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Dave Wheeler Models the NYC in 
Very Large Scale 

 

Dave Wheeler’s son Dave, Jr. is the engineer on 
Dave’s 1-1/2 -Scale GP-7. Read about how he got 
into all of this.   Page 56. 

Visit Dave Gallaway’s Saranac 
Branch of the NYC 

 

Dave Gallaway tore down his old layout and built 
a new one modeling the Saranac Branch. Page 76. 

Cover photo is Hitomi Okuno’s layout. 

 

 

3 rd Quarter 2015 
Volume 5  Number 3 NYCSHS Modeler’s E-zine 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing  information  about  modeling  of  the  railroad   in  
all   scales.   This   issue   features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC-‐‑related   models   and  
layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  help  members  improve  their  ability  to  model  
the  New  York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  Contact  us  about  doing  an  article  for  
us.  mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical   Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four  
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed    

Central  Headlight,   the   official  
publication   of   the  NYCSHS.  
The  Central  Headlight   is  only  
available   to   members,   and  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information   each   quarter.  
From   steam   to   diesel   (and  
electric),   from   freight   to  
passenger,   from   branchline  
to   mainline,   the   Central  
Headlight   covers   it   all.   Our  
Annual   Meetings   focus   on  
the   preservation   of   New  
York  Central  railroad  history  
with   informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  www.nycshs.net  
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The  NYCSHS  Modelers  Committee  
We  have  a  NYCSHS  Modelers  Committee  that  now  has  15  members.    We  meet  on  the  phone  about  
once  a  month  to  strategize  about  what  to  do  to  support  NYC  modeling  for  our  members.  
The   members   of   the   committee   are   Noel   Widdifield,   Ron   Parisi,   Brian   Marotta,   Dave   Mackay,  
Ralph  Schiring,  Jeff  English,  Dave  Staplin,  Paul  Pickard,  Lawrence  Faulkner,  Manuel  Duran-‐‑Duran,  
Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  Larry  Grant,  and  Rich  Stoving.    
We  have  released  over  50  models  at  up  to  20%  off  MSRP  to  our  members  and  have  sold  over  1000  
models  and  taken  pre-‐‑orders  for  another  1000.    We  have  released  several  HO-‐‑scale  models,  one  N-‐‑
scale  model,   and  are   in   the  process  of   finding  more  HO-‐‑,  N-‐‑,  S-‐‑,  and  even  O–scale  models   to  be  
released   in   coming  months.     Watch   our  website   and   “Collinwood   Shop”   online   store   for   more  
information.    Website:  NYCSHS.org  and  Collinwood  Shop:  NYCSHS.net  
We  have  released  15  new  NYC  models  over  the  last  year,  but  if  you  have  some  ideas  for  us,  contact  
us  at  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
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The Almighty, the Good Book tells us, 
created the Heavens and the Earth in just six 
days.  It took me a lot longer to create my 
HO-scale model of a New York Central H-5q 
Mikado. 

Readers of the most recent issue of Central 
Headlight may have recognized my 
admiration for New York Central’s most 
populous but largely unsung locomotives, 
and in the article that I wrote about them, I 
mentioned briefly that 45 years ago I set out 
to add one to my roster of HO-scale 
locomotives.  Space did not allow me to 
dwell on the project, nor does it here, but I 
thought that a few words about it and about 
the act of creation might be appropriate in 
this issue of NYCentral Modeler. 

What got me going those many years ago 
was the realization that at 3.5 mm to the foot, 
one-inch brass tubing was only 2-3/8-scale 
inches too large in diameter for an H-5’s 84-
5/8” diameter smokebox, and that the boiler 
diameter remained fairly constant all the way 
back to the firebox.  My next discovery was 
that the diameter of the boiler rearward of 
the dome of a Bowser K-11 Pacific was also 
about one inch.  I figured that if I could 
marry a length of the tubing to a cut-off 
section of a K-11 boiler/cab casting, I’d be 
well on my way toward having my H-5. 

And so my H-5 project began.  I met the 
challenges of joining brass to a Zamac 
casting, making my own rivet-embossing 
machine, fabricating unavailable parts, 
adding brass castings and piping, revamping 
an old brass tender, fitting the superstructure 
to a junked Penn Line PRR L-1 frame, and so 
on.  If you really want to know the details, I 
recounted them in a three-part series that 
appeared in the April, May, and June 1980 
issues of Railroad Model Craftsman.  There 
were times when my frustrations with the 
project reached our dinner table, and our 

oldest daughter Elisabeth, who was then 
learning the alphabet by watching Sesame 
Street, once actually recited, “A-B-C-D-E-F-G-
H-5”!   

 
Rich’s H-5 as it looked nearing completion and 
before painting about 42 years ago. 

Work on my Mike was limited to an 
occasional evening hour, so it was three years 
before the final coat of flat finish sealed in the 
decals.  My own first work of creation was 
complete. 

My H-5 still works local freight on my 
layout, although in time I quieted her down 
with a NWSL gearbox and a can motor.  
Also, after many years of operation, the axle 
slots in the old Zamac frame had worn so 
much that the loco developed a pronounced 
waddle and pounded badly under load, but 
only a couple of months ago I came up with a 
very simple solution to worn axle slots, and 
she is now a smooth-running performer.  If 
you have an old cast-frame loco with 
unsprung drivers that has developed a 
similar problem, contact me, and I’ll describe 
my 15-minute fix. stoving@ptd.net 

In this age of ready-to-run and shake-the-
box, it is very rewarding to engage in the joys 
of creation.  The pages of this magazine 
clearly demonstrate that many New York 
Central modelers have made this discovery.  
Let’s keep it up!  

Creation 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President  
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Working a Harmon-Poughkeepsie local recently, 
H-5q 1339 sets out a boxcar at the Camp Smith 
siding west of Peekskill on Rich’s layout.

 
  

   
If you are not a member, join today. 

http://www.NYCSHS.org 

We Are Going To Miss You 

 

There are still many of you who have not 
renewed your membership for 2015.  If you 
haven’t we have had to remove your membership 
status in the Collinwood Shop.  We have not sent 
you the latest editions of the Central Headlight 
and you will miss out on all of the other benefits 
of membership. 

We have many new features planned for the year, 
and we hate to have you miss out on thos,e too. 

Renew now by clicking here. 

NYCSHS Photos That Will Soon be 
Available from the NYCSHS Archive 
 

 

 
Two of the photos used to produce the logo for 
the 2014 NYCSHS Cleveland Convention Logo. 

Creation (Continued) 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President  
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As we wind down from the 2015 Convention, I 
can’t help but think about all of the models we 
have introduced over the past year.  We sold a 
bunch of them at the Convention and continue to 
sell them in the Collinwood Shop. 

We are about to start a major effort to find a 
manufacturer for some of the more numerous but 
largely unproduced NYC steam locos.  We have 
made initial contacts with two major 
manufacturers and they both indicated last year 
they were interested in working with us. We will 
see. 

The most important thing now is to understand 
how many of you will be interested in buying one 
or more of the H-5s, so we need for you to send me 
an email telling me if you are interested. If we can’t 
tell them that they can sell a large number of them, 
we will never get this off the ground. 

In the near future, we plan to send out another 
survey on modeling to better understand how we 
are doing and where we should be going with the 
NYC models activity. Watch for it and answer it 
for us. 

Continue to stay tuned for new model offerings 
and be sure to take a look at the Collinwood Shop 
and buy some models.  You save money and 
support the Society by doing that. 

Have a wonderful NYCS modeling summer. 

Don’t forget to send me your articles, comments, 
and/or corrections. NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z, S, N, HO, O, 
1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in 
all scales but could use more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@ptd.net                    NYCSHS  Books:  NYCSHS  Book  Collection  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                                  NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield:  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht:  trg6000@roadrunner.com                      NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay:  mackdave@optimum.net  

  

From the Cab  
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Gordon Peterson             The Port of New York and New Jersey Railroad          Page 29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tom Bailey                         Kitbashing a NYC H-5 Mikado in HO-Scale          Page 36 
 

 
Tom is a retired USAF officer and a long-time NYCSHS member.  His previous articles for us 
include several kitbashing projects and his layout has been featured here and in a two-part 
article in Model Railroad Craftsman.  His “stuff”, as he calls it, was also featured in the 
NYCSHS Central Headlight in 2006, 2008 and he has an article and a model photo in the latest 
issue of the Central Headlight. 
 
Dave Wheeler        Fond Memories & Building My Favorite NYC Diesel         Page 56 

 
dealing with the electric generating (power plants) and water & waste water industries. 
 
He has two adult children, a daughter Laura, and a son, Dave Jr., and five grandchildren. 
His grandfather was a locomotive engineer for the New York Central System for 47 years, 
lived in Jackson MI, working the Michigan Central. He and his father spent many a pleasant 
Sunday along the railroad, being taught jobs, trades and issues of and for the railroad. His 
father taught him to respect the NYCS before all other roads. 
 
 

Gordon I. Peterson, a retired Navy captain, resides in Springfield, VA. He 
served as a naval aviator and public affairs specialist in the Navy for 30 years. 
Most recently, he served as U.S. Senator Jim Webb’s military legislative 
assistant. His illustrated articles on the Port of New York & New Jersey 
Railroad have appeared in Classic Toy Trains magazine.  Many of Gordon’s 
photos have appeared in the NYCentral Modeler over the years, but this is the 
first time that Gordon has written and article just for us.  
  

This is Tom’s fourth article for us and he has agreed to continue to provide 
us articles on some of his many model construction or kitbashing projects.   

Tom has been a railroad fan since he was three.  He currently has a 12’ X 
20’ HO-scale layout that features a fictional NYC secondary line and the 
Lake Shore Electric interurban railway. 

Dave grew up in Ypsilanti, MI, and have lived there all of his life with the 
exception of the last five years. His wife, Mary, (of 48 years) and he now 
live in Ann Arbor. He is an electrical engineer, with a specialty in electrical 
power and controls. He has been retired for almost five years. He owned 
simultaneously, three	  corporations, all of which were contracting firms 



	  

	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2015 8	  

Dan Seligmann                    Creating Drawings for Tower 65 in Chatham, NY    Page 66 

 

He now lives on Long Island, NY, in the shadow of the Long Island Railroad. He is active 
with the Boy Scouts with his sons enjoys hiking, biking, backpacking and high adventure 
trips.  

 
He spends summers in upstate NY along the Upper Harlem Division in Copake Falls, 
Millerton and Hillsdale, NY, solidifying his love for the Harlem and the New York Central 
in the twilight of the division. He was given a Rapido N-scale train set by his father starting 
his model railroading hobby. He has had several small layouts over the years. Due to family 
commitments he is currently an armchair modeler collecting N-scale locomotives and rolling 
stock for a future layout based on the upper Harlem division.	  
 
Hitomi Okuno                                                      Kitbashing a NYC Style Tugboat    Page 69 

 

Hitomi has been the CEO of an architectural design firm and consulted for a Japanese model 
railroad magazine and for a Japanese importer, Erie Limited. 
 
He received his first NYC diesel roster book from NYCSHS in 1975. His present HO-scale 
NYC layout was started in 2003 and was featured in the March 2008 issue of Model 
Railroader. His NYC layout is set at the end of the era, 1967. Almost every year, he visits the 
US for train watching and model railroad conventions. He has visited Breakneck Ridge 
along former NYC main Line, Hudson River. And he has also visited Elkhart and Madina 
NYC museums to see the gorgeous E8s. He has also eaten lunch at Ann Arbor and Cold 
Spring restaurants, which are former NYC stations. 
 
He says, “New York Central has been gone for long time ago, but it still stays in my heart 
forever. Viva NYC !!!” 
 
 
 

Dan was born and raised in Brooklyn, NY, graduating with a degree in 
Civil Engineering from Pratt Institute. After working for a Geotechnical 
Consultant for seven years as a Professional Engineer he went over to the 
"Dark" side and has worked for a variety of heavy civil contractors, 
currently as project manager for a national marine construction company.	  

Hitomi Okuno, 65, lives with his wife in Tokyo and has been 
NYCSHS member for many years. He has been interested in 
NYC and HO-scale modeling since childhood, now more than 55 
years. He and his wife, Hiroko, have three grown children.  
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David Gallaway            A Visit to the Saranac Branch of the NYC Railroad      Page 76 

 
International Treasury Department in Sydney, he also worked in the bank’s offices in Hong 
Kong, London, and New York. It was while working in the New York office that his interest 
in the New York Central started. 
 
The big benefit of retirement means more time to focus on the layout and its completion, not 
that he’s in a hurry. “I’m just enjoying the journey”, he says. Retirement also means time can 
be allocated to his others interests including travelling to other countries around the world, 
working out at the gym, and catching up on all those chores around the house that have 
been left on hold for a number of years! 
 
 
 

David Howarth                A Visit to the Saranac Branch of the NYC Railroad    Page 87 

 
 
Information Group. He tells us that he is taking a short break from writing so that he can 
spend more time building his railroad empire. But, he promises to continue his series on his 
layout after making some more progress in the getting it finished. Seth Lakin               
 
Seth Lakin        Modeling a Grain Transfer Elevator and Grain Truck          Page 96 

 
 
 

This is David’s forth part of a multi-part series on his designing and 
constructing a layout of the West Shore in Australia.  David is a 
long-time NYCSHS member and is very active in the Australasian 
Region of the NMRA.  His layout is in 1/48-scale, and he even built 
a new building to house the layout.  His passion for the NYCS 
comes from his interest in rail-marine interface centered on the New 
York harbor area.  He is also a long-time member of the Rail-Marine 	  

David Gallaway lives in Sydney, Australia, with his wife of 40 
years, Debra. He has two grown daughters, Krystle and Lauren. 
Dave recently retired after 46 years with Australia’s largest bank. 
While the majority of those years were spent in the bank’s  

	  

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's Water 
Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. However his 
earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains but of diesels of the late 
1970s and early 1980s Conrail.  This is Seth’s third article for us and, he 
shows us how to model a grain transfer device and a grain truck. Seth is on 
the NYCSHS Model Committee and is a prolific modeler.	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2015 10	  
	  

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Bachmann 

 

NYC 50’ Plug Door Boxcar 

Features: 

Metal wheels, detailed underframe with separate 
brake rigging and body mounted E-Z Mate®Mark II 
couplers. 

MSRP $34.00                   Expected Delivery Now 

Broadway Limited 

 

NYC, B&A & P&E Steel Boxcars (4-Car Sets) & 
NYC Single cars 

Features: 

Detailed with precision paint color and lettering 
scheme.  Separately applied details including hand 
rails. Detailed underbody and brake system.  Micro 
Trains or compatible couplers. Come with 
corrugated or dreadnaught ends and Gothic or 
Roman lettering. (Minimum operating radius 9.75 
inches.) 

MSRP $99.99 (4-Car Sets) $29.95 (Single Cars) 
Expected Delivery Late 2015  

These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at 
20% off for members. www.nycshs.net 

 

 

Micro-Trains 

 
NYC Pullman Heavyweight Diner 

Features: 

Die-cast metal underframes, ultra-thin foot 
stirrups, windows and operating doors and 
hatches. Six-wheel Commonwealth Equalizer 
Passenger trucks with 36” wheels. Magne-Matic® 
couplers. 

Two-tone paint scheme with stenciled lettering. 

MSRP $31.80                  Expected Delivery Now 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Broadway Limited 

 
NYC Commodore Vanderbilt Hudson 

Paragon 3 Sound/DC/DCC 

Features: 

Paragon3 sound & operation system, engineer/ 
fireman figures, synchronized puffing smoke with 
each chuff, die cast body, and tender, operating 
Kadee or compatible couplers,  code 70, 83, 100 rail, 
equipped with traction tires and minimum 
operating radius of 18 in or greater. 
 
MRSP$ $449.99  Expected Delivery Spring 2016 
These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at 
20% off for members. Only a $25 deposit will reserve 
yours. 
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NYC EMD GP-20 

No Photo Available  

Paragon 3 Sound 

Features: 

Paragon3 sound & operation system, engineer 
/fireman figures, Kadee or compatible couplers, 
code 70, 83, 100 rail, traction tires, and a minimum 
operating radius of 18 in or greater. 

MSRP $329.99  Expected Delivery Spring 2016 

These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at 
20% off for members. Only a $25 deposit will reserve 
yours. 

RapidoTrains 

 

NYC RDC-1 (Phase 1B) DC or DCC (Multiple 
Road Numbers) 

Features: 

·  Accurate Phase 1 and Phase 2 details and fluting  
·  Correct Phase 1b, Phase 1c and Phase 2 roof     
blisters  
·  Full interior detail with constant lighting  
·  Two five-pole, skew-wound motors hidden in the 
actual engine bays  
·  Crazy amount of underbody detail  
·  Separate underframe piping and conduit  
·  Lit number boards and class lights  
·  Optional working front door Mars light, if 
appropriate  
·  Fabricated or cast truck sideframes, as 
appropriate  
·  All wheels powered  
·  Separate grab irons and front door chains  
·  Etched-metal roof grills and fan covers  
·  Wrap-around nose fluting  
·  Separate diaphragms  
·  DC Silent or DC/DCC/Sound 

MSRP $225.00 DC, $325.00 DCC  
Expected Delivery Jan 2016 

Kato 

 

NYC EMD GP-35 

Features: 

DCC Friendly mechanism with a standard 8-pin 
plug for easy decoder installation, directional 
headlights, five-pole motor with dual brass 
flywheels, all wheel electrical pickup from 
blackened metal wheels, and consumer applied 
detail parts such as truck brake cylinders, MU 
hoses, and grab irons. 

MSRP $145.00 DC,  $200.00 DCC                 
Expected Delivery Now 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Hornby Rivarossi 

 

60’ NYC Coach 

 

60’ NYC Coach 
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60’ NYC Baggage 

 

60’ NYC RPO 

Features: 

Pullman green with Dulux lettering, knuckle 
couplers, complete interiors, factory installed 
grabirons and metal wheels. 

MSRP $42.99                      Expected Delivery Now 

Although these cars are well done, there were no 
60’ passenger cars on the NYCS. 

Walthers 

 

NYC 85’ Pullman-Standard 56 Seat Coach 

Features: 

Accurate window tinting, painted window 
frames, factory installed and painted steel grab 
irons, car name and number decals, metal 36” 
wheels and Proto Max ™ metal knuckle couplers.  
(Require minimum of 24” radius curves) 

MSRP  $69.98     Expected Delivery Summer 2015 

 

NYC Budd Large-Window Coach 

 

NYC Budd Baggage-Lounge 

 

NYC Budd 10-6 Sleeper 

 

NYC Budd Diner 

Features: 

Operates on 18" radius curves, correct prototype 85' 
length, tinted window glass, detailed body, full 
interior, 36" turned metal wheelsets, and Proto 
MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers. Exterior detail 
and interior lighting kits available separately. 

 

MSRP $34.98               Expected Delivery Now 
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NYC 40’ Boxcar 

Features: 

Limited edition-one-time run, Dreadnaught ends, 
see-through running boards, 6’ Youngstown doors, 
Murphy roof panel, 10’6” interior height, 33” 
turned-metal wheel sets and Proto Max TM metal 
knuckle couplers. 

MSRP $24.95                   Expected Delivery Now 

 

Bachmann Trains 

 

NYC 52’ flatcar with NYC Pacemaker 35‘ Trailer 

Features: 
Blackened metal wheels, body mounted couplers, 
non-magnetic axles, moveable ramps and a realistic 
trailer. 
MSRP $49.00                    Expected Delivery Now 

 
Accurail 

 

NYC 89’ Open Auto Racks (Tri-Level and 
Bi-Level) 

Features: 

Ready-to-run with metal wheels, Accumate 
Magnetic couplers, and two road numbers. 

MSRP $21.98           Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr. 2015 

Although these cars look very nice, they only faintly 
resemble the tri-level and bi-level cars used on the NYC. 
They are not prototypical for the NYCS. 

 

NYC/Merchants Despatch Dairy Wooden Reefer 

Features: 

Ready-to-run with metal wheels & Accumate 
Magnetic couplers and two road numbers. 

MSRP $17.98  Expected Delivery Late 2015 

This model’s lettering represents lettering before the 
introduction of the S-prefix. Other than the 1920 
reweigh date, the scheme is correct for 1914-1923.  Lot 
304-R was built at E Rochester in 1913 with NYC&HR 
marks; changed to NYC in 1914; finally to MDT in 
1923 with a change of numbers. It appears to be an ACF 
type 3 car of the late 1920s and very different from a 
1913 MDT design. 
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Wright Trak 

 

NYC Bay Window Caboose Kit 

Features: 

Detailed molded resin parts with brass detail parts. 
Kits include trucks but do not come with wheels or 
couplers so builder can provide their choice of 
each.  These are unpainted and do not include 
decals. 

MSRP $54.95               Expected Delivery July 2015 

These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at 
20% off for members. Decals are available through the 
store or from Micro Scale.  The NYCSHS is also offering 
a service for the construction of these kits.  See the 
NYCSHS Collinwood Shop for details.  www.nycshs.net 

O-Scale Locomotives 

MTH 

 

NYC RS-3 

 

Features: 

ABS body, die-cast trucks, metal chassis, handrails 
& horn, 2 engineer figures, metal wheels, axles and 
gears, remote controlled couplers, Proto-Sound and 
operates on O-27 curves. 

MSRP $319.95    Expected Delivery Dec. 2015 

These are available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop at 
20% off for members. www.nycshs.net 

 

NYC & HRR 4-4-0 Empire State Express Loco (Hi-
Rail or Scale Wheels) 

Features: 

• Detailed, Die-Cast Boiler and Chassis 
• Detailed, Die-Cast Tender Body 
•  Real Tender Coal Load 
•  Die-Cast Locomotive Trucks 
• Engineer and Fireman Figures 
•  Metal handrails, whistle and bell 
•  Metal Wheels and Axles 
•  Remote Controlled Proto-Coupler 
•  O-Scale Kadee-Compatible Coupler 
Mounting Pads 
•  Powerful Precision Flywheel-Equipped 
Motor 
•  Synchronized Puffing ProtoSmoke System 
•  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 
Increments 
•  Wireless Drawbar 
•  1:48 Scale Dimensions 
•  Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
•  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion 
Capable  
•  Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 
System Featuring: Quillable Whistle With 
Passenger Station Proto-Effects 

 

MSRP $799.95 Expected Delivery Oct. 2015 
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O-Scale Rolling Stock 

MTH 

 

NYC Gondola with Junk Load 

Features: 

• Detailed, Durable ABS Body 

•  Metal Wheels and Axles 

•  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 

•  Detailed 6-Wheel Trucks 

•  Needle-Point Axles 

•  (2) Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 

•  Detailed Brake Wheel 

•  Removable Junk Load 

•  Near-Scale Proportions  

•  Unit Measures:11 7/8" x 2 3/16" x 1 11/16"  

•  Operates On O-27 Curves 

MSRP $49.95  Expected Delivery Oct 2015 

Announcements 

Fox Valley Models                   

Fox Valley Models announced that it has become 
the new home for Red Caboose N-scale rolling 
stock and parts. They will continue to offer the 
standard line of products and are bringing couplers 
back into production. 

They plan to start regular releases in the fall.  All 
cars will have up-to-date paint and lettering, 
knuckle couplers, and metal wheels. Watch for 
future announcements.	   

 

Magazines 

 

Classic Trains Summer 2015 

“Low Water, Close Call” pp 32 – 37 

 By Richard F. Borsos 

NYCSHS’s own Richard Borsos tells a tale set on 
March 3, 1951, when he was the fireman on an H-
10b Mikado on a train out of Niles, MI, to Joliet, IL. 
The tale is about an exciting fix by Richard while 
underway after noticing an almost empty boiler. 
He tells us, “Below me the ground was rushing 
past at about 40 mph and the low-water alarm was 
screeching above my head.”  

You will need to read the story to know the details 
of this breathtaking adventure by Richard. 

There are several great photos of H-10 Mikados 
included in the article. 

“The Last FA” pp 79 – 81 

By J. R. Morton 

This article is told by J. R. Morton who in the fall of 
1970 was Road Foreman of Engines on the 
Mohawk Division of the 2 ½ year old Penn Central.  
In the article he describes how he got to make the 
last run of a New York Central “ten-hundred” FA. 
It also has a photo of #1302 by Jeremy Plant, one of 
our NYCSHS members. 

Weaver Models Closes Its Doors (Just In) 
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The Following Announcements were in June 2015 Model Railroad Magazines 

	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

Railroad Model Craftsman   Model Railroad News 

  

    

	  

Model Videos & Photos on the 
NYCSHS Website 

We have posted a number of videos and 
photos on the NYCSHS website. These 
include videos and photos from NYCSHS 
members and the NYCSHS Modelers 
Committee.  
 
Go to the “Modeling Resources” button on 
the front page of the website, and click on 
“Modeling Videos” to see those. 
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-
videos/ 
 

To see the photos click on the “Modeling 
Photos of NYCS Models and Layouts”. 
http://nycshs.org/for-the-
modeler/modeling-photos-of-nycs-
models-and-layouts/ 
To see the photos of the committee 
members slide right to “NYCSHS 
Modelers Committee NYCS Modeling 
Photos” for some of the great modeling 
by the committee members. 
http://nycshs.org/for-the-
modeler/modeling-photos-of-nycs-
models-and-layouts/nycshs-modelers-
committee-nycs-modeling-photos/ 
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Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS. 
The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

The time for pre-order is almost gone.  If you want one or several of these, you 
must act now!! 

Send an email with your name, address, phone number, and email address to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Noel: 
 
I checked out the latest e-
mag.  Amazing!  How in the world do you 
do it?  But as with everything, two 
comments: 
 
First, I suggest you expand on the answer 
in response to the question where can one 
find NYC component rosters. As you 
know, the classic two volume Edson/Vail 
Steam Locomotives of the NYCS, may be the 
only source they can get something 
without a lot of research and maybe dumb 
luck, but the Edson/Vail books really only 
show which of the subsidiaries the 
locomotives were built for. Especially 
towards the end of steam, when 
locomotives were moved around so 
frequently, and sometimes for only a short 
time, it really doesn't 
work.  Examples:  my favorites, H-10 
Mikados were mostly built for the system, 
but at the end were mostly assigned to the 
B4 and MC.  Some of those built for both 
subsidiaries stayed on, but many moved 
back and forth.  As far as I can see, most of 
those built for the P&LE stayed there, but 
they got some others when L-2 Mohawks 
replaced the H-10s from the Line 
East.    By the final years of operation, 
assignments became chaotic.  Another:  the 
MC had no H-5s built or converted for 
them, either for US or Canadian 
operations, but ended the steam era with 
22 -- all in the US.  The CS kept a couple of 
G-6 consolidations to the end of steam. 
 
So far as I can see, the only truly 
authoritative source of who had what 
when is the monthly locomotive mileage 
and tire report published by the railroad 

Motive Power Department.  If the Society 
has a file of these buried somewhere in the 
archives, unearthing it and making copies 
available to the membership would be a 
significant scratch to an ongoing itch.  I 
have four, ranging from 1948 to 1952 
(courtesy of the late Ray Curl), and a fifth, 
for April 1955, was summarized in the 
February 1956 issue of Railroad Magazine.  I 
presume these are the source for the 
retirement dates cited in the Edson/Vail 
books, which means that they existed 
somewhere during the preparation. 
 
Second, I fussed about the format of the 
NYC Modeler sometime before, and after 
96 pages in the recent edition, I still think 
it is intensely user-unfriendly.  Maybe if I 
had my desktop iMac arranged with a 
vertical screen it would be OK, but with a 
horizontal screen it's not.  And smaller 
handheld devices can go vertical but the 
print and illustration details are too small 
for my ancient eyes.  I can't think of any 
viable alternatives to suggest, so I'm no 
help there.  Unfortunately, as it is, I'm 
missing a lot of useful information because 
it is harder to find than I'm willing to try, 
and I don't think I'm the only one. 
 
Whining aside, I have only two distant 
projects for possible articles, so I'll 
probably not be of much help there.  After 
reading your recent inputs, my past efforts 
read like they were written on stone 
tablets in the midst of a severe hangover, 
so not much is lost.  To the degree that I 
can offer some editorial assistance, you 
still carry my name as an assistant editor 
and I'm more than willing to help if you 
need it. 
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Again, I am in awe at the quality and 
depth of material you offer in the quarterly 
NYC Modeler.  Your efforts for the emag 
and Modelers Committee and the 
Collinwood Shop and much more shows a 
commitment to the Society to which us 
ordinary people can only aspire.  I'm 
grateful for your multiple efforts and 
encourage you keep up the good work. 
 
Sincerely 
Tom Bailey  
NYCentral Modeler, Asst. Editor 
 
Tom, 
  
Thanks for the kind word about the 
magazine.  I continue to value you as the 
Assistant Editor and will use you even 
more in the future. 
 
As for format, you are one of the few vocal 
individuals who have offered suggestions 
about format for the magazine. While I 
value your suggestion, I plan to leave the 
magazine in the same format as the vast 
majority of our readers have been 
completely happy with it as is. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
  
I feel as though I should apologize to your 
readers for my article in the last issue on 
the conversion of a Bachman 4-4-0 into the 
NYC&HRR number 999.  You knew from 
previous communications that I collect 
and display only static models but to any 
modelers who were looking forward to 
building an operational model, I 
apologize.  I don't believe there is anything 

in the process that would preclude 
building a running model but it just wasn't 
my interest and I never gave it a second 
thought.  I should have at least 
acknowledged that it was display only and 
not have just ignored the whole concept. 
  
Thanks for a great magazine. 
  
Chuck Baldwin 

Chuck, 

Thanks for the update on your article. 

Dear Noel, 

 

Well I have gone to my local hobby stores 
and craft stores and purchased all the 
small bottles of green paint (mostly 
acrylics) that appear close to the NYC 
paint color "Evergreen" on my Glidden 
Paint Color Sample folder from 25+ years 
ago and a bottle of white for each of the 
brands of green to begin experimenting 
with creating a color similar to the NYC 
"Clearwater" on my Glidden Paint Sample 
folder.  Don't know if you recall that I tried 
to photograph the paint chips in natural 
light and e-mail them to you, but I could 
not get an accurate reproduction of the 
colors no matter what I tried.  Not sure 
when I'll get started but just wanted you to 
know that I didn't forget your challenge to 
me to work something out. 

 

Hope all is well, 

 

Tom Hiser 

NYCSHS Life Member L2885 
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Tom, 

Thanks for the update.  I believe that we 
have found the right combination and will 
be working to find a manufacturer for the 
building colors after we finish the 
Convention activities at the end of this 
month. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
We introduced the NYC building colors paint 
at the Convention and are planning to work to 
find a manufacturer to produce the paint. We 
produced 20 bottles and sold them all at the 
Convention. Look for an announcement 
sometime this year. 
 
 
Dave (Mackay), 
 
Received the Bowser HO VO-660 the other 
day.  Installed DCC with sound and runs 
great! 
 
However, there are a couple of missing 
items.  Specifically, the sprue with the 
front and rear end handrails that mount 
above the coupler release bars on each end 
are missing. 
 
What is the process for obtaining these 
items - through NYCSHS or do I contact 
Bowser directly? 
 
Thank you in advance for your attention to 
this matter. 
 
Dan Howard 
 
Dan, 
  
Please contact Bowser directly.  I will let 
them know, but we can’t be responsible 

for this sort of thing.  Bowser will take care 
of it for you. 
 
Thanks,  

Dave Mackay 

NYCSHS Director & Model Shipping 
Agent 

Please note that we receive the models 
packaged from the manufacturer and mail them 
out to customers.  We have been told by the 
manufacturers that all issues regarding the 
models should be directed back to them.   

Noel, 
The most recent release from Atlas of this 
model has me curious about the various 
paint schemes for this unit. 
 
I model mostly in N-scale, so I'll use those 
Atlas models as an example, but the same 
question should apply to their HO-models, 
too. 
 
The first release was this version with a 
black body and the lightning stripe: 
  

   
A subsequent release had an all-black 
body with a red herald on the side of the 
cab: 
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The most recent release, which the Society 
has for sale in HO, is a dark gray body 
with the lightning stripe: 
 
  

   
Incidentally, I've also seen one more 
version - not yet done by Atlas - of an all-
black body with a white sill stripe. 
 
My question, then, is if the dark gray body 
with the lightning stripe on this latest 
release is correct for this model? 
I thought that this scheme was used 
mainly on passenger locos, whereas 
freight locos usually had the black body 
with the lightning stripe. 
 
If you don't happen to know the answer, 
I'd appreciate if you could forward my 
inquiry to someone who might have the 
info. 
 
Thanks and Best regards, 
 
Joe Levitzky 
Joe, 
 They came in both gray and black 
lightning stripes. Here is a photo from a 
recent Central Headlight with a pair of them 
painted with both. 

 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel 
 
I just wanted to say how much I enjoy the 
NYCentral Modeler, for someone like 
myself (living in the UK and modelling the 
New York Central) it is invaluable, so 
much information, I am trying to read my 
way through all the online magazines that 
you and your team have put together. I 
would very much like to become a 
member, but can only see the (paper) form 
to fill out, I expect I have missed it, but if 
you could send me a link to joining it 
would be much appreciated. 
 
I have also started to build  (from the 
fantastic article and plans) the sub station, 
and have attached a couple part-build 
images for you to see the progress. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Alan Schofield 

Alan, 
  
We would very much enjoy having you as 
a member.  I have attached the form and 
you can print it out and mail it into us or, 
you can go to our online store at 

—14 —

 

ACROSS THE SYSTEM WITH JEREMY TAYLOR
RICHARD L. STOVING

One of the perks that I enjoy as editor of 
Central Headlight is to have the tempo-

rary custody of a collection of 512 negatives, 
exposed at many locations across the New 
York Central System by veteran NYCS em-
ployee and long-time NYCSHS member Jeremy 
Taylor.  I’ve looked at thousands of New York 
Central photographs over the years, but these 
images are several cuts above most.

Composition sets Jerry’s photos apart.  While 
there is almost always a train or a locomotive in 
each photo, there’s always much more.  Yard of-
fices, passenger stations, coaling facilities, fixed 
signals, towers, overpasses, standpipes, switch 
stands, and many other elements that made up 

the New York Central scene frequently appear.  
As editor, I have often looked to the Taylor Col-
lection for photos to illustrate articles.  In just 
the past two years, I’ve published over a dozen 
of Jerry’s photos in four different articles.

Following the success of the Walter Wilk 
photo feature that I ran in the third quarter 
2013 issue, I gave thought to running a similar 
tribute to Jerry’s work.  I asked Jerry to select 
some of his favorites, and he identified 39 of 
them.  Ultimately we selected 22 for publica-
tion, and they appear in this article.  All were 
taken during the exciting steam-to-diesel tran-
sition years.  A few have been published else-
where, but I think readers will agree that their 

Fairbanks-Morse road switchers 7006 and 7009 idle between runs outside the Selkirk, New York General Yard 
Office. (The latter, homely at best, is nevertheless an NYC trademark, replicated in other places – think Gardenville, 

Bellefontaine, and elsewhere.) The F-Ms, class DRS-7, builder’s designation H16-44, were in off a South Schenectady 
turn; the thirteen-member class also covered West Albany, Albany Port, and West Shore locals, plus outlying jobs at 

Kingston and Hudson, New York. 
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www.NYCSHS.net and register in the 
store and then buy a membership using 
PayPal or a credit card. If you have a 
problem doing this let me know. 
  
I am very impressed by your modeling 
efforts.  How about doing a story for our 
NYCentral Modeler about building the sub 
station or any of your other projects. 
  
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hello Richard (Stoving), 
  
I was just discussing some of Atlas’ recent 
HO-scale NYC offerings with Jim 
Benedict, and he suggested that I contact 
you. 
  
We want to be sure that the shade of 
Pacemaker Green on our upcoming RS-3 
models is correct.  He thought you might 
be able to help out, or perhaps know of 
someone on the modeling committee who 
could assist. 
  
Jim also expressed concern about our 
choice of applying a two-tone gray paint 
scheme to the H16-44 locomotive.  Color 
photos seem to show that some units were 
repainted in this scheme, but Jim believes 
that all were black for their entire 
career.  He attributes the grey appearance 
to weathering. 
  
If you have any information on the above, 
I would appreciate the assistance. 
  
Regards, 
  
Rob Pisani 
Atlas Model Railroad Co.	  

Rob, 
 Your H16-44s are painted correctly.  I 
have attached a photo of a pair in 
Lightning Stripes and on page 50 of 
Fairbanks-Morse Locomotives in Color  by Jim 
Boyd the text below a photo of another 
pair reads: “The 7002 wears the lightning 
stripe on a black carbody, while trailing 
7003 has the same paint scheme on a gray 
carbody.”(Both are H16-44s.) 
  
I will be back to you shortly on the 
“Pacemaker Green” info. 
 
Feel free to contact me on any future 
questions on models for the NYCS. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
Noel Widdifield 
NYCSHS Director 
Chair, NYCSHS Modeling Committee 

Rob, 
  
Pacemaker green is the NYC name for 
Pullman green.  There are several options 
for you. 
 
Humbrol:  #86 Matt Light Olive 
Scalecoat:  Pullman Green #10171, 72, 76 
 
For the NYC Greys 
True Color has them as NYC Light & Dark 
Greys. 
 

Thanks, Noel 

Hi Noel, 
  
Thank you for all of your replies.  
  
I should have been more clear and noted 
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that I’m looking for P&LE’s version of 
Pacemaker Green for a set of P&LE RS-3s 
we’ll be producing concurrent with the 
NYC units: 
http://www.atlasrr.com/HOLoco/hors3c
lassic8.htm 
 
We have produced P&LE green units 
before: 
http://www.atlasrr.com/Images/HOLoc
omotives/hogp7/1107/20000228_TQ.jpg 
  
http://www.atlasrr.com/Images/HOLoc
omotives/hos2s4/0507/10000037_TQ.jpg 
  
I don’t recall any complaints about the 
color we used in the past but was curious 
what the general consensus might be.  I 
have no problem matching this prior color; 
it might be preferred by some so all of 
their Atlas-produced units match.  We 
have a little time to hash this out. 
  
Regarding the H16-44s, I think it is too late 
for us to change the colors anyway (from 
two-tone grey to black as Jim suggested), 
but I’m still waiting for the factory to 
return from their Chinese New Year 
holiday break before I know for sure. 
  
Regards, 
  
Rob Pisani 

Rob, 
 I hope you read all of my emails.  The 
H16-44s were produced in both grey and 
black lightning strips.  The green should 
be Pullman green. 
  
We are very happy to provide photos, 
drawings and technical advice on any 
model of NYCS equipment you plan to 

develop.  Just contact me and give us some 
time and we can really be of help. 
 

Thanks, Noel 

 
Hi Noel, 
  
I didn’t mean to imply that the H16-44s 
should not be grey.  Only Jim is making 
that claim.  I should have noted that I 
already had a question into the factory as 
to the status of this production 
run.  Honestly, aside from Jim’s comment, 
no one else had come forward to state that 
they were never painted that way.  These 
locomotives were listed in our 6-month 
catalog from last summer, so people had 
plenty of time to register their dissent! 
  
I’ll definitely let you know in the future if 
there are any questions on future NYC 
projects.  Likewise, if you ever have any 
comments or concerns about anything 
we’re offering, feel free to contact 
me.  We’re always open to making 
corrections or adjustments to artwork 
whenever possible. 
  
Regards, 
  
Rob 
 
Noel, 
  
I am speechless. Well done on the rewrite 
of my article, “The Weehawken 
Waterfront Terminal”. I am now starting 
to paint the "River" and taking a step-by-
step photo of the progress. Another 
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member of our club just finished making 
me some molds of a rock seawall and 
wood pilings, so the hydocal will be 
flowing. It didn't dawn on me until last 
week that I also have to model the 
Palisades.... So a few 33# of hydrocal will 
be needed.  Anyway, thanks for the 
spotlight, and I'll keep you updated. 
  
Roger Murphy 
Roger, 
 
 I assume you were speechless because 
you were pleased with the way the article 
turned out. Keep us in mind for a follow 
up when you have a lot more done on the 
layout. 
 
 Thanks, Noel 
Noel,  
 
Thanks for presenting Part 3 of my article 
so well. 
 
There is one correction. It regards the 
photo of the back head of the U.S. Hobbies 
H-10(b). The original model had no back 
head. The photo shows the one I have built 
for the model. I used a photo of the back 
head and used brass details on a plastic 
backing and painted it as shown. 
 
Best wishes, David Howarth 
Responses to 2nd Qtr. 2015 Mystery Photo  
 
Noel, 
 
The Mystery Photo sure does look like a 
NYC Flanger maybe X-773? Used in the 
East? 
 
Geoff Bunza  

 
Hi Noel, 
 
I suspect that the piece of equipment in the 
drawing is a flanger.  
 
Phil Lee 
 
Answer 
 
The drawing is of a Russell flanger and comes 
from our NYCSHS drawing files available on 
CD/DVDs from the Collingwood Shop. 
 
Noel, 
 
I have attached a photo of some trackage 
that some of your modelers might want to 
try on their layout.  What do you think?  

 
Shel Lustig 
NYCSHS Director 
 
Shel, 
               
WOW!!!! 
 
Thanks, Noel 
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We Made a Mistake 
 
In the Vol 2 Issue 1 of the NYCentral 
Modeler in Larry Faulkner’s article 
“Scratchbuilding New York Central’s CR 
Tower in HO”, we published a photo of 
the tower taken by photographer, Dan 
Walford without credit or permission.  
After being notified of this by Mr. 
Walford, we apologized and promised to 
give proper credit for the photo.  
 
Our response:  
 
“Mr. Walford, 
 I am sorry to learn that this photo was 
used by us without your permission.  We 
try to be sure that we do everything 
correctly.  We don’t have the resources to 
research each photo provided to us by our 
authors and take their word that the 
photos are correctly credited and that 
permission has been obtained to use any 
photo they include in the article. 
 
“We are a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation of the 
memories of the New York Central System 
railroad and we do not charge for the 
NYCentral Modeler.  It is provided free for 
all to read. 
 
“Other than an apology and a promise to 
credit your photo in our next edition, is 
there anything else you would like us to 
do? 
Thanks, Noel 
Noel Widdifield 
NYCSHS Director 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
 

 
This is a photo of OW Tower in Tarrytown 
almost under the Tappen Zee Bridge, 
abandoned and gutted.  (Photo by Dan 
Walford) 
 
Mr. Walford graciously accepted our 
apology. 
 
We will continue to do our best to make 
sure we obtain permission and give credit 
for any photo we use in this publication. 
 
For a good look at some more of Dan’s 
excellent railroad and aircraft photos go to: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/p3subhu
nter/ 
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We receive many questions from members who model that can be answered by 
simply looking at the NYCSHS website. So we thought we would give you a 
little primer on how to use the website. 
 
First notice that there is a line of buttons along the bottom of the header.  They 
are there for you to select specific areas of the website.  
 
The most important of these for the modeler is the one labeled “Modeling 
Resources”. That contains a list of what is available to the modeler on the 
dropdown menus. 
 

 
 
When you click on it you see dropdowns for several items. The first is for 
“NYCentral Modeler Magazine” and it allows you to view the current and all 
past editions.  You may view them online or download them to your desktop. 
 
Next you will see “NYCSHS Model Offerings” that have the list of all of the 
models we offer in the Collinwood Shop. 
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The next is “Model Shipping Schedule” that includes a complete list of all of the 
models with the latest shipping date. This is kept up daily with the info we get 
from manufacturers. 
 
There is “Modeling Videos” that allows you to see some videos of members’ 
modeling.  We can always use more of those, so if you are interested let us know 
and we will upload your video. 
 
The next dropdown is “Modeling Photos of NYCS Models and Layouts”. Like 
the video button, it displays photos we receive from members. 
 
To the right of that in the menu of dropdowns you will find “NYCSHS Modelers 
Committee NYCS Model Photos” and that contains the modeling for most of the 
members of the committee. 
 
Finally, there is the “Modeling Technical Data” where we provide info about 
how to model or how to find something for modeling. Again we will post any 
info you provide us. 
 
Other dropdowns of interest include the “Store” that takes you directly to the 
Collinwood Shop. 
 
Under “About NYC” you will find several items of interest including “Books & 
Drawings”, “NYC Colors”, “NYCS Signal Rules”, and “NYCS Research 
Information”.   
 

 
 
Under “Books and Drawings” you will find a listing of engineering drawings on 
most NYC locos, rolling stock, and structures that will allow you to model any of 
them. 
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“NYC Colors” includes a description of the colors used on locos and rolling stock 
and how to reproduce those colors.  
 
The “NYC Signal Rules” provides a good primer on signaling on the NYC and is 
useful for modelers attempting to replicate that signaling on their layout. 
 
“NYCS Research Information” has a tab called “NYCS Research Resources” that 
has numerous articles from the Central Headlight on NYCS locos, rolling stock, 
and logos and lettering that are very valuable to the modeler. New additions to 
these articles are added regularly. 
 
A very valuable pull down tab is the one labeled “About the NYCSHS”.  It has a 
very long list of links to websites (“Related Links”) of Discussion Forums, 
Museums, Historical Societies & Historical Information Sites, Heritage Railways, 
and Other Sites of Interest, all related to the NYCS. 
 

 
 
You will also find a listing of NYCSHS members’ NYCS sites that provide videos 
or websites of members who model the NYCS. 
 
Of course, the main page has numerous blogs about what is happening in the 
Society and is updated a couple of times a week, most weeks with news and new 
offerings from the Collinwood Shop. 
 
The material found scrolling down on this page goes back in history of the 
Society to the time the website was first created on earlier website applications in 
1988. 
 
Take a few minutes to explore the website and then if you have items of interest, 
photos or videos, send them to us at NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2016 Convention & Meeting 

Itasca, Illinois  - May 13th – May 15th, 2016 
The Westin Chicago Northwest Hotel 

  400 Park Blvd. Itasca, Illinois 60143 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 13, 2016 

• Registration 
• Collinwood Shop open 
• Afternoon & Evening Speakers	  
• Self-Guided Activities	  

Saturday, May 14, 2016 
• Bus to Union, Illinois, Illinois Train 

Museum www.irm.org 
• Convention Banquet at Westin Hotel 
• Guest Speaker (To be announced) 
• General Members Meeting 
• Collinwood Shop open following 

Meeting 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 

• Bus to the Museum of Science & 
Industry 

Bus route will pass many long gone NYCS 
sites and drive by the Blue Island & Gibson 
yards 
• Collinwood Shop open following bus 

tour 
NYCSHS Website: WWW.NYCSHS.ORG 
Register in our store: www.NYCSHS.net 
Disclaimer: The schedule & list of speakers and 
layouts is the best that the committee 
understands as of April 13, 2016, and may 
change due to factors beyond its control.	  

Historic Sites  
• Chicago History Museum (Pioneer, Ex-

MC Loco) www.chicagohs.org 
• Chicago Union Station 

http://www.chicagounionstation.com/ 
• Chicago Dearborn Station 
• Northwestern Oglivie Station 
• Willis (Sears) Tower 
• The Chicago Board of Trade 
• Pullman Historic District 

http://www.pullman-museum.org/ 
• Chicago Art Institute 
• Buckingham Fountain 
• Chicago Museum Campus (Field 

Museum, Planetarium, & Aquarium) 
• Architectural Boat Tours 
• Chicago Pizza & Hot Dogs  
Hobby Stores & Layouts 
• Lombard Hobbies, Lombard, IL 
• Des Plaines Hobbies, Des Plaines, IL 
• Golden Spike Train Shop, Burbak, IL 
• Zientek’s Hobby Shop, Chicago, IL 
• Elmhurst Model RR Club (Friday night) 

 

Presenters 
• Ralph Eisenbrandt – “Michigan Central 

Joliet Branch” 
• Darwin Simonaitis -  “A Day on the Toledo 

West” 
• Jim Suhs -  “The Kankakee Belt” 
• Alex Schneider -  “Valley Cars – Pullman 

Plan 3988” 
• Several Presenters - Modeling the NYC  

 
 
Additional speakers will be announced in the 
Central Headlight and on the NYCSHS website as 
we get confirmation.  Openings are still available.  If 
you have a presentation you would like to give, 
contact Darwin Simonaitis at dfssas@msn.com or 
Jim Suhs at jamessuhs@sbcglobal.net 
 

 
Hotel Rooms 

$89 Plus Tax –Convention Rate. Deadline- April 21, 
2016 for Special Rate. Reserve at Westin Chicago 
Northwest Hotel 1-888-627-8510      
http://www.westinchicagonorthwest.com 
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Please	  Print	  
	  
Name	  of	  Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	  #_________	  
	  
Name(s)	  of	  Additional	  Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
City______________________________________________State/Provence_________Zip/Postal	  Code_________	  
	  
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	  
	  
Emergency	  Contact	  Name(Other	  than	  traveling	  companions)___________________________________	  
	  
Emergency	  Contact	  Phone	  Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	  
	  
Number	  of	  Attendees________________	  Total	  Amount	  Paid	  $______________________	  
	  
Banquet	  Choices:	  Number	  of	  each	  selection.	  (Must	  add	  up	  to	  the	  number	  of	  registrations.)	  
	  
Sliced	  Beef	  Bordelaise____________Chicken	  Bruschetta_____________	  Vegetarian	  Meal_____________	  
	  

Please	  send	  payment	  &	  registration	  to:	  	  NYCSHS	  
	   	   	   P.O.	  Box	  67	  	  	  	  	  
	   	   	   Wood	  Dale,	  IL	  60191	  
	   	   	   NYCSHS2016@att.net	  
Please	  make	  checks	  payable	  to	  NYCSHS,	  Inc.	  

Registration	  Fee:	  
NYCSHS	   Members	   (Including	   family	   members)	   cost	   is	   $179.00	   each	   for	   all	   activities	  
including	  the	  Saturday	  evening	  banquet.	   	  Non-‐members	  can	  register	  at	  $179.00	  plus	  a	  fee	  
of	  $39.00.	  	  The	  extra	  fee	  covers	  membership	  in	  the	  Society	  for	  one	  year,	  including	  all	  rights	  
and	  benefits,	  along	  with	  one	  year	  of	  the	  Central	  Headlight.	  
	  
Hotel	  Rooms	  have	  been	  made	  available	  at	  the:	  Westin	  Chicago	  Northwest	  Hotel	  
	   	   	   400	  Park	  Blvd	  
	   	   	   Itasca,	  IL	  60143	  
Please	   call	   the	   hotel	   directly	   at	   1-‐888-‐627-‐8510.	   Rooms	   can	   be	   reserved	   at	   the	   Special	  
NYCSHS	  rate	  of	  $89.00	  plus	  11%	  tax.	  You	  must	  mention	  the	  NYCSHS	  Convention	  to	  receive	  
the	  special	  rate.	  	  Early	  reservations	  are	  essential	  and	  are	  only	  available	  until	  April	  21,	  2016.	  	  
The	  special	  rate	  is	  available	  for	  3	  days	  prior	  and	  3	  days	  after	  the	  Convention.	  Reservations	  
will	   be	   filled	   on	   a	   first-‐come-‐first-‐served	   basis.	   Don’t	   delay.	   	   You	   are	   responsible	   for	  
making	  your	  own	  reservations.	  They	  are	  not	  included	  in	  this	  registration.	  
	   	  

New York Central System Historical Society 
2016 Convention & Meeting 

Itasca, Illinois May 13 - May 15, 2015 
Registration Form	  
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Article by Gordon I. Peterson 
My O-gauge Port of New York & New Jersey 
Railroad is a branch line notionally located 
somewhere in the greater New York-New 
Jersey metropolitan area. For that reason, 
given the PONY & NJ RR’s inclination to 
grant liberal right-of-way privileges, it is 
common to see a wide variety of freight 
and passenger trains displaying the 
heralds and livery of railroads common to 
the Middle Atlantic region. Not 
surprisingly, the New York Central 
Railroad is featured prominently. 
 

 
The New York Central's Empire State Express, 
an MTH product, is an impressive sight on 
Gordon's O-gauge Port of New York & New 
Jersey Railroad. The highly stylized 
locomotive and Budd stainless-steel passenger 
cars entered service on the Central's "water 
route" on a fateful day--December 7, 1941. 
 
Model railroading has been one of my 
hobbies since Santa left a Lionel “Scout” 
loco, a number of freight cars, and a small 
loop of Lionel O-27 track next to the 
Christmas tree many years ago. These 
trains, now 60 years old, are still going 
strong—a tribute to the quality of Lionel’s 
products from those far-off days. Over the 
years I have built several layouts in 
various scales, but 10 years ago I returned 
to O-gauge with the active encouragement 
of my son-in-law. 
 

Photos by Gordon 
O-gauge appeals to me for a number of 
reasons.  There is an extensive product line 
of locomotives, rolling stock, and 
accessories at both ends of the price 
spectrum.  Major manufacturers offer 
extremely detailed “high-end” trains with 
realistic digital sound-and-control systems, 
but Lionel, MTH, Atlas, 
Bachmann/Williams, and others also offer 
more affordable engines and cars in their 
product lines that won’t break the bank.   
 
Model railroading has also sparked my 
interest in the history of the major East 
Coast railroads and the “fallen flags” that 
once dominated interstate commerce and 
passenger service. Having grown up on 
the south shore of Long Island, the Long 
Island Railroad’s “Route of the Harried 
Commuter” was an integral part of my life 
from an early age. I well-remember 
driving to the train station with my 
parents when my father, an officer in the 
Navy, would board a train to return to his 
ship in Norfolk, VA, at the conclusion of 
shore leave. 

	  
Those sailors better hurry saying good-bye, 
because the 20th Century Limited is ready to 
depart. The weathered station is an MTH 
"ready-built" structure. 
Of course, it’s also fun to run my trains!  
Where or how else can I power up a New 
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York Central Dreyfuss Hudson locomotive 
at the head of the 20th Century Limited or 
my NYC Empire State Express with its 
string of highly detailed cars complete 
with miniature passengers?  The sight of 
such streamlined beauties overtaking a 
slower freight train never fails to delight. 
As one youngster in a group of visiting 
neighborhood children said after watching 
an operating session last year:  “This is 
awesome!” 
 

	  
The 20th Century Limited, with a Dreyfuss 
Hudson locomotive and tender at the lead, 
approaches the Oyster Point lighthouse on the 
PONY & NJ RR. This MTH model faithfully 
reproduces the beauty of the famed 
locomotive. The operating lighthouse is a 
Lionel product. 
 
Planning and Construction 
 
Several goals guided my approach to 
building my medium-sized layout when I 
planned construction 10 years ago.  
Having built well-detailed HO- and N-
gauge layouts before my latest creation, I 
decided to model to “high-rail standards” 
to create a realistic appearance. I selected a 
simple twin-oval track plan with 
crossovers and spurs for industries 
suitable for a sectional, modular design. 
This would allow the addition of new 
sections as time, space, and finances 
permitted.  

Also, most importantly in light of the effort 
expended to build a miniature railroad, I 
could disassemble and move it damage-
free—without the use of a chain saw.  For 
this reason, all track and accessory wiring 
harnesses between sections rely on Molex 
“quick-disconnect” electrical connectors.   
 
The calendar is perpetually set in 1948 on 
the PONY & NJ RR, so motive power is a 
good mix of steam and diesel engines 
commonly in service during the final years 
of the glorious Age of Steam. Owing to my 
30-plus-year career in the Navy, I’m well 
acquainted with harbor waterfronts and 
their nautical details. Structures, bridges, 
and scenery reflect a coastal maritime 
setting located at some distance from the 
New York-New Jersey megaport.  
Additionally, ports are interesting to 
model. Their wharves, piers, and 
industries are well suited for service by 
freight carriers. With its famed “water 
route” from New York City to Chicago, the 
New York Central is right at home on my 
layout. 

 
The New York Ship Repair & Drydock 
Company is one of several maritime industries 
located along the Port of New York & New 
Jersey Railroad's right of way. Here, a 
"dockside" 0-4-0 switcher backs a gondola 
with machine parts into the shipyard's lone 
siding. 
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Owing to its light-weight and 
affordability, common pine is generally the 
wood of choice for framing an O-gauge 
layout. I elected to use higher-priced and 
heavier oak for bench work, however. Its 
strength allowed me to eliminate more 
extensive cross bracing. I relied on 1x4-
inch boards for framing my “train board” 
of half-inch plywood. Several half-inch 
bolts join the table top layout’s five main 
sections and the additional three sections 
that form a four-track, “L-shaped” staging 
yard. Legs supporting the layout are made 
from 2x2-inch oak. This simple but 
adequate support structure has held my 
weight on the layout several times without 
incident.  No wood has bowed or 
otherwise deformed in 10 years. 
 
Atlas 21st-Century three-rail, nickel-silver 
track, laid on sections of cork roadbed, was 
my track of choice owing to its 
prototypical appearance, reliability, and 
durability. After ballasting with Highball 
Product’s crushed limestone, I weathered 
all rails a suitable rusty color. MTH track 
signals, activated by IR sensors, are fully 
operational.  
 
A wide range of structures in kit form and 
ready-built versions are available to suit 
every purpose.  My layout features 
craftsmen kits and built-up structures 
(suitably weathered and detailed) 
manufactured by Model Tech Studios 
(mtsts@hotmail.com), Bar Mills Models 
(www.barmillsmodels.com),  
MTH (www.mthtrains.com),  
Lionel (www.lionel.com),  
Atlas (www.atlasrr.com), and Twin 
Whistle (www.twinwhistle.com) to name a 
few. A few scratch-built structures also 
occupy real estate on my pike.  Model 
Tech Studios offers a number of waterfront 

structures and small craft in its product 
line, as well as suitable nautical hardware 
like cleats and bollards. 
 
Creating a Period Look 
 
I went to significant lengths to create a 
definite 1940s-period look. Scale 
automobiles, trucks, and other vehicles are 
all circa-1948 or earlier. The marquee on a 
movie theater displays “Key Largo” 
starring Humphrey Bogart, Edward G. 
Robinson, and Lauren Bacall.   
Billboards, signs, and a Harry S Truman 
campaign poster (nearly all copied from 
originals posted on line) are all straight out 
of the Big Band Era, right down to a poster 
I printed to ¼-inch scale advertising one of 
middleweight boxing champion Rocky 
Graziano’s exhibition bouts. I mounted it 
on the side of an aged brick building—
Diana’s Corner Café, named after my wife. 
She is a great cook, and even in my 
miniature world she has a hard time 
getting out of the kitchen.  
 

 
The 20th Century Limited, with a Dreyfuss 
Hudson locomotive and tender at the lead, 
approaches the Oyster Point lighthouse on the 
PONY & NJ RR. This MTH model faithfully 
reproduces the beauty of the famed 
locomotive. The operating lighthouse is a 
Lionel product. 
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My PONY & NJ RR’s locomotives and 
rolling stock display the line’s unique 
lighthouse herald and name printed in an 
Art-Deco style font. All of the railroad’s 
stations, switch towers, and other 
structures are painted in a standard color 
scheme—tan siding, green trim—to create 
a uniform appearance.     
 
I especially enjoy creating realistic scenery.  
I’ve developed my skills over five decades 
of practice, guided by the experts in “how-
to” articles published in such modeling 
magazines as Model Railroader, Railroad 
Model Craftsman, O-Gauge Railroading, and 
Classic Toy Trains.   
 
Although I model in O-gauge, articles on 
N-gauge, HO-gauge, and S-gauge layouts 
are also of interest to me. Their design and 
modeling techniques can easily be up-
scaled to O-gauge. Kalmbach Publishing 
Company offers numerous reference 
publications devoted to all aspects of 
model railroad layout planning, 
construction, wiring, and scenery. The 
company’s Classic Trains Magazine is 
another valuable reference and source of 
information and period photography for 
North American railroads dating from the 
1920s through the 1970s.   
 
I would be remiss not to single out the 
New York Central System Historical 
Society. Beyond its yeoman service 
perpetuating the legacy of its namesake 
railroad, I learned last year that its website 
and NYCentral Modeler on-line magazine 
are extraordinarily valuable resources for 
anyone contemplating the construction of 
a model railroad depicting NYC 
operations. 
 
 

All Aboard! 
 
Although my locomotive roster 
encompasses such lines as the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, the Central 
Railroad of New Jersey, the Baltimore and 
Ohio, and other railroads common to the 
Middle Atlantic region, several of my New 
York Central steam locos and trains are my 
favorites. A trusty NYC 0-4-0 “dockside” 
switcher manufactured by Lionel is 
frequently hard at work on my layout’s 
wharves and industrial sidings. 

 
A NYC "dockside" switcher, coaled and 
watered, gets ready for another day of busy 
operations. 

	  
This NYC 0-4-0 "dockside" switcher is hard at 
work shunting a load of pulpwood. Gordon 
made the scale logs from small branches 
pruned from garden shrubs. The well-
weathered car is a Lionel product. 
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My hefty Lionel S-2 NYC electric 
locomotive looks great, and its on-board 
digital “RailSounds” system delivers the 
throaty rumble of the prototype’s motors 
that sets it apart from steam and diesel 
locomotives. I have not added an 
overhead-line catenary system suitable for 
conveying electricity to my scale models of 
electric locomotives, because I reason that 
my track’s powered third rail allows me to 
exercise artistic license and forego it.  MTH 
offers an operating “RealTrax” catenary 
system for those O-gauge modelers who 
wish to create a prototype look for their 
electric locomotives. 

 
Power to Gordon's electric locomotives, like 
this NYC S-2, is provided by a third rail, 
obviating the need for an overhead catenary 
distribution system. Diana's Corner Cafe, 
named for his wife, displays posters from the 
1940s to create a true period look. Gordon 
crafted the large tree in the background from a 
dead bonsai plant! 
 
The New York Central Railroad and its 
subsidiaries operated both heavy and light 
Mikado 2-8-2 locomotives.  I purchased 
Lionel’s model of the “heavy” design 
owing to its impressive size, appearance, 
and hauling power for freight operations.  
At the head of a string of sooty coal cars 
well loaded with their cargo of “black 
diamonds,” my “Big Mike” is a sight to see 
blasting a hefty plume of smoke along the 
right of way. 

 
A NYC heavy Mikado, a Lionel model, hauls a 
trainload of "black diamonds" along the 
PONY & NJ RR's water route. Gordon 
weathers his coal cars to create a prototypical 
appearance. The Pratt truss bridge is an Atlas 
product. 
Two of our nation’s most famous 
passenger trains during the 1930s and 
1940s—the NYC’s 20th Century Limited 
and the Empire State Express—caught my 
eye early on. They are frequently depicted 
in the beautiful advertising art that 
publicized the New York Central Railroad 
in magazines and on billboards during its 
heyday in the first half of the 20th century. 

	  
The trains’ storied histories, unique 
designs, and sleek lines set them apart in 
my mind. I operate MTH’s superb models 

The MTH 
model of the 
famed NYC 
Dreyfuss 
Hudson is 
richly detailed, 
right down to 
its illuminated 
firebox	  
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of these locomotives and passenger trains 
on the PONY & NJ RR. The NYC’s “new 
look” for the Empire State Express, 
featuring lightweight stainless-steel cars 
manufactured by Budd and a Hudson 
locomotive also sporting matching 
stainless panels, entered service on 
December 7, 1941.  The train’s debut was 
lost in the news of the events at Pearl 
Harbor that plunged our nation into 
World War II. 

 
The Empire State Express and the 20th Century 
Limited cross paths at Springfield Station. 
 
The MTH passenger cars for the 20th 
Century Limited came from the factory 
with painted figures and molded interiors.  
The Empire State Express passenger cars 
had similar molded interiors, but were not 
outfitted with painted figures. Rather than 
simply add figures to them, I decided to 
recreate a more accurate recreation of the 
cars’ interiors to recall the days when train 
travel was complemented by elegant 
dining, creative styling, and original 
design. 
 
Classic Toy Trains magazine 
(www.ctt.trains.com) will publish my 
illustrated how-to article describing my 
research, process, and techniques for 
creating a reasonably accurate depiction of 
the interiors of these passenger cars.  I 
consulted books about the NYC, its 

advertising art (available on line), the 
NYCSHS website, and NYCentral Modeler 
magazine. 

 
Gordon super-detailed the interior of this 
Empire State Express dining car with figures 
and scale-sized place settings, complete with a 
vase of flowers. The effect is readily apparent 
as the more detailed passenger trains, made by 
MTH, pass by. 

 
This photo illustrates some of the detail that 
Gordon applies to his models. Note that the 
figures in this photo are holding cups and 
passing plates.  This level of detail separates 
Gordon into a very limited class of modelers. 
 
I hope you have enjoyed this short visit to 
the Port of New York & New Jersey 
Railroad and its linkage with the New 
York Central Railroad.  It is one thing to 
enjoy reading the history of this famed 
fallen flag and to visit museums 
preserving its place in the history of 
American railroading.  
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A NYC freight train pulled by a heavy 
"Mikado" is right on schedule as it 
approaches the Hudson Falls signal tower 
early one evening. 
 
Why not take your interest in the NYC to 
the next level and build an operating ¼-
inch O-gauge depiction of the real thing?  
Do your research, plan carefully, and take 
it a step at a time.  You will soon enjoy a 
hobby that provides countless hours of 
enjoyment building and operating a scale 
model railroad. All Aboard! 
 

	  
	  

 
EMD GP-9 # 60001 & an EMD F-7 power a 
southbound freight through Scarborough, NY, 
in July 1962. This is just one of the older 
NYCSH calendars for sale in the Collingwood 
Shop. 

Take a Look at a Couple of 
Jerry Taylor’s Excellent 

Photos From the NYCSHS 
Collection. 

	  
GP7s 5641-5636 on DSL-1 at Bellefontaine, 
OH, April 1953. (Jeremy Taylor Photo, 
NYCSHS Collection) 

 

 
H-7e 1998 and others on engine track, 
Petersburg, IN, Dec. 1953. (Jeremy Taylor 
Photo, NYCSHS Collection) 

When you finish reading tonight, 
take a few minutes to look through 
the Collinwood Shop to see the 
many NYCS products available 
there. If you are a member you can 
take advantage of the 20% member’s 
discount on most products you find 
there. 
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      Article by Thomas Bailey 

Kit bashing steam locomotive from 
commercial offering is getting to be a real 
challenge, mostly because there aren’t any 
kits that I know of in current production.  
So if you want to try it, your first challenge 
is to find something to bash.  And unless 
you have something on hand, that pretty 
much means you will have to find 
something at swap meets or on line, most 
likely e-Bay.  Parts are a similar problem.  
Bowser’s Cal-Scale and Cary lines will 
have most of the detail parts and Bowser 
may still have some of the mechanism 
parts you will need.  Precision Scale has a 
very large list of offerings, but I don’t have 
a current catalog from them, and many of 
their parts have changed numbers a 
couple of times since it was Kemtron or 
Lindsey or Budd.  In a nutshell, doing it is 
much less of a challenge than finding the 
materials.  Good luck. 
 
Noel first asked if I could do a story on an 
H-5q.  I’d not done one of the q-series, but 
since the entire series of H-5 locomotives, 
either rebuilt from the earlier G-5 
Consolidations or the relatively small 
number of new builds differed very little  

        Photos by Tom 

in basic dimensions, so you could build 
almost any one of the subclasses, which 
ranged from -a through -v with minor 
changes in fittings and tenders.  As with 
any such effort, the secret will be finding a 
set of photos of your locomotive of choice.  
The diagram I have included is 
representative, and I picked this one 
because it lists some of the tender sizes 
used, and has a lot of other useful 
dimensions.

 

There are more than five H-5 diagrams to 
cover the numerous subclasses.  This one 
shows not only the major locomotive 
dimensions, but also some of the many tenders 
that were worn by the H-5 locomotives during 
their service lives.  
 

Finally, if you’ve been a member of the 
NYCSHS long enough to have seen all the 
issues of the NYCentral Modeler, you may 
remember that I wrote a general article for 
kit bashing H-5, H-7, and G-6 locomotives 
that appeared in three sections from 1st 
Qtr. 2012 through 2nd Qtr. 2013.   You 
should check the third installment that 
appeared in the 2nd Qtr. 2013 NYCentral 
Modeler, pages 88-91 for the H-5 part.   
Since this story is just about the H-5 series 
or locomotives, I can go into a bit more  

Editor’s Note:  This article was written by 
Tom at my request to compliment the article 
on H-5s in the 2nd Qtr. 2015 Central 
Headlight. The purpose is to raise the level 
of support for finding a manufacturer to 
develop a model of this ubiquitous locomotive 
found everywhere on the NYC. Check out 
page 5 of the issue to help make this project 
successful. 
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detail here for forming the basic elements, 
but to keep this version short, I won’t 
duplicate the comments about 
finishing/detailing the basic elements.  Go 
to the earlier article for that. 

 

 

This is a photo of the engineer’s side of the 
model. The model represents an H-5h, as used 
on the Michigan Central District of the NYC 
from sometime after the end of WW II to the 
end of steam.   This shot also appears in the 
H-5 article in the 2nd Qtr. 2015 Central 
Headlight. 

 
This photo shows the fireman’s side of the 
model. The tender is from a Sunset K-5, which 
is correct for the prototype 1415.  If you 
recognize the location on my layout from 
earlier model photos, that’s because it is one 
of the few spots where there isn’t something 
else between the track and the edge of the 
table. 

 
 
 
 

 
Mechanism 
My model of H-5h 1415 was built around 
an old John English Mikado kit.  At 17 
scale feet, this is the closest to the correct  
rigid wheelbase of 16 feet 6 inches.  
Therefore the descriptions that follow are 
mostly based on using that mechanism.  
As I described in my earlier article, I used 
an old Varney Consolidation cylinder 
block because I think the English version is 
blocky, but dimensionally, it is pretty 
close. In going over the information I have 
on H-5s, I think that the Mantua Mikado 
cylinder block might be as good as the 
Varney, as it represents a small bore, long 
stroke part, and the H-5s had a 25-inch 
bore and 32-inch stroke.  I’d still use the 
Varney part, but the Mantua version is 
maybe more available. 
 
As it comes, the English Mikado used the 
old reliable Pittman DC-60 open frame 
motor.  With the proper gear mesh this is a 
quiet, effective combination, but I wanted 
to use a can motor with a Northwest Short 
Line idler gearbox.  This modification was 
relatively simple:  just let out the gear 
recess enough to clear the gearbox.  I glued 
a 25 x 35 mm can motor to the frame with 
caulking compound and used a short piece 
of rubber tubing to connect the two.  This 
has been very satisfactory — all you hear 
when the locomotive is running is wheel 
noise of the locomotive and train.   I didn’t 
include a flywheel because I couldn’t 
figure how to include one, but if you can, 
by all means do. 
 
The English mechanism has another 
advantage:  the Walschaerts valve gear 
hangar and crosshead guide bracket is a  
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good representation for the H-5 prototype.  
None of the others are even close.  I 
reshaped the outline of the English hangar 
and filed the little triangular opening in 
the middle.  You can add a triangular 
inside support (without the small 
triangular hole) on both sides better 
support the reversing link.  I did.  My 
locomotive uses the Central Valley valve 
gear kit recommended by English.  These 
have been out of production for so long 
they may be more of a dream than a 
reality, but you can use Mantua or Bowser 
parts if they are still available, as they are 
pretty close in size and shape to the 
Central Valley parts.  The reverse link also 
received an additional layer spaced out to 
clear the radius rod.  I then added a flange 
of 0.008 brass shim stock to provide a T-
shaped cross section of the crosshead 
guide hangar. 

I used the original English drivers for a 
long time without trouble, although the 
tread contour is definitely NOT RP-25.  
They are somewhat undersized at 60 
inches against the prototype 63 inches.  I 
finally changed them to Bowser 62-inch 
drivers because I thought I could see the 
difference. If you use either the original 
English or Bowser, the counterweights 
should be reshaped.  The Mantua Mikado 
drivers are between the two in size (I 
measured them at 61-1/2 inches).  Again, 
they may be more available, use the more 
current tread contours, and have 
counterweights of the proper design, but 
later production versions have a web 
between the spokes, sort of like an old 
Lionel tinplate locomotive. 
 
 
 

The trailing truck is one part that really, 
really needs to be replaced on the English 
mechanism.  Prototype H-5s were mostly 
built with the Alco-designed Cole built-up 
trailing truck.  Those that later received 
trailing-truck boosters received a 
Commonwealth cast trailer.  Since these 
modifications were done on a one-by-one 
basis, refer to your prototype photos to be 
sure.  My 1415 was equipped with a 
booster and then removed, so I used a 
Mantua Mikado/Pacific trailer, modified 
as described earlier.  If your prototype 
retained the Cole truck, my preference is 
the PIA part, although the Cal-Scale 
version is much more widely available. 
 
Cab 
No commercial model that I know of is 
even close to the H-5, so wherever you 
start, the boiler and cab will be up to you.  

  
This represents both the traditional two 
windows per side and later single side 
window version applied to some H-5s over the 
years.  Also included are cylinder and valve 
chamber covers if your prototype ran with 
these exposed in later years.  And finally, a 
generalized firebox side can be used by 
trimming the top and back end to fit.     
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The drawing is about scale, but because of 
variations in files and paper, if you want 
to use it, make sure the line along the side 
is as close to 3 inches as you can get it.             
 
Boiler 
The boiler of the H-5 class is fairly simple:  
it is basically a cylinder, about one inch 
smaller at the smokebox than at the largest 
boiler course and more complex at the rear 
with the firebox.  Best of all, the prototype 
at 87 inches outside diameter, is very close 
to a one inch OD thin wall brass pipe, 
which is what I used.  One inch inside 
diameter thin wall brass pipe gives most 
of the advantages of a rolled brass boiler in 
that it is easy to solder, with the added 
advantage of being close to a true circle in 
cross section. 
 
If you take this course of action, start with 
a piece of pipe about five inches long.  
Carefully square one end.  Quarter it with 
scribed lines as accurately as you can.  
According to the shop cards, the length of  
 
the smokebox is 1/4inch more than 6’6” in  
long.  Wrap the boiler-to-be with masking 
tape 15/16” from the squared end and 
carefully file off about 1/3 of the wall 
thickness all around.  When you add the 
embossed smokebox wrapper, this will 
give you a smokebox diameter that is 
almost a perfect fit for the Cal Scale 
smokebox front and only a scale 1-1/2” 
larger than the prototype: certainly close 
enough for an approximation model, 
which is what the best of models will be.  
If you don’t want to do the shim brass 
wrapper, you could file less and use the 
decal rivets offered by Archer or Micro 
Mark. 
 

 
The prototype boiler dimensions most be 
modified by the length of your 
mechanism.  The prototype is about 37 feet 
from the front of the smokebox to the rear 
corner of the firebox.  You must extend 
this dimension to match the length of your 
mechanism.  The top of the firebox area 
seems to slope downward at the end 
slightly, and it you want to try this, you 
can use a razor saw to make a triangular 
slot above the firebox on the centerline 
maybe a 1/16” or so wide at the back end, 
or whatever looks good to you.  Reform 
the boiler pipe to close the slot and solder 
it together, and then clean it so the joint is 
smooth. 
 
To form the firebox sides, saw along a line 
about 10 scale feet at right angles to the 
horizontal centerline to about a scale foot 
under the horizontal centerlines on both 
sides, slit along the lower centerline and 
foot the sides outwards to form the firebox 
contours.  Once formed, reshape the 
firebox to match your interpretations of 
the shop card dimensions.  Most of the H-5 
photos I’ve seen show that the NYC 
preferred to not extend the boiler jacket 
below the running board, so you can cut 
off the firebox side portions of the tube 
along the side and solder embossed or 
photo etched firebox sides on the inside to 
recreate the lower firebox shape.  This will 
also suggest the prototype lagging 
thickness, but this is a fine point that only 
you will ever recognize.  However you 
choose to do the sides, add as much of the 
firebox throat sheet as you can to clear 
your mechanism drive line, and as much 
of the firebox backhead as you choose.  
Don’t forget to model the ashpan sides. 
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The H-5 series was mostly built or rebuilt 
using the classic NYC 90-inch long, four 
side window cab (two windows on each 
side).  Some, the prototype for my 1415 
model included, received two window 
cabs along the way.  I made up drawings 
for both and cajoled a maker of printed 
circuit boards to photoetch them on 0.020 
inch thick brass.  I’ve included my 
drawings for both here, so pick your 
preference.  If you use sheet brass, I’d 
suggest using thinner stock, maybe 0.012 
or 0.015 inch thick, as it is easier to work.  
You can emboss the rivet detail with a NW 
Short Line Riveter or use decal rivets.  You 
could also do it with sheet styrene, but 
forming the sharply curved roof edges 
might be challenging. 
 
Since my 1415 boiler was built around an 
old Cary soft-metal casting, only the front 
of the boiler used the thin-wall pipe 
technique discussed above, so what I did 
to mount the cab is not very useful. What 
follows is what I would do if I tried it 
again.  I think as a first choice, I’d cut a slot 
along both sides of the firebox, probably  
using a Dremel cutoff wheel.  I have no 
dimensions to the location of the cab floor 
so the slot will have to be eyeballed.  The 
key element is that when you are finished, 
the highest part of the cab roof should be 
about 14-1/2 scale feet above the rail.  
Form the floor from about 0.030 inch brass 
a little longer and wider than the finished 
length and width of the cab and solder it 
in place in the slot you cut in the firebox.  
Then carefully fit the cab to the boiler 
backhead.  Solder small brass angles inside 
the cab sides, drill matching holes in  
 
 

 
the floor and angles, tap the holes in the 
angles and tap them for 0-80.  Countersink  
the holes in the floor and use the shortest 
0-80 flathead screws you can fine to fasten 
the two together.  That way, the cab can 
easily be removed for painting and interior 
detailing, should you choose to do that. 
 
Tender 
The only course of action here is to decide 
what you’d like to see, or better, what your 
prototype used, and when.  It looks as 
though most H-5s began with small 8000 
gallon 12 ton tenders, but over the years 
many received a variety of hand-me-down 
tenders from other classes, especially 
towards the end of the steam era.  Most 
had only one thing in common of interest 
to modelers:  nothing is very similar to 
commercially produced tenders.  You can 
try to locate imported brass tenders from 
Overland (H-5t, H-10), Sunset (K-5 
original), Alco (K-3) and LMB (H-10), all of 
which the prototypes showed up on H-5s 
over the years.  Some of these designs can  
be approximated starting with plastic or 
metal tenders for USRA 0-6-0s or Mikados.   
 
These are fairly close in overall 
dimensions, although a trifle too long.  For 
the smaller tenders, the applied to as-built  
or converted prototypes, you can try a Red 
Ball wooden and cast soft metal coal 
tender kit.  If the longer H-10 type 12-
wheel tender, mostly used on the Big 
Four-assigned H-5s, you can try the old 
Varney plastic-bodied long distance 
version, but these seem to be at the hen’s 
teeth level of scarcity.  The Bowser (ex-
Varney) tender sold with either the 10-
wheeler or Old Lady Consolidation is too  
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bulky  (too long and too high for my taste), 
but if you are OK with it, it is fairly widely 
available.  Of course, you could scratch 
build one if forced to do so.  Good luck, 
whichever path you try. 
 

 

 

These photos show Tom’s wonderful 
modeling skills.  Most of us are not 
capable of doing this level of kitbashing 
and would love to see these being offered 
ready-to-run. 

Finally 
If you decide to try an H-5, come on in, the 
water’s fine.  There are approaches and 
other possibilities to try and your ideas 
might well be a vast improvement over 
mine.  For example, the Oriental 
Powerhouse USRA Mikados.  Both have  

 
very smooth Samhongsa mechanisms, and 
since both have boilers closer to the USRA 
light Pacific, they are visually (to me, at 
least) significantly undersize, so they have 
limited appeal to rivet counters.  Either 
would require a new valve gear hangar, as 
the USRA version is distinctly USRA, not 
NYC.   Of the two, given a choice, I’d favor 
the Powerhouse version, because it comes 
apart easily.  The Athearn comes apart, but 
I’ve not yet figured out how.  Both of these 
are much more available because they are 
more than 25 years newer.  The thin-wall 
brass boiler might even fit over the bulky 
cast motor mount and weight of the 
Athearn unit.  If you try, let us all know 
what you did and why.  We’d like to 
know. 

 

 

 

 

So if you would like to have one or more of 
these standard workhorses of the NYC, 
please show your support by letting us 
know of your interest.  You can show this 
support by contacting NYCSHS Modeling 
Committee Chair, Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

This will be a long-term project and the first 
step must be to prove that a viable market 
exists for these models.  Without that the 
manufacturers will not be interested. 
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NYC – Standard 14’ X 20’ Section House.  
Perspective View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
This article is the second in a series 
presenting the section houses used by the 
NYC.  The 14’ X 20’ Section Houses were 
primarily used on the main lines.  It 
featured specific architectural details that 
distinguished them over the board and 
batten section house used on the branch 
lines, which was the subject of the premier 
edition of From the New York Central 
Engineering Department feature in the 1st 
Qtr. 2013 of the NYCentral Modeler. 
 

 
NYC – Standard 14’ X 20’ Section House next 
to the Oscawana Tunnels.  (Image provided 
by Larry Faulkner, photographer unknown) 
 

This project was developed in parallel 
with a model kit manufactured by The 
TrainMaster LLC.  The model kit is an 
accurate representation of the NYC 
prototype and is available for purchase at 
the NYCSHS online store. 

 
NYC – Standard 14’ X 20’ Section House 
Model Kit.  Produced by The TrainMaster 
LLC. (Image by Jim Gau, The TrainMaster, 
LLC) 
 
The section house main purpose was to 
serve as trackside storage for equipment 
and railcars used by the section gang 
crews.  They were located adjacent to 
railroad tracks and spaced a few miles 
apart from each other, based on the 
quantity of tracks assigned to the section 
gangs.  There was a section of track that 
projected out from the house and butted 
the railroad tracks, for the rail cars to be 
manually positioned between railroad 
track and storage track. 
 
Valuation maps or track charts are the 
main source for locating these small 
structures, and from a quick review, it 
becomes clear how abundant these section 
houses were along the railroad right of 
way.  In some locations they were also 
identified as tool sheds giving the 
impression that the building served 
several purposes depending on the 
requirements of the location. 
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NYC – Valuation Map.  Diagram insert 
showing the location of Standard Section 
House No. 15 on the Hudson Division in the 
Poughkeepsie area.  (NYC – Valuation Map) 
 

HISTORIC DRAWING DATA BLOCK 

DRAWING TITLE: 
N.Y.C.R.R. 
Standard Plans 

BOOK: N (Buildings) 
DRAWING NO.: N6 
DATE: Not Dated 
SIGNED BY: William Wilgus – Chief Engineer 
TOTAL SHEETS: 1 
CONTENTS: Plan, Track & End Elevation, Track 

Elevation Frame and End Frame Section 
 

 
Design & Construction: 
This is another typical wood frame 
structure with a 6” X 8 base, 4” X 6” corner 
posts, 2” x 4” studs and 3’ X 8” rafters.  
What sets this building apart is the angled 
shingled wall detail which flares out at a 5 
degree angle.  The framing studs were 
doubled in the bottom two thirds of the 
walls with 2X4’s cut at the 5-degree angle.  
The shingles were nailed to horizontal 
strips attached to the double studs. 
 
The back and sidewalls featured two sets 
of windows of 6 lites each.  The 7’- 8” X 7’-
2” panel door on the front wall, integrated 
two windows in the upper section 
providing additional interior light. 

The rafters show another unique NYC 
detail, the tails or ends were cut in a 
double curve design (convex and concave) 
giving the roofline a distinctive look.  
Variations of this rafter tail design were 
used on NYC stations and freight depots 
as well.   
 
The roof was originally capped with cedar 
shingles and a distinctive terracotta 
chimney pot1.  Some section houses were 
later reroofed using standing seam metal 
panels, one example being Section House 
No. 19 on Harmon, next to HM Tower and 
the Battery House. 
 

 
NYC – Standard Section House in the Electric 
Division.  This house is probably No. 6 in the 
Mt. St. Vincent area.  (Image provided by 
Larry Faulkner, photographer unknown) 
 

 
NYC – N.Y.C.R.R. Standard 14’ X 20’ Section 
House.  N.Y.C.R.R. Drawing Book N.  
(NYCSHS Collection) 
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ELECTRIC DIVISION SECTION HOUSES 
Locations 

LOCATION Section House 
No. MP*  

Spuyten Duvyl 5 -  
Mt. St. Vincent 6 -  
Ludlow 7 -  
Yonkers 8 -  
Glenwood 9 -  
Greystone - Hastings 10 -  
Dobbs Ferry 11 -  
- 12 -  
Irvington 13 -  
Tarrytown 14 -  
Tarrytown 15 -  
Scarborough 16 -  
Ossining 17 -  
Harmon 18 -  
Harmon 19 -  
Croton-on-Huson 20 -  
Harmon 21 -  
Croton-on-Huson 22   

 

HUDSON DIVISION SECTION HOUSES 
Locations 

LOCATION Section House 
No. MP*  

Oscawana 1 -  
Montrose 2 -  
Peekskill 3 -  
Peekskill 4 -  
Bear Mountain 5 -  
Monitou 6 -  
Cold Springs 7 -  
Dutchess Junction 8 -  
Beacon 9 -  
Chelsea 10 -  
Chelsea 11 -  
New Hamburg 12 -  
Camelot 13 -  
Poughkeepsie 14 -  
Poughkeepsie 15 -  
Poughkeepsie 16 -  
Hyde Park 17 -  
Hyde Park 18 -  
Staatsburg 19 -  
Staatsburg 20 -  
Rhinecliff 21 -  
Rhinecliff 22 -  
Barrytown 23 -  
Barrytown 24 -  

Partial List of Section Houses compiled by 
Larry Faulkner.  Milepost info pending further 
research. (Source: NYC – Valuation Maps) 
 
General Notes and Observations: 
-The Section Houses were painted in the 
standard NYC colors; Shingle walls and 
trim: Dark Green, Chevron and door 
panels: Light Green.  The shingle roof was 
given a dark green stain.  

 
-The Section House model kit was 
developed in collaboration with The 
TrainMaster, LLC.  It is available for order 
from the NYCSHS Collinwood shop at: 
http://www.nycshs.net.   
 

 
Photo showing section house, kit boxes, paint 
and Convention boxcar kit at the 2015 
NYCSHS Convention.  
 
-Information about the Section House kit’s 
manufacturer, The TrainMaster LLC, and 
other modeling offerings is available at: 
https://www.thetrainmaster.com/. 
 
-This drawing article and the model kit 
were developed in collaboration with 
Larry Faulkner who presents the assembly 
process of The TrainMaster LLC’s 14’ X 20’ 
Section House Model Kit in The Harmon 
Files following this article.  
 
Additional Reference Material: 
-Walter Gilman Berg, Buildings and 
Structures of American Railroads, J. Wiley & 
Sons, 1893. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

1 Photographic evidence from the 1940s and 1950s 
show that the terracotta chimney pots were gone 
by that time period. They probably were damaged 
over time due to inclement weather and 
maintenance damage.  They were replaced with 
sheet metal chimneys.	  
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MODELING 
NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 

STANDARD 14’ X 20’ 
SECTION HOUSES 

Model photos by the author 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 
Welcome aboard the Third Quarter 2015 
edition of "THE HARMON FILES".  Once 
again Manuel Duran-Duran and I have 
teamed up to present another signature 
New York Central structure.  This time it's 
a kit we designed from the ground up in 
conjunction with Jim Gau, proprietor and 
laser kit designer, from The Trainmaster, 
LLC brand of laser kits.  Those of you who 
were able to attend this year’s NYCSHS 
Convention in Utica, NY, got to see these 
dandy kits (which all sold out) first hand 
along with the small diorama of the 
finished model that Jim was kind enough 
to build for display at the Convention.  
 
This project got off to several false starts 
with other kit manufacturers a couple of 
years ago.  The basis for these Standard 14’ 
X 20’ Section House kits came from the 
blue prints which are available from the 
NYCSHS Collinwood Shops “Standard 
Plans for Right of Way and Structures” 

DVD.  See Manuel's excellent preceding 
article for more prototype information. 
 
Most readers of this column know that my 
modeling focus is on the Harmon, NY, 
facilities including the area around the 
Village of Croton-on-Hudson.  Therefore I 
needed three of these kits to properly 
model the prototypes that were in and 
around Harmon.  These included Section 
House number 18 which was located on 
the North West side of the Diesel & 
Electric Shops, number 19 located next to 
the Battery house and HM Tower, and 
number 20 located just north of the Brook 
St. crossing in Croton-on-Hudson. 
 

 
Valuation map showing Section House #19 at 
Harmon. (NYC – Valuation Map) 
 
I built numbers 18 and 20 straight from the 
box only modifying one kit by opening the 
door on section house number 20.  
Number 19 was a deviation from the 
“Standard Plan” with the front wall 
reversed with the door on the left hand 
side and a standing seam metal roof 
replacing the shingled roof.  These kits 
practically fall together on their own, so 
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I’m not going to bore you with a step-by-
step narrative on how to build these.  I’ll 
just highlight some of the steps with text 
and photos.  
 

 
 
Valuation map showing # 20 at Croton-on-
Hudson. (NYC – Valuation Map) 
 

 
Section house #20 at Croton-on-Hudson. 
(Photo by E. Alfred Seibel, 1938) 
The instruction sheets included in the kit 
are well thought out in a logical order 

making these kits a breeze to assemble. 
There are a couple of steps that might 
seem a little confusing, but I’ll touch on 
them and show photos to explain.  On 
Jim’s website, www.thetrainmaster.com, 
Jim has a few neat short videos to help 
with construction along with several in 
progress photos.  
 
A little history is in order before we begin 
assembling our kits.  Back in the early part 
of the twentieth century most of the 
Hudson Division was only double tracked.  
The Electric Division was four tracked due 
to the nature of commuter traffic around 
the Big Apple.  During the early 1920s the 
NYC began to straighten out its main line 
along the Hudson River and commence to 
four-track all the way up to Barrytown, 
NY, north of Rhinecliff, NY.   
 
This expansion project doubled the 
amount of tracks that the section gangs 
had in their charge effectively shorting up 
the distance between their territories.  This 
forced the NYC to build these Standard 
Section Houses every few miles compared 
to the greater spacing of the former years.  
 
For the most of the project I used Elmer’s 
Carpenters Wood Glue. I also used some 
Gorilla brand Super Glue to glue the 
chimney pot casting to the top of the roof 
and some Testors Clear Parts Cement for 
the window glazing. I used the NYC 
structure light and dark green paint we 
formulated for the project and that was on 
sale at the convention.  We should have a 
manufacturer for this paint lined up soon. 
 
OK, let’s get started with building the 
section house. 
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STEP 1a Basic Wall Construction  

 

This is what the wall sections look like from 
the backside with the internal bracing 
installed. The smaller upper wall pieces 
with the angled cut are in the upper right 
hand corner of the photo.  These will be 
painted the NYC light green color.  I’m 
doing two kits at the same time hence the 
eight wall sections.  Notice the internal trim 
doesn’t go to the corners of the front and 
back wall sections.  Only the sidewalls have 
the bracing going all the way across the top 
and bottom of the walls. 

 

STEP 1b Basic Wall Construction 

 

The photo at left is the eight wall sections 
from the front side with the window 
mullions painted with the dark green paint 
color.  The dark green door trim overlay has 
been painted and glued over the light green 
area of the front wall.  This makes a nice 
clean paint separation.  The upper wall 
sections have been painted the light green 
color on a piece of tape taped sticky side up 
to hold the parts.  I painted the entire kit 
with a brush and the paints the Manuel 
Duran-Duran formulated for this project. 

 

STEP 2 Main Wall Trim 

 

This is what the wall sections look like when 
the upper wall sections are glued in place. 
The vertical trim pieces between the 
windows and upper walls sections are in 
place except at the corners.  Also the drip 
edge pieces are installed per the instructions 
with plenty of overhang on the end walls. 
These will be trimmed to length after the 
four walls are assembled and squared up.  I 
took to opportunity to open up one of the 
doors. There’s a video on the Trainmaster 
website showing how to do this.  
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STEP 3a Assembled Walls with Lower Walls Completed 

  
  

STEP 3b  

 

These three photos show the walls 
assembled with one kit already painted after 
the lower walls have been shingled.  Take 
your time cutting the shingles as they have a 
tendency to fall apart during the cutting 
process.  The shingles can easily be glued 
back on with Elmer’s Carpenters Wood 
glue.  The horizontal drip pieces under the 
windows have been trimmed to length here 
also and dressed up with a sanding stick. 
Notice the Croton-on-Hudson section house 
number 20 and trim on the end wall. 

 

STEP 4a Roof Assembly 

 

I deviated a little from the kit instructions as 
far as the roof assembly was concerned.  I 
had originally tried blue painter tape to 
temporary hold the pieces together while 
gluing but gave up; I just held the roof 
together and laid a bead of yellow glue 
down and held the parts for a couple of 
minutes to let the glue set up.  I also 
deviated from the instructions on the under-
side bracing.  I actually measured from the 
bottom edge up 4’-6” (scale feet) and drew a 
line for the bracing. (See photos.) 
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STEP 4b Roof Assembly and Bracing 

  
  

STEP 4c Roof Assembly and Bracing 

 

These photos show the roof underside and the 
bracing called out for in the kit instructions.  I used 
some spring clamps to hold the bracing in place on 
the underside for a while until everything was dry.  
Here in Arizona with the very low humidity even 
a puddle of yellow glue dries up fairly quickly!  
The photo at left shows how the roof bracing and 
the top of the walls fit nicely together.  I laid a glob 
of glue along the top of all four walls and set the 
roof in place and held it until the glue tacked up 
and then let it dry overnight.  When I first glued 
the four roof pieces together they warped a little. 
The bracing fixed the warping. 

 

STEP 5 Final Assembly Steps  

 

After studying the few photos we had in our 
collection, it was determined that on these 
buildings the original chimney pots were replaced 
with some other type of metal stove pipe.  I cut off 
one pot from one of the kits and replaced it with a 
white metal casting. This photo at lefts shows the 
rafter tails installed, the roof ridge caps are in place 
ready for paint. This is Section House #20 with the 
door halfway open.  I used some of the floor from 
the other kit with the closed door to use for the 
side and back interior walls, which I painted light 
green to stand out a little.  The stained floor and 
track piece are in the foreground ready to glue in 
place.  
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STEP 6a Finished Model of Section House No. 18 

  
  

STEP 6b Finished Model of Section House No. 20 

  
 

STEP 7a  Section House No. 19 - Variant 

 

Section house number 19 at left was a deviation 
from the “Standard”.  This section house had the 
front wall reversed from the others with the 
sliding door on the left hand side.  It didn’t have 
the usual shingled roof either as seen with a 
standing seam metal roof.  I used Evergreen Scale 
Models 4523 Metal Roofing.  Notice the other 
details in this 1930s photo.  There’s a wooden box 
on the left hand end wall and other wooden boxes 
below.  One is probably a coal box for the coal 
stove inside. The roof cap casting on the roof top 
stands out nicely.  Manuel Duran-Duran cast this 
detail which is in every kit.  
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STEP 7b Finished Model of Section House No. 19 

  
  

STEP 8 Finished Models 

 
Section Houses #18, #20 and #19 

 
 
General Notes: 
v I hope this article and photos helped 
with any construction tips or questions 
that may have come up for anyone.  I 
wrote this article to supplement the kit 
instructions which are well written but 
might raise a question or two.  These kits 
are well designed and should be easy even 
for a first-time laser kit builder. 

v I used the PanPastel brand of 
weathering chalks to weather all the 
models shown here.  The acrylic paints I 
used were developed for this project by 
Manuel Duran-Duran and, hopefully, will 
be available for purchase soon. 
v I used Micro-Engineering Track for the 
short track section running from the house 
to the main line.  I removed every other tie 
to have a prototypical look.  
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Article by Dave Wheeler 

I have long enjoyed the hobby of 
railroading, large (prototype) small (Lionel 
and HO-), and now 1-1/2"-scale. I have 
shared the hobby starting with my father 
and now my son Dave, Jr. and further with 
my daughter’s son, Soren (my grandson). 
However, I believe I was carefully taught 
to love the railroad and especially the New 
York Central by my father. His father, my 
grandfather, was a locomotive engineer on 
the NYC, lived in, and worked out of 
Jackson, MI.  Jackson was a major facility 
on the Central (MCRR) between New York 
and Chicago. 

 

Jackson, MI, shops circa 1930'?  (From the 
Ken Soderbeck collection) 

I grew up and lived in Ypsilanti, Michigan 
my family would frequently go to Jackson 
to see our grandparents. I remember well 
listening to my dad and grandfather 
talking "railroad" as the three of us sat in 
grandpa's den, while my mother, sister, 
and grandmother were conversing in the 
living room. I grew up in the 1950s, and 
things were still less guarded around the 
railroad than what we see today. Grandpa  

Photos by Dave & Dave, Jr. 

would take my dad and me to and into the 
shops. I think with these memories and 
those of hiking along the NYC railroad 
with my father it is no wonder I grew up 
with a love of the railroad. 

I got out of college in the mid-1960s as an 
electrical engineer, to a very satisfying 
career in the electrical power generation 
industry in power plants throughout the 
midwest and dams all across the United 
States. 

Like many other young boys of my age I 
had a Lionel train set; mine consisted of a 
New York Central Pacific and three 
lightning striped F-7's in an A-B-A consist, 
with a nice complement of freight and 
passenger cars.  

As our children grew and began to notice 
trains, we started out with a 027-gauge 
and then went to HO-. However, when 
Dave, Jr. graduated from college and 
moved from home, I found myself with 
more time and a little more spending 
money. 

Mary and I have a cottage on a lake near 
Marshall, MI. North of Marshall there is a 
restaurant complex called Turkeyville. At 
this complex is a 1- 1/2"-scale (used to be 
called Live Steam-gauge) railroad of very 
nice construction and of modest size. Mary 
and I would go there from time to time to 
eat, and I would observe the happenings 
on the associated railroad. 

Mary and I enjoy a friendship with 
another couple from Ypsilanti, the 
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Walters. They have a winter home in Hobe 
Sound, FL. We started spending time with 
the Walters in February approximately 12 
or so years ago. Pat Walters and I would 
travel only a couple of blocks to watch the 
Florida East Coast railroad at work. One 
day Pat took me South to Broward County 
to a small 1-1/2"-gauge railroad called 
Tradewinds and Atlantic. We met folks 
there and began to discuss their railroad. 
They asked if we would like to join the 
railroad, and I did. On another visit to 
Tradewinds Railroad, Jon H. was showing 
me around. He took me into some of the 
engine storage buildings. In one of the 
buildings was a very handsome model of a 
GE B40-8 in Union Pacific livery. 

 
B40-8 in UP livery in engine barn at 
Tradewinds, Broward Co. FL. 

I began to study it (perhaps drooling on it) 
and Jon said, actually that engine could be 
"For Sale." Well you guessed it; I bought it, 
rented a U-Haul trailer, and took it to 
Michigan.  

Now having an engine of my own gave 
me reason to join the Mid-Michigan 
Railroad, the railroad at Turkeyville. I did 
join and took the UP engine there 
frequently.

 
B40-8 in UP livery ready to go at the 
Turkeyville yard with Bill Wheeler (a close 
friend but no relation) at the controls. Rom, 
our German Shepherd, and I awaiting a ride. 

One Sunday a few years back we went to 
eat at Turkeyville with another couple, the 
Helmicks. Dick Helmick also likes 
railroading and has a rather extensive HO-
scale layout. While he and I were walking 
the Turkeyville layout, we came to a 
classification yard and steaming bays.  

 

Working on a loco at the teaming bays in 
Turkeyville. These locos require a lot of focus 
to get them ready for steaming. 

 

In the yard, we found two GP-7's in Soo 
RR livery for sale. One was an electric 



Fond Memories and the Building of my Favorite 
NYC Diesel Locomotive 

 

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2015 58	  

powered unit and the other a dummy unit. 
My friend a Soo appreciator liked them 
very much. I admired them, but did not 
comment to anybody about them. 

Time passed and I began to think about 
those Geeps some more. Rationalizing to 
myself, what if I did buy those 
engines...perhaps rebuild the internal 
power, controls, and put them in black 
with lightning strips livery???? 

 

A pair of Geeps in Soo RR livery at  
Turkeyville when Dave first looked at them in 
detail. 

The 1-1/2"-scale railroad bug had a real 
hold on me now. I did buy the two Soo 
Geeps; I ran them the rest of that summer 
in Soo livery, but with the coming of fall 
and winter, they went into my shop at the 
lake house.  

In the 1-1/2"-scale hobby, there are two 
types of power for models of Diesel 
locomotives, gasoline/hydraulic and 
electric powered. The UP engine was 
electric; it was a 24-volt system, with a 24-
volt DC motor mounted mid-ship with the 
motor shaft parallel with the rails. 

 

The pair of GP-7's (in Soo livery) awaiting 
restoration at the lake shop. 

The motor is mounted on the Deck 
(walkway) level of the locomotive and has 
a timing belt using a speed reducing 
combination of two pulleys; the belt runs 
down through the Deck Plate to a 
horizontal Jackshaft below the frame. 
From the Jackshaft there are two drive 
shafts with two universal joints each 
running to the forward and the rear 
trucks.  

 

B40-8 with center cover removed showing the 
motor & controls. 

All of these shafts are hidden in what 
appears to be the fuel tank. Most of these 
DC versions of 1-1/2" electric locomotives 
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use four or six, 6-volt golf cart batteries. 
The motor, batteries, and controller are 
housed within the locomotive car body. 

As late fall approached that year I started 
with the entire rebuilding of the Soo 
dummy GP-7 unit.   

While hiking with my father in the early 
1950s, I took a picture of a new NYC GP-7 
coming toward us.  The picture looks like 
a child took it with a Brownie camera, and 
that is just what it was. Remembering the 
old photo and being with my father on 
those hikes, I thought..., "that's the engine 
I'll model". So sure enough the building or 
re-building of the dummy unit into NYC 
5644 began. 

 

A real NYC 5644 heading East toward 
Ypsilanti, MI, along the Huron River at 
Dixboro Road, Ann Arbor, MI. 

The building of one of these engines 
requires a lot of work and time, 
engineering, welding, metal fabricating, 
wiring, sound system instalation,  testing, 
painting and lettering. Liking the way the 
UP engine operated I decided to stay with 
that form of design. 

 

Dave’s friend Jim Durbin is helping to apply 
lightning stripes on the GP-7. 

 

GP-7 #5644 with lightning strips and numbers 
awaits spring weather to begin its test run. 
 
For power I decided to use four T105 
Trojan golf cart batteries connected in 
series, thus giving me a 24 volt system. 

 
 

Interior 
view 
showing 
the Trojan 
batteries. 
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The motor I chose was a "Perm" brand of 
aproximently 15 HP. To control that I 
chose to use a "Sevcon" motor controller 
(they are actually intended for use in 
industrial electric fork lifts), and they do 
have a good rugged track record.  

The following spring the engine was ready 
to leave my shop at the lake house. I refere 
to that shop as my "Jackson Back Shop". 

 
5644 on lift table all ready to leave the shop in 
Turkeyville. 
 
5644 is a rather heavy little engine 
although not as heavy as some of our 
other engines. 5644 weighs in at about 800 
pounds. I build and work on the engines 
on a large and substantual bench or 
sometimes racks which allow me to reach 
in underneath the engines. I bought a 
hydralic lift table from eBay and 
suspended it on a frame with casters. On 
the top I mounted a 10' piece of 8" channel 
iron. The inside measurement of the 
channel is 7-1/2" just the gauge of the 
railroad. I built latches (to be able to hook 
the movable lift to the bench for transfer) 
and safety stop bumpers so the items on 
the lift can't roll off the ends. 

 

Loaded in the trailer and ready to go. 

The GP-7 was loaded in the trailer for a 
ride to the Mid-Michigan Railroad for its 
first test run on the road.  

At that point not quite all of the finishing 
details had been completed. The Sevcon 
controller has to be programed via a 
computer, that required time on the 
railroad to tune such features as 
acceleration and deceleration times, 
maximum coasting speed (how fast do 
you want this engine to be allowed to go 
down a steep hill), etc. All of the models of 
Diesel engines that the Wheelers have are 
electric powered. In our oppinion that 
gives us some great advanteges. They are 
Clean, No Odors, and it allows us to install 
sound systems in them. It is similar to 
what some of the HO modelers do with 
Digitrax or the like. The big supplier of 
sounds systems in the 1-1/2" scale is 
Pheonix Sound of Ann Arbor, MI. These 
sound cards are also programmed via a 
computer. You buy the basic sound card 
for the particular locomotive you’re 
modeling. In our case an EMD GP-7 with 
Lesslie two chime horn. Many features are 
available to be set by your computer: 
engine cranking and start-up sound, break 
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application (shoes squeeling against steel 
wheels), brake release (air escaping) bell 
and horn control from the opperator’s 
control box. The sound of the internal 
engine (diesel prime mover) is connected 
electrically to the input voltage of the 
Perm motor. Thus as the locomotive  
begins to move the sound of the prime 
mover also accelerates. I also programmed 
the sound and chose the frequency of 
operation of the engine’s air compressor. 

The output of the sound card is then fed 
into an amplifier, like those some people 
have installed in there automobles. 
Depending what is being used for 
speakers will determine what the amplifier 
requirements will be. Speaker selection 
took a couple of tries. At first I was using 
two 6" X 9" multi-range speakers. But 
diesel engine sounds are very low in the 
frequency spectrum. I changed one of the 
speakers to a "Polk" 10" sub-woofer 
designed for marine use. I chose the 
marine use speaker because the engine is 
run out of doors for card ordering rain or 
shine. Mounting the 10" speaker within the 
carbody of a packed full GP-7 took some 
doing and reengineering  and the 
relocation of existing parts within. And 
sure, it now required a much larger 
amplifier to drive such a speaker. But it 
does give very good fidelity reproduction 
of the sounds of the prototype. 

 

Right side view of 5644 showing Blomberg 
brake rigging. 

EMD (General Motors Electro Motive 
Division), started fitting their locomotives 
with Blomberg Trucks beginning in 1939. 
The GP-7 was produced between October 
1949 and May 1954. GP-7s had Blomberg 
Trucks, so I decided it would look better if 
my model of 5644 were fitted with two 
axel Blomberg Trucks, including 
prototypical brake rigging. 

 A close up of 5644’s right rear truck showing 
the brake rigging is slung below the axel and 
truck side frames.  

I think it does give the truck and the entire 
locomotive a very nice and finished look. 
Well... it looks good, but not all model 
railroads especially 1-1/2"-gauge have 
perfect tracks. This gauge suffers more 
from winter frosts and just simple tie 
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rotting out in the weather than do other 
scales. 

And of course the inevitable did occur. My 
favorite little Geep did derail one early fall 
day. Derailing in this scale poses semi-
major problems. You do not just reach 
over and pick it up; it has to be moved 
with jacks and timbers.  

Friends helping Dave (in bright red jacket) 
address the initial damage. They moved it to 
the side in order to clear the main for other 
traffic. 

When the engine derailed the brake 
rigging suffered the greatest damage; it 
bent it severely, causing it to constantly 
have trouble at switch points and frogs 
from then on. The lead trucks suffered the 
greatest damage both to the brakes and 
universal drive. 

As a child, I was often taken to wrecks on 
the railroad by my father and his brother, 
my uncle. I have pondered what would 
the New York Central Jackson shop crews 
have done in this situation? I know very 
well! I had seen such; they would bring 
out the Jackson wrecker, re-rail the 
locomotive and then take a torch, cut off 

any damaged parts, and then tow it back 
to Jackson. 

 On my 5644 after removing many of the 
truck’s critical parts in the field, the engine 
was ready to be taken back to "Hidden 
Valley Yard" for further assessment. This 
mishap occurred at my favorite railroad, 
"White Creek".  The derailment was almost 
a mile from the Hidden Valley Yard, thus 
requiring help to get it to the yard from a 
friend.

After re-railing, 5644 is pushed back to Hidden 
Valley Yard, White Creek. 

Sadly, at least in my mind, the Blomberg 
brakes had to be removed from both 
trucks. It is inevitable that model trains 
will have derailments, and in this little 
engine's life, they will be severe. I am 
currently running the engine without 
brakes on the trucks; it now has a disc 
brake on the main jackshaft. I am studying 
and planning ways to apply the 
appearance of Blomberg brakes on the 
engine, which could survive a derailment 
or be easily and less expensive to replace. 
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The Blomberg truck on bench with brake 
rigging removed to assess the damage.  

Since the mishap with the severe 
derailment I have been giving the 
Blomberg break rigging more thought. 
After talking to a friend with an Alco 
engine displaying similar brakes on an 
Alco truck, he and I came up with an idea 
of placing a "Teflon" block below the steps 
on the front and rear of the engine. The 
blocks will be wider than the rails but just 
inside of the lower step. These blocks will 
go from the step on one side of the 
locomotive to the step to the other or 
opposite side of the locomotive, and be 
just about an eighth of an inch below the 
brake rigging. The damage to the brakes 
occurs when the lower slack adjusters hit 
the rail. The side of the truck, which falls 
between the rails, does not suffer damage, 
but the side of the truck, which goes over 
the rail, is severely damaged.                         

5644 is one of my favorite engines because 
of reasons stated above: it is a hard 
worker, can move almost anything, and 
does not suffer from wheel slip (Except on 
wet rails).  I can run it for about two days 
of 10 hour running a day before it needs a 
recharging of the batteries. 

Dave, Jr. with a long cut of cars, 5644 is just 
behind the engineer about mid-train. 

We attend events at White Creek RR, in 
Michigan as often as we can; it is a large, 
well-planned, and very well-maintained 
railroad. It is completely signaled for bi-
directional operation. It has tunnels, many 
steep hills, and many long bridges. It 
passes through much wooded land and 
wetlands. White Creek has "Open 
Sessions" which welcome trains and 
people from all over the country about 
three or four times a year. 

Dick Helmick passes through Timothy at 
White Creek. Note signal just ahead of 5644.  

White Creek also has "card order sessions" 
three and four time a year, as well.  Card 
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order is special fun! Those sessions 
normally last for three days, sometimes 
more. The railroad has almost 250 
industries with dedicated sidings for them. 
A train has a crew of three or four. That 
crew is given a cut of cars at the Hidden 
Valley yard or the Corner Town yard, and 
has to distribute them at the proper 
industry throughout the railroad. 
Passenger trains are also operating during 
card order sessions. You had better not 
have a freight train out on the main when 
a passenger train is due.  

 
Dave, Jr. & 5644 meeting the Burlington 
Zephyr at Lake City,  White Creek. 

The sessions operate rain or shine, warm, 
hot, or cold! 

5644 with Dave, Jr. at the controls at the 
South end of Mirror Lake, White Creek. 

 
5644 with Dave, Sr. at the controls coming 
into the locomotive yard. 

 
A great view of Classification yard at White 
Creek. 

5644 has traveled all over.  It has been to 
railroads from Tampa FL, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Ohio, and many roads in 
Michigan. This next June it will be going to 
Train Mountain in Oregon with its sister 
locomotive NYC 5804.  

Participating in the hobby and visiting 
various railroads has brought the 
Wheelers in contact with a lot of very good 
and interesting people. We have become 
good friends with people who come from 
all over the entire eastern half of the 
United States. these folks also enjoy 1-
1/2"-scale railroading; however, some of 
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these friends still have trouble 
understanding the New York Central is 
still the greatest railroad! 

 

 
At Eagle Point RR in Chattanooga, TN with 
wife, Mary, at the controls. 

Being with the family adds a wonderful 
touch to the hobby, Dave, Jr. lives in the 
Minneapolis area with his wife and three 
daughters. They all come to the lake house 
in the summer (Dave, Jr. more frequently) 
and we all go to Turkeyville to have fun 
with the trains. When my daughter Laura 
comes with her children, her son Soren 
likes to go to Turkeyville to work and 
operate the train with Grandpa. 

Grandson, Soren, helping to move the transfer 
table at Turkeyville. 

 
Soren waiting for Grandpa so he can drive at 
Turkeyville. 

Second GP-7 on the road now.  It still needs 
some details and some bug fixes, but it sure 
looks great with the other one. 

As I said earlier, this hobby has provided 
good and fun times for what is now going 
into the fourth generation. 
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Creating Drawings for 
Tower 65 in Chatham, NY 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
Tower No. 65, Chatham, NY.  Detail from a 
historic post card image (Dated August, 1924) 
 
Growing up in New York City in the late 
1970s my family had a summer home in 
Hillsdale, NY, on the upper Harlem Line 
of the New York Central.  My mother’s 
family had been camping at Copake Fall’s 
and Millerton since WW II and even took 
the Harlem Line when they did not have a 
car during WW II.  I spent many summers 
at the ore pit at Taconic State Park in 
Copake Falls and fondly remember the 
train whistle and running to watch the 
local passenger trains and freights coming 
through Copake Falls and Hillsdale.  
 
When I was a kid dad gave me an Arnold 
Rapido N-scale train set.  This started my 
love of model trains and my summers in 
Hillsdale on the Upper Harlem Line.  
 
The New York Central and Harlem River 
RR originated at Grand Central Terminal 
and connected to the Boston and Albany 
RR in Chatham, NY.  Service was 
provided from GCT to Chatham and 
North Adams up until April 1953.  
Commuter service on the electrified  

portion of the line was provided to North 
White Plains where the switch to Steam 
and later Diesel was made. The portion of 
the line beyond North White Plains is 
considered the “Upper” Harlem Line.  The 
Harlem also served as a bypass for the 
Hudson Division when there were 
problems and derailments on the line. 
Service was provided up the Harlem Line 
with bus service provided from the 
Harlem Stations to the Hudson line 
stations.  Trains ran over the Harlem to 
Chatham where they were routed on to 
the westbound B&A to Albany.  Chatham 
was also a division point and connection 
to the Rutland Railroad where the “Rut 
Milk” came from up until the 1953 
abandonment of the line to Chatham. 
 
Chatham included a Yard, turntable, and 
roundhouse for the Harlem trains, and an 
East and West yard on the B&A. Rutland 
also had an interchange yard in Chatham. 
 
All of this activity was controlled by two 
towers on the B&A. Tower 65 to the east 
controlled movements on the Harlem 
Division and the east yard on the B&A.  
The tower had a 35 lever Armstrong 
interlocking.  The dispatcher 
communicated with Tower 66 to the west 
and the Harlem Dispatcher in GCT.  
Tower 66 controlled movements in the 
west yard and communicated with 
Niverville and Ghent on the Hudson 
Branch of the B&A. Tower 66 also handled 
interchange traffic from the Rutland.  
When Hudson Division trains were 
rerouted over the Harlem Division Tower 
66 coordinated that activity as well. 
Chatham was a busy place up until the 
mid- to late-1950s and great to model in 
that time!  Both towers were demolished 
by the early 1960s. 
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Over the years I have been more of an  
armchair modeler than actual modeler. I 
had built several small N-Scale layouts, 
but I always knew that I wanted to model 
the upper Harlem between Millerton and 
Chatham when time and space allowed. 
With family and work commitments, I 
never had the time to do more than collect 
N-scale models and do research about the 
area I wanted to model. 
	  

 
Sanborn Map of Chatham, NY, with detail 
insert showing location of Tower No. 65. 
(Date: 1923) 
 
Researching the upper Harlem Line has 
been a long and rewarding process.  Over 
the years I have collected many books and 
research materials on the New York 

Central and Harlem Division.  The internet 
has proved to be a great resource for  
material on Chatham and as time goes on 
more information has become available 
including maps and photos.  I have made 
several good connections that have 
provided photos of Chatham in the 1960s.  
The recent uploading of the Barriger 
Collection of Photos has provided lots of 
details of the Boston and Albany and 
Chatham.  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
were the starting point for my research.  I 
was able to get Sanborn maps of Chatham 
and Millerton from my local library 
system.  They are also available through 
the Library of Congress.  These maps 
provide the most accurate details of the 
structures and features of the buildings 
and are to scale.  The maps that were 
available date from 1923, but main 
railroad features had not changed into the 
1950s. Other resources included valuation 
maps of the Harlem Line that were 
available from the NYCSHS and valuation 
maps of the B&A and Rutland Road in 
Chatham was obtained online.  Track 
charts of the B&A were helpful as well to 
establish locations of the Barriger photos.  
USGS maps are also a source of basic 
information on track layouts and 
elevations.  Historic maps were available 
on line for the years I was interested in.  
	  
The early post card of Tower 65 and 
powerhouse provides the best view of the 
tower and was the starting point for my 
drawings. There are not a lot of 
photographs of Tower 65.  I have found 
photos of Tower 65 only show partial 
views and I have no view of the East side 
of the tower that faced Hudson Avenue.  
Fortunately Tower 65 was directly across 
from Chatham Station so equipment 
photos taken at the station show partial 
views of the tower.  	  
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Tower No. 65 and Power House, Chatham, NY.  
Historic Post Card.  (Dated August 1924) 
 
Although Tower 66 is not quite the same 
design (Most B&A structures have HH 
Richardson1 design features typical of the 
line), there are many more photos 
available that I used for overall details.  
The Sanborn Map was used to get the 
footprint of the tower.  A Barriger photo of 
the west side of the tower enlarged in my 
browser helped to establish heights as 
well. 
	  

Chatham Station and Tower 65 (Charles 
Ballard Photo) 
	  
Assumptions had to be made when 
making the drawings.  I had found a good 
photo showing the shingle siding (and a 
Budd RDC) and was able to count the 
shakes and establish heights while making 
assumptions as to the size of the shingles!  
One of the more challenging details was 
windows. Trying to estimate the height 
and width was difficult.  An interior photo 
of Tower 65 from The Coming of the New 
York and Harlem by Louis V. Grogan  

helped to establish the height above the 
floor of the windowsill.  Trial and error 
dimensions were used to establish some of 
the other more recognizable features of the 
Tower. These included the roof pitches 
and overhangs and door sizes and widths. 
Using details from drawings of typical 
passenger and freight houses from the 
NYCSHS Structures CD helped with 
corner and stair details.  
	  

Budd RDC’s at Chatham (Tower 65 at right)	  
	  
By using many photos showing parts of 
the Tower, I was able to recreate a 
reasonable facsimile of a tower that is long 
gone and will one day see duty on my 
upper Harlem themed layout.  
 
I had a lot of fun doing the research for 
this project and realize that there are many 
facets to model railroading that can be an 
enjoyable part of the hobby. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1  Henry Hobson Richardson was a prominent 
American architect who designed buildings in 
cities like Albany, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, Milwaukee, and other smaller cities. 
The style he popularized is named after him: 
Richardsonian Romanesque.  Richardson designed 
nine railroad station buildings for the B&A as well 
as three stations for other lines. 
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Article by Hitomi Okuno*, 

Tokyo, Japan 

Photos by Hitomi and his uncle-in-
law 

Hitomi lives in Tokyo, Japan, but models 
the NYC railroad in HO-scale.  His multi-
level layout is very extensive and 
replicates the NYC in the late 1960s.  It 
consists of highly detailed scenes set in 
downtown New York City, 
Croton/Harmon, NY, and the Bronx with 
lots of very well executed trackwork and 
scenery.  

 

These photos give an overview of just part of 
Hitomi’s layout and shows some of the 
extensive downtown buildings in New York 
City. 

It is an all diesel road with both passenger 
and freight action along the main line. His 
modeling of the NYC mainline along the 
Hudson is outstanding and stretches to 
Albany, NY. To gain a true appreciation of 
the modeling detail take a look at the 

March 2008 edition of Modeling Railroading, 
where his two-level layout was featured. 
That article includes excellent track 
diagrams and many photos of his layout. 

Hitomi visited the US and spent some time 
at the NYC museum in Elkhart, IN, and 
told us that standing there looking at the 
E-8A he wished it was 50 years ago so he 
could see the real NYC trains running 
instead of just the loco and cars on display 
there.

 

You can see Hitomi’s attention to detail in 
this scene with the stopped traffic, people, and 
lighted crossing signals.  Notice the phone 
booth, fence, people, and KFC in the 
background. Also notice the detail in the 
roadway. 
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Looks like the cops have their hands full with 
this fight beside the local A&P market.  
Hitomi seems to be very good at creating 
interesting vignettes to draw attention to the 
detail he puts into his modeling. 

But that is not the focus of this article.  
Hitomi wanted to share some of the details 
of his kitbashing efforts and felt that the 
NYC style tugboat modeling would be 
interesting to our NYCS modelers. 

Hitomi has a harbor scene on his layout to 
accurately feature another of the 
interesting aspects of the NYCS.   

Since there were no good models of the 
actual NYCS boats, he decided to find a 
model that was close and then tailor it to 
provide an accurate replica of the real 
thing. 

For his 1960s harbor scene he needed 
several boats but will tell you about one of 
them in particular. 

He began with research into the harbor 
activities of the NYCS and found some 
good photos on pages 96-97 of the 
Morning Sun Book, The New York Central, 
Road to the Future. 

For the base kit he purchased Walthers’ 
HO-scale Railroad Tugboat. 

As you can see from this shot of the Walthers’ 
Railroad Tub Boat, this is a pretty good place 
to start. (Photo from Walthers website). 

Hitomi modeled both a diesel engine and 
a steam engine tugboat and used slightly 
different material for each.

The completed steam and diesel tugboats sit 
side-by-side in Hitomi’s harbor.  

Diesel Tug #34 
 
For the diesel engine boat #34, Hitomi 
added front stair steps and a railing 
between lower and upper decks. These 
were from Central Valley, and he also 
used some styrene rods for railing. 
 
He also added stair steps and a landing 
with railing and added an exit door on the 
backside of the cabin. He added a ladder 
and guide railing to the top of the cabin 
and on the backside of the cabin. 
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You can see in this photo that diesel tug #34 
came out very nice, and it has a very 
prototypical look. 
 
Steam Tug #13 
 
For the steam powered tug #13, he added 
front stair steps and a railing between 
lower and upper decks using Central 
Valley parts and some styrene rods. 
 
He shortened (cut down) the height of the 
cabin by ¼” and cut down the height of 
the cabin windows by 2mm. 

                   
He then added styrene wood pattern sheet 
and c-channel and rods to divide the wood 
and steel walls for trim of the cabin. He 
then added stir steps and landing railing 
and an exit door on the backside of the 
cabin. He added a ladder and guide railing 
to the top of the cabin (backside of the 
cabin) and replaced and relocated the 
smokestack and replaced the one on the 
model with a Frenchman River Model 
Works’ Steam Stack. 
 
Further modifications included replacing 
the existing fender with a Frenchman 
River Model Works’ Rope Bow Fender and 
adding Side Marker Lights on the roof of 
the cabin. 
 

To finish the models he hand brush 
painted them with Floquil Polly Scale 
“Jade Green” (Century Green for NYC 
folk) for #’s 31 & 34 and decaled it with 
Micro-Scale HO- & N- scale NYC Diesel 
Sets.  He also weathered the models for a 
more realistic look. He used appropriate 
Polly Scale browns for #13 and decaled 
and weather it as well. 

 

The two steam tugs, # 31 & 13 came out very 
nicely and add an interesting scene to 
Hitomi’s wonderful NYCS layout. You can see 
what a great job he did with the painting, 
lettering, and weathering in these photos. 
 

For those that are interested in a detailed 
history of NYC’s marine operations, see 
the 2nd Qtr. 2011 Central Headlight article, 
“The Water Level Route Takes to the 
Water: NYC Marine Operations in New 



Kitbashing a NYC Style Tugboat 

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2015 72	  

York Harbor. Part 1 & 2”. Part 3 can be 
found in the 4th Qtr. 2011, Part 4 in 2nd Qtr. 
2012, and Part 5 in 4th Qtr. 2012. You might 
also take a look at the 4th Qtr. 1981 edition 
of the Central Headlight and read the 
article, “New York Central ‘No. 34’” for 
more details on one of the tugs that Hitomi 
reproduced. 

New York Central Tug No. 31 pushes a 
carfloat upriver past the company’s piers at 
Weehawken in March 1956.  This photo was 
taken well before the tugs were repainted in 
Century Green. (Photo by Conrad Milster, 
NYCSHS Collection.) 

In an oil painting by maritime historical 
artist and NYCSHS member William G. 
Muller, New York Central steam tug No. 31 is 
eastbound in 1954 off "The Battery" at the 
southern tip of Manhattan. (Photo of painting 
from the Central Headlight and the NYCSHS 
Collection.) 

This is a roster of all of the NYCS tugboats 
with some details about each one. Note that 
#13 left the NYCS fleet in 1956, so Hitomi is 
using a little imagination by having it on his 
1960s layout, but then that is what model 
railroading is all about. 
 
*Hitomi provided all of the basic 
information for this article, but it was 
written by Noel Widdifield.  So if there are 
any mistakes you can blame Noel. 
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This is a drawing of NYC Tugboat No. 34 from one of the Central Headlight articles cited above.  

 

An Excellent NYCS Modeling Resource = NYCSHS Central 
Headlight 1970 – 2014 DVD 

 
 

This DVD contains thousands of photos, drawings and articles about the NYCS.  It is a wonderful 
resource for any NYCS modeler.  They are priced at $59.00 for non-members and $39.00 for NYCSHS 

members.  Purchase yours today at www.NYCSHS.net 
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Visit the NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 75 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 
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Article by David Gallaway 

Since I was a small boy of about 10, I have 
always had an interest in trains. I’m not 
sure what started this interest, but my 
parents took notice and for my 12th 
birthday bought me a Hornby OO (HO-
scale) train set. 

Both my parents got involved in helping 
my brothers and me build a 4 X 8 foot 
layout in a spare bedroom. My memory is 
a bit hazy, but I believe it was more 
orientated towards a British railway, as the 
hobby shops in Australia at that time had 
very little in the way of US railroads. 

When I was about 17, I walked into a store 
one day and noticed a copy of Railroad 
Model Craftsman amongst the other hobby 
magazines. It’s the story I’m sure you have 
all read before. From then on I was hooked 
on US railroading. 

I began building my first proper model 
railroad back in the 1970s and in the 
intervening years built and tore down 
about three of them. 

Back in 2007 I decided that it was time to 
move on in respect to my most recent 
layout. There were numerous factors that 
brought me to this point, but mainly I was 
dissatisfied with the layout design itself 
(too many levels, too "spaghetti" looking), 
and the environment in which the layout 
was being built (a free standing garage 
that needed serious refurbishment) 
amongst other things. All these factors led 
me to bite the bullet, tear it down, and 
start over; including the building in which 
the new layout would be located. 

 

   Photos by Dave 

Demolition and Reconstruction 

 
Reconstruction of the purpose built room has 
begun in this photo of David’s handiwork. 

Here are a couple of photos of the old 
layout taken during the "destruction" 
phase. 
You can see why I wanted a change -- not 
a good look. The two-levels concept just 
wasn't working for me.  Plus, this was pre-
DCC, so wiring all those blocks and using 
twin-coil switch machines was a pain.

 
This photo shows part of the old layout 
during the knock down. Whilst it works for 
some people, dual level wasn’t for me. 
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This is part of the unfinished yard and engine 
terminal before I tore it all down to start 
anew. 

Concept and Track Plan 

The new layout room would measure 
approximately 20' X 12' with a small 
workshop at one end. 
 
Next step, whilst 1:1 construction was 
going on, was a layout plan. I re-read all 
my railroad magazines and layout 
planning books trying to come up with 
something that would work in the space 
available, yet not be too complicated that I 
would end up back where I was with the 
old layout. 
 
That's when I came across Lance 
Mindheim and www.shelflayouts.com. I 
liked the approach to the layout building 
that Lance has adopted. It is a simple track 
plan, not too much track, and room for 
plenty of scenery. 
 
My idea was to capture the look of a 
single-track branch line criss-crossing the 
hills and dales of the Adirondacks in the 
1950s. By basing my fictional line (the 
Franklin, Hamilton, and Essex) on the 

Adirondack Division of the New York 
Central, in theory it should be easier to 
create a believable model railroad by using 
features such as scenery, rolling stock of 
the period, etc., that featured on the 
prototype. 
 
After answering a fairly extensive and 
detailed Q&A about what I was trying to 
achieve, Lance came up with a layout plan 
with which I was very happy. 

  
A view of the final layout plan by Lance 
Mindheim. An expanded version is found at 
the end of this article. 

Why the Franklin, Hamilton, & Essex?  I 
worked in New York for three years back 
in the mid-80s.  We had a vacation in the 
Adirondacks once and enjoyed the 
beautiful scenery in that part of the 
country.  As a result of my daily commute 
into Grand Central from Larchmont I 
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became interested in the New York 
Central. One thing led to another, and I 
settled on my fictional line based on the 
New York Central. 
 
I noticed that Franklin, Hamilton, and 
Essex counties had New York Central 
track running through them so settled on 
that name for the fictional line. 
 
During the layout design period Lance 
mounted a pretty convincing argument to 
ditch most of the old layout and start 
afresh with a new layout plan in a brand 
new layout room. 
 
And so construction began in early 2008. 
As time went by I started to research more 
about the operation of the New York 
Central in the area I was modelling. 
This opened up another fascinating aspect 
of this hobby -- prototype modelling. 
I purchased copies of Fairy Tale Railroad, 
Railroads of the Adirondacks and Where Did 
The Tracks Go in the Central Adirondacks. 
The more I read the more I was interested. 
 
After much reading I decided that the 16-
mile Saranac branch of the New York 
Central from Lake Clear Junction. into 
Lake Placid would work for the area I had 
on the layout room. At the same time I 
decided that my approach to building my 
layout would be prototype-freelance. 
 
By this time I was a fair way along in 
building the layout to change the track 
plan that Lance had developed to replicate 
the prototype. So I decided to leave the 
track plan as it was and to build a 
representation of that branch line. Hence 
Town A became Saranac Lake, Town B, 
Ray Brook and Town C, Lake Placid. The 

Delaware & Hudson interchange that on 
the original plan was changed to Franklin, 
Hamilton, and Essex and also became the 
hamlet of Lyons, though in reality there 
was no such interchange, nor passenger 
station. The staging area “off stage” 
became Lake Clear Junction. 

To try and tie it all in, I decided to model 
some obvious features from each town to 
give a good representation of the towns. 
For example, I had Rich Cobb build me a 
model of Lake Placid station along with an 
early version of the station at Ray Brook. 

 

The Lake Placid station custom built by Rich 
Cobb. 

 

Ray Brook station as it was prior to the 1928 
fire as built by Rich Cobb. I loved the look of 
the towered Queen Anne shingled station so 
decided it should make a non-prototypical 
appearance. 

So rather than build a highly detailed 
version of the Saranac branch, I'm building 
a representation of the branch. 
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Construction and Track 

Conventional open grid bench work was 
used to frame the railroad using 4” X 1“ 
pine. The 1/8” cork roadbed was laid on 
½” plywood. 

 
The grid bench work is starting to take shape 
for the town of Saranac Lake. 

This is a view of the Lake Placid peninsula. 
That’s Lyons in the distance and Ray Brook to 
the right. Use your imagination and you can 
clearly see them. 

For the continuous run connector, I opted 
for a lift out rather than a duck under. I 
built this from an article I came across in 
Basic Model Railroad Benchwork by 
Kalmbach Books. A bit fiddly installing 
but works like a charm. I have slightly 
oversize rail connectors at either end of the 

track on the lift out to ensure it aligns well 
with the main line track. 

 
Here we see the lift out continuous run 
connector in place. This will allow me to run 
my trains in a continuous loop and it can be 
lifted out to allow access to all parts of the 
layout. 

The steel shelf pegs on the angles work well as 
locating pins as can be seen in this photo. 

The track is Micro Engineering Code 70 on 
the main line and Code 55 for the sidings.  
All turnouts are Micro Engineering #6 and 
feature Tortoise switch machines. The 
staging yard has sensors installed to cut 
track power once a locomotive reaches the 
end of the yard. 
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Track ballast is N-scale by Arizona Rock 
and Mineral. 
 
Scenery 
 
The plan was to proceed and lay the entire 
track before scenery commenced. 
That idea did not last long as, despite 
getting about half the mainline down, I 
was keen to get some scenery to get away 
from all that plywood/foam sheeting. 
Scenery work is something I get great 
satisfaction from. Almost like an artist 
starting with a blank canvas. 

 
Here you can see the early stage of scenic work 
on the entrance from the staging area to the 
layout. 

 
And this is the finished area. That tunnel 
portal came from Lou Sassi’s old layout West 
Hoosic Division of the Boston & Maine. 

The above photos are before and after 
photos taken in the early stages of the area 
where the main line enters from staging. 

As there are no mountains, building the 
surrounding scenery was pretty 
straightforward. There is a cutting to hide 
the interchange track at Lyons, which was 
built using terrain made of foam sheets 
covered with “ground goop”. It is hard to 
beat for holding scenery material in place 
once it dries hard.  The rocks were made 
using Woodland Scenics rock molds and 
regular plaster of Paris. 

  
The interchange at Lyons is hidden by this 
cutting. The trees are a mixture of custom 
built and Super Trees by Jane’s Trains and 
Sterling Models. 
 
Modelling the Adirondack area requires a 
serious amount of trees. What I do is use 
the Super Trees for the majority of the 
woods while using the custom made trees 
to highlight primary structures or scenes. 
 
When planning the scenery, I decided to 
include some farming scenes to add some 
credibility to a couple of trackside 
industries. The stone fence was built with 
individual stones as suggested by Lou 
Sassi in his book Basic Scenery for Model 
Railroaders. What a pain it was to build! 
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FH&E 66 passes dairy cows on its way to the 
Lyons Interchange. Pasture mats from Heki 
were used as the basis for the meadow. 

The water features were made of 
Envirotex.  The base for the river bottoms 
and creek beds was made from plywood. I 
first painted the plywood base using 
artist’s acrylics in different hues to obtain 
the desired effect. Then three of four layers 
of Envirotex were poured allowing 
adequate drying time in between pours. 
They were finished off with a few coats of 
Mod Podge to create the ripples. 

 

Here you can see that the basis of Rogers 
Brook is plywood support surrounded by 
insulation foam for the scenery base. 

An Alco G-46H crosses the final version of 
Rogers Brook on the way to the FH&E 
interchange at Lyons.  The brass consolidation 
is a New York Central model by Alco Models 
and was custom painted, lettered, and 
converted to DCC.  An extensive re-build was 
involved. 
 
Structures 
 
I had initially planned to model industries 
that actually existed in each of the towns. 
That was easier said than done, so I 
reverted to using commercially available 
kits with signage to reflect actual 
industries or businesses in the region. 

 
Boyce & Roberson are coal dealers in Saranac 
Lake. I used a Laser-Art Structures kit from 
Branchline Trains as the basis with custom 
lettering. 
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A variety of commercially available kits 
have been used such as FOS Scale Models, 
Bar Mills, American Model Builders, FSM 
and B.E.S.T Trains to name just a few.

 
Glazier Meat Packing is actually situated in 
Malone, NY. The name appealed to me, as did 
the kit from American Model Builders.

 
C.W. Sullivan was situated in North Creek, 
New York. The kit is from Walthers.  

There are a few custom built structures 
featured. Along with the stations at Lake 
Placid and Ray Brook, the freight station at 
Lake Placid was built for me by Rich Cobb 
from plans of the D&H freight house at 
Warrensburg, NY. The creamery at Lake 
Placid was built from plans published in 
Mainline Modeler of the NYO&W creamery 
at Kyserike, NY. 

 
Rich Cobb built this freight house at Lake 
Placid from plans of a similar structure in 
Warrensburg, NY. 

 
There were no creameries in Lake Placid, 
except on my layout! This one is based on a 
creamery at Kyserike, NY. 

A propane plant was built following an 
article by Paul Dolkos in How to Build 
Realistic Layouts-Industries You Can Model. I 
found that it was easy to follow the 
directions and am very satisfied with the 
result.  It fit very nicely into my layout and 
it was fun to build. 
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Adirondack Bottled Gas was actually in 
Saranac Lake not Lake Placid. A case of 
prototype freelance!  

The coaling tower at Lake Placid is based 
on the Central Vermont tower at Palmer, 
MA. This is a good example of my 
approach to prototype freelance 
modelling. I liked the look of the structure 
since seeing a similar structure on Paul 
Dolkos’s New Hampshire Division of the 
Boston and  Maine. So I had Rich Cobb 
build a model based on various photos I 
managed to acquire of the prototype.

 
Another Rich Cobb custom built model. There 
were only coaling sheds at Lake Placid and 
there were regulations concerning the 
operation of coal burning steam locomotives 
in the Adirondacks. 

Operations 

Staging is critical in increasing the 
enjoyment of the railroad. These “off-
stage” tracks allow me to represent traffic 
to and from stations and industries 
beyond those I can model on the layout 
itself. Lake Clear Junction is an open 
staging yard in that I can rearrange 
consists and send them back out as 
returning locals or new trains. This will 
work particularly well for me as Lake 
Clear Junction saw considerable through 
traffic between Malone and Utica on the 
Adirondack Division of the New York 
Central.  This staging area will be 
especially handy for covering several 
passenger train schedules with just a few 
cars.  

I doubt Lake Placid got enough freight to 
warrant a “through” train from Utica. One 
option to consider would be having a local 
crew based at Lake Placid and make a 
daily run down to Lake Clear Junction as 
required. Or, perhaps a Lake Placid “turn” 
out of Malone. 

 

Under TT&TO you need an employee 
timetable amongst other forms. My timetable 
will follow as closely as possible the format 
of the NYC timetable in effect July 1954.  

Developing an operational plan is still a 
work in progress, but the basis will be 
Timetable and Train Order Operation. The 
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general operating scheme will involve four 
timetabled trains, a pair of passenger 
trains, and a pair of local freights. 

One of the most widely used model 
railroad car-routing systems is the car-
card-and-waybill system. I plan to use the 
printed forms sold by Micro-Mark in 
conjunction with file boxes located at 
stations and yards around the layout.

 
File boxes from Micro-Mark to hold waybills. 
The station sign was ordered through the 
Collinwood Shop. 

The basic file box has three pockets labeled 
SET OUT, HOLD, and PICK UP. This 
system was described by Andy Sperandeo 
in a series of articles in Model Railroader. A 
train crew arriving at the station with a 
local freight picks up cars identified by car 
cards in the PICK UP box and adds those 
cards to those they carry with the train. 
They set out cars from their train with 
waybills for industries and other car spots 
at this station, and leave the cards in the 
SET OUT box. Those cars with cards in the 
HOLD box are left where they stand. 

Between operating sessions cards in the 
HOLD box are pulled, their waybills 
turned to show the next destination, and 
placed in the PICK UP box. These will be 

cars that the local freights pick up next 
session. Cards in the SET OUT box are 
then pulled and placed in the HOLD box 
and not moved in the next operating 
session. This delay simulates the time 
allowed for loading and unloading cars. 
Of course cards can be advanced directly 
from SET OUT to PICK UP to represent 
expedited handling. 

Staging yards also need a file box for each 
track. Trains waiting to depart are 
indicated by card packs in the file boxes 
facing out. When a train ends its run in 
staging, the card pack in the file box faces 
inwards, showing that the track is 
occupied but that the train won’t run again 
in the current session. Between sessions 
the card pack is pulled and waybills 
advanced to the next step.  

 
The file boxes are for staging and those 
skewers in the boxes are for uncoupling cars.  

Running a train is relatively simple. Cab 
bus panels for the North Coast 
Engineering Procab throttles are installed 
every few feet along the fascia so you can 
walk along with your train. The toggles 
controlling switch machines are on the 
fascia in the immediate vicinity of the 
turnouts. 
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Rolling Stock 

I run a mixture of steam and early diesels 
that are appropriate for my transition era 
layout. The locomotives are from many of 
the mainstream manufactures such as 
Atlas, Athearn, Kato, and Broadway 
Limited. The fleet consists of Alco RS-1, 
Alco RS-2, Alco RS-3, EMD GP7, EMD F7 
A-unit, and Alco 2-8-2 Mikado, and Alco 
4-6-2 Pacific. All the locomotives are 
equipped with sound, many already 
equipped from the manufacturer. The 
older ones have been converted using 
DCC based sound decoders with speakers. 
Freight cars are a mixture of 
Intermountain, Kadee, Red Caboose, 
Atlas, and Funaro & Camerlengo. All have 
been extensively detailed and weathered 
by Thom Driggers. 

 
Train #2 from Lake Placid arrives in Saranac 
Lake on its way to Utica. The Light Mikado 2-
8-2 is from Broadway Limited Imports and 
has been custom painted and lettered.  

Future Plans 

The layout is approaching completion 
with the towns of Ray Brook, Lake Placid, 
and surrounding area yet to be finished. In 
between scenic stages, I will be focusing 

on completion of the timetable and 
planning operations. Stay tuned, and I 
may have another article when everything 
is complete.

 
The layout as it stands today, from the 
entrance to the layout room. That’s Saranac 
Lake to the left, Ray Brook on the far right, 
Lyons in the far distance, and Lake Placid on 
the peninsula. I need to get some curtains in to 
cover that mess under the layout area!!! 

 

Standard NYC 16’ X 40’ 
Combination Freight & Passenger 

Station Plans
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check, or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany. This 310-page, hard 
cover volume includes: 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes: 428 pages, hard cover, and 
672 illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. 
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.)  Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 

	  
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
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Article by David Howarth  

 
Photos by David 

Editor’s note:  You will note some difference 
between Australian English and American  
English, but we will use David’s English.  
	  
Introduction	  	  
	  
After I had retired from my career, and 
with a view to build a new model layout, 
my wife Yvonne and I sought to buy a 
property with enough space for a decent 
sized shed. About four years ago, we 
found a five-acre property in a semi-rural 
suburb called Dural, to the northwest of 
Sydney about 40 minutes from the CBD. 
 
A rough timeline of progress since then is 
as follows: 

• Shed Design and Approvals – 
September 2012 to January 2013 

• Construction of Sheds – February 
2013 to October 2013 

• Construction of Internal Stud Walls 
and Valences – October 2013 to 
January 2014 

• Upper Level Bench Work and 
Tracks – January 2014 to October 
2014 

• Lower Level Bench Work – 
November 2014 to present date 

 
Construction of Sheds and Layout 
 
Australia is like California in that we tend 
to build our layouts in above ground 
structures rather than in basements. So 
that is what I would do in Dural. I thought 
you might like to view progress through a 
series of photographs. Throughout the 

article I will highlight issues, which I 
believe helped in the layout’s construction. 
The construction of the railway room and 
crew room are for general interest. 

The open paddock where the construction of 
the railway shed takes place. This is a view of 
part of the property shown before any 
construction. The tree in the foreground is 
shown in the next photo as a reference point. 

 

Two sheds completed.  

The main railway shed is 75’ by 55’ in plan 
size and the Crew Room is in the front 
cottage. Another of my interests is in flags, 
which resulted in the wooden flagpole! 
The size of the railway shed enabled a  
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seven-foot minimum radius and enough 
width to provide an adequate layout 
design. 

The earthworks platform for the sheds can be 
seen here.  

Our property has deceptive slopes and the 
cut to fill for the platform for the main 
shed went to a depth of nine feet.

The steel reinforcement is in place and ready 
for concrete floor to be poured.  

I wanted to be sure this shed was going to 
go nowhere fast, and the bored piers in the 
fill and a “waffle slab” with over a 
thousand cubic feet of concrete have 

resulted in no movement or drywall 
cracking to date. 

David calls this a helicopter finish because of 
the resemblance to a helicopter landing pad. 

The expense of a very smooth level finish 
of the railway shed floor has been very 
useful in easy marking out of the layout on 
the floor and in vertical measurements for 
timber work. 

The construction of the walls and roof was 
conventional but required buttresses because 
of the long walls with no internal support. 

The use of timber trusses for the roof was 
driven by the need to have a simple 
method of constructing the lighting 
valences. It was easier this way than a steel 
portal frame and a suspended ceiling  
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attached to it. This has led to comments 
such as “David’s Cathedral” is being built! 
When the shed is no longer needed for a 
railway room, it can house someone’s 
vintage car collection. 

This interior view of the shed begins to give us 
an idea of the size David has planned for the 
layout. 

A typical timber stud wall construction 
with reinforced connection between wall 
and roof was used for the shed.

A view of the shed with the floor painted and 
ready for David to begin to lay out his empire. 

I used one coat of grey garage floor paint 
and it has proven excellent for keeping the 
cement dust coming off the concrete floor 
and useful for marking out the internal  

 
stud walls and layout aisles. I will 
eventually carpet the aisles. 

In this shot you can see that David added a 
small cottage in addition to the shed. 
 
To reduce the size of the railway room, I 
built a small cottage. It contains the crew 
room, bathroom, clean modeling 
workshop and double garage, which I 
have used as a timber workshop to cut the 
timber for the layout. In the future this 
could be a self-contained apartment. 

 

A view of the completed crew room. 
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Separating the railway room and the crew 
area where tea and coffee can be enjoyed, 
helps separate work and rest areas. Model 
displays will be in the cottage and keep 
the layout walls free of distracting photos, 
model displays and memorabilia. I think 
this adds to the quality appearance of the 
layout.

 
David thinks these gates are one of the better 
parts of the build.  

After building the interesting gates for the 
property, I thought that I might get 
accused of being an eccentric by my wife, 
but she and the neighbours liked the gates. 
They are built in the style of old British 
and Australian railway highway crossing 
gates. 

 
You can see that David use tape to begin 
laying out the dimensions for his empire. 

 
It took ten days to transfer the layout from 
drawings onto the floor. The thicker lines 
in the photo above are the position of the 
stud walls and are painted between two 
lines of masking tape, which were 
removed. The edge of the aisles is shown 
by tape, later to be painted. 

 
The room is beginning to take shape as the 
studs are put in place using the lines on the 
floor as guides. 
 
The stud walls were secured to flexible 
steel U channels on the floor and on the 
ceiling. Ten emergency lights were placed 
around the shed to enable safe exit if 
power failed, particularly at night. Access 
was provided to good attic space for the 
large O-scale loco and rolling stock boxes.  

 
This photo shows the brackets used to secure 
the upper level. 
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To secure the upper level, I copied a 
method from others. It has proven very 
effective. I cut a central wooden filler to 
match the stud wall thickness. I glued and 
screwed the outside plywood to form a 
flange on either side of the stud. I glued 
and bolted the joint at the stud. This was 
very important. A screw joint here could 
loosen and sag. For brackets longer than 
15 inches I added a metal bracket every 
third stud. Upper shelves of 30-inch 
widths have proven very stable using this 
method.

 
This photo shows upper bench tops laid out 
ready for installation. 

I made the upper bench tops rectangular 
for ease of construction. They were then 
raised to the correct level, coach screwed 
to the stud wall, and filled in with 
plywood to form the baseboard. Plywood 
used throughout was 19 mm X 90 mm 
(.748” X 3.54”) depth for the baseboards. 

We worked from the ceiling down. Before 
the ceiling drywall was added, timber 
blocks were placed between the roof 
trusses to be able to attach the plywood 
strips, which hold the lighting valences.

David carefully planned the block outs in the 
ceiling for the light fixtures. 

 
You can see the plywood strip in place to hold 
the valence for the lights. 

Fluorescent tubes were placed above the 
edge of the baseboards. A strip of 
plywood was attached to the ceiling once 
the drywall was added. The MDF valence 
was screwed onto the edge of the plywood 
as shown in the photo below.

 

Attaching 
the 
valences 
for the 
lights. 
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A wider ply was used at some curves. The 
fluorescent tubes were attached at each end 
and wider strips of ply were required on some 
curves. Once painted this detail disappears.

A raised platform was needed in this area for 
access by operating crews when the railroad is 
finished. 

In certain areas, to provide viewing access 
to the upper level, platforms were built. 
The photo above shows a platform in the 
middle of the only peninsular we have. It 
will be used by crews for switching the 
narrow gauge lines to the sawmill and 
collieries. 

Working from the ceiling down proved a 
great idea. No work would be required 
over the completed layout. The NCE DCC 
radio system has one master and four 

repeater aerials and works very well 
anywhere in the shed. 

All of the emergency lighting, air conditioning, 
and DCC radio systems were installed before 
work was begun on the layout. 

  

Here Grandpa is showing the grandchildren 
progress with the back scene installation. 

The baseboard framing was simple 19 mm 
deep 90 mm (.748” X 3.54”) thick plywood 
cut by the factory from plywood sheets. 
Coach screwed to the stud wall. Panels up  
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to 2400 mm (94½“) in length were made 
on the workbench. Legs were secured to 
the concrete floor using a block of timber 
glued with “No Nails” glue to save 
drilling into the concrete. Note the back 
scene has been spray-painted. The blue 
gradually fades to almost white at the 
horizon. This looked effective. Lighting 
fixtures used 6500K fluorescent tubes. This 
lighting looked great when the room was 
finished.  

This photo shows the standard framing for the 
layout in the Troy Station area. 

 
 

 
Now that the building and the basic 
framing for the trackwork were finished, I 
proceeded with laying track and placing 
structures. 
 

 
As of May 2015 this is the BTS Sawmill 
Complex, which is being built by NMRA 
member Paul Morrant. The buildings are 
roughly in their correct positions. The On3 
track work is finished but not wired. 

 
This photo shows the mechanism for a 
working coal dumper.  Although the 
Weehawken did not have one of these, David 
wanted one there on his layout. 

Although the New York Central did not 
have a coal dumper at Weehawken, 
fortunately for us our layout does!! The  

 

Here the 
wooden 
blocks are 
glued to the 
floor and 
legs. 
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dumper is now installed. It works with a 
NCE mini panel, which controls a car 
positioner and the rotating dumper. Once 
we have completed the building I will 
share the details with you. NMRA 
member Robert Shoesmith is the 
mechanical and electrical genius behind 
this model. 

 
The upper level track work is complete as of 
late 2014 but not wired. The depot mock-up is 
from NYCSHS drawings. On the lower level 
the position of an oil tanker at Ravena is 
shown. 

I have found the following tools very 
useful during layout construction: 

• A three meter length of aluminum 
square section tubing for drawing 
long straight lines; 

• A custom made arc drawing 
machine made by Robert 
Shoesmith. This consisted of two 
tubes joined by a double clamp at 
the middle which can slide to select 
the correct radius. At one end it is 
joined by a metal loop to a pin in a 
heavy steel block. At the other end 
a pencil for scribing the radius on 
plywood sheets; 

 
• Use of the plywood suppliers 

cutting machine to cut the plywood 
sheets into strips for the baseboard 
framing. It costs a bit but is more 
accurate than you can do with a 
power saw, saves lifting large 
heavy sheets of ply and is quick; 

• Quick release clamps with strong 
holding power, 

• Large level with digital read out to 
show grades to 0.1 of a percent. 
Great for getting sub road base 
timbers to the right grade; 

• Laser level for horizontal and 
vertical measuring. 

 
Taken about a year ago this photo shows the 
raised platform providing good viewing access 
to the upper level of the sawmill complex. 
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Progress as of May 2015 
 
I have just about completed the major 
woodwork for the lower level of my 
layout. My goal is to complete the track 
work by the end of 2015. Only time will 
tell. 

I trust you will find some of the above 
thoughts helpful in your next layout 
construction. 

This is the last part of my story until I have 
completed more sections of my layout, 
which hopefully will show the New York 
Central Railroad in the year 1950 in a fair 
and favorable light.   

 

Authors Needed 
Today, many of the historical society’s no 
longer produce modeling magazines 
because they don’t receive enough articles 
from members to keep them going. 

We have been producing this on-line 
magazine since July 2011 and have 
published one each quarter for a total of 18 
issues with this edition. 

The quality of the publication has been 
praised continually over that time period.  
This has been because of the fine articles  

 

we have received from NYCSHS members 
and non-members.  This edition continues 
that trend. 

We do have several articles in the files 
awaiting publication, but a continued flow 
of articles is key to our continuing this 
tradition. 

If you model or collect models of the 
NYCS, we really would like to feature 
your models, layout, and/or collection in 
this publication. 

I spend a considerable amount of time 
contacting potential authors soliciting 
articles and photos for publication. I enjoy 
communicating with potential authors and 
getting to know them.  But, it takes a 
considerable amount of my time to do 
that. 

It is my hope that some of you who read 
and enjoy all of this work that we and our 
authors put into this publication, will also 
contribute something for us to use. 

We can provide a style guide, photo 
guidelines, a sample article, and an outline 
to be used if you are describing your 
layout. 

I also am willing to spend time talking 
with you about your ideas for an article 
and providing on-going reviews of articles 
in progress to help with new authors. 

Please consider contacting us about an 
article so that we can feature your 
modeling or collecting in a future issue. 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
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     Article by Seth Lakin 

When one thinks of grain elevators, 
images of prairie skyscrapers towering 
above endless miles of fields of grain come 
to mind.  Shipping the grain off to far-
flung markets is the majority of the 
railroad’s concern.  However there are 
other reasons for railroad traffic at these 
agricultural icons.  Sometimes a carload of 
fertilizer or flat with new farm implements 
could be unloaded.  But as we are about to 
find out there is one railroad operation 
usually that does not come to mind.   

A group of friends and I were following 
the former New York Central Ft. Wayne 
Branch that ran between Jackson, MI and 
Ft Wayne, IN.  The portion of the railroad 
between Hillsdale, MI and Steubenville, 
IN is now operated by Indiana 
Northeastern Railroad.  We were 
evaluating whether this particular railroad 
would make an interesting railroad to 
model.  When we came into Reading, MI 
we found this unloading elevator. 

 

        Photos by Seth 

This installation is located at the end of 
track that serves the grain elevator.  We 
believed that it is used by farmers to 
unload cars of animal feed, but the 
possibility of unloading seeds or any other 
commodity that needs to be transferred 
from railroad hopper to truck is possible.  
One person in our group even speculated 
that it could be used to unload hoppers of 
highway salt into snowplows during the 
winter months.  Because the unloading 
elevator is located off by itself, railroad 
cars of feed or seeds would not interfere 
with the loading of grain farther down the 
tracks.

Seth isn’t entirely sure of the function of this 
piece of equipment, but believes it is used to 
transfer grain from hoppers to trucks. 

After asking around online, I was also told 
that a few years ago following a weak 
harvest, a popcorn packager was not able 
to meets its demand locally.  Several car 
loads of popcorn from another part of the 
country were purchased and unloaded 
here to keep movie theater snack counters 
popping.  Today this installation’s main 
use is to unload hoppers that were loaded 
at the main elevator but do not meet grade 
standards.  Hopper cars that are found to 
be loaded with moldy grain, small kernels, 
or too much moisture must all be 
unloaded and then sent back to the 
elevator for reloading. 

This is a photo 
of the actual 

grain 
unloading 

elevator that 
Seth and his 

friends saw in 
Indiana and is 
the basis for 
his model. 
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In the model railroad world, this can put 
an interesting twist to the railroad 
operating session.  An unanticipated 
operator that was loading a grain train 
now has to locate the car in the string of 
loads, take it to the un-loader, then after 
sometime return the car to be reloaded.  
Also shipping a car loaded with animal 
feed or popcorn to be unloaded would 
break the normal empties in - and loads 
out - that are routine at grain elevators.     
 
Let’s get started. We did not take any field 
measurements of this un-loader, as we 
didn’t think much about it until we were 
on our way to the next town.  Luckily one 
in our group snapped some detailed 
pictures.  I estimated the size by scaling a 
photo to HO-scale by adjusting the ladder 
rungs to 12-scale inches, then printing the 
picture and building the model off the 
photo. 

 
Seth scaled the photo to HO-scale by using the 
scale ladder to get the dimensions correct. 
Parts of the model are shown on the photo. 
 
While it is not an exact scale model, the 
overall look and size do match the 
prototype. 

I built the entire elevator from Walthers 
#933-3124 Grain Conveyor and styrene 
strips and brass wire.  First I cut 3/8” off 
the bottom of the head (Walthers parts 5 
and 6) and shortened the leg (parts 2 and 
3) to 3 inches.  Then I shaved off the ribs 
from the leg then sanded smooth.  I next 
shortened the kit’s ladder to 3 inches and 
trimmed the stand offs from the back of 
the ladder.  These stand offs were then 
replaced with .040” X .040” styrene strips 
spaced every five-scale feet.  The safety 
cage was then shortened to match the 
ladder.  Then the head, platform, leg, and 
base pieces were all glued together 
following the kit’s instructions.  One of the 
locating pins on either the base or the 
platform needs to be trimmed to accept the 
shortened leg.  The kit’s handrails and 
motor were installed per the instructions.  
Then .060” styrene angles were glued to 
the bottom of the platform to make the 
supports.  

Moving on to the spout, I made it from 
two pieces of 5/32” styrene tube.  A short 
piece of 3/32” brass tube was bent and 
inserted inside the 5/32” tube to reinforce 
the joint.  Next a piece of 3/16” styrene 
tube was reamed on the inside with a 
5/32” drill to thin the tube’s wall 
thickness.  Then thin rings were sliced 
from the reamed tube.  To keep the 
reamed tube from collapsing and make 
flat rings, I put the tube on the shank of 
the drill and rolled it back and forth with a 
hobby knife.  Four rings were installed on 
the spout, three at the bend, and one at the 
bottom.   Then I opened the hole where the 
spout attached to the top of the tower with 
the 5/32” drill to allow the spout slide in.  
Then a piece of .015”x.030” brass bar was 
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bent to form the support that holds the 
spout upright. 

 

Seth added these electric details to the 
elevator using styrene and brass wires. 
 

Additional details were then added to the 
tower.  Theses details include the electrical 
system for the un-loader.  A piece of .010” 
X .250” styrene forms the plywood that 
holds three electrical breakers.  The 
electrical breakers were cut from a piece of 
.040” X .080” styrene and glued to the 
panel.  Then .012” brass wires were run 
from the breakers to the motor on the top 
of the elevator and one to the auger drive 
motor.  A third wire was run up from the 
tower base to the breaker as the incoming 
electrical supply.  Finally a .010” X .156” 
plate was installed over the ladder to 

prevent an unauthorized person from 
climbing to the top of the un-loader. 

The hopper found between the rails was 
fabricated from styrene and was painted 
yellow. 

The hopper that goes between the tracks 
was built from a piece of .060” X .188” 
styrene that has .020” X .080” glued 
upright to the edges.  While the auger that 
connects the hopper to the elevator was a 
piece of 1/8” styrene tube.  

The drive motor sits on top of the auger 
which was made from a second piece of 
.125” styrene tube that has been plugged 
with a piece of 1/16” styrene rod.  Then a 
piece of .040” X .156” styrene strip forms 
the housing that protects the belt that 
connects the drive motor to the auger.  All 
pieces were then painted silver while the 
between track hopper was painted yellow.  
Then weathering was applied using a 
wash of diluted acrylic paint.  

The prototype has long strips of rubber 
installed on either side and between the 
rails.  These are likely to ease the clean up 
of spilt grain.  To model these I simply 
glued strips of heavy-duty black trash 
bags to the track. 
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Seth used trash bag material to simulate the 
rubber strips found between the tracks on the 
prototype.

This photo shows the completed truck that 
Seth kitbashed to go with the un-loader. 

To add some activity to the scene, I kit-
bashed a grain truck.  A-Line’s #50603 
Ford F-850 stake bed truck was the basis 
for the kitbash.  This same truck is also 
offered by Athearn in various ready-to-run 
models.  While I knew the look I was 
trying to achieve, there was no prototype 
that I was following.  So it was a trial and 
error approach in building the model to 
come up with the look of a typical farmer’s 
truck. 

Originally I filled in the slots in the stake 
bed with styrene strips.  The look that was 
taking shape was not the typical look of 
trucks that are found in farm fields during 
harvest time. 

Seth began with an A-Line 50603 Ford F-850 
stake bed truck. 

With a bed of 20 scale feet, I shortened the 
bed by 4 scale feet and built a new box.  A 
piece of .020” X .080” strip was placed on 
the end of the bed where pieces had been 
cut off.  I cut new box sides and ends from 
.080” spaced .020” V-groove styrene 
siding.  The box’s side braces include .060” 
styrene angles in the corners, .020” X .030” 
for the vertical bars, and .020” X .040” for 
the top cap.  

 

The bed of the truck was shortened and 
heavily modified to look more like a farm 
grain truck. 

The braces on the rear of the truck were 
cut from .020” X .060”.  A lift hatch was cut 
from a piece of .010” X .250”.  Then .012” 
brass wire formed the lifting levers, these 
were held in place with Detail Associates 
2206 eyebolts.  A ladder to access the 
inside of the box was made from .012” 
brass wire.  
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Seth modeled the rear lifting hatch using 
eyebolts and brass wire. 

Finally the rear four feet of the truck’s 
frame was removed to match the box.  The 
truck had the overall look that I was after 
but something still didn’t look right.  After 
some thought, it was the wheelbase that 
stood out. 

The truck begins to take on the shape and 
characteristics that Seth was looking to 
model. 

To shorten the wheelbase, two scale feet of 
the frame was removed near the fuel tanks 
and the drive shaft was shortened to 
match.  Then two feet was added back to 
the frame behind the rear axle.  

Now the truck had the look.  Additional 
details included license plate decals from 
Microscale, the hood-mounted running 
lights painted turn signal amber, and the 

tail lights with stop light red over a base of 
silver. 

The truck continues to be bashed by Seth to 
resemble the farm truck that he had in mind.  

A light wash of diluted black and grey 
acrylic paint takes care of the weathering 
and a Durango Press #110 shovel hangs 
from the truck box to clean up spilt grain. 

 

You can see the rear of the truck looking more 
prototypical. 
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Parts List:  
 
Conveyor: 
 
Walthers 
933-3124 grain conveyor 
 
Detail Associates 
2504 .012 brass wire 
2524 .015”x.030” flat brass wire 
 
Evergreen Scale Models 
107 .010 x .156 styrene strip 
109 .010 x .250 styrene strip 
124 .020 x .080 styrene strip 
142 .040 x .040 styrene strip 
144 .040 x .080 styrene strip 
147 .040 x .156 styrene strip 
158 .060 x .188 styrene strip 
291 .060 styrene angles 
222 1/16” styrene rod 
224 1/8” styrene tube 
225 5/32” styrene tube 
226 3/16” styrene tube 
 
K&S Engineering 
1144 3/32” brass tube 
 
Miscellaneous 
Heavy duty black trash bag 
 
Grain Truck: 
 
A-Line 
50603 Ford F-850 stake bed truck 
 
Detail Associates 
2206 wire eye bolts 
2504 .012 brass wire 
 
Durango Press 
110 Shovels 

 
Evergreen Scale Models 
109 .010 x .250 styrene strip 
121 .020 x .030 styrene strip 
122 .020 x .040 styrene strip 
123 .020 x .060 styrene strip 
124 .020 x .080 styrene strip 
291 .060 styrene angles 
2080 V-groove siding .020 thick .080 
spacing 
 
Microscale  
4168 Commercial vehicle license plates 

 

The final version of the truck and un-loader is 
ready to begin the process of unloading some 
grain.  Both models look very realistic. 
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Noel Widdifield’s 1/29 NYC Big Four 

  
Noel has a Large Scale NYC Big Four railroad where in the early morning hours, locos are prepared 
for their daily runs.  A J-1A swings on the turntable at Bellefontaine and a couple of other steamers 
stop by the coaling tower while the diesels carry a couple of passenger trains in the background. 
(Noel Widdifield Photo) 

 
 

Cheap Talk 

 

Pete LaGuardia and Matt Thompson have layouts set in the 1950s. They conduct operating sessions 
using Time Table and Train Order procedures. On the prototype, telephones were the 
communications mode. On their layouts, they unhappily substituted Family Series Radios (FRS) for 
telephones.  But then they discovered the PABX phone system and will tell you all about it. (Pete 
LaGuardia Photo) 
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Kyle Coble is Back with a NYC&HR RR 35’ Boxcar 

 

 
Kyle’s 3-D drawings of the boxcar he is building are impressive models themselves.  He will have the 
model done in time for our next issue.  Don’t miss seeing some more of Kyle’s excellent modeling. 
This was the standard boxcar on the NYC&HR Railroad from 1892 to 1901.   

 
 
 

Steve Bratina Returns with the NYC L2 Class Mohawk Rexall Train Loco 
 

 
We had planned to include Steve’s Mohawk in this edition, but he will return in the 4th Qtr. 2015 
NYCentral Modeler.  (Steve Bratina Photo) 
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George Reineke has Written a Small Book About Railroads and Harbor 
Operations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This is one of the many models that George has built over the years, and it and others are included in 
his book.  We had planned to share this with you in the 3rd Qtr. 2015 edition, but it is now scheduled 
for the 4th Qtr. 2015 edition. George’s layout was featured in the 1st Qtr. 2013 edition of the 
NYCentral Modeler. (George Reineke Photo) 

 

Bob Shaw Returns for his 3rd Edition of Freelancing an O-Scale NYC Water 
Level Route 

 
Bob Shaw is building his O-scale layout and has been sharing the progress with us.  In the next issue 
we will see how much progress he has made when he returns for his third article for us. (Bob Shaw 
Photo) 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 
 
Tell us what piece of equipment is in this drawing. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

John Pennington is Building a Big Four Gondola for His Railroad. 

 
John has very nice models of some NYC equipment, but sought information about Big Four Gondolas 
from us.  We supplied him with some photos and are waiting on him to finish the cars and share 
how it did it with us. (John Pennington Photo) 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements 

        

These ads were used by the NYC to let people know about their excellent service to passengers. Many 
manufacturers of railroad equipment also used the NYC in their ads during this period.          

                                    

   These two ads are from the Mike Vescelus Collection 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3d Quarter 2015 107	  

I will continue this section to show what is now available in the Collinwood Shop.  Click 
here to go to the store You can see that we have added a large number of new models since 
the last issue. There are also still a few of your favorites left from those we listed before. 
Watch for upcoming new models. 

Our Latest Offering – Cincinnati Northern & Toledo & Ohio Central 
Hoppers in HO- & N- Scale 

 

N-Scale 

Micro-Trains N-Scale NOR & T&OC 55-Ton Hoppers	  

(4-Pack) (Black) (Very	  Limited	  Custom	  Run)	  

Road Numbers NOR S-1053 & S-1062 T&OC 28354 & 28348 

	  

Non-members price is $104.95 . NYCSHS Members Price $83.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP.  Shipping extra, and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.	  

Order yours today. Ready For Shipment. 
 

Final	  Thoughts	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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Accurail HO-Scale NOR & T&OC 55-Ton Hoppers 

(Pair) (Black) 	  

Non-members price is $31.98 . NYCSHS Members Price $25.00 and that is 20% off 
MSRP.  Shipping extra, and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.	  

Order yours today. Available now. 
 

 

The	  MSRP	  for	  these	  kits	  is	  $59.95	  but	  are	  offered	  to	  NYCSHS	  members	  for	  20%	  off	  at	  $47.96	  plus	  
shipping	  and	  handling	  costs.	  	  Ohio	  residents	  must	  pay	  8%	  Ohio	  Sales	  tax. 

Buy one or more of these to build while you wait on the TruLine Trains Ready to Run 
Scribed Side Cabooses.  Order today at www.nycshs.net 
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Bluford Shops Boston & Albany N-Scale Hopper 

 

These NYCSHS Exclusive hoppers are available for pre-order for a summer of 2015 release. 
This is our first N-scale NYCSHS exclusive offering and pre-orders of these will determine if 
we continue to offer N-scale exclusive models. Only $5.00 down for each hopper two-pack to 
reserve these.  Price for a pair is $42 for non-members and $37.62 for NYCSHS members. 
Delivery late summer 2015.  Order today at www.nycshs.net 

 

N-‐Scale	  Peoria	  &	  Eastern	  2-‐Bay	  Offset	  Hopper	  

  

Road numbers 2802 & 2831 for single cars.  Road numbers 2808, 2816 & 2843 for 3-pack. 

Single car non-members price is $18.95 NYCSHS Members Price $15.16 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Three-pack non-members price is $56.85. NYCSHS Members Price $45.48 and that is 20% off MSRP. Shipping extra, 
and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.   Delivery 3rd Quarter 2015. 

Click	  here	  to	  order	  yours	  today.	   



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3d Quarter 2015 110	  

Atlas N-Scale NYC PS-1 40' Boxcar w/ 6' Door 

 
Non-members price is $28.95 NYCSHS Members Price $23.16 and that is 20% off 

MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Order yours today. Delivery 4th Quarter 2015. 

WrightTrak	  HO-‐Scale	  Bay	  Window	  Caboose	  

	   	  
 

WrightTrak NYC Bay Window Caboose Resin Kits 
 
Non-members price is $54.95. NYCSHS Members Price $46.70 and that is 15% off MSRP for 
members.   

Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.  

Order yours today. In stock now in the Collinwood Shop. 
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Atlas HO-Scale NYC 50' Double Door Boxcar 

Accurail HO-Scale 40’ Steel Boxcar - NYCSHS 2015 Convention Car 

 
Car numbers in image different from model. Non-‐members	  price	  is	  $16.98	  each	  or	  $33.96	  for	  
a	  pair.	  NYCSHS	  Members	  Price	  $13.58	  and	  that	  is	  20%	  off	  MSRP.	  NYCSHS	  Members	  Price	  for	  a	  pair	  
is	  $26.00	  and	  that	  is	  more	  than	  23%	  off	  MSRP.	  	  Decal	  sets	  available	  to	  renumber	  your	  2nd,	  3rd	  or	  4th	  
car.	  Shipping	  extra	  and	  Ohio	  residents	  must	  pay	  8%	  Ohio	  sales	  tax.	  

Click here to order yours today. In stock now. 
 

Broadway Limited Paragon 3 HO-Scale Commodore Vanderbilt 
Hudson 

 
Non-members price is $499.99. NYCSHS Members Price $399.99 and that is 20% off MSRP 

for members. Deposit of $25.00 holds your model. 
Order yours today for delivery in Mid-2016. 

Orders close November 2015 

Click here to order yours today. 
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BLI N-Scale NYC, B&A & P&E 
 Steel Boxcars (Four Pack) 

  
Gothic lettering shown but also comes in Roman lettering. 

Pre-Order now!! Shipping Dec. 31, 2015. 
Available in choice lettering and ends depending on road name. Single cars available in 
NYC road name.  

Non-members price for 4-pack is $99.99. NYCSHS Members 4-Pack Price $80.00 and that is 
20% off MSRP for members.  Single NYC car price for non-members is $29.95 for non-
members and $25.00 for NYCSHS members. 

Shipping extra, and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
Order at www.nycshs.net 

Have SRP Backshops build your WrightTrak HO-Scale Bay 
Window Caboose 

 

You must first order one of the Wright Trak cabooses here in the store and then 
select this services to have it built.  You must supply the decals or SPR Backshops 
will bill you for the price of the decals before shipping the completed model. 

Non-members price is $110.00. NYCSHS Members Price $90.00 and that is almost 20% off 
MSRP for members.   For details of to order go to www.nycshs.net  

Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop for a wide-range of models and 
NYCS apparel and memorabilia.  www.NYCSHS.net 

 
NYCSHS Exclusive Models 

    
 

HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
(TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 

                                
HO- Scale NYCSHS Pacemaker Boxcar                HO-Scale NYC Lines East 
    (MTH) Only a very few left.          Brick Tower (CH&R) Pre-order only. 
                   Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
If you haven’t looked at our online NYCSHS Collinwood Shop lately, you have missed out 
on a very large collection of prototypically correct NYCS locomotive and rolling stock 
models. All are offered to members at between 10% and 20% discount off MSRP.   
 
You have repeatedly asked us to bring you NYCS models in N-, HO-, S- and O-scales and 
we have responded with an excellent selection on all of the scales you have asked for.  We 
will continue to provide you with outstanding models at excellent prices. 
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If you have ordered some models and are waiting for delivery, check out the delivery 
schedule at http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/  We keep that 
schedule as up-to-date as possible.  If you would like to see what all is being offered, click 
here for the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop. Lots of other NYCS goodies also available there. 

Some More Thoughts About NYCSHS Model Offerings 
I continue to receive information about some of the models that we have offered over the last year 
and have yet to be produced by the manufacturers who are offering them. 
  
We also offer some models that are contemplated for release in late 2016.  We have begun to only 
require deposits on those models that are scheduled for production more than six months from the 
offer date.  That allows us to reserve these models, so we can offer them to you at the discounted 
prices and protect ourselves from ordering models that we will not be able to sell.  We hope this 
strikes a compromise between holding your money for models for a long period of time and 
protecting ourselves from obtaining models we cannot sell. 
 
We at the NYCSHS continue to monitor the production schedule for all of the products we offer.  We 
do our best to continually check the delivery dates for those products and post that information on 
our website on the “Modeling Resources” dropdown “Model Shipping Schedule” tab. 
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/ 
 
As you can see in our “Collinwood Shop” http://www.nycshs.net/, we offer a very large selection 
of NYCS models at excellent discounts to members.  We also regularly offer unique models that 
cannot be obtained elsewhere.  We are dedicated to providing the most authentic NYCS models 
available and to providing them in a timely manner after orders are placed, but we have no control 
over the final production of any of the models offered. We do apologize for the inconvenience and 
frustration these delays may have caused and hope you will continue to support the Society. 
 
We pledge to do our best to deliver the orders to you as soon as we receive them from the 
manufacturer.  Please continue to support the Society by ordering the NYCS models, and we ask for 
you to be patient with us as we try to provide them to you as quickly as they are produced. 
Remember that when you purchase a model from the Society, you save money and you contribute to 
the running of the Society. The purchases from the store supplement the dues and keep the Society 
from having to raise the dues to support our continued operation. 

 
The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

The 2015 NYCSHS Convention in Utica was a great success and for the first 
time we were able to offer a large number of models for sale in the store at 
the convention.  We have begun planning for the 2016 Convention in 
Chicago. Don’t miss out.  Register today and come see and hear about the 
NYCS and modeling the NYCS.  www.NYCSHS.net. See pages 27 & 28 for 
details and to register. 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We need articles and photos for this magazine. We need 
some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  We 
could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for the 
website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some financial 
knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net. 

As we head into the summer modeling season, the NYCHS would 
very much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will 
be released in the 4th Qtr. 2015 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as the weather warms up. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by Aug. 15, 2015.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

How Are You Helping the NYCSHS 
   Preview Of 4th 

Quarter 2015 
issue 

 

Bob Shaw returns with 
the third in the series 
about building his O-

Scale NYC layout. 

Look for an article by Kyle Coble on 
his early day Big Four modeling. 

We are hoping that New Zealander,  
Phil Darkins, will return with an 

article about building resin models.  
He is calling the article, “Old Dog, 
New Trick = The Lord of Resin”. 
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Look for another 
detailed drawing by 

Manuel Duran- 
Duran and the 
model by Larry 

Faulkner in the 4th 
Qtr. 2015 edition. 

 




