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OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   oo ff   TThhiiss   IIssssuuee  

  
Bob Chapman provides us with A NYCS Day 
at Cincinnati Union Terminal.   Page 36                                                 

  
NNYYCCSSHHSS  MMeemmbbeerrss  MMooddeellss  

  
  Mike Fisher shared his modeling in an earlier 
edition of the NYCentral Modeler and now provides 
a Hudson and Mikado from BLI .  These were booth 
painted and lettered by Mike. Page 93                                               
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NYCentral Modeler 
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad 
in all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective of the publication is to help members improve their ability to 
model the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an 
article for us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Table of Contents 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

NYCS SM Tower in  
HO-Scale 
By Ed Enyedy 
 

    

 
CCC&StL 1895 Flat Car 
By Kyle Coble              

   Hugh’s NYCS 
   Freight Car Models  
   From the Past 
   By Hugh Guillaume   
 

 
Saving a Lionel 2035 from 
The Scrap Yard 
By Bob Shaw 

From the Cab             5 
Extra Board                8 
What’s New              13 
NYCSHS RPO          23 
NYCSHS Models     92 
Observation Car       94 

1:87 Scale Model of 
Otis, IN Passenger 
Station          By Rev. 
Roland F. Walters  46 

77 

36 

71 

59 

A NYCS Day at 
Cincinnati  
Union Terminal 

   

52 

Of Smoke, Mirrors and  
Some Bargain Basement  
Boxes  By Rich Stoving 

    86 



      

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 3 

New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The vision of 
the NYCSHS is to be the 
preferred source of information 
and products related to the New 
York Central System. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent 
with good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the 
preservation of New York Central 
railroad history with informative 
speakers, presentations, and tours. 
The Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. Member-
ship is open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership/ 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, J. Epperson, J. 
P. Burgess, T.R. Gerbracht, 
S.H. Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Staplin, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor:  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Staplin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 300 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
3,200 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and 
O-scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last four years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Well, it’s summertime and there is probably not a lot of modeling going on right now, but 
that doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy our hobby.  As most of you may recall, I’m in the midst of 
building a new home in Kentucky, having relocated from New Jersey.  To that end, I now 
have a much larger, climate-controlled basement in which to create the next River Division 
of the New York Central.  I’m not changing my time period, so all the rolling stock and 
structures are awaiting re-use, but most of the previous layout is gone. I saved a few well-
detailed areas that had straight trackage running through them. The curves and switches 
went the way of all good things.  They were a difficult compromise that I made at the time. 
I don’t have to compromise so much now.  Backing six-wheel heavyweight passenger cars 
through multiple number four crossovers needs to be avoided at all costs! 

My current railroading is confined to books and photos to fire up my imagination.  I have a 
lot more space to fill and I need to do it in a way that allows me to enjoy the layout as I 
wish to.  

Having visited Rich Stoving’s layout and seeing how he set it up for his enjoyment of 
watching mainline trains go by, I have a few decisions to make.  Do I go for continuous 
operation? Or do I allow for timetable operation, with about eight different trains to 
operate? What about the daily local that worked the sidings? These are things to think 
about before I start to build again.  That’s what is nice about summer, I can think on these 
empire building problems without the guilt of not actually constructing anything.   

This is the time to consider what your empire should be, and make the plans to do it when 
winter returns and drives us back inside. 

 

 
We have created a magnificent Archive and the Fund is Growing to Allow Us to 

Continue the Job! 
 

To Contribute: Send your checks to: 

NYCSHS Treasurer  
P.O. Box 328 

Shady Side, MD 20764   

Or log in and contribute in the Collinwood Shop:  www.NYCSHS.net 

Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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I continue to be amazed about all of the NYCS 
modeling that takes place in our organization.  My visit 
to Mike Leonard’s wonderful NYC garden railroad got 
me to thinking about all the ways we model the NYCS. 
 
My good friends, Manuel Duran-Duran and Larry 
Faulkner, push the envelope with the new technologies 
available today in the hobby. Bob Shaw’s O-Gauge 
modeling continues the tradition from the past in the 
hobby.  Kyle Coble combines the high tech available 
today with his modeling in the late 1800s and early 
1900s.  Director, Dick Barrett, has an unbelievable 
collection of O models on display. 
 
NYCS model railroading is a diverse and fun hobby 
and there are so many ways we enjoy it. How about 
you?  We would love to hear how you enjoy NYCS 
model railroading. 
 
Send us an email today and tell us you will share your 
modeling with us. You can also call me at 703-407-3059 
to find out more or to express interest.  We hope to hear 
from you. 
 
Check out our website to see some of the volunteer 
opportunities to help us.  We critically need some 
additional volunteers to keep the Society rolling along. 
If you want to help, just send us an email or make a call 
to volunteer. NYCSHS@verizon.net  - 703-407-3059. 
 
Website Opportunity List – 
https://nycshs.org/volunteer-opportunities/ 
 
If you like what we do, or have suggestions, send me 
your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  
NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
 
Thanks, Noel 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose 
of providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –
- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales, 
but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used 
for articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  
Statements and opinions made are those of the 
authors and don’t necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-Society-
302109173240295/ 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book 

Know Thy Early Mohawks 
By Tom Gerbracht 

 

• Detailed history of NYC Early 
Mohawks (1916 - 1930) from official 
Railroad Record Cards and official 
NYC drawings 

• Over 250 pages and 200 photographs, 
many previously unpublished, data, 
drawings and a 32-page color section 

• Written by Tom Gerbracht, NYCSHS 
director and former president 

• Hard cover with complete Early 
Mohawks' history 

• Limited publication run 
• Very limited quantity of numbered and 

signed copies available as a separate 
store item 

This	 hard	 cover	 book	 completely	
documents	 the	 New	 York	 Central’s	 early	
Mohawks,	built	in	the	period	1916	through	

1930.	 	 The	 early	 Mohawks	 became	 the	
standard	freight	hauler	on	the	railroad	and	
lasted	 into	 1957,	 the	 very	 end	 of	 the	
railroad’s	 steam	 operations.	 	 The	Mohawk	
type	 locomotive	 was	 the	 third	 type	 of	 the	
famous	 New	 York	 Central	 steam	
triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	 Hudsons,	
Mohawks,	and	Niagaras.		The	large	quantity	
of	 600	 Mohawks	 operated	 by	 the	 Central,	
and	 their	 long	 service	 life,	 requires	 two	
books	 to	 adequately	 describe	 and	
document	the	Mohawk	type.		The	final	book	
describing	 the	 triumvirate,	 consisting	 of	
“late”	Mohawks,	 is	 on	 schedule	 for	 release	
in	2020.	

Know	 Thy	 Early	 Mohawks	 describes	 the	
original	 landmark	 design	 and	 its	 evolution	
through	the	L-2D	class	of	1930.		The	design	
is	 compared	 with	 predecessor	 freight	
locomotives	 used	 by	 the	 Central	 and	
contemporary	 Mountain	 types	 used	 by	
other	 major	 railroads.	 	 The	 book	 contains	
over	200	high	quality	photographic	images,	
many	 previously	 unpublished,	 and	 data,	
drawings,	 and	 documentation	 from	 the	
official	 New	 York	 Central	 files	 that	will	 be	
useful	 to	 modelers	 and	 historians.	 	 A	 32-
page	color	section	is	included.	

Expected Delivery by Christmas 2019 

MSRP  $79.95 NYCSHS Members $63.96  

Shipping is $10.00 for US buyers and 
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 
 
Non-US buyers pay actual shipping 
costs 
 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net
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ORDER FORM     Know Thy Early Mohawks 

 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

  

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

 

Phone Number or Email address(Required)_____________________________________________ 

  

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax.  

 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Know Thy Early Mohawks  
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 
 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS   Non-Member        Shipping & Handling               Ohio 
Member   Price         Cost                        Sales Tax 
$63.95    $79.95         $10.00                               8% 

 Non-Us Buyers will pay actual shipping costs.  They will be calculated in the Collinwood Shop.  

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $10.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio Sales 

Tax    Non-US Buyers must pay actual shipping costs. For mail in orders send email to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net for shipping cost. 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net	
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BBoobb  CChhaappmmaann  ––  AA  NNYYCCSS  DDaayy  aatt   CCiinncc iinnnnaatt ii   UUnniioonn  TTeerrmmiinnaall                                       Page 36  

  
 
 
On the prototype, Bob achieved his lifelong dream as a licensed steam locomotive engineer, 
running for ten years on Michigan’s narrow gauge Huckleberry Railroad followed by Iowa’s 
Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad.  
    
Bob attended University of Cincinnati and Stanford University, and enjoyed a 34-year career 
with Dow Corning in Midland, Michigan in finance, product development, business 
management, and as Chief Information Officer. He and Barb currently reside in Highlands 
Ranch, Colorado.     
 
RReevv..  RRoonnaalldd  WWaall tt eerrss  ––  11::8877  SSccaall ee   MMooddee ll   oo ff   tthhee  OOtt ii ss  IInnddiiaannaa  SSttaatt ii oonn    Page 46  

  
  
  
He models in HO scale. He has been a Franciscan for 44 years and a priest for 40 years. He is 
currently retired and lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

  
HHuugghh  GGuuii ll llaauummee  ––  HHuugghh’’ss  NNYYCCSS  FFrree iigghhtt   CCaarr  MMooddee ll ss  FFrroomm  tthhee  PPaasstt       Page 59  

  
  
  

Bob Chapman is a lifelong model railroader, currently modeling in HO his 
hometown Cincinnati with its seven fallen flags – B&O, C&O, L&N, NYC, 
N&W, PRR, and SR. He enjoys writing about the hobby, with over 80 
published articles in Model Railroader, Railroad Model Craftsman, Mainline 
Modeler, and several historical societies, along with co-authoring the book 
L&N Passenger Trains.	

Ronald Walters is a Roman Catholic priest and a member of the Franciscan 
Order of priests and brothers. He is 68 years old and has been modeling since 
1983. He received his first train set in O-gauge for Christmas at the age of 4. 
He was a member of the Albuquerque Society of HO Module Engineers 
(A.S.H.O.M.E.), the Colorado Rail Link modular club in Denver Colorado, the 
Porter County Model Railroad Club in Valparaiso, Indiana and is currently a 
member of the San Antonio Model Railroad Club in San Antonio, Texas.  

Hugh	was	born	January	1942	and	as	a	child,	teen,	and	college	student	lived	in	
Angola,	 Derby,	 and	 Eden,	 NY.	 	 His	 first	 exposure	 to	 the	 NYC	 was	 being	
wheeled	 in	 a	 baby	 buggy	 by	 his	 father	 from	 his	 grandmother’s	 house	 in	
Angola,	down	Main	Street	 to	 the	 grade	 crossing	 of	 the	NYC	 four-track	main	
(Lake	Shore	&	Michigan	Southern).	

He	prefers	steam	locomotives	with	elephant	ears,	but	didn’t	know	they	were	
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Mohawks and Niagaras.  
 
He joined the NYCSHS in the late 1970s and attended several conventions in Cleveland at 
the old Hartley Hotel. Hugh served two terms as a director in the Society and chaired the 
Annual Convention in Buffalo in 2008. 
 
Hugh has a  very large collection of imported HO-scale brass locomotives with an emphasis 
on Hudson models as can be seen in his article. Hugh built and operates a NYC based semi-
freelanced HO-scale model railroad named the Anover Junction Railroad.  This is Hugh’s 
first NYCentral Modeler article.    
  
RRiicchh  SSttoovv iinngg  ––  OOff  SSmmookkee,,MMiirrrroorrss,,  aanndd  SSoommee  BBaarrggaaiinn  BBaasseemmeenntt   BBooxxccaarrss          Page 86  

  
RRiicchh  aass  tthhee   eenngg iinnee ee rr ..   

  
      
Following his retirement as a public school administrator in New York City, Rich served as a 
conductor and engineer on a local tourist railroad.  He also served as the railroad’s president 
from 1999 through 2003.  He has been a New York Central modeler for over fifty years, and 
his current layout was featured in the January 2014 issue of Model Railroader. He wrote eight 
books on New York Central steam power, published between 2005 and 2013 and currently 
available at the Society’s on-line “Collinwood Shop.” This is Rich’s third article in the 
NYCentral Modeler.  
  
KKyyll ee   CCoobb ll ee   ––  CCCCCC&&SSttLL  11889955  FFllaatt   CCaarr                                                                        Page 71  

  

Rich grew up in Dumont, New Jersey, on New York Central’s River 
Division, developing a life-long fascination with trains at a very early 
age. He has been a member of the New York Central System Historical 
Society since 1970 and has served continually as a trustee or director 
since 1976.  He has served as the editor of the Society’s quarterly 
magazine, Central Headlight, since 2008 and served as the Society’s 
president from 2011 to 2018. 
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Ed Enyedy – NYCS SM Tower in HO-Scale                                            Page 52  

  
His interest in the New York Central started late, beginning with his admiration of Hudson 
locomotives and growing as he learned about local NYCS history.  Other interests include 
bicycle riding and playing bass guitar.  His layout will be open for visitors at the 2018 
NYCSHS Convention. This is Ed’s fourth article in the NYCentral Modeler. 
  
BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  SSaavv iinngg  aa  LLiioonnee ll   22003355  FFrroomm  tthhee  SSccrraapp  YYaarrdd                          Page 77 

  

  
 
Bob likes to “talk trains” with friends as a member of TCA (Train Collectors Association), 
LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society), and NYCSHS. 
 
Bob wrote 14 previous articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout. In Part 15 
of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob accepts a friend’s challenge to convert a 
beat-up Lionel 2035 steam engine into an attractive fine running loco.   

Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, 
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan.  When not “training”, they enjoy visiting 
their twin sons, “spoiling” their two grandchildren, traveling and getting together with 
friends.  In addition, Bob heads a LLC that provides marketing and communications 
consulting to global clients.   

    
IImmaaggiinnee  YYoouurrssee ll ff   PPiicc ttuurreedd  HHeerree   wwii tthh  tthhee  TTii tt ll ee   oo ff   YYoouurr  AArrtt ii cc ll ee   aanndd  PPaaggee  ##  
We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear 
about your layout, collection of modeling skills. 
 

Ed and his wife Suz live in Eastlake, OH with two cats, three squirrels, and six 
sugar gliders, and her mom, and one son.  He is a life-long Cleveland resident 
who experienced model trains early, playing with his Uncle’s American Flyer 
trains and then getting his own Tyco Chattanooga train set.  	

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central began as a 
boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as they drove by the 
huge ALCO Works.  He marveled at the size of the new steam engines he saw, 
many with NYC markings, and was pleased when Santa left a “real” Lionel 
2026 steam engine set under the tree later that year.	
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All it takes is for you to spend some time to take photos of your layout and then to write 
about it.  Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something 
for your hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If 
you have a collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites and then 
just write about how and why you have collected what you have. 
 
We are prepared to help you do this.  All you need to do is contact us and we will provide 
the help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us. 
 
We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling.  We would 
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course we want lots of photos and 
captions for each photo to share with our readers. 
 
Step up to doing sometime for us today.  You will love seeing your name and article title 
here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 12	

NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 
Tell us what you think this might be and where it was found. For extra credit tell us the date and 

occasion for the photo.  Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net

 

 
Hall of Heroes- One of our new authors will receive our 

NYCSHS Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their first article in the 
magazine. 

Rev. Roland Walters joins our Hall of Heroes and receives a T-
shirt 

Below you see the logo for the types of models that NYCSHS president, Dave Mackay refers 
to as “Stand In” models.  These models represent NYCS equipment, but do not necessarily 
provide the complete detail that is found in truly prototypical models that we offer in the 
Collinwood Shop when they are available. Look for these ready-to-run models when you 
cannot find an exact model. Exact models offer the fine detail that approximated the NYCS 
real thing. 

 

Look for this logo in the Collinwood Shop 
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N-Scale Locomotives 

Atlas 

 

ALCo RS-2 

After a successful first run of road switchers (The 
RS-1), ALCo’s second attempt at a versatile four-
axle locomotive came in late 1946. This was the 
stylized RS-2, keeping similar features as the RS-1 
(Long carbody and short front nose), but with 
many upgrades. The most notable features were 
the rounded carbody and a new 244 prime mover, 
which increased the horsepower to 1,500, a 500hp 
upgrade over the RS-1. With the added 
horsepower, the RS-2 was received well by 
railroads for its ability to tackle any service it was 
given. 

On a daily basis, one could see two RS-2’s 
powering a general merchandise freight, plying the 
hills with a loaded coal train coming back from the 
tipple, or running a passenger train at speed. A 
good example was the New York Central ordered 
over 20. The success of the RS-2 would later pave 
the way for the RS-3. Today, only a handful of 
prototypes exist, mostly in museums or on tourists 
operations. 

Features: 

• Golden-White LEDs 
• Directional lighting 
• Dual brass flywheels 
• Low-friction mechanism 
• Accurate painting and lettering 
• Magnetic knuckle couplers 

DCC/Sound MSRP $169.95 DC $129.95 
Expected Delivery 4th Qtr. 2019  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Micro Trains 

 

NYC 40’ Standard Boxcar 

This 40’ standard boxcar with single door is black 
and green with white lettering and runs on 
Bettendorf trucks. As a part of NYC series 87222-
87271, this appliance boxcar was specially 
equipped with SL load restraints. Built in 1956, it 
was among one of the last 40’ box cars built for 
NYC as railroads moved to larger, higher capacity 
cars in the 1960s. 

MSRP $27.80  Expected Delivery Now 

 

NYC 50’ Standard Boxcar 

This 50’ standard boxcar with 8’ double sliding 
doors, no roofwalk and short ladders is green with 
white lettering and runs on Barber Roller Bearing 
trucks. This 4924 cubic foot capacity NYC boxcar 
belonged to series 87455-87669. With its double 
doors, it was designed to carry automotive parts 
and other bulky products. 

MSRP $25.90  Expected Delivery Now 
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HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Accurail 

 

MCRR 40’ Single Sheath Wood Boxcar – Wood 
Doors & Ends 

MSRP $18.98 Expected Delivery May 2019  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

CCC&StL 36’ Double Sheath Wood Boxcar – 
Wood Ends and Fishbelly Underframe 

The Big Four car is incorrectly lettered.  By the time of 
this car's construction, the use of the script and the 
"BIG FOUR" reporting mark were no longer current 
practice.  It should have "C.C.C.&ST.L." reporting 
marks. 

 

MSRP $18.98 Expected Delivery May 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

1947 As-Delivered REA Steel Express Reefer 

 

Mid 1950s REA Steel Express Reefer 

 

Early 1960s REA Steel Express Reefer 

 

Features:  

• Welded sides  
• 3/3 Improved Dreadnaught Ends  
• Arched Roof  
• Separate ladders and grabs  
• Fully detailed underframe  
• Steam, Air & Signal Hoses  
• Cut Levers  
• Equipped with AccuMate® Knuckle 

Couplers  
• Trucks equipped with free-rolling metal 

wheels  
• Accurate painting and lettering  

AccuMate® couplers are made under license from 
AccuRail, Inc. 
 

MSRP $42.95 Expected Delivery 4th Qtr. 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
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Athearn 

 

P&LE 30’ 3-Window Caboose 

FEATURES:  

• Fully assembled and ready for your layout 
• Wire truss rods (as appropriate) 
• Clear window glazing 
• Painted steps (as appropriate) 
• Razor sharp painting and printing 
• Machined RP25 profile 33” metal wheels 
• McHenry scale knuckle spring couplers 

installed 
• Appropriate to each prototype: Detailed 

Arch bar or Bettendorf trucks with brake 
shoe detail 

Besides the slogan and oval both being too large, the 
cupola is too tall.  The rest of the model is probably 
only approximate, since it was presumably not 
patterned after the P&E prototype car in the first 
place. The original NYC equipment color book, page 
97 shows a photo of a car that resembles the Walthers 
model.  You can see errors in the Walthers lettering. 
This one was so bad we decided not to offer it in 
the store even as a substitute. 
 
MSRP $29.98  Expected Delivery Now 

Intermountain 

 

ACF NYC 3-Bay Hopper 

This 4650 cubic foot hopper is painted gray, with 
black lettering and the large NYC Cigar Band logo. 
The model is equipped with etched metal roof 

walks, metal wheelsets and operating knuckle 
couplers. 

MSRP $42.95 Expected Delivery TBA 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Kadee 

 

NYC 40’ PSI Boxcar 

6 Ft. 7 Panel Superior, Built 1948, Factory New 
Boxcar Red 

MSRP $39.95 Expected Delivery November 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Rapido 
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During World War I the US railroads were 
struggling to keep up with wartime traffic, 
in part because of a shortage of serviceable 
freight cars. In an attempt to solve this 
problem, President Wilson nationalized 
the railroads under the United States 
Railway Administration, or USRA. One of 
the first tasks assigned to the USRA was to 
develop common designs for new freight 
cars. Among these was a 40' double-
sheathed wood boxcar with a fishbelly 
steel underframe.  

Starting in 1918, nearly 25,000 copies of the 
double-sheathed boxcar were built and 
delivered to 24 railroads throughout the 
country. The cars were well received, and 
many cars continued in regular service 
into the 1950s with many updated to the 
newer AB-brake system. Our models 
feature either K or AB brakes as 
appropriate to each paint scheme.  

Features:  
• Accurate new tooling 
• Correct details including roof and 

handbrake 
• KC or AB brakes as appropriate 
• Full underbody with separate brake 

rods and piping 
• Separate grab irons installed at the 

factory 
• USRA Andrews trucks with in-line 

brake shoes 
• Factory installed Macdonald-

Cartier coupler 
• Blackened turned-metal wheels	
 

MSRP $39.95 Expected Delivery Late 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at 
Members Discount 

	
 

Westerfield 

 

NYC USRA Steel Boxcar, Murphy 7/8 Ends Kit 

Operating Era: 1921-1967. The United States 
Railway Administration produced standard freight 
car designs to ease the freight car shortage. The 
steel boxcar design was never built but NYC used 
the design throughout the 1920`s as their basic 
design. 21,000 cars were built for NYC and 
subsidiaries between 1922-28 with evolving design 
changes built in. New York Central. Built 1921 with 
Murphy 7/8 Ends. Operating Era 1921-1961. 

MSRP $42.00  Expected Delivery Now 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

NYC USRA Steel Boxcar, Dreadnaught Ends 

Operating Era: 1921-1967. The United States 
Railway Administration produced standard freight 
car designs to ease the freight car shortage. The 
steel boxcar design was never built but NYC used 
the design throughout the 1920`s as their basic 
design. 21,000 cars were built for NYC and 
subsidiaries between 1922-28 with evolving design 
changes built in. All of these variations are found 
in kit 2953. Operating Era 1921-1961. 

MSRP $42.00  Expected Delivery Now 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 
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NYC A-50-6 Steel Auto Car, Modern (UP 
Lettering in Photo but this is a NYC Kit!!) 

Operating Era: 1922-1956. Union Pacific, New York 
Central. Successor to the A-50-4 (see our kit series 
1100), the A-50-6 incorporated numerous changes while 
retaining a similar appearance. The cars had peaked 
roofs rather than radial, a small end lumber door and did 
away with the stringer pockets. UP ordered 1,000 from 
Pullman in 1922. The cars remained the same until 
Gothic lettering supplanted Roman in 1940. Many ran 
into the 1950`s. However, about half the fleet was 
converted to box cars beginning in 1934 (see kit series 
5900). During WWII 100 cars were leased to New York 
Central. 

MSRP $39.00   Expected Delivery Now 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Walthers 

 

NYC USRA Composite Boxcar 

Based on later rebuilds and upgrades of standard 40' 
boxcars designed by the United States Railroad 
Administration (USRA) introduced during WWI, these 
cars would remain in general freight service into the 
1960s, with many rebuilt for work train service lasting 
into the 1980s. Nicely detailed, fully assembled and 
affordably priced to make it easy to expand your fleet. 

Features 

• Correct lower height brings realistic variety to 
steam- & diesel-era freight trains 

• Highly detailed one-piece body simulates single-
sheathed wood construction with exposed metal 
braces 

• 5-5-5 Murphy steel ends 
• Flat steel roof 
• Straight underframe 
• Vertical handbrake staff 
• Andrews trucks 
• Detailed AB brake gear 

The	 model	 might	 be	 correct	 for	 an	 ARA	 single-
sheathed	car	or	similar	clones,	but	NYC	did	not	have	
anything	 like	 that.		 The	 car	 numbers	 Walthers	 is	
using,	in	the	277000-series,	were	used	for	Lot	376-B	
USRA	 boxcars.		 These	 were	 very	 different	 from	 the	
model	shown	in	the	Walthers	artwork.	

	

MSRP	$42.95		Expected	Delivery	Sep	2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

HO-Scale Structures 

Atlas 

 

HO-Scale Plate Girder Bridge w/Code 100 Track 

Railroads once considered bridges as locations to fly the 
company flag, so many painted them with logos and 
billboard advertising. These plate-girder bridges are 
based on those used across the continent and each comes 
decorated with period railroad graphics. The layout-
ready models also feature nickel silver Code 100 rail. 
Silver & Black. 
 

MSRP $17.95 Expected Delivery Now 
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Walthers Alexander Scale Models 

 

This kit is made with laser cut wood and card stock 
parts and metal castings. The footprint of the 
model is 7" wide, 3" deep, and 8 1/5" 
tall.  Prototype was built for the Michigan Central 
Railroad in 1918 and stood in the yards at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. This kit is one of the Alexandria 
Scale Models kits that has been in production for 
many years. 

 
MSRP $63.00  Expected Delivery Now 
 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

O-Scale Locomotives 

MTH 

 

NYC USRA 0-8-0 Hi Rail 

During World War I, Uncle Sam nationalized the 
railroads when they proved unequal to the task of 
moving massive amounts of men and material for 
the war effort. The agency that ran the trains was 
the United States Railroad Administration, or 
USRA, and one of its chief accomplishments was 
the creation of 12 steam engine designs that lasted 
for decades. One of the most popular was an 0-8-0 
switcher that eventually appeared on 52 railroads. 

Built to 1/48 scale proportions, the locomotive 
includes intricate detail and quality die-casting. 

MSRP $799.95 Expected Delivery October 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

 

NYC EMD F-7A/B 

Electro-Motive Division's F7 was the zenith of the 
"covered wagon," or carbody-style diesel. With 
3,849 units built between 1949 and 1953, the F7 was 
both the most popular carbody diesel and its last 
hurrah. By 1954 U.S. railroads had virtually 
stopped ordering F-units in favor of hood units like 
EMD's GP9 and Alco's RS-3. The side walkways of 
hood units offered better access for maintenance 
and better visibility for backup moves, making 
them truly universal locomotives useful for both 
mainline runs and road switching. 
 
Externally, the F7 was very similar to the earlier F3. 
The key spotting features that distinguished an F7 
were its stainless steel upper body grilles that 
replaced the "chicken wire" worn by most F3s, and 
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the rooftop dynamic brake fan that replaced the 
F3's rectangular roof vents just behind the cab. 
Internally, the F7 was also an evolution of the F3. 
While horsepower was the same, new D27 traction 
motors allowed the F7 to handle a heavier load. 
 
Both units come with either Hi Rail or Scale Wheels 
– You must select. 
 
MSRP  
A Unit DCC w/ Sound $459.95 
A Unit Non-Powered $199.95 
B Unit Non-Powered $179.95 
Expected Delivery October 2019 
  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

 

NYC ALCo PA/PB 

The PA was Alco's glamour girl. While Electro-
Motive's E-units easily beat Alco's passenger 
engine in terms of popularity, the PA is widely 
regarded as the most beautiful first-generation 
diesel - period. Perhaps no other locomotive looked 
so right at the head of the streamlined trains of the 
late forties and fifties that were the last hurrah of 
American long-distance passenger service. The 294 
PA's and cabless PB's built between 1946 and 1953 
powered some of America's most famous name 
trains, from the Pennsylvania's Broadway Limited to 
the New Haven's Merchants' Limited. 
 
The muscular PA profile and its elegant nose, with 
the characteristic grille around the headlight, were 
designed by Ray Patten, General Electric's head of 
industrial design. At the time, GE and Alco were 
partners in the locomotive business, with GE 
making the electrical equipment for all Alco 
diesels. Patten's design was described as "a 
locomotive so distinctive and so powerful looking 

that it actually helps railroads sell their services to 
passengers and shippers." 
  
Under the hood of the PA beat a 16-cylinder model 
244 prime mover that developed 2000 hp. 
Depending on their gearing, PA's could hustle a 
passenger consist along at up to 100 mph. 
 
MSRP  
A Unit DCC w/ Sound $479.95 
B Unit Non-Powered $249.95 
 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

 

EMD E-8A/B 

In the mid-1930's, as the Electro-Motive Division of 
General Motors was trying to interest railroads in 
diesel passenger power, there was a lot of 
experimentation in exterior design. Looking at 
EMD's worm-like yellow and brown Union Pacific 
M-10000, its gleaming stainless steel Burlington 
Zephyr, or the boxy, just-plain-ugly early Santa Fe 
units, it's apparent that here was a new function 
looking for its form. The first generation of road 
diesels found its form in 1937 when the initial E-
units, built for the B&O, inaugurated the classic 
"covered wagon" cab unit design that would last 
for two decades on both freight and passenger 
diesels. 

 
The earliest E-units were each virtually custom-
made, with less than 20 units produced of models 
EA through E5. The prewar E6 was the first mass-
produced passenger diesel and the last to sport the 
rakish, streamlined EMD nose so characteristic of 
the 1930s. After the war, the new E7 adopted the 
"bulldog" nose introduced earlier on the FT freight 
diesel. With the rollout of the E8 in 1949, the E-unit, 
America's most popular passenger diesel, reached 
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its final visual form - just in time for the last hurrah 
of the American passenger train. With twin motors 
to ensure reliability and six-wheel trucks that rode 
like a Cadillac, the E8 was an engineer's dream. For 
hoggers who had not long ago worked in steam 
locomotives, the clean cab of an E-unit with its 
lofty, panoramic view of the road ahead was not 
hard to get used to. 

MSRP 
A Unit DCC w/ Sound $479.95 
A Unit Non-Powered $249.95 
B Unit Non-Powered $199.95 
The NYC had 60 E-8As and no B models. 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

 

NYC 70’ Streamlined Passenger Cars 

The majority of lightweights were 80'-85' long, 
which scales out to about 21" in O gauge. Many O 
gauge modelers, however, find cars of this length 
impractical, as they require large curves and create 
long trains that can overwhelm a typical-sized 
layout. For those reasons, our Premier lightweights 
are about 70 scale feet in length - reproducing the 
look and feel of prototype streamliners in a model 
that will round O-42 curves with ease and look at 
home on most scale-detailed O gauge layouts. 
 
Comes in 4 car set and Passenger/Diner & 
Baggage/Coach 2 car sets. 
 
Set includes Baggage 9104, Coaches 2662 & 2658 
and Observation Pelee Island 
 
MSRP  
4-Car Set $379.95 
Sleeper/Diner Set $199.95 
Baggage/Coach Set $199.95 
Expected Delivery August 2019 
 

 

 

 

O-Scale Rolling Stock 

MTH 

 

NYC Flat Car w/1957 Chevy Load 

MSRP $64.95 Expected Delivery October 2019 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at Members 
Discount 

Protocraft 

 

NYC 50’6” Double Door Boxcar 

Features 

• Murphy raised panel roof 
• 5/5 Dreadnaught ends 
• 10’6” High 
• Round corners 
• Double lapped roof eves 
• Universal power hand brakes 
• Bettendorf trucks 

MSRP TBA Expected Delivery TBA 



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 21	

 

NYC 50’6” Single Door Boxcar 

Features 

• Murphy raised panel roof 
• 5/5 Dreadnaught ends 
• 10’6” High 
• Round corners 
• Double lapped roof eves 
• Universal power hand brakes 
• Bettendorf trucks 

MSRP TBA Expected Delivery TBA 

 

Stand-in Models 

We call these “Stand-in” models, as they are close 
to New York Central prototypes, have the flavor of 
the NYC, but are not true representations of 
particular prototypes. Overall, the perception is of 
the New York Central, hence they stand-in for NYC 
equipment.	

 

Magazines 

Classic Trains Spring 2019 

 

“On-The-Job Training” by Chris Burger pp. 90-94 

The author completed NYC’s Management Trainee 
Program and then went on to work on several 
other railroads, but credits the NYC with giving 
him the foundation for all of his later experience. 
The article includes several very nice NYC steam, 
diesel and boat photos. 

Classic Trains Summer 2019 

 

“Headend – Cozy Quarters on an NYC Barge” p 5 

Two great photos and a short write up about the 
Cold Spring. They show the difference between the 
Spartan exterior and the homey captain’s quarters 
on this NYC barge. 

“Archive Treasures – Quiet Monsters Coming to 
Life” by Scott Lothes pp. 17-25 

A review of the photos of Donald W. Furler taken 
in the Northeast.  Includes a great photo of two E-
7s pulling the 20th Century Limited on Jun 23, 1946 
at Cold Spring, NY. 

“Migrant Manager” by Chris Burger pp. 72 -77 

Chris tells of his experiences in Cleveland, 
Northwest Indiana and Chicago and the article 
includes a color photo of NYCS E7s and E8s in the 
enginehouse at Englewood, Chicago in January 
1966. 

Model Railroader April 2019 
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“In Quest of More Realism” by Carl Griffin pp. 
40-45 
 
The article explains how the author did a lot of 
research before and during the construction of his 
layout.  Carl’s railroad models the B&O but 
exchanges with other railroads including the NYC.  
One of his photos on page 40 shows the NYC Train 
No 301 headed by a NYC Geep working the 
interchange with the B&O at Atherns, OH. 
 
Model Railroader May 2019 

 

“Big City Scenes in the 1950s” by Lou Sassi pp. 
36-43 
 
Lou writes about Howard Clark’s freelance urban 
railroad inspired by the NYCS, B&O, and Nickel 
Plate set in the 1950s.  There are several photos of 
NYCS locos and rolling stock. 
 
“Product Reviews – WalthersProto HO-scale 70’ 
Heavyweight RPO-Baggage Car” by Cody Grivno 
pp. 70  
 
Cody reviews one of the Walthers heavyweight 
cars that have been available for a while. 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman April 2019 

 
“Modeling Passenger Terminal Operations” by 
Bob Chapman pp. 44 – 47 
 
NYCSHS member, Bob, models the transition 
period in the vicinity of a large passenger terminal. 
This article parallels his article in this edition of the 

NYCentral Modeler but focuses on the operational 
aspect rather than the focus on the NYC operations 
at Cincinnati Union Terminal. It does feature some 
photos showcasing some of his NYCS models. Also 
of interest are photos of some of his CUT 
locomotives moving the passenger cars around 
there. 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman May 2019 

 
“Hudson Terminal” by Christopher Brimley pp. 
38 – 43 
This article tells about Chris’s N-scale New York 
City harbor layout.  His hobby really started with 
architectural models of many of the buildings 
found in the harbor area. He found that he enjoyed 
scratchbuilding structures.  The layout includes a 
car float and many of the NYCS buildings found in 
the New York City harbor area. It is an interesting 
article with lots of NYCS flavor. 
 

 

Take a few minutes to think about 
writing a NYCS modeling article for us. 
We can provide you with lots of help and 
encouragement.  You should really share 
your modeling with the rest of us.  

Model railroading is such an exciting 
hobby and there are so many ways to 
enjoy the hobby. How about sharing 
your way with us! 
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September	21,	2019	
Cleveland	Airport	Crown	Plaza	

7230	Engle	Road	
Middleburg	Heights,	OH	44130	

	
This	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	meet	other	NYCSHS	modelers,	bring	some	NYCS	modeling	friends,	learn	
some	new	skills,	understand	what	is	available	for	modelers	from	the	NYCSHS	archives,	and	provide	input	to	
the	NYCSHS	modeling	program.		Last	year’s	Mini	was	a	great	success.	

Schedule	

9:00	am		-	9:30	am	“Opening	Remarks	and	Welcome”	–	Dave	Mackay,	NYCSHS	President	

9:30	am	–	10:30	am	–	“Streamlined	Steam	Locomotives”	–	Rich	Stoving	

10:30	am	–	11:30am	–		“Painting		&	Detailing	NYC	Diesels”	-	David	Mackay	

11:30	am	–	12:30	pm	–	“AMB	NYC	Cabooses	in	HO-	&	N-scale”	-	Seth	Lakin	

12:30	pm	–	2:00	pm	–	Lunch	-	Several	nearby	restaurants.	

2:00	pm	–	3:00	pm	–	“NYC	Heavyweight	Cars”	–	Dave	Staplin	

3:00	pm	–	3:30	pm	–	“NYCentral	Modeler	–	You	Can	Contribute”	–	Noel	Widdifield	

3:30	pm	–	4:30	pm	–	Roundtable	NYCSHS	Modeling	Discussion	

4:30	pm	–	6:00	pm	–	Visit	the	NYCSHS	Headquarters	–	“Archive	Orientation	–	Using	the	NYCSHS	
Archive	to	Improve	Your	Modeling”	

We	are	very	excited	about	this	event	as	it	represents	a	chance	for	us	to	get	to	know	you	better	and	allows	us	
to	hear	from	you	in	person	how	we	can	continue	to	improve	the	support	we	provide	to	NYCSHS	members	
who	model	the	NYCS.		The	Collinwood	Shop	will	be	open	at	the	end	of	the	Mini	for	your	buying	pleasure.	

We	need	for	you	to	make	a	reservation	for	this	event	in	the	Collinwood	Shop	and	pay	the	$20.00	fee	to	
partially	the	cost	of	the	Mini.		Click	here	to	make	the	reservation.		You	can	also	download	the	reservation	
form	and	mail	it	in	with	a	check	for	the	$20.00	by	clicking	here.	Non-members	are	$30.00.		

https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/modelersminiregistrationform-1.pdf	

Hotel	rooms	will	be	available	at	the	Cleveland	Airport	Crown	Plaza	on	September	20	&	21	at	NYCSHS	
discount	rate	of	$119.00	and	this	includes	a	hot	breakfast.		Cutoff	date	for	discount	rate	is	August	24,	2019.	
Phone	440-243-4040	and	make	your	hotel	reservation	today.			
https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/middleburg-heights/clemh/hoteldetail	

Don’t	miss	out	–	go	to:	https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/modelersminiregistrationform.pdf	

	and	print	out	and	mail	a	registration	form.	Email	to	NYCSHS@verizon.net



	

Please	Print	

Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	

Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	

City______________________________________________State/Province_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	

Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	

Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	

Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	

Number	of	Member	Attendees_____	@	$20.00	each.	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	

Non-Member	Attendees_____	@	$30.00	each.	Total	Amount	Paid	$_____________________________	

Please	send	registration	to:	 					NYCSHS	
								Modeler’s	Mini	

	P.O.	Box	328	
		Shady	Side,	MD	20764	

Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	
Registration	Fee:	

NYCSHS	Members	(Including	family	members)	cost	is	$20.00	each	
Non-NYCSHS	Members	cost	is	$30.00	each.	

Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:		Crown	Plaza	Cleveland	Airport	
7230	Engle	Road	
Middleburg	Heights,	OH	44130	
440-243-4040

https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/middleburg-heights/clemh/hoteldetail	

Rooms	 are	 $119.00	 per	 night	 plus	 tax.	 	 This	 includes	 a	 hot	 breakfast	 in	 Tavolo72	
restaurant.	Reservations	must	be	made	by	August	24,	2019	to	obtain	this	rate.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
Modeler’s Mini 

Middleburg Heights, OH – September 21, 2019 
Registration Form	

22b
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NYCSHS, 

I am going to add Cal-Scale marker light 
castings to three Walthers HO NYC jade 
green/cigar band herald bay window 
cabooses. I will be "illuminating" these 
markers with Roundhouse or Finishing 
Touches jewels. I have been told that the 
light configuration for NYC cabooses 
(when running) was red-rear, green-side 
and green-forward/toward engine. I 
suspect, however, that this configuration 
may have been used by NYC during the 
steam era, and may be wrong for the bay 
window cars, especially when these were 
painted jade green in the 1960s. Any 
advice you can give me is greatly 
appreciated. 

Thanks,  

David Babson 

David, 

First off all, the term “Jade Green” never 
appears on NYC documents. The correct 
term is “Century Green”. I know it’s a 
battle that will never be won...the term 
likely originated from a model paint 
manufacturer in describing the color and it 
stuck.  
 
When the bay window cabooses were built 
they had the oil marker lamps that were 
removable. Three prototype cabooses were 
built by DSI in 1948 (NYC 20200-20202 Lot 
778), 100 production cabooses were built 
by DSI in 1949 (NYC 20203-20297, and 
B&A 1300-1304 which were renumbered 
NYC 20498-20502 Lot 782), and 200 built 
by Saint Louis Car Company in 1952 (NYC 
20298-20497 Lot 827). These were certainly 
pulled by steam, but were built in the 

diesel era. These cabooses were painted 
red-brown.  

 
I don’t know which Cal Scale marker 
lamps you are planning on using. The Cal 
Scale 190-375 is the closest to the oil lamp 
markers. I would have to get the rulebook 
out to see the correct color lens 
configuration, but off hand I believe you 
are correct.  

Beginning in July 1962 and continuing 
through March 1967, the 1948-1952 bay 
window cabooses were rebuilt in 
compliance with the pooled caboose 
agreement between the NYC and the 
trainman’s unions at NYC’s Beech Grove, 
Indiana shop. They were selected at 
random and renumbered into the NYC 
21500-21798 series. Renumbering took 
place in the order they were released from 
the shop. It was at this time the cabooses 
were painted Century Green.  Part of the 
rebuilding included replacing the oil 
markers with electric markers. The electric 
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markers were small silver globes with four 
red lenses. They were permanently 
mounted to the corner posts and were 
turned on and off by a switch inside the 
caboose  

http://rr-
fallenflags.org/nyc/nyc21573s21.jpg 

The Cal Scale 190-280 markers are similar 
to the design used by the NYC but I would 
have to look, I believe the markers are 
twice or three times the size of what they 
should be.  

In 1963 a group of 100 new bay window 
cabooses was built by DSI in compliance 
with the pooled cabooses agreement (NYC 
21000-21099 Lot 919) These cabooses were 
shorter than the earlier cabooses and were 
painted Century Green from the factory. 
The electric markers of these cabooses 
were mounted to the corners of the 
caboose’s body unlike the corner posts of 
the earlier cabooses.  

 

The oil lamp markers would have not been 
used on the green painted cabooses. 
Likewise the small electric markers would 
have not been used on the red-brown 
painted cabooses. But there always could 
be an exception.  
 
Seth Lakin  

NYCSHS Modeling Committee 

Editors note:  The photos provided by Seth are 
from the NYCSHS Photo and ValMap website.  
This website is available for viewing by anyone.  
Purchasing photos or ValMaps are possible 
through the Collinwood Shop.  The photos 
purchased are JPG and are only available in this 
digital format. 

 

Seth, 
 
Wonderfully complicates what I 
THOUGHT I knew about the century 
green (I stand corrected, and will watch 
my language in the future!) cabooses. I 
will proceed in red/green/green mode 
with the CS 190-375 markers for several 
Brown body cabooses that I already have. I 
will get some CS 190-280 castings for the 
century green cars, and install 
red/red/red/red jewels. Guess I can live 
with the markers being oversize; the CS 
HO castings are small enough as they are. 
The Walthers century green bay windows 
are factory-numbered in the 21000 series, 
and they don't look too much different 
from the cars in your photos, except for 
not having roof walks and end ladders, 
which probably puts them further into the 
1960s than those in your photos. So, the 
electric red/red/red/red lights would be 
closest to prototype. 
 
This project is to remember a Syracuse 
modeler and rail fan who recently passed 
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away. He was a life-long Central fan, 
having grown up in the Bronx, hard by the 
last of the Putnam Division. He was a 
steam fan (he had a Hudson in every scale 
north of Z), but my memories of NYC are 
"greenies" (as us kids called them, being 
ignorant even of "jade"), growing up along 
the Dread Railroad New Haven in 
Connecticut, late 1960s. So, my Central 
train has to be century green, a U-boat 
diesel and a bay window caboose. 
 
Thanks again. I've sent questions to 
members of your society from time to 
time, and your answers have always been 
prompt, polite and very, very informative.  
 
Greatly appreciated, always. 
 
David 
 
David, 
 
The October 28th 1956 NYC rulebook 
simplifies the marker rules. Simply red to 
the rear, yellow to the rear if clear if the 
mainline in manual block or non-block 
territories.  
 

 

I don’t know if the marker lamps 
physically changed from the yellow-red 
configurations if earlier.  
 
Seth 
 
David,  

I have an update for you regarding the oil 
lamp markers.  

http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/i
mages/nyc-rules-1937.pdf 

If you go down to page 16 of the PDF in 
the link above, which is page 28 of the 
1937 NYC rulebook, it describes how the 
marker lamps are to be displayed. Red to 
the rear and yellow to the front and sides 
on most scenarios. But does describe other 
configurations under other conditions. I 
wasn’t able to find a copy of the mid/late 
1950’s rulebook easily on line. I have a few 
copies of the later rulebook in my 
collection; I can look over the weekend.  

As for the Walthers HO and N scale bay 
window caboose, they are modeled after 
an International Car Company designed 
caboose. There are several differences 
between the model and NYC’s bay 
windows, mainly the model having 
welded sides where NYC’s are riveted 
sides.  

The Walthers caboose is a stand in model 
for the NYC caboose. HO models of NYC 
bay windows have been offered in brass 
from several importers and as resin kits by 
Wright Track Models.  

Seth 

Readers, 
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I was sent this by one of our members who 
shall remain nameless and thought I 
would share it with you. 

The little boy in the Star Wars shirt is 
explaining to the little boy holding the 
locomotive, “My dad models an old-time 
railroad – the New York Central.” 

Hello Noel, 
 
Could you answer a question about the 
NYC heralds that are used on the 
Westerfield #2900 Series boxcars? 
 
Are these heralds always with the black 
background or were they sometimes just a 
white herald on the boxcar red side (no 
black background)? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Andrew Dahm, Westerfields’ Owner 
 
Andrew, 
  
The best place to find the answer about 
painting and lettering of NYC freight cars 
is the Canada Southern website at 
http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/
NYC-MODELS-FREIGHT-PAINT.htm 
 
Thanks, 
 
Noel 

Noel, 
 
That helps answer many of the questions 
we have about painting and lettering. 
Thank you for sharing. 
 
Andrew 
 
NYCSHS (From the website 
www.NYCSHS.org) 
 
How were the first class passenger trains 
between NYC and Chicago operated when 
they had multiple sections? Which sections 
stopped at stations; did following sections 
pause outside of town when the first was 
at the stations, etc.?  
 
Thanks 
 
Website, 
 
There were many ways in which second 
sections were operated, but this question 
limits the discussion to first class trains, 
between New York and Chicago.  The 
answer would apply to first class trains 
operated elsewhere.  The discussion here 
will be about westbound trains, however 
the operations eastbound would be 
similar. 
 
In answering this, we need to define what 
is meant by first class.  It had a meaning in 
the employee-operating timetable of the 
day, which strictly governed train 
operations.  It had and still has a more 
subjective meaning in terms of the type of 
passenger trains.  On the main line, when 
trains were operated on timetable and 
train order authority, all passenger trains 
were considered first class.  In later years, 
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the NYC main line was mostly operated 
on signal authority.   
 
The more subjective meaning referred to a 
train that stopped only at stations in larger 
cities, had faster running times and 
featured amenities.  Often, in the 20s, 30s 
and 40s, these trains were all-first class, 
which meant only Pullman sleepers 
and/or parlor cars.  After the Depression, 
coaches were featured on some trains that 
had been all-first class in prior years.  With 
the advent of reclining seats, many 
passengers were willing to travel 
overnight in coaches.  There were even 
solid coach trains operating on fast 
schedules.  One such train, operating 
between New York and Chicago was the 
Pacemaker. 
 
During the Depression and after World 
War Two, the operation of more than one 
or two extra sections became less 
common.  Where in the 1920s, NYC 
operated its best known train, the 
Twentieth Century Limited, in many 
sections, with the arrival of streamlined 
equipment in 1938, only enough rolling 
stock for one extra section was 
purchased.  After World War II, reduced 
travel demand also played a factor in 
reducing the need for multiple sections. 
 
From an infrastructure viewpoint, NYC's 
signals were set up so that second (third, 
fourth etc.) sections could follow closely 
behind the first section.  The headways 
could be as little as two or three 
minutes.  Probably the average was a little 
higher.  The stations where these faster 
trains stopped had multiple tracks, so a 
following section could be platformed at 
the same time as its preceding 

section.  Most of the stations in the larger 
cities also had through tracks, where trains 
like the Century could pass without 
stopping and without tying up any station 
tracks at all.  At Albany, where stations 
tracks were limited in number and length, 
first sections could change crews in 
Rensselaer and use the Livingston Avenue 
Bridge, avoiding the station altogether. 
 
Usually when a train ran in more then one 
section, the first section would 
accommodate only passengers going 
through to the final destination if at all 
possible.  This meant that station dwell 
times could be limited to only the bare 
necessities, including crew or engine 
changes and no handling of checked 
baggage.  If the train had a connection 
such as off the B&A at Albany, the cars 
joining the train would be added to the 
last section.  However, even if a train did 
not need to do any work at a station, it 
could not leave before its appointed time 
in the employee timetable   
 
The timetable restriction led to other 
solutions to speed multiple section trains 
up.  The biggest problem child was the 
Century, where more than two sections 
was normal around 1929, NYC introduced 
Train 37 called the "Advance Twentieth 
Century," which operated one hour earlier 
than the regular Centuries (Train 25, 2nd 
25 and so on).  The first section of Train 25 
was actually operated as a second section 
of Train 37, by train order, which meant 
that it could run ahead of 25's 
schedule.  As the first section of the 
Century, it would not need to make 
passenger station stops, and did not 
handle cars off the Boston section.   It 
could bypass Albany Station, unless it had 
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the RPO.  If the Century ran in four 
sections, for example, the first three would 
be multiple sections of Train 37.  The last 
section would handle the Boston cars and 
make what few station stops were 
required.  As the sections stretched out 
over the railroad, which would take some 
time, the last section could pretty much 
stay on time.  Before this solution was 
developed, the time keeping of the last 
section could result in a late arrival in 
Chicago.  It did take some time for the 
sections to spread out, because even 
though the first Century ran as a second 
section of Train 37, it could not depart 
New York before the time stated in the 
public timetable.  When reservations were 
made, the Pullman diagrams for the extra 
sections carried special numbers so the 
reservation agents understood not to 
reserve "shorts" in those cars.   
 
One might think that the first section of 
the Century, running as 2nd 37 would 
simply run away from the other sections 
and arrive in Chicago very early.  It must 
be remembered, that back in the days of 
steam operations, power did not run 
through, nor did diners and club cars. The 
enroute train operation requirements 
would place a limit on how far ahead of 
schedule trains could get.  In those days, 
the Century stopped for passengers at 
Albany, Utica, Syracuse and 
Rochester.  Albany, Utica and Rochester 
could be bypassed by the first section, but 
the club and dining cars normally came off 
at Syracuse, so it required a stop.  So the 
multiple station tracks were still very 
useful.   
 
The through operation of power, dining 
and lounge cars, which came at the end of 

the Depression, simplified the operations 
greatly.  Ultimately, CTC and operating 
rules changes that permitted operation on 
signal indication by the authority of the 
train dispatcher allowed trains to run 
restricted only by the need to observe 
public timetable calling times at 
stations.  That is one reason very fast 
trains, like the Century, had references in 
the public timetable like "stops only to 
discharge passengers" at places like Toledo 
and Englewood.  Other comments might 
read, "Only carries passengers for 
destinations west of Buffalo."  This made 
running ahead of schedule for first 
sections possible.   
 
Dave Staplin 
NYCSHS Modelers Committee, Chair 
 
NYCSHS, 

Are the steel bay window cabooses 
available, gone or going to be offered in 
the future?  I need six of them. 
 
Thanks,  

Ken Klausner 

Ken, 

If you mean the WrightTrak ones, they are 
all sold out and he has gone out of 
business.  

He told us that he was trying to sell his 
business but we have not heard anything 
more.  He had a good product, but I think 
it just got too much for him. 

 

We are completely sold out of the 
WrightTrak products. 

 
Thanks,  
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Noel 

Noel, 

Yea, I know that feeling, I’m a small 
business myself. 

   
He was spot on with that caboose; a good 
paint job, a little dusting and you had an 
exact ringer. 

 
BTW, how is that Porter tower project 
coming?  Are we getting close to the 
minimum threshold? 

 
Thanks, 

Ken  

 

Ken, 

Your email was forwarded to me, as I keep 
the request list for this tower project. 
Reservations are still trickling in and we 
have 32 currently. We need 50 or so to 
start the project. The manufacturer is a bit 
flexible with us, but it's usually 100-piece 
minimum. 
 
Best regards,  
 
Dave Mackay 
 

NYCSHS, 

How about twisting some arms and 
getting that guy to make some more 
battery houses to go with all those towers! 
 
Thanks, 
 
Warren Frost 
 
Warren, 

The person who made the battery houses 
is a member and made those for his own 
use and then produced several more for us 
to offer for sale.  He has said that he is not 
interested in making more of them. 
 
Sorry,  
 
Noel 
 

 
 

Responses to the Mystery Photo from 
Last Issue. 

 
NYCentral Modeler, 
 
It's a pile driver!! 
 
James Galvin, March 31, 2019 6:46 pm 
 
NYCentral Modeler, 
 
I am probably wrong on all counts, 
 
I think X556 is a pile driver and it may be 
the New GCT or the West Side line in 
NYC.  
 
Mark Phillips, Beacon NY, March 31, 
2019 7:16 pm 
 
NYCentral Modeler, 
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The 2Q NYCS Modeler mystery photo is of 
a pile driver on rider car. I don’t know 
where or when but I do know what it is. 
 
John L. Hodson, March 31, 2019 8:08 pm 
 
NYCentral Modeler, 
 
X-556 is a McMyler Interstate Co. Pile 
Driver built in 1924.  Attached please find 
the NYC EQ2 form documenting the 
purchase and vital statistics for ICC 
reporting purposes.  I copied it at the 
Pennsylvania State Archives in 
Harrisburg.  I have no idea where the 
photo is taken but based on the cleanliness 
of the unit; I would guess it is the late 
1920s. 

 
 
Best, 
Bob Holzweiss, March 31, 2019 8:47 pm 
 
NYCentral Modeler, 
 
This looks like a steam powered Pile 
driver and if I read the number correctly, 
The CASO website confirms that X556 is 
just that.  As for location, my first thought 
would be Weehawken, but the 
background looks flat and that would 
point to Lake Erie area rather than Hudson 
River territory. 
 
Bruce G Alcock, March 31, 2019 9:17 pm 
 

 

 

Hi Gents, 

The mystery photo on page 16 of the Q2 
NYC Modeler looks like a pile diver. 

The B&A and the LS&MS both had similar 
ones in the early 1900's. 

Best regards, 

Geoff Bunza, March 31, 2019 10:14 pm 

NYCentral Modeler, 

Looks like a McMyler pile driver to me, 
similar to those operated on the Lake 
Shore. NYC Location? Somewhere east of 
Buffalo where a bridge was being 
constructed. That’s all I’ve got.   
   
Philip J. Moberg, April 4, 2019 5:22 pm 
 

NYCentral Modeler, 

My guess is that it looks like a pile driver 
to build a trestle or a pier. 
  
Dan Hammond, April 29, 2019 8:10 pm 
 
It looks like that one was too easy. It is 
always fun to see the guesses for these 
mysteries.  We will have to find something 
a little harder for this next edition. 
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Your Society has been blessed over the 
years to have a treasure trove of 
information pertaining to the New York 
Central Railroad.  However, that 
information was seldom in a form where 
gaining rapid access was possible.  
Further, the long-term preservation of the 
material was in doubt because it was 
stored in lockers with no climate control 
and with potential of leakage.   

As a result, in June 2016, realizing that 
something had to be done, your Board of 
Directors started the “Flight of the Twentieth 
Century” fundraiser, with a goal to getting 
your valuable materials housed in a decent 
facility where they could be made more 
accessible.  You may recall that a map 
tracked the progress of the Campaign 
where the position of the Century was 
shown between its starting point, New 
York City, and its final goal of Chicago.  
The “Flight of the Twentieth Century,” was a 
big success, raising $68,900.   

With the funds from the campaign, we 
were able to lease office space in a 
suburban Cleveland location.  The lease 
for the space is paid out of normal 
operating revenue, consisting of dues, 
sales from the Collinwood Shops and 
other funding sources.  But getting space 
leased was just the beginning.  The “Flight 
of the Century” turned the space into a 
viable working headquarters that we can 
all be proud of. 

The Campaign Funds were put to work: 

• Repairing drywall and painting 
• Replacing the dingy carpet left from 

the previous tenants 
• Installing modular office dividers 
• Acquiring shelving for the library and 

storage shelves for incoming 
collections/items  

• Purchasing lateral files for valuable 
items 

• Acquiring furniture for two offices, a 
conference room, and the library 
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• Outfitting a kitchen 
• Remodeling the two bathrooms 
• Framing and hanging New York 

Central artwork 
• Consolidating the stock and shipping 

equipment/supplies for the Collin-
wood Shops 

• Installing a modern Wi-Fi system for 
the work that will be ongoing 

• Purchasing computer, scanning and an 
IT system to support the Society 
business and archival activities 

• Installing the NYCSHS logo on the 
front window 

• Installing a plaque to recognize the 
generous donations that made all of the 
above possible 

•  
Since the opening ceremony on September 
30, 2017, volunteers for the Society have 
been busy cataloguing what we have, 
scanning documents, arranging research 
materials, and answering questions from 
the membership, historians and model 
producers.   

The results of these efforts can be seen in 
the Collinwood Shops, where we now 
have over 45 different CDs and DVDs 
available for purchase, on a wide variety 
of subject matters.  Probably the largest 
single effort was the collection of over 
30,000 photos and valuation maps that 
went live on line for viewing and purchase 
two months ago.   

The headquarters has also hosted the 
NYCSHS board of Directors meetings, and 
an NYC specific modeling clinic last 
September. Another clinic is planned for 
this fall, the news of which will be coming 
out shortly.   

The “Flight of the Twentieth Century” was a 
huge success by any measure, combining 
the gifts of donors with the hard work of 
our volunteers.  The benefits of having the 
history of the New York Central Railroad, 
in all forms, be accessible to the 
membership is beyond calculation.   

But there is more to be done.  The 
NYCSHS still has boxes and boxes of 
valuable archival material that need to be 
catalogued and scanned.  More is arriving 
monthly as donations are made.  In 
addition, we have had attractive 
opportunities to purchase personal 
collections that will enhance our records.  
Therefore, the Board has commissioned a 
new campaign, the “Empire State Express,” 
to keep the Society moving forward in its 
goal of bringing the total available history 
of the New York Central alive to the 
membership.  The goal of the “Empire State 
Express” is to raise $40,000, and as before, 
the progress will be tracked, this time 
between New York City and Cleveland.   

As before, the focus for the “Empire State 
Express” funds will be on furthering the 
Society’s mission of making information 
available.  The funds will be used for: 

• Continuing the scanning of historical 
materials 

• Maintaining and improving the IT 
system  

• Acquisition of new materials 
• Expanding the library 
• Displaying object collections, such as 

models, china, silver and memorabilia 
• Coordinating with other railway 

historical societies  
• Expanding the help which we provide 

to members, historians, authors and 
model makers 
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• Support of other NYC related historical 
activities 
 

All contributions will be recognized by 
level and memorialized on a wall plaque 
at the headquarters.   

The contribution levels are found below.   

To make a contribution: 

Send donations by mail: 
 
NYCSHS 
Noel Widdifield, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 328 
Shady Side, MD 20764 
 
Log into the Collinwood Shops and 
donate: 
http://www.nycshs.net/Contributions_c_
185.html 
 
The Membership can be justifiable proud 
all that the Society has accomplished since 
the “Flight of the Twentieth Century Fund” 
made its run from New York to Chicago.  
We urge you to help the Board and 
volunteers to keep the momentum going 
by donating to the “Empire State Express” 
getting it to Cleveland on time! 

AWARD	LEVELS	–	EMPIRE	STATE	
EXPRESS	CAMPAIGN	

1.  $2,500 and up        Locomotive 999 

2.  $1,000 to $2,499               Hudson 5429 

3.  $500 to $999             Observation 
Car Franklin D. Roosevelt 

4.  $250 to $499              Parlor Car 
Herbert H. Lehman 

5.  $100 to $249              Dining Car 
Dewitt Clinton 

6.  $50 to $99          Lounge Car 
Martin Van Buren 

7.  $25 to $49          Chair Car Thomas 
E. Dewey 

8.  Under $25          RPO Car        
Alonzo B. Cornell 

Map of the Empire State Express 
Campaign 

 

The Express still Moving!! 

June 28- 13 Miles West of 

Erie, PH - $34,152.00 
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 
 
Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page, which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 
 
This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 
 
Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 
 
It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

	

	

Download the Instagram app to your 
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 

 



If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS with every purchase you make!! 

We are not 

pushing you 

to buy from 

Amazon, but 

if you do you 

can help the 

NYCSHS with 

every 

purchase you 

make. 
https:// 

erg.amazon.com/ 

NE.\\' YClRK 

(ENTRAL 
SYST[M 

HISTORICAL 
SDCI , INC. 

Customers shop Amazon gives. 

Amazon donates 0.5% of 1he price of eligible AmazonSmile 

lllthases to the claitable Of!)al1izaoons selectlld by our customers. 

Register to receive donations generated by your organization's 

AmazonSmile supporters. 

( Register Now ] 

GetStmed About AmazonSmile Receive OonaOons Sp,ead lhe Word 

• 

, 

I 
--

◄ 

Privacy 

Get Started 

How do 1 register and receive donations for my charitable organization? 
Reg,stering your organization 1s easy. In 0<der lo register and reoelve donations, you must be an ofllcial rep,esantative or an eligible organlzarion, and then 
folow these easy sleps: 

1 Seatch fo< your charitabte organization by name or EIN ,..,mber and then select the o,ganizalion you repms,,nl. Be sure to confirm you are seiecting the 
eo<recl 0<ganization, a s  many charltable organizations have similar names.

2. Cma!e an mganizalo:, admlnistmtor acoount and accepi the AmazonSmile Partlcipation Agreement on behalf of your organization .
3 Vorify yoor omai addross (wo rooommond that yoo uso an email address thal is  associated wtth your charftoblo organization).
�- Sullmrt your organizalion's bank 11COOUnl information.
S. Upload a copy ol a� chool< o r  bank s1alement lo verify your organization's bank aooount informa1lon.

What Is an organ.l:zatlon administrator? 
An OttJ"fflUlion admnislrSlCl< is an offlClal representative of an organ,zalion that has authorlly 10 socess and manage AmazonSmlle program Information oo
behalf or lhoir charilablo organlzatioo. 

Why do y o u  need an emall address ror m y  charrlable organization? 
We require e valid ema� artdross ,;o that we can communicate lmp0<1anl program lnfonnalion In each ragl!IIP.lfld oroanlzatloo. From lime lo 1,me we wiN send

omalls wilh Jnfo<matjon about your orgnnizatlon's donation amounts and lnlonnabon about AmazonSmllo program promoUons. 

Ca.n you mall our organl'zatlon • donation check Instead of sendJng an electronJc funds transfer?
We do not marl donallon - due to Iha e-"•e of oheclc f)<008Ssing and lulOllment. We dislttbule dooaUons using eloctronlc transfer to reduce operational
o-,,ses so wo can dana!D 100% of the funds to ollglblo chontable organizations.

Wru c1.111'lom0-n1· atllJ bo able to  aeloet my charltablo organization If t don'I register? 
Voe Aa long 111 your organizallon la llslod by GuldoStar and moots our ollglbllky cntono. custornore will bo oblG to aoloci your org1111izallon. Howover. n o

dolwlons w,. b,, madrl lo 'j0Ur orgnnlu1ion until you oomploto your lroe raglstrall011 Soo 'Whnt llol)l)flM ii wo do nol ragllltnr .. 'under Roc,ilve Dono1k>no for 
moro lnformAtlon on how donabona ara prc,ooeaod lor orgMlzollono Iha! do not rogiotor and provldo bank oooount lnlormaUon

Whot happens If anolhet perton has already l'OgletorOCI my chafiUtblo 0'9anlutlon and thoy ware n o t  au1horl:tod to  do eo? 
II your Ofl}On!Ubon t\89 boen reglBlered by M unacJlhori>od pe,son plo•ne oonlllc1 us

Contocl th I Amamf\Sml!G Pattidpll.lion Ag1oomunt I Conditions ol UGo I Pflvncy Nallco
CopvoQNO 199o.,..a)19 "-"Wonoom Hit All RlghUI RMIM't'ed
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Article by Bob Chapman       Photos by Bob Except as Noted 

Anchoring NYC’s “south end” was Cincinnati Union Terminal, serving seven railroads including 
B&O, C&O, L&N, N&W, PRR and SR. Completed in 1933, it is regarded as one of the world’s 
premier examples of Art Deco architecture. 

To many New York Central fans, CUT is 
Cleveland Union Terminal, but to a young 
railfan growing up in Cincinnati, my CUT 
was Cincinnati Union Terminal. Its 
architecture was unique, and was 
regarded as one of the world’s outstanding 
examples of the Art Deco style.  

Approaching from a long boulevard, 
CUT’s majestic “world’s largest half-
dome” would command one’s full 
attention. As one drew closer, details 
would emerge – the large clock with hands 

neon-lighted at night, the carefully 
terraced waterfall between the split 
driveways circling in front, and the two 
curved arms extending from the central 
structure, as if welcoming arriving 
travelers in an embrace. 

Upon entering, you would find yourself 
immediately in the rotunda under that 
half-dome. Straight ahead in the floor’s 
center was a circular information booth 
with its lighted digital clocks, a rarity in 
those days. But the show was above, with 
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a lengthy mosaic mural on either side, one 
depicting the history of transportation and 
the other the history of Cincinnati. Best of 
all was the ceiling, with its wonderful 
yellow and orange Art Deco hues curving 
around the dome’s contours in concentric 
half-circles.  

Past the rotunda was the concourse 
spanning CUT’s sixteen platform tracks. 
Along each side were train gates 
designated by track number, spaced by 
more mosaic murals highlighting 
Cincinnati’s industries ranging from soap 
making (Procter & Gamble) to piano 
manufacture (Baldwin). A quick check of 
the arrivals and departures boards would 
show which trains were in the station; the 
choice of a ramp or stairs would lead one 
to trackside.  

CUT was completed in 1933, with 
financing shared equally by its seven 
owning railroads – B&O, C&O, L&N, 
NYC, N&W, PRR, and SR. The project was 
designed as the ultimate railroad 
passenger solution for the city, combining 
five separate railroad-owned facilities into 
one union station, and destroying a 
sizeable local hill to raise all of CUT’s 
trackage by 16 feet to place it above the 
Ohio River’s flood stage. Trackwork and 
an integrated new set of support facilities 
for engine and train servicing were 
meticulously designed to provide a 
capacity for 216 arrivals and departures 
per day – a number approached during 
the war years of World War II.   

CUT in 1954 

As modelers, many of us like to model 
memories, and in my case it should be no 
surprise that I selected Cincinnati in 1954 

as my choice. Not to play favorites, I 
elected to model Cincinnati as a location, 
with all seven of its “fallen flags” 
represented. Cincinnati Union Terminal 
would be the layout’s centerpiece, where 
the seven railroads converged and 
connected.     

CUT was still a vibrant facility in 1954, 
with 82 passenger trains originating or 
terminating, and another six on the B&O 
passing through. Steam could still be 
found on the trains of all the roads except 
the Southern, which had just completed its 
dieselization. CUT’s diesel power was 
colorful, and often diverse with such 
oddballs as Pennsy’s passenger sharks and 
frequent callers from Fairbanks-Morse and 
Alco.  

B&O took top honors with a total of 24 
trains per day, closely followed by NYC 
with 20. 

CUT Arrivals/Departures Summary –1954 

 

This array of trains presents the fun 
challenge of accurately modeling each 
train’s consist with the correct 
arrangement of head-end cars, coaches, 
sleepers, diner, and lounge. In a few cases 
consists were purchased, but in many 
cases getting the exact cars needed 
required construction of “craftsman kits,” 
kitbashing, or scratchbuilding.  With this 
approach I’ve been able to model most of 
Cincinnati’s premier passenger trains, and 
am well along on representatives of the 
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secondary trains and locals. No – I’ll not 
be modeling all 88 trains! 

The model CUT offers some fun operating 
possibilities. Connecting trains of different 
roads would swap sleepers, head-end cars 
would be switched to mail and express 
facilities, consists would need to be 
turned, and locomotives serviced. Our 
NYC-focused article here will point out 
some of these possibilities. 

The NYC in CUT – 1954 

NYC’s train board in 1954 listed an 
impressive 20 trains. 

 

Part of the fun of modeling a union station 
such as CUT is discovering which trains 
were in the terminal at the same time. For 
example, the Central’s and Pennsy’s 
flagships, the Ohio State Limited and the 
Cincinnati Limited, arrived from the north 
virtually side by side at 8:30 a.m. And 
there were handoffs, such as sleeper 
exchanges between NYC’s Chicago trains 
and C&O’s named fleet.   

For the remainder of the article, we’ll show 
an hour-by-hour look at NYC’s passenger 
train activity, with representative 
locomotives and consists, as they might 
have existed in 1954. As we do this, we’ll 
try to capture some of the shared-trackage 

fun of the other trains in the terminal at 
the same time as the NYC activity. We’ve 
done some heavy saving of our youthful 
allowance and loaded our camera with 
Kodachrome 10 – let’s go!  

Scratchbuilt from original architect’s 
elevations, the model CUT serves as the 
centerpiece for Bob’s layout. 

The front arch takes shape, scratchbuilt 
from styrene sheet and strips.  

 

The neon-lit hands of CUT’s iconic 16-foot 
clock keep travelers on time; on the model, 
the time is always 10:10….   
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Above the model’s marquee are 1452 
windowpanes, the same as the prototype. 
Sheer luck! 

 

Even the platform’s umbrella roof supports 
were Art Deco. CUT’s 16 tracks were 
selectively compressed to the model’s eight 
due to space constraints. Sadly, that’s not the 
layout’s scenery. 

 

6:45 a.m. 

In the photo (left) (6:45 am) the first trains 
of the morning at CUT are NYC’s Ohio 
Special (#309) on Track 4 from Detroit and 
PRR’s Columbus-Cincinnati St. Louisan 
connection (#33/203) on Track 5 from 
New York, both arriving at 6:45 a.m. 
Arriving on Track 3 a bit early vs. its 7:55 
scheduled arrival is B&O’s Detroit local 
#57, headed by dark blue President-class 
P-7c 4-6-2 #5308. By 1954, much of NYC’s 
steam power had moved west to run out 
its remaining miles on the Big Four. While 
NYC’s premier trains at CUT usually rated 
diesel power, steam was still king for 
many of NYC’s lesser passenger trains 
calling at Cincinnati. Hudsons were 
common, but it was not unusual to see a 
Mohawk or Niagara on the lowliest of 
locals. Today #309 is headed by J-1d 
#5280, while Pennsy’s St. Louisan sports a 
pair of passenger-equipped RS3’s (once 
photographed through the morning fog in 
surprising reality by the author).  

7:00 a.m. 

Arriving on Track 3 close on the heels of 
B&O local #57 is NYC’s Midnight Special 
(#417) from Cleveland, powered today by 
L-4b Mohawk #3135. Sandwiching her on 
Track 2 is N&W’s Pocahontas, a bit early 
from Norfolk against her scheduled 7:05 
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arrival. Heading “the Pokey” is 4-8-4 #611, 
of later steam excursion fame.   

7:15 a.m.  
We’ll dash to the other end of the platform 
to catch a celebrity in our midst – it’s 
NYC’s first J-3a “Super Hudson,” #5405! 
In earlier years often found leading the 
Central’s limiteds, she has now migrated 
west to the Big Four, heading secondary 
passenger trains and locals as needed. 
Here she heads #438/410, a train with two 
numbers but no name arriving from 
Chicago on Track 4. Next door on Track 5 
is B&O’s National Limited departing for 
Washington D.C., and on Track 6 PRR’s 
Southland just arriving from Chicago.   

 
8:20 a.m. 

A lull in NYC activity allowed time for a 
wakeup cup of coffee and donut at CUT’s 
cafeteria prior to 8:20 a.m. Arriving 
virtually side-by-side a bit early vs. their 
8:30 schedule are two of CUT’s New York 
to Cincinnati flagships – NYC’s Ohio State 
Limited (#16) on Track 2, and Pennsy’s 
Cincinnati Limited (#41) on Track 3. Despite 
their identical arrival times, Pennsy’s 
limited has made the trip 1:25 faster by 
virtue of its shorter route across the 
Alleghenies. Both trains feature matched 
consists, NYC’s in gleaming stainless, and 
Pennsy’s in conservative Tuscan red. On 
Track 4 headed by E7 #790 is L&N’s 
Flamingo (#18) from Atlanta; having 
unloaded its passengers, a quick photo 
grabs its motive power before being 
removed for servicing. Revving up on 
Track 6 for its 8:30 departure is Pennsy’s 
Red Bird (#215), headed by Phase 2 E7 
#5840 for its sprint to Chicago. CUT’s 
dispatchers were kept busy by 14 trains 
between 8:00 and 9:00 – a wonderful 
morning rush hour at CUT!   

8:30 a.m. 

A quick walk to the other end of the 
platform allows a check of the motive 
power. E8 #4050 (classed on the Central as 
DPA-5) leads the Ohio State Limited, with 
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Pennsy’s Cincinnati Limited by another E8 
set (classed EP22 on the Pennsy). Adding 
to the excitement is NYC’s premier 
Cincinnati-Chicago train, the James 
Whitcomb Riley, replacing the Flamingo on 
Track 4. Scheduled for an 8:30 departure, 
the Riley is headed by E7 (DPA-1) #4020. 
On Track 6 is a glimpse of Pennsy’s Red 
Bird, departing for Chicago. Any city 
would be delighted with this lineup!  

 

  
8:45 a.m. 

 

It’s the morning rush hour peak, and all 
tracks are busy with arrivals and 
departures. On Track 2 is B&O’s 
Metropolitan Special headed north to New 
York, and on Track 3 the Southern’s Royal 
Palm headed south to Jacksonville (and on 
to Miami courtesy of FEC). Next on Track 
4 is NYC’s Cleveland Special (#426), headed 
by once-proud Niagara #6008. Now 
running out her final miles, her routine 
maintenance has become minimal, and her 
cosmetic maintenance non-existent.  

 
9:00 a.m. 

Moving to Track 5, we see NYC’s Queen 
City (#312) awaiting her departure to the 
Motor City with class L-3a Mohawk #3014 
on the point. Also with a 9:00 departure is 
L&N’s New Orleans-bound flagship the 
Pan-American next door on Track 6, and on 
Track 7, a bit early for its scheduled 9:15 
arrival from Washington D.C., C&O’s 
Sportsman.    

9:30 a.m. 

Ready on Track 6 for its 9:30 departure to 
Chicago is #415, the Chicago Special. NYC’s 
Chicago trains departed south from CUT, 
but immediately headed west along the 
Ohio River, then north toward the Windy 
City. Heading the Special today is J-1e 
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#5328. Next door on Track 7 is the consist 
of C&O’s Sportsman, just in from 
Washington D.C.   

12:45 p.m. 

What’s this? An anachronism on Track 6! 
Back from a lunch break at the cafeteria 
during CUT’s midday lull, and what has 
shown up but NYC’s Aerotrain, two years 
early for its 1956 system-wide 
barnstorming tour including a Cincinnati 
stop. Borrowing styling from the Pontiacs 
of the era, GM’s Aerotrain sought to 
revolutionize short-haul daylight 
passenger service with speed and airline-
type amenities (yes, in those days airline 
amenities were a good thing). The reality 
was less than successful. The modified 
bus-body cars were rough riding, noisy, 
and unpopular, and NYC’s Chicago-
Cleveland Aerotrain service was short-
lived, curtailed before the end of the year. 
As our Aerotrain enjoys its brief shining 
moment at CUT, an H-7e rumbles past 
with an L&N transfer run on the freight 
line.      

1:45 p.m. 

In comes #421, the Cincinnati Mercury, 
headed by a 4800 horsepower pair of 
Fairbanks-Morse CPA-24-5’s (Central class 
DPA-6). The two F-M’s and their consist 
will need prompt servicing in CUT’s 
support facilities for their 3:30 p.m. return 
trip departure to Cleveland.  

2:00 p.m. 

With only one other movement between 
now and 3:30 p.m. (the arrival of C&O’s 
FFV), we’ll follow the Mercury consist 
through its tour of CUT’s facilities. 
Originally modified by NYC’s Beech 
Grove shops in 1936 from heavyweight 
commuter coaches for Cleveland-Detroit 
service, the train moved to a daytime 
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roundtrip schedule between Cincinnati 
and Cleveland in the early 1950s. Here, 
one of CUT’s ex-NYC 0-6-0’s couples to 
the Mercury’s iconic observation. Sadly, 
the 0-6-0’s were gone by 1951, replaced by 
CUT’s unique 750 horsepower diesel 
switchers from Lima-Hamilton, but 
modeler’s license brings #6 back to 1954 
for one last curtain call. 

 

2:15 p.m. 

With a mid-day lull at CUT, we’ll hop a 
trolley bus for the short ride to CUT’s 
locomotive servicing facility. CUT’s 
roundhouse and locomotive ready tracks 
form a perfect circular template for CUT’s 
turning loop, where our little 0-6-0 will 
turn the Cincinnati Mercury consist. CUT’s 
locomotive facility was a fascinating place, 
where one could find locomotives from six 
of CUT’s seven railroads (all but SR) 
intermingled in a colorful array.   

2:30 p.m. 
Taking a spin on CUT’s turntable is 
Hudson #5405. She has already had her 
ashpans cleaned, lubricants topped, and 
inspection completed. After a stop at the 
coal dock and water plug to top off her 
fuel and water, she’ll be ready for her 3:30 
departure with the Sycamore to Chicago. 

3:30 p.m. 
Having been serviced, J-3a #5405 returns 
to head the Sycamore (#405) for its 3:30 
departure for Chicago on Track 5. The 
Cincinnati Mercury (#424) consist has made 
it through its fast turnaround as 
scheduled, and awaits its departure to 
Cleveland on Track 3, while a C&O sleeper 
reposes on Track 6. 
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3:30 p.m.  

A quick dash to the north end of the 
platform yields a surprise; the set of CPA-
24-5’s will not return to Cleveland with the 
Cincinnati Mercury. Word on the street 
(platform) indicates a problem with one of 
the units, not unheard of with the touchy 
F-M power plant. In their place is L-4b 
#3135, heading back to Cleveland from its 
early morning arrival; the Mercury will be 
in good hands.     

4:15 p.m. 

Poised for her 4:15 departure from Track 3 
is the Ohio State Limited, headed again by 
E8 #4050 for the return trip; in sixteen 
hours she’ll be pulling into New York’s 
Grand Central Terminal. In the 

background is one of CUT’s unique 750 
horsepower switchers from Lima-
Hamilton.  

   
5:35 p.m. 

Somehow eluding the mass retirement of 
the class, K-5b 4-6-2 #4937 makes an 
appearance with a hand-me-down 
Hudson tender on NYC’s Cincinnati Special 
(#416), just in from Chicago; the K-5’s 
were common power into CUT in the 30s-
40s, but were quite rare at this late date. 
Next door on Track 4 is a celebrity – EA 
#51, America’s first slant-nosed E-unit, 
heading B&O’s National Limited (#2) for its 
5:55 p.m. departure for New York.  

 
6:05 p.m.  

In from Detroit is #303, the Queen City, 



A NYCS Day at Cincinnati Union Terminal	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 45	

(photo previous page lower right) headed 
by L-3b #3048. Don’t let that footboard 
pilot fool you – the L3b’s could be pressed 
into passenger service as needed in NYC 
final steam years. Flanking her on Track 4 
is a dark blue B&O President-class Pacific 
with B&O local #233 just in from 
Pittsburgh, and on Track 2 C&O’s George 
Washington poised to leave at 6:15 for 
Washington D.C. To the left on Track 5 is 
#233’s competitor, Pennsy’s 
Pittsburgh/New York accommodation 
#55/205, the Gotham Limited.  

7:00 p.m.  

We’re losing light fast, but we’ll stay to 
photograph one last train, #433, the 
Cleveland-Cincinnati Special (why not – 
Central had already used Cleveland Special 
and Cincinnati Special names for other 
trains!) On the point is de-streamlined 
Twentieth-Century Limited Hudson #5450, 
still with her Scullin disc drivers, “Selkirk” 
boiler face, and pedestal tender. Just 
uncoupled from her consist is L&N Pacific 
#245, just in a bit early from New Orleans 
with an unnamed local proudly sporting 
#1 as her train number. 

 

Epilogue 

With daylight failing, the Kodachrome 
nearly exhausted, and stomach grumbling, 
we’ll say farewell to CUT. We’ll sadly miss 
the Central’s night trains – Carolina Special 
(from Chicago, 8:50 p.m.), James Whitcomb 
Riley (from Chicago, 11:00 p.m.), Night 
Special (to Cleveland, 11:00 p.m.), 
#443/437 (to Chicago, 11:15 p.m.) and 
Michigan Special (to Detroit, 11:30 p.m.) It’s 
been a good day.    

Appendix 

Following is a list of NYC model 
locomotives photographed for the article. 
Each of the prototype classes was known 
to have visited CUT during (or adjacent to) 
the period represented. The models were 
painted and weathered by the author.  

 

Bob has an article on his layout, 
“Modeling Passenger Terminal 
Operations” on pages 44 – 47 in the April 
2019 edition of Railroad Model Craftsman. 
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Article by Rev. Roland F. 
Walters, O.F.M. 

  Photos by Seth Lakin Except as Noted 

The unusual “bump out” is the trademark 
of the Otis, Indiana passenger station.  It 
was built into the Southeast corner of the 
station so that station personnel could see 
trains approaching on either the Monon or 
New York Central routes at the 
interchange.  The interlocking tower was a 
short walk away from the station.

The crossing of the NYC and the Monon at 
Otis, Indiana sat this depot with an 
octagonal operator’s bay window in the 
corner, which is the inspiration of the model.  
Eleven gentlemen pose outside the depot in 
1910. Photo Mike Fleming Collection. 

The title of the article is a misnomer.  What 
I have built is not an exact model of the 
station.  When I began the build, I was not 
an experienced researcher (and still a 
neophyte in that area) and had only 
photographs from which to work. 

When I agreed to scratch build a model of 
the Otis, Indiana passenger station, it was 
to sit on the HO scale layout of the Porter 
County Model Railroad Club layout in 
Valparaiso, Indiana. Since agreeing to 
build the station, the club has moved 
twice. 

 

The spot on the layout where the station 
was to sit required that the “bump out” be 
relocated to the West side of the station.  I 
had only photographs of the station from 
which to work.  I copied several pages 
from a book from the Morning Sun 
Trackside series, which contained photos 
of the station.  I have found other photos 
of the station one of which appears to go 
back to the early 1900s, from the look of 
the clothing. 

The station is test fitted on the layout of the 
Porter County Model Railroad Club. A NYC 
E7 leads a passenger train across the diamond 
and nears the bump out operators bay of the 
station.   

Without any information about the length 
and width of the station, I began to layout 
the walls of the station on graph paper, 
using information of another station I 
found in my collection of model railroad 
stuff.  Laying out the “bump out” was the 
hardest part, but with determination, I was 
able to draft it.  Then I simply “flipped” 
the drawing to put it on the opposite end 
of its trackside location. 
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I was not able to determine what the 
North side of the station looked like, so I 
did not model it. Using the photographs 
and a magnifying glass, I was able to see 
the type of windows and doors the station 
had.  No model manufacturer has 
produced the same windows and doors, 
but I was able to find similar windows and 
doors from Grandt Line, but the cornices 
for the top of the windows and doors was 
something I could not duplicate with my 
skills.  I could not see what kind of freight 
door the station had, so I used a Grandt 
Line 5080 baggage door with the transom 
removed. 

The next difficult part for me was trying to 
get the roof of the station right.  After 
constructing the shell, where the corner 
“bump out” meets the roof did not match 
the roofline, leaving several gaps between 
the wall and the roof.   

 

A Monon BL2, a redetailed Proto 2000 model 
crosses the diamond. The bump out bay 
window allows the operator to look down 
both railroads at the crossing.   

As a Roman Catholic priest, I received no 
classes in drafting in high school, and have 
only my classes in math to support my 
efforts.  Although the station did not have 

trim under the eaves of the roof, my model 
has it in order to hide the gaps where the 
“bump out” walls meet the roof. 

The chimney of the station extends a good 
2 or 3 feet above the roof’s ridge, but I did 
not have a chimney in my collection of 
chimneys that length.  The one that I had 
which was close to that length had a 
Victorian style flare at its top, which does 
not match the chimney in the photos.  I 
regret that the draft created by such a 
short chimney may create a smoky work 
area for the HO passengers and workers. 

I could not see exactly what the roof 
supports looked like.  I found some laser 
cut roof supports from American Model 
Builders (#338) designed for the Santa Fe 
railroad passenger station, which had the 
right pitch.  I could not count the number 
of roof supports that the Otis station had 
because of the nature of the photos I had 
available.  Given the length of the station 
in my design, each side has six supports. 

 

An impromptu baseball game appears to be 
taking place in this 1918 photo on the west 
side of the depot. Photo Mike Fleming 
Collection. 
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The walls are Evergreen #4543 Board & 
Batten .100” spacing .040” thick sheet 
styrene. Although from the few color 
photos that I had access to, the station 
looks like it was painted white with some 
dark colored trim, I painted the model in 
two shades of gray.  I no longer have the 
bottles of paint, so I cannot say which 
brand they were or what exact color they 
are. 

The roof is cut from a plastic “For Sale” 
sign .020” thick, which I purchased from 
either Lowes or Home Depot.  I added 
shake shingles from Walker Model 
Service, which no longer exists.  I 
understand that Oregon Rail Supply now 
sells them.  
http://www.oregonrail.com/ I paid less 
than $10.00 for them, but they are now 
about 3 times that amount.  The shingles 
were of three different dye lots of a kind of 
gray-brown styrene, so I painted the 
shingles with a mix of grey, tan and brown 
acrylic paint.  The building is not 
weathered because I did not want to learn 
weathering on a model that was going on 
someone else’s layout.  I don’t have much 
experience with weathering that is not 
alcohol and India ink. 

An operator is stationed inside the bump out 
as an NYC E8 comes to a stop at the station. 

Because the “bump out” has so many 
windows, one of which I kit-bashed from 
one of the Grandt Line windows, I scratch-
built a desk and put a figure behind it on a 
scratch-built chair.  I did not construct the 
building for interior lighting, but rather 
than see nothing when looking through 
the window, the model at least looks 
occupied. 

After completing the shell of the building 
and moving several times in the last 
seventeen years, I was able to return to the 
roof.  As I reacquainted myself with the 
photos, I realized something did not look 
right about the shell I had completed.  It 
eventually came to me that it was too long. 
Most of the photos of the station are ¾ 
view photos from either the East or West 
side of the station, so it is not easy to 
figure what the length of the building was.  
I am not a draftsman and not very 
experienced in railroad research, so 
perhaps I could have found information in 
the Library of Congress or from another 
source.  

 

This 1906 Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
photo looks east along the Lake Shore.  The 
Chicago, Indianapolis & Louisville; later 
known as the Monon Railroad crosses the 
Lake Shore just behind the interlocking tower 
on the right with the depot to the left of the 
Lake Shore tracks. Mike Fleming Collection 



1:87.1 Scale Model of the Otis Indiana Passenger Station	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 49	

Even a representation of the station from 
an insurance map would have told me that 
the length of the station from East to West 
was wrong. But the shell is finished, and 
so is the roof.  I just don’t have the heart to 
cut a section out of each in order to fix the 
problem. 

Using Google Earth, I was able to find the 
original location of the interlocking tower 
and station, but there is nothing there 
today.  There is no evidence of the Monon 
crossing where the station and tower once 
stood.  There is a spur or siding that ends 
where the station may have stood.  The 
photo copies I have do not show such a 
spur or siding, though a couple of the 
photos that I have indicate that there was a 
crossover East of the station between the 
two main line tracks which is not evident 
in Google Earth.  A bridge for a local road 
over the I-80 toll road south of where the 
station stood and just west of an exit from 
the toll road seems to be where the Monon 
route used to run. 

 

This is a close up shot of the E-8 passing the 
end of the station. This photo clearly shows 
the “bump up” window that is the trademark 
of this station.  

 

2020 NYCSHS Convention 

May 15 – 17, 2020 

Holiday Inn Cleveland South 

 

Watch NYCSHS Website for details 
coming soon!!!  WWW.NYCSHS.org 
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NYCSHS Announces a New Exciting Book 

Silver Rails 
Through the Heart of the Park 

New York Central Railroad’s Adirondack Division 
By John Taibi

 
This book is a comprehensive history of the Adirondack 
Division of the New York Central Railroad. 

 

 
The book provides 800 pages of history of the railroad, towns, 
industries, and people found along the Adirondack Division 
of the New York Central. There are 1720 images of the 
Adirondack Division with 442 of them in color. 

 
 
 

  
• MSRP $114.95 plus $12.00 S&H. (Shipping higher to Canada, Mexico, & overseas - Contact us for 

shipping cost) - Ohio residents add 8% tax. 
• Members’ price $91.96 plus $12.00 S&H (20% off MSRP) - Ohio residents add 8% tax. 
• All proceeds go to the NYCSHS. 
• A very limited quantity of numbered and signed copies available at $250 plus $12.00 shipping. 
• Very limited run and no reprints. 
• Order the book in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at www.NYCSHS.net. 
• Or send completed order form and check or money order to address below.  
                       

ORDER FORM      Order Now and Don’t Miss Out on This Book!! 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________   
           
City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________  
 
Country:______________________________Zip/Mail Code:_________________________________  
  
NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ____________# of Copies__________ 
Amount Enclosed:_______For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 
Mail to:  NYCSHS Silver Rails, P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 

 

This	book	celebrates	the	past	operation	of	 the	
New	 York	 Central’s	 Adirondack	 Division	 (as	
well	as	portions	of	the	Ogdensburg	and	Ottawa	
Divisions)	 and	 the	 current	 service	 being	
provided	 by	 the	 Adirondack	 Scenic	 Railroad	
into,	through,	and	out	of	the	Adirondack	Park.	
	
During	 railroading’s	 historic	 times,	 the	 New	
York	 Central	 and	 its	 forebears	 maintained	
service	over	 271.09	miles	 from	Herkimer	and	
Utica	 to	 Remsen,	 and	 on	 to	 Tupper	 Lake	 and	
Lake	Clear	 junctions,	Lake	Placid,	Malone,	and	
Adirondack	Junction	from	which	Montreal	was	
reached	via	 the	Canadian	 Pacific	Railway.	The	
present	 ASRR	 schedules	 provide	 for	 trains	 to	
run	 over	 only	 about	 a	 third	 of	 the	 Central’s	
lengthy	 territory,	 yet	 the	 Park	 has	 remained	
the	 formidable	 constant,	 maintaining	 its	 vast	
forests,	breathtaking	mountains,	and	powerful	
waterways	 for	 rail	 travelers	 to	 admire	 and	
contemplate	today	as	in	the	past.	



	 51	

ORDER FORM     Silver Rails Through the Heart of the Park 

 

Name:__________________________________Phone#______________________________________ 

 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

              

City and State/Province:_______________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Country:_____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________ 

  

  

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:_______________  Ohio residents add 8% sales tax.  

 

For additional information contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Mail to:   
NYCSHS, Silver Rails  
P.O. Box 328, Shady Side, MD 20764 
 

Single Book Prices 
NYCSHS   Non-Member           Shipping               Ohio 
Member   Price    Cost  Sales Tax 
$91.96    $114.95    $12.00     8% 
 

Limited Edition Signed Copy 
Members price & non-member price: $250 plus $12.00 S&H – Ohio residents add 8% Ohio Sales 

Tax ($20.96) 

Dealer	Inquires	Welcome	at	NYCSHS@verizon.net	
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Article by Ed Enyedy       Photos by Ed Except as Noted 
The centerpiece of my 1933 layout is the 
Alfred H. Smith Memorial Bridge, 
spanning a 10-foot valley on the lower 
portion of a two level layout.   

The bridge is a long-term project with the 
viaduct deck and two main trusses 
finished at this time.  I was thrilled to read 
Carl Liba’s Schodack Shortcut in the 3rd 
quarter 2018 Central Headlight, and it was 
in his article where I first learned about 
SM Tower.  SM Tower is located at the east 
end of the bridge and directed rail traffic 
from the bridge south along the Hudson 
or east to the Boston and Albany.  It was 
constructed in 1922-1924 as part of the 
Castleton Cutoff project.  Adding SM 
Tower would enhance the layout’s 
authenticity.  

SM Tower early in its life, with a train soon 
to cross the bridge.  (NYCSHS collection)

By 1967, the building was in disrepair.  
(NYCSHS collection) 

With the upper floor removed and a new roof, 
it would be hard to guess the building’s 
original purpose if you saw it today. (Photo 
by JerseyMike) 

Last year, I scratchbuilt QD Tower at 
Collinwood in preparation for showing 
my layout during the 2018 convention.   
Brick sheet from The N-Scale Architect 
was applied over .080” thick styrene walls, 
the windows were left over from a 
Walthers Northern Power Light kit and 
the peel and stick laser cut shingles came 
from Minuteman.  My plan was to 
scratchbuild SM Tower too when David 
Mackay suggested adapting the Lines East 
Tower kit sold by the NYCSHS. 

QD Tower stands guard at the west end of 
Collinwood.   
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A scratchbuilt model of QD Tower.  

   

The SM is similar in appearance to DU, 
with the primary difference being the 
mirrored construction and three windows 
on the ground floor instead of four. 
Instructions included with the kit are 
detailed with many photos, so this article 
will focus on where I deviated from the 
original plan.   Only a few new parts are 
required to build a mirrored version of the 
kit – new brick front  (L1BB) and end walls 
(L2BB and L4BB) for the ground floor and 
scribing the back wall for the upper floor.  

 

The back wall is original to the kit.  New front and end walls were made slightly longer to overlap 
at the corners. 

For the ground floor, I cut new brick walls using material leftover from the QD tower project 
and used the wood walls as templates.   Deviating from the instructions, I sized the brick 
walls to be extra long, extending over the wood backing and assembled the wood core first.  
As each brick wall was then secured, the corners were trimmed to get a tighter fit.    I 
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prepared the ground floor wall with three 
windows instead of four.  Something 
seemed off with the proportions but I 
couldn’t put my finger on it. 

When I began to assemble the upper front 
wall  (L5) with all the windows I 
discovered why the proportions were 
incorrect.   DU Tower has 13 windows 
across the front, whereas SM has 11 
windows, two of which are covered over.   
If the tower is only mirrored, all of the 
slots and tabs function as originally 
designed.   Shortening the front and back 
walls meant many of the tabs would no 
longer align.  It is best to remove the 
length from a place in the middle of the 
upper front wall (L5), since each end of the 
wall is thicker.   Extra length of the back 
wall is best removed at the chimney.  
Armed with the photos online and the 
many pictures included with the 
instructions, I took the plunge to make an 
11 window tower.   It meant disassembling 
the ground floor front wall, reducing the 
length, carving a new coal chute hole, and 
piecing it back together again.  

The standard kit has 13 windows on the upper 
floor. 

An important note is the ground floor wall 
(L1BB) is longer than the upper wall (L5).  
Measure the offset by referencing ground 

floor’s ceiling (F1).  I realized this too late 
and compensated by trimming the width 
at the ends of the upper wall.   Since I was 
no longer using the tabs and slots, I filled 
in the slots of the ground floor’s ceiling  
(F1) with epoxy and then sanded it 
smooth, and likewise trimmed off the 
mating tabs on the upper floor walls.  

Splice the upper floor in the middle if 
shortening the tower. Make the ground floor 
longer than the upper floor. 

 Part 1 

 

Basic upper and ground floors assembled. 
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From this point forward, the kit assembled 
similarly to the instructions and parts were 
cut to size as appropriate.  I applied the 
trim first to the back wall and then to the 
front wall.  I had no pictures of the 
backside and followed the trim 
arrangement per DU Tower.   After 
applying the trim to the front, I speculated 

only one set of middle window trim blocks 
should have been applied instead of two 
and the upper vent should have been 
centered in the wall.   I did not assemble 
the inner supports for the upper floor, 
allowing for a few minor interior details to 
be added.  

I’m pleased with the overall result, especially as this was my first time constructing a laser 
cut wood kit.   I was impressed with the accuracy of the parts.  As always, study lots of 
photos when modeling a specific prototype and you’ll have fewer detours than me.  The 
Lines East Kit is a good structure that can be adapted to represent many towers.

 

The finished tower in a temporary location on my layout.  It was painted with acrylics and 
weathered with acrylic and chalks. 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We 
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, 
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and 
art prints -- all with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos, this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood 
Shop”. Join using the application on page  57 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 



New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2019 New Membership Application 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00 

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $50.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society.

These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 

Membership runs January 1 to December 31.

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

 

Please fill in all blanks. 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

9 Digit Zip________________________    

Country if outside U.S.A. _______________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

 Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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New York Central System 

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2019 Membership Renewal Form 

Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00 

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00 

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00 

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00 

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $50.00 

Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------- $ --0-- 

Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------ $40.00 

Options: 

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00 

Sustaining Member * ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00 

TOTAL $____________  _ 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be

acknowledged in Central Headlight.  Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.

Membership runs January 1 to December 31.
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
 

Please fill in all blanks.  ****  Membership #_________________ 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

9 Digit Zip________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

Country if outside U.S.A. _______________________________________________________________ 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes     No 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties. 
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Article by Hugh Guillaume          Photos by Hugh 
Hugh sent us pictures of the seventeen kit-
built HO scale NYC freight cars that he 
assembled for use on his model railroad. 
His layout is the Andover Junction 
railroad, which is loosely based on the 
NYC Oil City Branch in northwestern 
Pennsylvania.  The pictures were taken in 
front of the depot at Andover.  Over the 
years he has built some other resin kits but 
sold them quite a while ago and did not 
photograph any of them.  This collection 
does not, therefore, include every resin kit 
of an NYC prototype ever offered.  It is 

simply a collection of resin freight cars that 
Hugh thought would be appropriate for 
his model railroad, which is set in the 1953 
time period.  There are no locomotives, 
rolling stock or vehicles on his layout any 
newer than 1953. 
 
So this is a photo journey providing us 
with some models from the not too distant 
past, but of resin models that required 
some expert skills to assemble, paint, 
letter, and weather. 

 
NYC Raised Side 1 ½ Door Auto Boxcar. Lot 440B    Sunshine kits were cast resin craftsman kits for 
specific freight cars. Most were cast as flat kits with sides, ends, roof, and underframe as separate 
pieces. Some newer kits were Quick-kits with the sides and ends cast as a single piece. Kits are no 
longer available. 
 
During the 1920s the NYC reached back to 
the era of government control during WW-
1 and began to purchase USRA design 
steel boxcars. These featured many design 
elements that would become standard 
ARA designs of the future. These included 

straight center sill, sectional all steel roof, 
and Murphy corrugated ends.  And to 
serve the auto trade they created cars with 
a door and a half opening. However, as car 
sizes increased these autocars quickly 
became obsolete. 
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Lot 435H Westerfield 2154 Operating Era: 1923-1965. Pittsburgh, McKeesport & Youghiogheny. The 
United States Railway Administration confiscated the railroads in December 1917. It prepared 
designs for standard freight cars. The 70-ton hopper design was not produced but NYC and C&O did 
so in the 1920`s to the tune of over 20,000 cars. Produced with a center clamshell hopper, these were 
replaced by saw tooth ones in the late 1930wers. NYC received 13,800 cars, 9,000 of which were 
lettered for the parent road. Kits are still available. 

Lot 441G Westerfield 1201	Operating Era: 1915-1975. The 46' long gondolas were delivered with tight 
floor and drop ends. In 1930 some of the converted cars were given 100-ton trucks. These were used to 
carry bulk cement containers. Kits are no longer available. 
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Lot 723G Sunshine 5.1 52’6” WW II Emergency Gondola. During WW II the military needs for steel 
took priority for the available supplies.  By reviewing earlier composite car building practices the 
A.A.R. design team found a way to stretch available steel.  They replace the sheet steel with wood in 
the less critical load bearing parts of the steel car designs.  The steel sidewalls were replaced with 
wood in the sidewalls.  They used 2 3/8” wood planking that was 9 ¼” wide for the walls. They 
created a truss of diagonal and vertical ribs in place of the all steel side.  Kits are no longer 
available. 

Lot 614B   Des Plaines Valley 1916-12. These 40’ 6” wood side with steel underframes were built in 
the Campbell Street & East Buffalo shops between 1930 – 1933. They were in service from 1936 – 1949 
on the NYC.  Kits are no longer available. 
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Lot 614B 

 

 

Lot 440B Westerfield 3001 Operating Era: 1922-1967. New York Central, Michigan Central. A 
variation of the USRA steel boxcar design, NYC purchased 4,000 auto cars for its Michigan Central 
subsidiary from AC&F and Standard Steel in 1922-23. Many of the cars had their smaller doors 
permanently closed in the early 1930`s as the Great Depression diminished the market for autos. 
They were renumbered into NYC series but looked the same as before. The smaller door was stenciled 
"single door car". By January 1944, 389 cars were so converted. It is not known if the cars retained 
the small door into the 1950's, but no evidence to the contrary exists. Kits are no longer available. 
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Lot 275B Rensselaer RPI #5, 36’ wood with steel underframe. 2000 were built and used from 1912 – 
1950. Kits are no longer available. 

Lot 418B Des Plaines Valley 1916-12 40’7” all steel Auto boxcar.  1000 were built and used from 1921 
– 1958. Various cars in lots 418-B reclassified as regular boxcars and renumbered starting in 1940. 
Kits are no longer available from Des Plaines. 
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Lot 364B Des Plaines Valley 1916-11. 40’6” wood with steel underframe auto boxcar.  1250 were built 
for MCRR and NYC and used from 1918 – 1946. Come cars converted to standard boxcars. Kits are no 
longer available from Des Plaines. 

Lot 386B Westerfield 3808. USRA 40’ Double Sheathed Boxcar. Operating Era: 1918-1970. The United 
States Railway Administration took over the railroads in December 1917 in an attempt to ease the 
freight car shortage. As part of the program it designed standard cars, had them built and assigned 
them to the various railroads. 24,500 double-sheathed cars were built beginning in late 1918 and 
assigned to 25 roads. Too late to aid in the war effort, the design set a standard for the following 
decade.  Kits are available. 



Hugh’s NYCS Freight Car Models From the Past	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 65	

        
Lot 669B   Westerfield 7953. Operating Era: 1916-1964. Built for New York Central, Michigan 
Central, Canada Southern. NYC designed its first installation of all steel house cars to compete with 
the Pennsy's X25. The NYC 1916 design comprised 6,500 cars from three car builders with three 
known physical variations, installed on both NYC and Michigan Central. The first delivery, 500 cars 
in the MC 99500-99999 series had a full end door and somewhat different door hardware from all 
other deliveries. The doors were taller, the large tack board was off center, a door pull was on the 
small door and the door track was thinner.  The remaining 6,000 cars had a tight "A" end and 
differed from one another only in the style of trucks and the position and number of doorstops.  Kits 
are available. 

Lot 
657B  Sunshine 64.1. These cars were rebuilt from wood cars.  From 1936 – 1939 the NYC created 8 
panel steel sided, 10’ inside height cars and retained the original underframes and ends. They 
retained their indented Murphy ends with 3/7/7 corrugations and substantial fishbelly underframes. 
Grab irons were used rather than ladders on the cars. Operated 1936 – 1964 Kits are no longer 
available. 
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Lot 803B  Westerfield 2901 USRA produced standard freight car designs to ease the freight car 
shortage. The steel boxcar design was never built but NYC used the design throughout the 1920s as 
their basic design. In the early 1940s the door was braced by an additional steel plate. AB brakes 
were added about this time and in the 1960s a protective plate was added on the side sill next to the 
triple valve. Operating Era 1921-1968. Kits are still available. 

   
Lot 489B   Westerfield 2951. 40’6” all steel boxcar. Built for the NYC by ACF starting in 1924, there 
were 2000 built. They operated on the NYC from 1924 – 1967. Kits are still available.  
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Lot 440B Westerfield 3002 NYC purchased 4,000 auto cars for its Michigan Central subsidiary from 
AC&F and Standard Steel in 1922-23. Many of the cars had their smaller doors permanently closed 
in the early 1930s as the Great Depression diminished the market for autos. They were renumbered 
into NYC series but looked the same as before. Operated on the NYC 1941 – 1968. Kits are still 
available. 

Lot 386B   Westerfield 3856. 40’6” Double Sheathed Steel underframe boxcar. USRA designed 
standard cars, had them built and assigned them to the various railroads. 24,500 double-sheathed 
cars were built beginning in late 1918 and assigned to 25 roads. The NYC had 250 of these cars and 
operated them from 1925 – 1952.  Kits are still available. 
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Much of the reference information for these cars came from Internet searches using the three 
websites listed below. 

References:   

Westerfield Models - http://www.westerfieldmodels.com/ 

Sunshine Models - https://www.sunshinekits.com/ 

Canadian Southern Railway - http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/home.htm 

 

From Hugh: Horoshi Mizuno, the owner of Microcast Mizuno in Japan, built one more NYC Hudson 
model, an HO scale J1a, road number 5200, the very first NYC Hudson.  He brought the model to the 
USA in 1985, hoping an importer would order a full production run.  When he realized this would 
not happen he sold the model to a collector.  Not too long ago I bought the model from that 
collector.  This is a photograph of that model.  It is very well executed, very accurately modeled and, 
because there is only one. It is also very rare and is, quite legitimately a one off item. 

 

The NYCentral Modeler Continues to Need Articles 
 
We are able to publish this magazine because a few of you send us photos and articles about 
NYCS modeling. We know from our surveys that we have almost 1,000 NYCS member 
modelers out there. Many of you think you don’t have the ability to write an article, but we 
all do. We can provide you with tools to help write an interesting and informative article for 
us. We really want to know more about your collecting, modeling, or your layout. It only 
takes a couple of hours, and a camera or cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a 
phone call or email to us to get you started.  NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 

Thanks, Noel Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
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The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to 
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded.  We are very pleased to 
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC. 
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the 
Collinwood Shop. 
 
Here are the latest: 
  

 
NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932/ NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018/  NYC Signals Department 
 
 

                 
NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System 

 
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop 

 
http://www.NYCSHS.net 

 
Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages. 
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Please Print 
 
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________ 
 
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________ 
 
Number of DVDs Purchased___________________________ 
 
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________ 
 
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS 
 
DVDs are $63.20 each for NYCSHS members and $79.00 for non-members 
 
Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax or $5.06 per DVD 
for members and $6.32 for non-members.  Non-US customers must order from 
out Collinwood Shop. (US currency only.) 
 

Mail this form and check or money order to: 
NYCSHS 

NYC Lines Magazine Order 
P.O. Box 328 

Shady Side, MD 20764 
 

 
New York Central System Historical Society 
NYC Lines Magazine 1919- 1932 Order Form 
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CCCCCC&&SSttLL  11889955  FFllaatt  CCaarr  

In the last edition of the Early Rail Shop, I wrote about one of the biggest cars on the 
Cleveland Cincinnati Chicago & St. Louis railroad's (Big Four) roster, the furniture car and 
how large furniture cars add variety and visual interest to an early rail roster.  This time I am 
turning to one of the smallest of their cars, the flat car.    

In 1895 the Cleveland Cincinnati Chicago & St. Louis railroad (Big Four) began to operate a 
newly designed 60,000-pound capacity flat/coal car.  The car was a flat car with side stake 
pockets that allowed it to be converted to a coal car using stacks and sideboards.  In this 
article, I will focus on the flat car.  

The cars were 9' 1 ¾” wide over all and 36' 2” long over the end sills. The outer sills were 5” 
x 12”, the intermediate sills were 4” x 8”, and the center sills were 5” x 8”.  The end sills were 
8” x 9 ¼ “and the needle beams are 4 ½” x 12”.  Four truss rods were used.  The shiplap 
floorboards were 1 ¾” thick with boards between six and nine inches wide. They rode on 
arch bar trucks with a 5' -2” wheelbase. 
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CCC&StL 23760 Flatcar. Photo Kyle Coble Collection.

Looking through the Official Register of 
Railway Equipment books, it appears that 
about one thousand of these cars were 
built. However, because 1895 ORER listed 
the flat and coal car under the same line, it 
is impossible to know for sure how many 
were operating as a flat car and how many 
were operated as a coal car.  They 
originally carried the number 50001 to 
51000.  The cars were renumbered in 1897 
to 23060-24026 as part of the Big Four's 
system wide car renumbering program.  
The 1897 Official Register of Railway 
Equipment listed 463 flat and 455 coal cars.  

By 1917 there were only 26 flat cars listed 
under those road numbers.   
The problem, as anyone knows who has 
tried to model a flatcar, is the lack of space 
to add the correct amount of weight to the 
car.  You either have to add a load on top 
of the car, build the car out of metal, or try 
to hide a piece of sheet metal underneath 
the floor.  The great thing about these 
early flat cars is the large outer sills 
provide plenty of depth to hide weight.  
While I am concentrating on a Big Four 
flat car, this type of construction was used 
on many different railroads.
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NYC&HR 1889  flatcar. Barringer Collection. 

 

LS&MS Flat Kyle Coble Collection 

The construction for these cars is fairly 
easy.  I built mine using styrene shapes 
and Tichy parts.  In order to make the 
notched side sills and tapered end sills 
easier I built them using two separate 
pieces.  For the side sills, I used a 4x8 piece 
with a 4x4 glued underneath to give me a 
4 x 12.  The end sill was a similar glue up 
with a 6x8 on top and a 4x6 on the bottom.  
Once the end sill glue up was dry, I used a 
straight razor to carve the tapper.  The 

taper cuts don't have to be perfect as the 
ends were often beat up.  The floor is cut 
out of .020 styrene sheet with the boards 
scribed on the top.  The boards do not 
have to be the same width as various sizes 
were used on the prototype.  Just 
remember that the boards should not be 
less than 6 inches or greater than 9 inches 
in width. When I built my first flat car, I 
intended to add a load on top to give the 
car the proper weight, however in the 
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future I am going to use a piece of 1/8” steel bar stock from a home improvement store 
under the floor. 

CCC&StL 1895 Flat Car Model.  Kyle Coble Photo 

Top view of Kyle Coble model of 1895 CCC&St.L Design flat car. Kyle Coble Photo 

I painted my car black and lettered the car with custom decals.  I used an 1897 lettering 
scheme to fit with my 1905 themed layout, as the original lettering scheme would have only 
appeared for two to four years.  I have however included an 1890 lettering scheme for those 
who are curious.  I weathered the car, with an acrylic wash; some dry brushing, and finally 
chalk.  I used Kadee couplers #158 and Kadee arch bar trucks with a 5'-6” wheelbase. 

1890 lettering Diagram for Flat/Coal Car. Central Headlight 1990 Second Quarter 
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           Article by Bob Shaw          Photos by Bob 

Side view of 2035 engine and tender steaming past Wyman Lumber.

From Abused Wreck  
to Pride of the Roster, 

Saving a Beat-Up Lionel 2035 
Engine from the Scrap Yard 

Recent articles in this column 
spotlighted the fun you can have 
restoring Lionel engines, along with 
the pride that comes with keeping Pre-
War or Post-War engines running on a 
layout for decades to come.  Usually, 
restoration means overhauling and/or 
repairing a complete engine that was 
used, but not abused.  This article takes 
the process to another level by 
discussing how an abused 1950 Lionel 
2035 engine was saved from the “scrap 
yard”.  It proves the adage that “it’s 
hard to kill” a Lionel engine because 
they were built to last.  Hopefully, this 
will encourage you to consider buying 
and restoring heavily used engines.  
They’re inexpensive, repair manuals 

and replacement parts are available 
and you’ll feel twice the satisfaction 
after overcoming the challenges.      
 

The Engine’s Free If You Can Fix It 
That’s what my friend said as he 
handed me the saddest looking Lionel 
2035 steam engine that I’ve ever seen in 
more than 35 years of restoration work. 
The cab was covered with blotchy 
silver paint, the motor assembly was 
dangling to reveal rusting wheels and 
side rods, broken drive rod/cross head 
and valve gear assemblies, and a 
missing front truck, rear drawbar and 
other parts.  The smoke unit was 
completely encrusted with smoke 
pellet residue.  The motor was seized 
with gunk, the e-unit needed lots of 
TLC … and these were just the tip of 
the iceberg! 
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View of beat-up engine and parts as received. 
After handing him this engine wreck and box 
of parts, Bob’s friend told him he could have 
the engine for free … IF he could fully restore 
it. 

Accepting the Challenge 
 
I couldn’t pass-up the chance to bring a 
free engine back-to-life, so I accepted my 
friend’s challenge.  Produced in 1950 and 
’51, the Post-war Lionel 2035 is a 2-6-4 K4 
Pacific that was a workhorse on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad.  It features a die-
cast cab, three-position direction e-unit, 
smoke unit and MagneTraction™ to keep 
it on the tracks at higher speeds.  Despite 
all of its flaws, I thought my friend’s 
abused engine could become a good-
looking runner.     

 

 

Engine casting and parts soaking in brake 
fluid. Restoration began by soaking the cab, 

and other cast parts, in brake fluid to remove 
the poorly applied silver paint. 
 

The first task was to remove the poorly 
applied, blotchy silver paint on the 
locomotive cab, boiler front, steam chest 
and other major components by soaking 
them in automotive brake fluid, which is a 
great paint remover. 

Notice how the silver paint is dissolving 
after soaking in the brake fluid for a day.  
Scrubbing the castings with an old 
toothbrush completely removed the silver 
paint, leaving the original black paint, 
which completely dissolved after soaking 
for a few more days. 

 

Engine casting and parts soaking in brake 
fluid to remove the poorly applied silver 
paint. A toothbrush removed the stubborn 
paint. 
 
After removing all original paint, washing 
away the brake fluid with mild soap and 
water and thoroughly drying each 
component with a towel and hair dryer, 
the next step was to apply several light 
coats of Krylon(R) primer. 
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Top side view of primed cab casting. After all 
of the original paint was removed, the cab 
received several light spray coats of Krylon 
primer.    
 
Once the primer was dry, several finish 
coats of Krylon Flat Black paint were 
evenly sprayed to closely resemble the 
factory-fresh color when it was applied in 
1950, as seen here on the fully restored 
engine.   

 
Low side view of completely restored engine. 
Finish coats of Krylon Flat Black were applied 
next to closely resemble the factory-fresh coat 
applied in 1950. 
   
Other cab restorations included removing 
every handrail eyelet and handrail before 
polishing them with Mothers(R) Mag & 
Aluminum Polish, which was applied to 
shine-up the side rod drive rod and 
eccentric rod assemblies. 

 

 
Side rods, handrails and other bright-work 
gleam after applying Mothers Mag & 
Aluminum Polish.  

 
Mother’s shined-away tarnish and grime on 
the drive and eccentric rod assemblies too. 
 
Making the Motor Purr  
 
Here’s what the motor assembly looked 
like when it was received. 

 
Side view of original motor assembly. When 
the motor assembly was received, it needed 
lots of TLC.  
 
The wheels and side rods were beginning 
to rust and had silver paint splattered on 
them.  Removing the brush plate revealed 
a very dirty commutator surface (red box 
above) on the armature that energizes the 
motor. The commutator surface was 
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cleaned with a cotton swab dipped in 
rubbing alcohol and an eraser, while dirt 
in the three grooves was removed with a 
toothpick. 
 

 
Close-up of shined commutator. Cleaning the 
motor commutator surface boosts power flow 
to improve engine performance.  
  
A clean commutator surface improves 
performance by increasing the flow of 
power from the center rail in the track 
through two brushes that press against the 
commutator face to rotate the armature.   
The rotating armature spins a pinion gear 
attached to the other end of the shaft 
(yellow box below), which engages drive 
gears attached to the wheels that move the 
engine down the track.   

 
Side view of motor assembly and pinion gear. 

The rotating motor armature spins this pinion 
gear that engages drive gears on the wheels.  
 
After checking each gear to be sure the 
teeth weren’t worn or broken, each one 
was degreased with CRC(R) Lectra-Motive 
Electric Parts Cleaner before receiving a 
fresh coat of Lubriplate®.  The wheels 
were cleaned with a metal wire wheel in a 
Dremel(R) tool and cotton swabs dipped in 
rubbing alcohol.  Polishing the side rods 
was covered above. 
 
The cleaned and restored motor assembly 
shows the installed brush cover (left 
below) that contains two new brushes 
powered by blue and yellow wires. 

 
Side view of restored motor assembly. Adding 
a wire nut to insulate the wire bundle will 
complete the motor assembly restoration.  
 
Other wires from the rebuilt e-unit, 
updated smoke unit, headlamp and 
pickup rollers that carry track power were 
twisted together along with a pig tail wire 
that was soldered to the e-unit lug.  A wire 
nut will be screwed onto the twisted wire 
bundle to insulate them.  I prefer to use a 
single wire pigtail, as it’s easier to solder it 
to the e-unit lug than a bunch of wires. 
 
Rebuilding a Reliable E-Unit  
 
The e-unit (yellow box) rests on the front 
top of the motor assembly (Below and 
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next page).  It ratchets an internal drum to 
put the engine into forward – neutral – 
reverse.   

 
Side view of motor assembly with e-unit in 
yellow box.  The e-unit rests on front top of 
the motor assembly.  
 
Before restoration, the e-unit was 
disassembled to expose the main 
components (below)… a rotating drum 
(middle) and wires that connect two sets 
of contact fingers, discussed later, to the 
brush plate visible at the top of this image.  

 
Disassembled e-unit. The disassembled e-unit 
shows the on-off lever, drum and brittle 
original wires attached to the brush plate.  
 
After almost 70 years, these wires, along 
with all of the others in the e-unit, were 
brittle and replaced including this set 

(below) of four finger, and two finger, 
metal electrical contacts. The four-finger 
contact is positioned vertically in the e-
unit, while the two-finger contact is 
secured horizontally on the bottom of the 
e-unit.   

 
Close-up of 4 and 2 finger e-unit contacts. 
Brittle wires on these original four finger, and 
two finger, electrical contacts in the e-unit 
were replaced with new ones. 
 
The original drum was pitted and replaced 
with this one. 

 
This drum in the e-unit rotates to advance the 
engine from neutral – forward – reverse.  
 
Notice the teeth in the center of the drum.  
A pawl on a plunger rests in the teeth.  
When a burst of power is applied to a 
solenoid, a plunger is pulled down to 
rotate the pawl onto the next tooth, which 
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engages another set of electrical contacts 
on the four, and two, finger contacts to 
advance the engine from forward – neutral 
– reverse.  A front view of the rebuilt e-
unit shows the new vertical four-finger 
contact with the new two-finger version 
attached to a yellow wire below.  Because 
the e-unit “on-off” lever was damaged, it 
was replaced with a new one. 

 
A front view of the rebuilt e-unit shows new 
vertical four finger, and horizontal two finger, 
electrical contacts, along with a new “on-off” 
lever.  
  
Converting to Liquid Smoke  
 
Smoking engines have been a major selling 
feature of Lionel engines since their debut 
in 1946.  Back then, smoke was formed by 
inserting a smoke pellet into the smoke 
unit, which heated and melted the pellet to 
produce smoke.  Unfortunately, the pellets 
left a white residue that caked onto the 

outside of the smoke unit as well as in the 
heating element pan. 
 
 

 
The original smoke unit, which is encrusted 
with smoke pellet residue, is shown here 
beside the smoke crank and piston that move 
up and down to produce puffs of smoke.    

 
Baked-on smoke pellet residue inside the 
heating element pan of the smoke unit was 
removed to make room for the liquid smoke 
replacement heating element.  
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To avoid this mess, an alternative liquid 
smoke replacement kit was developed that 
heats liquid smoke fluid to produce 
impressive puffs as the engine chugs 
along.  

 
The replacement liquid smoke element 
produces billows of smoke without leaving a 
residue.  
 
While I didn’t take an image of the liquid 
smoke unit in my 2035, here’s one that’s 
identical.   

 

The original smoke unit pan, piston, crank 
and mounting bracket are reused in the 
liquid smoke conversion.  The original 
pellet heater is replaced by a liquid smoke 
heating element.   

 
 
It reuses the original smoke unit pan, 
piston and mounting bracket.  However, 
the old pellet heater was replaced by a 
tubular heating element secured in a 
plastic cap that fits into the smoke unit 
pan. (A small piece of the white heating 
element can be seen here by looking 
through the smoke hole.)  

 
A piece of the white replacement heating 
element can be seen through the smoke hole in 
the new plastic cap that secures it. 
 
One of the two leads on the tubular 
heating element is soldered to the 
mounting bracket to ground it, while the 
other lead is soldered to the power lug on 
the e-unit.   
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Power Pick-up Roller Assembly 
 

Power from the center rail of the track is 
transferred to the motor, e-unit, headlight 
and smoke unit through two-power 
pickup rollers mounted on the bottom of 
the motor assembly.  When the engine was 
received, the entire roller assembly was 
coated with 69 years of oil, grease and 
grime. Degreasing with CRC Lectra-
Motive Electric Parts Cleaner and rubbing 
alcohol was critical to smooth operation as 
the gunk acted as an insulator that 
restricted the flow of power from the 
center rail to the motor. 

 
When received, the entire pickup roller 
assembly and wheels were covered with 
decades of grease and grime. 
 
After hours of cleaning, the same pick-up 
roller assembly gleams and supplies 
maximum power to the motor. 

 
After hours of degreasing and cleaning, the 
same pickup assembly gleams and can supply 
maximum track power to the engine.   
 

Another key to power transfer is to 
remove each roller from its shaft so the 
shaft and roller hole can be cleaned.  This 
increases power flow and reduces or 
eliminates roller sparking when the 
locomotive is moving.  Note that the wheel 
gears were also cleaned with degreaser 
and by picking gunk out of each gear tooth 
with a toothpick before lubrication.  A 
wider view of the engine undercarriage 
(below) shows the complete restoration, 
which included new front and rear trucks, 
eccentric rods and drawbar. 

 
A wide-angle view of the entire undercarriage 
shows the restoration complete with new 
parts.  
 
Adding the Finishing Touches 
 
While the original Lionel catalog number 
for this engine is #2035, the number on the 
boiler front is #5690, which I painted on 
the cab using individual dry transfer 
numbers. 
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Close-up three-quarter view of boiler front 
and engine number.  The Lionel catalog 
number for this engine is 2035, but the number 
on the boiler front is “5690”, which indicates 
the engine was used in O27 train sets too.  
 

 
Dry transfer numbers were used to make the 
number on the cab correspond to the number 
on the boiler front.  
 
Alignment of the individual numbers was 
achieved by sticking them to a piece of 
transparent tape before laying it onto the 
cab and burnishing the numbers in place.   
 
The original engine came with a 6466W, 
whistling tender.  Fortunately, I found one 
that was in excellent condition and bought 
it several years ago. 
 

A 6466W tender complements the 2035 engine 
as they pass by the Standard Oil station and 
Lionel train store. 

 
As you can see (below left), it looks great 
behind restored engine as it passes the 
Standard Oil gas station and Lionel store.   
 
Total Restoration or Simple Overhaul 
It’s Up to You, and You Can Do It!  
 
A simple overhaul is a rewarding 
alternative to totally restoring an engine, 
as this restoration took 63 hours and cost 
$55 for parts.  Performing a simple 
overhaul of an engine’s key components 
… motor, gears, power pick-up rollers, e-
unit and smoke unit … can be completed 
in only a few hours, depending upon the 
condition of the engine.  In many 
instances, simply degreasing and cleaning 
away decades of gunk will work wonders!  
Give it a try.  You’ll be glad you did. 
 
  
 
 

 
Bob’s fully restored locomotive leaves the 
yard to haul a freight consist on his layout. 

 
The following products are trademarks, or registered trademarks, of: 
Krylon - Sherwin-Williams Co.  
Dremel - Bosch Tool Corp. - Robert Bosch GmbH 
Mothers -  Mothers Polishes, Waxes and Cleaners Inc.  
Lubriplate - Lubriplate Lubricants Co.  
CRC Lectra Motive Electric Parts Cleaner - CRC Industries 
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     Article by Rich Stoving          Photos by Rich 
While acknowledging that the L-4b 
Mohawk and the Pacemaker caboose in 
the accompanying two photos are fairly 
good representations of their prototypes, 
freight train enthusiasts will probably 

howl in derision at my string of red and 
gray Pacemaker boxcars.  But there’s a 
story about them that’s worth telling, and 
maybe even a little lesson about modeling.  
If you’re with me, read on. 

Well over a half-century ago, my wife 
Nancy and I, still unblessed with children, 
took to the road in our black 1957 VW 
beetle (it didn’t even have a gas gauge!) to 
visit a hobby shop in Ramsey, New Jersey.  
I am told it is still there.  That in itself is 
remarkable, but what is even more 
remarkable is that the proprietors, on that 
long-ago day, were offering some oddly 
lettered AHM boxcars that nobody 
seemed to want, complete with trucks and 
couplers (horn-hook, of course) for just 98 
cents each.  Having a spare $16 in my 
wallet and the idea of creating an HO-
scale version of a solid Pacemaker freight 

in my mind, I purchased sixteen of them, 
and we headed for home. 

At the time, I knew a retired Southern 
Pacific fireman who frequented New York 
Central’s West 72nd Street Yard, and I 
mentioned my plan to repaint the oddball 
boxcars to him.  A few days later, much to 
my surprise, he gave me two small cans of 
real Pacemaker paint that he had 
somehow glommed from the yard’s car 
repair shop.  It was lacquer-based, so 
thinning it presented no problem, and 
before long I had sixteen red and gray 
boxcars.  
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In short order I acquired sixteen sets of 
Champ Pacemaker decals, and after my 
wife cut out the 32 little NYC ovals that 
she joking called “footballs,” and with the 
help of a lot of Walther’s Solvaset and 
generous applications of flat finish, I had 
what passed, for me at least, as sixteen 
HO-scale Pacemaker boxcars. 

I had then (and still have) a brass 
Tenshodo L-3a that could haul my 
Pacemaker freight, but in that age innocent 
of the Web, I had no idea about what kind 
of caboose the NYC coupled to the rear of 
its hotshot freights.  A simple inquiry led 
to a lifetime friendship with well-known 
rail photographer and New York Central 
historian Edward L. May, surely the most 
rewarding spin-off of any modeling 
project I have ever engaged in.  Many 
years later, much of what Eddie told me 
about New York Central steam went into 
the eight soft-cover books that I authored 
to spotlight his superb photography. 

An ordinary 19000 wood caboose trailed 
my Pacemaker freight for many years, but 
sometime in the 1990s I acquired a proper 
brass model.   Surprisingly, some of the 
old paint from the West 72nd Street Yard 
was still good, and the caboose in the 
following going-away (Next page) 
photograph emerged from my paint shop. 

So it is that more than fifty years after I 
painted the boxcars, and about thirty years 
after I painted the caboose, the whole 
outfit still pleases me whenever I dispatch 
it out of the yard on my layout.  The 
accompanying photos, taken in early 
spring of this year, show it rolling 
eastbound, just south of my version of 
Breakneck Ridge. 

Although I took pains to give each of the 
sixteen cars a different and authentic road 
number, and although no one should be 
able to argue about the authenticity of 
their colors, the cars are not, by any 
number of measures, authentic 
representations of the prototypes.  I know 
that, and if you are into New York Central 
freight cars, you will agree.  But guess 
what?  I don’t care.  Sure, I could spend 
big bucks or many hours coming up with a 
string of authentic cars, probably even 
more accurately lettered, but there are 
other things I’d rather do with my money 
or my time.  It’s the handsome L-4b on the 
head end and the colorful and reasonably 
accurate caboose on the rear that get my 
attention when the train rolls by.  The 
boxcars are just there in between. 

A well-respected modeler I know pointed 
out that modeling is largely a matter of 
smoke and mirrors. One of the tricks a 
clever modeler employs is to catch the eye 
of the beholder with some really good or 
unusual modeling so as to draw it away 
from any inevitable compromises.  In my 
Breakneck scene, did you notice that the 
famous Breakneck Lodge is missing?  And 
where is the venerable water tank?  There 
was simply not enough room for them.  In 
the “going-away” shot, since when was 
there an interlocking just east of 
Breakneck?  Or a tunnel?  Perhaps the 
handsome Mohawk, the wonderfully 
authentic signal gantries, or the colorful 
caboose might have drawn your eye away 
from these shortcomings. Perhaps it was 
the cop who is ticketing an unfortunate 
driver in the lead photo. 

.
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Rich’s L-4b Mohawk leads the string of Pacemaker boxcars and caboose on his layout. Very nice 
looking caboose!! 

One of the many photos recently donated to the Society from renowned photographer, Dr. Louis 
Marre. These will eventually be available on the Photo/ValMap website where we currently have 
over 30,000 photos available. 
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       Article by Seth Lakin Photos as Labeled 
The newest kit brewing proposed by the 
New York Central System Historical 
Society is an HO-scale model of a former 
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 26-foot 
“short standard” wooden caboose. 

NYC 18168 Stoneboro, PA. Photo Paul W 
Prescott, NYCSHS Archive Image PB413157. 

Previously these HO cabooses have only 
been available as brass imported models. 

The prototype for these cabooses is the 
former Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
26-foot steel frame wood body that was
built in the early 1900’s and rebuilt 
following the 1914 merger of the LS&MS 
and the New York Central & Hudson 
River Railroad.   

NYC 18216. Photo WRHS Collection 
NYCSHS Archive Image PB413015 

While outwardly similar to the standard 
NYC caboose with its low and narrow 

cupola with roof walks on all sides, these 
cabooses were four feet shorter with only 
two windows per side compared to three 
on the standard caboose. 

NYC 18293. Photo Robert Wachholz, James 
Suhs Collection.  

System-wide equipment renumbering in 
1936 placed the former LS&MS cabooses in 
the NYC 18000-18649 series.  This series 
was not entirely made up of short 
standard cabooses but they were only 
sprinkled throughout the series.  With the 
majority of this series made up of former 
Lake Shore cabooses rebuilt identical to 
the 30-foot standard caboose. 

NYC 18314 Erie, PA. Photo Paul W Prescott 
NYCSHS Archive Image PB413158. 
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NYC unknown. Top down photo NYCSHS 
Archive Image PB413016. 
These kits will to be produced by 
American Model Builders. Like other NYC 
caboose models produced by AMB which 
include HO and N scale 19000 series 
cabooses and NYCSHS exclusive 19000 
series plywood sided, Lot 732 long 
standard and Pacemaker cabooses, these 
laser-cut wood caboose craftsman kit 
features 100% laser-cut components with 
custom laser-scribed side and end walls, 
Tab & Slot and Peel & Stick construction, 
laser-cut underframe, end platforms, end 
railing, and brake wheels; cast resin 
platform steps and brake gear and white 
metal smoke jack. Fully illustrated 
instructions, as well as several jigs, aid the 
modeler in building these New York 
Central caboose models.  In addition, the 
HO scale kit provides for optional details 
too such as windows that can be modeled 
open or closed, cupola end window 

variation and a complete set of screen 
doors and windows. 

Kitbashed Model from AMB caboose kit. 
Photo Seth Lakin. 

Ordering/Reservation Information 

We need to get 50 pre-orders to produce 
the kits.  If you would be interested in 
purchasing one of these excellent models, 
please provide an expression of interest by 
sending an email to: 
 staplindave@yahoo.com. 

We will only produce the kits if we get 
sufficient interest.  When the kit goes into 
production you will be contacted and 
asked to place a final order and pay for the 
kit plus shipping. We estimate that the kit 
will cost about the same as the previous 
AMB kits for sale in the Collinwood Shop. 
Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

If you are interested send an email to: 
staplindave@yahoo.com and indicate the 
number of kits you would be interested in 
purchasing. 
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Medina Railroad Museum E’s rusting away, 
but still looking good. 

NYC Lightning Stripe passenger cars that 
carried us on the trainride. 

Medina model railroad layout attracted our 
attention with several NYCS trains running. 

The train ride and museum provided a 
few hours of NYCS fun for the convention 
attendees.  The lunch, cookies, coffee cup 
and insulated lunch bag were a great deal 
for $15.00.  Additional coverage on 
www.nycshs.org and in next Central 
Headlight. 

We had a wonderful tour of this beautiful but 
deteriorating gem at Buffalo Union Terminal. 

The waiting room is huge and we saw the 
results of much hard work in restoration in 
this hall. (Five photos Noel Widdifield) 

Mike Leonard’s Large Scale railroad amazed 
all who saw it. Nick Ariemma Photo 
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We introduced this feature in the 
NYCentral Modeler to showcase some of 
our NYCSHS members modeling. We are 
requesting that you send us some photos 
of your models with a short caption.  We 
will showcase these models in each new 
edition. Send photos to: 
 NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

 
R. B. Phillips sent us some photos of 

his Mohawk Division 

 
Looking east from the Whitesboro Freight 
House back at Mohawk St. and the Utica 
Drop Forge plant at left.  The little buff 
building is a Blue Coal dealer and his weight 
scales, which actually lasted into the early 
1960s. 

 
Utica Passengers see train 55, the Advance 
Empire State, coming around the curve that, in 
the real Utica station, really does briefly look 
this way.  Ignore the Rock Island's Golden 
State train on exhibition tour on track 1.  The 
enclosed staircases that Utica really had are 
being built now and the Walthers open stairs 
are what's showing.  Those are the towers of 
WIBX 950 AM and their flashers in the 
distance. 

 
A mildly customized Walthers' Union Station 
with fake brass doors added isn't accurately 
Utica's, but captures the spirit well enough 
that visitors really like it. 

 
 

Eastbound Lake Shore Ltd with its UP 
transcontinental 10-6 ahead of a NOS 1960s 
Walthers heavyweight Dover 6 Bedroom-
Lounge that I built.  The L4b Mohawk leads 
one of those darn NYC combines.  Gulf Curve 
in the upper left is way out of position, but I 
can't complain! 

All of the modeling was done by R.B., but the 
photos are by Victor Alvarado. The layout is 
14x11, pinched at one end to allow people a 
small space before they decide to brave the 
duck under.  It's a highly compressed 1948-52 
Mohawk Division between Little Falls and 
Whitesboro, NY.   

We are looking forward to hearing more about 
this layout from R.B. 
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Mario Scalzo has some O-Scale F 
Units in an early NYC paint scheme. 

 

 

Looks like they just came out of the builders’ 
shop, as they are about as clean as we will 
ever see them again. 

We met Mario at the 2018 NYCSHS Mini 
in Middleburg Heights in the NYCSHS 
Headquarters.  Another Mini is coming in 
September.  Watch for details soon. 

Mike Fisher’s modeling showcased 
for us. 

 
The Hudson and Mikado are 1st generation 
Broadway Limited, painted and weathered by 
Mike. 

 

I owe Mike an apology for saying he had 
not written an article for us.   

 
Noel Widdifield’s Downtown 

Bellefontaine  

Not all modeling is about railroads! 

Rich Stoving’s 5451 Approaching 
Bear Mountain Tunnel 

 

We continue to ask for photos and articles 
for the magazine but we receive very few. 
We spend an inordinate amount of time 
trying to get our members to share their 
modeling with us.  This column was an 
attempt to make it easier to share photos 
rather than writing articles, but we have 
gotten very few photos. 
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Bob Chapman Shows Us How to Build a Reefer

 
In the next issue we can read about Bob’s construction of a Sunshine Models Express Reefer.  He 
shows that a resin kit can be built with a little skill and determination. 

 
Seth Lakin Builds Michigan Central and Canada Southern Waycars 

 
In the next two issues Seth adds two new NYC cabooses to his growing number of these waycars 

that were an important piece of rolling stock for a number of years on the NYCS.  
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Howie Mann is a Newbie to the NYCSHS and Plans to Build a 
NYCS Layout based upon the Putman Division 

 
 

 
 

These are photos of Howie’s second layout, the Plainview Central that he built with his then 8-year 
old son.  It was a B&O layout but Howie plans to do the NYCS on his new one.  We will follow him 
as he works from concept to finished railroad.  It should be an exciting and interesting trip. 
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Mystery Photo 
 

 
 

Tell us what you think where this location on the NYC might be and what is going on here. For 
extra credit tell us the date and occasion for the photo.  Send your answers to 

NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 

 
 

We are taking 2019 memberships now!!! 
Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships 

in the NYCSHS. 
Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 

You find them all. 
Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 
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Some of the wonderful excerpts from the New York Central Lines Magazine DVD

        
These clips from the New York Central Lines Magazine take us back to a time when life was simple 
and trains provided the excitement found today on social media. 
                              
New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The 
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time.  The NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of 
the issues of the magazine.  It was published from 1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during 
the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922.  Look for it in the Collinwood Shop www.NYCSHS.net 
 

                            
An airborne view of the NYC yard and piers at Weehawken, NJ.  This is from the January 1921 
edition.  



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2019 98	

Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                        

These poster ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. The one on the 
left illustrates the comfort of taking the train.  The one on the right talks about the eminities found 
on the NYC passenger trains of that era. Wonderful years for the railroading public. 

 

ALCo was the major producer of NYC locomotives and this is one of the L-1a Mohwarks, # 2500.  In 
the upcoming NYCSHS’s latest books, Know Thy Early Mohawks, there will be over 250 images of 
this classic class of NYC locos. Be sure to look at the ad on page 6 for more info. It is just one of the 
many steam locomotives covered in one of our available DVDs – “Steam Locomotives of the New 
York Central Lines, Vol 1& 2” on DVD and available in the Collinwood Shop. 
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NYCSHS 2020 Convention 

50 Year Anniversary of the NYCSCHS 

May 14 – May 17, 2020 

Cleveland, OH - Holiday Inn, Cleveland South 

  
The upcoming 2020 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH. The poster pictured reminds 
us that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention.  This one promises to 
provide exciting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts.  The 2019 
convention was a huge success and this upcoming one promises to provide lots of excitement too. We 
are retutning to our roots in Cleveland for the 50th Anniversary Convention. More details coming 
soon. 

For Details Go To: https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/	

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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HO-Scale	LS&MS	Station	Kit	
NYCSHS	Exclusive		

 
The N-Scale architect is offering a large, laser-cut HO model that includes the roof dormers, 
operator’s bay, and walls with decorative brick and stone courses. The stonework is separate 
custom casting while the brick courses are laser-cut into the sides.  The resulting 3D walls 
will readily accept washes for brick color, mortar lines and weathering. 
 
The largest four-bay HO structure scales to 15.4 x 4 inches on your layout.  The smaller two-
bay building scales to 10 x 3 inches.  Add space for trackside platforms AND ROOF 
OVERHANG during your planning.  We suggest about 3+ inches on each side. 
Two Bay:  Angola, NY; Bellevue, OH; Delta, OH; Jonesville, MI; Lenawee Jct., MI; 
Mishawaka, IN; Mentor, OH; North East, PA; Sturgis, MI; Stryker, OH; Wauseon, OH; White 
Pigeon, MI. Three Bay:  Tipton, IN. Four Bay:  Ashtabula, OH (hybrid); Conneaut, OH; 
Franklin, OH; Geneva, OH; Hammond, IN (hybrid); Indiana Harbor, IN; Lafayette, IN; 
Ogdensburg, NY (hybrid); Sandusky, OH. 
 
MSRP $161.00. NYCSHS Members $138.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. Exclusive NYCSHS Structure Model 
From N-Scale Architect in HO-Scale.  Shipping and Ohio state tax for Ohio Residents Will be Added With Final 
Payment 

The kits are still for sale in the Collinwood Shop!! Only a Limited 
quantity still available.  Order now!!! 

http://www.nycshs.net/The-N-Scale-Architect-HO-Scale-Models_c_121.html 
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits 
 
(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)                (Lot	732	Pacemaker)	
	

 

 
 
The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944. 
The 50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard 
19000 series caboose they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of 
the body. In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment 
and were painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service. 
 
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less 
trucks but Westerfields Models has the correct trucks.   Offered here in the store at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html.   The 
kits come with the decals for the appropriate caboose. 
 
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
	

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html	
	

Watch for the First of a Two-Part Series on NYCS 
Cabooses by Seth Lakin in the Next Two Editions 

of NYCentral Modeler 
“New York Central’s former Michigan Central and Canada Southern Waycars 

Part 1 Modeling the 30-foot Waycars, NYC 17715-17847 and 17931-17980” 
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AMB	N-Scale	NYCS	19000	Wood	Caboose	Kit	

  
Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end 
walls, and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim 
assembly; laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window 
glazing, truss rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke 
jack; custom decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide 
information on painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included. 

 
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html  
	

Central	Headlight	DVD	1970	–	2017	 

  
The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in  

any web browser.  The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members. 
Free Shipping. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html 
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC 

 
Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted 
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to 
P&LE 9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not 
only to the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These 
books are full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction, 
builder’s construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases 
ultimate disposition. 
 
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years.  All of our copies of these books have 
been sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so.  This softcopy version has 
been made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS 
resource.  If you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you. 

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95  
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and 
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the 

same for members and non-members. 
 

Free shipping.   Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html 
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Accurail	HO-Scale	CCC&StL	&	LS&MS	36’	Wood	Sheathed	
Boxcars	

Comes with Steel roof, steel ends and fishbelly underframe.  

 
 

Comes with wood ends and fishbelly underframe. 
 

MSRP $18.98 each. NYCSHS members price $15.18 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 

 

NYCS Lexi Rollball Pen with Stylus 

 
Non-members price is $12.50. NYCSHS Members Price $9.99 and that is 20% off MSRP for 

members.  http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Memorabilia_c_154.html  
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NYCSHS Backpack or Shoulder Bag	

													 	
The deluxe backpack has three roomy zippered interior compartments, two outside mesh pockets, 
padded shoulder straps for comfortable weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying, 
and adjustable straps and buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.   

The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four 
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap 
closures. 

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html  

 
New York Central Systems Plaques 

	

	 	 	 	

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of 
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New 
York Central and its subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad 
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos, but are crafted from wood and 
painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being used to decorate the conference room in 
the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html	
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Colorful NYC Mohawk and E-8 Three-Dimensional Art 
	

    
 

These 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted 
in accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive 
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional 
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.  

Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives. 
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and 
have working lights.  Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia 
room. They are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being 
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  

 They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at 
15% below retail for NYCSHS members. 

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00  NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25 
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.  
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood 
Side Caboose Kits (HO-Scale) 

   

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola 
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into 
the 1960s.   
 
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included 
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish. 
 
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 
each plus shipping and handling costs.  Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html 

HO-Scale Michigan Central Tower Kit  
(Expression of Interest) 

  
WWee  aarree  llooookkiinngg  iinnttoo  hhaavviinngg  tthhiiss  MMCCRRRR  ssttaattiioonn  pprroodduucceedd  iinn  HHOO--ssccaallee  bbyy  TThhee  NN--SSccaallee  
AArrcchhiitteecctt  wwhhoo  pprroodduucceedd  oouurr  NNYYCC  ttoowweerr  kkiitt   aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo..    IItt   wwiillll   bbee  aa  wwoooodd  
llaasseerr  ccuutt  kkiitt ..   TThhee  kkiittss  wwoouulldd  bbee  uunn--aasssseemmbblleedd  aanndd  wwoouulldd  bbee  ppaaiinntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  mmooddeelleerr..     
  
WWee  nneeeedd  ttoo  oorrddeerr  110000  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd,,  sseenndd  aann  eemmaaiill   ttoo::  
mmaacckkddaavvee@@ooppttiimmuumm..nneett      
  
DDeettaaiillss  aatt::   hhttttpp::////wwwwww..nnyyccsshhss..nneett//HHOO--SSccaallee--SSttrruuccttuurreess__cc__113399..hhttmmll  
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD 
 

 

The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until 
the final edition in October 1932.  It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers 
and employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the 
railroad workers, their families and the home communities.  It contained articles about the railroad, the 
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad.  You will also find hundreds of 
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that 
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad 
during those years that it was published. 

This DVD contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was 
reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research 
is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCSHS 
archive volunteers. 

Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company and for the NYC 
employees. 

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD 

  

The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication 
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS.  It is published quarterly and represents some very 
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years 
the quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved. 

This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in 
many of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the 
editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from 
scanned images of each page of every edition.   It is also searchable so that research is very 
easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the 
NYCentral Modeler staff.  These past editions are no long available for download from our 
website. 

Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018.  It 
contains many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by 
both NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS. 

The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images 

 
These	 CDs	 contains	 a	 collection	 of	 photographs	 from	 the	 NYCSHS	 archives.		 They	
provide	a	 small	number	of	 the	 several	 thousand	photos	 that	have	been	 scanned	by	
NYCSHS	 Archive	 volunteers	 over	 many	 years.		 The	 majority	 of	 archive	 photo	
collection	comes	from	the	many	photos	saved	when	the	NYCS	merged	to	become	the	
Penn	 Central	 Railroad.		 Additional	 photos	 came	 from	 individual	 donors	 of	 their	
collections	to	the	NYCSHS.	
	
These	CDs	provide	excellent	photographs	for	pleasant	viewing	or	provide	details	for	
modeling	of	these	locomotives.	
	
We	have	several	more	being	assembled	and	they	will	soon	be	added	to	the	collection	
of	 available	 CDs	 containing	 locomotive	 images.	 	 Right	 now	 we	 are	 working	 on	
Hudsons,	Niagaras,	0-8-0s,	Fairbanks	Morse	road	engines	and	switchers.	

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30  

and that is 30% off MSRP. 

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping. 

More Locomotive Photo Collection coming soon. 

http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html 
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Over 35,000 NYCS Photos and Tens of Thousands of ValMaps are 
Available Online Now 

These are all Available for Research or Purchase 
and are Easily Accessible. 

Take a few minutes to browse the photos and/or 
ValMaps available by following the instructions 
below.  Don't miss out on this valuable resource. 

 

To simply view the photo or Val Map  
 

offerings from the NYCSHS, just go to the website 
 

and enjoy.	
	

Click	Here	to	View	Photo/ValMap	Website 
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 

 

(NYC's Harlem Division)   

 
The Story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when New York City 
authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island that evolved into a 
major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with the City. 
 
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central’s Harlem Division, but a 
photographic look at the history of this railroad that was the driving force in developing the regions 
of New York State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Massachusetts. 
 
Several noted photographers and railroad historians have opened their collections to us and they are 
the major source of the nearly 600 photographs, maps and timetables that lie between the covers of 
this publication. These folks have literally saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad 
and we are proud to present their work within. 

 
MSRP $64.95  NYCSHS Members' Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP! 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html 

From Gotham to The Berkshires
New York Central’s Harlem Division 

WITH

Classic Photos Along “The Old Put”

by John M. Ham
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From Gotham to The Berkshires 
New York Central’s Harlem Division                                         

   The story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when 
New York City authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Man-
hattan Island. Over the decades this evolved into a major commuter railroad con-
necting New York State’s upstate communities with the City.
   This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central System’s
Harlem Division. Rather it is a photographic look at the history of this railroad that 
was the driving force in developing the region along the eastern border of New York 
State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in Western Massachusetts.
   Several noted photographers as well as railroad historians have opened their 
collections to us. They are the major source of the nearly 600 images, maps, and  
timetables that lie between the covers of this publication. These folks have literally 
saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad. We are proud to present 
their work within these pages.      

Stony Clove & Catskill Mountain Press
P.O. Box 383  -  Hunter, New York  -  12442 $64.95

Cover Template.indd   1 5/30/2019   1:04:37 PM
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NYCSHS Announces Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC 

Videos 
Brand New!!!!! 

                     
Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1  - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2 

 

                
Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3 

 

All of these videos are priced the same. 

This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing 
much of the history of our favorite railroad.  Many hours of enjoyment available at the 

members’ price of 20% off MSRP.   

The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP. 

Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version)  

  
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version  

MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 

Books, Books, Books 

 

	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html	
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Alexander	Scale	HO-Scale	NYC	100-	Ton	Fairbanks	Coaling	Station 
 

 
This kit is made with laser cut wood and card stock parts and metal castings. The footprint of the model is 7" wide, 3" deep, and 8 1/5" 
tall.  Prototype was built for the Michigan Central Railroad in 1918 and stood in the yards at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

 
MSRP $63.00 NYCSHS Members Price $50.40 and that is 20% off MSRP.   

 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-Structures_c_139.html 

 
 

Atlas	HO-Scale	Plate	Girder	Bridge	w/Code	100	Track 

 
 
Railroads once considered bridges as locations to fly the company flag, so many painted them with logos and billboard advertising. These plate-
girder bridges are based on those used across the continent and each comes decorated with period railroad graphics. The layout-ready models 
also feature nickel-silver Code 100 rail. Silver & Black. 
 

MSRP $17.95 NYCSHS Members Price $14.36 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
 

Shipping is extra and Ohio  
 

residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-Structures_c_139.html 
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Rapido	HO-Scale	NYC	or	TH&B	USRA	40'	Double-Sheathed	Wood	
Boxcars	

	

 

 

 
During	 World	 War	 I	 the	 US	 railroads	 were	 struggling	 to	 keep	 up	 with	 wartime	 traffic,	 in	 part	 because	 of	 a	
shortage	 of	 serviceable	 freight	 cars.	 In	 an	 attempt	 to	 solve	 this	 problem,	 President	 Wilson	 nationalized	 the	
railroads	under	the	United	States	Railway	Administration,	or	USRA.	One	of	the	first	tasks	assigned	to	the	USRA	
was	to	develop	common	designs	for	new	freight	cars.	Among	these	was	a	40'	double-sheathed	wood	boxcar	with	
a	fishbelly	steel	underframe.	Starting	in	1918,	nearly	25,000	copies	of	the	double-sheathed	boxcar	were	built	and	
delivered	 to	 24	 railroads	 throughout	 the	 country.	 The	 cars	 were	 well	 received,	 and	 many	 cars	 continued	 in	
regular	service	into	the	1950s	with	many	updated	to	the	newer	AB-brake	system.	Our	models	feature	either	K	or	
AB	brakes	as	appropriate	to	each	paint	scheme.		

MSRP	$49.95	NYCSHS	Members	Price	$39.96	and	that	is	20%	off	MSRP.		Shipping	is	extra	and	Ohio		

Residents	must	pay	8%	Ohio	sales	tax.	

http://www.nycshs.net/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html	
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NYCSHS Model Offering Thoughts 

I just returned from a weekend in Buffalo, NY for our 2019 NYCSHS convention and it was a busy and exciting 
weekend. We had a near record 150 attendees this year and everyone I talked to told me it was a wonderful event. 
These conventions require a huge amount of work to put on, but they are worth the effort if our members find them 
educational and fun.   

The convention began on Friday with registration and hotel check in at the Buffalo Niagara Marriott.  Members 
attended many of the almost 15 presentations covering a wide variety of NYCS and modeling subjects. About 20 
people traveled to nearby Elma, NY to visit Mike Leonard’s Large Scale outdoor railroad.  It is a truly amazing work of 
art.  Mike is a former railroad conductor who retired from CSX after a 47-year career in railroading. Check out our 
website (www.NYCSHS.org) to see some of his beautifully landscaped yard and railroad. The Collinwood Shop was 
open from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm on Friday and was mobbed most of that time. 

Saturday started early with an 8:00 am departure from the hotel for a short bus ride to our waiting train ride to the 
Medina Railroad Museum.  We traveled in NYC passenger cars on a well-maintained railroad to the museum.  We 
passed several NYC streamlined passenger cars on the way.  

Arriving at the museum grounds we were greeted with the sight of a pair of NYC E-units parked along the tracks and 
a museum filled with railroad and fire department memorabilia. The museum houses a huge model railroad and it was 
running several NYC trains while we were there. 

On the trip back on the train we were served an excellent bag lunch in two dinning cars and given a mug and the 
insulated lunch bag with the lunch.  A large iced sugar cookie in the shape of a locomotive topped the trip. And it all 
ended too soon as we boarded the buses to travel back to the hotel. 

Saturday evening began with a no-host cocktail party in the ballroom area of the hotel and continued with an excellent 
served dinner in the ballroom. Our after dinner speaker, railroader, photographer and modeler, Victor Hand provided 
us with an educational talk that he illustrated with many of his fine photographs. 

Following Victor, we took a short break and then reconvened for the annual meeting and election of directors. All of 
the directors gave a short talk on their activities for the year and then we closed the meeting and opened the 
Collinwood Shop for about an hour.  Traffic in the shop was heavy as we sold many models, books and memorabilia. 
All of this finished up around 11:00 pm. 

Sunday morning began a little later at 10:00 am when the Train Show opened.  There were over 30 vendor tables filled 
with all kinds of NYC goodies for sale.  During the Show, presentations continued and we well attended. The Show 
closed at 3:00 pm and all of the vendors and the Collinwood Shop were packed up for home around 4:00 pm. 

At the convention an announcements was made about next year’s NYCSHS 50th Anniversary in Cleveland and Tom 
Gerbracht announced his upcoming Know Thy Early Mohawks, the third in the series of NYC steam locomotive books. 

These conventions take a lot of volunteer hours to prepare and execute and most of the work is done by the NYCSHS 
directors.  This year NYCSHS member, Otto Vondrak, newly named editor of Railroad Model Craftsman was the 
convention chair and did an excellent job of providing us with a fun, educational and exciting convention. 
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We are in the midst of an important and needed fund raising campaign, called the Empire State Express Fund. It is to 
raise funds for ongoing archive activities and will replenish the funds we have spent on the archives over the past 
several years. As I pointed out in the last edition of this column, the archive volunteers have preserved an enormous 
amount of NYC material and produced many products and services making the material available to members and the 
public. The work must continue as we receive more and more NYC material from other institutions and individuals. If 
you haven’t already given to this important fund, please consider and donation today. 

We are currently in the planning stages for three potential Mini-conventions. The first will be in Cleveland on 
September 21 and information about that will be coming out later this month.  Two more are in the planning stages 
with one potentially in the Albany, NY area and the next in the around Chicago area.  Look for more info on these in 
upcoming MailChimp emails, the NYCSHS website and the next issue of the NYCentral Modeler. Start planning to 
attend one or more of these fun and NYCS educational events. 

As I reminded you in the last edition, all of the exciting NYCSHS things that are happening can only happen if we have 
enough volunteers to make them happen.  We have a core group of archive volunteers, the modeling committee 
members, the volunteer staffs of the Central Headlight and NYCentral Modeler staffs, the Collinwood Shop director, the 
NYCSHS shipping agent and the NYCSHS directors.  But we need more help if we are to continue to provide the 
events, educational material, preservation, and services we continue to expand.  Give some thought to volunteering to 
help us out.  Send an email to NYCSHS@verizon.net to let us know you want to be a more active part of this exciting 
organization. 

And as I explain in each edition, we also need your photos and articles.  We can only publish what you provide to us. 
We get very positive feedback about the NYCentral Modeler each edition, so we must be doing a good job, but we 
cannot publish what we don’t have from you.  There is so much fine NYCS modeling being done but it isn’t being 
shared with the rest of us if you don’t send us those articles and photos. 

Please take a few minutes to consider doing an article for us.  We will help you with doing it.  We have material that 
will help you along.  In an earlier issue, I wrote an article about how to write an article.  Take a look at that article 
(1stQtr 2017) and contact us about sharing your modeling with all of us. All of our editions from 2011 through 2018 are 
now available on the NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018 DVD for sale in the Collinwood Shop.  Be sure to purchase a copy 
so that you have all of those. 

We need you to help us continue the work of the Society by volunteering to join us in the work of the Society. Now is 
the time to get up from the couch and tell us you are willing to be part of the future of the Society. Send me an email or 
give me a call and join the fun and excitement that is the NYCSHS. 

Of course we are very interested in your thoughts on this and you can always send me an email with those thoughts or 
climb aboard as a volunteer to NYCBigFour@verizon.net or 703-407-3059     

Thanks, Noel                                                                 



2019 NYCSHS Convention T-Shirt Order Form	
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Order Your NYCSHS 2019 Convention T-Shirt Today  

Again this year we worked with Daylight Sales to develop a unique t-shirt for the 
convention. The shirt features a NYCS Cigar Band logo on the left front and a graphic 
depicting the Buffalo Central Terminal on the back.  These shirts come in short and long 
sleeves in sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL, and XXXL.  The long sleeve shirts also come with and 
without pockets. 

They are available for order now and will be shipped shortly. (Shipping will be added). 
Ohio residents will pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Shirt pricing:  Short sleeve S, M, L, XL $19.97 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $15.97 

 Short sleeve XXL & XXXL $21.97 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $17.97 

 Long sleeve S, M, L, XL $23.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $18.65 

 Long sleeve XXL & XXXL $25.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $20.65 

 Long sleeve with pockets add $27.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $22.65 

 Long sleeve XXL & XXXL with pockets add $29.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members 
$24.65 

To order in the Collinwood Shop: http://www.nycshs.net/Convention-
Registration_c_23.html 

To download an order form:  http://www.nycshs.net/Convention-Registration_c_23.html 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership. 
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out. 
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we continue in the summer modeling season, the NYCHS would 
very much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will 
be released in the 4th Qtr. 2019 edition.  You should still be doing a 
little with your layout or modeling during these summer months. If 
you will be building things for your railroad or running your trains, 
this would be a good time to take some photos and do an article for us. 
We really would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. 
We offer a good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. 
Even if you don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some 
photos of your layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to 
make the next one, send them to us by Aug 15, 2019.  

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part.  

 
Preview Of 4 th

Quarter 2019 issue 

Bob Chapman returns with an article 
about building a Sunshine Models 

Express Reefer. 

And 

Bob Shaw continues his feature, 
“NYCS O-Gauge Model Railroading” 

in the October 1, 2019 edition.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 

photos for the 4th Qtr. 
2019 edition.  Let us see 

your handiwork. 

Seth Lakin’s 2-Part series 
on MC & CS  cabooses 
appears in the next issue. 




