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OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   oo ff   TThhiiss   IIssssuuee  

   
NYCSHS member Dave Horn models the NYC in 

S-scale. He has a variety of NYC locos and 
rolling stock.  Page 27 

 
  

  
Bob Shaw’s new regular feature debuts with his 

overhall of a 1950s Lionel Swicher.  Page 49 
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NYCentral Modeler 
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective of the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, R.J. Barrett, J. 
Epperson, T.R. Gerbracht, S.H. 
Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Simonaitis, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Associate Editor   Bob Shaw 
Proof Editors: Julie Sanders
  Ann Widdifield 
Engineering Dept:  Manuel 
                                Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 
O-Gauge Model Railroading:  
  Bob Shaw   
Early Car Shop: Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 14 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Mackay, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released almost 300 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more 
than 3,000 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-
scale, and O-scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale 
models to be released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for 
more information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last four years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Greetings! 

I am Dave Mackay of the NYCSHS Modeling Committee and Model Shipping Department. For 
those of you who did not attend the Society Convention in Massachusetts this month, Rich 
Stoving has retired as Society President. (He will continue as the Editor of Central Headlight and as 
a NYCSHS Director.) I was elected President of the Society. Rich left me a large responsibility to 
grow all aspects of the Society, which is what I intend to do.   

Since this is the NYCentral Modeler, I will begin with modeling. It has been over 55 years since my 
first train set, a poor-running B&O rubber-band drive Athearn GP-7. It was soon replaced by a 
Varney F-3. I have to tell you, painting lightning stripes on it with a small brush and Testor’s 
enamel was an exercise in frustration! We are so fortunate to have all the NYC models available to 
us that we do today. There are so many items in the marketplace almost anything can be 
modeled. I guess that’s how I wound up with over 80 different NYC Diesels in my collection.  

I visited Rich Stoving at his home recently, and enjoyed his hospitality and NYC layout. It was 
great to see it in person, having looked at photos for years. Rich gave a presentation at the 2017 
Convention on his different layouts (ten, if I remember correctly) and a fantastic description of 
this current and last layout. Also at the Convention were several other modeling presentations 
from our Modeling Committee members, Noel Widdifield, Manuel Duran-Duran and Larry 
Faulkner. Noel spoke of modeling the NYC using the resources of the Society and Collinwood 
Shop. Manuel and Larry gave a two-part presentation on resin casting and producing NYC 
models. (and they gave it twice!) If you haven’t had a chance to attend one of our Conventions, 
you are really missing out on a great time with a great bunch! We’ll be in Cleveland next May, so 
make plans! I hope to meet many of you there.  

If you know of something that’s available and the Society should be offering in our online 
Collinwood Shop Internet store, please let me know. The Store helps provide accurate NYC items 
to assist our modelers and adds much needed income for the Society.  

While I’m mentioning Internet shopping and supporting the Society, I would be remiss if I didn’t 
point out that we are the beneficiary of the AmazonSmile donation program. Simply go to 
https://smile.amazon.com/and select the NYCSHS as the recipient donation organization when 
making a purchase. You’ll help us continue to provide for the Society is so many ways. 

 

 

Greetings from the New NYCSHS President 
Dave Mackay, NYCSHS President 
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My wife, Ann, and I spent four days in 
Marlborough, MA, at the 2017 NYCSHS 
Convention.  We had a wonderful time and met 
many members for the first time and renewed all 
acquaintances too. 

Almost all of that time was spent at the cashier’s 
table of the Collinwood Shop.  I also gave two 
presentations on “Modeling Using NYCSHS 
Resources”. Ann worked the registration table. 

Almost everyone I came in contact with were B&A 
modelers.  That told me that we had been 
successful in attracting new people to the 
convention. 

It was fun to talk with members who had some 
great ideas about what we should be offering for 
B&A modelers. 

We had made a special effort to have several B&A 
items in the store, and they sold very well. The 
feedback on those models was very positive. 

There were modelers in all scales and they each 
presented the reasons we should stock more 
models in their scale. 

Now as we begin to turn our attention to the 2018 
convention in Cleveland, you will be seeing some 
interesting model offerings planned for that event. 

If you like what we do or have suggestions, send 
me your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, 
O-, 1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles 
in all scales but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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DDaavviidd  HHoorrnn  ––  MMooddee ll iinngg  tthhee  NNYYCC  iinn  SS--SSccaall ee                                             Page 27 
  

  
 
Dave is married with two children.  He holds BSME and MBA degrees from Penn State.  
Dave has over 30 years of high-tech management experience and in addition to running an 
S-gauge train repair business called Precision Flyer Repairs. He is the proprietor of Fast 
Forward Consulting, LLC, a business management and strategy consulting business.  
  
BBrraadd  AAnnddoonniiaann  ––  RRoobbeerr tt   PPaarrrr ii’’ss  NNYYCCSS  CCeemmeenntt   CCaanniiss tt eerrss  &&  RRiicchh  YYooddeerrss  GGoonnss    
Page 35  

  
Brad and pals are currently building a 30’ x 50’ double tracked loop, Lehigh and Western 
with an emphasis on late steam.   Heavy industry is the key as he wishes to employ his NYC 
cement gondolas in an active format.  He has a nearly complete collection of Pacific Limited 
brass NYC boxcars and has been painting, decaling, and weathering them.     He seeks out 
brass models that either match or are close to NE road prototypes and often has custom 
decals made to suit the models.     He wife and children have been very supportive of his 
hobby and his Thursday night with the trains.    He hopes to continue to supply the Society 
with articles detailing accurate O-scale brass models of the NYC and its subsidiary lines. 
  
JJoohhnn  MMeerrccuurr ii oo     --  TThhee  BBooss ttoonn  &&  AAllbbaannyy  iinn  OO--GGaauuggee       Page 41  
 

 
 
Besides the beauty of the state, he was drawn to the area because of his involvement with the 
Seashore Trolley Museum, Kennebunkport, as an operator and head of the museum's 
education department. John is an active railfan, as well as a modeler, having traveled across 
the Country and Canada videoing and photographing the railroad industry. 

Brad Andonian is the third generation owner of Pande Cameron Rugs; an 
importer and retailer of fine hand knotted carpets in Seattle.   He began like 
many of us with Lionel in his youth; he re-entered the hobby five years ago 
and switched to 2-rail.     An eBay listing for brass tank cars from Japan 
served as a break from 3-rail and he went “all in”.   

After graduating from college and serving two years on active duty with 
the U. S. Army, John joined his father in an independent insurance agency 
in Greater Boston.  His career spanned 40 years, which included teaching 
insurance courses throughout New England.  Upon retiring in 2006, John 
and his wife Judith moved to Kennebunk, Maine.   
	

Dave has been an avid S-gauge train enthusiast, collector, operator, 
tinkerer, and repairman for over twenty years.  His passion for S-gauge 
actually started before he can remember with an American Flyer train set 
running around the base of his Christmas tree before he even turned one 
year old.	
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BBoobb  SShhaaww  --  OOvveerrhhaauull iinngg  aanndd  CCoonnvveerr tt iinngg  aa  LLiioonnee ll   662233  SSwwii tt cchheerr           Page 49  

  
Bob	 has	written	 six	 previous	 layout	 articles	 about	 building	 his	 creative	 interpretation	 of	 the	
famous	NYC	Water	Level	Route.	 	 In	 this	edition,	he	discusses	how	he	added	motive	power	by	
overhauling	 and	 converting	 an	 old	 Lionel	 AT&SF	 623	 Switcher	 into	 a	 NYC	 workhorse.	 	 He	
presents	a	good	overview	of	the	key	components	of	a	Lionel	engine,	along	with	overhauling	tips	
to	ensure	reliable	operation.							

Retired	 from	 careers	 as	 a	 corporate	 communications	manager	 and	 special	 education	 teacher,	
Bob	 and	 his	 wife	Wanda	 live	 in	 southern	Michigan.	 	 They	 enjoy	 visiting	 their	 twin	 sons	 and	
spoiling	their	two	grandchildren.		Bob	heads	an	LLC	providing	marketing	and	communications	
consulting	to	global	clients.	

Bob	continues	with	his	series	of	O-gauge	articles	about	his	NYC	layout	as	a	regular	column	about	
O-gauge	modeling.	
	
SSeetthh  LLaakkiinn - New York Central SW 1 Switchers - Part 1 – The Prototype																										
Page 65	

 
 
 

HHaall ll   oo ff   HHeerrooeess--  TTwwoo  oo ff   oouurr  nneeww  aauutthhoorrss  wwii ll ll   rr ee ccee ii vvee   oouurr   nneeww  NNYYCCSSHHSS  
MMaaggaazz iinnee  WWrrii tt ee rr   TT--SShhii rr tt   ffoorr   tthhee ii rr   ff ii rrss tt   aarr tt ii cc ll ee   iinn  tthhee  mmaaggaazz iinnee..  

DDaavviidd  HHoorrnn  aanndd  JJoohhnn  MMeerrccuurr ii oo   jjoo iinn  oouurr  HHaall ll   oo ff   HHeerrooeess..  
  

 

A	native	of	Schenectady,	NY,	Bob’s	interest	the	New	York	Central	began	when	
he	was	 a	 boy	 and	 is	 expressed	 today	 in	 the	O-scale	 trains	 he	 runs,	 and	 the	
layouts	he	builds.	 	He	enjoys	talking	trains	with	 friends	as	a	member	of	TCA	
(Train	Collectors	Association)	and	LOTS	(Lionel	Operating	Train	Society). 

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's Water 
Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. However his 
earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains, but of diesels of the late 
1970s and early 1980s Conrail.  This is Seth’s sixth article for us and he 
starts a two-part series on 50’ PS-1 boxcars. Seth is on the NYCSHS Model 
Committee and is a prolific modeler.	
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The NYCentral Modeler Needs Some Articles 
 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know many of you think you 
don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with tools to 
help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know more about 
your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours, and a camera or 
cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get you 
started.  Help us help you to tell our members about your hobby.  We are interested in all 
scales and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about 
your modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
 

        

 
A poster promoting the efficient use of coal in 1929. Submitted to the NYC Magazine by Mr. H. K. Bollman, a 

stationary engineer for the N.Y. C. at Ashtabula, Ohio. 
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Z-Scale Rolling Stock 

American Z Line 

 

NYC Pullman Heavyweight Observation 

Central Park or Central Avenue 

MSRP $ 53.00   
Expected Delivery Now 
 

 

 

NYC Pullman Heavyweight RPO 

MSRP $ 52.00   
Expected Delivery Now 
http://www.americanzline.com/ 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Intermountain – Centralia Car Shops 

NYC 20th Century Limited 4-4-2 Sleeper 

Car names: 09 Imperial Sovereign, 10 Imperial 
Domain, 11 Imperial State, and 12 Imperial 
Valley 
Features: 

 Sharp painting and lettering 
 Wire Grab Irons 
 Truck Mounted Couplers 

Reservations Due by June 30 

MSRP $ 49.95   
Expected Delivery Dec 17/Jan 18 

 

NYC 4-4-2 Sleeper 

Car names: 09 High Bridge, 10 Suspension 
Bridge, 11 Rip Van Winkle Bridge, and 12 
Brooklyn Bridge 

Features: 

 Sharp painting and lettering 
 Wire Grab Irons 
 Truck Mounted Couplers 

Reservations Due by June 30 
MSRP $ 49.95   
Expected Delivery Dec 17/Jan 18 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop 

 
Bachmann 

 
NYC Smooth Side 72’ Pullman Standard 
Baggage 
 

 
NYC Smooth Side 85’ Pullman Standard 
Coach 
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NYC Smooth Side 85’ Pullman Standard 
Observation 
 
When lightweight cars came to the Pullman 
fleet in the early 1940s, their smooth sides lent 
themselves to classy, colorful paint schemes. 
Baggage cars operated on everything from 
premier trains to mail runs from coast to coast, 
normally mixing with the head-end cars of 
connecting lines. 
 
Features: cars ride on GSC 41-N trucks with 
metal wheelsets. Other features include flush-
fitting windows, built-in electrical contacts for 
easy installation of Walthers interior lighting 
kit #933-1099 (sold separately) working 
diaphragms, Accumate(R) knuckle couplers 
and car number and name decals. 
 
MSRP $ 39.98 Coach & Baggage $59.00 
Observation   Expected Delivery Late 2017 
 
Eastern Seaboard Models 

 

 

NYC & P&LE Despatch Shops 50’ X65 Boxcar 
(Lots 975-B & 976-B) 

These 50' exterior-post boxcars were built from 
1966 through 1969 by Despatch Shops 
Incorporated, a subsidiary of first the New 
York Central and then Penn Central.  A 
number of cars also were built for the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie as well as the Lehigh 

Valley.  Conrail inherited the New York 
Central, Penn Central and Lehigh Valley 
rosters in 1976.  The cars remained active into 
the 1990s. 

Features: 
The body and underframe are injection 
molded plastic, with etched brass end 
platforms.  The model rides at the 
prototypically correct height above the rails, 
on ASF 70-ton Ride Control roller-bearing 
trucks with low-profile metal wheelsets, 
lowered brake gear and ladders.  Simulated 
cushioned-underframe coupler pockets are 
integrated into the underframe.  The model is 
equipped with Micro-Trains compatible 
knuckle couplers.   

Operation of this model over curved trackage 
of less than 10-inch radius is not 
recommended. 

Advanced reservations by July 31  

MSRP $ TBD 

Expected Delivery Dec 17/Jan 18 

Also available in the Collinwood Shop 

http://www.esmc.com/promos/X65.html 

HO-Scale Structures 

NYCSHS 
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NYC Battery House 

Cast resin model. Kit comes unpainted.  Image 
is of completed and painted model.	
	
MSRP	$22.50	NYCSHS	Members	Price	
$17.55	
Expected	Delivery	Now	
Shipping	is	extra	and	Ohio	residents	pay	8%	
Ohio	sales	tax.	
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYC-
Battery-House-Ready-for-Painting-
_p_978.html	
	

	
Standard Coalbox Resin Kit		

These coalbox models are 3D printed versions 
done through Shapeways. They are made 
molds from RTV and cast in resin. From old 
NYC drawings, it appears that the Putnam and 
River Divisions used these coal boxes 
extensively.	
Includes:	

 2	One-Bin	Coalbox	
 1	Three-Bin	Coalbox	
 1	Two-Bin	Coalbox	-	Closed	Hatch	
 1	Two-Bin	Coalbox	-	Open	Hatch	
 All	Solid	Castings	and	Ready	to	Paint	

Because the coalboxes are modeled in resin, all 
that needs to be done is to prime, paint and 
weather these models. Quick and easy! 
MSRP $28.00. NYCSHS Members Price 
$24.95  
Expected Delivery Now	
Shipping	is	extra	and	Ohio	residents	pay	8%	

Ohio	sales	tax.	
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYC-
Coalboxes-Five-Piece-Set--Ready-for-
Painting_p_977.html 
 
HO-Scale Decals 

Speedwitch 

 

MSRP $9.00 Expected Delivery Now 

http://speedwitchmedia.com/product/d177-
new-york-central-system-nyc-ple-50-box-
cars-built-1939-1946/ 

O-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas 

 

NYC 1923 ARA (X-29) 40’ Steel Boxcar 

Features: 

 Highly detailed ABS body 
 Die-cast chassis 
 Flat or corrugated ends are per the 

prototype 
 Detail variations as appropriate for each 

version 
 Different door styles 
 All metal separately-applied grab irons, 

ladders and stirrups 
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 Accurate painting and lettering 
 Minimum diameter curve: O-31 (3-Rail) 
 Minimum radius curve: 24" (2-Rail) 
 Some assembly required for undecorated 

models. 
 Car #s 128004, 128022, 128053, 128070 

MSRP $67.95  3-rail - $72.95 2-rail 
Expected Delivery 1st Qtr. 2017 

The NYC did not have any of these cars. 

Menards 

 

NYC Flatcar with Mountain Dew Truck 

The latest offering from Menards growing line of 
railroad cars. 

MSRP $24.99 Expected Delivery Now 

This car has very little detail and the Mountain 
Dew Truck would not have existed when NYC 
flatcars were still around. 

Large Scale Rolling Stock 

Piko 

 

NYC Flat with Ford tow truck 

G Gauge model of a low-sided flatcar with a 
diecast Ford Tow Truck Load that was designed in 
the 1940's. The wagon is decorated in green and 

grey with NYC (New York Central) livery lettering 
showing. This wagon features free rolling wheels, 
exterior details and sprung couplings. 

Details: 

 Livery: NYC (New York Central) 
 Wheel Base: 4 Axle 
 Coupling: G Gauge Standard 
 Minimum Radius: 600mm 
 Length: 368mm 

MSRP $100.00 Expected Delivery Now 

Like all Piko models, this car is offered in 1/26 
scale that does not represent any currently 
recognized scale.  The body is also much shorter 
than is accurate. 

Magazines 

Model Railroader June 2017 

 

“Ask MR” page 22 

New York Central 250-ton wreck crane no. X-
16 photo and short description. 

“Coal and Steel for Rod Stewart’s 
masterpiece” by Carl Swanson – Photos by 
Steve Crise pp. 42- 49 

The article features some great photos of Rod’s 
layout but focuses on the recent addition of a 
mountain top a large steel mill complex and 
mine.  Of course there are a couple of photos 
of NYC locomotives. 
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Classic Trains   Summer 2017 

 

“Prescription for Prosperity” pp. 26 - 33 

By Kevin P. Keefe 

This article provides an excellent look at the 
famous Rexall Train that toured the country in 
1936 promoting the Rexall Drug Stores.  It was 
powered by a NYC 4-8-2.  The NYC Mohawk 
was converted by the West Albany Shops with 
a special streamlined shroud, converted to 
burn oil and painted in a beautiful blue, white 
and silver paint scheme.  The article provides 
detail on the train and includes some great 
photos. 

This is the train modeled by Steve Bratina and 
featured in an article in the 1st Qtr. 2016 edition 
of this magazine. 

Steve’s finished model of the Rexall 
locomotive. (Photo by Steve Bratina) 

“Whistle-stopping in the 1960s” pp. 68 – 73 

By J. David Ingles 

The article follows the campaign trains of 
Kennedy, Nixon, and Goldwater across the 
Midwest in the 1960s.  It includes a couple of 
photos of NYCS trains. 

Classic Toy Trains July 2017 

   

“A Slice of NYC” pp. 42 – 46 

By Roger Carp 

A story about a man who left New York City 
in 1964 to move to Israel.  There he served in 
the military and launched a career.  He 
returned to the U.S. in 2002. 

He designed and built a special O-gauge 
display for Scott Mellis.  The article describes 
the 52 sq. tt. layout of New York City.  

The article about this very small layout 
includes some photos of NYC locos operating 
on the two-level trackage. 

 

 

Non-
members 
price is 
$25.00. 

NYCSHS 
Members 

Price $20.00. 
Shipping  
added & 

Ohio 
residents 

must pay 8% 
Ohio sales 

tax. 
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Another Chicago O-Scale Show has come 
and gone.  Once again O Scale Resource 
sponsored and ran the model contest. 
They used three judges closely following 
NMRA judging standards, along with a 
single public popular voted “Best in 
Show”. 

Sam Shumaker, NYCSHS member and 
volunteer on the archive team won First 
Place Steam Locomotive Category.

 

Congratulations Sam. 

Noel, 
I just wanted to let you know what a great 
time I had at the convention. It was really 
great to meet you and the rest of the voices 
on the phone. Joe Burgess and the 
committee really did a great job putting it 
together. I also was happy to meet some of 
the railroaders that lived what we 
modelers are trying to recreate. Hopefully 
they will be willing to share their 
memories and photos with the younger 
members of the group. As Nick said, it’s 
the younger crowd that will keep the 
society alive. 

 
Regards, 
Dan Seligmann 

Dan, 

Thanks for the note.  Joe Burgess and his 
convention crew did an outstanding job of 
putting on a great convention.  See the 
article later in the magazine. 

Thanks, Noel 

Noel, 
  
I wish I could write something but I am a 
beginner.  I am one of those guys that have 
been reading MR magazine forever and 
never did anything about it.  My 
grandfather was a brakeman in Selkirk 
and West Albany.  Unfortunately he 
passed away before I was born but in the 
early 70’s timeframe his buddies, now 
Penn Central guys, knew my father and 
they would take us on cab rides in South 
Troy.  I have had the train bug ever 
since.  I hit 50 a few years ago and said to 
myself you have got to start modeling 
before it’s too late.  I joined the NYCSHS 
and NMRA.  I am buying stuff in 
anticipation of moving to a new house 
where I will finally have room to build my 
layout.  In the meantime I am dabbling in 
Free-mo modules to get my feet wet as 
they say.  I have met some wonderful 
people and very good NYC themed 
modelers that I am sure know like Henry 
Propst and Vic Roman.  When the day 
comes that I can write something I will 
certainly do it.  Maybe it will be 
“Scratchbuilding 19000 series cabooses”! 
  
I also want to say you and your group do a 
wonderful job providing information and 
history about the NYC.  I have learned so 
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much just from the Central 
Headlight.  When there are conversations 
on the Yahoo group they are professional, 
courteous and most of all helpful and 
informative.  The NYC Modeler is 
fantastic.  I see it as a premium add-on to a 
magazine like MR or RMC.  I just recently 
visited the High Line in New York so now 
I want to research that.  There is always 
something new. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Art Brearton 

Noel, 
I was looking through the convention CD 
and noticed there are 2 incredibly 
significant photos included. There in the 
Part 5 folder, files PB511069 (black/white) 
and PB511069 (color). I've attached them 
for reference. The photos show E7 4004 in 
a combination reverse lightning stripe and 
regular lightning stripe! Like a transition 
between the two schemes. This is very 
significant in that it has the colors of the 
schemes right next to each other. PB511069 
is color shot and upon inspection it clearly 
shows that the light and dark greys of the 
reverse lighting stripe match the light and 
dark greys of the regular lighting strip. I'm 
not sure if this scheme has been 
documented before but it answers the 
debate about the possibility of the greys 
being changed between the reverse and 
regular lighting stripe schemes. Perhaps 
these pictures should be included in an 
upcoming Headlight due to their 
significance. 
 
Tom Long 

 

 

Tom, 

Thank you for calling these photos to our 
attention.  They are just two of over 400 
B&A and NYC photos from the NYCSHS 
archives included in the DVD, which is 
available in the Collinwood Shop. 

 

http://www.nycshs.net/Boston-Albany-
Photo-DVD-2017-Convention-

DVD_p_983.html 
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At the 2017 NYCSHS Convention 

Retiring President of the NYCSHS, Rich 
Stoving, was presented with a gift from 
the Society for his six years as President.   

Incoming President, Dave Mackay 
presented Rich with this lantern at the 
close of the Annual Meeting at the 
Convention. 

 

Engraved on one side of the lantern glass 
“NYCSHS” logo and on the other with 
“Richard L. Stoving, President 2011 – 2017”. 

Thank you Rich for your long years of 
service and we look forward to many 
more years as you continue to edit the 
Central Headlight. 

NYCSHS Board of Directors 

Hi Noel; 
I just read the 2nd Quarter NYC Modeler 
and saw my little write up on the Tinplate 

S motors. 
 
Thanks again for allowing me to 
participate in your fine magazine. 
 
I was also happy to read the article by Dan 
Howard, as he and I are good friends. We 
are both volunteers as the Seashore Trolley 
Museum. 
 
Just for your amusement I have attached 
two pictures taken many years apart. The 
first shows me back in 1974 on a Lehigh 
Valley RR ALCO C-420 at Oak Island Yard 
in Newark, NJ. That was at the beginning 
of my career on the railroad. The second 
photo is of me at the Seashore Trolley 
Museum taken last summer. (2016) 
 
Thanks again! 
Keith 

P.S. I wear the tee shirt often and have 
gotten a number of comments on it!

 

 

Thanks, Keith 
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Keith is one of our many authors for the 
NYCentral Modeler. The t-shirt that he 
refers to is the one we send to anyone who 
authors an article for us the first time. We 
hope to see more of his writing in future 
editions. 

Noel 

 
Noel, 
I'm still modeling Pennsy too. I’m doing 
both NYC and PRR. Both great modeling 
subjects Noel.   Lol 

 

 

 
 
Jim Six 
 

Very nice Jim.   
 
Glad to see you have returned from the 
dark side. 
 
Noel 
 
Hi all:  
 
I’ve been gearing up for a 5,000 sq. ft. 
Hudson Division milepost 25 to 40 for 
about 20 years in O-scale.   
 
I have a set of Atlas O FM Erie Builts in 2-
rail with decoders for NCE.  They never 
ran right – mostly hesitating and running 
away from the controllers.  I discovered 
that as they are running (helps to have 
lights out) there is persistent blue sparking 
between the wheels and the 
rails.   Thinking that was some sort of 
decoder miss-wiring. I ran an unmodified 
set on straight DC – they also sparked.   I 
talked to NCE – they said that could be 
fatal to good running.   So far Atlas hasn’t 
responded.  Has anyone else discovered 
this?  Gerry 
  
Gerald P. Weinstein  

Gerry, 

I have posted your request for help on the 
NYCSHS Members’ Yahoo Group.  
Hopefully, you will get some responses. 

Thanks, Noel 

Gerry received several answers to his 
problem on the Yahoo Group and I 
forwarded them all to him. 

Noel:   
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Thanks for the replies.   I believe there is 
an explanation – the answer maybe not.  I 
didn’t realize I could buy from the 
shop.   How does that work?   

Gerry 

Gerry, 

You go to www.NYCSHS.net and register 
to obtain members’ discounts.  After 
approval you can shop in the store 
anytime and continue to get the NYCSHS 
members’ prices.  You just need to 
remember to log in each time. 

Thanks, Noel 

Wow!  
 
That was quick! (We sent him the digital 
editions of the Central Headlight he paid for 
when he renewed.) 
 
Sorry for forgetting about my dues. 
 
BTW, wouldn't it make sense to offer a 
dues discount to those wishing to only 
receive Central Headlight via email, as there 
is a savings in printing and postage costs? 
 
Just a thought.... 
 
Keep up the great work and thank you! 
 
Best, 
Jeff Erlitz 

Jeff, 
 
Thanks for the kind words.  We have 
discussed offering only digital editions but 
have concluded that it would undermine 
the print edition and cause those costs to 
go up while losing the income from the 

printed editions.  We will only offer the 
digital edition as an extra and keep 
printing the hard copy version until no 
one wants hard copies anymore. Note that 
most hard copy magazines only offer the 
digital versions as an extra cost option for 
the same reason. 
  
Thanks, Noel 
 

Noel,   

Just ordered 2 N-scale Bluford cabeese 
(Order 6160) and would like one 
Bachmann 19853 (MDT 6458) Reefer as 
noted in the recent NYCentral Modeler 
magazine but it is not listed anywhere in 
the Collinwood Shop forms.  How do I get 
one?   

Thanks,  
Chuck Baldwin 
 
Chuck, 
 
It is in the store.  Look under “Models”, 
"HO-Scale” and the “Bachmann” and you 
will find it.  Or click here: 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/HO-
Scale-Models_c_111.html 
I purchased one of these and they are very 
nice. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
Sorry.  It looked to be listed in the N-Scale 
section of the NYCentral Modeler and I 
assumed it was N-Scale.  My mistake, 
sorry to bother you. 
 
Chuck 
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Hi Noel, 
 
Received my edition today and must 
thank you for the front cover photo. 
I feel very honoured! Thank you. 
 
One small point with the article. The lead 
photo on page 35 is of my old layout that 
was torn down some years ago. That 
photo was featured in the Part 1 article. 
 
Not the end of the world but it could be 
confusing, as that photo has nothing to do 
with the current build. 
 
Regards 
 
David Gallaway 
 
David, 
 
I am very sorry for the mistake. We missed 
that and will post a note in the NYCSHS 
RPO section to help clear up the confusion. 
	
That is what happens when we amateurs 
are put in charge of magazines. ;+}  I will 
put a correction in the next edition.  It 
certainly made a good story, however. The 
cover photo makes the magazine and I try 
to choose one that attracts attention and 
yours certainly did. 
 
We enjoyed reading about your 
outstanding layout.  Hope to hear more 
from you in the future. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
As I said, not a big deal to me but some 
readers might be confused. 

 
You are right about covers of any 
publication. They certainly attract the eye 
and hopefully sell the book or magazine. 
 
Thank you again for making me a "cover 
person". 
 
I've forwarded the magazine to George 
Sellios who is the owner of Fine Scale 
Miniatures so he can see his kit featured. 
 
Regards 
 
David 
 
Good Afternoon,  
 
I just thought I'd let you know, I tried to 
get on the website, www.nychs.org, but 
some kind of animal care center in New 
York City comes up instead.  
  
I wonder if other people are having this 
trouble.  
  
I don't know if you're the right person to 
send this to, but I'm sure you know who to 
send it to and can forward it.  
 
 Sincerely, Rick Lynch  
 
Rick, 
  
The website is NYCSHS.org the store is 
NYCSHS.net Note that they both have and 
“S” between the ”C” and “H” for System. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
OMG, I just missed that.   Thanks for your 
help.  I'm sorry I bothered you.  
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On another subject, I am disappointed that 
I did not move faster and order the book 
"Know Thy Hudson's" when I saw it, and 
so I missed out on getting it. I know you 
guys are saying that it's going to come out 
on DVD, but I would just like to say that I 
would really like a print copy.  
 
I can't imagine that there are not other 
people that have the same desire as I do.  
 
 Is there any chance that there could be a 
second printing? Perhaps putting out an 
email blast and putting it on The 
Collinwood site as a pre-order item, with 
the stipulation that you are just trying to 
see what interest there is, you could 
perhaps find out and then have another 
printing, If it makes any sense to do so. I 
would certainly buy one copy.  
 
Anyway, my two-month membership has 
been delightful so far, you guys are very 
helpful, knowledgeable, and you are quick 
to respond to my emails, thanks.  
 
 Sincerely Rick 
 
Rick, 
 
We will not be publishing another edition 
of Know Thy Hudsons.  
 
Glad you have been impressed with us so 
far.  Let us know if there is anything else 
we can do. 
 
Thanks for being a member, 
  
Noel 
 
 
 

Hello,  
 
I'm a stage designer from Australia and 
designing a play set in 1933 on a 
Twentieth Century American train that 
travels from Chicago to NY. 
 
I was hoping you could suggest some 
online resources I could access to help me 
understand the layout and design features 
of this period train. The script refers to two 
deluxe drawing room compartments, with 
an adjoining door and one of these has a 
separate adjoining bedroom.  I'm trying to 
find some floor plans to help understand 
the layout.  Some scenes also take place in 
an observation car. 
 
Can you also suggest some train 
enthusiasts/collectors passionate about 
this train I could contact via email to 
answer some specific questions? 
 
If you are not able to assist, please suggest 
some other train museums I should 
contact. 
 
With thanks 
 
Andrew McMillan 
 
We send Andrew several diagrams and 
photos and referred him to a member in 
Australia who also helped him out. 
 
Hi Andrew, 
  
I received a copy of your email to Noel. 
Hope the following You Tube Video might 
be of assistance to you: 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcC
9laB3UFU  
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You might also see if you can get a copy of 
Alfred Hitchcock’s “North by Northwest”. 
It features the 20th Century from New 
York to Chicago. 
  
Ok, the movie is set in the late 1950’s but it 
does offer some good interior scenes. 
  
I don’t wish to disparage my fellow 
Australians, but I would be surprised if 
there were any “rivet counters” in your 
audience who could tell the difference 
between the interior of a 1930s passenger 
car and a generic passenger car. 
  
Hope these are of some help 
  
Regards 
  
David Gallaway 
 
Noel  
 
Wanted you to know that all the feedback 
I've heard on the Marlborough convention 
has been positive. Many thanks to all of 
you in the NYCSHS directorship, 
administrative, and Collinwood staffs who 
helped make it happen. 
  
When we chatted at the convention about 
Branchline passenger car kits, I mentioned 
a Mainline Modeler article with tips for 
assembly/construction. The article starts 
on page 56 of the June 2004 issue. The 
subject is a New York Central coach! If you 
don't have that issue, please let me know. 
  
Different subject: Some of the Walthers 
HO passenger car offerings are of non-
NYC designs but are lettered NYC. Others 
are based on designs of passenger cars 

actually purchased or (Pullman) operated 
on NYC. An example is the Budd 
Observation (Part #: 910-30355), which 
appears to be accurate for the observation 
cars delivered in 1949 for the New 
England States (e.g. Babbling Brook). It 
would be helpful if NYCSHS would 
identify which Walthers passenger cars are 
accurate for NYC. (It would be even more 
helpful if Collinwood shop would sell 
them.) 
  
[I did note that the NYC version (sold out) 
of the Budd observation seems to be 
lettered NEW YORK CENTRAL on the 
large centered above-
window letterboard.  All photos that I've 
been able to find indicate that the large 
lettering was PULLMAN, and presumably 
NEW YOR CENTRAL was in smaller 
lettering in the letterboard near the 
vestibule end of the car. Too bad Walthers 
doesn't ask NYCSHS for technical input 
on models of NYC cars.] 
  
Regards, 
Jeff Ashworth 
 
Jeff, 
 
I am forwarding your comments to our 
Modeling Committee passenger car expert. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Jeff, 
 
The lettering and other aspects of these 
cars have been widely lamented on the 
Internet. That said, you could buy the 
unlettered version and letter them 
correctly if you can find any correct 
Pullman decals. That is not likely.  
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Some of these cars are based on NYC 
prototypes and are good starting points if 
you want to do some higher-end 
detailing.  
 
Dave Staplin, NYCSHS Modeling 
Committee 
 
Hi All, 
 
I cannot help but make the observation 
that all the focus seems to be on R-T-R 
models made using typical 'mass 
production' techniques i.e. injection 
molding.  Unfortunately, unless you can 
sell thousands of something or tack some 
small variation/different paint scheme 
onto an existing production run, many 
prototypes will never be seen in model 
form this way because the economics just 
don't stack up.  Is there any particular 
reason why models of less-numerous US 
prototypes are not made using what I 
would call 'short-run' methods, generally 
etched brass, cast brass & resin and 3D-
printed parts?  In the UK, it is possible to 
obtain a mind-boggling variety of models 
in several scales - sure, you hear horror-
stories about kits that don't fit together 
properly or at least are difficult to build, 
but this is more a reflection of poor design 
rather than any disadvantage inherent in 
building models this way. 
 
With the rapidly advancing capabilities of 
3D printing, we can create 'functional' 
resin parts, along with masters for 
exquisitely detailed brass castings.  I know 
several modelers in New Zealand who are 
making one-piece bodies to drop on N-
scale mechs for modeling our 42" gauge 
prototype in 1:120 scale, and I wonder if 

this might be the most practical way for 
modelers in 'minority scales' to get what 
they want?  Looking at the table 
comparing dimensions of NYC Mikes in 
an earlier e-mail, they are generally similar 
and at 1:160-scale, the slight discrepancies 
are scaled down to tiny fractions of an 
inch.  The biggest problem would have to 
be obtaining bare mechanisms.... I don't 
know what Kato is like for selling their 
mechanisms as spares so perhaps someone 
can enlighten me?   
 
I'm not necessarily advocating one-piece 
bodies, by the way; I am an engineer by 
training and a CAD draftsman by 
profession, and I get a bit annoyed at the 
terrible designs being peddled.  The one-
piece-no-matter-what approach should be 
outlawed i.m.o....handrails are often 
oversize, look awful and are too brittle in 
any case, while large flat surfaces are best 
done with etched brass in many cases 
because the detail is much sharper and 
strength is greater.  For a steam loco body 
I would make the running boards and cab 
sides as etched brass, pilot as cast brass (if 
the mech doesn't already have a pilot), 
with the remainder as Frosted Extreme 
Detail.  Piping should be applied 
separately, so that there is nothing to get 
in the way of sanding any stair-stepping 
off the 3D-printed body.  There should be 
no doubt that the tools are already 
available for producing small runs of 
models that we can be proud of. 
 
Regards, 
 
Paul Woods 
Whangarei, NZ. 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2017 23	

This was posted by Paul on our NYCSHS 
Members’ Yahoo Group and it provides 
some pretty thought provoking ideas on 
the future of models for the NYCS. 
 
We would be interested in hearing from 
any of our readers, thoughts on this 
subject. 
Send your cards and letters to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 

Mystery Photo 2nd Qtr. 2017 
 

 
The mystery photo appears to be a tunnel 
work apparatus.  Either for clearance 
check, close inspection or maintenance.  
The different platforms levels suggest that 
access to all points of the tunnel arch was 
required for either work or inspection. 

Manuel Duran-Duran 
3/29/17 1:29 p.m. 
 
 
The photo is of a "drilling jumbo" and 
you're looking at the face of it.  The hoses 
in the back are compressed air lines for the 

drills.  A wild guess for the location would 
be at one of the tunnels for the never 
completed South Penn. 
  
Jim Homoki 
3/29/17 6:47 p.m. 
 
 
I believe it is a piece of maintenance 
equipment used in the Detroit River 
Tunnel tubes and it's sitting on a track on 
either the Detroit or Windsor side of the 
Detroit River awaiting its next assignment. 
 
Jim Yaworsky, Windsor, Ontario 
3/30/17 5:48 a.m. 
 
 
Appears to be a framework on which 
laborers cut rock when boring a tunnel. 
   
Philip J. Moberg 
3/30/17 9:49 a.m. 
 
Something to do with tunnels or 
underground track like Grand 
Central.  Looks like it could be used as a 
platform to work on the walls or as a 
clearance car.  Looks like a carpenter's 
nightmare or dream come true.   About the 
caboose shown on page 39 is that interior 
inspired by crossing shanty rustic?    
Ted Finkbohner 
4/7/17 5:29 p.m. 
David, 
 A question about your caboose model on 
page 39 in the last edition.  You may 
answer him directly. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Ted, 
 
Noel forwarded me your email and 
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suggested I contact you direct. 
 
The interior of the caboose was inspired by 
nothing in particular.  
 
My friend Thom Driggers who weathered 
and detailed the interior did some research 
on caboose interiors and came up with this 
outcome. 
 
Not being a particularly fussy person 
when it comes to prototype vs. model I 
was more than happy with the outcome. 
 
Hope you liked my article. 
 
Regards, 
David Gallaway 
 
 
In the NYC Modeler, 2Q-2017 that looks 
like a tunnel clearance "gauge" to me. 
 
Carl Sardaro 
4/10/17 9:39 p.m. 
 
 
The answer is that it is a machine used in 
the construction of tunnels. Most of you 
got it correct, but Manuel was first. 

 

If you have questions or comments about 
the NYCentral Modeler or the Society, be 
sure to send them to us. 

We can be reached at 
NYCSHS@verizon.net and look forward to 
your communications.  

It is our intent to provide excellent service 
to our members and we can only do that if 
you let us know what you need. 

Paul Carver, NYCSHS Director Emeritus 

May 10, 1928 – April 30, 2017 

 

 

 

Be sure to check out the information on 
our NYCSHS website regularly and watch 
for the latest NYCS photo on the NYCSHS 
Facebook page. 

To get quick answers to your questions, 
register and log on to the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group. 

Be sure that you open the NYCSHS 
MailChimp emails we send to you. They 
have the latest information. 
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	 New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2018 Convention & Meeting 

Cleveland, Ohio  - May 4 – May 6, 2018 
Holiday Inn Cleveland South 

6001 Rockside Road 
Independence, OH 44131 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 4, 2018 

• Registration 
• Clinic Presentations	
• Self-Guided Activities	
• Collinwood Shop open 

Saturday, May 5, 2018 
• Excursion to be planned 
• Convention Banquet at Holiday Inn 

South 
• Guest Speaker, TBD 
• General Members Meeting 
• Collinwood Shop open following 

Meeting 
Sunday, May 6, 2017 

• Train Show 9 am – 3 pm 
• Speaker Presentations 
• Collinwood Shop open 

 
NYCSHS Website: www.NYCSHS.org to 
download registration forms.  
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 
Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and 
layouts is the best that the committee 
understands as of May 1, 2017, and may 
change due to factors beyond its control.	

Historic Sites 
 

• Grafton Tower  
• Cleveland Terminal Tower  
• NYCSHS Archives  
• Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad  
• Shaker Rapid Transit  
• Midwest Railway Preservation Soc.  
• Cleveland & Akron Canton Attractions  
• Cleveland Museum of Art  
• Western Reserve Historical Soc.  
• Great Lakes Science Center  
• Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  
• Pro Football Hall of Fame  
• MAPS Air Museum  
• Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens  
• National First Ladies Library  

Hobby Stores & Layouts 
• TBD 

Hotel Rooms 
$99.00 – Single, Double, or King room, all plus 16.25% 
tax.  Cut off date for reservations are Wednesday, April 
3, 2018. Holiday Inn Cleveland South, 6001 Rockside 
Road, Independence, OH 44131. Phone 216-524-8050. 
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/indepe
ndence/clein/hoteldetail 
 

Presenters 
• TBD 

 
 
We still need to find several presenters 
for the convention. We need historical, 
operations and modeling presentations. 
If you would be willing to conduct one 
or more of these sessions for us, please 
contact, Shel Lustig at 
lellaw@ex100.com or Noel Widdifield 
at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of these presentations may 
change and others will be added. 
Openings are still available.  If you 
have a presentation you would like to 
give, contact Shel Lustig at 
lellaw@ex100.com or Noel Widdifield 
at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Please	Print	
	
Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	
	
Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	
	
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
City______________________________________________State/Provence_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	
	
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Attendees________________	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	
	
Banquet	Choices:	Number	of	each	selection.	(Must	add	up	to	the	number	of	registrations.)	
	
Beef___	 Chicken____																						Vegetarian_______	
	

Please	send	payment	&	registration	to:		NYCSHS	
		 																														 																																									Dave	Nethery	
	 																													 																																	P.O.	Box	130	

	 																																																																																																																		Gates	Miles,	OH	44040-0130	
	
	 	 Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	 Members’	 (Including	 family	 members)	 cost	 is	 $179.00	 each	 for	 all	 activities	
including	the	Saturday	evening	banquet.	 	Non-members	can	register	at	$179.00	plus	a	fee	
of	$39.00.		The	extra	fee	covers	membership	in	the	Society	for	one	year,	including	all	rights	
and	benefits,	along	with	one	year	of	the	Central	Headlight.	
	
Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:	Holiday	Inn,	Cleveland	South	
	 	 	 6001	Rockside	Road	
	 	 	 Independence,	OH	44131	
	 	 	 https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/independence/clein/hoteldetail 
	
Please	 call	 the	 hotel	 directly	 at	 1-888-543-9500.	 Rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	 at	 the	 rate	 of	
$99.00	single,	double,	or	king	plus	16.25%	tax.		Cut	off	date	for	a	reservation	is	Wednesday,	
April	 3,	 2018.	 	 Phone	 216-524-8050.	 You	 are	 responsible	 for	 making	 your	 own	
reservations.	They	are	not	included	in	this	registration.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
2018 Convention & Meeting 

Cleveland, OH - May 4 – May 6 2018 
Registration Form	
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    Article by David Horn          Photos by David 
I have no particular prototype railroad or 
railroad location for my layout.  The NYC 
is one of my favorite roads due to their 
very attractive paint schemes and great 
engine designs like the Hudson and 
streamlined Hudson.  The name of my 
fictional railroad on which a host of other 
railroads travel is the Reston and 
Elsewhere Railroad – meaning that it starts 
from here and goes as far as your 
imagination wants to take you.  

Here is where Dave enjoys running trains in 
the train room.  The variety of running 
standard S gauge or narrow S gauge trains 
with transformers or new systems like Legacy 
and DCC adds to the enjoyment he and fellow 
S-gauge enthusiasts derive from the layout. 
 
I first started with American Flyer and 
Lionel as a child.  My mother won my 
American Flyer set the year I was born by 
entering a “name the Karo Syrup Kid” 
contest.  She won my sister’s O-gauge 
Lionel set the year before that by 
submitting a short story to Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine.   
 
We ran both trains under our Christmas 
tree every year until I lost interest in them 
during my late teenage years.  Years later 

when our son was born, my parents asked 
if I was going to set up my train for him.  
Sure enough, there it was in box put away 
in a closet.  I set up the train on a spare 
piece of plywood.  My son and I enjoyed 
it. My interest in the hobby was reignited 
and has continued on a much greater level 
than ever before.   
 
My layout is in a room in our basement.  It 
is fairly simple with two loops of S-gauge 
that are interconnected with a separate 
third loop inside those.  Inside the S-loops 
is a loop of Sn42 on which I run petite 
On30 engines that look good and fit in 
pretty well as narrow gauge S-gauge. 

One narrow gauge (Sn42) train pulls by the 
station to unload and take on passengers 
while another waits its turn on the mainline.  
The passenger 2-8-0 is by Broadway Limited 
and the 2-6-6-2 is by Bachmann.  Both engines 
are pulling Bachmann rolling stock.  All are 
On30 products, but with some imagination, 
1:64 vehicles, and S-scale figures from Artissta 
around them they manage to play the part of 
narrow S-gauge quite nicely.  
 
I run trains from several manufacturers 
using remote and direct control AC, Lionel 
TMCC, Lionel Legacy, S-Helper, 
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LocoMatic, and DCC.   A list of the locos 
and rolling stock manufacturers follows. 
 
S-Gauge Locomotives 

 AC Gilbert American Flyer 
 Lionel American Flyer 
 S-Helper 
 American Models 
 American Hi-rail 
 Ballston Locomotive Works 
 Pennsylvania Heritage Models 

Sn42 (On30) scale locomotives: 
 Bachmann 
 Broadway Limited Imports 

 
The ESE, Dreyfuss 20th Century Limited, and 
PA powered 20th Century all happen to meet 
at the same time at the far end of Dave’s 
layout delighting railfans.  

 
 S-Gauge Freight Cars 

 AC Gilbert American Flyer 
 Lionel American Flyer 
 S-Helper 
 American Models 
 Crown 
 Downs 
 S Scale America 
 Hobby Loads – coal and other loads 

Sn42 (On30) freight cars 
Sn42 (On30) freight cars 

 Bachmann 
S-Gauge Passenger Cars 

 AC Gilbert American Flyer 
 Lionel American Flyer 
 American Models 

Sn42 Passenger cars 
 Bachmann 

 
Buildings and Accessories on the Layout 
 
All of my buildings are from Plasticville 
and Littletown.  Six of them are from my 
original childhood Christmas layout. 
 
The accessories are by AC Gilbert, Lionel 
American Flyer, Lionel, MTH, Marx, Life-
Like trains, Port lines Hobby Supplies 
(digital station sound system), MRC, and 
Model Train Signs and Billboards. 
 
The accessories can be operated by using 
their control buttons, or by accessing them 
with a Legacy Cab2 via SC-2 controllers.   
 
Three un-coupler control buttons, the 182 
Lionel gantry crane controller, and an 
action-car track section controller are 
located at the main control panel, the rest 
are located along the front edge of the 
layout for easy access. 
 
Vehicles 
 
All of my vehicles are 1/64 scale.  I am not 
a scale modeler, but am particular about 
using S-scale vehicles and people.  Trains 
should be proportionately large relative to 
cars, trucks, and people – just as they are 
in real life.  The use of O-scale vehicles 
and/or people diminishes the impressive 
size and stature of locos and rolling stock. 
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Every vehicle is from the 1930s, 40s, and 
50s by design, with a couple of exceptions.  
As many as possible have chrome instead 
of silver paint if they had chrome in real 
life.  Chrome is part of the appeal and 
nostalgia of cars from that era. 
 
The vehicles are from Johnny Lightning 
M2, Racing Champions, Hartoy American 
Highway Legends (AHL), Corgi, 
Hallmark, Toy Zone, Siku, Matchbox, Ertl, 
and Winross. 
 
Figures 
 
All of the human and animal figures on 
the layout are from Arttista S-scale, S-
Helper, GreenLight Collectibles, MTH  (O-
gauge 12-piece passenger sets #1- 4 use S- 
not O-scale people), Gilbert American 
Flyer, Scale University, and Ertl. 

 
While waiting on the platform for their 
favorite NYC passenger train to arrive, weary 
travelers hope that the NYC delivery truck is 
helping to keep concession stands inside the 
station well stocked with good food and 
beverages for next time.  The Union Station is 
Plasticville by Bachmann.  The rotating 
beacon in the background is by Marx.  The 
rural freight station in the background is by 
Littletown (before bought by Plasticville).   
 

Track and Transformers 
All of the S-gauge track is S-Helper 
sectional S-Trax, including 13 custom 
sections. The minimum radius is 24” and 
the maximum radius is 30”. The switch 
radius for all switches is 20”. 
 
The narrow gauge Sn42 track is Kato 
sectional HO Code 83 Unitrack with a 
track minimum radius of 21-5/8” and the 
switch minimum radius is 21-5/8”and the 
maximum radius is 34-1/8 inches. 
 
The S-gauge and Sn42 track and switches 
are not nailed or screwed down to the 
layout.  They are simply put into position 
on the indoor/outdoor carpet.  This was 
done for sound damping reasons. 
 
Lead wires from underneath the layout are 
connected to the tracks about every three 
to four feet and to the switches.  Lead 
wires help hold the track in place. 
 
I have experienced no shifting of the 
tracks, even when multiple heavy engines 
and trains are run on the loops at a time 
 
S-gauge switches are controlled two ways. 
I use S-Helper levers at the main control 
panel and Legacy Cab2 addresses with 
two SC-2 controllers under the layout. 
 
Five switch levers at the control panel and 
five addresses on a Legacy Cab2 provide 
two ways to operate seven switches. 
 
Switches between Loop #1 (outermost) 
and Loop #2 are paired.  Two switches 
throw at the same time to enable error-free 
transfer of trains from loop to loop.  
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Four Kato levers at the main control panel 
control the Sn42 switches. 
 
Nine transformers are housed in a 
shelving unit out of sight under the layout. 
 
S-gauge: 
(3) AC Gilbert AF 30B’s 
(1) AC Gilbert AF 15B 
(1) AC Gilbert AF 12B 
(1) AC Gilbert AF 4B 
(2) AC Gilbert AF 1½B’s 
(3) Lionel TPC 400’s 
(1) Scott’s Odds-n-Ends DTK-4Z Surge 
Protector 
(2) Lionel SC-2’s 
 
Sn42 
(1) AC Gilbert AF 16B 
(1) NCE Smart Booster 
(1) NCE PowerCab base unit and board 
 
Benchwork 
My bench work consists of 2”x 4” legs 
with ¾” plywood top.  I have 1”x 4” sides, 
1”x 3” cross-braces, and 1”x 2” edging. 
 
I used ¾” thick pink insulation board atop 
the plywood and it is framed by 1”x2” 
boards to prevent it from getting crushed 
when people lean on the edge of the 
layout. 
 
Scenery 
The primary ground cover is 
indoor/outdoor carpeting that is green 
with dark flecks or speckles. 
 
Specific areas such as the schoolyard and 
barnyard have additional ground cover 
added for effect.  Those are a vinyl mat 
material produced by Woodland Scenics. 
 

There are more than 210 trees that are 
Bachmann, Grand Central Gems, 
Woodland Scenics, and others.  Hedges on 
the layout are made be Faller and used 
mixed lichen by Woodland Scenics and 
Life-Like Trains for shrubs. 
 

 
Heading out on their respective passenger 
routes, NYC diesel and steam powered trains 
are captured here working in perfect unison 
with one another.   
 
I have a stream made with rippled clear 
plastic on printed-paper by Busch and 
lined with shrubs and water lilies.  I made 
a fishing pond made of clear plastic on 
printed-paper by Busch. 
 
The one main backdrop was created by 
taping a few commercially produced 
backdrops together and mounting them to 
a 1”x 2” board, and attaching them to the 
wall.  
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There is a divided street from Union 
Station leading to and throughout the 
downtown section of the layout.  An 
undivided county road then runs along 
the industrial area adjacent to the 
downtown and extends out of town 
toward a farm and freight station in the 
rural area.  Busch made both street types. 

 
A view from the biplane over the far end of the 
layout shows a narrow-gauge timber train 
and mixed consist parked on sidings while 
workers mind the rural freight station and the 
busy day of a farming family is underway.  
 
Kitbashing 
I added lights by Miniatronics and 
Walthers to some buildings including the 
Plasticville switch tower and AC Gilbert 
reproduction passenger terminal shed. 
Streetlights by those and other 
manufacturers were also added. 
 
A digital American Flyer passenger station 
sound system with dual speakers inside 
the Plasticville Union Station along with 
the MRC City and Country sounds 
emitting from under the layout help create 
a realistic setting for trains in operation. 
  
Operations 
The three S-guage loops have multiple 
operating modes. 

On loops 1, and 2 the choices are remote 
control AC using Lionel Track Power 
Controllers (one TPC 400 per loop), Lionel 
Legacy, and S-Helper Locomatic (one 10-
button controller per loop). 
 
Loop three (inner most loop of S-gauge) 
also has multiple modes – remote control 
AC using conventional with a third Lionel 
Track Power Controller (TPC), Lionel 
Legacy DCC PowerCab and Smart 
Booster, and conventional AC using a 
directly wired AF 30B attached to an AF 
Air Chime Whistle/Diesel Horn actuator 
button. 
 
The Sn42 (On30) section uses DCC NEC 
PowerCab and Smart Booster. 

 
NYC passenger trains form a grand parade 
down the front of the layout. Trains shown 
are an Empire State Express (ESE) and PA’s by 
American Models, a 20th Century Limited 
Hudson by American Hi-rail, and an 
“original” 20th Century train comprised of a 
NYC Hudson by Gilbert American Flyer from 
the 40s and more modern Pullman 
heavyweight cars by American Models.   
 
Block Systems 
 
S-gauge loops #1 and #2 have two blocks 
in each loop.  Each block is controlled by a 
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3-position toggle switch at the main 
control panel.  Each block can be turned 
on, off, or to pause mode.  Pause mode 
passes power through an AC Gilbert 709 
Lockout Eliminator providing just a trickle 
of voltage to the tracks, which stops 
Gilbert engines, but does not activate their 
reverse units, so you start up again going 
in the same direction that you stopped in 
neutral or reverse.   
 
Loop #2 also has two sidings.  One siding 
passes through the main passenger station; 
the other one parallels the first, but is a 
capped or dead-end siding.  Each siding is 
controlled by 3-position toggle switch at 
the main control panel – on, off, and pause 
mode as above with Loop #1 and #2 
blocks. 
 
Loop #3 – the inner most of the three S-
gauge loops is a continuous loop without 
any blocks, switches, or sidings.  
 
By turning a rotary switch at the main 
control panel to the appropriate position, a 
volt meter there indicates what voltage is 
getting fed to any block or siding in Loops 
#1 and #2, as well as to Loop #3. 
 
Every block and siding of Loop #1, and #2, 
along with Loop #3 is protected by its own 
7A fast blow fuse located and easily 
accessible at the main control panel.  
Note: There are two idle sidings on the 
layout used to store extra rolling stock that 
are not attached to any loop and are not 
powered.  Someday when Type 5 or Type 
6 switches are available these will be 
connected to Loop #2.   
 
There are no blocks for the Sn42 
operations and the sidings are not isolated. 

 
The Sn42 tracks are protected by a 3A fast 
blow fuse located at the main panel.  
 
Signals 
 
S-gauge: all signals by Z-Stuff. Loop #1 
has as color position DZ-1080S signal with 
additional DZ-1075 sensors. Loop #2 has a 
DZ-1080S color position signal with 
additional sensors and a DZ-1050S three-
color signal. 
 
Sn42: Uses a DZ-1040S upper quadrant 
semaphore signal by Z-Stuff. 
 

 
Whether coming or going, the NYC is keeping 
the switch tower controller and stationmaster 
very busy this afternoon, especially at Union 
Station.  The aerial photographer is getting 
some great shots for this edition of NYCentral 
Modeler. 
 
Involvement in Train and Other Clubs 
 
I am one of seven founding members of 
the W&OD Division of the Atlantic Coast 
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S-Gaugers (ACSG).  We started in 2000 
and now have 42 members.  I am a 
member of the Baltimore Area American 
Flyer Club (BAAFC).  I own and operate 
Precision Flyer Repairs (PFR) and have 
been providing quality S-gauge train 
maintenance, repair, and upgrade services 
to customers for over ten years. I am a 
twenty-year member of the Train 
Collectors Association (TCA) and a 
longtime member of the National 
Association of S-Gaugers.  
 
Classic Toy Trains published an article on 
my layout in their February 2017 issue, 
and featured a photo of it in the Photo 
Album portion of their May 2016 issue. 

 
An overview of Dave’s layout shows the 
different districts or areas – the industrial 
area (front-left), the downtown area (front-
right), Union station (middle-left), a small 
orchard and fresh produce market (middle-
right), the natural resources area with oil and 
lumber (far-left), and farming with a rural 
freight station (far-right).  Several structures 
are from the layout Dave grew up with from 
the time he was born.   
 

 
Future Plans 
I plan to continue offering train repair 
services and recently introduced a new 
Onsite Layout Assistance Service (OLAS). 
With that I visit your layout, provide an 
assessment, suggestions, recommend- 
ations, and take whatever trouble-
shooting/remedial measures are within 
reason at the time. I also plan to continue 
collecting and operating S gauge and Sn42 
locomotives, rolling stock, and accessories.  

 
Dave has oak display cases with grooved 
shelves and sliding glass doors to house and 
protect his collection.  This is his Dreyfuss 
Hudson that he recently modified using 
information provided to him by the NYCSHS. 
 
In closing, I would like to extend a special 
thank-you to my good friend and fellow 
NYC System enthusiast, Bruce Tibbetts, 
for helping to stage the photographs used 
in this article including some of his NYC 
engines and rolling stock pictured in them. 
 

This is one of the very few articles about 
S-Scale/Gauge NYC modeling that we 
have featured.  Our hope is that some of 
you S-Scale/Gauge NYC modelers out 
there will share your modeling with us. 
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David Horn’s S-Gauge Layout 
 

 

 
We need a volunteer willing to spend a few 
hours each week to help us ship items we sell 
in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Our new Shipping Agent has begun his duties 
of shipping most of the great NYCS items we 
sell in the Collinwood Shop, but we need 
someone to back him up when he cannot be 
there to do the job. 
 

The activity is in our new Headquarters in 
Middleburg Heights and we will provide the 
training. 
 
You would be working in the area of our 
archive and would be able to interact with our 
Archive Volunteer Crew in the facility. Most 
of them are in the facility several days each 
week, so you would not be there alone. 
If you are willing to volunteer for this very 
important position, please send an email to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net or call Noel Widdifield 
at 703-407-3059 who will explain all of the 
details of what is involved.  
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    Article by Brad Andonian          Photos by Brad 
Since I was a small child, Lionel gondolas 
that had odd cylinder loads in them 
enchanted me.    I always imagined them 
to be for large cables or reels thus I ran 
them around without any clue as to their 
actual use.     Years later when I went into 
2 rail these cars reemerged; at that point I 
was informed by Rich Yoder of their 
prototypical use: moving bulk dry cement.    
I managed to acquire a few of Rich’s 
imported brass versions and then three 
kits from the NYCHS.   Robert Parri was a 
metal worker who built a range of PRR 
hoppers at his home in Pennsylvania.    He 
never offered a great range of products.    
All were limited editions and quantities.     
Thirty of the gondolas were produced; 
some were sold assembled by Mr. Parri---
none included decals!  Rich Yoder 
purchased and sent one model to China 
for his production of 150 models.    He also 
created the decal art and ran sets here in 
the US.    I thank Rich for supplying me 
with sets for the three kits.   Due to my 
limited abilities, I sat on the kits for a 
couple years until I located a local 
craftsman to assemble them.  

 

Brad’s Overland Models switcher is pulling a 
SP boxcar behind the finished gondolas 
carrying the Cement Canisters and the coiled 
steel rolls.  

The spec sheet with the kits is frankly 
rudimentary and incomplete.     Drawings 
are sparse and parts are not numbered or 
sequenced.     I was organized enough to 
bring one of Rich’s pieces along as a guide-

--the builder remarked later that without 
it, the task may have been impossible.     
He bent the sheet brass into the canisters 
and butt soldered them clean. I was 
amazed at the skill he possesses and the 
accuracy of his work. The cost per car 
came to $450 for his work.      

Below we see a couple of the canisters.    
They are very well detailed and have 
lifting tabs, fill domes and hose outlets for 
the dry cement.    I was pleased that they 
have a solid bottom as well. 

 

One of the canisters before painting. You can 
see the excellent detail. 

 

The solid bottom of the canister can be seen 
here. 
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Painting the canisters 

I used a couple of colors from TruColor 
Paints www.trucolor.com.    Oxide Red 
and W&LE.    I wanted a contrasting tone 
to the TruColor NYC freight red that I 
used on the gondolas. 

The canisters after being painted with the 
TrueColor paint. 

Gondolas  

These are really fine pieces of rolling stock.     
The wood decks are well detailed, the ribs 
for holding the canisters are there and the 
outlets in the sides appropriately placed. 

 

The underside of the gondola. Notice the 
exquisite rivets, ribs and brake detail on these 
kits. And remember, no directions were offered 
for assembly.    

I first sprayed P.B.L  Seasoned Wood as 
my base color.   www.pbl.com    They are a 
great purveyor of paint choices and the 
product is terrific. 

Here you can see the internal braces to hold 
the containers in place and the gaps for hoses 
to connect for unloading. 

This side view gives you a better look at the 
gondola box and side of the gondola. 
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These views allow you to see the brake 
assembly details. 

Decals and Trucks 

I used Vulcan trucks from Rich Yoder 
models on these. I have not found 
definitive notes on what is correct, but 
Rich provided them with his models and 
he is generally a stickler for accuracy.   
Rich again came through and gave me sets 

for the cars.     I had back up sets made in 
case I screwed up and additional ones for 
a friend who had an undecorated model. 
The trick was scrambling the container 
numbers to insure more interesting loads, 
as I will run these in unit trains. 

 

 

 

If you live in the Cleveland area, the 
NYCSHS needs some help as we continue 
to improve critical functions in our new 
headquarters building in Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio. 

We are looking for someone with archival 
experience to serve as a deputy archivist. If 
you have experience and leadership skills, 
get in touch with us. 

The archive has been set up for storage 
and production, but needs someone who 
can assist the archivist in continuing to 
develop this important resource for the 
Society. 

If you are interested, contact us at 
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 



	
	
July 1, 2017 
 
NYCSHS Members: 
 
Notice of Dues Increase 
 
In an effort to ensure that the NYCSHS continues its mission of keeping the legacy of 
the New York Central System alive, the Board of Directors must ensure a stable 
financial foundation and provide for the longevity of the Society. Over the past 18 
months the Board has conducted a complete financial review and initiated a number of 
actions necessary to underpin this effort. One of these actions is a small but necessary 
increase in our annual dues. 
 
The Board has approved a $5 increase in the annual membership cost, raising Regular 
annual membership from $39 to $44. This increase will be reflected in 2018 membership 
renewals and in new memberships beginning August 1, 2017.  
 
In reaching this decision, your Board recognized that the continuing increase in 
Member benefits, as well as the increase in the costs of providing member services, has 
continued to grow. Since the Society’s last dues increase eight years ago, the average 
household has experienced a cost of living increase of 13.5%, and your Society’s costs 
have grown at that rate as well.  The dues increase is a full percentage point below those 
cost of living increases. 
 
Since 2009 you’ve seen major changes in our best in class quarterly magazine Central 
Headlight. It now comes to you on time, in an expanded page format and with color 
images in each issue. Our website was a dream in 2009 and now is a reality. Collinwood 
Shop was an idea that has blossomed into an online retail service for all who share our 
common interest. Open to all on the Internet, it offers Members a significant 20% 
discount on NYC merchandise and models.   
 
Collinwood Shop has brought NYC enthusiasts books, logo clothing, movies mastered 
to DVD, models, memorabilia, art prints, engineering DVDs, valuation map DVDs, and 
shortly will deliver photo DVDs. The Society maintains a social media presence beyond 
our web page with a Facebook page and a Members only Yahoo group. Our quarterly e-
zine, NYCentral Modeler is recognized in the modeling community for both the quality 
and quantity of its articles. 
 

New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.  
Board of Directors 
P. O. Box 130 
Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 
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We are proud that we now have a Society home and proper storage for the Archives. 
This move makes the Archives more accessible for your research. A capital campaign, 
Flight of The Century, raised the money necessary to move, complete minor site 
renovations, decorate and equip our new headquarters. Dues money was not used for 
those purposes. Dues have paid for multiple storage units over the years and will 
continue to pay our monthly operating costs for the new facility.  
 
In short, we have multiplied Member benefits and created a dynamic, growing, and 
valuable benefit proposition for our Members. The NYCSHS is recognized as a leader in 
the railroad historical community. We value you as a Member and look forward to 
continuing to serve your needs in the coming years. 
 
For the NYCSHS Board of Directors 

  
David Mackay, President 
 
 
 
 
 
P.S.  Remember that all correspondence in reference to membership should be 
addressed to: 
 
NYCSHS Membership Chair 
P.O. Box 264 
Emerson, NY 07630 
NYCWestShore@gmail.com 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member, you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We 
offer a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs and DVDs, movie DVDs, 
NYCSHS calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 
jackets, polo shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art 
prints -- all with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 49 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 



 

New York Central System  

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2018 New Membership Application 

 
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00   

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00   

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00   

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00   

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $31.00   
    

Options:    

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00   

Sustaining Member     *   ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00   
    

TOTAL $____________   
 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. 

These generous contributors will be acknowledged in Central Headlight. 
  

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 
  

You may also purchase membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 
http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 

  

 

Please fill in all blanks.                            
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

 

9 Digit Zip________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

 

Country if outside U.S.A. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________ 

 

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes           No  

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties, but may be used to contact you about NYCSHS 

events and information. If you do not wish the Society to contact you with this information, check this box:  
 

Rev. 6.22.17 
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New York Central System  

Historical Society 
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ  07630-0264 

2018 Membership Renewal Form 

 
Regular Member – U.S. w/print Central Headlight ------------------------------------ $44.00   

---- Digital Edition of Central Headlight (US Members only) ------------------ ADD $15.00   

Regular Member – International w/digital edition Central Headlight $44.00   

---- Canada & Mexico - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage ------ ADD $15.00   

---- Other Countries   - w/print Central Headlight Magazine Postage  -----  ADD $31.00   

Life Member * (Return form to retain membership) ------------------------------------- $ --0--   

Charter Member * (Member #’s 1-350 only) ------------------------------------------------ $40.00   
    

Options:    

Contributing Member *    ---------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $16.00   

Sustaining Member     *   ----------------------------------------------------------------- ADD $36.00   
    

TOTAL $____________  _ 

* Those members who wish to render greater support to the work of the Society. These generous contributors will be       

acknowledged in Central Headlight.  Life and Charter categories are for existing Life and Charter Members ONLY. 
 

Membership runs January 1 to Dec. 31. 
You may also renew your membership on-line in Collinwood Shop 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
  

 

Please fill in all blanks.                  ****            Membership #_________________ 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________________________________      State: _________  

 

9 Digit Zip________________________                      Is this a new address?         Yes           No 

Country if outside U.S.A. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

e-Mail Address: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________________ 

 

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYC? ________  What Scale? __________________________ 

 

Special Interest(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
May the NYCSHS share your name and contact information with other NYCSHS Members?    Yes           No  

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties, but may be used to contact you about NYCSHS 

events and information. If you do not wish the Society to contact you with this information, check this box:  
 

Rev. 6.22.17 
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Article by John Mercurio          Photos by John 
The Beginning 
 
My love of trains goes back as far as I have 
a memory.  My family living in Greater 
Boston at the time (1940s) consisted of a 
sister and one first cousin, both eleven 
years older than me.  Meanwhile, there 
were fifteen first cousins, all about my age 
living in Chicago.  Each summer we 
would visit the family for weeks.  What 
was the mode of transportation?  The 
Boston and Albany, New York Central, of 
course. 

 
New England States F-3 (Lionel) passing a 
B&A freight at the tower. 
 
As I got older, times changed and we 
began flying to Chicago.  The railroad 
changed as well with mergers and the 
discontinuance of the New England States.  
What didn't change were my feelings for 
the New York Central System.  Many folks 
in the hobby have the same feelings for a 
particular railroad, so we are fortunate to 
have a hobby where we can recreate the 
past. 
 
I received my first train set when I was six 
years of age.  My dad purchased a small 
freight set with a 2-6-2 locomotive, a 

double door boxcar, gondola (NYC), tank 
car and caboose.  Each year he would set it 
up under the Christmas tree up to the time 
disaster struck.  I knew real trains didn't 
start and stop abruptly as happened when 
using the transformer.  Consequently, I 
would get on my hands and knees to push 
the train around the loop.  That is until I 
toppled the tree into the baby grand piano.  
The following summer dad built a table in 
our attic, screwed down the track, and 
most importantly, purchased cardboard 
buildings. It seemed like overnight it went 
from a toy train set to model railroad. 

 
Turntable & roundhouse (Atlas), B&A 4-6-6 
Tank Engine (K-Line) 
 
For years I didn't have the space to build a 
layout.  Finally, in 2006 my wife Judy and I 
purchased a house with a large basement 
in Kennebunk, Maine.  I began 
construction of a forty by eight foot table.  
My plan was to model the Boston and 
Albany in the Pittsfield, MA area.   

 

Pittsfield yard 
switch tower 
(Atlas)	



The Boston & Albany in O-Gauge 	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2017 42	

The B&A (today CSX) traversed the city 
via a tunnel.  By building a second level 
over the end of the layout, I doubled the 
space for the city structures as well as 
installed a two-track tunnel.  Whereas, I 
have collected Boston and Maine engines 
and rolling stock over the years, I added 
another tunnel portal and track to act as 
the branch from Adams Junction to North 
Adams.  By doing so, I can run passenger 
service and freight locals to interchange 
with the B&M. 

 
Adams Jct. yard (Lionel ice loader and 
Suncoast platform) 
 
Overview 
 
I wanted a model railroad that was 
realistic, but not to the point of a hi-rail 
one.  Realistic to me means detailed 
scenery, with even more detail, detail, 
detail.  Of course, more detail requires 
more time devoted to creating the detail.  
The ready built and kit railroad buildings I 
purchase, such as towers, were repainted 
two-tone grey.  Peoples' clothing had to be 
painted, cement and unimproved roads 
had to have the proper coloring, brush, 
trees, and ground cover realistically 
placed.  Then there were fences, the epoxy 
river, telephone poles scribed to look like 

wood, planking for the grade crossings, 
gravel roofs and weathering for buildings, 
and integrating modern accessories into 
the scheme of things.  Multiple layers of 
cardboard were used to build up the 
ground to Fast Track level of yard track.  
The effort has taken five and a half years, 
but when visitors watch with awe as the 
New England States pulls out of Pittsfield 
and passes a general manifest, I know it 
was all worth it.  

 
Pittsfield engine terminal with a 4-6-6 Tank 
on the turntable. 
 

 
Pittsfield station upper level streetcar line, 
lower level B&A platforms 
 
Operations 
 
In addition to the city, I wanted a second 
focal point to be the Pittsfield yard and 
engine terminal.  That meant taking up a 
great deal of space, but the outcome was 
worth it.  Considering the layout was to be 
a working railroad, the yard and engine 
terminal were absolutely necessary. The 
three-stall roundhouse, turntable, water 
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tank, and large coal tower service steam 
locomotives, but diesels are showing up 
on a more consistent basis, thus there is a 
fueling dock as well.   

 
DIESEL fuel dock (MTH Tank Filling Station) 
 
The Pittsfield station is located in a 
neighborhood on the fringe of the city's 
downtown area.  The facility consists of 
two levels, the lower one for the B&A and 
Railway Express Agency.  The Pittsfield 
Traction Company runs through the upper 
level, where the building itself is located.  
A pedestrian bridge is used for access to 
the lower level platforms.  Besides the 
station complex, the neighborhood has a 
one-block area consisting of stores, 
apartments, offices, bank, and police 
headquarters.   

 
Columbus Avenue commercial block (MTH, 
Lionel) 
Nearby are a school, used car dealer, and 
service station.  The industrial area 
adjacent to the yard has a fuel oil/coal 

company and a NYC trans-load 
warehouse.  On the mainline, there is a 
depot and grain-feed company at State 
Line, just before the tunnel.  At Chester a 
coal loading facility serves Pittsfield, 
North Adams and the engine terminal. 

 
Chester, MA coal loading facility (Lionel coal 
loader), girder bridges (MTH) 

 

Chester, MA coal loading facility and grain 
company (American Model Builders) 

 

 Trolley kit-bashed Corgi Birney body on 
American Flyer 0-6-0, S-gauge stripped 
locomotive, frame and motor only) 
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Portals for the Main Line and North Adams Branch  

 

BV-1 Leaving Pittsfield Yard 
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State Line Tunnel and Depot 

 

Pittsfield narrow gauge (S) trolley - kitbashed Corgi body and American Flyer 0-6-0 stripped of 
valve gear. 
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Pittsfield Public Works Building (MTH)                NYC dry goods transfer warehouse (MTH)

  

Park Place commercial block (MTH)                             Adams Jct. tower (Atlas)

 

State Line grade crossing repair (Lionel Boro 
crane #3360 & NYC gondola: two of my 
original pieces)     

	

                                      Pittsfield yard	
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“The Future is Here” - it is the mid-50s. More diesels are taking over freight duties.  Two GP-9s take 
on fuel (Left).		Quiet day at the station (Right). 

 

Pacific 4929 is being serviced after bringing No. 508 from New York City. (Looks like the leading 
truck is off the rails).  He will need that Boro Crane. 
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Workers removing fallen tree along West Branch Housatonic River. (Above). 

Bank robbery in progress. (Below) 
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Adding	Motive	Power	to	the	Scenic	Water	Level	Route	Layout	

Overhauling and Converting a Road-Worn 1950s Lionel  
AT&SF Switcher into a New NYC “Workhorse”  

 
This is the first of a new regular feature 
from Bob.  He has been a consistent 
contributor for several months and when 
approached about doing a regular column 
on O-Gauge modeling for us, he was quick 
to accept. 

 
Bob Shaw continues to track progress on his 
O-scale NYC Water Level Route layout. He 
added motive power by overhauling and 
converting a road-worn 1950s Lionel AT&SF 
switcher into this smooth-running, good-
looking NYC workhorse.     

You can do it!  Overhaul and convert a 
vintage Lionel engine that is.  They are 
made of steel, copper and brass and were 
built to last.  In addition, Lionel Service 
Manuals, along with replacement parts, 
are available from train shops and on-line 
dealers.  As is true with any new project, 
you will progress up a learning curve with 
every completed overhaul until surprises 
are eliminated.  The same is true of 
painting and decaling an engine to convert 
it into another road name.  While my 
result isn’t perfect, the converted switcher 

looks and runs great, was fun to do and 
very gratifying.     

Without getting into great detail that’s best 
covered in repair books or on-line videos, 
this article presents an overview of key 
elements of the process used to overhaul a 
Lionel 623 AT&SF switcher and convert it 
for service on my NYC System.  By 
acquainting you with major Lionel 
components, I hope you will be 
encouraged to work on one of your 
vintage engines back to life.  I would like 
to thank my friend Al Moore for handing 
down his overhauling and painting 
knowledge to me over the years so I can 
pass it along to you.          

Converting an Old AT&SF Switcher into 
a New NYC Switcher saved Money and 
was Fun to Do 
 
I wanted to add a NYC switcher to my 
Water Level Route roster, and decided to 
save money by converting a road-worn 
Lionel 623 AT&SF switcher that was 
purchased for a reasonable price at a train 
show.  Manufactured from 1952 to ‘54, the 
switcher required a complete mechanical 
and component overhaul to overcome 
more than 65 years of use, as well as some 
part cleaning and/or replacement on the 
cab prior to repainting and applying NYC 
decals. (Please note that Lionel introduced 
this switcher with the number 622 in 1949, 
but changed to 623 from 1952 to ’54.  
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However, the primary components and 
wiring are identical.  It all began with a 
detailed service manual.   

 
Here is the Lionel AT&SF #623 before Bob 
began the conversion. 

This is the NYC #620 after the conversion. 

Buy a Lionel Train Service Manual 

While the diagrams and information in 
this article apply to a 623 Lionel switcher, 
the basic components and operation of 
most Post-War Lionel engines are the 
same, or similar.  In general, this applies to 
the motor, reversing unit (e-unit), gearing, 
power pickups and wiring. Purchasing a 
Lionel Train Service Manual as a book, CD 
or digital download is essential before 
beginning an overhaul or repair as they 
contain detailed drawings, service tips, 
part numbers and other important 
information.       

Lionel service manuals are divided into 
three groups – Pre-War, Post-War and 
Modern – and written by various authors.  
One of the most popular is Greenberg’s 
Repair and Operating Manual for Lionel 
Trains 1945 – 1969.  I focus on Post-War 
Lionel engines because they’re readily 

available, well made, affordable and 
relatively easy to overhaul or repair as 
they lack electronics used in the Modern 
engines. 

Major Components of a Lionel 623 
Switcher 

A Lionel 623 Switcher has six major 
components:   

1. Engine Cab 
2. Frame Assembly 
3. Wiring  
4. Motor and Rear Motor Truck 

Assembly 
5. Power Collector Assembly and 

Front Truck Assembly  
6. Reversing Unit (E-Unit) 

 
Understanding major 623 components, 
and their function, is important because 
they are also found on other Post-War 
engines in one form or another, and 
operate in a similar manner.        

Engine Cab – the converted NYC cab is 
shown here mounted on the frame.  Its 
individual parts are identified in the 
drawing (Figure 1 on next page). 

 
After repainting the cab and frame, and adding 
NYC markings, my converted switcher is put 
to work along the Water Level Route.  
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Figure 1 

Cab components on a Lionel 623 Switcher are 
shown in this drawing.  Reproduction parts 
are available if the original ones are missing 
or damaged. (Note – Lionel introduced this 
switcher with the number 622 in 1949, but 
changed to 623 from 1952 to ’54.  The primary 
components and wiring are identical.)  
 
Painting - With the exception of the lock 
plates and smoke stacks, all parts – and 
decals - were removed prior to repainting 
the cab with several light coats of grey 
primer and Krylon® semi-gloss black spray 
paint.  Fortunately, the radio wheel and 
other cab parts were secured by old weak 
glue that facilitated easy removal.  The 
ornamental bell was painted with Testors® 
Metallic Silver to complement the metal 
parts. 

 
Details improve the overall good-look of an 
engine such as painting the bell silver to 
complement the other metal components.  

 
Cab Details – During manufacture, ten 
holes were drilled along each side of the 
cab hood to accept wire stanchions 
(eyelets) that the handrails are threaded 
through.  My 623 had only three 
stanchions installed on each side (First 
photo – Page 50).  So I purchased 20 
stanchions and installed 10 of them along 
each side of the cab hood, which greatly 
improved the appearance.   

 
Ten new handrail stanchions (eyelets) were 
installed along each side of the cab hood to 
greatly improve the appearance.  
 
Before the handrails were reinstalled, each 
one was straightened and shined-up by 
applying and buffing Mothers® Mag 
Wheel Polish. 

 
Before reinstallation, metal handrails were 
straightened, polished and buffed to make 
them shine.  
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Cab Decals - Because I couldn’t find O-
scale NYC switcher decals on-line, I used 
some from a previous NYC engine 
conversion.  

 
NYC decals were applied to the cab to 
complete the conversion.  Micro Sol Decal 
Setting Solution was applied to soften the 
decals so they would conform to uneven 
surfaces.   
 
While I’m not sure if the New York 
Central lettering is prototypical, it has 
good proportions and complements the 
overall look.  The number “620” was 
selected because Lionel used other 
numbers in the 600 series on switchers 
bearing the names of other railroads.  
Micro Sol™ Decal Setting Solution was 
applied to soften the decals so they would 
conform to uneven surfaces along the cab.  
 
 Metal Frame – This assembly holds all 
major components and handrails as 
illustrated in Figures 2 & 3 (right). These 
will be discussed in greater detail 
throughout the article, except for the bell 
assembly, which was not installed on my 
engine.  The image (right) was taken 
before the overhaul and shows 
components in the figure drawings, along 
with accumulated dirt and grime, sub-par 
wiring and other issues typically found in 
Post War engines.   

 

 
Figure 2 

______________________________________ 

 
Figure 3 

 
Frame with Cab Off Before Overhaul --
Removing the cab before the overhaul reveals 
components illustrated in Figures 2 and 3 
mounted on the frame. 
 
The fully restored chassis and components 
are shown in the next photo after the 
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overhaul of the motor, trucks, reversing 
unit, wiring, brackets and hardware.   

 
Frame with Cab Off After Overhaul – Fully-
restored components were remounted to the 
frame after they were degreased, cleaned, 
polished, lubricated, rewired and repaired to 
make the switcher run like new.    
 
Wiring – Wiring for a 623 switcher is 
diagramed below (Figure 4). Wire 
connecting major components was 
replaced as insulation on many of the 
original wires was failing.   

 
Figure 4 

Wiring for a 623 switcher is shown in this 
diagram.  Insulation on most of the original 
wire had deteriorated and was replaced to 
improve performance.   
 
Pigtail - Wire connections from the 
contact (track power pickup) rollers to the 
lamps and e-unit were tied together in a 
pigtail covered with an insulating cap 
(First Image Above), which simplified 
soldering as only one wire needed to be 
connected to the e-unit. 
Contact Shoe - Unfortunately, the contact 
(power) shoe that activates the couplers 
won’t pass over GarGraves and Ross 
Custom Switches on my layout, which 

forced me to omit it and tape over its slot 
on the bottom of the Power Collector 
Assembly. 

 
Restored Power Collector Assembly Showing 
Rollers mounted on the front truck. It was 
cleaned and restored to provide reliable 
power. Note tape covers the opening for the 
coupler power contact shoe. 
 
The slide shoe wire left inside the 
assembly for a quick conversion at a later 
date.  I’m investigating ways to alter 
Lionel contact shoes so they will pass over 
my GarGraves and Ross Custom switches 
to avoid limiting slide shoe operation to 
sidings or track with no switches. 
 
Motor and Rear Motor Truck Assembly – 
After removing the cab, the first item to 
tackle is the motor shown in Figure 3 – 
previous page with the Motor Truck 
Assembly below. The motor worm gear 
(Photo next page) engages gears in the 
truck assembly to power the switcher.  The 
motor was freed by removing the Truck 
Pivot Bracket. Be sure to keep track of the 
small grounding spring, as it’s important 
for operation. 
 
Ungunking and New Lubrication – 
Decades of worn-out and/or hardened 
grease and dirt can be found on almost 
every lubricated engine component. 
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Close-up of Motor Worm Gear, Drive Gear 
and Side Gears. Decades of “gunk” 
accumulated on almost every lubricated 
engine component including the motor worm 
gear, motor truck drive gear and motor truck 
side gears. 
 
Because gunk is the major non-mechanical 
cause of poor engine performance, I 
thoroughly degrease and clean parts to 
ensure smooth operation.  A toothpick 
works great to remove grease and dirt 
between each gear tooth, as is evident in 
the image below, which shows gunk 

removed from the drive gears on just one 
truck!   

 
A toothpick easily removes grease and dirt 
from between each gear tooth.  All of this gunk 
was removed from just one truck!    
 
WD40® Multiuse Product, rubbing alcohol 
and Radio Shack Electronics Cleaner were 
used to complete the cleaning process.  
 
After cleaning, fresh lubricant is applied to 
the drive gear and reservoir, and to the 
side gears before degunking.  A final step 
is applying oil where appropriate and 
reconnecting the rear truck to the motor 
after overhauling the motor.      
  

 
After bulk removal of “gunk” with a 
toothpick, electronics cleaner, WD-40 
Multiuse Product and rubbing alcohol are 
applied to complete the cleaning process. 
Fresh lubricant is applied to the drive gear, 
side gears, motor worm gear and other key 
areas after a thorough cleaning.  
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Motor Overhaul – The motor drawing in 
Figure 3 (Page 52) shows key motor parts 
including the brush plate (cover), brushes, 
armature and a cross-section of the trust 
washer and thrust bearing sandwich that 
the armature shaft spins on.  More details 
follow.  Looking at the top of the motor 
before cleaning shows e-unit and motor 
field wire connections, two brushes 
secured with individual brush springs, an 
oil pad to lubricate the armature shaft and 
two solder lugs.   
 

 
The top of the motor before cleaning shows e-
unit and motor field wire connections, two 
brushes secured with brush springs, an oil pad 
to lubricate the armature shaft and two solder 
lugs.   

Cleaning the Armature Commutator and 
Brushes - Removing two screws and 
unsoldering the motor field wire permits 
the brush cover (First Photo Below) to be 
opened. This reveals two cylindrical 
brushes in the cover (Left Side Photo 
Below), and the tri-plate armature 
commutator top (Right Side Photo 
Below), which is cleaned with a soft eraser 
and rubbing alcohol until it shines.  A 
toothpick is used to clean the three slots.  
Existing brushes can be reused after 
squaring the ends with 600-grit sandpaper.  

 
Motor Commutator with Brush Cover 
Removed. Removing the brush cover reveals 
two brushes and a dirty tri-plate armature 
commutator top.  

 
The commutator plates were cleaned with a 
soft eraser and rubbing alcohol.  A toothpick 
was used to clean the three slots.   

After lubrication, 
the rear drive 
truck assembly is 
reattached to the 
motor worm gear.  
Oiling high 
friction areas such 
as axles completes 
the lubrication 
process.   
	



	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2017 56	

After reassembling the brush plate (cover), 
I inserted two new brushes (Photo Below) 
by lifting each brush spring with tweezers. 

 

 

Close-up of Brushes and Brush Cover 
These two new brushes were inserted into 
ports on top of the brush cover by lifting the 
brush springs. (Second Image on Previous 
Page) 
 
Cleaning and Lubricating Armature 
Bearings – The motor armature is 
illustrated in Figure 3 on page 52 and in 
photo in next column after removal from 
the motor shell.  This is accomplished by 
removing the brush cap on top and a “C” 
ring on the bottom of the shaft (Top Photo 
Next Page).   
 
 
 

 
 

Inverted Armature Shaft with Bearing 
The motor armature shaft after removal from 
the motor shell shows a thrust bearing with 
hardened grease around the ball bearings, 
which was removed with a toothpick and 
replaced with new lubricant.  
 
 
The motor armature shaft spins on two 
sets of thrust washer – trust bearing – 
thrust washer “sandwiches” (Top Photo 
Next Page). One set is inside the motor 
casing, as seen in the top image on the next 
page, which shows the thrust bearing after 
the lower washer was removed.  Note how 
the lubricant has hardened around the ball 
bearings in the bearing.  The hardened 
lubricant is removed from around each 
bearing by carefully picking it out with a 
toothpick before repacking it with new 
lubricant. I use Lubriplate® Lubricant in 
tubes as it’s easy to apply and long lasting.   
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Bottom of motor with Thrust Washers, 
Bearing and C Ring 

 
The motor armature shaft spins on two sets of 
thrust washer – thrust bearing – thrust washer 
“sandwiches”.  One set is inside the motor 
housing and the other is on the outside.  It’s 
shown here.  Note the bearing was repacked 
with Lubriplate lubricant. A C-ring at the end 
secures the washers and bearing to the shaft. 
 
 
Power Collector and Front Truck 
Assemblies – Now we’ll examine the 
Front  Truck Assembly (Figure 5) shown 
mounted in the frame, and as an 
unmounted assembly (Next page).  This 
truck has the (Power) Collector Assembly 
mounted on the bottom to transfer power 
from the center track through two rollers 
(Bottom right image next page) to energize 
the motor, couplers, e-unit and lamps.  

 
Figure 5 

Power Collector Assembly Drawing 
Power collector assembly parts are detailed in 
this drawing. 
 
Power Collector Assembly Parts – Parts 
that comprise this assembly are detailed in 
Figure 5.  Before cleaning, separate the 
collector assembly from the truck by 
removing two metal screws, which pass 
through insulating washers and spacers to 
electrically isolate the assembly from the 
truck.  Two spring-loaded Collector Arm 
Brackets support rollers that pickup power 
from the center track.  

 
Bottom of truck with Collector Assembly 
Screws. 
 
Cleaning Collector Assembly Pins and 
Rollers - A close-up of one arm shows 
how the ends of the bracket sides can be 
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bent with needle nose pliers so the roller 
can be removed from the shaft. 

 

 
These close-up images of one arm of the 
collector assembly show how the ends of the 
bracket sides were bent to permit removal of 
the roller.   
Removal revealed excessive dirt buildup 
on the roller shaft, roller exterior and 
inside of the roller. 
 
This accumulated dirt is the primary 
reason sparks fly out of the rollers when 
an engine is running down the track. 
Cleaning the shaft and roller with rubbing 
alcohol and Radio Shack Electronics 

cleaner eliminates sparks and supplies 
more power to the engine.  
 
Next, the cleaned roller is replaced on the 
shaft before the bracket ends are carefully 
bent back into place.  

 
Close-up of the cleaned roller on the shaft 

The cleaned roller is replaced on the shaft 
before the bracket ends are carefully bent back 
into place. 
 
Cleaning the outer surface of each roller 
with a wire brush attachment in a Dremel® 
Tool completes the Collector overhaul. 

 

 

Bottom of Power Collector Assembly 
Mounted on the Truck 

After cleaning, the power collector assembly 
was reinstalled on the front truck, which was 
also cleaned before fresh oil was applied to 
the wheel axles. 
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Reversing Unit (E-Unit) – is the final 
component to be overhauled. 

E-
Unit Location and Wiring – The E-unit is 
mounted to the frame next to the motor 
and is accessed by unscrewing a bracket 
and lifting out the unit. A side-view 
drawing (Figure 6) shows the working 
parts, which are wired to the motor as 
shown in this Wiring Diagram (Figure 7). 

 
Figure 6 

 
Figure 7 

Drawings of E-unit and Wiring Diagram 
An e-unit drawing (Figure 6) shows the 
working parts, which are wired to the motor 
as shown in this diagram (Figure 7).  

Overhauling the E-Unit - To begin the 
overhaul, I unsoldered the brush plate 
cover, while leaving the e-unit wires 
attached to it.  Then I flipped the unit over 
so the on-off lever was pointing up (Photo 
Below), and popped open the sides by 
spreading the jaws of a pair of pliers 
(Figure 8).  This revealed the drum, 
plunger and pawl that hooks on the drum 
teeth to rotate it, along with electrical 
contact fingers that press on the drum 
contacts to activate forward – neutral – 
reverse as the drum rotates.   

 

 
Figure 8 

Drawing of Pliers and E-unit 
After removal from the frame, the e-unit is 
positioned so the on-off lever is pointing 
up before popping open the sides with a 
pair of pliers (Figure 8) to reveal the 
internal parts.  
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Two sets of contact “fingers” are required 
(Below), one two finger set (left) fits 
horizontally under the drum, and another 
four finger set (right) fits vertically behind 
the drum as illustrated in Figures 6 and 7.  

 
Close-up 2 Sets of Finger Contacts 

Two sets of e-unit contact fingers energize and 
rotate a drum to determine train direction as 
shown in Figures 6 and 7.  
 
The image below shows the installed four 
finger set before the drum is installed.  A 
toothpick holds back the pawl during 
reassembly.  

  
 
Clean and Check the Finger Sets – After 
removal, the two contact finger sets will be 
covered with grime (Next Column Photo).  
Each finger should be carefully cleaned 
with an eraser, or Scotch-BriteTM Abrasive 

Pad, to remove the grime.  Examine each 
finger to be sure it’s not pitted or worn 
down, as the entire contact strip would 
need to be replaced.  

 
2 Sets of Grimy E-Unit Contact  

After removal from the e-unit, the two sets of 
contacts need to be cleaned by carefully 
rubbing each finger with a soft eraser or 
Scotch-Brite Abrasive pad while supporting 
the other side of the finger.  
 
Clean and Check the Drum – The drum is 
the heart of any e-unit.  When removed, it 
will usually be covered with grime (Photo 
Below), but shines up nicely after cleaning 
with an eraser or Scotch-Brite Abrasive 
Pad (Top Right Next Page).  It’s important 
to inspect the drum to be sure the teeth are 
not worn down, the copper isn’t pitted 
and the end posts that the drum rotates on 
in the frame are not worn or broken.   

 

The cleaned 
four-finger 
contact is 
installed in 
the e-unit 
frame 
before the 
drum is 
installed.   
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Close-up of Clean Drum 

The drum is the heart of an e-unit.  When 
removed, it’s covered with grime (Previous 
Page), but shines after cleaning with a soft 
eraser or Scotch-Brite Abrasive Pad (Above) 
 
After cleaning, the drum is installed back 
into holes in the frame (Below) so it rests 
on the four contact fingers.  Looking at the 
side of the e-unit (Top Right Next 
Column) shows contact strip slots, a hole 
that secures the drum and a vertical slot 
that the plunger pawl travels in when it’s 
turning the drum. 

 
Drum Installed in E-unit 

After cleaning, the drum is installed back into 
holes in the frame so it rests on the four 
contact strip fingers.   

 
Side View of E-Unit 

This e-unit side view shows contact strip 
slots, one of two holes that secure the drum 
and one of the two vertical slots that the 
plunger pawl travels in when it’s turning the 
drum.  
The final step is to slide the two-finger 
contact into slots in the sides of the e-unit.  

 
Bottom of E-Unit Showing Drum and 2 Finger 

Contact Strip 
The final step to reassembling an e-unit is to 
slide the cleaned two finger contact strip into 
slots in the sides of the e-unit.  It is protected 
by a metal shield because it’s located on the 
bottom of the unit.  
 
This contact is attached to a protective 
metal shield on the bottom of the e-unit.  
These fingers rest on the copper drum 
contacts.  
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Drum Installed in E-unit 

E-unit wires are neatly bundled together and 
slipped into a sleeve that is secured to the e-
unit back with a clip.  
 
Fixing a Loose “On-Off” Lever – A loose 
lever results in poor performance.  While 
the top of the e-unit around the 
electromagnet can be removed to tighten 
the nut that holds the lever, an easier fix is 
to apply a drop of solder on the e-unit 
contact to create a bump that will firmly 
hold the lever end (Below). 

 
E-Unit Lever 

A simple way to fix a loose e-unit “on-off” 
lever is to apply a drop of solder to the e-unit 
contact, which creates a bump that firmly 
holds the lever end.  
Completed Overhaul – Illuminated by 
two lamps, all of the overhauled 

components are shown mounted on the 
frame. All metal surfaces, including plated 
screws, were shined with Mothers Mag 
Wheel Cleaner.  

 
Final Overhauled Frame with Lit Lamps 

Illuminated by two lamps, all of the 
overhauled components can be seen mounted 
on the frame.   
 
Give It a Try  

I hope this article succeeded in giving you 
an overview of some the key aspects of 
overhauling and/or converting a Post-War 
Lionel engine, and encourages you to start 
a project of your own.  

 
Bob’s converted NYC 620 Switcher is now 
hard-at-work along his Water Level Route 
layout. 
 
The following products are trademarks, or 
registered trademarks, of:      
Krylon® - Sherwin-Williams Co. 
WD-40® - WD-40 Co. 
Dremel® - Bosch Tool Corp. – Robert Bosch GmbH 
Mothers® - Mothers Polishes, Waxes and Cleaners 
Inc. 
Testors® - Rust-Oleum Group 
Lubriplate® - Lubriplate Lubricants Co.  
Micro SolTM - Microscale Industries 
Scotch-BriteTM - 3M Company 
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Unique 3-Dimensional NYCS Plaques 

     
NYC E-8s in Lightning Stripe and Green Cigar Band Livery 

    

NYC E-8s in Grey Cigar Band and NYC Mohawk 
E-8s are $245.00 MSRP and $208.25 for NYCSHS Members 

Mohawks are $255.00 MSRP and $216.75 for NYCSHS Members 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

These beautiful locomotives have never been offered by the NYCSHS and we just recently 
concluded an agreement with Stoddart’s LTD. Company to craft some of these to decorate 
the walls of the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  When we saw them we immediately began 
working with Stoddart’s to set up a dealer agreement so all of you members would have the 
opportunity to add these to your collections. These are exquisite works of art and come in 
accurate color schemes.  They are lighted and measure 28” X 24”. 

They are available for order now and take about 28 days to ship as each is made to order for 
us at Stoddart’s.  Each is hand crafted in wood, painted, and shipped in damage proof 
containers directly from Stoddart’s in Georgia.    

http://www.nycshs.net/Stoddarts-LTD-Company_c_153.html		
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Unique NYCL & NYCS Logo Plaques 

 

NYC Lines, NYC System, Cigar Band, and Experimental NYC Logo 

    

Big Four, B & A, P&LE, and MCRR 

    

NYCSHS, 20th Century Limited, & Empire State Express 

All plaques are $75.00 MSRP and $63.75 for NYCSHS Members 
Except MCRR, 20th Century Limited, Empire State Express, and NYCSHS, which are 

$80.00 MSRP and $68.00 for NYCSHS Members. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
These beautiful logos have never been offered by the NYCSHS and we just recently added 
some of these to decorate the walls of the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  We concluded an 
agreement with Stoddart’s so all of you members could add these to your collections. These 
are exquisite works of art and come in accurate color schemes.  They measure approximately 
17” X 23”.  Some are slightly larger and some slightly smaller. 

They are available for order now and take about 28 days to ship as each is made to order for 
us at Stoddart’s.  Each is hand crafted in wood, painted, and shipped in damage proof 
containers directly from Stoddart’s in Georgia.    

http://www.nycshs.net/Stoddarts-LTD-Company_c_153.html  
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     Article by Seth Lakin       Photos by Seth except as noted 
The year was 1938 and New York 
Central’s Hudson was the king of the 
mainline passenger trains; the J-3a class 
was only two years old.  The L-3 and L-4 
Mohawks as well as the S-1 Niagaras were 
still in the future when a little diesel 
emerged from Electro Motive 
Corporation’s LaGrange, Illinois plant - 
the SW1.  While not the first diesel 
locomotive from EMC, it would be the first 
locomotive to be powered by a new prime 
mover, a 567-cubic inch per cylinder V-6.  

NYC 8406 is seen with NYC 19911 a plywood 
sided 19000 series caboose in Chicago, Illinois 
on June 11, 1966. Marty Bernard Photo 

Jim Boyd wrote in the July 1974 Railroad 
Model Craftsman, “If it is possible to think 
of a historically significant locomotive as 
cute, the SW1 would have to qualify.  Its 
lines were neat, but it bulged at the ends 
as if to try and make the oversized frame 
fit better.  Its overall appearance with 
small hood, jaunty bell, long platforms 
and big ‘feet’ reminds one of a St. Bernard 
puppy, with a little tender loving care, a 
SW1 looks like it will grow up to a SD40.”  
The SW1 would go on to be built for 87 
railroad and industrial operators with 
likely hundreds more operators acquiring 

the locomotives second hand.  A total of 
661 locomotives were built between 1938 
and 1953.  It had the longest production 
span of any EMD model until the SD40-2.  

The New York Central purchased a total of 
103 SW1’s built between 1939 and 1950, 
the most of any railroad.  The NYC 
engines went on to serve Penn Central, 
Chicago River & Indiana, Conrail, Amtrak 
and numerous industries. 

The NYC had two classes of SW1’s, the 
DES-5 with subclasses a to e and the DES-6 
with subclasses a to g.  The only difference 
between the classes is that the DES-6 was 
ballasted heavier than the DES-5.  The 
DES-5 class weighed between 195,700 and 
200.000 pounds.  The DES-6 weighed 
between 222,100 and 224,700 pounds.  On 
average, the DES-6 classes were 12% 
heavier than the DES-5 classes.  In 1966 
with the pending merger with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, both the DES-5 
and DES-6 were reclassified as the ES-6.  

DES-5c 591 is at LaSalle Street Station in 
Chicago on October 31, 1965. Chuck Zeiler 
Photo 

Both the DES-5 and DES-6 could be seen 
system wide.  Assignments for this little 
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switcher would not necessarily be drilling 
long strings of cars at classification yards 
across the system, but assigned to small 
outpost yards, branch lines and industrial 
areas.  A 1955 assignment sheet shows 24 
locomotives assigned to Lines East, 36 
assigned to Lines West, 35 to the Michigan 
Central and eight to the Big Four.  By the 
1960s, it appears that most locomotives 
were clustered around Chicago, Northern 
Indiana, and Michigan.  

Another common assignment for theses 
switchers was working passenger 
terminals.  Classes DES-5a, DES-6a and 
DES-6e were all built with end buffers and 
air signals specifically for passenger 
switcher assignments.  Over time other 
locomotives had buffers added, but by the 
late 1960s most had their buffers removed.  

The road numbers NYC SW1’s wore 
changed over time as well.  Many SW1’s 
wore three different NYC numbers, while 
some road number slots had two different 
SW1s assigned at different times. The DES-
5a and DES-5b were built in 1939 and 1943 
respectively and were numbered 574-584.  
While the heavier DES-6 was built 
between 1939 and 1942 in sub-classes from 
DES-6a to DES-6g, they were numbered 
600-654.  In 1949, all of the DES-6 class was 
renumbered to 650-714 to make room for 
additional DES-5 locomotives.  The 
additional DES-5c to DES-5e units were 
built in 1949 and 1950; these were 
numbered from 585-621.  In 1966, in 
preparation for the pending merger with 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, all the 
locomotives were renumbered.  The 575-
621 numbered DES-5s were renumbered to 
8400-8447, while the 650-714 numbered 
DES-6 were renumbered to 8448-8500.  
Two DES-6 locomotives with numbers 667 
(originally 617) and 696 (originally 646) 

were retired prior to the 1966 
renumbering, spaces in the 8400 series 
were not allotted for these two.  

SW1 Phases 

The SW1 has been covered in the 
modeling press over the years.  A three 
part series appeared in the February, April 
and July 1992 Mainline Modeler and an 
article in the January 1992 Railmodel Journal 
detailed the three major phases of the 
SW1.  It should also be noted that the so-
called phases of a locomotive were 
devised by the rail fan and modeler 
community to differentiate production 
changes over time.  These phases were 
never an official EMC/EMD designation.  
With locomotives starting with the 5th 
SW1 built in 1938, to some the last SW1’s 
built in 1950, NYC SW1’s cover the three 
major production phases.    

DES-6a 600 was built in Feb. 1939, the fifth 
SW1 built. Delivered with a gray body and 
black frame and trucks, it was typical of the 
first few NYC SW1’s delivered. NYCSHS 
Collection 

Details of the Phase I locomotives are 
evident in the builder’s photo of DES-6a 
600.  These details include a short exhaust 
stack and side corner handrails that do not 
extend below the top of the frame and did 
not have a center stanchion.  Other 
identifying features include the stepped 
area in the hood in front of the cab and cab 
windows.  In what appears to be a NYC 
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only specification, all locomotives were 
delivered with an air whistle instead of the 
more common air horn.  DES-5a and 5b as 
well as DES-6a, 6b and 6c all had these 
features.  

Phase Ib 

Beginning with mid-1940 locomotive 
deliveries, two changes came to handrails.  
The ends of the side handrails next to the 
corner steps were extended below the top 
of the frame, and a stanchion was added 
on each of the four side handrails.  These 
locomotives have been dubbed Phase Ib 
locomotives, which included DES-6d, 6e, 
6f, and 6g classes. 

Phase Ic 

When locomotive production resumed at 
the end of World War II, the design of the 
exhaust stacks had changed.  Gone were 
short exhaust stacks, replaced with the 
iconic conical EMD switcher stack.  While 
no NYC locomotives were built to this sub 
phase, eventually all delivered NYC 
locomotives took on the looks of this 
phase.  Conical stacks and later design 
handrails soon were added to every 
previously delivered DES-5 and DES-6.  

Phase II  

NYC 8435 is seen on April 26, 1969 at Bay 
City, Michigan with a Century Green transfer 
caboose. Dennis Schmidt Photo 

In late 1948 when EMD opened a plant in 
Cleveland, Ohio for the production of 
switchers, the phase II SW1 was built 
there.  Changes to the design include a 
straight frame and an angled hood section 
in front of the cab.  The previous frame 
design had a small curved piece that 
dropped below the bottom of the frame 
beside each step.  The new design has the 
bottom of the frame straight from step to 
step.  Also changed was the top of the 
hood directly in front of the cab.  The 
stepped section was replaced with a single 
sloped section.  A cab heater vent below 
the engineer’s front window also appeared 
at this time.  The 25 members of DES-5c 
were built to specifications of this phase.   

Phase IIIa 

NYC 611 shows common details of a phase III. 
Rectangular cab windows and a dual beam 
headlight are evident. Chicago May 9, 1965 
Chuck Zeiler Photo   

Changes came to the production design in 
1950 resulting in the phase III model.  
These changes included replacing the 
arched cab windows with rectangular 
windows and replacing the louvered 
radiator vents on top of the hood with 
“chicken wire” radiator screens.  While not 
necessarily a design change, Pyle dual 
beam headlights became the standard 
headlight replacing the Pyle single 
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headlights that appeared on previous 
locomotives.  DES-5d and 5e were built to 
specifications for this phase.  The phase 
IIIb SW1 had cut outs in the corner step 
risers for better inspection of the draft 
gear.  The New York Central did not have 
any locomotives of this sub-phase. 

Detail Changes Over Time 

657 is at Chicago Union Station with a string 
of head ends cars. A canvas radiator cover, 
plated cab windows and an amber cab roof 
light are all details added after delivery from 
EMD. February 27, 1965. Chuck Zeiler Photo 

The deliveries of the SW1 to the NYC took 
place over the course of nearly 13 years.  
During that time production changes 
made locomotives look different, but 
detail changes were made to the 
locomotives over time as well.  The most 
visible changes accrued to the early 
locomotives.  The short exhaust stacks of 
the Phase Ia and Phase Ib locomotives 
were replaced with cylindrical stacks early 
on.  The cylindrical stack was 15½ inches 
in diameter, 33¼ inches tall with a cowl 
around the original stack.  These were 
later replaced with the standard EMD 
conical stack beginning in 1949.  Also the 
side handrails that did not extend below 
the deck plate in Phase Ia were changed to 
the standard side handrail configuration of 
later locomotives.  These changes made 

the NYC Phase Ia and Ib locomotives 
indistinguishable from a later phase Ic.  

The addition of louvered plates to the side 
of the hood, spark deflectors, amber lights 
to the cab roof, arm rests, canvas or steel 
sun shades or bay windows to the cab 
windows, addition or removal of coupler 
buffers and radio antenna were all detail 
changes over time.  Some of the 
locomotives had the front arched cab 
windows plated over.  At least one 
locomotive had its arched windows 
modified to rectangular windows.  
Locomotives delivered before WWII came 
equipped with air whistles; locomotives 
delivered afterward came with a single air 
horn.  Some locomotives had the air 
whistles replaced with horns and some 
had horns relocated to the roof and some 
were equipped with dual horns.  

 

NYC 8455 is shown in Chicago on April 7, 
1966. This DES6-b was originally numbered 
607 when built in 1939. As built it had the 
details of a phase 1a, with added changes 
including the EMD conical exhaust stack and 
side hand rails that go below the top of the 
frame, it now has the look of a phase 1c SW1. 
Marty Bernard Photo 

Some of the single headlights were 
modified with a kit available from the 
Pyle-National Company to convert to dual 
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headlights while retaining the cylindrical 
shape of the single headlight.  Later on the 
cab heater vents on Phase II and III 
locomotives were plated over.  Some 
engines had a plate attached to the end 
handrails where the NYC cigar band 
herald was displayed. 

Paint Schemes 

The first 23 SW1s were delivered with a 
gray body with white Roman lettering 
with a black frame and trucks.  Only DES-
5a (574-579) and DES-6a and DES-6b (600-
616) received this scheme.  By late 1939 all 
future locomotives were delivered in all 
black with Gothic lettering.  Overtime 
small radio logos, white chevrons on the 
pilot ends and white frame stripes were 
added.  Some locomotives had a script 
oval logo applied to the cab sides.  The 
cigar band logo was applied to the cab and 
a few locomotives had a plate with cigar 
logo added to the end handrails.  When 
renumbering to the 8400 series took place 
in 1966, most had the numbers painted out 
with new numbers added.  Many times the 
old number was hastily painted out and 
could be seen showing through.   

NYC 8446 is at Jackson, Michigan in July 26, 
1969. Originally built as 620 in October 1950, 
detail changes of the phase III SW1 can be 
seen; dual headlights, sloped hood and 
rectangular cab windows. Not visible in this 
view are the “chicken wire” radiators behind 
the bell. Phase III radiators have chicken wire 
grills while earlier versions have louvers. 
Dennis Schmidt Photo 

With all the detail and paint variations I 
doubt that any of the locomotives were 
truly identical by the time of the Penn 
Central merger in 1968. 

Chicago River & Indiana 

1939 built DES-6b 604-608 were assigned 
to the Chicago River & Indiana, a 
switching road in Chicago in 1940.  These 
locomotives were lettered with New York 
Central System on the sides and small 
CR&I on the cab.  Then in 1949 these were 
renumbered to 654-658.  This assignment 
lasted until 1951.  Another ten locomotives 
were assigned to the CR&I in 1964, but not 
lettered for the CR&I until after the Penn 
Central Merger.   

Odds and Ends 

For some unknown reason while assigned 
to the Chicago River & Indiana in 1967, 
DES-5a 8403 (originally 577, serial 856) and 
DES-5c 8430 (originally 604 serial 6410) 
were retired.  Since the CR&I was going to 
be a separate railroad from the Penn 
Central, DES-5c 8415 (originally 589, serial 
6395) was renumbered to 8403 and DES-6d 
8474 (originally 627 renumbered to 677 
serial 1259) was renumbered to 8430.  
Then the original 8403 and 8430 were 
renumbered to 8415 and 8474 for official 
retirement.   Also it should be noted that 
NYC 705 preserved on the Adirondack 
Scenic Railway is a former Louisville & 
Nashville locomotive and was never 
owned by the NYC.  

Life beyond New York Central - Penn 
Central 

Eleven of the 103 NYC SW1’s had been 
retired before the merger with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in 1968.  82 SW1’s 
were transferred to Penn Central wearing 
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their numbers that were assigned in 1966 
in preparation of the merger. 

Penn Central 8424, originally NYC 598 and 
then renumbered to 8424 sits at Sharonville, 
Ohio on August 25, 1972. Robert Farkas Photo 

Life beyond New York Central - Chicago 
River & Indiana 

CR&I 8420 rests between assignments at 
Chicago, Illinois on November 16, 1975. Jim 
Gavin Photo 

Ten locomotives were assigned to 
subsidiary switching railroad Chicago 
River and Indiana at the time of the Penn 
Central merger and then were lettered for 
the CR&I.  These locomotives were 8400, 
8403, 8406, 8420, 8430, 8437, 8444, 8453, 
8459 and 8498.  The 8403 and 8430 were 
the second SW1’s to wear that number.  
The original 8403 and 8430 were retired 
and other locomotives were renumbered 
to keep active SW1’s in the number spot.   

Life beyond New York Central - Conrail 

Conrail 8414, originally 588 then renumbered 
to 8414 where it would retain that number 
through Penn Central and on to Conrail. 
Secaucus, New Jersey; October 31, 1979. Jim 
Gavin Photo 

Conrail 8447 and 8498 with New York Central 
lettering showing through work the Coach 
yard at Chicago Union Station. The 8447 was 
originally 621 then took the number 8447 in 
1966, while 8498 was originally numbered 652 
then renumbered to 702 then renumbered again 
to 8498, which it would wear though Penn 
Central and to Conrail. Chicago, September 
1979. Chuck Zeiler Photo 

Penn Central was merged with other 
Northeast railroads to form Conrail in 
1976.  The 64 ex-NYC units that remained 
on the active roster and the ten SW1s that 
were assigned to the Chicago River & 
Indiana at the Penn Central merger were 
all transferred to Conrail wearing the same 
numbers assigned in 1966.  There were six 
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Conrail SW1s in the 8400 series that were 
not former New York Central units.  Two 
Lehigh Valley and four Central Railroad of 
New Jersey SW1s joined the Conrail roster 
and were numbered into vacant number 
spots between 8404-8422.  

Life beyond New York Central – Amtrak 

Amtrak 736 has a pair of SDP40F locos in 
tow.  Originally NYC 651 then renumbered to 
701 it was then again renumbered to 8497. 
Chicago October 1979. Chuck Zeiler Photo 

Amtrak 732, originally NYC 605 and 
renumbered to 8431, along with fellow EMD 
switcher, Burlington Northern NW2 543 wait 
for their turn at Canal St. in Chicago as a 
freight trailed by a Chicago & Northwestern 
caboose passes by on the St Charles Airline 
above. June 7, 1982. Chuck Zeiler Photo 

In 1976 eight former NYC engines that 
were assigned Conrail numbers were sold 
to Amtrak. These became their 243-250.  

By, 1978, these were later renumbered to 
730-737 to make room for increasing 
numbers of new F40PH locomotives.  

In the next issue of NYCentral Modeler, join 
us as we model two versions of the NYC 
SW1 in HO scale. 

NYC 8435 a phase II units is one of the units 
modeled in the next issue of NYCentral 
Modeler. 

 

NYC 580 floats by the crossing on its way to 
the next issue of the NYCentral Modeler. 
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NYC DES-5 & DES-6 Roster 
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If you have computer graphics and/or 
CAD experience we need your help.   

The Society has several advertising and 
outreach programs that could use the 
assistance of someone with some artistic 
ability to help us improve the graphics in 
our advertising. 

This work can be done at home and 
requires only a very few hours a month for 
support.  

We also need someone with CAD 
experience to help us with developing  

 

drawings of various NYCS structures from 
sketches and photos. 

This work can also be done from home 
and requires only a few hours a month. 

If you would be interested in volunteering 
for either of these positions, please send an 
email to NYCSHS@verizon.net or call Noel 
Widdifield at 703-407-3059 who will 
explain all of the details of what is 
involved.   
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Rich Stoving’s “Last Layout” 

  
Past President, Rich Stoving gave a talk at the 2017 Convention, “Last Layout”, on his current and 
last layout. He also purchased a modern phone with a camera replacing his flip phone that he has 
used for years. He took some photos of his layout and shared them with us.  (Above) L-3a 3005, 
famous as the “Mohawk That Refused to Abdicate,” rolls an eastbound freight through Manitou, 
New York. (Below) Approaching Breakneck Tunnel 

 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2017 76	

 
5451 approaching Bear Mountain Tunnel on Rich’s layout.  Rich retired as the NYCSHS President at 
the NYCSHS annual meeting, but continues as a director and the editor of the Central Headlight and 
as the modeler that he has been for years. 
 

 
Doug Leffler’s Photo Collection 

 

   
 
In the late 1960's Indianapolis Power & Light was still using a fireless steam locomotive for minor 
switching around their power plant in Indianapolis.  Dubbed a fireless "cooker" which used 
pressurized excess steam from the plant, the 0-4-0 no. 1 (Porter-built in 1950) is pictured above. 
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The Porter 0-4-0 is shown in the photos on the previous page and above, taken on a cold, blustery 
day in late November 1969.  Note that no. 1 has spotted the hoppers over a controlled fire pit to 
thaw out the hopper doors for unloading.  Doug thanks his late friend Dave Sweetland, who had just 
moved from Jackson to Indianapolis, for driving them to the other side of town to see this little gem 
of an engine. (All four Photos by Doug Lefflier) Looks like an interesting modeling project for one 
of you readers. 
 

 

Ed Enyedy’a Turntable Project 

 
During the NYCSHS 2014 Convention while visiting the Age of Steam, Ed was told that their entire 
project began with determining the best place to center the turntable.  Ed decided then, that he would 
do the same thing. In the next edition he tells us about his turntable location and how he built the 
turntable. 
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Roger Murphy’s Chapter 3 on the Weekawken Terminal 
 

 
Reminding you that Roger reminds us that the “Devil is in the Details” in the third of his ongoing 
series on the NYC’s Weehawken Terminal that he models in HO-scale. This article will tell us about 
his adventures in making his model version of the Terminal come alive and also tells us about a few 
mistakes he made in the process and how he corrected them. It promises to be an interesting article. 
Look for it in the October issue. 
 

Bob Shaw Continues His NYCS O-Gauge Model Railroading Story 

 
Bob’s regular feature will tell us how he dressed up a Lionel grain elevator with computer-generated 
decals in next quarter’s edition. This technique provides custom signs for any scale layout.  
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 
 

Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be and where it was found. Send your answers 
to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Some more of the wonderful ads from the 1950s    
We found some vintage advertisements for the New York Central and wanted to share them.    

                      
 

All of these ads tell us of the strength of the NYCS during this time period.  The future did not look 
too bright however, and it wouldn’t be long until all of this steam power was replaced with diesels. 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                     

These ads appeared during WW II and shortly after emphasizing the excellent condition of the 
mighty NYCS at that time.  It was not unusual to find these ads in most of the leading magazines of 
the day. 

                         

The ad on the left touts the vacation possiblities available by traveling on the NYC. The one on the 
right is from an ealier age and sells the pleasures of train travel for palisades, rivers, mountains, 
lakes and falls to be seen on the NYC&HR RR. 
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The upcoming 2018 NYCSHS Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH. The poster pictured remindes 
us that it is never too early to begin to think about the next convention.  This one promises to 
provide exiting tours, presentations, new models and lots of NYCS enthusiasts.  The 2017 convention 
was a huge success and this upcoming one promises to provide lots of excitement too 

 
Noel Widdifield’s neighbor from when he lived in Virginia with his wife and grandson looking at his 
Maryland NYCS layout.  Little kids still love watching the trains.  Be sure to share your railroad 
with these potential NYCS fans. 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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NYC Coalboxes 
(Five	Coalbox	Set	-	Ready	for	Painting)	

 
The purpose of the NYC coalbox was to have a stock of coal available for use in small 
structures and facilities that lacked a dedicated coal storage area.  Shanties and small stations 
would get their heating coal from nearby coalboxes.  Every time there was a need for coal, 
someone would walk over with a bucket or two and carry it back to their work area to stoke 
their stoves. 
 
A MOW train periodically resupplied the coalboxes.  A hopper or a gondola loaded with 
coal would stop next to the box and the coal would be shoveled or chuted directly into the 
bins through the open roof hatch. 

 
Standard	Coalbox	Resin	Kit	Includes:	

 2	One-Bin	Coalbox 
 1	Three-Bin	Coalbox 
 1	Two-Bin	Coalbox	-	Closed	Hatch 
 1	Two-Bin	Coalbox	-	Open	Hatch	

 
All	Solid	Castings	and	Ready	to	Paint	
	
Non-members price is $28.00. NYCSHS Members’ Price $24.95  
	
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html 
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NYC Battery House 
(Ready for Painting) 

 
Kit	comes	unpainted.		Image	is	of	completed	and	painted	model.	

	
MSRP	$22.50	NYCSHS	Members'	Price	$17.55	

	
Shipping	is	extra	and	Ohio	residents	pay	8%	Ohio	sales	tax.	

	
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html	

	
NYCSHS	2017	Convention	T-Shirt 

 
These are 100% cotton and come in gray in sizes S,M, L, XL, XXL and XXXL, with and 

without pockets.  Non-members’ price $25.00.  Members’ price $17.00 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay Ohio sales tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/T-Shirts_c_31.html  
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NYCS Books 

 
Through fabulous imagery, four specially commissioned maps, and authoritative text, Brian 
Solomon and Mike Schafer show why the Central was a classic in every sense.  From 1902 
to 1967, the Central operated the most famous passenger train in the world: the esteemed 
20th Century Limited.  Additionally, NYC's mechanical department developed the legendary 
4-6-4 Hudson-type steam locomotive. Although the NYC ceased to exist in 1968, it's alive 
and well in this 2nd Edition volume printed by Andover Junction in 2007. 

 
Non-members’ price  $36.95.  NYCSHS members’ price $29.60. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay Ohio Sales Tax. 

 

 
This book contains more then 200 black & white and color photos, as well as dinnerware, 
menus, advertisements, route maps, and interior views.  Together with Karl Zimmermann’s 
excellent captions and text, you get a dramatic account of the "most famous train in the 
world". 156 pages, hardbound (8½ x 11”) w/ dust jacket. 

Non-members’ price  $34.95.  NYCSHS members’ price $31.50. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Andover-Junction_c_151.html 
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Bluford	Shops	N-Scale	NYC	8-Panel	2-Bay	Hopper	

 

Comes as singles, pairs and three-packs 

This group of New York Central 8-panel hoppers was the result of a rebuilding project. A large group 
of hoppers built by NYC in 1940 was sent to Greenville Car in 1953 and emerged as 8-panel hoppers 
in this striking brown and black paint scheme. 

 

These ready-to-run cars feature: die cast slope sheet-hopper bay-center sill assembly; injection molded 
plastic sides, ends, and hopper doors; fully molded brake tank, valve and air lines; body mounted 
brake hose detail; load; body mounted magnetically operating knuckle couplers; close coupling; and 
Fox Valley Models metal wheels.  NYC Brown with black underframe. 

 
Delivery Scheduled for 4th Qtr. 2017. 

 
 

Singles MSRP $24.95 each. NYCSHS members’ price $19.96. 
2-Pack MSRP $49.90 each. NYCSHS members’ price $39.92. 
3-Pack MSRP $74.85 each. NYCSHS members’ price $59.88. 

 
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 
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Boston & Albany Photo DVD 
Over 400 Photos and Drawings 

From the NYCSHS Archive 

 

 
 

Non-members price is $30.00. NYCSHS Members’ Price $24.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
 

Free Shipping but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 
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Eastern	Seaboard	Models	N-Scale	NYC	&	P&LE			
Despatch	Shops	X65	Boxcars	

	

	
#224101 — New York Central, #78700 
#224102 — New York Central, #78722 

#224201 — Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, #6923 
The Despatch Shops X65 Boxcar will be the first model of this prototype, in 
any scale.  Initially built for the New York Central and subsidiary Pittsburgh & 
Lake Erie, the bulk of the fleet was built during the Penn Central era. Lehigh 
Valley also received a number of cars during the 1970s.  Conrail inherited the 
New York Central, Penn Central and Lehigh Valley fleets. 
 
The model features a newly tooled body and will utilize the X58 Boxcar underframe and 
body detail components.  The model will feature ASF Ride-Control roller-bearing trucks 
with metal wheelsets, etched end platforms and body-mounted Micro-Trains compatible 
magnetic knuckle couplers. 

Pre-order by July 31, 2017.  Delivery Scheduled for December 2017. 
MSRP $TBD each. NYCSHS members’ price $TBD and that is 20% off MSRP. 
To	Reserve	You	Must	Pay	a	$20.00	non-refundable	deposit.	

	
When	Models	Ship	You	Will	be	Billed	for	Balance. 

Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Eastern-Seaboard-Models-N-Scale_c_79.html	
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NYCSHS Backpack 

	
2017 NYCSHS backpack is 100% polyester. This deluxe backpack has 3 roomy zippered 
interior compartments, 2 outside mesh pockets, padded shoulder straps for comfortable 
weight distribution, convenient top loop for quick carrying, and adjustable straps and 
buckles for carrying additional items outside the pack.   

MSRP $25.00.  NYCSHS Members’ Price $20.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Memorabilia_c_22.html  

 
New York Central Systems Plaques 

	

	 	 	 	

Wooden Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing all of the major components of 
the NYC railroad. These beautiful works of art are available in a variety of logos of the New 
York Central and subsidiaries. Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad 
memorabilia room. These are not the flimsy metal logos but are crafted from wood and 
painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being used to decorate the conference room in 
the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

MSRP $75.00 - $80.00 NYCSHS Members’ Price $63.75 - $68.00 
Shipping is added and Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax. 

http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2017 90	

Colorful NYC Mohawk & E-8 Three-Dimensional Art 
	

    
 

This 24" X 22" Wooden 3-Dimensional NYC Locomotive Plaques are painted in 
accurate colors. These beautiful works of art are available in two locomotive 
versions. The E-8 is available in Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band in traditional 
Black & Silver, Gray & Silver or Green.  

Locomotive Plaques are painted in accurate colors representing these NYCS locomotives. 
These beautiful works of art are three-dimensional plaques that stand out from the wall and 
have working lights.  Purchase one or more to hang in your train or railroad memorabilia 
room. These are crafted from wood and painted in accurate brilliant colors.  They are being 
used to decorate the conference room in the new NYCSHS Headquarters.  

 They are sold at train shows and have only just become available to us and are priced at 
15% below retail for NYCSHS members. 

MSRP $245.00 - $255.00  NYCSHS Members’ Price $216.75 - $208.25 
Members’ prices are the lowest you can find anywhere. 

Ohio residents add 8.0% sales tax.  
http://www.nycshs.net/Memorabilia_c_22.html 
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NYC 19000 Tongue and Groove Wood Side Caboose Kit  

(HO-Scale) 

 

We only have a few of these.  They are different from the plywood side cabooses. 

Other than the NYC Hudson locomotive, the 19000 series cabooses with their distinctive low cupola 
were an icon of the New York Central Railroad for many of us.  These cabooses lasted from the early 
1900s well into the 1960s.  Many of these cabooses were inherited from predecessor railroads but 
were rebuilt between 1912 and 1926 with common features resulting in more than 2000 of these so-
called standard wooden cabooses. 
 
This model represents these standard tongue and groove wood sided cars.  Some served until the 
end of the railroad. 
 
This model is a craftsman kit and requires purchase of trucks and couplers that are not included with 
the kit. The kits come with a set of decals so that you can number the caboose as you wish. 
 
These kits are not of the same model of caboose that we have commissioned to be delivered next year 
as ready-to-run models of the tongue and groove versions of this caboose.   
 
The MSRP for these kits is $59.95, but are offered to NYCSHS members for 20% off at $47.96 plus 
shipping and handling costs.  Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/American-Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-Scale_c_76.html 
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Accurail HO-Scale 36' Wood Boxcars 

 

 

 
This new Accurail model is the first widely available, 36-foot boxcar model introduced since the 
MDC/Roundhouse cars in the early 1970s. The model represents a newer prototype and many lasted in service 
until the K brake interchange ban of 1953. Several railroads upgraded the brake systems for continued service. 
Other lines used these cars in maintenance service after 1953, while some lines converted the cars to cabooses, 
rider cars, and line side sheds over the years. The P&LE, CI&S, and PMcK&Y are wood end cars; the NYC, 
B&A and CCC&StL cars have steel ends. B&A car (bottom photo) is specially lettered and numbered for the 
NYCSHS.  We only have a very limited number of these cars. Decals are also available to change the numbers 
on these cars. 

For all but limited edition.  MSRP $17.98 each. NYCSHS members’ $14.38.   
Limited edition B&A.  MSRP $27.50 each. NYCSHS members’ $22.00.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives (DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
Now Available in a Digital Version 

MSRP $35.00  NYCSHS Members' Price is $27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP. 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.html 
 

Books, Books, Books 

	

	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at:  
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Morning-Sun_c_102.html	
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TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Section House Kit	 

 
 

This section house was the mainstay of track maintenance for many decades on railroads. The NYC 
placed their unique structures every few miles on the right of way so crews had ready access to tools 
and supplies. Also, a speeder was stored there so the track gang could move easily up and down their 
assigned stretch of track.  This is an exclusive NYCSHS model.             
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

Non-members’ $53.20.  NYCSHS Members’ $45.00 
Order at: http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html 

 

TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Trackside Structures Kit 

 
Track maintenance and safety were a priority for the NYC.  To keep on top of both took manpower 
and resources. To aid this effort, the railroad placed their standard, 12’ x 18’ section house every few 
miles for easy access by the track gang.  Plus, they used two different styles of privies (pit latrines) 
for the inevitable call of Mother Nature. The switch cabin provided some shelter for the trackmen. 
This kit was designed and produced in conjunction with the NYCS Historical Society.  You will be 
proud to place these buildings on the high iron and secondary lines around your pike. 
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

 Non-members’ $21.99.  NYCSHS Members’ $17.59 
Order at: http://www.nycshs.net/NYCS-Structures_c_129.html  
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NYCSHS Model Offering Thoughts 

Almost daily, Dave Mackay, NYCSHS Modelers Committee Chair, and I review the model offerings 
coming from all of the manufactures available to us.  We review company emails, catalogs, flyers, 
websites, forums and other sources to find NYCS models to offer to our members at discount prices. 

We believe that this is an important service to our members so that they can obtain the latest NYCS 
models that come on the market.  We also do it so that the NYCSHS can generate income from the 
Collinwood Shop to continue to offset the cost of providing our members with unique and important 
services. 

In most cases, these new offerings are advertised by the manufacturers far in advance of the actual 
delivery dates so that they can obtain enough pre-orders to make the model offering viable 
financially. This is how these manufacturers stay in business.  They are in business to make money 
and are not necessarily modelers themselves.  This is important for us to remember.  If they don’t 
make money, they won’t offer models. 

Sometimes this causes the problem of offering models for pre-order and not always delivering them 
on the promised delivery date or sometime not delivering them at all if they don’t get enough pre-
orders. 

None of us like this aspect of the business, but it is a reality.  We receive many complaints from 
members about this part of the business.  But the reality is we must ask you to either pay a deposit or 
pay the full price when you pre-order because we are committed to the number of models we pre-
order from the manufacturer.  We are not in the business of stocking inventory to sell later.  We 
simply cannot afford to do that. 

If we ask for a deposit, we must then contact the person who ordered to ask them to pay the 
remainder of the price of the model. This has caused us a lot of work in the past. Some simply never 
answer us, some take forever to acknowledge our request and some complete the order quickly.  In 
some cases, we have ended up with models we can’t sell or that we must sell at greatly reduced 
prices, losing money. It always amazes us that some people give up the deposit without completing 
the sale. It really helps us if people respond quickly to the request for final payment.  

We are all volunteers and we put in a lot of our time trying to make the Society supportive of our 
members. You can help us if you follow through on any pre-orders, understand that we don’t control 
the manufactures, and continue to purchase items from the store to help the Society remain a 
financial success. 

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts and suggestions to 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net       Thanks, Noel 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we head into the spring modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 4th Qtr. 2017 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as we head into summer. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by August 15, 2017.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part. 

  
 
 
 

  

Preview Of 4th 
Quarter 2017 issue 

 

Roger Murphy will update 
us on his NYC Marine 

Division on his expanding 
layout. 

Will Boyle will tell us about his 
“Hot Train’ in the next issue. 

Bob Shaw continues his feature, 
“NYCS O-Gauge Model 

Railroading” in the October 2017 
issue.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 
photos for the 1st 
Qtr. 2018 edition.  
Let us see your 

handiwork. 




