for 
sharing modeling techniques with fellow 
modelers.  Attendees normally bring 4,000 
or more models every year, including 
locomotives, rolling stock, structures, 
vehicles, and dioramas featuring these 
types of models.   The purpose of the RPM 
Meet is to teach, learn, collaborate and 
meet fellow modelers from around the 
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nation (and even from other nations).  
Presentations (or clinics) by nationally 
recognized modelers and railroad 
historians are given each day of the meet.  
Hand picked scale model vendors and 
modular layouts in multiple scales are in-
house.  There were hands-on learning 
stations running all day on days, covering 
track laying, weathering techniques, and 
working with the latest airbrushes and 
paint products.  In addition, there were 
home layout tours and evening social 
events for fellowship.  And the Meet 
always concludes with a door prize raffle 
with tickets included in the price of 
admission.  The prizes are all donated by 
historical societies, manufacturers and 
other vendors.  Some real goodies show 
up on those tables!  This year Bob 
estimated that there were 200 to 300 door 
prizes, so that too should be another good 
reason to induce you to attend a future 
RPM Meet. 
 
There are several photos of models on display 
at the RPM meet.  They are randomly placed 
for your enjoyment. 
 
We particularly enjoy the opportunity to 
meet fellow NYCSHS members who stop 
by the Society table to talk about the New 
York Central and its predecessors in 
general and to discuss certain aspects of 
the NYCS in detail.  We learn a lot about 
the NYCS and its operations over the years 
and across the far reaches of the System.  
To the best of our ability, we answer 
questions about the NYCS to help 
modelers accurately depict the prototype 
and we also field questions about the 
Society itself.  It’s almost like a mini-
convention where we get to swap NYCS 
stories.  And we always encourage visitors 

to document their NYCS stories for us.  
We offer to help them in that process. 
 

O-scale CRI&P club lounge “Pacific Shore.”  
The prototype “Pacific Shore” was originally 
the former NYC 1948 20th Century Ltd. 
“Atlantic Shore.”  This 20th Century mid-train 
feature car had a buffet-lounge-secretary-
barber-telephone-shower interior config-
uration.  CRI&P bought this car from the NYC 
in 1959.  The lounge area of the “Pacific Shore” 
model is fully furnished to include 
antimacassars on seat backs and table lamps 
on side tables.  Model by John Russell of St. 
Charles, Missouri. 

 
Opposite side of O-scale CRI&P club lounge 
“Pacific Shore.”   Model by John Russell of St. 
Charles, Missouri 
 
Chuck had his laptop at the table this year 
and used it to demonstrate several of the 
Society’s digital products and to answer 
questions about the NYCS.  And it goes 
without saying that we “talk up” the 
Society to anyone who happens by the 
table.  We give them a membership 
application, a brief rundown of the 
benefits of Society membership and a 
gratis back-issue copy of “The Headlight.”  
Chuck also displayed his extensive 
background research documentation on 
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Railway’s Franklin Division at Jefferson, 
Ohio.  He showed maps, his scratch-built 
structures, and a stand-in depot model, all 
focused on his planned layout featuring 
NYCS 1920s-1930s operations at Jefferson.  
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Chuck also displayed a selection of 
NYCSHS-developed section structures 
finished in the accurate NYCS paints, all 
available from the Society’s Collinwood 
Shop.  Ed Stoll, an NYCS modeler from 
Texas, visited with Chuck to discuss 
Chuck’s scratch-built handcar house.  
Chuck shared with Ed his construction 
techniques and dimensioned photos of the 
prototype structures. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 693-B boxcar 92018 
showing a July 1941 built date and last 
shopped at West Albany, New York in March 
1949.  Model by Fenton Wells of Pinehurst, 
North Carolina. 
 
Another big draw at the table was Bob 
Keeler’s copy of the official 1954 NYCS 
map.  We found that this map itself 
stimulated a lot of interest from visitors at 
the table in the form of questions and 
personal reminisces of the NYCS.  We 
even had a self-acknowledged “map fan” 
stop by who just loved that type of map.  
So, the map gave us a good number of 
opportunities to talk about the NYCS and 
the Society.  For example, Society member 
John Lockwood from the Indianapolis area 
mentioned that he is an NYCS passenger 
train fan and shared stories of Shriner 
specials, headend cars and especially horse 
cars.  He then told us about transportation 
of racehorses to Churchill Downs in 
Kentucky by rail from Indianapolis and 
the transition to horse movement by 
aircraft.  John also mentioned that he 
really likes the quarterly “NYCentral 
Modeler” digital publication.  Another 

gentleman stopped by from the La Porte, 
Indiana area.  Although not a Society 
member yet, he enjoys books about the 
NYCS.  He told us the former NYCS 
station in La Porte is currently in nice 
shape.  We encouraged him to join the 
Society soon.  Dave Ramos from New 
Jersey stopped by and shared with us 
several photos of his beautiful NYCS High 
Line layout set on the West Side of New 
York City and discussed how the railroad 
operated this line.  Chuck Graham 
originally from Rochester, NY, browsed 
the table and chatted with us about the 
NYCS as he remembered it. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 940-B 86’ 6” auto parts box 
car 67022 with a July 1964 built date.  The 
prototype was built by Greenville Car Co. and 
assigned to Ford service.  Model by Sean 
Steele. 
 
And we get members from other railroad 
historical societies who stop by because 
they have a common interest motivated by 
how their favorite railroad interacted with 
the NYCS.   For instance, Mark Lewis of 
the Gateway Division, NMRA staff paused 
to photograph us at our table.  Bob’s NYCS 
system map soon led Mark to talking 
about memories of the NYCS-ATSF freight 
interchange at Streator, IL. 
 
We were handing out Society membership 
applications regularly throughout the 
meet.  We gave one to Joe Crain, whose 
grandfather was NYCS roundhouse 
foreman at Cairo, Illinois in the last days 
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of steam operations.  Joe intends to share 
with us his “then & now” photos of the 
Cairo depot and roundhouse area as well 
as a vintage photo of “The Egyptian” at 
the depot ready to depart for Chicago. 

 
HO-scale CR (former NYC) Flexi-Flow 
covered hopper 897813 marked as built by ACF 
in July 1964.   Model by Sean Steele. 
 
Don Ford, who grew up within the reach 
of steam locomotive smoke plumes from 
Collinwood Shops, shared some great 
stories with us about the NYCS and train 
watching along the mainline east of 
Collinwood.  He might be willing to 
recount some of these stories in writing in 
“The Headlight.”  We’ll work with him to 
try to make that happen.  Lou Nigro, an 
NYCSHS member from Tennessee who 
joined 1 year ago, stopped by to ask some 
questions about Boston & Albany 
operations and management structure 
after the NYC took over.  We helped him 
with some of his questions and pointed 
him in the right direction to where he 
could get further info.   Then NYCSHS 
member Charlie Sullivan stopped by and 
reminisced about watching Hudsons come 
through Pana, Illinois at high speed and 
about railfanning the NYC and NKP at 
Charleston, Illinois in the late steam era. 
 
Larry Van Houten of the Wabash 
Historical Society asked us to let him 
know of any extant NYCS facilities or 
equipment in the St. Louis vicinity so he 
can pass that information to his society 
members attending their upcoming annual 

meeting in St. Louis.  We helped him with 
what we knew of surviving facilities or 
equipment of any nearby railroad or 
trolley line. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 824-H 40’ 8” 3-bay self-
clearing offset side hopper 904007.  The model 
is stenciled with a built date of July 1952 and 
most recently shopped at Weehawken, New 
Jersey in January 1955.  Model by John Spencer 
of Glen Carbon, IL. 
Taking a break from the stories of all the 
good folks we met, here is some more 
detail on the variety of formal Meet 
activities so you get a better sense of what 
goes on at an RPM Meet.  These meets are 
held in different parts of the U.S. 
throughout the year, so you should 
certainly give them a try and show the 
NYCSHS flag there too.  The Society staff 
will help you get set up for the meet.   

 
HO-scale 1941 Pullman Standard-built NYC 
56-seat coach 2567.  Michael Ferris built this 
model by modifying a Rivarossi coach then 
adding Walthers trucks as well as underbody 
details by Walthers and Train Station 
Products.  American Limited diaphragms and 
Microscale decals complete the model. 
 
At the St. Louis meet this year, a sampling 
of the clinic subjects from Day 1 would 
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probably interest NYCS modelers.  These 
clinics focused on the Sparta, IL GM&O 
interlocker, essential Southern Railway 
freight cars, tools for modelers, freight car 
kitbashing, Chicago Great Western 
operations, passenger car kitbashing, 
passenger train operations and modeling, 
grain elevators and grain handling, Tony 
Koester’s update on his well-known NKP 
layout, and wood grain elevators.  And 
that was just Day 1 of the meet!   

 
HO-scale Pullman Standard-built NYC 6 
double bedroom-buffet-lounge Pullman 10615.  
The prototype of this car was originally 
named “Walton Lake.”  Michael Ferris 
kitbashed this model and included a 
scratchbuilt radio antenna on the roof using 
Detail Associates diesel lift rings for the 
antenna supports. 
 
Now, before you ask, “why should I care 
about a GM&O interlocker?” the answer is 
that information from this clinic regarding 
general principles of interlocking design 
and operation may well carry over to 
modeling NYCS interlockers.  And most 
NYCS layouts probably have at least one 
Southern Railway freight car on their rails.  
The point here is that you can always learn 
something from these clinics applicable to 
your NYCS modeling.  To be honest, it is 
hard to allocate your time most effectively 
to cover the huge number of interesting 
features going on at an RPM meet.  We 
don’t think that you’ll ever be bored! 

 
Looking back on the proceedings, we are 
pleased to report that nobody who 
stopped by the table had anything 
negative to say about the Society.  Instead, 
satisfaction and praise were the universal 
theme.  Kudos to all Society staff and 
volunteers whose hard work and 
dedication earned those compliments! 

 
HO-scale Budd-built NYC 10 roomette-6 
double bedroom Pullman “Peaceful Valley.”  
Model by Michael Ferris. 
 
The NYCSHS was one of 15 railroad 
historical societies participating in the 
meet from across the nation, each with 
tables staffed by society personnel.  These 
societies met as a group by invitation only 
in order to discuss common issues and to 
share lessons-learned about successes, 
challenges met, and plans for the future.  
Chuck represented the NYCSHS in this 
group meeting. 

 
HO-scale NYC class FM coil steel flatcar 
755098.  The model is stenciled with a shop 
date of September 1967, late in the existence of 
the NYC.  Model by Peter Thayer of Vail, 
Colorado. 
 
Chuck also gets the credit for stopping a 
random passer-by to ask him to take our 



13th Annual St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 80	

photo at the NYCSHS table.  The guy who 
he happened to ask turned out to be Steve 
Smedley, a professional photographer 
with many credits in “Trains” magazine!  
So the picture of your erstwhile reps, 
which, accompanies this report, is top-
notch.  Speaking of pictures, following this 
report, you’ll see our photos of the NYCS 
models on display.  Our objective was to 
record NYCS subjects, whether in NYCS 
markings, in the markings of successor 
railroads, in the markings of another 
railroad, which may have purchased 
former NYCS equipment for their 
subsequent use.   

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 962-B 86’ 6” auto parts box 
car 67270 stenciled as new in June 1967.  The 
prototype was built by Greenville Car Co. and 
assigned to Ford service. Model by Peter 
Thayer of Vail, Colorado. 

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 962-B 86’ 6” auto parts 
boxcar 67207, sister car to 67270 shown 
previously.  Appropriately enough for this St. 
Louis RPM Meet, the foreground prototype 
photo shows another Lot 962-B car in the 
TRRA yard adjacent to St. Louis Union 
Station.  Model by Peter Thayer of Vail, 
Colorado. 
 
Dennis gratefully acknowledges the Canada 
Southern website for valuable assistance with 

NYCS freight car lot numbers used in the 
photo captions. 

 

NYCSHS 2020 Membership Ads 
Have you seen them? 

 
2020 Railroad Model Craftsman magazine Ad 

 
2020 TCA magazine Ad  
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We introduced this feature in the 
NYCentral Modeler to showcase some of 
our NYCSHS members modeling. We are 
requesting that you send us some photos 
of your models with a short caption.  We 
will showcase these models in each new 
edition. Send photos to: 
 NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
Stan Madyda’s Model 

This model started out with a Red 
Caboose NYC 42’ fish belly flatcar kit and 
the tractor load from Sunshine Models. He 
first painted the deck of the flat car with 
inexpensive craft store gray paint. Then he 
dry brushed various earth colors.  Using 
mostly Americana brand paints, Desert 
Sand, Raw Umber, Mississippi Mud, Light 
Cinnamon and Russet, he was able to get 
the desired look.   For the rust on the side 
of the car, he dry brushed Americana Raw 
Siena. 

The flatcar load is a resin kit produced by 
Sunshine Models many years ago.  He 
built the tractors according to the 
directions, painting as he went along.  The 
Farmall tractors were painted with a 
Floquil Soo Line Red and it was not an 
exact match, but seemed close enough.  

The red was airbrushed while the other 
colors were brush painted.  Decals came 
with the kit. The tractors were glued to the 
flat car and he used the chocks supplied 
with the kit and heavy thread to give it a 
more realistic look. 
 
The kits were built for and photographed 
on John Stamatov’s Muscoot Valley 
Railroad.  You can still find the kits at 
train shows and on EBay, although the 
Sunshine kit is the rarer of the two.  
Walthers has ready-to-run tractors that 
would make a good substitute. 
 
Noel’s Latest Model 

 

This is a large-scale (1/29) model of the 
M-497 that NYCSHS member, Don 
Wetzel, set a world land speed record in 
while assistant director of technical 
research at NYCS.  The pod on the front 
top of the RDC contains two GE J-47 jet 
engines.   

They came as surplus from a Convair B-36 
H bomber that was in storage at Davis-
Monthan AFB. 

Noel acquired this model from former 
NYCSHS director, Bill Straussner, and it 
was delivered to Noel at this year’s 
NYCSH convention. 

It was custom built for Bill a few years ago 
and it is in great condition, runs great and 
is sound equipped.   
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Seth Lakin’s Latest 

 

This is the shortened depot, bashed by 
Seth from The N-Scale Architect HO-scale 
version of the kit. The metal roof ridge 
seams and the hanging station signs still 
need to be done but it’s pretty much done. 
He is now onto building a diorama to 
show it off. It was ready for the NYCSHS 
Mini in Cleveland in September where 
Seth gave a presentation on kit-bashing 
the model.  
 
Larry Faulkner’s CD Tower 

 

Larry’s model of CD Tower that 
controlled the northern entrance to the 
busy Harmon station complex and the 
southern end of Croton West and Croton 
East yards. Model was built from scratch. 
Repainting of the doors and windows and 
other minor refinements forthcoming. 
 

 

Rich Stoving’s Models 

 

 
The house is a model of the former 
Livingston Family mansion that still 
stands between the Hudson River and the 
former Hudson Division just west of 
Manitou, New York, and the overpass is a 
model of the bridge that still spans the 
tracks to reach the house. Models by 
Rich’s son, Paul and the photos are by 
Rich. 
We spend an inordinate amount of time 
trying to get our members to share their 
modeling with us.  We cannot continue to 
publish the magazine without your help.  
You take the time to read it, how about 
contributing to it. This column was an 
attempt to make it easier to share photos 
rather than writing articles, but we have 
gotten very few photos. 
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Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 

Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 

Number of Calendars Purchased___________________________ 

Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 

Make all checks or money orders out to  NYCSHS 

Calendars are $16.00 each.  Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio 
Sales Tax or $1.28 per calendar.  (US currency only.) 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

2020 Calendar Order 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 

Lockport, IL 60441-4734 

NEW YORK CENTRAL 2020

New York Central System Historical Society 
2020 Calendar Order Form 
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Steve Lasher and Russ  Weis Tell Us About “Piglet” 

 
In the next issue we will see how Steve performed magic on a Stewart Models’ Baldwin RS-12 and 
explains why they call the loco a “piglet’ 

 
Jeff English Provides All We Need to Know on Rutland “Vans” 

 
Jeff shares some detailed information about the cabooses that ran on the Rutland Railroad and their 
similarities to the NYC cabooses.  He also provides some photos of Rutland van models from some 
of his friends. 
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Seth Lakin returns with Part 2 of NYC’s former MC&CS Waycars 

 
These are photos of a collection of some of Seth’s many models of NYC cabooses.  In this second part 
of the article he models 32’6” waycars and provides the details of how he does the modeling. 

 
David Howarth shows off his Liberty Ship and explains 

how he constructs some of his turnouts for his layout. 

 
David’s model of a Blue Funnel Line ship converted from a US Liberty Ship will occupy a prime 
place on his layout docked at the Weehawken pier. Model built by Russell French, a professional 
model ship builder.  
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We are taking 2020 memberships now!!! 

Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships 
in the NYCSHS. 

Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 
You find them all. 

Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 
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Some of the wonderful excerpts from the New York Central Lines Magazine DVD  
 

 
     These clips from the New York Central Lines Magazine take us back to a time when life was 
simple and trains provided the excitement found today on social media. 
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New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The 
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time.  The NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of 
the issues of the magazine.  It was published from 1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during 
the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922.  Look for it in the Collinwood Shop www.NYCSHS.net 



2019 NYCSHS Convention T-Shirt 	
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Order Your NYCSHS 2019 Convention T-Shirt Today  

 

Again this year we worked with Daylight Sales to develop a unique t-shirt for the 
convention. The shirt features a NYCS Cigar Band logo on the left front and a graphic 
depicting the Buffalo Central Terminal on the back.  These shirts come in short and long 
sleeves in sizes M, L, XL, XXL, and XXXL.  The long sleeve shirts also come with and 
without pockets. 

All shirts reduced to $15.00.  They were shipped to the 
wrong address so they didn’t make it to the convention.   

We have some left and the price is greatly reduced. 
 Shipping will be added.  Ohio residents will pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Shirt pricing:  Short sleeve M, L, XL, XXL & XXXL NYCSHS Members $15.00 

   Long sleeve M, L, XL, XXL & XXXL NYCSHS Members $15.00 

   Long sleeve with pockets M, L, XL, XXL & XXXL NYCSHS Members $15.00 

To order in the Collinwood Shop: http://www.nycshs.net/Convention-
Registration_c_23.html 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                         

These poster ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. The one on the 
left illustrates the comfort of taking the train.  The one on the right talks about the eminities found 

on the NYC passenger trains of that era. Wonderful years for the railroading public. 

 

Baldwin was one of the producers of NYC locomotives and this is one of the DES20, # 9326.  In the 
NYCSHS DVD NYC Diesel Locomotive Images – Baldwin Switchers there are many photos of the 
Baldwin diesels.  Be sure to look at the ad on page 70 for more info. It is just one of the many deisel 
locomotives covered in one of our available DVDs – “Steam Locomotives of the New York Central 
Lines, Vol 1& 2” on DVD and available in the Collinwood Shop. 
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NYCSHS 2020 Convention 

50 Year Anniversary of the NYCSCHS 

May 14 – May 17, 2020 

Cleveland, OH - Holiday Inn, Cleveland South 

  
The upcoming 2020 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH. The poster pictured reminds 
us that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention.  This one promises to 
provide exciting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts.  The 2019 
convention was a huge success and this upcoming one promises to provide lots of excitement too. We 
are returning to our roots in Cleveland for the 50th Anniversary Convention. More details coming 
soon. 

For Details Go To: https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/	

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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HO-Scale	LS&MS	Station	Kit	
NYCSHS	Exclusive		

 
The N-Scale architect is offering a large, laser-cut HO model that includes the roof dormers, 
operator’s bay, and walls with decorative brick and stone courses. The stonework is a 
separate custom casting while the brick courses are laser-cut into the sides.  The resulting 3D 
walls will readily accept washes for brick color, mortar lines and weathering. 
 
The largest four-bay HO structure scales to 15.4 x 4 inches on your layout.  The smaller two-
bay building scales to 10 x 3 inches.  Add space for trackside platforms AND ROOF 
OVERHANG during your planning.  We suggest about 3+ inches on each side. 
Two Bay:  Angola, NY; Bellevue, OH; Delta, OH; Jonesville, MI; Lenawee Jct., MI; 
Mishawaka, IN; Mentor, OH; North East, PA; Sturgis, MI; Stryker, OH; Wauseon, OH; White 
Pigeon, MI. Three Bay:  Tipton, IN. Four Bay:  Ashtabula, OH (hybrid); Conneaut, OH; 
Franklin, OH; Geneva, OH; Hammond, IN (hybrid); Indiana Harbor, IN; Lafayette, IN; 
Ogdensburg, NY (hybrid); Sandusky, OH. 
 
MSRP $161.00. NYCSHS Members $138.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. Exclusive NYCSHS Structure Model 
From N-Scale Architect in HO-Scale.  Shipping and Ohio state tax for Ohio Residents Will be Added With Final 
Payment 

The kits are still for sale in the Collinwood Shop!! Only a very limited 
quantity still available.  Order now!!! 

http://www.nycshs.net/The-N-Scale-Architect-HO-Scale-Models_c_121.html 
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits 
 
(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)                (Lot	732	Pacemaker)	
	

 

 
 
The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. 
The 50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 
19000 series caboose they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of 
the body. In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment 
and were painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service. 
 
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less 
trucks but Westerfields Models has the correct trucks.   Offered here in the store at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html.   The 
kits come with the decals for the appropriate caboose. 
 
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
	

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html	
	

Watch for the Second of a Two-Part Series on 
NYCS Cabooses by Seth Lakin in the Next Two 

Editions of NYCentral Modeler 
“New York Central’s former Michigan Central and Canada Southern Waycars 

Part 2 Modeling 32’6” Waycars, NYC 17848 – 17929 and 17981 - 17990” 
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AMB	N-Scale	NYCS	19000	Wood	Caboose	Kit	

  
Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end 
walls, and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim 
assembly; laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window 
glazing, truss rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke 
jack; custom decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide 
information on painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included. 

 
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html  
	

Central	Headlight	DVD	1970	–	2017	 

 
The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in  

any web browser.  The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members. 
Free Shipping. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html 
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC 

 
Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted 
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to 
P&LE 9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not 
only to the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These 
books are full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, 
builder’s construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases 
ultimate disposition. 
 
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years.  All of our copies of these books have 
been sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so.  This softcopy version has 
been made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS 
resource.  If you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you. 

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95  
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and 
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the 

same for members and non-members. 
 

Free shipping.   Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
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Accurail	HO-Scale	CCC&StL	&	LS&MS	36’	Wood	Sheathed	
Boxcars	

Comes with Steel roof, steel ends and fishbelly underframe.  

 
 

Comes with wood ends and fishbelly underframe. 
 

MSRP $18.98 each. NYCSHS members price $15.18 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 

 

NYCS Lexi Rollball Pen with Stylus 

 
Non-members price is $12.50. NYCSHS Members Price $9.99 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members.  http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Memorabilia_c_154.html  
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NYCSHS Backpack or Shoulder Bag	

													 	
The deluxe backpack has three roomy zippered interior compartments, two outside mesh pockets, 
padded shoulder straps for comfortable weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying, 
and adjustable straps and buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.   

The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four 
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap 
closures. 

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html  

 
New York Central Systems Plaques 

	

	 	 	 	

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of 
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New 
York Central and its subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad 
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos, but are crafted from wood and 
painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being used to decorate the conference room in 
the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html	
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Colorful NYC Mohawk and E-8 Three-Dimensional Art 
	

    
 

These 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted 
in accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive 
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional 
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.  

Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives. 
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and 
have working lights.  Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia 
room. They are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being 
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  

 They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at 
15% below retail for NYCSHS members. 

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00  NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25 
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.  
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood 
Side Caboose Kits (HO-Scale) 

   

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola 
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into 
the 1960s.   
 
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included 
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish. 
 
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 
each plus shipping and handling costs.  Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html 

HO-Scale Michigan Central Tower Kit  
(Expression of Interest) 

 
We are looking into having this MCRR station produced in HO-scale by The N-Scale Architect 
who produced our NYC tower kit a couple of years ago.  It will be a wood laser cut kit. The kits 
would be un-assembled and would be painted by the modeler.  
 
We need to order 100 and if you are interested, send an email to: mackdave@optimum.net   
 
Details at: http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-Structures_c_139.html 
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD 
 

 

The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until 
the final edition in October 1932.  It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers 
and employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the 
railroad workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the 
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.  You will also find hundreds of 
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that 
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. 

This DVD contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was 
reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research 
is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCSHS 
archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company and for the NYC 
employees. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD 

  

The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication 
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS.  It is published quarterly and represents some very 
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years 
the quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved. 

This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in 
many of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the 
editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from 
scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research is very 
easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCentral Modeler staff.  These past editions are no long available for download from our 
website. 

Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018.  It 
contains many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by 
both NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS. 

The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images 

 
These	 CDs	 contains	 a	 collection	 of	 photographs	 from	 the	 NYCSHS	 archives.		 They	
provide	a	 small	number	of	 the	 several	 thousand	photos	 that	have	been	 scanned	by	
NYCSHS	 Archive	 volunteers	 over	 many	 years.		 The	 majority	 of	 archive	 photo	
collection	comes	from	the	many	photos	saved	when	the	NYCS	merged	to	become	the	
Penn	 Central	 Railroad.		 Additional	 photos	 came	 from	 individual	 donors	 of	 their	
collections	to	the	NYCSHS.	
	
These	CDs	provide	excellent	photographs	for	pleasant	viewing	or	provide	details	for	
modeling	of	these	locomotives.	
	
We	have	several	more	being	assembled	and	they	will	soon	be	added	to	the	collection	
of	 available	 CDs	 containing	 locomotive	 images.	 	 Right	 now	 we	 are	 working	 on	
Hudsons,	Niagaras,	0-8-0s,	Fairbanks	Morse	road	engines	and	switchers.	

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30  

and that is 30% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

More Locomotive Photo Collection CDs coming soon. 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Over 35,000 NYCS Photos and Tens of Thousands of ValMaps are 
Available Online Now 

These are all Available for Research or Purchase 
and are Easily Accessible. 

Take a few minutes to browse the photos and/or 
ValMaps available by following the instructions 
below.  Don't miss out on this valuable resource. 

 

To simply view the photo or Val Map  
 

offerings from the NYCSHS, just go to the website 
 

and enjoy.	
	

Click	Here	to	View	Photo/ValMap	Website 
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 

 

(NYC's Harlem Division)   

 
The Story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when New York City 
authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island that evolved into a 
major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with the City. 
 
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central’s Harlem Division, but a 
photographic look at the history of this railroad that was the driving force in developing the regions 
of New York State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Massachusetts. 
 
Several noted photographers and railroad historians have opened their collections to us and they are 
the major source of the nearly 600 photographs, maps and timetables that lie between the covers of 
this publication. These folks have literally saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad 
and we are proud to present their work within. 

 
MSRP $64.95  NYCSHS Members' Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP! 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html 

From Gotham to The Berkshires
New York Central’s Harlem Division 

WITH

Classic Photos Along “The Old Put”

by John M. Ham
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 
New York Central’s Harlem Division                                         

   The story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when 
New York City authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Man-
hattan Island. Over the decades this evolved into a major commuter railroad con-
necting New York State’s upstate communities with the City.
   This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central System’s
Harlem Division. Rather it is a photographic look at the history of this railroad that 
was the driving force in developing the region along the eastern border of New York 
State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Western Massachusetts.
   Several noted photographers as well as railroad historians have opened their 
collections to us. They are the major source of the nearly 600 images, maps, and  
timetables that lie between the covers of this publication. These folks have literally 
saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad. We are proud to present 
their work within these pages.      

Stony Clove & Catskill Mountain Press
P.O. Box 383  -  Hunter, New York  -  12442 $64.95

Cover Template.indd   1 5/30/2019   1:04:37 PM



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 105	

 
NYCSHS Announces Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC 

Videos 
Brand New!!!!! 

                     
Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1  - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2 

 

                
Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3 

 

All of these videos are priced the same. 

This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing 
much of the history of our favorite railroad.  Many hours of enjoyment available at the 

members’ price of 20% off MSRP.   

The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP. 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version 

MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 

Books, Books, Books 

 

	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html	



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 107	

Alexander	Scale	HO-Scale	NYC	100-	Ton	Fairbanks	Coaling	Station 
 

 
This kit is made with laser cut wood and card stock parts and metal castings. The footprint of the model is 7" wide, 3" deep, and 8 1/5" 
tall.  Prototype was built for the Michigan Central Railroad in 1918 and stood in the yards at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

 
MSRP $63.00 NYCSHS Members Price $50.40 and that is 20% off MSRP.   

 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-Structures_c_139.html 

 
 

Atlas	HO-Scale	Plate	Girder	Bridge	w/Code	100	Track 

 
 
Railroads once considered bridges as locations to fly the company flag, so many painted them with logos and billboard advertising. These plate-
girder bridges are based on those used across the continent and each comes decorated with period railroad graphics. The layout-ready models 
also feature nickel-silver Code 100 rail. Silver & Black. 
 

MSRP $17.95 NYCSHS Members Price $14.36 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
 

Shipping is extra and Ohio  
 

residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-Structures_c_139.html 
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Rapido	HO-Scale	NYC	or	TH&B	USRA	40'	Double-Sheathed	Wood	
Boxcars	

	

 

 

 
During	 World	 War	 I	 the	 US	 railroads	 were	 struggling	 to	 keep	 up	 with	 wartime	 traffic,	 in	 part	 because	 of	 a	
shortage	 of	 serviceable	 freight	 cars.	 In	 an	 attempt	 to	 solve	 this	 problem,	 President	 Wilson	 nationalized	 the	
railroads	under	the	United	States	Railway	Administration,	or	USRA.	One	of	the	first	tasks	assigned	to	the	USRA	
was	to	develop	common	designs	for	new	freight	cars.	Among	these	was	a	40'	double-sheathed	wood	boxcar	with	
a	fishbelly	steel	underframe.	Starting	in	1918,	nearly	25,000	copies	of	the	double-sheathed	boxcar	were	built	and	
delivered	 to	 24	 railroads	 throughout	 the	 country.	 The	 cars	 were	 well	 received,	 and	 many	 cars	 continued	 in	
regular	service	into	the	1950s	with	many	updated	to	the	newer	AB-brake	system.	Our	models	feature	either	K	or	
AB	brakes	as	appropriate	to	each	paint	scheme.		

MSRP	$49.95	NYCSHS	Members	Price	$39.96	and	that	is	20%	off	MSRP.		Shipping	is	extra	and	Ohio		

Residents	must	pay	8%	Ohio	sales	tax.	

http://www.nycshs.net/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html	
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Lightning Stripe Gray or Black) 

   
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Hats (Front & Back) 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Beer Stein 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary MTH HO-Scale Pacemaker 50th Anniversary Boxcar 

 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 
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NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Year Offerings (Continued) 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary Polo Shirt 

 

 
NYCSHS 50th Anniversary 2020 Calendar 

 
All this and more in the Collinwood Shop 50th Anniversary Items 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-50th-Anniversary-Celebration-_c_196.html 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2019 111	

NYCentral Modeler Final Thoughts 

As we begin the membership renewal season for the NYCSHS, I am reminded of the important contribution to the 
preservation of the NYCS, that our hobby of modeling the NYCS makes to that preservation.  We modelers provide the 
only place that people can still see the NYCS in action.  Our layouts and collections provide a window into the NYCS 
that cannot be found in the real world. We preserve the memory of the railroad with our miniature recreations of the 
NYC and all of it subsidiaries.  

Of course, we still have the photos, maps, books, pamphlets, timetables, lanterns, and other material used by the NYCS 
over the years.  These not only help preserve the memory of the NYCS but also provide us modelers with prototypical 
material to aid in modeling. Our wonderful Headquarters with the archive is a great resource for all of us.   

All of the railroad historical societies are facing aging of their members, difficulty of attracting younger people who 
have never seen the real railroad the societies represent, declining income from membership dues, lack of adequate 
numbers of volunteers, and higher costs of facilities, utilities, supplies and shipping.   All of these challenges require 
focus by the board, volunteers, and members to avoid financial difficulties for the society. 

This year we have produced two major books that have been written and donated to the NYCSHS.  These have 
resulted in major incomes to the Society and have added greatly to the material about the NYCS. A special thanks is in 
order for Tom Gerbracht and John Taibi for contributing these two excellent books. 

As I write this we are in the final preparations for our second NYCSHS Modelers’ Mini and have several members 
signed up to attend.  It should be a great experience for those of us presenting and preparing and for those who will 
attend.  We hope to add one of two other of these throughout 2020. They are a wonderful event for those who want to 
expand their NYCS modeling experience and the presentations cover both prototype NYCS and NYCS modeling. Two 
more are in the planning stages with one potentially in the Albany, NY area and the next in the around Chicago area.  
Look for more info on these in upcoming MailChimp emails, the NYCSHS website and the next issue of the NYCentral 
Modeler. Start planning to attend one or more of these fun and NYCS educational events. 

We have just completed an important and needed fund raising campaign, called the Empire State Express Fund. It was 
to raise funds for ongoing archive activities and will replenish the funds we have spent on the archives over the past 
several years. Our archive volunteers have preserved an enormous amount of NYC material and produced many 
products and services making the material available to members and the public. The work must continue as we receive 
more and more NYC material from other institutions and individuals. A major portion of the funds raised by this 
campaign will be used to finish the upgrade of our IT system at Headquarters and provide an offsite backup for 
preserving everything we currently have in our digital archive. We exceed the goal set for the fund thanks to the 
generous donations we received from many of our members. If you haven’t already given to this important fund, 
please consider a donation today. 

As I reminded you in the last edition, all of the exciting NYCSHS things that are happening can only happen if we have 
enough volunteers to make them happen.  We have a core group of archive volunteers, the modeling committee 
members, the volunteer staffs of the Central Headlight and NYCentral Modeler staffs, the Collinwood Shop director, the 
NYCSHS shipping agent and the NYCSHS directors.  We have recently added a few more volunteers who will replace 
some of our long-time ones who have moved away. But we need more help if we are to continue to provide the events, 
educational material, preservation, and services we continue to expand.  We especially need some more volunteers 
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with the ability to use some of the modern computer applications in databases, Adobe products, and website 
development and maintenance.  Of course, we can always use more help with the more mundane tasks like scanning, 
date recording and organizing material. Give some thought to volunteering to help us out.  Send an email to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net to let us know you want to be a more active part of this exciting organization. 

And as I explain in each edition, we also need your photos and articles.  We can only publish what you provide to us. 
We get very positive feedback about the NYCentral Modeler each edition, so we must be doing a good job, but we 
cannot publish what we don’t have from you.  There is so much fine NYCS modeling being done but it isn’t being 
shared with the rest of us if you don’t send us those articles and photos. 

Please take a few minutes to consider doing an article for us.  We will help you with doing it.  We have material that 
will help you along.  In an earlier issue, I wrote an article about how to write an article.  Take a look at that article 
(1stQtr 2017) and contact us about sharing your modeling with all of us. Our send me an email and I will forward you 
a copy of that article. All of our editions from 2011 through 2018 are now available on the NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018 
DVD for sale in the Collinwood Shop.  Be sure to purchase a copy so that you have all of those. 

We need you to help us continue the work of the Society by volunteering to join us in the work of the Society. Now is 
the time to get up from the couch and tell us you are willing to be part of the future of the Society. Send me an email or 
give me a call and join the fun and excitement that is the NYCSHS. 

Of course we are very interested in your thoughts on this and you can always send me an email with those thoughts or 
climb aboard as a volunteer to NYCBigFour@verizon.net or 703-407-3059     

Thanks, Noel                                                               

 

The photo is one of the 
thousands of photos 
available in our NYCSHS 
Photo and Val Map 
Website.  If you haven’t 
checked it out do it now 
and browse through all of 
the photos we have 
digitized over the last few 
years. 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Modeling Committee.  We could 
use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the website 
and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some strong IT 
knowledge to help with the Headquarters’ IT upgrades. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we continue in the summer modeling season, the NYCHS would 
very much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will 
be released in the 1st Qtr. 2020 edition.  You should still be doing a little 
with your layout or modeling during these fall months. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by Nov 15, 2019.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part. 

  
 
 
 

 

Preview Of 1st 

Quarter 2020 issue 
 

Jeff English shares an article about 
Rutland cabooses  & the NYC. 

And 

Bob Shaw continues his feature, 
“NYCS O-Gauge Model Railroading” 

in the January 1, 2020 edition.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 

photos for the 1st Qtr. 
2020 edition.  Let us see 

your handiwork. 

Seth Lakin’s second in the 2-
part series on MC & CS 
cabooses in the next issue. 




