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NYCentral Modeler
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad
in all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and
layouts. The objective of the publication is to help members improve their ability to
model the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an
article for us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net
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New York Central System Historical Society
The New York Central System
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was
organized in March 1970 by the
combined efforts of several
former employees of the New
York Central Railroad. The
NYCSHS is chartered as a nonprofit corporation under the laws
of the state of Ohio. The vision of
the NYCSHS is to be the
preferred source of information
and products related to the New
York Central System. The mission
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate
the legacy of the New York
Central System by acquiring and
preserving its history, traditions,
documents, and artifacts; and by
disseminating accurate information and products consistent
with good stewardship.
Your membership gets you four
issues of the popularly acclaimed

Central Headlight, the official
publication of the NYCSHS. The
Central Headlight is only available
to members, and each issue
contains a wealth of information
each quarter. From steam to diesel
(and electric), from freight to
passenger, from branchline to
mainline, the Central Headlight
covers them all. Our Annual
Meetings
focus
on
the
preservation of New York Central
railroad history with informative
speakers, presentations, and tours.
The Society also has many NYC
reference books and drawings
available for purchase. Membership is open to all; so don't delay;
join today! www.nycshs.net
Or you may download a membership form at:
https://nycshs.org/nycshsmembership/

Board of Directors
Nick Ariemma, J. Epperson, J.
P. Burgess, T.R. Gerbracht,
S.H. Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C.
Schiring, D. Staplin, R.L.
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K.
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield
Directors Emeriti:
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder)
D. Simonaitis, R.J. Barrett

Editor:
Noel Widdifield
Associate Editor: Bob Shaw
Engineering Dept.: Manuel
Duran-Duran
Harmon Files:
Larry Faulkner
O-Gauge Model Railroading:
Bob Shaw
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble
Layout Drawing Artist:
Frank Knight

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members. We meet on the phone about
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members.
The members of the committee are Dave Staplin, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay,
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin,
Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.
We have released over 300 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than
3,200 models and taken pre-orders for many more. We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and
O-scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be
released in coming months. Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more
information. Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net
We have released many new NYC models over the last four years, but if you have some ideas for
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net
NYCentral Modeler
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Greetings from the NYCSHS President
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President
Modeling the New York Central never seems to stop, fortunately for all of us. It has been a
busy last few months, as we have been providing photos and drawings to several
manufacturers for new models and decals they will be producing. One thing that makes
this so much better to do than it ever has been is our photo and map website. If you
haven’t heard about this, or checked out the website, you are in for a treat!
https://n317.fmphost.com/fmi/webd#RR_Research-ValMaps
I can’t say enough about what we now offer to everyone from our Archive Facility. The
work that has been done to offer this information is beyond me imagination! Last I heard,
there are somewhere around 36,000 images and maps. The nice thing is you can “surf” the
photos to see what we have. There is also a finder function to assist, but it looks at the
photo captions, which don’t exist on many photos, as we received them, caption-less.
To say that this is a boon to all of those modeling the NYC is an understatement. Now, I
have to qualify that everything the New York Central had isn’t in there. Please remember
that our documentation came from quite a few individual donations (AKA as “dumpster
diving”), we received nothing directly from the railroad. However, we still receive
materials and continue to scan them into the database. Look for more on getting this done
in the near future.
All these items are for sale as high-quality PDF’s through the Society’s Collinwood Shop.
Directions on how to do it are on our website, please scroll down to the instructions.
If you have materials you’d like to donate, please contact me and I will let you know how
we do it.

We call these “Stand-in” models, as they are close to
New York Central prototypes, have the flavor of the
NYC, but are not true representations of particular
prototypes. Overall, the perception is of the New York
Central, hence they stand-in for NYC equipment.

NYCentral Modeler

2nd Quarter 2019

4

From the Cab
Each time I finish laying out the magazine I am faced
with writing a couple of paragraphs here. I really enjoy
editing the NYCentral Modeler, but this short note is
always a challenge for me.
As I finish putting the current edition to bed I am
always confronted with planning for the next one. As I
begin to do that I realize that NYCS modelers are
getting fewer and fewer.
The manufacturers are
producing less NYCS models and the modeling
magazines are publishing almost no NYCS modeling.
We have a major challenge to keep the memory of the
NYCS alive and modelers are a major source of
preserving that memory. Are you doing your part to
help keep that memory alive?
Send us an email today and tell us you will share your
modeling with us. You can also call me at 703-407-3059
to find out more or to express interest. We hope to hear
from you.
Check out our website to see some of the volunteer
opportunities to help us. We critically need some
additional volunteers to keep the Society rolling along.
If you want to help, just send us an email or make a call
to volunteer. NYCSHS@verizon.net - 703-407-3059.
Website Opportunity List –
https://nycshs.org/volunteer-opportunities/
If you like what we do, or have suggestions, send me
your articles, comments, and/or corrections.
NYCBigFour@verizon.net
Thanks, Noel
Editor, NYCentral Modeler
NYCBigFour@verizon.net

NYCSHS Publications & Info

The NYCentral Modeler
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose
of providing NYCS modeling information. It is a
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –
- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for
personal use only. It is not for sale.
We encourage articles and photos submitted for
publication. Materials submitted are considered to
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her
representative(s). The Society reserves the right to
reject, for any reason, any material submitted.
We need articles for scales in addition to HO. We
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-,
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales,
but want more non-HO articles.
Please contact the editor for submission information
and guidelines. We have a style guide to be used
for articles and will send it to any aspiring author.
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.
Statements and opinions made are those of the
authors and don’t necessarily represent those of the
Society.
We make every effort to ensure all information is
technically correct, but do not guarantee it for
accuracy. All articles and photos should be sent to:
NYCBigFour@verizon.net

We really want to hear what you think
concerning this issue and about your modeling
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/New-YorkCentral-System-Historical-Society302109173240295/

NYCSHSFacebook

NYCSHS-Members

NYCSHS Central Headlight: R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net

NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org

NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com

NYCentral Modeler

NYC Passenger Cars: Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.
2019 Convention & Meeting
Buffalo, New York - May 31 – June 2, 2019
Buffalo Niagara Marriott
1340 Millersport Highway
Amherst, NY 14221

Schedule
Friday, May 31, 2019
• Registration 9 am – 9 pm
• Self-Guided Layout Tours 10:00 am –
4:00 pm
• Presentations 3 pm – 9:00 pm
• Collinwood Shop open
Saturday, June 1, 2019
• GVT Excursion Lockport – Falls Road
• Medina Railroad Museum Tour & Train
Ride
• Lunch on Train ($15.00 per Person)
• Buffalo Central Terminal
• Cocktail Hour 5:00 pm
• Banquet 6:00 pm
• Guest Speaker Victor Hand - 8:00 pm
• Annual Meeting
• Collinwood Shop open after meeting
Sunday, June 2 2019
• Presentations 10:00 am – 2 pm
• Train & Railroadiana Show 10:00 am –
3:00 pm
• Collinwood Shop 10:00 am – 3 pm
NYCSHS Website: www.NYCSHS.org to
download registration forms.
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net

Historic Sites

•
•
•

Buffalo Central Terminal
Buffalo Zoo
Canalside
Delaware Park – Front Park System
Buffalo Botanical Gardens
Albright – Knox Gallery
Buffalo City Hall
Buffalo & Erie County Naval &
Military Park
Times Beach Nature Reserve
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Martin House
Niagara Falls

•
•

Model Railroad Club of Buffalo
Michael Leonard’s Garden Railway

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hobby Stores & Layouts
Hotel Rooms

Hotel rooms will be available at the Buffalo
Niagara Marriott at $112.00 plus 13.75% tax per
night without breakfast. To qualify for this
reduced rate hotel reservations must be made prior
to May 1, 2019.
Website for hotel is:
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bufnybuffalo-marriott-niagara/
Reservations should be made at 800-228-9290 and
ask for a room at the Buffalo Niagara Marriott in
the Railroad Historical Society block.

Presenters
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alex Schneider – “NYC Rebuilt Pullman
Cars”
Dave Mackay – “Heavyweight
Passenger Cars in HO-Scale”
Dave Staplin “A/C on NYC
Heavyweight Coaches”
Craig Weed – “Double Tracking –
Albany – Schenectady”
Jeff English (Tentative)
Joe Burgess – “NYC Bay Window
Cabooses”
John Dahl – “NY to Buffalo & Niagara
Falls on the Water Level Route”
Jerry Bertoldo – “NYCS Dining
Service”
Rich Stoving – “NYCS’s Streamstyled
Steam Locomotives”
Manuel Duran-Duran & Larry Faulkner
– “Digital Modeling of the NYCS”
Jim Suhs – “The Kankakee Belt Route”
Dan Maners – “Lines East Interlocking
Towers”
Ken Patterson – “Upper Harlem Division
Operations”
Richard Vanderbilt & Mike Fox –
“Restoring NYC E-Units”

We are still signing up presenters. If you have a
presentation you would like to give, contact Otto
Vondrak at ovondrak@yahoo.com
Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and layouts
is the best that the committee understands as of February
25, 2019, and may change due to factors beyond its
control.
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New York Central System Historical Society
2019 Convention & Meeting
Buffalo, NY - May 31 – June 2, 2019
Registration Form

Please Print
Name of Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member #_________

Name(s) of Additional Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________State/Province_________Zip/Postal Code_________

Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________
Emergency Contact Name (Other than traveling companions)__________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone Number___________________________Relationship_______________________
Number of Attendees________________ Total Amount Paid $______________________

Banquet Choices: Number of each selection. (Must add up to the number of registrations.)
Beef___

Chicken____

Vegetarian_______

Please send payment & registration to: NYCSHS
Convention 2019
Ralph Schiring
16623 Oak Street
Omaha, NE 68130-2051
Please make checks payable to NYCSHS, Inc.

Registration Fee:

NYCSHS Members’ (Including family members) cost is $179.00 each for all activities
including the Saturday evening banquet. Non-members can register at $179.00 plus a fee
of $44.00. The extra fee covers membership in the Society for one year, including all rights
and benefits, along with one year of the Central Headlight.
Hotel Rooms have been made available at the: Buffalo Marriott Niagara
1340 Millersport Highway
Amherst, NY 14221
Please call 800-228-9290 asking for a room at the Buffalo Niagara Marriott
in the Railway Historical Society (NYCSHS) block. Rooms can be reserved at the rate of
$112.00 single plus 13.75% tax. Cut off date for a reservation is Tuesday, May 1, 2019.
You are responsible for making your own reservations. They are not included in this
registration.
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2019 NYCSHS Convention T-Shirt Order Form
Order Your NYCSHS 2019 Convention T-Shirt Today

Again this year we worked with Daylight Sales to develop a unique t-shirt for the
convention. The shirt features a NYCS Cigar Band logo on the left front and a graphic
depicting the Buffalo Central Terminal on the back. These shirts come in short and long
sleeves in sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL, and XXXL. The long sleeve shirts also come with and
without pockets.
They are available for order now and can be picked up at the Convention to save postage or
will be shipped shortly after the Convention if you are not attending. (Shipping will be
added if we ship). Ohio residents will pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Shirt pricing: Short sleeve S, M, L, XL $19.97 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $15.97
Short sleeve XXL & XXXL $21.97 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $17.97
Long sleeve S, M, L, XL $23.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $18.65
Long sleeve XXL & XXXL $25.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $20.65
Long sleeve with pockets add $27.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members $22.65
Long sleeve XXL & XXXL with pockets add $27.32 MSRP, NYCSHS Members
$22.65
To order in the Collinwood Shop: http://www.nycshs.net/ConventionRegistration_c_23.html
To download an order form: http://www.nycshs.net/Convention-Registration_c_23.html
NYCentral Modeler
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New York Central System Historical Society
Convention 2018 T-Shirt Order Form
Please Print
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______
Address________________________________________________________________
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________
Number of T-shirts Purchased___________________________
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS
Short Sleeve T-shirts in sizes S – XL are $15.97 each for NYCSHS members and
$19.97 for non-members. Add $2.00 for XXL & XXXL.
Long Sleeve T-shirts in sizes S – XL are $18.65 each for NYCSHS members and
$23.32 for non-members. Add $2.00 for XXL & XXXL.
Long Sleeve S – XL with Pockets 20.65 each for NYCSHS members and $25.32
for non-members.
Long Sleeve XXL – XXXL with Pockets 22.65 each for NYCSHS members and
$27.32 for non-members.
Short Sleeve Size________ #_________
Long Sleeve Size________#__________
Pocket _________#___________
Ship_____ Pick Up at Convention_______
Total Price enclosed: $_______________
Shipping is extra if not picked up at the convention. Ohio residents must pay
8% Ohio Sales Tax. Non-US customers must order from out Collinwood Shop.
(US currency only.)

Mail this form and check or money order to:
NYCSHS
NYCentral Modeler Order
P.O. Box 328
Shady Side, MD 20764
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New York Central System Historical Society
2019 Convention & Meeting
Buffalo, NY - May 31 – June 2, 2019
Lunch Registration Form

Please Print
Name of Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member #_________

Name(s) of Additional Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________State/Province_________Zip/Postal Code_________

Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________
Number of Attendees________________ Total Amount Paid $______________________

The lunch will be provided by Medina Train Museum and consist of
Ham/Turkey with cheese, lettuce, and tomato, Macaroni Salad, Chips, a
beverage and a cookie.
Lunch Choices: Number of each selection. (Each lunch is $15.00)
Turkey___

Ham____

Please send payment NYCSHS

Convention 2019
Ralph Schiring
16623 Oak Street
Omaha, NE 68130-2051

Please make checks payable to NYCSHS, Inc.

Lunch Fee
Total lunches ordered:_________________ @ $15.00 each for total enclosed:________________
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Tom Long – Modeling a ¾ Lightning Stripe FA/FB in N-Scale

Page 43

Tom Long is an avid Boston and Albany fan and N-scale modeler, and has
been a member of the NYCSHS since 2004. Tom became a fan of the B&A after
moving to Framingham, MA in 1991. While there, he attended Joseph P. Keefe
Technical High School, just across the street from Nevins Yard. Tom lived at
milepost 23 and would walk to and from school along the B&A.
Tom has a Bachelors of Science in Electrical Engineering from the University of Texas at
Austin and a Graduate Certificate in Systems Engineering from Johns Hopkins University.
He and his wife Karen currently live in Maryland where he works for the Navy as a Systems
Engineer. This is Tom’s third article in the NYCentral Modeler.

Stan Madyda – Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit

Page 46

Growing up in Hastings-on-Hudson, NY, Stan had the Hudson Division on
one of town and the Putnam Division on the other side. A summer bungalow
located just north of Kingston, NY (MP 93.5) and along the New York Central
River Division was where he first started watching trains at age 3. At age 5, he
got a Lionel train set and it was downhill from there.
While working at a job shortly after college, he met Bob Arnold, a well-known modeler at
the time and joined his U-Line HO model railroad club. There he learned many skills and
techniques from accomplished modelers, some with whom he continues to maintain
friendships and sees on a weekly basis. If there is a home layout in his future, it will be
based on the River Division from Port Ewen to the cement plants in Alsen.
Joining the Danbury Railway Museum when it was formed in 1994, Stan oversees the
archives and helps with the restoration of NYC #19322, the museum’s wooden caboose. He
was also instrumental in getting two former New York Central ACMUs donated to the
Museum. Currently serving as President, he hopes to see the two electric locomotives in
Glenmont, NY finally get to Danbury, a project he has been involved with since 2006.
For over 40 years, Stan has worked in the direct marketing field providing mailing list
services to catalogs, publications, book clubs and non-profits. Business travel always
includes time for museums and prototype railroading.

NYCentral Modeler
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Nick Ariemma – Amherst Railway Society – The Big Show

Page 52

Some of Nick Ariemma’s earliest memories include riding the shores of
the Hudson courtesy of his Grandfather’s NYC System pass. He tried
the RR life and signed on with the Central during their last summer,
Gandy Dancing out of Manhattan’s West Side yards before returning to
college that Sept. A lifelong railfan committed to mission of the Society,
he enjoys photography and his garden railroad.
Nick has served as an NYCSHS Director since 4th qtr. 2015 and currently chair’s the
Membership Committee. He’s an active member of the Archive Committee and has scanned
more than 2,000 negatives as part of the digitization project. He’s an Associate Editor of the
Central Headlight and has written a number of articles. A long time model railroader, he
helped O Gauge Railroading magazine move into the digital age by building and
maintaining their first website. Nick also provided on-line customer service and marketing
support for Aristo-Craft Trains for 14 years.
Nick earned his MS in Communication Science from Montclair State University and his BS
from Seton Hall University. He holds professional certificates in Instructional Design from
the University of Michigan and in Interactive Learning Technology from the University of
Nebraska.
Nick and Valerie Ariemma have been married for 47 years, have two adult daughters and
three grandchildren. They live in Westwood, NJ within earshot of the old NYWS&B, now
CSX’s River Sub.

Bob Shaw – Lionel Train Restoration – You Can Do It

Page 55

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest the New York Central
began as a boy peering out of the window of his dad’s Studebaker as
they drove by the huge ALCO Works. He marveled at the size of the
new steam engines he saw, many with NYC markings, and was pleased
when Santa left a “real” Lionel 2026 steam engine set under the tree
later that year.
Bob likes to “talk trains” with friends as a member of TCA (Train Collectors Association),
LOTS (Lionel Operating Train Society), and NYCSHS as he’s looking forward to seeing
everyone at our next convention in Buffalo, N.Y..
Bob wrote 13 previous layout articles about building his NYC Water Level Route layout. In
Part 14 of his O-Gauge Model Railroading column, Bob discusses the satisfaction that comes
from restoring a vintage Post-war 1656 switcher and 6403B tender.
NYCentral Modeler
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Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher,
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan. When not “training”, they enjoy visiting
their twin sons, “spoiling” their two grandchildren, traveling and getting together with
friends. In addition, Bob heads a LLC that provides marketing and communications
consulting to global clients.

Tom Bailey – A Heavyweight Combine in HO-Scale

Page 64

Tom has been submitting stories to the NYCentral Modeler for about a
decade now. His interest in trains goes back before he can remember. He
grew up in Ann Arbor, Michigan near both the NYC Michigan
Central mainline and also the Ann Arbor Railroad. He started modeling
with the really old Strombecker wood and cardboard trains, and
transitioned into more detailed models by around age 10.
The kits were more detailed, but he claims his results usually weren't. He started modifying
commercial kit steam locomotives to approximate NYC versions, and about a decade later,
got enough better that he came up with a couple of versions of H-5 and H-7 Mikado types
that were good enough that he still uses them. Photos of these have appeared in some of his
articles in previous editions. A side note: somewhere along the line he also got interested in
streetcars and interurbans and has written about those too, most recently in the MR Model
Railroad Planning 2017 magazine.
He says that as he has become more antique, he has completed relatively few new projects,
as his patience and skills have slowly deteriorated. He claims that he already has too much
for my modest layout, which was also profiled here in the 3rd Qtr. 2015 edition.
In real life, he had parallel careers as an active and reserve Air Force officer and as a
proposal writer, editor and supervisor for three aerospace manufacturers. He retired from
the Air Force as a colonel in 1996, and retired from what is now L-3 Technologies in 2006.

Dean Apostal with Dave Staplin – Modeling a NYC Air Conditioned
Coach Car – Circa 1941
Page 73

Dean

Dean’s uncle worked for New York Central in the East Rochester yards for
many years. Both his father and he witnessed the Central during the late 1920s
through the 1950s. This is an era he believes all of us would have wished we
had witnessed. He has always liked the New York Central and has fond and
memories of the railroad connected to his family.

NYCentral Modeler
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He runs an auto parts business in Los Angeles and has designed and tooled many
mechanical parts. His specialty is DCC conversions on both diesel and steam, and he models
in HO-scale. He says that while new, and at times naïve, around the function and detail of
railroads, he has the desire to learn and appreciates the Society’s generosity with
information they offer to those in need of NYCS information and guidance.
Dave was born in in Rochester, New York, the grandson of William Ray
Staplin, a New York Central employee for almost 50 years. Besides trips back
and forth on the train to Utica, where his grandparents lived, his father would
take him to watch trains near the GRS plant in West Rochester.
His first employment in the rail industry was during summers with the P&LE
Dave
in Pittsburgh, where his family had moved in 1960. His major in Civil Engineering at the
University of Michigan was inspired by Alfred Perlman, the president of New York Central.
After graduation, he worked for 45 years in the rail industry with Penn Central, the United
States Railway Association, Conrail, Seaboard System (became CSX), Amtrak and the
American Railway Engineering Association. He retired in June of 2015 and is doing some
part-time consulting. Married in 1973, he and wife, Jane, raised two daughters, Jennifer and
Alison.
Dave’s modeling of the New York Central goes back to 1960. He has made presentations on
passenger car modeling at two of the Society’s annual meetings.

Imagine Yourself Pictured Here with the Title of Your Article and Page #

We know that you are a great modeler and we would love to see some of your work here in
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do and our readers would love to hear
about your layout, collection of modeling skills.
All it takes is for you to spend some time either taking photos of your layout and then
writing about it. Developing an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building
something for your hobby, just take photos as you build and then write the article from the
photos. If you have a collection, just take some time to photograph some of your favorites
and then just write about how and why you have collected what you have.
We are prepared to help you do this. All you need to do is contact us and we will provide
the help and guidance that will allow you to write a great article to share with all of us.
We are interested in any scale and welcome interesting and unusual modeling. We would
welcome your layout, collection or modeling article. Of course we want lots of photos and
captions for each photo to share with our readers.
Step up to doing sometime for us today. You will love seeing your name and article title
here and seeing your hobby showcased in the magazine.

NYCentral Modeler
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The NYCentral Modeler Continues to Need Articles
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling. We know from our surveys that we have
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know many of you think you
don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do. We can provide you with tools to
help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know more about
your collecting, modeling, or your layout. It only takes a couple of hours, and a camera or
cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get you
started. Help us help you to tell our members about your hobby. We are interested in all
scales and all of the different ways we share this hobby. Our readers want to hear about
your modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059
Thanks, Noel Editor, NYCentral Modeler

NYCentral Modeler
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo”

Tell us what you think this car might be and where it was found. For extra credit tell us the date
and occasion for the photo. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net

Hall of Heroes- Two of our new authors will receive our
NYCSHS Magazine Writer T-Shirt for their first article in the
magazine.
Stan Maydyda and Nick Ariemma join our Hall of Heroes and
receive a T-shirt

NYCentral Modeler
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Join the NYCSHS Today and Be a Part of the Best

Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store. We
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs,
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts,
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mouse pads, cups, and
art prints -- all with the NYC logo.
Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at
20% off MSRP. For some of the locos, this means a savings of more than $50 each.
To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today. Memberships start at only $44
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”.
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”.

NYCentral Modeler
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New York Central System
Historical Society
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ 07630-0264

2019 New Membership Application
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------

$44.00

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD
Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight
---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD
---- Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ----- ADD

$15.00

Options:
Contributing Member *
Sustaining Member

$44.00
$15.00
$50.00

---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$16.00

* ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$36.00

TOTAL

$____________

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society.
These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight.
Membership runs January 1 to December 31.
You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html

Please fill in all blanks.
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________________

State: _________

9 Digit Zip________________________
Country if outside U.S.A. _______________________________________________________________
e-Mail Address: _______________________________________ Phone: _________________________
Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________ What Scale? __________________________
Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.

Yes

No
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New York Central System
Historical Society
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ 07630-0264

2019 Membership Renewal Form
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------

$44.00

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD
Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight
---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD
---- Other Countries - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ----- ADD
Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------

$15.00

Options:
Contributing Member *
Sustaining Member

$44.00
$15.00
$50.00
$ --0-$40.00

---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$16.00

* ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD

$36.00

TOTAL

$____________ _

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be
acknowledged in Central Headlight. Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY.
Membership runs January 1 to December 31.
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html

Please fill in all blanks.

****

Membership #_________________

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________________________

State: _________

9 Digit Zip________________________

Yes

Is this a new address?

No

Country if outside U.S.A. _______________________________________________________________
e-Mail Address: _______________________________________ Phone: _________________________
Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________ What Scale? __________________________
Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?
Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.

Yes
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N-Scale Locomotives
Atlas

NYC ALCo FA-1
The ALCO FA was a family of B-B diesel
locomotives designed to haul freight trains. The
locomotives were built by a partnership of ALCO
and General Electric in Schenectady, New York,
between January 1946 and May 1959. They were of
a cab unit design, and both cab-equipped lead (A
unit) FA and cabless booster (B unit) FB models
were built. A dual passenger-freight version, the
FPA/FPB, was also offered. It was equipped with a
steam generator for heating passenger cars.
Externally, the FA and FB models looked very
similar to the ALCO PA models produced in the
same period. Both the FA and PA models were
styled by General Electric's Ray Patten. They
shared many of the same characteristics both
aesthetically and mechanically. It was the
locomotive's mechanical qualities (the ALCO 244
V-12 prime mover) and newer locomotive models
from both General Motors Electro-Motive Division
(EMD) and General Electric (the partnership with
ALCO was dissolved in 1953) that ultimately led to
the retirement of the FA/FB locomotive model
from revenue service.
Features:
• Accurate lettering and crisp detailing
• Powerful motor
• Finely detailed body
• Durable metal wheels
• Directional LED’s (Where appropriate)
• Three road numbers
(DC & No Sound) MSRP $109.95
Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2019

NYCentral Modeler

DCC OPERATION FEATURES (GOLD
LOCOMOTIVES ONLY)
• Supports all DCC-programming modes
• DCC includes RailCom and RailComPlus,
with 14, 28 or 128 speed steps and with 2digit and 4-digit addressing.
• Flexible mapping of function keys F0 to F28.
• A total of 6 DCC function outputs are
available, and all can be function mapped
(disable, brightness, light effects)
individually
• Follows all NMRA DCC standards and
recommended practices.
ESU LOKSOUND FEATURES (GOLD
LOCOMOTIVES ONLY):
• Over 20 sound effects are available, including
engine start-up and shutdown, prime mover
sounds through all eight notches, bell, air
horn, air compressor, dynamic brakes and
more.
• There are up to 16 user-selectable horns, 2
user-selectable bells, and 2 user-selectable
synchronized brake squeals.
• Manual and Automatic Notching modes with
the ability to change modes "on the fly" are
provided for true realism.
(DCC & Sound) MSRP $219.95 Expected Delivery
2nd Qtr. 2019
Available in the Collinwood Shop.

NYC ALCo FB-1 (DC No Sound & DCC W/
Sound)
Same features as FA-1 above. Three road numbers.
Expected

DC – No Sound MSRP $109.95

2nd Quarter 2019
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DCC w/ Sound MSRP $219.95 Expected Delivery
2nd Qtr. 2019 for both.
Available in the Collinwood Shop.

N-Scale Rolling Stock
RailSmith Models

•
•
•
•
•

Fully assembled
Working Knuckle couplers
Metal wheels
Interior details
Silver grab irons & window frames

MSRP $39.90 Expected delivery now.

HO-Scale Rolling Stock
Rapido

NYC Pullman 10-6 Sleeper Salmon River
RailSmith Models acquired the toolings for N-scale
passenger cars from Walthers in 2018. This is the
first of those models delivered back to the hobby.
This 10-6 sleeper was built by Pullman Standard in
1948-49. Delivered in the Two-Tone Gray scheme,
this car and 95 other 10-6 sleepers in this named
‘RIVER’ class, were used all over the NYC system.
They were also seen in transcontinental service on
trains such as Santa Fe’s Chief and ESPEE’s City of
San Francisco as well as the San Francisco Overland.

NYC Flexi Flo ACF 3,500 cubic ft.

Features:
•
•
•
•
•

Fully assembled
Working Knuckle couplers
Metal wheels
Interior details
Silver grab irons & window frames

NYC (as delivered) – Six road numbers 125-ton
trucks, 6-panel body with horizontal ribs and large
hatches

MSRP $39.90 Expected delivery now.

NYC Pullman 10-6 Sleeper Hudson River
This 10-6 sleeper was built by Pullman Standard in
1948-49. Delivered in the Two-Tone Gray scheme,
this car and 95 other 10-6 sleepers in this named
‘RIVER’ class, were used all over the NYC system.
They were also seen in transcontinental service on
trains such as Santa Fe’s Chief.
Features:

NYCentral Modeler

NYC (as delivered) – Four road numbers, 3-panel
body with horizontal ribs and large hatches.

NYC (as delivered) – Three road numbers, 3-panel
body with vertical ribs and small hatches
This car has been announced with no pricing or
expected delivery dates provided. Stay tuned.
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Accurail

•
•

33" InterMountain Metal Wheelsets
Kadee® Metal Knuckle Couplers

MSRP $39.95 Expected Delivery Soon

Walthers
T&OC 36’ Double Sheath Wood Boxcar
T&OC 12850 - 13299, 450 cars, were built by
Pullman in Pullman, Illinois, in March through
June of 1910, Pullman lot number 5199. This data
comes from Pullman production records; although
we have found nothing in the NYC classification
books or Lot lists. There were a huge number of 36ft cars built in the 1910-1912 period, which were all
nominally Spec 248, but there were significant
visible differences between them. So without a
photo of any T&OC 36-ft cars, it isn't possible to
say if the Accurail model is completely
correct. Certainly it is an acceptable stand-in. From
selected issues of the ORERs for the specific T&OC
series, the numbers of those cars still running were
dropping precipitously in the late 20s and the
number was zero by the October 1930 issue.
MSRP $18.98 Expected Delivery Now

PCF NYC 50’ Insulated Boxcar
These WalthersMainline Pacific Car and Foundry
50' Insulated boxcars are right at home on HO Scale
layouts from the 1960s to 2000s. Based on class RBL
prototypes with insulation and load restraints, the
prototypes were shipper favorites for food,
beverages, packaged chemicals and finished wood
products.
Features:

Available in the Collinwood Shop.

•

Intermountain

•
•
•

MDT (NYC) Wood Side Reefer
This wood sided refrigerator car is painted with
white sides, oxide red roof and ends, and a black
under frame. The lettering is black with red and
blue stripes at the sill. The car is equipped with
metal wheelsets and Kadee® couplers.
Features:
•
•

Laser Sharp Painting and Lettering
Six Road Numbers

NYCentral Modeler

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Limited edition - one time run of these road
numbers!
Affordably priced and nicely detailed with:
As-built version with high ladders and seethrough running boards
Correct Plate B dimensions:
o 50' 8-1/4" Long over end sills
o 10' Wide
o 15' Tall
9' Youngstown plug doors
Detailed brake gear
Hydra-Cushion cylinder detail and extended
draft gear
Late improved Dreadnaught ends
Diagonal panel roof
Riveted sides
70-ton roller bearing trucks
Two different car numbers for each roadname
Correct 33" turned-metal wheel sets
Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers
Three road numbers
MSRP $27.98 Expected Delivery Now
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Available in the Collinwood Shop.
Atlas

Single car or Three-car pack

NYC Combine Kit

It appears they are offering three different car numbers
for the same model. The car numbers, however, span
two
different
production
lots:
P&LE 20000 - 20999, Lot 800-B, built 11-12-50 by
DSI. P&LE 21000 - 21999, Lot 816-B, built 3-4-51 by
DSI.

BCW Kit #s 1233 without A/C /1234 with A/C – Road
#s 244- 278

The two lots were built only a few months apart and
were more or less the same, although specialties like
hand brakes, etc., may have varied.
As to paint scheme, we do not have any photos of cars
that show the exact scheme. This is not an as-built
scheme. All the photos we have of the cars with the
"Serves the Steel Centers" slogan have the oval from the
1955-59 period, not the cigar band. (As an aside, the
cigar band with body color in the background rather
than white was not called for in standards laid forth by
the parent company. It appears to be something that
individual shops did on an ad hoc basis, more so by
P&LE, but also by some other system shops here and
there. We don't think DSI in East Rochester ever varied
from the full black-white-red cigar band.)

Kits come with and without air conditioning - You must
select.
Kits have resin car sides and come less trucks and
couplers.
MSRP $59.95 Expected Delivery Soon
Available in the Collinwood Shop.

O-Scale Locomotives
Lionel

NYC J-3

Bottom line: this model seems to be very close if not
completely prototypical.
Three car pack – MSRP 55.98 Expected Delivery
April 2019
Single Car - $18.98 Expected Delivery April 2019
Available in the Collinwood Shop.

Bethlehem Car Works

NYCentral Modeler
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MSRP $1,499.99 Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr. 2019
Made to Order

Set Includes Legacy J-3a Hudson- as delivered
with Boxpok drivers, polished rods and cylinder
heads, Baggage #8539, Coaches #2181/2189, &
Observation #2599. Minimum curve 054
MSRP $1999.99 Expected Delivery 4th Qtr. 2019
Additional passenger cars available.
http://catalogs.lionel.com/19bb/

NYC 1939 Pacemaker Set

NYCentral Modeler
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AA Units MSRP $899.99 Pair, B Unit Powered
$449.99, Unpowered $ 429.99 Expected Delivery
3rd Qtr. 2019

NYC ALCo FA/FB-2

NYC GE “Bi-Polar” (Never existed in real life)

MSRP $1,299.99 Expected delivery 4th Qtr. 2019

NYCentral Modeler
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Lionel
O-Scale Rolling Stock
Atlas

NYC 40’ Flatcar with Sherman Tank Load

P&LE 40’ 1937 AAR Single Door Boxcar (2-Rail &
3-Rail)
The 40’ 1937 AAR Single Door Box Car is well
constructed with high quality craftsmanship.
Featuring accurate painting and lettering, this 40’
1937 AAR Single Door Box Car captures the history
and nostalgia of the real life model with great
detail.
Features:
• Wire grab irons
• Die-cast ladders
• Weighted chassis
• Etched metal roofwalk
• Bettendorf trucks
• Prototypical painting and lettering
• Minimum diameter curve: O-36 (3-rail)
Please note: Atlas "O" scale couplers can also be
used on both 2-rail and 3-rail versions.
Two road numbers are available per road name.
The Atlas car is generally correct for P&LE 30000 30499, Lit 682-B, built 1940 by Pressed Steel Car in
McKees Rocks, PA. Lot 682-B was the very first
forty-foot AAR boxcars built for the New York
Central System.
Three-Rail MSRP $79.95 Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr.
2019
Two-Rail MSRP $84.95 Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr.
2019

MSRP $129.99 Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr. 2019

Available in the Collinwood Shop.

NYCentral Modeler
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Lionel Chief

MSRP AA $549.99, B Unit $299.99 Expected
Delivery 2019
A few other Lionel NYC items are advertised in
the 2019 Catalog http://catalogs.lionel.com/19bb/

Large Scale Locomotives
Accucraft Trains

NYC EMD FTA/A & FTB Unit

NYC Light Mikado 1/32-Scale
Aster Hobby and Accucraft Trains officially
announced two new Gauge One locomotive kits
coming out this year.
Coming this August 2019, we will be releasing an
improved version of Aster’s USRA Light Mikado 28-2. The original Aster Light Mikado was produced
in 1999 and was offered in a basic version with
available upgrades. See the list of new features
below that have been added to this new updated
design. Production quantity will be limited to 60
units.

Directly following the Light Mikado, we will
introduce the brand new Aster USRA Heavy
Mikado 2-8-2, with delivery planned for November
2019. This model will share many of the same
improved features as the Light Mikado but with
the larger boiler casing, larger smoke box and cab
of the Heavy Mikado. Production quantity limited
to 160 units.
Specifications:
•
•
•
•
•

NYCentral Modeler

Light Mikado - Dimensions: 30.3 x 4.02 x
6.49 inch (770 x 102 x 164.8 mm)
Minimum radius: 7 feet (2.0 meter)
Weight: 15.7 lbs. (7.1 kg)
Two cylinders w/ D-slide valve
Walschaert's valve gear
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•
•
•
•
•

Smoke tube boiler (400 CC at 70% full)
60 psi working pressure
Wick tube alcohol burner (glass fiber
wicks)
200 CC alcohol tank in Tender
Hand pump water tank

New Features of the Aster Accucraft Light
Mikado:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cast-Iron Driver Wheels
Fully equalized chassis
Stainless steel machined driving rods
Axle pump with additional 20% capacity
from previous option
Washout plug for the water gauge
Newly designed tender
Kingston valve in water tank
Increased water capacity (450cc)
Increased fuel capacity (300cc)
Detachable fuel tank
Detachable roof
Many newly designed aesthetic details
added around smokebox, front buffer, and
boiler case.

“Starting Small to Make a Big Splash” by
Roger Carp pp. 30 – 35
This article about an O-gauge layout includes
some very nice photos of NYC O-gauge
locomotives and rolling stock.
“Whistle While They
Anderson pp. 60 - 62

Work”

by

Gary

This is an article about Marx and Lionel
locomotives in the 1940s. The featured loco is a
Marx Commodore Vanderbilt windup with
photos.

Classic Toy Trains February 2019

AST-103-1K New York Central Railroad, Alcohol
Fired, Kit
Kit MSRP $3,900.00 Available Now
AST-103-1R New York Central Railroad, Alcohol
Fired, RTR
RTR MSRP $5,000.00 Available Now
https://www.accucraftestore.com/g1-astermikado

Magazines
Classic Toy Trains January 2019

NYCentral Modeler

“Flyer Knuckles Down in ‘52” by Ted Hamler
pp. 62 -64
This is an article about American Flyer adding
knuckle couplers to its line of products in 1952.
One of the featured train sets is # K5206 American
Flyer Four-Car Fright Set with a NYC Hudson
loco and four cars.

Classic Toy Trains March 2019
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This issue includes a great color photo on the cover
of a NYC F-3.

“Personal Favorites from the Art Deco Era”
by Keith Wills p. 28

“Photo Album p. 13”

The author reminisces about the era when
Lionel and American Flyer created some of the
classic art deco designed locomotives. This
includes the 20th Century Limited NYC
Streamlined Hudson.

A photo of John Orlich’s O-gauge layout features a
Lionel #221 NYC 2-6-4 (??) streamlined
locomotive and cars from the early post-WWII era.
“Lionel for 1949” by Joe Algozzine and Roger
Carp pp. 40 – 47

Model Railroader January 2019

With its 50th anniversary only a year away, Lionel
introduce the year with a lineup shown in its 1949
consumer catalog that contained many NYC
models. It is an interesting article with many
photos of those models.

Classic Trains Spring 2019

“Ask MR” “Which railroads ran Vanderbilt
Tenders?” p. 22
This question is answered and includes
information about the Vanderbilt design being
patented in 1901 by Cornelius Vanderbilt. A
short interesting answer for NYC fans.

Model Railroader January 2019
“On the Job Training” by Chris Burger – pp. 90
- 94
As a management trainee, Chris was exposed
to a wide range of the NYC before running
steam for the US Army. He tells us some of
his adventures in this interesting article.

Model Railroader December 2018

“Heritage Fleet” “Live Steam Hudsons were
Popular Models” by Keith Wills p. 27
An interesting article on live steam Hudsons
from O-gauge to 3”-scale.

NYCentral Modeler
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O Scale Trains Jan/Feb 2019

“O Scale Archeology” by Jim DeBruin pp. 30
– 35
This article covers “Scale-Craft – Part 2:
Identifying and Dating Scale Craft Models”. It
continues the coverage of Scale-Craft models
including the NYC ones.

Catalogs
“O Scale Archeology” by Jim DeBruin pp. 16
– 21
This article covers “Scale-Craft – Part 1:
American Model Engineers and Early Years. “
The author covers many NYC locomotives and
rolling stock beginning with the offerings
prior to WW II. It includes several photos of
NYCS locos and rolling stock.

This catalog contains 255 pages of everything
you can imagine from Lionel for 2019.

O Scale Trains Mar/Apr 2019

http://catalogs.lionel.com/19bb/

Steam Locomotives of the
New York Central

NYCL I CCC&St.L 7475 U-61 (Rebuilt from G-66 2-8-0 #713 at Beech Grove) E. St. Louis, Illinois.

NYCentral Modeler
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Noel
Good morning and Happy New Year!
This is for the NYC Modeler RPO:
Does anyone know if there has ever been a
model produced of the New York Central
Xplorer? A check with Brass Guide doesn't
show it ever being done in any scale. I
thought Overland might have done it
many years ago in HO, but can't find any
evidence that it was.
I have been gathering bits and pieces of
info on this train over the years, from
many sources, but have yet to find a good
set of plans. NYCSHS has a drawing of the
locomotive and the Pullman passenger
books have some car drawings, which are
interesting. It would be great if there was a
good scale drawing of the entire
train. Always liked this train much better
than that GM Aerotrain, which was just a
bunch of city bus bodies strung together.
Jim Kehn, Pickerington, OH
Jim.
To the best of our knowledge none was
ever produced, but perhaps our readers
know of such a model.
Thanks, Noel
Noel,
I finished my COHS quarterly book on
Pere Marquette Berkshires and it is now
available from COHS.org. Not much NYC
in the book other than references to the
NYC working with Lima to build the H10. Kind of found it interesting that NYC
wanted to improve upon the H-7 and
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came up with the H-10. However, the H-7s
lasted in service longer than the H10! Maybe Tom Gerbracht will write a
KNOW THEY MIKADOS book someday.
Doug Braden is working hard on his NYC
O scale layout. Increased his locomotive
roster at the Indy O show and the
Cleveland O show. That guy can find
more deals than anyone I know.
Dick Wagner had a Christmas time open
house for his neighborhood of his O scale
railroad. I was a helper and watched a
Dreyfess Hudson by Weaver circle
around. In my imagination kept thinking
how good a complete NYC Mercury set
would look instead.
Working on an old PRR project right now.
2 railing an MTH Lima LS25 center cab
diesel.
Have to give a talk in mid January to our
local Civil War Round Table on the Great
Locomotive Chase, so have to get busy on
that.
Hope you had a great holiday. New
Modeler looks terrific!
Jim
Discussion between Dave Staplin and
Jeff English about Accurail T&OC Boxcar
Release.
Jeff:
What do you have to say about the T&OC
box?
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Dave
I don't have complete information on these
cars; they somehow escaped coverage in
the various resources I have, and I do not
have any photos either.
What I can tell you is that T&OC 12850 13299, 450 cars, were built by Pullman in
Pullman, Illinois, in March through June of
1910, Pullman lot number 5199. This data
comes from Pullman production records;
as I said I have found nothing in the NYC
classification books or Lot lists.
There was a huge number of 36-ft cars
built in the 1910-1912 period, which were
all nominally Spec 248, but there were
significant visible differences between
them. So without a photo of any T&OC
36-ft cars, I can't say if the Accurail model
is OK. Certainly it is an acceptable standin at least, and in that regard it's just as
good as several other items in the Society's
store.
Jeff English, Troy, NY
Jeff,
Do you have any equipment registers that
would verify if there were cars lettered
T&OC by 1940? By 1949?
Dave,
I do have data from selected issues of the
ORERs. For the specific T&OC series
we've been discussing, the numbers were
dropping precipitously in the late 20s and
the number was zero by the October 1930
issue. The story is substantially the same

NYCentral Modeler

for all other T&OC boxcar series I have
recorded data for.
Sometimes I think people really don't get
that a lot of the subsidiaries had been
substantially
expunged
by
the
Depression. Even the Big Four and MC
were disappearing fast by the time WW II
ended and they too were gone by the very
early 50s. Hope this helps.
Jeff
Noel,
First, let me thank you for the fine work
we’re
seeing
in
the
NYCentral
Modeler. This magazine has added a great
value to membership.
I am modeling the northern section of the
Harlem Division, from Dover Plains up to
Chatham, NY, during the transition
era. While I’m able to determine the
passenger schedule during those years, I’d
like to get some info on freight
movements. I have the Lou Grogan book,
but while it shows photos of substantial
freight trains, there is virtually no info as
to where the cars were headed. I’ve also
searched the OpsSIG database, but don’t
see any references to the Harlem Division.
Do you have any suggestions as to where I
might be able to obtain this information?
Bob Hans, Middletown, NJ
Hello there,
I hope I am emailing the correct place.
Anyhow, I am interested in beginning a
model train layout for the Harlem
2nd Quarter 2019
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Division. I live in Pawling, NY. I’d like to
model my hometown run of this.
I have found resources to be quite sparse
in reference to Pawling and it’s rail
history. I did find a sketch from a man
named Lou Grogan on the website.

I was hoping that you all could help me
find the stock and locos that did indeed
travel this portion of track. Things I would
like to include would be the switches and
sidings, and perhaps the main line run a
mile or two on either side of town. Space is
a concern, but there is an Appalachian trail
just north of town I’d like to include
because I feel that it is rather unique.
I’d love to hear back.
Best regards,
Jake Clowry

This drawing states that it isn’t to scale
and roughly from around 1920.

Bob & Jake,
Here's a link to the 1949 NYC Freight
Schedules. If one looks through the 360
pages, there should be hints as to service
on the Harlem.
http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/i
mages/train-49.pdf
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President
Noel,

Forgive the quality this is a picture of a
picture. But here you can see the factory to
the upper left, station just before it, and
the lumberyard to the right. The loco
appears to be a Hudson but I may be
wrong.
I would love to maybe mimic Lou’s sketch,
and maintain the era more or less. I’m a
novice/beginner but I love my town and
trains.
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Could some one refresh my aged
memory? What was the name of the early
road name and power of the new engines
from GE that impressed us so in 1967 or
1968? We used them on the power for
the SV-6 Flexivan train from E. St. Louis.
Robert W. Owens, St. Louis, MO
Dear Robert,
Noel Widdifield of our Society, NYCSHS,
has referred your inquiry to me for reply.
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I worked at GE Transportation here in
Erie, PA for 37 years. I was originally
assigned to the GE Diesel engine project in
1964. I have fond memories of the first
entry by GE into the U.S. diesel locomotive
market. The
locomotive
was
the
"U25B". The Central had sixty of them,
road numbers 2500-2559. They were the
ONLY power assigned to the Central's
double stack train, ML-12, and they were
assigned along with the EMD GP35's on
all of the Flexi-Van trains, called "Super
Vans" on the Central, hence the train name
"SV's".
I rode them, placing them in service on a
few trips, and they never failed to impress
with their performance. The sight and
sound of three of them in Notch 8 on a
Van train was something to behold!
Thank you for the opportunity to recall
some great memories. Great that you are
back!

large for uploading on the website. Most
of the photos are between 700 K and 1.3 M
when you put them in the magazine, but
we reduce the overall finished product
before we put it up on the website.
This just the nature of the tools we use to
produce and display the magazine.
I am interested in why
downloading the photos?

you

are

Thanks, Noel
Noel,

Regards, Tom Gerbracht, Director, Erie,
PA

I want to use the photos for modeling
reference, so I generally print them out so
that I can have something to reference on
my desk. For example, Dave Staplin’s
NYC RPO pictures. I figured they were in
there for people to use for their own
projects, but a lot of the details are
obscured due to the image size.

Hello,

Corey

I am a big fan of both magazines that the
society provides, but I find it hard to use
some of the images in the modeler
magazine as reference photos due to their
resolution. Is it possible to obtain higher
resolution photos from specific articles?

Corey,

Thank you,
Corey Fischer, Rochester, NY
Corry,
I am afraid that using higher resolution
photos would make the magazine too
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I am sorry they are not high enough
resolution for your purpose, but as I
explained in the earlier email we are
limited to the resolution required for
online publication of the magazine and
limitations on our website. I do appreciate
your
kind
words
about
our
magazines. Thank you for your email. If
you are a NYCS modeler, is there any
chance you might want to share some of
your modeling with us in an article or just
some photos of your work? Would love to
have you share with our readers.
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Thanks, Noel
Noel,
Yes definitely. I am modeling Rochester
NY in 1929. I will be posting photos of my
models and articles once I have completed
them. I would love to have my stuff in the
magazine. I am member number 2000 and
I joined when I was around 14 years old.
Thanks for the magazines,
Corey
Noel,
I was successfully able to download my
NYCSHS photo order in both formats. I
would much prefer that the files be sent as
TIFF files and on a CD. I've purchased
many of the NYCHS drawing CDs and I
find that works well. Seeing that the first
offerings are for CDs of locos, I presumed
this would be done just like the
drawings. I didn't think this was a large
order. I was using this as a test case to see
how the ordering process works. I've
never found pdf a very good medium for
sharing photos.
Let me know your thoughts before I place
my next order.
P.S
I can't thank you enough for your personal
effort in getting this collection organized
and out to the public.
Roger Hinman, Framingham, MA
Roger,
Roger, the drawing CDs were scanned as
bitonal tiffs, which are very small files
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with compression. Photos are scanned at
600 dpi gray scale or color and the file size
is huge by comparison. Photos are
generally shared as jpg or pdf because
they can be compressed and viewed with
more programs. Those versions, at the
same 600 dpi, are just as sharp and able to
zoomed in 6 times actual size, which
generally is the limit of sharpness of the
original image. I assume you have zoomed
in on the pdf’s that were supplied and
seen how much detail there is.
Whether PDF is a good format for sharing
has more to do with the how you plan to
use them and whether you want make
adjustments to them in a program like
Photoshop. (By the way Photoshop will
open pdf files and they can be edited or
saved in any format you want.
Yours was just the 4th order placed since
we offered photos for sale individually, so
we are experimenting with the best
procedure. The process of creating
individualized PDFs is automated and
does not take much time. The other orders
were for just a few photos so they could be
sent via email rather than requiring a
download. Other formats, whether jpg or
tiff require us to find the original images in
their original folders as this has not been
automated yet.
Let me know if you find the pdf format
more satisfactory after working with them
for a while and zooming in on detail. A
good program for viewing PDFs is Adobe
Acrobat Reader. It is a free program that
most people already have installed. In
addition to printing a full image, Acrobat
Reader supports taking a “snapshot” of
any portion of the photo at any zoom level
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and either copying it to the clipboard or
printing just the snapshot.
The NYCSHS certainly wants you to be
happy with your order.
Steve Titchenal, NYCSHS Archive
Volunteer & Photo & ValMap Database
Chief
Mr. Joseph Epperson Archivist
New York Central System Historical
Society
Dear Mr. Epperson:
I am contacting you in regard to the PS-1
(Pullman Standard) boxcars that were
ordered by the New York Central Railroad
System in July 1950. The information that I
am seeking is the lettering diagrams and a
drift card for the paint scheme of the
boxcar of that year.
The road numbers for these cars are
169000-167999 and 169750-170499 and the
lot number is 5965. If you have any of this
information I would be most grateful if
you would be willing to share it with us.

Gentlemen,
This is in reply to Todd Jackson's query
about early PS-1 box cars built by
Pullman-Standard for the NYC. Being an
S-scaler myself I am very interested in
doing whatever I can to assist with this
project.
First to clear up the facts regarding the
cars in question:
NYC 167000 - 167999, 1000 cars, built
March & April 1948 at Michigan City, IN,
Pullman-Standard lot number 5904, NYC
Lot 765-B
NYC 169000 - 170499, 1500 cars, built July
thru Sept 1950 at Michigan City, IN,
Pullman-Standard lot number 5965, NYC
Lot 798-B

We are trying to build an accurate S-scale
model of these cars and would greatly
appreciate your assistance.

Note that the intervening car numbers,
168000-series, were not Pullman-Standard
products.

Sincerely, Todd Jackson Director of
Research, Jackson-Standard Model &

The above data is cross-confirmed from
Jim Kinkaid's compilation of PullmanStandard production records and the NYC
Freight Car Equipment classification
books.

Mold

While these two lots may appear identical
at first glance, and they do share certain
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features, there are detail differences
between them, as discussed here:
1. Both were fitted with nominal 6-foot
wide doors, but they were not the
same. Kinkaid's notes say they were all
Superior doors, but builder's photos show
that the arrangement of panels was not the
same. Furthermore, I have a photo of a car
from the second lot with a Youngstown
door, which is more probably a repair
replacement but I have not seen enough
evidence to rule out the possibility that the
lot was split into two groups with Superior
and Youngstown doors. Such practice to
spread out the sourcing of specialties was
fairly common.
2. The first lot had roof panels with the PS
stamping pattern except the end panels
were flat (both ends). The second lot had
all roof panels stamped with the PS
pattern, including the end panels. This
was a change in Pullman-Standard's
construction standards that occurred in the
very late 40s or early in 1950.
3. Builder's photos of NYC 167299 (first
lot) shows a Miner hand brake; similarly
for NYC 169664 (second lot) shows a
Universal hand brake. Whether this was
consistent across both lots is not
clear. Multiple specialties could have been
fitted on either or both lots.
(Note that from the 30s to about 1950,
NYC seems to have had a strong
preference for Ajax hand brakes but this
diminished substantially thereafter.)
4. NYC 169664 clearly had an Apex
running board, and it is likely that all 2500
cars were similarly equipped.
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5. Photos show that both lots had end
ladders with straight stiles; later PullmanStandard practice was to flare the lower
part of the ladder by introducing a doublebend in the inner ladder stile. It is clear
that the two NYC lots did not have this
feature.
6. The ends on the first lot had a thin
straight rib at the top but flat above that;
the second lot also had the straight rib but
also six small dimples below the edge of
the roof (a standard P-S feature introduced
about that time). Both lots had a riveted
seam between the lower and upper end
stampings.
7. Both lots had the standard 10-panel side
configuration, i.e., there were five panels
between each corner and the door. The
vertical seams were welded, as per
standard practice for most PS-1s.
Getting to the subject of the original query,
paint & lettering would have followed
standard practice of the time period. Some
of this is covered by the Society's Paint &
Lettering CD; it has the general
arrangement diagram for location of
lettering and the drawing for the oval (Z50297), but unfortunately I don't believe
we have located drawing for the Roman
lettering. If the Society requires payment
for sending a copy of the CD to the
Jacksons, I will cover the expense because I
believe it is counter-productive to restrict
access
to
information
by
model
manufacturers.
As for a color drift card, I am not aware
that the Society has determined if it is
possession of any such thing. If we have
it, I too would like to know. Alternatively,
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there may be a paint specification on
record in the Pullman-Standard collection
at the Smithsonian.
I am attaching some builder's photos,
which illustrate many of the features I
have discussed here.
This is an exciting project and I am willing
to provide any assistance that may be
required.
Jeff English, Troy, NY

Hello:
On the HO-scale passenger cars, I am
having problems finding data on scale
lengths or actual lengths.
On the DVD and other recorded
collections, how does one know what one
really will be getting? For example, a while
back I purchased the Signal Department
DVD, but Pages beyond Page 340 were
missing. No one seemed to care at that
time. What I did not find on that DVD
were the dimensions of the small target
bulls eye signals that were installed after
1960 or so.
Is it known if any of the DVDs has the
plans for the stations at Haworth, NJ, and
Dumont, NJ?
Thank you,
John Lauterbach, Macon, GA
John,
At the time NYC closed out passenger
operations on the West Shore, the
heavyweight equipment you identified
would still have been in operation and
likely perpetuated for a few more years.
As the usage of lightweight cars, especially
coaches declined in through passenger
service, many were repurposed for
commuter service in the New York area,
especially for the longer locomotive
hauled trains on the upper Harlem and
Hudson Divisions. Several I rode in had
the large restrooms ripped out and
replaced with additional seating. The
NYC stripped the stainless steel sheathing
from some of the 3000 series 1946
Pullman-built cars and replaced the
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deteriorated steel sides underneath to buy
some time. Walthers actually made this
version of the 3000 series car. I believe
they painted the window band blue, but
that probably came on the prototypes after
Metro-North took over around 1976. The
other long-haul coaches seen on the
Harlem and Hudson were the 1941 2600
series coaches, but I never saw what, if
anything, NYC did to the interiors. The
1941 Budd built Empire State Express
were repurposed in the same manner as
the 3000 series cars were.
So, as the heavyweight coaches assigned to
the West Shore failed, it is likely that a
smattering of the repurposed lightweights
would have shown up as replacements. It
is also entirely possible they might have
stripped their surplus Pullman Standardbuilt 22 roomette sleepers and installed
coach seats in the shells, instead of selling
them to the CN, IC and Rock Island. The
PRR did this to their 21-roomette cars and
some N&W 10-6s, but those were Budd
cars. NYC was still using its Budd 22
roomette cars in 1960 and what surplus
cars existed were converted to sleeper
coaches.
That takes us back to heavyweights. The
heavyweight coaches were a mixture of
old long-haul cars plus some re-built
wooden coaches that NYC built steel shells
for in the late 1920s. The options for those
cars are:
Coaches built after 1924 - find Branchline
plastic kits. It is unlikely there were many
cars on the West Shore painted two-tone
grey when service ceased, but had service
continued, some cars painted in this
scheme might have been brought over
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from the Hudson Division side. These cars
got various upgrades through the years,
including
some
with
thermopane
windows. Most were air conditioned by
the time the WS service actually ceased.
Coaches built before 1924 - Bethlehem
Car Works does a printed resin sided
version of this car on a Branchline
core. Some of these cars received air
conditioning after WWII. Most did not.
Rebodied Cars - Again, Bethlehem Car
Works does a version of this car, which we
call the "West Shore" coach. While they
probably were first converted for the West
Shore, eliminating wooden cars, they
eventually found their way to the east side
of the Hudson as well. None of these cars
were ever air-conditioned.
Combine - Bethlehem Car Works is about
to release an NYC combine, based on a
Branchline core with printed sides. Some
of these cars were air-conditioned. Earlier
combines employed by the NYC on the
West Shore require scratch building or kit
bashing. Dave Mackay went that route.
Head End - Head end is mostly scratch
building and kit bashing. The baggage
RPOs were common at one time on the
NYC, but no one has modeled them in
HO. 60-foot baggage cars have been done
in etched brass sided kits by BCW and
there is hope for a one-piece cast resin kit
someday. But no definite date. You can
occasionally find Precision Scale NYC
heavyweight head end cars on eBay and
they usually go for decent prices,
especially if painted in the two-toned grey
scheme. In truth, most of NYC's head end
never made it into two-toned grey.
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With 50-inch radius curves and #8
turnouts, you should have little problem
operating any passenger cars. I think for
yards, #6 turnouts would probably also
work fine.
Dave Staplin, Director, Chair NYCSHS
Modelers’ Committee

NYCentral Modeler –
“Mystery Photo”

On the 100-foot turntable serving the
engine house at Harmon, No. 5213, one of
the first of the new fleet of sixty
“Thoroughbreds” and a group of
enthusiastic
mechanics
join
in
inaugurating the entrance into service of
the new locomotive terminal.

September 1923 Edition – Scene from “The
Man at the Throttle” – A movie film featuring
the 20th Century Limited.

It appears that we stumped you with this
one, as we did not receive any suggestions
of what was in the photo. Editor

Some of the NYC Lines
Magazine Covers Found
on the NYC Lines
Magazine 1919- 1932
DVD
NYCentral Modeler

A small portion of the New York Central's huge
shops at Jersey Shore, PA. In the center of the
photo is a giant transfer table.
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The NYCSHS has been steadily
increasing its social media presence as a
way to provide contact opportunities
with society members and nonmembers alike.
Our first incursion into social media was
our Facebook page, which currently has
over 6,000 followers/likes.
It has
provided an opportunity for NYC fans
to ask questions, share stories and
photos with visitors.
This month we are pleased to announce
the introduction of our Instagram
account, a place for sharing photos and
descriptions of everything we are doing.
Several members of our Modeling
Committee now have their own
Instagram accounts where followers can
stay updated on project progress.
It’s easy to follow us from your
computer, tablet or mobile phone. Just
open your Instagram account using
your email address and mobile phone
number for added security. Search by
page name and click follow.
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Download the Instagram app to your
phone, set up your account and join the
fun.
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If you shop on Amazon you can donate to NYCSHS with every purchase you make!!
Customers shop Amazon gives.

We are not
pushing you
to buy from
Amazon, but
if you do you
can help the
NYCSHS with
every
purchase you
make.
https://

erg.amazon.com/

Amazon donates 0.5% of1he price of eligible AmazonSmile
lllthasesto the claitable Of!)al1izaoons selectlld by our customers.
Register to receive donations generated by your organization's
AmazonSmile supporters.

•
,

--I

( Register Now ]

GetStmed

About AmazonSmile

Receive OonaOons

Sp,ead lhe Word

◄

Privacy

Get Started

How do 1 register and receive donations for my charitable organization?

Reg,stering your organization 1s easy. In 0<der lo regist er and reoelve donations, you must be an ofllcial rep,esant ative or an eligi ble organlzarion, and then
folow these easy sleps:
1 Seatch fo< your charitabte organization by name o r EIN ,..,mber and then select the o,ganizalion you repms,,nl. Be sure to confirm you are seiecting the
eo<recl 0<ganization, a s many charltable organi zations have similar names.
2. Cma!e an mganizalo:, admlnistmtor acoount and accepi the AmazonSmile Partlcipation Agreement on behal f of your organization .
3 Vorify yooromai addross (wo rooommond that yoo uso an email address thal i s associated wtth your charftoblo organization).
�- Sullmrt your organizalion' s bank 11COOUnl information.
S. Upload a copyol a � chool< o r bank s1alement lo verify your organization's bank aooount informa1lon.
What Is an organ.l:zatlon administrator?

An OttJ"fflUlion admnislrSlCl< i s an offlClal representative of an organ,zalion that has authorl ly 10 socess and manage AmazonSmlle program Information oo
behalf lhoir charilablo organlzatioo.

or

Why do y o u need an emall address ror m y charrlable organization?
We require e valid ema� artdross,;o that we can communicate lmp0<1anl program lnfonnalion In each rag l!IIP.lfld oroanlzatloo. From lime lo 1,me we wiN send
omalls wilh Jnfo<matjon about your orgnnizatlon's donation amounts and lnlonnabon about AmazonSmllo program promoUons.
Ca.n you mall our organl'zatlon • donation check Instead of sendJng an electronJc funds transfer?

We do not marl donallon - due to Iha e-"•e of oheclc f)<008Ssing and lulOllment. We dislttbule dooaUons using eloctronlc transfer to reduce operational
o-,,ses so wo can dana!D 100% of the funds to ollglblo chontable organizations.

NE.\\' YClRK

(ENTRAL
SYST[M

HISTORICAL
SDCI
, INC.

Wru c1.111'lom0-n1· atllJ bo able t o aeloet my charltablo organization If t don'I register?
Voe Aa long 111 your organizall on la llslod by GuldoStar and moots our o llglbllky cntono. custornore will bo oblG to aoloci your org1111izallon. Howover. n o
dolwlons w,. b,, madrl lo 'j0Ur orgnnlu1ion until you oomploto your lroe raglstrall011 Soo 'Whnt llol)l)flM ii wo do nol ragllltnr .. 'under Roc,ilve Dono1k>no for
mor o lnformAt lon on how donabona ara prc,ooeaod lor orgMlzollono Iha! do not rogiotor and provldo bank oooount lnlormaUon

Whot happens If anolhet perton has already l'OgletorOCI my chafiUtblo 0'9anlutlon and thoy ware n o t au1horl:tod t o do eo?

II your Ofl}On!Ubon t\89 boen reglBlered by M unacJlhori>od pe,son pl o•ne oonlllc1 us

Contocl th I Amamf\Sml !G Pattidpll.lion Ag1oomunt I Conditions ol UGo I Pflvncy Nallco
CopvoQNO 199o.,..a)19 "-"Wonoom Hit All RlghUI RMIM't'ed

amazon

42

Modeling a ¾ Lightning Stripe FA/FB in N-Scale
Photos by Tom

Article by Tom Long
Finding N-scale equipment to model the
Boston and Albany in N-scale can be a real
challenge; this is especially true for motive
power. In 1947 steam was still king on the
B&A but a few early diesels had started
making appearances.
While discussing the dilemma with the
Bob Buck (now deceased), he suggested
one possible motive power solution was
the Alco FA and FB-1s. Life-Like had made
a nice looking and running model of the
FA and FB-1. These could be found at train
shows for reasonable cost. The FA and FB1s were delivered to the New York Central
as A-B-A sets (class DFA-3 in NYC
terminology) starting in February 1947
(sets 1000-2300-1001 and 1002-2301-1003),
with a second group of units arriving in
February and March 1948 (A units 10041013 and B-units 2302-2306). Bob indicated
they made their way to the Berkshires
Hills in early 1948 but if I was willing to
take a slight creative license and say they
arrived earlier on the B&A, I could use
these engines.
However, the paint scheme would
represent a slight challenge, as the units
wore a ¾ Lightning Strip scheme during
their early years. Good photographs of
these units in the ¾ Lightning Strip
scheme can be found in New York Central’s
Late Power by Alvin Stauffer and Edward
May on pages 424 and 425, and in the
NYCSHS Central Headlight 2nd Qtr. 1976
issue on pages 53 and 55. Because the
models only came in the later full
Lightning Stripe scheme, it would be
necessary to do custom painting.
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N. Y. C.'s first Alco FA-1 unit was No. 1000,
Class DFA-3A, this 1500 hp unit was built in
February 1947. NYCSHS Collection.

NYC's first Alco FB-1 was originally
numbered 2300 when built in February 1947,
but was renumbered 3300 in April 1951 before
being sold to GE in June 1964. NYCSHS
Collection.

The Model
The first thing to do was to acquire an AB-A set of the units at a show. Getting
undecorated units would be ideal, but I
had no such luck. Once the units were
home, a quick dip in the paint remover
solved the problem. Of course, the shells
were disconnected from the chassis, and
the horns, window glazing, and headlight
lens removed prior to the bath. With the
paint removed, I sprayed the units in flat
black paint. For the B-unit, this was all the
painting required (nice and easy!).
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Modeling a ¾ Lightning Stripe FA/FB in N-Scale
For the 2” white stripes I actually used
Microscale 1” HO scale stripe decals (set
#91111), as I found the N-scale 2” stripe
decals to be too thin. Applying all the
striping was a slow process that required
lots of patience. I often referred to the
pictures to ensure I was correctly placing
the stripes, especially on the nose area. To
ensure proper spacing of the nose stripes I
made a stripe spacing guide from a piece
of paper.

For the A-units, Tom masked off the entire
body except the area to be painted gray.

Typically you paint lighter colors first but
in this case I found it easier to do it in
reverse due to the lightning stripe
geometry. With the tape in place, I
sprayed on the NYC light gray paint. I
then removed the masking and touched
up any imperfections by hand. Once
satisfied with the A-units, I sprayed the all
three shells with gloss coat in preparation
for the decals.

This stripe guide Tom used helped Tom be sure
the lightning stripes were correctly positioned.

For the stripe angles I made an angle
guide using a small piece of decal paper.

Tom’s angle guide made from a piece of decal
paper helped him position the decals correctly.

Tom applied the gloss coat over the painted
shells.
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After all the striping was in place, I added
the lettering and road numbers from the
Microscale Lightning Stripe set (#60-49).
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Modeling a ¾ Lightning Stripe FA/FB in N-Scale

shells to hide the decal film, and then
followed that with a dull coat to bring
down the shine (these were freight engines
after all). I then installed Micro-trains 1015
coupler to all units. Finally I placed the
shells back on their chassis and the units
were ready to handle the tonnage over the
Berkshire Hills.

Once all the decals were in place I applied
another coat of gloss finish to all three
NYCentral Modeler
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Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit
Article by Stan Madyda

Photos by Stan

The Woodard, NY station is a standard
New York Central wood 24 x 48 foot
combination station. Woodard is located
just north of Syracuse, NY on the St.
Lawrence Division. Just north of the
station, the railroad branches off to the
northwest towards Oswego and to the
northeast towards Watertown. The station
was built in the early 1900s and was used
through the Conrail era and into CSX
service as an office. Drawings and photos
of the station appear in the March 1983
issue of Model Railroader and the kit
matches the drawings closely. I only
discovered this after I had started the kit.
Had I known beforehand, I might have
made some very minor changes.

number of differences between the kit and
the Malden station. Kit bashing and
scratchbuilding would make a more
accurate model if I wanted to be that exact.

I decided to build the Woodard kit as a
reasonable stand in for the Malden-onHudson, NY station. The station was
located at exactly Milepost 102 on the West
Shore River Division.

The relocated Malden-on-Hudson station, the
inspiration for building this kit. It’s not an
exact model, but a good stand in.

The building still exists today, although at
some point it was moved a few hundred
yards east of the track. There are a
NYCentral Modeler

American Model Builder (AMB) did a later
version of the kit, which included paper
roof shingles instead of the embossed
plastic and corrections to the bay window
sub assembly.
Tools needed to build the kit are sharp
cutting tools, tweezers, sanding sticks or
files, weight, clamps of your choice and
white and ACC gel glue. The clear and
concise instructions make this a kit that
beginners would enjoy building.
Although the instructions do not say
anything about bracing the inside walls,
this is something I like to do on all wooden
kits.
I had some 3/16” stripwood
available and braced the two long walls
horizontally. I would not use anything
smaller than 1/8” for bracing.

Bracing applied to prevent warping. I tend to
use whatever I have on hand but nothing
smaller than 1/8” square.
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Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit
Make sure the bracing on the top of the
walls is far enough away from the edge so
that it does not interfere with the roof
support structure. I used weights to hold
the bracing in place until dry.
Next, I sealed the wood. This may seem
like overkill since I already have bracing,
but I like to do this extra step to prevent
any chance of warping. I sprayed all if the
walls, sub-roof, wall panels and brackets
with a rattle can primer paint from the
home center. On other kits, I have used
sanding sealer, but this is more time
consuming.
With the prep work completed, I began
constructing the kit. The first couple of
steps involve gluing the inner shell walls
together and adding the roof bracing. The
walls are made with tabs that help in
keeping the structure square. I also like to
use a metal magnetic gluing jig to
assemble the walls. I bought the jig years
ago from Micro Mark and it is still carried
in their catalog.

Here’s the main structure. Make sure the peel
and stick sides are facing out.

Before I added the outer wall panels, I
wanted to paint them and all the doors,
brackets and trim. For this model, I went
with the Lines East light and dark green
paints available through the Collinwood
NYCentral Modeler

Shops. Not owning an airbrush, I started
out brush painting.
The dark green
covered the doors, windows, trim and
brackets well. There were a few instances
where I had to go back and apply a second
coat. The light green was a bit more a
problem getting the coverage that I
wanted. The primer color that I used was
close to a reefer gray. Maybe a lighter
color primer would have helped.
Definitely an airbrush would have been
faster and given me a good first coat.
However, in some spots the gray primer
was still slightly visible and gave the
appearance of worn paint.
There are three rows of outer wall panels
that need to be attached. The inner wall
panels have peel and stick adhesive with
backing paper.
To apply the panels,
simply pull off the backing paper and
carefully align the panels before pressing
down. While the adhesive does provide a
good grip, I tend to spot glue the edges for
a stronger bond. Start at the top and work
down. On all top rows, it is important to
make sure the top edge is flush with the
inner wall. Do one row at a time before
proceeding to the next.
The next couple of steps involve adding
the bay windows to the core building.
First glue the inner wall panels in place.
There is also a piece of clapboard that gets
glued between the two-sidewall sections,
on the top and in the back. The piece has
notches to accept the rafters. I have the
older version of the kit and this piece was
a scale 15 inches, which is 9 inches too
narrow. There are tabs on the ends where
it fastens to the sidewall. However, that
makes the top of the piece not flush with
the top of the sidewalls. This will be a
problem when you go to put the rafters
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Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit
on. One way to correct this is to cut off the
tabs and glue the piece flush to the top. Or
you can leave it in place and glue the end
of the rafters to the underneath of the main
sub-roof.

After I added the roof, I discovered that the
back piece of the bay windows was not
manufactured correctly. This is the incorrect
one showing the back piece not flush with the
sides.
All of the siding has been attached along with
the bay window sidewalls. Clothespins make
good clamps.

This is how the back piece should look. It is
much easier to correct before the roofs are
added. Later versions of the kit do not have
this flaw
This is the core building before all of the trim
work, windows and doors are added.

I did not discover this until after installing
the roof, making the correction that much
more difficult.
On the instruction
drawing, the piece is shown to be flush to
the top. (See photos in column at right.)
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Next, you will have to apply the siding
material.
The two short walls have
window openings.
I added these
according to the directions. If I had to do
it again, I think I would have added the
finished windows to the sections before
gluing them to the core building. It was a
little difficult getting the windows in and
having them flush once the bay window
sections were in place.
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Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit
Once the siding is in place, start working
on the window and door assemblies. Most
of the windows were four pieces with the
main window with upper sash, lower sash
and corresponding pieces of glazing. It’s
important to make sure the windows are
square, as any little misaligned piece will
have to be corrected in order to fit the
opening.
The doors are two-piece
assemblies. Everything is built up using
the peel and stick adhesive material. Once
the windows and doors are completed
glue them into the wall sections. The bay
window will come later.
One of the best features of the station and
the kit is the trim work. The trim is all
laser cut and, again, uses peel and stick
material. Before pulling off the backing
paper, I test fit many of the pieces to make
sure I have the orientation correct. I did
use a little bit of white glue for a good
bond, as I noticed on the corners, it was
easy for the trim to come loose. You will
do all of the core building then start on the
bay window sections.

All of the trim, doors and windows are done.
Although the trim is a peel and stick material,
I added some white glue for extra adhesion

As I said earlier, it might have been easier
to glue the small side bay windows in
place before attaching those sections to the
core building. I did manage to get the
windows in after several attempts. Next
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the trim has to be added to the bay
windows. Here, is one of the places I
would liked to have seen the prototype
photos. The trim that goes around the
small side windows and the trim for the
corner of the bay window section is all one
piece, measuring one foot, much too wide.
In fact, referring to the drawings and
photos in Model Railroader, you will see
clapboard siding showing between the
window and the corner trim. The drawing
shows that the corner trim should be six
inches wide and the window trim 3 inches
wide.
This can be corrected using
stripwood. I decided not to make the
change.
Bottom trim is added to the perimeter of
building.
Below the trim, foundation
boards are added.
Depending on how
the building is to be situated on the layout,
a platform will need to be added or the
area landscaped to cover the foundation.
Moving to the roof assembly the first step
is to add the roof brackets. Make sure
these are solidly in place and
perpendicular to the building.

The roof and eave brackets are in place. It is
important to make sure everything is properly
attached and square as the slightest deviation
will come back to haunt you.

Eave brackets are added next. Next, start
adding the eave support beams by gluing
them into the notches at the top of the
building and on the eave brackets. Again
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Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit
make sure these are firmly in place. On
the corners, you must add shortened
beams. It is very important to insure these
are on the same angles as the longer ones.
If not, they will interfere with getting a
good sub-roof fit.

The rafters are in place. Note the short ones
on the end. Keep these all on the same plane
with the others.

For me the next step of adding the subroof was tricky. The instructions say to
glue the two end pieces first followed by
the lengthwise pieces. I did and was not
overly satisfied on how the four pieces
came together at the joints. I not only
applied glue to the roof bracing but to the
rafters as well. This made any chance of
trying to reposition the sub-roof a risky
proposition as prying the glued down
pieces would damage the rafters. The idea
is to have edge of the sub-roof even with
the flat part of the rafters. It is also a good
move to glue the edges of the four sections
where they meet. Next came the roofing
material, which is embossed plastic, a
piece for each portion of the sub-roof. Test
fit the pieces first. I had to do some filing
around the opening for the bay window
section. It is a peel and stick material.
Peel the backing off slowly as some of
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sticky substance may come off. It did on
one piece with me and I added a gel ACC
glue to the bare areas.

The sub-roofs are in place. Although the
directions said to attach the end pieces first,
in hindsight the longer ones might have
resulted in a better fit if glued on first.

Once the roofing material was on, I used a
file and sandpaper to smooth the seams.
For roof caps, thin strips of styrene are
supplied which I applied using solvent
cement sparingly. Since I had a wide gap
at the peak of the roof, I applied wider
strips of styrene, which I had on hand.
Edges were lightly smoothed over. I
painted the roof and caps with weathered
black.

The embossed roof is completed and I did not
like the gap at the peak. Later versions of the
kits have paper shingles, which gives the
modeler the opportunity to avoid this.
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Building the AMB Woodard Station Kit
A cast resin chimney is supplied with the
kit, but it does not straddle the roof as it
does on the prototype and on the Malden
Station. I had a white metal casting that I
painted a brick color. Where the chimney
goes on the roof, I carefully removed
enough of the peak cap to accommodate
the casting. I made pitch to go around the
edges by mixing black paint with white
glue.
The kit comes with a bumper for the end
freight door. I stained it with an alcohol
and black shoe dye mixture. On the
Malden Station, photos show a raised
freight platform on one end. When I have
a suitable location on the layout, I may
scratchbuild that. Also, the doorways are
a bit high off the ground and there are
several options here. Steps can be added,
a platform can be built or the landscaping
can be brought up to cover most of the
lower foundation. Just putting the station
flat on the layout results in the bottom sill
of the ticket windows being 5 feet off the
ground, so I may opt for a platform. One
last little feature I added was doorknobs
using Tichy .040” rivets and a #61 drill.

The Woodard Station kit was fun and easy
to build with the exception of the roof. I
might have caused some of the problems
not having everything exact. Using laser
cut shingles, as on the updated version of
the kit, should be a little more forgiving,
although a bit more tedious.
Also, it
might be possible to contact Laser-Art to
get a corrected bay window piece. It is a
good representation of the standard
stations built by the New York Central.
Although it does not match the Malden
Station, it is a good substitute.

Here is another view of the station showing
the freight door with bumper. If I wanted to, I
could have had the door open with some boxes
and barrels showing.

The completed station. I need to have Malden
station signs made. I’ll probably weather the
roof with pastels to bring out some details.
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Amherst Railway Society – The Big Show
Article by Nick Ariemma

Photos by Nick

The Amherst Railway Society’s Railroad
Hobby Show has been an annual event for
the NYCSHS for more than twenty years.
The Society’s presence has grown
considerably from a single table offering
memberships and back issues of Central
Headlight in the late ‘90s. The first show
netted nearly $500 in sales and a good
number of new members. The 2019 edition
continues the mission of flying the
Society’s logo, engaging new members
and offering a wide array of models, kits
and Society produced DVDs from our
Collinwood Shop, as well as continuing
the tradition of making back issues of
Central Headlight available for purchase.

this is the show to attend. Modelers’
exhibits display outstanding handiwork
on layouts ranging from Z to G scale, to
the Amherst Belt Lines Modular layout
that boasts over 8 scale miles of track.
There is also a series of hands-on clinics,
which allow attendees to sharpen their
modeling skills or learn new ones.

Recruiting new members and offering back
issues of Central Headlight have been
mainstays of the Society's mission at what
many have said is the largest railroad show in
the world.
Friday evening set up begins. In less than 90
minutes everything is unpacked and the tables
readied of the show opening the following
morning.

Widely considered to be the largest show
of its kind in North America and possibly
in the world, the two-day event features
representatives from every aspect of the
railroad hobby. Whether one’s interests
lean toward real railroads, or toward
model railroads, historical societies, rail
excursions and tourist lines, railroad art
and photography, and railroadianna, there
are dealers, importers, and manufacturers
to meet your need. If you’re in the hobby,
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The Eastern States Exposition, “The Big E”,
in West Springfield, MA is the site of the
event, held this past Jan. 26th and 27th. The
Show fills four buildings and more than
nine acres of floor space with 60 operating
model railroads, dozens of historical
society and exhibitors and an unmatched
array of vendors selling models, detail
parts,
books,
videos,
timetables,
photographs, and pretty much anything
else you might be searching for.
“If you can’t find it here, there’s a good
chance you won’t find it anywhere”,
seems to be the catch phrase for the event.
Attendance numbers were staggering,
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with a paid gate of 17,154 and 21,004 total
attendance over the two days.

Nick Ariemma, Joe Burgess, and Dave
Staplin. Aside from their duties in the
booth, Dave Mackay and Dave Staplin
(Modeling Committee Chairman) were
able to meet with a number of
manufacturers and suppliers to discuss
new projects and follow up on the
progress of existing projects. It’s just not
possible to meet with all our major
suppliers under one roof anywhere else,
and the Modeling Committee took full
advantage of the opportunity.

The Society offers a variety of items from
Collinwood Shop. This year's sales included
2019 NYCSHS Calendars, models, kits and a
large selection of Society exclusive DVDs. The
table would be filled with these items as the
show opened on Saturday morning.

Attendance continues to grow each year.
The show’s sponsor, the Amherst Railway
Society, uses proceeds from the show to
fund grants for railroad and rail-related
preservation efforts.

Ready to continue the tradition of putting our
best foot forward.

The Society’s tables were manned by
President Dave Mackay and Directors
NYCentral Modeler

Two Daves, no waiting. Society President
Dave Mackay (right) and Director (and
modeling
Committee
Chairman)
Dave
Staplin(left) ready to greet Members, and
answer questions from all who stopped by.
While at the Show, both men met with
manufacturers and suppliers to search out
new offerings and receive updates on current
projects. The Show is the only time all the
major manufactures can be visited face to face
in a single weekend.

The Society believes that this event is a
perfect showcase for all that we do, and it
continues to draw new members to the
rolls each year. Though it represents a
significant commitment in dollars and
manpower, it continues to pay dividends
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for the Society and particularly for its NYC
modeling Members.

even when it was hiding in plain sight as this
switcher was.

NYCSHS is Now Offering Herron
Rail Videos in the Collinwood
Shop at 20% Off For NYCSHS
Members

President Mackay clearly enjoys discussing
the finer points of modeling the NYC. He
fielded dozens of questions ranging from paint
colors to correct consists. The Show Crew of
Pres. Mackay and Directors Ariemma, Burgess
and Staplin estimate that they interacted with
a few hundred people who stopped at the
booth.

This is the latest from Herron and
you can buy it now in the
Collinwood Shop!!!
We also have seven more NYC
video DVDs from Herron.
With four buildings of everything railroad,
from models to layouts to historical items, to
museum, tourist and preservation groups,
something NYC was never difficult to find,
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Article by Bob Shaw

Photos by Bob

After 50+ hours of restoration the refurbished Lionel 1656 Switcher and 6403B Tender head to the
classification yard.

Lionel Engine Restoration - You Can Do
It
While this “how-to” restoration article
focuses on an early Lionel switcher and
tender, you can use these techniques to
restore almost any Lionel Pre-war or Postwar die-cast steam engine. It’s amazing
how doing these processes will enhance
the looks and operation of a locomotive.
For example, here’s a Lionel 1656 0-4-0
Switcher before restoration.

After 71 years of service, Lionel 1656 Switcher
was showing its age.

I also repaired the 6403B Slope Back
Tender for the 1656 and you can see the
NYCentral Modeler
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before restoration and after restoration
condition in the following photos.

operating coupler and ringing bell within
the tender shell that’s operated by an onoff lever switch, along with a back-up light
and wire hand rail.
Engine Overhaul – Exterior
Let’s start with the engine and review
exterior restoration of the body including
handrails and bell, boiler face and rod and
valve gear assembly.

Also produced in 1948, its 6403B “high-tech”
tender needed help, too.

Overhauling a Lionel switcher or other diecast engine is fun and rewarding.
This 1656 Switcher and 6403- Tender were
fully restored using the processes explained in
this article.

The objective of the restoration was to
repair and overhaul the mechanical and
electrical systems, while bringing-back as
much of the original good looks as
possible without stripping paint while
minimizing use of reproduction parts.
A Rare Bell-Ringer
The Lionel 1656 0-4-0 Switcher and 6403B
Slope-back Tender are relatively rare, and
combine to make a high quality, durable
bell ringer with features that were a bigdeal 71 years ago. On the engine, they
include detailed driving wheel hardware,
die-cast boiler, three-position e-unit,
headlight, wire hand railings, a front step
and operating front coupler.
On the 6403B Slope-back Tender, features
include metal staple-end trucks with an
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Lionel steam engine bodies are die-cast
and can be easily restored provided
they’re not bent or cracked. This close-up
image (Below) shows the side of the body
after it was removed from the motor
assembly and restored.

Coloring paint chips with a black felt tip
marker masks the imperfections without
completely stripping and repainting the body.
Polishing the handrails, cotter pins and
decorative bell also enhance its good looks.

Masking Paint Chips – Paint chips were
colored with a black felt tip marker. To
avoid a shiny look, I rubbed my finger
over the filled-in area to remove some of
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the ink immediately after it was applied.
Sometimes this step needed to be repeated
several times to get an approximate color
match. Covering-up a chip is a practical
way to refresh the looks without
completely
stripping,
priming
and
painting the body.
Paint Luster – Here’s a great way to add
luster to paint. After all of the chips were
filled-in, I sprayed WD40® on a clean rag
and wiped it over every surface of the
engine body. It produced a shiny look. In
fact, it was too shiny for my taste, so I
wiped-off the excess to reduce the look to
a good-looking luster.
Polishing Handrails, Handrail Cotter
Pins and Bell – All of the handrails and
cotter pins that secure them to the body
were removed and polished with
Mothers® Mag & Aluminum Polish, along
with the nickel-plated ornamental bell on
top of the engine cab. I was amazed at the
amount of black that was on the polishing
cloth after this process, along with the likenew shine.
Making the Boiler Face “Smile” – The
boiler face needed a lot of TLC.

The beat-up boiler face had dings, paint chips
and was missing the headlight lens and red
marker light gem.
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Here is the same boiler face after hours of
patient filing, shaping, coloring paint chips
and replacement of the headlight lines and red
marker gem.

The headlight lens was missing, along
with a red jewel in one of the marker
lights, and the surface was scrapped. (This
is common with 1656 switchers because
they have a high center of gravity and only
drive wheels, which makes them topheavy and prone to derail when running
at higher speeds versus pulling several
cars around a yard at slow speed.) You
can see in the above photo the same boiler
face after hours of filing, smoothing and
shaping. Note the new headlight lens and
red jewel in the left marker light.
Rod and Valve Gear Assemblies –
Because movement of these shiny
assemblies immediately grabs a person’s
attention when looking at an engine going
down the track, making them shine is a
priority on any steam engine.
Both
assemblies were rusted and tarnished
when the engine was received (Photo next
page). Most of the heavy deposits were
removed with a wire wheel in a Dremel

2tnd Quarter 2019

57

Tool®, followed by numerous applications
of Mothers® Mag & Aluminum Polish that
removed most of the rust. Note that
screws, bolts, steam chest cross head guide
and other bright work were polished until
they gleamed.

The rusted bright work before restoration.

Dry transfer numbers were applied to the cab
and sprayed with a matte finish clear coat to
protect them.

Engine Overhaul – Undercarriage

Rusted and tarnished rod and valve gear
assemblies gleamed after deposits were
removed with a wire wheel in a Dremel Tool
before shining them with Mothers Mag &
Aluminum Polish.

Engine Cab Number – The original cab
number was rubbed off so dry transfer
numbers were applied to freshen the look.
Matte finish clear coat was sprayed over
the numbers to protect them.
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Undercarriage – The undercarriage was in
excellent condition (Next page). A cotton
swab dipped in rubbing alcohol was used
to clean drive wheel surfaces. The power
pickup rollers and pins were degreased by
spraying them with TV tuner cleaner, and
the roller surfaces were polished with a
wire wheel in a Dremel tool to improve
the transfer of power from the center track
rail to the engine motor. Gears were
greased and all friction points were oiled,
too, and the shine was restored to the
rusty drawbar (Next page) using Mothers
Mag & Aluminum Polish.
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sitting on top of the motor commutator,
(Below) which is black with carbon grime.

Components on the undercarriage of the 1656
switcher were cleaned, degreased, polished
and lubricated to enhance performance.

Removing the motor brush plate reveals two
brushes resting on top of a carbon-encrusted
commutator.

The rusty draw bar on the undercarriage was
polished with Mothers Mag & Aluminum
polish.

Engine Overhaul – Motor, Headlight and
E-Unit

Cleaning the commutator top with a pencil
eraser and a cotton swab dipped in
rubbing alcohol until it shines is critical to
improving motor performance, along with
cleaning out the commutator shots with a
toothpick and lubricating the shaft and
gears (Below).

Making the Motor Purr – The motor is
mounted on the left, with the e-unit and
headlamp assemblies on the right in this
image (Below) prior to restoration.

From left to right, this image shows the motor,
e-unit and headlamp assembly before
restoration.

The motor brushes in the two brush slots
were worn down and replaced. Removing
the brush plate cap reveals two brushes
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Here’s the same commutator after it was
cleaned with a pencil eraser and alcoholdipped cotton swabs. A toothpick was used
to clean the three segment slots. A shiny
commutator top and lubrication are key to
peak motor performance.

Replacing Old Headlamp Wire – After
seven decades, wire insulation becomes
brittle, cracks and deteriorates as the case
with this headlamp wire. While some
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original wire was still intact, all
deteriorated
wire
was
replaced
throughout the engine and tender.

Just look at all of the gunk that was
removed from the 1656 Switcher gears
alone (Below).

Before it was removed from the gears, this
gunk was a major reason the 1656 Switcher
was sluggish and slow.
After 71 years, brittle, deteriorated wire in the
switcher and tender needed to be replaced.

Motor Gears – Built-up and hardened
grease gunk is another major contributor
to poor motor performance.

Built-up and hardened grease gunk severely
limits gear performance and needs to be
sprayed with degreaser before removing the
remaining gunk with toothpicks and cotton
swaps.

A degreaser was sprayed on these areas to
remove most of the gunk. However, the
rest had to be removed using a toothpick
and cotton swab. This is a slow, arduous
process that’s essential to smooth running.
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Cleaning the E-Unit – The next image
shows the bottom of the three-position eunit.

The three-position e-unit was disassembled,
cleaned and checked for worn or broken parts
before being reinstalled.

The drum rotates to make an electrical
connection with “fingers” that activate the
“forward-neutral-reverse” sequence in the
engine motor. It was important to clean
the drum and check for broken or worndown cogs. Likewise, I cleaned and
checked the metal fingers to be sure none
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were worn or missing pieces. (This process
was explained in detail in previous
articles.)

in rubbing alcohol before fresh oil was
applied to the axles.

High-Tech Bell-Ringer Tender
The die-cast 6403B tender was high-tech in
1948 as it used track power to
continuously ring a bell mounted to the
tender frame hidden inside the shell.

The restored 6403B tender still relies on
advanced 1948 bell-ringer technology today.

All of the tender trucks were removed to
facilitate cleaning the wheels and oiling the
axles.

Tender Interior Components –

Tender Undercarriage – Shown here
before restoration.

The tender undercarriage packs a lot of
components into a small space.

The undercarriage components include
(left to right above) front metal staple-end
truck with slide-shoe to operate the
coupler, a pickup roller to power the bell
assembly and back-up lamp, a functional
bell with on-off lever (bottom) and a rear
metal truck. The trucks were removed
and the wheels cleaned with a wire wheel
in a Dremel Tool and cotton swabs dipped
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Removing the tender shell revealed a cobbled
rat’s nest of inferior wiring insulated with
masking tape and connected with messy
solder joints.

The first step was to find a wiring diagram
of the tender, remove the old wire and
clean up the mess. Then I labeled the
connection points and rewired every
component. Hving good train friends paid
off as one of them provided a wiring
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diagram to the rare engine and tender. In
these views (Below), the bell, backup lamp
and on-off lever are visible.

Two banana plug receptacles are mounted in
the back of the switcher cab. The left one
supplies power from the tender to the front
coupler, while the center receptacle provides a
secondary motor ground from the tender
wheels because the switcher only has drive
wheels and no front or rear trucks.
After clearing the rat’s nest and labeling
connection points, I rewired every component.
The bell, backup lamp and bell on-off lever are
visible in these views.

Unique Electrical Connections – two
electrical receptacles in the back of the
engine cab receive banana plugs from the
tender.
The left-hand plug brings power from the
tender to energize the front electromagnetic coupler and headlight, while the
center plug provides a secondary ground
for the motor from the tender wheels.
These wires can be seen in the image
(Middle right) of a trial run prior to
completing the tender restoration (Lower
right).
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The connected wires described above can be
seen in this top image of a trial run prior to
completing the tender restoration. (Lower
photo).
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It’s Worth the Time and Effort
Restoration takes a lot of time, effort and
patience, but there’s a huge reward at the
end of the process when you see a tired
Post-war engine and tender transformed

into good running, good-looking motive
power. (Below) Besides enjoying seeing
the 1656 on the tracks, I felt a sense of
accomplishment and pride from bringing
it back to life so it can run for another 71
years! Start a restoration project soon and
you’ll see what I mean. Good luck.

The following products mentioned in this article are trademarks, or registered trademarks,
of:
Mothers ® – Mothers Polishes, Waxes and Cleaners Inc.
Dremel ® – Bosch Tool Corp. – Robert Bosch Gmbh
WD-40 ®

– WD-40 Co.
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A Heavyweight Combine in HO-Scale
Article by Tom Bailey

Photos by Tom

Tom modified this Lambert 851 Combine into a reasonably accurate model on an NYC lot 962
passenger-baggage combine.

Steam-era NYC passenger trains often
included
ordinary
heavyweight
passenger-baggage combines, especially
on secondary trains. And as late as 1952,
the railroad rostered more than 100 such
combines. Just by reviewing photos and
videos of secondary day trains, it appears
that these cars were pretty much
everywhere. But accurate HO models are
almost nonexistent. (That was the case
until January 2019 when the Bethlehem
Car Works offered a nice kit for the
standard
NYC
Heavyweight
combine. That makes my kitbashing
article unnecessary, unless you just like a
brass passenger car for your roster.)
Ahh!! But there was an exception. In the
1960s, the golden age of brass models
imported from Japan, Lambert Associates
imported some very nice combines that
were close but no cigar. Amazingly, when
I checked Lambert on eBay, there were
three in what appeared to be mint
condition, each for about $100. Some
years ago, I stumbled over one in a
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Chicago area hobby shop and grabbed it.
Then, I set about fixing the roof and
adding some details to make it a bit more
accurate. If this is of interest to you, read
on.
As imported, the Lambert model had two
outside air conditioning ducts, which I’d
not seen in any photos or diagrams. But
the bodies were the same length and had
most of the external details or the NYC
cars, included window spacing, and rivet
pattern. The sides and vestibule end were
formed of two-step photoengraved brass,
which was then embossed to give depth to
the windows. The underfloor detail was
mostly unremarkable, but the entire car
was neatly soldered together, seemed to be
square.
Compared to contemporary
models it is heavy, but that means it is
unlikely to be pulled off the rails even
with a long train behind it (combines
usually appeared on the head end right
behind any headend cars, at the front or
on the rear end of a train, so I don’t think
the weight is a problem.
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conditioned according to the NYC
passenger car diagram book.
Even
though modeling an air-conditioned car
would have been easier, I liked the look of
the earlier version. I really wanted to
model the non-AC version, but there were
some problems:
I wasn’t sure if the Ward vents were
aligned side to side, of offset by one
window as the companion coaches were.
The Lambert model is dimensionally very
close to the Standard NYC heavyweight
combine.

In addition to the Ward vents there were
four rectangular screened openings in the
clerestory, three spaced over the baggage
section, and one just ahead of the vestibule
on both sides.
Making a convincing
screened vent is difficult in HO scale.
On the other hand, the Bethlehem Car
Works have pretty good soft-metal
castings for the Ward vents, their item 88.
Maybe these are just a tad oversize, but
they are the right shape. That’s what I
used. I opted for the non-air conditioned
look.

The NYC heavyweight coaches and combine
are dimensionally very close — the combines
are just shorter by the length of the second
vestibule.

By the time the end of WW II, more than
60 percent of the combines were not yet air
NYCentral Modeler

Roof Modifications —Getting rid of the
air conditioning ducts along the side of the
roof clerestory was fairly simple. The
simulated ducts were formed from sheet
brass and soldered to the roof. Removing
them was simple: I just heated them up
with a little torch and removed them. But
this left giant holes along both sides of the
lower level of the roof. Fortunately, the
model comes with a solid former at the top
of the sides, so the integrity of the body
wasn’t affected.
To fill the holes, I
carefully measured the dimensions and
the contour of the curved section of the
lower roof. After some fussing and fitting,
I got them to match the factory roof section
pretty well and soldered them in place
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with plenty of extra solder to fill any gaps.
Many of the cars had a restroom with a
globe vent directly overhead.
This
restroom could be on either side, but not
on both, so one of the two factory’
installed vents must be removed and the
hole plugged. I chose the version with the
room on the left side. Turns out, this was
the easy part of the project.

when I put them in the predrilled holes in
the clerestory sides, I had to be very
careful not to wrinkle or bend the edges of
the shim stock. But the shim pieces
proved to be a godsend, for I discovered
that I’d not spotted the holes very
accurately, and they covered up the
oversize holes I enlarged to properly place
them.

The prototypes were ordered in something
like 25 lots in quantities of a few to more
than 20, and each lot seemed to vary
slightly in configuration. There were at
least three configurations: evenly spaced
and two different versions of unequal
spacing. (As shown the first drawing on
page 65). I liked the arrangement shown
in the first of those drawings. I believe
that viewed from the top, the vents are
directly across from the ones on the other
sides, not staggered as were the matching
coaches.

The four intake screens along each side of
the clerestory were a challenge. The best I
could come up with was to form frames
from #28 soft brass wire in rectangles
about 8 x 20 scale inches, with the sharpest
corners I could make, then solder them to
the same 0.003 shim stock I tried for the
vent mounts, trim, then file the soldered
assembly to about half the thickness
reduce the depth of them as much as I
could. The prototypes were screened,
which I could not replicate. The best I
could do is lay them over the finest flat
needle file I had and emboss the file teeth
into the shim stock. Accurate? No way,
but the texture was at least rippled. I
epoxied them in place as shown in the
figure below.

The prototype vents appeared to have
been mounted on little squares of sheet
metal on top of longer strips of thinner
sheet. At first I tried for the two-layer look.
I soldered the two sheets made from 0.003inch shim brass for the longer sheet, and
0.007 thick stock. I punched a 1/16-inch
hole in the center for the pin on the vent
castings then epoxied the vents to the
mounts.
They
looked
terrible.
Fortunately, I only tried two that way. I
pried them off and tried again, this time
forgetting the longer piece. After a couple
of bad tries, I finally realized that the
better way was to randomly punch the
holes in the 0.007 stock, epoxy the vents
into the holes, and then trim around the
vents after the epoxy cured. I found
working with tiny little slips of shim stock
to be harder than I ever expected. And
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Two of the intake screens can be seen on the
clerestory of this model. Tom fabricated them
because he was unable to find them for sale at
the time he was doing this model.

These are
adequate.
discovered
a screened

still slightly too thick, but
After I finished my model, I
that Bethlehem Car Works has
vent (item108A) that is about
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the right size, but lacks a mounting frame.
They might have worked.
The grabs and little roof vent were simple.
I used Details West ladder grabs, and
formed my own straight grabs out of #30
wire. I glued (ACC) them in place after
trying to solder them unsuccessfully.
Carbody
I was congratulating myself
about this time, and then I noticed that the
vestibule door windows were grossly too
tall, as can be seen the figure on the
previous page. I soldered patches over the
bottom of the windows to reduce the
overall height to about 2 scale feet.

Placing the vestibule windows at the correct
height, as well as reducing the overall height
of the doors and adding traps was an
important improvement in the appearance of
the model.

If you try this, my idea is to reduce the
thickness for the filler about by half and a
similar reduction of the center member of
the windows, then to bevel the edges of
the windows about a four from the
bottom, and file a matching taper in the
fillers should have worked better than it
did. I used a tiny little taper on both the
existing window frames and the filler.
This meant the filler pieces were not very
rigid, and too short to keep from falling
into the vestibule. However you do it,
reducing the window height makes the
NYCentral Modeler

paneling of the lower half of the door
completely wrong, so I filled it in with
scraps of 0.003 shim stock glued in place.
Then the door traps were entirely missing.
Adding them required filing the door
bottoms until they are flush with the
mounting angles for the steps and the
vestibule inside partition. More project
scope growth! The traps themselves are
pieces of 0.010 sheet brass narrowed on the
front to fit under the doors but wide
enough to rest on the mounting angles.
On my car, the fit of the steps wasn’t the
same on both sides, so I had to fuss fit each
using a different size and shape. Your
idea will probably be better than mine. I
couldn’t fit a soldering iron to solder the
traps in place, so I glued (ACC) them.
Ends On both ends, the floor is a part of
the body. I did nothing on the vestibule
end, except install uncoupling rod under
the lower left corner of the end. The
prototype
photos
I
had
showed
uncoupling mechanism only on this side
of both ends. On the model, the outside
corner is supported by a piece of #26 wire
formed into a rectangular loop about a
scale foot high and 6 scale inches wide,
installed into a hole drilled in the extreme
corner of the floor between the step side
and the end. The bottom of this support is
about 2 scale feet below the floor. Here
again, I couldn’t figure how to fit a
soldering iron in to solder it, so used ACC.
I made another support, this time, an eye
pin of the same stock about a scale foot
shorter than the one in the corner and
soldered this into a number 78 hole drilled
in the extreme corner to the coupler
mounting block.
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The cut levers under both ends are a small but
interesting addition.

The lever itself is of the same #26 wire
with a smaller rectangular loop at a right
angle to the shaft. After forming the lever,
I fished it through the holes in the
supports and arranged it so that it ended
to clear the maximum swing of the
coupler, and then soldered it to both
supports.
The
blind
end
uncoupling
lever
installation was the same. The end casting
unfortunately included a poorly done
integrally cast-on brake wheel beneath an
equally poorly done brake wheel.
I
unsoldered the add-on brake wheel, and
milled off as much of the cast-on wheel as
I could with as little damage to the
surrounding area as possible, using a
small milling cutter I got from my dentist,
in a Dremel tool. That part of the cast on
brake wheel I couldn’t remove I filled with
some epoxy cement.
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The crude brake wheel cast onto the blind end
needed to go, and the gearbox reformed.

I replaced the brake wheel with a casting I
found in my parts store. I don’t know the
maker, but if is possibly old Red Ball, and
is about 20 scale inches in diameter. It
looks just right to me. The only other
modification to the blind end is to solder
narrow supports to the middle rung of
each corner step and then to the floor. I
made mine out of flattened soft brass #26
wire. I figured that the soft wire would be
work hardened by hammering it flat, so
would be stronger than cutting it out of
sheet stock. This has been very sturdy,
and I recommend it even if you don’t do
much else with the underbody.
Floor/Underbody I removed all the stock
underbody parts except the pair of battery
boxes and the center sill. Soldered a 6scale inch wide strip of 0.010 brass stripes
the top of the center sill and the cross
beams. I replaced the bolsters with a
framework made of code 100-brass rail. I
filled the center of the framework with a
piece of 0.100 printed circuit board I had in
my scrapbook, with the foil on one side
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removed. I epoxied this to the floor to
insulate the trucks to avoid occasional
short circuits in the event one truck was
installed or rotated so that the insulated
wheel sets on one truck were opposite
those on the other. To this assembly, I
added a small piece of 0.030 sheet styrene
to provide the correct coupler height. (I
used a pair of Central Valley T-31four
wheel passenger trucks with CV brakes
hoes, which appeared to me to be very
prototypically accurate)
I believe the steam line ran from one side

to other by passing through the center sill,
emerging on the other side at the far end
of the car. I tried to model this with single
piece of number 20 soft copper wire fished
through holes drilled in opposite sides of
the center sill about 10 scale feet from the
cross beams at either end. Here a word of
warning: DON’T DO IT this way. In fact,
it isn’t really necessary to do it at all. The
part inside the center sill is almost
impossible to see from any angle, and
especially so if you elect to model even a
simplified version of the brake rigging.

This photo shows the underside of the frame of the combine.

My effort resulted in breaking loose a
solder joint holding the center sill to the
floor and bending the floor.
Based on my misadventure with the steam
line, I decided not to try to add the train
and control airlines. I did elect to try to
model the piping between the Cal Scale
AB 300 UC Brake system pieces.
I
mounted the parts on a piece of 0.020 thick
styrene, so I could work somewhat more
easily than would be possible mounting
them directly to the sheet brass floor. I
used #28 soft brass wire for the pipes. I
glued the assemblies to the floor after
things were painted. This approach had
another useful benefit: it lowered the
details so that one of the mounting
hardware thoughtfully provided by Cal
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Scale was more visible.
I wasn’t planning to add much of the
brake rigging, but changed my mind at the
zero hour. Because of the difficulties I had
slotting the center sill for the brake levers
on the Cal Scale UC brake cylinder, I
modeled the brake levers in three pieces,
with supports glued (ACC) to the sides of
the center sill. All these arts were of 0.010
brass sheet. I also added steam trap
supports and little handles to the battery
box covers on both sides.
That was it. The car was ready for
painting. I used a 60-40 mix of Scalecoat
Pullman green and coach green with
Floquil grimy black roof and underbody.
I’d run out of my Microscale Dulux decals,
but found an alternative in Champ HC -9
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decals, which were the same size and font
as the Microscope versions. I did not (yet)
add interiors, but did use the interior
factory-installed brackets for the window
glazing.
I’m pretty happy with the result. It’s not
perfect by any measure, but to my eyes, it
is better than any of the alternatives, and
trains well with the two Branchline
coaches I have. Who can ask for more?

Elevation and Floor Plan. 70' Steel
Combination Passenger-Baggage Cars. Rev G
dated 2/9/49. Lots 2015, 2066 (DVD PASS01)
One of the many plans for NYCS equipment
found in the Engineering Drawing DVDs
available in the Collinwood Shop.
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We introduced this new feature in the
NYCentral Modeler in the last edition. We
are requesting that members send us some
photos of the models they have built and
include a short caption. We will showcase
these models in this new edition to the
magazine. Send photos to:
NYCBigFour@verizon.net

Rich Stoving’s Brass Locos
That He Painted Himself

NYC 3037 is an HO-scale model from Key
Imports that I acquired in 1983 and painted it
in 1987, back in the good old Floquil
days. Although NYC engines were painted
black, they didn’t look black for very long, so I
painted this one and many others with an
approximate 50:50 mix of Floquil engine black
and grey primer. A little bright silver was
added to the mix for the smokebox
color. Couplers on prototype rolling stock
were never painted, so they always had a
rusty look. The only other variation was the
brass paint on the bell.

Rich acquired this Precision Scale model of
NYC 5451 in 1986, painting it a year later. The
paint mix was about the same as for the
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3037. This engine is a fine performer. It can
effortlessly handle a 12-car passenger train,
consisting of mostly old Walthers kit
heavyweights on Central Valley trucks. It
has been doing that a lot for 32 years, and has
always been whisper quiet. Note - He only
uses MV lenses for lights. Up to about 1949,
locomotive headlights were not typically
turned on in daylight hours, so the lenses look
much nicer on my 1940s-era layout. He
doesn’t run trains in the dark.

Ed Enyedy’s Collinwood
Main Office

This Ed’s model of the Collinwood main
offices that stood adjacent to East 152st for a
long time. This is a scratch built model with
3D printed roof, windows and front doorway,
all parts, which he first drew in CAD.

We continue to ask for photos and articles
for the magazine but we receive very few.
We spend an inordinate amount of time
trying to get our members to share their
modeling with us. This column was an
attempt to make it easier to share photos
rather than writing articles, but we have
gotten very few photos.
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Mike Fisher’s Hudson on the
Highline

Will Boyle’s Rolling Mill

These photos provide a look at Will’s Mill
with Material Transfer Cars and a look at the
interior of the rolling mill.

Noel Widdifield’s Diesel Servicing
Facility

Mike has never written an article for us but
sent us these photos back in 2011. We thought
we should share them with you.
Where the 1/29-scale NYC diesels get their
fuel, water and sand.

NYCentral Modeler
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Modeling a NYC Air Conditioned Coach Car – Circa 1941
Article by Dean Apostal & Dave
Staplin
I had always liked the look of
heavyweight cars, but never could find
accurate plastic kits on the market. I did
know that the Atlas/Branchline cars, if
modified, would be a good starting point.
This statement alone unknowingly put me
into a two year back and forth discussion
with Dave Staplin and Rich Stoving,
whom I am grateful to for their patience
and help. It turns out that in the process
of air conditioning heavyweight coaches,
the approach used by NYC varied from
year to year.
I chose to do a car
representative of the 1940-1941 air
conditioning programs.
While some
details varied from year to year, the basic
underbody layout remained the same. As
the New York Central air-conditioned
their heavyweight coaches, some cars were
selected to get reclining seats. I chose to
model a version of the car that retained the
walkover seating common to the
heavyweight era. When I reference a part
just look back at the parts list photos to see
what it looks like and the part number
used. Before we begin let me start by
laying out some photos of the finished car
parts that you will need and the processes
I used.
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Photos by Dean & Dave

Next are photos of some of the parts that I
used and you will need and processes.
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clearance issue with the screws that hold
the truck together on either side even
when substituting the round head selftapping 2/56 x 1/4" flat head screws.

The first obstacle to overcome was the
elimination and replacement of the
Branchline three axle trucks in favor of the
correct 4 axle set up given the car I was
attempting to model. I decided to use
Walthers 920-2124 Pullman trucks, the
closest I could find. I wanted all wheel
pick up to light the car and took the
tradeoff that the Walthers product doesn't
roll as well as I would like. I also wanted
an air-conditioned coach so I could run
both steam and later diesel equipment.
This required me to make a lot of changes
in the underbody to accommodate airconditioned equipment, just as it did for
NYC to do the prototypes. The airconditioned heavyweight coaches lasted
well into the 1960s on NYC. In later years,
many were painted in the familiar twotoned gray, but except for some cars done
for the Pacemaker train, Pullman Green
(called Pacemaker Green by NYC)
remained the color of choice up to the end
of World War II.
The first problem is that the Walther’s
trucks, as assembled, causes the body to sit
much too high with the stock installed
bolster. Using the other truck bolster
which is supplied with the trucks solves
the problem, but does not solve the
NYCentral Modeler

I mounted and leveled the frame in my
drill press vise that operates front to back
and side to side. I used a Dremel fluted
cutting tool to machine down on each side
of the truck center-mounting hole.

This allows for the clearance needed with
the mounting screws, but also allows a
necessary amount of movement from side
to side to allow the body to roll slightly in
the turns without lifting up the truck. Even
the widest curves on a model railroad are
not nearly as wide as any real railroads
mainline. Not having any body roll, when
entering a curve, is often the biggest
reason model passenger cars derail. There
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needs to be a little movement of the body
so the trucks and wheels don’t lift up from
the rail. If set up properly the body always
rolls back to center and thus able to track
down the rails level.
Back to the trucks. Because the other
bolster you have been instructed to use
has never been threaded, with the selftapping screw that Walther’s uses, simply
run a 2/56" tap into each hole in each
bolster. The top of the holes in each metal
side frame need to be chamfered so the
2/56" x 1/4" long flat head screws can
mount flush to the top of the side frame.

Later we will wrap 30-gauge black
insulated decoder wire in a loop
underneath the one head on each side
NYCentral Modeler

frame for electrical pick up. Once the
screw holes are completed, assemble the
truck.
Securing the truck to the under carriage is
done by using a small Sig bushing
intended for Radio control model
airplanes that is trimmed down.

The bushing has a flange and is a perfect
fit in the bolster hole. Trim slightly longer
than the thickness of the bolster. Tap the
old truck-mounting hole in the frame with
a 3/48" tap. Use a 3/48 screw through the
bottom of the truck and up into the
passenger floor. Cut off the excess so the
bolt is flush with the floor. The truck
should swivel in all axes and not bind.
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Much of underbody model work requires
making parts where parts are not
available. In working with this project, I
made some quick molds using a product
called Sil-Putty.

masters for needed parts. Simply form
over the part and press into each side so
the detail will be replicated. All sides are
covered except for one side, which will be
left open to pour into.
I also used this putty to create a mask that
I could place over the seat molding from
the kit so I would be able to paint just the
seats after the floor weight and floor
molding was painted a speckled grey.
Again, I worked the putty wherever I
wished to protect the painted area and
trimmed pieces accordingly.

Made by a company named Silpak here in
southern California. It is a two part
urethane that when mixed together begins
to harden within 20 minutes. This putty
can be formed over existing parts on a
brass import model to duplicate parts
when certain parts are not made or
unavailable.

Such was the case for the plastic battery
boxes where I needed additional pieces.
You may have other models in your
collection with details that can be used as
NYCentral Modeler

The molds I made with the Sil Putty were
filled with a product called Sil-Plastic, a
two-part A + B clear urethane, mixed and
poured into each mold and then put into a
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painter’s pressure pot pressurized to 60
pounds per square inch (PSI).

I will let Dave Staplin point out the
specific pieces and functions of the various
Cal scale parts you see pictured in the
large picture and subsequent photos along
with the other pieces we ended up
replicating. The rectangle air-conditioning
box came from a kit that is no longer
available that Dave recommended and can
inform us to the brand. It required some
modification as per Dave's instructions.
Dave will explain their functionality.
NYC Air-Conditioned Coach Underbody

The pressure in the pot allows the mold to
be completely filled, micro bursting any
air bubbles and reproducing the detail
within the mold. The urethane can be demolded from the mold within a few hours.
The parts I made were then applied to the
locations necessary to create the reworked
chassis, which I will cover next.
The overall view of the changes made to
the Atlas/Branchline under carriage are
shown in the photo which shows the
unmodified original configuration of the
under carriage as assembled by Atlas and
the final and completed changes. There is
a bit of re-positioning using the pieces on
the under carriage. Simply pry the pieces
off and apply a medium CA to them and
place them in the new positions. You'll
need to make molds first to duplicate the
needed extras. Follow the layout in the
photo and position the pieces. You will
need some .060 thick X .080 wide
Evergreen plastic strips to set the battery
boxes and air conditioning unit to level the
height of the pieces from the undercarriage.
NYCentral Modeler

New York Central began applying air
conditioning to its heavyweight coach fleet
in 1934 and continued doing so until 1950.
They did not continue the program every
year, due to the money spent on new
rolling stock, especially following World
War II. But from 1934 to the outbreak of
World War II, the program was run
continuously. One reason for that was
competitive pressure. According to the
Carbuilders’ Cyclopedia from 1940,
originally
published
by
Simmons
Boardman and later reprinted by
Kalmbach, by 1939, NYC had a total of 320
air- conditioned cars, of which 183 were
coaches. By contrast the Pennsylvania
Railroad, NYC’s arch competitor, had 610
air-conditioned cars, of which 338 were
coaches. The NYC partially offset this
comparative deficit by purchasing new
coaches in the run up to the War.
NYC’s air-conditioning standards began
with ice and quickly changed to PullmanMechanical and then moved on to electromechanical. In spite of the Depression,
air-conditioning technology was evolving
rapidly and was demanded by the public,
especially for transportation and public
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gathering places such as theaters. With
this evolution came constant changes in
the air conditioning systems installed in
NYC cars.
Components and vendors
supplying the equipment changed often.
Fortunately for the modeler, the general
arrangement of underbody components
followed a reasonably consistent pattern.
This article follows those patterns but does
not attempt to capture all the nuances
brought on by changes of vendors and
minor components.
For modelers
interested in more applying more detail to
their cars, the authors suggest drawings R49949 and M-50847. The first drawing
covers air conditioning plans for coaches
between 1934 and 1936.
The second
drawing covers cars done from 1937 up to
about 1940. It must be noted that the car
being modeled varies slightly from the one
depicted in M-50847 in some details. For
those interested in doing one of the 22 cars
equipped with Pullman-Mechanical airconditioning, please refer to drawing R49982.
The two big changes required for air
conditioning that reflected in the
underbody were the need for more power
and the air conditioning apparatus itself.
The need for more power required an
upgrade to the electricity generation
capacity and a doubling from two to four
in the number of battery boxes. The
additional batteries provided power to
keep the A/C units running when the cars
were stopped at stations. To keep the airconditioning operating in the layover
yards, standby power from the ground
was needed. With advent of electromechanical units, the position of the four
battery boxes was consistent throughout
the air-conditioning programs. This can
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be seen in the photos of cars in many
different publications. For some reason,
the two boxes positioned side by side were
installed further out from the underframe
than the other two boxes, possibly to
provide clearance for other appurtenances.
While this detail might seem minor, the
difference in position is easily seen in
pictures of cars.
Another important
consideration for NYC’s placement of
underbody equipment was maintaining a
balance in the car weight both from endto-end and side-to-side.
To organize one’s thinking of the
underbody appliances; refer to page four
of the Branchline Coach instruction
booklet and/or to the photo of the
completed underbody. There were six
areas available for the NYC to locate the
needed equipment. First, the center sill
divides the underbody in half, and then
there are two sets of cross-bearers that
intersect the center sill at the points where
it begins to taper. The sill has to taper to
provide clearance for the trucks. The taper
gives this style of underframe its classic
“fish belly” appearance.

To describe how the parts are added to the
underbody, I would refer you back to the
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pictures at the beginning of the article
(pages 73 – 74). There are 6 zones and I
will start with the first. Starting from the
upper left, I added a Cal Scale part 190-350
vapor trap, then an additional battery box.
That completes the first zone. Moving to
the right, over the cross-bearer, to the
middle zone in the upper part of the
photo, I added another battery box and
another vapor trap. Above the vapor trap,
towards the side of the car is a battery
charging receptacle, Cal Scale part 190-354.
As noted, the battery boxes can be cast
from patterns based on the two boxes
provided in the kit. The brake cylinder
remains in its original position, as does the
battery box to its right. That completes the
upper middle zone. To the right of the
next cross-bearer, there is an airconditioner control box, which can be
made from a Train Stations Product airconditioner control box, available in
Passenger Car Detail Set, Kit #460. Then
come an a/c stand-by power plug, Cal
Scale part 190-355 and a final vapor trap.
The only upgrade part mounted on the
center sill is a Cal Scale 190-352 20 Kw
gene motor. You will have to do some
modification on the center sill to get the
gene motor to sit level and mount high
enough so that it does not foul the track.
On the lower half of the underbody and
starting from the left, a vapor trap is
added and then the service reservoir from
the kit. Moving to the right of the crossbearer, mount one of the kit’s furnished
battery boxes and right next to it, a battery
charging receptacle. Next come the two
air tanks supplied with the kit, the larger
being the emergency reservoir and the
smaller being the auxiliary reservoir. The
NYCentral Modeler

emergency reservoir provided seems a bit
longer than the prototype, which is 48
inches long. Near the side of the car, the
brake valve is mounted. On the prototype,
it was left in its original position, but you
may have to move it just slightly toward
the side of the car to clear the emergency
reservoir. Inboard of the brake valve is
another vapor trap. The rest of the lower
middle space is filled with the air
conditioning unit. The majority of NYC
cars being air-conditioned at this time
used a Frigidaire one-piece box. By one
piece, I mean compressor and condenser
in one unit. It wasn’t long after that NYC
switched to separate compressors and
condensers. Unfortunately, the one-piece
Frigidaire box is not commercially
available, although it has been done on
brass cars. I thought the best compromise
was using the Train Stations Product’s
Safety Style 2 Condenser. It is part of their
composite Passenger Car Detail Set, Kit
#460. To the right of the cross-bearer come
another air-conditioner control box and
then a smaller box, which are the controls
for the gene motor. The latter was copied
off a brass model using the Sil putty quick
mold method discussed earlier. Then
come an a/c standby plug and a vapor
trap. This completes the underbody.
There are other options for underbody
detail parts. Precision Scale makes an
underbody detail kit that has many of the
necessary parts, but not the air
conditioner. One version of this kit is in
brass and the other has identical parts in
plastic. I prefer some parts, especially the
vapor traps, to be in brass for layout
survival.
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It should be noted that comparing the
underbody of the New York Central coach
to a heavyweight Pullman would yield
questions, such as “where is the water
tank?” Early NYC steel coaches did have
underbody tanks, but about 1916, coaches
used tanks in the roof of the cars. It is
probable that having the tank within the
heated interior zone resulted in less chance
of it freezing. In post-war streamline cars,
better insulation was available, and the
tanks went back underneath the cars.

give the floor some dimension by using a
small mist of paint

Painting & Final Assembly
Spray the molded seats and the weight
with TamiyaTMlight grey fine scale primer.
Mostly I use Tru ColorTM paints. I painted
this car with Tru ColorTM Pullman Green.
The other 6 cars I painted with Scalecoat
Pullman Green and both Dave and I like
their color, as it is a bit lighter.
The advantage of using Tru ColorTM is that
it dries very quickly. You can get through
most of this painting in half a day. Acetone
based paints dry that fast.
As a side note, Tru Color’sTM regular
paints dry semi-gloss, which is ideal for
decaling, and work best when shot at 28 to
35 lbs. Tru ColorTM says you can shoot out
of the bottle. I like to thin the colors for
airbrushing. The flats are made for
brushing, but I actually dilute them a lot
when using them for final weathering. I
create a wash that I can build up slowly on
the model.

Keep the spray off the seats by blocking
the seats with the edge of a piece of paper.
After drying use a piece of paper to block
off the floor and spray TCP-034 Canadian
National Green on the edge of the seats
facing the aisle. The seat backs, bottoms
and the sides will be painted by using a
mask like the one previously mentioned
that I created.
Paint the bathroom walls and end plates
after trimming them down in height with
TCP-225 Passenger Car Interior Cream.

To create some depth I used a varying
pattern of TCP-007 dark gray primer to
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After the seats were dry I added people to
each seat. To get my passengers to fit the
shallow seats I had to cut their legs down.
I use medium CA to hold them into
position.
Adding lighting to the model was easy.
Each side of each truck has a small 30gauge black decoder wire, stripped,
twisted and rolled back into a loop that
will sit underneath the 2/56" flat head
screws in the trucks.
Paint the inside side walls before panting
the outside Pullman green. Be sure to
mask the areas to be glued.
Sides and ends were painted with Tru
Color TCP – 054, Pullman Green.
Be sure to install the trim on the clerestory
sides of the roof molding correct for airconditioned cars. The roof is painted with
TCP-10-02 Gloss Black. Some Bragdon
powder - Soot was added in the center as
well.
The under carriage was painted with TCP
- 805-2, Flat Black thinned and TCP – 804
Flat Grimy Black, heavily thinned. Some
TCP-828 Flat Sand, TCP-827 Flat Dust,
TCP-824 Flat Earth were applied here and
there on the trucks and along the lower
side of the side panels on the car.
Micro scale passenger car set # 87-932 was
applied for lettering and car numbers. Use
the Gothic font in the 1940 set.
Testor'sTM Dull Coat was sprayed down
the center of the roof and in various spots
to simulate dulling of paint from weather
cycles.
NYCentral Modeler

Drill two holes in the floor on each side of
the car out of view from the end door for
the wires to come up through. The wires
on one side will have to be placed
underneath the floor on each side of the
weight and travel the length of the car to
the other side. The wires then can be
soldered to the lighting board. Walthers
changed their lighting boards to be solder
friendly. I used Walthers 920-1060
DC/DCC lighting board.
The lighting board extensions from the
center out have to be trimmed back so that
they will clear the inside roof of the car.
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You can hold the lighting board in with a
little Walthers Goo or Goop available at
any hardware store. Use just a little in case
you need to service the area.
Install the main glass into the sidepieces
with Testor'sTM liquid cement. Don't use
CA for this as it can cause fogging. I use a
drafting pen that I dip into the bottle and
adjust the quantity of liquid cement by
opening and closing the tip.
The ends of the lighting board need to be
trimmed as well.

I then touch the area I want to glue and the
capillary action flows just the required
amount into position for gluing. It is best
to hold the glass in position when doing
this as by doing so it restricts the flow of
the liquid cement. Letting go too early
may allow the liquid to flow onto the
cosmetic area of the glass thus ruining it.
Sand the lavatory glass with wet 1200 grit
sand paper. This will give privacy to the
people using the lavatory.

The walls at each end of the car need their
arc reduced down and made flat so that
the lighting board will rest on these areas.
NYCentral Modeler

Assemble the car sides and use liquid
cement after test fitting. The roof should
close over and snap into place. Assemble
the rest of the pieces in the kit including
the vents over the lavatories.
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I used #148 Kadee couplers and
substituted the plastic grab irons supplied
in the kit with Tichy 18" drop metal grab
irons part #3015.
Working out the details of the first car was
laborious to say the least. Doing the other
six cars in a production line is the best way
to approach doing a train.

Conclusion
This first car ran perfectly on a large club
layout here in Los Angeles and I'm happy
with the outcome. Rich Stoving sent me a
black and white photo so I can see the
marker light detail to duplicate it on the
last car in this train and with that I wave
good-bye until my next project.
With this train I have a railway post office
car, baggage car and a horse car. Head end
equipment will be a Hudson and for later
trains circa 1951 two Baldwin RS -12s.

This article was done with Dean Apostal
doing the modeling and Dave Staplin
providing the historical information.

This article was done with no captions for
the photos as none were supplied. Editor
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NYCSHS Archive Products DVDs
The NYCSHS archive crew has been busy scanning photos and documents in order to
produce a series of DVDs with some of this material recorded. We are very pleased to
continue to offer these DVDs to you to help with your research and modeling of the NYC.
Take a couple of minutes to look at some of these products that are available in the
Collinwood Shop.
Here are the latest:

NYC Lines Magazine 1911 – 1932/ NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018/ NYC Signals Department

NYCS Diesel Locomotives/ Steam Locomotives of the NYC – Lines- System
These and more can be ordered online in the Collinwood Shop
http://www.NYCSHS.net
Or you may order the latest by mail using the forms on the following pages.
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New York Central System Historical Society
NYCentral Modeler 2011 -2018 Order Form

Please Print
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______
Address________________________________________________________________
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________
Number of DVDs Purchased___________________________
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS
DVDs are $29.56 each for NYCSHS members and $36.95 for non-members
Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax or $2.36 per DVD
for members and $2.96 for non-members. Non-US customers must order from
out Collinwood Shop. (US currency only.)

Mail this form and check or money order to:
NYCSHS
NYCentral Modeler Order
P.O. Box 328
Shady Side, MD 20764
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New York Central System Historical Society
NYC Lines Magazine 1919- 1932 Order Form

Please Print
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______
Address________________________________________________________________
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________
Number of DVDs Purchased___________________________
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS
DVDs are $63.20 each for NYCSHS members and $79.00 for non-members
Shipping is free. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax or $5.06 per DVD
for members and $6.32 for non-members. Non-US customers must order from
out Collinwood Shop. (US currency only.)

Mail this form and check or money order to:
NYCSHS
NYC Lines Magazine Order
P.O. Box 328
Shady Side, MD 20764
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Ed Enyedy Builds the SM Tower

In the next issue we can read about Ed’s work in constructing the SM tower using the N Scale
Architecture, Lines East tower kit. Be sure to watch for this coming in July.

Hugh Guillaume Shows Us His Resin Freight Cars

In the next issue Huge provides us with photos of several NYC resin cars built from Sunshine,
Westerfield and other kits.
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Rev. Ronald F. Walters, O.F.M. Models the Otis, IN Passenger
Station (Provided by Seth Lakin)

This depot sat at the crossing of the NYC and Monon at Otis, IN. Rev. Walters agreed to scratch
build the model for the HO-scale layout of the Porter County Model Railroad Club in Valparaiso,
IN.

Seth Lakin Returns with a Two-Part NYC Former MC & CS
Waycars

You can see a collection of cabooses that Seth has modeled and he will tell us how in the next two
editions. Don’t miss these two informative articles coming in July and Oct 2019.

NYCentral Modeler

2nd Quarter 2019

88

Mystery Photo

Tell us what you think this piece of rolling stock might be and where it was found. For extra
credit tell us the date and occasion for the photo. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net

We are taking 2019 memberships now!!!
Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships
in the NYCSHS.
Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees.
You find them all.
Click here to join or renew for another year!! http://www.nycshs.net

Some of the wonderful excerpts from the New York Central Lines Magazine DVD
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These clips from the New York Central Lines Magazine take us back to a time when life was simple
and trains provided the excitement found today on social media.

New York Central Magazine was published and distributed to the over 100,00 NYC employees. The
covers provide a glimpse of life at that time. The NYCSHS has published a DVD containing all of
the issues of the magazine. It was published from 1919 to 1932 with only a gap of one year during
the coal strike from April 1921 to April 1922. Look for it in the Collinwood Shop www.NYCSHS.net
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters

These poster ads illustrate some of the things that made the NYCS great in years past. The one on the
left illustrates one of the major steam frieght locomotives found on the NYC. The one on the right is
a 1950s ad by EMD about their GM diesel locomotives.

EMD was a major producer of diesels for the NYC. Here you see DFA- 2As #1626 & 1627 on either
side of the DFB-2B #2415 seen here at EMD in April 1948. The paint scheme is what Tom Long
replicated in N-scale in his article in this edition. It is just one of the many diesels covered in one of
our available DVDs – “New York Central System Diesel Locomotives” on DVD and available in
the Collinwood Shop.
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Final Thoughts
By Noel Widdifield

NYCSHS 2019 Convention
May 31 – June 2, 2019
Buffalo Marriott Niagara

The upcoming 2019 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Buffalo, NY. The poster pictured reminds us
that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention. This one promises to provide
exciting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts. The 2018 convention was a
huge success and this upcoming one promises to provide lots of excitement too. More details coming
soon.

For Details Go To: https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/
NYCentral Modeler
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HO-Scale LS&MS Station Kit

The N-Scale architect is offering a large, laser-cut HO model that includes the roof dormers,
operator’s bay, and walls with decorative brick and stone courses. The stonework is separate
custom casting while the brick courses are laser-cut into the sides. The resulting 3D walls
will readily accept washes for brick color, mortar lines and weathering.
The largest four-bay HO structure scales to 15.4 x 4 inches on your layout. The smaller twobay building scales to 10 x 3 inches. Add space for trackside platforms AND ROOF
OVERHANG during your planning. We suggest about 3+ inches on each side.
Two Bay: Angola, NY; Bellevue, OH; Delta, OH; Jonesville, MI; Lenawee Jct., MI;
Mishawaka, IN; Mentor, OH; North East, PA; Sturgis, MI; Stryker, OH; Wauseon, OH; White
Pigeon, MI. Three Bay: Tipton, IN. Four Bay: Ashtabula, OH (hybrid); Conneaut, OH;
Franklin, OH; Geneva, OH; Hammond, IN (hybrid); Indiana Harbor, IN; Lafayette, IN;
Ogdensburg, NY (hybrid); Sandusky, OH.
MSRP $161.00. NYCSHS Members $138.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. Exclusive NYCSHS Structure Model
From N-Scale Architect in HO-Scale. Shipping and Ohio state tax for Ohio Residents Will be Added With Final
Payment

The kits are in transit from N Scale Architect. Limited quantity still
available. Order now!!!
http://www.nycshs.net/The-N-Scale-Architect-HO-Scale-Models_c_121.html
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AMB HO-Scale NYC Caboose Kits
(Tongue & Groove - Lot 732)

(Lot 732 Pacemaker)

The Lot 732 caboose was built on the steel fish belly frames of 1910 era 36’ boxcars in 1944.
The 50 cabooses in the Lot were numbered 20100-20149. While they look like a standard
19000 series caboose they are longer with a distinctive steel C channel along the bottom of
the body. In 1946, five cabooses were rebuilt with plywood sides, different brake equipment
and were painted gray and crimson for Pacemaker service.
These NYCSHS exclusive HO-scale kits are laser cut and are a joy to build. They are less
trucks but Westerfields Models has the correct trucks. Offered here in the store at:
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html.
The
kits come with the decals for the appropriate caboose.
Non-members price is $64.95. NYCSHS Members Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP for
members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html

Watch for the First of a Two-Part Series on NYCS
Cabooses by Seth Lakin in the Next Two Editions
of NYCentral Modeler

“New York Central’s former Michigan Central and Canada Southern Waycars
Part 1 Modeling the 30-foot Waycars, NYC 17715-17847 and 17931-17980”
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AMB N-Scale NYCS 19000 Wood Caboose Kit

Features: 100% laser-cut components with custom laser-scribed Birch plywood side, end
walls, and cupola; Tab & Slot carbody construction; Peel & Stick windows, doors, and trim
assembly; laser-cut underframe, end platforms, ladders, end railing, hand grabs, window
glazing, truss rods, and brake wheels; cast resin platform steps and brake gear; plastic smoke
jack; custom decals by Tichy Train Group; and fully illustrated instructions that provide
information on painting and decaling the assembled model. No trucks or couplers included.
Non-members price is $37.95. NYCSHS Members Price $30.36 and that is 20% off MSRP for
members. Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/American-Model-Builders_c_165.html

Central Headlight DVD 1970 – 2017

The imagines are on indexable PDF files. The Index can be opened in
any web browser. The price is $39.00 for NYCSHS members and $59.00 for non-members.
Free Shipping.
http://www.nycshs.net/Central-Headlight_c_16.html
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Steam Locomotives of the NYC

Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 and 2 by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr., assisted
by Edward L. May. The ultimate authority on all steam and electric locomotives from the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to
P&LE 9406 of 1948. These books represent a lifetime of research for each of the compilers and are a fitting memorial not
only to the legacy of the New York Central Lines but also to their untiring efforts to preserve that legacy for us all. These
books are full of individual listings for every steam or electric locomotive, including year and month of construction,
builder’s construction number, all known re-classifications and re-numberings, and retirement date, and in many cases
ultimate disposition.
The hardcopy versions of these two books have been out of print for many years. All of our copies of these books have
been sold and they will not be reprinted in the hardcopy version because of the cost of doing so. This softcopy version has
been made available to allow those who never were able to purchase the hardcopy version to have this valuable NYCS
resource. If you have any interest in NYC steam locomotives this is the resource for you.

MSRP and NYCSHS Members Price $59.95
Because of the unique information in these two volumes and
the fact that it was produced by the NYCSHS; the price is the
same for members and non-members.
Free shipping. Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Books_c_53.html
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Accurail HO-Scale CCC&StL & LS&MS 36’ Wood Sheathed
Boxcars

Comes with Steel roof, steel ends and fishbelly underframe.

Comes with wood ends and fishbelly underframe.
MSRP $18.98 each. NYCSHS members price $15.18 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html

NYCS Lexi Rollball Pen with Stylus

Non-members price is $12.50. NYCSHS Members Price $9.99 and that is 20% off MSRP for
members. http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Memorabilia_c_154.html
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NYCSHS Backpack or Shoulder Bag

The deluxe backpack has three roomy zippered interior compartments, two outside mesh pockets,
padded shoulder straps for comfortable weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying,
and adjustable straps and buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.
The shoulder bag has three zipper pouches-two large and one small, a small Velcro pouch and four
pen/pencil pouches under the outside cover. The outside cover has two adjustable plastic snap
closures.
MSRP $25.00. NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html

New York Central Systems Plaques

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New
York Central and its subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos, but are crafted from wood and
painted in accurate brilliant colors. They are being used to decorate the conference room in
the new NYCSHS Headquarters. Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere.
MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html
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Atlas N-Scale NYC ALCo FA-1 & FB-1 DC & DCC w/ Sound

DC MSRP $109.95 each NYCSHS Members’ Price $82.46 and that is 25% off MSRP.
DCC & Sound MSRP $219.95 each NYCSHS Members’ Price $164.96 and that is 25% off MSRP
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/Atlas-N-Scale_c_66.html

Accurail HO-Scale T&OC 36’ Double Sheath Wood Boxcar

MSRP $18.98 and NYCSHS Member price is $15.18 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is extra and will be added when you make the final payment. Ohio residents
must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.htmlhttp://www.nycshs.net/Rapido-HOScale_c_119.html
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Colorful NYC Mohawk and E-8 Three-Dimensional Art

These 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted
in accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.
Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives.
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and
have working lights. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia
room. They are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors. They are being
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.
They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at
15% below retail for NYCSHS members.

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere.
Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood
Side Caboose Kits (HO-Scale)

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into
the 1960s.
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish.
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96
each plus shipping and handling costs. Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax.
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html

HO-Scale Michigan Central Tower Kit
(Expression of Interest)

We are looking into having this MCRR station produced in HO-scale by The N-Scale Architect
who produced our NYC tower kit a couple of years ago. It will be a wood laser cut kit. The kits
would be un-assembled and would be painted by the modeler.
We need to order 100 and if you are interested, send an email to: mackdave@optimum.net
Details at: http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-Structures_c_139.html
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NYC Lines Magazine 1919 – 1932 DVD

The NYC Lines Magazine was published by the railroad starting in February 1919 and continued until
the final edition in October 1932. It was published monthly and distributed to the 100,000 officers
and employees of the New York Central Railroad. It was a magazine devoted to the interests of the
railroad workers, their families and the home communities. It contained articles about the railroad, the
employees, and events that impacted the employees and the railroad. You will also find hundreds of
ads that will give you understanding of the products shipped by and supplied to the NYC in that
timeframe. It makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the New York Central Railroad
during those years that it was published.
This DVD contains all of the editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was
reproduced from scanned images of each page of every edition. It is also searchable so that research
is very easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the NYCSHS
archive volunteers.
Don't miss out on this history of the NYC Lines as written by the company and for the NYC
employees.
The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $63.20 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping.
NYCentral Modeler

2nd Quarter 2019

102

NYCentral Modeler 2011 – 2018 DVD

The NYCentral Modeler was introduced in 2011 as a free to all, online digital publication
dedicated to the modeling of the NYCS. It is published quarterly and represents some very
fine modeling of the NYCS by both NYCSHS members and non-members. Over the years
the quality of the magazine and the articles in it have greatly improved.
This DVD provides all of the editions published up through 2018 and will be the first in
many of the NYCentral Modeler DVDs that will be offered in the future. It contains all of the
editions of the Magazine published. This is a complete set that was reproduced from
scanned images of each page of every edition. It is also searchable so that research is very
easy. This product is another of the wonderful historical documents produced by the
NYCentral Modeler staff. These past editions are no long available for download from our
website.
Don't miss out on this complete set of NYCentral Modelers produced through 2018. It
contains many wonderful articles about modeling the NYCS and features articles written by
both NYCSHS members and non-members who model the NYCS.
The MSPR is $36.95 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $29.56 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping.
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New York Central Diesel Locomotive Images

These CDs contains a collection of photographs from the NYCSHS archives. They
provide a small number of the several thousand photos that have been scanned by
NYCSHS Archive volunteers over many years. The majority of archive photo
collection comes from the many photos saved when the NYCS merged to become the
Penn Central Railroad. Additional photos came from individual donors of their
collections to the NYCSHS.
These CDs provide excellent photographs for pleasant viewing or provide details for
modeling of these locomotives.

We have several more being assembled and they will soon be added to the collection
of available CDs containing locomotive images. Right now we are working on
Hudsons, Niagaras, 0-8-0s, Fairbanks Morse road engines and switchers.

The MSPR is $79.00 and the NYCSHS member’s price is $55.30
and that is 30% off MSRP.

Shipping is free for US customers but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
Non-US customers will pay actual cost of shipping.
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-Archive-Products-Photos-and-Val-Maps-_c_180.html
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Over 35,000 NYCS Photos and Tens of Thousands of ValMaps are
Available Online Now
These are all Available for Research or Purchase
and are Easily Accessible.
Take a few minutes to browse the photos and/or
ValMaps available by following the instructions
below. Don't miss out on this valuable resource.

To simply view the photo or Val Map
offerings from the NYCSHS, just go to the website
and enjoy.
Click Here to View Photo/ValMap Website
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Atlas O-Scale P&LE 40’ 1937 AAR Single Door Boxcar
(2-rail & 3-Rail)

3-Rail MSRP $79.95 NYCSHS Members' Price $67.96
2-Rail MSRP $84.95 NYCSHS Members' Price $72.21
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax
http://www.nycshs.net/Atlas-O-Scale-_c_63.html

Accurail HO-Scale P&LE 40’ Steel Boxcar (Singles & 3-Pack)

MSRP $18.98 NYCSHS Members' Price $15.18
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax
http://www.nycshs.net/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html
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From Gotham to The Berkshires
(NYC's Harlem Division)

The Story of the old New York & Harlem Railroad began way back in 1831 when New York City
authorized construction of a horse-drawn streetcar system for Manhattan Island that evolved over
the decades into a major commuter railroad connecting New York State’s upstate communities with
the City.
This new book is not a detailed narrative of the New York Central’s Harlem Division, but rather a
photographic look at the history of this railroad that was the driving force in developing the regions
along the eastern border of New York State from New York City to the heart of the Berkshires in
Massachusetts.
Several noted photographers and railroad historians have opened their collections to us and they are
the major source of the nearly 600 photographs, maps and timetables that lie between the covers of
this publication. These folks have literally saved the history of this under-publicized major railroad
and we are proud to present their work within.

MSRP $64.95 NYCSHS Members' Price $51.96 and that is 20% off MSRP!
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax
http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html
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NYCSHS Announces Herron Rail Videos Complete Line of NYC
Videos
Brand New!!!!!

Reflections of the NYC Vol. 2 & 1 - NYC Indiana Division 1956 Vol. 1 & 2

Niagara’s Last Stand - Donald J Krofta’s Steam & Diesel on the NYC Big Four Vol. 1,2, & 3

All of these videos are priced the same.
This is your chance to pick up one or all of these wonderful NYC videos representing
much of the history of our favorite railroad. Many hours of enjoyment available at the
members’ price of 20% off MSRP.
The MSPR is $39.95 and the NYCSHS members’ price is $31.96 and that is 20% off
MSRP.
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version)

By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith
Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995
Now Available in a Digital Version
MSRP $35.00. NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP.
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.
To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html

Books, Books, Books

All NYCS Books can be found at:
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html
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NYCSHS Model Offering Thoughts
As many of you know, the NYCSHS archive is a wonderful resource to aid in authentic modeling of the NYCS in all
scales. This past year has been an especially productive year for the archive. Our small team of volunteers,
supplemented by some of the Directors, has produced a considerable number of products that can aid in modeling the
NYCSH.
The team continues to make progress in scanning photos for our own NYCSHS collection of negatives, prints and
slides adding to our considerable number of images of locomotives, rolling stock and even some structures. They have
also continued to scan the NYCSHS collection held by Western Reserve. This has resulted in three new locomotive
photo CDs and adding to the extensive collection of photos now available in our online Photo & ValMap database.
These photos and maps are available for review directly by going to the website and searching or just looking through
the collection. This is a major accomplishment for us after almost fifty years of effort to make this happen.

During the year we have produced the following CDs or DVDs from the archive material: Central Headlight
1970 – 2017, NYC Signals, NYCS Diesel Locomotives, Steam Locomotives of the NYC Vol. 1 & 2, NYCentral Modeler
(2011- 2018), NYC Lines Magazine, 1919 – 1932, NYCSHS Photo CDs, Lima Switchers, Baldwin Switchers, and
Baldwin Cab Units, and 2018 Cleveland Convention. And there are several more NYCS Locomotive CDs and
the New York Central System Headlight DVD including all of the magazines published.
We have also set up processes that allow you to visit the Headquarters and work with some of our volunteer archivist
by simply scheduling a time, day and subject. All of these resources are available to you to help with modeling the
NYCS.
This has all been accomplished by a very small and dedicated team of volunteers. However, we have already lost one
of our key individuals and a second is moving out of the area, so this will have a major impact on our ability to
continue to move forward. This means that we need to find some more volunteers willing to come to the facility in
Middleburg Heights, OH to support our work there. This will be a critical shortfall for us very soon and we need your
help. We stand a very good chance of coming to a complete halt in the archives without some additional volunteers. If
you can spend at least a day a week, learning some key archivist skills, and then continuing to support our small team,
we would be very interested in having your help. If you are willing to help, send an email to NYCSHS@verizon.net
and let us know. We will be in touch with you very quickly and explain how you can help and get you started at the
archive.
As another new year begins, your NYCSHS team continues to look for new ways to support you in your interest in the
NYCS. We have a small team of dedicated individuals who spend many hours working for the NYCSHS in a variety
of ways. We work in the Archives, Modeling, Membership, Advertising & Promotion, Financial, Business, Collinwood
Shop, Directors, and Convention teams. Many of us put in over 40 hours a week volunteering for the Society. All of
this is because we love the NYCS.
We also have need for other volunteers to work from home scanning material to add to our collection of digital
resources. If you have an interest in that send us an email and we will get back to you. NYCSHS@verizon.net
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This magazine takes a tremendous amount of work to prepare it for publication each quarter. We continue to receive
very positive feedback on the magazine. We also receive many suggestions about expanding our articles to include
scales other than HO-scale and O-Scale/Gauge. I would remind you that we can only publish what we receive from
you. If you model in any scale, we would like to have you take a few hours and share your modeling experience
with us. We can and do write a very few of the articles, but we need to hear from you to make this continue to
work. Every quarter, I worry about having enough articles to publish the next edition. If you model, can write and
take photos we want to hear from you. NYCSHS@verizon.net
Of course, we also have a few dedicated individuals who work with me every quarter to help me produce this
wonderful magazine. And we would love to hear from you about what you think about the NYCentral Modeler and
about the NYCSHS modeling program. Just take a minute or two to let us know what you think. We will even publish
it in our RPO column in the next issue. NYCSHS@verizon.net
We know that many of you model the NYCS in a variety of ways. Several of you have shared your modeling with us
by writing articles and sharing photos for the NYCentral Modeler. I only wish that more of you would do that. We
need a constant flow of articles to make the magazine a continued success. I hear from time-to-time from some of you
that you wish we had more articles about modeling in this or that scale, or a particular location, or a particular road.
Of course, the only way we can do that is for you to write the article.
Every month we ask for articles and every month we are getting a few, but we need more if we are going to keep this
magazine going. We do have a few regular writers who contribute articles regularly, but we need some more. Several
of our other railroad historical societies had modeling magazines in the past but have ceased to publish from lack of
articles. We hope we don’t end up like them. Only you can make the difference and keep us going.
Please take a few minutes to consider doing an article for us. We will help you with doing it. We have material that
will help you along. In an earlier issue, I wrote an article about how to write an article. Take a look at that article
(1stQtr 2017) and contact us about sharing your modeling with all of us. All of our editions from 2011 through 2018 are
now available on the NYCentral Modeler 2011- 2018 DVD for sale in the Collinwood Shop. Be sure to purchase a copy
so that you have all of those.
We need you to help us continue the work of the Society by volunteering to join us in the work of the Society. Now is
the time to get up from the couch and tell us you are willing to be part of the future of the Society. Send me an email or
give me a call and join the fun and excitement that is the NYCSHS.
Of course we are very interested in your thoughts on this and you can always send me an email with those thoughts or
climb aboard as a volunteer to NYCBigFour@verizon.net or 703-407-3059

Thanks, Noel
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.
Dave Mackay
Office of the President

We have created a magnificent Archive. Now it’s time to make it grow!
Back in 2016, member donations to the “Flight of the Century Fund” enabled us to turn
30,000 square feet of unoccupied office space into a handsomely furnished Headquarters
and a matchless archive that now preserves the legacy of the New York Central System.
Through creative use of modern technology, Society members and the general public
alike can now view over 30,000 photographic images and over 10,000 valuation maps of
our favorite railroad, the mighty New York Central System, and they can order hiresolution digitals of those images through our Collinwood Shop.
But there is so much more that must be done! Thousands of images and documents
remain at Headquarters to be scanned and added to our wonderful resource. Additional
collections need to be sought, evaluated, and considered for inclusion. And the system
itself needs to be continuously maintained and upgraded.
To accomplish all of this, we need your help. With a goal of $40,000, we announce an
exciting new Empire State Express Fund. An imaginary Empire State Express will
travel from New York City to Cleveland, arriving at Cleveland Union Terminal when the
goal is achieved. Periodically, as contributions arrive, we will announce No. 51’s
westward progress.
Any amount that you can provide to keep our metaphorical Empire rolling will be
gratefully accepted, but donors contributing to any of the following categories will be
honored with special listings to be published in a future issue of Central Headlight.
$2,500 and up
$1,000 to $2,499
$500 to $999
$250 t0 $499
$100 to $249
$50 to $99
$25 to $49
Under $25

Locomotive 999
Hudson 5429
Observation car Franklin D. Roosevelt
Parlor car Herbert H. Lehman
Dining car Dewitt Clinton
Lounge car Martin Van Buren
Chair car Thomas E. Dewey
RPO car Alonzo B. Cornell

How much should you give? In answer, I would suggest that you give until it hurts. Your
donation will help us to maintain our vision to be “the preferred source of information
and products relating to the New York Central System.” And remember, the NYCSHS is
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a Section 501.c.(3) organization, so your donation is tax deductible under IRS
regulations, depending, of course, on your personal situation. Further, if you work for or
are retired from a company that offers matching contributions, please investigate to
determine if your contribution can be matched by your company. We will be pleased to
assist you in identifying and completing the necessary forms for a funds match.
Please make your check or money order payable to NYCSHS and write Empire State
Express Fund in the memo box or line. Mail to: Noel F. Widdifield, Treasurer
P.O. Box 328
Shady Side, MD 20764
You can also make a donation through our on-line Collinwood Shop. Go to
www.nycshs.net and sign in. Then drop down and click on the “Empire State Express
Fund” category. Move over and click on the “Empire State Express Fund Donation”
item. Follow the instructions to check out and donate. Donations can be made by check,
money order, credit card or PayPal.
Your support of the NYCSHS has never been more important than it is now. Please join
with your fellow members in making a substantial contribution that will enable us to
expand and maintain our wonderful Archive.
Sincerely yours,

Dave Mackay
President

113

Cover photo: Lima-Hamilton Class LRS-12as road-switcher #6208 (built as #5808 in 1950) was photographed at
Riverside Yard, Cincinnati, Ohio, on November 29, 1961. The unit was retired in 1965. —James Suhs collection
NYCSHS 2019 Calendar. This calendar contains 15 great photos including 7 in color. The calendars represent a wonderful
collection of photos from the glory days of the New York Central System. Each month has important historical events
listed on the days that they occurred. Select the calendar you want in the box above. Price $16.00. Ohio residents add Ohio
state sales tax. Shipping included for US only. Non-US orders have shipping added.

Click here to order from Collinwood Shop
Now on sale for $5.00 plus $2.50 shipping. Add $.60 Ohio sales tax if you are an Ohio resident to:
NYCSHS
2019 Calendar
P.O. Box 328
Shady Side, MD 20764
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New York Central System Historical Society
2019 Calendar Order Form

Please Print
Name__________________________________________________Member#_______
Address________________________________________________________________
City________________________State/Province______Zip/Postal Code__________
Country__________________Telephone_______________ Email_______________
Number of Calendars Purchased___________________________
Check or Money Order Amount Attached $________________________________
Make all checks or money orders out to NYCSHS
Calendars now on sale for $5.00 plus $2.50 shipping. Ohio residents must pay
8% Ohio Sales Tax or $.60 per calendar. (US currency only.)

Mail this form and check or money order to:
NYCSHS
2019 Calendar Order
17038 Roosevelt Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441-4734
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Do you love the NYC? How about helping the
NYCSHS preserve the memory. Do your part.

Preview Of 3rd
Quarter 2019 issue

If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are
doing to help you model the NYCS. We have been publishing great
articles from many of you in all scales. We note that several other
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of
production from lack of member articles. Don’t let that happen to
us.
We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the
Society. A lot of work is being done to improve our support to
members. We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee. We
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial
knowledge to help out our Treasurer.
We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us. They
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you? Why
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is
really worthwhile. Just do it!!! NYCSHS@verizon.net

Seth Lakin’s 2-Part series
on MC & CS cobooses
appears in the next issue.
Always looking for
good articles and
photos for the 3rd Qtr.
2019 edition. Let us see
your handiwork.

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at
NYCBigFour@verizon.net

Hugh Guillaume shows us some of
his resin model freight cars in the next
edition.
As we continue in the springmodeling season, the NYCHS would very
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be
released in the 3rd Qtr. 2019 edition. You should still be doing a lot
with your layout or modeling during these spring months. If you will
be building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would
be a good time to take some photos and do an article for us. We really
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your
layout. We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next
one, send them to us by May 15, 2019. NYCSHS@verizon.net
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And
Bob Shaw continues his feature,
“NYCS O-Gauge Model Railroading”
in the July 1, 2019 edition.
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