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OOnn  tthhee  CCoovveerr   

   

 NYCSHS Director Tom Gerbracht’s O-Scale 
Hudsons.  See page 84 for more of them. 

LLeeaarrnn  AAbboouutt  DDaann  HHoowwaarrdd’’ss  FFiiccttiitt iioouuss  
NNYYCC  --  NNeeww  HHaavveenn  LLaayyoouutt  

  
Dan’s ice house.     Page 47 
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The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective for the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, R.J. Barrett, J. 
Epperson, T.R. Gerbracht, S.H. 
Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Simonaitis, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti: P.T. Carver, 
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
 
 
 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Proof Editors: Julie Sanders 
  Bob Shaw 
  Ann Widdifield 
Engineering Dept:  Manuel 

Duran-Duran 

Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 

Layout Drawing Artist:  
               Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 15 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Dave Mackay, Chair, Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, 
Larry Grant, Dale Madison, Ralph Schiring, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 75 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
1,500 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, N-scale, and 
O-Scale models are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released many new NYC models over the last three years, but if you have some ideas for 
us, contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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‘Tis fall, and a model railroader’s fancy turns to thoughts of…  well, modeling, of course.  Maybe 
it’s time to get back to the layout, clean off some track, and get it running again.  Or maybe it’s 
time to hit the workbench and build that kit you bought at a hobby shop you visited while on 
vacation.  Or perhaps it’s time to think about how to turn your dream layout into reality.  Cooler 
weather tends to get the model railroading juices flowing again.   

If you’re reading this magazine, chances are that at least some of your modeling seeks to 
recapture, in miniature, some of the glory of the mighty New York Central System.  It wasn’t all 
four-track main line and water-level route, you know.  There were dozens of single-track 
branches and secondary lines, some very mountainous.  And it wasn’t all Hudsons, Mohawks, or 
Niagaras hauling sixteen-car limiteds.  But it all had a character of its own: a character that was 
spelled N-Y-C. 

To capture that character you need to drink up as much NYC atmosphere as possible.  This 
magazine, available to you free through the generosity of the New York Central System Historical 
Society, is a wonderful resource.  But membership in the NYCSHS offers much, much more.  For 
starters, members receive a quarterly magazine, Central Headlight.  Every issue is filled with 
photos and articles that recapture the essence of the New York Central System.  And there are 
many other benefits, too numerous to recount here.    

So if you’re not yet a member of the NYCSHS, how about it?  Now’s the time!   October would be 
a very favorable time for you to join.  Why?  Because all new members will receive both the 3rd 
and 4th Quarter 2016 issues of Central Headlight plus all four issues coming up in 2017.  That’s six 
great issues of our highly acclaimed magazine for the price of four.  You can’t beat that.  Let us 
welcome you aboard! 

     

Now’s the Time 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President 

 

 

Be sure to read the 
exciting news 
about our new 

NYCSHS 
Headquarters and 

the Flight of the 
Century campaign 

on page 100. 

This Quarter’s Central Headlight features 
articles on the 2016 NYCSHS 
Convention, the Norwalk Branch of the 
NYC, Hudson 5200, a story about 
growing up in Haldimand County in the 
Ontario province surrounded by steam 
trains, a story about NYC G-6 
Consolidation #2976, some of the 
railroads that crossed the Michigan 
Central main in Albion, MI, the 
memories of a machinist of steam 
engines, and lots of great NYCS photos. 
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Another three months have passed since the last 
edition and the Society continues to grow and do 
great things.  The “Flight of the Century” 
campaign has been a roaring success in raising 
funds for our new headquarters.  

We continue to provide new NYCS models at 
discounted prices in N-, HO-, S- and O-scales.  The 
NYCSHS Modelers Committee has a new chair to 
carry on the modeling activity of the Society. 

As we move into fall, many of us are returning to 
that layout or collection and planning to get more 
done this year.  It is an exciting time to be 
modeling the NYCS. 

It is my hope that more of you who model the 
NYCS will contact us and let us help you share 
your modeling with the rest of us. 

Many railroad historical societies are no longer 
able to have a magazine like this because their 
members won’t take the time to share. 

I hope we are not headed in that direction.  I spend 
a lot of time trying to round up articles and photos.  
It only takes a few minutes to contact us and we 
can help you do an article for us. 

Please take a few minutes to get in touch so we can 
help you share this wonderful hobby with our 
readers. 

If you like what we do or have suggestions, send 
me your articles, comments, and/or corrections.  

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, 
O-, 1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles 
in all scales but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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BBoobb  SShhaaww    --  UUssiinngg  aa  BBaanndd  SSaaww,,  JJuunnkk  HHooppppeerr  aanndd  $$55..0000  FFllaattccaarrss  ttoo  MMaakkee  GGoooodd  
LLooookkiinngg,,  OOnnee--ooff--aa--KKiinndd  RRooll ll iinngg  SSttoocckk                                                                                  Page 48  

 

(Lionel Operating Train Society).  Bob and his wife Wanda are retired and live in southern 
Michigan.  When not “training”, they enjoy visiting their married twin sons, spoiling their 
two grandchildren, traveling, and getting together with friends.  We are pleased that Bob 
is sharing his layout experience with us again in the fourth of a series that takes us 
through the process of planning, designing, and building his creative interpretation of the 
famous NYC Water Level Route.  

  DDaavviidd  HHoowwaarrtthh  - A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division  
            Part 5                                            Page 81 

 
 
Information Group. He continues to provide updates on his NYCS layout in this continu-
ation of the series. 
DDaavvee  MMaacckkaayy  --  Modeling NYCS Depots Using the Walthers’ Branchline HO-Scale Woodard 
Station Kit                                                          Page 43 

 

   
 
Dave is the Training Director for a Hydronic Heating Manufacturer’s Rep. Agency in the 
Metropolitan New York and New Jersey Area. Dave has just taken over as the Chair of the 
NYCSHS Modelers Committee. 

This is David’s fifth part of a multi-part series on his designing and 
constructing a layout of the West Shore in Australia.  David is a 
long-time NYCSHS member and is very active in the Australasian 
Region of the NMRA.  His layout is in 1/48-scale, and he even built 
a new building to house the layout.  His passion for the NYCS 
comes from his interest in rail-marine interface centered on the New 
York harbor area.  He is also a long-time member of the Rail-Marine 	

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest in the New York 
Central began when he was a boy and continues to be 
expressed today in the O-scale trains he runs, and the layouts 
he builds.  He enjoys the great friendships that were forged 
as a member of TCA (Train Collectors Association) and LOTS 	

Dave’s Society participation started when he attended his first NYCSHS 
Annual Convention in Albany, and wanted to help with growth of the 
Society. This was in part from the modeling assistance he has received 
from President, Rich Stoving. He is currently the Director in charge of 
Membership, and is the NYCSHS Model Shipping Department.  
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LLaarrrryy  FFaauullkknneerr  aanndd  MMaannuuee ll   DDuurraann--DDuurraann  MMooddee ll iinngg  NNYYCC’’ss  IInntteerr ll oocckk iinngg  TToowweerrss  NNoo..  
3377  &&  3399                                                          Pages 72 & 75  

	 	
Larry has been writing articles for “The Harmon Files” department for several years.  
Manuel contributes his “From the New York Central Engineering Department” to support 
each of Larry’s articles.  Both of them have been a major contributor to this magazine from 
the beginning.  Each is an excellent researcher, artist, engineer, and modeler.  The two 
articles in this edition continue the coverage of interlocking towers of the NYCS.   
 

 
 
 

  
  
  DDeeaann  AAppooss ttaall   ––  MMooddee ll iinngg  aa  ““HHoott   BBooxx””  oonn  aa  FFrriigghhtt   CCaarr      Page 29  
  

  
 
He runs an auto parts business in Los Angeles and has designed and tooled many 
mechanical parts. His specialty is DCC conversions on both diesel and steam, and he models 
in HO-scale. He says that while new and at times naive around the function and detail of 
railroads, he has the desire to learn and appreciates the Society’s generosity with 
information they offer to those in need of NYCS information and guidance.	
  
  

 

Larry (left) and 
Manuel (right) 

Dean’s uncle worked for New York Central in the East Rochester yards for 
many years. Both his father and he witnessed the Central during the late 
1920s through the 1950s. This is an era he believes all of us would have 
wished we had witnessed. He has always liked the New York Central and 
has fond and memories of the railroad connected to his family. 
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DDaavvee  SSttaappll iinn  ––  MMooddee ll iinngg  SSeeccoonndd  SSeecc tt ii oonnss  ooff   tthhee  CCeennttuurryy  iinn  PPoosstt   WWaarr  EErraa  ––PPaarrtt   33    
                              Page 62 

 

 
               

in Pittsburgh, where his family had moved in 1960.  His major choice in Civil Engineering at the 
University of Michigan was inspired by Alfred Perlman, the President of New York Central.  After 
graduation, he worked for 45 years in the rail industry with Penn Central, the United States Railway 
Association, Conrail, Seaboard System (which became CSX), Amtrak, and the American Railway 
Engineering Association.  He retired in June of 2015 and is doing some part-time consulting.  Married 
in 1973, he and wife Jane raised two daughters, Jennifer and Alison.   
 
Dave’s modeling of the New York Central goes back to 1960. He has made presentations on 
passenger car modeling at two of the Society’s annual meetings. This is Dave’s third and final article 
in this series with us. 

  

The NYCentral Modeler Needs Some Articles 
 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know that many of you think 
that you don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with 
tools to help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know 
more about your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours and a 
camera or cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get 
you started.  Help us help you to tell us about your hobby.  We are interested in all scales 
and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about your 
modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
 

        

Dave was born in Rochester, NY, the grandson of William Ray Staplin, a New 
York Central employee for almost 50 years.  Besides trips back and forth on the 
train to Utica where his grandparents lived, his father would take him to watch 
trains near the GRS plant in West Rochester. 
His first employment in the rail industry was during summers with the P&LE  
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4thQuarter 2016 9	

  
N-Scale Locomotives 
Atlas Model Railroad Company 

 
NYC RS-3 

 

P&LE RS-3 

More than 1,300 RS-3 road-switcher locomotives 
were built by ALCO between 1950 and 1956. The 
RS-3 can be considered one of the most successful 
four-axle diesel road-switchers ever produced by 
the builder. These 1,600 hp locomotives were 
powered by an ALCO 244 V-12 engine, which was 
complimented by rugged GE electrical 
components.  

Features:  
 Golden-white LEDs 
 Directional lighting 
 Separately-applied painted handrails  
 Blackened metal wheels 
 Scale Speed™ motor 
 Factory-installed AccuMate® magnetic 

knuckle couplers 
 Accurate painting and printing 
 AccuMate® couplers are made under 

license from AccuRail, Inc. 

MSPR $119.95 Expected Delivery 1st Qtr. 2017 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 

 
NYC GP-40 
 

 
The GP40 is a 4-axle diesel-electric road-switcher 
locomotive built by General Motors, Electro-Motive 
Division between November 1965 and December 
1971. It has an EMD 645E3 16-cylinder engine 
generating 3,000 hp (2,240 kW). 
 
The GP40 is 3 feet (0.914 m) longer than its EMD 
567D3A-engined predecessor, the GP35, and 
distinguished visually by its three 48-inch radiator 
fans at the rear of the long hood, while the GP35 
has two large fans and a smaller one in between. 
 
Features: 

 NCE Decoder (DCC models only)  
 Directional lighting 
 Walkway safety tread 
 Blackened metal wheels 
 Scale Speed™ motor 
 Factory-equipped with AccuMate® 

knuckle couplers 
 Dynamic brakes (as appropriate by 

railroad) 
 Golden-white LEDs 

NCE Decoder Features: 
 Silent Running™ motor drive 
 Both short and long addresses can be 

programmed on main line (Ops mode) 
 Torque compensation for ultra smooth low 

speed performance 
 Programmable start, mid and maximum 

speed CVs that work in all speed modes 
 Four function outputs with lighting effects 

generators that allow you to select from 15 
different lighting behaviors (ditch lights, 
Mars light, strobes, beacon, etc.)  

 
AccuMate® couplers are made under license from 
Accurail, Inc. 
 
Silent Running™ Drive is a registered trademark of 
NCE Corporation  
 
MSRP $124.95 DC, $159.95 DCC Expected 
Delivery 4th Qtr. 2016 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 
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N-Scale Rolling Stock 
Atlas 

 
NYC USRA Double Sheathed Boxcar 
The original USRA (United States Railway 
Administration) design box cars date from World 
War I when car designs began to be standardized. 
The double-sheathed version was the first widely 
accepted 40-foot steel underframe boxcar placed in 
service. Some 24,500 cars were delivered to 24 
different railroads throughout the country.  
Features: 

 5-5-5 or 7-8 steel ends 
 Fishbelly or standard center sill 
 Vertical or end mounted brakes 
 Steel or wood doors 

MSRP 23.95 Expected delivery 1st Qtr. 2017 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 
 

Bowser 

 
CCC&StL GLa Hopper 
Features: 

 Ready to run  
 Crisp details  
 Detailed painting and printing  
 70 Ton AAR trucks  
 Fox Valley Models metal wheels  
 Body mounted knuckle couplers. 
 Three road numbers 

MSRP $19.95 Expected Delivery Sep 2016 
In the 1917 book there is Lot 207-H, 1350 cars total 
built in 1907 which included 250 Big4 cars in the series 
74700-74949.  The Bowser scheme is more or less correct 
for the -as-built- appearance of 207-H except for the 
erroneous "System NYC” logo. However, the Bowser 
shell, which we presume is a USRA car, is substantially 

different even though at a glance it has the correct 8 
panels.  The fact that newer cars co-opted the same 
numbers only 18 years later shows that 207-H must 
have been short-lived. 
At best this car is a “fair” stand-in for Lot 207-H, but is 
really not prototypical. 
http://www.bowser-trains.com/ 
 
Trainworx 

 
NYC Mark III Flexi-Van  
Features 

 Detailed plastic body 
 Die cast metal under frame 
 Separate air reservoir, brake gear and air 

lines 
 Very fine etched metal deck supports, 

retainer valve rod and stirrups 
 Tree Road numbers 
 Cars will be available ready to run with 

Fox Valley metal wheel sets  
 Micro-Trains body mount couplers  

MSRP $29.95   Expected Delivery “Coming Soon” 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
http://www.train-worx.com/ 
 
Intermountain Railway Company 

 
NYC 70-ton Flatcar 
Features: 

 Accurate painting and lettering 
 Six road numbers 
 Wire details 
 Intermountain metal wheelsets 
 Working knuckle couplers 
 Die cast deck 

MSRP $22.95 Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2017 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 
 
Bluford Shops 
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P&LE 70-Ton Hopper 
70-ton 3-bay offset side hoppers first appeared in 
the late '20s and by the late '30s had become an 
AAR standard design with cars being delivered 
from a number of builders in large quantities to 
railroads across the country. The last of these cars 
were delivered in the mid-'60s and many remained 
in service through the '80s.  
 
The AAR had a standard 70-ton rib side hopper as 
well; however, New York Central made changes to 
the AAR design in 1956, and their variation became 
popular with more railroads than the AAR stock 
standard! These cars were lower and shorter than 
later 90 and 100-ton cars, but had more ribs 
(making for 14 full length panels.) Thirteen of the 
fifteen ribs were welded in place instead of riveted. 
These cars were built by a number of builders from 
1956 through the late 60s with many serving 
through the 1990s and perhaps beyond.  
 
Features: 
These ready-to-run cars will feature: diecast slope 
sheet-hopper bay-center sill assembly; injection 
molded plastic sides, ends, and hopper doors; fully 
molded brake tank, valve and air lines; slope sheet 
braces; separately molded vertical brake rod and 
lever assembly (a first on an N scale open hopper!); 
body mounted brake hose detail; coal load; body 
mounted magnetically operating couplers; close 
coupling; friction bearing or roller bearing trucks as 
appropriate for each road name. Available in 
multiple road numbers. 
 
MSRP $23.95 (Singles) $47.90 (2-packs) Expected 
Delivery Late Winter 2016 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
http://www.bluford-shops.com/ 
 
N-Scale Structures 
 
Woodland Scenics 

 
 

 

These Just Plug® Vehicles make it easy to model 
backcountry roads or busy city scenes. With a 
driver and a set of headlights and taillights, your 
layout's traffic looks realistic. You can add a vehicle 
to a Just Plug Light Hub for easy installation. 
 
Kit Contents 
1 Vehicle  
2 Warm white LED headlights, 2 red LED taillights, 
and 1 driver 
36 in (91.4 cm) red & black lead wires. 
24 in (61 cm) cable with linker plug 
MSRP $29.99  Expected Delivery Fall 2016 
 
http://woodlandscenics.woodlandscenics.com/ 
 
 
HO-Scale Locomotives 
Broadway Limited Imports 

 
NYC 2-8-0 Consolidation 
Features: 
 Paragon2 sound & operating system with 

operation in both DC & DCC 
 Factory installed engineer & fireman 
 Synchronized puffing smoke 
 Die cast body & chassis 
 Tender ABS body with die cast chassis 
 Two operating Kadee or compatible couplers 
 Operates on Code 70, 83 or 100 rail 
 Traction tires 
 Minimum operating radius – 18” or greater 
 Two road numbers 

This loco was reviewed in the July 2016 issue of 
Railroad Model Craftsman. 
 
MSRP $449.99  Available from dealers. 
 
The model is simply a makeover of BLI’s Pennsy H-10, 
and the differences are legion.  From the headlight to the 
ladder on the rear of the tender, it is hard to find 
anything about the model that properly reflects a G-46. 
 
http://www.broadway-
limited.com/http://www.broadway-limited.com/ 
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  Bowser 

	
 
U-25 B Phase IV 
 
The GE U25B was General Electric's first 
independent entry into the United States domestic 
Diesel-electric locomotive railroad market for 
heavy production road locomotives since 1936. 
From 1940 through 1953, GE participated in a 
design, production, and marketing consortium 
(Alco-GE) for diesel-electric locomotives with the 
American Locomotive Company. Starting in 1956 
GE launched its Universal Series of diesel 
locomotives for the export market. The U25B was 
the first attempt at the domestic market since its 
termination of the consortium agreement with 
Alco. 
 
Features: 
 

 Ready to run and fully detailed  
 New upgraded handrails (correct for all 

Phases) 
 New 9'4" AAR B trucks and gearbox 
 Metal MU Hoses, air hoses, windshield 

wipers, grab irons, coupler lift bar 
 Operating headlight, window glass 
 Can motor, flywheels 
 Nickel silver wheels with RP25 flanges, 
 Knuckle couplers 
 Multiple road numbers 
 Available with sound and DCC or just DC. 
 Analog (DC) version features NMRA 21-

pin plug for DCC, DCC/Sound version 
features LokSound Select decoder. 

 Offered in NYC, P&LE (NYC) 

MSRP $199.95 DC, $299.95 Sound Expected 
Delivery March 2017 
Also offered as a special production run as Phase 
II version from Lake Shore Historical Society 
 
http://www.bowser-trains.com/new/u25b.html 
 
 
 

Model Rectifier Corporation (MRC) 
 

 
NYC EMD GP-20 
These locomotives were released by EMD as turbo-
charged four-axel offerings as the first diesels sold 
in the 1960s. They ushered in EMD’s second 
generation of motive power. 
Features: 

 Flywheel-equipped drives 
 All-wheel power 
 Headlights 
 Knuckle couplers 
 Fully assembled 

MRSP $79.95  Expected Delivery Now 
 
HO-Scale Rolling Stock 
Athearn Roundhouse 

 
NYC 40’ Stake Flatcar 
FEATURES: 

 Fully-assembled and ready to run 
 Highly-detailed, injection-molded body 
 Separate brake wheel 
 Painted and printed for realistic decoration 
 Machined metal wheels 
 Three road numbers 
 Weighted for trouble free operation 
 Wheels with RP25 contours operate on all 

popular brands of track 
 Body mounted McHenry operating scale 

knuckle couplers 
 Window packaging for easy viewing 
 Minimum radius: 18” 
 McHenry scale couplers 

 
MSRP $24.98  Expected Now 

http://www.athearn.com/ 
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Intermountain Railway Company 

 
NYC 70-ton Flatcar 
Features: 

 Accurate painting and lettering 
 Laser cut wood decks 
 Metal wheel sets 
 Wire details 
 Kadee couplers 

MSRP $32.95 Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2017 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 
 
Mid-Continent Region (MCoR) of NMRA 

 

           
The Mid-Continent Region (of NMRA) is offering 
as its current car project a set of six 40' wood 
refrigerator car kits lettered for the St. Louis 
Refrigerator Car Company. The cars are produced 
by Accurail and include trucks and Accumate 
couplers. Car numbers in this set are 4265, 4317, 
4280, 4302, 4894, and 4836 and unique to this 
project. St. Louis Refrigerator Car Company was 
established in 1878 by Anheuser-Busch Brewing 
Company to transport its products across the U. S.  
At its peak around 1920 the reefer fleet was made 
up of more than 5000 cars. The build date on these 
cars is 10-42.  
 
The cars are priced at $25.00 for one car, $24.50 
each for two cars, $24.00 each for four cars and 
$23.00 each for all six cars.   They are in stock and 
ready for order. 
 

Shipping is USPS flat rate based on the number of 
cars ordered. To order contact:  http://www.mcor-
nmra.org/Regional-Car-Kit.php 
 
HO-Scale Structures 
Menards 

  

Hobby Shop 

Cabinet Factory 
Menards has been offering several pieces of O-
gauge rolling stock and buildings during the last 
year. They just announced their first two HO-scale 
structures.  This is a very positive sign for the 
hobby as most model manufacturers have been 
getting out of the business over the past several 
years.  
It will be interesting to see where this goes. 
 
MSRP shown on photos above. Expected Delivery 
Now 
 
http://www.menards.com/main/home-decor/toys-
recreation/o-gauge-train-stuff/c-13318.htm 
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Woodland Scenic 

  
 

  
 
These Just Plug® Vehicles make it easy to model 
backcountry roads or busy city scenes. With a 
driver and a set of headlights and taillights, your 
layout's traffic looks realistic. You can add a vehicle 
to a Just Plug Light Hub for easy installation. 
 
Kit Contents 
1 Vehicle  
2 Warm white LED headlights, 2 Red LED 
taillights, and 1 driver 
36 in (91.4 cm) red & black lead wires. 
24 in (61 cm) cable with linker plug 
MSRP $29.99  Expected Delivery  Fall 2016 
http://woodlandscenics.woodlandscenics.com/ 
 
O-Scale Locomotives 
 
Third Rail Division of Sunset Models 

 
ALCo PA/PB 
Two models are offered: the 2,000 horsepower 
(1,500 kW) PA-1/PB-1 (built between September, 
1946 and June, 1950); the 2,250 horsepower 
(1,680 kW) PA-2/PB-2 (built between April, 1950 
and December, 1953) 

 ABS body & fixed pilots 
 Ball bearing axle journals 
 Horizontal Canon motor drive 
 3R ERR Cruise, TMCC, Railsounds 
 2R - QSI "Titan" DC/DCC 
 Detailed cab interior (Lighted) 
 Smooth operating, all wheels powered  
 Only powered units  

 Sound in 2R and 3R. 3R with ERR Cruise, 
Railsounds & Smoke. 2R with QSI “Titan” 
DC/DCC and sound. 

MSRP $699.95 Each Expected Delivery Mid 
2017 

http://www.3rdrail.com/ 

 
O-Scale Rolling Stock 
Atlas 

 
NYC USRA Double Sheathed Boxcar 
The original USRA (United States Railway 
Administration) design box cars date from World 
War I when car designs began to be standardized. 
The double-sheathed version was the first widely 
accepted 40-foot steel underframe boxcars placed 
in service. Some 24,500 cars were delivered to 24 
different railroads throughout the country.  
Features: 

 Accurate painting and lettering 
 True ¼ “ dimensions and details 
 Detailed ABS body 
 Steel ends 
 Die-cast chassis 
 Full break system 
 Die-cast Andrews sprung trucks 
 33” scale metal wheels (2-rail) 
 Minimum diameter 0-36 (3-rail), 36” (2-rail) 

MSRP $69.95 (2-rail), $64.95 (3-rail) Expected 
Delivery 1st Qtr. 2017 
 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 

 
IHB 52’6” 70-Ton War Emergency Gondola 
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In the early 1940s, WWII was in full swing and 
materials were in short supply.  This left the 
railroads in disarray as many of the materials used 
for freight cars were directed to other wartime 
uses.  The concept was to substitute wood for steel 
wherever possible. This resulted in using half 
wood and half steel in rolling stock.  
 
Features: 

 Scaled from prototype blueprints 
 Fully detailed Ajax brake system 
 Separately applied brake wheel 
 Moveable drop ends 
 0-42 minimum radius (3-rail) 

MSRP $56.95 (3-rail), $59.95 (2-rail) Expected 
Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2017 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 

 
NYC 60’ Observation Car 
60-foot long four-axle heavyweight observation 
cars were somewhat uncommon prototypes.   
This new model is based on a Jersey Central 
prototype, which was originally assigned to The 
Blue Comet in 1929 for its famed run between 
Jersey City and Atlantic City, NJ.  In later years, 
Jersey Central reassigned these cars as “extra fare” 
parlor cars on longer commuter runs.  They were 
operated through the mid-1970s in this service 
before being retired. 
Features: 

 Die-cast sprung trucks 
 Full scale dimensions and details 
 Separately-applied grab irons 
 Interior lighting 
 Separately-applied diaphragms 
 Interior details 
 Based upon C&NW prototypes 
 Minimum diameter curve: O-36 (3-Rail) 
 Minimum radius curve: 36" (2-Rail) 

MSRP $109.95 (3-rail), $114.95 (2-rail) Expected 
Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2017 
The model is based upon a Jersey Central prototype and 
is not prototypical of a NYC car.  

http://www.atlaso.com/welcome.htm 

Standard Gauge locomotives 
Lionel Corporation 

 
NYC Tinplate Steam Engine 

With not a touch of modesty, the 1931 American 
Flyer catalog introduced the firm's new steam 
engine: "The magnificent realistic wide gauge 
Steam type locomotive Model 4696 is a faithful 
reproduction of the "crack" B. & O. locomotive, 
President Washington. The faithful design is a 
striking example of scale reproduction. It is 
conceded by the most critical, to be “the finest 
miniature model ever made." In fact this 
description had a lot of truth to it. 

 Baked enamel finish 
 Metal wheels and axles 
 Constant voltage headlight 
 Precision flywheel equipped motor 
 Metal handrails and decorative whistle 
 Colorful paint scheme 
 Locomotive speed control in scale MPH 

increments 
 Synchronized puffing ProtoSmoke system 
 Die-cast boiler and tender body 
 Operating metal latch couplers 
 Proto-Sound 3.0 with Digital Command 

System featuring: freight yard Proto-Effects 
 Unit measures: 26 1/4" x 5 1/4" x 4 1/4" 
 Operates on STD-42 curves  
 Headlight/tail light 
 DCC 
 Compatible with Standard Gauge 3-rail 

track systems 

MSRP $999.95  Expected Delivery Now 

The model is a reproduction of an American Flyer 
toy train.  There is nothing prototypical about it, 
but it looks like a fun loco if you are into Standard 
Gauge trains. 

http://www.lionel.com/ 
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Large Scale Rolling Stock 
Piko 

 
NYCS Work Caboose (?) 
Piko adds another 1/26-scale car to its growing list 
of large-scale trains. It comes in the NYC Pacemaker 
paint scheme on a grey flatcar and red toolboxes 
and cabin.  Cabin roof is grey with ladders; grab 
irons and stirrup steps in white. A black and white 
NYCS herald in included on the side. 
MSRP $119.99 Expected Delivery Now 
 
Like most of the Piko line it is non-prototypical and in a 
scale that doesn’t fit with other Large-Scale trains. 
 
http://www.piko-america.com/ 
 
Paint 
Rapido Trains 

 

This paint is color-matched to real paint chips for 
the most accurate shades possible. The railroad 
paints dry to a decal-ready gloss finish and the 
weathering shades dry to a flat finish. All of the 
paint is manufactured in Canada. 
The first release includes a variety of 60 different 
US and Canadian and paints, including such basics 
as Grimy Black, Slag Brown and Stencil White. The 
company plans to add more paint shades every 
month. We have provided them with paint samples 
of several NYCS colors.  We hope they will start 
becoming available soon. 
MSRP $7.95 Expected Delivery Now 
http://rapidotrains.com/proto-paint/ 

News 
 
Caboose Hobbies 
Caboose Hobbies, known as the world’s largest 
model train store has announced that it is leaving 
its current location in Denver.  The store building 
has been sold and additional details have not been 
announced although there is speculation they will 
re-open in a smaller building. 
 
This is systematic of the problem with model 
railroad hobby shops throughout the country.  
More and more are going out of business.  
 
Lionel Trains 
Lionel Trains announced at the National Train 
Show that they were re-entering the HO-scale 
business.  They plan to offer an HO-scale version of 
the very popular Polar Express train set.  It will 
consist of a 2-8-4 Berkshire locomotive, two coaches 
and an observation car. 
 
It will be interesting to see if they expand in HO-
scale with other model trains. Their website makes 
no mention of this announcement. 
 
http://www.lionel.com/ 
 
Magazines 
 
Model Railroad News Jun 2016 pp. 78 - 79 
 

 
 
“Review HO NYC Lines East Tower” 
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A two page review of the NYCSHS tower model kit 
provides a good description of the history of the 
tower, a review of the model with details about 
construction and two excellent photos of the 
completed model. 
 
“This is not a shake the box and you’re done type 
kit”, is the conclusion drawn by the author. He 
states that N Scale Architecture has put together a 
fine HO-scale kit for the NYCSHS.  He also says 
that, if you take the time and follow the 
instructions, you will end up with a fine model. 
http://modelrailroadnews.com/ 
 
Model Railroad News Aug 2016 p. 83 

 
“HO Trackside Structure Kit Exclusively from 

NYCSHS” 

 
This half page review of the newest exclusive 
structure kit from the NYCSHS provides a short 
description of the kit produced by TrainMaster, 
LLC.  It also gives details on price and how to 
order the kit from the NYCSHS. 
http://modelrailroadnews.com/ 
 

 
Model Railroader Sept 2016 p. 15 

 
“Club Offerings – Know Thy Hudsons” 

 
Coverage is simply a short note about the book and 
how to order. 
http://mrr.trains.com/ 
 
Railroad Model Craftsman Jun 2016 p. 76 

 

“Backdrops: Painted vs. Photographic” 
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This is a good article on the merits of each type of 
backdrop and includes a photo of The NYC 
Goshen Division layout with a pair of NYC diesels 
on a stretch of the layout. The backdrop was 
painted by Linda Baker for her husband, NYCSHS 
member, Jim. 

http://www.rrmodelcraftsman.com/ 
 
Classic Toy Trains Sep 2016 pp. 48 – 50 

 
“American Flyer’s over looked Kleer-Paks” 
The article is about the American Flyer (S-gauge) 
line of trains that were packaged in clear plastic 
boxes during 1960.  A NYCS boxcar is pictured 
above the header for the article.  The painting and 
lettering are not accurate, but at least it was NYC. 
http://ctt.trains.com/ 
 
Model Railroader October 2016 pp. 40 -45 

 
“New York Central in the Midwest” 
This article will showcase an HO-scale layout of the 
NYC’s southern Illinois line from 1950 to the mid-
1960s.   
 
 
 
 

Penn Central Post pp. 4 - 35 

 
“Penn Central Office Cars” by Robert Holzweiss 
This article by NYCSHS member, Robert 
Holzweiss, is a complete review of all of the office 
cars owned by Penn Central.  For the NYCS fan, it 
includes the information about all of the business 
cars that came from the NYCS in the merger.  It 
also has complete coverage of the PRR and NH 
railroads. The author acknowledges the 
documentary support and research guidance of 
Hugh T. Guillaume, Noel Widdifield and the 
NYCSHS. 
 
The Timetable Collector Fall 2015 pp. 2 – 
32 

 
“The Big Four – The Predecessors Part 1” by Kent 
Hannah 
In this issue, the author explains that the Big Four 
was a large segment of the NYC.  In this first part 
of the two-part series, the story of the Big Four 
predecessor railroads is told in great detail.  The 
Big Four did very little construction, but expanded 
by acquiring other railroads.  And there were 
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actually two Big Four railroads.  So the history of 
the line is traced from 1880 with emphasis in this 
part on, which of the lines that made-up the Big 
Four and how they were acquired. It is an 
interesting read for those of us who think of the 
NYCS as mainly the CCC&StL. 
 
There is a second part that is planned to be issued 
eventually and that will complete the history of the 
Big Four. The Timetable Collector is published by the 
National Association of Timetable Collectors. 
 
Classic Trains Fall 2016 pp. 81 - 82 

 
“The Night I Fired on the New York Central” by 
Craig Smith 
 
The story of a high school senior’s adventure riding 
on a 4-6-2 commuter train and after he was given 
the opportunity to ride in the fireman’s seat in a 
NYC Mohawk. 
 
Books 
 
Morning Sun Books 

“Trackside in the Mohawk Valley 1955 – 2015” by 
Jack Wright 

 

MSRP $59.95 

Although we carried Trackside in the Mohawk 
Valley for a while in the Collinwood Shop, we 
discovered that it had very little about the NYCS. 
It is no longer available from the store. 

“New York Central Power in Color Volume 1” by 
Jerry Pinkepank 

 
 
 

MSRP $59.95 
  
Also available in the Collinwood Shop 

“New York Central Power in Color Volume 2” by 
Jerry Pinkepank 

 
 
MSRP $59.95 
  
Also available in the Collinwood Shop 
 
 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4thQuarter 2016 20	

 
Kalmbach Books 
 

 
Express, Mail & Merchandise Service by Jeff 
Wilson 

The book describes rail express service and 
merchandise traffic on railroads from the early 
1900s through 1960s when railroad personnel 
handled packages and merchandise — everything 
from baby chicks and cornflakes to money and 
machinery — and got them to their final 
destination. The book is an historical reference for 
modelers and railfans alike.  

This book covers:  

 Depots, freight houses, and terminals. 
 Dedicated trains, special cars, and delivery 

vehicles. 
 Train operation and car movement. 
 And much more! 

MSRP $21.99  Expected Delivery 10/31/16 

 

 
 

The NYCSHS Archives Needs 
Your Help 

If you live in the Cleveland area, the NYCSHS 
archive committee needs some help as we continue 
to move the archive material from several hundred 
boxes into permanent lateral filing cabinets and 
permanent shelving. This is not heavy work, but 
we can use the help.  
 
If you are willing to spend a few 
days/evenings/weekends helping us organize 
some of this material, please contact us. 
 
We also have needs for long-term help as we 
continue our digitization of all of our archive 
material.  This is a great opportunity to get more 
involved with our wonderful organization.  You 
will be joining our great NYCSHS archive team, 
and help us accomplish some important work for 
the Society. We continue to develop products from 
our archives and we can use your help there too.   
 
In addition we currently need someone with skills 
in Photoshop, Adobe products and other graphic 
applications.   
 
If you are willing to volunteer for either short-term 
or long-term help, send an email to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net or call Noel at 703-407-3059 
and we will explain all of the details of what is 
involved.   
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HHeeaarr iinngg  FFrroomm  oouurr  MMeemmbbeerrss  
Rich & Noel, 
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The above letter was just one of many we 
received as part of the “Flight of the 
Century” campaign to fund the outfitting 
of the new NYCSHS headquarters in 
Middleburg Heights, OH. 
 
The campaign was a huge success with the 
total of over  $63,000 contributed. This 
allowed us to fully furnish and outfit the 
new office without depleting our funds for 
operating the Society. 
 
We extend a huge thanks to all of you who 
contributed.  If you didn’t contribute and 
would like to do so just send a check made 
out to the NYCSHS to: 
NYCSHS, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 328 
Shady Side, MD 20764 
 
Be sure to note: ”Flight of the Century” on 
the bottom of the check. 
 
Hello Dave, (Dave Mackay) 
 
I just read the article on the Lines East 
Tower. Thank you for the great job you 
did getting the lines east tower to market. I 
just finished building the kit and it builds 
and looks great. I added lights and details 
to the upper floor, which included the 
switching levers, real glass windows 
(microscope slide glass .007" thick), wall 
paneling, flooring and a figure. I haven't 
put the tower in its final location yet. The 
attached photos show daylight and an 
evening shot. 
Thank you again and the NYCSHS for 
supporting this project. 
 
Mark Sklar, Albany NY 

 
Photos of Mark’s Lines East Tower 
constructed using the NYCSHS kit that Dave 
Mackay brought into being for the NYCSHS. 
 
 
Mystery Photo in the 3rd Qtr. 2016 Issue 

 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
I am quite confident this contraption was a 
conveyance to more quickly return hump 
riders to the crest so that they might enjoy 
more rides per shift.   Although I cannot 
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readily put my finger on the source, I 
recall reading of such a vehicle being used 
when the Niles terminal yard was new in 
1919-1920.  I believe “MCRR” is on the 
door of the tin lizzie.  There were at least 
three rider humps on the MC in that 
era:  Niles, West Detroit and Windsor.  I 
am curious as to just how far they were 
able to make it up the grade in wet or icy 
weather. 
 
Jim Trapp, Galien, MI 
 
Jim, 
  
You were the first to guess the identity of 
our mystery photo in the last edition.  
 
Perhaps one of our readers can answer 
your question about the ability of this 
interesting vehicle to make the hill in wet 
or icy weather. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hello Noel. 
 
I was just wondering if my little write up 
on the Harry Hansen Hudson ever was 
published. And if so was there any 
comment? 
 
I am not a member of the NYC Historical 
Society so I would not get to see it 
published. 
 
I hope you are having a good summer! 
 
I spent yesterday running trolleys at the 
Seashore Trolley Museum here in Maine. 
Best regards, 
  
Keith Taylor 

Keith, 
  
It was in the last issue.  I have attached a 
copy. You can read the NYCentral 
Modeler directly on our website. Just click 
here: https://nycshs.org/for-the-
modeler/nycentral-modeler/ 
 
Then just click on the “Click Here to Read” 
button. You can read all of them there. 
  
No comments yet, but we don’t get a lot of 
comments although we have a bunch of 
people who read each edition. (1500+) 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Thanks for getting back to me. The article 
looks great! Harry Hansen was a good 
friend and mentor to me and I am happy 
to see his work recognized in print. 
  
Not quite the same as when I was running 
TV trains up the West Shore (River Line on 
CR)….but attached is a photo taken of me 
yesterday at the Seashore Trolley 
Museum. 

 
  
Keith 
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Hello Noel, 
 
Here is a picture of the finished Rexall 
locomotive and tender. It made its maiden 
run at the spring meet of the New Jersey 
Live Steamers this year. There were a few 
minor glitches but they were fixed in no 
time and she ran really well. 
 
The Niagara rebuild is on hold while I 
build my live steam track in the back yard. 
Once it gets back on track, I will cobble up 
an article for your group. 

 
 
Steve Bratina 
 
Steve, 
The finished product looks beautiful.  
Looking forward to your article on the 
Niagara.  The Niagara is my favorite 
NYCS locomotive. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
NYCSHS, 
 
I was looking to purchase an Athearn 
model of a NYC GP9 #6069 in lightning 
stripe scheme. I found an image of the loco 
at FallenFlags.org The Athearn version 
appears to be a fairly accurate model of the 

prototype. My question is what year were 
the 6000 numbered series purchased by 
the NYC? I tried to mine the data at 
Canada Southern to determine a good date 
for this loco, but was unsuccessful. The 
one document found shows the DRS-4 
class, which I think are the GP9's, up 
through the 5800 series in '54. If anyone 
could provide some links or info on other 
details it would be appreciated. 
 
Tom Fedor, Thurmont, MD 
 
Tom, 
    
6069 was built in September of 1957. It was 
a member of the DRS-9H class, per the 
NYCSHS book New York Central System 
Diesel Locomotives. It was delivered in 
black with grey/white lightning stripes. 
No dynamic brakes, no steam generator.  
 
Dave Mackay 
 
 

Rich (Stoving), 

 

Although excited about the news, my 
excitement is a bit constrained for lack of 
information.   Would it be possible to 
elaborate if the location will be purchased 
by the society, or leased?  Either way, what 
methods are in place to insure a lasting 
home? 
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Can you elaborate on the location?   Will 
other options still be pursued?  What other 
options were evaluated and 
declined?  Obviously, anything is better 
than a storage unit, and I am happy that 
progress has been made by such great 
volunteers! 

Brian Wolf, Cardington, OH 
 
Brian, 
  
The facility is located in Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio and has been leased.  We 
evaluated several locations and picked this 
one as being the one to serve us for several 
years.  We decided to lease because 
purchasing would lock us into a location 
and would require a considerable amount 
of up front money and would commit the 
Society to many years of mortgage 
payments. 
 
This will serve us well to house the 
archives and provide a place for members 
to come for research and enjoyment. 
  
If you wish more info, give one of us a call 
and we will be happy to answer any other 
questions. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Brian, 

I believe that Noel has answered your 
questions adequately, but please call me at 
any time for further discussion. 
 
Rich 
 
 
 
 

Good morning Noel.   
Thank you for taking my email. 
 
Mr. Bill Preston was featured, I 
understand, in the 4th Quarter, 2012, 
edition of Central Headlight.  As a former 
elementary school classmate of Mr. 
Preston, I would like to -- at the very least -
- read the Central Headlight article about 
him.  Is there a way that I can purchase a 
back issue of the edition from you?  Failing 
that, would it be possible for you to mail a 
copy of the article with a copy of the cover 
too? ….or to email a copy to me? 
 
Please let me know if you can do this and 
how I can pay you for it.  I thank you. 
 
Timothy Bishop, Bethel, CT 
 
Timothy, 
 
If you are a classmate of Bill’s I will send 
you a pdf of the copy that featured 
him.  No charge for this one time 
request.  Tell Bill I sent it to you. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
As a reminder, a year’s subscription to the 
digital edition of the Central Headlight is only 
an additional $15.00 per year.  The digital 
edition is emailed to you on the day the 
hardcopy Central Headlight is put in the mail.  
This allows you to read the edition long before 
the hard copy arrives at yours or your friend’s 
house.  You still get the hard copy for future 
reference when it arrives in the mail. 
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Noel,  
 
The 3rd Quarter NYC Modeler mentions a 
new Sunset R Motor under HO 
locomotives, but from the details, the 
model appears to be O gauge. Do you 
know if they are doing it in both HO and 
O? 
Thanks, Victor Hand, Bar Harbor, ME 
 
Victor, 
 
It is an O-scale model.  We got it in the 
wrong section.  We will correct in next 
edition.  Thanks for telling me about it. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 

 
 
 
 

Noel, 
 
I would like to order from the store and I 
believe others would too, if I could call the 
store direct. I do not use my credit card on 
the computer no matter what. Do you 
have a telephone number for ordering 
products? Does the store have anything for 
sale, other than what we see in the emails? 
I just don't trust the computer to be 
secure                  
Thanks, Peter Banks, Lynn Haven, FL 
 
Peter, 
 
We do not have a number for you to call to 
order directly from the store.  We are 
unable to take a credit card over the 
phone.  Our store has been operating this 
way for over four years with no problem 
with people using their cards or PayPal 
securely on our store. 
  
The store has almost 500 items for 
sale.  You can look at the store by going to 
www.NYCSHS.net and see all of the 
NYCS goodies we have there. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
We receive several inquiries from both 
members and non-members requesting the 
ability to call in to order items and for listings 
of all of the products we sell in the Collinwood 
Shop. 
 
We do not have the ability to send out printed 
material on what we sell in the store.  We also 
are not able to take credit card info over the 
phone. Our online store offers an easy way to 
find and purchase these products. 



	 New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2017 Convention & Meeting 

Marlborough, Massachusetts  - May 5 – May 7, 2017 
The Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel 

181 Boston Post Road, West Marlborough, MA 01752 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 5, 2017 

• Registration 
• Speaker Presentations	
• Self-Guided Activities	
• Collinwood Shop open 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 
• Bus to Worcester Union Station with 

possible excursion to Historic Boston 
South Station 

• Convention Banquet at Best Western 
Hotel 

• Guest Speaker TBA 
• General Members Meeting 
• Collinwood Shop open following 

Meeting 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 

• Train Show  9 am – 3 pm 
• Speaker Presentations 

NYCSHS Website: www.NYCSHS.org  to 
download registration forms.  
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 
Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and 
layouts is the best that the committee 
understands as of June 7, 2016, and may 
change due to factors beyond its control.	

Historic Sites 
• Boston Historic South Station 
• Worcester Union Station 
• Palmer Union Station 
• Highland Branch/Riverside Line 
• Chester, MA – NYC (CSX) Mainline 
• State Line Tunnel – NYC (CSX) 

Mainline 
• Berkshire Scenic RR Museum 
• Springfield Union Station 
• West Springfield Yard 
• Worcester CSX Intermodal Yard 
• Boston North Station 
• Famed Hoosac Tunnel 
• Eadaville Railroad 

Hobby Stores & Layouts 
• Charles Ro Supply Company 
• Palmer Hobbies 

Hotel Rooms 
$129 – standard room. $159 – deluxe room, both plus 
6.25% tax.  Cut off date for reservations are 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017.  Best Western Royal Plaza. 
1-888-543-9500. 181 Boston Post Road West 
Marlborough, MA 01752 www.rplazahotels.com	

Presenters 
• Carl Liba – “The New England 

States, Boston to Chicago” 
• Malcom Laughlin – “B&A 

Memories from 50s, 60s, and 
Later” 

• Malcom Laughlin – “Current 
Carload Freight on Former B&A” 

• Nick Ariemma – “Railroad 
Photography (Then & Now)” 

• Robert Jones – “B&A Latest 
Book” 

• Mike Tylick – “B&A History” 
• Victor Hand – “The Railroad 

Photography of Victor Hand” 
• Noel Widdifield – “Using 

NYCSHS Resources to Model the 
NYCS” 

• Larry Faulkner & Manuel Duran-
Duran – “Digital Methods For 
NYC Structure Modeling” 

Some of these presentations may change 
and others will be added. Openings are 
still available.  If you have a presentation 
you would like to give, contact Joe 
Burgess at debjoeb@aol.com or Noel 
Widdifield at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
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Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Attendees________________	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	
	
Banquet	Choices:	Number	of	each	selection.	(Must	add	up	to	the	number	of	registrations.)	
	
Beef___	 Chicken____																						Vegetarian	Meal_______	
	

Please	send	payment	&	registration	to:		NYCSHS	
	 	 																													Joe	Burgess	

	 	 	 P.O.	Box	756				
	 	 	 Walpole,	MA	02081	
	 	 	 debjoeb@aol.com	
	
	 	 Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	 Members’	 (Including	 family	 members)	 cost	 is	 $179.00	 each	 for	 all	 activities	
including	the	Saturday	evening	banquet.	 	Non-members	can	register	at	$179.00	plus	a	fee	
of	$39.00.		The	extra	fee	covers	membership	in	the	Society	for	one	year,	including	all	rights	
and	benefits,	along	with	one	year	of	the	Central	Headlight.	
	
Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:	Best	Western	Royal	Plaza	
	 	 	 181	Boston	Post	Road	
	 	 	 West	Marlborough,	MA	01752	
	 	 	 www.rplazahotels.com	
Please	 call	 the	 hotel	 directly	 at	 1-888-543-9500.	 Rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	 at	 the	 rate	 of	
$129.00	standard	room	and	$159.00	deluxe	room	both	plus	6.25%	tax.	 	Cut	off	date	for	a	
reservation	 is	Wednesday,	 April	 5,	 2017.	 	You	 are	 responsible	 for	 making	 your	 own	
reservations.	They	are	not	included	in	this	registration.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
2017 Convention & Meeting 

Marlborough, MA May 5 – May 7 2017 
Registration Form	
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Article by Dean Apostal  Photos by Dean Except as Noted 
There was a project I had always wanted 
to do. I had wished that I were old enough 
to have seen something like this on the 
New York Central. I’m sure it occurred 
many times over the years and I could 
only imagine it happening.  So I decided to 
create it for my modeling of the NYCS. 

 

Although he never saw it on the NYC, this is 
Dean’s hotbox, as it appears in the video he 
made to show off his modeling of this 
interesting phenomenon. 

To view the hot box car in action click here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1z969DN_gjE 

Notice how I deliberately did not use a 
NYC boxcar with a hot box and chose the 
Southern car instead. I didn’t want to 
offend any of the NYC fans out there! I 
apologize to fans of the Southern Railroad. 

I actually saw something like this in 1984 
when travelling from Virginia back to 
New York City via Amtrak. I was waiting 
at the station for the passenger train to 
arrive. Bored to tears, as the train was over 
an hour late, I went outside to peer down 
the tracks to see if there was any sign of 
the train when I noticed, coming from the 
other direction, a freight in the distance. 
From far away, I saw what appeared to be 
a pulsating light. At the time, I dismissed 
the light as a Mars configuration on the 

head end equipment. As the freight moved 
closer, it was clear to me that it was not an 
engine light. It appeared to be mid train in 
a unit train of fully loaded coal cars. Still 
baffled by the pulsating light I waited and 
watched the 30-mile-per-hour coal train 
move through the station. There must 
have been more than 100 cars, as it seemed 
to take forever for the train to pass 
through on the main track.  

One thing was for sure, this pulsating light 
was growing larger and larger and it was 
glowing red. By the time half of the train 
had cleared the station, it was very clear to 
me that this was no incandescent light, but 
a wheel on the rear truck of a hopper 
where the shoe was completely depressed 
upon its surface. The entire wheel was a 
pulsating glowing red with sparks flying 
off. What a light show! It literally looked 
like it was just out of the foundry. The 
sound was incredible.  

The Amtrak attendant ran outside his 
ticket cubicle and watched in disbelief, 
then rushed back inside to send 
communication of the problem. I don't 
claim to be an engineer, but I have helped 
design many automotive items where 
heat-treating and dynamic force are 
directly linked to survival or failure of a 
particular design under extreme 
circumstance. Having witnessed this, I can 
honestly say that this wheel was most 
likely on the verge of metallurgic collapse. 
It is testimony that these wheels must be 
made to standards that exceed their design 
standard for circumstances such as this. 

With the help of George at SoundTraxx I 
created this hot box using the SoundTraxx 
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sound box car decoder with special 
programming, their new 2 watt 8 ohm 
speaker, a McKean double door boxcar, 
and Central Valley trucks. I also used a 
special silicone injection port mold to 
create a translucent red wheel, which I 
installed onto one of the wheel sets on the 
insulated side of the truck. A small LED 
provided the “red hot” wheel. I used a 
come-along so the LED follows the wheel 
when the truck turns. All of this is tied into 
Function 5 on the SoundTraxx decoder. 

Video is courtesy of Scott Sackett and was 
filmed at the Glendale Model railroad club 
and, no, I don't think that the president of 
the club would have wanted me to create 
real sparks flying from the wheel.  

Steps To Build the Car 

The first requirement is to choose a boxcar 
or coal car with internal weights. An 
Athearn car has exposed weights and 
would create a cosmetically unclean look 
when finished. 

 

Dean drilled holes for the Soundtraxx speaker 
after cutting the car weight so that he could 
get to the car body. 

With an internal weight, it becomes 
necessary to cut the weight to allow 

mounting the speaker. The speaker should 
be close to the truck that will have the “hot 
box”. I wanted the sounds to be coming 
from and limited to the problem area.   

I drilled 1/8-inch holes up from the 
bottom of the floor in a circular pattern. 
Drilling up instead of down allows the 
flash to be easily trimmed on the inside of 
the car especially if there is detail on the 
bottom of the frame. This will act as a 
speaker grill. 

In this conversion, I used the Sountraxx 
speaker and enclosure. These new 
Soundtraxx 8 ohm speakers have a higher 
watt output with better detail to handle 
the newer Econami 2.0 amp decoders. 

After I soldered the speaker wires, I 
mounted the speaker enclosure to the floor 
using Walthers Goo. I prefer “Goop” 
available at any hardware store. 

Using the double-sided foam tape, I 
mounted the boxcar sound decoder and 
the current keeper in such a position that it 
balanced the weight of the car. I used 
some Central Valley metal trucks and 
found it necessary to pick up the power 
from each truck. I flattened a #5 bronze 
centering spring for each truck. This acted 
as a contact pickup to bring power to the 
decoder through the black and red wires. 

I started with one truck. On each side of 
the center beam of the bolster, I drilled a 
1/16-inch hole to feed the black wire on 
the side closest to the end of the car, and 
the brown and blue wire closest to the 
center of the car, which served as a left rail 
pickup and also power for the LED 
respectively. I identified this as the left 
side. I moved to the truck on the other side 
of the car and drilled a hole forward of the 
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bolster, toward the inside of the car, for 
the red wire. I identified this as the right 
side. I like to drill the hole on the right side 
for the red wire and the left side for the 
black, which matches the instructions of 
black left rail, red right rail for the 
decoder. 

On the right side, I soldered the decoders 
red wire to the bronze spring being sure 
not to dwell on the spring too long as it is 
sitting above the plastic bolster. I didn’t 
want to melt anything. I could have done 
this off the car and then assembled the 
truck. Side Note: I did a C&O hotbox coal 
car and used the metal bolster frame to 
assemble the trucks. This required making 
a saw cut in the frame in the middle of the 
car to insulate one side from the other. By 
using a metal frame, I eliminated the 
centering spring pick up by attaching the 
black and red wire directly to the frame. 

Going back to the assembly, I remembered 
that these Central valley trucks had to be 
assembled in reverse of one another so the 
insulated wheels are on the opposite sides 
of each other for pickup. 

Once I had assembled the easy right rail 
red side, I focused on the more difficult 
side. The left rail side must be not only 
insulated to the other side, but must also 
be insulated from the LED.  

The decoders’ blue wire goes to the, 
positive anode, long lead of the LED, 
while the brown wire goes to the negative 
cathode short lead. I wanted to be sure I 
installed a resistor inside the car on the 
blue wire to drop the voltage. I used a 
flattened #5 centering spring, I attached 
the blue wire and the LED’s anode lead to 
the centering spring forward of the bolster 

toward the center of the car. I cut the 
LED’s anode lead and bent it into the 
shape of an “L”, which was soldered to the 
centering spring allowing the LED to be 
positioned so it pointed toward the wheel. 
I cut and bent the cathode lead to clear the 
under-carriage. 

Once it was attached, I cut a Kadee coupler 
box shim and installed it over the #5 
centering spring. I added a minute amount 
of glue to attach these parts to each other. 
Do not glue directly to the bolster. The 
shim should not overlap soldered areas. I 
took another #5 bronze spring and bent 
the spring up just aft of the hole on the 
long side of the bronze spring, so when it 
was finished, it was 90 degrees. I bent the 
vertical portion of the 90 degrees inward 
on each side with jeweler’s pliers to 
effectively create ears that contacted the 
hex on the Central Valley truck. That is 
why I used these trucks. These ears, when 
contacting the flats on the hex, allowed the 
centering spring to pivot with the truck 
through direct contact. I trimmed the front 
of the spring to clear the LED. If these 
parts touch, they will short the decoder. I 
used a minute amount of glue to attach the 
spring to the plastic shim. The LED was 
then insulated and attached to the 
assembly and pivoted accordingly. This 
come along effect worked well when the 
car is on a radius. The light stays behind 
the wheel and continues to shine through 
it. I planned get to the transparent wheel 
eventually. Lastly, I attached the truck and 
made sure it would swivel and that the 
LED’s extensions and wires did not bind 
or interfere with any details on the under 
carriage. 
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The pencil is pointing to the LED, which was 
been painted black on the sides left only the 
front part to shine through the back of the 
wheel. 

   

The lighting assembly was assembled with the 
truck. 

     

Prior to assembly, Dean oriented the LED so 
it points toward the back of the wheel. 

This shows the profile of the Kadee spring and 
LED that will sits under the truck. 

Casting the Wheel. 

To make a copy of the wheel, I removed an 
un-insulated side of an Intermountain 
metal wheel set. I actually made a two-
part injection mold which is pictured 
below.  

The injection style mold that is fully keyed, 
meaning it fits together like a puzzle so one 
side is registered with the other. The 
finished translucent wheel can be seen in the 
left photo. At the very bottom you can see the 
injector where the fluid entered the mold to fill 
the void to make the wheel. 

 In the right mold (above) you can see the, 
V shaped, flow reservoir. This is a thin 
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piece of plastic, which attaches to the 
highest part of the wheel and allows the 
injected material and air to flow through 
the mold and out the top of the mold. 
Without this, the mold would blow apart. 
The mold should be held together with 
#64 rubber bands around the sides and 
from top to bottom. Remember 
the injector attaches to the bottom of the 
wheel and the flow reservoir to the top of 
the wheel. Air and urethane move up and 
out from the lowest point in the mold. Air 
is the enemy as it creates voids. 

To simplify this I used 3M thin clear 
double-sided tape to hold the backside of 
the wheel to a piece of foam board.  

 
The cup and double-sided tape can be seen 
here. To add the wheel, Dean peeled the top 
paper away. 

 
Dean set the wheel in place with double-sided 
tape in a small cup. The tape kept the silicone 
from enveloping the wheel. He wanted one 
side open in order to open pour cast allowing 
him to add the colored urethane mix. 

Next, I poured the silicone into this side of 
the mold. When it was set, the clay is 
peeled away and the procedure was 
duplicated for the other side. I was sure 
to Vaseline the mold before pouring the 
second side; otherwise the second part 
would have bonded completely to the 
first. It was important to vacuum the air 
out of the rubber. If I didn’t have a 
machine to do this, it would have been 
important to whip the mold violently and 
pull air into the mixture when 
mixing catalyst into the rubber. 

        
Dean poured the silicone over the wheel, 
which allowed him to cast a transparent 
wheel in place of the metal wheel. 

After the silicone had set, I de-molded the 
silicone from the foam board.  

                
This is Dean’s open pour mold of the 
Intermountain wheel. 

To make the translucent wheel, I used 
“Alumilite” Clear resin A + B in equal 
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amounts and added a red dye called 
“Castin’ Craft”.  

The clear two-part urethane that Dean used is 
shown here. Casting craft red dye (left and 
marked with “R”) was added to give the effect 
of a glowing wheel 

I was important to buy translucent red dye 
and not the opaque red color or the part 
will not be transparent. I mixed a few 
drops of dye into a plastic mixing cup and 
stirred with a plastic knife. For the 
Alumilite, I could not use a Dixie cup or 
wood spoon as it upsets the chemistry, as 
it wouldn’t allow the resin to harden. I 
poured and then worked the resin into the 
mold. I used a small plastic sprue to burst 
any air bubbles. I used a painter’s pressure 
pot to eliminate the air bubbles. De-
gassing with a vacuum pump would have 
also worked as well. Short of having these 
tools, I could have rendered a solid wheel 
by moving the sprue around the mold to 
eliminate voids. 

After 24 hours, I removed the wheel. In the 
center of the casting I had a starting hole. I 
carefully removed the insulated side of the 
“Central Valley” wheel set. I drilled a hole 
through the resin wheel to match a light 
press fit onto the wheel set axle. I added 

some medium CA to the axle and 
assemble. I was sure to check the gauge in 
3 spots so the wheel was not crooked. I 
carefully installed the wheel set onto the 
truck and positioned the LED by bending 
it so it sat right behind the wheel pointing 
toward where the wheel would meet the 
rail. 

Programing the Soundtraxx System 

I used the following programming steps to 
activate the LED and the rail sounds of a 
wheel binding terribly on your freight car.  

I made the car the same number as the 
lead locomotive number (Optional). 

The car must be moving to make noise. 

I set CV-117 to value 245 to turn off the 
bell and horn on the boxcar.  

The brown wire function 5 turned the light 
on.  

The engine exhaust flicker setting for the 
LED was CV-51 and the default setting 15.  

For flange squeal, I set CV-201 between 0 – 
255.  The higher the number (255) the more 
often the squeal occurs. 

I moved the brakes setting from F-10 to F-
11 and CV-44 and set it to a value of 64. 
This allows me to turn on the front lead 
locomotive brakes on F-11 without 
affecting the sound in the car.  

I raised the sound on CV-128 to -255.  

If you program the car to the front 
locomotive number, you can use F-5 to 
turn on the light. Intelligent consisting is 
another way to set this up. Consult the 
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Soundtraxx Sound boxcar instruction 
manual for details. 

Alternative Wheel Molding Process 

A molding alternative is to use a regular, 
tin based, silicone mold made by creating 
a small box around the wheel. Pour the 
silicone into the box and let it set up 
overnight. Micro Mark offers silicone, as 
does a company called “Silpak”. 

To make the wheel, I injected the material 
with a small syringe. This requires the 
mold to be a two-part mold, which was 
much more time consuming than an open 
pour mold. 

 Pictured here is one side of the mold with the 
metal wheel we want to duplicate set in clay. 

Dean modeled a second car with a hot box.  
To view his hopper car with a hot box in 
action, click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUe
7v2EX0tI 

  

We Need Graphics Help 

 
The NYCentral Modeler and the NYCSHS 
continues to need a volunteer with good 
skills in computer graphic design to help 
us improve our advertising and 
publishing tasks. 

Help is needed for graphics for the 
MailChimp emails, our ads for 
membership and products, our website 
and the Collinwood Shop. 

Those of us who are currently doing these 
activities have had no formal training in 
any of these skills and are getting by, but 
not excelling. 

If you have those skills and an interest in 
the NYCS, please contact us to volunteer a 
few hours a month in helping us. 

We want to continue to upgrade the 
quality of our material and those of us 
who are doing these activities have pretty 
well reached our limits. 

If you can help, send us an email to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net today and join the 
winning NYCSHS team. 
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Photos from Dave Mackay 

 

This Walthers, Branchline Trains kit is based on a New York Central station in Woodard, NY. This 
classic small-town depot is complete with a waiting room, baggage room and bay windows. Kit 
features laser-cut wood components, peel-and-stick trim, appropriate signs and a resin chimney. 

	 	
This is a drawing from the NYCSHS collection depicting the station that this model was based upon. 
Each station had slightly different configurations based upon needs.  The model can be modified to 
represent several stations on the NYC lines east portion of the railroad. 
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Pictured below are several depots on the NYCS that could be replicated using this kit. 

  

Booneville, NY Cigarville, NY 

Dayville, NY Lebanon, NY 

McConnellsville, NY 
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We would be very interested in receiving an article from any of you on your construction 

of this model.   NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Remsen, NY 

Iona Island, NY 

New Paltz, NY 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 40 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 



2015

2015

Reddssdfkjjjjjsddsfd

Regular Member-U.S. w/print Central Headlight    $39.00      _______
Regular Member-International w/digital edition      $39.00 _______
Life* (Return form to maintain membership)          $  ̶  0 ̶        _______
Charter Member (Member #’s 1-350 only)              $35.00       _______
Canada & Mexico Magazine Postage               add $ 15.00      _______
- Other Countries Magazine Postage              add $ 31.00      _______

Options: - Contributing Member*                     add $ 11.00      _______
- Sustaining Member*                        add $ 31.00       _______

Digital Edition of Central Headlight(US only)add $ 15.00       _______
Total       $_______

I agree not to provide the Digital Edition to others by signing here:  

New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 264, Emerson, NJ 07630-0264

2017 Membership Renewal Form

LifeLife categories are for existing Life Members only.

YYou may also renew by going to our on-line Society Store at: NYCSHS.net 

_________________
May the NYCSHS share your name, address, phone number and email address with 
other NYCSHS members?       yes         no
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Article by Bob Shaw      Photos by Bob 
This is the fifth in a series of articles by 
Bob on “Building a Creative O-Scale 
Layout that Interprets the Scenic NYC 
Water Level Route”.  

Bob created this 7.25-inch shorty covered 
hopper by band-sawing a warped section out 
of a full-length Lionel® 546446 car and gluing 
the two ends together. 

I like to rummage through boxes under 
tables at train shows. That’s where the 
damaged cars and parts are that can be 
transformed into good looking, one-of-a-
kind rolling stock after a little creative 
thought and time at the workbench.  This 
article spotlights some of these cars from a 
$5.00 “shorty” covered hopper, a double-
bin flatcar and an electric generator car to 
restoring aluminum passenger cars and 
repairing a F3 diesel cab.   
 
While the results aren’t perfect, they look 
better than anticipated and are very 
gratifying.  If you like to operate trains, 
being able to add rolling stock of your 
own creation, or bring a tired car back to 
life, these are inexpensive, fun ways to add 
a personal touch to your layout.   
      

 

The Idea to Create a Unique Car 
The Lionel® 546446 N&W Covered 
Hopper looked great on the train show 
table at first glance.  However, a closer 
look revealed a wide warp in one side, so I 
bought the car for $5.00 with the thought 
of reusing the metal trucks.  When I was 
removing them, it was apparent the car 
was in excellent condition, aside for the 
wide warp in the middle of the car, which 
prompted the idea to cut-out the warped 
middle on the band saw and glue the two 
ends together after removing the top 
section that supports the hatches.   

Putting an Idea into Action to Make a 
Shorty Covered Hopper  

While I didn’t take a picture of the entire 
warped car before cutting it, the vertical 
black lines in this photo of an identical 
hopper indicate the location of the cut 
lines. 

 
A Lionel 546446 Covered Hopper was the 
starting point for this conversion. Band saw 
cut lines are indicated by the black lines in 
this photo of a full-length 11.75 inch Lionel 
Covered Hopper.  Cutting was done after 
removing the trucks and the top section 
holding the hatches. 
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This is the cut out section in front of a full-
length hopper.  

The above photo is of the 4.50-inch cutout 
middle section in front of a red uncut 
covered hopper that’s the same length as 
the original … 11.75 inches.    

After cutting-out the middle section, I was 
left with two ends that could be joined to 
make a new 7.25-inch shorty hopper.   

When the two remaining ends of the car 
were assembled, a single chute was 
formed on the bottom after cutting and 
gluing the ends together using 
cyanoacrylate gap-filling adhesive.  

 
A bottom view of the shorty hopper after its 
primer coat shows that a single chute was 
formed after gluing the two ends together with 
gap-filling adhesive and filling gaps with 
contour putty.  The key to success is very 
careful measuring before cutting.   

Pieces of thin styrene were glued along the 
inside seams of the car for alignment and 
support before being clamped until dry.  
Next, the gaps were filled with Testors® 

Contour Putty and sanded before applying 
a grey primer.    
 
Band Sawing and Aligning the Cover  
Once the ends were glued together, I band 
sawed the top section that holds the 
hatches so it fit the shorter length of the 
hopper and glued it to the top of the car.  
Careful measuring assured that the three 
hatches on each side were properly 
centered. Reinstalling the metal hatch 
insert spring permits the hopper hatches to 
open and close. 

 
The top section that holds the hatches was 
also cut on the band saw and glued to the top 
of the hopper.  Careful measuring resulted in 
six centered hatches that open and close.   

Adding Shorty to the NYC Roster 
Because of the reduced length of the new 
O-scale hopper, I purchased HO-scale 
New York Central decals from our NYSCS 
Collinwood Shop and applied them to 
maintain a sense of scale after spraying 
several coats of Krylon® Flat Black paint, 
which works great for repainting steam 
engines, too. While the decal numbers 
aren’t historically accurate for a NYC 
covered hopper, they look great and 
proved to be an excellent finishing touch. 
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This photo contrasts the reduced length of the 
completed black shorty hopper with a full-size 
hopper. 
 
Easy One-of-a-Kind Flatcars 
Converting old Lionel® flatcars is an easy 
way to create unique rolling stock.  For 
example, a $5.00, 6630 flatcar that was 
missing its rocket launcher offered the 
opportunity to mount two salvaged work 
caboose tool bins on it. 

       

Creating unique rolling stock with inexpensive 
Lionel flatcars is fun.  This double bin version 
uses two salvaged work caboose bins glued 
back-to-back on a 6630 car. 

        

Our grandchildren enjoy using the double bin 
flatcar to give their stuffed animals a ride 
around the layout.   

The result is a unique car (Left Below) that 
can be loaded with freight items, or with 
our grandchildren’s stuffed animals. 

After seeing a photo of a huge power plant 
generator being shipped by rail, I always 
wanted to recreate the scene.  Finding a 
large $3.00 plastic generator at a train 
show, along with a 6800 flatcar, produced 
an interesting rolling stock addition after 
doing a little gluing. 

      
Bob always wanted to make a generator car 
after seeing a huge unit being shipped to a 
power plant by rail.  Finding a $3.00 generator 
at a train show and affixing it to a 6800 
flatcar produced the desired look. 

Mounting two vintage metal vehicles onto 
a 6100 stamped steel flatcar was easy as 
the cars were secured in their original 
plastic cases with screws.   

New flatcars with vehicles can cost $30.00+. 
This version cut the cost in half by mounting 
two vintage vehicles onto a repainted $5.00 
flatcar. 
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After finding two screws of the same size, 
I screwed one into the underside of each 
vehicle through holes drilled in the bottom 
of the flatcar.  These three cars make an 
interesting consist. 

 

The three one-of-a-kind flatcars make an 
interesting consist.   

Making Old Lionel Aluminum Passenger 
Cars Shine 

Many post war aluminum passenger cars 
sell for $75.00 to $150.00, but I look for 
diamonds-in-the-rough, cars that have 
scuffed paint on the vestibules or dome 
frame, a few blemishes, lots of tarnish and 
fixable truck or electrical problems.  Take 
this Lionel Lines 2532 Dome Car and 2531 
Observation Car, for example. 

    
These aluminum Lionel passenger cars were 
diamonds-in-the–rough before restoration.  
After a little TLC, mag wheel polish, spray 
paint and simple electrical repairs, they look 
and run good as new. 

They were purchased for $48 and $35 and 
needed lots of TLC, which is easy to do on 
these cars as they don’t have many parts 
and all are accessible.  

   

The fully restored, painted Lionel Lines 2532 
Dome Passenger Car gleams after many coats 
of polish were applied to remove tarnish from 
the aluminum body.      

The Lionel Lines 2532 Dome Car had 
scratches in the plastic vestibules at each 
end, as well as on the dome, and it was 
tarnished and had a short circuit in one of 
the wheel sets.   

I completely disassembled the car, 
removed the frosted passenger strip and 
trucks.  Then I spray painted the end 
vestibules and the dome frame with 
Testors® 1246 Metallic Silver, which is a 
very close match to the original paint.   

The dome on this Lionel Lines 2532 Passenger 
Car required masking 30 small windows 
before spray painting it with Testors 1246 
Metallic Silver, but the results were worth the 
time and effort. (I appreciate that the NYC 
didn’t have dome cars, but it’s hard to resist 
running this “Lionel Lines” beauty on the 
layout.)     
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The plastic dome frame required time and 
patience to mask 30 small windows while 
looking through a magnifier, but the result 
was worth it.  After painting, every silver 
plastic piece looked good as new.   

Bringing back the shine to the aluminum 
body was the next step.  The secret was to 
apply and remove Mothers® Mag and 
Aluminum Polish with a soft cloth.  A 
number of clothes were required as each 
one quickly blackened during the 
polishing process until the aluminum 
gleamed.     

The same painting and shining process 
was used to restore the 2531 Observation 
Car, which was easy because it didn’t have 
dome windows to mask.   

 

This Lionel Lines 2531 Aluminum Observation 
Car only cost $35.00, but looks great after 
following the same restoration process used 
on its companion 2532 Passenger Dome Car. 

Many aluminum passenger cars need 
electrical TLC too.  They are easy to repair 
after checking for burned-out lamps, loose 
wires or short circuits. Often these 
problems are caused by old springs that 
don’t apply sufficient tension to hold up 
the coupler arm, or the contact that powers 
a lamp through the roller pickup.  To save 

time and money, I buy small springs at the 
hardware store and cut them in small 
increments until the correct length and 
tension are achieved. 

Fixing a F3 Cab with a Broken Nose 

Another train show discovery was this 
New York Central 2344 Cab. It was in 
good shape, except for a broken nose 
around the headlamp lens, which greatly 
reduced the purchase price.  Realizing the 
great results that can be achieved with 
contour putty, I built-up several layers and 
sanded them with very fine sandpaper to 
conform to the round shape of the 
headlamp housing. 

A broken nose on the cab of this Lionel NYC 
2344 F3 greatly reduced the price at a train 
show.  Applying several layers of contour 
putty and sanding it to conform to the round 
shape of headlamp housing fixed the problem. 

After receiving a spray can of NYC Dark 
Gray from Train Enamels, which sells 
paint that matches Lionel colors, I sprayed 
a little into a dish and brush painted the 
nose to avoid having to spend hours 
masking and painting the entire cab. 
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After painting, the repaired cab returned to 
service on a Lionel NYC 2344 F3 A Unit.  WD-
40 Multi-use Product was applied to the entire 
cab to restore the paint luster. 

To restore a luster to the overall finish of 
the cab, I sprayed WD-40® Multi-use 
Product on a soft cloth and applied it to 
the entire cab before removing the excess 
with another cloth.  The result was a more 
harmonized finish (as they say on the do-
it-yourself shows) that helped blend the 
finish.  While no one is sure of what’s in 
WD-40, all I know is that it worked great 
to add a luster to tired plastic finishes.  
Some train enthusiasts like the look, and 
some don’t. Give it try and decide for 
yourself.  

What’s Next? 

I found an O-scale flatcar and a K-Line 
U.S. Navy Corsair airplane kit. It would be 
fun to paint the flatcar Navy blue, add a 
logo and mount the 1/48 scale plane on 
the deck with folded wings!  More to 
come. 

 
Bob is thinking about creating new one-of-a-
kind cars such as building a 1/48-scale Corsair 
with folded wings and mounting it on a blue 
flatcar with U.S. Navy markings. 
 
I’m proud of these cars and the F3 cab and 
enjoy telling the story behind them to 
visitors.  You can enjoy this same sense of 
accomplishment, and save money, by 
creating your own one-of-a-kind cars and 
bringing damaged engines “back to life”.  
Give it a try.  You’ll be glad you did! 
 
Thanks for your interest.  The next O-scale 
NYC Water Level progress article will 
feature roundhouse and turntable 
installation, along with other layout 
improvements.      
 

Lionel® is a registered trademark of Lionel LLC  
Krylon® is a registered trademark of Sherwin-
Williams Company 
Testors® is a registered trademark of the Rust-
Oleum Group   
Mothers® is a registered trademark of Mothers 
Polishes, Waxes and Cleaners Inc.  
WD-40® is a registered trademark of WD-40 
Company 
Photo of Lionel 546446 Hopper provided by All 
Aboard Train Shoppe, Lincroft, NJ      
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Article by Dan Howard          Photos by Dan 
In an era encompassing the mid-1950 to 
the early 1960s, I created a “what if” 
scenario of two bustling branch lines in 
eastern Columbia and Dutchess Counties 
in New York providing a lively fictional 
operation. 

 
Dan’s layout is a fictional layout.  In this 
photo the Peddler NX-8 with RS-1 665 is 
working the Pine Plains Freight Depot siding 
with a LCL freight while coal drag, Extra QR-
1, powered by a pair of RS-11’s, rolls east on 
the main track.  The tracks to the left are the 
sidings of Rowe Coal & Lumber, which is 
serviced by train NX-14. 
 
My Geographical and Historical Context 
 
Pine Plains, NY, is located in northern 
Dutchess County, approximately 45 miles 
southeast of Albany as the crow flies.  
Boston Corners, NY, in southern Columbia 
County, is about 8.5 miles northeast of 
Pine Plains.  Massachusetts lies along the 
eastern border of Columbia County, and 
Dutchess County is bordered on the east 
by Connecticut.  The Hudson River 
borders both counties to the west. 
 
Pine Plains in the 1800’s was a bustling, 
three railroad town.  Its lines, the Northern 
Dutchess & Connecticut, Poughkeepsie & 

Eastern (P&E), and Poughkeepsie & 
Connecticut, were merged into the Central 
New England Railway (CNE) around the 
turn of the 20th century.  The CNE was 
taken over by the New Haven in 1904 and 
finally merged into the New Haven 
System in 1927.   
 
As many of you are likely aware, Boston 
Corners is located on the Harlem Line, 
about 100 rail miles from Grand Central 
Terminal and 28 rail miles from Chatham, 
NY.  In 1852, Boston Corners also had 
three rail lines in town, the Harlem, the 
Rhinebeck & Connecticut, and the P&E 
(the latter two later merged into the CNE).  
As late as the mid 1920s, the CNE crossed 
the NYC at grade in Boston Corners, 
controlled by a manual gate.   
 
Because the New Haven’s primary goal in 
acquiring the CNE was the Poughkeepsie 
Bridge route and not continued operation 
of the local branches, abandonment of the 
former CNE lines through Pine Plains and 
Boston Corners took place in the 1920s and 
1930s.  The diamond in Boston Corners 
was removed in 1928, and the rails 
through these two towns were lifted in 
1938.    
 
The Layout Serves a Bustling Town 
 
The layout’s scenario is that Pine Plains in 
this era is a bustling town that still has rail 
service.  The New Haven has six 
customers including three manufacturing 
facilities, a dairy distributer, an oil & 
gasoline distributer (complete with its own 
GE 45-tonner for in-plant switching), and 
sidings at a Coal & Lumber yard.  LCL 
freight comes and goes from the local 
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freight depot.  Supporting all of this traffic 
is a six-track flat switching yard and a 
two-track diesel locomotive facility.   

 
Looking southeast across Boston Corners Jct., 
the operator at BC tower has cleared BC-5 
through, while holding New Haven’s RQ-
2.  This is the newest part of the layout (2016 
construction), and is the first along the wall 
section.  To hide the white basement, cinder 
block wall, Dan’s wife, Mary, painted the 
backdrop, which greatly enhanced the look 
and feel. 
 
Boston Corners, located on a branch of the 
NYC, is an interchange location for the 
two railroads.  

 
VO-660 501, powering NYC train BC-5, is 
crossing the diamond northbound at Boston 
Corners Jct.  Eastbound New Haven Train RQ-
2, led by an Alco FA, is holding on the New 
Haven main. 

In addition to the interchange tracks, the 
Central has a five-track flat switching 
yard, including an icehouse. 

 
New Haven train RQ-2, with its Alco FA-FB 
lash-up, must wait for BC-5 to clear the 
diamond before the NYC’s operator in BC 
tower will let him proceed.  Behind BC-5 is the 
New Haven Boston Corners Freight Depot and 
to the right of the depot is H.B. Miller, a NYC 
customer who receives coal and ships grain. 
 
The main lines cross on a diamond, 
complete with a tower.  In addition to the 
New Haven-served freight depot, there are 
two local customers switched by the NYC 
in Boston Corners. 
 
Enjoying Realistic Operations 
 
While there is a 1.75 scale mile outer loop 
that allows for multiple trains to circle the 
mainline at once, operating the layout in a 
realistic manner provides the most 
enjoyment for me.  All of the trains have 
symbols, all the freight cars have car cards 
with waybill pockets, locomotive cards 
provide information on supplemental 
DCC features available specific to that 
locomotive, and the train card to top the 
deck provides summary details on where 
and how that train works its jobs.  The 
waybills placed in the car cards indicate 
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the destinations, and two to three page 
Employee Timetables for each of the lines 
provide more details regarding the 
operations of each railroad. 

 
In addition to action on the New Haven Main 
at Boston Corners Jct., this photo displays 
some of the paperwork Dan uses to operate 
the railroad.  Almost all of the printed matter, 
including the card pocket labels, plus 
locomotive and train cards not shown here, 
was generated through a Microsoft Access 
Database he created.  The waybills in the car 
card pockets came from data entered into an 
Excel spreadsheet he downloaded from 
Wolfgang Dudler’s Westport Terminal RR 
web site.  
 
A hidden staging yard with separate 
tracks of both railroad’s routes out of area 
trains to and from the NYC and New 
Haven.  The NYC’s yard is switched by a 
Bowser VO-660 purchased from the 
Society’s Collinwood Shop.  A DCC sound 
decoder was added, making this fine 
model even better.  An Atlas HH-660 in 
the local New Haven fleet, a special 
production run sponsored by the 
NHRHTA and equipped with DCC and 
sound, performs the switching duties over 
in Pine Plains.    

 
Transfer job Extra 8040 (symbol BC-3 when on 
home rails) is holding on the Pine Plains 
siding while New Haven’s train 58 works the 
passenger depot from the main track. 
 
An RS-32 usually handles the NYC 
transfer run from Boston Corners over to 
the Pine Plains yard, and returns light 
with its transfer caboose.  

 
Having completed its drop at New Haven’s 
Pine Plains yard, Extra 8040 is “in the hole” 
on the Pine Plains siding, hoping the New 
Haven dispatcher will find a slot for him to 
head east to home rails sometime soon.  The 
caboose is a Bluford Shops model. 
 
This is one of the three New Haven locals 
out of Pine Plains, powered by various 
locomotives such as a GP9, RS-1, or RS-11, 
which drops cars at Boston Corners for the 
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Central. The New Haven through freight 
with a multiple unit consist also 
interchanges with the NYC at Boston 
Corners. The NYC’s yard switcher 
performs local switching, and with facing 
point switches in two directions, the job 
requires a run-around move. A New 
Haven RS-1 powered peddler (more 
artistic license) handles the U.S. Mail, 
Railway Express and LCL freight chores in 
both Pine Plains & Boston Corners. The 
New Haven passenger operations consist 
of an RDC-2 and a short streamlined train 
pulled by a Fairbanks-Morse C-Liner. 

 
Extra 8040, running light with its transfer 
caboose, has to hold on the departure track 
near ND&C Jct. as the New Haven dispatcher 
has directed today’s train 58, led by a 
Fairbanks Morse CPA-24-5 (C-Liner), onto the 
siding to work the passenger depot at Pine 
Plains. 
  
Two additional New Haven trains run 
extra including a 20+ car, 50-ton coal 
hopper unit train and a work extra.  The 
NYC’s freight between Boston Corners 
and the staging yard is powered by a 
GP20. 
 
 

 
An overhead shot of New Haven’s Pine Plains 
Yard shows an eclectic mix of Fairbanks-
Morse, EMD, and Alco power serviced and 
ready to go. 
 
Although the customers on the layout are 
mostly products of the imagination, my 
historical research resulted in actual, and 
off-layout locations on the waybills. While 
dairy products originating on the NYO&W 
and Central’s Catskill Mountain Branch 
primarily went south to New York City, 
some of those carloads make their way to 
Pine Plains, via a stop at the NYC’s Ice 
House in Boston Corners.   

 
The signature piece on the newest part of the 
layout is the NYCS icehouse.  Dan’s wife 
assembled the model and installed the ice 
blocks and figures, before Dan added the 
sawdust and weathering. 
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An IGA grocery truck is receiving its load of 
dairy products at Greenspring while Extra 
8040 passes by eastward. 
 
Diesel and gasoline tanker cars of various 
owners come and go from petroleum 
facilities appropriate to the car, with 
generally proper routings (NYC vs. New 
Haven).  The recent Central Headlight 
article about Utica Transfer and transfer 
operations in general initiated a waybill 
upgrade resulting in more realistic 
destinations for the local products.   
Situation cards were recently added to 
enhance operations, based on a recent 
Model Railroader magazine article.   

 
Northbound train RB-3 is arriving at Boston 
Corners Yard, led by GP20 2110, a Proto2000 
model equipped with a QSI sound decoder. 

With full appreciation of the master 
modelers and the fine work they produce, 
I am admittedly not one of them.  Scenery 
is a best effort, and with the track and 
wiring just recently completed on the 
Boston Corners expansion, much scenery 
work still needs to be done.   

 
RB-3 is northbound on the main approaching 
Boston Corners Yard.  The VO-660 and 
Century Green boxcar were purchased through 
the Collinwood Shop.  Dan upgraded 501 to 
DCC and sound with Bowser’s retrofit kit. 
     
That said a big thanks goes to my wife 
Mary for the fantastic work she did 
creating the backdrop for the recent 
expansion.  This was my first foray into 
along-the-wall model railroading and this 
phase of the layout received a tremendous 
scenic boost from her hand-painted work.   
 
While the layout may likely never be 
award winning, that is okay.  Noel 
indicated in a recent issue that there are 
many ways for us to enjoy our hobby, and 
this layout provides a great amount of 
satisfaction to me, and enjoyment to guest 
operators and visitors. 
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Dan converted the Sperry Rail Car 127, a DC 
model originally released by Walthers in late 
2000, to DCC by installing an NCE D13SRJ 
decoder.  Internet research provided in-
valuable assistance for properly wiring the 
headlight.	
	
Although now residing in New York 
Central territory, I was raised in New 
Haven country in eastern Massachusetts.   
Those formative years resulted in an initial 
focus on the first two phases of a New 
Haven themed, HO-scale, DCC powered 
layout.   

 
Inspection time! SRS 127 has the highball 
from BC tower and is southbound crossing the 
junction's diamond, inspecting the NYC's 
Clermont Branch.  To the right is New Haven's 
Boston Corners Freight Depot. 
 

However, my recent membership in the 
NYCSHS (past four years), and the 
Society’s excellent research information 
and available model offerings convinced 
me that the NYC would play a major role 
in phase three of the layout, an expansion 
almost doubling its size.  But with physical 
space confines requiring 18-inch radius 
curves on the main, making the layout a 
branch line operation, how could I bring 
these two roads together?  The answer was 
practically in my backyard. 
 

 
BC-5, the Boston Corners yard job and local 
switcher, is spotting an empty boxcar at H.B. 
Miller. 
 
The Clermont Division of the New Haven 
railroad, named for the town in which I 
currently live, had its model town existing 
for a number of years as a somewhat 
generic location.  Using artistic license (our 
model railroad, our rules, right?), the town 
was renamed Pine Plains and phase three 
of the layout would bring the New York 
Central and New Haven together in 
Boston Corners.  This is how the Clermont 
Branch of the New York Central Railroad 
came to life.  
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Dan’s layout provides him great satisfaction by allowing him to model his two favorite railroads in 
a setting that showcases both.  Although he still has much work to do with the scenery, he has 
accomplished a satisfying railroad.  You can see from Frank Knight’s layout drawing, Dan has a 
layout that is operationally oriented and fun to operate. 

We look forward to seeing more of Dan’s layout in future editions.   
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Article by Dave Staplin 
Dave has already covered the saga of 
which cars operated on the second section 
and why, so the emphasis here will be on 
how to model the two cars that are 
correct for second section operation.   

 

The original plan of the New York 
Central was to operate a refurbished 
“Island” series car, Plan 4079A on 
second sections of 25 and 26.  
According to the Pullman car listings, 
all four of the original cars received 
41-HR trucks by 1942 in replacement 
for the original 43-R trucks.  The cars 
were stored during World War II and 
before they came back into service in 
mid-1946, Pullman replaced the 
master room and double bedroom 
with four modern double bedrooms, 
including enclosed toilets.  These  

Photos by Dave 
may have been the first enclosed 
bedroom toilets in the entire Pullman 
fleet.  The center portion of the skirts 
was removed and the two cars 
originally intended for Century use 
received electro-pneumatic brakes.  
The interior of the lounge was 
dramatically changed, eliminating 
the radical art deco arrangement of 
1938 in favor of a more traditional 
decor.  Pictures of the new lounge 
appear in various NYC color books 
and the floor plan change can be seen 
in Randall’s The Official Pullman-
Standard Library, Vol. 2 New York 
Central.   
From a modeler’s perspective, the 
significant work to change an 
existing model is the replacement of 
the windows for the public toilet, the 
pre-war double bedroom, two for the 
master room, the master room annex 
and the buffet.  I did this by cutting 
the side off the car from the vestibule 
to a point just beyond the buffet 
window and made a replacement 
panel from .040 sheet styrene.  The 
new windows were located with a 
scribe and then drilled and filed to 
shape. I removed only enough of the 
car side to leave the seam for the new 
panel slightly below the window 
line.  This helped maintain the 
structural integrity of the car side.  
The new panel was glued in place; 
seams were puttied and sanded to a 
smooth finish. 

There are two plastic options for 
doing the “Island” car.  One is the 
old Eastern Car Works (ECW) kit, 
which was the only option when the 



Modeling 2nd Sections of the Century in Post War Era  (Part 3)	

 

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2016 

	
55	

I did his.  This kit has some warts, in 
that the roof does not have quite the 
right shape and without re-doing the 
bullet end, substituting a better one 
from someone else’s core is not very 
practical.  The curves of the bullet 
end are also not quite right, but if the 
modeler is careful, a respectable 
model can be made from this kit.  At 
one time, Custom Finishes made 
stanchions for the roof-mounted 
radio aerial, but since this business 
has been sold, the new sets being 
produced are of inferior quality.  

 

“Thousand Islands,” kitbashed from an 
Eastern Car Works kit.  All windows 
from the vestibule to the buffet were 
replaced in a styrene panel built and 
grafted into the car side. 

 

“Thousand Islands,” right side view.  
Like the later “Creek” series 
observations, the rooms are on the left 
side of the car, affording a view of the 
Hudson River on westbound Train 25. 

Before the Custom Finishes part was 
available, I fashioned his antenna 
from a Utah Pacific radio aerial set.  
The Utah Pacific part has only single 
leg stanchions, but it will give the 
proper effect. I considered this 

conversion a trial and have not 
installed an interior in his car.  

The other option is to get an MTH car 
from a set and modify it.  I opened 
one of these cars but have not opened 
it up to see how easy/hard it is to 
modify.  Removing the center skirts 
should be straightforward.  The 
advantage to working with this car is 
that the lighted markers and 
drumhead, plus the radio antenna 
and other roof detail are already in 
place.  To be true to the prototype, 
the interior would have to be 
rearranged. 

The other car which is appropriate 
for a second section or as a back up 
for 25 and 26 is the Plan 4082 “River” 
series car.  These cars did not go 
through major transformations, as 
did the “Island” cars, so besides 
having the center skirts removed, the 
only other major change was taking 
out the Pullman Mechanical 
Dynamotor air conditioning system 
and substituting a commercial 
electro-mechanical unit.  According 
to Pullman Project files, this change 
took place in 1952.   

There is no easy way to model the 
Plan 4082 observation.  The window 
spacing changes necessary to convert 
an MTH or ECW car are enormous.  I 
concluded the best way to model the 
car was to use a Walthers Santa Fe 
observation for the core, with a Laser 
Horizons wrapper.  The Walthers 
roof had to be completely stripped 
and new details added, including the 
radio antenna, vents and an ice 
hatch.  A completely new underbody 
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was fabricated.  Fortunately a brass 
Challenger car was available to give 
guidance on detail placement.  I did a 
presentation on this conversion at the 
2007 NYCSHS Annual Meeting.  
Another hope is for Walthers to 
someday offer a Southern Pacific 
Lark set, which would require Plan 
4082 to be done in plastic.  The SP 
cars had different underbody layouts 
and a different radio aerial, so some 
detail changes would be required if 
the modeler wants a car that matches 
the NYC ones exactly.   

	

“Genesee River” showing the left side of 
the car, kitbashed from a Walthers 
Santa Fe observation.  This is the most 
difficult of the cars to build. 

 

Right side view of “Genesee River,” 
which served in back-up and second 
section roles for the Century during 
winters from 1952 until 1955 and when 
the “Island” cars were unavailable. 

This car, in common with the other 
1939 Pullmans delivered had one 
other distinctive feature, 41-ER 
trucks.  Changing a Walthers 41-HR 
truck to the ER model is relatively 
straight forward as shown in the 
photos in the next column. 

A comparison of Walthers 41-HR truck 
on the right and the Dave’s converted 
41-ER truck on the left. 

 

The 41-ER truck is made by 
disassembling the Walthers 41-HR 
truck, filing the plastic helical 
bolster spring detail flat and grafting 
on a leaf spring.  Dave’s leaf spring 
came from a plastic Blomberg truck. 

General Modeling Considerations 

The sources of cars from which to 
model a second section of the 
Twentieth Century Limited is a bit 
more extensive than the text so far 
may infer.  Almost any smooth sided 
car can be modeled using a core kit 
with sides supplied by one of two 
firms, Laser Horizons or Train 
Station Products.  The modeler has to 
be careful because all sides made by 
these firms may not fit all cores.  It 
would be best to consult with the 
firms based on a specific set of sides 
desired for a specific core.  If 
Walthers cars are used for cores, the 
plastic vestibule doors, having better 
detail, can be left on and the new 
sides cut into them.   

The use of brass Soho cars can be 
considered for some of the Century’s 
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cars.  There is a process involved to 
making the cars look better than they 
do out of the box if the modeler 
wants to end up with something that 
can stand scrutiny.  Modelers can 
consult my photo of the “Port Byron” 
(Below), which appears on the 
NYCSHS website.  Soho cars appear 
from time to time on eBay at 
reasonable prices.   

 

“Port Byron,” 12 Double bedroom 
Pullman upgraded from Soho brass 
model with new trucks and additional 
underbody detail. 

If Soho cars are to be operated, truck 
change-out is imperative.  Passenger 
car modelers familiar with the 
factory-mounted trucks liken them to 
running sleds on gravel. 

 

Soho cars can be re-trucked by taking 
the button bolster off and substituting a 
plastic tube, which is glued to the 
plastic sheet stock, above and below the 
car floor.  This view is from above. 

 

The same conversion viewed from below 
the car floor.  The height of the bolster 
depends on the truck being used.  Note 
added center sill detail, which greatly 
reduces the “see through” problem 
common to the underbody of Soho cars. 

The photos above show how I took 
the traditional nylon button bolster 
off the car body and replaced it with 
one of fabricated plastic tubing and 
sheet styrene that can accommodate 
just about anybody’s truck.  Metal 
tubes can be used in place of the 
plastic one shown in the picture, if 
power pick-up is desired.  At the 
time of “Port Byron’s” conversion, I 
happened to have a supply of IHC 
trucks, so that is what it got.  While 
the manufacturing quality of the IHC 
truck is spotty, they do roll well.  
Now, it would be possible to get the 
correct truck from the vast array 
produced by Walthers, though wheel 
set change-out is recommended for 
better rolling performance. 

Sometime after the Soho cars were 
released, a Japanese firm called Erie 
Limited imported Twentieth Century 
sets, complete with diesel 
locomotives.  The cars were nicely 
finished except for white lettering 
and striping.  The bodies were 
basically the same as the Soho cars, 
except for some additional 
underbody details.  They had much 
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better trucks and as noted above, I 
managed to find a kitchen lounge car 
on the secondhand market.  Finding 
individual cars from these sets is 
very rare and the sets still sell at 
higher prices than do many older 
brass passenger cars.  So, while these 
cars offer possibilities, I believe it 
unlikely that the modeler will be able 
to find them.  At the end of the day, 
they still require some work, because 
the bodies have the same basic 
shortcomings as the Soho cars.  The 
white lettering will not be a deal 
killer in using these cars.   

Great Brass Fleet cars can also be 
found on the secondhand market and 
are better starting points than the 
Soho cars.  But they don’t come in 
some of the key floor plans, such as 
Plan 4125 (“Port” cars).  GBF 
imported de-skirted versions of the 
pre-war lightweights, so they can 
provide starting points for some cars, 
especially Plan 4071A “County” 13 
bedroom cars.   Some of the GBF cars 
come with trucks and some do not.  
If not, the 43-R trucks can be secured 
from D&G models, a truck that has 
been around for years and is 
considered an excellent model.  More 
recently, Walthers has also offered 
this type of truck.     

There are detail issues that need to be 
considered for making cars from 
diverse sources appear compatible.  
One of those is a diaphragm.  I favor 
American Limited full width 
diaphragms and use a file to modify 
the striker plates to give the 
appearance of the style used on 
Pullman-Standard cars. 

 

American Limited full width diaphragm 
striker plate as it comes from the 
factory.  This configuration appears 
designed for SP and UP pre-war cars. 

 

Dave carefully filed out the “owls eyes” 
to convert this striker plate to the more 
common version used by other railroads.  
To accommodate the springs, he glues a 
blackened piece of 0.010” styrene behind 
the “owls eyes”. 

It should be noted that if modelers 
use kits or cores from Eastern Car 
Works, the outside curtain of the 
American Limited part would have a 
different cross section.  Some filing 
may be required to give a better fit to 
the ECW roof contour.  I have also 
used rubber Shoreham Shops (later 
Railway Classics) full width 
diaphragms on ECW cars, but it 
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remains to be seen if they are flexible 
enough for long train operations on a 
layout.   The Coach Yard also makes 
a full width diaphragm that operates, 
but the striker plate detail is 
somewhat limited and the residual 
bonding material for the rubber outer 
curtain makes it hard to blacken out 
portions of the striker plates to 
improve appearances.  MTH cars 
come with working full width 
diaphragms, but it is not clear if 
cannibalizing a relatively expensive 
car makes sense to get them.  After 
experimenting with different colors, I 
decided on a combination of grimy 
black and engine black for painting 
the diaphragms.  The Pullman 
lettering plan for lightweight cars 
indicates the outside curtains of the 
full-width diaphragms was supposed 
to be the same color as the dark grey 
on the car body.  I have examined a 
significant number of black and 
white NYC Pullman photos and is 
convinced that the diaphragm 
outside curtains were never painted 
or, if they were, the paint quickly 
peeled off as the curtains flexed. 

Lighting is another of the detail 
issues.  I have not added lighting to 
his cars, as of yet, so this subject will 
have to be held in abeyance for a 
future issue.  I do install Tomar 
drumheads on his observation cars 
and these are lit from internal 
batteries to remove flicker.  A small 
switch is installed in the vestibule to 
that they can be turned off when not 
in use.  A pair of these cars, along 
with the Walthers “Creek” 

observation, can be seen in the photo 
below. 

 

Observation car line-up with “Thousand 
Islands” carrying the drumhead of the 
“Commodore Vanderbilt and “Genesee 
River” carrying the drumhead of Second 
25.  The Walthers car for First 25 has not 
yet been shopped for its drumhead and 
interior detailing. 

I recommend using LEDs in the 
Tomar units in place of the small 
incandescent bulbs provided in the 
kit.    

Underbody layouts can be copied 
from similar brass cars or based on 
plans from the Illinois Railway 
Museum.  I can provide photos 
and/or drawings for some cars if the 
interested modeler contacts him 
through the NYCSHS.  I rely 
primarily on Cal-Scale and Precision 
Scale for components.  Some parts, 
like APW tanks have to be fabricated.  
Rapido has also been kind enough to 
sell individual electro-mechanical 
units suitable for post-war cars. 

 

Painting NYC’s two-toned grey 
scheme involves railroad model 
paints, which are becoming fewer in 
number as manufacturers leave the 
business.  Minuteman has rescued 
Scalecoat, at least for the time being.  
The Scalecoat renditions of the greys 
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are my choice for his models, but 
some darkening is required.  Pullman 
green is also mixed in to retain 
warmth.  Suffice to say that nothing 
on the market will match what 
Walthers used on its release of the 
1948 Century.  While these cars 
appear too dark indoors, they were 
matched to actual NYC paint 
samples by the NYCSHS.  However, 
lighting has a huge effect on how 
colors actually appear and scale does 
as well, so modeler’s have little 
choice but accept that cars painted 
for NYC, even by professionals, will 
not match the Walthers cars.  The 
alternative is to trial darken the 
available NYC greys to match the 
Walthers rendition and then use very 
high CRI bulbs in his/her layout 
lighting.  The dark grey is not so 
much a problem as the light grey 
applied to the window band.  
Perhaps in a future NYCSHS 
Modeler or Headlight article, the 
issue of how to “trick” paints into 
looking correct can be tackled. 

Lettering cars after re-painting 
presents another challenge.  The 
standard set for years to letter an 
NYC post-war Pullman was the 
Champ PH-81 set.  Striping was 
available from another set, S-86.  
Some additional car names were 
available from Champ set PH-33A; 
however no “Pullman” was included 
for center letter board application.  
These sets can still be found from 
time to time on eBay.  Microscale has 
not done a complete set for NYC 
Pullmans, although set 87-932 
contains the railroad name and 

striping in the proper lettering grey 
color.  If the modeler is able to get 
one or more of the old Soho cars, 
they sometimes have a special decal 
set in the box done specifically for 
those cars by Champ.  Another 
option is CDS, which made dry 
transfer lettering.  Set CD-790 will 
work for Pullmans and is still 
available from Terry Link’s store.  
The Walthers decal sheet from their 
Twentieth Century cars can provide 
additional car names, but not New 
York Central or Pullman lettering.  
The NYCSHS has begun 
investigating to see if it can get a 
supplier for NYC passenger car 
decals 

What the Second Section Looks 
Like 

Consists for my first and second 
sections are shown in Table 7.  Each 
car is identified as to modeling 
origin.  Cars which have not yet been 
named or numbered are shown with 
a blank in that field.  Clearly, at 15 
cars apiece, these are prototypical 
length trains and might not be 
suitable for many layouts.  In Table 
8, with permission of Terry Link, I 
have shown an actual consist from 
January 2, 1954 posted on the Canada 
Southern website.  This is the only 
such consist of which I am aware.  It 
is interesting from several aspects, 
the first of which is its modest length, 
one that might well fit on most 
model layouts.  The other points fall 
in line with prior discussions of 
which cars would be most likely 
found on a second section.   
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 The inclusion of a streamlined 
baggage car from the 9100 series 

 The use of as many Pullmans as 
possible with modern double 
bedrooms. 

 The position of the kitchen lounge 
trailing the full dining car to be 
close to the higher-priced 
accommodations of the rear 
Pullmans. 

 Use of the “River” series 
observation (“Island” car needed 
for Royal Palm in the winter). 

 No 22 roomette cars in the consist. 
For interested modelers, I 
recommend looking at Terry’s site.  
In the consist portion can be found 
the second section of Train 1, the 
Pacemaker for the same date as 
Second Train 26.  It is all Pullman 
and essentially rekindles the 
Advanced Commodore Vanderbilt.  
In contrast to the short section of 
Train 26, Second 1 has 16 cars, 14 of 
which are Pullmans.   

For modeling purposes, the consist 
on the Canada Southern web site 
gives a very attractive starting point 
from the perspective of length.  If the 
modeler wants to expand this consist, 
I would recommend additions in the 
following order: 

1. A third 10-6, total 11 cars. 
2. At this date (1954), a 13-bedroom 

car, total 12 cars. 
3. At an earlier date (say, 1949), a 4-

4-2 car, total 12 cars. 
4. A fourth 10-6, total 13 cars 
5. Either a 4-4-2 car or a 13-bedroom 

car, total 14 cars. 

6. Add whichever of the two in 5 
above were not added, total 15 
cars. 

Summary 

In summary, modeling a second 
section of the Twentieth Century 
Limited can take advantage of many 
cars that are either still available new 
or available through the secondhand 
market.  The challenges lie in the 
public cars, especially the kitchen 
lounge and observation.  Considering 
that very few of these cars were 
available in anything other than brass 
20 years ago, difficult modeling of 
just two or three cars is within the 
reach of many enthusiasts.  I will be 
happy to help with details on 
individual cars for which there was 
insufficient time in this article.  
Finally, some reminder bullets with 
emphasis on timelines: 

 Pre-war cars appearing in second 
sections after 1948 would have 
been de-skirted, but retained the 
original underbody appliances. 

 RPO placement, and possibly the 
transcontinental Pullmans, varied 
between the first and second 
section. 

 The second or “make-up” consists 
sometimes operated as the first 
section. 

 The “Century” lounges should be 
lettered for “Pullman” before 
1951 and had some visual 
changes (telephone aerials, trucks, 
etc.) made from their 1938 
appearance. 

 Type of truck is car specific by 
date on pre-war sleepers, so the 
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Pullman Project files should be 
consulted if the modeler wants to 
focus on a high level of accuracy. 

 Starting in 1952, pre-war 
Pullmans equipped with PMD air 
conditioning units had them 
removed and replaced by 
commercial electro-mechanical 
units, which except for the 
screens on the twin condensers, 
resulted in the disappearance for 
the remainder of the center skirt 
elements.  Pullman Project files 
can be consulted for car specific 
dates. 

 Prior to the air conditioning 
conversions in 1952, the 4-4-2 cars 
would likely be from the “Bridge” 
series, perhaps with “Imperial” 
cars mixed in.  After 1952, the 
chances are that 4-4-2 cars 
assigned would be from the 
“Imperial” series.   

 Lettering patterns changed in the 
early 1950s, with “New York 
Central” replacing “Pullman at 
the center of the letter boards.  
The opposite took place with the 
small letters at the ends of cars.  
The Pullman Project files have 
some information on repaint 
dates. 

 Full width diaphragms would 
have been the rule in 1948, and 
probably through to about 1951 or 
1952.  It is likely that the removal 
process coincided with the air 
conditioning change outs starting 
at that time.   

 The lounge end of the kitchen 
lounge car was normally oriented 

towards the Pullmans with the 
higher priced rooms. 

 

Modelers of New York Central 
Passenger trains have never had it 
better.  By spending time to create 
models of just the few cars that are 
not available in the correct form, a 
good representation can be made of a 
Twentieth Century Limited second 
section, an occurrence on the 
prototype railroad that happened 
frequently in the era immediately 
following World War II.    I hope to 
see versions from other modelers in 
the future. 
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This concludes the three part article by Dave Staplin 
on how to model the 2nd sections of the NYC 20th 
Century Limited in the post WW II era. 

  



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2016 64	

Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check, or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany. This 310-page, hard 
cover volume includes: 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes: 428 pages, hard cover, and 
672 illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. 
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.)  Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 

	
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	Steam	Locomotive	Books	
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MODELING 
NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 
BRANCHLINE SWITCH 

CABINS IN HO- & O-SCALE  
Model photos by the author 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Photo 1.  Model of weather beaten O-scale 
resin Branch Line Switch Cabin. 
 
Welcome back for another addition of the 
“Harmon Files”.  Manuel Duran-Duran 
and I skipped the last issue of our 
NYCentral Modeler columns to focus our 
attention on the recently released Trackside 
Structures Kit #6 by The TrainMaster, LLC.  
These kits are currently available in the 
Collinwood Shops.  
 
Our goal was to have these kits ready in 
time for the Society’s Annual Convention 
this year in the Chicago area.  We worked 
hand in hand with Jim Gau from The 
TrainMaster, LLC again for this wood 
laser cut kit including a cast resin switch 
cabin or as colloquially known; grade 
crossing/switch tender’s shanty. 
 
Manuel drafted the scale drawings and 
had the switch cabin 3D printed.  He used 

the 3D part as a master and cast them in 
resin for the kits.  He also did some of 
these cabins in O-scale, which is a little out 
of our realm and scale but something 
different for us.  We decided to build ten 
of these O-scale switch cabins and put 
them in the Collinwood Shops for sale as 
complete models.  
 
This article will focus on the steps and 
procedures to build and paint these switch 
cabins for your kits.  The procedures are 
the same for both the O-scale and also for 
the HO-scale models included in the 
Trackside Structures Kit #6.  The drawings 
for these switch cabins appeared in an 
earlier issue of the 3rd Qtr. 2014 NYCentral 
Modeler. 
 
As a side note, these board and batten 
cabins were seen in yards and along main 
line locations such as Harmon, Croton-on-
Hudson and Breakneck Tunnel among 
others. 
 

 
Photo 2. Branch line switch cabin on the 
Upper Harlem Div. at Chatham, NY.  (John 
Barringer III National Railroad Library, St. 
Louis Mercantile Library, University of 
Missouri – St. Louis). 
 



	

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2016 66	

 
STEP 1 Preparing the raw resin castings. 

 

This is what the raw resin castings look like 
right out of the box.  The first thing to do is 
remove the flash with a sharp #11 Exacto blade 
and some fine sanding sticks.  Go slow on this 
part of the job, as the resin will sand away quite 
easily.  Most of the flash is located around the 
window and door openings and any gateways 
from the molds.  Once you’re satisfied with the 
flash removal, it’s time to thoroughly wash the 
castings and prepare them for primer with a 
rattle can.  You can see some of the flash around 
the windows in the photo at left.  I use neoprene 
rubber gloves to handle them now. 

 

STEP 2 Priming and paint preparation. 

 

The photo at left is of all ten O-scale models 
primed with a Krylon brand gray primer in a 
spray can.  I re-sprayed these with a second coat 
after this photo was taken, ensuring I got a thin 
even coat inside and out including the roofs. 
After the paint smell went away it was time to 
spray the light green inside and outside.  The 
roofs were sprayed with the dark green color. 
Both of these NYC structure acrylic paints are 
available through the Society’s Collinwood 
Shops. Use distilled water to thin if you plan on 
airbrushing these paints or they can be brush 
painted.  I used a little of both techniques. 

 

STEP 3 Doors & windows. 

 

These are all of the laser cut wood door and 
window pieces for the O-scale shanties.  I used 
some painters’ tape to hold the parts while I 
brush painted them for installation after the 
cabins dried from being spray-painted.  I left 
these pieces on the tape until it was time to 
install them.  I only did one or two cabins at a 
time so the tape kept everything together and 
not scattered on my workbench or getting lost 
on the floor.  These acrylic paints dry pretty fast 
so the wait time is minimal, especially out in 
Arizona in the Summer heat!  
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STEP 4 Completed models. 

 

The photo at left shows a gathering of all ten O-
scale models on my cluttered workbench.  I 
didn’t do any weathering on nine of these 
cabins.  Only one has a weather beaten look to it 
(the lead photo).  I left the rest of these looking 
well maintained and freshly painted.  All of the 
window and door parts were glued with 
Elmer’s white glue and the window glass was 
glued in with Testors Clear Parts adhesive.  I did 
any minor touch up paint afterwards.  The resin 
roof casting were also glued with Elmer’s white 
glue and should pop off easily for any interior 
detailing or lighting. 

 

STEP 5 Completed O- and HO-scale models. 

  
 

STEP 6 Completed HO-scale model. 

 

This is the built up HO-scale cabin that comes in 
the NYC Trackside Structures Kit #6.  I still need 
to do some weathering on this kit.  I modified 
the door to more closely resemble the doors seen 
in photos with the light green panels and dark 
green trim.  I also sanded the roof casting and 
installed some painter tape to simulate a 
tarpaper roof.  A window awning was installed 
over one of the windows like the Chatham 
photo. I fabricated a rain gutter and down spout 
over the door from Evergreen Scale Models 
channel and rod sections.  I plan on adding a 
phone box under the window next to the door.  
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Standard Mile Post.  Perspective View 
– Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
The Mile Post is another one of the small 
components necessary for the safe 
operation of a railroad.  Its main purpose 
was and remains to this day, to allow train 
crews to be able to determine the location 
of a train at any given moment.  It also 
allows identification of areas or segments 
under permanent speed restrictions listed 
in Employee Time Tables and temporary 
speed restrictions designated in bulletin 
orders.  
 
Signal numbering was directly related to 
mile post designations, for example; fixed 
signal 5963 west of Beacon, NY was .6 
miles west of MP 59, governing track 3.  
Other line-side facilities like telephone 
boxes were often designated by mile post 
number.  
 
Each mile post had cast letters on top 
indicating the point of origin of each 
particular line.  For example, in the Electric 
and Hudson Divisions, the mile posts had 
“NY” cast above the mileage figures, 
indicating that the origin point was New 
York City with MP 0 located at Grand 
Central Terminal. 

 
NYC – Mile Post 55 – Vicinity of Breakneck 
Ridge. (Image by Victor Hand) 
 
It’s important to note that mile posts often 
did not show the exact rail distance from a 
MP 0.  This was due to route realignments 
over the years.  The railroad didn’t move 
the post when realignments were done, as 
this would have been extremely 
burdensome, having to adjust the 
numbering system of signals and other 
line side facilities.  These realignments 
often resulted in “short” or “long”miles. 
 

 
USGS Quadrangles – Spuyten Duyvil/Harlem 
River Area.  The left map (1891) shows the 
original path along Spuyten Duyvil Creek 
around the north side of Marble Hill.  The 
present alignment was made when the Harlem 
Ship Canal (1895) was opened to allow 
navigation between the Hudson and Harlem 
Rivers.  This resulted in a shortening of the 
line by approximately half a mile.  The 
electrification project of the 1900s included a 
plan for a four-track tunnel north of the 
existing alignment but it was never 
implemented.  The two-track bottleneck and 
sharp curves at Spuyten Duyvil remains in 
place to this day.  
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MILE POSTS APPROXIMATE LOCATION 

ELECTRIC DIVISION 
MP* LOCATION/NEAR LOCATION 

0 GCT 
1 Park Ave. Tunnel 
2 Park Ave. Tunnel 
3 NK Signal Station 
4 125th Street Station 
5 138th Street Station, east of platforms 
6 Bronx Terminal Market – South of Macomb’s Dam 
7 High Bridge Station 
8 Morris Heights Station 
9 BN Signal Station - Marble Hill 

10 FH Interlocking, west end 
11 Spuyten Duyvil Station 
12 Between Spuyten Duyvil and Riverdale Stations 
13 Riverdale Station  
14 South of Ludlow Station 
15 South of Yonkers Station 
16 South of Glenwood Station 
17 Between Glenwood and Greystone Stations 
18 Greystone Station 
19 South of Hastings-on-Hudson Station 
20 South of Dobbs Ferry Station 
21 North of Dobbs Ferry Station 
22 North of Ardsley-on-Hudson Station 
23 North of Irvington Station 
24 Between Irvington and Tarrytown Stations 
25 South of Tarrytown Station 
26 Between Tarrytown and Philipse Manor Stations 
27 Between Philipse Manor and Scarborough Stations 
28 Between Philipse Manor and Scarborough Stations 
29 South of Scarborough Station 
30 North of Scarborough Station 
31 Ossining Station 
32 Between PF and CR Signal Station 
33 North of CR Tower  
34 North of West Loop Bridge 

HUDSON DIVISION 
MP* LOCATION/NEAR LOCATION 

35 Croton West Yards 
36 South of Oscawana Station  
37 North of Oscawana tunnels at Tidal Inlet Bridge 
38 Between Crugers and Montrose Stations 
39 North of Montrose Station 
40 Post Albany Rd overpass 
41 Between SS 37 and Peekskill Station 
42 South of Tower 39 Drawbridge 
43 Between Roa Hook rock cut and Little Tunnel 
44 South side of Tower 40 Tunnel 
45 South of Bear Mt. Tunnel 
46 Manitou rock cut south of station. 
47  
48 South of Signal Station 43 
49  
50 South end of Garrison Tunnel  
51 At Signal WB Bridge south of Constitution Island 
52 At Signal Bridge south of Cold Spring Freight house 
53 North of Little Stony Point 
54 Between Little Stony Point & Breakneck Tunnel 
55 Between Breakneck north portals and Breakneck 

Ridge 

56 South of Denning’s Point Brick Works 
57 Dutchess Junction 
58 NYNH&H Hopewell Jct overhead RR bridge 
59 Beacon Station 
60  
61  
62 Chelsea Station 
63  
64 Signal Station 54 
65 New Hamburg Station 
66  
67 North of New Hamburg Track Pans 
68 South of Camelot Station 
69  
70 North of IBM Plant 
71  
72 South of SS 58 
73 NYC Freight House 
74 Poughkeepsie Station 
75 SS 60 

Mile Posts Approximate Location Table.  
Compiled in collaboration with Larry 
Faulkner.  Mile Post info pending further 
research. (Source: NYC – ETT) 
 

 
Mile Post 43 on the Hudson Division - Tunnel 
District looking north.  The original NYC mile 
post is visible to the right.  Metro-North 
Commuter Railroad has installed an updated 
version on the river side of the tracks.  A 
Metro-North train is headed east to Grand 
Central Terminal.  It is powered by “NYC” 
#2012, one of two former New Haven Railroad 
EMD FL9 locomotives that Metro-North 
painted in New York Central livery to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of rail service 
on the New York Central Hudson Division.  
The other FL9 painted in NYC colors is #2013, 
currently preserved at the Danbury Railway 
Museum in Connecticut.  (Photograph by 
Steve Barry) 
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HISTORIC DRAWING DATA BLOCK 

DRAWING TITLE: 
N.Y.C.S. 
Standard Plans 

BOOK: J 
DRAWING NO.: J6 
DATE: Not Dated 
SIGNED BY: Richard E. Dougherty– Vice President 
TOTAL SHEETS: 1 
CONTENTS: Elevations, Plan and Location Map 
 

 
Design & Construction: 
The mile posts were cast concrete with 
recessed letters and figures on both faces, 
which were painted black.  The posts were 
embedded in the ground, perpendicular to 
the tracks, between 8’-0” and 25’-0” (MAX) 
from the gauge of the nearest rail.  
 

 
NYC – N.Y.C.S. Standard Mile Post. Drawing 
Book J.  (NYCSHS Collection) 
 

 
NYC – Mile Post L 106.  Formerly located 106 
miles from Lyons, NY on the Pennsylvania 
Division, now resides in the yard of NYCSHS 
President, Rich Stoving, repurposed as a 
bench.  Rich reports that he obtained 
permission before salvaging the post.  (Image 
by Rich Stoving) 

 -------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Standard State Line Post.  Perspective 
View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
Similar in design to the Mile Post, the State 
Line Post purpose was to simply mark the 
transition from one state to another.  
 

 
Original NYC - NY/MASS State Line Post next 
to CSX tracks.  It appears that the grade was 
raised around the post by filling with ballast, 
partially hiding the lower “S” in “MASS”.  
(Photograph by Brian Solomon, 2013, 
http://briansolomon.com/trackingthelight) 
 

HISTORIC DRAWING DATA BLOCK 

DRAWING TITLE: 
N.Y.C.S. 
Standard Plans 

BOOK: J 
DRAWING NO.: J14 
DATE: Not Dated 
SIGNED BY: Richard E. Dougherty– Vice President 
TOTAL SHEETS: 1 
CONTENTS: Elevations and  Plan 
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Design & Construction: 
Similar in construction to the Mile Post, 
the State Line Posts were taller at 7’-0”, 
probably to provide better visibility and 
accommodate bigger letters for the state’s 
abbreviation. 
 

 
NYC – N.Y.C.S. Standard Mile Post. Drawing 
Book J.  (NYCSHS Collection) 
 

 
NYC – NY State Line Post (Unknown 
Photographer) 
 
General Notes and Observations: 
-There is one Standard Mile Post drawing 
in existence, signed by William Wilgus, 
which would date it to the early 1900s.  
This drawing specifies a mile post 
thickness of 8”.  The Standard Mile Post 

drawing shown here, signed by Richard E. 
Dougherty, although not dated, is 
probably from the 1940s 1 , specifies a 
thickness of 5”.  This change was a most 
likely due to a design revision of the 
original drawing after determining that a 
5” thickness was a sufficient for a concrete 
post. 
 
-The Wilgus’ Mile post drawing shows a 
wood mile post design to be used in 
branch lines.  A substantial number of 
concrete posts remain in service today.  
The wood markers probably did not fare 
as well due to weather exposure and 
subsequent decay.  
 
Acknowledgements: 
-Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President, 
contributed by fact checking the historic 
information and providing additional 
important details. 
-Larry Faulkner supported the research 
and compiled the Mile Post Table. 
-Victor Hand provided one of his images 
of MP 55.  
-Otto Vondrak assisted with image source 
research and securing permission to use. 
-Steve Barry, Editor of Railfan & Railroad 
Magazine granted permission to use his 
MP 43 Image. 
-Brian Solomon, granted permission to use 
his MASS State Line Post image. 
 
Additional Reference Material: 
-Brian Solomon website: 
http://briansolomon.com/trackingthelight 

																																																								
1 Richard E. Dougherty – is listed as Vice President – 
Improvements and Development in the 1942 New York Central 
Railroad Company Annual Report.		
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Article by David Howarth                    Photos by David 
Progress June 2015 to June 2016 

This article follows on from four parts 
previously published in late 2014 and 
early 2015 in the NYCentral Modeler, and 
covers construction of my layout during 
the past 12 months. 
 

 
 
David’s main railway shed is 75 feet by 55 feet 
in plan size and has enabled him to use a 
seven foot minimum track radius and enough 
width to provide an adequate layout design. 
The shed is filling up. 
 
Progress has been good, as I have spent 
about six hours a day on the layout on 
most days of the week. 
 
However my estimation for how long 
construction would take has been 
optimistic. It takes longer than you think, 
particularly during the wiring of track.  
 
During the year from June 2015 to June 
2016 the following have been completed: 

 All sub road base of 19-mm 
plywood has been constructed. 

 All fascia has been built and 
painted. 

 All upper level track, including Fast 
Track turnouts, has been 
constructed and wired up to DCC. 

 The 1000 feet of double track main 
line on the lower level, including 
turnouts, has been built and wired. 

 Powered turnouts have had 
Tortoise Motors added and wired. 

 All piers at Weehawken are 
constructed including the Steam 
Locomotive Servicing Area. 

 An Industrial Dock Area on the 
lower level has been built. 

 Three additional viewing platforms 
to enable good access to switching 
areas on the upper level have been 
constructed. 

 The climb to the upper level from 
Troy Junction has been built with 
track laid and wired. 

 Nine power districts have been 
decided upon and the first two 
NCE boosters have been wired up 
to the NCE DCC Command Station 
and individual circuit breakers. 

 And just to do some modelling 
rather than construction I have 
started to build a section of the Bear 
Mountain Suspension Bridge over 
the West Shore Line. 
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The four piers at Weehawken shown with the 
entry door to the shed behind include the 
passenger station in the foreground; float 
bridge, warehouse, and grain silo. The length 
of this view is about 70 feet. 

This is a mock-up of the grain silo, which held 
two million bushels of grain. The O-Scale 
boxcar gives some idea of the size. 

 

The Steam Locomotive Service area will have 
an eight bay roundhouse, coaling tower, ash 
disposal, and water and sanding towers plus 
storage roads. 

 
The 55-foot width of the shed shows the 
turntable and rotary coal unloader with the 
tracks of the yard still to be laid. 

A view back towards 
the entry door shows 
the grain silo mock-
up. 
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The Bear Mountain Mainline through Iona 
Island viewed from the Fort Montgomery 
Tunnel area. Three pairs of trestle bridges are 
to be built here and many water features 
added.    
   

 
On a previous layout David used a Gel 
Medium High Gloss Finish on painted MDF to 
give an effective water view. He plans to use 
this procedure in the Bear Mountain area. 
 

 
The Number 10 crossover is 1600 mm long 
using Fast Track Jigs and timber ties. 

The turntable at Weehawken has yet to have 
its track and details added. At 135 scale feet it 
is more than the NYC had but will handle the 
David’s larger locomotives, including 
Hudsons, very easily!  
 

This is a view of the turntable from under the 
benchwork. David’s friend, Robert Shoesmith, 
is the mechanical and electrical genius behind 
this layout and this indexing and drive 
mechanism will outlive all of us. They think it 
has the strength to turn real locomotives!    
 
I felt I needed to do some modelling rather 
than just construction. The approach span 
(below) of the Bear Mountain Suspension 
Bridge will be held up by a tower to be 
built this side of the tracks. I have cut 
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styrene sheets and made a representation 
of the bridge structure.  

 
David’s Bear Mountain Bridge will be over 
five feet long. It will be secured above the 
green masking tape on the walls and visitors 
will walk under the bridge, as it will be over 
six feet above the aisle floor. 

 
A nice model of a 1950’s sedan is seen here on 
the approach structure. The handrails were 
laser cut to scale. 

 
Two towers will be built. This is the 
commencement of one and is over four feet 
tall. 

To provide easy access to the upper level 
tracks for switching and visitor viewing this 
ramp has been built adjacent to the Branch 
Terminus on the upper level. 
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Another platform built to provide access to 
the colliery siding on the peninsular. 
 

 
 
These are the colliery sidings viewed from the 
platform. 

   
A small one-person viewing platform built at 
the end of the peninsular. 

 
This is the view of the sawmill complex from 
the platform, which includes the On3 sidings 
for timber traffic. 

The first of the distributed stands, which will 
hold the power boosters for the nine power 



AA  MMooddee ll   RRaaii ll rrooaadd  LLaayyoouutt   ooff   tthhee  NNYYCC  WWeesstt   SShhoorree  RRiivveerr  
DDiivv iiss ii oonn  --  PPaarrtt   55  

  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2016 79	

districts, is shown here. The 200 VA 
transformers provide power to each booster at 
18VAC with 11.1 amps current. A circuit 
breaker is provided at each power district. A 
maximum of 40 feet will be the length of track 
from the booster to ensure good DCC signals 
throughout the layout. The first two districts 
wired are working well. 
 

 
Traditional DCC wiring is provided. The 
power bus wires are twisted at about three 
turns per foot. The wire is AWG 10 thickness, 
multi strands with AWG 18 droppers. A signal 
wire runs parallel to enable a signal system to 
be built with detectors for each signal block 
section. 
 
I estimate that it will probably be another 
year before we have the Golden Spike 
ceremony when the final track will have 
been laid on the layout. During the next 
year I will build some scenery and 
structures to give me a diversion from 
track laying and wiring. 
 
I have realised during the last year that 
you have to want to have a finished, 
working layout to provide the drive to 
work many days on end to finish the tasks 
required. You could easily get sidetracked 
into playing trains and leave required 

tasks unfinished. Nevertheless, I have had 
great fun in doing all the work to date. 
 

                  
The ferry terminal at Weehawken, naturally 
reduced in width. David plans two spots for 
ferry arrivals. In the distance are the float 
bridge, warehouse and grain silo piers. 

A close up of the mockups that David has 
constructed in 1/48 scale. 
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One diversion has been to construct some 
mockups of some of the structures that I 
want on the layout. Some of these are 
shown in the two photos above. 
 
I have been generally working on my own, 
but have a great friend in Robert 
Shoesmith who is the mechanical and 
electrical expert on the layout and a great 
sounding board for many issues. I thank 
him for all the hours he has given me 
when he should be finishing the 
restoration of his 1936 Ford Coupe! 
 
Other NMRA members, Paul Morrant and 
Steve Reynolds have helped with the Saw 
Mill structures and Colliery houses, and I 
thank them also. 
 
I look forward to sharing progress with 
you in the future. 
 
To see one of David’s O-scale trains 
running on his unfinished layout 
https://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2016
/09/img_348311.m4v 

 

David is really a NYCS fan. 

 
David lives in New South Wales, Australia 
and is an avid fan of the NYCS. He recently 
added a personalized license plate to his 
Honda. 

David ask me if I knew how many other 
NYCS fans celebrated their interest in the 
railroad by having license plates 
immortalizing our famous railroad.   
 
I told him that I didn’t know but would 
ask.  So do any of you have license plates 
based upon your interest in the NYCS? 
 
If so, send me a photo to 
NYCSHS@verizon.net. 
 

 

Write an Article for Us 

 

Do you model or collect? Do you have a 
layout or only dreams?  Have you built a 
model or kitbashed one?  Do you enjoy 
operations, running trains, or 
remembering a toy train from your 
childhood? 

Let us help you tell us about it! Contact us 
and let us help you share your NYCS 
modeling with us.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Carl Sardaro’s “Modifying an O-Scale C-Liner” 

 
Carl had only an AHM/Rivarossi O-Scale C-Liner A-unit and it had some major problems.  Read 

about how he bashed the model into a prototypical correct one in the next issue. 
 

David Horn models in S-Scale and promises to share his modeling 
with us. 

 
Dave completed some work on the Dreyfuss Hudson that he purchased.  He describes it as fairly 
minor work — painting the fin silver, steam chests dark gray, and cylinder end-caps silver.  He left 
the wheels the way they came.  They are Boxpok, which is fine, but probably not the right color; 
however, he is happy with them that way for now. He is a hi-rail S-gauge electric train 
enthusiast.  The 20th Century Dreyfuss Hudson has always been a favorite of his and when he 
finally found one in S-gauge he was thrilled.  But it lacked some of the details that with the help of 
the NYCSHS he was able complete it.    
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Bob Shaw is back with another of his unique modeling projects. 

 
Bob’s workhorse of the NYC System, a 4-6-4 Hudson, returns to its stall after a busy day along the 
Water Level Route.  Bob models in O-gauge and has shared much of his modeling with us in the past 
and continues with this article about adding a turntable and roundhouse to his layout. 

Dean Apostal’s NYC stock cars 

 
Dean continues to amaze us with his modeling skills.  In the next edition he shows us some of the 
stock cars that he had built for his collection.  He did the painting and weathering himself and tells 
us how in our 1tst Qtr. 2017 edition.  Don’t miss it. 
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Dave Queener’s 1/20.3 Scale Big Four Caboose 

 
 

The photos show the test cuts Dave made on the laser of the 1/20th scale model's wooden framing. 
There are still the cupola and purlins to add before he can cut out plywood skins for the sides, 
interior, flooring, and roof, but things are moving along nicely for him. We hope to see the finished 
car in the near future. 

Dave Callaway Completes an AMB Caboose	

Dave’s finished NYCS 
caboose # 19328 passing 
through Lyons. Dave 
purchased the AMB 
plywood side caboose 
from the Collinwood 
Shop. 

He discovered a broken 
part and we requested a 
replacement from AMB.   

They quickly shipped the 
part, and Dave was able 
to complete his caboose.  
More photos of Dave’s 
caboose will appear in the 
next issue.	
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Tom Gerbracht’s Ten NYCS -Scale Hudsons 

 
This photo expands on the number of Hudson locomotives shown in the cover photo. Left to right, 
and front to back: Westside J-1E, Westside J-3A “5405”, KTM Crown J-3A #5449 with PT4 tender, 
USH J-3A #5432; second row: Lionel Smithsonian Dreyfuss #5453, USH Dreyfuss with PT1 tender 
#5445, MTH Dreyfuss “as built” #5452, USH J-3A #5451 with PT3 tender; third row MTH “Empire 
State” #5429, MTH B&A #613. All engines are two rail “O” scale except for the B&A. As NYCSHS 
Director, Tom Gerbracht says, “You can’t have too many Hudsons…..” 
 
Tom is the author of the latest NYCSHS publication, Know Thy Hudsons, which has sold out in the 
Collinwood Shop but is still available through railroad publication booksellers. His O-Scale layout 
was featured in the 4th Qtr. 2011 edition of the NYCentral Modeler. 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 
 

 
Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

Another of the wonderful ads for locomotives from the 1950s 
 

  
We found some vintage advertisements for diesel locomotives and thought we would share them 
with you.  These two are among the many companies from which the NYC purchased locomotives 
from during its scramble to convert from steam to diesel electric power. 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                   

The ads for magazines were important marketing tools for the railroads in the 20th Century and there 
are many of these interesting and colorful ads still around for us to enjoy. The one on the left 
celebrates our victory in WW II and the important contributions that the NYC made to that victory. 

    

 These two ads are from the Mike Vescelus Collection taken from Four Track News. They give us a 
glimps of what railroad travel was about in the 1920s and 30s. The one on the left reminds us that 
safety has always been an important prioity for railroads. 
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With the long-term lease of the new NYCSHS headquarters at 6950 BBB Engle Road, 
Middleburg Heights, OH, the Society has embarked on another new adventure.  As 
NYCSHS President, Rich Stoving has pointed out, the Society has existed for 46  years 
without a real home. 

Over the years the Society rented storage space for the archive materials we amassed, but 
has not had a place to really call its own.  That has changed and we now have a very nice 
facility.  However, we needed furniture, equipment and modern security and 
commuications systems and really didn’t have the funding for those items. 

As a result, we appealed to the membership for contributions for all of this through the 
Flight of the Century campaign, and you have responded generously.  The goal was set to 
raise $50,000 and to date you have contributed $63,008.12.  Your contributions will allow us 
to purchase what we need initially for the facility and still have a little in reserve for futuer 
needs. 

Thank you for your generosity.  The funds will help us provide a secure, climate-controlled 
and cheerful work place for our contiued work on the archives and will also provide a place 
we can be proud of when visitors like you drop by.  

The 20th Century Limited has reached La Salle Street Station in Chicago, so the campaign has 
been a great success.  A sincere thank you for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flight	of	the	Century	Campaign	
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This section shows what is now available in the Collinwood Shop. www.NYCSHS.net.	
 
We continue to add new selections that feature the NYCS in books and models.  Take a look 
at the shop and see what we offer in interesting and unique items that allow you to celebrate 
the NYCS.	

  

New York Central Signals Department DVD 

 

  NYCS Signal Department Standards & Diagrams 1965, NYCS Rules of the Operating 
Department 1937, and Color – Light Signals General Railway Signal (GRS). A complete 
collection of pages from the NYCS Signals Department publication and extracts from other 
relevant publications covering most aspects of the signals used by the NYCS. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.htm 

	 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives 
(DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
 

Now Available for the First Time in a Digital Version 
 

This DVD provides a complete reference volume for all diesel locomotives owned and 
operated by the NYCS until February 1968, the effective date of the Penn Central merger.  It 
contains diagrams, photos, complete rosters, and related material on each of these 
locomotives.  It is an invaluable reference for historians, modelers, and fans.  Now in digital 
form, it allows the owner to view all of the information about these locomotives on a 
computer and allows the downloading of important reference material about each 
locomotive. 
MSRP $35.00  NYCSHS Members' Price $27.00 and that is 20% 
off MSRP. 
 
Shipping is free and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-
DVDs_c_17.html 
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Walthers HO-Scale Branchline Trains NYC Woodard Station Kit 

 
Based on a New York Central station in Woodard, NY, this classic small-town depot is complete 
with a waiting room, baggage room, and bay windows. Kit features laser-cut wood components, 

peel-and-stick trim, appropriate signs, and a resin chimney.  

 
This is a drawing from the NYCSHS collection depicting the station on which this model was based 

upon.  
Each station had slightly different configurations based upon needs.  The model can be modified to 

represent several stations on the NYC lines east portion of the railroad. 

Order at: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Walthers-HO-Scale_c_99.html 
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Books, Books, Books 

	
	

	
	

	

All NYCS Books can be found at: 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Books_c_20.html 
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NYCSHS Exclusive Models	

    

HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
(TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 
True Line Trains just informed us that these are the next models they will produce. They 
now expect to make them available sometime in 2016. You can always see the latest status 
of these models and all of the models we are offering by going to our website and looking 
under the “Modeling Resources” tab and the pull-down menu there to “Model Shipping 
Schedule”.  http://nycshs.org/model-shipping-schedule/  See the latest update on this on 
page 102. 
 

 
TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Section House Kit 

 
 

This section house was the mainstay of track maintenance for many decades on railroads. The NYC 
placed their unique structures every few miles on the right of way so crews had ready access to tools 
and supplies. Also, a speeder was stored there so the track gang could move easily up and down their 
assigned stretch of track.  This is an exclusive NYCSHS model.             
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	
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TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Trackside Structures Kit 

 
Track maintenance and safety were a priority for the NYC.  To keep on top of both took manpower 
and resources. To aid this effort, the railroad placed their standard, 12’ x 18’ section house every few 
miles for easy access by the track gang.  Plus, they used two different styles of privies (pit latrines) 
for the inevitable call of Mother Nature. The switch cabin provided some shelter for the trackmen. 
This kit was designed and produced in conjunction with the NYCS Historical Society.  You will be 
proud to place these buildings on the high iron and secondary lines around your pike. 
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

 
Trains Magazine 20th Century Limited DVD 

 
If you want to see what one of the most famous passenger trains in America was like, here it is!  The 
year 2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the end of the 20th Century Limited, one of the most 
 famous passenger trains in America. This New York-Chicago train was the way to travel between 
two of America’s largest and most important cities during the first half of the 20th Century. The train 
is well known in many cultural aspects including being the route traveled by celebrities, and it was 
one of the originators of walking the red carpet.  
 
Order at: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Trains-Magazine-20th-Century-Limited-DVD_p_776.html 
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Our Newest Model Releases 
Walthers	HO-Scale	MCRR	(NYC)	Freight	Station	

	
Model built and photo by Tom Stage 

 
The prototype for this model was the NYC station at Caledonia, MI. Its board-and-batten walls, broad 

overhanging eaves and tall windows are typical of small town stations on the MCRR.  Freight and 
storage facilities occupy the rear portion of the building, while the front half is divided into two 

smaller rooms.  One of these serves as the agent and telegrapher's office and the other as a warehouse. 

MSRP $23.85. NYCSHS members price $19.08 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax.	

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Walthers-HO-Scale_c_99.html	

Bluford Shops N-Scale P&LE 30' 6" Panel Side 
Hopper 

 
Bluford # 62131 (Six Road Numbers) 

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie received more than 1,400 of these panel side hoppers in 1937 from parent New York Central 
System’s East Rochester shops. We present them here in the paint scheme adopted in March of 1944. Called the Little 

Giant, P&LE was just 233 miles long, but was so busy it required a fleet of 25,000 freight cars. 
 

Order now.  Cutoff date for orders is September 30, 2016.  Delivery expected 2nd Qtr. 2017. 

MSRP $23.95 single car. NYCSHS members price $19.16 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 
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Bluford Shops N-Scale CCC&StL 30' 6" Panel 
Side Hopper 

 
Bluford # 62081 

Big Four refers to the Cleveland Cincinnati Chicago & St. Louis Railroad which operated a dense network in Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. Vanderbilt and his New York Central controlled the company since its formation and 

CCC&StL freight cars routinely carried New York Central Lines oval logos. Big Four rebuilt this group of hoppers at their 
Beech Grove Shops with panel sides provided by Union Metal Products in March of 1935. This run will be available in 

three road numbers. 
 

Order now.  Cutoff date for orders is September 30, 2016.  Delivery expected 2nd Qtr. 2017. 

MSRP $23.95 single car. NYCSHS members price $19.16 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 
 

Atlas N-Scale P&LE RS-3 

 
Atlas # 40 003 051, 052 

NYC Road Numbers 8353, 8356 

Features:  
 Golden-white LEDs with directional lighting 
 Separately-applied painted handrails (where appropriate) 
 Blackened metal wheels 
 Scale Speed™ motor 
 Factory-installed AccuMate® magnetic knuckle couplers 
 Accurate painting and printing 
 AccuMate® couplers are made under license from AccuRail, Inc. 

MSRP $119.95. NYCSHS members price $95.96 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Atlas-N-Scale_c_66.html 
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Atlas N-Scale NYC RS-3 

 
Atlas # 40 003 049, 050 

NYC Road Numbers 8235, 8241 
Features:  

 Golden-white LEDs with directional lighting 
 Separately-applied painted handrails (where appropriate) 
 Blackened metal wheels 
 Scale Speed™ motor 
 Factory-installed AccuMate® magnetic knuckle couplers 
 Accurate painting and printing 
 AccuMate® couplers are made under license from AccuRail, Inc. 

MSRP $119.95. NYCSHS members price $95.96 and that is 20% off MSRP.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Atlas-N-Scale_c_66.html 

 
TrainWorx N-Scale NYC Mark III Flexi-Van Flat Car 

N-Scale 
NYC Mark III Flexi-Van 

TrainWorx # 28432 (01-03) 
NYC # 3 Road Numbers Available 
Pre-orders Close August 31, 2016.  Delivery expected 1st Qtr. 2017. 
Plastic body 
Die cast metal under frame 
Separate air reservoir, brake gear and air lines 
Etched metal grab bars and stirrups 
Ready to run with Fox Valley metal wheel sets and body mount couplers 
MSRP $28.95. NYCSHS members price $20.25 and that is 30% off MSRP to introduce TrainWorx models to our 
store.   
Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 
http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/TrainWorx-N-Scale_c_106.html   
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O-Scale NYC Branchline Switch Cabins 

 

These board and batten cabins were found in yards and along main line locations, including 
Harmon, Croton-on-Hudson and Breakneck Tunnel, among others. 
NYCSHS member, Manuel Duran-Duran, drafted the scale drawings for this model and had 
the switch cabin 3D printed.  He used the 3D part as a master and cast them in resin for the 
HO-scale kits.  He also did some of these cabins in O-scale, which is a little out of our realm 
and scale, but something different for us.  We decided to build ten of these O-scale switch 
cabins and put them in the Collinwood Shops for sale as complete models. They were 
assembled and painted by NYCSHS member, Larry Faulkner.  These are our first models in 
O-scale.  We only made a few so if you want one you better buy it now. 

 
MSRP $20.00 NYCSHS members price $18.00 and that is 20% off MSRP.   

Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio Sales Tax. 

All Sold Out!!!! 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYCSHS-Models_c_107.html 
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Bowser	HO-Scale	NYC	GE	U-25B	(DC)	

	

Phase IV, Split Windshield, Side Mounted Handrails, Updated Car body. 
Never done before in this phase. Available in NYC and NYC/P&LE. 

The GE U25B was General Electric's first independent entry into the United States domestic 
diesel-electric locomotive railroad market for heavy production road locomotives since 1936. 
From 1940 through 1953, GE participated in a design, production, and marketing consortium 
(Alco-GE) for diesel-electric locomotives with the American Locomotive Company. Starting 
in 1956, GE launched its Universal Series of diesel locomotives for the export market. The 
U25B was the first attempt at the domestic market since its termination of the consortium 
agreement with Alco. 

Ready To Run and Fully Detailed. New Upgraded Handrails (correct for all Phases), New 
9'4" AAR B Trucks and Gearbox, Metal MU Hoses, air hoses, windshield wipers, grab irons, 
coupler lift bars, operating headlight, window glass, can motor, flywheels, nickel silver 
wheels with RP25 flanges, knuckle couplers. Available with sound and DCC or just DC.  

Pre-orders due 9/30/16    Due March 2017 

      MSRP $199.95 DC/299.95 DCC. NYCSHS members price $159.96 DC/ $239.96 DCC 
and that is 20%off MSRP.  Shipping will be added and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio 

Sales Tax. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bowser-Locomotives-HO-Scale_c_62.html 

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts 
and suggestions to NYCBigFour@verizon.net             Noel 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we head into the winter modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 1st Qtr. 2017 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as we head into fall. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by November 15, 2016.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part. 

  
 
 
 

  

Preview Of 1st 
Quarter 2017 issue 

 

Dennis Regan & Chuck 
Beargie represented the  
NYCSHS at the St. Louis 

Prototype Modelers’ meet. 

Dean Apostil has created a pretty 
unique visual effect for one of his 

boxcars. More about that in the next 
edition. 

We will read Bob Shaw’s next article 
as he continues to build his NYC 

empire in O-scale. 

 

 

 

Always looking for 
good articles and 
photos for the 1st 

Qtr. 2017 edition. Let 
us see your 
handiwork. 

noelwiddifield
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2017 Calendars are on Sale Now 
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FFll iigghhtt   ooff  tthhee   CCeenn ttuurryy  CCaammppaaiiggnn  

 

The latest count for the Campaign is $63,08.12 and we are still receiving donations. The 
success of this campaign has allowed us to refurbish the building we are leasing.  The 
building came in an “as is” condition and required some work to bring it up to standards. 

We have painted the walls, installed new carpet to replace the soiled one that was on the 
floor, and installed a WiFi system for the security system. The WiFi will also provide us with 
Internet connectivity for the archive work we are doing. 

We have purchased refurbished lateral files, secure cabinets for our high value items, 
modular office dividers, furniture for the library and conference room, and installed large 
NYCSHS logos on the front windows. 

 

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
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3-D drawing of the caboose being used to develop the TrueLine Trains NYC 19000 caboose. 
(TrueLine Trains drawing) 

Hello New York Central Modelers! 
 
I would like to provide an update and a clarification on the NYC Standard Caboose Project. 
Apparently the Board is concerned about the reputation of the NYCSHS and any future projects they 
may opt to do, with us or other companies. 
 
Being a prototype modeler for some time, I was very excited a few years ago to see the NYCSHS put 
a priority on serving the NYC modeling community. The online magazine and an aggressive custom 
run model release schedule puts the NYCSHS at the forefront of serving their modeling members. 
I’m not sure of any other organization that provides the amount of regular content and models to 
their members. One of my personal beliefs as a modeler and a manufacturer is that the Historical 
Societies are best situated to be the primary source for data, photos and expertise to help 
manufacturers produce accurate models. As a manufacturer I want us to do everything we can to 
support the Historical Societies to help build membership, and anything else we can do to help 
where we can. 
 
Several years ago, the NYCSHS was looking for somebody to produce the NYC Standard caboose in 
HO scale. At the same time, we were looking for a project for a US Prototype and was looking to the 
Historical Societies and modeling communities to find a project worth doing. This is the project that I 
think best meets both of our goals. I know several manufacturers were approached, some of which I 
know personally, and we discussed the viability of the project. They felt it would not be financially 
viable, but I felt strongly that it would be.  
 
All of the prior projects (to the best of my knowledge) that the NYCSHS has done so far have been to 
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provide custom paint schemes and special runs of existing models. This model is brand new, 
requiring research, drawings to be made, tooling to be cut. The whole process. For those in the 
industry, it’s an expensive process. What makes it more challenging is that all of the costs of a given 
project are paid before the models are manufactured and shipped. As a manufacturer, we pay for 
everything up front, wait for the product to ship to us, then ship it to dealers, who then have 30 days 
to pay us. As you might imagine, it can be a pretty risky proposition. For special projects like this, 
most manufacturers’ require some of the cost to be paid by the group requesting the model. There 
are also often minimum quantity requirements as well. We didn’t require either. As I said, we want 
to support the Historical Societies, and we’d like to make it as easy for them as we can. 
 
Several years ago, there were a number of things that impacted us and our company. These had 
significant financial ramifications, but a bigger factor is that of time. The last few years for us have 
been dominated by financial losses and issues at the factory, combined with personal loss and family 
medical issues. True Line Trains is two people. Darren and I do everything, although we do have 
some amazing friends who help out as well. This is more than a full-time job for two people, and we 
have other jobs as well, since the company hasn’t been producing any income for years at this point. 
 
But we love what we do. And we’ve been working through these issues to reestablish a steady 
production schedule. And that is coming together very well, but it does take time. We’ve released 
two major model runs this year, with a third that is expected to start shipping within the month. We 
have several other projects in various states of completion, including the NYC Caboose. When the 
models arrive here, we (and when I say “we” I mean Darren) have to go through each model 
independently, QC it, pack it and ship it. For the recently released C-Liners, Darren has had to install 
the circuit board/decoder and couplers in every locomotive. Every. Single. One. Then test it, box it, 
and ship it. He’s looking at every single PSC Caboose that’s shipping now. This is thousands of units 
that he’s got to do, by hand, in between working another job, and dealing with all of the rest of life 
that’s been quite a challenge for him over the last 5 years or so. I’d help more with this, but I’m in CT, 
he’s in Canada. Since the models are there, he gets to deal with them. 
 
Could it be done better? Oh, absolutely. Way better. But we are who we are. We’re doing the best we 
can because we know that people want these models. And one of the biggest advantages we feel we 
have is that we are a small company. We can look at prototypes that other manufacturers can’t afford 
to do. We’re not even close to where we’d like to be, but we’re getting there a little at a time. 
 
The Board would like more specific delivery information. Unfortunately, even with much bigger 
companies than us, this is very difficult to do in this business. Right now we are still looking at trying 
to ship the NYC Cabooses by the end of the year. That’s a very optimistic and aggressive goal. I think 
it’s far more likely they will slip into next year. This project is among our highest priorities because 
we think it’s going to be a great model. And a popular one. We know you are waiting for it.  
 
What’s most important to understand in this message is that the delay of this model is in no way a 
reflection on your incredible leaders and organization. It’s entirely a Darren and Randy thing. We 
would love for them to ship next week. Heck, we might even make some money for once!  
 
Hopefully I can head off a few additional questions: 
Has the NYCSHS paid any money for these models? No not yet. We have never produced a project 
where an external entity prepaid. Whether it was a deposit, pre-payment, or picking up some of the 
cost of the project. The NYCSHS has expressed a willingness to do so (to their credit), particularly if 
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that would help the project be completed earlier. But based on what we’ve seen with other shared 
projects, prepayments, pre-order deposits, etc., we’re very reluctant to go that direction. At different 
points in the process cash flow has been an issue, but we’re just not ready to take that step.  
 
Is the NYCSHS required to purchase any models, is there a minimum quantity? No, and No. As I 
stated, most manufacturers require a club or Historical Society to pay for a minimum quantity, 
regardless of the quantity they actually sell. We do not require any minimum quantities. We set them 
up as a dealer, and they are free to order as many or as few as they’d like. In this case, the order 
quantities would be more than sufficient to meet the minimum quantity for orders of an existing 
model. The quantity is not sufficient to meet the minimum units for a new project with any other 
manufacturer that I have personal experience with. I don’t know the policies of all of the 
manufacturers. 
 
Can the NYCSHS go to another manufacturer? Absolutely. As I said, I don’t think the quantity of 
units pre-ordered by the Society are high enough that another company would pick it up, but I don’t 
know all of their policies. I know our overhead is significantly less than just about any other 
company, and that we can afford to do smaller quantities as a result. More importantly, most of the 
people I talked to about it felt that it was too risky since brass models, a plastic model, and since 
then, a laser cut model have already been produced. So I suspect we’re still the only company that’s 
willing to finance the project entirely. If the NYCSHS wished to go to another company, most likely 
they would be required to pay for part of the production. Not as a prepayment or deposit, but 
actually pay to cut the tooling, etc. In addition, we are in the process of producing the model already, 
and that’s a big factor in this industry when deciding whether you want to pick a project up or not. It 
would be very expensive for another company to sink a lot of money into it when we are still 
planning on completing it, and may be able to bring it to market first. 
 
The bottom line here is that there is no risk to the NYCSHS. None. Not financially (although they will 
benefit). We are benefitting from the NYCSHSs expertise, but any mistakes are ours. This is not a 
NYCSHS product. It is a TLT product. If we fail to produce the model, that’s on us. And we won’t 
fail; it’s just a question of when.  We’re working on that. 
 
We really appreciate your patience. We really do. Happy modeling! 
 
Randy 
-- 
True Line Trains | Darren Altbaum and Randy Hammill 




