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OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   

   
NYCSHS member Bob Shaw’s O-Scale Niagara in 

front of his new roundhouse.  See page 38 for 
more of his modeling. 

  
VViissiitt  tthhee  1100tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  SStt..  LLoouuiiss  RRPPMM  

  
Bob Keeler, Chuck Beargie, & Dennis Regan at the 

Show.  Page 25 
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NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective for the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 
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  Bob Shaw 
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Duran-Duran 

Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 

Layout Drawing Artist:  
               Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 15 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Mackay, (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Dale Madison, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 75 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
1,500 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and 
O-Scale models and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last three years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 



      

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2017 4 

 
Once upon a time, in the days of open platform observation cars, the joys of railfaning from the 
rear end, of watching shining rails recede into the distance, was commonplace, but surely has 
become rarer in the sanitized world of today.  Growing up close to New York City, I had ample 
opportunities to look both forward and backward from the front or rear car door of many a 
subway or elevated train.  While a front-car view was always thrilling, I thought there was a 
special kind of excitement afforded by a rearward view, especially on the elevated lines.  Perhaps 
this was because things that the train passed would pop into view unexpectedly.  Looking 
forward, you knew what was coming up; looking rearward, you were suddenly surprised. 
My tailgate train riding was more-or-less limited to the city’s Transit System until 1952, when our 
family had the summer use of a ski cottage in the Laurentian Mountains north of Montreal, 
Canada.  It was there, at the age of 16 that I learned to drive.   In that more relaxed time, no one 
seemed to care if a kid took a turn at the wheel.  In the nearby town of Ste. Sauveur-des-Monts, 
the local police, who rode around on bicycles, appeared to be more concerned about parking 
violations than driver’s licenses. 

Our two-room summer abode was situated about midway between two rail lines that radiated to 
the northwest from Montreal.   A 93-mile CNR line to Lac Remi passed through Ste. Sauveur, and 
a 158-mile CPR line to Mont Laurier passed through nearby Piedmont.  My dad was a railfan, and 
we frequently visited both depots to watch the comings and goings of short, Pacific-hauled 
passenger trains.   

One fine day the joys of tooling around in the family Ford took a back seat to a new adventure.  
“Want to ride up to Saint Agathe on the train?” my dad asked.  He said he’d drive up and bring 
me back, and he didn’t have to ask twice.  A three-car, wood-and-truss-rods consist soon arrived, 
headed by a quite new G-5 Pacific.  Ticket in hand, I hopped aboard and headed for the tail end.  
My dad snapped the accompanying photo with my box camera just before the train departed.  

As you can see, nothing but a single bar across the rear platform separated me from disaster as 
the handsome 4-6-2 led her consist deeper into the mountains.   The conductor was no more 
concerned for my safety than the local police were for the safety of anyone sharing those 
Canadian country roads with me long ago.  Would that it could be so today. 

                                             

Railfaning from the Read End 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President 
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As I sit here at my computer in Florida, I find it 
hard to believe that we are approaching the 
holiday season again. 

Our tree is up and the house is decorated and my 
thoughts have turned to the wonderful days of my 
childhood at this time of year. 

It was always a time of anticipation, wondering 
what I would receive as a present for my growing 
collection of trains.  At the time I was into 
American Flyer, and I loved the realism of the two-
rail track they used.  The ads and catalog for AF 
were my constant companions for several weeks, 
and I had dreams of one of the realistic 
locomotives that AF offered. 

I suppose that many of you remember those days 
of your childhood and the wonderful anticipation 
that were a part of that time. 

Today I have much of the same feeling of 
anticipation as I look forward to the next edition of 
the magazine and the possibility of new articles 
about our wonderful hobby that some of you send 
to us. 

The NYCS models we have in our Collinwood 
Shop far exceed anything available in my 
childhood. Tell us about how you enjoy them, the 
hobby, and the NYCS in your model railroading. 

If you like what we do or have suggestions, send 
me your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, 
O-, 1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles 
in all scales but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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DDeennnniiss  RReeggaann  &&  BBoobb  KKeeee ll ee rr  ––  1100 tthh  AAnnnnuuaall   SStt..  LLoouuiiss  RRaaii ll rrooaadd  PPrroottoo ttyyppee  MMooddee ll eerrss’’                  
MMeeee tt                                   Page 25 

  
  
  
DDeeaann  AAppooss ttaall   ––  PPaaiinntt iinngg  aanndd  WWeeaatthheerr iinngg  SSoommee  WWeesstt eerr ff ii ee lldd  SSttoocckk  CCaarrss        Page 34  

  
  
He runs an auto parts business in Los Angeles and has designed and tooled many 
mechanical parts. His specialty is DCC conversions on both diesel and steam, and he models 
in HO-scale. He says that while new, and at times naïve, around the function and detail of 
railroads, he has the desire to learn and appreciates the Society’s generosity with 
information they offer to those in need of NYCS information and guidance.	
  
BBoobb  SShhaaww    --  AAddddiinngg  aa  TTuurrnnttaabb ll ee   aanndd  RRoouunnddhhoouussee  ––  BBiigg  HHii ttss  wwii tthh  VViiss ii tt oorrss  Page 38  

 
 
Society).   Here, he peers from the cab of a 1907 Boston & Maine Mogul during a LOTS 
convention tour in New England.  Bob says he looks forward to meeting NYCSHS members 
at one of our conventions.     
 
Bob wrote five previous layout articles about building his creative interpretation of the 
famous NYC Water Level Route.  In Part 6 of this series, he shares some scratch building and 
kitbashing techniques he learned while installing a 30-inch turntable and four-stall 
roundhouse that are a big hit with visitors.   
 

Dean’s uncle worked for New York Central in the East Rochester yards for 
many years. Both his father and he witnessed the Central during the late 
1920s through the 1950s. This is an era he believes all of us would have 
wished we had witnessed. He has always liked the New York Central and 
has fond and memories of the railroad connected to his family. 

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest in the New York 
Central began when he was a boy and continues to be expressed 
today in the O-scale trains he runs and the layouts he builds.  He 
enjoys “talking trains” with friends as a member of TCA (Train 
Collectors Association) and LOTS (Lionel Operating Train 
 

This is the fifth time that Dennis and Bob have represented the 
NYCSHS at the St. Louis meet.  They continue to attend the meet each 
year and take some of the books that the Society has on their website to 
interest visitors at the meet.  They also help people try out the 
“Collinwood Shop”, NYCSHS’ online store.  They displayed some of 
their  & NYCSHS models and a lot of enthusiasm to impress visitors. 
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Retired from careers as a corporate communications manager and special education teacher, 
Bob and his wife Wanda live in southern Michigan.  When not training, they enjoy visiting 
their twin sons, spoiling their two grandchildren, traveling and getting together with 
friends.    

CCaarr ll   SSaarrddaarroo  --  UUppggrraaddiinngg  aann  AAHHMM  OO--SSccaall ee   CC--LLiinneerr                                    Page 48  
  

  
 
buff, and the realism of TT-scale two-rail appealed to him. He asked for some for Christmas 
and got it.  A year or so later, he found Model Railroader and Model Craftsman just as it was 
changing over to model railroading exclusively.  The bug bit hard.  He didn’t lose complete 
interest when girls and cars came along.  When he married, his wife didn’t object to his 
hobby. He and his family moved to northern Dutchess County, NY, north of Poughkeepsie. 
 
As TT fell by the wayside, he got into HO, then N.  In 2001, he went to an open house at the 
Kingston (NY) Model RR Club.  Impressive!  There was an O-scale, two-rail, 110’ x 34’ and 
fully scenicked. They’ve been there in a former NYC maintenance building since 1937.  He 
joined and started working in O Scale.  He is also a member of the NMRA, Hudson Valley 
Division and the Hudson Valley Railroad Society, a group of model railroaders that has 
restored the Hyde Park (Passenger) Train Station to what it was in 1958, when the NYC gave 
it to the Town of Hyde Park.  Activity in these organizations and the local volunteer fire 
department give this retired architect something to do in addition to building models. This is 
Carl’s first article in NYCentral Modeler. 
 
NNooee ll   WWiiddddii ff ii ee lldd  ––  WWrrii tt iinngg  aann  AArrtt ii cc ll ee   ffoorr  tthhee  NNYYCCeennttrraall   MMooddee ll eerr  &&  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  ffoorr  
MMooddee ll   RRaaii ll rrooaadd  OOnn--LLiinnee  PPuubbll ii ccaatt ii oonnss                        Pages 54 & 58  
      

  
  
  
                     

Carl was born in Brooklyn, NY.  He received his first train, an O-27 passenger 
train set, when he was fourteen months old. His Mom used to ask his Dad and his 
brothers whose train set it was.  When he was nine he was given a Lionel O-72 
work train set, led by the 763E Hudson.  He still has that set. When he got it, he 
was required to give the older set to a cousin.  In early teens he ran across an ad 
in Popular Science magazine for TT-Scale.  He was and still is a WW II airplane 

Noel is a long time model railroader starting with an American Flyer set when 
he was six and modeling in HO-scale until 1992 when he switched to 1/29-
scale.  He is a NYCSHS director, treasurer, business manager, webmaster and 
editor of the NYCentral Modeler. He has written numerous articles for on-line 
model railroading magazines and was an editor for LSOL.com’s online 
magazine. He created the current NYCSHS website and online Collinwood 
Shop. He has an extensive, fully landscaped, lighted and signaled 1/29-scale 
indoor layout and a large outdoor 1/20.3 layout.  He has started an HO-scale 
layout in his Florida home to pass the time between NYCSHS work. 
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The NYCentral Modeler Needs Some Articles 
 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know that many of you think 
that you don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with 
tools to help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know 
more about your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours and a 
camera or cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get 
you started.  Help us help you to tell us about your hobby.  We are interested in all scales 
and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about your 
modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
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