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Roger Murphy Models Weehawken 
Terminal 

 

HO-scale modeling of the NYC West Shore 
Waterfront is a dream come true for Roger Murphy.    
Page 43. 

A Live Steam Commodore Vanderbilt 

 

Joe Rothwell took the challenge and converted a 
Marx Toy locomotive to run under steam. Page 52. 

 

 

 

2 nd Quarter 2015 
Volume 5  Number 2 NYCSHS Modeler’s E-zine 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing  information  about  modeling  of  the  railroad   in  
all   scales.   This   issue   features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC-‐‑related   models   and  
layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  help  members  improve  their  ability  to  model  
the  New  York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  Contact  us  about  doing  an  article  for  
us.  mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical  Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four  
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed    

Central  Headlight,   the   official  
publication   of   the  NYCSHS.  
The  Central  Headlight   is  only  
available   to   members,   and  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information   each   quarter.  
From   steam   to   diesel   (and  
electric),   from   freight   to  
passenger,   from   branchline  
to   mainline,   the   Central  
Headlight   covers   it   all.   Our  
Annual   Meetings   focus   on  
the   preservation   of   New  
York  Central  railroad  history  
with   informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  www.nycshs.net  

  
Board  of  Directors  

R.J.  Barrett,  A.F.  Biehler,  Jr.,    
J.  Epperson,  T.R.  Gerbracht,    
S.H.  Lustig,  D.T.  Mackay,    
R.C.  Schiring,  D.  Simonaitis,  
R.L.  Stoving,  J.C.  Suhs,  M.K.  
Vescelus,  N.F.  Widdifield  
  
Directors  Emeriti:  P.  T.  Carver,  
J.W.  Mills,  J.P.  Quinlivan  
(Founder)  

Editor:                                        Noel  Widdifield  
Asst.  Editors:     Tom  Bailey  

      John  Martin  

Proof  Editor:   Julie  Sanders  

Engineering  Dept:    Manuel  
Duran-‐‑Duran  

Harmon  Files:              Larry  Faulkner  

Layout  Drawing  Artist:    
                              Frank  Knight  

The  NYCSHS  Modelers  Committee  
We  have  a  NYCSHS  Modelers  Committee  that  now  has  15  members.    We  meet  on  the  phone  about  
once  a  month  to  strategize  about  what  to  do  to  support  NYC  modeling  for  our  members.  
The  members  of   the  committee  are  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,   Jeff  
English,  Noel  Widdifield,  Dave  Staplin,  Paul  Pickard,  Lawrence  Faulkner,  Manuel  Duran-‐‑Duran,  
Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  Larry  Grant,  and  Rich  Stoving.    
We  have  released  over  many  models  at  up  to  20%  off  MSRP  to  our  members  and  have  sold  over  
1000  models  and   taken  pre-‐‑orders   for   another   1000.     We  have   released   several  HO-‐‑scale  models,  
one  N-‐‑scale  model,  and  are  in  the  process  of  finding  more  HO-‐‑,  N-‐‑,  S-‐‑,  and  even  O–scale  models  to  
be  released  in  coming  months.     Watch  our  website  and  “Collinwood  Shop”  online  store  for  more  
information.    Website:  NYCSHS.org  and  Collinwood  Shop:  NYCSHS.net  
We  have  released  several  NYC  models  over  the  last  year,  but  if  you  have  some  ideas  for  us,  contact  
us  at  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
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Quite a few years ago, I visited the beautiful 
New England, Berkshire and Western HO 
layout in Troy, NY.  Spying a USRA 2-8-2 
Mike simmering in an engine terminal, I 
innocently asked what time period the 
magnificent layout was supposed to 
represent.  “September 25, 1950,” I was told, 
“which in the real world was a Monday, but 
for us it is Tuesday.”  Huh?    I’ve forgotten 
the details of this incongruity, except that it 
had something to do with milk trains and 
clotheslines. 
 It’s unlikely that most of us who model 
the New York Central would try to pinpoint 
a time period quite so exactly, and very 
unlikely that we would include such an 
anomaly within that time period.  But once 
we outgrow the trainset mentality, I think 
most of us do try to fix a time period, broad 
or perhaps not so broad, to our modeling. 
 Looking at the great number of 
contemporary models now available, I 
suspect that a growing number of model 
railroaders favor the here-and-now.  And 
that’s fine, but it certainly rules out modeling 
the New York Central, unless one wants to 
try to imagine what the NYC might look like 
now, had it survived.  But there are still 
many modelers who seek to represent a time 
that has passed, perhaps one that they recall 
with fondness.  That’s where I am in the 
hobby, as memories of the New York Central 
of the 1940s drive my attempts to recapture 
the scenes of those memories in miniature. 
 The most obvious way to do this is with 
the equipment we operate.  We’re aware that 
Class I Atlantics and Class AF-30 Centuries 
don’t mix very well, nor do open-platform 
and stainless steel coaches.  We also employ 
other elements in our modeling to reflect the 
time period we have chosen.  Vehicles, 
highway grade crossings, fixed signals, 
structures, and a host of other modeling 
details bespeak a particular time period.   The 

way we operate a model railroad also defines 
the period that it represents.  
 Of course the degree to which each 
individual modeler takes time settings 
seriously is entirely up to him or her.  There 
are modelers who don’t care at all, while 
others seek to sell at bargain basement prices 
beautifully detailed models because they are 
not correct for a recently chosen time period.  
To each his own. 
 For my part, I warp time on my 1940s 
layout a bit to allow some of my favorites to 
share the high iron.   I have no problem 
letting my Alco FAs ramble around my 1940s 
layout and, when I’m really sure no time 
cops are lurking, I even let my Commodore 
Vanderbilt haul a heavyweight 20th Century 
Limited down the track.   And my milk train 
runs on any day of the week. 
 

   
If you are not a member, join today. 

http://www.NYCSHS.org 

We Are Going To Miss You 

 

There are still many of you who have not 
renewed your membership for 2015.  If you 
haven’t we have had to remove your membership 
status in the Collinwood Shop.  We have not sent 
you the latest edition of the Central Headlight 
and you will miss out on all of the other benefits 
of membership. 

We have many new features planned for the 
coming year, and we hate to have you miss out 
on those too. 

Renew now by clicking here. 

What Time Is It?   
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President  
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I have been a model railroader for over 60 years 
and the hobby still excites me.  I just completed 
building two 1/20.3-scale narrow gauge cars from 
craftsman kits and painted a few figures to ride on 
them. They were East Broad Top models of a 
caboose and combine.  I will letter them for my 
outdoor railroad.  It takes a backseat to my 1/29-
scale indoor NYC railroad, but it still is a pleasure. 

Since we spend six months of the year in both 
Florida and Maryland, all of my layouts are in 
Maryland.  When I am down here in the winter, I 
bring models to build and have built a bunch.  This 
year, however, I have really missed running trains. 

So I have decided to build an HO-scale shelf layout 
in the garage so I can have some trains to run. 
Another motivation factor has been the number of 
wonderful NYC models we have offered this year.  
I just couldn’t resist buying a few cars and just 
purchased one each of the Atlas H16-44s and RS-3s 
with DCC.  When I left HO-scale in 1991, there was 
no real DCC, so this is going to be a new 
experience for me. 

I plan to document the building of the layout as I 
go and will share that with all of you. 

I hope it stands as an example of what we would 
like to receive from all of you modelers. If you 
have a layout or are building or collecting, please 
share it with us. We want to enjoy it too. 

So please send me your articles, comments, and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z, S, N, HO, O, 
1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles in 
all scales but could use more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@ptd.net                    NYCSHS  Books:  NYCSHS  Book  Collection  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                                  NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield:  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht:  trg6000@roadrunner.com                      NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay:  mackdave@optimum.net  

  

From the Cab  
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Chuck Oraftik                            My Boston & Albany – Learning to Compromise  Page 33 

  

However, the NYC provided some of his earliest memories.  Starting when he was only two- 
years-old, his father would bring him down to the West Shore Division to watch trains. His 
earliest memory is of a huge steam engine, whistle screaming, snow flying, thundering past 
us on a cold, moonlit, snowy night (He scared the heck out of him.). Subsequently he 
traveled on some of the NYC’s finest trains and went to colleges located along the NYC.  

He earned his Bachelor of Architecture from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (where he was 
a member of the Model Railroad Club) then a Masters from Columbia.  He has been a 
Californian for over 40 years now, been married to his supportive and loving wife, Gail, for 
35 years, and they have two wonderful daughters.  In September he retired from a long 
career in architecture and is now enjoying a second happy childhood in his magical 
basement time-machine. 

 
 
 
Roger Murphy            The Weehawken Waterfront Terminal             Page 45 
 

 
 
However, his very best was a ride on WD-5 to Selkirk yard with 200+ cars and a lash up of a 
A-B-B-A, F-3’s and the same coming back. This is Roger’s first article for us. 
 
  
 

 

 

Chuck was raised primarily in Glen Rock, New Jersey, which boasted, 
not one, but two Erie Railroad passenger stations, a freight station and 
a junction.  He still owns and operates (at Christmas) his 1949 Lionel 
2026 led freight outfit and 2033 led passenger outfit from 1952.  They 
will soon be on display in his crew lounge/workshop area.  

 

Roger Murphy has been involved with HO trains for over 50 years. His 
connection to the NYC is simple. His father was a locomotive engineer 
with almost 40 years of service until he passed unexpectedly in 1968. 
But for those years with him, Roger was the railroad brat that always 
tagged along when his father had business down at freight house. He 
was also lucky enough to have had multiple head-end rides to West 
Haverstraw during passenger service.	  
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Joe Rothwell            Creating a Live Steam Marx Commodore Vanderbilt    Page 52  

Responding to the Challenge 

 
 
 
He did his best to try to limit the type of materials he worked with. He used whatever was 
best for the job. The hobby has led him to many interesting projects with one ending in a 
two-day ride in a 425-foot nuclear submarine (Ben Franklin class) out of Pearl Harbor as the 
Captain’s guest.  This was a partial payment for a 5-foot fiberglass model of the sub he had 
built for the Captain’s mantelpiece. 
  
Train sets were always in his mix of hobbies and live steam has been his most recent activity 
although he still runs N-scale NYC equipment on a 4x6 layout. Why NYC? Who else has a 
Hudson, Mohawk or the legendary Niagara? No one, of course! Another of his interests is 
wind up toys, with trains and submarines being topmost.  Land Surveying has footed his 
hobby bill and the rest he says he wasted. 

 
Tom Stebly                          Modeling a P&LE Evans Coil Gondola                  Page 59 

 

His interest in railroading spans back to his early youth, with several family members 
employed by class one railroads. 
 
He is fairly new to modeling, having just returned to the hobby after a 20-year hiatus. He 
was drawn back by a developing interest in proto-weathering after seeing some incredible 
modeling work and presentation on some of the online weathering forums. The coil gondola 
project is the first project to be fully completed since his return. He also enjoys spending 
time with his wife and infant daughter, taking railcar photography, working on the 
restoration of his 1967 Dodge Coronet, and traveling the Midwest. 
 

Joe is German-born and raised in California. Like most kids, he built 
and proudly displayed plastic cars, ships, and planes. He soon met 
with BB guns andor firecrackers for a sensational ending with his 
brothers and friends in attendance. Next he turned to balsa airplanes, 
U-control and then radio-controlled models.  

Tom is a full-time professional agronomist and Division Manager for 
the largest independent crop consulting company in the United States. 
Born and raised in Southern Wisconsin, he received his BS in 
Agronomy from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in December 1999 
and have worked and lived in Northwest Oklahoma since 2000.  
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Charles Baldwin Creating a NYC 4-4-0 No. 999 from an N-Scale Bachmann 4570 
         Page 48          
 

 
	  
 
 
In the early 1970s, he was drafted and served in the Army Signal Corps at Fort Gordon, GA, 
mainly as the CO's personal driver.  He says he didn’t do much signaling except for right 
and left turns in the Jeep.  Fort Gordon (Augusta) wasn't his favorite part of the world, but it 
sure beat Vietnam! 
 
He retired after forty-two plus years at Kodak, during which he married his wife, had two 
children, a dog, seven cats, and a few friends.  He claims he is in the "Golden Years" (gold 
teeth, gold shots for arthritis, and continues his collecting of model trucks - 1/32), model 
tractors (1/64), and model NYC trains (1/160).  His other hobby is a complete metalworking 
machine shop where he putters.  He has lived in this same house for 67 years and syas he 
couldn't move now if he had to -- because of all the artifacts (junk) he has collected. 

 
 

 
David Howarth         A Model Railroad of the NYC West Shore River Division Part 3  

                                               Page 72 
 

 
	  

Chuck graduated from Rochester (NY) Institute of Technology in 1968 
with a BSME degree and immediately went to work for Eastman Kodak 
Co., in Rochester, as a Tool Engineer.   
 
He designed tooling and automatic assembly systems producing a line 
of photographic apparatus (cameras, projectors, developers, printers, 
etc.) 
 

This is David’s third part of a multi-part series on his designing and 
constructing a layout of the West Shore in Australia.  David is a long-
time NYCSHS member and is very active in the Australasian Region of 
the NMRA.  His layout is in 1/48-scale, and he even built a new 
building to house the layout.  His passion for the NYCS comes from his 
interest in rail-marine interface centered on the New York harbor area.  
He is also a long-time member of the Rail-Marine Information Group.  
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Z-Scale Locomotives 

American Z Line 

 

NYC EMD E-8 

• 62604-1 NYC E8 A 4038 | MSRP $176.00 
• 62604-2 NYC E8 A 4040 | MSRP $176.00 
• 62604-3 NYC E8 A 4057 | MSRP $176.00 
• 62604-4 NYC E8 A 4058 | MSRP $176.00 

Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr. 2015 

http://www.americanzline.com/new-
releases/february-2015-new-releases-part-2/ 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas 

 

P&E (NYC) 2-Bay Offset Hopper 

Features: Prototypical painting and lettering, 
plastic body with die cast chassis & removable coal 
load. 

Road #s 2802 & 2831 Singles, #2808, 2816, & 2843 
in 3-pack 
Atlas # 50 002 154-50 002 155 Singles 
#50 002 156 3-Pack 
MSRP $18.95 Single $56.85 3-pack Expected 
Delivery 3rd Qtr 2015 
Available in NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 

 
NYC 50’ Double Door Boxcar 

Features: Colorful painting and lettering, equipped 
with AccuMate operating knuckle couplers. 

Road #s 43663 & 43630 
Atlas # 50 002 251-50 002 252 
MSRP $19.95   Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr 2015 
 
This lot has the DSI ends and roof. It does not appear 
that Atlas has tooled these ends and roofs in N-Scale. 
 

 

NYC 50’ Single Door Boxcar 

Features: Diagonal panel roof, improved 
dreadnaught ends, 9’ Youngstown door, 50-ton 
friction bearing trucks w/ Accumate couplers, 
accurate painting & lettering. 

Road #s 84456 & 84448 
Atlas # 50 002 360-50 002 361 
MSRP $21.95   Expected Delivery 4th Qtr 2015 
Available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 

 

NYC 40’ PS-1 Boxcar with 6’ Door 

Features:  
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• Body Mounted Accumate Couplers 
• Barber S-2A 50-ton trucks with Metal Wheels 
• Separately Applied Ladders 
• Etched Metal Roof Walk 
• 10 or 12 Stiffener roof, per prototype 
• Ajax and Miner Brake Wheels 
 
Road #s 169755 & 169809 
Atlas # 50 002 351-50 002 352 
MSRP $28.95   Expected Delivery 4th Qtr 2015 
Available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 

http://www.atlasrr.com/ 

ESM 

 

NYC GSC Well Car 

The model's body and detail parts are injection 
molded plastic, while the well and underframe are 
diecast.  Intricate and accurate detail includes a 
free-standing vertical brakewheel.  These cars ride 
at the prototypically-correct height, with the well a 
mere ten scale inches above the rails.  The model 
rides on Atlas' Barber S-2 friction-bearing truck 
frames fitted with Fox Valley Models 28" low-
profile wheelsets, and features body-mounted 
Micro-Trains® #2004 couplers. Painted black with 
white lettering. 

MSRP To be announced.   Scheduled Release: 
April 2015 

Available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 

http://www.esmc.com/ 

 

 

 

 

Micro Trains 

 

NOR & T&OC (NYC) 55-Ton Hoppers 

Features: Exclusive road numbers, die-cast metal 
underframes, ultra-thin foot stirrups, and hatches, 
equipped with our Magne-Matic® couplers. 

Come as pairs or 4-pack. 
Road #s NOR S-1053 & S-1062, T&OC 28354 & 
28348 
MSRP $104.95 for 4-pack, $55.00 for pairs. 
Expected Delivery Now 
Available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 

N-Scale Locomotives 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas 

 

NYC 50’ Double Door Boxcar 

Features: Add-on ladders, grabs and detail parts, 
accurate ends and roofs, fishbelly design side sills, 
correct doors over 15' opening, detailed 
underframe, and free-rolling trucks with metal 
wheel sets.  
 
Road #s 43663 & 43630 
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Atlas # 20 003 318-20 003 319 
MSRP $35.95      Expected Delivery 3rd Qtr 2015 
 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 
 
Intermountain 

 
NYC 40’ PS-1 Pacemaker Boxcar 
 
Road #s 175002, 175011, 175006, 175013, 175009, & 
175017 
Intermountain # 45420 05, 08, 06, 09, 07, & 10 
MSRP $34.95          Expected Delivery Jun/Jul 2015 

 
MDT (NYC) Reefer 
Road #s 13025, 13188, 13073, 13217, 13132, & 13249 
Intermountain # 45529 13, 16, 14, 17, 15, & 18 
MSRP $32.95           Expected Delivery Aug 2015 
 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 
 
Accurail 

 

NYC 40-Foot Steel Boxcars Single & 
Double Door 

Available in three-car sets of singles 

MSRP $49.98 for set, $16.98 for singles.   Expected 
Delivery Apr 2015 

Single Door Cars available in the NYCSHS 
Collinwood Shop  
 
Both the 168000 single door cars, represent a lot 773-B 
car built by DSI in 1949 car numbers 168000-168999. 
The Accurail model matches the prototype, however, 
there are some minor detail differences mainly in the 
shape of the stirrup steps and polling pockets. A good 
model. 
 
The double door boxcar represents a lot 760-B car 
built by DSI in 1947 car numbers 70000-70999. The 
Accurail model is a 40' double door box that is as close 
as it comes to a lot 760-B car. The roof on the model is a 
diagonal panel roof, while the 760-B had rectangular 
panels. The ends on the Accurail car are an R-3/4 while 
the prototype has a 4/4 end. Side panels on the model are 
3 on the left of the door and 5 on the right; the prototype 
has 4 narrow panels to the left of the doors and 5 on the 
right. Side sills also vary, with highbred fishbelly/tab sill 
on the prototype and a full fishbelly on the model. While 
I do not have one of these models to measure the door 
opening, it looks a little narrow compared to the 15' 
opening on the prototype. While an easy fix, the trucks 
that Accurail has are Bettendorf, and the prototype is an 
A-3 Ride Control.  
 
As for the paint, all three cars show a Beech Grove 
shop date of Sep 1963. The lettering appears to be correct 
however the Canada Southern website says that the line 
separating NYC and the number was removed in 1961. 
But then few older cars were getting repainted after the 
early 60s. 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Atlas 
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NYC & P&LE ALCo RS-3s 

Silver & Gold Series 

Features:  
• DCC/Sound version available with LokSound 

decoder 
• Analog version includes an 8-pin socket for 

DCC  
• New! Improved tooling on turbo exhaust stack. 

Also includes option of water cooled or air 
cooled turbo exahust stack (Note: this run will 
only have a water-cooled exhaust stack.) 

• Separately-applied handrails and stanchions, 
including separate drop step detail 

• Factory installed AccuMate® couplers 
• Dual flywheel-equipped five-pole skewed 

armature motor for optimum performance at all 
speeds 

• Metal grab irons 
• Accurate painting and printing 

New Sound Features for Gold Series: 
DCC Operation 

• Supports all DCC-programming modes 
• Flexible mapping of function keys F0 to F28 
• A total of six DCC function outputs are 

available 
• Follows all NMRA DCC standards and 

recommended practices 
• the ability to change modes ”on the fly” are 

provided for true realism. 
 
NYC Road #s 8235 & 8241   
P&LE Road #s 8353 & 8356 
Atlas #s 1000193, 937, 938, 939, & 940 Silver 
10001960, 961, 962, & 963 Gold 
MSRP  $149.95 Silver, $259.95 Gold 
Expected Delivery 2nd Qtr 2015 
 

Sold out in the Collinwood Shop. 

	  

NYC F-M H16-44 

Silver & Gold Series 

Features:  
• Bi-directional red and green LED marker lamps 

that work in DCC and analog mode 
• Realistic die-cast underframe 
• Five-pole skewed armature motor with dual 

flywheels for optimum performance at all 
speeds 

• Directional lighting 
• Factory-equipped with AccuMate® knuckle 

couplers 
• Painted crew figures 
• Separately-installed scale windshield wipers 

and fine scale handrails 
• Separately-applied coupler cut levers and 

trainline hoses 
• Separately-applied fuel tank skirt as appropriate 

by railroad 
• Etched metal radiator grilles 
• AAR-B or FM-style truck sideframes as 

appropriate by railroad 
• Gold version is sound equipped 

NYC Road #s 7000, 7003, & 7011  
Atlas #s 1000605, 606, & 607 Silver 
10001628, 629, & 930 Gold 
MSRP  $159.95 Silver, $269.95 Gold 
Expected Delivery Apr 2015 
 
Sold Out in the Collinwood Shop. 

http://www.atlasrr.com/ 
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MTH 

ALCO FA-1 AB Sets 

Features  
·  Intricately Detailed ABS Bodies 
·  Metal Chassis 
·  Moveable Roof Fans 
·  Metal Body Side Grilles 
·  (2) Engineer Cab Figures 
·  Authentic Paint Scheme 
·  Metal Wheels and Axles 
·  RP25 Metal Wheels 
·  (2) Operating Kadee Compatible Remote    

Controlled Proto-Couplers 
·  Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
·  Directionally Controlled Constant voltage LED 

Headlights 
·  Lighted Cab Interior 
·  Illuminated Number Boards 
·  Lighted Marker Lights 
·  Powerful 5-Pole Precision Flywheel Equipped 

Skew-Wound Balanced Motor 
·  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 

Increments 
·  Operates On Code 70, 83, and 100 Track 
·  1:87 Scale Proportions 

Available in pairs or single units 

DC with Proto Sound 

DCC ready or 3-rail versions available. 

MSRP $309.95 - $489.95  for pairs 3-Rail $529.95 

MSRP $169.95 - $269.95 for single units, 3-Rail 
$$289.95 

Delivery Date To Be Announced. 

 

 

S-Scale 

MTH 

 

 

NYC F3 A & B 

Product Features:  
• Detailed Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 
• Metal Chassis 
• Metal Handrails 
• (2) Engineer Cab Figures 
• Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
• Supplied With Optional Drop-In Code 110 

Scale Wheel Sets 
• Kadee Compatible Coupler Mounting Pads 
• Remote Controlled S Gauge Proto-Coupler 
• Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
• Directionally Controlled Constant Voltage LED 

Headlight 
• Lighted Cab Interior, Number Boards, Markers 
• Precision Flywheel Equipped Motor 
• All-Wheel Drive Power Train 
• Onboard DCC Receiver 
• 1:64 Scale Proportions 
• Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 

System Featuring: Freight Yard Proto-Effects 
• Operates On 20" Radius Curves  

Road #s: A-unit 1608, 1635 B-unit 2413 
MSRP A- Unit $379.95 Powered $199.95 Non-
Powered 
B-Unit $359.95 Powered, $189.95 Non-Powered 
Expected Delivery Apr 2015 
http://www.mthtrains.com/news/518 
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O-Scale Rolling Stock 
 
Lionel 
From 2015 Catalog 
 

 
 

 
 

 
NYC Observation, Baby Madison Coach, Combo 

NYC Diner, Baby Madison Coach 
NYC Baggage, Baby Madison Coach 

 
Features: 
• Die-cast metal six-wheel trucks 
• Authentically detailed interiors (excluding the 

baggage car) 
• Interior illumination 
NYC Road #s 1075 & 1078 
Lionel # 6-81754   
MSRP $269.99  
Lionel # 6-81759 
MSRP $179.99 
Lionel # 6-81760 
MSRP $179.99 
Expected Delivery To Be Announced 
 

 

NYC 86’ Hi-Cube Boxcar 

Features: 

• 1:48 scale 
• Die-cast sprung trucks with rotating bearing 

caps 
• Die-cast operating "kinematic" couplers for 

close coupling on straightaways and auto 
adjusting couplers for operation on curves 

• Includes scale draft gear mounting hardware 
for easy conversion to Kadee® scale couplers 

• Highly detailed plastic frame and underbody 
details 

• Separately-applied metal underframe and body 
details 

• Centered double-doors version 
• Non-opening side doors 
• Unique road numbers each car 
NYC Road # 67282 
Lionel # 6-81712 
MSRP $94.99     Expected Delivery To Be Announced 
 
 

 
P&LE PS-5 Gondola & PS-4 Flatcar 
Includes:  
·  PS-5 gondola  
·  PS-4 flatcar  
·  Oversize load of six 15 " pipes  
Features:  
·  Die-cast metal sprung trucks and operating 

couplers with hidden uncoupling tabs  
·  Die-cast frame and body on flatcar  
·  Wood deck on flatcar  
·  Numerous separately applied details  
·  Built by Lionel on underframe 
P&LE  Road #s 40753 & 1155 
Lionel # 6-82661 
MSRP $174.99  Expected Delivery  To Be Announced 
 
http://www.lionel.com/ 
 
O-Scale Locomotives 
 
Lionel 
From New 2015 Catalog 

 
ALCo FA-2  AA 
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Features 
•  One FA Powered unit  
•  One FA Non-powered unit  
•  Both Units Feature:  
•  Die-cast metal trucks and fuel tank  
•  Metal frame  
•  Directional headlight  
•  ElectroCouplers™ on front of locomotives  
•  Fan-driven smoke unit  
•  Illuminated number boards on front of locomotive  
•  Directional marker/class lights on front of locomotive  
•  Cab interior light  
•  Separately applied metal detail parts  
•  Window Glass 
NYC Road #s 1075 & 1078 
Lionel # 6-81516 
MSRP $749.99   Expected Delivery To Be Announced 
 

 
 
ALCo FB-2   
 
Features 

• Metal frame 
• ElectroCouplers™ on rear of locomotives 
• Fan-driven smoke unit 
• Separately applied metal detail parts 

NYC Road # 3327 
Lionel # 6-81532 
MSRP $349.99 Expected Delivery ?? 
 

 
 
 
Scale NYC J3a Streamlined Hudsons with 
selection of tenders 

 
Features: 

• LEGACY Control System equipped 
• LEGACY RailSounds sound system 
• IR transmitter works with LCS 

SensorTrack™ 
• Powerful maintenance-free motor with 

momentum flywheel 
• Wireless Tether connection between 

locomotive and tender 
• ElectroCoupler on rear of tender 
• Directional lighting including operating 

headlight and back-up light on rear of 
tender 

• Illuminated classification lights on the 
front of locomotive 

• Traction tires 
• Interior illumination in cab 
• Whistle Steam smoke effect 
• Die-cast metal locomotive body, pilot, and 

trucks 
• Die-cast metal tender body and trucks 
• High level of separately applied metal 

details 
• Separately applied builder's plates 
• Synchronized fan-driven smoke units 
• Adjustable smoke output 
• Authentically detailed cab interior 
• Cab window "glass" 
• Engineer/Fireman figures 

NYC Road #s 5426 & 5429 
With PT or J3a Tenders 
Lionel # 6-82534  
MSRP $1,499.99   Expected Delivery: Built to Order 
 
 

 

NYC L-2a Mohawk (Pilot) 

 



 

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2015 16 

Features: 

• LEGACY Control System equipped  
• Odyssey II Speed Control with On/Off switch 
• LEGACY RailSounds system  
• IR Sensor equipped 
• Powerful maintenance-free motor with 

momentum flywheel 
• Wireless Tether connection between 

locomotive and tender 
• ElectroCoupler on rear of tender 
• Directional lighting including operating 

headlight and back-up light on rear of tender 
• Illuminated classification lights on the front of 

locomotive 
• Marker lights on tender 
• Traction tires 
• Synchronized fan-driven smoke unit 
• Adjustable smoke output 
• Interior illumination in cab 
• Die-cast metal locomotive body, pilot, and 

frame 
• Die-cast metal tender body and trucks 
• High level of separately applied metal details 
• Separately applied builder's plates 
• Authentically detailed cab interior 
• Flickering firebox in cab 
• Cab glass windows 
• Engineer and fireman figures 

NYC Road #s N/A - Undecorated 
Lionel # 6-11410 
MSRP $1,299.99   Expected Delivery: Built to Order 
 
 

 
NYC Empire State Express Set with J3a Hudson 
 
Set Includes:  
•  Streamlined J3a Hudson  
·  Streamlined tender  
·  21" Combine "Grover Cleveland"  
·  21" Coach "Reuben E. Fenton"  
·  21" Coach No. 2569  
·  21" Observation Car "Theodore Roosevelt" 
 

Features: 
Locomotive the same as listed above 
 
Passenger Car Features:  
·  All New body tooling  
·  Durable plastic bodies  
·  Detailed interiors  
·  LED lighting with capacitors for flicker-free 

running  
·  Separately applied details on undersides and 

bodies  
·  Flush- fitting windows  
·  Opening vestibule doors  
·  Narrow or full width diaphragms per prototype  
·  Die-cast operating "Kinematic" couplers auto 

adjust for close coupling on straightaways and 
wider coupling on curves  

·  Scale Coupler mounting pads  
·  Die-cast metal sprung trucks 
 
NYC Road #s  Not announced 
Lionel # 6-2528 
MSRP $1,949.99   Expected Delivery: Built to Order 
 
 

 
NYC Lionel Chief Plus 4-6-4 Hudson 
 
Features: 
•  User selected operational modes  
•  ElectroCoupler on rear of tender controlled by the 

LionChief remote only  
•  Operating headlight  
•  Synchronized fan-driven smoke  
•  On/off switches for sound and smoke  
•  RailSounds RC sound system with steam chuffing 

and background sounds, whistle, bell, and user-
activated announcements  

•  Adjustable volume (controlled by remote only)  
•  Constant speed control to maintain a steady speed at a 

crawl or full speed and everything in between 
regardless of track conditions or load  

•  Flickering firebox  
•  Chuffing sounds in sync with speed of locomotive  
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•  Powerful maintenance-free motor  
•  Die-cast metal locomotive body, frame, and trucks  
•  Die-cast metal tender body and trucks  
•  Metal frame on tender  
•  Engineer and fireman figures  
•  Traction tires 
 
NYC Road # 5421 
Lionel # 6-81301 
MSRP $429.99     Expected Delivery: Not Announced 
 

 
NYC Lion Chief Plus RS-3 
Features: 
·  User selected operational modes  
·  On/off switches for sound, smoke and control     

mode  
·  ElectroCouplers on front and rear (controlled by 

the LionChief remote only)  
·  RailSounds RC sound system with diesel 

revving and background sounds, horn, bell, and 
user-activated announcements  

·  Adjustable volume (controlled by remote only)  
·  Operating directional headlights  
·  Fan-driven smoke  
·  Dual maintenance-free motors  
·  Constant speed control to maintain a steady 

speed at a crawl or full speed and everything in 
between regardless of track conditions or load  

·  Lighted cab interior with figures  
·  Die-cast metal trucks, pilot, and fuel tank  
·  Metal frame  
·  Traction tires 
NYC Road # 8244 
Lionel # 6-38779 
MSRP $339.99   Expected Delivery: Not Announced 
 
http://www.lionel.com/ 
 
MTH Premier Line  

 
NYC & B&A  4-6-4 J1e  
Features: 

- Die-Cast Boiler and Chassis 
- Die-Cast Tender Body 
- Authentic Paint Scheme 
- Real Tender Coal Load 
- Die-Cast Locomotive and Tender Trucks 
- Engineer and Fireman Figures 
- Metal Handrails and Whistle 
- Metal Wheels and Axles 
- Remote Controlled Proto-Coupler 
- Kadee Coupler Mounting Pads 
- Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
- Constant Voltage Headlight 
- Operating Firebox Glow 
- Operating Marker Lights 
- Lighted Cab Interior 
- Operating Tender Back-up Light 
- 7-Pole Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motor 
- Synchronized Puffing ProtoSmoke System 
- Wireless Drawbar 
- 1:48 Scale Proportions 
- Onboard DCC Receiver 
- Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion   
Capable 
- Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 
System Featuring: Quillable Whistle With 
Passenger Station Proto-Effects 
- Unit Measures:  27” x 2 1/2” x 3 7/8” 
- Operates On O-42 Curves 
- Scullin Hi Rail or Scale wheels.  
- NYC versions   with PT or standard tenders.  - 
- Multiple NYC Road Numbers.  

MSRP $1195.95       Expected Delivery Apr 15 
 
Hudson & Streamlined Passenger Set  
Hudson & Freight Set 
MSRP $1349.95       Expected Delivery Apr 15 
All for sale in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 
http://mthtrains.com/premier/spotlight/02_2015/c 
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Magazines 
 
Model Railroader March 2015 
“Trackside Photos” p. 93 
 
This edition contains an excellent photo of Bob 
Stelmach’s NYC 2-8-0 Consolidation #1050 on his 
S-scale Red Pine & Oxville Railroad Layout.  The 
loco is an S-Helper Service (now MTH). 
 
Model Railroad Planning 2015 (MR Special Issue) 
“An Engine-Terminal Layout” pp. 30 -33 
By Rick De Candido 
 
This article by NYCSHS member Rick De Candido 
highlights his unique concept of modeling 
something that never was. 
 
Rick’s freelance terminal layout came about after 
reading an article in the Central Headlight by John 
C. Dahl about a new roundhouse and shop 
complex that were proposed in 1929 at the newly 
constructed Buffalo Central Terminal. 
 
In the article Rick describes a unique island layout 
on wheels that showcases his excellent modeling 
skills.  It features his plan and roundhouse model 
along with his mobile layout and staging elevator 
that allows a great layout in a very small space. 
 
“Modeling New York City’s ‘High Line’” 
pp.62- 67 
By Erik Block & Evan Daes 
 
The authors are from Belgium and give seminars 
on helping people build layouts all over the world.   
 
In this article they showcase a diorama they built of 
the New York Central’s 30th Street Branch.  The 
diorama consists of a four-sided 10’ X 10’ square 
layout model with each of the sides showcasing a 
different vignette of that section of New York City 
and the railroad. 
 
Classic Toy Trains Feb. 2015 
“Identifying a Prewar Lionel no. 700EWX” p. 22 
 
This is a short answer and photo about identifying 
one of Lionel’s uncommon model of a NYC 
Hudson. Since we have more and more members 

who model this way, I have included it for 
reference. 
“Todays Top Trains Celebrate the BEST OF THE 
PAST” pp. 37 – 41.                               By Roger Carp 
This article is about Don Rice’s “expansive” O-
gauge railroad.  The layout is a 20’ X 25’ dogbone 
that allows continuous running and some 
switching.  Like most O-guage modelers his 
collection features many different railroads and a 
photo on page 40 of the article shows a Lionel 4-6-4 
Hudson on its way to Saratoga Springs, NY, for the 
annual racing season. 
“CTT Readers Share Lionel Rarities” pp. 48 – 51.            
                                                                By Roger Carp 
“6352 Ice Car Painted Mint Green” tells the story of 
a NYC mechanical refrigerator car that dates from 
the 1950s and tells how to verify the authenticity of 
the car by its NYMX and 0000 lettering decals.  It 
includes a very nice photo of the car on page 49. 
 
Classic Toy Trains Mar. 2015 “Photo Album” p. 8 
There is a great photo of a New York Central 
passenger train on Stuart Gralnik’s O-gauge layout. 
 
“Back in Action” pp. 32 – 37             By Roger Carp 
This article features the layout of Bob Yost that he 
built after being away from the hobby for 50 years. 
One of the many excellent photos showcasing 
many of Bob’s models in one on page 37 
highlighting his Boston & Albany heavyweight 
passenger train. 
 
“O gauge layout built by friendship” pp. 49 -53. 
By Roger Carp (It seems he is their almost only 
author on the staff.) 
This is another O-gauge layout article featuring the 
collection of Harold Moylan and his 18’ X 27’ 
railroad filled with postwar and modern trains and 
accessories from Lionel and MTH.  There is a photo 
on page 53 of a Lionel #774 4-6-4 Hudson pulling a 
trio of heavyweight cars.  
 
Trains Mar 2014 
“Railway Post Office’ – “The Hickory Creek” p. 5 
We see a letter by Paul Seidenman asking about the 
former Pullman (NYC) Hickory Creek restoration 
article in the Jan. edition.  It also includes a shot of 
this historic car bringing up the rear of Amtrak’s 
California Zephyr on Oct. 2, 2012. 
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The following “Club Announcements” were found in model 
railroading magazines for the months of Feb. & Mar. 2015. 

 

        Model Railroader            Railroad Model Craftsman               Model Railroad News 

   

             Model Railroad Hobbyist 

These product announcements are 
from Model Railroader (left top), 
Railroad Model Craftsman (top 
middle), Model Railroad News (top 
right) and Model Railroad Hobbyist 
(lower left) for the month of March 
2015.  All of these models are 
available in the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop at 20% off MSRP for NYCSHS 
members. 

Click here to order one of these 
detailed and accurate models. 
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This review appears in the Railroad Model Craftsman for March 2015 and features the American 
Model Builders 19000 Plywood Caboose. It also reviews the Atlas RS-3s that we offered in the store in 
February 2015.  The cabooses are still available at http://www.nycshs.net   Don’t miss out. 
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Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS. 
The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

The time for pre-order is almost gone.  If you want one or several of these, you 
must act now!! 

Send an email with your name, address, phone number, and email address to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Noel, 
I am ordering this one!  Know C-Liners & 
caboose orders coming down the road… 
Question guys: Broadway Limited has 
both Pacific & Mike coming. You stated 
the Pac not NYC close but Mike passable. 
Now they have a consolidated this month. 
Have you looked at regard NYC?  
  
Regards, Bob Kampfer 
 
Bob, 
The Consolidation is as we said in the 3rd 
Qtr 2014 NYCentral Modeler: 
 "This is a 2-8-0 in NYC livery, but it is not 
the G-46 Consolidation that the NYC 
processed. Broadway Limited does class the 
Consolidation and Pacifics as NP. NP is 
defined as ‘Occasionally we will produce 
models that never existed, but we believe our 
customers will enjoy. These models are denoted 
with an NP appended to their item descriptions 
in our product guides’.” 
 
Not an accurate model. 
 
We considered the BLI steamers but 
decided they were not prototypical 
enough.  We won’t be offering them.  We 
decide when we started offering models 
that if they were not accurate we will not 
offer them. We have made some 
exceptions in O= because of the limited 
number of NYC models available, but we 
will not in HO- or N-scale. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
  
Noel 
Thanks for getting back to me and for all 
the good work! I take it the BLI 
Consolidated does not come close to any 

NYC version. I will avoid them if this is 
the case. I am ordering one of the H16-44s. 
Talk soon-hello to all!  
Bob 
  
Bob, 
Glad you are ordering one.  I just ordered 
one RS-3 and one H16-44.  I do not model 
in HO, but have decided that I will build a 
small HO-layout in our house down here 
in Florida.  We come down for six months 
each year, and I build my models for my 
real layout, but I need something down 
here and since we are offering so many 
good HO ones and good prices I decided 
to start the layout. 
  
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
Just looked at the Modeler. Great issue. I 
was surprised to see a plug for my article 
in the next issue. Thanks for that. 
Unfortunately my name was misspelled. 
Just an FYI. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Dan Seligmann 

Dan, 
I am very sorry about that.  The Proof 
Editor must have missed it and so did I. 
Sorry, Noel 

Noel, 
I have looked at the NYCentral Modeler in 
the past but am unable to get the current 
issue to open - I tried the “click here” to 
read button, nothing doing, just the cover. 
I also tried to download the issues, but 
they are in HTML mode, not the PDF 
mode that it seems I'm supposed to 
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use.  Adobe can't open the downloaded 
files.  I'm not a computer geek but I'm not 
completely computer illiterate so help is 
needed to determine why the simple "click 
here” doesn't work. 
 
Thanks, John Larkin 
 
John, 
Not sure why you are having a 
problem.  Over 600 people have opened it 
so far.  If you go to the webpage and click 
on “Modeling Resources” and when it 
opens go down to the part of the page 
when it has years and quarters and click 
on 1Q 2015 it should open.  If not try 
clicking here:  
http://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2014/
12/nycentralmodeler_2015_1q.pdf 
 
Thanks, Noel 

Noel, 
Atlas has posted to their website the 
catalog for the 1st half of 2015.   Among 
the new items shown is a 40' PS-1 boxcar 
in a NYC paint scheme. You can see it on 
page 65 of the catalog: 
http://download.atlasrr.com/0115Cat/N-
1.pdf 
It will be included in the new product 
announcements for June 2015, with 
delivery near the end of the year. 
 
Perhaps you could approach them about 
making an exclusive extra road number 
for the society. 

Thanks, Joseph Levitzky 

Joe, 
Thanks for the suggestion.  Looks like 
Atlas has a bunch of NYCS cars coming 

out this year.  We will offer them in the 
store, but will not do an exclusive car in N-
scale because the minimum order is for 
250 cars and we can’t sell that many N-
scale cars.  The current N-scale exclusive 
we have for sale has only sold 12 cars and 
we will not do that again.  We are stuck 
with the cars, and it appears that there are 
not enough members who model in N-
scale to make these exclusive order cars 
feasible for us. 
   
Thanks for being a member and for this 
suggestion.  Wish we had a better market 
for N-scale in the Society. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
Either there are not enough members who 
model in N-scale to make these exclusive 
order cars feasible OR you're just not 
offering cars that members want to buy. 
 
You should also consider advertising the 
exclusive N-scale cars in the N-Scale 
Enthusiast magazine:  
http://www.nscaleenthusiast.com/ 
 
The N- Scale Enthusiast has a particular 
focus on special run N-scale items. 
 
Another suggestion regarding "standard" 
production run cars that you also happen 
to sell through the "shop." If your prices 
can't be on par with those from dealers 
such as MB Klein 
(http://www.modeltrainstuff.com/) or 
Brooklyn Locomotive Works 
(http://blwnscale.com/), perhaps you 
shouldn't bother. 
Thanks, Joe 
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Joe, 
Any other suggestions? 
Thanks, Noel 

Noel, 

Not at the moment. I've made some other 
suggestions - the Atlas Pacemaker N scale 
car and the Kato HO GP-35 - that haven't 
gone anywhere. 
 
It's disappointing to look over the items 
the "Shop" has for sale and see nothing 
that I'd want to buy. 
 
The majority of my purchases are products 
from Micro-Trains, Kato, Kadee and Atlas. 
Because of poor quality control, I try to 
avoid most items sourced from China. 
 
Years ago, Brooklyn Locomotive Works 
sold a special run Pacemaker boxcar made 
by Inter-Mountain. Instead of a one-piece 
casting, the body was glued together from 
multiple pieces and the assembly quality 
was terrible. As a result, I've never bought 
another product from Inter-Mountain. 
I wouldn't take a chance on the B&A 
hopper, either. 
 
I won't buy a piece of junk just because it's 
lettered for the NYC. My particular 
interests and preferences are the result of 
nearly 50 years in the hobby, yet I begin to 
wonder if they are simply way out of step 
with the mainstream. 

Joe 

 
Joe, 
Thank you for your comments and 
suggestions.  We are doing what makes 

good business sense and what we can offer 
from manufacturers who work with us. 
We cannot afford to offer exclusive NYC 
locomotive models as the minimum order 
would be too large. 

We have surveyed the membership and 
know the number of modelers in each 
scale pretty well. 

We will offer as many models as we can in 
each scale as long as they are prototypical 
and will sell in the quantities that will be 
purchased.  

We offer all models to our members at a 
discount that allows the Society to make a 
minimum amount on each model and still 
provide good value to our members. 

Our models are selling very well and we 
are being told by our members that they 
are happy with what we are doing. 

That is a pretty good indicator that we are 
where we should be. 

Thanks, Noel 

Hello Joe (Epperson, NYCSHS Treasurer), 
Just a quick note to see when I can expect 
delivery of the six T&OC hoppers. I 
ordered on December 15.  I see my check 
cleared the bank on December 24. 
 
I am very grateful that the NYCSHS was 
willing to produce a special run of these 
cars.  They are going to look great on my 
version of the T&OC! 
 
Blessings, Doug Chapman 

Doug, 
The hoppers will be mailed out this 
week.  We sort of shut down for the 
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holidays. Thanks for your order and for 
being a member. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel,   
There was a box from the NYCSHS on my 
porch when I came home 
tonight.  WOW!  The T&OC hoppers look 
terrific!  The lettering is so crisp and 
clean.  You and your team hit this one 
deep, over the wall. 
 
Blessings, Doug 
 
Hi Noel: 
Merry Christmas! I finally made it home 
after some travel delays.  Thanks for the 
page of the Headlight.  I actually have a 
hardcopy of that issue.  About 10 years 
ago I bought a bunch on eBay.  That page 
was always intriguing, but since it was 
from the 90s and I discovered it in 2006, it 
was too late to make any inquiries.  It's 
actually amazing how that lady was able 
to build the coal chute.  The model looks 
really accurate to the drawings we are 
currently developing.  I don’t know how 
she did it, unless she was working off 
actual historic drawings. 
 
Regarding the Mystery Photo on page 86, 
it’s the drawing for the NYC&HRRR 
Erecting Crane. Larry and I have that 
crane on the list of possible future projects, 
so we have been looking at it for a while. 
 
The issue looks great.  I thought you were 
going to just show the manholes in the 
photo section but made an article out of it! 
 
Manuel Duran-Duran 

Editor’s note: Manuel is our NYC Engineering 
Department Editor. 
 
Noel, 
Where can I find the loco rosters for: 

1. Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and 
St. Louis (Big Four) Railway,  
2. Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 
Railway, and  
3. Michigan Central Railroad? 

 
Thanks, 
Eric Henderson 
 
Eric, 
The best place for a complete roster for the 
locos for those three lines is in:  Steam 
Locomotives of the New York Central Lines 
Vol. 2 by Willaim Edson and H.L. Vail. 
Jr. It is available from the NYCSHS online 
store at http://www.nycshs.net.The link 
to the books is: 
http://www.nycshs.net/NYCSHS-
Books_c_53.html 
If you have not registered in the store you 
must do that.  Just follow the instructions 
on the front page.  You can purchase both 
volumes for $45 or each volume for $30. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
Cool.  Thanks! 
Eric 
 
Hi Noel, 
Are you the person to ask about shipment 
of models?  I ordered three Michigan 
Central hoppers and one 19000 series 
caboose and they have not shown up 
yet.  Wasn't sure if they were shipping.  
Thanks, Ed Enyedy 
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Ed, 
They told me today that they should be 
shipped to us sometime later next week so 
they should be coming to you the 
following week.  Looks like they will be 
there before Christmas. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
My MCRR hoppers arrived yesterday and 
look great.  I'll be assembling them in a 
few days and putting them into 
service.  Thanks for all you do to organize 
this. 
Merry Christmas, Ed 
 
Hi Noel, 
I've got two New York Central 40-foot 
sliding door boxcars that I'd like to be able 
to present some background prototype 
information on, as part of our 
review.  Attached is a pic of the Athearn 
model.  We also have an Atlas Trainman 
kit version that is very similar.  I'm 
assuming neither is a dead-on match for 
the NYC body style. 
  
What I'm after is really just a few 
basics...when did this scheme go into 
service for NYC?  Were the cars built in 
NYC shops (I have car numbers for each 
that can be researched), maybe a bit of info 
on the herald used and variations also 
found on this type of boxcar.  Can you or 
could you direct me to someone that could 
help with this project? 
  
Thanks, 
Tony Cook, Editor 
Model Railroad News 

507 W. Maple St. 
PO Box 177 
Plattsburg, MO 64477 
www.modelrailroadnews.com 

 

(Editor’s Note:  The above is an example of the 
kinds of requests we receive from 
manufacturers and the railroad press about 
NYC prototype information. We respond to all 
with the information they request.  This one 
resulted in Tony providing us with reviews of 
some of our offerings in Railroad Model 
Craftsman and Model Railroad News.  We also 
received coverage in Model Railroader and 
Model Railroad Hobbyist in the last two 
months. See the “What’s New for NYCS 
Modeling” for the coverage.)  

Dear Noel: 
An entry on Page 15 Of NYCentral Modeler 
gives a detailed description of an O-scale 
2-8-0 to be offered by Broadway 
Limited.  The entry is titled: "P&LE (NYC) 
2-8-0 H-9 Consolidation". 
  
While the only H-9 engines on the NYC 
System were assigned to the P&LE, they 
had a 2-8-2 wheel arrangement and were 
the only USRA heavy Mikados on the 
System. 
  
Of course, the engine should have been 
called some flavor of G class; as you 
correctly point out in your description, 
"This model does not accurately represent 
any NYC prototype...." 
  
In looking through the 1946 Locomotive 
Classification Book, I have not found any 
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2-8-0 engine that had a 12-wheel 
tender.  And the engine itself looks, in 
profile, more like a Reading 2-8-0.  
  
Sincerely,  Mike McDermott 
 
Mike, 
I believe the prototype for the model is a 
Western Maryland H-9 Consolidation, 
which explains the incongruous 
classification.  As a representation of a 
P&LE 2-8-0, I rate this model as a complete 
“foobie”.   Applying the WM H-9 
classification to a supposed P&LE 
locomotive only compounded the 
confusion.  
 
Guys brought up with diesels, knowing 
that an E8 was an E8 no matter on what 
railroad, just don’t understand that steam 
locomotive classifications were railroad-
specific and don’t work that way.   My 
column in the same issue of NYCentral 
Modeler speaks to the Society’s efforts to 
bring forth more accurate NYC models.  
 
Thanks for your continued support of the 
NYCSHS, and Happy New Year! 
 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President 
 
Mike, 
As Rich explains the model is clearly non 
authentic.  We cover everything we know 
about that is being issued by 
manufacturers and try in the NYCentral 
Modeler to offer some comments about 
non-authentic models.  We can’t stop 
manufacturers from offering such models 
or keep fans from buying them, but we try 
to let members know when they are 
correct. 

Thanks for being a member and taking the 
time to send us your comments. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
I can't remember for sure if I thanked you 
for the article you put together for the 
magazine. If I didn't I indeed apologize for 
not doing so earlier. If I did, well you 
deserve more than one thank you. I have 
shared the article with several individuals, 
and I applaud you for your efforts. Thanks 
again for telling the story. 
 
John Dick 
 
John is the author of “Modeling the Sells Floto 
Circus in HO-Scale” in the last edition of the 
NYCentral Modeler.  
 
Posted on the NYC-Modeler Yahoo 
Group: 
Just finishing up the 4th quarter 2014 of 
the Central Headlight after reading it cover 
to cover.  Something I find myself doing 
more and more.  On page 18 of this issue 
in the top photo from Jeremy Taylor's fine 
photos is a wayside sign in the middle of 
the diverging tracks. It looks to me like it 
might be a yard limits sign? 

I do not recall seeing a picture or diagram 
of the standard NYC yard limit sign and 
there might not be any standard. My 
question is, was there a standard?  As a 
modeler I'd kind of like to know. 

Thanks, Don Florwick 

Don, 
The NYCSHS Structures DVD for sale in 
the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop online 
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store includes a complete (?) set of the 
signs used on the NYC. 
 
I am putting a copy of the Yard Limit sign 
found there in the Photos section of this 
group. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 

 
This is one of the many graphics in the 
NYCSHS Engineering Structures DVD.   
 
We included three sets of signs in the 3rd Qtr. 
2014 NYCentral Modeler. 
 
Mystery Photo in the Last Edition

NYCSHS, 
The drawing shown is that of a Steam 
Wrecker. It is not a product of Industrial 
Works of Bay City, MI, however. It is an 
early product, and appears to me to be 
about a 100-ton machine. 
 

The photo below is of the Jackson, MI 
Wrecker that was an Industrial Works 
product of 150 tons. The big distinction 
between your drawing and the Industrial 
Works product is the position on the boom 
lifting cable chives. The Industrial Works 
always placed the cables in a horizontal 
pattern, not vertical as your drawing 
shows. The Industrial Works machine also 
has more enclosure for the operator also 
making me believe the Jackson Wrecker is 
newer. 

 
  
But it was a fun question. I look forward to 
the correct answer. 
  
Dave Wheeler  
 
Hi Noel: 
Regarding the Mystery Photo on page 86, 
it’s the drawing for the NYC&HRRR 
Erecting Crane. Larry and I have that 
crane on the list of possible future projects, 
so we have been looking at it for a while. 
 
The issue looks great.  I thought you were 
going to just show the manholes in the 
photo section but made an article out of it ! 
 
Manuel Duran-Duran 
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(Cover Photo by Eugene Van Dusen. Collection of John W. McLaughlin, Jr.) 

Our 2015 Calendar 
 
The NYCSHS 2015 calendar is now available. Access to a wide variety of photograph collections enables the 
Society to again present an excellent selection of high quality images. 
 
On the front color cover, Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5405 is shown at the Elkhart, IN, roundhouse in 1955. On the back 
color cover, two EMD E-units lead a westbound passenger train into Indianapolis, IN, in 1961. Calendar 
photographs include: GE U-25B diesel #2505 on a freight train in Detroit, MI, in 1964 (color); Class L-4a 4-8-2 
#3121 at Lawrenceburg Jct., IN, on an eastbound freight in 1955; F-M “Erie Built” diesel unit #5003 at Toledo, 
OH, in 1955; Class L-2c 4-8-2 #2833 at Saginaw, MI, in 1955; Two EMD F-7 units on a freight train at Canfield, 
Ontario in 1952; Class S-1a 4-8-4 #6000 at Harmon, NY, in 1948; an overhead view of Englewood Union Station 
and the Englewood yard in Chicago, IL, in 1944; Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5447 in Chicago, IL; Class K-3b 4-6-2 #4896 
on the Egyptian at Cairo, IL, in the mid-1930s; EMD GP-9 #5986 on a freight train in Blissfield, MI, in 1964; B&A 
Class J-2b 4-6-4 #607 at Weehawken, NJ, in 1950; a Class T-1b electric locomotive at the servicing facility at 
Harmon, NY, in 1927; EMD F-7 diesel unit #1778 on the “Old Road” passenger train at Bristol, IN, in 1953 
(color). 
 
Calendars can be ordered from: 
 
NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
 
They may also be ordered directly by clicking here:  NYCSHS Collinwood Shop and pay by PayPal, credit card, 
check, or money order. 
 
The price is $11.00 each. Free shipping. Ohio residents please add 88 cents sales tax. 

 
Dealer inquiries are welcome. 

The NYCSHS 2015 Calendar 
                    Darwin Simonaitis Editor   

	  

You may also order older NYCSHS calendars at reduced prices. 

Check our NYCSHS Collinwood Shop for availability at these calendars. 

We have greatly reduced our prices for these older issues. 

When ordering, Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2015 Convention & Meeting 

Utica, New York   May 1st – May 3rd, 2015 
Hotel Utica, Utica, NY 

  102 Lafayette, Street, Utica, NY 13502 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 1, 2015 

• Registration 
• Archive Open House 
• Layout Tours (Self-Guided) 
• Oral History Interviews 
• Afternoon & Evening Speakers	  

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
• Ride the Adirondack Flyer Round  

Trip Utica to Big Moose 
• Box Lunch – Thendara 
• Annual Banquet at Hotel Utica 

Speaker: John Taibi, Author, Member 
U&MV Chapter, NRHS, “NYCS 
Radiating out of Utica” 

• General Members Meeting 
Sunday, May 3, 2015 

• Train Show - Buy & Sell 
• Presentations 

WWW.NYCSHS.ORG	  
Register	  in	  our	  store:	  www.	  NYCSHS.net	  

Disclaimer:	   The	   schedule	   &	   list	   of	   speakers	   and	  
layouts	  is	  the	  best	  that	  the	  committee	  understands	  
as	  of	  April	  6,	  2014,	  and	  may	  change	  due	  to	  factors	  
beyond	  its	  control.	  

Historic Sites  
• 1914 NYCS Utica Station & U&MV  

             Archive, Bill Szymko, Director  
• 1914 Rome, NY Station 
• 1936 Syracuse, NY Station  
• Dewitt Yard – Public Roads Only 
• Little Falls, NY Station 
• Piccolo Depot Restaurant 
• Gulf Curve Memorial Plaque 
• Canal Place, Little Falls 
• Fort Stanwix at Rome, NY 
• FX Matt Brewing Co., Utica 
• Schuyler Street Tower & Tracks 
Hobby Stores & Layouts 
• Locomotion Hobby, Rome, NY 
• JR Junction Train & Hobby with 

Layout, Syracuse 
• Jack Dimbleby “HO-Scale” 
• Carl Trainor “HO-Scale” 
• Bessers Whistlestop – Layout with 

model of Buffalo Central Terminal  
Hotel Rooms 

$119 Plus Tax –Convention Rate. Deadline- April 1, 
2015 for Special Rate. Reserve at Hotel Utica        
1-877-906-1912 or 315-724-7829  

Presenters 
• Allen Bell  ”Modeling NYCS passenger 

bridge over the Hudson River” 
• Mike Bosak  “History of the NYCS Utica 

Station” 
• Wayne Freed  “Fred Beach and NYCS 

Bureau Films” 
• Tom Gerbracht “Know Thy Hudsons” 
• Al Gorney “NYCS in the 1960’s” 
• Mike Huchko “History of Rome, NY 

Railroads” 
• Shel Lustig “Working Mohawk & Hudson 

Divisions” 
• William Moll “Dispatching at Selkirk” 
• Jeff Paston “Syracuse Street Railroads” 
• Darwin Simonaitis “NYC Mohawks”  
• Rich Stoving “Publishing Central 

Headlight” 
• Carl Trainor “Baggage Coach Ahead” 
• Jeff English “Ride on the Rutland” 
• Carl J. Liba “NYC Niagara Locos” 
• Noel Widdifield “NYCSHS Model 

Program” 
• Larry Faulkner & Manuel Duran-Duran 

“NYC Engineer Dept. & Harmon Files” 
• Dave Mackay “Developing a model for the 

NYCSHS Model Program” 
• Ann Widdifield “The NYCSHS Oral 

History Program” 



 
	  
	  
PLEASE PRINT 

	  

New York Central System Historical Society 
	  

2015 Convention & Meeting 
	  

Utica, New York  May 1st - May 3rd, 2015 
	  

Registration Form 

	  
Name of Attendee    
	  
Name of Additional Attendee(s)    
	  
Address    
	  
City _________________________________State/Provience    Zip/Postal Code_______________ 
	  
Country _________________________Telephone    Member Number    
	  
E-mail    
	  
Emergency Contact Name (other than traveling companions)     Contact Phone    
	  
Number of Attendees    Total Amount    
	  
Banquet Choices: Number of each selection (Must add up to the number of paid registrations) 
	  
Prime Rib----------------------------        Chicken Francaise   --------------         Eggplant Parmesan  ----------- 
 
	  

Please send payment & registration to: Richard Barrett, 26 James Drive, 
Loudonville, NY 12211 

Please make checks payable to: New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
	  

Registration Fee: 
	  

NYCSHS Members (including family members) $179.00 each for all activities including the 
Saturday evening banquet.   Non-members can register at $179.00 plus a fee of $39.00.  The 
extra fee covers membership in the Society for one year, including all rights and benefits, along 
with one year of the Central Headlight.  
 

Hotel Rooms have been made available at the Hotel Utica, 102 Lafayette Street, Utica, New York 
13502.  Please call the Hotel directly at 315-724-7829. Rooms can be reserved at the Special 
NYCSHS Rate of $119.00 plus tax currently 10.75%. Please note: you must mention the 
NYCSHS Convention to receive the Special Rate. Early reservations are essential. The Reserved 
Rooms for the NYCSHS Convention with the Special Rate are only available until April 1, 2015. 
They will be filled on a first come first reserved basis. Don't delay! 
You are responsible for making your own hotel reservations. 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2015 Convention Train Show, “Sell, Buy, Trade” 

Sunday, May 3, 2015 
Hotel Utica, Utica, NY 

102 Lafayette Street, Utica, NY 13502 

	  

Thank you for your interest in wanting to display/sell at the NYCSHS annual train show. 
Your wares and displays add much to the convention’s atmosphere.  
Here is some important information: 

• 40 Tables (3’ X 7’) available for vending in the Saranac Room of the Hotel Utica 
• Set up time: 9:00 a.m.    Show times 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Sunday, May 3, 2015 
• Tables sold on first-come-first-sale basis.  Fee per table is $25.00 
• Maximum of three (3) tables per vendor 
• Vendors must have a New York State tax certificate and tax number on display at all times 
• Vendor is responsible for securing sales tax certificate and number 
• Vendor is responsible for collecting the necessary sales tax 
• Please make check payable to: New York Central System Historical Society (NYCSHS) 
• Please send payment & complete vendor registration form to: Richard Barrett, 26 James 

Drive, Loudonville, NY 12211 
• Attendance at the Train Show is open to members and walk-ins at no charge. 
• Additional information regarding the convention is available on the society website at: 

WWW.NYCSHS.ORG	  
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2015 Convention Train Show, “Sell, Buy, Trade” 

Sunday, May 3, 2015 
Hotel Utica, Utica, New York 

102 Lafayette Street, Utica, NY 13502 
 

Vendor Registration Form 
Vendor Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________State:_______________________Zip______________ 
__ 
Telephone #__________________________Email Address__________________________________ 
 
Website: ____________________________________NYCSHS Member #_____________________ 

 
New York State Sales Tax #___________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of merchandise you plan to sell: __________________________________________________ 
 
I certify that all the above information is correct, and I will abide by the rules for the show as outlined 
on the first page of this document. 
 
Signature________________________________________________Date:_______________________ 
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Article by Chuck Oraftik      Photos by Chuck 

Down in my basement it’s always a sunny 
day, late spring, during the early 1950s, 
and Chuck Oraftik is a little kid again.  
Both freight and passenger traffic is heavy 
on my HO-scale, double tracked, Boston & 
Albany Division (B&A) of the New York 
Central. 

The area I’m modeling is the 50+ mile 
segment from Albany Union Station and 
Selkirk Yard to Post Road/Niverville NY, 
Chatham, NY, Canaan, NY, State Line, 
Richmond, MA, Pittsfield, MA, and 
Washington Summit in the heart of the 
Berkshires.  Several stations (sadly some 
now gone) were architectural masterpieces  

by famed architect H. H. Richardson. 

The Boston & Albany 

As a refresher for those who may not focus 
on the B&A, the part of the line I model 
had freight and passenger interchanges 
with the Rutland Railroad at Chatham and 
with the New Haven RR at Pittsfield and 
at State Line - where the New Haven 
continued south to Danbury, CT, and New 
York City.  This provides the opportunity 
to throw in a little Rutland and New 
Haven variety.  There is also a junction at 
Chatham, NY where the New York 
Central’s Harlem branch went south to 
New York City and with the New York 
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Central’s Mainline at Albany. (In the 
Fourth Quarter issue of the Central 
Headlight, Richard Stoving provided an 
excellent summary of Chatham operations 
in 1939.) 

I chose the 1949-1954 period so I could 
legitimately operate a wide range of 
equipment. The B&A steam era closed in 
the spring of 1951. The last steam engines 
were L3’s and L4’s - often with reassigned 
Hudson tenders. I also operate a J2d 
Hudson and A1b Berkshires.   I believe the 
first diesels (EMDs) appeared in 1946, and 
in 1951 the B&A became the first division 
to be 100% dieselized.  The Rutland’s 
“Corkscrew” division from Bennington, 
VT to Chatham, NY operated until 1953.   

At the time there were several trains on 
the B&A connecting Boston with Albany, 
Chicago, St. Louis, and intermediate 
points.  The flagship train was the all 
Budd, all new (1949) “New England 
States”.   

 

NYC ad for the new New England States train. 
(From the collection of Mike Vescelus) 

Among others were the Paul Revere, 
Berkshire Express, New England 
Wolverine, Iroquois, and the Interstate 
Express.  There were also daily trains 
linking Pittsfield (in the heart of the 
Berkshire vacation/weekend area) with 
New York City – two or three each way 
via the Harlem Line and two via the New 
Haven’s Danbury line. 

Phasing and Progress 

Under construction at present is the 
segment from Pittsfield to Chatham.  This 
400 square foot (15’-8” x 25’-4”) portion 
was begun about 12 years ago.  Between 
then and now I was putting two girls 
through college, was very busy at work, 
and preferred to work alone, so I had 
made little progress on the railroad.  Now 
that I’ve just retired, I expect 90% 
completion in another two years.  At that 
point I will start the Phase Two 
construction to Niverville/Post Road 
Crossing with two return loops.  Working 
alone, I expect that to take another three to 
four years.  At a total of 850 square feet, 
Phase Three (on to Albany) is my long-
term goal.   

 

The layout plan shows all three phases and 
although out of date, shows where Chuck is 
headed. 
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Currently the town of Pittsfield is mostly 
complete – except for detailing and two 
foreground structures. 

This is an overall view of downtown 
Pittsfield. 

Downtown Pittsfield as seen from the station.  

Another view of Pittsfield with one of Chuck’s 
freight trains passing the downtown area. 
These are some of the structures that Chuck 
has built for the town. 

Most structures are reasonably close 
representations of specific early fifties 
Pittsfield buildings. 

 

It looks like a truckload of merchandise is 
being unloaded at England Brothers and not 
much happening on the railroad.

A Street level view looking south on North 
Street in downtown Pittsfield in the early 
195’s.  All buildings are replicas of actual 
Pittsfield structures – most are long gone. The 
scene is inspired by a similar one of Jersey 
City NJ done many years ago by an O-gauge 
club in Westfield, NJ. 

Chatham construction has begun and both 
Stateline and Canaan structures are 
complete.  I’ve just started the non-urban 
scenery. While I’m quite pleased with the 
initial results so far, I don’t look forward 
to the tedious task of creating the 
countless trees appropriate to eastern 



My Boston & Albany – Learning to Compromise 
	   	   	  
	   	   	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2015 
 

36	  

hardwood forests. But with the freedom of 
retirement, I’m making excellent progress.  

Learning to Compromise 

I began my Boston & Albany with the 
optimistic but naïve belief that the short 
segment I planned to model, combined 
with the modest scale and operations of 
the B&A (compared to most other NYCS 
divisions anyway) would allow me to 
create an at least close approximation of 
the actual line in my decent-sized 
basement.  Almost from the beginning I 
slowly became disabused of that idea.  

For starters, given the configuration, 
eccentricities and dimensions of my 
basement, I needed to have Pittsfield and 
Albany where they as shown on my plan. 
This would mean that east would be to the 
left and west to the right – opposite of 
common sense.   I thought about this for a 
long time and finally decided that I would 
be able to adapt to that.  Today I pretty 
much have, but no one else seems able to 
put their mind around it. 

Starting at Pittsfield, I understood that I 
needed to drastically scale down the huge 
General Electric complex shown below.

 

Also, there were no engine facilities at 
Pittsfield after about 1910.  Well, I just 

couldn’t help myself, so I’ve pretended 
that the New Haven’s small Pittsfield 
engine facilities were actually the B&A’s. 

 

 

Three views of the B&A Pittsfield engine 
servicing area. Chuck moved the New Haven 

facilities to the other side of the tracks. 

I also decided to change the actual 
pedestrian overpass at Pittsfield to a 
vehicular one – just because somehow it 
just seemed to look better that way.   



My Boston & Albany – Learning to Compromise 
	   	   	  
	   	   	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2015 
 

37	  

While my Pittsfield Union Passenger 
Station is fairly accurate, I still had to 
change the six arched windows to seven. 

Chuck kitbashed the Pittsfield station from 
two Walthers Gas Works kits. 

The B&A’s scenery from Albany to 
Pittsfield is pleasant enough but not all 
that spectacular. But there happens to be a 
barely noticeable “mini-summit” just west 
of Pittsfield, so I decided to take a little 
artistic/architect’s license.  I’m taking the 
liberty of using the scenery of the dramatic 
deep rock cut located at the B&A’s 
Washington Summit (east of Pittsfield) for 
the mini-summit just west.  Also, the 
Housatonic River between the mini-
summit and Pittsfield has very gentle 
banks.  I’ve decided to make it something 
along the lines of the more dramatic 
Westfield River, which is, again, east of 
Pittsfield.  (Sometimes I think maybe I 
should have modeled from Pittsfield east 
rather than west.) 

Even back in the day, Richmond, MA was 
never more than a whistle stop for the 
B&A.  However, I have a small corner 
reserved for it and would like to represent 
it somehow.  I only have a grainy photo 
from The Coming of the New York and 
Harlem.  If anyone has a better picture or 
two of this area, please let me know.   

Since I already decided to model the 
dramatic Washington Summit at puny 
Pittsfield Summit, I’d locked myself into 
having hills at my adjacent Stateline 
locality instead of the actual wet meadow 
scenery.  This meant that my New Haven 
branch interchange would have to 
disappear into a very un-prototypical 
tunnel.  I think I’ll be able to disguise it 
fairly well behind a row of trees, but the 
hills still won’t look right for Stateline.  In 
addition I added a creamery at Stateline 
because there was some kind of 
commercial use siding there at one point 
in the distant past, and it just looked 
visually like the scene called for something 
more. 

And I must confess: what NYC modeler 
could resist owning the Twentieth Century 
Limited or an S1 Niagara?  Not me - even 
though they never once set foot on the 
B&A. I’m having the main line crossing 
approximate replicas of the beautiful stone 
arch bridges engineered by G. W.  
Whistler for the original track alignment. 

 

The Housatonic River Stone Bridge. 

But alignment revisions in the early 
twentieth century left almost all of them 
unused by the 1950s.  Compromises get 
fewer at Stateline Tunnel, Canaan, NY and 
Chatham, NY.    
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State Line Tunnel in another view of my first 
scenery attempts. 

However, Chatham has only just begun, 
and I’m certain there will be some there, 
too.   

Canaan at least has the beginnings of what 
I want there. As you can see from the 
photos, it is a good start. 

 

You can see the beginnings of Canaan with a 
B&A Berkshire leading a freight past the 
unique station and road crossing. 

Canaan is finished enough that you can 
see what the town will look like when it is 
complete.  I like the idea of a town here to 
motivate me to continue to finish the 
layout. 

My dream of creating my own highly 
accurate B&A line has faded a little.  
Nevertheless, I’m certain that I am 

capturing the B&A’s spirit, flavor, and 
character.  

 

A pair of NYC E-8s lead a crack passenger 
train past Canaan. Looks like it won’t be 
stopping today. 

I believe that area natives will remark 
about how much I have captured.  In fact, 
a visiting Pittsfield model railroader 
remarked, “Oh my goodness, there’s the 
street and hill where I learned to drive a 
stick! ”  

So I’m enthusiastically and rapidly 
moving forward fully accepting the need 
for compromise when building a model 
railroad.  When I look around and see 
what other New York Central modelers 
have accomplished, even with 
compromises, I realize that I’m in good 
company.  Despite all the compromises 
I’m still a happy man.  

If I have any regret, it’s waiting so long to 
get started, and then moving so slowly 
because I wanted to personally get 
everything “just so”.  That is: accurate, 
prototypical, minimal compromise, etc.  
This pursuit of perfection had me 
wrapped around my own axel for far too 
long. I’d urge anyone who hasn’t started  
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to get up out of that armchair, don’t fret 
about compromise and just do it!  A recent 
column by Tony Koester hit home with 
me, he acknowledged that time isn’t on his 
side and that shortcuts, compromises and 
accepting the help of friends can make all 
the difference. 

Technical Background 

Mainline Run and Design: Currently the 
layout is a large loop due to a temporary 
connection from Chatham back to 
Pittsfield.  Eventually, it will be a “loop to 
loop” design around my furnace and 
water heater at different heights at each 
end.  It will be just about 200 feet long 
when complete. 

Height: The current entry to the train 
room is under the temporary Phase One 
return loop.  Clearance is 56”.  The Phase 
Two duck under will be about 57” clear.  
The track elevation varies from 53” to 61”.   
At 5’ 11” this seems like an ideal height for 
me; but if I were to do it again I’d lower it 
about 4” - 5” for the benefit of my wife and 
other shorter people.  In fact I’ve added a 
carpeted four-inch platform in the 
“Stateline aisle” and plan to do the same in 
the “Pittsfield aisle”. 

The entire layout is built in large modules 
- up to 2'-8" x 21'-0". This is because I don't 
want to invest 20 years on an endeavor 
that can't be transported to another 
location, passed on to heirs, or donated. 
The bench work and scenery is designed, 
sturdily built, and pre-cut so that cutting 
the rails is all that’s needed to disassemble 
the layout. 

Illustrated here is the boundary between two 
typical modules. Everything but the rails is 
precut. After a little scenery the line 
disappears. 

Train Room: In preparing my basement 
train room (heating and cooling, carpeting, 
insulation, coved corners, etc.), I replaced 
a key window with a larger one to allow 
easy movement of the modules out of the 
basement.  I also covered over two others 
to provide a continuous gypsum board 
backdrop.

Room preparation showing the modules (five 
large and two small) built off-site and 
transported in through the enlarged window. 

Motive Power: Engines include both brass 
and plastic steam and diesel locomotives. 
They range from old Nickel Plate Products 
and Westside Imports to recent Division 
Point, Broadway Limited, Walthers, and  
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other motive power. Not the purist I once 
was, I’ve extended the B&A’s steam era a 
year or two so I can have E8’s working 
along side last generation steam. 

Rolling Stock: Rolling stock is a mix of 
inexpensive “shake the box” type kits 
along with high quality cars from Kadee, 
Broadway Limited, etc.  The older I get the 
more I’m drawn to assembled and pre-
weathered cars that I often find for sale. 

Structures: Almost all structures are kit 
bashed from a wide variety of 
manufacturers.  The results are fairly close 
replicas of actual buildings in towns along 
the line in that time period.  As an 
architect, I find urban scenery is one of my 
favorite parts of our hobby.  

 

Another view of North Street in downtown 
Pittsfield. Chuck loves to build buildings and 
it shows in this photo. 

Track: Walthers code 83-rail, minimum 
radius: 29".  New Haven branch loop is 
code 83-rail – radius is 24".  Yards and 
sidings are code 70 - minimum radius is 
24". Maximum gradient is 2.1%.  Turnouts 
are mostly number #6 with a few #4, #5, 
and #8.  All track is laid on “Homabed”.

A view of the track bed showing the Homosote 
base and the construction techniques that 
Chuck used to build the benchwork. 

Controls: DCC by NCE.  I’m still in the 
process of converting some older engines. 
(Electronics is not my favorite).  The 
turnouts (about 40) are tortoise equipped. 

Chuck’s control panel for the Pittsfield engine 
servicing area and station. 

Lighting: Two bulb fluorescent (cool 
white) fixtures mounted on 1”x4”s behind 
a 3/16” plywood fascia screwed to the 
1”x4”s.  They are encased in clear plastic 
tubes that help reduce the amount of UV 
waves that tend to fade colors over time.  I 
highlight some scenes with small, clip-on 
(to the fascia) spotlights.  The upper and 
lower fasciae (1/4” plywood) are painted 
dark green.  

Scenery: Numerous Scenic Express and 
Woodland Scenics products.  I use N-scale 
ballast and Scenic Express Super Trees 
with Noch leaves.  All are on painted 
double layer plaster cloth over hot glued 
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cardboard strips stapled to a thin “lath” 
type wood frame (for rigidity if ever 
moved).  Under the trees is a thick layer 
matte medium covered in green and 
brown flocking and “deadfall”. They stick 
to each other like Velcro, so I just add a 
large blob of CA at each tree base and they 
support each other. No drilling or 
punching holes for me; surface mounting 
is faster and cleaner. Individual, upfront, 
freestanding trees are a different story 
though.  

A few of the many trees that Chuck has made 
for the railroad. 

I must thank the NYCSHS members for 
their excellent magazine articles, research 
library, inspiration and leadership - and 
for the countless hours our leaders have 
donated for the benefit of the rest of us. 
The current leadership is especially 
outstanding!  Additional thanks for their 
encouragement and help go to Casey 
Cavanaugh, Paul Carver, Noel Widdifield 
and the late Bob Buck - aka “Mr. B&A”. 
(See page 42 for detailed drawings of the 
layout in phases.) 

 

 

Model Videos & Photos 
on the NYCSHS 

Website 
We have posted a number of videos and 
photos on the NYCSHS website.  These 
include videos and photos from NYCSHS 
members and a special section of photos 
from members of the NYCSHS Modelers 
Committee. 

Just go to the “Modeling Resources” 
button on the front page of the website, 
and click on “Modeling Videos” to see 
those. 

To see the photos click on the “Modeling 
Photos of NYCS Models and Layouts”. To 
see the photos of the committee members 
slide right to “NYCSHS Modelers 
Committee NYCS Modeling Photos” for 
some of the great modeling by the 
committee members. 

Brian Marotta models the NYC in N-scale and 
this is his E-7A/B rounding the bend by the 
creek on his layout.  Just one example of the 
many photos found in this section on the 
website. 
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Phase 1                                                     Phase 2 

                  

Phase 3                All Drawings by Frank Knight 
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By Roger Murphy                                                Photos by Roger 

Finally retired and moving to a new home 
in Virginia, I now have a 28’ x 32’ space to 
fill with the NYC. Over the years as many 
of us do, we collect items for future 
layouts, and I am no different. However I 
found the “Holy Grail” back in 2010. Bill 
Gregory, a custom builder, in Tulsa, OK 
was selling his personal scratch built 
inventory of NYC marine stock. I quickly 
jumped at it and wound up with the 
pieces that you see. Now I have the items 
to simulate a West Shore waterfront, 
scaled back of course.  I used many of the 
Walthers waterfront kits to enhanced the 
marine fleet. One thing you should know 
about me is that I am not a strict blueprint 
NYC modeler. As long I can capture the 
“flavor” of the NYC item, its ok with me. 
Us old timers remember when there was 
no or very little offered in the NYC road 
name, so we purchased many cans of flat 
black, red primer, and Champ or Micro-
scale decals. 

The envisioned layout itself will be 
somewhat shaped like the letter “E” with 
each leg at least a 5’ x 8’ platform for ease 
of reach; some areas will be also be 3’ x 8’. 
I read a lot of books on planning, scoured 
the Model Railroader layout archives for 
different plans, but just could not find a 
large waterfront proposal. So I was on my 
own. As we know, what looks good on 
paper sometimes does not resemble 
reality. So I started to build my Walthers 
waterfront kits that I had purchased to get 
a feeling of size. Remember that 5’x8’, well 
it’s now a 6’ x 8’ to accommodate the 39” 
carfloat and 9” for the apron, -- 48” in 
total. I planned 24” of “land” to hold the 
trackage and the rest will represent the 
water of the Hudson River. The pictures 
reflect the new 6’ size. Right now I am still 

building, and planning, revising as I go, 
but you can see some of the items that will 
be spotlighted on the waterfront. Wish me 
luck! 

 

This photo gives an overview of the 
waterfront showing a lighter, two covered 
barges, with two Walthers pier add-on kits 
joined side-by-side making a 12” x 24” deck. 
Also in the view, is a modified building layout 
of the Walthers open air terminal and two 
Frenchmen River 40’ square material barges. 

 
A scratch built fuel barge, again two add on 
pier kits weathered with “Doc O’Brien’s” 
powders. This is my first attempt at 
weathering for all the structures seen in the 
accompanying photos. That’s a model power 
flat bed trailer with cable loads and two 
“WIP” mini shipping containers on pallets. 

 

 
The Weehawken Waterfront Terminal 
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This shot showcases a Walthers Traveling 
crane kit with a second pier added to provide 
ample room for flat beds, 18 wheelers, and 
lighters to stow their cargo. Notice the 
amount of pilings under the pier, which really 
gives a prototypical look. I painted them 
black because of the salt water of the Hudson 
River. A brown color would be suitable for 
freshwater lakes and rivers.  

 
They say a picture is worth a thousand words, 
so enjoy the pride of the fleet! The scratch 
built tug is amazing. That’s a Walthers 
carfloat that I built and weathered on my first 
attempt. 

   
This view shows a different view of the open 
air terminal sitting on a “double wide” pier. I 
modified the structure by adding to one of the 
loading docks using pieces in the kit to give a 
longer rail siding. Also notice the lighter and 
covered barge adding to the view.

 
Another busy day on the pier. The  traveling 
crane, tugboat, and carfloat all getting into 
position.

       
A closer view of the carfloat apron and float. 
Notice the #34 scow moored alongside the 
apron. A scow is a marine version of a flat car 
just like the covered barges serve as boxcars. 

 
The Weehawken Waterfront Terminal 
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A close-up view of the details found on the 
carfloat and transfer apron.  

What’s next? I have another traveling 
crane and transfer apron to build. I also 

have a Walthers bridge crane to situate on 
the layout even though there was no such 
structure in Weehawken. This is what I 
was alluding to in my earlier statement 
about being blueprint accurate. It is such a 
massive structure that will command 
attention, and besides I have two 40’ 
square nose material barges and an 80’ 
Kibri model plus a ton of hoppers to load 
or unload. In reality, there were two 
NYO&W coal piers operating at the north 
end of the yard, so I am not too far from 
the truth. Hope you enjoyed the visit and 
we’ll keep you posted on the progress of 
Weehawken, West Shore Division, New 
York Central Railroad. 

    

 

A final shot of Rogers “plywood” river with a couple of the beautiful NYC boats that he has 
modeled.

 
The Weehawken Waterfront Terminal 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Harmon Shops Coal Chute.  In-progress 
Perspective view. (MDD)   
 
The New York Central Harmon Complex 
was the Division Point where electric 
locomotives of the Electric Division were 
replaced with steam engines for the trip 
west (geographic north) on the Hudson 
Division.  The massive complex contained 
two roundhouses with a capacity for 56 
locomotives.  In order to serve these vast 
quantities of steam engines, a massive coal 
loading facility was constructed in the 
early 1910s.  The building had 15 coal 
chutes per side servicing passenger as well 
as freight locomotives with their 
respective type of coal. 
 

 
Harmon Coal Chute showing access trestle. 
(Date unknown)  

 
Harmon Coal Chute, sand house end view.  
The lower portion of the sand house was 
reinforced concrete with the upper portion a 
continuation of the timber framing. (Date 
unknown)  
 
The NYCSHS Archives unfortunately does 
not have any drawings of this massive 
building.  The new drawings for this 
project were developed based on period 
photographs using photogrammetry and 
CAD software.  The next issue will include 
the full set of drawings along with the 
construction article on Larry Faulkner’s 
“The Harmon Files”. 
 

 
Harmon Coal Chute. Side Elevation progress 
view showing a streamline Hudson 
locomotive for scale comparison. (MDD)   
 

 
Harmon Coal Chute, End views. (MDD)   
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HARMON SHOPS 
COAL CHUTE 

PROGRESS REPORT 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
Harmon Coal Chute model primed ready for 
paint. (LF) 
 
This is a progress report on the current 
project for “The Harmon Files".  Manuel 
Duran-Duran and I have decided to tackle 
the Harmon Coal Chute.  This is by far the 
biggest project we’ve attempted to model 
and we need extra time to coordinate a 
viable game plan and lay out all the 
components.  We decided to do this 
whopper full scale with the only selective 
compression used for the approach ramp. 
 

 
Lower Section showing framing details. (LF) 
 
This structure measured out to 320 feet 
minus the approach ramp which is even 
longer!  There were a total of 30 bins, 15 
per side, servicing the many steam 

locomotives that passed through Harmon 
on a daily basis. 
 
This model is being built mostly with 
Evergreen Scale Models styrene strip and 
sheet.  We have incorporated the use of 
etched brass sheet for the actual chutes 
and associated hardware that is being 
done by an outside vendor.  Manuel has 
done the concrete Sand House portion 
using three separate layers of laser cut 
acrylic.  

 
Lower Section with upper wall trusses 
installed.  Models placed to show scale. (LF) 
 

 
End View. (LF)  
 
Stay tuned for future installments of “The 
Engineering Dept.” and “The Harmon 
Files” as this project gets completed. 
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Article by Chuck Baldwin                           Photos by Chuck	  

A good candidate for a conversion to the 
New York Central and Hudson River No. 
999 is the little Bachmann catalog number 
4570 American locomotive, released in 
1972 as the Union Pacific No. 119 of 
“Golden Spike” fame.  The plastic boiler 
and cab shell of the Bachmann model 
already offers the appropriate wagon top 
boiler with extended smoke box, the stack 
is the correct shape and height, the 
headlight, bell, sandbox, and steam dome 
are in the correct locations, and their 
shapes and sizes certainly well represent 
those of the 999.  At least this is true for a 
modeler who is pleased with models that 
are unmistakably recognizable for what 
they are meant to be without being 
subjected to the precise standards and 
scrutiny of the so-called “rivet counters” 
among us.  Nothing wrong with counting 
rivets, mind you, it’s just not my thing. 

 

The Backmann 4570 4-4-0 that Chuck started 
with before the conversion. 

Starting with a boiler and cab that are 
acceptable as received leaves only the 
drivers (those huge drivers that enabled 
her to set the speed record of 112.5 mph 
near Batavia, NY, in 1891) and a couple of 
related items to be modified on the model, 
along with the obvious paint and lettering. 

Before I started work on the project, I had 
come across a set of 6-coupled drivers and 

rods, links, etc., in a junk box at a train 
show and swap meet.  They looked like 
just what I needed without benefit of any 
measurements, and they were cheap, so I 
snapped them up.  I thought they 
appeared to be from an Atlas/Rivarossi 4-
6-2, but when I got them home and 
measured them they were considerably 
larger in diameter; more the size of the 
drivers from a ConCor J3a 4-6-4.  
However, they are fine spoked 
conventional drivers with slim tires, not 
the rather “beefy” looking Scullin or 
BoxPok wheels typical of the ConCor 
model.  The bottom line is, unfortunately, 
that while the process used to fit and 
apply these all-important wheels to the 
model is still meaningful, I cannot give a 
source for them as I have no clue as to 
whence they came. 

While these new drivers of .470 inch 
diameter (75” prototype) are not quite as 
large as the real 999’s wheels (86” 
prototype), they look right and penetrate 
through the catwalk about the same 
amount as the real ones.  My theory 
regarding this seeming contradiction is 
that the model, overall, is a bit under scale 
and these undersized wheels turned out to 
be proportionally correct. 

Providing for the installation of the larger 
drivers is described for a person with 
access to some basic metalworking 
machinery.  I have a tool room style of 
machine shop which provides all the 
capabilities required but, by taking very 
light cuts with a good deal of care, this 
whole project can be completed doing the 
same operations on modelers’ machines or 
a “Unimat” type of outfit. 

Creating a NYC&HRR 4-4-0 No. 999 from an   
N-Scale Bachmann 4570   
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I made up a fixture consisting of a ¾’ X 1” 
by about two inches long piece of 
aluminum with one side milled away 
leaving a .120” X .197” deep tongue about 
1/16 inch from one end across the 1 inch 
dimension.  The end opposite the 
“tongue” gets clamped in a vise on a 
vertical milling machine and the boiler 
shell is fitted snugly on the tongue (in the 
rectangular “inside” of the boiler) and 
lightly clamped in place over the sandbox 
or steam dome.  The boiler is now lying on 
its side with one side up for spot-facing 
the wheel wells with a 9/16 end mill 
centered over the axel bearing slots.  
Plunge cut both wheel wells on the 
exposed side until the cutter just kisses the 
inner wall of the existing wells.  You will 
be cutting away an arc-shaped cavity in 
the cab skirt for the rear driver and in the 
catwalk and slightly into the boiler for the 
front driver.  Unclamp, flip the boiler, 
reclamp it, and machine the wheel wells 
on the second side. 

 

The above process could be executed on a 
smaller, light-duty modelers’ machine by 
first plunge cutting each wheel well with a 
much smaller diameter end mill and then 
enlarging the pocket with progressively 
larger diameter end mills or by flat-bottom 
boring with a boring head and a single-
point boring bar. 

 

The two wheel wells cut into the cab are 
simply covered by solvent-welding a 
rectangle of .020 inch styrene over the 
complete cab skirt.  The two front driver 
wells are covered from the catwalk up by 
fabricating “fenders”, just like they did in 
the West Albany Shops back in 1890, and 
fastening them in place with epoxy (which 
I doubt they did in West Albany). 

I made my fenders one-piece by turning a 
small cylindrical shape (shaped like a tiny 
Petri dish) out of aluminum. I then cut two 
segments free; each segment forming one 

Wheel well cutting fixture

0.350

0.350

1.0 stock

0.75
stock

*

*

0.197**

**

0.250

0.060
0.120

0.120 tongue thickness to be
snug-fit in rectangular cavity
in bottom of boiler.

0.197 depth (2 places) to be
fitted to depth of boiler
cavity such that “top” of
boiler and “base” of boiler
are both reasonably supported
against clamping force.

0.350 dimension (2 places)
to leave gap in fixture
tongue to clear obstruction
at boiler cavity center.

Wheel well cutting fixture application

Boiler cavity and fixture
tongue to be good fit both
in width and depth for
stability while cutting

Boiler (section)

Fixture

End mill
plunge cutting
wheel wells

Small clamp to
secure boiler
in position

Small clamp
(other end)

Clamp in
milling vise
here

Creating a NYC&HRR 4-4-0 No. 999 from an   
N-Scale Bachmann 4570   
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complete fender. The curved top and the 
flat, arc-shaped outer wall of each fender 
are created by portions of what were 
formerly the outer ring and flat bottom, 
respectively, of the “Petri dish”.  The little 
“dish” I made is .563 outside diameter (to 
fit the curvature of the wheel wells formed 
by the 9/16 end mill), .135 thick (to extend 
from the outer edge of the remaining 
catwalk to the inner surface “kissed” by 
the end mill), with a .517 inch ID by .112 
inch deep for the wheels to fit inside.  This 
little “dish” can be brass, aluminum, 
styrene, or almost anything else you have 
lying around.  Cut the two segments off it 
with a razor saw to extend to the bottom 
of the catwalks from the upper curvature 
of the well and epoxy them in place. 

 

I modified the pony truck by removing the 
original Bachmann (extremely tiny) 
wheels and axels and replacing them with 
wheel/axel assemblies from average N-
scale freight car trucks.  These 36” to 40” 
scale wheels look correct adjacent to the 
new, larger drivers and, more importantly, 
they actually touch the rails rather than 
being awkwardly suspended far above 

them as the originals would be!  A spacer 
(washer) may be required on the pony 
truck pivot, depending on the actual 
diameter of the wheels used, to get the 
precise height (rail contact) needed. 

Similarly, the cowcatcher must be moved 
forward to clear the larger pony wheels 
and downward to be closer to the track.  
Cut the original off the pilot beam with a 
razor saw, build up the forward face and 
bottom face of said pilot beam with strips 
of styrene, and re-cement the “cow 
catcher” in its new, lower and more 
forward location. 

Now all that remains is paint and lettering.  
The painting is not too difficult since the 
real 999 was pretty much black with a 
wooden cab, so I sprayed it black and 
brown.  To add a bit of brightness, which I 
do believe is prototypical even in the 
Vanderbilt era of drab locomotives, I 
added brass (gold colored) straps around 
the boiler.  Rather than attempt to paint 
these on such a tiny model, I applied gold 
decal striping onto the molded straps 
already in place.  Painting the bell and the 
steam relief valve gold also spruces it up a 
bit. 

Lettering is another story.  The “999” on 
the cab skirts was no big deal.  Gold 
Roman style number decals did the job 
beautifully (more about my choice of 
“gold” below…) but the Empire State 
Express on the tender gave me fits.  
Nothing available in N-Scale in either the 
name, complete, or even in script 
alphabets that even remotely matched the 
classy prototype font! 

I was typing samples of Empire State 
Express in various sizes of some of the 
many fonts available from Microsoft on 
my computer while sort of figuring, if I 

Creating a NYC&HRR 4-4-0 No. 999 from an           
N-Scale Bachmann 4570   
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was able to find a suitable size and style, I 
might look into having decals made from 
my artwork. 

While holding some samples up to my 
locomotive for evaluation, it dawned on 
me that the rectangular area of the tender 
on which the name was to be applied, was 
“framed” such that, if cut to fit well, the 
miniscule thickness of paper would not be 
visible.  I did not need the infinitesimal 
thinness of decal film!  I printed the name 
in gold, on a black background on my 
standard ink-jet printer, cut the “label” 
thus produced to the exact size of the 
available area, and glued it in place.  
Touching any exposed paper edges with 

thinned black paint and over spraying the 
whole shebang with Dullcoat finished the 
job. 

Now, about that gold:  I started out 
seeking gold decal alphabets due to 
ignorance.  By the time I discovered that 
the real 999 was lettered and numbered in 
silver, my heart was set on gold and that 
was that!  Like I said, I’m not a rivet 
counter. 

Between the writing and the publication of this 
article, Chuck had the opportunity to measure 
a few additional drivers and has narrowed the 
source to a Mini Trix 4-6-2 Pennsy K-4 
Pacific.

 

 

Chuck’s finished product. Old # 999 rolls again. 

 

Creating a NYC&HRR 4-4-0 No. 999 from an           
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Article by Joe Rothwell                                                Photos by Joe

The Commodore Vanderbilt (CV) engine 
made by Marx Toys is about as charming 
as a piece of stamped steel can be. 
Whether electric or wind-up, with lots of 
playwear or shiny NIB, it’s easy to become 
rather fond of the little gem. The nickel-
plate-front CV and close cousin, the 
Mercury engine, are two particularly 
interesting examples. All are well made 
and hard to wear out as the eBay market 
in this area will attest; the business is brisk 
and CV’s are still very reasonable with the 
exception of really nice or rare examples. 
An O-scale live steam CV engine would be 
about as close to model Nirvana as you’ll 
get and still ply earthly rails. 

 

This is the wind up Marx Trains CV 
locomotive like the one that Joe started with. 

The idea was planted after I saw Carl 
Berg’s 2008 article in “Steam” in the 
Garden Railways magazine. He states: 
“anyone approaching the Marx 
Commodore body shell with an idea of 
putting a steam powered chassis under it 
is properly cautioned.” It has the flavor of 
a challenge. The rest of the article is a 
pleasant narration and photos on how 
some of the major obstacles were 
overcome. Spectacular sight it must be 
while running. In the article, Carl also 
mentions another CV conversion-to-steam 

engine published ten years earlier in 1998, 
by Charlie Mynhier. Mr. Mynhier made 
everything …it looks just like a Marx CV, 
but it’s not! A fine plan drawing and a 
photo accompanies the text. Both these 
engines are a tour-de-force in imagination 
and execution. 

The CV shell is ideal for the conversion 
being roomy and heavy gauge stamped 
steel that can handle the high 
temperatures. Engines with more fragile 
and heat-sensitive construction, like 
pressure cast models, are not as well 
suited. It’s hard to find engines without a 
bunch of castings making up the shell in 
O-gauge. Another interesting candidate is 
Lionel’s 259E, all stamped steel with the 
smokebox door being the only cast piece. 
It’s on par with European stamped 
engines and has that classic American 
look. 

 I started referring to the conversion as the 
“CV Challenge”. Two were done (maybe 
more out there), and I decided to make 
number three. While soapboxing the CV 
Challenge at the 2012 National Summer 
Steamup, fellow steamer Tom King said he 
had a boiler at home that might fill the bill. 
The deal was, he would send it to me 
when he got back home and in return I 
should put together a wind-up engine 
with a consist of three or four cars (I 
always bring my wind-up locos to the 
steamups) and send that back to him. A 
sight unseen deal. True to his word, a tiny 
“Cricket” boiler showed up. I sent his 
packaged train set out right before 
Christmas. 

 I’ve been maintaining and running a 
“Ruby” and a “Mamod” on my backyard 
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layout. My old Mamod engine, having a 
kettle style boiler, was a weak runner. My 
feeling was that the chassis was a bit 
underrated due to the crummy boiler. I 
didn’t want to scratch build an engine as 
skills and time are limited, besides, Charlie 
already did that on his CV and Carl’s CV 
has its boiler in the tender. Since there are 
no rules in the Challenge…I wanted the 
boiler under the shell and the fuel tank 
would end up wherever. The steam dome 
and the filler plug on top of the Cricket 
boiler were not in the same positions as 
the teardrop fairings on top of the Marx 
shell, so a compromise was made. 
However, the firebox exhaust hole on the 
boiler matched the CV shell exhaust port 
perfectly and the boiler backhead couldn’t 
have landed in a better spot inside the cab. 
After dismantling the Mamod down to the 
chassis, the trial fit between the Mamod 
chassis, the new boiler and the CV shell 
was sublime. 

The boiler being fitted to the chassis. 

One immediate problem was the throttle 
valve’s location on the steam dome, 
outside of the shell, which required cutting 
the roof off and a second CV shell giving 
up its roof. The shells I used for this 
project were bought on eBay. Look for 
ones that have been repainted…really 

badly, so they’re cheap and not collectable. 
Sometimes a group of 4 or 5 CV engines 
are auctioned off in one lot and a good 
deal can be had, with parts galore. 

A set of boiler bands were fabricated to hold 
the boiler in place. 

Some boiler bands were rolled to keep the 
boiler tight to the chassis without causing 
too much heat-sink loss. The frame robs 
very little heat because the boiler sits on 
the sharp edges of the two frame rails. The 
CV shell itself is a huge potential heat-sink 
if allowed to touch the boiler anywhere. It 
does not touch the boiler because the 8 
handrail stanchion nuts underneath act as 
standoffs for the shell and create an air 
gap. The deadleg lubricator needed very 
little work and just about mounts in the 
same position as on the Mamod. A copper 
pipe was bent for a main steam line and 
soldered in place. 

The first few steam-ups were conducted 
on a stand without the shell. The chassis 
demonstrated great power, so my guess 
was right about the Mamod. The shell was 
attached next, but the nosepiece was left 
off and still the tests went better than 
expected.  
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The gold shell on the left is being fitted with 
the roof from the black donor shell on the 
right. The donor also gave up its nickel plate 
nosepiece. 

I was using a homemade poker-style 
burner that had a #5 jet for fuel delivery. It 
roared in its flue, a blue dragon tongue 
licking out the front. The engine ran better 
with each steam-up, breaking in nicely. 
Instead of hot water, this set-up was 
making steam!  

The jet, jet holder, and poker in final stages of 
completion. This was silver brazed together 
after the optimum size was found through 
trial and error. 

The front nosepiece was installed and the 
engine put in the configuration it would be 
in for an actual track run. This is when 
things began to unravel. 

The test was fine until right before steam 
was reached when a funny odor was 
followed by wisps of pale smoke. Instead 
of shutting things down, full steam ahead, 
I cracked open the steam valve which 
caused the right cylinder/piston to fall off 
and hit the workbench. After things cooled 
off, I found out that the blue flame wasn’t 
just coming out the top, but wherever 
there was an exit, due to the nosepiece 
enclosing the smokebox. The next biggest 
exit hole was near the right cylinder, so the 
heat softened the solder there and when I 
applied steam pressure, off it came. Rats! 
With nothing to lose, I attempted a repair 
of the right cylinder. Within 30 minutes, I 
was putting things back together after 
successfully re-soldering the cylinder back 
on. It was months later, when I installed a 
piston upgrade kit because I found out 
that a rubber O-ring on top of the old 
piston rod had carbonized and leaked 
steam. You couldn’t tell when the engine 
ran, though, it always had good power. 

The front of the engine showing flue elbow 
diverting hot gas out of the stack.  Oil canister 
and direction lever also visible. 

This heat problem was overcome with a 
½” copper elbow on the end of the flue. It 
channels most of the heat right out the 
smokestack hole. I also put a smokebox 
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door on the front-end of the boiler, 
shielding the nickel-plate nosepiece from 
any excessive heat. Now a nifty blue flame 
exits the stack, bringing all kinds of 
comments during operations.  

Test fit of brass smokebox door. 

The butane tank ended up in a pre-war 
Lionel whistle tender and piped over to 
the burner. The tender is using Marx 
trucks instead of the Lionel trucks. The 
Marx trucks have smaller wheels which, 
makes a lower, less top-heavy tender, and 
they also have the proper coupler for the 
three Marx NYC heavyweight coaches. 

The body shell fitted in place. 

The nosepiece and teardrop fairings were 
sent off to get nickel plated while the shell 
was getting powdered coated a semi-gloss 

standard black. Handrails were put on the 
tender, too. A floor for the cab was 
fashioned out of brass as was the firewall. 
Commercial brass O-gauge detail parts 
make up the backhead. The nickel-plated 
dome encloses the filler plug/whistle 
combo. 

 

Some work in the cab. With the roof removed, 
the floor can be seen in the process of being 
fitted. Poker burner is also temporarily 
installed. 

Brass detail parts being prepped with copper 
wire for dressing up the backhead. 
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The brass detail parts from Backshop Brass 
really adds interest to a normally Spartan 
cab. Well worth the effort. 

Now that it’s been running a year, the 
powder-coated shell was worth the cost as 
it still looks new and is very heat resistant. 
Altogether, you’ll find yourself forgiving 
the bulbous nature of this “streamliner” 
and have an irresistible urge to pick it up. 
The engine got the ultimate compliment at 
a recent steamup when it was repeatedly 
picked up during the event in my 
absence…even though there is a strict rule 
forbidding this if the owner isn’t there. I 
can’t blame them, I’d do the same. 

 

A right hand view of Joe’s finished locomotive all ready for a steam up. 
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Looking down on the locomotive you can clearly see that it is a live steam version.

 

In spite of all of Joe’s modifications you can see that it is clearly a Marx Trains beginning. 
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The Commodore Vanderbilt runs again under steam pulling a string of NYC heavyweight passenger 
cars. Joe accepted the challenge and overcame the “proper warning”.  This photo showcases Joe’s 
mechanical and modeling skills. He now has a model that he can be very proud of running at the 
steamups. Joe’s many hours of time and the investment in the proper materials have paid off 
handsomely.

 

Coming Soon From the NYCSHS Archives 
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residents will be charged 8% 
Ohio sales tax on the new DVD. 
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Article by Tom Stebly                                        Photos by Tom

	  

The Coil Gondola fully assembled and awaiting weathering.  There were some areas within the 
gondola that were over-masked and will require touchup.

The	  Evans	  Coil	  Coach	  

The Evans integral cover coil car (also 
referred to as the Coil Coach, clamshell, or 
breadbox coil car) was based on a New 
York Central design.  The design was an 
effort to reduce maintenance and return 
costs of coil hoods while increasing coil-
loading capacity.  Coil car hoods were 
subject to frequent damage by steel mill 
cranes during the loading process.  They 
were also subject to loss while at the mills, 
resulting in extra transit costs to return the 
missing hood to the railroad to which it 
belonged.  The new car contained integral 
covers that protected the coils from the 
elements and theoretically allowed for 
lower maintenance costs.  The Evans Car 
Company approached New York Central 
System member Pittsburgh and Lake Erie 
about building cars of this design and 
orders were placed.    

Both the P&LE and the Bessemer & Lake 
Erie took delivery of these cars from the 
Evans Car Company in Plymouth, MI in 
late 1966.  Initially, the P&LE planned to 
have Evans build a total of 250 cars for coil 
service; however, only 50 of the cars 

(numbered in the 42250-42499 series) were 
delivered and placed into service.  While 
innovative, the integral hoods were subject 
to damage due to closing with mill cranes.   
The use of cranes for closing of the doors 
caused the pivoting and locking 
mechanisms to break, resulting in a rapid 
opening of the covers that could seriously 
injure workers.  Repair costs and 
continued damage led to conversion of the 
cars to standard coil gondolas    

The cars were sent back to Evans Rail Car 
in 1975 for rebuilding into open coil 
gondolas.  The innovative cover and 
securement system were removed from 
the cars, the cutouts in the ends of the cars 
plated over, and ladders and grab irons 
were added to the sides.  Touchup paint 
was applied prior to lease termination and 
outright purchase by the P&LE. 

Given the short service life of the covers, 
the model build reflected the cars as 
rebuilt post-1975.  Much of what is 
covered in this article can be applied to 
modeling the cars as-delivered with the 
integral hoods.  Some additional material 
removal from the car ends would be 
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needed as well as additional detailing of 
the coil covers.  The ladders would also 
need to be left off and replaced by various 
grab irons.   

Compromises 

A few compromises did need to be made 
in modeling this car.  When I started on 
this project I wanted to have a much 
improved appearance, but I also realized 
that there were some things I would have 
to live with given my modeling skill level 
and the limitations of the original car 
tooling.  The gondolas came equipped 
from Evans with 125-ton wheelsets and 38-
inch wheels.  Unfortunately, the 125-ton 
trucks are no longer available from Eastern 
Car Works and there are no fine scale 38 
inch wheels on the market yet.  I decided 
instead to go with Kadee 100 ton trucks 
and put in Exactrail 36 inch fine scale 
wheels.    

The lower body sill was also angled 
slightly different from the prototype.  I 
chose to leave this as-is on this car to avoid 
additional bodywork.  The coil trough 
from the Walthers car was actually shorter 
than the gondola body of the Bachmann 
car.  I decided to leave this as-is to simplify 
the fitting process, as I didn’t want there to 
be too tight of a fit between the 
underframe and body.  I ended up adding 
some strips to fill the gap some and make 
it more visually appealing.  Again, this 
isn’t prototypical but is a compromise I am 
able to live with.  Finally, I freelanced the 
brake rigging for this car based off of a 
Wabtec air brake training manual.  I 
wanted to detail the car as much as 
possible and I was unable to come up with 
any underframe pictures or blueprints and 
improvised the setup. 

 

Car Body 

To build the car, both a Bachmann coil 
gondola and a Walthers Evans 100 ton coil 
car would be needed.  My cars were both 
parts cars that I happened to already have 
on hand.  A person may be able to find 
them at a swap meet or online at a 
reasonable price.  There will be a fair 
amount of cutting and plastic removal 
involved in this build, and some patience 
will be needed to boot as the car is 
prepped for paint.  The Bachmann coil 
gondola will supply the gondola body 
while the coil car will supply the coil 
trough and underframe. 

	  
The Bachmann coil gondola serves as the base 
for this model build.  While crudely detailed, 
the car body is fairly accurate dimensionally. 

I started with the Bachmann car.  The first 
step is to remove the Talgo trucks and 
hoods from the car before placing the body 
in a bath of brake fluid.  I have had good 
success using Prestone DOT3 brake fluid.  
The paint should begin to flake off and 
dissolve within hours of being put in the 
bath.  I typically pulled the car from the 
fluid every couple of hours and used a 
toothbrush to gently scrub away the paint.  
I then used a toothpick to remove any 
remaining paint chips that remain adhered 
to the car.  Once clean, I washed the car 
body off in warm soapy water and 
allowed the body to air dry. 
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When dry, I began by removing the 
molded on details using an Exacto #17 
chisel blade.  You will want to remove the 
cast on grab irons, jacking pads, and end 
platforms. Be sure to only remove the 
platforms and not the lower supports that 
run horizontally along the bottom of the 
car.  The next step was to remove the 
underbody of the car.  You will need to be 
careful for two reasons: first, the car loses 
much of its structural integrity when 
doing so; and two, to avoid gouging the 
insides of the car body (which creates a lot 
more prep work prior to assembly and 
paint).  A Dremel or hand drill can be used 
– be sure to stay back at least ¼ of an inch 
from the car sides to avoid gouging with 
the drill bit.  I like to drilled holes all over 
the underside of the car and then began to 
cut away the remains using a larger Exacto 
blade.  You will want to gradually work 
your way closer to the shell with the knife 
until you are close enough for sanding.   

The angled ribbing within the car was 
removed as well.  I used the Exacto chisel 
blade to gently shave away the ribbing.  I 
again left just enough material to allow for 
final sanding of the car interior. 
  

	  
An interior view shows the heavy webbing 
that must be removed when replacing the 
frame/floor of the car.  An Exacto chisel blade 
can be used to gently shave away the webbing. 

Once completed, the car body was masked 
off and a guide coat of grey primer was 
applied to the car interior.  I then used 
sanding sticks to gently sand down the 
interior and level out any raised ribbing.  
The guide coat allows you to see high 
spots and dips requiring filler.  I continued 
to sand until the guide coat was gone from 
within the body.   

The pinholes that attached the covers on 
the car ends needed to be filled prior to 
final sanding.  I used some Evergreen 
round styrene stock to fill the holes.  I 
glued the rod into place and then used the 
chisel blade to trim the excess.  All areas of 
the car that had material removed were 
then wet sanded using 200, 400, 600, 1,000, 
2,000, 4,000, 6,000, and finally 10,000 grit 
sand paper.  This left the car with a 
smooth surface prior to detailing.    

I wanted to simulate any seam lines 
present on the car interior and exterior.  
After referencing prototype photos, I 
ended up scribing several horizontal 
seams on the car exterior as well as within 
the car body to denote body panels.  I first 
transferred the seam lines onto the car 
body with pencil and a ruler before using 
the tip of a new angled Exacto blade to 
scribe the lines.  An easy way to do this 
with the interior of the car is to use an 
adjustable T-square and scribe along the 
edge.  This helped me to make sure that 
the seams were scribed vertically and not 
crooked.   

There were several patch panels applied to 
the cars during the rebuilding process.  I 
used .005 Evergreen styrene sheet to 
simulate the panels.   

There were six panels needed – two 
triangles on each exterior car end and a 
corresponding panel on the inside of each 
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end.  This helped to give the appearance of 
the car having been patched.  I used CA to 
attach the panels to the car ends.  Be sure 
that you get them lined up properly or you 
will end up having to scrape them off and 
re-sand like I did. 

   

A .005-inch styrene panel was cut to show the 
patching applied to the cars upon their 
conversion from the integral cover to an open 
gondola.  

Since I was trying to prep for weathering 
the car as I went, I chose to mask off the 
body to allow for priming and painting of 
the interior of the body before detailing 
the exterior.   

This willed help to prevent damage to the 
added detail parts.  I made sure to mask 
off any area where glue would be applied 
to combine the underframe and body of 
the car.  I used Model Master white primer 
followed by a salmon colored acrylic craft 
paint for the interior.  This was applied in 
several light coats and was allowed to dry 
before dull coating to seal prior to further 
weathering. 

Details could now be added to the exterior 
of the car.  Each end opposite of the air 
hose side should have had a four-rung 
ladder added to the car end and a five-
rung ladder added on the corresponding 
side of the car.  I was unable to find any 

five-rung ladders available and chose to 
cut down a pair of Details West 7 rung 
ladders.  I then added a 36-inch grab iron, 
an 18-inch grab iron, and a 24-inch grab 
iron to the car ends with a pair of the 
Kadee grab irons on the side of the car 
opposite of the ladders. 
  

 
The car has been fully primed and awaits 
painting.  The jacking pads were made from 
.032 inch brass stock and are a scale three- 
foot in length. 
These grab irons should straddle the 
outermost side rib of the car where 
installed.  The grab irons are extremely 
thin and flimsy – you will want to be very 
careful when installing them onto the car 
body.  An Ajax brake wheel assembly was 
then added to the B end of the car.  The 
jacking pads for the car were made from 
.032 brass stock cut to a scale 3-foot length.  
The ends should be slightly tapered from 
top to bottom before gluing in place. 

A strip of thicker styrene was then used as 
a brace between walkway supports on 
each end of the car.  These strips had to be 
notched out to allow the draft gear and 
underframe to sit flush with the car body.  
I would suggest filing/sanding and then 
test fitting the pieces several times.  This 
will help to prevent excessive gapping 
around the draft gear. I used a Plano 
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Products Gunderson Well Car walkway 
kit for the decking on each end of the car. 
 

 

A Plano Products Gunderson Well Car 
walkway kit was cut down to provide the 
Morton pattern walkways on the ends of the 
car.  Some of the cars also had Apex (slotted) 
walkways when delivered from the factory. 

There are prototype photos that show both 
Apex (slotted) and Morton (round hole) 
having been used on these cars.  For this 
car I have chosen to go with Morton 
walkways per the prototype photos I am 
working with.  The Gunderson kit has the 
correct width but is a bit too wide.   I cut 
them down to size and glued them with 
CA onto the tops of the supports.  Finally, 
the coupler cut lever supports and grab 
irons were added to both walkway 
supports.   

Coil Trough 

The coil trough includes both the trough 
itself and the frame that the coil hoods set 
on.  I began by cutting off the walkway 
supports from the coil trough and sanding 
the remaining points smooth.  I then 
sanded the surfaces of the simulated wood 

coil decking down to allow for the 
addition of scale lumber to simulate the 
wood used to protect the coils in transit.  I 
roughly took the decking down to 1/3”-
1/2” of the pre-sanding height.  Once 
completed, I masked off the bottom of the 
coil trough and laid down some of the 
dark grey automotive primer to serve as a 
base for weathering. 

 

To simulate chipped anti-skid coating, a salt 
and water method has been used to provide 
the appearance of coating failure.  Oils and 
powders will be used to color the rust pitting 
and bleed.   The coil trough boards have also 
been weathered using multiple light washes of 
anthracite gray craft paint. 

 

A closeup showing the chipping as a result of 
salt weathering. 

 Some of the prototype photos appear to 
show the bottom of the trough painted 
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white; it is likely that this was an anti-slip 
coating applied at the factory.   
Unfortunately, I haven’t been able to find 
out if this was applied to all the cars 
ordered or just a few of them.  I wanted to 
simulate the gradual wearing away of this 
coating and chose to employ the salt 
technique for doing so.  I used a paint 
brush to apply water where I wanted the 
coating to appear chipped away.  I then 
sprinkled table salt onto the areas, trying 
to form typical wear and rust patterns.  
The evaporating water allows the salt 
granules to stick and serve as a mask for 
the topcoat.  Once dried, I applied a thin 
layer of flat white paint from a spray can 
and allowed the coat to fully cure.  I then 
used a toothpick to dislodge the salt, 
leaving an erratic pattern to simulate 
coating failure.  I will eventually follow up 
with a burnt umber acrylic paint and some 
oils to these spots to give depth and 
texture and the appearance of rust creep. 

Once the trough had time to cure, a mist 
coat of dull coat was applied to the trough 
prior to further weathering.  I wanted to 
use real wood if possible for the decking in 
the trough and found some available that 
seems to stain well for a realistic 
appearance.  I ended up getting the scale 
2” x 10” wood strips from Eastern Scale 
lumber.  I first cut the strips to the length 
of the coil trough and numbered them on 
the backside for left or right side of car and 
board position.  I then used an Exacto 
knife to gently scribe in the board lengths 
before weathering.  After a rough sanding 
to add some texture, a very diluted mix of 
water and acrylic craft paint (Anthracite 
Gray – a dark gray) was washed on to the 
boards in multiple applications and 
allowed to dry.  I then used a pencil to 
highlight the joints and fasteners.   The 

wood strips were then glued in place to 
the sides of the coil trough using CA. 

Once finished, I set the trough aside and 
began to work on the trough frame.  The 
frame required some cutting and sanding 
to fit within the car body.  I used a 
finetoothed razor saw to remove the frame 
overhangs to allow for assembly.  I started 
by flipping the frame upside down and 
placing the razor saw in the crease.  I then 
slowly sawed along until the overhangs 
came clear of the car.  I followed up by 
using a 150 grit sanding stick to smooth 
the sides.   The top of the frame needed to 
be modified as well.  I started by using the 
#17 chisel blade to gently shave off the 
edges that allowed the coil covers to seat 
to the frame. I then removed the middle 
cross support using the razor saw and 
sanded to make sure that I smoothed the 
surface. Two styrene strips each were 
added to the frame ends to help fill the 
gap between the trough and the car body. 
The sides of the frame were then masked 
to allow for a clean glue joint and white 
primer was applied.  I again followed up 
with a salmon colored craft paint. 

Underframe 

The Walther’s Evans 100 ton coil car 
provides both the coil trough discussed 
above and underframe for the car.  The 
frame was decently detailed and has the 
correct wheelbase for the car being 
modeled. Again, there was quite a bit of 
cutting needed to prepare the underframe 
for assembly.   I began by removing the 
coupler pockets and all details from the 
bolsters on out using a razor saw.  You 
will want to cut slowly to avoid damage to 
the bolsters.  Once removed, I narrowed 
the frame so that it could fit into the 
gondola car body.  I flipped the frame so 

 
Modeling a P&LE Evans Coil Gondola 

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2015 65	  

that the bolsters were facing down on your 
workspace.  You will notice that the 
outside sills of the car are thinner than the 
rest of the frame.  I took a razor saw and 
again began to gently saw through the 
outer sill, being sure I kept the blade flush 
against the thicker part of the frame.  This 
thinned the frame enough to fit into the 
body with just a bit of finish sanding.  

You’ll notice that the two side sills have a 
slightly different profile when test fitting 
them.  The Walthers car likely has the 
most correct profile, but I didn’t want to 
have to change the profile of the gondola 
body.  I decided the best way to work this 
was to cut out the angled area of the 
Walthers frame and use styrene strips to 
rebuild the angle to match that of the car 
body.  Using a razor saw, I cut just behind 
the angle and again just past where the sill 
flattened out again and removed the 
pieces.  I then needed to use styrene strips 
to fill in the gaps.  Once glued, I filed and 
sanded them to match the profile of the car 
body. 

At this point, I went ahead and masked 
the sides of the frame as well as the top of 
the main sill where it would be glued to 
the underside of the coil trough.  I then 
painted from above with the dark gray 
automotive primer to make sure I had 
good coverage on the bare yellow plastic 
below.  Once dried, I used a thicker, 
slower curing CA and bonded the frame to 
the underside of the coil trough.   

I again did a test fit of the frame/coil 
trough.  You’ll notice that there is a large 
gap in each end between the bolsters and 
the ends of the gondola.  There is also no 
place to mount the draft gear to as well.  
Using fairly thick styrene sheet, I cut a pair 
of shear plates to fill the gap and help 

center the underframe in the body.  I 
would suggest picking an A end and B 
end (hand brake end) of the car at this 
time and marking both the car body and 
frame so that any sanding or adjustments 
to the shear plates will allow you to fit the 
car together with minimal gapping. I 
glued the shear plates to the underside of 
the coil trough snugly against the bolsters.  
Once cured, I took some time to test fit the 
frame and car body, sanding the ends of 
the shear plates until I had a good fit with 
minimal gapping. 

With this work completed, I began to 
detail the underframe of the car.  The 
Details West cushioned draft gear was 
now added to the shear plates.  You will 
want to center these with the car frame, 
both gluing and screwing the draft gear in 
place.  The draft gear needs to be gapped 
out slightly from the bolsters to get the 
correct pulling face measurements.  I 
applied a slow curing CA to the tops of the 
draft gear and set them onto the shear 
plates, making sure that they were true 
with the centerline of the car.  I then used a 
self-tapping screw to further secure the 
draft gear to the completed underframe.  

There are a series of 4 cross frame 
members in the Walthers kit that are 
keyed to the underside of the coil trough.  
The same cross frame members are found 
on the prototype as well.   The two 
innermost are correctly positioned as-is 
and can be glued into their respective 
locations.  However, the two outermost 
supports sit too far in and don’t match up 
correctly with the curved side ribs.   I 
found that mounting them just to the 
outside of each of the keyed locations put 
them in their proper location.  I put a drop 
of glue on the outsides of these keyed 
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areas and held them firmly in place until 
the glue had an opportunity to cure.     

 

A closeup of the fully detailed underbody of 
the car.  Some liberties were taken in 
simulating the brake rigging given a lack of 
prototype pictures of the underside of the car. 

Once the cross member supports were in 
place, the underframe was detailed.  I had 
lost the original Hydra-Cushion unit from 
the Walthers car and had to find a 
replacement.  I ended up purchasing a 
Moloco Dresser Hydra-Cushion kit.  The 
kit was actually designed to fit within the 
frame channels.  However, the car weight 
sits in this location on the Walthers car.  
You will need to file down the Hydra-
Cushion unit to sit properly if you choose 
to go this route.  I used a small file and 
made sure to file the unit down evenly so 
that it would seat properly on the frame.  
A gap remained on each side beneath the 
center plate of the cushioning unit. I cut 
some small rectangular styrene strips to 
fill the gap and allow the unit to sit flush.  
Once completed, the Hydra-Cushion unit 
was glued in place between the two 
innermost cross members.   

The Walthers brake rigging was glued into 
place next.  You will want to make sure 
that the brake cylinder piston faces the B 
end of the car.  I wanted to simulate the 

brake rods on this car but was unable to 
find any schematics or proto photos that 
showed the actual layout.  Using a Wabtec 
air brake training manual available online, 
I was able to put together what I thought 
was a reasonable setup to simulate this.  I 
chose to use .010 brass wire (roughly 1 
inch nominal size) from Details Associates.  
I drilled holes into the brake levers on the 
Walthers rigging using a #80 drill bit and 
bent the brass wire as needed to the 
various locations on the car.  A small 
amount of CA was used to secure the wire 
to the underframe.   

You will also want to mount the air brake 
reservoir, control valve, and brake 
plumbing at this time.  Again, there were 
very few photos that showed the location 
of the various brake fixtures and 
plumbing. It appeared from photos that 
the reservoir should be near the middle of 
the side closest to me as I viewed the A 
end of the car.  Since I was using the 
Moloco brake kit, the reservoir was sitting 
much too low where it was to be mounted.  
I decided to file the backside of the 
reservoir flat and glue it to the underframe 
supports.  This left about 2/3 of the 
reservoir visible from the side – this may 
not be exactly correct but was acceptable 
for me.  I chose to mount the control valve 
on the frame opposite of the reservoir.  I 
then ran an air line from the back of the 
brake piston to the control valve, two lines 
from the control valve to the reservoir, and 
then plumbed in the main air brake line 
into the system as well.  Once completed, I 
masked off the areas of the underframe 
that would be glued to the gondola body 
and painted the underframe using Krylon 
flat brown.  Once dry, the underframe was 
ready for final assembly. 
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Assembly 

The assembly of the car was a little bit 
different compared to most cars. I tried to 
both prep the car for weathering and 
assemble the car at the same time.  This led 
to me to assemble the car and apply paint 
basecoats in stages.   I made sure to mask 
any areas to be glued ahead of painting so 
that I had clean plastic mating surfaces for 
final assembly.    

The most logical starting point for me was 
to paint the underside of the coil trough 
and top of the frame first. This was done to 
eliminate coverage issues once the car was 
fully assembled.   Two colors were used in 
the construction of this car.  I used Krylon 
dark grey automotive primer as my base 
for the coil trough and topside of the 
underframe. The color can best be 
described as a grimy black and can serve 
as a good base for other mediums as well.  
I also used Krylon flat brown on this car as 
well at the suggestion of Gary Christensen 
of “The Weathering Shop”. It did a nice 
job of simulating a rust base in areas that 
won’t be readily visible to someone 
viewing the car. 

 

The car has been shot with Modelmaster 
White Primer and allowed to dry 
overnight.  The white helps to highlight the B 
end detailing of the car. 

With the car body fully assembled, I 
masked off the areas to be glued towards 
the bottom of the car.   I again applied 
Model Master white primer to both the 
exterior and interior of the car and allowed 
the primer enough time to work.  

I then used an airbrush to apply the 
salmon colored acrylic paint to the interior 
of the car, doing so in multiple coats.  This 
received additional weathering once the 
car was decaled and dull coat applied.  
Once the paint cured, the masking was 
removed from the car and a slower setting 
CA was applied to the sides of the frame 
and the masked areas of the car body.  The 
underframe was mated to the gondola 
body and pressure applied until the glue 
cured.  The car was then painted. 

 

The pink primer has been applied per 
prototype photos.  You can see where masking 
has been applied below to allow for clean 
plastic surfaces for assembly. 

With the underframe already painted, 
additional masking was needed prior to 
applying the paint to the exterior.  Both 
the underframe and interior of the car 
were masked prior to applying the paint.  I 
wanted the car to be heavily faded from 
the as-built Jade color.  I ended up 
choosing a light seafoam green to reflect 
this and applied it to the body of the car in 
multiple coats.  Dull coat was applied once 
the acrylic paint had fully cured 
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. 

 

The fully assembled car from the side.  A very 
faded sea foam green color was applied to the 
car to serve as a base for the weathering. 

Trucks/Finishing Touches 

This car was again originally equipped 
with 125-ton trucks with 38-inch wheels.  
Unfortunately, Eastern Car Works trucks 
are no longer available and there were no 
fine scale 38-inch wheelsets available to 
my knowledge.  Because of this, I decided 
to use Kadee 100 ton ASF ride control 
trucks outfitted with Exactrail fine scale 
36-inch wheels.  The wheels I had were 
their original fine scale offering that are no 
longer available.  They went to a CNC 
machined prototypical wheelset that 
featured correct axle and wheel contours.  
They were beautifully done but ran 
roughly 8 dollars to outfit a car.  Both the 
trucks and wheelsets were masked off 
prior to painting.  I used the Krylon flat 
brown on the truck frames and the Krylon 
dark gray primer on the wheels 
themselves.  Powders and oils were then 
used to highlight the truck frames and 
wheels.  For the purposes of this article, 
the trucks were assembled and mounted 
onto the car as-is. 

The final step in the assembly process was 
to finish out the main brake line and add 
air hoses to the ends of the car.  I made 
sure to have plenty of brass wire inserted 
for the brake line to allow for finishing.  
The brake lines do have a few loops in 
them due to the cushioned draft gear.  I 
made sure to bend the brass wire per the 
prototype photos and glued them and the 
air hoses to the side of the draft gear.  
Touch up painting was completed and the 
car now awaits decals and full weathering. 

Decals 

Unfortunately, anyone modeling these 
cars has had to piece together a decal set 
due to them not being available from any 
of the decal makers.  Luckily, I was able to 
work with my oldest sister who is a 
graphic artist by trade on developing a set.  
Using multiple proto photos, we were able 
to piece together all of the car data that 
would be needed for such a set.  At this 
point, the artwork is done and we are in 
the process of proofing the decals to make 
sure that they will fit the car body 
properly.   We tried to make sure that the 
decal set will allow for modeling both the 
coil car as delivered and post-rebuilding.  I 
am hoping that we can get one of the decal 
makers to offer them to others so that they 
will be available for anyone wanting to 
model one of these cars.  I will contact the 
NYCSHS with further details once they are 
made available. 

Weathering 

I wanted this car to be as realistic a 
representation of the prototype as 
possible.  One of the most important 
aspects of this build is the weathering.  I 
am new to modeling but have been 
amazed by some of the incredible models 
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currently out there, so much so that one 
can barely tell them from the prototype.   

All of the techniques presented in this 
article were learned from The Rustbucket 
Weathering Forum http://tws-
rustbucket.com.   While a person needs to 
join as a member to view the forums, there 
is a wealth of modeling information and 
absolutely incredible skills on display by 
modelers such as Gary Christensen, 
Jeremy St. Peter, Michael Morrison, Kevin 
Packard, etc.   All are very willing to share 
their techniques with fellow modelers.  I 
would strongly encourage anyone with an 
interest in weathering their rolling stock to 
check out the site; it will be well worth 
your time. 

Resources 

There are a few resources that one will 
find very helpful in building one of these 
cars.   The one resource that has been 
invaluable in this build was Freight Car 
Equipment of the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
Railroad: P&LE's Gondola Cars (Gorzoch, 
Polaritz, and Sparico 2003).  Copies of the 
book are still available for purchase and 
contain both color and black and white 
photos of the cars.  Another source that 
was invaluable in this build was Freight 
Car Brake Rigging Arrangements by 
Wabtec 

(http://techinfo.wabtec.com/datafiles/lea
flets/tp-2008.pdf).  It was a great help in 
modeling brake rigging for this car. 

  

 

 

Several of David Smith’s Large-Scale Locos on his Florida Outdoor Railroad 
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Visit the NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 71 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 
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By David Howarth                                                    Photos by David 

 
This is one of the P&D Hobby Shop’s early F-7A unit kits that David built.  He painted and 
weathered it and installed DCC sound. He is not completely happy with the weathering, but it looks 
very nice to us. It is  O-scale and displayed on his “photo scene” he uses for photos. 

(Editors note:  Australian English is slightly 
different from American English and we use 
David’s own words and spelling in the text.) 

In this part of my story of the development 
my new model railroad, based on the West 
Shore Railroad of the New York Central, I 
will share with you what I have collected 
as rolling stock for the model layout, and 
what O-Scale models can be found now 
with a NYC flavor.  

As an O-Scale Modeler this will have 
limited appeal as probably 10% of NYC 
modelers model in this scale. However the 
majesty of these models is worth viewing 
no matter what you model, or even if you 
do not model at all.  

About ten years ago I was still modeling 
British O-Scale. This generally means 
making kits of the rolling stock of the 
modeler’s particular railway, as there was 
limited ready to run stock at that time. 
With my mind made up to build a future 
American based layout, I thought I would 
buy a few of the RTR vehicles available to 
see their quality. The rest is history as 
they say!  

The “Mad Purchasing Officer” (that is me) 
has over the past decade brought together 
enough stock to fill the needs of the new 
layout, though it is amazing how new 
items of interest just keep on coming 
along! 
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The thoughts below show my preferences 
for certain company products that I have 
found most useful in sourcing New York 
Central O-Scale products. I am sure there 
are companies out there who I am 
unaware of, and their omission from this 
discussion says nothing of their quality or 
service and just reflects my lack of 
knowledge.  

FREIGHT CARS   

 Atlas O LLC  

Those first buys over a decade ago were 
freight cars from Atlas O, LLC. I have 
found their Master Series to provide 
models of great detail and accuracy, and 
they have formed the backbone of my 
freight collection. Their Trainman Series, 
whilst adequate, just lacks the fidelity of 
the more expensive Master Series. 

My only complaint regarding Atlas O is 
their couplers. A number of them have 
failed, and I cannot understand why they 
do not just go for the new Kadee O-Scale 
couplers. It might be a cost issue? 

Below are a few photos of their products. 
Forgive the lack of good scenery, as the 
layout is not at that stage yet. All I have is 
a three-foot “photo scene”. 

Atlas PMcK&Y boxcar. 

A 1937 AAR 40 ft. Single Door Box Car NYC 
Pacemaker #174445 of the Steam Era Classics 
Master Rolling Stock. 

50 ft. PS-1 Double Door Boxcar with very nice 
decals of the Early Bird marketing logo. 

 

A close up view of the unique NYC Early Bird 
decal on the PS-1 50’ Double Door Boxcar 
above. 
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 A pair of coal wagons lettered for the MCRR 
and NYC being positioned by a P&LE 
switcher. 

 
Some retailers organize special runs with 
Atlas O to showcase models of interest to 
their customers. This Pacemaker was one such 
run. This run was by AM Hobbies. 

 
As the layout will have a dock with a Shell 
Tanker berthed I thought a few Shell tankers 
would be appropriate traffic. This is an 8000 
Gallon Tank Car. 

(Editor’s note:  David has been a member of 
the NMRA for a number of years in the NMRA 
Australasian Region.  He began this series on 
building his O-scale NYC layout in the 4th Qtr. 
2014 edition of the NYCentral Modeler.)  

 

 
Nearly every year we get decals at the NMRA 
Australasian Region Annual Convention and 
the undecorated Atlas O vehicles can be used 
to carry said decals. Model Railroading has to 
be a bit of fun too! 

Lionel LLC 

 I do not usually source Lionel Trains but this 
very nice NYC Flat Car with Piggy Back 
Trailers lettered as NYC Pacemakers was too 
hard to pass. 

Weaver Ultra Line 

A 40 ft. USRA Composite Gondola NYC 
#349502 from Weaver Ultra Line. 
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PASSENGER COACHES 

I have found Golden Gate Depot as a good 
source of NYC passenger cars, including 
the 20th Century Limited both in 1938 and 
1948 liveries. They have also produced the 
Empire State Express with fine aluminum 
extrusions for the coach bodywork. The 
coaches have constant lighting with DCC. 

Atlas O has just produced a 60 ft. coach in 
their Trainman Series with NYC markings. 
Whilst pretty generic they will be used as 
representing the 70 ft. commuter coaches 
on the West Shore Line. They are due to be 
delivered to me shortly. 

A Golden Gate Depot NYC Coach. 

 

A Golden Gate Depot 20th Century Limited 
1938 version. 

HEAD END STOCK AND CABOOSES 

A number of brass models can be picked 
up through the second hand market. I 
have managed to source a number of 

cabooses and head end cars. The two 
shown are typical, although many that are 
available are unpainted brass. Golden 
Gate Depot has produced some head end 
stock as well. 

 

This is a brass model by Precision Scale Co. of 
a 60ft. 6 inch Baggage / Mail Head End Van. 

A 18000 Series Wooden Caboose by Precision 
Scale in brass. 

LOCOMOTIVES 

OLDER BRASS 

There have been some fine brass 
locomotives manufactured over the past 
three or four decades which, if a little less 
detailed than present day manufactured 
machines, can be modified into great New 
York Central locomotives. 

One issue which has to be addressed is 
that these locomotives usually have large 
current hungry open frame motors, which 
will have to be replaced with modern can 
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motors if DCC running is required. This 
can be done, and I refer you to a brief 
article I wrote in the NYCentral Modeler. 
The edition was in year 2011 Q4, page 42 
regarding the conversion of a US Hobbies 
0-8-0 switcher into a specific NYC U-3f. 

A very useful introduction for the novice 
is an article produced by W. L. Gwyer, a 
Caboose Hobbies customer, entitled “NYC 
Steam in O-Scale Brass”. This covers some 
of the older brass models available and is 
worth reading. It can be found on the Web 
at 
http://www.caboosehobbies.com/brass/
article/gwyer1.htm 

 
The US Hobbies locomotives are usually 
found unpainted. I painted and detailed this 
loco and added a can motor and DCC sound 
decoders. 

 
This US Hobbies Mohawk was bought painted 
and still with an open frame motor. The model 
stands in front of a mock-up of Troy Union 
Station on the new layout. 

 
This US Hobbies H-10b has been fitted with a 
new motor and has just come from the paint 
shop painted and decaled. Selected weathering 
will follow this work, and the back head in 
the next figure to be added, together with 
crew. (Editor’s note: The logo for the 
Australasian Region of the NMRA appears on 
the wall behind the H-10b.)

Note the excellent detail on the back head of 
the US Hobbies brass H-10b. 

 
This model is 33 of 40 of NJ Custom Brass 
NYC Class NE-2g 2-6-6-2. It is factory 
painted. As #1948 it is the last locomotive of 
this class of Mallet Compounds.  
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Two photos of an Iron Horse Models; KTM 
Crown Series from Precision Scale Co. It is a 
Niagara Class S-1b locomotive model built by 
Katsumi–Mokeiten Co. Ltd of Japan. Kohs 
and Company has said they have the 
information to build a Niagara in one of their 
future builds. Hopefully this will be sooner 
than later as their models are excellent though 
they have been planning to do this particular 
locomotive for over a decade.  

 
This diesel by Precision Scale brass model was 
made in Korea and factory painted. Someone 
appears to have weathered it slightly. 

 
Overland Models produced some unpainted 
FTs about 20 years ago, which I was told did 
not sell well. These models have been custom 
painted. Key Import Models are producing FT 
diesels, which should be arriving about 
March-April 2015. The Mad Purchasing 
Officer (me) has an A-B-B-A set due to arrive 
which I will share with you in due course.

 Overland produced the F3 unpainted. These 
shown have been custom painted. These were 
made by Ajin Precision Mfg. of Korea.  

P&D HOBBY SHOP 

P&D Hobby Shop of Fraser, MI, used to 
produce Early F Units kits with Plastic 
Body Shells and brass running boards and 
motor drives and brass bogies. You could 
build them with a super detailed cab 
interior. The following photo shows one 
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F7 kit I have built and painted, with DCC 
sound installed, and with heavy 
weathering. On reflection this weathering 
is too heavy and the spray-painting not 
too well done. I will do better next time! 

The F-7 photo used as the lead photo in this 
article. Painted, lettered, and weathered by 
David. 

P&D sold this part of their business to 
Atlas O who produce their F Units factory 
painted and RTR with sound decoders. 

ATLAS O  

Atlas O produced both diesel and steam 
locomotives recently. Not shown are the 
series of “covered wagons” that Atlas O 
produced, and their NYC “Erie-Builts”. 

 
These Atlas O Switcher run particularly well, 
and are great for their function in life –
switching. Well detailed the older locos did 
not have decoders added. This has been 
changed with their 2 Rail Gold Series where 
QSI sound decoders are added. 

Nicely detailed bodies, in plastic as are all 
their diesels, these locomotives unfortunately 
have the “Chinese drives” with vertical 
motors over each bogie. They have QSI Sound 
decoders installed. I have not found these to 
handle well at low speeds; though once we 
have a decent long run on the layout we shall 
try to tune these locomotives better.  

 
This is a nice heavy switcher, which runs well 
now. We were alarmed to find that the gauge 
of the driving wheels were out of gauge and 
had to rectify this to get the locomotive 
running through turnouts. Again my friend 
Robert Shoesmith came to the rescue and 
modified the gauge of the drivers. She now 
runs well, and sounds well with the factory 
installed sound decoder by Atlas O. 

KEY MODEL IMPORTS 
 
Key Models have been importing many 
fine models over many years. They have 
produced some fine early model diesels. I 
have found some of their lettering for NYC 
is incorrect and have tried to help the 
Owner by reviewing the proposed 
lettering of his FT units, which should be 
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released soon. The models do not have 
decoders provided. 

NYC F-7A 

Boston & Albany 4-6-2 Pacific

 

 NYC PA2 

E8 A units and nose detail. 

 

Boston & Maine E7 – David models the B&M 
as well, so we let him put this one it. 

SUNSET MODELS INC.  
Sunset Models are producing some fine 
plastic shelled and die cast locomotives 
and are the producers of Golden Gate 
Depot Models. They have started to add 
DCC decoders into their locomotives. As 
you can see there are a very large number 
of O-scale models available.  They are not 
as numerous and in HO-scale, but there 
are enough to satisfy most modelers.  And 
they are twice the size of their HO 
brothers, so it is much easier to see the fine 
detail of these models. 
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This Budd Car is nicely detailed with interior 
lighting and figures. We added a sound 
decoder to capture the diesel motor of the 
Budd. 

 
This is a plastic shelled locomotive, which 
has lettering in silver rather than white, 
which is a strange mistake to make. 

 
These very nice models of the NYC T-3(a) 
Electric locomotives are very heavy and 
should pull long trains with little effort. They 
have no DCC decoders installed. 

KOHS AND COMPANY 

George Kohs has produced some of the 
most detailed United States steam 
locomotives ever produced. The quality of 
the models engineering and adherence to 

prototype detail is extraordinary. The only 
concern is the time for each model’s 
gestation!  For instance the thought of 
producing a NYC Niagara has been on 
Kohs’ website for over ten years, yet the 
wait will be worth it. 

I have a NYC J3 (a) Hudson, which I 
obtained through George, but not in the 
initial offering. I share some photos below 
of this locomotive. We had to install 
decoders in this locomotive, done by my 
great friend Robert Shoesmith. It works 
and sounds great. Kohs have started to 
add factory installed DCC Decoders in 
their newer locomotives, as they have 
done in my new Clinchfield Railroad 
Challenger. It works well and sounds 
superb straight out of the box! 

These two photos provide excellent views of 
the NYC J3(a) 4-6-4 Hudson David obtained 
from George Kohs at Kohs and Company.  
David is extremely happy with this model and 
is pleased to see that Kohs and Company is 
now adding DCC decoders to their models. 
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These two photos of the Koh and Company J3 
(a) Hudson show the excellent details of the 
model. 

I do hope you have enjoyed the 
photographs and comments provided 
regarding some of my collection made 
over the past decade. I think I have proved 
that many fine models in O-Scale can be 
found in the market place. There are many 
producers producing two and three rail 
models. My range of two rail models will 
be a fine start for the layout being built at 
present. 

In my next part of this series I will describe 
the construction of my railroad room and 
details of layout construction, which may 
be of interest to you. 

 

A Few Changes to the 
NYCSHS Website 

We have made a few changes to the 
NYCSHS website to make things clearer 
and easier to use. 

The dropdown menu for the “Modeling 
Resources” has been changed to include a 
dropdown for the NYCentral Modeler 
magazine. 

In the past the magazine was found within 
the “Modeling Resources” button.  Now, a 
separate dropdown called “NYCentral 
Modeler Magazine” is available to take 
you directly to the online magazine page. 

That page is exactly like the old “Modeling 
Resources” page and allows you to click 
on the quarter and year button for the 
magazine. 

The “Modeling Resources” page has been 
changed to give an overview of the 
modeling activities and resources available 
on the website. 

Hopefully this will make it easier to use 
and the magazine may be read on the page 
or downloaded to your desktop. 

 

A Model Railroad of the NYC West Shore River 
Division  Part 3 – Collecting the O-Scale Rolling Stock 
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Paul Stoving’s Livingston Mansion 

  
Paul Stoving maintains the master database of members for the Society and is an accomplished 
modeler. His mansion resides on his father’s layout. Paul took measurements and photographs and 
then built a slightly compressed version of the mansion.  Paul’s construction of a nearby stone 
overpass was featured in Model Railroader a few years ago. The real mansion is still there and is 
used by the Outward Bound Program. 

 
 

NYC Tugboats in Japan 

Hitomi Okuno is one of our NYCSHS members from Japan and he has created a marvelous NYC 
layout there.  In next month’s issue he will share with us how he kitbashed these tugboats from a 

Walthers model. 
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Seth Lakin’s Kitbashed Grain Transfer Unloader & Grain Truck 

 
 
 
 

Steve Bratina Returns with the NYC L2 Class Mohawk Rexall Train Loco 
 

 
Steve has shared some of his Live Steam Large Scale modeling with us in past issues.  In the 3rd Qtr. 
2015 NYCentral Modeler he returns with an article on converting a NYC L2 into the Rexall Train 
locomotive. 

Seth has written several articles for us and now 
promises to tell us how he kitbashed this grain 
transfer unloader and the grain truck.  Seth is a 
prolific and accomplished modeler, and it is always 
fun to see what he has in store for us.  Be sure to 
take a look at the next edition to see how Seth 
accomplished this production. 
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George Reineke has Written a Small Book About Railroads and Harbor 

Operations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is one of the many models that George has built over the years, and it and others are included in 
his book.  We will share that with you in the next edition. George’s layout was featured in the 1st 
Qtr. 2013 edition of the NYCentral Modeler. 

 

Saranac Branch of the New York Central System by Dave Gallaway 

 
The steam servicing area on Dave Gallaway’s layout featuring the coaling tower built for him by 

Rich Cobb from photos of a similar structure on the Boston & Main. 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

 

Tell us what piece of equipment is in this drawing. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

Another of Gordon Peterson’s   O-Scale Scenes 

 
Steam's Up ... the PONY & NJ RR could use a hefty investment in new coaling equipment. The 
conveyer belt is very manpower intensive ... and the penny-conscious yard boss insists all coal 
spillage is recovered. Some of Gordon’s great scenes are coming up in a future edition. (Photo by 
Gordon) 
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany. This 310-page, hard 
cover volume includes; 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes; 428 pages, hard cover, 672 
illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. Ohio 
residents include $2.40 state sales tax for a 
single volume. (*Non-US postage charged at 
actual cost.)  Order from our store: 
(www.NYCSHS.net) 

	  
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements 

    

These ads were used by the NYC to let people know about their excellent service to passengers. Many 
manufacturers of railroad equipment also used the NYC in their ads during this period. 

                                                 
These two ads are from the Mike Vescelus Collection 
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I will continue this section to show what is now available in the Collinwood Shop.  Click 
here to go to the store You can see that we have added a large number of new models since 
the last issue. There are also still a few of your favorites left from those we listed before. 
Watch for coming new models. 

Our Latest Offering – Cincinnati Northern & Toledo & Ohio Central 
Hoppers in HO- & N- Scale 

 

N-Scale 

Micro-Trains N-Scale NOR & T&OC 55-Ton Hoppers	  

(4-Pack) (Black) (Very	  Limited	  Custom	  Run)	  

Road Numbers NOR S-1053 & S-1062 T&OC 28354 & 28348 

	  

Non-members price is $104.95 . NYCSHS Members Price $83.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.	  

Order yours today. Ready For Shipment. 
 

Final	  Thoughts	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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Accurail HO-Scale NOR & T&OC 55-Ton Hoppers 

(Pair) (Black) 	  

Non-members price is $31.98 . NYCSHS Members Price $25.00 and that is 20% off 
MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.	  

Order yours today. Available now. 
 

 

The	  MSRP	  for	  these	  kits	  is	  $59.95	  but	  are	  offered	  to	  NYCSHS	  members	  for	  20%	  off	  at	  $47.96	  plus	  
shipping	  and	  handling	  costs.	  	  Ohio	  residents	  must	  pay	  8%	  Ohio	  Sales	  tax. 

Buy one or more of these to build while you wait on the TruLine Trains Ready to Run 
Scribed Side Cabooses.  Order today at www.nycshs.net 
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Bluford Shops Boston & Albany N-Scale Hopper 

 

These NYCSHS Exclusive hoppers are available for pre-order for a summer of 2015 release. 
This is our first N-scale NYCSHS exclusive offering and pre-orders of these will determine if 
we continue to offer N-scale exclusive models. Only $5.00 down for each hopper two-pack to 
reserve these.  Price for a pair is $42 for non-members and $37.62 for NYCSHS members. 
Delivery Late summer 2015.  Order today at www.nycshs.net 

 

N-‐Scale	  Peoria	  &	  Eastern	  2-‐Bay	  Offset	  Hopper	  

  

Road numbers 2802 & 2831 for single cars.  Road numbers 2808, 2816 & 2843 for 3-pack. 

Single car non-members price is $18.95 NYCSHS Members Price $15.16 and that is 20% off MSRP. 

Three-pack non-members price is $56.85. NYCSHS Members Price $45.48 and that is 20% off MSRP. Shipping extra and 
Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.   Delivery 3rd Quarter 2015. 

Click	  here	  to	  order	  yours	  today.	   
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Atlas N-Scale NYC PS-1 40' Boxcar w/ 6' Door 

 
Non-members price is $28.95 NYCSHS Members Price $23.16 and that is 20% off 

MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Order yours today. Delivery 4th Quarter 2015. 

ESM N-Scale NYC GSC Well Car 

 
This car is scheduled for release in April 2015 and pre-orders are available 
now with a $5.00 deposit.  The MSRP for the car has not been announced, but 
will be in the "mid-$30.00" range with a NYCSHS members discount of 
20%.  Non-members will pay full MSPR.  

Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. (We expect to get the MSRP 
shortly from ESM.)                                          Must be ordered before 4/15/2015. 

Order yours today. Delivery late April 2015 
Atlas HO-Scale NYC 50' Double Door Boxcar 

Click	  here	  to	  order	  yours	  today.	   
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Accurail HO-Scale 40’ Steel Boxcar - NYCSHS 2015 Convention Car 

 
Car numbers in image different from model. Non-‐members	  price	  is	  $16.98	  each	  or	  $33.96	  for	  
a	  pair.	  NYCSHS	  Members	  Price	  $13.58	  and	  that	  is	  20%	  off	  MSRP.	  NYCSHS	  Members	  Price	  for	  a	  pair	  
is	  $26.00	  and	  that	  is	  more	  than	  23%	  off	  MSRP.	  	  Decal	  sets	  available	  to	  renumber	  your	  2nd,	  3rd	  or	  4th	  
car.	  Shipping	  extra	  and	  Ohio	  residents	  must	  pay	  8%	  Ohio	  sales	  tax.	  

Click here to order yours today. Delivery Late March 2015. 
 

MTH RailKing ALCo RS-1 O-Scale (3-rail) 

 
Non-members price is $329.95 . NYCSHS Members Price $263.96 and that is 20% off 
MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax.	  

Order yours today for delivery Now. 
Click here to order yours today. 
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Bowser HO-Scale Pair EMD F7 A/B-Units Locomotive 

 

Available in choice of road numbers. You may purchase single A-Units or A/B Unit pairs in 
standard or DCC/Sound versions. Non-members price is MSRP; NYCSHS Members Price is 
25% off MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. Order today 
at www.nycshs.net 

 

Weaver Models O-Scale B&A & NYC 3-Bay Offset Side Hoppers 

   

(Two or Three Rail) (Multiple Road Numbers)  

Order now!! Shipping 1st Qtr. 2015.  Big Savings for NYCSHS members. Check our low 
prices for members.  Order at www.nycshs.net 

 

Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop for a wide-range of models and 
NYCS apparel and memorabilia.  www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCSHS Exclusive Models 

    
 

HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
(TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 

                                
HO- Scale NYCSHS Pacemaker Boxcar                HO-Scale NYC Lines East 
    (MTH) Only a very few left.          Brick Tower (CH&R) Pre-order only. 
                   Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
If you haven’t looked at our online NYCSHS Collinwood Shop lately, you have missed out 
on a very large collection of prototypically correct NYCS locomotive and rolling stock 
models. All are offered to members at between 10% and 20% discount off MSRP.   
 
You have repeatedly asked us to bring you NYCS models in N-, HO-, S- and O-scales and 
we have responded with an excellent selection on all of the scales you have asked for.  We 
will continue to provide you with outstanding models at excellent prices. 
 
If you have ordered some models and are waiting for delivery, check out the delivery 
schedule at http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/  We keep that 
schedule as up-to-date as possible.  If you would like to see what all is being offered, click 
here for the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop. Lots of other NYCS goodies also available there. 
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Some More Thoughts About NYCSHS Model Offerings 
I continue to receive information about some of the models that we have offered over the last year 
and have yet to be produced by the manufacturers who are offering them. 
  
An example is the HO-scale Lines East brick tower that we ordered produced last year from a 
manufacturer who assured us that they would be able to produce it quickly. Below is the email traffic 
with them this month. 
	  
“Good Morning Jim, 
   I'm hope the email finds you well. You probably know the reason, how 
are the kits coming along? Our annual convention will be in Utica, NY 
May 1-3, and we would LOVE to have the Kits available for display and 
sale. Can you get me an update? 
 
Thank you, 
Dave Mackay” 
 
“Dave 
Progress is slow. I will try. I hope I can have the prototype complete 
and the production started. I am NOT promising.  I don't want to promise 
you something and not be able to deliver. 
 
James F. Cesare III, RA” 
 
We at the NYCSHS continue to monitor the production schedule for all of the products we offer.  We 
do our best to continually check the delivery dates for those products and post that information on 
our website on the “Modeling Resources” dropdown “Model Shipping Schedule” tab. 
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/ 
 
As you can see in our “Collinwood Shop” http://www.nycshs.net/ we offer a very large selection of 
NYCS models at excellent discounts to members.  We also regularly offer unique models that cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.  We are dedicated to providing the most authentic NYCS models available 
and to providing them in a timely manner after orders are placed, but we have no control over the 
final production of any of the models offered. We do apologize for the inconvenience and frustration 
these delays may have caused and hope you will continue to support the Society. 
 
We pledge to do our best to deliver the orders to you as soon as we receive them from the 
manufacturer.  Please continue to support the Society by ordering the NYCS models and we ask for 
you to be patient with us as we try to provide them to you as quickly as they are produced. 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
Don’t miss the 2015 NYCSHS Convention at Utica, NY, on May 1-3.  There 
will be several presentations from the NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
members. Don’t miss out.  Register today and come see and hear about the 
NYCS and modeling the NYCS.  www.NYCSHS.net  Details on page 31. 
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Latest on the True Line Trains NYC 19000 
Caboose 

Hello NYC enthusiasts. 
I know there have been lots of questions about the 
C- Liners and the NYC cabooses. They are coming, 
with the C-Liners due to arrive in the near future, 
the cabooses sometime later. 
 
I wish we had better information and ETA's but 
we've pretty much given up on any dates of 
certainty from the factories.  We certainly 
appreciate that you want to get your models. So do 
we! The fact is, though, this is a tough business 
sometimes. When we started this project with the 
extremely helpful input from your organization we 
were starting to work with a new factory and 
ramping up production in our existing factory. We 
had many projects in development, and were 
working with some new approaches to speed up 
the production of a project from announcement to 
completion. The goal was to shoot for one year or 
less from announcement to delivery. 
 
We then started seeing some long delays from the 
existing factory. This was compounded by poor 
quality when they delivered. Thus required us to 
fix the problems after the fact, and also delayed 
future problems while we worked to fix the issues 
at the factory. 
 
The delays continue to grow. This all compounded 
by the nature of the business. As a manufacturer 
we have to pay for the entire project and 
production up front. We don't recoup any costs or 
make any money until the product is in the hands 
of the dealers. As projects get delayed, cash flow is 
restricted. Add in problems and we have to pay out 
more money to fix them. At this point it's a 
seemingly endless stream of paying out, and 
nothing coming back in. The money from one 
model has to go directly to the next project. 
Production of one project can easily cost $100,000, 
usually multiples of that. So working out the cash 
flow adds yet another delay. 
The bottom line is that we are doing everything we 
can to ensure that we get this back on track to 
deliver the models you want, and that nobody else 
is producing. We try to be as transparent as 

possible so you can understand what's going into 
this and that we stand behind our commitment to 
deliver the models you want. Believe me, it would 
be easier and far cheaper to just walk away. 
But we love what we're doing. We want to see 
these and our other projects shipping as soon as 
possible. 
 
So yes, they are coming. No, we don't know exactly 
when. No we're not happy about that. But we're 
doing everything we can to change that. And we 
really, really, really appreciate your patience 
while we continue to work through it. 
Randy Hammill True Line Trains 

Arthur F. Biehler, Jr. 
1946 - 2015 

 
NYCSHS Director Arthur F. Biehler, Jr. passed away 
peacefully on March 26 following a valiant struggle 
with leukemia and a bone marrow transplant.  
Appointed late in 2013 by the Board of Directors to 
complete an unexpired term of office, he was only 
in office long enough to attend three formal 
meetings of the Board, but his contributions as a 
volunteer and director were significant and lasting. 
 
Art’s carefully researched article on the Richardson 
Romanesque stations of the Boston & Albany 
Railroad was the cover story in the Fourth Quarter 
2010 issue of the Central Headlight.  Among other 
writing projects, he was working on a major article 
on Boston’s South Station.  As a director, he had 
accepted the challenge of improving the Society’s 
business management processes. 
 
Well known by many for his attendance, along with 
his wife Morgen, at numerous past annual 
conventions, Art will be missed by all as a valued 
member, capable director, and good friend.  We 
extend our deepest sympathies to Morgen and to 
other members of Art’s family. 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We have needs for articles and photos for this magazine. 
We need some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  
We could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for 
the website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some 
financial knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net. 

As we head into the spring modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 3rd Qtr. 2015 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as the weather warms up. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by June 1, 2015  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

How Are You Helping the NYCSHS 
   Preview Of 3rd 

Quarter 2015 
issue 

 

Bob Shaw returns with 
the third in the series 
about building his O-

Scale NYC layout. 

Look for an article by Hitomi Okuno 
on his kitbashing NYC tugboats. 

We plan to have a fourth article from 
David Howarth as he continues to 

build a new NYCS  railroad. 

 

 

 

 

Look for another 
detailed drawing by 

Manuel Duran- 
Duran and the 
model by Larry 

Faulkner in the 3rd 
Qtr. 2015 edition. 
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