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OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   

   
NYCSHS member Bob Shaw’s O-Scale Niagara in 

front of his new roundhouse.  See page 38 for 
more of his modeling. 

  
VViissiitt  tthhee  1100tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  SStt..  LLoouuiiss  RRPPMM  

  
Bob Keeler, Chuck Beargie, & Dennis Regan at the 

Show.  Page 25 
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NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective for the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, R.J. Barrett, J. 
Epperson, T.R. Gerbracht, S.H. 
Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Simonaitis, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti: P.T. Carver, 
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
 
 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Proof Editors: Julie Sanders 
  Bob Shaw 
  Ann Widdifield 
Engineering Dept:  Manuel 

Duran-Duran 

Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 

Layout Drawing Artist:  
               Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 15 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Mackay, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Dale Madison, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 75 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
1,500 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and 
O-Scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last three years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Once upon a time, in the days of open platform observation cars, the joys of railfaning from the 
rear end, of watching shining rails recede into the distance, was commonplace, but surely has 
become rarer in the sanitized world of today.  Growing up close to New York City, I had ample 
opportunities to look both forward and backward from the front or rear car door of many a 
subway or elevated train.  While a front-car view was always thrilling, I thought there was a 
special kind of excitement afforded by a rearward view, especially on the elevated lines.  Perhaps 
this was because things that the train passed would pop into view unexpectedly.  Looking 
forward, you knew what was coming up; looking rearward, you were suddenly surprised. 
My tailgate train riding was more-or-less limited to the city’s Transit System until 1952, when our 
family had the summer use of a ski cottage in the Laurentian Mountains north of Montreal, 
Canada.  It was there, at the age of 16 that I learned to drive.   In that more relaxed time, no one 
seemed to care if a kid took a turn at the wheel.  In the nearby town of Ste. Sauveur-des-Monts, 
the local police, who rode around on bicycles, appeared to be more concerned about parking 
violations than driver’s licenses. 

Our two-room summer abode was situated about midway between two rail lines that radiated to 
the northwest from Montreal.   A 93-mile CNR line to Lac Remi passed through Ste. Sauveur, and 
a 158-mile CPR line to Mont Laurier passed through nearby Piedmont.  My dad was a railfan, and 
we frequently visited both depots to watch the comings and goings of short, Pacific-hauled 
passenger trains.   

One fine day the joys of tooling around in the family Ford took a back seat to a new adventure.  
“Want to ride up to Saint Agathe on the train?” my dad asked.  He said he’d drive up and bring 
me back, and he didn’t have to ask twice.  A three-car, wood-and-truss-rods consist soon arrived, 
headed by a quite new G-5 Pacific.  Ticket in hand, I hopped aboard and headed for the tail end.  
My dad snapped the accompanying photo with my box camera just before the train departed.  

As you can see, nothing but a single bar across the rear platform separated me from disaster as 
the handsome 4-6-2 led her consist deeper into the mountains.   The conductor was no more 
concerned for my safety than the local police were for the safety of anyone sharing those 
Canadian country roads with me long ago.  Would that it could be so today. 

                                             

Railfaning from the Read End 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President 
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As I sit here at my computer in Florida, I find it 
hard to believe that we are approaching the 
holiday season again. 

Our tree is up and the house is decorated and my 
thoughts have turned to the wonderful days of my 
childhood at this time of year. 

It was always a time of anticipation, wondering 
what I would receive as a present for my growing 
collection of trains.  At the time I was into 
American Flyer, and I loved the realism of the two-
rail track they used.  The ads and catalog for AF 
were my constant companions for several weeks, 
and I had dreams of one of the realistic 
locomotives that AF offered. 

I suppose that many of you remember those days 
of your childhood and the wonderful anticipation 
that were a part of that time. 

Today I have much of the same feeling of 
anticipation as I look forward to the next edition of 
the magazine and the possibility of new articles 
about our wonderful hobby that some of you send 
to us. 

The NYCS models we have in our Collinwood 
Shop far exceed anything available in my 
childhood. Tell us about how you enjoy them, the 
hobby, and the NYCS in your model railroading. 

If you like what we do or have suggestions, send 
me your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, 
O-, 1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles 
in all scales but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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DDeennnniiss  RReeggaann  &&  BBoobb  KKeeee ll ee rr  ––  1100 tthh  AAnnnnuuaall   SStt..  LLoouuiiss  RRaaii ll rrooaadd  PPrroottoo ttyyppee  MMooddee ll eerrss’’                  
MMeeee tt                                   Page 25 

  
  
  
DDeeaann  AAppooss ttaall   ––  PPaaiinntt iinngg  aanndd  WWeeaatthheerr iinngg  SSoommee  WWeesstt eerr ff ii ee lldd  SSttoocckk  CCaarrss        Page 34  

  
  
He runs an auto parts business in Los Angeles and has designed and tooled many 
mechanical parts. His specialty is DCC conversions on both diesel and steam, and he models 
in HO-scale. He says that while new, and at times naïve, around the function and detail of 
railroads, he has the desire to learn and appreciates the Society’s generosity with 
information they offer to those in need of NYCS information and guidance.	
  
BBoobb  SShhaaww    --  AAddddiinngg  aa  TTuurrnnttaabb ll ee   aanndd  RRoouunnddhhoouussee  ––  BBiigg  HHii ttss  wwii tthh  VViiss ii tt oorrss  Page 38  

 
 
Society).   Here, he peers from the cab of a 1907 Boston & Maine Mogul during a LOTS 
convention tour in New England.  Bob says he looks forward to meeting NYCSHS members 
at one of our conventions.     
 
Bob wrote five previous layout articles about building his creative interpretation of the 
famous NYC Water Level Route.  In Part 6 of this series, he shares some scratch building and 
kitbashing techniques he learned while installing a 30-inch turntable and four-stall 
roundhouse that are a big hit with visitors.   
 

Dean’s uncle worked for New York Central in the East Rochester yards for 
many years. Both his father and he witnessed the Central during the late 
1920s through the 1950s. This is an era he believes all of us would have 
wished we had witnessed. He has always liked the New York Central and 
has fond and memories of the railroad connected to his family. 

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest in the New York 
Central began when he was a boy and continues to be expressed 
today in the O-scale trains he runs and the layouts he builds.  He 
enjoys “talking trains” with friends as a member of TCA (Train 
Collectors Association) and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train 
 

This is the fifth time that Dennis and Bob have represented the 
NYCSHS at the St. Louis meet.  They continue to attend the meet each 
year and take some of the books that the Society has on their website to 
interest visitors at the meet.  They also help people try out the 
“Collinwood Shop”, NYCSHS’ online store.  They displayed some of 
their  & NYCSHS models and a lot of enthusiasm to impress visitors. 
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Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, 
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan.  When not training, they enjoy visiting 
their twin sons, spoiling their two grandchildren, traveling and getting together with 
friends.    

CCaarr ll   SSaarrddaarroo  --  UUppggrraaddiinngg  aann  AAHHMM  OO--SSccaall ee   CC--LLiinneerr                                    Page 48  
  

  
 
buff, and the realism of TT-scale two-rail appealed to him. He asked for some for Christmas 
and got it.  A year or so later, he found Model Railroader and Model Craftsman just as it was 
changing over to model railroading exclusively.  The bug bit hard.  He didn’t lose complete 
interest when girls and cars came along.  When he married, his wife didn’t object to his 
hobby. He and his family moved to northern Dutchess County, NY, north of Poughkeepsie. 
 
As TT fell by the wayside, he got into HO, then N.  In 2001, he went to an open house at the 
Kingston (NY) Model RR Club.  Impressive!  There was an O-scale, two-rail, 110’ x 34’ and 
fully scenicked. They’ve been there in a former NYC maintenance building since 1937.  He 
joined and started working in O Scale.  He is also a member of the NMRA, Hudson Valley 
Division and the Hudson Valley Railroad Society, a group of model railroaders that has 
restored the Hyde Park (Passenger) Train Station to what it was in 1958, when the NYC gave 
it to the Town of Hyde Park.  Activity in these organizations and the local volunteer fire 
department give this retired architect something to do in addition to building models. This is 
Carl’s first article in NYCentral Modeler. 
 
NNooee ll   WWiiddddii ff ii ee lldd  ––  WWrrii tt iinngg  aann  AArrtt ii cc ll ee   ffoorr  tthhee  NNYYCCeennttrraall   MMooddee ll eerr  &&  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  ffoorr  
MMooddee ll   RRaaii ll rrooaadd  OOnn--LLiinnee  PPuubbll ii ccaatt ii oonnss                        Pages 54 & 58  
      

  
  
  
                     

Carl was born in Brooklyn, NY.  He received his first train, an O-27 passenger 
train set, when he was fourteen months old. His Mom used to ask his Dad and his 
brothers whose train set it was.  When he was nine he was given a Lionel O-72 
work train set, led by the 763E Hudson.  He still has that set. When he got it, he 
was required to give the older set to a cousin.  In early teens he ran across an ad 
in Popular Science magazine for TT-Scale.  He was and still is a WW II airplane 

Noel is a long time model railroader starting with an American Flyer set when 
he was six and modeling in HO-scale until 1992 when he switched to 1/29-
scale.  He is a NYCSHS director, treasurer, business manager, webmaster and 
editor of the NYCentral Modeler. He has written numerous articles for on-line 
model railroading magazines and was an editor for LSOL.com’s online 
magazine. He created the current NYCSHS website and online Collinwood 
Shop. He has an extensive, fully landscaped, lighted and signaled 1/29-scale 
indoor layout and a large outdoor 1/20.3 layout.  He has started an HO-scale 
layout in his Florida home to pass the time between NYCSHS work. 



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 8	

The NYCentral Modeler Needs Some Articles 
 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know that many of you think 
that you don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with 
tools to help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know 
more about your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours and a 
camera or cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get 
you started.  Help us help you to tell us about your hobby.  We are interested in all scales 
and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about your 
modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
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N-Scale Locomotives 
Intermountain 

 
NYC EMD F3A & B 
Features: 

 Accurate painting and lettering 
 Multiple road numbers 
 Wire grab irons 
 Etched metal details 
 Equipped with ESU sound decoder or ESU 

non-sound decoder 
 DC available 

DC A unit $129.95, DCC $179.95, DCC w/sound 
$239.95, B unit DC $119.95 DCC $169.95, DCC 
w/sound $229.95  

Expected Delivery Jun/July 2017 
http://intermountain-railway.com/  
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
N-Scale Rolling Stock 
Bluford Shops 

 
NYC 2-Bay Offset Side Hopper 
 
New York Central received this 1,000-car group 
from Pressed Steel Car in March of 1945. While 
many NYC 2-bay offset hoppers were shorter than 
the AAR standard design, this group did follow the 
33’ IH standard. Note the road numbers are further 
to the left than usually seen on their shorter 
cousins. This run will be available in six road 
numbers. 
 
The car features a die cast slope sheet-hopper bay-
center sill assembly; injection molded plastic sides, 
ends and hopper doors; fully molded brake tank, 
valve and air lines; body mounted brake hose 
detail; load; body mounted magnetically operating 

knuckle couplers; and Fox Valley Models metal 
wheel. Each road name will be available in 
multiple road numbers.  
 
66061  New York Central single $24.95 
66062  New York Central 2-pack $49.90 
66063  New York Central 3-pack $74.85 

Expected Delivery Spring 2017 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
HO-Scale Locomotives 
Intermountain 

 
NYC EMD F3A & B 
Features: 

 Accurate painting and lettering 
 Multiple road numbers 
 Wire grab irons 
 Etched metal details 
 Equipped with ESU sound decoder or ESU 

non-sound decoder 
 DC Plug option available 

DC A unit $169.95, w/sound $269.95, B unit 
$164.95 w/sound $264.95  

Expected Delivery Jun/July 2017 
http://intermountain-railway.com/ 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Broadway Limited 
 

 
NYC USRA Light Pacific 
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The USRA Light Pacific was a USRA standard class of 
steam locomotive designed under the control of the 
United States Railroad Administration, the nationalized 
railroad system in the United States during World War I. 
This was the standard light passenger locomotive of the 
USRA types, and was 4-6-2 wheel arrangement in the 
Whyte notation, or 2′C1′ in UIC classification. 
 
Features: 
 ABS plastic body 
 Heavy die-cast chassis 
 5-pole can motor 
   NEW Paragon3 Sound & Operation System  
   ROLLING THUNDER TM with Authentic     

Sounds and Prototypical Operation in both DC 
and DCC environments 

 Factory Installed Engineer / Fireman Figures 
 Separately applied handrails, grab irons, 

ladders, whistle, and bell 
 Operating knuckle couplers 
 Operates on code 70, 83, and 100 rail 
 Minimum radius 18 inches 

MSRP  $349.99  Expected Delivery 2017 
 
The NYC owned none of these. 
 

 
NYC/IHB USRA H-6a Light Mikado 
 
Commonly called Light Mikados. There were 194 
original USRA 2-8-2’s built for the NYC/IHB. They 
were used on the NYC, LE&W, CCC&StL, T&OC, 
MCRR and IHB. It was a successful design found 
on many other railroads. However, they represent 
a very small segment of the total Mikados found on 
the NYCS. 

FEATURES 
Paragon3 Sound & Operation System 

FEATURING ROLLING THUNDER TM with 
Authentic Sounds and Prototypical Operation in 
both DC and DCC environments 

 

Cast Chassis 

Chassis 
patible 

 Operates on Code 70, 83, & 100 rail 
 Equipped with traction tires 
 Minimum operating radius 18” 

MSRP $349.99.  Expected Delivery 2017 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 

 
P&LE USRA H-9 Heavy Mikado 
 
In 1919, the USRA allocated fifteen "Mikado-
Heavy" locomotives to the P&LE. Five were built 
by ALCO and designated as Class H-9b and were 
given road numbers 9505 through 9509. The other 
ten were built by the Baldwin Locomotive Works 
and designated as Class H-9d with road numbers 
9510 through 9519. These locomotives had 63" 
diameter drivers, 27" x 32" cylinders, a 190-psi 
boiler pressure, they exerted 59,801 pounds of 
tractive effort and each weighed 331,000 pounds. 
The firebox was 307 square feet, the evaporative 
heating surface was 4,085 square feet and with the 
superheater the combined heating surface was 
5,278 square feet. 
had 15 of the H-9s. 
  
FEATURES: 

        
FEATURING ROLLING THUNDER TM with 
Authentic Sounds and Prototypical Operation in 
both DC and DCC environments 
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Cast Chassis 

Chassis 
 

 
 

 
 

MSRP $349.99 Expected delivery 2017 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 

 
NYC EMD F7A/B (Short Lightning Stripe) 
 

Diesel-electric locomotive produced between 
February 1949 and December 1953 by the Electro-

promoted by EMD as a freight-hauling unit, the F7 
was also used in passenger service. 
 
The F7 was the fourth model in GM-EMD’s 
successful line of F unit locomotives, and by far the 
best-selling cab unit of all time. More F7s were 
built than all other F units combined. It succeeded 
the F3 model in GM-EMD’s F unit sequence, and 
was replaced in turn by the F9. Final assembly was 
at GMEMD’s La Grange, Illinois plant or GMD’s 
London, Ontario facility. 
The F7 differed from the F3 primarily in internal 

features. Its continuous tractive effort rating was 
lb. 

32,500 lb. 
 

 
FEATURES 

 Sound & Operation System 
FEATURING ROLLING THUNDER TM with 
Authentic Sounds and Prototypical Operation in 

both DC and DCC environments 
 

Cast Chassis 
 

 
 

 
 

MSRP $349.99 Expected Delivery 2017 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 

 
NYC NW-2 
 
After WWII, dieselization began in earnest, and 
EMD’s switchers dominated the market. EMD built 
888 of their NW2 model. Each was equipped with a 
1,000 HP, V12 567-A engine.  
 

FEATURES: 

FEATURING ROLLING THUNDER TM with 
Authentic Sounds and Prototypical Operation in 
both DC and DCC environments 

 

DieCast Chassis 
 

 
ter 

 
MSRP $229.92 Expected Delivery 2017 

 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
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NYC/IHB EMD SW-7 
 
The EMD SW7 was the third diesel locomotive 
switcher the builder produced in the SW series and 
the first new design following World War II in the 
late 1940s 
models until after the war, mostly due to war 
res Outwardly, the 
SW7 was virtually identical to future SW models 
and related NW designs of the time although it 
did differ slightly from the earlier SW1 in that it 
featured a more streamlined hood without the 
“step” in front of the nose. The most striking 
difference between the SW1 and SW7 was the 
latter’s additional horsepower, which was 
twice that of the former.  
 
FEATURES: 

und & Operation System 
FEATURING ROLLING THUNDERTM with 
Authentic Sounds and 
Prototypical Operation in both DC and DCC 
environments 

 

Cast Chassis 
 

 
 

MSRP $229.92 Expected Delivery 2017 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
 
HO-Scale Rolling Stock 
Kadee 

 

P&E 50’ Boxcar with 10’ Door 

equipped with "Scale" Couplers & 2 Piece Self-
Centering Trucks. 
 

 

MSRP $37.95. Expected Delivery Now 
 
http://www.kadee.com/index.shtml 
  
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Accurail 
 

 
MCRR USRA 55-Ton 2-Bay Hopper 
 
Features:  
 Accurately lettered and numbered 
  
 Molded on ladders & grabirons 
 AccuMate couplers 

MSRP $16.98 Single $49.98 3-Pack Expected 
Delivery 2017 

Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 

	
B &A 36’ Double Sheath Wood Boxcar (NYCSHS 
Special Release) Also available as NYC & CCC&StL. 
Steel roof, steel end, fishbelly underframe 
Features:  
 Accurately lettered and numbered 
 ssembly 
 Molded on ladders & grabirons 
 AccuMate couplers 
 Decal sets available to label B&B 

MSRP 3-Pack $52.96  Expected Delivery Apr 2017 



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 13	

Will be available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
HO-Scale Vehicles 
 
Classic Metal Works 

 
NYC 1960 Ford F-100 ½ Ton Pickup Truck 
 
Accurate replica of 1960s-era pickup truck found 
all over the US and Canada. Features chrome-
plated parts, clear headlights and customer-applied 
dual mirrors. Lettered for the NYC MoW 
Department - Trucks. 
 

MSRP $17.00 Expected Delivery Now 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
S-Scale Locomotives 
MTH 

 

 
NYC EMD F7A/B 
Features: 
 Detailed ABS Body 
 Detailed Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 
 Metal Chassis 
 Metal Handrails 
  
 Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
 Supplied With Optional Drop-In Code 110 

Scale Wheel Sets 
  
 Remote Controlled S Gauge Proto-Coupler 
 Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
 Directionally Controlled Constant Voltage LED 

Headlight 
 Lighted Cab Interior 

 Illuminated Number Boards 
 Lighted Marker Lights 
 Precision Flywheel Equipped Motor 
 All-Wheel Drive Power Train 
 Onboard DCC Receiver 
 Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 

Increments 
 Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion 

Capable 
 1:64 Scale Proportions 
 Operates on 20" Radius Curves 

MRSP A-Unit $379.95 Sound, B-Unit $359.95 
Sound, B-Unit $189.95 No Sound or Power 

Expected Delivery Now 

Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 

S-Scale Rolling Stock 
MTH 

 
NYC USRA Rebuilt Pacemaker Steel Boxcar 
 
Detailed Durable ABS Body, Metal Wheels and 
Axles, Decorative Brake Wheels, Separate Metal 
Handrails, Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks, Fast-Angle 
Wheel Sets, Needle-Point Axles, American Flyer 
Compatible Coupler, S- patible 
Coupler Mounting Pads, Sliding Car Doors, 1:64 
Scale Dimensions, Operates On 20" Radius 
Curves.    Road # 174995 

MSRP $59.95 Expected Delivery Now 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
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O-Scale Locomotives 
MTH 

 
NYC USRA 0-8-0 (Hi-Rail Wheels) 
 
The USRA 0-8-0 was a USRA standard class of 
steam locomotive designed under the control of the 
United States Railroad Administration, the 
nationalized railroad system in the United States 
during World War I. This was the standard heavy 
switcher of the USRA types, and was of 0-8-0 wheel 
arrangement in the Whyte notation, or "D" in UIC 
classification.  The NYCS had 25 U-3a locos 

- 
7839.  The NYCS built many more using the USRA 
design so that they ended with 450 of these 
locomotives. 
Features: 
  Detailed, die-cast boiler, chassis, and tender  
  Authentic paint scheme  
  Real tender coal load  
  Die-cast locomotive trucks  
  Hand painted engineer and fireman  
  Metal handrails, whistle and bell  
  Metal wheels and axles  
  (2) Remote-controlled proto-couplers  
  O-Scale Kadee-compatible coupler mounting pads  
  Prototypical rule 17 lighting  
  Constant voltage LED headlight  
  Operating LED firebox glow & marker lights  
  Lighted LED cab interior  
  Operating tender LED back-up light  
  5-Pole precision flywheel-equipped skew-wound 

motor  
  Synchronized puffing ProtoSmoke system  
  Locomotive speed control in scale MPH  
  Wireless drawbar  
  Onboard DCC/DCS decoder  
  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail conversion capable  
  1:48-Scale dimensions  
  Operates on O-31 curves 

 
MSRP $799.95 Expected delivery March 2017 

 
http://mthtrains.com/ 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 

 

 

NYC L-3a Mohawk (Hi-Rail or Scale) 

-
8-2 type of steam locomotive the Mohawk type. It 
was known as the Mountain type on other roads, 
but the mighty New York Central didn't see the 
name to be fitting on its famous Water Level Route, 
so it instead picked the name of one of those rivers 
its rails followed, the Mohawk River, to name its 
newest type of locomotive. Despite the more 
common name, the 4-8-2 was actually suited in 
many ways more to flatland running than slow 
mountain slogging, with its 4-wheel leading truck 
for stability at speed.  The NYCS eventually had 65 
of the L-3s from ALCo & LIMA. 

The L-3a Mohawk type was a dual service 
locomotive, capable of working passenger as well 
as freight trains. Passenger service required the 
ability to work at 80 mph, as opposed to the 
60 mph required of freight.  

Features: 
·  Detailed, Die-Cast Boiler and Chassis  
·  Detailed, Die-Cast Tender Body  
·  Authentic Paint Scheme  
·  Real Tender Coal Load  
·  Die-Cast Locomotive Trucks  
·  Hand painted Engineer and Fireman Figures  
·  Metal Handrails, Whistle and Bell  
·  Metal Wheels and Axles  
·  Remote-Controlled Proto-Coupler 
·  O- -Compatible Coupler Mounting    
Pads  
·  Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting  
·  Constant Voltage LED Headlight  
·  Operating LED Firebox Glow & Marker Lights  
·  Lighted LED Cab Interior  
·  Operating Tender LED Back-up Light  
·  5-Pole Precision Flywheel-Equipped Skew-
Wound Motor  
·  Synchronized Puffing ProtoSmoke System  
·  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 
Increments  
·  Wireless Drawbar  
·  Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder  
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·  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion Capable  
 Five road numbers 
·  1:48-Scale Dimensions  
·  Operates On O-54 Curves 
 You must select Hi-Rail or Scale wheels. 

 
MSRP $1199.95 Expected Delivery April 2017 

Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
O-Scale Rolling Stock 
MTH 

 
NYC Pacemaker Boxcar (2-Rail / 3-Rail) 

Features: 
·  Detailed Durable ABS Body  
·  Metal Wheels and Axles  
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  
·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  
·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  
·  Decorative Brake Wheels  
·  Separate Metal Handrails  
·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
·  Needle-Point Axles  
·  Sliding Car Doors  
·  1:48-Scale Dimensions  
·  O-
Pads  
·  Unit Measures: 11 5/8" x 2 5/8" x 3 3/4"  
·  Operates on O-31 Curves  
2-Rail Conversion Trucks Available as 
Option.   
 

MSRP $64.95  2-rail conversion $24.95  Expected 
Delivery May 2017 

 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 

 
NYC Pacemaker Caboose (2-Rail or 3-Rail) 

 
P&LE Caboose (2-Rail or 3-Rail) 

 
P&LE Caboose (2-Rail or 3-Rail) 
 
Features: (All Three) 
·  Detailed Durable ABS Body  
·  Metal Wheels and Axles  
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  
·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  
·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  
·  Decorative Brake Wheels  
·  Separate Metal Handrails  
·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
·  Needle-Point Axles  
·  Sliding Car Doors  
·  1:48 Scale Dimensions  
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·  O-
Pads  
·  Unit Measures: 11 5/8" x 2 5/8" x 3 3/4"  
·  Operates on O-31 Curves  
Available in Red or Green and the Color Must be 
Selected. 
 
2-Rail Conversion Trucks Available as 
Option.   
 

MSRP $69.95 2-Rail conversion $24.95 Expected 
delivery May 2017 

 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 

 
 

 
NYC 5-car 70’ Streamlined Passenger Cars 
 
The lightweight, streamlined passenger car was a 
product of the Great Depression. While the 
heavyweight steel cars built in the teens and 1920s 
were dependable and often luxurious, their dark 
colors and solid, battleship-like exteriors did little 
to lift the spirits at a time when the entire nation 
needed a pick-me-up. As noted railroad historian 
John H. White, Jr. put it in The American Railroad 
Passenger Car, "Some hope during these gloomy 
years was offered by a new design concept called 
streamlining. It presented a sleek, modern image of 
speed and innovation. What had been an obscure 
technical term in aerodynamics was made into a 
household word through an astute publicity 
campaign mounted by several railroad traffic 
departments. It succeeded in creating a general 
interest in railroading practically unknown since 
the opening of the first transcontinental line.  
 
Features: 
·  Detailed, Durable ABS Bodies  
·  Stamped Metal Floors  
·  Detailed Car Undercarriage  
·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  
·  Metal Wheels and Axles  
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  
·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
·  Needle-Point Axles  
· -Cast Metal Couplers  
·  O- -Compatible Coupler Mounting 
Pads  

·  Constant Voltage Overhead LED Interior 
Lighting  
·  End-of-Car Diaphragms  
·  Separate Metal Handrails  
·  Detailed Car Interiors  
·  Sliding Baggage Car Doors  
·  Detailed Brake Wheel  
·  1:48 Scale Proportions  
·  5-
Observation  
·  Operates on O-42 Curves  
Also in some single cars, pairs and smaller sets. 

MSRP $469.95. Expected Delivery April 2017 
 
Also available in the Collinwood Shop. 
 
Standard Gauge 
MTH – Lionel 

 
 
NYC Auto Car 
 
This product is compatible with all Std. Gauge 3-
Rail track systems including those systems offered 
by Gargraves and Lionel and Ross Custom 
Switches. 
Features: 

 Stamped Steel Body and Chassis 
 Metal Wheels and Axles 
 Operating Metal Latch Couplers 
 Baked Enamel Finish 
 Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes 
 Unit Measures:15" x 3 1/2" x 5" 
 Operates On STD-42 Curves 

MSRP $149.95  Available Now 
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Magazines 
 

 
Classic Toy Trains Dec 2016  
 
Cover Photo  - NYC X8688 and pp 38 – 41 
 
“Dreaming of a Snow-Covered Layout” by 
Roger Carp 
The article covers Ronnie Tong’s O-gauge layout 
and features two great photos of a NYC E-8 and the 
observation car of the 20th Century Limited. 
 
Classic Toy Trains Oct 2016 

 
Photo of Shane Moore’s O-Scale Lionel NYC 
caboose on his fictional Nightingale Route of the 
NYCS. p 10 
 
“The Perfect Retirement Project” by Roger Carp 
After retirement Michael Ach was able to construct 
the layout of his dreams in a 10’ X 12’ railroad. The 
layout is set in a slice of upstate NY right after WW 
II began.  There are two photos of streamlined NYC 
Hudson locomotives in the article.  One of the 
Hudsons graces the cover of the magazine. Cover, 
pp. 38- 39 
 
“Welcome to Trainaholic Tuesdays” by Roger 
Carp 
This article shares the layout by Alan Lakis and 
includes several photos of NYC locos and rolling 
stock. pp 48 – 53 
 
Classic Trains Winter 2016 

 
“West Side, East Side” by Jim Shaughnessy 
An interesting tale about a trip on a NYC RS-3 , a 
taxi, and an electric P-2 down and up Manhattan 
on April 13, 1957. Lots of NYC photos and a tale 
not to be forgotten.  pp. 39 - 47 
 
“My Summer of Cab Rides” by NYCSHS member, 
Fred B. Furminger 
Follow 17-year-old Fred in the summer of 1957 as 
he rides several CN steam locomotives.  A chart in 
the article list two NYC rides. One on a 4-6-4 
Hudson and one on an ALCo RS-3. 
 
Model Railroad News Nov. 2016 

 
“The RPO Car” 
Photo and comments about the Bowser HO-scale 
NYC ALCo RS-3. P 12 
 
Model Railroad News Dec. 2016 

 
Review of the NYCSHS 2017 Calendar p 80 
 
Model Railroader Nov. 2016 
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“Product Reviews” – “Bachmann N-Scale NYC 
Heavyweight Coach.” p 70 
 
Model Railroader Dec 2016 

 
“Mountain Railroading New York Style” by 
Sandy Colabufo   
The article covers Sandy’s freelance 9’ X 21” N-
scale layout set in the Adirondacks.  The Annaville 
& Adirondack Railroad creates the feeling of the 
Adirondack region of the Empire State.  A NYC RS-
2 is shown in one of the photos. p 56 -61 
 
Great Model Railroads 2017 

 
“Worn-Out Warehouse on the Waterfront” by 
Gabriel E. Martinez  
A pair of Argentinian brothers build a 2’ X 4’ 
waterfront diorama over a two-week vacation as a 
gift to Rod Stewart. The brothers model a Domino 
Sugar plant in Williamsburg, NY, to fit into Rod’s 
New York City layout. There are some photos of 
NYC locomotives in the article. pp. 36 - 41 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman Nov 2016 

 
Special Preview Edition of the HO Collector 
WhiteRiver Productions is offering a new 
magazine aimed at providing information about 
past HO-  below  
 

“Lost & Found Treasures Along the Lindberg 
Line” 
Tony Cook, editor of Model Railroad News, writes 
this article about the Lindberg Line of models 
established by Paul Lindberg in the 1930s.  The 
article provides an excellent history of this very 
popular line of HO-models.  The article is 
incomplete in this preview but show some NYC 
models in the photos.  pp. 12 – 15 in this preview. 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman Oct 2016 

 
“The Devil is in the Details – or Not?” by Mike 
Schafer and Bill Navigato 
These two guys regularly take opposing views on a 
Varity of model railroad subjects and in this article 
they argue about rivet counting.  One of the photos 
is of NYCSHS member, Jim Baker’s New York 
Central main line between Blue Island, IL and 
north central Indiana. pp. 76- 82 
(Sure wish we could get Jim to do an 
article for us.) 
 
This issue also contained a short review on the 

selling very well in our Collinwood Shop and we 
sold a bunch at last year’s convention. p 14 
 
Trains Nov 2016 

 
“Trip with a Capital T”  
This is a story of a fan trip on the Grand Trunk 
Western from Chicago to South Bend, IN in July 
1968.  It is an interesting story, but what makes it of 
interest to us is that it mentions NYCSHS member, 
Lawrence Baggerly, then the NYC division 
superintendent in Rochester, NY.  pp. 54 – 57 
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Model Railroad Catalogs for 2017 
 
Broadway Limited 2017 

 
 
http://www.broadway-
limited.com/20162017bliproductguide.aspx  
 
MTH O-Gauge Trains 

 
 
http://mthtrains.com/news/586  
 
Walthers 

 
 
https://www.walthers.com/products/reference-
books/walthers-2017-reference-book 
 
 

 
 

The NYCSHS Archives Needs 
Your Help 

If you live in the Cleveland area, the NYCSHS 
archive committee needs some help as we continue 
to move the archive material from several hundred 
boxes into permanent lateral filing cabinets and 
permanent shelving. This is not heavy work, but 
we can use the help.  
 
If you are willing to spend a few 
days/evenings/weekends helping us organize 
some of this material, please contact us. 
 
We also have needs for long-term help as we 
continue our digitization of all of our archive 
material.  This is a great opportunity to get more 
involved with our dedicated organization.  You 
will be joining our great NYCSHS archive team, 
and help us accomplish some important work for 
the Society. We continue to develop products from 
our archives and we can use your help there too.   
 
In addition we currently need someone with skills 
in Photoshop, Adobe products and other graphic 
applications to help from home with ads and 
publications.   
 
If you are willing to volunteer for either short-term 
or long-term help, send an email to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net or call Noel at 703-407-3059 
and we will explain all of the details of what is 
involved.   
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Hi, 
I noticed the latest edition of the NYC 
Modeler in the new Central Headlight.  
 
Has this been released to the Members 
yet? 
 
I do not have it yet. Did mine get lost in 
the " Ether"? 
 
Frank Fabian #1321 

Frank, 
 
You don’t get the NYCentral Modeler by 
email.  It is on the website like it always 
has been. It was announced in a 
MailChimp email as it always has been for 
the last five years.  Just go to the website 
under Click on “Modeling Resources” and 
then on the dropdown “NYCentral 
Modeler Magazine” 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel 
 
Somehow I thought it was e-mailed. 
My birthday was on Thanksgiving Day 
many moons ago. It no longer falls on 
Thanksgiving anymore since they changed 
it to the fourth Thursday in November in 
the 40s. It used to be the LAST Thursday 
as I was born on the 29th. 
 
I have been giving myself the present of 
Membership for a few years now. 
 
You can probably tell I am old school and 
still use snail mail for a lot of my 
correspondence. 
Frank 

Hi Noel, 
  
Just a quick observation.  I placed two 
orders today, 5204 and 5205 in the 
Collinwood Shop.  I was forced to do this 
because the checkout produced a shipping 
error when the model items were 
combined with my membership 
renewal.  Not a big deal.  I just split them 
into two orders and wanted to point this 
out. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Art Brearton 

Art, 
 
We resolved the issue with our software 
provider on the checkout problem.  It 
seems they make changes to their software 
and don’t always tell us what they have 
done.  They added a setting that caused 
the problem and after only about 10 hours 
of phone calls and emails we figured it 
out. Something new for us every day. 
  
BTW, how about doing an article for the 
NYCentral Modeler for me? 
 
Thanks, Noel 

Noel, 
  
I wish I could write something, but I am a 
beginner.  I am one of those guys that have 
been reading MR magazines forever and 
never did anything about it.  My 
grandfather was a brakeman in Selkirk 
and West Albany.  Unfortunately he 
passed away before I was born but in the 
early 70s timeframe his buddies, now Penn 
Central guys, knew my father and they 
would take us on cab rides in South 
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Troy.  I have had the train bug ever 
since.  I hit 50 a few years ago and said to 
myself, “you have got to start modeling 
before it’s too late”.  I joined the NYCSHS 
and NMRA.  I am buying stuff in 
anticipation of moving to a new house 
where I will finally have room to build my 
layout.  In the meantime I am dabbling in 
Free-mo modules to get my feet wet as 
they say.  I have met some wonderful 
people and very good NYC themed 
modelers that I am sure know like Henry 
Propst and Vic Roman.  When the day 
comes that I can write something I will 
certainly do it.  Maybe it will be 
“Scratchbuilding 19000 series cabooses”! 
  
I also want to say that you and your group 
do a wonderful job providing information 
and history about the NYC.  I have learned 
so much just from the Central 
Headlight.  When there are conversations 
on the Yahoo group they are professional, 
courteous, and most of all helpful and 
informative.  The NYCentral Modeler is 
fantastic.  I see it as a premium add-on to a 
magazine like MR or RMC.  I just recently 
visited the High Line in New York, so now 
I want to research that.  There is always 
something new. 
  
Thanks, Art 
 
Art, 
As a beginner you could write a 
wonderful article about your journey in 
the hobby so far.  There are many like you 
out there who always read the magazines 
and dream of doing a layout.  You have 
made an important step in beginning to do 
something about that.  I think it would 
make a very interesting article and you 
could include some photos of the models 

you have purchased, talk about your near 
and long term plans and perhaps even 
give us a hand-drawn diagram of what 
you are thinking about for a future layout. 
  
Just a thought and I really think it would 
make a very interesting article. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
  
NYCentral Modeler, 
 
Randy Hammill gave a good summary of 
the differences in the resin we used (in our 
kits) in a previous edition of the NYCentral 
Modeler. Be aware that we offered every 
hobby shop to which we sold a complete 
new kit with the new resin.  We also 
offered to any modeler who asked a new 
set of castings at our cost.  We ran this 
offer for 10 years.  Never the less some old 
resin kits pop up for sale occasionally, 
especially on eBay.  Here’s how to tell the 
difference without opening the box.  If it 
says Elk Grove Village on the label, it’s old 
resin.  If the kit number is 3600 or above 
it’s new resin.  Below 3600 with the 
Crossville address and Westerfield on the 
box itself, it’s new resin.  So there’s only a 
small window to worry about: Crossville 
on the label, below 3600 with a plain box.  
 
Al Westerfield 
 
For those of you who don’t know, Al was the 
founder and owner of Westerfield Models for 
many years. It is now owned and operated by 
Andrew Dahm and we sell many of their resin 
kits in the Collinwood Shop. 
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4th Qtr. 2016 NYCentral Modeler Mystery 
Photo 

 
 
Noel,  
 
It's a WW II emergency caboose. Built 
from 36' wood sided boxcars. The 
forthcoming Accurail 36' boxcars should 
be a good start for a kitbash in HO-scale. 
One is on my short list future modeling 
projects. 
 
Seth Lakin (2:30 pm, Sept. 30, 2016) 
 
Noel, 
 
I believe that is a caboose made from an 
old boxcar for use in way freights and 
normally coupled behind the 
locomotive.  Its creation could have also 
evolved from a shortage of cabooses due 
to war.   
 
Jeff Morrell (3:43 pm, Sept. 30, 2016) 
 
Hi Noel, 

Just read the 4th Qtr issue of NYCentral  
Modeler. The mystery piece of equipment 
on page 85 is one of the wartime 
temporary cabooses that the NYC 
converted from old boxcars in WW II. An 
article on these cars is in the 3rd Qtr. 1976 
issue of the Central Headlight, including 
other photos of the 18755. The photo used 
for the "mystery equipment" is on page 34 
of the article. 
 
Regards, 
 
Robert Bogie (7:36 pm, Sept. 30, 2016) 
Melbourne, Australia 

 
 
Noel, 
 
Is that photo of one of the WW II era 
cabooses rebuilt from wood boxcars? 
 
Here's another view of a similar car:  
 
http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/i
mages/nyc-18657.jpg 
 
Joseph Levitzky (5:40 pm, Oct. 1, 2016) 
 
You all got it correct, but Seth was first. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
David Gallaway’s photo on page 83 of the 
last edition of our magazine had his name 
spelled incorrectly as Callaway.  We 
apologize for the mistake and look forward to 
many more photos and an upcoming article 
from David. 

	  



	 New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2017 Convention & Meeting 

Marlborough, Massachusetts  - May 5 – May 7, 2017 
The Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel 

181 Boston Post Road, West Marlborough, MA 01752 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 5, 2017 

 Registration 
 Speaker Presentations	
 Self-Guided Activities	
 Collinwood Shop open 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 
 Bus to Worcester Union Station with 

possible excursion to Historic Boston 
South Station 

 Convention Banquet at Best Western 
Hotel 

 Guest Speaker TBA 
 General Members Meeting 
 Collinwood Shop open following 

Meeting 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 

 Train Show  9 am – 3 pm 
 Speaker Presentations 

NYCSHS Website: www.NYCSHS.org  to 
download registration forms.  
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 
Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and 
layouts is the best that the committee 
understands as of December 23, 2016, and may 
change due to factors beyond its control.	

Historic Sites 
 Boston Historic South Station 
 Worcester Union Station 
 Palmer Union Station 
 Highland Branch/Riverside Line 
 Chester, MA – NYC (CSX) Mainline 
 State Line Tunnel – NYC (CSX) 

Mainline 
 Berkshire Scenic RR Museum 
 Springfield Union Station 
 West Springfield Yard 
 Worcester CSX Intermodal Yard 
 Boston North Station 
 Famed Hoosac Tunnel 
 Eadaville Railroad 

Hobby Stores & Layouts 
 Charles Ro Supply Company 
 Palmer Hobbies 

Hotel Rooms 
$129 – standard room. $159 – deluxe room, both plus 
6.25% tax.  Cut off date for reservations are 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017.  Best Western Royal Plaza. 
1-888-543-9500. 181 Boston Post Road West 
Marlborough, MA 01752 www.rplazahotels.com	

Presenters 
 Carl Liba – “The New England 

States, Boston to Chicago” 
 Malcom Laughlin – “B&A 

Memories from 50s, 60s, and 
Later” 

 Malcom Laughlin – “Current 
Carload Freight on Former B&A” 

 Nick Ariemma – “Railroad 
Photography (Then & Now)” 

 Robert Jones – “B&A Latest 
Book” 

 Mike Tylick – “B&A History” 
 Victor Hand – “The Railroad 

Photography of Victor Hand” 
 Noel Widdifield – “Using 

NYCSHS Resources to Model the 
NYCS” 

 Larry Faulkner & Manuel Duran-
Duran – “Digital Methods For 
NYC Structure Modeling” 

Some of these presentations may change 
and others will be added. Openings are 
still available.  If you have a presentation 
you would like to give, contact Joe 
Burgess at debjoeb@aol.com or Noel 
Widdifield at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Please	Print	
	
Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	
	
Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	
	
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
City______________________________________________State/Provence_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	
	
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Attendees________________	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	
	
Banquet	Choices:	Number	of	each	selection.	(Must	add	up	to	the	number	of	registrations.)	
	
Beef___	 Chicken____																						Vegetarian	Meal_______	
	

Please	send	payment	&	registration	to:		NYCSHS	
	 	 																													Joe	Burgess	

	 	 	 P.O.	Box	756				
	 	 	 Walpole,	MA	02081	
	 	 	 debjoeb@aol.com	
	
	 	 Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	 Members’	 (Including	 family	 members)	 cost	 is	 $179.00	 each	 for	 all	 activities	
including	the	Saturday	evening	banquet.	 	Non-members	can	register	at	$179.00	plus	a	fee	
of	$39.00.		The	extra	fee	covers	membership	in	the	Society	for	one	year,	including	all	rights	
and	benefits,	along	with	one	year	of	the	Central	Headlight.	
	
Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:	Best	Western	Royal	Plaza	
	 	 	 181	Boston	Post	Road	
	 	 	 West	Marlborough,	MA	01752	
	 	 	 www.rplazahotels.com	
Please	 call	 the	 hotel	 directly	 at	 1-888-543-9500.	 Rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	 at	 the	 rate	 of	
$129.00	standard	room	and	$159.00	deluxe	room	both	plus	6.25%	tax.	 	Cut	off	date	for	a	
reservation	 is	Wednesday,	 April	 5,	 2017.	 	You	 are	 responsible	 for	 making	 your	 own	
reservations.	They	are	not	included	in	this	registration.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
2017 Convention & Meeting 

Marlborough, MA May 5 – May 7 2017 
Registration Form	
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10th Annual St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers’ Meet	
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Article by Dennis Regan

 

Photos by Dennis except as noted. 

The 2016 St. Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers (St Louis RPM) Meet took place 
on August 12 and 13, 2016 at the Gateway 
Convention Center in Collinsville, IL.  
Long-time St. Louis-area meet organizers 
Lonnie Bathurst, Dan Kohlberg, Dave 
Roeder, and John Golden welcomed co-
sponsorship by the Gateway Division, 
National Model Railroad Association.  St. 
Louis-area NYCSHS members Bob Keeler, 
Chuck Beargie, and Dennis Regan manned 
the NYCSHS information tables and 
display at the meet.  This was the fifth 
consecutive year in which the Society and 
the New York Central System were 
represented at the St. Louis RPM meet. 

 
One of the NYCSHS display tables featuring 
examples of Collinwood Shop products. 
 
The St. Louis RPM Meet continues to grow 
in scope, attendance, number and quality 
of models displayed.  This meet is now the 
largest RPM meet in the United States.  It 
was attended by 478 people this year and 
over 2,000 models were on display.  
Attendees share and learn new prototype-
focused modeling techniques and enjoy 
meeting fellow modelers from the St. 
Louis area, around the nation, and around 

the world.  This year, 19 railroad historical 
societies participated - the largest annual 
gathering of railroad historical societies in 
the U.S.  Forty vendors participated, 
including major model manufacturers, 
smaller specialty manufacturers, 
publishers, hobby toolmakers, model 
weathering services, prototype 
booksellers, and prototype photograph 
suppliers. 

 
The second NYCSHS display table with 
further examples of Collinwood Shop products 
and Bob Keeler’s models. 
 
The St. Louis RPM Meet is centered on 
learning from the models displayed.   This 
is not a competitive event and models of 
all scales, gauges, and eras are welcome 
and include locomotives, freight and 
passenger cars, structures, vehicles, and 
other railroad-related models.  There was 
even a large-scale model of the landmark 
Brooks Catsup processing plant water tank 
built in the shape of a giant catsup (or 
ketchup) bottle.  The prototype is restored 
and adjoins the old Pennsylvania Railroad 
main line in Collinsville, IL.  Meet 
participants enjoyed the chance to discuss 
how the railroads used the wide range of 



10th Annual St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers’ Meet	
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prototypes modeled and the methods used 
to create the models. 
 
Fifteen clinics were presented, including 
scratch building masters and patterns for 
casting parts; airbrush 101 & spraying 
acrylics; NYC automobile box cars (given 
by NYCSHS member, Roger Hinman); 
custom decals for model railroads; 
modeling auto parts traffic; and ACF 
11,000 gallon ICC 105A tank cars.  Slide 
shows presented the history of HO- 
models 1950-2015 and St. Louis in 
transition, 1962-1982.  Hands-on learning 
stations covered topics such as model 
weathering techniques, airbrush tips and 
techniques, small-layout operations, and 
programming of DCC-equipped 
locomotives.   
 
On-site operating layouts in HO-, HOn3-, 
Proto 48-, O-, and N-scales, prototypically 
recreated Colorado narrow gauge 
operations, the Milwaukee Road in 
Wisconsin, switching in Galesburg IL, and 
the NKP.  One layout operated solely on 
battery power, an evolving technology.  
Three home layouts in the area were open 
for tours.  These featured 1980-era Conrail 
and Santa Fe operations in Streator IL; Fall 
1938 in the Pacific Northwest; and 1958 on 
the Union Pacific and Colorado & 
Southern. 
 
Bob, Chuck and Dennis had two tables for 
the NYCSHS display, graced this year by 
very professional-looking, high visual 
impact table coverings loaned by NYCSHS 
Membership Chairman and Director Dave 
Mackay.  Dave loaned us several model 
kits and ready-to-run models to exhibit 
from The “Collinwood Shop”, including 
NYCS-specific structures, freight cars, and 

a caboose.  The tables also held photos of 
finished examples of some of the kits on 
display, flyers publicizing the link to the 
“Collinwood Shop”, sample issues of The 
Central Headlight, Society color brochures, 
new membership applications and 
membership renewal forms.  Bob again 
displayed a large map of the New York 
Central System and Chuck had detailed 
maps and late 1930s period photographs 
of the NYC in Jefferson, OH, which is the 
focus of his modeling.   
 
Bob featured several of his caboose models 
this year as shown in the accompanying 
photos.  He also displayed his ALCo RS-11 
in NYC lightning stripes.   

 
Bob Keeler’s HO-scale NYC RS-11 8014 as 
built in 1960 in lightning stripes.  Prototype 
would have become NYC class DRS-10-B but 
refused by NYC once built.  Instead, the D&H 
bought it in 1961.  Shown on the NYCSHS 
display tables. 
 
The NYC ordered 10 new RS-11s   and 
ALCo delivered them in lightning stripes.  
However, NYC never accepted them, and 
instead bought RS-32s.  New York Central 
Lightning Stripes, Vol. 2 by David 
Sweetland, page 50, shows these engines 
stored at the Selkirk, NY roundhouse until 
ALCo sold them to the D&H.  
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Incidentally, Mohawk L2d #2933 (see 
Central Headlight Fourth Quarter, 2015) 
was tucked in there with the RS-11s).  Bob 
also showed his model of the NYC 4 
double bedroom-4 compartment-2 
drawing room Pullman Rip Van Winkle 
Bridge in full Illinois Central colors 
depicting the car while leased to the IC 
(reference the picture in NYC Color Guide 
to Freight and Passenger Equipment by 
David R. Sweetland and Robert J. Yanosey, 
page 20).   

 
Bob Keeler’s HO scale NYC 4 double bedroom-
4 compartment-2 drawing room Pullman “Rip 
Van Winkle Bridge” in full Illinois Central 
colors depicting the car while leased to the IC.   
 
That model attracted a lot of attention 
from passersby as did Bob’s extended-
vision NYC caboose (which the NYC also 
never had) accompanied by a color photo 
of the actual prototype taken at 
Theandara, NY on the Adirondack Scenic 
Railroad.  Just in case there were non-
believers in the crowd…. 
 
As usual, there was a nice selection of 
accurate NYCS prototype models 
displayed by meet participants.  Last year 
Bob and Dennis saw 22 NYCS models.  
This year there were 25 NYCS models, and 
these models were all “new” to the meet 

this year and most by different builders 
than those exhibiting last year!  Photos of 
all but three models accompany this 
report.  (Dennis gratefully acknowledges 
the Canada Southern website for the 
valuable assistance with NYCS freight car 
lot numbers used in the photo captions.) 

 
Bob Keeler’s HO scale NYC transfer caboose 
18060 (Lot 977 built by Despatch Shops, Inc. 
(DSI) in 1966) on the NYCSHS display tables. 

 
Bob Keeler’s H- scale NYC Hudson Division-
assigned caboose 19453 on the display for all 
to see at the show. 
 
Bob, Chuck, and Dennis enjoyed the great 
conversation with modelers interested in a 
broad range of NYCS operations and in 
the NYCSHS.  They answered questions 
about the NYCS to the best of their ability, 
aided by Chuck employing his laptop for 
real-time research.  And they enjoyed 
learning from guests about aspects of the 
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NYCS that they were not familiar with.  
Highlights of some of the visits follow. 

 
Bob Keeler’s HO-scale NYC caboose 21314 on 
display at the show table. 
 
A Walthers representative dropped by and 
mentioned that he has worked with 
NYCSHS Director Noel Widdifield on 
modeling NYCS subjects.  Duane Carrell 
of JPA, Johnson Press of America, stopped 
to remind the NYCSHS of his company’s 
publishing services.   

 
Bob Keeler’s G-scale extended-vision caboose 
painted as NYC 11200.  Photo of the prototype 
is shown behind the model. 
 
Michael Gross, the television personality, 
modeler, and narrator of the recent 20th 
Century Limited video, stopped by and said 
he has visited The Collinwood Shop.  
Visitor Dale Florence had a question about 

Tru-Line Trains NYCSHS models, and was 
referred to Noel for help.   

 
HO-scale P&LE Lot 697-B boxcar 35799 
originally built by Pressed Steel Car Co. in 
1941.  Model by Paul Faulk of Morganton, NC. 
 
Another visitor wondered whether NYC 
Flexi-Flow covered hoppers were ever 
painted in Jade Green.  Bob had both 
volumes of the Morning Sun NYCS 
equipment books on hand for reference 
but there were no photos of those cars in 
Jade Green.  Bob and Dennis also referred 
this visitor to Noel who might be able to 
answer the question in the NYCentral 
Modeler e-magazine.   
 
James Sullivan dropped by and Dennis 
suggested he might want to discuss with 
Central Headlight editor, Rich Stoving, the 
possibility of sharing a copy of an 
illustration with the Society.  Dale Warner 
of Argos, IN stopped by and took a 
membership application since he grew up 
around the NYC in his hometown.   Bob’s 
Morning Sun books enabled him to help 
Pete Thayer who had a question about 
modeling the end details on an NYC 
double-deck stock car used for 
transporting pigs.  Bob and Dennis fielded 
a question on the NYC Egyptian line and 
enjoyed talking to Chuck Graham who 
lived about a mile from the Rochester, NY 
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swing bridge featured in the First Quarter 
2014 issue of Central Headlight.  He told us 
of seeing a hopper derailing into the river 
there.  Bob and Dennis gave him a copy of 
that Central Headlight issue with the 
compliments of the Society and urged him 
to join the Society for more Rochester 
reminiscences and to perhaps write an 
article on NYC Rochester happenings.   

 
Larry Thomas of the Terminal Railroad 
Association of St. Louis (TRRA) Historical 
and Technical Society standing next to the 
HO-scale model of the Brooks Catsup Bottle 
water tower (prototype in Collinsville, IL – 
home of the St. Louis RPM Meet).  Larry is 
editor of TRRA publications, including the 
excellent “The Big Four” route issue of 2002 
(still available from the TRRAHTS). 
 

Bob and Dennis also talked with Rick 
Graham of Penn Yan, NY about NYC 
operations in that area.  Mike McKeon 
stopped by to talk about the P&E in 
Bloomington, IL and he took a 
membership application too.   

 
HO-scale NYC class J-2 Hudson 5405 on the 
head end of the 1935-mid 1938 era 20th 
Century Ltd, the last heavyweight version of 
that train.  Model by Andy Harman of 
Greendale, IN. 
 
Bob, Chuck, and Dennis enjoyed 
conversation with John Thomas, whose 
uncle was an NYC engineer out of 
Mattoon, IL.   

 
HO-scale 6 compartment-3 drawing room 
Pullman “Glen Morgan” in the consist of the 
1935-mid 1938 era 20th Century Ltd.  Model by 
Andy Harman of Greendale, IN.  Andy 
included complete interior, passengers and 
lighting in this car and the rest of the cars in 
the Century. 
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Next, NYCSHS member T.J. Stratton from 
Toledo stopped in to visit and talk.  He 
models a 13-mile stretch of the “Old Road” 
out of Adrian, MI.  And Roger Bee came 
by to talk.  He’s a former Poughkeepsie, 
NY resident now living in central Missouri 
where he models the NYC in N-scale.   

 
HO-scale 8 section-1 drawing room-2 
compartment Pullman “Elk Pass” in the 
consist of the 1935-mid 1938 era 20th Century 
Ltd.  Model by Andy Harman of Greendale, 
IN. 
 
The NYCSHS enjoyed great exposure to 
potential new members and Bob, Chuck, 
and Dennis had a great opportunity to 
meet and talk with fellow current 
members.  They gave out eight NYCSHS 
New Membership applications, which is 
double the number picked up last year, so 
there is real NYCS interest and enthusiasm 
out there.  For the first time, they actually 
signed up a new member on the spot - 
David Raehmer of Collinsville, IL. 
 
For the second year, the St. Louis RPM 
Meet included a meeting of 
representatives of 19 railroad historical 
societies, an increase over the 14 societies 
involved in the initial meeting last year.  
Some societies were represented by their 
society presidents.  The focus of this year’s 
meeting was on society archives.   

 
HO-scale NYC Lot 591-G gondola 751943.  
Model by Brad Slone of Dixon, MO. 
 
Discussion explored the role of archives in 
sustaining and growing society 
membership, management and access 
approaches, and long-term plans for 
ensuring the permanence of archives well 
into the future.  Chuck was able to offer a 
lot of perspective based on his prior role as 
archivist for the NYCSHS.  He and Dennis 
shared the good news about the NYCSHS 
archive moving to a new home and the 
successful fund drive that made that 
possible.  There was real interest in the 
details of the NYCSHS fund raising 
method.   

 
HO-scale P&LE Lot 784-H covered hopper 
1256.  Prototype built 9/49 by Pullman-
Standard.  Model by Will Jamison of Rising 
Sun, MD. 
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The meeting concluded with a very 
informative presentation on many aspects 
of railroad historical society archives by 
Nick Fry, Curator of the John W. Barriger, 
III National Railroad Library.  Participants 
thanked the meeting organizers and 
generally agreed that the session was 
productive and that they look forward to 
continued meetings of this type.  
 
Bob, Chuck and Dennis again thank 
NYCSHS Directors Dave Mackay and 
Noel Widdifield for enthusiastically 
supporting their participation in the 

St.Louis RPM Meet.  They look forward to 
increased interest in the Society and 
enthusiastic new Society members coming 
on board.  They encourage all NYCSHS 
members to enjoy the railroad prototype 
information sharing, modeling, and 
camaraderie that are the hallmarks of the 
St Louis RPM Meets and those RPM meets 
held elsewhere.  And if you do attend an 
RPM meet, please volunteer to staff a 
display table (or two) there to get the good 
word about the NYCSHS out to 
prospective members! 

 

               
 
 
              

 

 

 

HO-scale 7 drawing room Pullman 
“Willow Ridge” in the consist of the 
1935-mid 1938 era 20th Century Ltd.  
Model by Andy Harman of Greendale,	

HO scale 1 drawing room-1 single 
bedroom-buffet-lounge-observation 
Pullman “Niagara Valley” bringing up 
the rear end of the 1935-mid 1938 era 
20th Century Ltd.  Model by Andy 
Harman of Greendale, IN who is 
partially visible in the background.	

(Left) Aerial view of the HO-scale 1935-
mid 1938 era 20th Century Ltd headed 
west.  Entire train modeled by Andy 
Harman of Greendale, IN.  The train 
includes the Pullmans “Park Field” and 
“Caribou Pass” not shown in the 
preceding detail views.  The prototypes 
of each of the six cars modeled were 
actually assigned to the 20th Century Ltd 
in this era.	
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HO-scale NYC Lot 858-B boxcar 87175.  
Prototype built by DSI in 1956.  Modeled as 
modified for appliance service with stage 
loaders.  Model by Tim Van Mersbergen of 
South Elgin, IL.	

HO-scale P&LE Lot 955-B boxcar 6554 
built by DSI in 1965.  Model by Tim Van 
Mersbergen of South Elgin, IL. 
	

HO-scale P&LE Lot 929-B boxcar 7387 built 
by DSI in 1963.  Model by Tim Van 
Mersbergen of South Elgin, IL.	

N-scale P&E Lot 883-B boxcar 4503 built by 
DSI in 1959.  This model is awaiting 
placement by the Galesburg, IL “City Job” 
running on the N-scale modular layout of 
William Selleck and James Wiggin. 
	

(Left) HO scale IHB SW1500 9202 built 7/66.  
Model by Andy Harman of Greendale, IN.	



10th Annual St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers’ Meet	
	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 33	

                         

 

 

 

 

HO-scale IHB SW7 8878 built 4/50.  Model by 
Andy Harman of Greendale, IN.	

Detailed map of the NYC in Jefferson, 
OH in 1938 researched and assembled 
by Chuck Beargie.  Chuck will be 
modeling this area on his layout.	

  

Bob Keeler and Chuck Beargie (left to right) 
listening to a point being made by good 
friend Jon Marx, Director Emeritus of the 
Nickel Plate Road Historical & Technical 
Society. 

 

 

Bob Keeler, Chuck Beargie, and Dennis 
Regan (left to right) at the NYCSHS display 
tables.  Photo by Jon Marx, Director 
Emeritus of the Nickel Plate Road 
Historical & Technical Society. 
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Article by Dean Apostal               Photos by Dean 

 

This is a photo of one of the Westerfield 
Models Resin Kit stock cars that we have for 
sale in the Collinwood Shop. 

The	 operating	 Era	 for	 these	 stock	 cars	was	
1921-1962.	 The	 New	 York	 Central,	
Cleveland,	 Cincinnati,	 Chicago	 &	 St.	 Louis,	
Michigan	 Central,	 National	 Equipment	
Leasing	 Corp	 owned	 these	 cars.	 New	 York	
Central	 installed	 about	 1,700	 fishbelly	
underframe	stock	cars	in	1921-1923,	which	
became	 the	 mainstay	 of	 their	 fleet	 for	 30	
years.	MDT	built	500	single	and	double	deck	
cars	 with	 double	 sheathed	 ends	 and	 wood	
roofs	 in	 1921.	 Haskell	 &	 Barker	 built	
another	 500	 cars	 the	 same	 year.	 These	
included	 100	 single	 deck,	 single	 sheathed	
end,	 XLA	 roof	 cars	 each	 for	 CCC&StL	 and	
MCRR	plus	300	double	deck,	single	sheathed	
end,	 XLA	 roof	 cars	 for	 NYC.	 Another	 700	
cars	 were	 rebuilt	 on	 1910-built	
underframes	 at	AC&F	 in	 1923,	 very	 similar	
to	 the	 MDT	 cars.	 All	 cars	 received	 minor	
lettering	changes	in	1927.	They	were	rebuilt	
beginning	 in	 1937	 when	 they	 received	 the	
System	herald	and	1926	ARA	 lettering.	One	
hundred	cars	were	 re-lettered	 to	Northeast	
Livestock	 in	1939	and	brought	back	to	NYC	
in	 1949.	 Cars	 were	 rebuilt	 with	 AB	 brakes	
and	 the	 H&B	 cars	 with	 wood	 roofs	 in	 the	
1940s-1950s.	They	were	 repainted	 in	1955	
and	 later	 received	Gothic	 lettering.	The	 last	
cars	ran	into	1962.	

I wanted a 15-car NYC cattle train, so I 
purchased the cars. The cars come without 
trucks or couplers, so I used T-section 
Bettendorf trucks from Kadee with Reboxx 
replacement wheels and #148 Kadee 
couplers on the cars. 
 
After assembly I painted the cars using 
Tru-Color primer and Tru-Color NYC 
freight car red. However, I found that 
Scalecoat* primer sticks better to resin 
cars. I had a problem with the Tru-Color 
primer not sticking to the resin surface, 
which caused massive peeling. So I ended 
up repainting some of the roofs. If you 
look closely at the photos of my finished 
cars you can see ghosting of where the 
paint peeled. I ended up liking this look 
since the real cars probably were subject to 
fading by the sun and also paint peeling 
away over time. 
*Scalecoat Paint is a solvent-based enamel 
paint now produced and sold by Minute Scale 
Models. 

I created the white lye appearance on the 
cars using dry powders.  

 

If you look closely you can see the ghosting 
caused by the pealing and repainting of the 
roofs. 
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I am very satisfied with how the cars 
turned out and have enjoyed running 
them in some of my freights and as cattle 
trains. 

Hopefully, this short article will encourage 
you to try some of them to add cattle cars 
to your collection.  These cars are the only 
authentic models of these cars that are 
available today and you can purchase 
them in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop. 

This photo shows a partial view of one of 
Dean’s 15 car cattle trains. 

Here is a view of NYC Mikado # 2373 leaving 
the yard with a full string of NYC cattle cars. 
Since Dean lives in California, the club layout 
doesn’t have any NYCS territory we are aware 
of.  It looks like the first car may be a B&O 
cattle car, but the rest of the train is NYC. 

 

Some time ago Dean sent us some photos of 
some NYC tank cars that he had added to his 
collection after seeing the article by Seth Lakin 
in our magazine.  

“Noel, 
 
After seeing the article that Seth Lakin 
wrote about the NYC tank cars I thought I 
would chime in. I saw the same photo he 
used in the Canada Southern website last 
year and read someone’s note to use an 
Athearn single dome tank car to model 
this car. Not being too much of a rivet 
counter I had some decals made and built 
up five cars, changed the brake wheel to 
be more like what was on the actual car, 
and now I'm about to work 
on weathering them. I hope some readers 
will be inspired to do the car having read 
his note.  
 

Dean” 

 
Here is a photo: 
 

Looks like Dean has assembled 10% of the 50 
tank cars the NYC owned.  
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 37 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 



2015

2015

Reddssdfkjjjjjsddsfd

Regular Member-U.S. w/print Central Headlight    $39.00      _______
Regular Member-International w/digital edition      $39.00 _______
Life* (Return form to maintain membership)          $  ̶  0 ̶        _______
Charter Member (Member #’s 1-350 only)              $35.00       _______
Canada & Mexico Magazine Postage               add $ 15.00      _______
- Other Countries Magazine Postage              add $ 31.00      _______

Options: - Contributing Member*                     add $ 11.00      _______
- Sustaining Member*                        add $ 31.00       _______

Digital Edition of Central Headlight(US only)add $ 15.00       _______
Total       $_______

I agree not to provide the Digital Edition to others by signing here:  

New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ 07630-0264

2017 Membership Renewal Form

LifeLife categories are for existing Life Members only.

YYou may also renew by going to our on-line Society Store at: NYCSHS.net 

_________________
May the NYCSHS share your name, address, phone number and email address with 
other NYCSHS members?       yes         no

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
37
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Article by Bob Shaw             Photos by Bob 

A beautiful O-scale NYC Niagara backing into 
the roundhouse on Bob Shaw’s layout. Bob 
will tell us how he constructed the turntable 
and roundhouse that receive much of the 
attention from visitors to his growing layout. 

It is a pleasure to share the progress being 
made on my O-scale NYC Water Level 
Route layout.  In Part 6 in this series, I 
discuss the ideas and tips learned when 
adding a turntable and roundhouse to 
hold Mohawks, Hudsons, Niagaras and 
other legends of the steam era.  Visitors 
gravitate to this section of the layout first. 
They enjoy seeing all of the action, and ask 
a number of interesting questions about 
the process. 

Workhorse of the NYC System, a 4-6-4 Hudson 
returns to its stall after a busy day along the 
Water Level Route.   

Let’s face it.  There’s something “magical” 
about seeing an engine drive onto a 

turntable and revolve slowly before 
backing into a roundhouse.  Because the 
cost of new turntables is high, I bought an 
old Bowser 30 inch turntable at a train 
show and installed it to link with a Korber 
Models roundhouse.  The project called for 
scratch-building the turntable bridge and 
control house decks from basswood and 
kit-bashing a shanty to convert it into a 
control cab (house), which were firsts for 
me.  While the results fell short of the 
excellent modeling found throughout this 
publication, they were fun to do, look 
better than expected and encouraged me 
to employ them on future projects. 
Because these techniques can be applied to 
other scratch-building and kit-bashing 
projects, I hope you’ll consider using them 
on your layout.  

You Need a Big Turntable to Turn Big 
Engines 

After moving to our new home, I finally 
had enough real estate in the basement to 
build a 35.0 x 14.75 foot layout.  

 

You can see the area and configuration for 
Bob’s turntable and roundhouse in this 
drawing.  A large version can be found at the 
end of the article. 

My layout had to be large enough to 
accommodate a large o-scale Bowser 
turntable and four-stall Korber Models 
roundhouse with an external siding.  
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The installed Bowser turntable, scratch-built 
turntable bridge, four-stall Korber Models 
roundhouse and external siding are captured 
in this wide-angle view of this section of 
Bob’s layout.   

This article recaps the initial installation 
process before the addition of final touches 
were added such as roundhouse doors, 
smoke stacks, lighting, and so forth, along 
with other structures and scenery. 

If you’re considering purchasing a 
turntable, buy one with a long bridge.  As 
you can see in the photo below, a Lionel 
Niagara just fits on the 30-inch model.   

 

Bob’s O-scale Lionel Niagara just fits on the 
30-inch turntable bridge, which illustrates 
why he recommends purchasing a turntable 
with a long bridge.   

Unfortunately, turntables require a lot of 
space on a layout even in shorter lengths.  
Consequently, I suggest purchasing one 
that’s at least 30 inches long because the 
trade-off of requiring more layout space is 

outweighed by the ability to accommodate 
today’s larger engines.   

Keep the Turntable Pit Level during 
Installation 

After cutting the hole I inserted the 
turntable pit assembly and secured the 
edges to wood mounting blocks. It’s 
essential to keep the assembly level to 
ensure proper track alignment on both 
ends of the turntable bridge.   

Bob worked hard to keep the turntable pit 
level during installation into a hole cut into 
the plywood tabletop to ensure proper track 
alignment and smooth operation.   

A single circular track is recessed into the 
pit so rollers on each end of the bridge can 
ride on it. A drive shaft is located in the 
center of the pit, and secured by a setscrew 
in a brass collar.  The top of the drive shaft 
is inserted into a cast collar in the center of 
the bridge and secured with a setscrew.  
Positive power for the center rail of the 
turntable track is supplied through this 
shaft, while negative power to the outside 
rails is supplied through the pit track and 
rollers 
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A close-up of the end of the turntable bridge 
shows rollers that ride on a pit track to align 
track on the bridge with tracks leading to 
roundhouse stalls and an external siding. 

Rollers at each end of turntable bridge are 
visible in this bottom view, along with a cast 
collar in the center that secures the bridge to 
the drive shaft. 

A New Drive System for an Old 
Turntable 

The bottom of the drive shaft connects to a 
wood timing gear that’s driven by a timing 
belt powered by a heavy-duty motor.  
They were included in a Bowser Turntable 
Upgrade Kit purchased from Ross Custom 
Switches.

Under the layout, the bottom of the drive 
shaft shown in the image on the last page is 
secured to a large wood timing wheel that’s 
connected to a timing belt driven by a heavy-
duty motor.  

The kit also contained a power supply and 
controller that slowly moves the bridge 
until it aligns with the desired track.   

A temporary toggle switch panel tests the 
operation of seven isolated turntable and 
roundhouse track sections before installation 
into the permanent control panel. 

The square grey controller (above) is 
resting on top of a temporary control panel 
that switches turntable track sections “on” 
and “off”.  I found it saves time to be sure 
a system is functioning properly before 
permanently installing it on the control 
panel.  While the sidings can be controlled 
remotely by a Lionel TMCC® (Train 
Master Command Control) unit, I prefer to 
use “old school” switches to avoid a 
mishap caused by pressing the wrong 
button on the TMCC remote controller.   

 

A CAD “aerial” view of the turntable, 
roundhouse and isolated track sections 
illustrates the density of track in this area.  
Water and coaling towers, other yard 
accessories, buildings and scenery will be 
added in the next step.   
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The seven switched turntable and 
roundhouse sidings shown in the CAD 
view include: 

 T1 - Turntable Staging Track 
 TT - Turntable Track 
 T2 - Siding by roundhouse 
 T3 - Roundhouse Stall 1 
 T4 - Roundhouse Stall 2 
 T5 - Roundhouse Stall 3 
 T6 - Roundhouse Stall 4 

 
Scratch-Building the Turntable Bridge 

 
Components supplied with the Bowser 
turntable bridge included hardware, pit 
track rollers, metal side plates and a 30-
inch wood block that can be seen in this 
end view of the bridge.  

 
Layers that comprise the turntable bridge 
include pit track rollers, a 30-inch wood block 
with basswood planks that support a wide 
basswood board, GarGraves track, and 
horizontal decking support planks. 

First, track rollers were attached to the 
bottom of the block.  Then three narrow 
basswood planks were added, along with 
a wide basswood board to support a 
length of GarGraves track so the height 
precisely matched track on each side of the 
bridge. This is critical to ensure a smooth 
transition from the staging track to the 
bridge track to roundhouse stall track.  
Note that shims under track ties are 

sometimes required to fine-tune the 
alignment.   

Layers on the bridge were precisely built-up so 
its track height on the bridge precisely aligned 
and matched track on each side of the bridge.   

Below you can see the photo of the bridge 
showing the wide basswood plank that 
supports the track, and narrow horizontal 
basswood beams that support the deck 
and the control house platform.  Metal 
side plates can be seen, too. They were 
painted grey and screwed to each side of 
the wood block. The middle plate was 
attached later after setscrews on the drive 
attachment collars were adjusted and 
tightened for the final time.   

 
Gray metal side plates were screwed into 
place along the length of each side of the 
turntable block.  Note the pit track rollers 
located at each end. 
 
A wide-angle top view in the image below 
shows evenly spaced horizontal support 
beams along the entire length of the 
turntable bridge.  
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A top view of the turntable bridge shows 
evenly spaced horizontal basswood beams 
that will support the deck and control house 
platform. 

 
Because the weight of an actual turntable 
control house would require more support, 
wider basswood beams were installed to hold 
the platform. 
   
Wider beams (photo above) will support 
the control house platform.  Each beam 
was nailed in place with brads after first 
drilling a pilot hole through the basswood 
to prevent splitting.  All basswood was 
wiped with red oak stain to allow the 
grain to show through the rich hue.   
    
With the support beams in place, vertical 
deck planks were glued to them and 
secured with clamps until dry (above 
right).  Some planks on the left side were 
already glued in place, along with the 
control house platform.   
 

The completed turntable bridge can be 
seen in the wide-angle photo below.  
Square basswood strips were glued along 
the outer edge of each side to hold cast 
railing stanchions, which were threaded 
with copper wire to simulate guard wires. 

 

Kitbashing a Shanty into a Turntable 
Control Cab (House) 

  
The completed turntable control house 
began as a trackside shanty that cost $1 at 
a train meet.  While the shanty’s original 
width was good, it was too long and had a 
pitched roof.  So it was back to the 
bandsaw to do some cutting!   

With the 
support 
beams in 
place, 
vertical 
deck 
planks 
were glued 
to them 
and secured 
with 
clamps 
until dry.	

Railing 
stanchions 
with guard 
wires threaded 
through them 
were added to 
each side of the 
turntable 
bridge to 
complete the 
project.  	
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The turntable control house began as this 
trackside shanty. 

After removing the roof and base, I 
carefully cut each side so it was slightly 
wider than each window and cut off the 
back wall to preserve the toolbox.  Next, 
the front, two sides and back wall with the 
toolbox were aligned and glued together 
with cyanoacrylate adhesive.  White 
styrene strips were glued to hide the 
vertical exterior seams and wood supports 
were cut and glued along the inside seams 
to reinforce the walls.  These strips and 
supports were painted red along with the 
rest of the house.    

 

Kitbashing the shanty involved using a 
bandsaw to cut each side to make a smaller 
footprint and aligning the sides before gluing 
styrene strips to the hide vertical exterior 
seams.   

 

Wood strips were cut and glued to the inside 
seams to reinforce the walls of the control 
house.   
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Because a curved roof was prototypical on 
most turntable control houses, I cut two 
curved half-circle pieces out of a styrene 
sheet and glued one to the top of the front 
wall and the other to the top of the back 
wall. 

 

The curved roof on the control house can be 
seen here along with the toolbox.  

 

Close-up of curved roof detail. 

 

Front and back views show curved half circle 
styrene pieces glued above the front door and 
back wall to support the curved roof.   

The overhanging round roof in both 
pictures was made from skinny wood 
strips that were glued to roof paper before 
being bent and glued to the “half circle” 
styrene pieces.  Final touches included 
adding a lamp over the door, and gluing 
clear plastic to simulate glass in the door 
and side windows.  Making this was a lot 
of fun.  While it’s not perfect, it felt great to 
add this personal touch to the project.   

 

Final touches to the control house included 
adding a lamp above the front door and gluing 
clear plastic in the windows to simulate glass. 
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Precisely Placing the Roundhouse and Its 
Stall Tracks 

The overhead view below of a Dreyfuss 
Hudson being turned to enter the last stall 
illustrates the track density required to 
make roundhouse sidings, as well as the 
precise track placement needed for proper 
alignment of each track.   

This view shows the high track density 
required to make roundhouse stall sidings, as 
well as careful track placement required for 
precise alignment.   

In addition, this close-up view (following) 
shows the close tolerances required for 
small gaps between the end of each stall 
track and the turntable bridge track.  
Tweaking everything so it runs smoothly 
takes a lot of patience, but the resulting 
flawless operation is worth the effort.   

 

This view of the pit edge shows the tight 
tolerance required for small gaps between 
track at the end of each stall and track on the 
turntable bridge. 

From left to right, the close-up image 
above shows a MTH Dreyfuss Hudson 
along with a Lionel Niagara, Mohawk, 
Hudson and a Legacy® Mohawk on the 
external siding, which can also be seen in 
this side view of the roundhouse (below). 

A Lionel Legacy Mohawk awaits its next 
assignment on an external siding beside the 
roundhouse.   

Powering Roundhouse Track 

I found the roundhouse kit at a train show 
and had a model maker build it.  He 
mounted it on a board that was the same 
thickness as my cork roadbed.   

 

Removing the rear roof reveals engine and 
track placement within the roundhouse. 
Interior lighting and details will be added in 
the next step. 

That way, I could run cork up to the front 
of each stall, as it was level with the 
interior board, and lay track into each stall, 
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as shown in this rear view of the 
roundhouse with the rear roof removed. 

Track power to each isolated stall section 
is supplied through feeder wires fed 
through holes drilled through the 
roundhouse floor and benchwork. All 
track power connections on my layout are 
hidden.  However, because the rear 
interior of the roundhouse will be covered 
by the roof, GarGraves track power clips 
were installed to provide a secure 
connection.   

 

Track power is supplied to each isolated stall 
section through feeder wires fed through holes 
in the roundhouse floor and benchwork.  
GarGraves power clips insure a good 
connection.     

What’s Next? 

Now that the turntable and roundhouse 
are operational, final touches will be 
added to the roundhouse including doors, 
smoke stacks, lighting and interior details 
to enhance realism.  Scenery comes next, 
along with an operating water tank, sand 
tower and other structures found in a 
steam yard, which will be the subject of 
another NYC Water Level Route update.   

 

 

 

Now that Bob’s turntable and roundhouse are 
operational, he plans to add roundhouse 
doors, smoke stacks, lighting and interior 
details to enhance realism, along with water 
and sand towers and other accessories and 
structures found in a typical yard.      

 

A side view of one of Bob’s NYC 4-8-2 
Mohawks awaiting an assignment on the 
siding next to Bob’s completed roundhouse. 

 

The streamlined Hudson is pulled out onto the 
turntable as the 20th Century Limited is being 
assembled for another run on Bob’s interesting 
Scenic NYC Water Level Route. 
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The CAD drawing of Bob’s 35.0 x 14.75 foot layout shows the position of his new turntable and 
roundhouse, along with seven switched sections and sidings used to ensure smooth operation. 

 

One of the many drawings done by the NYC and available on one of our many DVDs for sale in the 
NYCHS Collinwood Shop.  www.NYCSHS.net  
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Article by Carl Sardaro    

 
Sparkling clean F-M –Liner 2400 HP passenger 
units 4502 and 4504 at Buffalo, NY.  Photo by 
Thomas Mulaniff. Collection of Darwin 
Simonaitis.  

Years ago, AHM/Rivarossi produced 
some O-scale equipment, including a NYC 
0-8-0 switcher, an FM C-Line A unit, some 
freight cars and a four-wheel caboose 
among them.  They were sold ready-to-run 
with deep-flanged wheels.  All are now 
out of production, but show up on 
occasion on e-bay at varying prices.  All 
are plastic with detailing on a level with 
Athearn blue box HO.  With some work, 
they can be relatively inexpensive O-scale 
models detailed to the level of your 
choosing.  This article discusses detailing 
an FM C-Liner A unit with B + B wheel 
arrangement. 

 
The C-Liner came in two paint schemes – 
Pennsylvania 5-stripe and ATSF 
Warbonnet.  If you are going to change it, 
use the paint remover of your choice.  
Disassemble the model.  The shell unclips 
easily by spreading the sides at the fuel 
tank.  One truck is powered and self-
contained, the other is not, but the truck 
casting is the same.  Carefully, remove the  
 

Photos by Carl except as noted 
E-clips holding the trucks in place.  Be 
careful not to lose the springs.  The E-clips 
and washers can be replaced at the 
hardware store.  The spring will be a 
problem. Put a dab of paint remover on 
the inside of the shell before you start to 
make sure what you’re using won’t 
destroy the plastic.  A word of advice: if 
you are going to remove the paint, try for 
a Pennsy unit.  The ATSF silver paint was 
a bear to get off.  

 
Disassemble the powered truck.  You will 
find a little sprung bullet-shaped contact 
with wires to the motor pressing against 
the back of each wheel, which is really 
clever setup.  Cut them loose from the 
motor.  Try to keep them in place.  No big 
deal, if they move.  Just remember how 
they fit together.  Disassemble the dummy 
truck.  Discard all the wheels.  With a 
razor saw, make a 1/8 inch deep cut 
perpendicular to the axles, behind the 
equalizer on both sides. These will hold 
brass or bronze contact strips for a power 
pickup in the former dummy truck.  Cut 
off the couplers flush with the end of the 
gearbox.  When remounted, the cut ends 
will be positioned toward the fuel tank 
where the cut will not be visible. 

 
AHM used the same three-pole motor for 
all of its locomotives. It needs to be 
replaced – no guts and poor operation.  
Northwest Shortline (NWSL) made 
repower kits (2671-4, 2672-4, 2673-4 and 
2674-4, depending on what tread width 
you wanted).  Each contained two double 
shaft can motors with a worm gear on 
each end, for geared 40” wheelsets and 
some bronze strips for current pickup. 
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The motors fit easily into the AHM truck.  
These are now out of stock with little 
chance for a new supply, so you will 
probably have to put your own kit 
together, using NWSL parts.  Frequent 
searches on e-bay have not found any.  
NWSL’s catalog is available online.  
Measure the diameter of AHM’s motor in 
millimeters.  The first two digits of the 
catalog number are the motor’s diameter 
followed by two digits that are its length.  
Select the motor with a diameter close to 
the AHM’s.  Find its maximum rpm.  Go 
to the Axle RPM table below.   

 
Select the maximum speed you want for 
your model and figure the gear ratio 
needed.  You may have to interpolate (you 
should have learned how to do that in 
elementary school when you studied 
logarithms).  The worm is figured as one 
tooth.  The ratio should tell you how many 
teeth you need on each axle gear.  Select 
the number of teeth for the worm gear that 
most closely matches your needs.  Note 
that worm gears are not the same as spur 
gears; the teeth are slanted to match the 
worm.  In addition, the worm should be 
made of a harder material than the axle 
gear for better wear. 

 
Remember, we are upgrading.  Both trucks 
will be powered (unless you don’t want 

this configuration). Fairbanks Morse used 
42” wheels.  AHM used 40”.  Note that 42” 
wheels will cause problems at the brake 
shoes.  If NWSL doesn’t have the geared 
wheelsets you need catalogued, they will 
assemble what you need from stock parts 
for a small setup fee of five to ten dollars 
and add it to the cost of the wheelsets, as 
long as they don’t have to do any 
machining work.  I obtained HO 26”/.088 
tread geared driver sets for TT Scale E 
units this way (26 HO-scale inches equal 
35.8 TT-scale inches. Who is going to spot 
two tenths of a real inch at 1/120 scale?) 
 
Install the driver sets in one of the trucks.  
Place them on a piece of track.  Install the 
worms on the motor shafts.  Set the motor 
in place.  If it doesn’t fit, carefully cut 
away equal amounts of the plastic on both 
sides until the interference is eliminated.  
If it’s loose, shim it equally.  The motor 
should be centered, front to back and side-
to-side.  The worms should be centered 
above the axles.  Solder a 6-inch wire to 
each motor brush assembly, taking care to 
follow the correct wire insulation color 
called for, if any, by your control system.  
After all of the adjustments are complete, 
use silicone caulk to set the motor.  Repeat 
this process for the second truck. 

 
In the original power truck, combine the 
wires in the bullet contacts on each side 
and connect them to the motor.  Do not 
solder them yet.  Make two brass/bronze 
strips, 1/8” x 3 to 4 inches long, and .010 
inches thick is good.  Solder a six-inch wire 
to each near the center.  Insert these in the 
slots you cut previously in the dummy 
sideframe casting.  Bend them to contact 
the backs of the wheel rims.  When 
satisfied, ACC them in place.  Connect 
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them to the motor wires temporarily.  
Complete the assembly of the trucks.  Test 
them for the direction of travel.  They 
should both travel in the same direction 
when placed on the track with the cut off 
coupler ends facing each other.  If they 
don’t, reverse the connections to one 
motor so that the trucks go to the right 
when the direction toggle is moved to the 
right. 

 
Install the trucks on the frame.  Connect 
the trucks to each other with wire.  I found 
some plastic terminal strip that was easy 
to cut into sets of four terminals at the 
local Ace Hardware in the Electrical 
Section.  I connected the motors to the 
wheelsets through the terminal strips and 
ran wires between the strips at each end of 
the chassis.  No soldering!  It is an easy 
conversion to DCC, if needed.  This 
extends power picked up from one truck 
to the other, reducing the potential for 
stalling at insulated turnout frogs.  Mount 
the couplers and check them against a 
gauge.  Kadee 805’s were my choice for 
couplers.  Set the chassis aside. 
 
Because the AHM couplers were truck 
mounted, the hole in the pilot was very 
large to allow for the coupler to swing.   
 
Take a piece of .010” styrene about two 
inches square. Insert it behind the pilot 
and flex it to the contour of the back of the 
pilot. Using trial and error, trim the 
corners until the piece fits snugly.  When 
satisfied, trim away the excess at the 
bottom of the pilot.  Set the shell aside. 
You can reassemble the locomotive, as it 
is, add details and paint, if it suits you.  
However, whenever you need access 

inside, you will have to remove the front 
coupler.   
 
Cut the piece in half with the shaped end 
to one side.  Lay the shaped piece over the 
uncut piece and shape the end to match.  
Glue the shaped pieces in place one at a 
time, making sure they are snugly in place.  
After the plastic cement has dried fill the 
recession in the face of the pilot with 
putty.  Overfill slightly.  Squadron Green 
works well.   

 
You can see in this photo how large the hole 
for the coupler mounting is before 
modification. Carl wanted to make this more 
prototypical to produce a more accurate 
model. 

 
When the putty is dry, sand it to match the 
face of the pilot.  When the entire surface 
of the pilot is smooth, find the center of the 
pilot just under the anticlimber and mark 
it.  Put additional marks 3/8” either side of 
that mark.  On the centerline of the pilot 
put a mark ¼” below the first mark, then 
draw a smooth curve connecting the last 
three marks.  Cut a small hole just below 
the anticlimber.  Use an X-Acto knife with 
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a #11 blade and files to open the hole to 
the curve.   
 

 
The completed modification on the coupler 
opening results in a more accurate model of 
the C-liner. Carl did an excellent job.  The 
difference is amazing. 
 
An easy way to avoid this is to mount the 
coupler on the shell.  To do this, turn the 
chassis upside down.  Mark the frame 
behind the coupler.  Remove the coupler.  
Cut the frame at the mark.   

 
This photo shows the location of the cut to 
move the coupler from the chassis to shell. 
 
Glue the cut-off piece where it fits into the 
shell. When it is dry, reinstall the coupler.   

 
In this photo you can see how Carl mounted 
the coupler inside the frame.  This allowed 
him to remove the shell without removing the 
coupler. 
 
Assemble the locomotive and recheck the 
coupler against the gauge.  Adjust it, if 
needed. 
 
That completes the mechanical upgrade.  
Refer to NYCSHS photos for detailing the 
shell, if you want to.  As a start, I removed 
the cast on handrails and grab irons.  They 
will be replaced with some made of .020 
wire.  A good reference is David 
Sweetland’s book “C-Liners”.  It has 
information about all the railroads that 
bought C-Liners with some photos of each.  
He lists the various lots in the order the 
NYC purchased them.  It would be 
worthwhile to find a copy, if you are going 
to give this a shot.  The NYC purchased 
some freight units as A-B-A sets.  That’s 
what I am working to replicate.  
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This shot shows Carl’s C-Liner shell ready for 
the painting, lettering and assembly with the 
modified power and trucks.   
 

To make a B unit, you will need an 
additional shell.  The passenger C-Liners 
with the B+A-1-A wheel arrangement, are 
another project awaiting my attention. 
 

We hope to have another article from Carl and 
are looking forward to seeing the final version 
of the FM C-Liner when he has it finished. 
(Editor) 

 

 

 

F-M C-Liner freight units 5007 and 5009 on train SC-1 at Suspension Bridge, NY, April 1952. Photo 
by Jeremy Taylor, NYCSHS Collection 
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check, or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany. This 310-page, hard 
cover volume includes: 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes: 428 pages, hard cover, and 
672 illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. 
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.)  Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 

	
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	Steam	Locomotive	Books	
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This is the cover of our very first edition of the 
magazine and we have come a long way since 
2011. 

We have been publishing the NYCentral 
Modeler since October 2011.  And in all that 
time there have been numerous members 
and non-members who have written many 
wonderful articles. 

There is a small cadre of writers who 
continue to provide interesting and 
informative articles for publication and 
they have been invaluable to our 
continued success. 

As I finish up this edition, I find that I 
have no articles on hand for the April 2017 
edition.  This is a first.  I do have a few of 
the cadre who have promised articles for 
that edition and I am very thankful for 
them. 

However, I am very disappointed that 
more of you are not taking the time to 
share your NYCS modeling or collecting 
with us. 

From time-to-time, I see members’ layouts 
in some of the modeling magazines and I 
certainly understand the desire to be 
published in those nationally recognized 
publications.  

However, it would be nice to see some of 
that modeling by members featured here 
in the Society’s modeling publication. 

To get you started I would like to provide 
some basic concepts for writing an article 
for us. I hope that a few of you will read 
this along with the article on photography 
at the back of the magazine and take the 
few hours required to share your 
modeling with our readers. 

 

How to Write an Article For Us 
We can use articles that just tell us about 
your collection of models, your layout, a 
modeling project, a new concept or 
technique you have using, your future 
plans for a model or layout, a new 
technology you have discovered, or almost 
any other topic that is related to the NYCS. 

All of our writers are amateurs and many 
have never written an article before they 
ventured into writing one for us.  So 
anyone can do it.  We are just asking you 
to try.  We will help you in any way we 
can. So let’s begin. 

 

Start with an Idea and Outline 

First, you need to decide what you want to 
write about.  Once you do that, the first 
step you should do is to take a few 
minutes to create an outline of the article.  
This allows you to organize your thoughts 
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and plan for the photos you will be taking 
to accompany the article. You will find a 
sample outline for a layout article at the 
end of this article, but it is only a sample.  
You can use it if you are writing about a 
layout, but it won’t work well for other 
types of articles. 

Once you complete the outline, you can 
begin to plan for the photographs that you 
will take to include with the article. 

Document Project Progress with Photos 

If you are writing about a project, rather 
than starting with the outline, you can 
simply take photos of every step of the 
project as you proceed so they become 
your outline for writing.  It is very easy to 
write an article about a project by simply 
looking at the photos you have taken as 
you go and then writing from them. 

It is really important to include lots of 
photos with any article you submit for an 
online publication.  The more photos the 
better. 

As you write be sure to indicate in the 
article where the photos should go.  We 
like to use the digital photo number to 
show where they go, such as 
(DSC_04.jpg). This annotation allows us 
to place the photos near where you want 
them to go and we don’t have to guess 
where you want them to go in your article. 

Don’t Worry About Getting it Perfect 

We understand that writing can be 
challenging and we are here to help. Just 
write the article in plain language and be 
sure you re-read it before you send it so 
that it makes sense to you.   

Do a spell check and submit the article in 
MS Word and the photos as separate 
items.  You can attach the photos to a 
series of emails, send them to us on a DVD 
or ask us to help you figure out the best 
way to send them. 

To finalize your article please provide a 
separate MS Word document with 
captions for each photo. They should be 
listed in the sequence you want them to 
appear and then include a sentence or two 
telling us what we are seeing.   

Caption example: 

DSC_04.jpg - The RS-3 is pulling a short 
commuter train #XXX and is arriving at 
Anderson, IN.  The loco is an Atlas model and 
has been weathered using chalks. 

Include Your Photo and Short Biography 

Please include a recent photo of yourself 
preferably with some of your trains or 
project visible in it. This is used to show 
our readers who you are. 

Also include a short two-paragraph 
biography that tells us about you and your 
modeling history. 

As you can see, it takes longer to tell you 
how to do it than to write the article. 

2,000+ Modelers Will See Your Article 

Our magazine is read by over 2000 
modelers and is the only magazine 
devoted to modeling of the NYCS. We 
need your help to keep it going. 

Have an Article Published and Get a T-
Shirt 

As a new incentive to write and article, we 
will be giving each author who is 
published one of our new NYCSHS 
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Magazine Author t-shirts shown on the 
following page. 

So please take some time to consider 
writing an article for us.  It only takes a 
few hours and it allows us to showcase 
your model collection, layout, idea or 
project.   

Even if you don’t have a layout we want to 
hear from you.  Tell us about your 
armchair dreaming for a new layout, a 

project in your future, or your favorite 
locomotive or rolling stock.  There are a lot 
of those types of modelers out there. 
Remember that there are all kinds of ways 
to take part in the exiting hobby of model 
railroading.  Most of us are not experts, so 
please share your modeling with us.  We 
are looking forward to hearing from you 
soon. 

Call us at 703-407-3059 or send an email 
to NYCSHS@verizon.net

 

OOuurr  NNeeww  NNYYCCSSHHSS  MMaaggaazz iinnee  AAuutthhoorr  TT--SShhiirr tt   

 

We will send you one of our new design t-shirts after your article is published.  Made of  heavy-duty 
cotton, these t-shirts and they come in M, L, XL and XXL sizes.  Get yours today and show the 
world that you are a published author. 
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Layout Article Example - NYCentral Modeler Outline 

1. History of prototype railroad modeled. (Or fictional railroad modeled) 
2. Short history of your involvement in model railroading and how you got started. 
3. Tell about where your layout is located and how it is laid out. 
4. Tell us about your locos and rolling stock. (Nomenclature, manufacturers, couplers 

and weathering.) 
5. Tell us about your towns, buildings, figures, autos and trucks, industries, signals, and 

railroad servicing facilities. (Manufacturers, scratch, kit or kitbashed.) 
6. Tell us about your mainlines, branch lines, yards and industrial sidings. 
7. Tell us about how you build your benchwork, scenery and lighting. 
8. Tell us about how you operate your railroad. 
9. Tell us about displays, if you have them, of your equipment other than the layout. 
10. Tell us about your involvement in other railroading activities and any other hobbies 

you enjoy. 
11. Tell us if your layout been featured in other publications and what those were. 
12. What are your future plans for your railroad hobby? 
13. Please include the following: 

 A drawing of your layout. A simple sketch will work.  We have someone who will 
turn it into a finished drawing for the article. 

 A head shot of you to use in the NYCentral Modeler 
 A short two-paragraph biography for use in the NYCentral Modeler 

 

Construction Article Example -  NYCentral Modeler Outline 

1. History of the prototype you are modeling. 
2. Description of the model you are constructing to include the manufacturer, scale, type 

of model (simple, moderate, expert), construction material, what additional material 
is required to finish the model (trucks, wheels, couplers, hardware, paint, decals). 

3. Take detailed photographs of each step of construction. 
4. Include drawings of areas that require a better understanding than just words can 

provide. 
5. Describe each step of construction so the reader will understand completely how to 

construct the model. 
6. Show the finished product from several angles and views and describe the finished 

product. 
7. Talk about where and how you plan to use the model on your current or future 

layout, display shelf or club layout. 
8. Please include the following: 

 A head shot of you to use in the NYCentral Modeler 
 A short two-paragraph biography for use in the NYCentral Modeler 
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Article by Noel Widdifield Photos by Noel  
My Background 

I was asked to write an article on model 
railroad photography. So what do I know 
about taking photos of model railroads?  
To answer that I need to give you a little 
background on how I got into model 
photography. My interest and capability 
centers on digital photography for online 
model railroad publications, which is the 
focus for this article for NYCentral Modeler. 
I am no expert and am writing this article 
only to provide some basic information on 
the subject in hopes it will encourage some 
of you to takes some photos and write and 
article for us. 

Several cameras have passed through my 
hands over the years, but I really didn’t 
start taking photos of model trains until I 
purchased my first digital camera, a Sony 
Mavica, in the late 1980s. It used 3 ½” 
floppy discs to record the images and had 
a 10X optical zoom lens. 

 

The Sony Mavica was my first digital still camera 
and it served me well.  It used 3 ½” 1.4 M floppy 
discs to record the images. 

Using the Sony, I photographed my 
emerging 1/29-scale model railroad that 
came about when I left behind the HO-
scale modeling because it was becoming 
more difficult to work on the smaller 
models.  The Large Scale layout began to 
take shape, and in the process I came 

across a Large Scale organization and 
website. Soon I found I was writing 
articles and then editing other writers for 
the online magazine for LSOL.com. Thus 
began my taking and editing a large 
number of digital photos. I also spent most 
of a day with a professional in this field, 
Fred Lagno, who photographed my layout 
for the article I wrote for Railroad Model 
Craftsman a few years ago.  

Fred Lagno adjusting the settings on his camera 
as he photographs my layout for Railroad Model 
Craftsman. 

Over the years with LSOL.com I continued 
to upgrade my cameras to Nikons and 
have finally settled on my current camera, 
a Nikon D-90.  There are now newer, 
better models, but this one does it for me. 

 

My Nikon D-90 SLR that I have had for a number 
of years and still serves me very well.  It has more 
features than I will ever understand or use, but it 
takes great photos. 



Photography for Model Railroad On-Line Publications	
	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 59	

I am currently the editor of the NYCentral 
Modeler, the online magazine for the New 
York Central System Historical Society 
(NYCSHS) http://nycshs.org/for-the-
modeler/nycentral-modeler/ and publish 
this 100-page magazine on a quarterly 
basis. I also post photos weekly on the 
NYCSH Facebook page. This keeps me in 
contact with hundreds of digital images 
monthly and requires me to take and/or 
edit many digital photos each week. 

This is the cover of the NYCSHS 4th Qtr. 2016 
NYCentral Modeler. 

Noel’s Photo Philosophy 

I use digital photos to help illustrate 
articles about model railroading by 
helping to “tell the story”. Photos help tell 
the story by giving the reader a visual 
image of what is being done in a 
scratchbuilding or kit-bashing article, 
explaining how a layout was built, 

reviewing a new model railroad product, 
or displaying a collection of trains.  So I 
believe that if the photo doesn’t provide a 
clear visual of what is going on in the 
article, it isn’t useful.  

Good Equipment – Good Photos 

A good photographer must have the 
proper equipment, such as cameras, lights 
and a variety of other things to get the job 
done properly. 

Cameras can be point & shoot, phone or 
tablet cameras, or single lens reflex (SLR) -
- any of them can be used effectively to tell 
the story in pictures.  Understanding how 
each can be used to take the best photos is 
important, as all of them will do a good 
job.  

Point & Shoot Cameras 
 
Many point & shoot cameras available 
today for under $100 have most of the 
necessary capabilities. Many have manual 
aperture control to be used for this type of 
photography and have the digital quality 
necessary for online publishing. The 
focusing capability for close up photos 
varies, but many are adequate. Sometimes 
the ability to place the camera directly on 
the layout makes this type of camera even 
desirable at times. 

Phone Cameras (iPhones) 
 
Most of the cameras found in the latest cell 
phones are capable of taking many of the 
photos you might want to use for online 
articles.  They certainly have the picture 
quality, but lack the ability to manually 
control aperture making them not as good 
as other options for some applications.  
They also do not have good zoom 
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capabilities for quality close ups. If a cell 
phone is all you have when you need to 
take a photo don't hesitate to use it.  It just 
shouldn’t be relied on for the majority of 
your photos. Many of the photos in the 
NYCentral Modeler by our authors are 
actually taken with cell phones. 

Tablet Cameras (iPads) 
 
These fall in the same category as cell 
phone cameras. Although they provide a 
much better viewing screen for taking 
photos than cell phones, they have the 
same limitations and capabilities.  Use 
them if you have nothing else. 

Digital Single Lens Reflex (DSLR) 
Cameras 
 
These cameras have become the standard 
for photography. They provide a view of 
what is being photographed through the 
same lens as the photo is taken. This 
provides the photographer with an exact 
view of the photo that will result. These 
SLRs come as compact and full-frame 
DSLRs. Both types have interchangeable 
lens capability and have a variety of 
manual controls and features that make 
them the best for photographing models. 

If you are really serious about 
photography, select a full-frame DSLR but 
don’t hesitate to use the capability you 
have with you if you don’t happen to be 
carrying your DSLR and the opportunity 
presents itself for the photo you need. 

Minimum Camera Requirements for 
Good Photography 
 

1. Minimum of 8 megapixels of 
resolution 

2. Autofocus that allows manual focus 
3. Provision for remote or delayed 

release so a photo can be taken 
without touching the camera itself 
(This prevents movement of the 
camera during long exposure) 

4. Manual aperture (lens opening or f-
stop) selection 

5. Ability to focus the camera up close 
(4” or less) 

6. Provision to place the camera on a 
tripod 

Before you begin to shoot the photos spend 
some time reviewing the “User’s Manual” that 
comes with your camera. Understand all of the 
features and controls and practice with it 
before you begin to actually shoot the photos 
you really need. 

 

The cover of the User’s Manual for my Nikon D-
90 SLR.  It is well worn from use.  It answers all 
of my questions about the camera. 

Use Good Light and Not a Flash 
 
The first rule is never use your flash!  
More on that later. Most model railroad 
photography requires long exposures in 
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dim lighting or high ISO values. Therefore, 
you will probably need some type of 
auxiliary lighting.  You can use 
incandescent, fluorescent, or halogen 
lighting, but you should not mix them. I 
prefer sunlight, but that is not always 
possible. I also use a set of halogen work 
lights that I purchased at Home Depot 
years ago, and they work very well. The 
stand is a little large and can be somewhat 
awkward, but it has been good enough for 
me for a number of years.  

 

The halogen lights that I purchased several years 
ago from Home Depot.   

Tripods, etc. 
 
Although most digital cameras can be held 
pretty steady, it is a good idea to have a 
tripod for many of your photographs.  A 
tripod provides absolute stability for those 

shots with long exposures that are so often 
used in photographing models.  I have a 
standard tripod and another that is very 
small.  The standard one can be set up on 
the floor and the small one can be placed 
right on the layout if necessary. I also have 
a monopod that I use sometimes when I 
don’t have room to set up the tripod, but it 
is only as stable as I am. 

 

My sturdy tripod.  It is completely adjustable and 
can raise the camera to just over 6-feet from the 
ground.  It keeps my camera very steady for long-
exposure shots. 

 

My mini-tripod.  It is not nearly as steady as the 
big one, but it can go places that the big one can’t.  
It is very useful for those close up shots on the 
layout. 
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Lenses Provide a Range of Focus 
 
Zoom lenses are found on almost all point 
& shoot and SLR cameras today and they 
provide the range of options for photos 
that you will normally need for your shots.  
I have a range of screw on lens that I also 
use for many other photographs that I 
take.  They include 18 – 105 mm, 55 – 200 
mm and a 500 mm lens.  The one I use the 
most for model railroad photographs is 
the 18 – 105 mm one.  It allows me the 
range of focus I need for model railroad 
photography.   

 

The most useful of my lenses is 18 – 105mm 
zoom.  The 18mm setting is the one I use the most 
for models. 

Backgrounds Enhance the Photo  
 
I have found that having a neutral 
backdrop can be handy.  For that I 
purchased two large foam display boards 
from Staples.  They are 36” X 48” and are 
of tri-fold design.  They can be set up to 
use as a background for photographing 
individual models. One is white and one is 
black. They can be set up with the 

model(s) placed in front of them or on top 
of them.  The boards cost about $16 each 
and have lasted for many years.  

 

The white foam display board. 

 

The black foam display board. 

Storyboarding the Article 

It is very important to plan ahead for the 
photographs to accompany an article 
written for online publishing.  Once you 
have decided on the objective of the 
article, you should then develop a detailed 



Photography for Model Railroad On-Line Publications	
	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 63	

outline before you do anything else.  The 
outline may get modified as you proceed 
with the project, but it serves as a useful 
guide as you write the words and gather 
the photographs. 

Once the outline is completed, you should 
develop a plan for the photographs you 
wish to use in the article.  This plan can 
then be used to proceed with the 
photography.  I usually attempt to do all 
of the photography at this point using the 
outline as a guide. I take the photographs 
with the idea of telling the “story” in 
photos.  This will lead you to think about 
the article visually.  The article should 
flow through the photographs you take. 
This will make the writing much easier 
and guarantee that the reader will see the 
story. 

Understanding What You Want to 
Photograph 

As you use the outline to lead you to take 
the photos you need, you must think 
about what you want to accomplish with 
each photo before you take it. In other 
words, you should develop the objective 
for the photo before you begin the shot. If 
the purpose is to show the steps in 
building a model, you will need to 
consider the logical sequence for the 
photos. Again, be sure you understand the 
objective for each photo.  If you want to 
showcase a layout, make sure you take 
photos for each element of the layout in 
addition to just photos showing the more 
picturesque views. 

Arrange the Scene 

As you do the planning for the photo 
sequence, think through how the objects to 
be photographed are assembled.  Each 

photo should stand on its own as a fact 
within the article.  The viewer should not 
be confused as to the purpose for the 
photo. Ask yourself, “What does the photo 
tell me?”  If you can’t answer that 
question, then the reader/viewer won’t 
understand either.  With this in mind, 
make sure that there is nothing in the 
scene that detracts from the point of the 
photo.  I receive many photos that have 
tools or knocked over figures in the photo. 
Out of scale or out of place objects distract 
and interfere with the flow of the article by 
causing the viewers to focus on the 
distraction rather than on the “story”. 

Lighting the Scene 

TURN OFF THE FLASH!!!   The flash just 
will not give you the balanced lighting you 
need for good photos in this application.   

In most instances you will be taking the 
photo in less than optimum lighting 
conditions.  Taking the photo outdoors in 
natural light is the best condition for 
photography.  If you cannot do that, you 
will need a source of a bright and balanced 
light for a good photo.  This is where the 
floods we discussed earlier come into play.  
They need to be positioned so that they 
provide clear lighting on the scene without 
shadows, if possible.  If you can’t avoid 
shadows, then think about the time of day 
you are portraying and be sure the 
shadows align with the angle of the sun 
for that time.   The objective is to avoid 
harsh highlights or dark shadowy areas in 
the photo. Really look at the scene through 
the viewfinder and don’t be afraid to take 
several shots of the same scene with your 
portable lights set in different positions.  
(One of the big pluses of digital imagery is 
that you can take and delete many of your 
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shots to be sure you have the best to use.) 
In some cases, you might need to 
supplement the two lights recommended 
with an additional one or two to fill in the 
scene, but this is pretty rare.  Occasionally, 
you might even try bouncing the light off 
of a light colored ceiling to help defuse it 
for the scene. 

The Mechanics of a Good Photo 

The following is a good checklist to use 
when you set up the scene for your shots: 

1. The Story to be Told 
Again, before taking the photo, think 
about the objective of the photo. Avoid 
adding distraction to the main theme of 
the photo.  Secondary themes or stories 
should be avoided as they take the viewers 
attention away from the main objective for 
the photo. Be sure to review the 
background and foreground in the photo 
for these distractions.  Focusing just on the 
main object in the photo and forgetting the 
surroundings can cause one to miss these 
distractions.  Take a good look at the entire 
scene in the viewfinder before you begin 
to shoot. Remove anything that takes 
away from the main purpose of the photo. 
Be sure to review your photos again for 
distractions.  If you find any, remove them 
from the scene and shoot the photos again. 

2. Scale 
This is really two subjects. The first is the 
scale of the model(ing).  Taking photos of 
the smaller scales (N, Z & HO) is more 
difficult than the larger scales because the 
objects are so much smaller.  But, you have 
no control over that.  If the article is about 
N-scale, then you have to shoot N-scale 
objects. 

 

The second subject about scale is the need 
to be sure everything in the photo is the 
correct scale for a believable shot.  When 
you view the scene through the viewfinder 
examine every element of the scene to see 
if anything appears to be out of scale.  I 
find this to be one of the biggest detractors 
in many photos I see.  If it appears out of 
scale to you it will certainly appear out of 
scale to the viewer.  After you take the 
photos, review them again for distractions 
and if found, remove the object from the 
scene and retake your photos. 

3. The Model(s) 
It is important to review the model(s) you 
are shooting for quality, accuracy and use 
in the scene.  If the model is not done well, 
that will jump out in the photo.  If it is not 
an accurate reproduction of the real thing, 
it will be obvious to the viewer.  It should 
be as prototypically correct as possible.  
How the model is displayed in the scene is 
also very important.  Does it look real?  
That is the question you should ask before 
you take the photo. It is also important 
that the supporting scenery, other objects 
and the background be as realistic as 
possible.  If you are modeling the real 
world, the photo should show the scene as 
close to the real world as can be done. 

4. Composition 
The object that you are highlighting in the 
photo should not always be in the center 
of the photo.  Try to arrange to have your 
shot conform to what is the “rule of 
thirds”, so your composition will be better.  
This means that that object should be 
arranged so that it is located about 1/3 of 
the way from either side of the frame and 
1/3 of the way down from the top or 
bottom.  This can be enhanced by having 
other things in the photo lead the eye to 
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the object of attention.  Things like the 
railroad tracks, tree lines or roads can be 
used to focus the eye on the main object. 
Experiment with this until you feel 
comfortable with doing it. 

5. Realism (Alive) 
I have already alluded to this in “The 
Model” above, but I cannot emphasize this 
enough. It is important to bring the idea 
that the objects in the photo are part of the 
real world and “alive”.  Of course, using 
figures in the scene is the best way to do 
this, but they should be posed to appear to 
be caught in movement and not static.  Try 
to avoid using single figures, as they tend 
to look more toy-like.  Individuals talking 
to each other, or helping each other 
perform tasks are better. All figures should 
be engaged in doing something. Other 
objects such as trains, cars, and trucks 
should appear to be moving or parked. 
Looking at them through the viewfinder 
before the shot, and reviewing the photos 
after are good ways to see if you have 
accomplished this sense of living realism. 

 

The figures in this photo appear to be engaged in 
the repair of the GP-9.  This lends life to the 
photo. Of course this photo has no scenery.  

 

 

6. Viewpoint 
Because most of the objects in a model 
railroad setting represent things that are 
much larger than we are, in the real world 
they would be viewed from below. In 
order to replicate the real world for a 
model railroad we need to get as low as 
possible to photograph it. 

This photo was taken down at track level.  It gives 
the perspective view that would be seen in a photo 
of a real locomotive.  It makes the photo appear 
more realistic. 

Since it is not possible for our camera to be 
the same scale as the layout (it is much too 
large), this results in photographs being 
taken at levels higher than they would be 
in the real world.  For a general rule, “the 
lower the better” for positioning the 
camera for the shot.  This is not always 
possible so you can also assign the 
photographer to railroad towers or hills. In 
any case, really high-level shots are not 
acceptable unless they are done to provide 
an overview of an area or layout and the 
caption should indicate that this is the 
case. 
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This photo was taken from a higher angle, but it 
was taken to show the size of the layout and not to 
represent the real world. 
 
7. Foregrounds 
The area in the scene closest to the camera 
is often out of focus because it is so close to 
the camera.  Many times clarity is also a 
problem because the fascia shows in the 
scene.  Raising the camera slightly can 
sometimes fix the out of focus problem.  
Using Photoshop to remove the out of 
focus area or the fascia is also a solution.  
Just be aware that this can be a problem 
and consider it when you frame the shot. 

Note the distractions in this photo. The 
foreground is out of focus and there is a window 
in the background.  This photo could be cropped 
to remove the out of focus foreground and a layer 
with sky could be added to cover the window, but 
as is, it should never be used. 

8. Backgrounds 
The background is usually less of a 
problem because it’s being out of focus 
mirrors the real world. You need to be 
very careful about examining the area of 
the shot so that objects that are not really 
part of the scene you want to create are 
eliminated.  Walls, edges of scenery, 
windows and doors in the background can 
really distract from the realism of the shot.  
Again, be aware of this problem and try to 
eliminate them before shooting, or use 
Photoshop to remove them after the photo 
is taken. Portable skies can solve this 
problem. They can be painted on 
cardboard or wood and inserted behind 
the scene to make the photo more realistic. 
Photoshop can also be used to insert a 
suitable background into the photo after 
the fact.  

9. Lights on the layout 
Consider lights on the layout in the form 
of loco headlights, lighted houses, 
streetlights and signals in the photo.   Each 
of these light sources adds realism.  A loco 
headlight is always lit when the loco is 
active.  Houses usually are lit when they 
are occupied and signals should be lit 
when the track is active.  Remember to 
include them in your checklist as you 
check the scene for realism before you take 
the shot.  

10. Quality of the Image 
After you complete a series of photos, it is 
always wise to go back and review them 
for quality.  Check all of the elements 
listed above and be sure that the photo is 
framed well and in focus.  It the quality is 
lacking, go back and do them again. 
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Taking the Photo (A checklist) 

1. For the best image quality, place the 
ISO setting to its lowest value. ISO 
settings are the equivalent of film 
speed in the old days. You should also 
set the resolution to the highest your 
camera provides.  

2. Set your image format to JPEG unless 
you plan to do a lot of post-shot work 
with Photoshop. If you this is the case, 
you should select RAW, but this will 
result in very large images in terms of 
pixels.  I find that JPEG works for most 
applications for online publication. 

3. Select the highest aperture setting (f-
number) for the greatest depth of field. 
Depth of field is the distance to which 
objects in front of, and behind the 
primary focus remain in focus.  We are 
looking for high f-numbers for these 
photos. 

4. Put the zoom to the widest setting 
(wide angle or least amount of zoom) 
so that you have the maximum depth 
of field. 

5. Shut off the flash. Remember the 
earlier discussion on this. 

6. Set up your camera tripod and attach 
your camera to avoid moving it when 
you take the shot. 

7. Be sure you are satisfied with your 
lighting.  Review the discussion above. 

8. You can set your “White Balance” on 
“Auto” on most modern cameras, but 
you can also follow the instructions in 
your cameras users manual to 
manually adjust it. I use Auto all of the 
time and get good photos. 

9. Take plenty of time to arrange the 
scene before you begin to shoot, using 
the guidelines above. 

10. Ensure that the camera has the correct 
focus point.  This can be done by 
pressing the shutter button half-way 
down and look in the view finder to 
see that the indicator is on the point 
you want for the primary focus. 
Remember this point should be 
somewhere slightly behind the front 
edge of the primary object you want in 
the photo. 

11. Set the self-timer, or use a remote 
shutter release to take the photo.  This 
will prevent camera movement when 
the photo is taken. 

12. Ensure that the image in the viewfinder 
is sharply in focus and the camera is 
still in position on the tripod. 

13. Take several shots of each scene.  The 
joy of digital images is that you can 
take as many as you want and delete 
the ones that you don’t want or need.  
It costs you nothing to take multiple 
shots and pretty much ensures that you 
get the one you want.  

14. Continue to use this checklist for each 
photo or set of photos you want to 
take.   

15. Download the images to your 
computer and review each one to select 
the ones you want to use. 

 

What You Can do with a Photo After 
Downloading it to Your Computer 

There are many good software packages 
that allow you to manipulate photos once 
you have them loaded on your computer.  
I use Adobe Photoshop Elements to do 
this.  I find that for the kind of photo work 
that I do, it is more than adequate. I will 
only relate a few of the processes I do with 
it for my photos. There are many more 
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things that can be done with these 
packages, which can be found online. 

1. Cropping: 
This feature allows you to cut out 
rectangular parts of your photo.  This is 
very useful for removing unwanted parts 
of a photo.  You simply outline the area of 
the photo you want to retain and save it. 

 

 

The first photo was the one taken and has the 
distractions of out-of-focus object in the 
foreground and the seam in the ceiling in the 
background.  The second photo has been cropped 
to remove both and resulted in a more usable 
photo. 

2. Adding Captions 
Many times it is useful to add captions 
directly on the photos.  This is easily done 
with the typing tools in Element.  You can 
also do this with MS Power Point as 

illustrated in the image of the NYCentral 
Modeler cover at the beginning of this 
article. 

3. Rotate the Image 
If your image is not correctly aligned, you 
can rotate it in any increment.  This allows 
you to straighten images that aren’t 
perfectly aligned because of a problem in 
taking the photo.  You can do this in 
increments as small as .1 degree. 

4. Resize 
For online publishing image size can be a 
problem for very high-resolution images 
because they take up a lot of storage space 
on the site.  I usually reduce the images to 
less than 1 megapixel to insert them into 
the publication. 

5. Process Multiple Files 
Using this feature you can reduce file sizes 
of multiple images all at once.  This is 
useful when sending multiple images 
using emails.   

6. Smart Tools 
Photoshop Elements has Auto Smart Fix, 
Contrast, Color Correction, Sharpen, and 
Red Eye features that essentially provide 
automatic adjustments for each of these 
features.  Sometimes they can provide 
improvements in the photos without you 
having to do more than click them. 

7. Adjust Lighting 
This feature allows you to adjust settings 
for shadows, highlights, and contrast.  
Play with these features to see how they 
affect your image and then use them if 
necessary to improve your photos. 
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8. Adjust Color 
There are several settings in this feature 
that allow you to make subtle changes to 
the color in the photo. Again, try them out 
before you use them on your important 
photos. 

9. Convert to B&W 
This feature is obviously used to convert 
color photos to black & white.  Sometimes 
a B&W photo can convey a feeling of era. 

 

 

The first photo is in color and is a good photo, but 
the second photo, in black and white, conveys 
more of the feeling of the 1950s that the layout is 
trying to portray. 

 

 

10. Adjust Sharpness 
You can use this feature to experiment 
with the sharpness of your photo, but it 
must be used carefully.  If you have done a 
good job with your camera settings when 
taking the photo, you shouldn’t need to 
use this very often. 

11. Remove Objects 
If you have taken an otherwise good photo 
but missed an object that detracts, you can 
remove the offending object from the 
photo.  This takes some practice to be done 
effectively. 
 
12. Add a Background 

 

 

This sky background in the first photo was used to 
cover up a window showing in the background of 
the second photo resulting in a GP-7 on a 
sunshine day. 
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When you take the photo and have been 
unable have a good background you can 
use the layering tools to add sky or other 
backgrounds into the photo.  

This requires a level of expertise that can 
only be obtained by much practice.  This 
subject could require another whole 
article. 

13. Other Tools 
Photoshop has many more tools that can 
be used to enhance a photo after it has 
been taken, but most are beyond my 
capability to explain here. 

What Makes a Good Photo for an Article? 

A good photo for an article is one that 
helps tell the story you want to convey.  It 
will be of high quality and allow the 
viewer to better understand what you are 
talking about in the text.  An online 
publication allows many more photos than 
a printed one, so take advantage of this 
fact and be sure to take and include lots of 
photos to tell the story. 

 

Some figures ready to be worked on. 

Figures attached to pieces of wood with pins for 
easy painting. 

A back view after painting. 

 

A side view showing more detail of the painting. 
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A close up photo providing a view allowing the 
viewer to see the fine detail of your work. 

 These five photos tell the story from obtaining the 
figures in the package to preparing them for 
painting, to the final finished figure.  In the real 
article on painting these, I used many more 
photos showing all of the steps completed.   

 
Some Good References 

There are many really good and 
professional photographers out there who 
take photos of model railroading subjects 
and have written numerous articles on 
that subject.  I would suggest that you take 
the time to read what they have written.  I 
am not an expert in this area, but I hope 
that this short introduction into the subject 
will be helpful. Below are some places to 
get real expert help on this subject. 

http://www.popphoto.com/how-
to/2013/03/i-photographer-model-
railroad-shooter-paul-dolkos 

https://www.x2011west.org/handouts/JS
-Photo-RR-Models-X2011.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50S
wfOUvcWo 

http://www.model-railroad-
infoguy.com/model-train-
photography.html 

http://www.building-your-model-
railroad.com/model-railroad-photos.html 

So after you read this article go to your 
workbench, layout, or collection and take 
some photos trying out what you have 
learned in the article. 

A few minutes of practice can make a huge 
difference in the quality of your photos.  
Don’t be afraid to experiment. 

Don’t feel that you have to purchase an 
expensive camera or a lot of equipment to 
obtain good results.  The secret is practice 
and patience.  Use whatever you have and 
take some time to try some of the 
techniques I have described and you will 
find that your photos will be greatly 
improved. 

If any of you find mistakes or have 
suggestions to improve what I have 
written, just send me an email and I will 
publish it in the next edition. 

We need articles to stay in business and 
good photos greatly improve the quality of 
the articles. 

As the ad says, “Just do it!!”. 

 

On the following page, which 
photo looks the best to you? 
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Send your choice to NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
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David Gallaway’s NYC 19000 Caboose 

 

 
 

David built the AMB NYC 1900 caboose kit after reading the article in the 3rd Qtr. 2015 NYCentral 
Modeler by Seth Lakin. We saw it passing through Lyons in our last edition. We are looking 
forward to seeing more of David’s modeling in the next edition. 
 

David Horn models in S-Scale and we look forward to an article 
from him soon. 

 
We shared a photo of David’s repainting of his Dreyfuss Hudson in the last issue. We wanted to 
share another photo of the Hudson with his 20th Century Limited train on his hi-rail S-gauge layout. 
We are looking forward to an article by David soon.  We have had very few S-scale modeling 
articles in our magazine so this promises to be an interesting article. 
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David Howarth continues to build his O-Scale NYC layout in 
Australia 

      
David is currently working on the Bear Mountain Bridge for his layout and sent us these three 
photos of his progress.  We look forward to David’s next article on his huge O-scale NYC layout. 
 

Larry Faulkner constructed variations of the NYCSHS Trackside 
Structures 

 
Larry completed several of the NYCS outhouses from the NYCSHS Trackside Structures kit and 
shared them with us. We miss his regular section in this quarter’s edition, but he promises another 
article for our April 2017 issue. 
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Mark Sklar is working on his four-track main with track pans	

 
As you can see Mark still has a lot of work to do He is building the four-track main with track pans 
along the longest part of his layout. He is designing this part of the layout to show the 20th Century 
Limited in a straight line going through the rural countryside of the Mohawk division. We are 
looking for an article from Mark soon as well. 

 
Pete LaGardia’s Western Illinois Division of the NYC. 

 

   
Pete has written an article for us before, and he models the NYC in Illinois, so we are very curious 
about these two photos he sent us of some the NYC marine models the Society has for sale.  He 
recently purchased the marine color paint from us, and it looks like he has done a good job on a 
couple of models.  We hope to get an article from Pete explaining what these boats do in Illinois. 
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Some More of Larry Faulkner’s Modeling 
 

  
These photos show the latest on Larry’s Harmon coal dock that has occupied much of his time for 
the last year or so.  The model is on the left and the real thing is on the right.  

 

   
Larry has hand crafted the coal chutes for the model.  The photo on the left shows them before 
installation, and the one on the right shows them painted and in place. Larry even has a couple of 
workers available to coal the next steam loco that rolls up for fuel.  He is working on an article 
about the model but doubts that many of our readers will build such a large model.  In fact, Larry 
has no layout to place the model on, but he continues to build the structure for a future layout.  This 
is a way that many modelers practice their hobby.  Dreaming and planning is a lot of fun.  Perhaps 
some of you are doing this as well.  Of course, Larry is also building as he waits to have a place for 
a layout. 
 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 77	

 
NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be and where it was found. Send your answers 
to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Another of the wonderful ads for locomotives from the 1950s

    
We found some vintage advertisements for the New York Central and wanted to share them.   
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1st Qtr. 2016 Authors (From top left to right) - Lars-Erik Sondenkamp, Dave Mackay, Dennis Regan 
& Bob Keeler, Brad Andonian, Seth Lakin, and Bob Shaw 
 

    
 

    
 
2nd Qtr. 2016 Authors (From top left to right)  – Kyle Coble, Larry Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, 
Victor Hand, Roger Murphy, Dave Staplin and Rich Stoving 
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3rd Qtr. 2016 Authors (From top left to right)  - Keith Taylor, Alan Schofield, Roger Murphy, Dave 
Mackay, Dave Staplin, and Seth Lakin 
 

 
 

 
 

4th Qtr. 2016 Authors (From top left to right)  – Bob Shaw, David Howarth, Dave Mackay, Larry 
Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Dean Apostal, Dave Staplin, and Julie Sanders our fabulous proof 
editor. 

HHaall ll   oo ff   HHeerrooeess--  AAll ll   wwii ll ll   rr ee ccee ii vvee   oouurr  bbrraanndd  nneeww  NNYYCCSSHHSS  MMaaggaazz iinnee  WWrrii tt ee rr   

TT--SShhii rr tt..  ((SSeeee  ppaaggee  5566  ffoorr   bbee tt tt ee rr   vv ii eeww  ooff   sshh ii rr tt))  
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Share Your Modeling or Collection with 
Other NYCS Fans 
 
If you model or collect NYCS models it is very 
easy to get started.  All you have to do is put 
your ideas down on paper. You can use the 
outlines on page 57 to capture key ideas and 
information.  You can take a bunch of photos 
of your layout or collection.  Or you can just 
start writing about your hobby. 
 
Remember that none of our authors are 
professional writers and none of them are 
getting paid to do an article. 
 
Many of them just want to share their 
modeling or collection with other NYCS fans.  
In other words, they are just like you. 
 
It is never easy to find the time to do 
everything that you would like to do, but 
wouldn’t it be fun to see your modeling or 
collection featured in our magazine? 
 
Start Your Article With a Brain Dump 
 
I was talking this over with Bob Shaw, one of 
our proof editors today and he said to me, 
“Just ask them to just start writing… do a 
brain dump to capture their thoughts.  Forget 
about grammar and punctuation, or the 
precise flow of the information, as it is easy to 
fine-tune an article once the main ideas are 
written. “ We will be glad to edit and focus the 
article for publication. But we can’t help until 
we receive the initial article from you. Of 
course, no article ever comes to us fully ready 
for publication.  That is what we editors are 
for. 
Think about what you do in the hobby.  You 
must have some things you have done or are 
doing that you are proud of. Just write them 
down and take some photos and send them to 
us.  We will do the rest. 
 
 
 

An Easy Way to Take Photos 
 
You will find an article about taking photos 
for online publishing a few pages back, but I 
wanted to tell you about a simple way to take 
photos for our magazine if you are not 
interested in taking professional quality 
photos. 
 
Most of you have a phone with a camera. If 
you do it is a very simple matter to get some 
photos for us to use. 
 
Just point your phone or tablet at your models 
and shoot. Since it costs nothing to shoot 
digital images and they can be sent to us free 
of charge, don’t be afraid to shoot several of 
each subject. Then send all of them to us and 
let us sort out the goods ones and edit them to 
use in the magazine. 
 
The next few photos were taken with my 
iPhone 6S in about ten minutes to take them 
all. Any of them could be used by use in the 
magazine. The point here is that these photos 
were taken with a phone camera and are all 
suitable for our publication. In addition, they 
only took a few minutes to take. 
 
We are interested in seeing and hearing about 
your modeling and appreciate that you are not 
a professional writer or photographer.  We just 
want you to share your hobby with the rest of 
us. 
 
So how about taking a few minutes to do that.  
The result will be extremely satisfying to you 
and to us. 
 
If you need help give us a call or send us an 
email.  703-407-3059 or NYCSHS@verizon.net  
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A pair of Hudsons on my 1/29–scale layout. 
This photo can be cropped to make it appear 
more realistic. 
 

 
 
It took me about a minute to make this photo, 
which is suitable for the magazine. 
 

 
 
This is not a perfect photo either, but we 
would use it with an article as it is. 
 

 
This is another photo that isn’t perfect, but we 
would use it because it tells a good story. 
 

 

 
These two photos tell a good story without 
any written words. They were snapped on my 
HO-Scale layout, which is under construction. 
 
 



	 83	

2017 Calendars are on Sale Now 

	

	



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 84	

Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                   

The ad on the left, appearing in Time magazine in May 1943, celebrates the railroads contribution to 
the war effort in WW II and the important contributions that the NYC made to that victory. The 
other advertises Pacemaker passenger service. 

    

On the left you see the cover for a brochure that the NYC published advertising their Pacemaker 
freight service.  They created a new concept in fast freight and painted boxcars, cabooses and truck 
with the famous Pacemaker red and grey. The right is the next to last page of the brochure. This 
brochure can be viewed in complete form on the NYCSHS website. https://nycshs.org/nycs-research-
information/  
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This is the map that was included in the Pacemaker Brochure. It shows all of the cities served with 
Pacemaker freight service. 
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With the long-term lease of the new NYCSHS headquarters at 6950 BBB Engle Road, 
Middleburg Heights, OH, the Society embarked on another new adventure.  As NYCSHS 
President, Rich Stoving pointed out, the Society has existed for 46  years without a real 
home. 

Over the years the Society rented storage space for the archive materials we amassed, but 
has not had a place to really call its own.  That has changed and we now have a very nice 
facility.  However, we needed furniture, equipment and modern security and 
commuications systems and really didn’t have the funding for those items. 

As a result, we appealed to the membership for contributions for all of this through the 
Flight of the Century campaign, and you have responded generously.  The goal was set to 
raise $50,000 and to date you have contributed $66,184.12.  Your contributions will allow us 
to purchase what we need initially for the facility and still have a little in reserve for future 
needs. 

Thank you for your generosity.  The funds will help us provide a secure, climate-controlled 
and cheerful work place for our continued work on the archives and will also provide a 
place we can be proud of when visitors like you drop by.  

The 20th Century Limited has reached La Salle Street Station in Chicago, so the campaign has 
been a great success.  A sincere thank you for your generosity. 

A complete list of all donors can be found in the 4th Qtr 2016 Central Headlight.  There is 
also a great article about the move of the archives and the set up of the new “Headquarters”. 

We are still organizing the archive material and by the time you read this we will have 
begun to set up the offices, meeting room and research room in the building. We held our 
September 22 - 23 Directors Board meeting there and we hope to have a Grand Opening in 
late spring or early summer of 2017. We can still use more archive volunteers, so if you are 
interested, contact the NYCSHS Archivist, Joe Epperson at joeeppy@wowway.com 

 

 

Flight	of	the	Century	Campaign	Update	
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This section shows what is now available in the Collinwood Shop. www.NYCSHS.net.	
 
We continue to add new selections that feature the NYCS in books and models.  Take a look 
at the shop and see what we offer in interesting and unique items that allow you to celebrate 
the NYCS.	

  

New York Central Signals Department DVD 

 

  NYCS Signal Department Standards & Diagrams 1965, NYCS Rules of the Operating 
Department 1937, and Color – Light Signals General Railway Signal (GRS). A complete 
collection of pages from the NYCS Signals Department publication and extracts from other 
relevant publications covering most aspects of the signals used by the NYCS. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.htm 

	 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives 
(DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
 

Now Available for the First Time in a Digital Version 
 

This DVD provides a complete reference volume for all diesel locomotives owned and 
operated by the NYCS until February 1968, the effective date of the Penn Central merger.  It 
contains diagrams, photos, complete rosters, and related material on each of these 
locomotives.  It is an invaluable reference for historians, modelers, and fans.  Now in digital 
form, it allows the owner to view all of the information about these locomotives on a 
computer and allows the downloading of important reference material about each 
locomotive. 
MSRP $35.00  NYCSHS Members' Price $27.00 and that is 20% 
off MSRP. 
 
Shipping is free, but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-
DVDs_c_17.html 
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Walthers HO-Scale Branchline Trains NYC Woodard Station Kit 

 
Based on a New York Central station in Woodard, NY, this classic small-town depot is complete 
with a waiting room, baggage room, and bay windows. Kit features laser-cut wood components, 

peel-and-stick trim, appropriate signs, and a resin chimney.  

 
This is a drawing from the NYCSHS collection depicting the station on which this model was based.  
Each station had slightly different configurations based upon needs.  The model can be modified to 

represent several stations on the NYC lines east portion of the railroad. 

Order at: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Walthers-HO-Scale_c_99.html 
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Books, Books, Books 

	
	

	
	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at: 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html 

	



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 91	

TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Section House Kit 

 
 

This section house was the mainstay of track maintenance for many decades on railroads. The NYC 
placed their unique structures every few miles on the right of way so crews had ready access to tools 
and supplies. Also, a speeder was stored there so the track gang could move easily up and down their 
assigned stretch of track.  This is an exclusive NYCSHS model.             
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

 
TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Trackside Structures Kit 

 
Track maintenance and safety were a priority for the NYC.  To keep on top of both took manpower 
and resources. To aid this effort, the railroad placed their standard, 12’ x 18’ section house every few 
miles for easy access by the track gang.  Plus, they used two different styles of privies (pit latrines) 
for the inevitable call of Mother Nature. The switch cabin provided some shelter for the trackmen. 
This kit was designed and produced in conjunction with the NYCS Historical Society.  You will be 
proud to place these buildings on the high iron and secondary lines around your pike. 
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

 



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 92	

Express, Mail & Merchandise Service 

 
Describes rail express service and merchandise traffic on railroads from the early 1900s through 1960s when 
railroad personnel handled packages and merchandise - everything from baby chicks and cornflakes to money 
and machinery - and got them to their final destination. A wonderful historical reference for modelers and 
railfans. This book covers depots, freight houses, and terminals plus dedicated trains, special cars, and 
delivery. Learn about train operation, car movement, and more. The book contains many photos and references 
to the NYC services for this traffic.  It is an excellent primer for those interested in knowing about how the 
railroads handled this type of traffic. 

 Non-members $21.99.  NYCSHS Members $17.59 

Order at: http://nycshs.net/Kalmbach_c_113.html 

 
Our Newest Model Releases 
Walthers	HO-Scale	MCRR	(NYC)	Freight	Station	

	
Model built and photo by Tom Stage 

The prototype for this model was the NYC station at Caledonia, MI. Its board-and-batten walls, broad 
overhanging eaves and tall windows are typical of small town stations on the MCRR.  Freight and storage 
facilities occupy the rear portion of the building, while the front half is divided into two smaller rooms.  One of 
these serves as the agent and telegrapher's office and the other as a warehouse. 

MSRP $23.85. NYCSHS members price $19.08 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax.	

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Walthers-HO-Scale_c_99.html	
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Broadway Limited HO-Scale 

 
NYC EMD F7A/B Short Lightning Stripe                   NYC/IHB USRA H-6 Light Mikado 

   

NYC/IHB USRA H-9 Heavy Mikado                                                NYC/P&LE EMD NW2 

All available in Collinwood Shop  
http://nycshs.net/Broadway-Limited-HO-Scale_c_86.html 

Classic Metal Works NYC –HO-Scale 

 
1960 Ford F-100 ½ Ton Pickup Truck 

Available in Collinwood Shop http://nycshs.net/NYCS-AccessoriesVehicles_c_142.html 
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MTH O-Scale/Gauge (2- & 3- Rail) 

 

NYC USRA 0-8-0                                             NYC L-3a Mohawk 4-8-2  

                     

NYC Pacemaker Boxcar, NYC Pacemaker Caboose, NYC Cabooses (Green), P&LE Caboose 

 

 

NYC 70’ Streamline Passenger 5-Car Set, Individual Cars, or Pairs 

All available in Collinwood Shop  
http://nycshs.net/MTH-Electric-Trains-O-Scale_c_71.html 

 

MTH S-Scale 

   

NYC EMD F3A                    NYC EMD F3B              NYC EMD F3A/B 

  

      NYC Pacemaker Boxcar 

All available in Collinwood Shop     
http://nycshs.net/MTH-S-Scale_c_72.html 
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Kadee HO-Scale 

 

P&E 50' Boxcar with 10' Door 

Available in Collinwood Shop http://nycshs.net/Kadee_c_143.html 

Bluford Shops N-Scale 
 

 

NYC Offset Side 2-Bay Hoppers (Singles, 2-Packs & 3-Packs) 

Available in Collinwood Shop  
http://nycshs.net/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 

 

 



	

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 96	

 

We Have Added Some New HO-Scale Westerfield Model Kits 

  
NYC or MCRR 1916 Automobile Boxcar 

  
  PMcK&Y or NYC USRA 70-Ton Hopper 

 

NYC, MCRR, NOR or CCC&StL 1916 DS Auto Boxcar (Original)  

And Many More in the Collinwood Shop 

NYC	

	

MCRR	

	

NOR	

	

CCC&StL	
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http://nycshs.net/Westerfield-Models-HO-Scale_c_87.html  

Bowser	HO-Scale	NYC	GE	U-25B	(DC)	

	

Phase IV, Split Windshield, Side Mounted Handrails, Updated Car body. 
Never done before in this phase. Available in NYC and NYC/P&LE. 

The GE U25B was General Electric's first independent entry into the United States domestic 
diesel-electric locomotive railroad market for heavy production road locomotives since 1936. 
From 1940 through 1953, GE participated in a design, production, and marketing consortium 
(Alco-GE) for diesel-electric locomotives with the American Locomotive Company. Starting 
in 1956, GE launched its Universal Series of diesel locomotives for the export market. The 
U25B was the first attempt at the domestic market since its termination of the consortium 
agreement with Alco. 

Ready To Run and Fully Detailed. New Upgraded Handrails (correct for all Phases), New 
9'4" AAR B Trucks and Gearbox, Metal MU Hoses, air hoses, windshield wipers, grab irons, 
coupler lift bars, operating headlight, window glass, can motor, flywheels, nickel silver 
wheels with RP25 flanges, knuckle couplers. Available with sound and DCC or just DC.  

Due March 2017 

      MSRP $199.95 DC/$299.95 DCC. NYCSHS members price $159.96 DC/ $239.96 DCC 
and that is 20% off MSRP.  Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio 

Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bowser-Locomotives-HO-Scale_c_62.html 

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts 
and suggestions to NYCBigFour@verizon.net       Thanks, Noel 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we head into the winter modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 2nd Qtr. 2017 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as we head into winter. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by February 15, 2017.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part. 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Preview Of 2nd 
Quarter 2017 issue 

 

Seth Lakin has a two-part 
article that looks at the 103 

SW-1s that the NYC 
possessed. 

Kyle Coble promises to have another 
issue of “The Early Car Shop” ready 

for us in the coming edition. 

Larry Faulkner plans to tell us about 
the Harmon coal dock that he and 
Manuel Duran-Duran have been 
working on for several months.  
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Always looking for 
good articles and 

photos for the 2nd 
Qtr. 2017 edition.  
Let us see your 

handiwork. 

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
98

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text




