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NYCSHS at the Amherst  Train Show 

 
See the report from the show.   Page 61 

More NYC Tower Construction 

Larry Faulkner and Victor Hand share their 
modeling with us.     Page 44 

Cover photos are of the articles in this edition of 
the NYCentral Modeler. 

 

2ndQuarter 2016 
Volume 6  Number 2 

 

                                          The NYCentral Modeler                                    .  

The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective for the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Table of Contents 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 From the Cab               5 

Extra Board                7 

What’s New                10 

NYCSHS RPO             23 

The Observation Car       83 

 

Modeling NYC Towers at 
Signal Station 37 & 39                          
By  L. Faulkner & V. Hand 

Bachmann Penn Central to 
NYC Auto Rack                         
By Roger Murphy 

Second Section of the Century 
in the Post War Era                   
By Dave Staplin 

By Manuel Duran-Duran 

NYC&HR’s Last All Wood 
Under Frame Boxcars                
By Kyle Coble 

         36 

64 

Couple Models Small 
Pennsylvania Town                           
By Rich Stoving 

54 

44 

   77 

56 

Amherst 2016                     
By  Nick Ariemma & 
Dave Mackay 

61 



      

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2016 3 

New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly  acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, R.J. Barrett, J. 
Epperson, T.R. Gerbracht, S.H. 
Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Simonaitis, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti: P. T. Carver, 
J.W. Mills, J.P. Quinlivan 
(Founder) 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Asst. Editors:  Tom Bailey 

  John Martin 

Proof Editor: Julie Sanders 

Engineering Dept:  Manuel  
Duran-Duran 

Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 

Layout Drawing Artist:  
               Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 15 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Noel Widdifield, Ron Parisi, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, 
Ralph Schiring, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, 
Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, Larry Grant, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 50 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold over 1,000 
models and taken pre-orders for another 1,000.  We have released several HO-scale models, one N-
scale model, and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released 15 new NYC models over the last year, but if you have some ideas for us, contact 
us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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What makes a model railroader tick?  I suspect that depends on the model railroader, and I 
suspect that there is an almost limitless number of answers.  As an entranced four-year-old lying 
on my belly watching an American Flyer 2-4-4 hauling two passenger cars around a Christmas 
tree, I was ticking, and the friendly neighbor who invited me into his basement to see a live-steam 
locomotive he would devote a lifetime to build was ticking, too.  And although neither of us 
would have called ourselves model railroaders, we really were.  We were experiencing, and so 
enjoying, railroading through the lens of miniaturization. 

 
Surely the strength of our hobby depends largely on the diversity of approaches that lead to 
individual enjoyment.  This was brought home to me recently as I visited an HO-scale layout that 
will soon be on display at a public library some thirty miles from home.  I am somewhat familiar 
with local railroad history, and since the layout represents two local railroads, the library director 
asked for my thoughts. 
 
I was immediately struck by the differences between the library layout and the one that resides in 
my basement.  The library layout fits on a 10-foot by 5-foot table, while mine takes up a whole 
basement.  The library layout represents a specific town, while mine represents a specific stretch 
of railroad.  The library layout delights the eye with tiny details, while mine gives an on overall 
impression.  But both are model railroads.  And while I will refrain from commenting on my own 
modeling ability, the layout at the library demonstrates some exceptionally fine modeling skills. 
 
So a few days later, Nancy and I returned to the library to take some photographs of the layout 
and to talk with the delightful couple who built it.  The article that begins on page 74 in this issue 
of NYCentral Modeler is the result of our second visit.   I hope you will enjoy it.  And I hope you 
will agree with me that diversity contributes greatly to the strength of our hobby.           

 

2015 – The Year of the H-5??  
A few months ago we launched a campaign to try to find a manufacturer who might produce a 
NYC H-5 Mikado for us.  The NKP Historical Society also showed considerable interest in this 
project as the NKP also had H-5s. We contacted two manufacturers who showed interest and we 
started technical discussions with BLI. We told them that we had about 125 people who had 
expressed interest in purchasing the model. Over the past several months we have watched BLI 
introduce several steam locomotives of other roads, but had no further communications from BLI.  
At the recent Amherst Train Show one of our directors had a discussion with a representative 
from BLI and was told that the project probably would not go forward.  He also wrote in an email 
after the show that there were not enough potential orders and that NYC modelers had not 
purchased very many of their NYC offerings in the past. So it looks like this project is dead.   

Diversity 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President 
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As I begin this column I would like to thank Tom 
Feder for taking the time to update some of the 
headings used in this publication.  He felt that they 
could look a little more professional and sent me 
revised versions of several of the headers. 

I agreed with Tom and as the result you see some 
new ones in this issue. I am not a graphic artist and 
my humble efforts don’t begin to live up to Tom’s.  

Our magazine is the result of several people 
working hard at providing articles, photos and 
sections.   

Several regular contributors come through every 
time I ask them for an article.  I just wish a few 
more of you readers and members would let us 
share your modeling by working with us to do an 
article.   

It only takes a few hours to document what you 
are doing and to take a few photos as you go 
along.  Please consider contacting us and getting 
started. Our members want to see and hear what 
you are doing. So please take a couple of minutes 
to tell us how we are doing.  All it takes is a click 
on the link below and a few seconds to write a few 
words.  

If you like what we do or have suggestions or 
comments take a minute to tell us. 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Also don’t forget to send me your articles, 
comments, and/or corrections. 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, 
O-, 1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles 
in all scales but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS Publications & Info    NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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This month NYCSHS President, Rich Stoving, in addition to writing his editorial made a 
visit to a “Small Pennsylvania Town” and captured the wonderful work of some very 
dedicated people who live in Knoxville, PA. He shares the model railroad they 
constructed in an article on page 74. We want to be sure that all of you who live 
somewhere in the area of Knoxville take the time to stop by the library and take a look, 
and that you try to show up on Saturday, May 14 at 10:00 a.m.  

His article got me thinking about all the different ways that we model railroaders enjoy 
our hobby.  For example if you look at their WAG and NYC railroad it really consists of 
a pretty simple model railroad.  But that is fine for what they needed for the library. 
Most of the effort went into replicating many of the buildings in the town to make it feel 
real. 

The other day I received one of the many emails I receive every day from members.  
This member wrote to tell me about the non-prototypical details on one of the NYC 
models we were offering in the store.  For him, it was necessary for everything on the 
model to be an exact replica of the real locomotive.  That is what makes him enjoy the 
hobby. 

One of our directors spends many of his weekends engaged in “operating” model 
railroads in his area and he gets his model railroading only that way. Another enjoys the 
hobby by collecting O-gauge models and displaying them on many shelves and tables in 
his train room. 

We have members who model in Large-scale, O-gauge/scale, S-, HO-, N- and Z-scales.  
We also have a few that model in larger scales outdoors and in live steam. We have a 
pretty good division among steam, diesel, and electric locos, fright, passenger or work 
rolling stock and eras from the late 1800s up to and including Penn Central, Conrail, 
Amtrak, and other modern railroads. My point is that there are many ways to enjoy the 
hobby.  We even have many members who want nothing to do with model railroading. 

The NYCSHS directors and the members of the NYCSHS Modeling Committee continue 
to find ways to support our members; however they worship the NYCS. But this 
magazine is dedicated to NYC modelers, and we hope that each of us who model the 
NYCS remember to keep an open mind about “Model Railroading”, and don’t let our 
way become the only way in our minds. 

We will continue to focus our attention on model railroading by remembering our 
mission. “The mission of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate the legacy of the New York 
Central System by acquiring and preserving its history, traditions, documents, and 
artifacts; and by disseminating accurate information and products consistent with good 
stewardship.” 

So when you see our MailChimp emails advertising some of the many models we offer 
in the store, keep in mind that each one has been selected to provide the most accurate 
model we can find available.  Also remember that it might not be 100% prototypically 
correct, but it is as close as we can find. 

We have done two NYC modeling surveys over the past three years and are about to do 
another.  When you see the Survey Monkey email, be sure to take the time to fill it out.  
We review the results and try to do our best to support the ideas you give us in the 
surveys.  

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts and suggestions to 

NYCBigFour@verizon.net             Noel 

Editorial 
Noel Widdifield, NYCSHS Director  
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Kyle Coble - N Y.C.& H.R.’s Last All Wood Under Frame Boxcars          Page 36 
 

 

               
 
Larry Faulkner and Manuel Duran-Duran Model ing NYC’s Inter lock ing Towers No. 
37 & 39                               Page 44  & 54 

	 	
Larry has been writing articles for “The Harmon Files” department for several years.  
Manuel contributes his “From the New York Central Engineering Department” to support 
each of Larry’s articles.  Both of them have been a major contributor to this magazine from 
the beginning.  Each is an excellent researcher, artist, engineer, and modeler.  The two 
articles in this edition continue the coverage of interlocking towers of the NYCS.   
They are joined in this edition by another fine modeler, Victor Hand. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This is Kyle’s sixth article for the NYCentral Modeler, and he continues his 
interest in the early 20th century rolling stock.  His previous articles were on 
building a Big Four rolling stock and 3-D printing. Kyle continues his periodic 
series called “The Early Car Shop” where he explores the early rolling stock of 
the New York Central and its subsidiaries.   
 

Larry (left) and 
Manuel (right) 
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 Vic tor Hand - Model ing NYC’s Inter lock ing Towers No. 37 & 39     Page 44

       

 
plan for the formation of Conrail, and managed the property conveyance process when 
Conrail was created.  As a management consultant he worked on projects for most of the 
major North American railroads, and for railways in South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, 
and Australia. 

Victor has been a model railroader since age nine, when his father bought him some HO 
trains. He has been collecting information on, and buying and building models of the New 
York Central for many years. He is currently building a large layout centered on the Hudson 
and Electric divisions of NYC as they existed in the early 1950s. He is also a railroad 
photographer. His photos have been widely published in the railroad press, and he has 
authored four books. His latest effort is “A Steam Odyssey”, published in 2013 by W.W. 
Norton and Co. 

Roger Murphy   Bachmann Penn Central to  a NYC Auto Rack     Page 56 

 
 

Dave Stapl in 2nd Sect ion of  the Century in the Post War Era     Page 64 

 

His first employment in the rail industry was during summers with the P&LE in Pittsburgh, 
where his family had moved in 1960.  His major in Civil Engineering at the University of 
Michigan was inspired by Alfred Perlman, the president of New York Central.  After 
graduation, he worked for 45 years in the rail industry with Penn Central, the United States 

Dave was born in Rochester, New York, grandson of William Ray 
Staplin, a NYC employee for almost 50 years.  Besides trips back and 
forth on the train to Utica, where his grandparents lived, his father took 
him to watch trains near the GRS plant in West Rochester. 

	

Roger Murphy has been involved with HO trains for over 50 years. This 
is Roger’s second article for us. His father was a locomotive engineer 
with almost 40 years of service until he passed unexpectedly in 1968. 
But for those years with him, Roger was the railroad brat that always 
tagged along when his father had business down at the freight house. 
He was also lucky enough to have had multiple head-end rides to West 
Haverstraw during passenger service.	

Victor Hand is retired after a career as a railroad planner. His first railroad job 
was as a fireman on the New York Central, and he worked for Penn Central, 
Erie-Lackawanna, Amtrak, and Jersey Central. He later worked for the United 
States Railway Association, where he participated in preparing the operating	
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Railway Association, Conrail, Seaboard System (became CSX), Amtrak, and the American 
Railway Engineering Association.  He retired in June of 2015 and is doing some part-time 
consulting.  Married in 1973, he and wife, Jane, raised two daughters, Jennifer and Alison.   

Dave’s modeling of the New York Central goes back to 1960. He has made presentations on 
passenger car modeling at two of the Society’s annual meetings. Dave is our Modeling 
Committee’s primary expert on NYC passenger cars. 

 
Rich Stov ing      Couple Models Small  Pennsylvania Town             Page 77 
 

 
Rich as the engineer. 

 

Following his retirement as a public school administrator in New York City, Rich served as a 
conductor and engineer on a local tourist railroad.  He also served as the railroad’s president 
from 1999 through 2003.  He has been a New York Central modeler for over fifty years, and 
his current layout was featured in the January 2014 issue of Model Railroader. He wrote eight 
books on New York Central steam power, published between 2005 and 2013 and currently 
available at the Society’s on-line “Collinwood Shop.”  

   The NYCentral Modeler Needs Some Articles       
 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know that many of you think 
that you don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with 
tools to help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know 
more about your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours and a 
camera or cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get 
you started.  Help us help you to tell us about your hobby.  We are interested in all scales 
and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about your 
modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

Rich grew up in Dumont, New Jersey, on New York Central’s 
River Division, developing a life-long fascination with trains at a 
very early age. He has been a member of the New York Central 
System Historical Society since 1970 and has served continually 
as a trustee or director since 1976.  He has served as the editor of 
the Society’s quarterly magazine, Central Headlight, since 2008 
and was elected as the Society’s president in 2011. 
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N-Scale Locomotives 
 
Atlas Model Railroad Company 

 
NYC GP-40 
The GP-40 was produced by the Electro Motive 
Division in the late 1960s and early 1970s, the GP-
40 was a 3000 horsepower locomotive best 
characterized by the three full size radiator fans 
on the rear of the roof. 
Features:  

• NCE Decoder (DCC models only)  
• Directional lighting 
• Walkway safety tread 
• Blackened metal wheels 
• Scale Speed™ motor 
• Factory-equipped with AccuMate® 

knuckle couplers 
• Dynamic brakes (as appropriate by 

railroad) 
• Golden-white LEDs 
• Road Numbers 3014, 3025, 3042 

NCE Decoder Features: 

• Silent Running™ motor drive 
• Both short and long addresses can be 

programmed on main line (Ops mode) 
• Torque Compensation for ultra smooth 

low speed performance 
• Programmable start, mid and maximum 

speed CVs that work in all speed modes 
• Four function outputs with lighting 

effects generators that allow you to select 
from 15 different lighting behaviors (ditch 
lights, Mars light, strobes, beacon, etc)  

MSRP $124.95/$159.95  
Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr. 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 

 
NYC EMD GP-9 
The Atlas N Scale GP-9 “torpedo boat” model (aka 
“torpedo tube”) is a 1750hp locomotive that was 
originally equipped for passenger service. The 
large portioned underbelly fuel and water tank 
required the distinctive torpedo shaped air 
reservoirs to be mounted on top of the long hood. 
 
Features 

• Powered low friction drive 
• Blackened metal wheels 
• Dual brass flywheels 
• Directional lighting 
• Golden-white LEDs 
• AccuMate® couplers 
• NCE Decoder (DCC models only) 

 
MSRP $119.95/$154.95  Expected Delivery 4th Qtr. 
2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 

 
NYC Baldwin VO-1000 
The VO-1000 locomotive was one of Baldwin 
Locomotive Works 1,000 horsepower workhorses 
that could be found on duty anywhere from Class 
One rail yards, all the way to being the main 
power for shortline and industrial railroads across 
the country. There were 548 units produced 
between 1939 and 1946 for a large array of 
railroads in the United States.  
 
Features 

• Directional lighting 
• Step guards and exhaust stacks as 
appropriate per railroad 
• Blackened metal wheels 
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• Factory-equipped with AccuMate ® knuckle 
couplers 
• Slower speed motor for closer to scale speeds 
• NCE Decoders 
• (Note: you cannot convert these locomotives to 
Rapido couplers) 
MSRP $114.95/$149.95  Expected Delivery 2nd 
Qtr. 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
N-Scale Rolling Stock 
 
Wheels of Time 

 
NYC GS 53’6” General Service Welded Fish 
Belly Flatcar  
These General Service 53'-6" flat cars were 
constructed with a welded fish-belly frame. The 
fish-belly frame provided an optimal distribution 
of tension and compression forces from the center 
of the car to the bolsters. In addition, fabricating a 
welded frame was less labor intensive than an 
equivalent riveted frame. The welded frame 
proved extremely durable holding up to really 
rugged service where the wood deck or the 
nailable wood-steel deck would need to be 
replaced a couple of times during the life of most 
cars. These flats commonly found their way into 
maintenance-of-way service because they were 
still in good shape beyond the AAR interchange 
car-age limit. A number of builders constructed 
these flat cars such as the Pacific Car & Foundry 
(P.C. & F.), Marine Industries (Canada), Pullman-
Standard, and Bethlehem Steel. 
Features   

• Properly weighed cars for smooth 
derailment-free running 

• Proper ride height 
• Body-mounted knuckle couplers 
• 33" metal wheels 
• Extra fine details 
• Authentic paint, lettering, car numbers  
• Eight car numbers for fleet owners like 

yourself for realistic train operations 

MSRP $22.95  Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr.  
2016 
Also available in 8 packs for $183.60. 

 

NYC 42’ Gondola 

Present on the rails from the steam era and 
transitioning for use through the early diesel era, 
gondolas carried many different types of loads, 
from wood chips to scrap metal to containers for 
goods such as cement. Atlas’ model is outfitted 
with removable cement loads and will fit layouts 
from the 1940s through to the 1960s. 
 
 
Features 

• Colorful painting and printing 
• Removable cement container load 
• Rivet detail 
• Detailed underframe 
• Ready-to-run 
• AccuMate ® couplers 

MSRP $18.95  Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
Intermountain Railway Company 

 
NYC 10’ 6” Modified 1937 AAR Boxcar 
 
This N-Scale 1937 AAR 40’ Boxcar is painted oxide 
red with white lettering. The oval New York 
Central logo is white. The model is equipped with 
MicroTrains® trucks and couplers. 
 
Six Road Numbers 
 
MSRP $24.95   Expected Delivery May 2016 
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Bachmann 

 
NYC 72’ Heavyweight Coach 
Features 

• 72' coach with finescale details and interior 
• LED constant lighting (analog and DCC      
operation) 
• die-cast four-wheel Pullman trucks with all-
wheel electrical pickup 
• This model performs best on 11.25" radius 

curves or greater. 
 
MSRP $79.00  Expected Delivery Unspecified 
 
HO-Scale Locomotives 
 
BLI 

 
NYC BLW RF-16 Sharknose A/B, A or B  
 
Baldwin's RF-16 Sharknose diesels distinctive 
contours were inspired by Pennsy's T1 class steam 
locomotive and certainly appear related to the 
GG1. Known as excellent pullers, the Sharks saw 
service hauling heavy ore and coal drags. 

The RF-16 Shark beat the F7 with 100 additional 
horsepower and tied the FA2 with 1600 
horsepower. 

Features 
• Paragon3 Sound & Operation System 

FEATURING ROLLING THUNDERTM 
with Authentic Sounds and Prototypical  

• Operation in both DC and DCC 
environments 

• Factory Installed Engineer / Fireman 
Figures 

• Locomotive Composition: ABS Body with 
Die Cast Chassis 

• Couplers: (2) Operating Kadee or 
Compatible 

• Compatible Tracks: Code 70, 83, 100 Rail 
• Equipped with Traction Tires 
• Minimum Operating Radius: 18 in or 

greater 
 

MSRP $469.95 A/B Set - $279.99 A or B Unit 
Expected Delivery Summer 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
HO-Scale Rolling Stock 
 
Atlas Model Railroad Company 

 
P&LE 1937 AAR 40’ Boxcar Kit 

The 1937 AAR Box Car is widely recognized as the 
first standard freight car design to be voluntarily 
adopted by the majority of railroads throughout 
the United States.  

The 1937 AAR Box Car also had many features 
that became standard on boxcars for years to 
come, including dreadnaught ends, straight panel 
roof and an inside length of 40’ 6”. They had an 
interior height of 10’ with a 3700 cubic foot 
capacity.  

Features:  
• Quick and easy assembly 
• Highly detailed body with molded 

ladders and grab irons 
• One-piece underframe with full brake 

detail 
• Quality painting/printing of prototypical 

paint schemes  
• Three Road Numbers 

MSRP $22.95   Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
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NYC 50’ Post War Single Door Boxcar 

At the end of World War II, railroads ordered 
large numbers of 50’ AAR boxcars with a standard 
design that was first widely used in the late 1940s. 
This design was based on the original 1937 AAR 
design but was modified in the post-war era to 
include: improved dreadnaught end and diagonal 
panel roofs with standard or overhanging design. 
These 50’ boxcars were a common sight on 
American railroads well into the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
Features 
• Details such as separately applied ladders and 
grab irons 
•Three different side sill styles - straight, tabbed 
and fishbelly 
• 8’ & 9’ Superior or Youngstown doors 
• Fully detailed underframe 
• Free rolling trucks with metal wheelsets 
• Accurate printing and prototypical paint scheme 
• Two road numbers 
MSRP $34.95   Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr. 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
 
 
 
Intermountain Railway Company 
 

 
NYC 40’ PS -1 Boxcar 
Features 

• Kadee Couplers 
• Six Road Numbers 

 
MSRP $34.95  Expected Delivery 2016 
 

Walthers Mainline 

 
NYC 40’ PS – Boxcar 
Features 

• Limited edition - one time run of these 
road numbers 

• Completely new car from rails to roof 
• Thousands of cars built in this style 1947 

to 1949  
• Used in all types of general freight service 

into the 1980s 
• Based on early postwar production cars 

with: 
o Correct car ends (no rectangles) 
o Correct roof with flat end panels 
o 6'  Superior doors 

•  2 different car numbers 
• Correct 33" turned-metal wheelsets  
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers 

MSRP $24.98  Expected Delivery Now 
 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 

 
NYC AAR 1944 Boxcar  
Features 

• Limited Edition - one time run of these 
road numbers 

• Completely new model from rails to roof  
• Thousands used in general freight service 

1944 to 1980s  
• Two different car numbers 
• See-through running boards  
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• 4-4 Improved Dreadnaught ends  
• 6' Youngstown doors  
• Murphy panel roof  
• 10' 6" Interior height  
• AAR (Tab) side sills  
• Correct 33" turned-metal wheelsets 
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers  

MSRP $24.98  Expected Delivery Now 
 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
Walthers Proto 

 
NYC Pullman Standard 85’ 56 Seat Coach 
Features 

• Used on many long-distance trains from 
the 1950s to the early 1980s 

• New Modeler-Installed Extended 
Drawbar for 22" Radius Curves 

• Prototypically Accurate Window Tinting 
as Appropriate  

• Printed Window Frames in Appropriate 
Color  

• Factory-Installed & Painted Steel Grab 
Irons  

• Car Name & Number Decals  
• Correct Turned Metal 36" Wheels  
• Proto MAX(TM) Metal Knuckle Couplers  

  
PLEASE NOTE: As these cars are the correct 
prototype length and feature full underbody 
detail, a minimum 24" radius is recommended 
for operation. 

 
The 56-seat coach is based on NYC's 2900 series 
cars, but does not have the correct underbody. 

 
MSRP $69.98  Expected Delivery Now 
 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
 
 
 

Walthers Mainline 

 
NYC 85’ Budd Baggage 

NYC 85’ Budd Dinner 

 
NYC 85’ Budd 10-6 Sleeper 

 
NYC 85’ Budd Large Window Coach 
Features 

• Completely New Tooling from Rails 
to Roof  

• Based on Streamlined Cars  
• Operates on 18" Radius Curves 
• Correct Prototype 85' Length  
• Tinted Window "Glass"  
• Fully Assembled, Ready to Enjoy 
• Rugged Construction for Years of 

Service  
• Detailed Body  
• Full Interior  
• Correct 36" Turned Metal Wheelsets 
• Proto MAX(TM) Metal Knuckle 

Couplers  
• Add-On LED Lighting and Exterior 

Detail Sets Available Separately 
MSRP $34.98 each.  Expected Delivery Now 

 
These cars are not completely correct but are 
probably close enough since there are so few NYC 
passenger cars available to the modeler. 
 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
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O-Scale Locomotives 
 
MTH  

 
NYC FM H10-44 
FM had tooled up to produce its first diesel-
electric, a 1000 hp switcher, when World War II 
intervened, and its entire production of OP 
engines was requisitioned for submarine service. 
The War Production Board allowed FM to build 
one prototype locomotive in 1944, and the H10-44 
was born. With a high hood like all subsequent 
FM locomotives - to clear the tall OP motor - and 
styling polished by industrial designer Raymond 
Loewy of Pennsy GG1 fame, the muscular H10-44 
made FM a new contender in the nascent diesel 
locomotive business.  
Features  

• Detailed Durable ABS Body 
• Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel 

Tank 
• Metal chassis, Handrails and Horn 
• 2 Handpainted Engineer Cab Figures 
• Authentic Paint Scheme 
• Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
• 2 Remote Controlled Proto-Couplers 
• Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
• Directionally Controlled Constant voltage 

LED Headlights 
• 2 Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motors 
• Operating ProtoSmoke Diesel Exhaust 
• Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
• Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 

Increments 
• 1:48 Scale Proportions  
• Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital 

Command System Featuring: Freight Yard 
Proto-Effects  

• Operates On O-31 Curves  
MSRP $329.95  Expected Delivery June 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 
 
 

Atlas Model Railroad Company 

 
NYC EMD GP-7 
Introduced in 1949, the Electro-Motive 1500hp GP-
7 combined the machinery of the F7 with a hood-
type carbody that offered high visibility and easy 
engine access. The GP-7 was used in pulling every 
conceivable type of train and was sometimes 
substituted for part of a set of cab units. 
 
Features 

• Highly detailed body 
• Operating diesel exhaust 
• Die-cast metal chassis/sill unit 
• Die-cast metal fuel tank 
• Die-cast metal pilots 
• Detailed die-cast trucks 
• All metal handrails and stanchions 
• All metal grab irons 
• Twin flywheel-equipped motors 
• Directional golden-white LEDs 
• Accurate painting and printing 
• New truck design with single point 
lubrication for longer life with no disassembly 
required 
• Length - Approx. 14” 
• Minimum diameter curve: O-36 (3-Rail) 
• Minimum radius curve: 36” (2-Rail) 
• Offered in powered and unpowered 

versions 
• 2-Rail Sound Equipped 

 
MSRP $499.95   Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 

 
NYC 4-6-4 Empire State Express 
 
On December 7, 1941, with much fanfare, the New 
York Central launched a newly equipped Empire 
State Express with two Henry-Dreyfus-styled 
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Hudsons and gleaming, streamlined Budd-built 
train sets. Passengers on the inaugural run were 
surprised at the scarcity of trackside observers - 
until they heard about the event halfway around 
the world that had overshadowed all other news 
that December Sunday. 
 
The 1941 ESE was a train with one foot in the past 
and the other in the future. Its reserved-seat, 
stainless steel Budd coaches and parlor cars 
presaged the postwar streamliners, America's last 
hurrah of luxury passenger travel.  
 
Features 

• Detailed, Die-Cast Boiler and Chassis 
• Detailed, Die-Cast Tender Body 
• Authentic Paint Scheme 
• Real Tender Coal Load 
• Die-Cast Locomotive Trucks 
• Hand painted Engineer and Fireman 

Figures 
• Metal Handrails, Whistle and Bell 
• Metal Wheels and Axles 
• Remote Controlled Proto-Coupler 
• O-Scale Kadee-Compatible Coupler 

Mounting Pads 
• Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
• Constant Voltage LED Headlight 
• Operating LED Firebox Glow 
• Illuminated LED Driver Lights 
• Operating LED Marker Lights 
• Lighted LED Cab Interior 
• Operating Tender LED Back-up Light 
• Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motor 
• Wireless Drawbar 
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions 
• Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
• Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion 

Capable  
• Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital 

Command System Featuring: Quillable 
Whistle With Passenger Station Proto-
Effects  

• Operates On O-42 Curves   
• Two Road Numbers 

MSRP $1199.95  Expected Delivery July 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
 

 
NYC ALCo S-2 Diesel Switcher 
 
Designed to replace the hi-hood Alco diesel 
switchers of the previous decade, the low-hood S-
1 thru S-6 models were incredibly successful, with 
over 3,200 produced by 1961. Just over 1,500 S-2s 
were produced, outfitted with a turbocharged 
1,000 horsepower 6-cylinder diesel engine that 
greatly improved upon the nearly 700 horsepower 
S-1. In fact, the S-2 proved to be the most 
successful of all the S Model switchers, capable of 
mainline passenger or freight work in addition to 
the usual yard work handled by most switch 
engines. 
Features  

• Detailed Durable ABS Body 
• Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 
• Metal Chassis 
• Metal Handrails and Horn 
• 2 Hand painted Engineer Cab Figures 
• Authentic Paint Scheme 
• Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
• (2) Remote Controlled Proto-Couplers 
• Directionally Controlled Constant voltage 

LED Headlights 
• Illuminated LED Number Boards 
• (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motors 
• Operating ProtoSmoke Diesel Exhaust 
• Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
• Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 

Increments 
• Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion 

Capable 
• 1:48 Scale Proportions  
• Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital 

Command System Featuring: Freight Yard 
Proto-Effects  

• Unit Measures: 12" x 2 3/4" x 3 3/4"  
• Operates On O-31 Curves 
• Two Road Numbers 

MSRP $449.95   Expected Delivery May 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
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Williams by Bachmann 

 
NYC Semi-Scale Pacific 
Features 

• True Blast® Plus 16 bit polyphonic sound 
system with whistle, bell, chuff, and idle 
steam sounds 

• Die-cast boiler and chassis 
• Powerful motor with flywheel coasting 

action 
• Traction tires 
• Operating headlight and back-up light on 

tender 
• Operating rear coupler 
• Operating smoke unit 
• Navigates O-31 curves 
• Length 19.95"; height 3.75" 

MSRP $599.95   Expected Delivery Unspecified 
 
O-Scale Rolling Stock 
 
Atlas Model Railroad Company 

 
NYC Express Boxcar – Rebuilt Troop Sleeper 
America’s railroads found themselves short of 
equipment needed to handle the volume of 
soldiers that were traveling by train after the US 
entered World War II. Some Pullman sleepers 
were reassigned to troop service and boxcars were 
converted into kitchen cars, but the expanding 
needs of the military required a better solution. 
The Defense Plant Corporation resolved the 
capacity issue by ordering 2,400 troop sleeping 
cars built by the Pullman-Standard Car 
Manufacturing Company between 1943 and 1946, 
800 kitchen cars built by the American Car & 
Foundry Company between 1943 and 1944, and 40 
hospital kitchen cars built by AC&F in 1944. All of 

these cars were based on the standard AAR 50’6” 
boxcar with the intent that they could be sold to 
railroads after the war. 
 
Features 

• Die Cast Floor With underframe Details 
•Lighted Interior – Troop Sleeper, Troop 
Kitchen Car and Troop Hospital Car 
•Detailed Die-Cast Allied Full Cushion 
Trucks 
• Flush-Fitting Window Glazing 
• Rubber Diaphragms 
• Minimum Radius: 0-45 (3-Rail), 36” Radius 
(2-Rail 

MSRP $79.95 2-Rail, $74.95 3-Rail Expected 
Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2016 
Not an accurate model of a NYC car. Really a 
PRR car. 
 
MTH 

 
NYC Double Door Boxcar 
Features  

• Detailed Durable ABS Body 
• Metal Wheels and Axles 
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
• Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
• Authentic Paint Schemes 
• Brake Wheels & Metal Handrails 
• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
• Needle-Point Axles 
• Sliding Car Doors 
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions  
• Operates On O-31 Curves 
• Two Road Numbers 

It appears that MTH used this car to represent the 
NYC Lot #678B double door automobile 
boxcar.  The road numbers do not match those 
used on that lot number car. 

MSRP $69.95   Expected Delivery March 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS Members. 
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NYC R50B Express Reefer 
Features  

• Detailed Durable ABS Body 
• Metal Wheels and Axles 
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
• Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
• Opening Doors 
• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
• Needle-Point Axles 
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions 
• O-Scale Kadee Compatible Coupler 

Mounting Pads  
• Operates On O-31 Curves  

This is a model of a PRR car and the NYC never 
had any of them. 
MSRP $74.95   Expected Delivery April 2016 
 

 

NYC 5-Car 70’ ESE Passenger Car Set 

The lightweight, streamlined passenger car was a 
product of the Great Depression. While the 
heavyweight steel cars built in the teens and 1920s 
were dependable and often luxurious, their dark 
colors and solid, battleship-like exteriors did 
little to lift the spirits at a time when the entire 
nation needed a pick-me-up. 

Unlike the heavyweights, the lightweight cars that 
debuted in the mid-1930s featured sides and roofs 
that contributed to their structural strength, 
eliminating the need for the heavyweights' 
massive underframes. Trucks went from six 
wheels to four, non-revenue space was decreased 
by using a vestibule on only one end of the car, 
and lighter, stronger, more rust-resistant steel 
alloys came into widespread use. A typical new 

lightweight could be 15-20 tons lighter than the 
heavyweight car it replaced. 
 
As with the diesel revolution that was 
simultaneously taking place, one of the key 
players in the changeover to lightweights was not 
an established industry name, but an upstart new 
player from the automotive industry: the Budd 
Company of Philadelphia, a supplier of auto body 
stampings. In 1928, Edward G. Budd had heard 
about stainless steel, a lightweight, rustproof 
metal introduced in 1912 by Krupp of Germany. 
Budd was the first to grasp the potential of 
stainless beyond cutlery and novelty items. The 
key problem was the inability of stainless steel to 
be fabricated with normal welding techniques. 
Budd's chief engineer, Colonel Earl J.W. Ragsdale, 
spent five years developing the key process 
needed to make stainless into a viable structural 
material: the patented Shotweld electric welding 
process. 
 
The majority of lightweights were 80'-85' long, 
which scales out to about 21" in O-gauge. Many 
O-gauge modelers, however, find cars of this 
length impractical, as they require large curves 
and create long trains that can overwhelm a 
typical-sized layout. For those reasons, the 
Premier lightweights are about 70 scale feet in 
length - that will round O-42 curves. Although not 
prototypically correct, these are never-the-less 
beautiful models. 
MSRP $469.95   Expected Delivery May 2016 
 

 

NYC 40’ USRA Single Sheathed Boxcar 

Features 
• Detailed, Durable ABS Body 
• Stamped Metal Floors 
• Metal Wheels and Axles 
• Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
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• Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
• Needle-Point Axles 
• (2) Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
• O Scale Kadee-Compatible Coupler Mounting 

Pads 
• Detailed Brake Wheel 
• Separate Metal Handrails 
• Sliding Car Doors 
• 1:48 Scale Dimensions 
• Unit Measures:11 5/8" x 2 5/8" x 3 3/4" 
• Operates On O-31 Curves 

MSRP $64.95   Expected Delivery Now 
These are available in the NYCSHS 
Collinwood Shop at 20% off for NYCSHS 
Members. 

 
Standard Gauge 
MTH 

 
NYC Illuminated Bay Window Caboose 
Features 

• Stamped Steel Body and Chassis 
• Metal Wheels and Axles 
• Operating Metal Latch Couplers 
• Baked Enamel Finish 
• Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes 
• Interior Lighting 
• Unit Measures: 14” x 4” x 5 1/4” 
• Operates On STD-42 Curves 

MSRP $159.95  Expected Delivery Now 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catalogs 2016 – All Available On Line 
 
American Flyer 

 
 

Atlas 

 
 
Bachmann 
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Broadway Limited 

 
 

Lionel 

 
MTH Electric Trains 

 
 
Williams by Bachmann 

 
 

Catalogs – For Purchase Only 
KATO  

 
 
Walthers  

 
HO-Scale 

 
 
N- & Z-Scale 
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Magazines 
 

  Classic Toy Trains 
February 2016 pp. 54 – 61 
In Search of Steam by Ray Stuber 
Ray presents a wonderful photo display of O-
Scale Lionel, MTH, 3rd Rail, Weaver, and some 
other manufacturer’s locomotives reproducing 
some of the classic photos from past issues of 
Kalmbach publications.  The article features 
classic shots of Hudsons, Mohawks, and Niagaras 
along with a few other NYC locos and cars. This is 
an article not to be missed by anyone who loves 
NYC steam locomotives.  It is a particular delight 
for those who model in O-Scale. 
 
 

 Classic Trains Spring 2016 
 
“Fast Mail – Letters from our readers” p 10. 
Several comments on the “Hudson Valley 
Hotspots” in the Winter 2015 edition. 
 
Member Jack Swanberg and Jim Kaufman and 
Christopher James all had much to say about the  
“Hudson Valley” article. 
 
“Delray Days” pp. 65 & 66 by J. David Ingles 
Two great photos of NYC locos and trains. 
 
“Indy’s Union Station Still Dazzles” by Eric 
Powell pp. 76 – 77. 
An interesting article and great photos of the 
station in Indianapolis, IN, that hosted many 
wonderful NYC passenger trains. It opened in 
1888 and is currently celebrating 130 years of use. 
 
 
 
 

News 
 
Atlas acquires BLMA 
Atlas Model Railroad Company of Hillside, New 
Jersey, has purchased BLMA Models of Fullerton, 
CA. Founded by Craig Martyn in 2000, BLMA 
manufactures HO-, N-, and Z-scale rolling stock 
and accessories. According to the official 
announcement Atlas will release all current 
BLMA inventory and will continue with 
production plans outlined by BLMA prior to the 
sale. Commenting on the quality and level of 
detail in BLMA products, Atlas CEO Paul Graf 
stated that the BLMA line of HO- and N-scale 
rolling stock will become part of the Atlas Master 
line. Since purchasing the tooling for Branchline 
rolling stock in 2011, Atlas has succeeded in 
maintaining continuity of the line while blending 
it smoothly into the Atlas family of products. 
Atlas’ sister company, Atlas O, purchased the 
Weaver brand of O-scale rolling stock last fall and 
is introducing the first models from that 
acquisition during the second quarter of this year. 
 
As of January 6, 2016, BLMA will stopped selling 
direct, in preparation of shipping the inventory to 
Atlas.  During the transition, BLMA continues to 
process open orders for pre-ordering rolling stock, 
though Atlas will physically fullfill the orders. 
These models include: 

• N-Scale GSC 60’ Flat Car 
• N-Scale ACR 52 ‘ Gondola 
• N-Scale Trinity 31K Crude Oil Tank Cars 
• HO- & N- Scale Trinity 5660 Covered 

Hoppers 
• NO- & N- Scale Trinity 64’ Modern 

Reefers 
• HO- & N-Scale BX-166 60‘ Boxcars 

 
Northeastern Scale Models closes 
As of February 1, Northeastern Scale Models, a 
manufacturer of laser-cut N- and HO-scale 
structures and miniature dollhouse kits and 
supplies, has discontinued all operations. The 
announcement did not provide any specific 
reason for the closure. Northeastern Scale Models 
was established in Methuen, MA, more than 60 
years ago as a supplier of specialized building 
materials for architects, model railroaders, 
miniaturists, and other hobbyists. In recent years 
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the building materials portion of the business 
(Northeastern Scale Lumber-NSL) and the now-
closed structure and dollhouse division 
(Northeastern Scale Models) split with the latter 
enterprise moving to Chico, CA. The two 
businesses are under different ownership, and 
NSL is not affected by this change. NSL’s current 
product line can be viewed at 
www.northeasternscalelumber.com 
 
NYCSHS Member – Victor Hand’s New Book 

 

Stunning photographs of steam locomotives on 
all six continents. 

Steam Odyssey: The Railroad Photographs of Victor 
Hand is the latest in our celebrated publications on 
railroad photography. Unlike previous volumes, 
this book has an international bent: Hand has 
taken photographs in more than fifty countries 
over the past fifty-five years. These 162 black-and-
white photographs present a sampling of his best 
work from around the world and show how the 
railway is a compelling subject no matter the 
locale. An introduction by well-known 
transportation reporter and railroad columnist 
Don Phillips explains how Hand got interested in 
railways and how his approach to the subject 
developed; extended captions provide historical 
context. The book includes an afterword by rail 
and photography historian Jeff Brouws. 150 
photographs.  List price $75.00 
 
 

The NYC Had Tank Cars? 
In the next NYCentral Modeler Seth Lakin 
returns with another article on a NYCS 
piece of rolling stock.  And yes, it is a 
NYCS tank car. 

 
Can you guess how many of these the 
NYC owned and how they used them?  If 
so, send us an email and tell us about it.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 
Coming soon from the NYCSHS 

Archives 

 
• NYCS Signal Department Standards & 

Diagrams 1965 Pages 1–340 
(Extracts for Signals) 

• NYCS Rules of the Operating Department 
1937 Pages 341–355 

• (Extracts for Signals) 
• Color – Light Signals General Railway Signal 

(GRS) 
MSRP $10  Available in Collinwood Shop 
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Noel, 
 
Skimming your article on building the 
AMB station makes me wonder why I'm 
going to have the caboose in my clinic!?!? 
Seriously, I took the e-edition of the 
Society's modeling magazine, and 
forwarded it to a bunch of fellow modelers 
in NWHS and COHS.  I'm just flat out 
amazed.  Keep it up. 
  
And have a Merry Christmas, and a calm 
and healthy 2016. 
 
Frank Bongiovanni 
 
Frank, 
 
Thank you for the kind words.  We need 
you to have a clinic at the convention.  We 
probably need a couple more. I hope you 
get positive feedback from the NWHS and 
COHS.  If any of them want to be on the 
MailChimp list for announcements of the 
magazine and other things, have them 
send me their email addresses.  We don’t 
limit them to members. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Dear NYCSHS, 
 
Could you advise when the Steam 
Locomotives of the NYC will be shipped? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Doug Leffler 
 
 
 

Doug, 
  
Probably sometime around the end of this 
week. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel   
 
Have a Merry Christmas! 
 
Doug 
 
P.S.  Attached is a photo of one of the Big 
Four engines that frequented Jackson in 
the early 1950s.  This engine would have 
come into town on the Cincinnati 
Northern line from Van Wert, OH. 

 
 
Noel, 
 
I want you guys to know that I have all 
but stopped modeling the NYC and 
converted to modeling the PRR. At the 
same time I remain your loyal friend and a 
lifetime lover of the NYC. I always will. 
But why have I switched to modeling the 
Pennsy? 
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 I am somewhat of a serious modeler who 
is building a layout. I am not longer just an 
equipment modeler that I had been half of 
my life. A year and a half ago I had 
quintuple heart bypass surgery. It was 
very serious and during a yearlong 
recovery I had a lot of time to reflect on 
what I wanted to do with my hobby. Now 
at age 67 I realize that I am well into the 
4th quarter of my life and I no longer have 
the time nor the energy to wait for needed 
models to come available. I model the 
steam era, 1935-1945 with steam 
locomotives to power my trains. 
  
My railroad modeling interest is not in the 
mainline, is not with passenger trains, nor 
is it with modeling mainline freight trains. 
None of this is practical for most model 
railroaders including myself. I model in 
HO-scale. Model manufacturers have not 
been kind to model railroaders who are 
limited to smaller layouts that cannot host 
large power and passenger trains – like 
me. If one needs other than a Hudson or 
Niagara then there is no choice but to 
employ brass locomotives. That simply 
sucks. It isn’t practical as the cost per 
locomotive with DCC and sound, and to 
make it run well is prohibitive for all but 
the well heeled. I will not spend that kind 
of money nor do I have enough years left 
to do so. 
  
Instead I have turned to the PRR because 
of Broadway limited. I now have H10 2-8-
0, L1, 2-8-2, L2 2-8-2, I1 2-10-0, and M1 4-8-
2 freight locomotives for my layout. I have 
retained two NYC Trix USRA Mikes for 
interchange, but one will be converted to 
PRR L2 sometime soon. This will leave me 

with only one sad H6 Mike to represent 
the NYC. I also have all sorts of PRR cabin 
cars (cabooses) that were bought ready-to-
roll or in simple plastic kit form. This is 
not so with the NYC other than precious 
few 19000-series cabooses. Resin or other 
craftsman kits do not count. They are 
useless to anybody over age 60 that is 
building a layout. Time. Not enough time 
for them. 
  
Yes, there are lots of NYC freight cars 
available, even more than the PRR, which 
are plentiful as well. However, with our 
small and medium-size steam 
locomotives, modeling the NYC is still not 
reasonable. I do not see any H5, H7, or 
H10 NYC Mikes or 2-8-0 steamers in the 
works for any manufacturer. The PRR 
already has these readily available and E6 
and G5 small steamers in the works. 
Modeling the NYC is not doable in my 
lifetime other than collecting and running 
Hudsons and Niagaras with passenger 
trains. That isn’t me. 
  
I acknowledge that modeling the steam 
era is problematic for all railroads but the 
PRR.  

 
My best wishes to all of you, 
Jim Six 
Millersburg, IN 
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Jim, 
Sorry to see you desert to the “dark” side 
but appreciate your comments.  We have 
been working with manufacturers to try to 
get them interested in some of the NYC 
steam locos but have not had any 
success.  Sometimes we get promises but 
no follow up and sometimes we don’t 
even get answers back. 
  
Hope you are recovering from the bypass 
surgery and will have many more years of 
modeling ahead of you.  Good luck and 
great training in your future. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
  
I love you guys and will always have the 
NYC as my first and biggest railroad love. 
I will continue to model NYC freight cars. 
I have three times as many of then as 
PRR!  LOL.  I only wish that some 
manufacturer had announced a NYC H5 
and a NYC H10, and then my layout 
would still be NYC. 
  
About three years ago I approached 
Accurail about 36 foot wood boxcars. They 
were interested and I convinced them to 
produce them and have been working 
with them ever since. This resulted in their 
announcement of them a little while ago. 
There is more in the works! So, I am still 
helping NYC modelers in this way. 
  
God bless you all and please keep me in 
the loop. 
  
Jim  

 
We have had many inquiries from 
members about Jim over the past few 
month,s and I felt that I should share his 
email with all of you. 
 
NYCentral Modeler, 
 
Your description of the Bachmann USRA 
light Mikado says NYC had only a very 
few of them.  I think there were around 
150.  That's about the only steam I ever 
saw on the Cincinnati Northern. True, they 
were not the "vast majority", but not 
exactly rare. 
 
Michael Raymond 
 
Michael, 
 
Thank you for your info.  Actually there 
were 194 originally in class H-6a.    By 1946 
there were 143 left.  The 15 built for LE&W 
went to the NKP, 35 were sold to other 
roads, and one was scrapped. 
 
I should add that the NYCS had a total of 
1337 built, so I guess it either is a small 
number of a large number depending on 
how we look at it. 
   
Again thanks for noticing.  I put that in 
there so that people wouldn’t just buy 
them thinking that they represented the 
majority of the Mikados that the NYC 
owned. 
 
It is good to know that someone is actually 
reading what we write. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel, 
  
As always, thanks for your time, energy, 
and great work on bringing NYCentral 
Modeler to the rest of us. I especially 
enjoyed the NYC model coverage at the St. 
Louis RPM meet. A suggestion -- next time 
could you publish the photos larger? It's 
difficult to appreciate the work of these 
excellent modelers in thumbnail-sized 
images. Also, hopefully your St. Louis 
coverage will motivate similar coverage of 
NYC models at the other RPM meets. 
  
Regards, 
Bob Chapman 
 
Bob, 
  
Thank you for your kind words about our 
publication.  Glad you enjoyed the 
coverage of the RPM in St. Louis.  If you 
want to view the photos in larger 
dimensions all you need to do is increase 
the viewing size on your viewer.  If you 
look at the attachment you will see that 
along the top there is an area where 89.3% 
is viewed.  Simply click on the tab and 
increase the viewing size to whatever % 
desired.  On my computer I can increase 
that to 6400%.  
  
We would be happy to provide coverage 
of other RPMs if we can find volunteers to 
go and provide the coverage.  Perhaps you 
might be interested in doing that.  If so, let 
me know, and we will work with you to 
do that. 
  
BTW, if you are a modeler, we would be 
very interested in working with you to 

have you do an article for us for the 
magazine. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi again Noel 
  
Per your request I wish to offer some 
comments about the Modeler magazine. I 
think it is GREAT! I enjoy the various 
articles. Your comment as to people who 
have submitted an article wondering how 
they were received is pertinent, I’m sure 
most authors wonder how it was received. 
(I never had the courage to ask.) 
  
I just opened the 1st Quarter 2016 Issue. 
And I was stopped when I saw Mr. 
Stoving’s “A Chance Encounter”. That 
makes great reading, each of us 
occasionally has similar experiences, and it 
was great to hear. 
  
Keep up the good work, and don’t let 
those who “wonder how you did this?” 
(Perhaps like me) bother you. 
  
Dave Wheeler 
 
Dave, 
 
Great to hear from you and we appreciate 
the nice things you had to say about the 
magazine.  Hope your holidays are 
enjoyable and I am sure you will be happy 
to return to Florida for your trains. 
  
We are looking forward to your article on 
the second GP-7 and hopefully another on 
your new Hudson. 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel, 
  
Great article on the freight house! It almost 
makes me want to go to HO-, only I am 
too heavily invested in N-Scale..... We are 
making headway adding to the N-scale 
offerings. 
 
Dan Seligmann 
 
Dan, 
  
We are offering lots of N-Scale models.  
Just wish we would sell more of them. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Mystery Photo Car in Last Issue 
 
Noel, 
 
Is this the same car, or were multiple 
copies of it made? 

 
 
Joe Levitzky 
 
Noel, 
  
According to the photo caption on page 65 
of Wayner’s book NEW YORK CENTRAL 

Cars, it is a “diesel fuel oil car”. 
  
Mark Nilges 
 
Gents, 
 
It looks to be a "Diesel Fuel Oil" car. 
 
Chuck Baldwin 
 
Joe, Mark and Chuck, 
 
You are all three correct but Joe beat Mark 
with the answer by five days and Chuck 
by 14 days. 
 
Noel, 
 
I’m curious to know if there is a way I can 
download a higher resolution version of 
the Modeler? I’ve noticed when I enlarge 
the document above 120% the 
photographs and graphics become aliased. 
The lower resolution makes it tough to get 
a good look at some of details in the 
pictures. Just curious. 
 
Tom Fedor, 
 
Tom, 
  
Download the magazine and then increase 
the magnification at the top and the 
photos blow up pretty well.  See the 200% 
at the top of the enclosed screenshot.  Use 
that feature to enlarge the magazine. Note 
screenshot below. 
 

 
 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel, 
 
Thanks for the quick reply. I was thinking 
the resolution issue might be related to a 
maximum file size that you were trying to 
maintain to save readers download time 
and space on the server, and therefore, the 
pub was being compressed to achieve that 
savings. One of the things that was 
convincing me of this is the header on the 
“letter and emails” page. It fairly aliased 
and the RPO images are pretty course. 
However as I dug a bit deeper into the 
latest issue, I found some images to look 
pretty good when enlarged to 200 percent; 
specifically the images with the lift bridge 
article. So I’m thinking it might be a 
combination of factors with one major part 
being the quality and resolution of the 
submissions.  
 
Tom 
 
Tom, 
  
We do compress the images and the 
magazine to reduce the download size and 
time. The photos are meant to be viewed 
on the screen, and I find that most still 
look pretty good at 200%.  
 
We try to keep the overall magazine size 
to less than 10 G and they probably cause 
some of the photos to not do too well 
above 200%. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Happy New Year! 

Did the white NYC oval decals ever come 
out for the Cabooses? 
 
Best regards, 
Alan Del Gaudio 
 
Alan, 
 
Still working it.  We discussed it today at 
the NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
meeting.  We just got an update from the 
person doing the design work on the 
decals and he has pretty much finished 
them and they have been approved by Jeff 
English, NYCSHS Modeling Committee 
technical lead. 
 
The graphics will be sent to Rail Graphics 
for production.  Looks like it will be 
around six weeks before they will be able 
to get started on them because of a health 
issue. 
 
This has been one of those projects that 
when you start you think it will be simple. 
It has not been simple. We have had to 
change designers three times and are 
finally satisfied with the quality.  Now we 
begin the actual production process, and I 
am sure that will also drag on. 
 
Model making is not a business to be in 
right now. 
 
Thanks, Noel  
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Thanks for my article in the NYCentral 
modeler! I'm proud :-)) 
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Is it OK if I use the article for the NMRA 
UK newsletter? Off course I will mention 
the NYCSHS and the free NYCentral 
modeler if you agree. 
 
Thanks again for editing and using the 
article!  
 
Only two remarks: I'm 9 years younger, 
born 1965 and the last name is Sodenkamp 
:-)) 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lars-Erik Sodenkamp 
 
Lars, 
 
Of course you may use the article.   I am 
terribly sorry about the mistakes in your 
name and age.  Must have slipped through 
our proof editor. I will put a correction in 
the next edition.  Great article and if you 
feel like doing another, we would be glad 
to publish that one too. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
Thanks! Maybe I will send another article 
in the future :-) 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lars 
	
Noel, 
 
I am disappointed with the engine number 
of the MTH Alco Switcher being 

offered.  This is a pre-Penn Central re-
number and not the number carried on the 
locomotive for the length of its service life 
as a New York Central engine. 
  
Allen Hilborn 
 
Allen, 
Perhaps you should tell BLI that.  This 
isn’t a loco made for us.  We are just 
offering them to members for a 
discount.  You can always change the 
number with a decal. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
I'd like to comment further on this 
subject.  The society should be peddling 
accuracy on what they sell, and I'll keep 
my Atlas engines any day before buying 
anything MTH.  The numbers should have 
been in the late 8500 to 8632 series.  The 
trucks are horrible.  And there shouldn't 
be any herald below the numbers. 
 
Years back when I was a Director, I made a 
terrible Headlight error, and I really heard 
about it through any number of 
members.  So I learned the hard way. 
 
On the Adirondack excursion last year, I 
accompanied two Directors down to look 
at the RS-3 parked at 
Theandara.  Surprising to me was that 
both of them didn't know it was the very 
first of that class delivered to the NYC.  As 
a popular engine and frequently modeled, 
I was taken back. Excuse my rant, but you 
are a good listener. 
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Kindest regards, 
Allen 
 
Allen, 
   
Sorry for the slow response, but the 
Society activities have kept me busy. I 
appreciate your comments about MTH 
models.  However, they seem pretty 
popular with some of our members. One 
of the things that is apparent to me after 
several years with the Society it that it is 
made up of a wide variety of people 
whose interests are not uniform.  
 
Some are former employees, others saw or 
rode the NYC, others have modeled it 
accurately for years, and others are new to 
the NYC and attracted by the lightning 
stripes or cigar band. Some are collectors 
who have no interest in running their 
trains but place them on shelves to be 
admired by them. 
   
We try to support each of them.  When we 
select a model to offer a committee of 11 
people vote on it.  We must balance the 
desire for completely accurate models 
with the demand for models.  
 
We try to make sure that they are as 
accurate as possible but have to accept 
compromises or we wouldn’t offer any 
models. 
   
We don’t force anyone to buy and try to 
point out any defects we identify, but we 
must advertise the models long before the 
actual articles exist. We do our best. 
   

Thank you for taking the time to share 
your views with us. 
  
Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
Many thanks for taking your valuable time 
to respond.   
 
Allen 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
I trust things are good with you? I have 
been trying to convince Sunset Models to 
import models of the NYC early Mohawks 
L2c and d class locomotives. I was 
wondering if we could round up some 
support from the NYC modeling group? I 
could help members to get a discount if 
they would be interested. They would 
probably have a list price of $1,200 or so 
and have a very limited production run 
thus enhancing their value. I worked with 
them recently developing the Erie 
Berkshire models that will be here next 
month and the total production run was 
only 120 about 50/50 2 and 3 rail. They are 
reserved out and have been for months 
now. Please let me know your thoughts.  
 
Thanks, Sam Shumaker 
 
Sam, 
  
Good to hear from you.  I assume these are 
O-scale? 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel, 
 
Yes they are. We thought we'd announce 
an offering at Sunset and see what kind of 
response we get. You just never know who 
wants to buy what and these models were 
never imported in O-scale so rarity could 
be an influence. Also the L-2d #2933 still 
exists at St. Louis, MO. Will keep you 
informed as to what we come up with.  
 
BTW the Archives are going well. We took 
a break from the cold and won't meet 
again until March. I hope we move this 
year. 
 
The best,  
 
Sam 
 
 
OK Readers.   
 
Here is your chance to let Sam know if you 
would be interested in the model.   Just send 
me an email and I will pass it along to Sam.  
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
	
Hi Noel,  
 
My name is Ed Kennedy and I got your 
name from Rich Stoving. I am a member of 
the society with a special interest in 
passenger cars. It has come to my attention 
that a brass importer is considering a run 
of NYC lightweight coaches in the 2600 
series. As you may know, there were three 
builders of these coaches - Pullman, ACF, 

and Pressed Steel. 
 
The question is, would it be possible to 
conduct a survey in the on-line modelers 
magazine concerning preferences 
regarding the three builders…. e.g. Which 
of the three would you most like to have 
or perhaps would you be interested in 
purchasing all three. These cars have never 
been offered in brass before and interest 
may be high. 
 
If you would like to discuss further, I can 
be contacted by phone at 914-533-2766 or 
by email at etpk11@mac.com Thank you 
for your consideration. 
 
Regards, Ed Kennedy 
 
OK Readers, 
 
Again this is your chance to weigh in on 
helping decide on developing a model.  Send Ed 
an email and let him know your preference. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
  
Corrections 

Noel and Team, 
 
On page 9 of the 2016-Q1 NYC Modeler, 
there are two new NYC Z-Scale products: 
An E8 locomotive and an NYMX 
refrigerator car.   Both are shown as 
American Z Line products, however the 
NYMX refrigerator car is actually from 
Micro-Trains, not AZL.  I checked AZLs 
website and they don't list this car or a 51 
foot mechanical refrigerator car.   The 
Micro-Trains catalog number for the 



	
	

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2016 32	

NYMX refrigerator cars are 548 00 031 and 
548 00 032 for the un-weathered versions 
and 548 44 030 for the weathered 
version.   I have all three of these listed, 
released in 2014, as still available, though 
admittedly I need to catch up on my 
website tables. 
 
Cheers, 
George Irwin 
The Unofficial Micro-Trains Release 
Report 
 
George, 
 
Thank you for letting us know about our 
mistake. We will print a correction in the 
next edition. It is nice to know that you are 
reading our magazine. Please keep us up 
to date with any new NYC releases. 
 
I am very sorry for our mistake.  Not sure 
how we managed to do it, but we will 
correct it. 
 
Thank you and have a wonderful Holiday. 
 
Thanks, Noel 

 
 

Questions, Comments or 
Suggestions 

 
We really do want to hear from you so 
take the time to write your thoughts in an 
email to us at NYCSHS@verizon.net 

New Item Arriving From the 
NYCSHS Archives 

 
 

By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. 
and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-
Issued in 1995 

 
This DVD provides a complete reference volume 
for all of the diesel locomotives owned and 
operated by the NYCS until February 1968, the 
effective date of the Penn Central merger.  It 
contains diagrams, photos, complete rosters, and 
related material on each of these locomotives.  It is 
an invaluable reference for historians, modelers 
and fans.  Now in digital form allowing the owner 
to view all of the information about these 
locomotives on a computer and allows the 
downloading of important reference material about 
each locomotive. 
MSRP $35.00.  NYCSHS Members' Price 
$27.00 and that is 20% off MSRP 
Shipping is free, and Ohio residents must 

pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Click Here to Order 
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Please	Print	
	
Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	
	
Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	
	
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
City______________________________________________State/Provence_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	
	
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Name(Other	than	traveling	companions)___________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Attendees________________	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	
	
Banquet	Choices:	Number	of	each	selection.	(Must	add	up	to	the	number	of	registrations.)	
	
Sliced	Beef	Bordelaise____________Chicken	Bruschetta_____________	Vegetarian	Meal_____________	
	

Please	send	payment	&	registration	to:		NYCSHS	
	 	 	 P.O.	Box	67					
	 	 	 Wood	Dale,	IL	60191	
	 	 	 NYCSHS2016@att.net	
Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	 Members	 (Including	 family	 members)	 cost	 is	 $179.00	 each	 for	 all	 activities	
including	the	Saturday	evening	banquet.	 	Non-members	can	register	at	$179.00	plus	a	fee	
of	$39.00.		The	extra	fee	covers	membership	in	the	Society	for	one	year,	including	all	rights	
and	benefits,	along	with	one	year	of	the	Central	Headlight.	
	
Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:	Westin	Chicago	Northwest	Hotel	
	 	 	 400	Park	Blvd	
	 	 	 Itasca,	IL	60143	
Please	 call	 the	 hotel	 directly	 at	 1-888-627-8510.	 Rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	 at	 the	 Special	
NYCSHS	rate	of	$89.00	plus	11%	tax.	You	must	mention	the	NYCSHS	Convention	to	receive	
the	special	rate.		Early	reservations	are	essential	and	are	only	available	until	April	21,	2016.		
The	special	rate	is	available	for	3	days	prior	and	3	days	after	the	Convention.	Reservations	
will	 be	 filled	 on	 a	 first-come-first-served	 basis.	 Don’t	 delay.	 	 You	 are	 responsible	 for	
making	your	own	reservations.	They	are	not	included	in	this	registration.	
	 	

New York Central System Historical Society 
2016 Convention & Meeting 

Itasca, Illinois May 13 - May 15, 2015 
Registration Form	
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N. Y. C. & H. R. ’s Last All Wood Under Frame Boxcars 
(1903-1907) 

	

One of the first series of new 36' 10" boxcars built by Pullman.  Pictured here outside of the 
Cadillac Motor Car Company Detroit Michigan. 

In the last edition of the Early Rail Shop, I 
wrote about the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad’s standard 35-foot 
boxcar that was built between 1892 and 
1902.  It was a successful car whose design 
remained relatively unchanged over its 
production years.  However the N.Y.C. & 
H. R. like other railroads were always 
looking to improve their car designs. In 
this edition of the Early Rail Shop I am 
continuing the discussion of N.Y. C. & H. 
R. standard boxcars, with the successor to 
their 35-foot standard car, the last of the 
N.Y.C. & H. R.’s wood under frame 
boxcars. 

At the end of 1902 the New York Central 
and Hudson River Railroad had produced 
drawings to replace their standard 35’ 

boxcars based on recommendations 
published in the Master Car Builders’ 
Association’s December 1901 circular of 
recommended standard boxcar 
dimensions.  The new design was for a 
larger body boxcar with a 2,448 cubic foot 
interior, an 80,000-pound capacity, and 
measurements of 36’ 10” long and 9’ 2” 
wide over the sills.  As a result of trying to 
conform to the recommendations, the new 
boxcar had a lower pitched roof and 
eliminated the hood over the doors.  A 
steel under frame would have made it 
easier for the new car design to comply 
with the 80,000 capacity and the height 
clearances, however, the N.Y.C. & H. R. 
deemed the price difference between metal 
and wood too great and used wood for the 
sills of the under frame.   
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The cars based on the 36’ 10” length were 
built between 1903 and 1907 and would be 
the last of the N.Y.C. & H. R.’s boxcars 
with wood under frames.  Unlike the 1892-
1902 boxcar design that was fairly 
consistent through its production years, 
the N. Y. C. & H. R. railroad between 1903 
and 1907 continued to tinker with their 
new design, the most important of these 
changes was the addition of more steel to 
the wood under frame of the car.  

The New York Central and Hudson River 
used Fox trucks for the first several run of 
cars, and although trade journals of the 
time reported that the cars for the N.Y.C. 
& H. R. continued to use Fox trucks, most 
builder photos after 1904 show that the 
cars had standard arch bar trucks.  Color 
for this car would have been N. Y. C. & H. 
R. standard color, which would have been 
brown or red.  As in the previous article I 
don’t have documentary evidence as to 
which it was.  

 

 

In 1904 N.Y.C. & H. R. received 2,000 of these cars from Western Steel Car & Foundry Company.   
They were the first to have continuous steel sills and a 5’ 5” wheelbase.  Photo: Car Builders' 
Dictionary 1906. 

In 1903, the New York Central and 
Hudson River received 1,000 cars from 
Pullman Car Company numbered 91000-
91999 and 1,000 cars from American Car 
and Foundry numbered 92000-92999.  
They had uncoupling rods across the 
whole end of the car, wood needle beam, 
double middle queen posts, an all wood 
under frame, 5’-6” Fox Trucks, six truss 
rods, wooden ladders with the side 
heights staggered, left sliding “Security” 
doors, and wooden Winslow “improved” 
car roofing. 

In 1904, N.Y.C. & H. R. received 2,000 cars 
from Western Steel Car & Foundry 
Company numbered 93000-94999.  They 
were similar to the 1903 version but had 
uncoupling rods across half of the end of 
the car, separated queen posts, a poling 
pocket on the lower corner brace, 5’-5” 
wheel base arch bar trucks, and the New 
York Central oval, but the most important 
change was the use of continuous steel 
sills.  
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In 1905 this series of cars was built by the American Car and Foundry.  They were similar to the cars 
built in 1904 but the doors opened to the right.	Photo ACF Industries. 

In 1905, 500 hundred more cars were built 
by the American Car and Foundry 
numbered 95000-95499.  They were the 

same as the 1904 version except that they 
had metal needle beams, and right sliding 
doors.  

 

 

In 1906, 5,000 more cars were built by the Haskell & Barker Car Company.  Here is a shot of car # 
97188 taken at Framingham MA in 1910.  Photo from Historic New England webpage. 
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In 1906, 5,000 more cars were built by the 
Haskell & Barker Car Company and were 
numbered 95500-98999.  These cars were 
the same as the 1905 version with the 
following changes: only one middle corner 
brackets per corner, a smaller sized lower 
corner bracket, a return to wood needle 
beams, a 5’-2 wheel base trucks, four truss 
rods, and even wooden ladders.  

By 1907, a heavy redesign of the body 
structure took place.  It had a 2,499 cubic 
foot interior, a longer body of 37 feet over 

the sills, a new design for a metal body 
and truck bolsters, pocket castings for 
floor sills eliminating the need for 
mortises, metal needle beam, a return to 
two middle corner straps, 5’-6” wheel base 
trucks, and iron grabs instead of a wooden 
ladder. Two thousand of these cars were 
purchased from American Car and 
Foundry.  They were numbered 99000-
100999. 

Cars were renumbered around 1912 as 
follows:  99000-100999 to 220000-221999.

 

 

In 1907 a heavy redesign of the body and appliances took place.  Here is car #99042 built by 
American Car & Foundry, as it looked new August 1907.	Photo ACF Industries. 

Some cars were heavily rebuilt beginning 
around 1914 with different doors, roofs, 
and end straps.  In 1926 there were still 
over 6,000 of these cars.  

While there were changes through the 
years of production, modelers of this era 
are fortunate in that this design was not 

only used by the N.Y.C. & H. R. but also 
by the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, & 
St. Louis railroad, the Chicago, IN, and 
Southern railroad, the Peoria and Eastern 
railroad, the Michigan Central railroad, 
the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern 
railroad, and the Pittsburgh, McKeesport, 
& Youghiogheny railroad.   
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The Michigan Central also used this body style (left).  This car was built in 1905. The Lake Shore & 
Michigan Southern also used this body style (right).  This car was built in 1905. Photos ACF 
Industries. 

	

 

 

	

	

	

	

		

		

	

	

A	drawing	of	an	American	Foundry	and	Car	Company	built	boxcar	from	1903	showing	the	overall	
appearance	of	the	car.	3-D	drawing	by	Kyle	Coble.	
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Drawing of the 1903 boxcar showing the double queen post and underbody. Drawing by the author.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
End view of 1903 boxcar showing staggered ladder sides. Drawing by the author. 
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MODELING 
NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 

INTERLOCKING TOWERS 
AT SIGNAL STATION 

No. 37 & 39 
By Larry Faulkner and Victor Hand 

Photography by the authors 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Welcome to the 2nd Quarter 2016 edition 
of “THE HARMON FILES”.  It has been a 
couple of editions since we last featured 
the Section House models in the NYCentral 
Modeler. 
 
This quarter we wanted to kitbash the 
newly released NYC/B&A Standard 
Wooden Tower Kit produced by The N-
Scale Architect and designed by our own 
NYCSHS Modeling Committee Member 
Dan Seligmann.  This laser-cut kit was 
designed to faithfully model Tower 65 in 
Chatham, NY on the Boston and Albany 
Railroad.  The kit can easily be kitbashed 
into just about any of the New York 
Central and Hudson River Railroad 
standard wooden interlocking towers built 
during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.  Dozens of towers were built to 
this basic design on the B&A, NYC Lines 
East, and the West Shore, although many 
of the buildings differed in size and detail. 
 
Hudson Division modeler Victor Hand 
and I shared a goal to model two similar 
buildings in Peekskill, NY  We worked 
independently to model the interlocking 
tower at SS-37.  In addition, Victor built a 
model of the bridge control tower at SS-39.  
Manuel Duran-Duran assisted the project 
by making detailed drawings of the towers 
(See Manuel’s “From the NYC Engineering 
Dept.” article on the following pages). 

 
The Prototype Towers 
 

 
Signal Station No.37.  North end view. 
Photographer unknown 
 
The interlocking tower at SS-37 stood just 
south of the Peekskill station on the banks 
of the Hudson River.  This was the last 
wooden tower remaining on the lower 
Hudson Division, and was a favorite of 
NYC Towerman and Historian Jack 
Shufelt.  It controlled the mechanical 
interlocking south of Peekskill station 
where the four track mainline reduced to 
two tracks, and connections were made to 
industrial spurs and the Peekskill yard.  A 
building of similar design, but much 
smaller, stood at this location when the 
line was double track to control 
semaphore signals.  It was replaced by the 
structure we are modeling in 1912 when 
the line was four-tracked to Peekskill in 
order to accommodate a much larger 
mechanical interlocking machine.  It 
remained in service until CTC was 
installed in 1961. 
 
The bridge control tower at SS-39 
controlled the moveable bridge over 
Annville Creek to the west of Peekskill. 
Since the bridge had not been opened 
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since the 1930s, the structure was boarded 
up in the early 1950s and was evidently 
used for storage. 
 

 
Signal Station No 39 next to the Annville 
Creek Bridge. Photographer unknown 
 
The Modeling Project 
 
The project to model SS-37 can be 
described as a “moderate” kitbash.  The 
construction of the SS-39 building was an 
“extreme” kitbash. 
 
I elected to model only the SS-37 tower 
and purchased one kit as a starting point.  
Victor modeled both towers at the same 
time and purchased two kits. 
 
We had only two photos of SS-37 to work 
with, showing the front (track side), left, 
and right walls.  In addition, Victor had 
taken a photo of the concrete foundation 
after the building was demolished. 
 
There were two close-up photos of the SS-
39 bridge tower showing detail of the front 
wall and the stairway on the left side. A 
distant photo provided detail of the right 
wall. 
 
Building SS-37 
 
To construct the basic building, we 
followed the excellent kit instructions, 

taking care to correctly identify the part 
numbers so that the appropriate laser-cut 
parts ended up in the right place.  All of 
the laser-cut parts sheets were coated to 
seal them prior to being cut.  I used Rust-
Oleum flat grey primer, while Victor used 
Shellac for this.  I used Elmer’s Carpenter’s 
Wood Glue to assemble the wood parts, 
while Victor used both Elmer’s and 
Alene’s Tacky Glue.  Styrene parts were of 
course bonded with styrene cement.  In a 
few places, Barge Cement or ACC came in 
handy to bond dissimilar material.  
 

 
Primed sheets painted with a spray can.  
L. Faulkner Photo 
 
Upon reviewing the tower kit straight out 
of the box, it was evident that several key 
features had to be rearranged.  The kit had 
the second floor doorway and staircase on 
the right wall, while both Peekskill towers 
had the doorway and staircase on the left 
wall. The two walls were swapped, and 
the left wall was reversed to put the door 
towards the back and orient the staircase 
properly. When shingles were later 
installed, they had to be cut to fit the new 
configuration, but there were enough 
wooden shingles in the kit to go around 
since we utilized clapboards to sheath the 
lower 5 feet of the building. 
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The lower wall sections of the first floor 
had clapboard siding with a 6½“ reveal, so 
instead of using the kit-supplied shingles 
we substituted Evergreen styrene 
clapboard sheet #4081.  The clapboard 
section had a curve at the bottom as a drip 
edge, and there was no corner trim.  Care 
was taken to fit the corners, and defects 
were filled with modelers putty and filed 
to shape.  I opted to use thin styrene angle 
to blend the corners together instead. 
 
 
 

 Riverside wall with lower windows.  
V. Hand Photo 
 

 
Trackside view with staircase.  
L. Faulkner Photo 
 
Window arrangements on the first floor 
were modified.  The kit had two windows 
side-by-side in the front wall. Photos 

indicated three windows on this wall. I 
unknowingly spaced them evenly, and 
Victor spaced them unevenly to match up 
with the second story windows and the 
framing of the building.  The front side 
had access panels cut in the clapboards to 
accommodate the interlocking lead-out 
rods and levers.  These were represented 
with .020 x .060 styrene strips set into the 
clapboards. 
 
The left end had a doorway near the back 
under the stairway landing with a 16-lite 
window above.  Victor modified the kit 
door with stripwood to represent the 
prototype door panels, while I used a 
Tichy # 8118 door.  Victor cut the 16-lite 
window down from a 36” x 52” plastic 
window (Grandt 5032) and installed it 
above the door.  In order to do this the 
stairway landing supports had to be 
thinned down and moved further apart. 
Unfortunately, I wasn’t aware of this 
hidden window until I had the left wall 
finished and compromised by using a 
Tichy 6-lite window above the door. 
 

 
First floor entryway door and window.  
V. Hand Photo 
 
The right end had a doorway offset 
towards the rear wall rather than the kit 
windows.  This door also had a 16-lite 
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window above it.  Victor modeled this 
door and window in the same way as on 
the left side.  I modeled the door with a 
Tichy (#8118) casting, and a Tichy 6-lite 
window (#8023) to represent the window 
above. 
 

 
Right end door and window detail.  
V. Hand Photo 
 

 
Trackside and right end view. 
 L. Faulkner Photo 
Since we had no photos of the back wall, 
Victor elected to use the kit window 
arrangement on this wall, while I chose to 
use the windows to modify the front or 
trackside windows and blank out the back 
wall. A recent aerial photo confirms that 
no windows were on the lower back wall. 
 
 

 
Close up view of double pane windows.    
V. Hand Photo  
 

 
Riverside view with chimney.         
L. Faulkner Photo 
 
Because the building had so many 
windows on the second floor, the interior 
begged to be modeled.  The kit’s interior 
bracing made no provision for this, so we 
cut the interior parts to clear the second 
floor.  I used .060 styrene sheet covered 
with laser cut gondola wooden flooring for 
the floor, while Victor cut a piece of 
plywood.  Wood floors were simulated 
with laser-cut flooring stained dark 
brown.  Victor cut a slot in the floor to 
accommodate a 52-lever interlocking 
machine built from four 13-lever kits made 
by American Model Builders.  I tried the 
new laser-cut levers from G.C.Laser. 
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Interior view with interlocking machine.    
V. Hand Photo  
 

 
Stained laser cut wood flooring.      
 L. Faulkner Photo  
 
The laser-cut kit windows were used, but 
since we were lighting the second story we 
had to install strips of .010 styrene behind 
the windows to prevent light from 
showing around the window frames. 
 

 
 

 
Interlocking levers and model board.     
V. Hand Photo  
 
A foundation was added to match 
prototype photos, made from .250 x .250 
styrene with a 2” x 12” stripwood bottom 
plate.  
 
The kit roofs were used but were modified 
to make the center section lift out for 
access to the interior.  Victor used two 
small magnets to secure the lift-off section. 
I relied on gravity to secure the roof for 
now.  I opted for the kit rafter tails for 
now, which are spaced 3 feet apart.  Victor 
elected to shorten these, and installed 
Tichy #8147 rafter tails on 16” centers and 
in the corners. 
 
Kit shingles were used, and ridge caps 
were cut from paper for Victor’s and 
cardstock for mine to simulate the 
galvanized caps used on the prototype.  
Victor carved the fancy finials from 
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styrene tube and strip, while I carved mine 
from Tichy #8129 corbels. 

 
Stock kit stairway. V. Hand Photo  
 

 
South or left wall detail.   L. Faulkner Photo  
 
Standard NYC-style wooden gutters were 
added to the roofs.  I used .080 styrene 
angle and small triangles cut from .100 
styrene strips to model these.  Victor used 
.080 styrene strips and mounted the 
triangles directly to the finished roof. The 
roof rafter tails were used as a guide to 
space the triangles. 

 
Stairways were modified from kit parts. I 
elected to model the stairs as shown in a 
photo from the late 1950s while the tower 
was being rebuilt, removing the railing 
spindles with a #17 chisel blade, and 
adding vertical supports under the 
landings with concrete footers.  Victor 
elected to go with the fancy railing 
spindles in the kit.  The stairs had to be 
lengthened to reach the ground since the 
addition of a foundation raised the 
structure.  Victor used kit parts from the 
second kit to do this, while I added the 
extra stairway from styrene strips to match 
the kit parts. 
 

 
Modified and stock stairway railings. Larry 
Faulkner Photo  
 
I also modeled the four downspouts using 
.062 styrene rod bent at the top to match 
the prototype.  These were secured with 
bits of tubing sliced with the chopper and 
glued to the upper and lower sash trim 
pieces below the windows. Victor 
modeled the downspouts with .047 
Butyrate-covered wire (Plastruct), which 
bent easily to the proper shape. 
Downspout hangers were formed around 
a drill bit from .008 x .020 brass, and the 
ends were soldered and filed to a point, 
which was inserted into #65 holes drilled 
in the walls. This produced surprisingly 
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sturdy downspouts.  The drainpipes at the 
bottom of the downspouts were made 
from .080 styrene rods with a .010 x .030 
lip to simulate standard 6” sewer pipe. 
 
Both of us used the special NYC dark 
green and light green acrylic paint sold by 
the NYCSHS’s Collinwood Shop. The 
clapboard siding and door panels were 
light green while the rest of the building 
was dark green as per NYC as-built 
specifications.  Victor elected to stain the 
wood siding shingles dark brown to 
represent weathered unpainted shingles. 
The roof was painted Floquil light grey, 
and rust stains were applied to the 
galvanized ridge caps and finials. 
 
My weathered building was created with 
an India ink and alcohol wash, and 
PanPastel chalks.  Victor elected not to 
weather his building until it is installed on 
the layout. 
 

 
Inspection light next to R/H window.   Victor 
Hand Photo  
 
The building had a floodlight on the right 
front to illuminate passing trains.  Victor 
built his from .200 styrene tube with a 
brass tubing lip.  He installed an M.V. 
Products .173 headlight lens with a hole 
drilled in back to accommodate a micro 
LED (golden white).  Mine was made 

using a Detail Associates LT 1014 backup 
light with a Details West LN 341 headlight 
lens.  This floodlight is not illuminated at 
this time.  
 

 Extended stairway. L. Faulkner Photo  
 
The building had a freestanding chimney 
about 35 feet high on the backside, which 
rested on a concrete foundation.  This was 
probably added after the building was 
constructed, and was therefore not 
integrated into the structure.  Victor 
modeled this with a 24” square brick 
column from Monster Modelworks and 
added an extra relief brick course every 
four feet using pieces of laser-cut brick 
sheet.  The chimney cap was cut from a 
cast chimney by Bar Mills, and the flue 
pipes were brass rod. I modeled the 
chimney using Plastruct brick sheet cut to 
appropriate size and shape copying 
Victor’s photos. 
 
The 20’ ladder hung on the building was 
made from laser-cut ladder stock.  Victor’s 
came from Motrak Models, while I bought 
an Innovative designs #361-553 ladder.  
Victor cut hangers for the ladder from .008 
x .020 brass strip and attached them to the 
wall with a 1” NBW casting from Grandt 
Line.  I hung my ladder from the building 
on wooden blocks glued to the wall.  
Victor detailed the interior of the second 
story with a 52-lever interlocking machine 
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built from American Model Builders laser 
kits. The lever handles were painted black, 
white, red, or blue to denote their function. 
Detail parts from S.S. Ltd. included 
radiators, clock, telephone, chair, and 
water cooler.  Tables were made from 
styrene strip, and a Bachman figure 
represents the Operator with his hand 
outstretched to pull a lever.  A hand-
drawn interlocking diagram hangs on the 
wall in front of the Operator.  Lighting is 
with three warm white LEDs in the ceiling. 
Currently I only installed the interlocking 
machine, using laser-cut levers from G.C. 
Laser.  I intend to finish the interior 
detailing and lighting at a later date, as I 
acquire the parts needed. 
 

 
Interior with G.C. Laser levers.  L. Faulkner 
Photo  
 

We both intend to install the exterior rods, 
pipe carriers, and levers of the mechanical 
interlocking plant, and we have been 
trying to figure out how best to represent 
these parts.  Peco makes parts for 
mechanical interlockings, but they are of 
British design and are grossly oversize for 
North American standards.  Victor 
calculates that it will take 82 sets of pipe 
carriers containing 665 individual pipe 
rollers and more than 5,500 scale feet of 
pipe to properly model this interlocking 
plant. In addition, more than 70 cranks, 
levers, and point locks will be needed to 
connect the pipes to the switch points.  
Both of us agree that this is a project to be 
tackled later. Stay tuned. 
 
Building SS-39 
 
In addition to his model of the SS-37 
interlocking tower, Victor modeled the 
bridge control tower at SS-39.  This was a 
bit more complicated since the SS-39 
building was shorter and wider than the 
building at SS-37. 
 

Back wall of Tower 39. V. Hand Photo  
 
The building was shortened to 28’ (7 
windows) and widened to 13’4” (16” 
extra).  Kit parts were either cut down or 
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extended with stripwood, and interior 
bracing was modified with scrap plywood 
to match the new building size. 
 

 
South wall detail of Tower 39.  V. Hand Photo  
 
Most windows on this building were 
boarded up in the period (early 195’s) that 
Victor is modeling, so there was no need 
to install most of the window detail or 
modify the interior bracing to allow 
installation of interior detail and lighting.  
 
On the first floor, two windows were 
installed, along with a coal hatch on the 
front (track) side.  The right side has a 36” 
x 88” door with a 36” x 52” 16-light 
window above it, the same as on the SS-37 
tower. The left side has a door and a 16-
light window under the stairway landing.  
The two doors were made by cutting the 
panels out of a Tichy #8032 door, painting 
the frame dark green, and installing light 
green back panels.  Stripwood was added 
to define the panels.  The backside has two 
windows in the middle. 
 
All of the windows on the first floor were 
boarded up, so board-up panels were 
made of scribed wood sheet and 2” x 6” 
stripwood to fit in the window openings. 
The lower 5 feet of the first floor was 

covered with clapboards, and Evergreen 
4081 was again used. 
 
On the second floor, seven windows were 
on the front and back, three windows on 
the right side, and a door and two 
windows on the left side.  All but one 
window was boarded up, and a set of kit 
window detail was installed in the non-
boarded-up window opening.  The 
boarded-up panel for this window is on 
the ground, leaning against the building. 
 
A foundation was made using .250 square 
styrene with a 2” x 12” stripwood bottom 
plate.  A new roof was cut to fit the 
modified building size. The prototype 
photos indicated that this building had 
older style shingles with a narrow reveal 
of about three inches. Victor used grey 
shingles from Bollinger-Edgerly Scale 
Trains, with courses set closely together.  
These shingles were pre-colored, so no 
paint was needed.  Ridge caps were made 
from folded paper, and painted grey with 
rust stains.  As on SS-37, building finials 
were carved from styrene tube and strip, 
and NYC-style wood gutters were 
installed. 
 
The stairway on the bridge tower was U-
shaped, since the building was close to the 
water’s edge.  The kit manufacturer kindly 
supplied Victor with some extra stair 
parts, so he did not have to fabricate these 
parts.  Stair landings, walkways, and 
railings were fabricated from scribed 
wood and stripwood. 
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North wall detail of Tower 39.  V. Hand Photo  
 
The kit rafter tails were cut short and 
Tichy #8147 rafter tails were installed on 
16” centers and in the corners. Photos 
show that this building had only two 
downspouts on the back side during the 
1950s, and these were modeled with .047 
Butyrate-covered wire, as was done on SS-
37. 
 
The SS-39 bridge control tower had no 
chimney, but a vent pipe was in the back 
roof, probably for a pot-bellied stove.  A 
commercial casting was used to model this 
with a piece of flashing cut from scrap .008 
brass sheet. 
 
The building was painted in a similar 
manner to the SS-37 building, using NYC 
light and dark green, and brown stain for 
the wood shingles, walkways, and 
railings.  The window boarded-up panels 
were painted light green. 

No weathering has been applied, although 
Victor intends to weather the structure 
once it is on the layout. 
 

Jack Shufelt Dedication 
 

Jack Shufelt was a NYC Towerman and 
Historian of all things NYC along the 
Hudson River.  Jack worked in all of the 
towers on the Hudson Division prior to 
the four-track main line being reduced to 
two tracks during the upgrade to CTC and 
the demise of the towers.  Victor Hand, 
Manuel Duran-Duran and I would like to 
dedicate this modeling project in Jack’s 
memory.  Jack was a stickler for detail in 
his never ending quest and research for his 
unpublished book he was diligently 
working on right up to the time of his 
passing.  Jack was a contributing member 
of many Yahoo RR groups.  If he posted 
something on any of them, you could bet 
he had the documentation to back it up!  
 
Jack took me under his wing and schooled 
me on NYC operations along our beloved 
Hudson Division and answered a ton of 
questions I had as I planned my HO-scale 
model railroad along a portion of the 
Hudson Division during the 1950s.  
 
 Jack’s foresight ensured his work would 
be preserved after his passing.  The good 
folks at the New York State Library in 
Albany, NY, where Jack was a frequent 
visitor, are cataloging the Jack and Nancy 
Shufelt Collection ensuring the contents 
will be available for researchers in the 
future. 
 
Thank you Jack.  High Green to 

Harmon! 
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NYC – Signal Station No. 37 (SS-37). 
Perspective View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
This article is the second in a series 
presenting the Signal Stations used by the 
NYC 1.  The main purpose of a Signal 
Station is to house the interlocking 
mechanism used to ensure that train 
movements are conducted in an organized 
and controlled fashion, providing safety, 
correct routing, and adherence to 
timetables.   
 
Signal Station No. 37, built in 1912, was 
located on the Hudson Division, south of 
the City of Peekskill.  Its purpose was to 
control the tracks at the reduction point 
from four tracks into two tracks, for 
westbound trains, and the return to four 
tracks for east bound trains.  This was the 
southern end of the two-track “Tunnel 
Distric” 2 .  This area’s topography 
precluded the construction of the standard 
four track mainline, requiring three 
tunnels and several headway cuts. 

 
NYC – Signal Station No. 37.  South end view.  
The building to the left of the Signal Station is 
the Oil House, used for storing the materials 
and equipment for maintaining the signals, 
and interlocking system. (Image by Jack 
Shufelt, 1959. Provided by Larry Faulkner) 
 
This project was developed in parallel 
with the release of the NYCS/B&A Standard 
Wooden Tower kit manufactured by The N 
Scale Architect.  The model kit is a 
representation of a standard NYC and 
B&A prototype tower and serves as a 
starting point for kitbashing into the 
multiple variations of wood towers used 
by the NYC in the Hudson, Putnam, 
Harlem, and River Divisions. 
 

 
NYC – SS-37.  Location indicated by red box.  
The large industrial area is Standard Brands 
Inc., also served by the NYC.  Aerial Picture. 
(Image: New York Public Library) 
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NYC – Valuation Map.  Diagram insert 
showing the location of Signal Station No. 37 
on the Hudson Division south of Peekskill.  
(NYC – Valuation Map) 
 
Design & Construction 
SS-37 was a two-story wood frame 
structure.  The base of the building was 
clad in clapboard with shingled walls 
above.  The second story had continuous 
windows around the perimeter to 
maximize the views of incoming train 
traffic.  The roof was a combination type 
roof (two pitch roof planes) covered with 
wood shingles. 
 
The exposed rafter tails show a unique 
NYC detail; the ends were cut in a double 
curve design (convex and concave).  
Variations of this rafter tail design were 
used on NYC stations and freight depots 
as well.   
 
Access to the second door was through an 
exterior wood stair.  The first floor housed 
the interlocking machine along with 
heating system.  The second floor housed 
the interlocking machine lever system, the 
dispatcher’s desk, and the “track model 

board” or track diagram for the tower’s 
interlocking domain. 
 
General Notes and Observations 
-Signal Station No. 37 was painted in the 
standard NYC colors:  
-Dark Green: trim, doors and windows. 
-Light Green: Clapboard base. 
-Shingle walls and roof were given a dark 
green stain.  
 
-The NYCS/B&A Standard Wooden 
Tower Kit was developed by The N Scale 
Architect in collaboration with NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee Member Dan 
Seligmann.  It is available for order from 
the NYCSHS Collinwood shop at: 
http://www.nycshs.net.  
 
-Information about the NYCS/B&A 
Standard Wooden Tower Kit’s 
manufacturer, The N Scale Architect, and 
other modeling offerings is available at: 
http://www.thenarch.com/ 
 
-This article and drawing set were 
developed in collaboration with Larry 
Faulkner and Victor Hand who present 
their kitbashed models of SS-37 in The 
Harmon Files before this article.  Dan 
Seligman provided his drawing of Tower 
65 in Chatham, NY for reference and as a 
starting point for SS-37. 
 
																																																								
1	See	From	the	Engineering	Department,	2nd	Qtr.	–	
2014,	NYC	&	HRRR,	Electric	Zone	Standard,	CR	Signal	
Tower.	
2	The	 “Tunnel	District”	was	 the	 colloquial	 term	used	
by	 NYC	 railroaders	 for	 the	 two-track	 section	 in	 the	
Hudson	Division,	 the	area	comprised	between	SS-43	
at	 the	 north	 and	 SS-37	 at	 the	 south	 end.	 	 Anecdote	
provided	by	the	late	Jack	Shufelt.	
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Bachmann Penn Central to a New York Central Auto Rack	
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    Article by Roger Murphy          Photos by Roger 
I purchased the car on eBay. That is where 
I obtain most of my models.  The first 
offering by Bachmann had NYC jade as 
the color of the car. With the next offering 
they evolved to Penn Central green. Sadly 
enough I had one car factory painted with 
a BN green. Who knew? 

The Bachmann Auto Rack ready for Roger..  

I began by painting over the PC herald, the 
yellow safety railings, and the yellow 
loading ramps. But first a word of caution! 
The ramps are very fragile and not meant 
to be operable, but you need to remove the 
fifteen automobiles from the rack. Some of 
these will break and need to be re-glued in 
the final finishing steps. 

The autos removed from the car.. 

The car is now ready to paint. 

Once the paint is dry, turn the car over 
and work on the couplers and truck 
modification. We’ll be eliminating the 
truck mount couplers by snipping them 
off as close as possible to the wheel axle. I 
replaced them with a Kadee long #146 on 
one end and the standard length coupler 
on the other end.  This will give a little 
extra room between car lengths for tight 
curves. You may also want to replace the 
wheels with metal ones at this time. In 
order to seat the coupler pocket to the car 
you will have to file some rivet detail off 
the decking. 

Painting complete, the car is ready for 
couplers. 

Next, glue the coupler pocket to the 
decking aligning the center coupler pin 
with the truck bolster and mounting hole. 
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The bottom of the car with the trucks and 
couplers in place. 

Mount your couplers and trucks to the car 
and get ready for the decals. I used Micro 
Scale #87-0088. This packet contains two 
different sizes for the herald, which 
matches the mounts on the car sides. 
Apply, the Dullcote spray to seal the 
decals. 

The car is now ready to have the automobiles 
put back in place. 

Start loading the Auto Rack and pay 
attention to the automobile alignment, so 
all are facing one direction. Now is the 
time to glue on any broken loading ramps 
in the closed position. Touch up any paint 
problems from the glue. The cars are high, 
so go slowly for a clearance test as I 
cleared off the top level of the first four 

auto racks on their maiden run. Please 
note that I did not do anything with the 
auto rack data or improving the looks of 
the 15 automobiles, but that is simply my 
choice. Have at it if you will. Have fun 
running NYC ML12.  

 

The finished auto rack is now painted and 
lettered properly and ready to carry your new 
autos anywhere on the NYCS. 

 

In the next issue Roger returns to continue 
his modeling of the “River”. 

Roger shows us how to “build” a river. 



	

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2016 58	

 

 

Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 59 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 
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Dave, Nick, and 25,000 of Their Closest Friends – Amherst 2016 	
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Article by Dave Mackay & Nick 
Ariemma 

         Photos by Nick & Dave 

 

The NYCSHS Booth at the Amherst Show – 
January 30- 31, 2016. 

 

The Amherst Railway Society is a 
community of people who share a 
fascination with railroads, and has been 
for over 50 years. If we go all the way back 
to the mid-1950s, we find a small group of 
University of Massachusetts chemistry 
students and faculty members 
who realized that they shared a common 
interest in railroads. 

The annual Railroad Hobby Show 
occupies four buildings at the Eastern 
States Exposition, draws 25,000 people, 
and is one of the most respected railroad 
shows in the country. Twice, the Railroad 
Hobby Show has received the Walther’s 
Showmanship Award in recognition of 
our efforts to promote interest in railroads 
and model railroads in the United States. 

Your NYCSHS was well represented at 
Amherst Railway Society’s 2016 Railroad 
Hobby Show at the Eastern States 
Exposition Fairgrounds (The Big E) in 

West Springfield, MA. The January 30-31 
event filled four buildings and covered 
just over a third of a million square feet; 
nearly seven acres! It takes more than a 
day to see all the exhibitors at what is now 
considered the largest show of its kind in 
North America. If it’s railroad related, and 
you can’t find it here, you may not ever 
find it. 

Dave answers questions about the Society. 

Our tables were located in the Better 
Living Building, along with many other 
RR historical societies, tourist RRs, and 
railroadianna dealers. This year’s show 
included a record breaking 50+ operating 
model railroads on display, all gauges 
from Z to G, and even a huge, operating 
Lego train city that was a magnet to the 
young and the young at heart. 

The Society’s tables were manned by 
Member Carl Liba (author of an in-depth 
article on Elkhart Yard in the 2015, Q4 
Headlight), Dave Mackay (NYCSHS 
Director), and Nick Ariemma (NYCSHS 
Director). Interest in the Society was high 
with visitors two and three deep at times.  
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Carl listens carefully to a question about the 
NYCS.  He was kept very busy in the booth. 

Many current members stopped by to say 
”Hi”, ask questions, share modeling ideas 
and offer suggestions for future Society 
projects. The table team fielded questions 
concerning almost every aspect of the New 
York Central, from requests for archive 
photos of predecessor line Raquette Lake’s 
locomotives, to a search for information on 
NYC dining car recipes, research 
information and photos needed for NYC 
Business Car #20, and discussions of 
Pacemaker green as it might have 
appeared on a steel transfer caboose on the 
U&D.  

Dave’s 1/29-scale NYC Hudson attracted 
many interesting comments and drew 
attention to NYCSHS handouts. 

Dave Mackay displayed and offered a 
wide variety of modeling items from our 
Collinwood Shop and was able to answer 
a host of questions about Lines East towers 
as well as upcoming offers for modelers. 
Collinwood shop sales were brisk. 

The team signed up a good number of new 
members and handled membership 
renewals for quite a few others. 

 

Some of the many models available for 
purchase in the booth this year. 

A computer monitor scrolled mechanical 
drawings of NYC equipment and was an 
eye-catcher for passing hobbyists. The 
computer monitor and loop program was 
courtesy of Modeling Committee Member 
Larry Grant. 

Larry Grant’s drawing display. 
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If you missed us at the show, or would 
like more information about joining the 
New York Central System Historical 
Society, our upcoming convention in 
Chicago, or other Society activities, please 
visit our website at: www.NYCSHS.org 

 

 

Join Us in Chicago on May 13 – 15 
for the NYCSHS 2016 Convention 

Don’t miss the three days of NYC 
memories and much fun when we meet in 
Chicago for the first time for our 
Convention 2016. 

The convention team has spent many 
hours putting together another memorable 
event. 

 

Friday, May 13, 2016 
• Registration 
• Speaker Presentations	
• Self-Guided Activities	
• Collinwood Shop Open 

Saturday, May 14, 2016 
• Bus to Union, IL, Illinois Railway 

Museum www.irm.org 
• Convention Banquet at Westin Hotel 
• Guest Speaker Mr. Nick Fry, Curator 

John W. Barriger, III National Railroad 
Library 

• General Members Meeting 
• Collinwood Shop Open Following 

Meeting 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 

• Bus to the Museum of Science & 
Industry 

Bus route will pass many long gone NYCS 
sites and drive by the Blue Island & Gibson 
yards. 

NYCSHS Website: www.NYCSHS.org 
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 
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Article by Dave Staplin        Photos by Dave Except as Noted 
Introduction 

In this article, I will describe how an 
interested modeler can model a second 
section of the 1948 Twentieth Century 
Limited, perhaps the most famous 
passenger train of all time. 

 

New from its streamlined Diesel to its raised 
“Lockout Lounge”, announces this NYC ad for 
the 1948 20th Century Limited. NYCSHS 
Poster Collection. 

I will first deal with how passenger 
operations offer interesting possibilities for 
layout operations. Briefly, I will describe 
what is known about the prototype 
operation of second sections of the 
Century, also referred to in this article as 
Trains 25 and 26.  I will examine what 
types of cars are required, and how they 
might be developed in model form.  I will 
describe how to condense a prototype 
consist to better fit on a smaller layout.  
There is sufficient information already 
available concerning New York Central 
motive power, so any discussion of it in 
context with second section operation will 
be left to others.  While compromises are 
inevitable in the modeling world, starting 
with the best information available enables 

the modeler to make more informed 
choices.  As you read this, I will reference 
references five Excel spreadsheets posted 
on various chat lists by me. They can be 
found in the files section of Yahoo’s NYC-
Railroad.  

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/
NYC-Railroad/conversations/messages 

1. Westbound Consists, September 25, 
1949 

2. NYC Post-War Cars Century Assigned 
3. 1951 NYC Pullman Assignments 
4. 1954 NYC Pullman Assignments 
5. 1957 NYC Pullman Assignments 

On Yahoo’s NYC-RR Chat List, the files 
section contains, among other things, a 
folder entitled, “NYC Pass Ops Albany 
1948 & 1949.”  There are four spreadsheets 
of information on first and second trick 
westbound passenger trains operating 
through Albany Union Station.  These 
detail extra sections as well as number of 
cars inbound and outbound are included.  
There are interesting notes on the sheets as 
well.   

The Case for Modeling Passenger 
Operations 

Based on my experience, modeling and 
operation of passenger trains take a back 
seat to freight in the eyes of model railroad 
enthusiasts.  Perhaps some think running 
passenger trains on layouts is boring 
because they just run around in circles.  
Some modelers may feel that they have 
insufficient room because the length of 
prototype passenger trains exceeds yard 
and siding capacities on their layouts.  
However, the same could really be said of 
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freight operations if the modeler does not 
use his/her imagination to condense the 
real world to a manageable model portion.  
For New York Central enthusiasts, most 
will likely have an image of a four track 
mainline along the Hudson or Mohawk 
Rivers, or at the very least, a two track 
main line such as the Boston and Albany, 
the Big Four, the Michigan Central, or the 
Canada Southern.  Modeling such lines 
demands a lot of space, not to mention 
that passenger cars of proper scale length 
look and operate best on wide sweeping 
curves.  Finally, finding model motive 
power, especially in the steam era, which 
will actually pull a prototype length 
passenger train, presents another practical 
challenge. 

 

A newspaper ad from the NYC advertising all 
of the new post war locomotive purchases. 
NYCSHS Poster Collection. 

All that said, at the end of the day, most of 
us will admit that the “Great Steel Fleet” is 
part of the DNA that makes us NYC 
enthusiasts.  There is no more fitting 
symbol of that fleet than the Twentieth 
Century Limited.  In the last two decades, 
the NYC modeler has had the good 
fortune to be in the position of acquiring 
many of the important passenger car 
models that enable realistic consists of the 
“Great Steel Fleet” in general, and the 
Twentieth Century in particular, to be 
assembled.  More recently, many of the 
models that were first available in brass 
have become available in plastic, which 
gives the interested modeler a fighting 
chance of being able to pull realistic 
consists.   

There are many good reasons for being in 
the business of modeling and operating 
passenger trains.  The number of 
passenger trains on many of NYC's main 
routes exceeded the number of freight 
trains operated.  So if you model such a 
route and have no passenger trains, you 
are missing more than half the traffic. The 
focal point of the prototype passenger 
operation revolved around the stations 
and terminals of the system.  There, 
passenger trains were switched, 
sometimes combining with other trains, 
sometimes setting off and picking up cars.  
Mail and express were handled in large 
volumes, on the NYC, with dedicated mail 
and express trains, not to mention milk 
trains.  Many of the NYC stations along 
the Water Level Route, including Albany, 
Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, and Toledo, 
just to name some, could be modeled in a 
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compressed manner on a layout.  In 
particular, the 12 inch to a foot scale 
Albany was a very small facility from the 
viewpoint of track layout and yet it 
performed an enormous amount of 
passenger related work.  Those familiar 
with some of the spreadsheets I have 
posted on Internet chat lists will see that 
even in the late 1940s, 20 or more extra 
westbound sections operated during peak 
holidays, and in addition, the normal 
switching of the Boston connections still 
had to be performed.  Many of these trains 
operated on close headways in the late 
afternoon and early evening.  Presumably, 
similar volumes were handled eastbound 
at other hours of the day.  Making all of 
that work must not have been for the faint 
of heart.  In the world of model 
railroading, it provides an opportunity to 
do so much more than just watch 
passenger trains “run around in circles.” 

 

A NYC ad in Time magazine in November 
1949 advertising all of the new passenger 
equipment they had purchased since the end of 
WWII.  It provides a glimpse of the vast 
number of passenger cars the NYC had 
purchased. NYCSHS Poster Collection. 

The argument that passenger trains are 
dull does not stand any test for logic 
considering the scope of NYC’s 
operations.   It is not only the few big peak 
days a year when things were “different”; 
it was all of the other days in which 
convention traffic, military traffic, sports 
specials, and the like moved.  It was the 
days when extra cars might beneeded to 
handle passengers embarking from New 
York City on a transatlantic ocean liner, 
such as the Queen Elizabeth.  It was 
Saturdays when the Wolverine handled 
some of the Detroiter’s Pullmans.  It was 
the colorful schemes of transcontinental 
Pullmans breaking up the normal NYC 
color palate.  The mail and express 
business offers additional opportunities 
for foreign line cars on the layout.  Far 
from being dull, passenger operations are 
limited only by the imagination of the 
modeler and the space he/she has to 
implement the piece of greatest personal 
interest.   The scenery on various lines of 
the NYC already mentioned offers 
interesting modeling possibilities to go 
with stations.  If the reader remains 
unconvinced, then a look at the pictures of 
Richard Stoving’s Hudsons pulling 
passenger trains through the Breakneck 
Ridge Tunnels on his layout is 
recommended.  A visit to the Canada 
Southern website 
(http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/
home.htm) maintained by Terry Link will 
give one the opportunity to see videos of 
the wonderful modular layout put 
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together by Canadian enthusiasts and 
count the cars on the Wolverine or a mail 
train as they pass the camera.  

Modeling Second Sections of the Century 
Post 1948 

If you are committed to modeling even a 
small piece of NYC’s passenger 
operations, then the world is your oyster, 
so to speak.  As noted previously, the 
availability of prototypical rolling stock 
has never been better.  In particular, the 
offering of the 1948 consist for the 20th 
Century by Walthers gives you, the 
modeler, ability to model NYC’s flagship 
train.  Modeling the Century in a variety of 
its incarnations (heavyweight, 1938 
Dreyfuss, and 1948 post war version) has 
been my goal for almost 50 years.  Having 
substantially met that goal with the arrival 
of the Railway Classics models some years 
back, the thought occurred, “What next?”  
Then it struck home that with some kit-
bashing/scratch-building, it would be 
possible to model a second section of the 
1948 train.   

As a boy, actually seeing the Century 
speeding through Utica in two sections left 
an indelible impression.  At age 16, when 
the thought of having commercially 
available models of the various Century 
cars seemed like a very remote dream, I 
began to scratch build my own, hoping to 
get a single section done before pushing 
up daises.  Amidst the current NYC model 
prosperity, building the few cars needed 
to go with the commercially available ones 
for a second section did not seem like such 
a big deal.   

It might be said that if one wanted to 
model the Century in sections, the easiest 

thing to do would be to go back and do it 
in the era prior to 1930, when all the 
sections and cars were pretty much 
uniform and available in the wood and 
metal kits offered by Walthers.  Good 
descriptions of the train are available from 
a variety of sources, the best of which is 
Hungerford’s The Run of the Twentieth 
Century.  

 

Edward Hungerford (1875 - July 29, 1948) was 
an American journalist and author. His main 
interest was the railroads.  

The quality of the heavyweight models 
available now is much superior to the old 
wood and metal cars, but it comes at the 
price of having air conditioning included.  
Air conditioning came on the prototype 
scene starting in the early 1930s.  With that 
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time period also came betterment cars 
featuring double bedrooms, which are 
available only in brass or by using etched 
brass sides on plastic car cores.  The onset 
of the Depression also greatly reduced the 
need for extra sections.  Finally, even 
though it may be possible, by one means 
or another, to acquire enough prototypical 
equipment for two sections of the Century, 
surveys show that few of us model much 
before 1940.  

The quantity of new cars ordered for the 
Dreyfuss styled 1938 Century clearly show 
that NYC was prepared for operation in 
two sections, but it is not clear if there was 
sufficient traffic to justify doing so.  In fact, 
in the inaugural year of the Dreyfuss train, 
the New York Central was suffering from 
a “double dip” of the Great Depression.  
Then, when the new equipment was 
scarcely in service, World War II broke 
out, requiring that every stitch of 
equipment be available for regular 
operations.  This eliminated the spare 
rolling stock pool from which second 
sections could be operated.  It was the 
delivery of the post war equipment orders, 
which once again made routine second 
sections of the Century possible.  While the 
demand for rail travel, especially in 

Pullmans, fell after World War Two (see 
Table 6), there was a sweet spot of about 
five to seven years from 1948 to 1955 when 
there was a need to accommodate 
overflow traffic not only from the Century, 
but also from the Commodore Vanderbilt.  
For those modeling in the era post 1958, 
the separation of coach and sleeper 
operations in two sections for peak periods 
is also a possibility.  For this article, I will 
concentrate on the days of all-Pullman 
operations following the 1948 re-
equipping.  The re-equipped train will also 
be referred to as the New Century.  Table 6 
will also help as an indication of how 
frequently the Century might run in 
sections.  There are two strong indicators, 
one being the passenger train miles and 
the other car mileage of sleeping, parlor, 
and observation cars.   By 1957 (the last 
full year of all-Pullman operation), car 
miles in that category were already down 
over 45% compared to 1949.  In 1949, the 
mileage of sleepers, parlors and 
observations was below pre-Depression 
1929 levels, even though total passenger 
car miles far exceeded it.  As the end 
(February 1958) of the all-Pullman era 
drew to a close, it is fair to say that extra 
sections would be seen only on very heavy 
holidays or special occasions. 

 



    Second Sections of the Century in the Post War Era	
	

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2016 69	

So what is known about second section 
operation of the prototype?  The answer 
is that we know a lot less than we would 
like to know.  Unfortunately, the 
corporate records of the New York 
Central were downsized in at least two 
moves.  One was the move to a new 
headquarters city during the Penn 
Central merger and the other was to a 
new building after the creation of Conrail.  
Fortunately, much of the Pullman 
Company’s corporate records were 
preserved, some at the Newberry Library 
in Chicago and some at the Illinois 
Railroad Museum. I made a focused two-
day trip to the Newberry Library a few 
years back and was unable to find much 
in the way of useful operating 
information.  There were snippets, but not 
the hoped for treasure trove.  It is possible 
that many of the files detailing day-to-day 
operations resided in Pullman’s division 
offices.  The pertinent office and shop 
facility serving NYC would have been 
Buffalo; however, it does not appear that 
records from outlying offices survived.  
Some files detailing car assignments were 
provided to me by the late Charles M. 
Smith, once the Society’s president, from 
information that he retained.   

Consist Research for the Century’s 
Second Section 

During the late 1940s and early 1950s, the 
New York Central had three all-Pullman 
trains between New York and Chicago 
departing in the late afternoon/early 
evening.  In order of departure, they were 
the Advanced Commodore Vanderbilt, the 
Commodore Vanderbilt and the Twentieth 
Century Limited.  For a short period of 
time, before it was combined with the all-
coach Pacemaker, the Advanced Commodore 

Vanderbilt carried coaches of its own.  
Once combined with the Pacemaker, it 
showed for several years in the public 
timetable (Form 1001) as an all-Pullman 
train.  The fledgling airline industry did 
not have the capacity to handle traffic 
surges at this time (nor was the interstate 
highway system in place), so when 
demand skyrocketed around holidays, 
folks had to travel by train.  The NYC’s 
strategy for handling the increased 
Pullman loadings between New York and 
Chicago was to split the Advanced 
Commodore Vanderbilt apart from the 
Pacemaker as an all-Pullman train once 
again and add more sleeping cars.  The 
Commodore Vanderbilt could not be run in 
sections because there were no spare 
lightweight feature cars (observations and 
lounges).  It already had a long consist of 
14 to 15 cars, so about all the Central 
could do was add a car or two.  The 
Commodore’s consist was heavy with 
roomettes, meaning that a full load in the 
regularly assigned cars could already 
swamp the public space (diners, lounges) 
on the train.   

On the other hand, NYC had planned for 
second section operation of the Century 
in its post war equipment programs.  It 
refurbished two of the 1938 Century club 
cars and the Island series observations.  It 
purchased a second set of twin unit 
diners in the two-toned gray scheme.  
However the 1938 club cars already had 
dormitory space (the new 1948 Century 
diner had the crew dormitory in the 
kitchen half of the twin-unit set), so the 
set purchased for second section 
operation had a small lounge in the 
kitchen car instead of the dormitory.  This 
arrangement provided lounge space in 
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the middle of the train, next to the diner, 
where patrons could wait and have a 
drink if the diner was full.  In the author’s 
opinion, the Central would have been 
smarter to purchase four identical twin 
unit diners with kitchen-dormitories and 
make the two Century cars compatible for 
mid-train operation, like the new Shore 
cars.   

 

A set of Railway Classics NYC “Twin Unit” 
Lounge, Kitchen/Dinner models in brass. 
Railway Classics photo. 

The bottom line is that the public cars 
intended for the second sections are 
known quantities: 

1. The two refurbished dormitory 
club lounges, Century Tavern and 
Century Club. 

2. The kitchen-lounge cars, 476 and 
477. 

3. The full dining cars, 400 and 402 
4. The refurbished Island cars 

carrying the markers, Bedloes Island 
and Manhattan Island. 

 

This arrangement permitted the three 
unassigned 1939 River series observations 
to act as back-up cars for all of the New 
York Central trains carrying sleeper 
observations.  With the delivery of Royal 
Crest in 1950, intended for winter service 
on the New Royal Palm, the fleet of sleeper 
observations was further bolstered.  The 
Royal Palm required four sets of 

equipment to maintain daily service 
between Detroit and Miami.  The other 
railroads in the Royal Palm operation, 
Southern and the Florida East Coast, 
provided the other three cars.  In the 
summer, the operation of the sleeper 
observation was cut back to Cincinnati 
from Detroit and the NYC car was not 
required.  Either NYC or Pullman could 
then use the car as they saw fit.  
Unfortunately, the Union Pacific 
borrowed it in the spring of 1951 and 
managed to destroy it in a wreck.  In the 
winter of 1952, NYC was forced to 
provide one of the Island cars to fulfill its 
requirements for the Royal Palm, leaving 
NYC a car short for second section 
operation of the Century.  From looking at 
large numbers of photos, plus the second 
section consist on Terry Link’s Canada 
Southern web site (See Table 8) it 
appears that Central assigned the River 
cars to second sections for the winter 
periods after 1951.  All this tells the 
modeler which car is required for the 
second section depending on what period 
of time his/her consist represents.   

The assignment of Pullmans to the second 
sections is a lot less clear.  About all there 
is to go on is the 1954 consist on the 
Canada Southern site (Table 8).  
However, the author has done an analysis 
of the Form 1001 system timetables, the 
1951 Pullman assignment files, and the 
transcontinental Pullman assignments 
from the Santa Fe Railway Passenger Car 
Reference Series – Volume Five; Sleeping 
Cars of the Santa Fe.   In addition, there 
were some files at the Newberry where 
Pullman was doing in-service 
modifications to the post-war cars and 
two letters specifically identify which cars 
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had been through the program and were 
cleared for Century operation.  Had the 
New York Central stayed with its original 
intent to operate the Century with electro-
pneumatic brakes, it would be very easy 
to identify which cars could be selected 
for the second section operation because 
the cars so equipped are clearly identified 
in NYC mechanical records.  The 
application of EP brakes to the two Island 
cars noted above demonstrates they were 
originally intended for Century operation, 
either as back-ups or on second sections. 

 

From the various sources cited above, the 
author has compiled Table 1, “Cars 
Potentially Assigned to Trains 25 & 26, 
including Extra Section Operation”.  
Some of the Century’s original 
streamlined equipment is shown; because 
it is possible some second section 
operation occurred before the arrival of 
the new post war equipment in 1948. So, 
as a courtesy to modelers who have 
chosen that time interval as their period 
of interest, this information is included.  
However, for this article, the focus will be 
on a more limited sample of these cars.  
As noted below, even in the days of all-
Pullman operation, it is possible that the 
occasional Budd-built car might find its 
way into a Century consist.   

Before digging into rolling stock any 
deeper, some operational parameters are 
set out, based on what is known: 

1. The log of train operations on the 
four holiday spreadsheets (Table 
2) indicate that the EXTRA section 
of 25 may have operated ahead of 
the regularly assigned equipment 
at times. From other sources, it is 
also known that second section 
operation was accomplished by 
having the first section as the 
second section of a preceding train 
so it could make up time at 
stations.  Being able to depart a 
station ahead of time helped the 
second section with its 
timekeeping.  It appears that NYC 
attempted to balance the lengths of 
the two sections.  Note that on 
December 23, 1949, the regular 
consist, running as a second 
section, was reduced from a 
normal length of 15 cars to 13.  
Thus, some of the regularly 
assigned Pullmans actually 
operated on the extra consist, 
which was running as a first 
section.  While it is speculation, it 
would make sense that the two-car 
reduction consisted of moving the 
transcontinental Pullmans to the 
first section (but having the make-
up equipment), which would give 
switching crews a bit of a break in 
the time taken to deliver them to 
the Santa Fe. 
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2. The best indication from looking at 

Newberry files and car 
assignments is that regular 
operation of second sections may 
have occurred from fall to spring, 
when business travel and holiday 
demand boosted Pullman traffic.  
It would also have made sense to 
limit train lengths in the dead of 
winter to avoid steam heating 
problems.  Operating second 
sections would enable NYC to 
avoid stretching the regular 
consists.  In the summer, this was 
not an issue. 

3. After the demise of Royal Crest, the 
Island cars could return to the 
Century’s equipment pool after the 
seasonal operation change of the 
Royal Palm.  The River cars are 
noted from public timetables as 
having been assigned to the 
Southwestern Limited in summer 
months.  So any second sections of 
25 or 26 operating in the summer 
could have an Island car or even a 
Budd five double bedroom 
observation.   

4. From the holiday spreadsheets, it 
can be inferred that second 
sections of 25 and 26 did not 
operate on Sundays. 

5. By 1954, NYC was not above using 
a Budd twin unit in the second 
section.  On page 93 of New York 
Central Trackside, by Bill Marvel 
with Eugene Van Dusen, a second 
or make-up section of 26 being 
backed into LaSalle Street can be 
seen with a Budd twin unit diner 
in the consist.  While not dated, the 
photo is in a section dealing with 
the year 1954, which is consistent 
with the second section on Terry 
Link’s web site. 

The author would now like to introduce 
three tables dealing with car assignment 
possibilities.  Table 3 is entitled 
“Analysis of Transcontinental Sleeper 
Assignments on the Santa Fe and NYC,” 
redacted from Santa Fe Railway Passenger 
Car Reference Series – Volume Five, Sleeping 
Cars of the Santa Fe.  This shows patterns 
of sleeper assignments to the 
transcontinental routes operated jointly 
on the Century, the Chief, and later on the 
Super Chief.   

 

Of interest here is the variety of cars 
operated.  With second section operation 
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of 25 and 26, there is nothing to suggest 
that the transcontinental cars were 
excluded from those consists.   

Table 4 (“New York Central Assigned 
all-Double Room Pullmans”) is an 
analysis by the author of assignments of 
the 4-4-2 and all bedroom cars from the 
Form 1001s during the period of the 
Century’s re-equipping.   

 

Finally, Table 5 is redacted from the July 
1951 Pullman assignments and is entitled 
“NYC Owned Lightweight Pullmans – 
Spares.”  

Each of these files helps the modeler to 
make intelligent estimates for which 
Pullmans might show up on a second 25 
and 26. 

Continued in the next edition of the 
NYCentral Modeler.

 

The Twentieth Century Limited in two sections shown arriving at Chicago in February 1950. NYC 
Photo by Ed Nowak, NYCSHS Collection. 
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The interior of an Island-type observation car on a cold winter day in one of the NYC’s collection of 
advertising photos.  NYC Photo by Ed Nowak, NYCSHS Collection. 

Watch for Part 2 of Dave’s article in the July 2016 issue.  
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check, or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany. This 310-page, hard 
cover volume includes: 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes: 428 pages, hard cover, and 
672 illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. 
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.)  Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 

	
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	Steam	Locomotive	Books	
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Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS. 
The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

If you want one or several of these, you should order now!! 

We Now Expect These to Be Delivered in 2016.  TrueLine Trains Production is 
Moving and We Are Very Encouraged That They Will Deliver in 2016. 

Send an email with your name, address, phone number, and email address to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Article by Rich Stoving  Photos by Rich Except as Noted 

         

Of course you know about the NYC, but 
do you know about the WAG?   The 
initials stand for the Wellsville, Addison 
and Galeton Railroad, a portion of the old 
Buffalo & Susquehanna Railroad that 
continued to operate, in part, up to 1979.   
The line is dear to the hearts of railfans in 
the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania, who 
simply refer to it as “the WAG.” 

The WAG was also dear to the heart of rail 
enthusiast Alan Forsberg.  Living in 
Wellsville, NY, where the line 
interchanged with the Erie, Alan decided, 
upon retirement, that he wanted to model 
much of it.   

Alan and Diane Forsberg, builders of the 
layout.                      

“Too ambitious,” some of his friends 
warned.  Small as the WAG was, what 
Alan had in mind would have taken up all 
of his basement and time. 

A less ambitious, and as it turned out, 
much more satisfying modeling project 
was proposed by Alan’s wife, Diane.  
“Why not model the WAG as it appeared 
in the town where you grew up?” she 
suggested.    

That town was Knoxville, PA, and the 
WAG ran right through one side of it.  
What’s more, the Cowanesque Valley 
Branch of the New York Central ran right 
through the other side.  So Alan could 
model the town and two railroads!  And 
that is exactly what he did.  Or more 
correctly what they did, because Diane 
became an equal partner in the project. 

After Alan and two friends built a 10’ X 5’ 
table in 2006, work on the layout began in 
earnest.  While gandy dancer Alan spiked 
down a pair of HO-scale tracks around the 
perimeter of the table, real estate 
investigator Diane took photographs of 
memorable Knoxville buildings.  Both 
wanted the layout to represent Knoxville 
as it looked in the 1950s, when railroads 
still operated there. 
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Preparing the layout for the move and moving it out of the Forsberg house in Wellsville, NY. Photos 
by Ellen Williams, Knoxville Library Director. 
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One track loop would represent the WAG, 
with the WAG depot on one side of the 
layout, while the parallel track loop would 
represent the NYC, with the NYC depot 
on the other side of the layout.  Since the 
depots were across town from each other 
in the real world, that seemed to fit quite 
nicely.  With the addition of two 
crossovers and some sidings for local 
industries, trackage was finished, and 
Alan joined Diane in constructing HO-
scale replicas of real Knoxville buildings, 
ultimately completing 70 structures, 35 
each.  Five commercially available 
buildings, including the two depots, also 
appear on the layout. 

A close up of the WAG depot. Photographer 
unknown.

A cigar band pulling a freight on the layout. 
Photographer unknown. 

Although Knoxville is a relatively small 
town, it could hardly be compressed into 
fifty square feet in HO-scale, so some 
selective compression was necessary, as it 
is on almost all model railroads.  Roads are 
a bit narrow, and some buildings are not 
quite as spread out as their prototypes.  
But the overall impression is remarkable.  
Special attention was paid to roofs, 
because that’s what first catches the eye 
when a visitor looks at the miniature town.  
But the correct gables, peaks, valleys, 
dormers, cupolas, even turrets are all 
there. 

Knoxville Library 

House next to the Knoxville Library. 
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Models of the Library and the house next door. 

 

The Checkerboard Feed Mill and the model. 

The basic building material for the 
building models was treated balsawood, 
augmented by a generous supply of 
Plastruct facings, shapes, and architectural 

components.  

 

The house that Alan grew up in and the model. 

The detail is remarkable, often depicting 
things that long-time Knoxville residents 
instantly remember.  For example, a bunch 
of bikes are piled up on a lawn next to the 
model of the house in which Alan grew 
up.  “Kids and bikes were always welcome 
there,” he recalls, “although they were not 
always welcome elsewhere.” 

It’s often said that a model railroad is 
never finished, but by 2012 it began to 
appear that there wasn’t much room for 
anything else on the Forsberg’s creation.  It 
sat in their basement, and from time to 
time local folks would take a look at it.  
“Nice,” they’d say, or “Cute.”  But most of 
them, not knowing very much about 
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Knoxville, didn’t recognize its 
authenticity.  “It doesn’t belong here in 
Wellsville,” a close friend opined, “it 
belongs in Knoxville.”  

 

Gehman’s & North Voice industries and 
model.  

So it was that ten friends assembled at the 
Forsberg’s home on August 11, 2015 to 
move the layout.  

 

Yellow house across the street from the 
library. 

A model of the yellow house. 

It was stripped of everything removable, 
including buildings, small details, and of 
course trains, and loaded aboard a vault 
truck for the 40-mile move to Knoxville.  
In case you didn’t know (I didn’t), a vault 
truck is a flatbed whose intended purpose 
is to move heavy steel or concrete vaults to 
cemeteries. “It was a perfect fit,” Alan 
says.   

 

 

Knoxville NYC depot, now a rental storage 
facility and representative commercial model. 
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Just where in Knoxville might the layout 
go?  Where might it go so that folks in 
Knoxville could enjoy it?  To the Knoxville 
Public Library, of course!  Library Director 
Ellen Williams, who knows that modern 
libraries are not only about books, and 
who also happens to be Alan’s cousin, was 
thrilled.   Before moving day ended, the 
stripped-down layout was in its new 
home, the spacious front room of the 
house next to the library, which serves as 
offices of the Tioga-Potter Library System.  
Once all the buildings, details, and trains 
were back in place, the Forsberg’s 
miniature Knoxville was right at home in 
the real-world town.   

Since its arrival, the layout has earned 
plenty of “oohs” and “aahs” from the few 
local residents who have seen it, but its big 
day will be Saturday, May 14, 2016.  

Officially named “Knoxville Rails to 
History,” it will be the subject of a grand 
opening, beginning at 10 a.m.  Festivities, 
including activities for folks both young 
and old, will continue to 5 p.m.  And 
thanks to Diane and Alan Forsberg, trains, 
both WAG and New York Central, will 
run again in Knoxville.  

 Contact Information: 

 Knoxville Public Library 

 112 East Main Street 

 P.O. Box 277 

 Knoxville, PA 16928 

 814-326-4448 

 www.knoxvillepubliclibrary.com 

Some additional photos of the Knoxville Layout. 
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Roger Murphy’s “NYC’s Weehawken Terminal – Chapter 2” 

 
Roger shared his beginning modeling of the Weehawken Terminal back in the 2nd Qtr. 2015 issue.  
Now he returns to bring us how he modeled the Hudson River for his layout.  (3Qtr 2016 issue.) 

 
 

Dave Mackay Tells Us About Developing a Model for the 
NYCSHS 

 
 

 

Dave tells us that his quest for a 
unique model for the NYCSHS began 
when he was in the sixth grade. 

He continues to take us with him to 
find all of things required to turn a 
dream into an accurate, finely detailed 
model of this tower. 

His efforts were extremely successful 
as the NYCSHS offers the model of 
“Lines East Brick Tower” in the 
Collinwood Shop. 
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Keith Taylor Has A Very Unique Model of a NYC Hudson 

 
Keith has a live steam model built by Harry Hansen of Lyndhurst, NJ in 1947. He shares the story of 
how he came to own it in our next edition. 

Seth Lakin Explores the Identity of a NYC Tank Car 
 

 
The NYCSHS is exploring the possibility of offering a model of these unique NYC tank cars used 
primarily for the transportation and storage of diesel fuel in the days when the NYC was fast 
replacing all of their steam locomotives with the new diesels.  There were only 50 of these cars used 
by the NYCS.  Seth Lakin looks at the history of these cars and asked about interest by members in a 
model of the car. 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
 
Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

Tom Gerbracht Shares Videos of his 2-Rail Know Thy Hudsons Layout 

 
Tom Gerbracht’s new NYCSHS book, Know Thy Hudsons is selling out very quickly.  To help 
promote the book, Tom sent us three videos of his beautiful NYC 2-rail layout.  Be sure to take a 
look at these videos found in the “Modeling Videos” section of the NYCSHS website. Don’t miss out 
on all of the other member’s videos found there.  Click Here to View Members Model Videos 
 
But most importantly don’t miss out on Tom’s new book.  You can purchase this detailed and 
informative book on all of the NYCS Hudson locomotives in the Collinwood Shop. 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                   

These ads and posters were used by the NYC to let people know about their excellent service to 
passengers. Many manufacturers of railroad equipment also used the NYC in their ads during this 
time period. These two 20th Century Limited posters relate to Dave Stapin’s fine article in this issue. 

    

 These two ads are from the Mike Vescelus Collection taken from Four Track News. They advertise 
the 20th Century Limited in another era. 
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I will continue this section to show what is now available in the Collinwood Shop.  Click 
here to go to the store.  You can see that we have added a large number of new models since 
the last issue. There are also still a few of your favorites left from those we listed before. 
Watch for upcoming new models. 

N-Scale 

Bluford Shops 36’ USRA 2-Bay Hoppers 

NYC & CCC&StL 

   

Bluford Shops 3-Bay B&A Offset Side Hopper 

B&A & P&LE 

 

Click Here to Order 

 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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NYC Marine Division Equipment 

 

One of the many marine HO- & O-scale models available in 
the Collinwood Shop. 

Click Here to Order 

Rapido N-Scale  NYC 73'6" Baggage/Express Car 

 

 

Click Here to Order 
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The N Scale Architect 
B&A SS 65 Tower 

 

 

HO- & N- Scale             
Click Here to Order                              

The N Scale Architect 
NYC Lines East Brick 

Tower 
 

 
HO- & N- Scale 

Click Here to Order 
 

Rail Graphics HO-Scale NYC Bay Window Caboose Decals 

 
These decals have been produced by Rail Graphs to NYCSHS specifications to letter 
bay window caboose kits and are available for purchase as separate items here in the 

store.  One set will letter and number two cabooses. 
MSRP $5.00 each. Non-members $4.50  NYCSHS Members $3.50 and that is a 25% 

discount. Free shipping but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
 

Click Here to Order 
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HO-Scale 
Accurail P&LE (NYC) 55-Ton Panel Side Hoppers 

 

  

 
Gothic or Roman Lettering 

 
Click Here to Order 

Rapido HO-Scale NYC ALCo FA-2s 

 
 

Rapido HO-Scale NYC RDCs 
 

 
 

Click Here to Order 
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O-Scale 
 

MTH Railking O-Gauge FM 10-44 

	

 
MTH Premier ALCo S-2 Diesel Switcher 

	

 
And Many More MTH Locomotives and 

Rolling Stock 

Click Here to Order 
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BLI HO-Scale NYC Baldwin RF-16 Sharknose 
A/B Set – A-Unit or B-Unit 
(Lightning Stripes) Sound/DC/DCC	

	

	
Click Here to Order 

Atlas N-Scale BLW NYC VO-1000 (DC or 
DCC)	

 
Lots of other Atlas N-Scale Locos and Rolling Stock 

also Available 

Click Here to Order 
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Walthers Tugboat 

 

Models for the NYC Marine Division Click Here 

MTH Premier NYC 40' USRA Single Sheathed Boxcar	
	

 

You will find lots of other Atlas O-Scale Locos and 
Rolling Stock Here Too. 

Click Here to Order 
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives 
(DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

 
Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 

 
Now Available for the First Time in a Digital Version 

 
This DVD provides a complete reference volume for all of the diesel locomotives owned and 
operated by the NYCS until February 1968, the effective date of the Penn Central merger.  It 
contains diagrams, photos, complete rosters, and related material on each of these 
locomotives.  It is an invaluable reference for historians, modelers, and fans.  Now in digital 
form allowing the owner to view all of the information about these locomotives on a 
computer and allows the downloading of important reference material about each 
locomotive. 
 
MSRP $35.00  NYCSHS Members' Price $27.00 and that is 20% 
off MSRP. 

 
Shipping is free and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Click Here to Order 
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NYCSHS 2016 Convention T-Shirts 

 

  
 

This T-shirt commemorates the NYCS’s many years arriving and departing from Chicago with some of its most 
famous trains.  It also commemorates the first ever NYCSHS convention in the "Windy City" where much of 
the NYCS history took place. The graphic on the back showing several NYCS locomotives ready to depart from 
Chicago is from one of the many NYCS posters used by the company to attract passengers to its famous trains. 
The NYCSHS logo is emblazoned on the front to remind everyone of our great Society.  This shirt is black and 
100% cotton and can be ordered in Sizes S - XXXL.   

Retail price is $19.00 and NYCSHS members' price is $15.00. For sizes XXL & XXXL add $2.00. 
Shipping is free but Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Click Here to Order 
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NYCSHS Exclusive Models 

    

HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
(TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 
True Line Trains just informed us that these are the next models they will produce. They 
now expect to make them available sometime in 2016. You can always see the latest status 
of these models and all of the models we are offering by going to our website and looking 
under the “Modeling Resources” tab and the pull-down menu there to “Model Shipping 
Schedule”.  http://nycshs.org/model-shipping-schedule/ 
 

TrainMaster LLC HO-Scale NYC Section House Kit 

 

This section house was the mainstay of track maintenance for many decades on railroads. 
The NYC placed their unique structures every few miles on the right of way so crews had 
ready access to tools and supplies. Also, a speeder was stored there so the track gang 
could move easily up and down their assigned stretch of track.  This is an exclusive 
NYCSHS model.             

Click Here to Order 
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Walthers HO-Scale Budd Passenger Cars 
 

 
 

We have made an arrangement with Walthers to become one of their dealers.  You can expect to see 
many more NYC models from them in our store. 

 
 

Click Here to Order 
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Some more thoughts from Noel 
This month NYCSHS President, Rich Stoving, in addition to writing his editorial made a visit to a 
“Small Pennsylvania Town” and captured the wonderful work of some very dedicated people who 
live in Knoxville, PA. He shares the model railroad they constructed in an article on page 74. We 
want to be sure that all of you who live somewhere in the area of Knoxville take the time to stop by 
the library and take a look, and that you try to show up on Saturday, May 14 at 10:00 a.m.  

His article got me thinking about all the different ways that we model railroaders enjoy our hobby.  
For example if you look at their WAG and NYC railroad it really consists of pretty simple model 
railroad.  But that is fine for what they needed for the library. Most of the effort went into replicating 
many of the buildings in the town to make it feel real. 

The other day I received one of the many emails I receive every day from members.  This member 
wrote to tell me about the non-prototypical details on one of the NYC models we were offering in the 
store.  For him, it was necessary for everything on the model to be an exact replica of the real 
locomotive.  That is what makes him enjoy the hobby. 

One of our directors spends many of his weekends engaged in “operating” model railroads in his 
area and he gets his model railroading only that way. Another enjoys the hobby by collecting O-
gauge models and displaying them on many shelves and tables in his train room. 

We have members who model in Large-scale, O-gauge/scale, S-, HO-, N- and Z-scales.  We also have 
a few that model in larger scales outdoors and in live steam. We have a pretty good division among 
steam, diesel and electric locos, fright, passenger or work rolling stock and eras from the late 1800s 
up to and including Penn Central, Conrail, Amtrak and other modern railroads. My point is that 
there are many ways to enjoy the hobby.  We even have many members who want nothing to do 
with model railroading. 

The NYCSHS directors and the members of the NYCSHS Modeling Committee continue to find ways 
to support our members however they worship the NYCS. But this magazine is dedicated to NYC 
modelers and we hope that each of us who model the NYCS remember to keep an open mind about 
“Model Railroading” and don’t let our way become the only way in our minds. 

We will continue to focus our attention on Model Railroading by remembering our mission. “The 
mission of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate the legacy of the New York Central System by acquiring and 
preserving it history, traditions, documents, and artifacts; and by disseminating accurate information 
and products consistent with good stewardship.” 

So when you see our MailChimp emails advertising some of the many models we offer in the store, 
keep in mind that each one has been selected to provide the most accurate model we can find 
available.  Also remember that it might not be 100% prototypically correct, but it is as close as we can 
find. 

We have done two NYC modeling surveys over the past three years and are about to do another.  
When you see the Survey Monkey email be sure to take the time to fill it out.  We review the results 
and try to do our best to support the ideas you give us in the surveys.  

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts and suggestions to 

NYCBigFour@verizon.net             Noel 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net. 

As we head into the spring modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 3rd Qtr. 2016 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as we head into spring. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by May 15, 2016.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Do you love the NYC? How about helping the 
NYCSHS preserve the memory.  Do your part. 

   Preview Of 3rd 
Quarter 2016 issue 

 

David Howarth’s US 
Hobbies 0-8-0 awaits the 
completion of David’s O-

scale layout down in 
Australia. 

Our modeling committee member, 
Dave Mackay, has an article in the 

next edition. 

We are anticipating Bob Shaw’s next 
article as he continues to build his 

NYC empire in O-scale. 
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Always looking for 
good articles and 
photos for  the 3rd 

Qtr. 2016 edition. Let 
us see your 
handiwork. 




