


      

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2017 2 

OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   oo ff   TThhiiss   IIssssuuee  

   
NYCSHS member Pete LaGuardia models the 
NYC in HO-scale. He added Marine Models to 

his NYC layout.  Page 73 
 
  

  
Larry Faulkner’s model of Signal Station “OW” at 

Tarrytown, NY.  Page 56 
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NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective of the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, R.J. Barrett, J. 
Epperson, T.R. Gerbracht, S.H. 
Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Simonaitis, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor   Bob Shaw 
Proof Editors: Julie Sanders
  Ann Widdifield 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Mackay, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released almost 300 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more 
than 3,000 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-
scale, and O-scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale 
models to be released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for 
more information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last four years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Hi Folks! 

Well, the modeling season is back, and it’s time to turn our attention to doing the best modeling 
of the NYC that we can. Please allow me to share my duties as the Modeling Committee 
Chairperson with you. 

I receive the modeling questions that come in to the Society about how things were on the real 
NYCS. Sometimes, they are easy, such as, “what color were the heavyweight NYC passenger 
cars?” And sometimes they are not, such as, “what horns were on the Baldwin RS-12 Diesels?” 
I’m fortunate, in that I have a few fellows who are more knowledgeable than I in certain areas, 
and I can reach out to them for an answer. I also have the Society painting and lettering DVD’s of 
the original NYC drawings to help me.  

While these are great resources, not everything is included, and at times I am stumped! At that 
point, I turn to Terry Link’s fabulous Canada Southern website, 
http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/htm. If you need roster information, lot numbers, car 
diagrams, employee timetables, and much more, this is the place to go. Take a look. You will 
bookmark it to return again and again.  

Following closely behind is George Elwood’s Fallen Flags http://www.rr-
fallenflags.org/nyc/nyc.html. Diesel, Steam and rolling stock photos galore.  It is a great resource 
that you could look at for hours.  

After that, it’s off to the rest of the Internet. You can do a great amount of research on Google. 
That’s where the answer to the Baldwin RS-12 horn question was found. I was able to find a 
webpage with every model diesel horn made. It had photos, history, user information, and even 
recordings of what they sounded like! Through the process of elimination, comparing all the 
photos from the webpages and books I had available, I found that the horn most resembles the 
Nathan M3. That is Cal-Scale part number 190-428. Thanks Dean (who asked the question), I need 
to get one for my next RS-12, and I now know what it must sound like!   

I have always had a New York Central library, and I add to it probably as often as I refer to it. The 
Internet has proved to be just as valuable a reference as all my books in the library. Next time 
you’re stumped, try the Internet. There is a fantastic amount of information out there.  

Now, back to modeling the NYC. 

 

 

Greetings from the New NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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It seems that I never have enough time to do much 
model railroading anymore.  The days are filled 
with doing the website, Collinwood Shop backend, 
business management, treasurer responsibilities, 
working on getting the new Headquarters in shape 
for the Grand Opening this month and all of the 
other day-to-day activities that I am involved in 
doing.  Oh yes, and editing this magazine, as well. 

I continue to have big plans for my HO-scale 
railroad that I started last year in Florida.  I have 
several building kits packed away to take with me 
when I go back down and I also have several 
pieces of rolling stock and locomotives that I have 
purchased this summer from the Collinwood 
Shop. 

Hopefully, I will be able to finish the track laying 
that I started and will actually get something 
running this winter season. Then I can build the 
kits and enjoy that part of the hobby too. 

Does all of this sound familiar to you? We all share 
the love of modeling the NYCS, but most of us 
never seem to have the time we need. 

I hope you are doing better at modeling than I am. 
If so, please take a few minutes to photograph and 
write about what you are doing.  I plan to do that 
and we look forward to seeing your modeling 
work here in the NYCentral Modeler. 

If you like what we do or have suggestions, send 
me your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  
NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
Thanks, Noel 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose 
of providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee –
- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to the 
author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  We 
have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, O-, 1/29-, 
and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in all scales 
but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission information 
and guidelines.  We have a style guide to be used 
for articles and will send it to any aspiring author.  
Photos should be submitted at not less than 640 x 
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  
Statements and opinions made are those of the 
authors and don’t necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 
 
 
 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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EEdd  EEnnyyeeddyy  ––  NNYYCCSS  CCooll ll iinnwwoooodd  TTuurrnnttaabb ll ee   iinn  HHOO--SSccaall ee                       Page 27                                   

  
 
His career at Lincoln Electric as a mechanical engineer brought many experiences with the 
design of plastic parts, mechanisms, motors, wiring, and digital controls.   Several times he 
has pointed out that the model train hobby has been forging ahead with new concepts and 
suggested that Lincoln follow a similar path to keep up. Other hobbies consume his time as 
well, especially when the weather is warm. He and his wife ride a tandem bicycle and this 
year accumulated more than 2,000 miles on it.  He also recently started to play a bass guitar.  
Both he and his wife are fond of squirrels.	
  
WWii ll ll   BBooyyll ee   ––  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCeenntt rraall   ““HHoott   TTrraaiinnss””                                                Page 33                                                                       

  
with two children and three grandchildren. Will`s dad was in the wholesale ice business. 
The New York Central was a customer and when Will’s dad would deliver a load of ice to 
the railroad, Will would go along. The railroad people were always generous to Will giving 
him chalk, and locomotives rides. 

Will was given his first Lionel train, a New York Central F-unit at age six. During his high 
school years he switched to the more detailed HO. Will enjoys scratch building and kit 
modification. His HO layout has grown to three quarters of his basement. The Niagara Falls 
Central is based on the Canada Southern running through Southern Ontario, with trains of 
the NYC, C&O, and TH&B. The layout has a streetcar line which works off of the overhead, 
and a HOn3 line that delivers coal from a mine to a tipple that feeds standard gauge cars. 
The crown jewel of the layout is Tootie Steel Inc. the Niagara Falls Central`s largest 
customer. Tootie Steel Inc. is a fully integrated, super-detailed, and animated Steel Mill 
Complex.     

Will has now started work on a G-scale outdoor layout. Note the Niagara Falls name on the 
diner side. Niagara Falls is where Will lives. 

 
 

Will was born in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, but soon after moved to Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. On completing business administration courses at Niagara 
Collage he went to work for Swagelok Canada (Canadian subsidiary of an 
American company based in the Cleveland, Ohio area), a manufacturer of 
high-pressure tube fittings. Will retired 30 plus years later. Will is married  

Ed is a life-long resident of the East Side of Cleveland, growing up in 
Mayfield area and now living in Eastlake.  Early exposure to American 
Flyer Trains started his fascination with trains, and a Tyco Chattanooga 
train set for Christmas when he was nine, cemented his train interest. 
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KKyyll ee   CCoobb ll ee   --  HHooww  ttoo   UUssee  SSkkee tt cchhuupp  tt oo   RReessccaall ee   IItt eemmss  ffoorr   MMooddee ll iinngg  Page 42 

  

 
 
 

  
BBoobb  SShhaaww  ––  DDrreessss iinngg  UUpp  aa  LLiioonnee ll   GGrraaiinn  EElleevvaattoorr                                           Page 52  

 
Bob has written seven previous articles about building his NYC Water Level Route.  In part 
eight, he dresses-up a Lionel Grain Elevator with computer-generated Purina signage, while 
remembering a departed good friend.  His simple custom sign-making technique can be 
used on any scale layout. 

Retired	 from	 careers	 as	 a	 corporate	 communications	manager	 and	 special	 education	 teacher,	
Bob	 and	 his	 wife	Wanda	 live	 in	 southern	Michigan.	 	 They	 enjoy	 visiting	 their	 twin	 sons	 and	
spoiling	their	two	grandchildren.		Bob	heads	an	LLC	providing	marketing	and	communications	
consulting	to	global	clients.	

Bob	continues	with	his	series	of	O-gauge	articles	about	his	NYC	layout	as	a	regular	column	about	
O-gauge	modeling.	
	
  
  
  

This is Kyle’s eighth article for the NYCentral Modeler, and he continues his 
interest in early 20th Century rolling stock. His previous articles were on building a 
Big Four rolling stock and 3-D printing. Kyle continues his periodic series called 
“The Early Car Shop” where he explores the early rolling stock of the New York 
Central and its subsidiaries. Kyle is currently serving on the NYCSH “Futures” 
committee and brings the prospective of a young NYC fan and modeler to the 
committee. 
	

A	native	of	Schenectady,	NY,	Bob’s	interest	the	New	York	Central	began	when	
he	was	 a	 boy	 and	 is	 expressed	 today	 in	 the	O-scale	 trains	 he	 runs,	 and	 the	
layouts	he	builds.	 	He	enjoys	talking	trains	with	 friends	as	a	member	of	TCA	
(Train	Collectors	Association)	and	LOTS	(Lionel	Operating	Train	Society). 
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LLarry Faulkner and Manuel Duran-Duran - Modeling NYC Signal Tower – OW Tower                 
Pages 56 & 61 

 
 
 

 

  
  
PPeett ee   LLaaGGuuaarrddiiaa - New York Central Railroad Tug and Covered Barge           Page 73	

 
 
to Alexander’s Department Store on the Grand Concourse in the Bronx, NY.  On the way 
home he noticed his father was carrying a shopping bag and in it was a Lionel ZW 
transformer.  At that moment, he realized that Santa Claus was his dad.  That same year his 
father and he went to the local lumberyard which was advertising a train board – it was only 
a 4’ x 8’ piece of plywood that had 2-inch banding around it.  His dad and he carried it home 
five blocks to their small two-bedroom apartment in the Housing Projects in the 
Bronx.  There, they put the board on a folding card table and built his first layout from one 
in the Lionel catalogues.  Life was great.  

After a rewarding career with U.S. Department of Justice, he retired and now lives in 
Northern Virginia with his wife, Marie. They have four grown children; all of them are 
married, and eleven grandkids.  He is currently building a layout in his basement, “WID” 
New York Central, (Western Illinois Division) which occupies a space 35’ by 35’. 
 
  

Like most of us, we received our first model train around Christmas. Pete 
was five and that Christmas morning he woke up to a Lionel train set.  He 
played with it for hours and days.  He remembers lying on the floor with 
his head facing the track and the train coming at him.  It was just a great 
time. A couple years later he was either 8 or 9 and he went with his father 

  

Larry has been writing articles for “The Harmon Files” 
Department for several years. Manuel contributes his 
“From the New York Central Engineering Department” to 
support each of Larry’s articles. Both of them have been 
major contributors to this magazine from the beginning. 
Each is an excellent researcher, artist, engineer, and 
modeler. The two articles in this edition provide an 
interesting model from the NYCS.  
	

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
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RRooggeerr   MMuurrpphhyy - New York Central’s Weehawken Terminal – Chapter 3          Page 77	

 
 

 
 

HHaall ll   ooff  HHeerrooeess--  TTwwoo  ooff  oouurr  nneeww  aauutthhoorrss  wwii ll ll   rreeccee iivvee  oouurr  nneeww  
NNYYCCSSHHSS  MMaaggaazz iinnee  WWrrii tt eerr  TT--SShhiirr tt   ffoorr  tthhee ii rr  ff ii rrss tt   aarrtt ii cc ll ee  iinn  tthhee  

mmaaggaazziinnee..  
EEdd  EEnnyyeeddyy,,  WWii ll ll   BBooyyll ee  aanndd  PPeettee  LLaaGGuuaarrddiiaa  jjoo iinn  oouurr  HHaall ll   ooff  

HHeerrooeess..  
  

 
 

The NYCentral Modeler Continues to Need Articles 
 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know many of you think you 
don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with tools to 
help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know more about 
your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours, and a camera or 
cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get you 
started.  Help us help you to tell our members about your hobby.  We are interested in all 
scales and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about 
your modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

Roger Murphy has been involved with HO-scale trains for over 
50 years. This is Roger’s fourth article for us. His father was a 
locomotive engineer with almost 40 years of service until he 
passed unexpectedly in 1968. But for those years with him, 
Roger was the railroad brat who always tagged along when his 
father had business down at the freight house. He was also lucky 
enough to have had multiple head-end rides to West Haverstraw 
during passenger service.	
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From the 4th Qtr. 1979 Central Headlight 
 

 
 

NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 
Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be and where it was found. Send your answers 
to NYCSHS@verizon.net  
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The NYCSHS has been steadily 
increasing its social media presence as a 
way to provide contact opportunities 
with society members and non-
members alike. 
 
Our first incursion into social media was 
our Facebook page which currently has 
over 6,000 followers/likes.  It has 
provided an opportunity for NYC fans 
to ask questions, share stories and 
photos with visitors. 
 
This month we are pleased to announce 
the introduction of our Instagram 
account, a place for sharing photos and 
descriptions of everything we are doing. 
 
Several members of our Modeling 
Committee now have their own 
Instagram accounts where followers can 
stay updated on project progress. 
 
It’s easy to follow us from your 
computer, tablet or mobile phone.  Just 
open your Instagram account using 
your email address and mobile phone 
number for added security.  Search by 
page name and click follow.	

	

	

Download the Instagram app to your 
phone, set up your account and join the 
fun. 
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N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Athearn 

 

NYC Old Time 36’ Wood Boxcar 

In Upstate New York was the burgeoning Mohawk 
& Hudson Railroad. The first chartered system in 
the United States in 1833, which later became part 
of the New York Central, came up with the novel 
idea of covering its gondolas as the the railroad 
dealt with snow throughout much of the winter. 
The result was the boxcar. 

Features: 
 Fully assembled and ready to operate 
 Separately applied brake wheel and roof walk 
 Molded truss rods with turnbuckles 
 Molded plastic underframe with brake cylinder 
 Screw mounted trucks for accurate tracking 
 Truck mounted magnetically operated knuckle 

couplers 
 Three road numbers  
 Minimum radius: 9¾” 

MSRP $21.98         Available Early 2018 
http://www.athearn.com/  
Available in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off MSRP 
for NYCSHS members. 

Bluford Shops 

 

NYC 8-Panel 2-Bay Hopper 

This group of New York Central 8-panel hoppers 
was the result of a rebuilding project. A large 
group of hoppers built by NYC in 1940 was sent to 
Greenville Car in 1953 and emerged as 8-panel 

hoppers in this striking brown and black paint 
scheme. 

Features: 

 Die cast slope sheet hopper bay-center sill 
assembly 

 Injection molded plastic sides, ends and 
hopper doors 

 Fully molded brake tank, valve, and air lines 
 Body mounted brake hose detail 
 Coal load 
 Body mounted operating knuckle couplers 
 Close coupling 
 Fox Valley Models metal wheels 
 NYC brown with black underframe 

MSRP $24.95  Expected Delivery 4th Qtr. 2017 

http://www.bluford-
shops.com/bluford_93_019.htm 

Available in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off MSRP 
for NYCSHS members. 

 

 

NYC 14-Panel Hopper 

It was New York Central who actually designed 
these 14-panel hoppers as an alternative to the 
AAR standard 9-panel car. The NYC design proved 
to be popular with more railroads than the AAR 
design. NYC went on to buy or build more than 
7,000 of these hoppers for their own fleet. 

Features: 

 Die cast slope sheet hopper bay-center sill 
assembly 

 Injection molded plastic sides, ends and 
hopper doors 

 Fully molded brake tank, valve, and air lines 
 Body mounted brake hose detail 
 Coal load 
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 Body mounted operating knuckle couplers 
 Close coupling 
 Fox Valley Models metal wheels 
 NYC black  
 Six road numbers 

MSRP $24.95  Expected Delivery Early 2018 

http://www.bluford-
shops.com/bluford_93_038.htm  

Available in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off MSRP 
for NYCSHS members. 

Intermountain 

Centralia Car Shops 

 

NYC CCS 4-4-2 Sleeper 

Features: 

       Sharp painting and lettering 
       Wire Grab Irons 
       Truck Mounted Couplers 
 Four authentic car names 

 
MSRP $49.95  Expected Delivery Dec 17/Jan 18 
 
Available for pre-order in the Collinwood Shop at 
15% off MSRP for NYCSHS members 

 

 

NYC Baggage Car 

Features: 

 Accurate painting and numbering 
 Wire grab irons 
 Interior lighting 
 Truck mounted couplers 
 Two road numbers 

MSRP $49.95  Expected Delivery Feb/Mar 2018 
 
Available for pre-order in the Collinwood Shop at 
15% off MSRP for NYCSHS members 

http://www.intermountain-
railway.com/distrib/ccs/ccsn.htm 

 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Rapido 

 

NYC RDC -1 

 

NYC RDC-2 

 

NYC RDC-3 

These are the second run of these very popular 
releases and come in new road numbers. 

MSRP $325.00 DC/DCC/Sound, $225.00 DC/Silent 

Order Deadline Feb 9, 2018 Expected Delivery 
Late 2018 

http://rapidotrains.com/ho-rdc-second-run-
us/#NYC 

Available for pre-order in the Collinwood Shop at 
20% off MSRP for NYCSHS members 

http://www.nycshs.net/Rapido-HO-
Scale_c_119.html 
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HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas Trainman

 

NYC 1937 AAR Boxcar 

The 1937 AAR Box Car also had many features that 
became standard on boxcars for years to come, 
including dreadnaught ends, straight panel roof 
and an inside length of 40’ 6”. They had an interior 
height of 10’ with a 3700 cubic foot capacity. With 
only a few variations built, this design helped the 
industry realize the economic advantages of freight 
equipment standardization; a concept that 
continues into the modern era. 

Features:  
 Quick and easy assembly 
 Highly detailed body with molded ladders and 

grab irons 
 One-piece underframe with full brake detail 
 Quality painting/printing of prototypical paint 

schemes  

MSRP $19.95         Available 4th Qtr. 2017 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 

Bachmann 

 

NYC Bay Window Caboose 

Features: 
 See-through roof walk 

 Ladder 
 Prototype window arrangement 
 Metal wheels 
 E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers  

MSRP $59.00         Available 4th Qtr. 2017 
http://www.bachmanntrains.com/home-usa/ 
 
Roundhouse 

 

NYC 36’ Old Time Boxcar 

During the early years of the industry, freight was 
hauled on simple flatcars or early gondolas. In 
Upstate New York was the burgeoning Mohawk & 
Hudson Railroad, the first chartered system in the 
United States, which later became part of the New 
York Central. In 1833, it came up with the novel 
idea of covering its gondolas as the railroad dealt 
with snow throughout much of the winter.   

FEATURES: 
 All models are representative of prototypical 

paint schemes 
 Archbar 50-ton trucks with 33” wheels 
 Fully-assembled and ready to run out-of-the- 

box 
 Highly-detailed, injection-molded body 
 Separately applied brake wheel 
 Machined metal wheels with RP25 contours 

operate on all popular brands of track 
 Weighted for trouble-free operation 
 Body mounted McHenry operating scale 

knuckle couplers 
 Window packaging for easy viewing plus 

interior plastic blister safely holds the model 
for convenient storage 

 Replacement parts available 
 Minimum radius: 18” 

MSRP $25.98 Expected Delivery May 
2018 
http://www.athearn.com/Products/Default.aspx?
ProdID=RND15635 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off MSRP 
for NYCSHS members. 
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Westerfield Models 

 

MCRR USRA Steel Auto Boxcar 

 

NYC USRA Steel Auto Boxcar 

Operating Era: 1922-1967. This series now has One-
Piece Bodies. New York Central, Michigan Central. 
A variation of the USRA steel boxcar design, NYC 
purchased 4,000 auto cars for its Michigan Central 
subsidiary from AC&F and Standard Steel in 1922-
23. Many of the cars had their smaller doors 
permanently closed in the early 1930`s as the Great 
Depression diminished the market for autos. They 
were renumbered into NYC series but looked the 
same as before. The smaller door was stenciled 
"single door car". By January 1944, 389 cars were so 
converted. We do not know if the cars retained the 
small door into the 1950's, but no evidence to the 
contrary exists. 

Features: 

 Cast resin kit 
 One-piece body 
 Decals 
 Yarmouth Carmer uncoupling levers 
 Etched bronze stirrup steps 
 No trucks, wheels or couplers provided 
 Excellent craftsman kits 

MSRP $41.00   Expected Delivery Now 

 
https://id18538.securedata.net/westerfieldmodels.
com/merchantmanager/index.php?cPath=98_289 
 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off MSRP 
for NYCSHS members. 

Bethlehem Car Works 

 
NYC Pullman Plan 4090 8-1-3- Tower Sleeper 
Features: 
 Resin sides and roof 
 Trucks, less wheels and couplers 
 NERS ducts 
 Decals 

MSRP $97.50   Expected Delivery TBD 
http://bethlehemcarworks.com/ 
 
Will be available, when released, in the Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off MSRP for NYCSHS members. 

 
HO-Scale Structures 

The N-Scale Architect 

 

LS&MS Station Kit (Expression of Interest) 

The NYCSHS is looking into having this LS&MS 
station produced in HO-scale by The N-Scale 
Architect who produced our NYC tower kit a 
couple of years ago.  It will be a wood laser cut kit 
with stick-on brick and Chooch stone sheets. The 
kits would be un-assembled and would be painted 
by the modeler, the same as the Tower Kits. 
 
These stations were found at the following 
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locations: 
Indiana - Goshen, Indiana Harbor, Lafayette 
(LE&W/CCC&StL., Mishawaka, and Tipton 
(LE&W) 
Michigan - Jonesville, Lenawee Jct., Sturgis, and 
White Pigeon 
New York - Ogdensburg, & Westfield 
Ohio - Ashtabula, Bellevue, Conneaut, Delta, 
Geneva, Glenville, Madison, Mentor, Painesville, 
Sandusky, Stryker, & Wauseon 
Pennsylvania - Franklin & North East 

Expected MSRP $108.35 Expected Delivery Late 
2018 

The NYCSHS is looking to obtain expressions of 
interest for about 100 of these in order to go into 
production. 

If interested send an email telling the NYCSHS 
that you are interested in this kit to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net  

or mackdave@optimum.net   

O-Scale Locomotives 

Sunset Models 

 

Prototype Photo 

NYC Mohawk Class L-2c and L-2d 

After at least 5 years of persuasion Sunset Models 
has finally announced the import of this 
magnificent class of steam locomotives.  

Scott Mann of Sunset has asked NYCSHS member, 
Sam Shumaker to head up the project in getting an 
accurate highly detailed crown model. These 
models will be a step further than the past Sunset 
3rd rail steam locomotive models produced in that 
more attention has been paid to detail including 
the slope sheet and stoker auger interior detail and 
sliding window sashes on these models. Close 
attention will be paid to correct wheel and model 

superstructure dimensions and graphics.  In 
addition the models will be offered in 2 different 
engine numbers in both early “as built” and late 
“after 1946” versions of both sub classes yielding a 
broad variety of choice.  

Good documentation is required to produce such 
models and Sunset Models thanks the NYCSHS for 
their generous support in designing these models. 

Produced in both 2-rail and 3-rail versions	

MSRP TBD    Available TBD  

To preorder one or more of these models go to: 
http://www.3rdrail.com 

Sunset Models has additional NYC locomotives 
coming in the future in HO- and O-scales.  Check 
them out at: 
http://www.3rdrail.com/sunsetmodels.html 

Sam indicates that they should include EMD F-7 
AB units, EMD E8 and E9s and ALCo PA/Bs. 

Stevens Preservation Lines 

 

Prototype Photo 

NYC 0-6-0 Switcher Kit 

Kit will be offered with a NYC tender. Pictured is 
the proto type and view of the frame assembly 
with 3D printed parts, and photo assembled frame.  

MSRP $650.00   Expected Delivery TBD 

To pre-order go to: 
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http://stevensonpreservationlines.com/product_in
fo.php?products_id=778 

O-Scale Rolling Stock 

Protocraft 

 

NYC 52’6” Brass Gondola 

There are a series of new 52′ 6″ gondolas coming 
from Boo Rim in late June.  The cars are post-war 
designs and were rated at 70-tons.  The gondolas 
are accurately patterned after specific railroad 
orders.   

Features: 

 Hand brakes 
 Drop or fixed ends 
 Lading anchors 
 Folding stake pockets 
 Correct trucks 
 Correct decals 

MSRP $350.00  Expected Delivery TBD 

Decals $8.50   These are just announced so watch 
for them at: http://www.protocraft.com/index.cfm 

Large Scale Rolling Stock 

Piko 

 

Pair NYC Flat Cars 

 

NYC Hopper Car 

These are the latest releases from Piko American 
in “G-scale”. 

MSRP Flats - $109.00 Hopper $57.99 Expected 
Delivery Now  
http://www.piko-america.com/ 
 
Piko continues to make these cars in shortened 
versions and odd scales (1/26?). They also paint 
and letter them in non-prototypical schemes.  
Decals 

Speedswitch Media 

NYCS 40’ Steel Boxcar Decals 
For cars built between 1939 - 1946 
Letters three cars. 
MSRP $12.00   Expected Delivery Now 
http://speedwitchmedia.com/ 
Available in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off MSRP 
for NYCSHS members. 
Paint 

True Color Paints 

 

NYC “Jade” Green, NYC Light Gray, NYC Dark 
Gary, NYC 1945-50s Freight Car Red, NYC 
Pacemaker Red, NYC Pacemaker Gray 

MSRP 1 OZ. BOTTLE $ 5.69 
2 OZ. BOTTLE $ 10.25 
16 OZ. BOTTLE – THINNER $ 43.95 
16 OZ. BOTTLE – PAINT $80.95 

Available Now 
http://trucolorpaint.com/products/paint/ 
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Magazines 

Classic Toy Trains Sept 2017 

  

“Photo Album” p. 11 

A photo of Bob Shaw’s (not our Bob Shaw) 
“Moonglow Railroad” O-gauge model railroad 
featuring his MTH NYC 2-8-2 Mikado. 

“Dream Maker for Lionel”, by Roger Carp, pp. 23 
– 35 

Article about the Lionel catalog illustrator, Robert 
Sherman, who painted many illustrations for the 
catalogs from 1938 into the 1950s.  Includes some 
NYC Lionel models. 

Classic Trains Summer 2017 

 

“Whistle-stopping in the 1960s” by J. David 
Ingles pp. 68 – 73 

The article follows the campaign trains of Kennedy, 
Nixon and Goldwater across Michigan and Illinois 
in the 1960s.  Several good photos of NYC 
locomotives and rolling stock carrying the three 
candidates on the campaign trail.  Interesting 
reading and photos not seen before. 

 

Model Railroader July 2017 

 

“Simple Route Selection” by Pete LaGuardia p. 39 

NYCSHS member and NYCentral Modeler author, 
Pete, writes about a rotary knob that makes 
controlling switch motors to align a route intuitive. 

“Trackside Photos” p. 70 

See photo of NYC GP7 No. 5709 photo by John 
Diamond of Bellevue Hill, NSW, Australia on his 
Tupper Lake & South Junction RR. 

 

 

Model Railroader August 2017 

 

“50 Years and 2 Houses” by Lou Sassi pp. 40 – 45 

This article brings us up-to-date on Dick Elwell’s 
HO-scale Hoosac Valley Railroad.  It is a freelance 
1950’s bridge line running from Pittsfield, MA to 
Essex Junction, NY with Boston & Albany locos 
and rolling stock shown in the photos. 
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“Product Review of Accucraft HO-scale 36’ 
Double-Sheathed boxcar kit. P. 62 

A very positive review of one of the several 
versions of this latest Accurail boxcar.  All of these 
are offered in the Collinwood Shop at 20% off 
MSRP for NYCSHS members. 

Model Railroader September 2017 

 

“Trackside Photos” pp. 64- 65 

A wonderful two-page photo of Lee Gasparik’s O-
scale NYCS and PRR layout.  Pictured are a class 
A-2a NYC (P&LE) Berkshire from Overland and a 
NYC Precision Scale Models Niagara.   

Model Railroad News July 2017 

 

“Westerfield Models Introduces One-Piece 
Shells” p. 58 

This announcement details how Westerfield 
Models is now offering one-piece resin body shells 
for two of its boxcar kits. This represents a big 
improvement in the ease of building resin models.  
Westerfield still offers the flat cast version in the 
NYC and MCRR models.  Both of these model 
versions are offered in the Collinwood Shop at 20% 
discount for NYCSHS members. 

NMRA Magazine August 2017 

 

“Hojack Line Crossing Shanty, Walker, NY”, by 
Harold Russell pp. 34 – 35 

The article describes the shanty and how it was 
used by the railroad.  It includes photos of the real 
shanty that resides at the Rochester & Genesee 
Valley Railroad Museum. It also provides a short 
description of how you might model the shanty.  
Several detailed drawings are included. 

Railroad Model Craftsman August 2017 

 

“NYC Lines Harmon Electric Shed” by Victor 
Hand pp. 66 – 72 

NYCSHS member, Victor Hand tells about the 
early 20th Century NYC Lines Electric Locomotive 
Inspection Shop located at Harmon, NY and how 
he modeled it in HO-scale. The photos 
accompanying the article are excellent and they 
make you feel like you are looking at the actual 
shop. 

“Product Review – NYCSHS 2017 Convention 
Car” p. 78 
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Excellent coverage of the NYCSHS Boston & 
Albany special convention car kit, produced by 
Accurail. 

“Product Review – NYCSHS Boston & Albany 
Photo Collection” p. 90 

Great coverage of the Boston & Albany Photo 
Collection DVD. 

Both the Convention car and the B&A photo DVD 
are offered in the Collinwood Shop with 20% 
discounts for NYCSHS members. 

The Train Collectors Quarterly July 2017 

 

“Lionel O-Gauge NYC S-Class Locomotives” by 
Robert English, pp. 16- 19 

Robert writes about Lionel’s O-gauge #250, #252, 
and #252E series of NYC S-class locomotive 
models.  He provides the history and several very 
nice photos of the many variations of this model. 

Trains July 2017 

 

“Commentary – I miss you David, but thank you.’ 
By Don Phillips p. 11 

Don reminisces in his regular column about David 
P. Morgan and the inspiration he provided to Don.  
David’s writing took Don back to the American 

passenger train era and the days when steam was 
king on America’s railroads.  Most of the article 
and the photos harken back to a NYC Mohawk and 
David’s interchange with the engineer.  Another 
great steam railroading story from the NYC. 

“Slowing the Century” by Kenneth L. Hojacki  
pp. 36 – 37 
 
An interesting story about three railfans and how 
they averted a disaster on the NYCS.  The photo 
accompanying the article is of three NYC U25Bs 
passing through Batavia, NY. 
 

The NYCentral Modeler Needs 
Your Help!! 

Are you a New York Central System modeler?  Do 
you have a digital camera or a smart phone?  
Would you like to share what you are doing, or 
what you know, or your tips and techniques on 
modeling the NYCS? Then we have the answer for 
you. 

We are looking for any and all submissions for our 
magazine.  We need full-length features, short 
“mini features” and even some good stand alone 
photos to publish in the magazine. 

The subject matter must be NYCS, but other than 
that we can use anything model railroading 
related.   

Some of you say that you can’t/won’t submit 
because you are not a writer.  That isn’t a problem 
as we have editors who can make almost anything 
written look good in the magazine.  And we have 
done plenty of that. 

You say you aren’t a photographer.  That is not a 
problem in this day, when any smart phone is 
capable of taking good photos and our editor can 
turn almost any photo into a good one. 

We really want to see what you are modeling in 
any scale or gauge. 

How about sharing your love of the NYCS and 
modeling with us. 

Contact us at: NYCSHS@verizon.net and let’s talk 
about NYCS modeling. 
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Dear Noel, 

I am writing regarding the 19000 Series 
Caboose Project that was started several 
years ago by the Society and stalled. 
 
I am curious; has this project totally fizzled 
out, or is there still life. 
 
I recently returned from the PRRT&HS 
meeting in Camp Hill PA and have been 
interested how they have been more 
successful with the model manufacture 
community than the NYCSHS and others. 
 
Do we have a modeling Committee like 
the PRRT&HS our do we need to develop 
one as society members? 
  
Thank you for your thoughts, 

Jeffrey Halliwill 

Jeff, 

The NYCS 19000 caboose that we were 
working with TrueLine Trains is still alive.  
We have terminated our relationship with 
TrueLine Trains because they stopped 
responding to our emails and phone calls 
late last year. 

We are moving forward in discussions 
with other manufacturers to build the 
caboose.  We are about to release an RFP 
to several.  We have all of the drawings 
and technical information to produce the 
caboose and expect to announce 
something about the new project soon. 

The PRRT&HS society has many more 
members than we do and they have been 
very successful in getting manufacturers to 
develop PRR models for them.  That is 
because the PRR models sell very well.  

Manufacturers tell us that NYCS models 
do not.   

We have been successful in getting some 
NYCS models released and constantly 
work with manufacturers to insure that 
the models produced are accurate.  We just 
don’t have enough buyers to really get 
their attention. 

We have a very active Modelers 
Committee made up of 12 NYCSHS 
modelers.  We list them in every edition of 
this magazine. Check page 3. That column 
is there every edition. 

Hopefully, you will read the NYCentral 
Modeler in detail each quarter and that 
should answer many of the questions you 
are asking. 

Thanks, Noel 

Dear NYCSHS, 

Is it possible that you might have a Cigar 
Band logo that we could use on a sign that 
we are producing for a client? 

Thanks, Ani 

Dear Ani, 

See attached logo and be sure to tell your 
client that we are the ones who provided it 
to you free of charge. 

 

Thanks, Noel 
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Dear Noel, 

Thank you very much. It worked out well. 

Thanks, Ani 

Noel, 
 
I am reading the latest version of the 
NYCentral Modeler, and to my 
astonishment, on page 17 is a picture of 
my Jefferson (Ohio) Farmer's Coop 
elevator mixed in with Jim Six's pictures. 
Has Jim has pointed out to you that the 
picture is not his? As there is no credit 
given to me, no one would know that it 
my modeling and not Jim's. 
 
I sent the picture to you a month or two 
ago to show the four Accurail cars that I 
obtained from the society.  I think they are 
great cars at a great price, and they fit my 
needs exactly. 
 
The mix up is understandable, as Jim and I 
are both modeling similar things: i.e. NYC 
in small rural farming towns in the 
Midwest. I am actually honored that my 
modeling is apparently good enough to be 
confused with Jim Six's. 
 
Regards, 
Chuck Bergie 

Chuck, 
 
Please accept my apology for this 
mistake.  We will give you credit for the 
photo and modeling in the next 
edition.  Not sure how your photo slipped 
into that letter illustration, but we will 
correct the mistake in the next 
edition.  Looking forward to that article 
from you too. 
 

Thanks, Noel 

As Chuck points out, the photo on page 17 
was of Jim Six’s model and not Chucks. I 
apologize to both Chuck and Jim for our 
mistake. Both are excellent modelers and 
they do model small towns in the 
Midwest. – Noel 

Hi Noel,  
 
I just wanted to share some pictures under 
the new LED light fixtures I installed, plus 
I put a coat of High Gloss on the river...... 
You now have the before and after 
versions.... 
 
Roger Murphy 

Roger included some photos of his river. 
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Roger, 

Thanks for sharing.  The lighting and high 
gloss really brings out the detail in your 
river. You article highlights your 
modeling. 

Thanks, Noel 

One of our NYCSHS members, Jim 
Kindraks, just published an article in the 

August/September issue of S Scale 
Resource titled “Building a Rock Island 
Fowler Box Car.   

 
The article is found on page 21 of that 
issue.  Congratulations to Jim and we 
hope he finds time to write another one for 
us on the NYC. 
 

 

Responses to our Mystery Photo in the 
last edition: 
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Gentlemen:  
 
This is a poling car used to switch cars 
from a track parallel to the yard lead. It 
was pushed by a locomotive. A pole 
attached to the frame of the car pushed 
cars on the adjacent track into the body of 
the yard. Don’t know the year. It was 
popular among several railroads including 
the NYC and the PRR. 
 
Cordially, John Hodson,  June 29 10:35am 
Noel, 
 
I think it is a "spacer flat car" used at 
Maritime Terminals to push freight cars 
onto barges and keep the locomotive 
weight off the ramp and barge. 
 
It just dawned on me:  I neglected to 
mention the "pet name" of these spacer 
flats - "splats". 
 
Chuck Baldwin, Jun 29 1:00 pm 
 
The answer: 
In October 1912 the West Albany car shop 
built a poling car, X-2603 and in 1913 build 
another at the West Albany shop X8487. 
 
It looks like they both got it right but 
John answered first. 
 
 

Other Interesting Modeling 
News 

We watch a lot of other railroad historical 
societies for interesting things about 
modeling.  One of those is the Nickel Plate 
Road Historical & Technical Society. 
http://nkphts.org/ 
 
They have a modeling publication called 

the Modeler’s Notebook. One of our 
members of the Modelers Committee, Seth 
Lakin, notified us that they had included 
an ad for our proposed model kit for the 
LS&MS standard brick station.   

 
They suggested that since several of these 
were also found on the Nickel Plate Road 
that some of their members might be 
interested in responding to our request for 
interest. 
 
Don’t miss out on this kit.  Send us your 
interest in reserving one of these great kits 
from The N-Scale Architect.  We need to 
get around 100 preorders in order to have 
the kit produced.  We have several now, 
but still need some more.  Preorder yours 
today by sending an email expressing 
interest to mackdave@optimum.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2018 Convention & Meeting 

Cleveland, Ohio  - May 4 – May 6, 2018 
Holiday Inn Cleveland South 

6001 Rockside Road 
Independence, OH 44131 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 4, 2018 

 Registration 
 Clinic Presentations	
 Self-Guided Activities	
 Collinwood Shop open 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
 Excursion tour of Bucyrus, Marion, 

(Lunch) and Galion 
 Convention Banquet at Holiday Inn 

South 
 Guest Speaker, TBD 
 General Members Meeting 
 Collinwood Shop open following 

Meeting 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 

 Still in planning stage 
NYCSHS Website: www.NYCSHS.org to 
download registration forms.  
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 
Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and 
layouts is the best that the committee 
understands as of August 17, 2017, and may 
change due to factors beyond its control.	

Historic Sites 
 

 Grafton Tower  
 Cleveland Terminal Tower  
 NYCSHS Archives  
 Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad  
 Shaker Rapid Transit  
 Midwest Railway Preservation Soc.  
 Cleveland & Akron Canton Attractions  
 Cleveland Museum of Art  
 Western Reserve Historical Soc.  
 Great Lakes Science Center  
 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  
 Pro Football Hall of Fame  
 MAPS Air Museum  
 Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens  
 National First Ladies Library  

Hobby Stores & Layouts 
 TBD 

Hotel Rooms 
$99.00 – Single, Double, or King room, all plus 16.25% 
tax.  Cut off date for reservations is Wednesday, April 
3, 2018. Holiday Inn Cleveland South, 6001 Rockside 
Road, Independence, OH 44131. Phone 216-524-8050. 
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/indepe
ndence/clein/hoteldetail 
 

Presenters 
 

 The	LEA&W	RR	/	NYC’s	Alliance	
Division	-	Chip	Syme		

 Mattoon,	IL	&	NYC’s	Illinois	Division	
-	Craig	Sanders		

 Don	Wetzel	
 Rich	Stoving	
 Frank	Sanders	
 Mike	Connor	
 Seth	Lakin	
 Dave	Staplin	
 Manuel	Duran-Duran	
 Frank	Bongiovanni	
 Chuck	Beargie	
 Doug	Chapman	
 Kyle	Coble	
 Frank	Scheer	

 
Some of these presentations may 
change and others will be added. 
Openings are still available.  If you 
have a presentation you would like to 
give, contact Shel Lustig at 
lellaw@ex100.com or Noel Widdifield 
at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Please	Print	
	
Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	
	
Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	
	
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
City______________________________________________State/Provence_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	
	
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Attendees________________	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	
	
Banquet	Choices:	Number	of	each	selection.	(Must	add	up	to	the	number	of	registrations.)	
	
Beef___	 Chicken____																						Vegetarian_______	
	

Please	send	payment	&	registration	to:		NYCSHS	
		 																														 																																									Dave	Nethery	
	 																													 																																	P.O.	Box	130	

	 																																																																																																																		Gates	Miles,	OH	44040-0130	
	
	 	 Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	 Members’	 (Including	 family	 members)	 cost	 is	 $179.00	 each	 for	 all	 activities	
including	the	Saturday	evening	banquet.	 	Non-members	can	register	at	$179.00	plus	a	fee	
of	$39.00.		The	extra	fee	covers	membership	in	the	Society	for	one	year,	including	all	rights	
and	benefits,	along	with	one	year	of	the	Central	Headlight.	
	
Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:	Holiday	Inn,	Cleveland	South	
	 	 	 6001	Rockside	Road	
	 	 	 Independence,	OH	44131	
	 	 	 https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/independence/clein/hoteldetail 
	
Please	 call	 the	 hotel	 directly	 at	 1-888-543-9500.	 Rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	 at	 the	 rate	 of	
$99.00	single,	double,	or	king	plus	16.25%	tax.		Cut	off	date	for	a	reservation	is	Wednesday,	
April	 3,	 2018.	 	 Phone	 216-524-8050.	 You	 are	 responsible	 for	 making	 your	 own	
reservations.	They	are	not	included	in	this	registration.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
2018 Convention & Meeting 

Cleveland, OH - May 4 – May 6 2018 
Registration Form	
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Article by Ed Enyedy Photos by Ed except as noted 
My HO scale layout has two levels, with 
the upper level representing several areas 
around Cleveland and the bottom level a 
snapshot of the Hudson River valley.   I 
recently completed the decking for the 
viaduct and the two trusses of the Alfred 
H. Smith Bridge after a three-year on-
again off-again effort, allowing for trains 
to run continuously on the mainline.   

An H-9 Mikado on a long trip crosses the 
Hudson River pulling some fine hopper cars. 

For the sake of variety, I am taking a pause 
from the bridge construction and will 
build the 13 viaduct towers and three piers  

at a later date.  My focus now has moved 
to modeling Collinwood, the part of the 
layout initially viewed when entering the 
room.   While an intern at GE’s Nela Park 
during the summers of 1986 and 1987, I 
drove along East 152 street and long 
admired all of the structures at 
Collinwood.   I think the roundhouse may 
have been gone by then, but most of the 
buildings east of the road were still 
standing. 
First to be modeled was the turntable, as 
its location determined the space available 
for all other structures.  I recall during the 
2014 convention visit to the Age of Steam, 
the guide mentioned their entire facility 
began in a similar manner, by finding the 
best place to center the turntable.  My 
project started by looking at several photos 
on the convention DVD.   I was confused 
about how one photo showed a small 
structure in the middle of the turntable, 
while others did not, and finally figured 
out that the turntable had control houses 
at both ends and a small hut in the middle 
on only one side. 

View showing both control houses on the turntable (NYCSHS photo) 
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A view of the roundhouse taken from the 
top of the coaling tower showed the 
turntable without a locomotive on it and 
both control houses are clearly visibly, 
along with the middle hut. 

Even though my layout is set to 1933, I 
wanted a turntable of sufficient length to 
accommodate a Niagara or a J3 should I 
change the time period, yet not too long 

that it would encroach on the space for 
other buildings.  The 110’ Walther’s model 
proved a good starting point, long enough 
for my needs, though 10’ shorter than the 
actual Collinwood turntable.  Both the 
center structure for the power cables and 
the one control house that came with the 
Walther’s model were reasonable 
approximations of Collinwood’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-4 Mohawk on Collinwood turntable.  (NYCSHS photo) 

There were several specific details that I 
wanted to add or change to better 
represent the actual machine: a control 
house at both ends, the small hut in the 
middle, wooden railings with the diagonal 
bracing, the lights at either end and 
additional railing at the top of the center 
power structure. 

I started by removing the original deck 
and creating a new bridge track.  For the 
new bridge track, the easiest approach 
would have been to start with a piece of 
bridge flex track at least 12” long.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transferring ties from the short bridge track to 
longer rails.  
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Having many short sections left over from 
the Alfred H. Smith bridge, I slipped the 
ties off of the those pieces and transferred 
them to the new rails in sections of four 
ties at a time, leaving a gap for the long 
fifth tie to support the railings.  Lengths of 
basswood were used for the long ties.  

These parts were then glued to the bridge.  
I’ll state the obvious simply because my 
scattered brain missed it the first time – it 
is critical that the rails be centered on the 
bridge so as it rotates 180 degrees, the rails 
are still aligned.  Next came the deck 
planks, also created with strips of 
basswood.   The wood was weathered 
with Micro-Mark’s weathering agent, 
which seems equivalent to a diluted 
solution of India ink. I liked the 
appearance it provided and plan to do 
more with it in my predominately brick 
city.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	

Ties and track were glued to 
the bridge.  It is best to paint 
them first before assembly. 

	

Ed added the planks for the bridge deck using basswood.	
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Building the railings.   It was a bear to keep the wood straight.   The control house on the left is from 
Walthers with a sunshade added.  The control house on the right was built from scrap pieces.

The second control house and middle hut 
were fabricated from scrap styrene parts.  

Brass wire was used for railings on the 
platform.   My forming and soldering skills 
are a work in progress. 

I built the center tower using Plastruct 
parts and brass wire. 

All of the painting was done with craft 
acrylics.   The main bridge and power 
cable structure were air brushed and all 

other parts were painted by hand.   I used 
Liquitex Flow-Aid to thin the paint for the 
airbrush.  Lastly, I applied weathering 
chalks to the bridge, center tower and 
roofs of the control hut.  

Painting of the pit began with the rail and 
ties, a tedious process.  The walls of the pit 
were painted an off white, as it appears in 
the photos that at one time they were 
painted.   You’ll notice in the overview 
image of the roundhouse, the base of the 
building was painted white about 4 feet off 
the ground.  I’m puzzled what purpose 
this may have served, other than to put 
people to work when times were slow.  
Weathering of the turntable pit was 
created with a variety of washes.  First, a 
dark brown color was applied to break 
through the surface tension of the pristine 
plastic and provide a bonding layer.   To 
get a textured surface to the pit, a thin 
layer of grout was applied.   A couple 
more washes of black and grey paint 
applied inconsistently gave the final look. 

I am pleased with the final result.   I am 
going to hold off on building the 
roundhouse and instead go for another 
“quick hit” and build the powerhouse 
with its two towering smoke stacks.  I also 
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want to model BR tower and the 
handsome office building that sat along 
East 152nd Street. 

 

 

A NYC Hudson on the turntable.  This view shows the pit detail. 

 

This low angle photo of the turntable shows off the detailing that Ed put into the model.  He plans to 
build his roundhouse to the left of the turntable.   You can see the freight yards behind the turntable. 
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This is the photo that provided Ed the inspiration for the project.  It appears the engineer is talking with 
someone who is in the small middle hut.  (NYCSHS photo) 

 

The Rexall Train Built by the NYC 

This	 view	 of	 the	 famous	 Rexall	
Train	provides	an	excellent	view	of	
the	 locomotive	 designed	 and	 built	
by	the	NYC.	 The	 signs	 on	 buildings	
in	 the	 background	 tell	 of	 some	
companies	 that	 have	 long	 since	
passed	into	history	even	as	a	much-
diminished	 Rexall	 Drug	 Company	
continues	 on,	 providing	 many	 of	
the	 same	 offerings	 as	 displayed	 on	
this	famous	train.	
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Article by Will Boyle         Photos by Will except as noted 
New York Central`s NY4 was an 
eastbound meat and livestock train from 
Chicago IL to New York NY, which ran 
through Canada on the Canada Southern. 
This was one of the hottest trains on the 
line.  On seeing this train come through 
Montrose (Niagara Falls, Ontario) it 
always impressed me with its mix of refers 
and stock cars.  

It would generally have Alco RS 32’s and 
Alco RS 11’s as power. It would roll 
through at track speed or a little bit better.  

 

The ALCo 1800 HP RS-11 was called a DRS -
10 on the NYC. (NYCSHS Collection) 

 

Number 8022 Class DRS-12A was a 2000 HP 
model RS-32 built by ALCo in Jun 1961. 
(NYCSHS Collection) 

This was good because if you were not a 
farmer it left a lasting impression in your 
nostrils. The train would be made up so 
that the livestock cars where closer to the 
locomotives to give the rear end crew 

some breathing room. 

To model a NYC train such as NY4 
requires NYC reefers and stock cars. There 
were also cars from other roads in the 
consist. There are a number of good 
quality NYC reefers out there by a number 
of manufacturers with reporting marks 
such as MDT, NYRX, NYRB, and NYMX.  

I will focus on the stock cars for this 
article. Unfortunately there are not many 
accurate stock cars for NYC.  Westerfield 
Models is the exception. They have an 
excellent line of resin 1921 vintage NYC 
stock cars.  

There are also two excellent articles about 
modeling stock cars. The first is in the 
March 1997 Model Railroad Craftsman 
“Kitbashing NYC Double-Deck Stock 
Cars". The second is in the January 1998 
Model Railroader titled "Building a Mather 
50-foot Stock Car ". 

I have attached photos of my NY4 
modeling. 

 

Alco motive power with two DRS-12As 
leading Will’s NY4 on his layout. 
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Will’s NY4 continues showing some of his 
NYC rolling stock. 

The caboose is passing interlocking tower. 
Note the conductor has just gotten an OK 
from the tower operator.  

The next group of photos is of NYC stock 
cars. ",

  

Here is Will’s Westerfield NYC 1921 
Modernized SD stock car with DS ends.

 

A good shot of Will’s Westerfield NYC 1921 
SD with stainless steel ends and Gothic 
Lettering. 

A steel double deck fixed floor stock car.

 

Will’s steel double deck movable floor, Mather 
50-foot car with Cigar Band Logo. 
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A True Line Trains Toronto, Hamilton & 
Buffalo (H&B) 36-foot Fowler 
car (NYC owned a third of TH&B). 

I hope this will generate some interest in a 
little modeled part of New York Central. 

Will also sent us some photos of another 
of his modeling activities and we thought 
we would include them as well. (Read 
on!!) 

Will’s Snow Jet Model 
 
As I was visiting Montrose Roundhouse 
today I noticed something new! A Snow 
Jet! What a surprise and it was just out of 
the paint shop.  

 
The snow jet being pulled past the 
roundhouse. 

    
 
Years ago one of the Model Magazines 
published articles called dollar cars. These 
were cars that would cost little to build. 
My Snow Jet falls into that category. It was 
built from parts and pieces found in my 
scrap and spare parts box.  
 
I will not do a construction article on this, 
but will tell you about some of the pieces 
that I used. The base was from a caboose 
that you find in a cheap train set. The 
caboose sides, ends, roof, and copula were 
from a Water Level kit, which appeared to 
have other parts of the kit missing. The 
trucks were old Car Line from a discarded 
boxcar and Kadee # 5 couplers.  
 
The Jet covers were pieces cut from an RS3 
shell. The most interesting part that I used 
was for the cone shape that comes out of 
the housing to the direction tube. This was 
cut from a Floral Water Pick, which is used 
to keep single flowers alive when 
transporting them.  
 
The remaining parts were made from 
Styrene from Evergreen. I used wire grab 
irons and coupler cut levers and formed 
truss rods, long grab irons, and door 
handles from brass wire. The hydraulic 
hoses where fashioned from thin solder.  
 
The paint is water base Polly Scale in 
Oxide Red (add a small amount of black to 
darken), Black, Silver, and Yellow. The 
lettering is Champ caboose decals.  
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Two photos of Will’s completed Snow Jet. 

Prototype photos can be found in Morning 
Sun’s NYC Color Guide, Volume 1 for 
yellow paint, and Volume 2 for brown 
paint.  

 

The snow machine is moving along a main 
line on the NYC.  Notice the tank car 
following adding a moving refueling 
capability for the snow blower. 

 

This photo shows the NYC Snow Jet in action. 
Again, notice the tank car following along. 

I thought you might enjoy this model as 
we just begin to start thinking about the 
fun winter months ahead.  It was cheap 
and easy to build. With winter coming we 
will have lots of snow but also lots of time 
to model. Perhaps you could build one of 
these in time for snow removal this winter. 

 

Because we are doing MOW equipment, 
how about this one? 

As we were looking through the NYCSHS 
holdings of NYCS drawings we found this 
one of the CUT X-99 Derrick. 

Because Will had modeled the Snow Jet, 
we thought that perhaps one of you might 
want to model the Derrick. 
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July 1, 2017 
 
NYCSHS Members: 
 
Notice of Dues Increase 
 
In an effort to ensure that the NYCSHS continues its mission of keeping the legacy of 
the New York Central System alive, the Board of Directors must ensure a stable 
financial foundation and provide for the longevity of the Society. Over the past 18 
months, the Board has conducted a complete financial review and initiated a number of 
actions necessary to underpin this effort. One of these actions is a small, but necessary 
increase in our annual dues. 
 
The Board has approved a $5 increase in the annual membership cost, raising Regular 
annual membership from $39 to $44. This increase will be reflected in 2018 membership 
renewals and in new memberships beginning August 1, 2017.  
 
In reaching this decision, your Board recognized that the continuing increase in 
Member benefits, as well as the increase in the costs of providing member services, has 
continued to grow. Since the Society’s last dues increase eight years ago, the average 
household has experienced a cost of living increase of 13.5%, and your Society’s costs 
have grown at that rate as well.  The dues increase is a full percentage point below those 
cost of living increases. 
 
Since 2009 you’ve seen major changes in our best in class quarterly magazine Central 
Headlight. It now comes to you on time, in an expanded page format and with color 
images in each issue. Our website was a dream in 2009 and now is a reality. Collinwood 
Shop was an idea that has blossomed into an online retail service for all who share our 
common interest. Open to all on the Internet, it offers Members a significant 20% 
discount on NYC merchandise and models.   
 
Collinwood Shop has brought NYC enthusiasts books, logo clothing, movies mastered 
to DVD, models, memorabilia, art prints, engineering DVDs, valuation map DVDs, and 
shortly will deliver photo DVDs. The Society maintains a social media presence beyond 
our web page with a Facebook page and a Members only Yahoo group. Our quarterly e-
zine, NYCentral Modeler is recognized in the modeling community for both the quality 
and quantity of its articles. 
 

New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.  
Board of Directors 
P. O. Box 130 
Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 
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We are proud that we now have a Society home and proper storage for the Archives. 
This move makes the Archives more accessible for your research. A capital campaign, 
Flight of The Century, raised the money necessary to move, complete minor site 
renovations, decorate and equip our new headquarters. Dues money was not used for 
those purposes. Dues have paid for multiple storage units over the years and will 
continue to pay our monthly operating costs for the new facility.  
 
In short, we have multiplied Member benefits and created a dynamic, growing, and 
valuable benefit proposition for our Members. The NYCSHS is recognized as a leader in 
the railroad historical community. We value you as a Member and look forward to 
continuing to serve your needs in the coming years. 
 
For the NYCSHS Board of Directors 

  
David Mackay, President 
 
P.S.  Remember that all correspondence in reference to membership should be 
addressed to: 
 
NYCSHS Membership Chair 
P.O. Box 264 
Emerson, NY 07630 
NYCWestShore@gmail.com 
 

 
 

You can also renew in the Collinwood Shop at: 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

 
 

Don’t Miss Out on the 2018 NYCSHS Adventure.  
Renew or join today. 



Join the NYCSHS Today and Be a Part of the Best	
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We 
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, 
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art 
prints -- all with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $44 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 



 

New York Central System  

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2018 New Membership Application 

 
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00   

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00   

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00   

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00   

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $31.00   
    

Options:    

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00   

Sustaining Member     *   ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00   
    

TOTAL $____________   
 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. 

These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 
  

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 
  

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

  

 

Please fill in all blanks.                            
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

 

9 Digit Zip________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

 

Country if outside U.S.A. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________ 

 

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes           No  

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties, but may be used to contact you about NYCSHS 

events and information. If you do not wish the Society to contact you with this information, check this box:  
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New York Central System  

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2018 Membership Renewal Form 

 
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00   

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00   

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00   

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00   

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $31.00   

Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------- $ --0--   

Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------ $40.00   
    

Options:    

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00   

Sustaining Member     *   ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00   
    

TOTAL $____________  _ 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be       

acknowledged in Central Headlight.  Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY. 
 

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
  

 

Please fill in all blanks.                  ****            Membership #_________________ 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

 

9 Digit Zip________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

Country if outside U.S.A. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________ 

 

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes           No  

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties, but may be used to contact you about NYCSHS 

events and information. If you do not wish the Society to contact you with this information, check this box:  
 

Rev. 6.22.17 
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How to Use Sketchup to Rescale Drawings, Photographs, and Maps 

There are many times when a modeler 
needs to scale a drawing or photograph in 
order to find a measurement for a project.   
In the past, I have used a copy machine, an 
image editing program like Photoshop, or 
made measurements manually and then 
used a calculator to convert to my desired 
scale.  In this edition of the Early Car Shop, 
I will explain the easiest and fastest way to 
rescale any image using a free program 
called Sketchup. 

  
 
Sketchup is a program usually associated 
with 3D modeling, so it is understandable 
why it may not be the program that comes 
to mind for this kind of work. But, the 
advantage of using Sketchup over other 
programs is how easy it is to change scales 
without having to make calculations and 

how easy it is to accurately make 
measurements without having to use 
calipers or a magnifying glass. Sketchup 
comes in a free version, Sketchup Make 
and a pay version Sketchup Pro.  The free 
version will do everything I write about in 
this article.  Sketchup has a lot of other 
great things that it can do but in this 
article, I will only go into the “bare bones” 
basics so that you will be able to resize an 
image and make measurements from that 
image.  If you are interested in learning 
what else Sketchup can do and how to use 
it, I strongly recommend buying one of the 
available books on Sketchup.  My personal 
favorite is “Sketchup for Dummies”. 
  
Once you have downloaded Sketchup, 
open it up (FIGURE 1) and go to the line 
tool (it looks like a pencil) and draw a 
rectangle.  (FIGURE 2)   
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Figure 1 - Sketchup Opened Up 

 
Figure 2 - Drawn Rectangle 
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Click once and move the pencil to make a 
line making sure that the line stays the 
same color as the axes line you are 
drawing parallel to. When you get to 
where you want the end of the line to be 
stop and click again. Do this for the four 
lines that are needed to make the 
rectangle. The size of the rectangle doesn’t 
really matter at this point, however it will 
help to make it a lot bigger than what you 
think you will need.  The rectangle in this 
example is 82 feet long.  If you prefer or 

want to make exact measurements, select 
the line tool and click at your starting 
point, drag in the direction you want to go 
and click again to stop the line.  Before you 
do anything else, type in the measurement 
that you want (the measurement will 
appear at the lower right) and hit ENTER. 
The line will now make itself the length of 
measurement. 

Now that you have a rectangle drawn, 
double click on it with the selection tool 
(looks like a black arrow).  (FIGURE 3) 

 

Figure 3 – Rectangle Selected 

You are now ready to select a file to 
import. Before you import a file, 
remember that Sketchup is not an image 
editing software so any straightening, 
removing perspective, color correction or 
sharpening should be done in another 
program before the image is imported into 
Sketchup.  Go to FILE and select IMPORT 

and select “use image as texture” at the 
lower left of the window. (Figure 4) 

Now select the file that you want to resize.  
The bucket tool will appear along with 
your drawing.  (FIGURE 5) 
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Figure 4 – Select File 

 

Figure 5 – Add Image to Rectangle 
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Move the image to the corner of your 
rectangle, click and move away from the 
corner until one edge of your image fills 
the rectangle, and then click again.  
(FIGURE 6)  The image should now 
appear on your rectangle and repeat to fill 

the whole area.  If the image is not very 
clear try going to WINDOWS, click on 
PREFERENCES, and select OpenGl and 
select “use maximum texture size”.  
(FIGURE 7) 

  

 

Figure 6 – Stretch Image to Fill Rectangle 

 

Figure 7 – If Image is Fuzzy Try This 
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Take the line tool and draw a line to isolate 
one image.  (FIGURE 8) Click on the erase 
tool and erase the lines that don’t go 
around the single image. (FIGURE 9)  Use 

the selection tool to double click the image 
so everything is selected.  Go to FILE, 
EDIT, and select MAKE GROUP.  
(FIGURE 10) 

 

Figure 8 – Draw Lines to Isolate Image 

 

Figure 9 – Erase Lines to Leave Single Image 
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Figure 10 – Select Everything and Group 

Now select the tape measure tool. Move to 
the edge of your image and click.  A dash 
line should appear with the tape measure. 
If it doesn’t press the control button and 
the dashed line will show up. Move the 
tape and the dashed guideline to a point 
on the image to start your measurements 
and click to set the line. (FIGURE 11)  The 
thickness of dimension lines shown on the 
original drawing will vary from drawing 
to drawing, so as a rule, use the middle of 
those lines to mark the reference lines you 
are making.  Now do the same thing with 
the tape measure starting from your last 
dashed line. (FIGURE 12) 

These will be your reference points to tell 
Sketchup how big you want that space to 
be. You are now ready to scale your 
drawing. Select the tape measure tool 
again and click at one of your reference 
lines. Drag the tape measure toward the 
other reference line, but this time hit the 

control button so that the dotted reference 
line disappears. Continue to move the tape 
measure to the other reference line making 
sure that the line of the tape stays the same 
color as the axes so that you know that 
you are going parallel. (FIGURE 13) 

When you get to the other reference line 
click and before you do anything else type 
the measurement that you want between 
your two reference lines.  The 
measurement you type will be in the lower 
right.  After you have typed in your 
measurement hit ENTER.  A window will 
come up asking if you want to resize the 
model. Select YES. (FIGURE 14) 
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Figure 11 – Start Reference Line from Edge of the Image 

 

Figure 12 – Make Second Reference Line 

 



		

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2017 50	

 

Figure 13 – Use Tape Tool Between Reference Lines 

 

Figure 14 – Resize Image
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The drawing will resize and scale itself 
based on the measurement you have 
given. Now you can use your tape 

measure to make your measurements. 
(FIGURE 15) 

 

Figure 15  - Now Make Your Measurements 

In my example, I made the drawing full 
sized so I typed in five feet two inches, but 
you could have easily have added a scale 
measurement.  For instance if you want 
the drawing in HO scale, the five foot two 
inch wheel base measurement would be 
18.0833 millimeters or .711942 inches, so 
you would type in those dimensions. 

I used a drawing in this article which had 
quite a few dimensions marked however if 

you had a scale drawing of a car without 
dimensions, but you know the wheel 
diameter or the size of the door, make 
your reference lines and input the size, to 
resize the drawing.  Then it is just a matter 
of using the measuring tool to make 
measurements.  The same technique can 
be used on photographs or maps.  All you 
need to know is one measurement.  
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Article by Bob Shaw in Memory of 
Ted Brahm 

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  BBoobb

 

Dressing Up a Lionel Grain Elevator 
Making Custom Signage is Easy 

And Adds Interest to Any Scale Layout 
 

In his eighth article, Bob Shaw dresses-up 
a Lionel Grain Elevator with custom 
Purina signage, while paying tribute to his 
departed friend Ted Brahm.  Bob explains 
an easy way to add computer-generated 
custom signage that will add interest and 
character to any structure, roadside sign 
or other location on a layout of any scale.   
 
Ted Brahm was one of my best friends.  
We attended train shows, conventions and 
worked on our layouts together.  Before 
Ted passed away a few years ago, I 

purchased several of his engines. While 
running his NYC Mohawk recently, I 
recalled the fun we had “training” 
together, and thought it would be nice to 
remember him somewhere on my layout.   

The opportunity presented itself when I 
added custom signage to dress-up a Lionel 
Grain Elevator. It now sports colorful 
checkerboard Purina graphics under the 
elevator owner’s name … “Brahm Grain 
Co.”  This article discusses an easy way to 
add custom computer generated signage 
that’s simple to make, inexpensive, and 
applicable to any railroading era. 

Get Ideas from Web Searches 
  
A Lionel Grain Elevator is an imposing 
structure because of its size.  While the kit 
is molded in several colors, it looked too 
plain and needed colorful signage to 
spruce it up.  The first step was to conduct 
a grain elevator web search, which 
revealed photos of iconic red, white and 
blue Purina® checkerboard graphics on 
elevators just like mine.  Thinking this is 
the perfect solution; I began an 
unsuccessful web search for O-scale 
decals, prompting the decision to use 
PowerPoint to create custom signage that 
would be printed on sticker project paper.     

Design Computer-Generated Graphics   

After finding images of Purina grain 
elevator signage on-line, I studied them to 
find various graphic elements that were 
put together to create the sign.  For 
example, one key element of a Purina sign 
is the checkerboard logo (Seen in the 
photo on next page).   
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The checkerboard Purina logo is an easily 
recognized symbol found on many signs 
throughout the mid-west. 

It’s duplicated many times to form a 
border around another key element - a 
dark blue sign area with white Purina 
lettering.  

The Purina Brand and Checkerboard logo are 
registered trademarks of Nestle Purina. 

Complementary signs, such as the 
business name, use the same dark blue 
background with white lettering, but 
without the checkerboard graphic. The 
result is eye-catching red, white and blue 
graphics that can be instantly recognized 
as the Purina brand.   

Determine Sign Location and Size  

The next decision in the process is to 
decide where to place each sign, and the 
area it would fill, which determined the 
overall dimensions of each sign.  For 
example, on my grain elevator, I wanted to 
surround the tower with a checkerboard 
sign on each side with white Purina 

Chows and Health Aids lettering in the 
blue area to replicate signage in the on-line 
photo of an actual grain elevator. 

 

Purina signs were placed on all four sides of 
the grain elevator to replicate the pattern 
found on actual elevators. To make each sign 
conform to the individual boards, Bob lightly 
rubbed-down each sign with his fingernail 
wrapped in a cloth. 

Also, I wanted to recreate the dark 
blue/white letter business name signs in 
the on-line photo that were positioned 
over the checker-board signs on all four 
sides. I named this business “Brahm Grain 
Co.” in memory of my good friend Ted.  
They bring back fond memories, and a 
smile, when I see them during operating 
sessions.  
 
 
Create Computer-Generated Custom 
Signs 
 
While some readers have used PowerPoint 
to make business presentations, this 
section is written to acquaint non-users 
with the overall process employed to 
create my custom signs, versus a 
comprehensive overview that’s best 
learned by studying a PowerPoint tutorial.     
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It’s amazing the amount of excellent 
information that can be accessed on-line.  
For example, I found the original Purina 
logo on their website, website, along with 
versions of the dark blue/white signs, 
which are the key elements of a Purina 
Sign (Figure 1).  These elements were 
combined to create a sign using seven 
steps shown in Figure 2.   

 

Figure 1. Bob created this Power Point slide 
using these basic images he found on the 
Internet. 

 

Figure 2 - Bob "built" a Purina sign by 
combining these graphic elements following 
the steps outlined below.   
 

Each building step is indicated as Figure 2-
1, Figure 2-2 and so forth.  The first step 
was to copy and paste the Purina logo 
onto a blank PowerPoint slide (Figure 2-1).  
Next, this single large logo was resized 
(Figure 2-2) until it was small enough to 
be reproduced eight times in a row, and 
grouped, to form the top and bottom of 
the “checker board” frame (Figure 2-3).  I 
created the two sides of checkerboard 
border by duplicating the resized logo and 
stacking it on top of another duplicated 
logo (Figure 2-4).   

 
With the border completed, the blue word 
rectangle was created using the 
PowerPoint “Shapes” feature.  The blue 
color was matched as closely as possible to 
the color in the grain elevator photo using 
PowerPoint’s custom color-fill feature 
(Figure 2-5).  White Purina sign lettering in 
the photo was recreated by running 
through the PowerPoint fonts until a close 
match was found (Figure 2-6).  Then the 
white words were created, copied, and 
pasted over the blue rectangle and 
grouped.  The final step was to merge all 
of the sign elements, and add a thin black 
borderline, before grouping the elements 
together into a final graphic (Figure 2-7).  
The best feature is that the final sign 
graphic can be resized so the dimensions 
fit almost any area on my grain elevator.   
 
Produce and Apply the Finished Signs 

After creating and sizing four 
checkerboard, and four blue owner signs, I 
printed them on Avery® Sticker Project 
Paper for ink jet printers.  The printer was 
set to achieve the highest quality and the 
results were excellent!  While the colors 
were not as sharp as the ones on my 
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computer monitor, the subdued effect 
made the signs look slightly weathered.   

 

 

The completed signs were printed on Avery® 
Sticker Project Paper for ink jet printers.  The 
subdued colors made the signs look slightly 
weathered, to improve the overall look. 

After cutting-out each sign with a scissors, 
I removed the crack-and-peel backing and 
stuck them to the grain elevator.  To make 
each sign conform to the individual boards 
(Image above), I lightly rubbed-down 
each sign with my fingernail wrapped in a 

cloth, which produced a very realistic 
appearance.     

 

Have Fun Making Your Own Custom 
Signs 

The opportunities to create custom signs 
are only limited by your imagination.  I 
hope you will use ideas in this article to 
add interest and character to your 
structures, roadside billboards and other 
places on your layout.       

The Purina Brand and Checker Board Logo are 
Registered Trademarks of Nestle Purina. Avery is a 
Registered Trademark of Avery Dennison Corporation. 

 

 
 

 

 

Be sure to check out the information on 
our NYCSHS website regularly and watch 
for the latest NYCS photo on the NYCSHS 
Facebook page. 

To get quick answers to your questions, 
register and log on to the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group. 

Be sure that you open the NYCSHS 
MailChimp emails we send to you. They 
have the latest information. 

And now you can look for NYCS photos 
posted by us and NYCSHS members on 
Instagram. See page 11 for details. 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – OW Signal Tower.  Perspective View – 
Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
This article is the third in a series 
presenting the Signal Stations used by the 
NYC 1.  The main purpose of a Signal 
Station is to house the interlocking 
mechanism used to ensure that train 
movements are conducted in an organized 
and controlled fashion, providing safety, 
correct routing and adherence to 
timetables.  For more information please 
refer to From the Engineering Department, 
2nd Qtr. – 2014, NYC & HRRR, Electric 
Zone Standard, CR Signal Tower. 
 
Prototype: OW Tower 
OW Tower was located on the Electric 
Division, south Tarrytown.  It controlled 
the four-track mainline in the Tarrytown 
area as well as the sidings that used to 
serve the General Motors Plant on North 

Tarrytown.  The Harmon traveling 
switchers would bring boxcars full of 
vehicle components down from the Croton 
West Yard.  OW also controlled a remote 
crossover further north at Philipse Manor2. 
 

 
NYC – OW Tower, Tarrytown, NY.  Great 
view showing the location of the tower in 
relation to the battery house and the signal 
and switch wire carrier metal poles.  (Image 
by John Springer). 

 
NYC – Valuation Map.  Diagram insert 
showing location of OW Tower south of 
Tarrytown.  The Battery House is to the south 
of OW Tower. (NYCSHS) 
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South view from the front of OW Tower.  A 
NYC 4700 MU car is approaching from the 
south.  OW Tower was in the shadow of the 
Tappan Zee Bridge visible in the background.  
(Image by John Springer, 1965). 
 
Design and Construction 
OW Tower, as well as HS Tower, follows 
the same design as CR and PF Towers but 
with a mirror image layout, as the 
entrance/stair faces south.  It shows the 
same architectural vocabulary as other 
buildings in the Electric Division 
providing design uniformity.  To avoid 
repetition of the design and construction 
technical description, please refer to the 
CR Signal Tower article (2nd Qtr. 2014)  
 

 
NYC – OW Tower and Battery House.  3D 
view showing the signal and switch wire 
carrier metal poles and the power 
transmission poles in the foreground.   (MDD) 

 
General Notes and Observations 
OW Tower is one of the last remaining 
NYC towers, but unfortunately, it is 
scheduled for demolition by Metro North 
Railroad. 
 

 
Recent aerial view of OW Tower and Battery 
House. (Bing Maps) 
 
This drawing article was developed in 
collaboration with Larry Faulkner. The 
Harmon Files, His construction article, 
“The Harmon Files”, follows after the 
drawing pages. 
 
 Additional Reference Material: 
John Armstrong, All About Signals. 
Kalmback Books. 
Peter Josserand, Rights of Trains. Simmons-
Boardman Publishing Co.  
																																																								
1	See	From	the	Engineering	Department,	2nd	Qtr.	–	
2014,	NYC	&	HRRR,	Electric	Zone	Standard,	CR	Signal	
Tower	and	From	the	Engineering	Department,	2nd	
Qtr.	–	2016,	NYC	&	HRRR,	Signal	Station	SS-37.	
2	Data	compiled	from	NYC	Signal	Dept.	Charts.	

www.instagram.com/nyc.engineering.department/	
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NYC – Signal Tower – Construction Sequence1 
Prototype: OW Tower, Tarrytown 

PAGE 
1 OF 2 

1 

 

2 

 

Concrete Foundation & Floor Brick Walls 

3 

 

4 

 

1st Floor Door & Windows Headers Bay Window & Floor Concrete Beams 

5 

 

6 

 

Concrete Floor Continuation of Brick Walls  

7 

 

8 

 

2nd Floor Door & Windows Headers Bay Window Walls 

 

																																																								
1	This	construction	sequence	is	presented	to	illustrate	the	different	building	components	and	how	they	interact	
with	each	other.		In	reality,	several	of	these	assembly	tasks	could	have	been	conducted	simultaneously.	
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NYC – Signal Tower – Construction Sequence 
Prototype: OW Tower, Tarrytown	

PAGE 
2 OF 2	

9	

	

10	

	

Continuation	of	Brick	Walls1	 Concrete	Cornice	

11	

	

12	

	

Concrete	Roof	 Parapet	Wall	

13	

	

14	

	

Concrete	Caps	 Chimney	

15	

	

16	

	

Doors	&	Windows	 Steel	Stair	&	Roof	Ladder	

	

																																																								
1	For	clarity,	the	diagram	only	shows	the	exterior	brick	skin.		Normally,	in	a	small	two	story	building	like	this	one,	a	
load	bearing	brick	masonry	wall	thickness	is	composed	of	three	(3)	or	more	bricks	rows	(wythes)	laid	parallel	to	
each	other	using	an	interlocking	pattern.		A	brick	wall	three	bricks	wide	is	composed	of	three	wythes.	
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MODELING 
NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 

OW TOWER 
Model photos by the author 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
Finished model with battery house on 
diorama. 
 
Greetings and welcome back to another 
installment of "THE HARMON FILES”. 
This Quarter, Manuel Duran-Duran and I 
team up to build OW Tower model and its 
battery house. (See Manuel’s excellent 
previous article for more prototype 
information). 
 
This project started out as a request from a 
dear friend John Springer, a retired Penn 
Central freight and Amtrak engineer 
whose father Jack Springer was a NYC 
Towerman on the Electric Division.  One 
of the towers that John’s father frequently 
worked in was “OW Tower” just south of 
Tarrytown, NY.  
 
John had asked if we could build a model 
of OW Tower for him.  OW Tower was a 
mirror image of CR and PF Towers that 
we already did in past articles.  OW and 

HS Tower in Hastings-on-Hudson were 
the same with the stairway on opposite 
end walls from CR and PF towers.  
 
If we did a 3D printed master for these 
two different style towers, we could do 
both variations and model four different 
towers along the Electric Division. 
 

 
OW Tower looking north circa 1965, (photo by 
John Springer).  
 
Manuel did the two variations of the 
drawings.  Once we had the 3D printed 
masters, Manuel proceeded to make RTV 
mold boxes to cast these towers in three 
different sections for ease of construction 
and interior detailing.  These consisted of 
the first floor, second floor, and the roof. 
 
All of the doors and windows were 
created in CAD software and the parts 
were laser cut from resin board and built 
up in multiple layers.  This allowed for a 
clean color separation for the two-tone 
doors. 
 
Let’s take a quick look at the process for 
building this resin casting and laser cut 
parts into an exact replica of OW Tower on 
the Electric Division. 
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Photos 1 & 2 Raw resin model with 3 separate castings. 

  
 

Photos 3 & 4 Brick color primer paint applied. 

  
 

Photos 5 & 6 Concrete & mortar color applied and matched to prototype photos. 
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Photos 7 & 8 All brick mortar and concrete painted to match prototype. 

  
 

Photos 9 & 10 Window and doors parts laid out with some finished. 

  
 

Photos 11 & 12 Finished Battery House with 3D Printed interior Battery Rack. 
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Photos 13 & 14 OW Tower Prototype Board and the Model Board (roof mounted). 

  
 

Photos 15 & 16 Model interior details. 

  
 

Photos 17 & 18 Model interior details and Finished diorama. 
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Final Notes 
 
This was a nice project to work on.  All of 
the parts fit like a glove.  Manuel also had 
the stairway 3D printed and had to have 
extra stiffeners printed on due to the 
fragile nature of the thin cross section of 
the railings.  These can be cut off prior to 
painting. 
 
We also came across a dilemma 
concerning the Signal and Switch Wire 
Carriers.  After studying prototype photos, 
we noticed that most towers had a 
prefabricated concrete post with wire 
hooks to carry the bundled wires to the 
switches and signals within the 
interlocking plant.  OW Tower had these 
fancy steel posts with a cast base and nice 
finial on the top.  After pondering this for 
a while, Manuel said it would be easy to 
just 3D print them too!  So that’s what we 
did.  These were painted an aluminum 
color like the prototype.  
 
I mounted the model diorama onto a piece 
of 2 inch pink foam board and mounted 
the track work on cork road bed except for 
the siding nearest the tower.  A wooden 
trim board was glued and stained around 
the edges to give the diorama a nice 
finished display look. I made the brass 
name tag to top it all off.  
 
I barely had time to box it up in bubble 
wrap and mail it off for the 2017 NYCSHS 
Convention this past May in Marlborough, 
MA.  Manuel and I used it for part of our 
joint presentation before calling John 
Springer up and presenting it to him, 
which was very heartfelt moment for all in 
the room. 
 

 
OW Tower Diorama being presented to John 
Springer at the end of our clinic during the 
NYCSHS 2017 Convention, in Marlborough, 
MA.  (Photo by Allen Gruber). 
 
This article wasn’t meant to be a step-by-
step construction article; just a quick photo 
essay on how easy this was to build.  We 
had some extra Battery House castings left 
over and they sold out in the Collinwood 
Shops already!  
 

 
 

https://www.instagram.com/the.harmon.files/ 
As a way to keep up with what we’re 
doing on projects, we are now on 
Instagram!  You can now follow along for 
in-progress photos and captions of our 
latest projects on the social media. 
 
Now you don’t have to wait for the next 
NYCentral Modeler to come out to follow 
along.  Just sign up to our pages and 
follow along. 
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Unique 3-Dimensional NYCS Plaques 

     
NYC E-8s in Lightning Stripe and Green Cigar Band Livery 

    

NYC E-8s in Grey Cigar Band and NYC Mohawk 
E-8s are $245.00 MSRP and $208.25 for NYCSHS Members 

Mohawks are $255.00 MSRP and $216.75 for NYCSHS Members 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

These beautiful locomotives have never been offered by the NYCSHS and we just recently 
concluded an agreement with Stoddart’s LTD. Company to craft some of these to decorate 
the walls of the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  When we saw them we immediately began 
working with Stoddart’s to set up a dealer agreement so all of you members would have the 
opportunity to add these to your collections. These are exquisite works of art and come in 
accurate color schemes.  They are lighted and measure 28” X 24”. 

They are available for order now and take about 28 days to ship as each is made to order for 
us at Stoddart’s.  Each is hand crafted in wood, painted, and shipped in damage proof 
containers directly from Stoddart’s in Georgia.    

http://www.nycshs.net/Stoddarts-LTD-Company_c_153.html		
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Unique NYCL & NYCS Logo Plaques 

 

NYC Lines, NYC System, Cigar Band, and Experimental NYC Logo 

    

Big Four, B & A, P&LE, and MCRR 

    

NYCSHS, 20th Century Limited, & Empire State Express 

All plaques are $75.00 MSRP and $63.75 for NYCSHS Members 
Except MCRR, 20th Century Limited, Empire State Express, and NYCSHS, which are 

$80.00 MSRP and $68.00 for NYCSHS Members. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
These beautiful logos have never been offered by the NYCSHS and we just recently added 
some of these to decorate the walls of the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  We concluded an 
agreement with Stoddart’s so all of you members could add these to your collections. These 
are exquisite works of art and come in accurate color schemes.  They measure approximately 
17” X 23”.  Some are slightly larger and some slightly smaller. 

They are available for order now and take about 28 days to ship as each is made to order for 
us at Stoddart’s.  Each is hand crafted in wood, painted, and shipped in damage proof 
containers directly from Stoddart’s in Georgia.    

http://www.nycshs.net/Stoddarts-LTD-Company_c_153.html  
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Article by Pete LaGuardia          Photos by Pete 
In our 1st Qtr. 2017 edition of this 
magazine, we showed some photos of 
Pete’s marine models that he had 
purchased from the Collinwood Shop.  We 
also expressed our hope that he would 
explain to us what he was doing with 
these boats on his railroad set in western 
Illinois. Read on to see how paint we sell 
in the Collinwood Shop transported these 
boats from the Hudson River to Port 
Thompson on the Mississippi River 
aboard the NYC Western Illinois Division. 

 

For years one of the items on my bucket 
list was to build a Railroad Tug and 
Covered Barge in the NYC Olive Livery 
Paint Scheme.  With the help of Noel 
Widdifield and New York Central System 
Historical Society, I realized my goal.  The 
Society now has the Acrylic paint available 
both in the Olive Green and Burgundy. 
These paints match the olive liberty paint 
scheme perfectly. 

          

Pete purchased these paints in the NYCSHS 
Collinwood Shop.  They are acrylics and come 
in a variety of colors.  These are NYC-Olive 
Green (left) and NYC- Burgundy (right). Both 
are exact matches for those paints used on the 
NYC Marine Division equipment. 

The quality of the paint is so good, I used a 
paintbrush to paint the tug and barge in 
lieu of an airbrush.  The outcome was 
fantastic. 

The Society also sells the American Model 
Builders Railroad Barge and the Walters 
Tug to its membership at a discount.  
American Model also sells a NYC Barge 
Decal Set.  

 

Pete has done a great job of finishing the 
marine models. This is the Walthers’ tugboat 
available in the Collinwood Shop. 

 

This American Model Builders barge kit model 
is tied-up alongside the dock at Port 
Thompson on Pete’s layout. 
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Another view of the AMB barge shows Pete’s 
detailing of the water in the Mississippi River. 

 

NYC Tug #13 is being prepared to leave the 
pier to move some of the barges that have been 
loaded at the Port Thompson dock.  In the 
background is another of Pete’ marine models 
tied-up alongside the dock. 

Both of these boats are located right now 
on my layout in Port Thompson on the 
Mississippi.  I know you’re probably 
saying why there? My layout name is the 
NYC Western Illinois Division and the 
story is NYC purchased part of the 
Wabash to alleviate some of the congestion 
in Chicago. When I was a young kid in the 
Bronx, I had Lionel trains and love the 
paint scheme of my UP and Santa Fe.  
However, being a New Yorker I could 
never forget my roots.  So I could not have 

a layout without the NYC being part of it.  
So my story is the NYC re-routed the SF, 
UP and NYC to Moberly, MO doing peak 
times. That’s my story and I’m sticking to 
it. 

I also have a Railroad Barge in that area, 
which is part of my operations scheme.   I 
will have a second article for publication 
in the NYCentral Modeler soon, which will 
explain in more detail my operations, 
using TT&TO at Port Thompson. 

Pete’s NYC tugboat is moving one of the long 
barges up to the loading area so that the local 
switcher can unload the strings of hoppers 
fully loaded with coal. 

I hope you enjoy the next few photos that 
provide a good overview of the entire 
dock area at Port Thompson.  They give 
you a very good view of the river, marine 
activity, boat models and the string of 
warehouses located along the river. 

I have not completed all of the scenery 
along the river area, but the part that is 
finished provides a good idea of what this 
area will look like when I finish with the 
scenery.  

The marine modeling has been a fun 
addition to my NYC Western Illinois 
Division. 
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A view looking up towards the barge loading area allows you to see how Pete has designed his 
marine area to look good, while having it only add a small area to his existing layout. 

 

This shot provides a much better view of one of Pete’s long barges fully loaded with strings of 
hoppers.  
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Pete has done a great job adding marine activity added to his existing layout.  You can also see some 
of the material that Pete uses for operations on the layout.  Note the far end of the photo shows 
some of the unfinished area that Pete has yet to complete.  Hopefully, we will hear more about that 
area in his next article for us. 

For more information about Pete’s NYC 
Western Illinois Division, check out his 
website at:  

https://petelaguardia.wixsite.com/mysite 

 

 

NYCS Tugboats 

 
NYC No. 34 – Central Headlight 4th Qtr. 1981 

Read the article at: https://nycshs.org/nycs-
research-information/ 
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Article by Roger Murphy                          Photos by Roger
Hello and once again welcome to my 
version of the Weehawken waterfront. I 
have been quite busy in adding details as 
the title implies, but first I want to share 
some mistakes and how I compensated or 
corrected them. After the River was 
painted and finished, I turned my 
attention to the various structures that I 
needed to place on the river. These 
included three Walthers piers; two with 
traveling crane, and two car float aprons. 
The total space for all of them was over 16 
feet in length so I tried to place the piers 
evenly. The car floats had their own 
waterfront area of approximately three 
feet in length. The height of the completed 
piers was 1 ¼” off the surface of the river, 
so I made the shoreline from ¾” plywood 
and ½“ strip molding to match the deck of 
the pier. Little did I know that was my first 
mistake.  

In constructing the piers, you can choose 
to have them completely flat, or single-
tracks, or double-track access.   

You can see the single-track configuration of 
the gantry crane pier in this photo. 

The kits provide enough material for 
almost any configuration you choose. I 

chose one of each style and also a 
doublewide configuration giving an 11”x 
24” footprint for each.  

The double-track configuration of the gantry 
crane pier can be seen in this photo. 

The tracks are code 83-rail and are 
threaded through plastic guides and glued 
in place. So, maybe I missed it in the 
assembly instructions or it was never 
there, I threaded the rails as required, 
glued them in with crazy glue for a very 
strong bond. I also cut the rails to the 
length of the pier decking. Remember my 
name is Murphy and his law just got me 
without me knowing it. Second mistake!! 

I was feeling very good about myself not 
knowing what else lurked in the depths of 
the river. So then I turned to the seawall. 
You may remember from my previous 
articles, I have over sixteen feet of seawall 
to cover the edge of the plywood 
shoreline. Trying to remember 
Weehawken when I accompanied my 
farther to the freight house there, and 
looking at various pictures, my model 
pilings and rock riprap needed to give the 
look that I remembered. So what could go 
wrong? Surely some manufacturer had the 
solution to my problem.  
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Searching diligently on the Internet, I 
found that Frenchmen River Model Works 
had piling and rock seawall. So I placed 
the order for a combination piling and 
rock seawall. Great!!! They were 5” long 
and just over 1” high. I must have missed 
that detail.  Remember that the height of 
my shoreline is 1 ¼”…. So now what 
happens?  I found problem number 3. 

So the package arrived and the items were 
amazing. They just needed to be painted. I 
painted some and placed them in position. 
Ooops!!! They were too short. They were 
well below the height of the shoreline.  

I had to raise them somehow. Off I went to 
my local hobby shop and scoured the 
aisles for anything to help. Luckily for me 
the owner carried a large supply of 
Plastruct parts.  

I found a ¼” channel that allowed me to 
glue the pilings and rock wall sections on 
top of it to get the correct height. So now, 
how would I hide the flat channel on the 
bottom of the seawall? I employed a little 
artistic license by covering the channel 
with crushed stone and then painted it to 
match the rock wall.  

Gluing crushed stone to the bottom of the 
seawall provided the additional height 
required. 

Roger painted the stone covering the bottom 
of the seawall. It looks pretty realistic. 

So now let’s get back to those prior issues, 
I now have the piers and seawall in place, 
time to lay some track!! Remember that the 
shoreline was matched to the height of the 
pier decking, so the track leads were now 
too high to match the rails by the thickness 
of the track itself or 3/16”. It would be too 
much to ask a freight car to jump that gap. 
The only thing to do was to sand the 
plywood shoreline following the outline of 
the track to a gradual decline to meet the 
rails embedded in the deck of the piers 

Roger matched the rail heights of the pier and 
lead-in track to accept a rail joiner. 

Out came the Dremel tool, using a multi-
flap sanding wheel, I sanded through the 
plywood layers to achieve the correct 
height match. I was very proud of myself 
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and started to re-lay the track and wanted 
to have electrically operating piers for the 
locomotives. Problem #2 came and 
smacked me between the eyes. I cut the 
rails to length so no rail joiner will fit onto 
the piers. Yuuup !!! The devil is in the 
details and it bit me again. So out came the 
Dremel tool once again and using a router 
spur bit, I drilled away under the rails into 
the edge of the plastic pier allowing a rail 
joiner to fit. It was a very, very tedious and 
trial and error process to finally get the 
joiner to fit. As you can see from the 
pictures it turned out well. 

From there I went on to finish the seawall 
structure. First I glued the various pieces 
of seawall (rock or piling) to the Plastruct 
channel. I painted and weathered the 
sections and glued them in place between 
the various piers. I covered the channel 
with glue and generously applied 
screened crushed rock to the bottom of 
each channel. I allowed the crushed rock 
to setup for about five minutes. After that, 
using a soft brush, I removed any loose 
debris. Finally, I painted and weathered 
the crushed rock to match the other 
sections.  

 

You can see the painted bottom of the seawall 
painted BN green for the moss and seaweed 
effect.	

I also highlighted the bottom of the 
various sections with some Polly Scale 
Burlington Northern green, to represent 
moss and seaweed caused by the tidal 
flow of New York Harbor. 

As I turned to the shoreline where it met 
the new seawall, it was apparent that I 
needed some sort of boardwalk/planking 
for the dockworkers to walk on. I was able 
to make suitable sidewalk using coffee 
stirrers and thin strips of wood. I cut the 
coffee stirrers to various lengths, and then 
glued them on to a 1/8” X 1” wood strip. 

Roger cut coffee stirrers to various lengths for 
the boardwalk. 

 

Here is the finished boardwalk ready for 
painting. 
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When this dried, a light sanding was 
performed before painting and weathering 
as necessary. I top nailed these into place 
with brads and then painted over the 
exposed heads of the nails. Lastly, I added 
boat cleats, coils of rope, and storage sheds 
painted red for fire equipment storage. 

 

The finished seawall with the addition of boat 
cleats and fire sheds. 

Additional pilings competed the 
waterfront scene. These were purchased 
and come bundled in groups of three. I 
used them to protect the end of the piers, 
grouped together to guide the car floats 
and other barges into the proper mooring 

area. They come in tall and short versions 
depending on their application. Again, I 
painted and weathered them to match 
your other structures. 

Roger added pilings to guide the barges and 
car floats into the slips. He will add more 
pilings later. 

I am still working on two issues. First, the 
track lead to the car float apron, the other 
is a suitable scale mooring rope for all the 
marine vessels. The car float apron calls 
for a Walthers #4 wye switch cut to a 
shorter length than specified to match the 
angle of the plastic rails. I had Atlas 
switches, not Walthers, and had to cut and 
re-cut them shorter than specified to get 
close to being useable for rail car 
operation. 

You can see the alignment issue with the car 
float and the wye track in this photo. Roger 
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The mooring lines are a major issue as you 
can tell from the photos as they make or 
break the entire scene. I am still looking 
for a suitable product for them. 

 

Roger is still searching for an acceptable 
mooring line source. He tried six variations so 
far. Walthers Tugboat and car float kits are 
shown. 

Everything that you see in the photos can 
be purchased from the following vendors: 
Frenchmen River Model works, NYCHS, 
Seaport Model Works, Sylvan Model 
Works and Walthers. My latest addition to 
my model was sound. My daughter gave 
me a baby’s sleep helper. It plays the 
sounds of the ocean waves, seagulls, and 
buoy chiming. Pretty cool. Please enjoy the 
additional views in the picture gallery. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You can see the open air terminal being serviced by the yard switcher. It is good shot of the river and 
barnacles on the pilings. Roger has done a lot of work on his layout and it really shows in this 
photo. 
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A close-up view of Roger’s tugboat with a car float in tow. He scratch built the tugboat. His 
Walther's car float is loaded with NYCS rolling stock. 

 

  

A fuel oil barge (scratch built) and receiving terminal WIP. (Left)  A view of the car float area with 
Walther's car float apron kits. (Right) 
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Another view of the re-configured Walther's open air terminal, the pier, and a scratch built lighter.  

 

Here is the gantry crane pier, scow, and better mooring lines. Note the boardwalk, boat cleats, fire 
sheds, and the extra-coiled mooring lines.  
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Bruce Ryan’s “West Side Freight Line” 

  
RS-3 8350 has just left 30th Street Yard and navigates a sweeping curve to the south toward the High 
Line. Bruce’s article is scheduled for the 1st Qtr 2018 edition. 
 

Mark Sklar’s Four-Track Main with Track Pans 

 
Mark has been working on his layout since 2002 and he is making progress.  This is the section of the 
layout where he is adding track pans.  We hope to see more of his work soon. 
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Dan Howard Tells Us About Operations on His Taconic Division 
 

 
We see Dan’s switcher shifting cars at Potter Bros. & Company and will hear about how he does 
operations in the Jan. 1, 2018 edition. 
 

 
Ed Enyedy’s Next Article Is About His Collinwood Powerhouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ed’s	powerhouse	 is	 a	
very	 large	 model	 as	
can	 be	 seen	 in	 this	
photo.	 	 We	 will	 be	
learning	 all	 about	
how	he	built	 this	one	
in	 an	 upcoming	
edition	 in	 2018.		
Watch	for	it!!	

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text



	

NYCentral Modeler  4thQuarter 2017 86	

Tom Long Models a B&A RPO in N-Scale 

 
We met Tom at the 2017 NYCSHS Convention and he suggested that we needed to do more B&A 
modeling in N-scale articles.  At our suggestion Tom has begun a series of them that leads off with 
this one a B&A RPO.  Watch for his articles beginning with the 2nd Qrt. 2018 NYCentral Modeler. 
  

How Dick Craig’s O-Guage Layout Became Ray Tomstadt’s 

 
Dick’s fine O-gauge layout, pictured above, was transformed into a slightly different layout by Ray 
Tostadt.  Watch for this interesting article in a future 2018 edition. 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be and where it was found. Send your answers 
to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

 
 
 

 
We are taking 2018 memberships now!!! 

Don’t miss out on all of the fun and knowledge available with memberships 
in the NYCSHS. 

Modelers, Fans, Researchers, Former Employees. 
You find them all. 

Click here to join or renew for another year!!  http://www.nycshs.net 
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Some more of the wonderful ads from the 1950s 
We found some vintage advertisements for the New York Central and wanted to share them.    

                       
All of these ads tell us of the strength of the NYCS during this time period.  Passenger trains ads .... a 
huge portion of the NYC’s advertisng budget.  It was all in vain. 
 

   
The 20th Century Limited in 1929 and a Dynamometer in 1945 added interest to kids wanting to 
know anything about the railroads and the NYC in particular. Great ads for their time.    
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                     

These ads appeared to celebrate a record for the Empire State Experss and to offer an office aboard 
the 20th Century Limited.  It was not unusual to find these ads in most of the leading magazines of 
the day. 

                         

The ad on the left adverises the large number of new trains the NYCS was acquiring following 
WWII. The one on the right extols the smooth ride on the Water Level Route of the NYCS. 
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The upcoming 2018 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH. The poster pictured remindes 
us that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention.  This one promises to 
provide exciting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts.  The 2017 
convention was a huge success and this upcoming one promises to provide lots of excitement too. 

For Details Go To: 

https://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/ 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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NYC Coalboxes 
(Five	HO-Scale	Coalbox	Set	-	Ready	for	Painting)	

 
The purpose of the NYC coalbox was to have a stock of coal available for use in small 
structures and facilities that lacked a dedicated coal storage area.  Shanties and small stations 
would get their heating coal from nearby coalboxes.  Every time there was a need for coal, 
someone would walk over with a bucket or two and carry it back to their work area to stoke 
their stoves. 
 
A MOW train periodically resupplied the coalboxes.  A hopper or a gondola loaded with 
coal would stop next to the box and the coal would be shoveled or chuted directly into the 
bins through the open roof hatch. 

 
Standard	Coalbox	Resin	Kit	Includes:	

 2	One-Bin	Coalbox 
 1	Three-Bin	Coalbox 
 1	Two-Bin	Coalbox	-	Closed	Hatch 
 1	Two-Bin	Coalbox	-	Open	Hatch	

 
All	Solid	Castings	and	Ready	to	Paint	
	
Non-members price is $28.00. NYCSHS Members’ Price $24.95  
	
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html 
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NYCS Books 

Along	The	Old	West	Shore	

 
This is the only book ever published about the entirety of the New York Central's West Shore 
Railroad, a 450 mile line that ran along the western banks of the Hudson River and west along the 
Erie Canal to Buffalo on Lake Erie.  The book covers over 100 stations and the West Shore's branch 
line to Earlville with hundreds of steam locomotive action shots and dozens of color diesel era 
images. 
 
Readers will discover that the West Shore was NOT a branch line.  It was a well engineered, double 
track, signaled main line railroad!  NYC used the route to move freight unimpeded from Buffalo to 
the Albany area, and then down the Hudson's 'West Shore' to Jersey's ports and the New York 
region's manufacturers.  While the four track main line hosted premier passenger trains, this route 
labored unpretentiously in the shadows.  Now, John Ham shines deserved light upon a route 
dripping with history, and still a vital CSX link. 
 
We cannot understate the quality or value of this 312-page book.   Six hundred photos; a color 
section; heavy-duty hard covers; high grade glossy paper; Smythe sewn and bound.  In all 
seriousness, this book will not be around forever.  When we run out, the opportunity is gone.   
 

Non-members’ price  $59.95.  NYCSHS members’ price $47.96. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/Stony-Clove-Catskill-Mountain-Press_c_92.html 
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Rapido NYC Budd RDC (DCC Sound) 

 

Rapido Second Release  
NYC	Budd	RDC	(Phase	1b)	(DC)	

Road	Numbers	RDC-1	M453,	M455,	M460,	RDC-2	M480,	RDC-3	M-497(ex-Jet	Powered),	M-498,	M-
499	

Non-members price is $325. NYCSHS Members Price $260.00 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
 

This is a Deposit Model and Requires a $50.00 deposit. 
 

 Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

Shipping will not be charged on deposit, but will be added when you make the final 

payment. 
http://www.nycshs.net/Rapido-HO-Scale_c_119.html  
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Bluford	Shops	N-Scale	NYC	8-Panel	2-Bay	Hopper	

 

Comes as singles, pairs and three-packs 

This group of New York Central 8-panel hoppers was the result of a rebuilding project. A large group 
of hoppers built by NYC in 1940 was sent to Greenville Car in 1953 and emerged as 8-panel hoppers 
in this striking brown and black paint scheme. 

 

These ready-to-run cars feature: die cast slope sheet-hopper bay-center sill assembly; injection molded 
plastic sides, ends, and hopper doors; fully molded brake tank, valve and air lines; body mounted 
brake hose detail; load; body mounted magnetically operating knuckle couplers; close coupling; and 
Fox Valley Models metal wheels.  NYC Brown with black underframe. 

 
Delivery Scheduled for 4th Qtr. 2017. 

 
 

Singles MSRP $24.95 each. NYCSHS members’ price $19.96. 
2-Pack MSRP $49.90 each. NYCSHS members’ price $39.92. 
3-Pack MSRP $74.85 each. NYCSHS members’ price $59.88. 

 
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 
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Bluford	Shops	N-Scale	NYC	14	Panel	Hopper	

 
Comes in two road numbers - Must be selected. 

 
Expected Delivery Early18 

 
MSRP $24.95  NYCSHS  Members Price $19.96 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://www.nycshs.net/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 

 

Boston & Albany Photo DVD 
Over 400 Photos and Drawing From the NYCSHS Archive 

 

 
 

Non-members price is $30.00. NYCSHS Members’ Price $24.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
 

Free Shipping but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 
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NYC	Hudson	&	Electric	Division		
Or	NYC	Terminal	District	

Polo	Shirts 
 

		 	
Hanes	ComfortSoft	TM	Cotton	Pique'	Men's	Polo 

 
L, XL, and XXL Sizes Only 

 
MSRP $36.67 NYCSHS Members' Price $29.34 

 
Shipping is extra and Ohio Residents Must Pay  

 
8% Ohio Sales Tax 

 
If you are a fan of the Hudson & Electric Division or the Terminal 

District – You must have one or more of these fine polo shirts!!! 
 

Lots of other polo shirts available in the Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Polo-Shirts_c_34.html 
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NYCSHS Backpack	

	
2017 NYCSHS backpack is 100% polyester. This deluxe backpack has 3 roomy zippered 
interior compartments, 2 outside mesh pockets, padded shoulder straps for comfortable 
weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying, and adjustable straps and 
buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.   

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html  

 
New York Central Systems Plaques 

	

	 	 	 	

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of 
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New 
York Central and its subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad 
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos, but are crafted from wood and 
painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being used to decorate the conference room in 
the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
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Colorful NYC Mohawk & E-8 Three-Dimensional Art 
	

    
 

This 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted in 
accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive 
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional 
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.  

Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives. 
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and 
have working lights.  Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia 
room. These are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being 
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  

 They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at 
15% below retail for NYCSHS members. 

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00  NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25 
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.  
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side or Plywood Side 
Caboose Kits 

(HO-Scale) 

   

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola 
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad. These cabooses lasted from the early 1900s well into 
the 1960s.   
 
These models are craftsman kits and require purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included 
with the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish. 
 
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95 each, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 
each plus shipping and handling costs.  Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html 
 

 
NYCS Steam Locomotive Number Plates  

 
The NYCS used these number plates with a logo on Hudson, Mohawk and Niagara steam 
locomotives.  They were cast in iron or steel in the original size. These reproductions have 
been cast in aluminum and steel and are available with and without the  
NYC logo in very limited numbers. http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Steam-Locomotive-
Number-Plates_c_158.html  
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Accurail HO-Scale 36' Wood Boxcars 

 

 

 
This new Accurail model is the first widely available, 36-foot boxcar model introduced since the 
MDC/Roundhouse cars in the early 1970s. The model represents a newer prototype and many lasted in service 
until the K brake interchange ban of 1953. Several railroads upgraded the brake systems for continued service. 
Other lines used these cars in maintenance service after 1953, while some lines converted the cars to cabooses, 
rider cars, and line side sheds over the years. The P&LE, CI&S, and PMcK&Y are wood end cars; the NYC, 
B&A and CCC&StL cars have steel ends. B&A car (bottom photo) is specially lettered and numbered for the 
NYCSHS.  We only have a very limited number of these cars. Decals are also available to change the numbers 
on these cars. 

For all but limited edition.  MSRP $17.98 each. NYCSHS members’ $14.38.   
Limited edition B&A.  MSRP $27.50 each. NYCSHS members’ $22.00.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version 

MSRP $35.00  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 
 

Books, Books, Books 

	

	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html	
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TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Section House Kit	 

 
 

This section house was the mainstay of track maintenance for many decades on railroads. The NYC 
placed their unique structures every few miles on the right-of-way so crews had ready access to tools 
and supplies. Also, a speeder was stored there so the track gang could move easily up and down their 
assigned stretch of track.  This is an exclusive NYCSHS model.             
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

Non-members’ $53.20.  NYCSHS Members’ $45.00 
Order at: http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html 

 

TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Trackside Structures Kit 

 
Track maintenance and safety were a priority for the NYC.  To keep on top of both took manpower 
and resources. To aid this effort, the railroad placed their standard, 12’ x 18’ section house every few 
miles for easy access by the track gang.  Plus, they used two different styles of privies (pit latrines) 
for the inevitable call of Mother Nature. The switch cabin provided some shelter for the trackmen. 
This kit was designed and produced in conjunction with the NYCS Historical Society.  You will be 
proud to place these buildings on the high iron and secondary lines around your pike. 
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

 Non-members’ $21.99.  NYCSHS Members’ $17.59 
Order at: http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html  
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NYCSHS Model Offering Thoughts 

Almost daily, Dave Mackay, NYCSHS Modelers Committee Chair, and I review the model offerings 
coming from all of the manufactures available to us.  We review company emails, catalogs, flyers, 
websites, forums and other sources to find NYCS models to offer to our members at discount prices. 

We believe that this is an important service to our members so that they can obtain the latest NYCS 
models that come on the market.  We also do it so that the NYCSHS can generate income from the 
Collinwood Shop to continue to offset the cost of providing our members with unique and important 
services. 

In most cases, these new offerings are advertised by the manufacturers far in advance of the actual 
delivery dates so that they can obtain enough pre-orders to make the model offering viable 
financially. This is how these manufacturers stay in business.  They are in business to make money 
and are not necessarily modelers themselves.  This is important for us to remember.  If they don’t 
make money, they won’t offer models. 

Sometimes this causes the problem of offering models for pre-order and not always delivering them 
on the promised delivery date or sometime not delivering them at all if they don’t get enough pre-
orders. 

None of us like this aspect of the business, but it is a reality.  We receive many complaints from 
members about this part of the business.  But the reality is we must ask you to either pay a deposit or 
pay the full price when you pre-order because we are committed to the number of models we pre-
order from the manufacturer.  We are not in the business of stocking inventory to sell later.  We 
simply cannot afford to do that. 

If we ask for a deposit, we must then contact the person who ordered to ask them to pay the 
remainder of the price of the model. This has caused us a lot of work in the past. Some simply never 
answer us, some take forever to acknowledge our request and some complete the order quickly.  In 
some cases, we have ended up with models we can’t sell or that we must sell at greatly reduced 
prices, losing money. It always amazes us that some people give up the deposit without completing 
the sale. It really helps us if people respond quickly to the request for final payment.  

We are all volunteers and we put in a lot of our time trying to make the Society supportive of our 
members. You can help us if you follow through on any pre-orders, understand that we don’t control 
the manufactures, and continue to purchase items from the store to help the Society remain a 
financial success. 

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts and suggestions to 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net       Thanks, Noel 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we head into the fall modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 1st Qtr. 2018 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as we head into fall. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by November 15, 2017.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part. 

  
 
 
 

  

Preview Of 1st 

Quarter 2018 issue 
 

Bruce Ryan will bring 
us the “West Side 

Freight Line” in the 
January 2018 edition. 

Dan Howard returns with Part 2 of 
“Operations on the Taconic Division” 

Bob Shaw continues his feature, 
“NYCS O-Gauge Model Railroading” 

in the January 1, 2018 edition.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 
photos for the 2nd 
Qtr. 2018 edition.  
Let us see your 

handiwork. 




