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AAllaann  SScchhooff ii ee lldd’’ss  aa  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  &&  MMooddee ll eerr  

 

 See some of his modeling.   Page 44 

RReeaadd  HHooww  TThhiiss  MMooddeell  wwaass  
DDeevveellooppeedd  

  
Dave Mackay tells us how.     Page 54 

Cover photos are from the articles in this edition 
of the NYCentral Modeler. 

 

3rd Quarter 2016 
Volume 6  Number 3 

 

                                          The NYCentral Modeler                                    .  
The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about modeling of the railroad in 
all scales. This issue features articles, photos, and reviews of NYC-related models and 
layouts. The objective for the publication is to help members improve their ability to model 
the New York Central and promote modeling interests. Contact us about doing an article for 
us. mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed  

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. 
The Central Headlight is only 
available to members, and 
each issue contains a wealth 
of information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our 
Annual Meetings focus on 
the preservation of New 
York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! www.nycshs.net 

 
Board of Directors 

Nick Ariemma, R.J. Barrett, J. 
Epperson, T.R. Gerbracht, S.H. 
Lustig, D.T. Mackay, R.C. 
Schiring, D. Simonaitis, R.L. 
Stoving, J.C. Suhs, M.K. 
Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 
 
Directors Emeriti: P.T. Carver, 
J.W. Mills, J.P. Quinlivan 
(Founder) 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Asst. Editors:  Tom Bailey 

  John Martin 

Proof Editors: Julie Sanders 
  Bob Shaw 
Engineering Dept:  Manuel 

Duran-Duran 

Harmon Files:       Larry Faulkner 

Layout Drawing Artist:  
               Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 

We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 15 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Noel Widdifield, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, Ralph Schiring, 
Jeff English, Dave Staplin, Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, 
Dan Seligmann, Seth Lakin, Larry Grant, Dale Madison, and Rich Stoving.  
We have released over 75 models at up to 20% off MSRP to our members and have sold more than 
1,500 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have released several HO-scale models, one 
N-scale model, and are in the process of finding more HO-, N-, S-, and even O–scale models to be 
released in coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more 
information.  Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: NYCSHS.net 
We have released 15 new NYC models over the last year, but if you have some ideas for us, contact 
us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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A quarter century ago, when my employer offered me a generous retirement package, I jumped at 
the opportunity, and Nancy and I traded life in New York City for life in rural America, a 100-foot 
by 50-foot property for 21 acres of land, and traffic jams for open roads.  When asked by new 
friends how I was able to make the transition, I typically replied that it took about fifteen minutes.  
  
The move also provided me with an opportunity to make a transition in my modeling.  
Considering the amount of land that I would soon own, I gave some thought to replacing little 
locomotives that ran by electricity with considerably larger locomotives that ran under live steam, 
but the costs involved quickly changed my mind.  Changes of scale and modeling locale were also 
considered, but I decided that I didn’t want to part with some models that I had spent years 
building, and that my heart was still with the New York Central in the Hudson Highlands. 
  
But my layout couldn’t go, and I didn’t want it to.  Many developments in the hobby were 
unknown when I started to build it, and I wanted to start afresh.   
  
So I found myself reducing large chunks of window screen and plaster and bending lengths of 
code 70 flex track into pieces that would fit into a garbage can, trucking salvageable lumber 265 
miles west, and carefully packing away rolling stock for transport.  There were many moments of 
regret, but because Nancy and I took possession of our new home long before we sold our old 
one, I was able to begin construction of a new layout before I completely destroyed the old one.  
And for me, the joy of creation far outweighed the sadness of destruction.  
  
Twenty-five years later, I am still well satisfied with my “new” layout.  Thanks to the opportunity 
that our move provided, it much more accurately represents a portion of the New York Central 
that I dearly remember.  Opportunity once knocked, and I answered the door. 

     

Opportunity Knocks 
Rich Stoving, NYCSHS President 

 

Going, going, soon to 
be gone.  A younger 
Rich (left) rips out a 
chunk of scenery on 
his former layout 
twenty-five years ago.  
But construction on a 
new layout was 
already under way. A 
small portion of his 
layout is shown in the 
photo on the right. 

Be sure to read the exciting news 
about our new NYCSHS 
Headquarters and the Flight of 
the Century campaign on page 
85. 
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We all just came back from a wonderful 2016 
NYCSHS Convention in the Chicago area.  While 
the weather was pretty nasty, the attendees all 
commented on how much they enjoyed this one. If 
you haven’t attended one of the conventions you 
are really missing out. A big thanks to Director Jim 
Suhs and his committee for making this one a 
success. 

At the convention I was able to talk with many of 
the modelers who are members of the NYCSHS. 
Talking with you helps us understand what we 
can do to help you model the NYCS.  

The Survey Monkey modeling survey we just 
completed also gives us a better understanding of 
how you model and what you need from us.  More 
on that in the final pages of this edition, but we 
greatly appreciate your feedback on how we are 
doing to support your modeling needs. 

We still have some excellent modelers out there 
who haven’t worked with us to share their 
modeling with our readers.  If you are one of them, 
please get in touch with me so we can help you 
share your modeling with our readers. 

If you like what we do or have suggestions or 
comments take a minute to tell us. 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Also don’t forget to send me your articles, 
comments, and/or corrections. 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z-, S-, N-, HO-, 
O-, 1/29-, and 1/32-scales. We do need articles 
in all scales but want more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trg6000@roadrunner.com           NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Mackay: mackdave@optimum.net 

 

From the Cab 
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Dave Stapl in – Model ing Second Sect ions of  the Century in Post War Era  Page 27 
 

 
               

 
in Pittsburgh, where his family had moved in 1960.  His major of Civil Engineering at the 
University of Michigan was inspired by Alfred Perlman, the President of New York Central.  After 
graduation, he worked for 45 years in the rail industry with Penn Central, the United States 
Railway Association, Conrail, Seaboard System (which became CSX), Amtrak, and the American 
Railway Engineering Association.  He retired in June of 2015 and is doing some part-time 
consulting.  Married in 1973, he and wife Jane raised two daughters, Jennifer and Alison.   
 
Dave’s modeling of the New York Central goes back to 1960. He has made presentations on 
passenger car modeling at two of the Society’s annual meetings. This is Dave’s second article with us. 

 
Kei th Taylor              Live Steam NYC Hudson      Page 39 
	

	
 
 
Keith began his railroading career with the Lehigh Valley Railroad in the 1970s. He was 
promoted to engineer in 1975 and continued to work as an engineer after the formation of 
Conrail. During his time with Conrail he also spent some time as a Road Foreman of Engines 
based out of Elizabeth Port, NJ. After determining that he much preferred running trains, he 
returned to being an engineer. After returning to engine service, he tried to work as many 
different jobs as possible. Some of his favorite times on the railroad were when he worked in 
Amtrak service between New York City and Washington, DC. After moving to the 
Allentown, PA area, he worked mostly locals. In 1991 he had an accident at work, which left 
him on a total disability pension. He and his wife then moved to Maine where they are 
happily spending their retirement years. 
 

Dave was born in Rochester, NY, the grandson of William Ray Staplin, a New York 
Central employee for almost 50 years.  Besides trips back and forth on the train to 
Utica where his grandparents lived, his father would take him to watch trains near 
the GRS plant in West Rochester. 
His first employment in the rail industry was during summers with the P&LE  
 

Keith grew up in Nutley, NJ where his bedroom overlooked the Nutley 
station of the Erie Railroad. Watching trains was his favorite activity 
growing up. Summers were spent with his grandparents in Stamford, CT. 
His maternal grandfather worked for the New York, New Haven, and 
Hartford Railroad, and they spent many happy hours riding on his pass. 
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Alan Schof i e ld              Harmon Substat i on 6a          Page 44

 
He has been modeling on and off  (due to work and family commitments) for nearly 50 years and can 
remember being put into the back of a car for a 30 mile trip each Sunday night to be a part of a model 
railway club out in the middle of the back of beyond, and hand building 00-gauge points at age 15.   
 
Coming back to the hobby and building a few British based layouts, he wanted something new, and 
picked up a new HO-scale sound loco from the local model shop, an has been hooked on the 
railways on the other side of the pond ever since. He is in the middle of building a four-level New 
York Central based layout in his garage at the moment. 

 

Roger Murphy         NYC’s Weehawken Terminal (Part 2 – The River     Page 48 

 
 

Dave Mackay                 Deve loping a Model for the NYCSHS     Page 54 

 
He currently resides in Ringwood, NJ, with his wife Annette (a NYC China collector), and 
has amassed an HO-scale diesel collection currently at 80 different models, nearly every 
model the NYC had, although all of them aren’t finished yet. This is Dave’s second article 
with us.	
 
Dave’s HO-layout is of the River Division in Bergenfield and Dumont during 1953. This also 
includes the NYO&W freight and passenger service.  
 

Roger Murphy has been involved with HO-scale trains for over 50 
years. This is Roger’s third article for us. His father was a locomotive 
engineer with almost 40 years of service until he passed unexpectedly 
in 1968. But for those years with him, Roger was the railroad brat who 
always tagged along when his father had business down at the freight 
house. He was also lucky enough to have had multiple head-end rides 
to West Haverstraw during passenger service.	

Alan Schofield lives in Barnstaple Devon England with Helen his wife of 30 years; 
they have two grown up children, Laura, 26, and Robert, 23, He has run a 
professional photography studio for 32 years, and is hoping (really hoping) to 
retire within the next five to seven years. 

Dave spent his youth in Bergenfield, NJ, along New York Central’s River 
Division, watching various freight trains of the “Road to the Future”, such as 
WK-2, WD-5, and ML-12. This started a life-long quest for NYC River Division 
and NYC information. 	

	



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2016 8	

Dave’s Society participation started when he attended his first NYCSHS Annual Convention 
in Albany, and wanted to help with growth of the Society. This was in part from the 
modeling assistance he has received from President, Rich Stoving, in Dumont, NJ. He is 
currently the Director in charge of Membership, as well as a member of the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee and the NYCSHS Model Shipping Department.  

Dave is the Training Director for a Hydronic Heating Manufacturer’s Rep. Agency in the 
Metropolitan New York and New Jersey Area. 

 
Seth Lakin           NYC’s Diesel Fuel Tank Cars                                 Page 63 
 

 

 
The NYCentral Modeler Needs Some Articles 

 
We are able to continue to publish this magazine because a few of you have been willing to 
send us photos and articles about NYCS modeling.  We know from our surveys that we have 
almost 1,000 NYCS modelers out there in the membership. I know that many of you think 
that you don’t have the ability to write an article, but we all do.  We can provide you with 
tools to help write an interesting and informative article for us. We really want to know 
more about your collecting, modeling, or your layout.  It only takes a couple of hours and a 
camera or cell phone to create a short article. All it takes is a phone call or email to us to get 
you started.  Help us help you to tell us about your hobby.  We are interested in all scales 
and all of the different ways we share this hobby.  Our readers want to hear about your 
modeling. Please send us an email or give us a call, so we can help you get started.  
NYCSHS@verizon.net or 703-407-3059 
Thanks, Noel          Editor, NYCentral Modeler 
 

        

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's Water 
Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. However his 
earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains but of diesels of the late 
1970s and early 1980s Conrail.  This is Seth’s sixth article for us and he 
starts a two-part series on the 50’ PS-1 boxcars. Seth is on the NYCSHS 
Model Committee and is a prolific modeler.	
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N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Micro Trains Line 

 

NYC 70’ Heavyweight Horse Car  

This 70’ heavyweight horse car was built by 
American Car and Foundry in 1928 and was 
painted Pullman green and ran on 6-wheel 
passenger trucks. These cars allowed railroads to 
capitalize on the growing racehorse business 
during the first half of the 20th Century.  The 
interior had convertible gates to adjust to the size 
and value of the load and could carry as many as 
24 horses safely. Later these cars were used to 
transport vehicles, theater, and circus props across 
the country.  

MSRP $29.95  Expected Release Now 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Sunset Models 

 

NYC R-Motor 

The R-Motor was the class designation given by the 
New York Central to one prototype and a later fleet 
of 42 ALCO-GE built electric freight locomotives 
for use in the New York Electrified Zone. In 
conjunction with the P Motors, the R's marked the 
second generation of electric locomotives built for 
the New York Central. Also like the P Motors they 
used advanced nose suspended traction motors 
and the R-2s were some of the first North American 
locomotives to make use of the C-C wheel 
arrangement, which later became the standard for 
diesel electric road freight. The first R Motor was 

developed as a response to the Kaufman Act, 
which banned steam locomotive use throughout 
the city and required the New York Central to 
eliminate street running along its 10th Avenue 
freight route. After evaluating the first R class 
prototype for freight service, a modified design of 
42 additional class R-2 locomotives were ordered 
and spent their careers working out of the limelight 
hauling freight on the West Side Freight Line and 
other portions of the electrified zone. 

 All Brass Construction  
 High Precision Mechanism, Smooth and 

Quiet 
 ERR CRUISE in 3 Rail TMCC/ New OEM 

Railsounds  
 Compatible with Legacy, DCS, TMCC, 

Conventional  
 Coil Couplers in 3 Rail 
 Available in 2R 56" Radius or 3R 054 3 Rail 

Track  

MSRP Estimated $799.95 Expected Delivery 
Unknown 

Bachmann Industries 

 

NYC ALCo S-4 
Alco’s 1,000-hp S4 switcher was the fourth entry in 
the company’s highly successful “S” series of 
diesels. Their sturdy construction and ease of 
maintenance made them popular with a wide 
variety of railroads. Bachmann is pleased to offer 
the S4 in this DCC-ready model with factory-
installed 8-pin socket for the DCC decoder 
installation of your choice. 

Features include: 
 

-cast chassis 
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-cast fuel tanks and underframe 
E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers 

Performs best on 18" radius curves or greater. 

MSRP DCC/w sound $239.00 DC $129.00  
Expected Delivery Now 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Kadee 

 

P&E (NYC) 50’ Boxcar 

Built 1964, 10-foot door, Century Green 

MSRP $37.95  Expected Delivery TBA 

Accurail 

 

NYRX Early Bird 40’ Steel Plug Door Refrigerator 
Car 

This car is similar to the recently released Atlas 
NYRX 40’ steel boxcar.  It is a Lot # 862-B car and it 
is one of only two cars having the Early Bird herald 
applied. 

MSRP $17.98 Expected Delivery Winter 2016 

 

 

 

 

In progress photos of upcoming 36’ wood boxcar 

 

1300 & 1400 Series with wood ends 

 

1700 & 1800 Series with steel ends 

This car was covered in the last issue of the 
NYCentral Modeler but there is so much interest 
surrounding it that we are providing these updated 
photos from Accurail. 

The Coach Yard 

 
NYC 1939-40 Pacemaker 8-car set 
This set includes the baggage, four 46-seat coaches, 
club lounge, diner and lounge observation cars. 
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NYC 1941 - 44 Pacemaker 8-car set 

This set includes the baggage, 3 re-built 46-set 
coaches, club lounge, diner, and 58-seat coach re-
built round-end observation all in Pacemaker green 
with red plaques. 

The New York Central System Historical 
Society has been helping The Coach Yard with 
research on the NYC’s heavyweight Pacemaker 
train.  If you check the Coach Yard’s website, 
you’ll find they are offering an extensive 
listing of cars for this project that have never 
been done before in HO.  The offerings cover 
three distinct phases in the train’s operation 
from 1939 until new streamlined Budd 
equipment arrived in 1947 and 1948.  These 
phases include the equipment, which operated 
in the inauguration of the service, which 
featured a two-toned grey paint scheme similar 
to that used on the early lightweight 
Pullmans.  The second phase, which followed 
the first by only a year, featured a return to the 
more conservative Pacemaker Green color on 
the rolling stock.   Up to this point, the train 
was entirely composed of refurbished 
heavyweight cars.  The last phase involved the 
placement of many new 2600 series 
streamlined coaches in the consists as these 
cars were delivered in 1941 and 1942.  
 
Cars shopped and upgraded for Pacemaker 
service continued in service well into the 1950s 

and even the 1960s in some cases.  The 
observations, with their distinct combination of 
boat tail rear ends and clerestory roofs are 
especially distinct and served as back-ups for 
the Budd observations, as well as on excursions 
into the early 1950s. 
 
The Coach Yard offering will give you a chance 
to have unique cars that will never be done in 
plastic and whose lives spanned the steam to 
diesel transition.  We are all familiar with the 
quality of The Coach Yards work and attention 
to detail.  Their production of the 1935 20th 
Century was spectacular.  If you are interested, 
please make advance reservations to be sure the 
project is carried through.  
Dave Staplin NYCSHS Modeling 
Committee 

MSRP Unknown  Expected Delivery Unknown 

Bethlehem Car Works 

 

NYC Horse Car kit 

Kit includes brass sides and frame but is less trucks 
& couplers.  Reportedly back in stock in ads but 
website says it is out of stock. 

MSRP $87.50  Expected Delivery  Unknown 

HO-Scale Structures 

NYCSHS – The TrainMaster, LLC 

 

NYCS Trackside Structures Kit 
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This kit contains laser cut wooden parts and 3-D 
created castings to complete the following  
kits: 

 Standard NYCS Section House 
 Two small NYCS Standard Privies 
 Standard NYCS Switch Shanty 
 NYCS Mile Marker 

Track maintenance and safety were a priority for 
the NYCS. To keep on top of both took manpower 
and resources. To aid this effort, the railroad placed 
their standard 12’ X 18’ section house every few 
miles for the track gangs.  They also used two 
different styles of privies (pit latrines) for the 
inevitable call of nature. The switch shanty 
provided shelter for trackmen. 

The kit was designed and produced with NYCSHS 
plans and some of the castings provided by the 
Society members. 

All of these models were designed from NYCS 
standard plans found on the NYCSHS Structures 
DVD also available in the Collinwood Shop. 

MSRP $75.00 Expected Delivery Now 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 

Walthers Branchline Trains	

NYC Woodard Station Kit 

Based on a New York Central station in Woodard, 
NY, this classic small-town depot is complete with 
a waiting room, baggage room and bay windows.  
The kit features laser-cut wood, components, peel-
and-stick trim, appropriate signs and a resin 
chimney. The model can be modified to represent 
several stations on the NYC lines east portion of 
the railroad. 

 
This kit has been out of production for some time, 
but the NYCSHS persuaded Walthers to issue it 
again. It is now available in the Collinwood Shop. 
MSRP $68.98  Expected Delivery June 2016 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 
S-Scale Locomotives 
Lionel American Flyer 

NYC 4-8-4 

 FlyerChief control with user selected 
operational modes: Conventional AC 
transformer control mode or FlyerChief 
wireless remote control with AC or DC 
power 

 ElectroCouplers™ on rear of tender 
 Synchronized fan-driven smoke 
 LED headlight 
 On/Off Switches for background sounds 

and smoke 
 RailSounds RC™ sound system with steam 

chuffing, background sounds, whistle, bell 
and announcements 

 User activated announcements vary when 
train is stationary or in motion 

 Die cast metal locomotive and tender body 
and trucks 

 Stamped metal tender frame 
 Powerful maintenance-free motor 
 Flickering firebox in cab 
 Detailed cab backhead 
 Traction tires 
 Road Number: 6015  
 Gauge: American Flyer/S Gauge  
 Min Curve: S36 Dimensions: 22" long 

This is clearly not a NYC locomotive.  It appears to 
be a generic 4-8-4 and is labeled a “Northern”. 

MSRP $499.99 Expected Delivery Unknown 
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O-Scale Locomotives 

MTH 

 

O-Gauge 3-Rail NYC (Norfolk Southern) EMD 
SD70ACe 

Product Features:  
·  Detailed Durable ABS Body 
·  Metal Wheels and Axles 
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes 
·  Decorative Brake Wheels 
·  Separate Metal Handrails 
·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
·  Needle-Point Axles 
·  Sliding Car Doors 
·  1:48 Scale Dimensions  
·   Operates On O-31 Curves  
 
MRSP $339.95  Expected Delivery September 2016 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 

 

O-Gauge 2/3 Rail convertible NYC EMD GP-9 

Product Features: 

 Detailed Durable ABS Body 
 Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots, and Fuel Tank 
 Metal Chassis 
 Metal Handrails and Horn 
 Metal Body Side Grilles 
 (2) Hand painted Engineer Cab Figures 
 Authentic Paint Scheme 
 Metal Wheels, Axles, and Gears 
 O-Scale Kadee-Compatible Coupler 

Mounting Pads 
 Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
 Directionally Controlled Constant voltage 

LED Headlights 

 Lighted LED Cab Interior Light 
 Illuminated LED Number Boards 
 Lighted LED Marker Lights 
 (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motors 
 Operating ProtoSmoke Diesel Exhaust 
 Onboard DCC/DCS Decoder 
 Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 

Increments 
 Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion 

Capable 
 1:48 Scale Proportions 
 Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital 

Command System Featuring: Freight Yard 
Proto-Effects 

MRSP $479.95 Expected Delivery Now 
Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
 
O-Scale Rolling Stock 

MTH 

 

O-Gauge 3-Rail P&LE Gondola 

Product Features:  
 Detailed Durable ABS Body 
 Metal Wheels and Axles 
 Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
 Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
 Decorative Brake Wheels 
 Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
 Needle-Point Axles 
 (2) Removable Crates  
 Operates On O-27 Curves  

 
This is clearly not a prototypical NYC gondola, but 
it offers the 3-rail O-gauge collector/modeler an 
interesting car. 

MSRP $59.95 Expected Delivery September 2016 
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O-Gauge 3-Rail NYC Pacemaker Flatcar with 
trailer load 

Product Features:  
 Detailed, Durable ABS Body 
 Metal Wheels and Axles 
 Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
 Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
 Needle-Point Axles 
 Two Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
 Detailed Brake Wheel 
 ABS Detailed Trailer 
 Near-Scale Proportions  
 Operates On O-27 Curves  

 
This is clearly not a prototypical NYC flatcar, but it 
offers the 3-rail O-gauge collector/modeler an 
interesting car. 

MSRP $64.95 Expected Delivery November 2016 

 

O-Gauge 3-Rail NYC Bulk Flatcar 

Product Features:  
 Durable ABS Body 
 Metal Wheels and Axles 
 Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
 Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
 Needle-Point Axles 
 (2) Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
 Detailed Brake Wheel 

 Removable Lumber Load 
 Near-Scale Proportions  
 Operates On O-31 Curves 

This is clearly not a prototypical NYC flatcar, but it 
offers the 3-rail O-gauge collector/modeler an 
interesting car. 
 
MSRP $59.95 Expected Delivery December 2016 
 
Paints 

NYCSHS 

 

NYCS Marine Paints  - Burgundy & Olive 

These paints are formulated from commercial 
acrylic resins and modifiers to ease application 
using fine artist brushes. 1 Oz. Bottles 

MSRP $5.00 NYCSHS Member Price $4.00 
Available in the Collinwood Shop 

News 

Magazines 

   NMRA Magazine  

April 2016  pp. 32 – 37 

 “S-Scale Modeling in Southeastern, Michigan”, 
by Brooks Stover & Gaylord Gill 

Article on the Southeastern Michigan S-Gaugers 
(SMSG) club layout and features some NYC model 
photos. 
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  NMRA Magazine 

May 2016 pp. 30 – 35 

“Building the Port Huron & Northern Railroad”, 
by David Held 
 
Article on author’s S-scale model railroad featuring 
some NYC model photos. 
 

  Classic Toy Trains 

May 2016 p. 10 & 11 

“Photo Album” 

Photo of Anthony Landi’s O-gauge layout with 
NYC Hudson featured prominently. 

Photo of Alan Lakis’ O-gauge layout featuring an 
MTH NYC streamlined Hudson on the double 
track main line. 

 Model Railroader 

May 2016 p. 16 

“Ask MR” by Steve Otte 

A question from a reader: When did trailer-on-flat 
traffic begin? The answer tells some of the history 
including that of the NYCS. 

  The S Scale Resource 

April/May 2016 pp. 42 – 47 

“New York Central Lot 588-H Hopper”, by 
NYCSHS Member, Jim Kindraka 

In this article, Jim converts an S Helper Service S-
scale hopper to make a prototypical NYC hopper.  
We don’t see many S-scale modeling projects, and 
this one is worth reading. 

 The S Scale Resource 

June/July 2016 pp. 7 - 17  & pp. 30 - 37  

“The Buffalo & Chautauqua Railroad” by Glenn 
Guerra 

In this article, Glenn tells us about the B&C RR 
created by Gaylord Gill in S-scale.  Many of the 
locomotives in the photos are NYC. 

“Relocating a Railroad” by Gaylord Gill 

This article continues the S-scale B & C RR story 
about how Gaylord “relocated” his railroad by 
selecting a different location to model with his 
existing layout. Again there are many photos with 
NYC locos and rolling stock. 

http://sscaleresource.com/ 
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Books 

 Know Thy Hudsons by Tom 
Gerbracht and published by the NYCSHS 

They are completely sold out. 

 20th Century Limited (DVD format) 

from Trains magazine 

Reputed to be a fairly complete video history of 
this most famous of the NYC passenger trains.  
May be pre-ordered from Kalmback Hobby Store 
for $29.95. 

  New York Central Power in Color 
Volume 1 by Jerry A. Pinkepank 

Late steam and the first and second-generation 
diesel fleet are examined with detailed description 
by noted diesel expert Jerry A. Pinkepank, author 
of the well-known Diesel Spotter’s Guide series from 
Kalmbach.  This volume covers steam, electric, and 
diesel up to number 4940. 

Available June 1, 2016 and priced at $59.95 

 

 

Railroad Town Jackson, Michigan by Douglas N. 
Leffler 

Railroad Town Jackson, Michigan is a pictorial history 
of the railroads in Jackson County, MI, beginning 
with the arrival of the first train in the City of 
Jackson in December 1841 right up to the 
present.  It contains an excellent history of the 
railroads found in this important railroad city and 
has numerous photos of NYCS action.  It includes a 
few pages on the Penn Central, Grand Trunk 
Western, Amtrak, Conrail, and Norfolk Southern, 
but the majority of the book has great information 
and photos of the NYCS.  This is a great book for 
anyone interested in the NYCS in the Midwest. 

MS Also available in the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
RP $15.00   Expected Delivery Now. 
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Dear Ralph, (Ralph Schiring- Collinwood 
Shopkeeper at the time) 
 
Thank you very much for your email, and 
for making me feel very welcome to the 
NYCHS! 
  
I appreciate very much all your work all of 
you do, I have been meaning to join a long 
time, but have forgotten/been broke 
around new year when all club 
memberships, magazine renewals, and 
Christmas presents, and what not have 
been paid. But this year I remembered :) 
  
I think you have a very nice homepage 
with lots of info, and I am very 
impressed/inspired by your modeling e-
magazine. 
It was a book that I read in young age that 
got me hooked on the NYC, and I have 
been ever since. 
  
I will get to work on my PayPal 
transactions. 
  
About my spelling, I grew up spelling my 
last name with a C, my father changed 
from K to C a long time ago but I have 
learned that he never bothered to have it 
officially changed, so I started to notice 
that my drivers license, passport etc. 
always came back spelled with a K. 
Karlsson/Carlsson Is a very common 
name in Sweden, and since it can be 
spelled two ways, it is often misspelled, so 
it took me a while to realize I am officially 
a “Karlsson”, and not a “Carlsson”. So 
nowadays I (mostly, sometimes I forget 
myself) spell with a K, since in this digital 
age with credit cards and so on, it seems to 
cause me the least problems, perhaps one 
day when I find the energy, I can get it 

officially changed, but it is (I understand) 
a lot of work and will cost me some 
money. That became a long explanation. 
  
Again thank you all for your help, I will let 
you know as soon as I have managed to 
send the money to the right place. 
  
Best regards, 
Jerry Carlsson,  Goteborg, Sweden 

Emails about the mystery 
photo in last edition. 

Greetings!   Why that is no mystery photo 
that appears in the Quarterly NYCentral 
Modeler; that is a NYC "home built" snow 
blower.  Strap a jet engine to a flatcar and 
put a downward, track-facing nozzle on 
the end and BAM, you have yourself a 
very capable snow remover.  I have been 
fortunate enough to see these in action in 
the Norfolk Southern’s Elmira Yard and in 
Buffalo’s Frontier Yard on many 
occasions.  It is an impressive sight.  
 
Best Regards, 
Shawn Karney, Elmira, NY March 31 8:03 
am 

____________________________ 
Mystery photo" appears to be of a jet 
engine-powered snow blower, rather 
similar to this LIRR unit: 
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Joseph Levitzky, Hamden, CT March 31 
9:00 am 
______________________________________ 
The mystery machine shown on page 85 is 
an RMC Sno-jet used in areas of heavy 
snowfall like Buffalo to aid in clearing a 
yard lead. 
  
I worked as an assistant roadmaster in the 
winter of ‘74-‘75 on the C&NW in East 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, just north of 
Dinkytown (U of Minnesota) where we 
had one of these creations. It worked but 
was incredibly noisy as it had a jet aircraft 
engine for blowing the snow. 
  
John Hodson, Belvidere, IL March 31 9:16 
pm 
Retired assistant roadmaster, C&NW and 
AT&SF 
______________________________________  
Noel, 
  
I will guess this month’s “device” to be a 
snow “melter” for use in yards and 
around switches. 
  
I enjoy your efforts. 
  
Happy Rails, 
  
Jerry Hall, Coopersville, MI March 31 
9:22 am 
______________________________________ 
The pic of a snow blower.  I don’t know 
what the NYC called them.  Could also be 
used to blow debris from the tracks. 
 
Dale Madison, Williamsville, NY April 1 
10:58 am 
______________________________________ 
2nd Quarter 2016 NYC Modeler mystery 
photo: 

  
Snow “melter” - used jet engine formerly 
mounted on the M-497 jet RDC. 
  
Chuck Amstein, North Aurora, IL March 
31 11:39 am 
______________________________________ 
Hi Noel, 
I believe that the photo is of a jet 
snowblower. Similar blowers are in service 
on Metro-North even today. 
 
Phil Lee, Ardsley, NY March 31 12:36 pm 
______________________________________ 
Regarding the Puzzle Photo on page 91, I 
would guess it is one of the jet-engine 
snow blowers the Central built. 
 
Guy J. Smith, Searcy, AR April 3 12:00 
pm 
______________________________________ 
As I look out the window at an April 
winter wonderland, the "mystery photo" 
appearing on my computer is a snow 
“melter”. 
 
Dan Howard, Clermont, NY April 4 9:54 
am 
______________________________________ 
The "Mystery Photo" on page 91 was used 
to remove snow and ice from track and 
switches, mostly in yard areas.  Up in the 
middle is a turbine aircraft engine, a "jet" 
engine.  The exhaust, which would be 
several hundred degrees Fahrenheit, is 
directed through the flat nozzle.  The 
hydraulic lines visible indicate that the 
nozzle could be steered by the 
operator.  Don't know where this 
particular machine spent its service life, 
but I have seen similar pieces of 
equipment on other railroads in southeast 
Michigan.  The ones I have seen are 
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usually moved by a light switcher.  This 
one appears to have been self-propelled. 
  
Tony Mazurek, Grosse Isle, MI April 8 
10:07 pm 
______________________________________ 
To all who responded, 
Looks like this one was too easy. We 
received more responses to this Mystery 
Photo than any other published.  Thank 
you to all who responded.  This edition’s 
“Mystery Photo” will be a little harder to 
recognize.  
Oh, by the way, Shawn was the winner. 
Thanks, Noel 
Noel, 
I trust all is well. I have not forgotten you 
need an article on progress with my 
layout. Currently I am laying track. Once I 
have something to show I will write 
something. 
 
I really like the painting by William G 
Miller of the NYC Tug on the "Central's 
Harbor Belt Line". Has this been produced 
as a good quality print? It would make a 
very nice framed picture in my crew 
room!! Maybe this is something other 
members would buy? 
 
David Howarth, West Pymble, NSW, 
Australia 
 
David, 
Great to hear from you.  I am sure our 
readers will be happy to see the progress 
you are making on your layout. As to the 
painting, I don’t know the answer but will 
see if I can find out. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
(I later found out that the print was no 
longer for sale.) 

 
Noel, 
 
We enlarged the cover to A3 size and 
framed it. It will be a great addition to the 
crew room. 

 
David 
 
Noel, 
  
Me thinks one or two names are missing 
from the Header in the NYCentral Modeler.   
 
“The members of the committee are Noel 
Widdifield, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, 
Ralph Schiring, Jeff English, Dave Staplin, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel 
Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, 
Seth Lakin, Larry Grant, and Rich 
Stoving”. 
 
Dale Madison, Williamsville, NY 
 
Dale, 
  
Looks like I copied the list from an old 
version and did miss a couple of you. 
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The missing member is the author of the 
email about it. 
 
Dale is the latest member of the committee 
and has been a major contributor to our 
work. 
 
I am very sorry that I omitted your name 
from this very important and active 
committee in the Society. I have updated 
the list, so it shouldn’t happen again. 
 
Thanks, Noel  
 
Noel, 

Thank you for the message. There is no 
NYC layout at present, and I estimate a 
couple of years before anything is worth 
photographing. At present I am very much 
into planning/researching/purchasing 
genuine NYC models. 

I have some nice Broadway/MTH NYC 
steam locos from previous layouts before 
the house move and a nice consist of the 
1940s 20th Century Limited. The 
NYC layout will be modular to fit in the 
railway room alongside my other interests, 
which are German DB 1950-60 era and 
British GWR 1930s era. 

My interest is urban modelling so I am a 
great fan of George Sellios and fellow Brit 
Rod Stewart who models NYC/PRR. 
I won’t be able to model 20-story buildings 
but will do something more modest. 

In the 1980-90s I modelled ATSF, in those 
days in Britain and it was all Athearn. I bet 
there were more ATSF Warbonnet F7s 
then all other railroads put together. 

All the ATSF stock was sold with the 
house move and I changes to proper urban 
modelling.  

Through my career in civil aviation, I met 
Don Pevsner, a New York lawyer, and 
very keen/expert on all things NYC. He 
gave me a wonderful book NYC Later 
Power by Staufer/May. 

I now have a good NYC Library, but still 
need some plans of NYC buildings. 

I learned of the NYCSHS through advert 
in Classic Trains, Spring 2016 edition. I will 
stay in touch to advise on progress and 
hopefully send details of the layout, which 
will be rather modest. We don't have 
basements in our houses but luckily I do 
have a dedicated room. 

With very best regards, 

Graham Butler, Dorset, Great Briton 
 
Graham, 
 
Thank you for your response.  Sounds like 
you have had an interesting modeling 
career.  We are always very interested in 
NYC modelers living outside the US.  It 
appears that your railroad interest spans 
several countries and railroads. 
 
If you have questions feel free to send 
them to me.  I handle many of the 
questions from members and non-
members and farm them out to our 
experts. Of course, I am very interested in 
articles for the magazine, so please keep us 
in mind as your layout grows. 
  
Thanks, Noel 
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I received a request from Richard 
Fischpera for plans for a NYC 
watchman’s shanty and I sent him the 
plan. 

 
 
Noel, 
  
Thank you so much, our museum needs 
an area to store our speeder and now that I 
have plans I will consult with a builder 
seeing how much this will cost to build. If 
approved and when it’s finished I will 
send you photos. Currently we are 
restoring our NYC Watchmen’s Shanty 
that was used on the “West Hojack” NYC 
Lakeshore branch ex RW&O RR near 
Waterport, NY. 

 
 
Thanks, Rich Rochester, NY 
 
Richard, 
Thank you for sharing the photo.  I would 
be interested in seeing the final product 
with the Standard Section House. 
Thanks, Noel  

Noel, 
  
Roger that my biggest hurdle will be to 
pass the expense at the board meeting. 
 
Rich 
 
Hey Noel, 
 
I was reading through the recent NYC 
Modeler and had a few comments about 
Phil Darkin's article about building a resin 
kit. You may have already received other 
messages as well. 
 
As an avid fan of building resin kits, I 
think it would benefit both your readers 
and particularly the manufacturers of resin 
kits to make it very clear that Phil was 
working with a very old model. 
 
The resin used in the kit he had hasn't 
been used in probably more than 25-30 
years. It is much harder and more brittle 
than current resins. Also, only the brown 
resin used by Al Westerfield included 
metal in the castings (used at that time to 
add weight for open cars like hopper slope 
sheets). The gray resin in the kits Phil has, 
do not. The older castings tend to grow 
more brittle over time, and may also warp 
over time, including after being built. So 
it's a good idea with a resin kit, the older 
ones in particular, to provide additional 
interior bracing, particularly in the center 
of house cars. 
 
Current generation models use a much 
softer and flexible resin that is very similar 
to working with styrene. The one-piece 
body kits (particularly Funaro & 
Camerlengo kits) can typically be built in 
an evening. F&C kits are white, most other 
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manufacturers add coloring to make the 
resin a light gray, or light brown in the 
case of Rocket Express. 
 
The color of the resin is a good way to 
determine if it's the old, original 
generation (dark gray for Westerfield and 
others like Dennis Storzek's kits as well, or 
the ochre yellow ("peanut brittle") resin of 
the kits manufactured by F&C for their 
own line plus models they produced for 
early Sunshine Models kits, RPI, Yankee 
Clipper, North Shore Line, various 
Historical Societies, and many, many other 
small resin kit makers that are also very 
common.   
 
Westerfield kits typically have a lot more 
separate parts, particularly the older kits. 
For example, the original run of USRA 
Triple Hoppers (another NYC must-have) 
included all of the parts to build the 
hoppers themselves. Al later updated the 
kit so the hoppers were prebuilt, 
eliminating 25 - 30 steps in the 
construction. (I've built both. You want the 
updated version.) Updates like these have 
been made on the models since new molds 
have to be made after every 25-50 castings. 
Westerfield models has also slowly been 
updating their kits to one-piece bodies, 
which is becoming more of the standard as 
time goes on for most of the 
manufacturers. 
 
It's still a useful article, particularly for 
those buying kits from train shows, eBay, 
estates, etc. since there are a lot of these 
inbuilt kits out there. You can get good 
deals on the older kits (except Sunshine, 
typically), and it's good to know how to 
work with these older materials. 
 

But it is not representative at all regarding 
the process of building a modern resin kit 
purchased within the past decade or so. 
 
There are a number of resin kit 
manufacturers (seemingly more than ever) 
that are producing amazingly accurate and 
detailed models that don't require much 
more than basic kit building techniques. 
There's still some flash to remove, and the 
material is a little different (particularly 
since you can't use a plastic "welding" 
cement like Tenax), and there are often 
more steps and parts, but the process isn't 
that different than a quality craftsman kit 
like the Branchline, Intermountain, Red 
Caboose, or other current generation 
plastic kits.  
 
The kit Phil selected is a great choice. For 
much of the pre-1950 era the NYC had as 
many, if not more, of the USRA Proposed 
Design Steel boxcar. The Broadway 
Limited model is a good choice for cars 
that received new roofs, but a lot of cars 
kept their original roofs, and pretty much 
any modeler from the '20s through the 
post war era should have a couple of them. 
Unfortunately, it looks like they are 
currently discontinued by Westerfield 
Models. Sometimes this means Andrew is 
updating them to one-piece body 
construction, or perhaps he's decided to 
not do so with the release of the BLI 
model. I don't know the answer to that, 
but as a result there's a good chance that a 
lot of your readers will be building the kit 
with the older resin. 
 
Another useful tidbit when hunting down 
old Westerfield kits is that the kit # tells 
you if it's the original variation of the 
prototype, or modernized variation, 
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typically good for the late '30s and later, 
certainly post-war if the car was still in 
service. Kit #s that are in the 50s are the 
modernized version. For example kit # 
xx0x or xx1x are earlier versions, and xx5x 
would be the modernized version. 
 
Oh, and your readers will need the unique 
NYC Stock Cars from Westerfield. You 
can't get them any other way. The major 
difference in building a resin stock car is 
clearing the flash from openings between 
the boards. Just sand the back of the 
casting until the flash gets so thin it starts 
to fall off (a lot of folks do it on a piece of 
glass since it's extremely flat). Then use a 
knife, files, and sanding sticks to finish the 
job. The NYC model is unique due to the 
stiffening rods, so after installing those 
using wire, you have to install the "cap" on 
the alternate direction steel bracing. A bit 
fiddly and more time-consuming, but 
looks incredible when it's done and with 
the newer resin, a much easier build now. 
 
Happy Modeling! 
 
Randy Hammill, TrueLine Trains 
 
Randy is working with us on the NYC 19000 
caboose at TrueLine Trains. His insight into 
the more modern kits in resin is greatly 
appreciated.  As most of you know we have 
been offering several of the Westerfield resin 
kits in the Collinwood Shop and even offer a 
service for building them.   
 
These kits are the only way you can get an 
accurate model of a NYC stockcar and we also 
offer Westerfield resin model kits for some 
unique NYCS gondolas, mill gondola 
containers, and several of their decal sets.  All 
worth taking a look at in the store. 

 
Several of our members model in O-scale 
and although we haven’t gotten many 
articles from those modelers, we wanted to 
recognize one of our member’s 
accomplishments. 
 
Dan, 
 
Just checking in to see if you have finished 
the layout diagram with Frank?  I hope to 
run your article in this upcoming edition 
of the NYCentral Modeler. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
Sorry and yes - I plan to start work on that 
very soon. 
 
As I explained to Frank last month, I'm the 
VP of the West Shore Model Railroad 
Club.  With a change of ownership of the 
building in which the club resided, in late 
February our 28-year-old club was given 
until May 15 to remove the layout and all 
of our belongings from the building, 
which is the cause of the delay to provide 
him the requested information.   
 
The club only has a dozen members, with 
but three of us retired, so we had a 
temporary, full-time job on our hands 
dismantling the layout and moving lots of 
stuff out. 
 
With that project now/finally at the 99% 
complete phase, this week is when I 
planned to start work on this project. 
 
My apologies if this is causing delays 
and/or problems on your end. 
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Noel, 
 
Since our membership numbers 
significantly lack the critical mass to 
support renting or purchasing a new 
home, our plan is to convert to a modular 
club.  At this time we also don't want to 
risk repeating what we just went through. 
 
Dan Howard, Tivoli, NY 
 
A NYCSHS Member Winner 
 
This year’s Chicago O Scale Meet was held 
on April 1 - 3.  And each year The O Scale 
Resource sponsors a contest room.  
Attendees display their modeling 
offerings, and they are judged by three 
judges on a point scale. Awards are given 
for several different categories of models.  
 
In the “Steam Locomotives” category, 

NYCSHS member, Sam Shumaker, was 
awarded “Second Place Steam” for his 
NYC Mohawk L-2a #2742. 
 

 
Sam is also one of the NYCSHS volunteers 
in the archive and is digitizing many of 
our locomotive photos in the collection. 
 
Congratulations Sam!!!! 
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Please	Print	
	
Name	of	Attendee_______________________________________________________________Member	#_________	
	
Name(s)	of	Additional	Attendee(s)_________________________________________________________________	
	
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
City______________________________________________State/Provence_________Zip/Postal	Code_________	
	
Country_____________________________Telephone_____________________Email___________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Name	(Other	than	traveling	companions)__________________________________	
	
Emergency	Contact	Phone	Number___________________________Relationship_______________________	
	
Number	of	Attendees________________	Total	Amount	Paid	$______________________	
	
Banquet	Choices:	Number	of	each	selection.	(Must	add	up	to	the	number	of	registrations.)	
	
Beef___	 Chicken____																						Vegetarian	Meal_______	
	

Please	send	payment	&	registration	to:		NYCSHS	
	 	 																													Joe	Burgess	

	 	 	 P.O.	Box	756				
	 	 	 Walpole,	MA	02081	
	 	 	 debjoeb@aol.com	
	
	 	 Please	make	checks	payable	to	NYCSHS,	Inc.	

Registration	Fee:	
NYCSHS	 Members’	 (Including	 family	 members)	 cost	 is	 $179.00	 each	 for	 all	 activities	
including	the	Saturday	evening	banquet.	 	Non-members	can	register	at	$179.00	plus	a	fee	
of	$39.00.		The	extra	fee	covers	membership	in	the	Society	for	one	year,	including	all	rights	
and	benefits,	along	with	one	year	of	the	Central	Headlight.	
	
Hotel	Rooms	have	been	made	available	at	the:	Best	Western	Royal	Plaza	
	 	 	 181	Boston	Post	Road	
	 	 	 West	Marlborough,	MA	01752	
	 	 	 www.rplazahotels.com	
Please	 call	 the	 hotel	 directly	 at	 1-888-543-9500.	 Rooms	 can	 be	 reserved	 at	 the	 rate	 of	
$129.00	standard	room	and	$159.00	deluxe	room	both	plus	6.25%	tax.	 	Cut	off	date	for	a	
reservation	 is	Wednesday,	 April	 5,	 2017.	 	You	 are	 responsible	 for	 making	 your	 own	
reservations.	They	are	not	included	in	this	registration.	

New York Central System Historical Society 
2017 Convention & Meeting 

Marlborough, MA May 5 – May 7 2017 
Registration Form	
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Article by Dave Staplin Photos from Dave Except as Noted 
Continued from 2nd Qtr. 2016 Edition 

 

Between the publication of the first and 
second installments of this article, member 
Seth Lakin brought forth some 
information concerning train observations 
from 1947 that he came across.  In these 
records, there is documentation of second 
section operation of the Century late in the 
month of February.  The Central was able 
to achieve this with just one additional 
consist by alternating the second section.  
The second section would leave New York 
Friday evening, arriving in Chicago on 
Saturday morning and then lay over.  
Saturday was not a heavy day for business 
travel.  The second section would then 
leave Chicago on Sunday evening, 
arriving in New York on Monday 
morning.  It would leave New York 

Monday evening, arriving in Chicago on 
Tuesday morning and then lay over until 
Thursday, when it would depart for New 
York.  The advantage of this system is that 
it reduced the number of Pullmans 
required and also permitted the second 
section to run with two diners, in common 
with the first sections.  It permitted NYC 
to serve the directions with heaviest traffic 
on the days when capacity was most 
needed, skipping Saturday and the middle 
of the week.      

Pre-War Lightweight Pullmans 

Prior to the arrival of the post-war 
Pullmans, the pre-war streamlined cars 
were all that was to be had.  If the cars 
were fully assigned, then Central would 
have had to pull them from regular 
assignments and substitute other cars.  For 
example, six compartment, three drawing 
room heavyweight cars could replace the 
4-4-2 cars on some trains.  Likewise, the 13 
double bedroom heavyweights could 
replace 13 double bedroom lightweights.  
Cars with double bedrooms, 
compartments, and drawing rooms would 
be in high demand on the Century.  
Certainly the period of most stress was 
caused by the late arrival of the Port 12 
double bedroom cars for the inaugural of 
the New Century in September 1948.   

17 and 18 Roomette Cars  

As roomettes were not the most popular 
accommodations on the Century, it is not 
likely that any of these cars were assigned, 
especially after the arrival of the Bay cars.  
Since the Bay cars were prominently 
displayed in the press train photos taken 
by Ed Nowak (these are printed in almost 
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every book on NYC passenger service), 
they would have been available to cover 
the first few months of second section 
operation, if demand for roomettes ran 
uncharacteristically high. 

1938 20th Century Limited Pullman " City Of 
Toledo". It was equipped as 17 roomettes with 
one open section. Pullman Co. photo. 
NYCSHS Collection. 

10	Roomette	5	Bedroom	Cars	
 
This floor plan was very popular, as 
witnessed in Table 5, which indicates that 
even with the arrival of the newer River 
10-6 cars, there were only three spare cars 
and those probably represented a 
reasonable shop margin.  So it is not likely 
these cars appeared often on extra 
sections.   
 

 

On the other hand, it can be seen from 
Table 3 that 10-5 cars were assigned on the 
Century/Chief transcontinental Line 4044 
until February of 1950.  Even better, the 
pool of cars supplied for that line included 
NYC’s Plan 4072A cars, a Pullman pool 

car, two Santa Fe cars, and a B&O car at 
times.  Besides the NYC cars, the other 10-
5 cars were Plan 4072B, which is a floor 
plan produced by Walthers.  While these 
cars had Pullman mechanical air 
conditioning like NYC’s, the under floor 
arrangement was a bit different and they 
had more modern 41-HR trucks.  Walthers 
produced the 10-5 in Pullman Pool colors 
and they have produced the 10-5 in Santa 
Fe (two schemes) and B&O colors. 

 

A review of Tom Madden’s Pullman 
Project files indicates the B&O and Santa 
Fe cars were painted in the Pullman pool 
colors during the period of 
transcontinental operation. 

Walthers Pullman Pool 10 Roomette 5 Double 
bedroom car, suitable for modeling 
transcontinental sleepers in Line 4044 from 
February 1948 until February 1950. 
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The decal sheet for this car has all of the 
names needed for Pullman Pool B&O, and 
Santa Fe.  Shopping records to determine 
whether or not they were de-skirted from 
1948 to 1950 are currently not available.  In 
reviewing many photos, it is likely it 
seems the NYC cars were de-skirted but 
not the 10-5s belonging to the Pullman 
pool or other railroads. If one wants to 
model the NYC 4072A from the Walthers 
4072B car, it is necessary to de-skirt it, 
rearrange the underbody and install the 
43-R trucks to place the 41-HR trucks.  One 
can also purchase an MTH 4072A car, strip 
the skirts off and repaint it in the 1948 two-
toned grey scheme.  This information is 
provided for those who want to consider 
running the transcontinental cars on the 
second section or maybe enhancing the 
first section.  For consists modeled after 
February 1950, the need for any 10-5s is 
minimal. 

13 Double Bedroom Cars 

These cars definitely play a role in Century 
operation for both first and second 
sections.  They were used on the first 
section of the New Century from 
September of 1948 until the arrival of the 
Port cars in April and May of 1949.  Even 
in later years, videos and a few other 
consists show them operating in the first 
section in replacement for Port cars when 
the latter were shopped or otherwise 
unavailable.  After full delivery of the Port 
cars, the 1951 Pullman Assignments and 
the Form 1001s indicate two Port cars were 
held in reserve for spares or second 
sections.  If the demand for bedroom space 
was very large, there is no question that 
NYC and Pullman would assign the 
lightweight 13 double bedroom Plan 
4071A, B or C cars to second sections.  In 

Table 4, it can be seen that spare 13 double 
bedroom cars existed after the arrival of 
the Ports.  

 

 

Before that, it is likely that NYC would 
have had to pull the lightweight cars from 
other assignments and substitute 
heavyweights in their place.  The 
September 25, 1948 Form 1001 shows a 
particularly tight situation, where 
heavyweights were already holding down 
some regular assignments with only five 
cars to spare.  Form 1001 for December 7, 
1948 shows the possibility that all 22 
lightweight 13-bedroom cars were 
assigned, but there were nine spare 
heavyweights.  Some of those 
heavyweight cars could have replaced 
lightweight cars on lesser trains, making 
them available for Century service.   

The modeler has choices for 13 bedroom 
cars.  Great Brass Fleet brass cars can 
sometimes be found on the Internet.  GBF 
did the 4071A car with skirts removed.  
The author has seen these come with or 
without trucks.  If the latter case is true, a 
pair of Walthers or D&G 43-R trucks will 
be required.  The 4071A or C can also be 
had in sets from MTH, which would 
require de-skirting and repainting for 
updating to 1948.  It should be noted that 
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the PMD air conditioning systems on the 
4071B and C cars were replaced in 1952 
and 1953 with standard electro-mechanical 
units.  The skirt covers on the condensers 
and battery box covers were removed at 
this time, giving the cars a distinctly 
different look.  The records of conversion 
are available on Tom Madden’s Pullman 
Project database.    

4-4-2 Cars 

	

This Walthers car has the wrong underbody, 
but can be kitbashed into an acceptable model. 	

The four double bedroom, four 
compartment, and two drawing room cars 
(known as 4-4-2s) carried the higher priced 
space sought by travelers who could 
afford the Century’s extra fare.  
Unfortunately, the Central did not opt to 
purchase any new cars with this floor plan 
after World War II.  Central’s rival, the 
PRR, elected to buy 15 new cars for its 
premier trains.  The bedrooms and 
compartments of the pre-war cars suffered 
from having toilets in the room instead of 
a separate enclosed annex.  The Central 
had invested heavily in 34 cars from 1938 
to 1940 and probably felt that a further 
investment in this plan was not justified 
until the direction of Pullman traffic could 
be determined after the war.  All of these 
cars, as delivered (in three lots) had 
“Imperial” prefixes for their names.  The 
floor plans delivered to NYC were 4069B, 
C and D.  There was a slight difference in 
the window spacing of the public lavatory 
in the 4069Bs as opposed to the Cs and Ds.  

The 4069Bs also had 43-R trucks whereas 
the Cs had 41-ERs and the Ds, 41-HRs.  
Leaf bolster springs versus helical bolster 
springs were the main differentiation 
between the ER and HR models.   

Pullman shopped the original 14 4069B 
cars from 1938 for the New Century in 
1948.  They were renamed at that time into 
the Bridge suffix series.  Other changes 
included removal of center skirts, but the 
original Pullman Mechanical air 
conditioning systems remained.  Part of 
the NYC fleet of the 4069B cars was 
assigned to the Century/Chief 
transcontinental pool and part was 
allocated to the Century and Commodore.  
If wondering why the oldest of the 4-4-2 
cars would be refurbished for the Century, 
a clue is available in Table 3 Page 28).  
There, it can be seen that most of the Santa 
Fe 4-4-2 cars assigned to the 
transcontinental pool, were either 4069A 
or C models.  So Santa Fe was used to the 
43-R trucks and even more importantly, 
none of the western railroads had cars 
equipped with PMD air conditioning.  On 
the other hand, Pullman Mechanical units 
were common in the west, simplifying 
maintenance.  That probably explains why 
the NYC cars with Pullman Mechanical 
units wound up in transcontinental pools 
and also why Pullman later replaced the 
PMD units with standard electro-
mechanical units in the early 1950s.  
Conversion of the 20 remaining Imperial 
cars began in 1951.   So if you are 
modeling the Century post 1951, the 
Imperial cars, Plans 4069D and E held 
down assignments and the 4069B Bridge 
cars moved to other assignments.  

Table 4, Page 29, shows that, except for the 
period of the New Century’s inaugural, 
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there were spare 4-4-2 cars for second 
sections.  The 1951 Pullman Assignments 
show nine Imperial and one Bridge car 
without assignments.  Table 3, Page 28 
shows the mix of NYC and Santa Fe 4-4-2 
cars in Pullman Line 4030 for several 
periods from 1946 until 1958, when the 
transcontinental through service was 
discontinued.  It should be noted that after 
January 15, 1954, Santa Fe supplied all of 
the transcontinental pool cars.  Second 
sections of the New Century might have 
any of the three 4069 plans starting with 
late 1948, but it is likely that Imperial cars 
would gradually push the older Bridge cars 
out of Century service by the mid-fifties.   

Modelers can get a reasonably close model 
of the Santa Fe 4069C cars from Walthers, 
which did both skirted and de-skirted 
versions.  NYC Pullmans in Century 
operation were largely de-skirted before 
the New Century was inaugurated on 
September 15, 1948.  It is not clear when 
the Santa Fe had Pullman take skirts off its 
pre-war cars, but research in Santa Fe 
Railway Car Reference Series – Volume 
Five might help in revealing reasonable 
dates.  Walthers has modeled the Santa Fe 
post-war Regal series 4-4-2 cars, so those 
modeling the mid- to late-fifties can use 
those cars.  Again, the transcontinental 
sleepers primarily operated with the first 
section, so this information can enhance 
the modeler’s first section or provide cars 
for those days when the transcontinentals 
moved off onto the second section.   

Walthers did the NYC 4069B cars and 
those still appear on eBay and through 
other secondhand markets.  The author 
did a presentation at the NYCSHS Annual 
Meeting in Albany back in 2005 showing 
how a 4069B can be modeled from an 

Eastern Car Works kit.  An example of this 
conversion can be seen in the photo below. 
The 4069C and D cars are more 
problematic.  Walthers has done a later 
4069H painted in NYC colors, but the 
underbody is totally wrong for NYC’s 
cars.  

International Bridge, 4-4-2 Pullman, Plan 
4069B kitbashed from an Eastern Car Works 
kit. 

The lettering is also wrong for the years 
1948 to about 1953. The author gave a 
clinic at the 2016 Annual Meeting on how 
to make a conversion from the H sub-plan 
to the D or E, and has included progress 
photos. 

	
Completed underbody before painting for 
conversion of Walthers Plan 4069H 4-4-2 
Pullman to Plan 4069E. 
 

 
Completed body for “Imperial Dome,” 
Walthers 4069H Pullman converted to NYC 
Plan 4069E.  
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Other choices would be to search on eBay 
for a 1940 MTH 4-4-2 car, cut the skirts off 
and repaint it or use sides from an Eastern 
Car Works kit on a core.  In the latter case, 
center skirts will have to be removed and 
the underbody scratch-built if the modeler 
wants it to be correct.  All pre-war 
Pullmans retained portions of skirts 
covering the battery box and air 
conditioning systems because they were 
integral parts of the access hatches to those 
systems.  The 1938 cars kept them until 
they were scrapped.  The 1939 and 1940 
cars had them removed when the air 
conditioning systems were changed 
because the battery boxes were also 
changed as part of the conversions.  
However, the screened portions over the 
A/C condensers remained.   

The 4-4-2 cars, along with the 13 bedroom 
cars, were the most likely of any pre-war 
Pullmans to appear on a second section of 
25 or 26 in the early fifties.  One other 
word of caution is that the 4-4-2 cars were 
involved in truck swaps, so if the modeler 
is picky about having the right trucks 
under a certain car on a certain date, Tom 
Madden’s Pullman Project file should be 
consulted.    	

22 Roomette Cars 

No regular operation of 22 roomette cars is 
recorded for the Century as an all-Pullman 
train.  Table 3, Page 28 shows that there 
were six spare cars on the 1951 Pullman 
assignments.  It also shows that Pullman’s 
shopping program for post-delivery 
modifications had cleared four Bay cars for 
Century operation.  It is more likely that 
clearing them for operation was an 
indication that they could be used in a 
pinch because they met a certain standard, 

rather that they were actually going to 
hold down regular Century assignments.  
Since demand on the Century was high for 
bedrooms, compartments and drawing 
rooms, it is more likely that 10-6 cars 
would be employed if roomettes got a bit 
tight, because they brought with them the 
highly saleable bedrooms.  Even so, it 
cannot be entirely discounted that Bay cars 
operated on second sections.  It is more 
likely that a Bay car might show up on a 
day such as Sunday, November 27, 1949 
(see Table 2), when both sections ran 16 
cars.  If needed, there were plenty of spare 
17 and 18 roomette cars to substitute for 
the Bay cars in their regular assignments 
on lesser trains.  

 

For modeling the 22 roomette cars, it is 
necessary to find a Walthers car from their 
1948 Century release on the secondhand 
market.  The other choices involve finding 
secondhand brass from Railway Classics 
or Great Brass fleet.   

10 Roomette 6 Bedroom Cars 

The 97 River series 10 roomette and 6 
bedroom cars were versatile bread and 
butter Pullmans.  The Plan 4123 cars were 
valuable for Century operation because 
they provided the few roomettes that were 
needed and brought along modern double 
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bedrooms with enclosed toilet facilities.  
The more modern bedrooms in these cars, 
and the Plan 4126 Port cars, helped to 
offset the older bedrooms and 
compartments in the Bridge and Imperial 
cars.  Table 5, Page 28 shows that on July 
1951 there were 21 spare River cars, so 
there were certainly enough for second 
section operations of the Century.  Having 
the roomettes was not an all bad thing, 
because the Commodore was difficult to 
expand and did not operate in second 
sections, so in essence someone seeking a 
roomette after the Commodore sold out in 
peak travel periods might be able to get 
one on the second section of 25 and/or 26, 
provided they could afford the extra fare. 

Table 3, Page 28 indicates that NYC did 
contribute Plan 4123 cars to 
transcontinental Line 4044 after February 
1950.  It appears that the lion’s share of the 
cars in this pool were Santa Fe Pine series 
10-6 cars.  After January of 1954, all of the 
10-6s in this pool were Santa Fe cars. 

If you are interested in having a 
transcontinental car on your trains, 
Walthers has done the Pine cars in 
multiple releases.  The Plan 4123 cars were 
done by Walthers as part of their 1948 
Twentieth Century project and while 
discontinued for now, some do come up 
for sale on eBay.  They were also done 
three times in brass, once each by Soho, 
Great Brass Fleet, and Railway Classics.  
The Soho and Great Brass Fleet cars 
appear on eBay now and then.   Walthers 
models of the NYC cars painted in 
“foobie” colors can also be found at 
reasonable prices on eBay.  They would 
require stripping, repainting and lettering.  
In terms of post-war Pullmans, a second 
section of 25 or 26 would be most likely to 

have Plan 4123 cars, followed closely by 
the Plan 4125 Port cars.  

12 Double Bedroom Cars 

In hindsight, probably the biggest mistake 
made by NYC in the post-war passenger 
car orders was limiting the purchase of the 
Plan 4125 Port cars to just 14.  Judging by 
the number of spare all-roomette cars in 
1951 (Table 5, Page 28), possibly NYC 
could have purchased a few less 22-
roomette cars and better utilized the older 
17 and 18 roomette cars.  In that way, NYC 
could have balanced an order for more 
Port cars.   

If the 10-6s were the workhorses of the 
Pullman fleet in general, the Port cars were 
the jewels of the all-Pullman trains, like 
the Century, Commodore, Detroiter, etc.  The 
NYC shuttled the Port cars between those 
trains.  In months of heavy business travel, 
it appears that NYC held back 10 of the 14 
cars for first and second sections of 25 and 
26.  In off peak times, it might let some of 
those cars go to the Detroiter and 
Commodore in place of the pre-war 13 
bedroom cars.  Initially after its 
inauguration, the New Century was 
assigned two Port cars in each consist.  
That was upped to three by the time of the 
July 1951 Pullman assignment list.  It 
would climb to four by 1954 as demand 
for the modern bedrooms bumped the 
older 4-4-2 cars off.  And why not?  The 
drawing rooms lost when the 4-4-2 cars 
were bumped could be made up by 
putting two bedrooms ensuite in a Port 
car.  Also, the demand for compartments 
without the modern enclosed annexes 
probably dwindled over the years.  Second 
sections would get Port cars, although the 
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number available might have been limited 
once the first section began carrying four. 

Modeling the Port cars requires shopping 
in the secondhand market.  Walthers 
produced the Port cars as part of its 1948 
Century, but they are discontinued at 
present.  However, they do show up on 
eBay, as do the older Soho brass cars.  
Photo 5 shows a Soho “Port” car upgraded 
by the author.  

Port Byron, 12 Double bedroom Pullman 
upgraded from Soho brass model with new 
trucks and additional underbody detail. 

 

Railway Classics also produced Ports, but 
the author has seldom seen those cars on 
eBay.  The inexpensive option is to pick up 
one of the many “foobie” paint schemes 
that Walthers applied to the 12-bedroom 
model.  These are common and relatively 
inexpensive on eBay.  These cars would 
require stripping, repainting and lettering, 
but no other modifications. 

Headend Cars 

New York Central sometimes assigned the 
Century’s RPO Baggage to the second 
section, so the modeler has some freedom 
to use an RPO.  When the RPO ran with 
the regular section, it appears that NYC 
ran one of the ACF-built streamlined 9100 
series full baggage cars on the second 
section.  From the 1949 consist listing, it 
appears two particular cars were initially 
identified for protect service at that time, 
9198 and 9199.  It would be a reasonable 

guess that these cars were out of the pool 
of 9100 series cars delivered in the two-
tone grey scheme instead of the normal 
head end scheme of Pullman Green.  

Walthers produced the RPO baggage car 
as part of its 1948 Century.  If one cannot 
be located on the secondhand market, the 
Eastern Car Works kit can be made into a 
reasonable substitute.  Walthers makes the 
correct three axle trucks.  MTH has also 
done the car, but it would require skirt 
removal and updating the paint scheme.  
A brass version of this car was done by 
Railway Classics, although the lettering 
scheme is incorrect.  Using the ECW kit 
gives the modeler a chance to correct the 
error made by Walthers and brass 
manufacturers in the type and number of 
roof vents.  Interested modelers can 
compare the author’s version of this car 
with a Railway Classics brass car below.  

Comparison of author’s kitbashed Postal 
Baggage Car 5020, redone from an Eastern Car 
Works kit and a Railway Classics brass 
model.  Note difference in roof vents, lettering, 
and direction of pick-up hook for mail. 

 Apparently the original Garland vents 
installed when the cars were built in 1938 
were not satisfactory.  In shopping the cars 
after the war, NYC substituted a fewer 
number of a different style vent.  This 
shows clearly in the abundant photos of 
the cars on the post-war Century, but none 
of the model manufacturers picked it up.  
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In the picture, note the lettering scheme on 
the author’s car compared to the incorrect 
version on the brass version. 

The 9100 series baggage car has been done 
by Soho and shows up from time-to-time 
on the secondary market.  There are issues 
with this car, over and above the ones 
inherent in all Soho Twentieth Century 
models.  More will be said about that later.  
These cars were delivered with multiple 
pane windows in the doors, a pattern that 
was changed as the cars were shopped.  
Also, in later years, the cars had large rub 
sheets added to the sides below the doors 
to toughen them up against damage from 
baggage carts loading/unloading on low 
level platforms.  These improvements 
were made largely after the era of all-
Pullman second sections was over.  Also, 
as the cars were shopped, the paint 
scheme was changed to solid dark grey.  
Besides getting the Dremel out and 
hacking on a brass car to backdate it, one 
could consider substituting a Walthers 72 
foot baggage car.  (If you are interested, 
the main features of the Walthers baggage 
which would need to be addressed to get 
closer to an NYC car include: adding a 
riveted roof (plus new vents), wider 
baggage doors, increasing the truck 
spacing, rearranging of the underbody, 
and modeling the end door.  Some 
versions of this car, including the one 
lettered for NYC, have the older door 
style, but the number of windows and the 
door size is not correct for NYC.)   

This would also involve a strip and repaint 
job.  Scratch-building would be another 
option.  However, the Soho car does have 
the correct opening end door detail, so 
there is no easy answer here.   

Club Lounge Car 

New York Central would have done well 
to gut the Plan 4076 Century series club 
cars after World War II and redo them in a 
manner to make them functionally the 
same as the new Plan 7548 Shore cars.  
Instead, two of the cars, Century Tavern 
and Century Club were chosen to get a 
“makeover.”  The architect of the interior 
changes was none other than Henry 
Dreyfuss and his redecoration plans 
appear in one of the New York Central 
System Historical Society’s CDs of 
passenger car drawings.  Contrary to 
urban legend, the makeover included 
installation of the novel new train 
telephone system that would soon appear 
in the new Shore cars.  This was achieved 
by installing the booth and equipment 
locker in place of seat space and the public 
toilet in the corner of the lounge.  This left 
the lounge patrons having to use the 
public toilet in the adjacent Pullman car.  
The revamped Century lounge cars were 
designated by Pullman as Plan 4076B.  The 
other two cars were designated as Plan 
4076C and apparently left essentially in 
the same condition as when first delivered 
in 1938.  All four retained barbershops but 
did not have public showers or quarters 
for the train secretary, as did the Shore 
cars.  Floor plans from the Newberry 
Library of the Plan 4076B cars show that 
the train secretary got a desk next to the 
telephone booth, causing the loss of 
another lounge seat.  The failure to 
completely reconfigure these cars also 
meant that they had to be operated at the 
head of the train, because the crew 
dormitory at the head of the car did not 
have a pass-through for the passengers.  
Another interesting piece of information 
about these cars is that they remained on 
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the Pullman lease after purchase, whereas 
the new Shore cars were owned and 
operated by the NYC from the time they 
were delivered.  The train secretary and 
barber in all of these cars were furnished 
by NYC, whereas the lounge attendant on 
the Century cars was a Pullman employee.  
On the Shore cars, the attendant was a 
railroad employee.  It took the railroad 
until 1951 before they realized this 
inconsistency and withdrew the four 
Century cars from the Pullman lease.  This 
had lettering implications and will be 
discussed below.  Not impacting the 
modeler, but of historical interest, cars 
Century Club and Century Inn swapped 
names.  The NYC eventually took the 
renamed Century Inn out of service and 
considered converting it to a baggage 
dormitory, however with the decline in the 
number of trains operated, the car wound 
up being scrapped.  Oddly enough, in 
what could have been a trial project, the 
other 4076C car, Century Lounge had its 
Pullman Mechanical air conditioning 
system converted to electro-mechanical at 
some point.  This was a major 
undertaking, because the PM system 
operated separately from the car’s normal 
32-volt electrical system, whereas the EM 
systems were an integral part.  Another 
physical change that affects modeling was 
the swapping of the 43-R trucks for 41-HR 
trucks, which took place on all four cars 
following the war.  It is not clear whether 
or not the two 4076B cars were equipped 
with HSC brake systems.  The other two 
important features on the these cars were 
the addition of the odd looking telephone 
antennas on the roof at the car ends (same 
as in the Shore cars) and the blanking of 
the lavatory window near the vestibule 
door on the right side of the car (not 

needed because train phone equipment 
replaced the toilet).  Unfortunately, it was 
not until the author received floor plans of 
the cars from the Newberry Library that 
these last two changes were revealed.  So, 
in photos below you will not see these 
changes reflected in his model of the car. 

Dave’s Century Tavern, dormitory club 
lounge, kitbashed from an Eastern Car Works 
kit.  Roof and underbody required complete re-
working, and placement of Walthers 41-HR 
trucks. 

 
Century Tavern, right side view.  Research 
showed the window next to vestibule should 
be blanked, train phone antennas added on the 
roof and Pullman lettering up to 1951. 
 

It can be noted that he assumed the cars 
would be New York Central owned and 
operated from 1948, which later 
information revealed to be incorrect.  Safe 
to say that from the time of its 
refurbishment in 1948 until early 1951, the 
car would have been lettered just like any 
other New York Central Pullman. 

Options for modeling this car include 
finding a Key brass car, removing the 
skirts, changing the trucks, blanking the 
lavatory window, adding the telephone 
antennas and repainting.  Options in 
plastic include taking one of the old 
Eastern Car Works “parlor lounge” car 
kits and making the necessary changes 
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discussed above.  The ECW core has some 
deficiencies, which can be overcome by 
applying the kit’s sides to someone else’s 
core.  Another option is to get an MTH car, 
make the necessary changes and repaint it.  
Unfortunately, the MTH car is included in 
a five-car set; however, the RPO baggage 
and observation cars would be useful for 
conversions as well.  The diner in the set 
would have value for resale to someone 
who needs the second diner for the 1938 or 
1940 versions of the train.  The advantage 
in using the MTH car is that the modeler 
gets a completely detailed underbody, 
whereas with the ECW car, the modeler 
has to build his/her own.  This is not 
difficult as the components are available 
from a variety of sources. 

	

MTH HO-scale 20th Century 9310 Shore series 
Club Lounge car. 

Dining Cars 

As noted previously, the operation of the 
Century lounges at the head of a second 
section meant they were not an ideal place 
for passengers to wait for a table in the 
dining car, located back in the center of the 
train.  The Central ordered twin unit diner 
sets with a kitchen lounge adjacent to the 
full dining cars to overcome this problem.  
They provided a place for patrons to sit 
and enjoy a cocktail when the dining car 
was busy.  Also, the dormitories in the 
kitchen cars bought for the regular consists 
of 25 and 26 were not needed since the 
Century cars provided them. 

   
NYC dining car #685 shown in the Beech 
Grove Shops after being repainted for the 1948 
Century. Note the odd end corner window 
used on this car. NYCSHS Collection. 

Thus, even a relatively short second 
section would have three lounges, when 
the observation is added to the count.  It is 
not clear what substitution would be made 
if the kitchen dormitory had to be shopped 
on the regular first section consist.  
Perhaps one of the purchased C&O twins 
would be added.  Adding the kitchen 
lounge/full dining combination would 
leave the train with no dormitory.  
Probably, a baggage dormitory from the 
pool of Pullman Standard built cars was 
the answer, or a spare sleeper.  In such a 
case, the kitchen lounge would have been 
operated behind the full diner, because the 
Shore car would be ahead of it.  As the 
author noted earlier, as time passed, the 
Central became less fussy and Budd twin 
unit cars could be noted on second 
sections and make-up trains.   

Modeling the twin unit diner with the 
kitchen lounge configuration involves 
getting a Walthers full diner in the 
secondhand market or on eBay.  At this 
time, they are still regularly available, as 
are Soho cars.  The kitchen lounge can be 



Modeling Second Sections of the Century in the Post War Era (Part-2)	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2016 38	

done a number of ways.  While not 
common, Soho brass kitchen lounges do 
sometimes become available in the 
secondhand market.  Another choice is to 
get the Eastern Car Works plastic kits, 
labeled as diners, and either build the kit, 
doing detail enhancements or using the 
sides over someone else’s core kit.  
Enhancement needs include the 
underbody, trucks, and center skirt 
removal.  An easier way to get a better car 
would be to buy a Walthers kitchen 
dormitory, remove the sections of the car 
sides with the dormitory (one side) and 
aisle windows (other side) and pre-
fabricate new car side panels with the 
proper windows for both sides.  The 
author employed this method to build the 
Plan 4079A observation Manhattan Island, 
which will be discussed shortly.  
Evergreen .040-styrene sheet is an ideal 
product to fabricate the side panels from.  
The author’s set is an unusual combination 
of an Erie Limited kitchen lounge and a 
Soho dining room car shown below. 

 

Kitchen-Lounge Car 477, a brass model done 
by Erie Limited. 
 

	
Full Dining Car 400, a Soho brass model 
upgraded.  Venetian blinds by Laser Horizons 

This kitchen lounge is the only one the 
author has ever seen independent from a 
full Erie Limited Twentieth Century set.  
More will be said about the Erie Limited 
sets a bit later.  The Erie Limited cars came 

with very good trucks, but the Soho cars 
did not, so they need to be re-trucked 
which will be discussed in a later section.  
The author added underbody detail to the 
full diner; using Plastruct structural 
shapes to replicate a center sill.  The only 
downside of the Erie Limited kitchen 
lounge is the use of white lettering and 
striping for the car, instead of the correct 
lettering grey.  The author decided to live 
with this problem instead of jeopardizing 
an otherwise beautiful factory paint job to 
apply new lettering and stripes.  The 
bodies built for both the Erie Limited and 
Soho release have sides that are too short 
compared to prototype dimensions.  The 
reduced car height, which results from 
this, may require shimming between the 
body and truck bolster to match models by 
others that are the correct height.  Doing 
this requires care with the coupler 
mounting height. 

 

Back cover of a NYCSHS Central Headlight. 
To be continued in the next edition of 
the NYCentral Modeler. 
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Article by Keith Taylor Photos by Keith except as noted 
The history of this model begins in 1947 
when the builder, Harry Hansen of 
Lyndhurst, NJ, completed his first live 
steam powered miniature locomotive. 
That locomotive was a 17/32” = 1’ model 
of a Baltimore and Ohio P-7 Pacific. 

 

Harry Hansen at the controls of the B&O P-7 
Pacific that was his first live steam loco and 
got him interested in building a NYC Hudson. 

The P-7 was completed in the space of 
two-and-one-half years. Then Mr. Hansen 
was looking for a project where he could 
really show off his skills as a machinist. 

He purchased a set of castings for the New 
York Central Hudson that was being sold 
by L.D. Langworthy of Westerly, RI. This 
was in 1947 when the hobby of building 
miniature steam locomotives consisted of 
buying drawings and completely un-
machined castings in cast iron, bronze, and 
aluminum. 

Mr. Hansen had a machine shop in his 
Lyndhurst basement where he spent the 
next thirteen years constructing the 
locomotive. 

The locomotive uses Hyatt roller bearings 
on all axles and Torrington needle 
bearings on the valve gear and side and 
main rods. The model is sprung and 
equalized including equalization from the 
front pilot wheels to the rear trailing truck 
wheels, and it is fully cross-equalized. The 
locomotive has a working feedwater 
heater, and is superheated. The grates are 
rocking grates just like the original. The 
boiler is copper and is equipped with a 
combustion chamber with vertical 
circulation tubes and Nicholson Thermic 
Siphons.  

The model has fully equalized steam 
brakes that work on the locomotive and 
tender. There is a working turbo-generator 
that supplies the electricity for the cab and 
headlights. The water supply is comprised 
of a twin cam operated axle pump and -- 
beneath the cab -- two working cross 
compound pumps supply feed water. The 
pumps on the front pilot deck are 
dummies. Lubrication is supplied by twin 
mechanical lubricators. The steam cylinder 
oil reservoirs are disguised as the 
locomotive’s air tanks. The oil is fed to the 
cylinder by way of fittings made to look 
like the locomotive’s drifting valves atop 
the piston valve chambers. 

The tender is also riding on trucks 
equipped with Hyatt roller bearings. A 
hand pump is located in the tender, along 
with a one-piece bronze water bottom that 
also acts as the frame for the tender.  

When the model was built, small-scale hex 
head bolts and nuts were not available. So 
the builder took small Allen hex wrenches 
and annealed and machined them to make 
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all of the hex head nuts and bolts on the 
model. The nuts on the Baker valve gear 
are castellated and secured with miniature 
cotter pins. The scale-sized globe valves 
were machined from solid bar stock and 
then sand blasted to make them look like 
castings. 

The above photo was snapped in 1963 shortly 
after the model was completed.  It was taken 
at the track of the Eastern Live Steamers in 
Lyndhurst, New Jersey’s Riverside Park. 

This is a shot of the Hudson on display in 
Keith’s home. 

Shortly after completing the Hudson, Mr. 
Hansen suffered a serious heart attack that 
left him totally disabled. The model was 
never run again during his lifetime. It has 
had several owners since he passed away 
in the late 1980s. I purchased the model in 
the 1990s not only because it is a fine 
model, but also because Mr. Hansen was a 
close friend and mentor.  

I have fond memories of walking to the 
Hansen home as a youth to watch him 
build this locomotive. He also taught me 
the basics of machine shop work so that I 
could build model steam locomotives of 
my own. 

This photo shows the front end with its safety 
chains on the pilot truck, in addition to the 
smoke box cover for the throttle, which is a 
cam-operated set-up controlling five poppet 
valves. The working feed water heater is also 
shown here.   

In this lower angle shot, you can see the front 
end with its safety chains on the pilot truck. 
You can also see the smoke box cover for the 
throttle, which is a cam-operated arrangement 
controlling five poppet valves. The working 
feedwater heater can also been seen here. 
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The cab and the area beneath reveal one of the 
two working cross- compound water pumps. 

This is another view of the cab area that 
shows the working Okadee blowdown valve. 

This is a close-up shot of one of the tender 
trucks. 

 
With the roof removed, you can see the 
controls for the live-steam operations. 

 

 

 

A vintage safety reminder from the NYCS. 
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Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop”. 
Join using the application on page 43 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 
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Article by Alan Schofield          Photos by Alan 
After reading the excellent article by Larry 
Faulkner, and studying the quality scale 
drawings by Manual Duran-Duran 
(NYCentral Modeler 3rd & 4th Quarter 2014), 
I decided to scratch build a substation for 
my HO-layout. Rather than use parts from 
kits or purchased items, I wanted to make 
every part from scratch, including the 
windows! But not the ladders, which will 
be discussed later in this article. 

Alan is a photographer in addition to being a 
modeler. His talent in both areas can be seen 
in this photo.  

Following the scale plans carefully, I built 
the complete building in sequence just as 
Larry had, using 40/000 white Plasticard 
Styrene Sheets for all of the sides.  

 

This view of the trackside wall of the building 
shows all of the layers that were constructed 
to create the proper architectural look. 

After cutting the sheets square, I cut -out 
all of the main sides for the three boxes 
and test fit them together to ensure they 
were square. Once I was happy with the 
main boxes, I cut out the door and 
window apertures.  

Next, I cut out the detail sheets and built 
them in layers using Mek Pak glue to hold 
them together.  I put heavy weights on 
each side of the glued layers to keep them 
flat during drying.  After building and test 
fitting all parts, I covered the layers with 
20/000 (.5mm) brick-embossed Plasticard.   

Using this method resulted in a combined 
thickness of approximately 100/000, 
which is thick enough to not need 
additional strengthening. 

  

 
The substation is beginning to take shape as 
can be seen in this photo of the completed 
freestanding walls prior to final assembly. 

Making the windows was the next step.  I 
decided to use a Silhouette Cameo Cutter. 
After measuring all of the windows and 
using the software that comes with the 
machine, I cut them out, which was not a 
complete success the first time. However, 
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in the end, I succeeded in making the 
windows, which were much better than 
anything I had built in the past.  

Some of the windows that were cut using the 
Silhouette Cameo Cutter. 

The same windows after they were painted 
grey and fit into openings in the building.  

Windows were fit and secured into 
openings in the building sides. I decided 
the doors would be made of wood, just 
like the ones in my home. So I cut small 
pieces of hard wood to size and added 
handles and hinges, followed by the 
security bars, which cover all of the main 
large doors. For these, I used plastic 
rodding.  Before adding the doors and 
bars, I sprayed the complete building with 
a coat of grey primer. 

This is a view of the top floor with the long 
windows fit in place. 

Now it was time to put all the sides 
together, so I used some scrapes from the 
windows and doors to help strengthen all 
of the corners, which also supported the 
roof sheets that were added after they 
were detailed.  

The electric ports and steel frames came 
next, again made from cutting very thin 
strips of 30/000 Plasticard and cutting 
wooden coffee sticks to make the wood 
deck/planks.  

 

This photo shows a close up of the Electric 
ports and steel frame and wooden planking. 
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Alan used strips of Plasticard to make the 
steel girders. 

The ports are simple tubes of plastic that 
were cut to length and painted. The only 
item I couldn’t make were the ladders, 
which I gave up trying to make after three 
attempts. Besides, the ones I found in my 
spares box worked fine. 

 

The transformer was built by copying one 
Alan researched on the Internet. It was made 
from   several Plasticard boxes and lots of off-
cuts to add detail.  He used the bendy part of 
plastic straws for the tops. 

I copied the signal bridge by referring to 
photographs provided with the drawings. 
I built it using thin strips of 30/000 
Plasticard to make each separate length L 
gilder.  Then I used a jig to help join them 
together to make the bridge. (The actual 
signals will be added later). 

The signal bridge was built by referring to a 
photo and fabricated by making Plasticard 
girders and joining them together.     

This photo shows the completed substation 
and signalbridge in place on Alan’s layout. 
They still need a lot of work, but he wanted to 
get a feel for how they would look. 

At this point, I was ready to move onto the 
fun part of this project  -- weathering with 
an airbrush and pastels. 
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After slowly adding layers of dirt and 
grime, I placed the building on the layout 
and added a few bits of greenery.  More 
will be added when the models are 
completed. 

 
The substation, transformer, and signal bridge 
look very authentic and this photo allows you 
to see some of the detail that Alan puts into 
his modeling.  The weathering looks very real. 

This was a really enjoyable project and 
was made easy with the help from Manual 
and Larry in the NYCentral Modeler. 

You can view more of Alan’s modeling by 
going on his website at: 
http://wwwnewbourneville.moonfruit.co
m/ 

 

Alan’s NYC layout is very nicely done.  Be 
sure to check out his website. 

Just out from the NYCSHS 
Archives 

 

 NYCS Signal Department Standards & 
Diagrams 1965   
(Extracts for Signals) 

 NYCS Rules of the Operating 
Department 1937   

 Extracts for Signals 
 Color – Light Signals General Railway 

Signal (GRS) 
MSRP $10  Available in Collinwood Shop 

 

From Headlight, Chicago, June 1895 
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Article by Roger Murphy          Photos by Roger 
If you recall from a previous NYC 
Headlight article, I was attempting to 
create a small snippet of the Weehawken 
terminal. I was very fortunate to have 
acquired many quality scratch built 
examples of the marine fleet of the NYC.  I 
have never seen a large display of a 
waterfront model and especially one with 
a New York Central theme.  So this was 
my attempt to create this “WOW” factor 
for my HO- layout. 

I needed to create the Hudson River, 
which was between the natural walls of 
the Palisades and the man-made walls of 
New York City’s Manhattan skyline.  
Obviously this was impossible, so I settled 
for a 6 ‘ X 16’ waterfront scene of which 4’ 
X 12’ was “The River”. So come along as 
we create the river. Hope you can swim!! 

First I cleared off all the piers, tugboats, 
and barges from the area, which left our 
“canvas”.  

 

You can see the bare plywood section of 
Roger’s layout as he prepares to begin his 
project. 

I filled all of the plywood seams, screw 
heads, and defects with MHD ready patch. 
I like this product because it can be 

painted or stained, sanded and also used 
outside. Just like finishing drywall, I 
applied two coats and sanded between 
each one. 

 

The sealed and sanded plywood is now ready 
for the next step. 

I was very fortunate to have a neighbor 
who is an artist who graciously offered to 
paint the river for me. He had never 
worked on such a large “canvas” or one 
that was horizontal.  We were using 
acrylic paints so he recommended a 
primer called Gesso. This primer is used as 
a sealer by artists for all mediums and art 
applications. It was applied by a rag and 
worked into the pores of the wood. 

 

Roger’s neighbor applies Gesso to the 
plywood. 
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So my neighbor and I now have to come 
up with a color for the river. We decided 
to do a base coat, followed by highlights to 
simulate the waves.  Luckily for me, he 
spent many years sailing on the Hudson 
and was very familiar with its various 
color variations.  

This is a close-up view of the finished Gesso 
primer with some of Roger’s models in the 
background waiting to move into the river. 

Roger’s neighbor brushing on a blended green 
basecoat. 

As you can see in the above photo, I had to 
use some very powerful lamps to 
illuminate the work area. This sometimes 
made it difficult to work when the lights 
were shining in our eyes. 

Roger plans to install better lighting in his 
basement than the temporary illumination 
seen in this picture.   

After a couple of days drying, we started 
to paint in the details of the white caps for 
the waves. 

The river is beginning to look real as the artist 
applied white paint with a brush. 

Again, it was very nice to see the artist at 
work.  After the green basecoat and the 
white caps had dried thoroughly, we 
added a blue wash coat to simulate the 
trough of the waves coming into the 
shoreline. 

All of this process was done over several 
days so that each layer was thoroughly 
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dry before we began the next layer.  
Patience is important in this process. 

A paper towel was used to control the amount 
of blue wash applied to the river. 

 
Notice how the grain in the plywood added to 
the impression of flowing water. 

When everything had dried, I started to re-
position the piers, boats, and barges. I 
chose not to paint-in the marine items so I 
could re-position them when I got tired of 
looking at the scene. The same goes for not 
using a resin water product.  

All of this allows me total flexibility in 
creating different scenes in the river.  The 
river is always there wherever I chose to 
place my models in it. 

 

Roger has begun to place the piers, boats and 
barges on the river surface. The scene is 
beginning to look real. 

 

 

Two close-up shots on Roger’s models on the 
river. Notice the subtle wave action. 
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We did paint in the piers and their pilings 
to simulate either barnacles or white water 
crashing into them. 

Notice the barnacles and the froth of white 
water along the pilings where they disappear 
into the river. 

 

Another shot of some of Roger’s authentic- 
looking models of structures and equipment 
found along the river.   

I was very pleased with how my river 
turned-out, and I was very blessed to have 
a neighbor who could help me add so 
much realism to the project.  I don’t think I 
would have achieved the realism I desired 
without his help. 

 
This shot clearly shows how the grain pattern 
of the plywood helps to simulate ripples. 

 

Here is another view of the car float area 
showing the backwash of the waves hitting 
the sea walls.  

I hope you didn’t get too wet coming with 
me to the River, and that this article helps 
you with your modeling efforts. The next 
article will discuss adding details, some of 
the problems encountered with the 
commercial products, and my lack of 
knowledge in taking-on such a large 
project. The project took almost two weeks 
to complete, but I think the result shows it 
was worth the effort.		
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check, or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany. This 310-page, hard 
cover volume includes: 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes: 428 pages, hard cover, and 
672 illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. 
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.)  Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 

	
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	Steam	Locomotive	Books	
	



	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2016 53	

 

Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS. 
The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

If you want one or several of these, you should order now!! 

We Now Expect These to Be Delivered in late 2016.  TrueLine Trains 
Production is Moving and We Are Very Encouraged That They Will Deliver in 

2016. 

Send an email with your name, address, phone number, and email address to: 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Article by Dave Mackay       Photos by Dave except as noted 
The genesis of this adventure has a nearly 
50-year history.  Let me take you back to 
the seed that took this long to see fruition. 
    
It was 1966, and I was in the sixth grade.  
Coming into class one morning, someone 
had posted the morning's newspaper 
headline article on the current event 
board, which was a train wreck in 
Dumont, NJ.  A wreck on my River 
Division!  I couldn't wait for school to be 
over so I could check it out.  It was off to 
the wreck site. 

Dumont Tower, the site of the 1966 wreck.  
The tower foundation is on the left front.  

By the time I got there, a temporary “shoo-
fly” track had been installed, and service 
resumed.  It seems that a Flexi-Van 
container had spun on the spine car's 
turntable, as it wasn't locked.  The 
spinning container caught the remaining 
foundation of DU Tower and put quite a 
few cars on the ground. 
    
The question of, “What was that 
foundation from?” surfaced in my mind 
and stayed there. 
    
Fast forward to the building of my current 
layout, starting about ten years ago.  What 

to model?  As a die-hard New York 
Central guy, having grown up on the 
River Division in Bergenfield, NJ, it would 
be the period with the Passenger Service.  I 
didn't remember it, but it intrigued me.  I 
found out that Dumont, NJ was the 
terminus of the short-turn Commuter 
Service, and it had a layover yard.  So that 
was what the Tower was for!  I wondered 
what that all looked like.  I searched every 
map I could find, but there wasn't much 
information about the track layout.  I put 
the question on the Internet and got a 
reply from our President, Rich Stoving.  
He sent me the track map, and it was off to 
the races!  I also heard from the late Kevin 
Cunningham, who sent me a photo CD, 
which was fabulous!  Photo after photo 
put it all together for me.  I started 
construction, and it all went quite well, 
except I needed that tower.   
   

I decided to attend my first NYCSHS 
Convention, which was in Albany, NY.  
There I was able to meet and thank Rich 
for his help.  He asked if I might be 
interested in participating in the Society.  
My answer was, of course, yes.  A 
modeling committee was being formed, 
would I agree to be a member? Again, a 
yes.   

One of the first tasks on the Committee 
was to figure out what we could do for our 
members. I began a search for New York 
Central structures.  What I found wasn't 
much, but it was NYC.  Laser-Art 
produced a kit of the Woodard Station, 
which was the style quite common on the 
“Lines East” of the railroad. 



Developing a Model for the NYCSHS	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2016 55	

Woodard, NY station HO-scale kit produced 
by Branchline Trains, now sold by Walthers.	

The Rosendale, NY station on the Wallkill 
Valley Branch line is a close match to the 
Woodard Station kit above. 

There was also a Big Four Freight House 
made by American Model Builders. 

American Model Builders Big Four Freight 
House makes up into a nice model. 

Alexander Models has a model of the 
Caledonia, MI Freight Station, originally 
built for the Grand Valley Railroad. 
 

 
Alexander Scale Models Freight Station 
I also found Mullet River Model Works, 
who had a Crossing Watchman's Shanty. 
These were quite common, and well done. 

The Mullet River Model Works watchman’s 
shanty is a very nice model and easy to build. 

Finally, Model Memories has Lines East 
Signal Bridges in several versions.

  
Two examples of Model Memories signal 
bridges. 
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Certainly this wasn't much to start a 
modeling effort with, so, what to do next?  
At this time, the Society was fortunate to 
receive a donation from the Danbury 
Railway Museum of New York Central 
and Hudson River Rail Road Structure 
Drawings. What a gift! Our architect 
member, Manuel Duran-Duran proposed 
creating a kit of the Standard Section 
House. That looked like a great start, as 
they were all over the railroad.  He was 
quite successful with that and we have 
sold over 100 so far. (They are available in 
our Society Store, Collinwood Shop, at 
www.NYCSHS.net). 

I started to make sketches of the Dumont 
Tower, SS DU so I could work out 
dimensions.  

 

 
 
To get a basis for the dimensions required, 

I made a trip to the remains of the tower to 
get some actual numbers. 
 

As you can see the foundation partially 
remains and there was enough for Dave to get 
the basic dimensions. 

Now I had real numbers to work with.  I 
even measured the bricks, so I could use 
them in my calculations.  I also put a call 
out to the Modeling Committee and got 
back more photos. 

  

SS 90 Stuyvesant                  SS SK Selkirk 
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SS 7 Carman connecting the Mohawk Division 

and West Shore 
 

     

 SS 11 Hoffmans             SS 6 Jordon, NY   

 

SS 33 Chili Junction 

 

SS 42 Corfu 

 

SS 25 Rochester, NY 

 

SS BV Bayview 

 



Developing a Model for the NYCSHS	
	

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2016 58	

 

SS TU Weeehawken, NJ 

 

SS 30 Utica, NY 

 

SS 31 Rochester, NY 

I also received a packet of paperwork Rich 
Stoving had from William R. Mischler. It 
had a collection of photocopied photos, 
drawings, and sketches.  I was able to 
figure out the length and width of things 
from the DU foundation, but the vertical 
was tough, as it wasn't there anymore.  

Then I checked through Mr. Mischler's 
paperwork.  WOW!  Vertical Dimensions!  
Now I could make some drawings.   
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These drawings helped Dave by providing all 
of the necessary dimensions for the towers. 
 
Now I had something to sell to a 
manufacturer. I had met the fellows from 
CH&R at the Albany Convention I 
attended, and they had a kit of the 
Mechanicsville tower on the B&M. 

Mechanicsville Tower to be produced by 
CH&R.  They even built this prototype but 
then went out of business before they could 
deliver. 

Look familiar?  I thought so, so I asked 
them to partner with us.  I sent them my 
drawings, and they offered to make the 
kits for us.  They quoted me a price, and I 
was ready to go to the Board for approval.  
I made my pitch, and the Board approved.  
We announced the kit in our Collinwood 
Shop and started to take reservations.  
That was 2013.  This is 2015, and inquiring 

minds wanted to know where the kits 
were.  I reached out to CH&R and found 
out that they were having personal 
difficulties, and the modeling efforts were 
at a standstill.  We agreed to cease the 
attempt going forward.  Now what to do?   
I needed a brick tower company, but 
where could I find one?  I went and looked 
at all the products in our store and what 
those companies offered in their lines.  N 
Scale Architect was doing a wooden tower 
for us and had a brick B&M Tower in their 
line.  Russ Kaufman of N Scale Architect 
agreed to give me a brick tower kit to 
evaluate their product.  All I had to do is 
put was it together and decide.   

	

The prototype for the Johnsonville Tower kit 
is located in Johnsonville, NY at the former 
junction of the Boston and Maine Railroad’s 
(B & M’s) East-West Mainline and its Troy, 
NY Branch. Dave constructed this tower and 
decided to go with The N Scale Architect for 
the production of the NYCSHS tower kit. 

It was a bit of work, as I wasn't used to this 
level of kit.  I took my time, and followed 
the instructions, (a very good idea!) and 
was quite pleased with the outcome.  I 
learned some new techniques that will 
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serve me very well the next time.  Would 
they be interested in creating a kit for us?  
Yes, they would, what do we have in the 
way of information?  That was easy. I re-
assembled my previous packet with a few 
additions. I was able to find out that the 
rear of the DU tower had two windows 
just in from the corners.  There had to be a 
chimney for the coal boiler, as well in the 
back (TU had one).  Off the information 
went.  We got back a proposal for 100 kits.  
The math worked, and the go-ahead was 
once more given.  A few emails of proofs 
of the laser drawings and other details and 
we were in the prototype of the model 
phase. 

 

These towers were a fixture at Interlockings 
such as River Division: WE, DU, SK; Hudson 
Division: 90, SM; Mohawk Division: 7, 11, RJ; 
Syracuse: 6, 18, 25, 33, 42; Erie: BV.  The kit is a 
very complete reproduction of those towers. 

I was asked to proof the instructions, as I 
had done the previous kit, and was the 
lead on the project.  A few minor typos 
were fixed, and production has started.  In 
order to fill in the history of these towers, I 
was asked to put together a brief historical 
summary.   

 

 

These are generic 13 window trackside kits 
with laser cut vinyl brickwork and fiber mat 
board concrete sections. 

By this time, I had quite a list of these 
towers.  In reviewing their history, I was 
able to put together an idea of their 
history.  The following is what I have been 
able to gather. 
 
The New York Central called Interlocking 
Towers “Signal Stations”, in their 
timetables and station lists. Some were 
labeled based on an abbreviation of their 
location, and others were chronologically 
numbered from earlier “Signal Stations” 
that they replaced. 
     
After World War I, the New York Central 
instituted an improvement program in 
many areas of New York and New Jersey, 
which resulted in the construction of many 
new towers. 
    
Among these projects was the construction 
of the Castleton Cut-Off in 1924. This 
connected the River Division, the Hudson 
Division, and the Boston & Albany to the 
Mohawk Division via the West Shore, 
bypassing Albany and its westbound 
grade. That project added SS 90 
(Stuyvesant) on the Hudson Division at 
the branch to the Alfred Smith Bridge, SS 
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SM (Smith) at the junction of the B&A 
branch and the Hudson Division Branch, 
and SS SK (Selkirk) where the River 
Division met the new line on its way to 
Selkirk yard.  Continuing west after 
leaving Selkirk, the new towers were SS 
RJ, (Rotterdam Junction) connecting the 
B&M to the West Shore, SS 7 (Carman), 
connecting the Mohawk Division to the 
West Shore, and SS11 (Hoffmans) 
connecting westbound traffic to the 
Mohawk Division. 
    
1927 saw the River Division get a fourth 
track from Weehawken tunnel to Dumont, 
NJ. That addition required adding four 
more towers for the interlockings at TU 
(Weehawken), WE (North Bergen), FY 
(Little Ferry), and DU (Dumont). 
    
The addition of a fourth track on the 
Hudson Division in 1929 between 
Garrison and Beacon resulted in a new 
Signal Station at the New Haven 
interchange at SS 50 (Beacon). 
    
Utica had new towers installed at both 
ends in this decade, resulting in SS 30 and 
SS 31, SS 25 (Rochester), and SS 18 
(Palmyra) received new towers as well as 
SS 33 (Chili Jct.), SS 42 (Corfu), and, on the 
Erie Division, SS BV at Bayview. 
    
Some of these towers were in the middle 
of nowhere. Lacking the utilities to power 
the interlocking, they were manually or 
“Armstrong” operated. This required 
multiple rods, pipes, and links running out 
of the front of the concrete wall to the 
switch points, locks, and signals. The 
“city” SS towers were electric. 
Weehawken, North Bergen, Little Ferry, 
Utica, Rochester, and Bayview come to 

mind. 
These towers were as modern as the NYC 
went, as the pre-WWI towers were all 
wood. This design had a concrete floor 
and knee walls, and was brick to the 
second floor windowsills. They had 
central heat, with cast iron radiators on the 
operator level (toilet also), with a coal-
fired boiler on the lower level. The coal 
filler (a small metal hatch or a pair of 
wooden doors) was in the trackside wall 
between the stairs and the first window. 
     
Only one of these remains, (SS 30) but it 
isn't operational any longer. 

  
 
The kits are available in the Collinwood Shop 
in both HO- and N-scale versions. 
(www.NYCSHS.net) 

The kit reflects what I call the “left hand” 
version of these towers. The stairs are on 
the left side when looking at the building 
from the tracks.  There were a few 
“reverse” towers that had the stairs on the 
right side.  The original thought was to 
offer the kit that could be built in both 
versions, but the more we got into the wall 
and window construction, the more 
difficult this became.  The same thing 
occurred with the option of having a bay 
window.  As only a few of these towers 
were different, the decision was made to 
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go for the most “common” elements, to 
cover the most locations. Otherwise, we 
probably would have not been able to get 
a kit finished that could be affordable. 
Larry Faulkner of the New York Central 
System Historical Society Modeling 
Committee will be trying to do an article 
on converting the tower from left hand to 
right hand. Maybe one of you brave souls 
will do an article on adding a bay window! 
    
This has been a 50-year quest for me. I 
expect the kits to be delivered by the time 
you read this. I want to thank the 
modelers of the New York Central, and the 
New York Central System Historical 
Society Board of Directors for fulfilling my 
dream!   

 

Anderson, IN turntable in the late 1950s. 
NYCSHS Collection. 

 

 

The NYCSHS Archives Needs 
Your Help 

If you live in the Cleveland area, the 
NYCSHS archive committee needs some 
help over the next couple of months. This 
is not heavy work, but we can use the 
help. (Packing is now complete.) 

If you are willing to spend a few 
days/evenings/weekends helping us 
organize some of this material, please 
contact us. 

We have needs for both short-term (July) 
and long-term help. This is a great 
opportunity to get more involved with our 
wonderful organization.  You will be 
joining our great NYCSHS archive team, 
and help us accomplish some important 
work for the Society. 

If you are willing to volunteer for either 
short-term or long-term help, send an 
email to NYCSHS@verizon.net or call Noel 
at 703-407-3059 and we will explain all of 
the details of what is involved.   
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Article by Seth Lakin Photos provided by Seth 
The New York Central is not known for 
owing NYC tank cars although it certainly 
hauled a great number of them throughout 
its long history. 

Prototype 

During the transition era when steam 
locomotives were being replaced with 
diesel locomotives, the infrastructure was 
not in place to transport to and store fuel 
at every locomotive terminal.  Railroads 
through the county purchased small fleets 
of tank cars to transport diesel fuel to 
terminals throughout their systems, the 
New York Central included.  These cars 
could be seen transporting fuel from 
refineries to the locomotive fueling areas 
and then storing the fuel until needed by 
locomotives.    

 

Builders photo of NYC 16017 NYCSHS 
Collection. 

With fusion welding techniques advancing 
during World War II in shipbuilding and 
other military hardware construction, 
these advancements were applied to 
industries throughout the nation in the 
post war years.  Freight car construction 
was one that took full advantage of 
welded construction.  While some boxcar 
designs retained riveted sides, almost all 
tank cars built after the war were of all 

welded construction.  Gone were the tank 
cars with thousands of rivets circulating 
the tank body replaced with clean welded 
lines  

The New York Central purchased a fleet of 
50 all welded tank cars from General 
American that were delivered in late 1952 
and early 1953.  These cars were dedicated 
to the transport and storage of diesel fuel 
at locomotive terminals throughout the 
NYC system.  These cars were numbered 
NYC 16000-16049 and were given lot 
number 831 in the NYC’s lot number 
classification system.  One interesting note 
is that this lot was not given a letter 
behind the number unlike all other lots.  
These tank cars were 43-foot, two-inches 
between strikers with a 12,500 tank.  

Diagram showing overall dimensions if the lot 
831 tank car. NYCSHS collection. 

Former New York Central Chief 
Mechanical Officer Rolling Stock John 
Reehling wrote in the 3rd quarter 2008 
Central Headlight. These were Specification 
ICC 103W, 50-ton cars. They were 
designed for bottom unloading only.  
Light weight was/is 50,100 pounds with a 
capacity of 110,000 pounds.  There was no 
load limit stencil as I recall.  ICC/DOT 
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103W type cars all have a dome on which 
the safety valves and any other items may 
be mounted.” 

Life beyond the NYC: 

Forty-eight of the 50 cars remained on the 
roster at the time of the merger with the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in 1968.  Cars NYC 
16020 and 16029 were removed from the 
roster between 1963 and 1966.  The 
remaining cars were assigned numbers PC 
799900-PC 799947; however, only seven 
cars were actually renumbered.  The 
remainder of the cars retained their as 
built NYC numbers.  

Upon the formation of Conrail in 1976, the 
seven PC cars were assigned Conrail 
numbers but the NYC cars were not.  The 
Penn Central numbered cars were 
assigned the same numbers under the 
Contrail plan, but it is highly unlikely that 
any were renumbered.  All 47 remaining 
cars were transferred to Conrail’s non-
revenue roster and do not show up in 
Official Railway Equipment Register 
entries past the April 1978 issue.  

 

NYC 10639 now resides in the National New 
York Central Museum in Elkhart IN. Photo by 
Ryan Kertis 9-16-2007. 

On the Conrail non-revenue roster all the 
cars were numbered between CR 70807 
and CR 70854.  In a 1986 Conrail non-
revenue car listing, 40 of the cars are still 
on the roster. One of these cars is still 
wearing its original NYC number.  Thirty-
three-year old NYC 16024 was still 
wearing its as-built number 18 years after 
the NYC ceased to exist.  

Today at least one car survives in a 
museum.  Originally numbered New York 
Central 10639, it was renumbered to Penn 
Central 799937, then assigned Conrail 
700037 but not renumbered.  Then it 
would be numbered to Conrail 70852 
when transferred to the maintenance of 
way roster.  It would be donated to the 
National New York Central Railroad 
Museum in Elkhart, IN in 2006, where it is 
today.  

 

Lettering diagram for the NYC lot 831 diesel 
tank cars. NYCSHS Collection. 
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Dan Howard’s “NYC and NH in the Shadows of the Taconics” 

 
Dan models a “what if?” scenario of two bustling branch lines in eastern Columbia and Dutchess 
Counties in New York.  (4th Qtr. 2016 issue.) 

 
 

David Howarth has made some real progress with his layout and 
we will see what he has done. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David has been 
hard at work 
on his layout 
down in 
Australia. 
Hopefully, we 
will hear about 
the progress he 
has obviously 
made over the 
last few 
months since 
his last update. 
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Bob Shaw returns with another of his unique modeling projects. 

 
Bob loves to find inexpensive “junk” to create some good-looking cars and this hopper is an example 
he will tell us about in the next issue.  Bob has also been helping out with some of the proof editing 
for the NYCentral Modeler using some of his extensive past editorial experience. 
 

Michael Pearce’s test build of a NYC Tug 

 
Michael is a hobby shop owner in the UK, and they have been experimenting with some potential N-
scale models to sell.  This is an example of one of the early test versions.  We hope to have some 
more information and photos for our 4th Qtr. 2016 edition.  Stay tuned. 
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 

Tell us what you think this piece of equipment might be. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

Another of the wonderful ads for locomotives from the 1950s 
 

 
We found some advertisements for Fairbanks-Morse diesel locomotives and thought we would share 
them with you.  One of the many companies that the NYC purchased some of its many locomotives 
from as it scrambled to convert from steam to diesel electric power. 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements & Posters 

                   

These ads and posters were used by the NYC to let people know about their excellent service to 
passengers. Many manufacturers of railroad equipment also used the NYC in their ads during this 
time period. These two posters are by Leslie Ragan who created many posters for the NYC. 

    

 These two ads are from the Mike Vescelus Collection taken from Four Track News. They advertise 
the Lake Shore and Boston & Albany from another time.  Don’t forget that the 2017 Convention will 

be in the B&A area.  Look for more information on page 26. 
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I will continue this section to show what is now available in the Collinwood Shop. 
www.NYCSHS.net	You can see that we have added a large number of new models since the 
last issue. There are also still a few of your favorites left from those we listed before. Watch 
for upcoming new models.	

Bluford Shops 36’ USRA 2-Bay Hoppers 

NYC & CCC&StL 

   

Bluford Shops 3-Bay B&A Offset Side Hopper 

B&A & P&LE 

   

To order:  http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bluford-Shops-N-Scale_c_74.html 

 

Final	Thoughts	
By	Noel	Widdifield	
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NYC Marine Division Equipment

 

One of the many marine HO- & O-scale models available in 
the Collinwood Shop. 

To Order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/NYC-Marine-Department-Models_c_100.html  

New York Central Signals Department DVD 

 

  NYCS Signal Department Standards & Diagrams 1965, NYCS Rules of the Operating 
Department 1937, and Color – Light Signals General Railway Signal (GRS). A complete 
collection of pages from the NYCS Signals Department publication and extracts from other 
relevant publications covering most aspects of the signals used by the NYCS. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-DVDs_c_17.htm 
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The N Scale Architect 
B&A SS 65 Tower 
 

 

HO- & N-Scale  

The N Scale Architect 
NYC Lines East Brick 

Tower 
 

 
           HO- & N-Scale 

 
To order any of the N Scale Architect kits: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-N-Scale-

Architect-HO--N-Scale_c_89.html 
 
 

Rail Graphics HO-Scale NYC Bay Window Caboose Decals 

 
 

These decals have been produced by Rail Graphs to NYCSHS specifications to letter bay window 
caboose kits and are available for purchase as separate items here in the store.  One set will letter 
and number two cabooses. 
 
MSRP $5.00 each. Non-members $4.50  NYCSHS Members $3.50 and that is a 25% discount. Free 
shipping but Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

 
To Order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Decals-HO-Scale_c_98.html  
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HO-Scale 
Accurail P&LE (NYC) 55-Ton Panel Side Hoppers 

 

  

 
Gothic or Roman Lettering 

 
To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Accurail-HO-Scale_c_70.html 

 
Rapido HO-Scale NYC RDCs 

 

 
 

Rapido N-Scale  NYC 73'6" Baggage/Express Car 

 
Order	here:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Rapido-Trains-Inc-HO--N-Scale_c_88.html	
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O-Scale 

MTH	Imperial	O-Gauge	3-Rail	NYC	EMD	
SD70ACe	

 
	

	

MTH	Premier	4-6-4	Empire	State	Express	

 
And many more MTH locomotives and 

rolling stock 
Click here: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/MTH-Electric-Trains-O-Scale_c_71.html 
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BLI HO-Scale NYC Baldwin RF-16 Sharknose 
A/B Set – A-Unit or B-Unit 
(Lightning Stripes) Sound/DC/DCC	

	

	
To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Broadway-Limited-HO-Scale_c_86.html  

Atlas N-Scale BLW NYC VO-1000 (DC or 
DCC)	

 
Lots of other Atlas N-Scale locos and rolling stock 

also available 

To	order:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Atlas-N-Scale_c_66.html	 
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New Book 

 

Railroad Town Jackson, Michigan is a pictorial history of the railroads in Jackson County, MI, 
beginning with the arrival of the first train in the City of Jackson in December 1841 right up 
to the present.  It contains an excellent history of the railroads found in this important 
railroad city and has numerous photos of NYCS action.  It includes a few pages on the Penn 
Central, Grand Trunk Western, Amtrak, Conrail, and Norfolk Southern, but the majority of 
the book has great information and photos of the NYCS.  This is a great book for anyone 
interested in the NYCS in the Midwest. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Railroad-Town--Jackson-Michigan_p_765.html 
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MTH Premier NYC 40' USRA Single Sheathed Boxcar	
	

 

You will find lots of other Atlas O-Scale Locos and 
Rolling Stock Here Too. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/MTH-Electric-Trains-O-Scale_c_71.html 

WrightTrak HO-Scale Transfer Caboose Kits 

 

 
Features: Detailed molded resin parts with brass detail parts. Kits include trucks but do not 
come with wheels or couplers so builder can provide their choice of each.  These are 
unpainted and do not include decals.  Cigar band decals are available from Micro Scale 
NYC oval decals are available from this store. 
To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Wright-Trak-HO-Scale_c_85.html  
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New York Central System Diesel Locomotives 
(DVD Version) 

 
By William D. Edson with H.L. Vail, Jr. and C.M. Smith 

Published by the NYCSHS in 1978 and Re-Issued in 1995 
 

Now Available for the First Time in a Digital Version 
 

This DVD provides a complete reference volume for all of the diesel locomotives owned and 
operated by the NYCS until February 1968, the effective date of the Penn Central merger.  It 
contains diagrams, photos, complete rosters, and related material on each of these 
locomotives.  It is an invaluable reference for historians, modelers, and fans.  Now in digital 
form, it allows the owner to view all of the information about these locomotives on a 
computer and allows the downloading of important reference material about each 
locomotive. 
MSRP $35.00  NYCSHS Members' Price $27.00 and that is 20% 
off MSRP. 
 
Shipping is free and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To order: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Engineering-Drawing-CDs-
DVDs_c_17.html 
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Walthers HO-Scale Branchline Trains NYC Woodard Station Kit 

 
Based on a New York Central station in Woodard, NY, this classic small-town depot is complete 
with a waiting room, baggage room, and bay windows. Kit features laser-cut wood components, 

peel-and-stick trim, appropriate signs, and a resin chimney.  

 
This is a drawing from the NYCSHS collection depicting the station that this model was based upon.  

Each station had slightly different configurations based upon needs.  The model can be modified to 
represent several stations on the NYC lines east portion of the railroad. 

Order at: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Walthers-HO-Scale_c_99.html 
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NYCSHS Exclusive Models 

    

HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
(TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 
True Line Trains just informed us that these are the next models they will produce. They 
now expect to make them available sometime in 2016. You can always see the latest status 
of these models and all of the models we are offering by going to our website and looking 
under the “Modeling Resources” tab and the pull-down menu there to “Model Shipping 
Schedule”.  http://nycshs.org/model-shipping-schedule/ 
 

 
TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Section House Kit 

 
 

This section house was the mainstay of track maintenance for many decades on railroads. The NYC 
placed their unique structures every few miles on the right of way so crews had ready access to tools 
and supplies. Also, a speeder was stored there so the track gang could move easily up and down their 
assigned stretch of track.  This is an exclusive NYCSHS model.             
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	
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TrainMaster, LLC HO-Scale NYC Trackside Structures Kit 

 
Track maintenance and safety were a priority for the NYC.  To keep on top of both took manpower 
and resources. To aid this effort, the railroad placed their standard, 12’ x 18’ section house every few 
miles for the track gang.  Plus, they used 2 different styles of privies (pit latrines) for the inevitable 
call of Mother Nature. The switch cabin provided some shelter for the trackmen. This kit was 
designed and produced in conjunction with the NYCS Historical Society.  You will be proud to place 
these buildings on the high iron and secondary lines around your pike. 
Order at:	http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/The-TrainMaster-Structure-Kits-HO-Scale_c_83.html	

 
Trains Magazine 20th Century Limited DVD 

 
If you want to see what one of the most famous passenger trains in America was like, here it is!  The 
year 2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the end of the 20th Century Limited, one of the most 
 famous passenger trains in America. This New York-Chicago train was the way to travel between 
the America's two largest and most important cities in the first half of the 20th Century. The train is 
well known in many cultural aspects including being the route for celebrities, and it was one of the 
originators of walking the red carpet.  
 
Order at: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Trains-Magazine-20th-Century-Limited-DVD_p_776.html 
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Walthers HO-Scale Budd Passenger Cars 
 

 
 

We have made an arrangement with Walthers to become one of their dealers.  You can expect to see 
many more NYC models from them in our store. 

 
 

Order at: http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Walthers-HO-Scale_c_99.html 
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Some more information on our recent survey from Noel 
We recently sent out a request for responses to our fourth NYCSHS Modelers’ survey, and we got a very 
good response.  I want to share some of what we heard back from you as a preview for a more detailed 
report later this summer. 

Out of the almost 1,400 NYCS fans and Society members who received the survey, about 350 of you 
responded.  This is pretty consistent with the numbers who have responded to our previous surveys and 
a much higher response than obtained by most surveys.  For that, we thank all of you who took the time 
to respond to the survey.  

Of those responding, 83.23% model the NYCS.  As to the scale you model in: 72% HO, 12% in O 3-rail, 8% 
in O 2-rail, 11% in N, 5% in S, 4.5% in Large Scale, 2.5% in live steam and 4% in a mix of responses that 
mostly consisted of not modeling. 

A little over 60% have a layout, 15% don’t but 25% plan to build one someday.  Of our modeling fans, 
84.5% are modelers, 58.5% are fans, and 42% are collectors.  About 200 of you purchased some of the 
models offered in the Collinwood Shop, with about half responding saying they had pre-ordered the 
TrueLine Trains 19000 caboose. Of those responding 72% liked the model offerings we have put out, 7% 
thought they were OK, and 2% were not pleased.  Of the respondents 45% liked ready-to-run models, 
38% wanted simple construction, and 17% wanted expert construction models.  

For freight cars, 39% are willing to pay $30 and up for them, 45% are willing to pay $20 - $30, and 16% 
would like them priced $15 - $20. Of those interested in freight cars, 32% said they would like to buy three 
to four cars, 22% said two cars, 15% said 5 – 10 cars, 22% said two cars, and 5.5% said more than 10 cars 
this coming year.  

For passenger cars, 34% plan to purchase 3 - 4 cars, 27% two cars, 17% a single car, 17% 5 – 10 cars and 5% 
more than ten cars. 

In terms of types of locomotives respondents are interested in buying, 68% say steam, 50.5% want diesels, 
and 24% prefer electrics. Also, 52% want DCC with sound, 30% DC, and 19% DCC without sound. 

The question asking the type of structures sought, 57% want a passenger station, 46% want a freight 
station, 40% want steam loco service facilities, 27% want a tool shed, and 25% want diesel servicing 
facilities.  Another 20% offered many specific structures they wished to have. 

Fifty-one percent model 1940 – 1955, 24% 1955 – 1968, 7% 1920 – 1940, 2% 1900 – 1920, and .5% 1800s. The 
respondents model the following predecessor NYCS railroads: B&A – 34%, Big Four 28%, P&LE 26.5%, 
NYC&HRRR 26.5%, MCRR 21.5%, T&OC 12%, and LS&MS 10.5%, with 22% modeling a variety of other 
NYCS & non-NYCS railroads. 

Of special interest to us was the age range of the respondents.: 60 – 70 (40.5%), 70 – 80 (32.5%), 50 – 60 
(15%), 40 – 50 (6%), over 80 (3.3%), 20 – 30 (1%) and one person under 20.  This indicates that our 
members who model are younger than in previous surveys.  Always a good thing in an organization like 
ours. Of those responding, 98% were NYCSHS members. 

Watch for a MailChimp email with more details on this survey shortly and a big thanks for those who 
responded. 

Of course, you can always send me an email with your thoughts and suggestions to 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net             Noel 
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Last week I mailed a personal letter to each member of our organization with some wonderful news.   
For the first time in its 46-year history, the NYCSHS has a permanent home!   
 
After many years of effort, we have found a suitable location at an attractive cost level that will allow 
the Society better to reflect the great heritage of the New York Central System.  The property consists 
of 3,000 square feet of open, carpeted office space, is climate controlled, and is situated in a desirable 
Cleveland, Ohio area.   
 
How will this permanent home allow the Society to be of greater service to its members and to more 
completely fulfill its mission? 

 
 It will provide a much more secure and appropriate location for our archives. 

 
 It will greatly facilitate our ability to complete the digitization of the many thousands of 

photographs currently held in our archives, making possible member access to all images. 
 
 It will allow the Society to redouble its efforts to generate new products presenting information 

held in our archives. 
 
 It will allow member access to our archives at regularly scheduled hours as well as by private 

appointment. 
 
 It will provide a welcoming environment for visitors and potential members.  

 
It is the hope of our directors that all these benefits can be provided quickly.  However, much needs to 
be done to create an efficient and attractive environment.  Within the facility, we plan to include a 
pleasant reception area, a small operating model railroad, a model display area, an appropriate area for 
member research, a small artifact museum, and a security area.  
 
To accomplish all of this, we need your help.  With a goal of $50,000, we announce an exciting Flight 
of the Century Fund.  
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An imaginary 20th Century Limited will travel from New York City to Chicago, arriving at La Salle 
Street Station when the goal is achieved.   Periodically, as contributions arrive, we will announce No. 
25’s westward progress.   
 
Any amount that you can provide to keep our metaphorical Century rolling will be gratefully accepted, 
but donors contributing to any of the following categories will be honored with special listings to be 
published in a future issue of Central Headlight. 

 
American Standard $25.00 
Mogul  $50.00 
Ten Wheeler $75.00 
Consolidation $100.00 
Mikado  $250.00 
Pacific  $500.00 
Berkshire $750.00 
Hudson  $1,000.00 
Mohawk $2,500.00 * 
Niagara  $5,000.00 ** 
 

How much might you give?  In answer, I would suggest that you give until it hurts.  This is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for you to make a lasting contribution that will help to perpetuate the memory of 
the mighty New York Central System.  And remember, the NYCSHS is a Section 501.c.(3) 
organization, so your donation is tax deductible under IRS regulations, depending, of course, on your 
personal situation.  Further, if you work for or are retired from a company that offers matching 
contributions, please investigate to determine if your contribution can be matched by your company.  
We will be pleased to assist you in identifying and completing the necessary forms for a funds match. 

 
Please make your check or money order payable to NYCSHS and write Flight of the Century in the 
memo box or line.   Mail to:                  Noel F. Widdifield, Treasurer 
   P.O. Box 328 

                 Shady Side, MD 20764 
 
You can also make a donation through our on-line Collinwood Shop.  Go to www.nycshs.net and sign 
in.  Then drop down and click on the “Flight of the Century” category.  Move over and click on the 
“Flight of the Century Campaign Donation” item.  Follow the instructions to check out and donate.  
Donations can be made by check, money order, credit card or PayPal. 
 
Your support of the NYCSHS has never been more important than it is now.  Please join with your 
fellow members in making a substantial contribution that will enable us to complete a permanent home 
befitting the great railroad system we so dearly remember.  
 

Yours for a growing NYCSHS,   
     

  
            President 
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*   Donors contributing at the $2,500 level will receive a full-size replica of a Mohawk headlight shelf 

number plate with NYCS oval, cast in aluminum.  Six authentic numbers are available. 
 
** Donors contributing at the $5,000 level or over will receive a full-size replica of a Niagara number 

plate with NYC oval, cast in aluminum. Three authentic numbers are available.  
 
 

 




