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Ed Enyedy loves Victorian architecture 

 

Ed Enyedy is building a HO-scale layout that will 
feature many of his cherished Victorian style 
buildings.    Page 62. 

Painting a 1/29-scale NYC E-8A 

 

Jeffrey Damerst custom paints a NYC E-8A for 
NYCSHS member, Ray Bottles. Page 58. 

 

 

 

1 st Quarter 2015 
Volume 5  Number 1 NYCSHS Modeler’s E-zine 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

Check   out   the  NYCentral  Modeler   features,   “From  The  New  
York   Central   Engineering   Department”   by   Manuel   Duran-‐‑
Duran.    The  “Harmon  Files”  by  Larry  Faulkner  takes  a  small  
break   and   we   feature   a   new   department,   “The   Early   Car  
Shop”,  by  Kyle  Coble  in  this  issue.  Page  47.  

  

The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing  information  about  modeling  of  the  railroad   in  
all   scales.   This   issue   features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC-‐‑related   models   and  
layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  help  members  improve  their  ability  to  model  
the  New  York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  Contact  us  about  doing  an  article  for  
us.  mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical  Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four  
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed    

Central  Headlight,   the   official  
publication   of   the  NYCSHS.  
The  Central  Headlight   is  only  
available   to   members,   and  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information   each   quarter.  
From   steam   to   diesel   (and  
electric),   from   freight   to  
passenger,   from   branchline  
to   mainline,   the   Central  
Headlight   covers   it   all.   Our  
Annual   Meetings   focus   on  
the   preservation   of   New  
York  Central  railroad  history  
with   informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  www.nycshs.net  

  
Board  of  Directors  

R.J.  Barrett,  A.F.  Biehler,  Jr.,    
J.  Epperson,  T.R.  Gerbracht,    
S.H.  Lustig,  D.T.  Mackay,    
R.C.  Schiring,  D.  Simonaitis,  
R.L.  Stoving,  J.C.  Suhs,    
N.F.  Widdifield  
  
Directors  Emeriti:  P.  T.  Carver,  
J.W.  Mills,  J.P.  Quinlivan  
(Founder)  

Editor:                                        Noel  Widdifield  
Asst.  Editors:     Tom  Bailey  

      John  Martin  

Proof  Editor:   Julie  Sanders  

Engineering  Dept:    Manuel  
Duran-‐‑Duran  

Harmon  Files:              Larry  Faulkner  

Layout  Drawing  Artist:    
                              Frank  Knight  

The  NYCSHS  Modelers’  Committee  
We  have  a  NYCSHS  Modelers  Committee  that  now  has  15  members.    We  meet  on  the  phone  about  
once  a  month  to  strategize  about  what  to  do  to  support  NYC  modeling  for  our  members.  
The  members  of   the   committee   are  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,   Jeff  
English,  Noel  Widdifield,  Dave  Staplin,  Paul  Pickard,  Lawrence  Faulkner,  Manuel  Duran-‐‑Duran,  
Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  Larry  Grant,  and  Rich  Stoving.    
We  have  released  over  ten  models  at  up  to  20%  off  MSRP  to  our  members  and  have  sold  over  1000  
models  and  taken  pre-‐‑orders  for  another  1000.    We  have  released  several  HO-‐‑scale  models,  one  N-‐‑
scale  model,   and  are   in   the  process  of   finding  more  HO-‐‑,  N-‐‑,  S-‐‑,  and  even  O–scale  models   to  be  
released   in   coming  months.     Watch   our   website   and   “Collinwood   Shop”   online   store   for  more  
information.    Website:  NYCSHS.org  and  Collinwood  Shop:  NYCSHS.net  
We  have  released  several  NYC  models  over  the  last  year,  but  if  you  have  some  ideas  for  us,  contact  
us  at  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
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Many years ago a cartoon in Model Railroader 
depicted two railfans in a movie theater.  A 
typical old-time western was playing, and, on 
screen, it appeared that a train heist was about to 
take place.  But the power was a PRR-styled 
electric with her pants up.  “Somehow, I don’t 
think this movie is going to be very realistic,” or 
some such, one railfan said to the other. 

While few of us would consider running a 
Pennsy GG-1 on a western-themed model 
railroad, one might ask where one draws the line 
between accurate and inaccurate.   After all, there 
is no such thing as a model that is 100% accurate.  
The answer, I think, has to be reached by each 
modeler on his or her own terms, and is probably 
tempered by several variables, including, 
importantly, what models might be available in 
the scale in which the modeler has chosen to 
work. 

I model in HO- scale, and can afford to be quite 
choosy when it comes to the rolling stock I run on 
my layout because there is a fairly large supply of 
reasonably accurate HO-scale equipment to fit 
my location and time period.   Modelers working 
in any other scale might find it more difficult to 
locate such a range of reasonably accurate models 
and so might have to settle to use less rolling 
stock or more rolling stock that is less accurate on 
their layouts. 

The New York Central System Historical Society 
recognizes that there is a need to help New York 
Central modelers add more accurate models to 
their layouts or collections, and we are diligently 
responding to this need on a variety of fronts. 

•   We are encouraging model manufacturers to 
offer a greater variety of authentic New York 
Central models, including locomotives, rolling 
stock, line-side items, and structures.  This 
encouragement includes working with 
manufacturers by providing advice, authentic 
drawings, and photographs. 

•  We are endeavoring to identify existing 
models in a variety of scales that are reasonably 
accurate representations of NYC prototypes and 
to make these available through our “Collinwood 
Shop” on-line store with significant discounts to 

NYCSHS members. The store can be accessed at 
www.nycshs.net 

• Our electronic quarterly magazine, NYCentral 
Modeler, focuses on the needs of modelers 
throughout, including many  “how to” and “how 
I did it” articles by modelers who have kit-
bashed or scratch-built accurate NYC models.  
The magazine can be accessed at 
www.nycshs.org. 

•  Our print quarterly magazine, Central 
Headlight, features an abundance of illustrated 
“the way it was” articles to help modelers 
capture the essence of the New York Central 
System on NYC-themed layouts.  Many of these 
articles report on NYCS operating practices and 
are especially helpful to modelers who focus on 
prototypical operations.  

•  We have digitized thousands of NYC official 
drawings, including locomotive and rolling stock 
drawings, structure drawings, and NYC railroad 
valuation maps, and we have made these 
available at nominal cost to modelers as well as 
to the general public. An ongoing program to 
make collections of these available on DVDs is 
among our top priorities. 

•  We are working diligently to catalog the vast 
photograph collection of the NYCSHS so as to be 
able to make images readily available at nominal 
cost to modelers as well as to the general public. 

Taken as a whole, these efforts are reflective of 
the Society’s total commitment to assist modelers 
in making accurate model representations of all 
aspects of the great New York Central System.   
We are always open to suggestions that may help 
us to improve our commitment. 

 

   
If you are not a member, join today. 

http://www.NYCSHS.org

                                                                          Responding  to  the  Need.            By  President  R.  L.  Stoving  
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Many of us have arrived at the season of the year 
when we can focus back on our wonderful hobby 
since doing much outdoors is no longer fun 
because of the cold weather.  It is a time to devote 
to building, running, or collecting our trains. 

It is also a good time of year to think about 
acquiring a few more goodies for our modeling 
habit. If you are like me, it is a good time to 
suggest some gift ideas to our loved ones.  A new 
car or building kit is a lot more welcome than 
another package of t-shirts or underwear. 

It is also a great time to convert some of those 
thoughts about our layout into projects that have 
results.  My layouts are pretty much finished, but I 
use the winter months to upgrade some of the 
parts of the layout I am not totally happy about.  I 
also always build a few kits.  This year I have 
completed a combine and a caboose over the last 
two months.  There is nothing like the satisfaction 
of looking at something you have completed. 

As I look at the many models we have for sale in 
the Collinwood Shop, I almost wish that I modeled 
in a scale other than Large Scale.  There are so 
many wonderful models out there, both ready-to-
run and kits in Z-, N-, S-, HO- and O-scales. 

I hope that each of you will devote some time to 
modeling this winter.  It only takes a few hours a 
week to really move that layout or collection along. 

And also please send me your articles, comments, 
and/or corrections. NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We need articles for scales in addition to HO.  
We have published articles in Z, S, N, HO, O, 
1/29-, and 1/32- scales. We do need articles in 
all scales but could use more non-HO articles. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@pdt.net                                                                                          NYCSHS  Books:  NYCSHS  Book  Collection  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                                  NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com                        NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay  mackdave@optimum.net  

  

  

From the Cab  
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Kyle Coble     1898 Big Four Gondola              Page 47 
 

 

 

 

John Dick   Modeling the Sells Floto Circus in HO-Scale   Page 40 

 

 
Steve Bratina    A Tender Tale      Page 67 
 

 

This is Kyle’s third article for the NYCentral Modeler, and he continues his 
interest in the Big Four railroad.  His previous articles were on building a 
Big Four rolling stock and 3-D printing.  With this edition Kyle begins a 
periodic series call “The Early Car Shop” where he will explore the early 
rolling stock of the New York Central and its subsidiaries.  We will be 
exposed to some history and see some of Kyle’s modeling skills.	  

 

John is a retired personnel administrator from a General Motors Parts 
Division and currently manages Maplewood Cemetery in Anderson, 
IN. John and his wife Sandy still live in the Anderson area. They have 
two grown children, daughter Michelle and a son John III, along with 
four grandchildren.  
 

John first started model railroading at the age of 10 when his father and two brothers built 
an extensive Lionel layout in the upstairs of their family home. At age sixteen his interest 
began to move toward HO. Over the years John has developed a large collection of New 
York Central passenger trains, which he operates with the Miami Valley Modular Railroad 
Club out of Dayton, OH. His real interest even as a youth, lies in the circus. It started with 
scratch building wagons for his Marx Super Circus at the age of eleven. Twenty-five years 
later after much research he began in earnest constructing an HO-model Sells-Floto Circus. 
Today he has an operating 31-car replica of the 1932 Sell-Floto Circus train. John travels to 
selected train shows with the circus train throughout the year. The latest is the NMRA 
National Train Show in Cleveland, OH this past July. The train is headed by an L-4A New 
York Central Mohawk.  John is a NYCSHS member and this is John’s first article in the 
NYCentral Modeler.   
	  

Steve returns with his second article telling the tale of how he built a 
NYC tender for his Niagara.  Steve models in live-stem, large-scale and 
this tender was for a ¾ inch-scale locomotive that he purchased in 1983 
and had made do with the incorrect tender that came with it. Steve 
promises to be back soon with another article.  This one will be on the 
Rexall train loco that he has built in large-scale live steam. 
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Frank Knight   NYCentral Modeler Layout Drawing Artist  
 

 
 
David Howarth       A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore      Page 76 

River Division Part 2   
 

 
 

Jeffrey Damerst  Custom Painting an Aristo Craft NYC EMD E-8    Page 58 

 

 

 

Seth Lakin                         Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose from a AMB Kit     Page 30 

 

 

Frank Knight of New Gloucester, ME, became a NYC fan while growing 
up in a house literally across the street from the NYC, DT&I and D&TSL. 
Not only did he enjoy watching trains, they were part of the environment. 
He is a NYCSHS member and has been doing the drawings of the layouts 
for the magazine for almost two years. 

This	  is	  David’s	  second	  part	  of	  a	  multi-‐part	  series	  telling	  us	  how	  he	  is	  designing	  
and	  constructing	  his	   layout	  of	   the	  West	  Shore	   in	  Australia.	   	  David	   is	  a	   long-‐
time	   NYCSHS	  member	   and	   is	   very	   active	   in	   the	   Australasian	   Region	   of	   the	  
NMRA.	  	  His	  layout	  is	  in	  1/48-‐scale,	  and	  he	  even	  built	  a	  new	  building	  to	  house	  
the	   layout.	   	  His	  passion	   for	   the	  NYCS	  comes	   from	  his	   interest	   in	  rail/marine	  
interface	   centered	   on	   the	   New	   York	   harbor	   area.	   	   He	   is	   also	   a	   long-‐time	  
member	  of	  the	  Rail-‐Marine	  Information	  Group.	  	  

Jeff Damerst spent 33 years teaching elementary students with all kinds of 
creative projects. He taught them to measure by making paper trains and 
houses and how to work together on a model railroad.  His students 
worked in crews of four. In 2002, he had the golden opportunity to realize 
his desire to be a professional modeler. He gets great pleasure from 
creating large pieces that are not made or not painted in the customer’s 
choice railroad. He has painted 2,855 models, largely in Large Scale but 
also in O-, HO-, and N-scales. He models in 1/29-, n30-, and Z-scales. 

Seth Lakin grew up a few blocks away from the crossing of NYC's 
Water Level Route and Michigan Central mainline at Porter, IN. 
However his earliest railroad memories are not of NYC trains but of 
diesels of the late 1970's and early 1980's Conrail.  This is Seth’s second 
article for us and, he shows us how to model a 19000 caboose from an 
American Model Builders Kit. Seth is on the NYCSHS Model 
Committee and was instrumental in bringing a kit of the 19000 
plywood side caboose model to the Society.	  
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Bob Keeler & Dennis Regan       Feedback on St. Louis Prototype Modelers Meet - Page 54 
 

 
 
Ed Enyedy       The NYC in 1933   Page 62 
 

 

This is the third time that Dennis and Bob have represented the 
NYCSHS at the St. Louis meet.  They continue to represent the 
NYCSHS at this meet each year by taking some of the books that the 
Society has on their website to interest visitors at the meet to try out the 
“Collinwood Shop” NYCSHS online store.  They also brought some of 
their models and a lot of enthusiasm to impress visitors at the show. 

	  

Ed is a life-long resident of the East Side of Cleveland, growing up in 
Mayfield area and now living in Eastlake.  Early exposure to American 
Flyer Trains started his fascination with trains, and a Tyco Chattanooga 
train set for Christmas when he was nine cemented his interest for good. 

His career at Lincoln Electric as a mechanical engineer brought many 
experiences with the design of plastic parts, mechanisms, motors, wiring, 	  

and digital controls.   Several times he has pointed out that the model train hobby has been 
forging ahead with new concepts and suggested that Lincoln follow a similar path to keep 
up. 

Other hobbies consume his time as well, especially when the weather is warm. He and his 
wife ride a tandem bicycle and this year accumulated more than 2,000 miles on it.  He also 
recently started to play a bass guitar.  Both he and his wife are fond of squirrels.	  

We feature many authors in each issue.  Many are returning for their follow-on articles but 
most are first time writers for our magazine. All share a love of model railroading and of the 
NYCS.  Some are old hands at writing about their favorite hobby but most are creating a 
story about their model or layout for the first time they have ever written an article.  Each 
article brings a view into the hobby that only they can share.  Their pride of their skills at 
creating a model or layout or in their work at collecting shines through for us.   

These articles allow the rest of us to see what can be done in modeling the NYCS.  So if you 
model or collect NYCS models, you should take the time to share your hobby with the rest 
of us.  We all love the greatest railroad that ever existed, and we share the love of model 
railroading.  Take the time to take some photos of your hobby and write a short article to 
share it with us.  We have the resources to help you do that.  Just contact us at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Latest News from TrueLine Trains 

NYCS 19000 Cabooses 

“We're still working on issues at the 
factory, as this last boxcar run was an 
unacceptable mess. So while I'd like to 
give you an ETA, it's still a ways off. I'm 
still pushing to get it by Springfield or the 
next NYC Convention.” 

NYC C-Liners 

“OK, here's some good news. The C-Liners 
should be going into production in the 
next week or so and will ship by 
December. Now that I've said that, let me 
set some expectations: 
 
“The MP-36's were due around fall 2012. 
One group shipped fall 2013, the 
remainder spring 2014. There were 
numerous quality issues. The 1937 AAR 
boxcars were due to arrive June 2014. They 
arrived September, with no couplers. The 
factory has assured us that we will not 
have any issues with this run, and that it 
will ship on time. Of course, this is what 
we hear for every project.  
 
“I'm telling you this because when a 
customer, or somebody like you, asks 
'when are they arriving?' this is the 
information we have to consider. If this, 
and the other projects in the pipeline, flow 
as scheduled, then we are looking at a 
spring 2015 delivery for the cabooses.” 

All of the above is from the TrueLine 
Trains marketing person. 

http://www.truelinetrains.ca/ 

 

NYCS 19000 Plywood Re-sided Caboose 
Craftsman Model Kits 

While we have been waiting for the 
TrueLine Trains 19000 scribed side 
cabooses, we decided to go to American 
Model Builder for some of their craftsman 
model caboose kits. Since we have the 
scribed side cabooses on order from 
TrueLine Trains, we asked if American 
Model Builder would consider doing the 
plywood re-sided kits for us.  This was an 
initiative headed up by Seth Lakin.  His 
article on his AMB caboose kit 
construction is included in this edition on 
page 30. 

 

These kits are available to members and 
non-members in our NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop online store.  

You will also find some interesting 
building kits from AMB there too.  Check 
them out.  

http://www.nycshs.net/American-
Model-Builders-Laser-Kits-HO-
Scale_c_76.html 
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Z-Scale Rolling Stock 

Micro-Trains Line Co. 

 

NYC Hoppers 4-Pack 

Product # 994 00 072 Road #s 837965, 837987, 
838329, 838350 

MSRP $64.95 Delivery now 

http://special.micro-trainsline.com/ 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Bluford Shops 

 

Boston & Albany (NYC) Offset Hoppers 

Offset side hoppers are ready-to-run and feature 
magnetically operating knuckle style couplers, Fox 
Valley Models metal wheels, and super-fine brake gear 
and slope sheet supports. 

Available in three road numbers in singles and 2-packs. 

MSRP $22.95/Singles $49.90/2-pack 

Available now. 

NYCSHS Exclusive Road #s available in the NYCSHS 
Collinwood Shop – Reduced prices for NYCSHS 
members.   

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/Bluford-Shops-N-
Scale_c_74.html 

 

Eastern Seaboard Models  

 
General Steel Castings 1958 Well Car 

The model consists of a plastic body mounted on a 
die cast well and underframe, with plastic detail 
parts and body-mounted Micro-Trains 
couplers.  The model rides at a scale height over 
the rail top on Barber S-2A trucks with 28" metal 
low-flange wheels.   

MSRP TBD   Release Date  1st Qtr 2015 

http://www.esmc.com/ 

 

Intermountain-Railway Company 

 

NYC USRA Composite Drop Bottom Gondolas – 
As Built 

Stock # 66623  Car #s 349012, 349609, 349273, 
349822, 349495, 349927 

MSRP $24.95 Expected May/Jun 2015 

http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 
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Micro-Trains Line Co.	  

 

NYC Hoppers 4-Pack 

Product # 993 00 099 Road #s 837965, 837987, 
838329, 838350 

MSRP $74.95 Delivery now 

http://special.micro-trainsline.com/ 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 

Accurail 

 

40’ Wood Stock Car 

Stock number 47131 Road # 22485 

This model does not accurately represent any 
NYC prototype. 

MSRP $16.98   Expected Now 

 

MCRR 55-ton USRA Hoppers 

Offered in singles or three-packs. 

Stock number 2578  Road # 11536, 11489, 11270 

MSRP $15.98 / $46.98 for 3-pack. Available now 

NYCSHS Collinwood Shop is sold out. 

http://www.accurail.com/accurail/ 

Intermountain Railway Co.

 

MDT R-40-23 Reefer 

Metal wheelsets and Kadee couplers 

Stock Number 45529  Road #s 13025, 13188, 13073, 
13217, 13132, 13249 

MSRP $32.95  Expected April 2015 

 

10’ Inside Height Post War Boxcars 

Metal wheelsets and Kadee couplers 

Stock Number 45779 Road #s 175011, 175106, 175026, 
175149, 175068, 175240 

MSRP $31.95 Expected Apr/May 2015 
NYCSHS Collinwood Shop sold out. 
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Michigan Central USRA Gondola 

Metal wheelsets and Kadee couplers 

Stock Number 46617 Road #s 12031, 12165, 12084, 
12217, 12129, 12350 
MSRP $32.95 Expected Apr 2015 
NYCSHS Collinwood Shop sold out. 
 
 

 

USRA Drop Bottom Gondolas 

Metal wheelsets and Kadee couplers 

Stock Number 46623 Road #s 349012, 349609, 
349273, 349822, 349495, 349927 
MSRP $32.95 Expected May/Jun 2015 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 

Athearn 

 

NYC 50’ Express Reefer 

Features 

• Fully assembled and ready for your layout 
• Razor sharp painting and printing 
• Weighted for optimum performance 
• Machined RP25 profile 33" metal wheels 
• McHenry scale knuckle spring couplers 

installed 

Product number RND86670 & RND 86669 
Road numbers 9366 & 9250 

MSRP $19.98 Expected August 2015 

NYC Heavyweight Passenger Cars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baggage, RPO, Pullman, Diner, Clerestory Coach, 
Round Roof Coach, Observation. 

Features 

• Lighting kit available (ATH90201) 
• Clear windows 
• Separately applied brake wheel 
• 6-wheel passenger car trucks 
• Fully-assembled and ready to run 
• Highly-detailed, injection-molded body 
• Separately applied brake wheel 
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• Painted and printed for realistic decoration 
• Machined metal wheels 
• Weighted for trouble free operation 
• Wheels with RP25 contours operate on 

Code 55, 70, 75, 80, 83, and 100 rail 
• McHenry operating scale knuckle couplers  
• Window packaging for easy viewing 
• Interior plastic blister safely holds the 

model for convenient storage 
• Minimum radius: 18" 

At the time the heavyweights were being 
introduced in 1960, they represented a higher 
quality level of detail than almost any other 
offering around.  They have truck-mounted 
couplers and are made for 18-inch radius 
curves.  They do not represent anything close 
to the 2015 state of the art models. 
 
The cars are only 72 feet long, which is OK 
for the heavyweight coach, RPO and baggage, 
but not for the diners and Pullmans.  These 
three cars could be considered close enough 
with a little work, for some NYC cars.  Of all 
of these, the baggage is the most easily "fixed. 

MSRP $29.98 each Expected Jul 2015 

http://www.athearn.com 

NYC Streamlined Passenger Cars 

 

Baggage, RPO, Diner, Vista Dome, Coach, 
Observation. 

Features 
• Observation car features printed drumhead 

where appropriate 
• Clear windows 
• 4-wheel passenger car trucks 
• Fully-assembled and ready to run out of the box 
• Highly-detailed, injection-molded body 
• Separately applied brake wheel 
• Painted and printed for realistic decoration 

• Machined metal wheels 
• Weighted for trouble free operation 
• Wheels with RP25 contours operate on Code 

70, 75, 83, and 100 rail 
• McHenry operating scale knuckle couplers  
• Window packaging for easy viewing plus 

interior plastic blister safely holds the model for 
convenient storage 

• Replacement parts available 
• Minimum radius: 18" 
They have truck-mounted couplers and are 
made for 18-inch radius curves.  They do not 
represent anything close to the 2015 state of 
the art models. 
 
The cars are only 72 feet long, which is OK 
for the coach, RPO and baggage, but not for 
the diners and Pullmans.  These three cars 
could be considered "close enough" with a 
little work, for some NYC cars.  Of all of 
these, the baggage is the most easily "fixed. 
However, the NYC never had any Vista Dome 
Cars. 

MSRP $29.98 each Expected Jul 2015 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Kato  

 

EMD GP-35 
Phase 1a with DB 
 
Features 

• DCC friendly mechanism with a standard 
8-pin plug for easy decoder installation. 

• Directional headlights 
• Powerful five pole motor with dual brass 

flywheels 
• Roadname specific Dynamic Brake or Non-

Dynamic Brake hatches 
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• All wheel electrical pickup from blackened 
metal wheels 

• Comes with a number of consumer-
applied detail parts such as truck brake 
cylinders, MU hoses, and grab irons. 

Product numbers 37-3023 & 37-3024  Road #s 6125 
& 6126 

MSRP $145 Expected Delivery 1st Qtr 2015 

http://katousa.com/ 

Athearn 

 

NYC F3A & F3A/F7B  

 Features 
• Researched from the prototype to match 

specific units 
• All units are powered 
• Genesis driveline with dynamically 

balanced five pole skew wound motor and 
dual flywheels 

• Directional constant lighting 
• Separately applied photo etched metal and 

injection molded detail parts 
• Cab interior 
• DCC Quick-Plug equipped (without sound 

only) 
Sound equipped models  
• Factory installed SoundTraxx Tsunami sound 

and DCC decoder 
• Tsunami sounds are compatible with both 

DCC and DC operation 
• Individual sound boards installed in both A 

and B units 
Road numbers: Various  
MSRP  Single Units $269.98 A/B sets $489.98 
Expected Aug 2015 
http://www.athearn.com 

 

 

Bachmann 

 

NYC FT-A 

 Locomotive features: 
• All-wheel drive 
• Can motor 
• LED headlight 
• RP25 wheel contours 

Bachmann, in partnership with BlueRail Trains 
announces a new line of HO engines equipped 
with E-Z App™ Wireless Train Control. It allows 
wireless touch-screen train control from a 
Bluetooth 4-supported smart iPhone, iPad, or iOS 
device. The first products available with E-Z App™ 
Train Control is the FT diesel locomotive.  

Price to be announced.  Shipping 2015 

http://www.bachmanntrains.com/home-usa/ 

Broadway Limited International 

 

NYC RF-16 A/Bs 
Features 
 
 

• All new Paragon2 sound and control 
system for DC & DCC 

 • Integral DC/DCC dual mode decoder 
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for ease of operation 

 
• Industry best slow-speed operation in 

DC and DCC 

 
• Functions are accessible in DC using the 

DCMaster 

 
• Prototypical light operation with 

headlight and cab light 

 
• Authentic Baldwin Shark sounds! 

Controllable in DC and DCC. 

 
• All-wheel drive and all-wheel electrical 

pick-up 

 
• Factory installed engineer and fireman 

figures 
MSRP $399.99 (Set) Expected Feb 2015 

These are the ones that we made available for pre-
order and if you ordered one you should be 
getting it next month. 

http://www.broadway-limited.com/index.aspx 

O-scale Rolling Stock 

Broadway Limited Paragon 2 

 

P&LE (NYC) 2-8-0 H-9 Consolidation 

Hi-Rail or Prototype Wheels  w/ Proto-Sound 3.0 

Features  
•  Die-Cast Boiler and Chassis 
•  Die-Cast Tender Body 
•  Authentic Paint Scheme 
•  Real Tender Coal Load 
•  Die-Cast Locomotive Trucks 
•  Engineer and Fireman Figures 
•  Metal Handrails and Decorative Bell 
•  Decorative Metal Whistle 
•  Metal Wheels and Axles 
•  Remote Controlled Proto-Coupler 
•  Kadee Coupler Mounting Pads 
•  Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
•  Constant Voltage Headlight 
•  Operating Firebox Glow 
•  Operating Marker Lights 
•  Operating Number Board Lights 

•  Lighted Cab Interior 
•  Operating Tender Back-up Light 
•  Synchronized Puffing ProtoSmoke System 
•  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH Increments 
•  Wireless Drawbar 
•  1:48 Scale Proportions 
•  Onboard DCC Receiver 
•  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion Capable 
•  Precision Flywheel Equipped Motor  
•  With The Digital Command System Featuring:-   

Freight Yard Proto-Effects  
•  Unit Measures:19 1/4 x 3 3/4 x 3 3/4  
•  Operates On O-42 Curves 

This model does not accurately represent any 
NYC prototype.  The driver spacings appear to be 
69”, and this compares favorably with the 
spacings of the drivers on a G-46, but I think the 
drivers themselves are too great a diameter, 
probably 63”.  The G-46 had smaller drivers, 57”. 
 
Smokebox diameter appears to be 85”, which 
would be good for a G-6, but not a G-46, which 
was 83”.  All the boiler-top fittings are off, the 
headlight is top-mounted, and the cab is too long. 

Cab number 9390  Product numbers 20-3552-1 (Hi-
Rail) 20-3552-2 (Scale) 

MSRP $899.95 Expected Delivery May 2015 

http://www.broadway-limited.com/index.aspx 

Publications 

Trains Jan 2015 

“Restoring a Railroad Icon, Rebirth of 
Pullman Observation Car Hickory Creek” 
by Geoffrey H. Doughty, NYCSHS 
Sustaining Member pp. 31- 37 
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This article tells the story of how with a chance 
encounter with the Hickory Creek at the bottom 
of the escalator in New York’s Penn Station he 
met Raymond Clauss, president of Star Trak, 
Inc. which led the restoration of the Hickory 
Creek.  

Geoffrey recounts the tale of how the vintage 
car was rescued and restored, as told on a 
journey up the Hudson Valley, by Raymond. 

The article is filled with many interesting 
photos of that restoration.  Many more photos 
are available online at www.TrainsMag.com 

Trains of the 1940s Holiday 2014 

From Classic Trains Special Edition #15 

 

“Train Travel, 1943” by A. C. Kalmbach 
pp. 37 - 41 

The story of train travel in the midst of 
WW II contains many references to the 
NYC. 

“Railfans’ Saturday Night” by D. W. 
“Doc” Yungmeyer pp. 69 – 75 

The article tells the story of spending one hour 
at Englewood Union Station on Chicago’s 
South Side and contains many great color 
photos of NYC locos near the station.  It also 
has a great diagram of the Englewood Union 
Station and surrounding area. 

“Third Trick at Spuyten Duyvil” by 
Herman Rinke pp. 88 – 93 

Another great article about the NYC’s 
interlocking tower on the Electric Division and 
how that tower routed passenger trains down 
to Grand Central Terminal and freights down 
the West Side Line. A great story and many 
fine photos. 

Great Model Railroads 2015 & Model 
Railroad Planning 2015 by Kambach 
Publishing  

 

Both of these special editions for 2015 have 
NYCSHS ads for membership. 

In the news! 

Stephen Priest is named editor of 
Railroad Model Craftsman. 

 

Stephen is the former editor of the NMRA 
Magazine.  Cinthia Priest has been named as 
Stephen’s replacement at NMRA Magazine. 

The latest issue of RMC is in the mail and it is 
for Nov & Dec 2014.  Looks like they are 
almost caught up. 
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Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS. 
The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 

members. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio Sales tax. 

The time for pre-order is almost gone.  If you want one or several of these you 
must act now!! 

Send and email with your name, address, phone number, and email address to 
mailto:NYCSHS@verizon.net 
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Hello Noel, 
 
This is just a short note to say I just 
finished renewing my membership and 
glanced through the latest issue of 
NYCentral Modeler to be pleasantly 
surprised with your kind comments 
regarding my article in Railroad Model 
Craftsman! Many thanks. 
 
And thanks are also in order to you and all 
those continuing to add value to the 
NYCSHS in general. 
 
Best Regards, 
Geoff Bunza 
Portland, OR 

Hi Noel, 

Without intending to be a nitpicker in 
reference to Steve Bratina’s beautiful 
model of the Commodore Vanderbilt, I 
note that he has incorrectly painted the 
background of the NYC pilot oval red.  It 
was, in fact, painted black, which would 
be simple to correct.  You might mention 
this to him if you are in further 
contact.  The backgrounds on the later 
NYC pilot ovals on the 1938 20th Century 
streamlined Hudson’s and 1941 Empire 
State Hudson’s were painted NYC striping 
blue (but sometimes black) and red 
respectively. 

He really did an outstanding job on his 
Commodore model. 

Thanks, 

Gerald (Jerry) Brimacombe 

 

Steve, 
 
I am passing this along to you.  I am sure 
you know this, but it was black. Some of 
the models have it red and it certainly 
looks good that way, but I thought you 
would want to see this.  He is correct in 
that you really did an outstanding job.  It 
is a beautiful model. 
 
Thanks, Noel 

Hello Noel, 
I had no idea it was black. When I ordered 
the plate way back from Bob Dustin, we 
both assumed it would be red. This is no 
big deal. I will correct it. When I first read 
your email and saw it was black, I thought 
you meant the whole engine. Now that 
would spoil my day! 
 
I have the Rexall locomotive done finally 
but not the tender. I will fire off some 
pictures of it this week. It has a red plate in 
the front. Any idea what it should be? All 
help on these projects has been greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Steve 

Dear NYCSHS, 

Who is your model expert that can advise 
if any of the Wathers Mainline HO-scale 
passenger cars were correct for the NYC? 

Thanks,  

Frank Fabian 

Frank, 

I have attached the page in the latest 
NYCentral Modeler about these cars. 
“The lettering shown on Walther's web site for the NYC 
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version of the 10-6 has "New York Central" on the 
center letterboard and "Pullman" on the small 
letterboards at the ends of the car. The lettering is in 
black and the letterboards are silver. 
 
This scheme fits neither of the common NYC versions. If 
the car is pre-1958, it should have black lettering with 
"Pullman" on the center letterboard and "New York 
Central" at the ends of the car. If it is post-1958, the 
letterboard in the center should be dark gray with "New 
York Central" in lettering gray.” 
 
Thanks, Noel 

Frank, 
I have attached two further comments 
from another member of the modeling 
committee.  As you see, three of the cars 
are pretty good if you are willing to do 
some re-lettering. 
 
"To begin with, we are extremely lucky to 
have three out of four cars based on NYC 
cars.  The baggage lounge is a one-of-a-
kind Wabash car.  This is the first 10-6 that 
Walthers has done that has the correct 
window layout for the "Valley" cars.  It is 
interesting they would pick an NYC full 
dining car, with the unique vestibule, 
versus say, and ACL or SAL car.  Those 
would be more generic.  But we'll take 
them and be glad. 
 
For most NYC modelers, the coach, diner 
and 10-6 will be "close enough."  For 
passenger car "rivet counters," there will 
be work to be done.  From the photos, it 
appears that they all share a common 
underbody layout.  The 10-6 will have 
approximately the right pieces, though I 
haven't checked to see if they are in the 
right places.  The diner and coach will 
not.  The APW tanks on them were side-
by-side and covered with an insulating 
shroud and the batter boxes were double 

configured instead of the singles on the 
models.  That was evidently a difference in 
the mechanical specs for the NYC versus 
Pullman operated cars.    
 
I didn't look at the lettering pattern for the 
NYC "Valley" car, but earlier renditions 
had "New York Central" on the center 
letterboard instead of "Pullman," which 
was the "as-built" scheme.  When the 
lettering was reversed around 1958, the 
letterboards were painted in the dark NYC 
gray, with lettering in the NYC lettering 
gray, which we see as almost white in 
color.  For my money, if the lettering on 
the 10-6 is incorrect, I'll just get an 
undecorated and do it myself.  If one 
wanted to do the post 1958 scheme, it 
would be relatively easy to mask and 
repaint the letterboard and use Micro Scale 
decals to letter it. 
 
The NYC cars, as delivered, did not have 
tinted glass, but subsequent replacement 
glazing was tinted, so that is another 
matter for the individual modeler. 
 
I will be interested to see how the hand 
grabs are handled, whether they will be 
part of the detail kit offered or not.  You 
can buy them through Detail Associates, if 
not offered. 
 
Those are the main points.   It's hard to 
evaluate the quality of the body work 
(fluting, etc.) unless you have the cars in 
you hands.” 
 
Dave Staplin (NYCSHS Modeling 
Committee Member 
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Noel 
 
That more than answers my question. I am 
not a rivet counter. As long as it resembles 
what the Central ran it is good enough for 
me. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Frank 
 
Gentlemen,  
 
PLEASE send any issue of the Headlight 
covering the HIGH LINE?? Also can you 
PLEASE forward this to anyone modeling 
the High Line or having modeling data on 
the High Line before Conrail? 
 
Thanks, 
Joel Norman 

Joel, 
 
We have had several articles on that area 
by Ron Parisi in the NYCentral Modeler, our 
online NYCS modeling magazine.  You 
can read all of them by going to our 
website: http://www.nycshs.org and then 
clicking on the “Modeling Resources” 
button on the header.  When you get there, 
scroll down until you see “Enjoy our FREE 
“NYC Modeler” Magazine” section. Below 
that are rows with years and quarter 
buttons.  Just click on the one you want 
and it will download to your screen. 
 
The ones that contain the articles by Ron 
are the following: 
2012 Qtr 1, 2 ,3 
2013 Qtr 2 
2014 Qtr 1, 3 

 
Let me know if you need anything else, 
and we would be very interested in having 
you join the Society.  The website has a 
section on “NYCSHS Membership 
Benefits” at another button in the header 
of each section. 
 
Thanks, Noel 

Noel, 
 
I appreciate all your efforts to promote 
modeling the NYC within the NYCSHS! 
You and your team have done an 
outstanding job!  Given the expertise and 
insight of your team, I am writing to see if 
anyone has developed a list of NYC steam 
locomotives produced in HO-scale. Does 
such a list exist? I searched the NYCSHS 
Modelers group in Yahoo and Terry Link's 
Canada Southern website, but to no avail. I 
readily admit that my knowledge of this 
topic is minimal, but I am exploring the 
possibilities of modeling the T&OC/NYC 
during the WWI era. Can you point me to 
a helpful source?  I have both the NYCSHS 
Steam loco books and well as the Stauffer 
Early and Later Power books. 
 
Thanks!   
 
Doug Chapman 

Doug, 
 
We have such a list on the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group. Check the files 
section.  It is not totally complete, but a 
good place to start. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel, 
 
Found it - This is a wonderful list! Thank 
you for the advice. 
 
Doug 
 
Tom (Gerbracht), 
 
I received this on the website: 
"I am looking for information on NYC’s tavern 
lounge cars particularly the NYC-38. I am 
looking for the wiring diagram for the car, 
and/or information on the Edwards call system 
that is installed in the car and a wording 
diagram for that." 
Do we have any of this in our drawing 
files? 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
We have a number of wiring diagrams, 
but none specifically listed for cars 33-47 
inclusive. Most of our wiring diagrams 
seemed to have been saved for the 
Business Car fleet. However, I did locate 
three diagrams that would apply to car 
#38, and fortunately we do have the 
drawing for the “Annunciator” for Lot 
2176, which I believe includes Car #38. 
This drawing, V-54793, and the two other 
drawings that may be useful are attached 
to this email. 
 
Regards, 
Tom (NYCSHS Director) 
 
Noel 
 
I have the PSC (NYC Express Reefer) model 

and I have it prepped to paint.    What 
Floquil or Tru Color tones are correct? 
 
Thanks, 
Brad Andonian 
 
Brad, 
 
I can't recommend any Floquil, as none of 
the colors that I am familiar with "match" 
NYC grays. As it is no longer made, trying 
to mix or find a match is probably next to 
impossible. 
 
 I have used Badger Modelflex NYC light 
and dark gray paint, and would use it 
again for a model like this. I checked the 
Internet, and it is still available. 
    
That's the best I can do. 
 
Dave Mackay (NYCSHS Director) 
 
Noel, 
  
Gotta tell you guys this is pretty doggone 
impressive. (4th Qtr 2014 NYCentral 
Modeler)  Very nice work.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Frank Bongiovanni 
 
 
Dear NYCSHS, 
  
No rush but I’m wondering when my 
order will ship and if I’ll get a tracking 
number for the shipment? 
  
Regards, 
Gary Levite 
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Gary, 
 
MTH has them in stock, so they should be 
shipping to us this week or next.  We will 
send it on to you as soon as we get it. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
Oh, you don’t actually have the stock.  I 
get it. 
  
Thanks for the info, 
  
Gary 
  
Gary, 
  
We can’t afford to keep all of this stuff in 
stock. We advertise and when we get an 
order we order it from the 
manufacturer.  We are too small to keep an 
inventory and have no interest in doing 
so.  We can turn the orders around quickly 
without the inventory.  Pre-orders are 
different in that neither we, nor the 
manufacturer have those in stock.  As soon 
as the manufacturer ships the item we 
send it on. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
This is the answer I post to all inquiries 
about the delivery schedule for models. 
 
Dear ________, 
The models are scheduled to be produced 
and delivered in the (whatever date they are 
scheduled to be delivered), as it says on our 
website.   
 

Check the website 
http://www.nycshs.org and then go to 
the “Modeling Resources” button.  When 
you click that you will find a tab called 
“Model Shipping Schedule” that contains 
a listing of all of the models with expected 
delivery dates.   
 
The direct link is http://nycshs.org/for-
the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/ 
  
You can keep up with the delivery 
schedules for every car we sell or have up 
for pre-order there. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
NYCSHS Members Only Yahoo Group 
 
I read the excellent article on the 858-B 
boxcars last night in the NYCS Modeler 
magazine by Seth Larkin. The author 
painted his car in solid boxcar red paint. 
He modeled a car reassigned to appliance 
service and renumbered to the 85837. He 
painted the car a solid boxcar red color. 
Thinking that it should have black ends 
and a black roof I went through the photo 
links and my book collection and am now 
not sure. It looks like as built scheme 
featured black roof and ends, but some of 
the renumbers look like they got dip jobs 
like the model. Is this correct or has 
weathering and overspray just made the 
color of the ends blend in with the sides 
after many years? 
 
Thanks,  
Michael Clements 
 
 
 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2015 23	  

Michael, 
  
Thank you for the kind words. It was a fun project 
and I am glad you enjoyed the article. I was able to 
locate twenty something photos of 858-B boxcars 
throughout various sources and included links to 
photos that are on the net in the article. As always 
it helps when you have many photos of a group of 
cars even if you are not modeling one specific car. 
What really surprised me was how many photos of 
858-B's I was able to find. Likewise, I was looking 
for photos of lot 863-B boxcars, a series that 
Branchline Trains used for one of their pre-painted 
schemes on their 50' double door Blueprint 
Series boxcar. I was only able to locate two 
builder’s photos of the lot 863-B cars. Yes, 
there were three times as many 858's as 863's, but I 
was able to locate twelve times more 858 photos. 
  
"The author painted his car in solid boxcar red 
paint. He modeled a car reassigned to appliance 
service and renumbered to the 85837. He painted 
the car a solid boxcar red color. Thinking that it 
should have black ends and a black roof I went 
through the photo links and my book collection 
and am now not sure. It looks like as built scheme 
featured black roof and ends, but some of the 
renumbers look like they got dip jobs like the 
model. Is this correct or has weathering and 
overspray just made the color of the ends blend in 
with the sides after many years?" 
  
The original cars were built with boxcar red ends 
and roofs. See the three NYC builders’ photos of 
the side, end and roof of NYC 42000 that are 
included in the article. As for the 
assigned cars, the interior conversions took place 
over 10 years and NYC's painting practices had 
changed a few times during that period. Look at 
the link to equipped boxcars on the Canada 
Southern website, that may help also. The first 
conversions took place in 1957 when the cars were 
only one year old. The CASO site also states that 
the adoption of jade green paint for boxcars was in 
1959 and cars were repainted jade green with black 
ends until 1961. Photos that I have show all cars 
converted up to 1961 are boxcar red, which makes 
me believe that all early conversions were simply 
"dip" paint jobs. The photos of 86112 and 
87062 show a different color of paint where 

the number and data are, supporting the dip 
theory. 
  
Most photos of cars that were converted in 1962 
have black ends and roofs with large cigar band 
logos. One photo of a 1962 conversion shows a car 
with green ends and roofs with a large logo. 1964 
converted cars show green cars with small logos. 
 
All the photos I have of non-equipped/non-
assigned cars, are boxcar red which leads me to 
believe that few, if any, were repainted by the 
NYC. Penn Central came when these cars were 
twelve years old, a bit early for a periodic painting. 
  
As for my model, the number for my model that I 
chose was the number of the car that came off the 
decal sheet. The CDS lettering that I used is dry 
transfer lettering specifically for the NYC 85800-
85867 lot 858-B equipped boxcar assigned to GE 
Appliance Park outside Louisville, KY. I had 
forgotten about the technique that I had mentioned 
about applying the dry transfers to clear decal film 
then decaling the car as you would with water-
slide decals. Having really one attempt to apply the 
try transfer lettering I did not want to pick a 
specific car number and have to line up individual 
numbers, one crooked number would stand out. As 
I had pointed out in the article some of the lettering 
especially some of the data didn't transfer well and 
that is why I choose to model the car as it would 
have appeared in the 1970s with the heavy dark 
washes, painted out assignment stencil and ACI 
tag. The heavy weathering I applied to my model is 
similar to the weathering as shown of late 1970s 
photos of the cars. 
  
If I could have obtained correct data for the 
Batesville Casket car (NYC 86415) I would have 
modeled that car, as I have a photo of the car. Also 
the 4/18/1968 wheel report from the GN in 
Willmar, MN showing NYC 86415 says it would 
have been moved to the Twin Cities via the GN, 
then onto Chicago on the CB&Q and to the NYC 
toward its destination of Reading PA. My 
hometown is 40 miles east of Chicago on the NYC 
main, so there is no doubt that that car traveled 
through town. 
Thanks,  
 
Seth Lakin 
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This is the header for the NYCSHS website front page and it opens the door to many informative 
features for a NYCS modeler. 

We receive many questions from members 
that can be answered by simply looking at 
the NYCSHS website. So we thought we 
would give you a little primer on how to 
use the website. 

First notice that there is a line of buttons 
along the bottom of the header.  They are 
there for you to select specific areas of the 
website.  

The most important of these for the model 
is the one labeled “Modeling Resources”.

 

When you click on it you see dropdowns 
for “NYCSHS Model Offerings” that have 
the list of all of the models we offer in the 
Collinwood Shop. 

The next is “Model Shipping Schedule” 
that includes a complete list of all of the 
models with the latest shipping date. This 
is kept up daily with the info we get from 
manufacturers. 

There is “Modeling Videos” that allows 
you to see some videos of members’ 
modeling.  We can always use more of 

those, so if you are interested let us know 
and we will upload your video. 

The next dropdown is “Modeling Photos 
of NYCS Models and Layouts’. Like the 
video button, it displays photos we receive 
from members. 

Finally, there is the “Modeling Technical 
Data” where we provide info about how to 
model or how to find something for 
modeling. Again we will post any info you 
provide us. 

Other dropdowns of interest include the 
“Store” that takes you directly to the 
Collinwood Shop. 

Under “About NYC” you will find several 
items of interest including “Books & 
Drawings”, “NYC Colors”, “NYCS Signal 
Rules”, and “NYCS Research 
Information”.   

Under “Books and Drawings” you will 
find a listing of engineering drawings on 
most NYC locos, rolling stock, and 
structures that will allow you to model 
any of them. 

“NYC Colors” includes a description of 
the colors used on locos and rolling stock 
and how to reproduce those colors.                     
(Continued on page 74) 

The NYCSHS Website  
Tools and Information for the Modeler 
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(Cover Photo by Eugene Van Dusen. Collection of John W. McLaughlin, JR.) 

Our 2015 Calendar 
 
The NYCSHS 2015 calendar is now available. Access to a wide variety of photograph collections enables the 
Society to again present an excellent selection of high quality images. 
On the front color cover, Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5405 is shown at the Elkhart, IN, roundhouse in 1955. On the back 
color cover, two EMD E-units lead a westbound passenger train into Indianapolis, IN, in 1961. Calendar 
photographs include: GE U-25B diesel #2505 on a freight train in Detroit, MI, in 1964 (color); Class L-4a 4-8-2 
#3121 at Lawrenceburg Jct., IN, on an eastbound freight in 1955; F-M “Erie Built” diesel unit #5003 at Toledo, 
OH, in 1955; Class L-2c 4-8-2 #2833 at Saginaw, MI, in 1955; Two EMD F-7 units on a freight train at Canfield, 
Ontario in 1952; Class S-1a 4-8-4 #6000 at Harmon, NY, in 1948; An overhead view of Englewood Union Station 
and the Englewood yard in Chicago, IL, in 1944; Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5447 in Chicago, IL; Class K-3b 4-6-2 #4896 
on The Egyptian at Cairo, IL, in the mid-1930s; EMD GP-9 #5986 on a freight train in Blissfield, MI, in 1964; 
B&A Class J-2b 4-6-4 #607 at Weehawken, NJ, in 1950; A Class T-1b electric locomotive at the servicing facility 
at Harmon, NY, in 1927; EMD F-7 diesel unit #1778 on the “Old Road” passenger train at Bristol, IN, in 1953 
(color). 
 
Calendars can be ordered from: 
 
NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
 
They may also be ordered directly by clicking here:  NYCSHS Collinwood Shop and pay by PayPal, credit card, 
check or money order. 
 
The price is $11.00 each. Free shipping. Ohio residents please add 88 cents sales tax. 

 
Dealer inquiries are welcome. 

The NYCSHS 2015 Calendar 
                    Darwin Simonaitis Editor   

	  

You may also order older NYCSHS calendars at these reduced prices. 

Check our NYCSHS Collinwood Shop for availability at these prices: 

We have greatly reduced our prices for these older issues. 

When ordering these, Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2015 Convention & Meeting 

Utica, New York   May 1st – May 3rd, 2015 
Hotel Utica, Utica, NY 

  102 Lafayette, Street, Utica, NY 13502 

Schedule 
 
Friday, May 1, 2015 

• Registration 
• Archive Open House 
• Layout Tours (Self-Guided) 
• Oral History Interviews 
• Afternoon & Evening Speakers	  

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
• Ride the Adirondack Flyer Round  

Trip Utica to Big Moose 
• Box Lunch – Thendara 
• Annual Banquet at Hotel Utica 

Speaker: John Taibi, Author, Member 
U&MV Chapter, NRHS, “NYCS 
Radiating out of Utica” 

• General Members Meeting 
Sunday, May 3, 2015 

• Train Show - Buy & Sell 
• Presentations 

WWW.NYCSHS.ORG	  
Register	  in	  our	  store:	  www.	  NYCSHS.net	  

Disclaimer:	   The	   schedule	   &	   list	   of	   speakers	   and	  
layouts	  is	  the	  best	  that	  the	  committee	  understands	  
as	  of	  April	  6,	  2014,	  and	  may	  change	  due	  to	  factors	  
beyond	  its	  control.	  

Historic Sites  
• 1914 NYCS Utica Station & U&MV  

             Archive, Bill Szymko, Director  
• 1914 Rome, NY Station 
• 1936 Syracuse, NY Station  
• Dewitt Yard – Public Roads Only 
• Little Falls, NY Station 
• Piccolo Depot Restaurant 
• Gulf Curve Memorial Plaque 
• Canal Place, Little Falls 
• Fort Stanwix at Rome, NY 
• FX Matt Brewing Co., Utica 
• Schuyler Street Tower & Tracks 
Hobby Stores & Layouts 
• Locomotion Hobby, Rome, NY 
• JR Junction Train & Hobby with 

Layout, Syracuse 
• Jack Dimbleby “HO-Scale” 
• Carl Trainor “HO-Scale” 
• Bessers Whistlestop – Layout with 

model of Buffalo Central Terminal  
Hotel Rooms 

$119 Plus Tax –Convention Rate. Deadline- April 1, 
2015 for Special Rate. Reserve at Hotel Utica        
1-877-906-1912 or 315-724-7829  

Presenters 
• Allen Bell  ”Modeling NYCS passenger 

bridge over the Hudson River” 
• Mike Bosak  “History of the NYCS Utica 

Station” 
• Wayne Freed  “Fred Beach and NYCS 

Bureau Films” 
• Tom Gerbracht “Know Thy Hudsons” 
• Al Gorney “NYCS in the 1960’s” 
• Mike Huchko “History of Rome, NY 

Railroads” 
• Shel Lustig “Working Mohawk & Hudson 

Divisions” 
• William Moll “Dispatching at Selkirk” 
• Jeff Paston “Syracuse Street Railroads” 
• Darwin Simonaitis “NYC Mohawks”  
• Rich Stoving “Publishing Central 

Headlight” 
• Carl Trainor “Baggage Coach Ahead” 
• Jeff English “Ride on the Rutland” 
• Carl J. Liba “NYC Niagara Locos” 
• Noel Widdifield “NYCSHS Model 

Program” 
• Larry Faulkner & Manuel Duran-Duran 

“NYC Engineer Dept. & Harmon Files” 
• Dave Mackay “Developing a model for the 

NYCSHS Model Program” 
• Ann Widdifield “The NYCSHS Oral 

History Program” 



 
	  
	  
PLEASE PRINT 

	  

New York Central System Historical Society 
	  

2015 Convention & Meeting 
	  

Utica, New York  May 1st - May 3rd, 2015 
	  

Registration Form 

	  
Name of Attendee    
	  
Name of Additional Attendee(s)    
	  
Address    
	  
City _________________________________State/Provience    Zip/Postal Code_______________ 
	  
Country _________________________Telephone    Member Number    
	  
E-mail    
	  
Emergency Contact Name (other than traveling companions)     Contact Phone    
	  
Number of Attendees    Total Amount    
	  
Banquet Choices: Number of each selection (Must add up to the number of paid registrations) 
	  
Prime Rib----------------------------        Chicken Francaise   --------------         Eggplant Parmesan  ----------- 
 
	  

Please send payment & registration to: Richard Barrett, 26 James Drive, 
Loudonville, NY 12211 

Please make checks payable to: New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
	  

Registration Fee: 
	  

NYCSHS Members (including family members) $179.00 each for all activities including the 
Saturday evening banquet.   Non-members can register at $179.00 plus a fee of $39.00.  The 
extra fee covers membership in the Society for one year, including all rights and benefits, along 
with one year of the Central Headlight.  
 

Hotel Rooms have been made available at the Hotel Utica, 102 Lafayette Street, Utica, New York 
13502.  Please call the Hotel directly at 315-724-7829. Rooms can be reserved at the Special 
NYCSHS Rate of $119.00 plus tax currently 10.75%. Please note: you must mention the 
NYCSHS Convention to receive the Special Rate. Early reservations are essential. The Reserved 
Rooms for the NYCSHS Convention with the Special Rate are only available until April 1, 2015. 
They will be filled on a first come first reserved basis. Don't delay! 
You are responsible for making your own hotel reservations. 
	  

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
27



27NYCSHS	  2015	  Convention	  Train	  Show	  Vendor	  Registration	  Agreement	  (April	  20,	  2015)	  

	  

New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2015 Convention Train Show, “Sell, Buy, Trade” 

Sunday, May 3, 2015 
Hotel Utica, Utica, NY 

102 Lafayette Street, Utica, NY 13502 

	  

Thank you for your interest in wanting to display/sell at the NYCSHS annual train show. 
Your wares and displays add much to the convention’s atmosphere.  
Here is some important information: 

• 40 Tables (3’ X 7’) available for vending in the Saranac Room of the Hotel Utica 
• Set up time: 9:00 a.m.    Show times 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Sunday, May 3, 2015 
• Tables sold on first-come-first-sale basis.  Fee per table is $25.00 
• Maximum of three (3) tables per vendor 
• Vendors must have a New York State tax certificate and tax number on display at all times 
• Vendor is responsible for securing sales tax certificate and number 
• Vendor is responsible for collecting the necessary sales tax 
• Please make check payable to: New York Central System Historical Society (NYCSHS) 
• Please send payment & complete vendor registration form to: Richard Barrett, 26 James 

Drive, Loudonville, NY 12211 
• Attendance at the Train Show is open to members and walk-ins at no charge. 
• Additional information regarding the convention is available on the society website at: 

WWW.NYCSHS.ORG	  

28	  
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
2015 Convention Train Show, “Sell, Buy, Trade” 

Sunday, May 3, 2015 
Hotel Utica, Utica, New York 

102 Lafayette Street, Utica, NY 13502 
 

Vendor Registration Form 
Vendor Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________State:_______________________Zip______________ 
__ 
Telephone #__________________________Email Address__________________________________ 
 
Website: ____________________________________NYCSHS Member #_____________________ 

 
New York State Sales Tax #___________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of merchandise you plan to sell: __________________________________________________ 
 
I certify that all the above information is correct, and I will abide by the rules for the show as outlined 
on the first page of this document. 
 
Signature________________________________________________Date:_______________________ 

29	  
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HO scale model of tongue and grooved sided 
NYC 19311, follow along to see how this 
model was built. 

From the 1920s and into the 1950s the 
backbone of New York Central’s caboose 
fleet was a group of standard wood-sided 
steel under frame cabooses.  These cars 
were numbered in the 17000, 18000, 19000 
and 20000 series.  While 17000, 18000 and 
20000 series of cabooses contained mostly 
different designs with a few standards 
sprinkled throughout.  The entire 19000 
series was comprised of the standard 
wood caboose.  Hence, this standard 
design is commonly referred to as the 
19000 series.  These cars were all 35 feet in 
length, had three windows on each side, 
and the most distinctive feature was the 
low cupola that had running boards on all 
four sides.  All of these cars were rebuilt 
from earlier designs in eight different 
company shops between 1912 and 1926.  
While sources vary as to how many 
cabooses were actually rebuilt to the 
standard design.  One source suggests 
1,270 cars while another says nearly 2,000 
were rebuilt.  In addition to the NYC, the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, the Pittsburgh, 
McKeesport & Youghiogheny, and the 
Rutland all built or rebuilt cabooses to the 
NYC standard design.  

With the introduction of the 103 NYC built 
steel bay-widow caboose to the roster in 
1948 and the additional nearly identical 

200 cars from St Louis Car Company in 
1952, most of the venerable woodies were 
bumped to branch line and local service.  
In 1966, the ratification of the pooled 
caboose agreement which also introduced 
the steel transfer style caboose dealt 
another blow to the numbers of cars in 
service.  However, upon creation of Penn 
Central in 1968, there were still 190 
standard wood cabooses still on the roster.  

With initial rebuilding taking place in 
many company shops over a course of 
fourteen years followed by upgrades and 
modifications for another half century, 
there were numerous detail differences 
between cars.  Some of the differences 
include type of trucks, air brake 
equipment, style of running boards, 
cupola windows, shape of the corner 
posts, style of end markers used, lettering 
and logos, and roof vents. Some cars were 
even re-sheathed in plywood giving them 
a completely different look.  

 

Plywood re-sided model of NYC 19676. This 
version of the caboose will also be built. 

The cars have been featured in the 
modeling and historical society press over 
the years.  Model Railroader in the April 
2004 issue and Mainline Modeler in the 
April 1988 issue both had articles and 

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the American Model Builders Kit  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 
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prototype drawings about the 19000 series.  
The NYCSHS’s Central Headlight also 
covered the 19000’s in the 1st quarter 1975 
issue.  This article is reprinted on the 
society’s website here: 
http://nycshs.files.wordpress.com/2014/
02/pages-from-1975q1.pdf 

There have been many models of the 19000 
standard cabooses offered over the years.  
Lionel, Scale Craft, MTH and Max Gray all 
had models in O-scale, G&W had a brass 
model in S-scale, and there are others I’m 
likely missing.  HO-scale offerings of the 
19000 series cabooses over the years 
include Gloor Craft and Water Level 
Models craftsman kits and Trix offered a 
plastic ready to run version.  HO Brass 
models were offered by LMB, Overland 
Models and Railworks.  True Line Trains 
in conjunction with the New York Central 
System Historical Society have announced 
a ready to run model tongue and grooved 
sided model as well, but it had not been 
released as of this writing.  In early 2014, 
American Model Builders released a laser 
cut wood kit of the 19000 series caboose.  

Building the HO-scale American Model 
Builders #879 kit is the focus of this article.  
This article is not intended to be a “how 
to” kit building story, as there are thirteen 
pages of illustrated instructions provided 
for that.  The intent here is to review the 
kit, show where and why I diverted from 
the instructions in building my two kits, 
my challenges in building the kits, and to 
offer a little advice to those who want to 
build a kit.  With preorders standing for 
the True Line Trains caboose from the 
NYCSHS and having already built Water 
Level Models and Gloor Craft kits in the 
past, I wanted to make these two AMB 
cabooses different from the others in my 
HO-scale fleet.  

 

Plywood versions with a couple of Seth’s NYC 
boxcars. 

AMB describes the kit as “100% laser-cut 
components with custom laser-scribed 
side and end walls, Tab & Slot and Peel & 
Stick construction, laser-cut under frame, 
end platforms, end railing, and brake 
wheels, cast resin platform steps and brake 
gear, white metal smoke jack, injection 
molded turnbuckles, custom decals by Rail 
Graphics, fully illustrated instructions that 
provide information on painting and 
decaling the assembled model, and several 
fixtures to aid the modeler in creating all 
the handholds, ladders and truss rods 
appropriate for the prototype.  In addition, 
the HO-scale kit provides for optional 
details too such as square or rounded 
body corner posts, side windows that can 
be modeled open or closed, two different 
styles of end ladders and roof walks, 
cupola end window variation, and a 
complete set of screen doors and 
windows.”   It should also be noted that 
the supplied decals have both Gothic and 
Roman heralds and lettering allowing for 
almost any 19000 series standard caboose 
to be modeled.   

When American Model Builders 
announced the release of the 19000 series 
caboose, I got excited.  I built two AMB 
cabooses and one of their structure kits in 
the past.  The kit’s laser cut tabs and slots 
with adhesive backed add-on details 

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the AMB Kit (Continued)  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 
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construction make the kits go together 
easily and fast.  With these kits there is no 
cutting door and window openings, 
measuring and cutting wood to length and 
joining poorly fitted parts as typical of 
time-consuming craftsman kits of years 
ago.  

Whenever I build a freight car or caboose 
that is not a shake the box kit, I usually 
build two or three of the same kit at the 
same time.  That way once the instructions 
are understood, appropriate tools and 
supplies are retrieved, everything is on 
hand to build the second or third kit.  
While the glue is setting on one model, I 
can be working on the others; when a step 
is completed on all the models and the 
glue has set on the first one, I am ready to 
proceed to the next step.  By doing this, 
two or three models can be built in just a 
little more time that it would take to build 
one. 

 

Tongue and groove sided caboose 19311 was 
photographed by Dennis Schmidt in Michigan 
City, IN on July 28, 1967. (Dennis Schmidt 
Photo) 

I wanted to model them, as they would 
have appeared in the mid/late 1960s.  
From the start I knew I wanted to model 
one caboose that had been re-sheathed 
with plywood and the second with 
rounded corner posts.  The True Line 
Trains that are due and the Water Level 
Models cabooses that I have previously 

built, all have tongue and groove siding 
with square corners, and I wanted some 
variation between the cabooses on my 
model roster.  After looking through 
various photos, I choose to model 
cabooses 19311 and 19676.  Both cabooses 
were photographed in the mid 1960s in the 
area that I model, so choosing these two 
prototypes was a logical choice. 

 

Plywood sided caboose 19676 was 
photographed by Dennis Schmidt in Elkhart, 
IN on October 21, 1967.   (Dennis Schmidt 
Photo) 

Let’s Get Started!  The first step usually on 
most model kits is to carefully ready 
through the instructions and get familiar 
with the kit parts and the assembly 
process; this is true with this kit.   

The kit when everything is unpacked from the 
box.  Do not be overwhelmed by the 
complexity of the kit; it goes together easily.   

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the AMB Kit (Continued)  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 
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Finding as many prototype photographs 
as possible is always a good help even if 
you are not modeling a specific car.  
Besides the magazine articles I listed 
earlier, see the bibliography at the end for 
a list of books and websites that have 
many pictures of the 19000 series in them. 

The first step in the assembly is to build a 
sub wall body that all the details will be 
added to.  That is about as far as I get 
before deviating from the instructions. 

 

Laser cut body sub wall bodies. Note the tabs 
and slots in the corners and along the roof line 
that allow for fast and accurate assembly 

The exterior sides and ends of my 
plywood version are covered with a coat 
of Squadron white putty and are sanded 
smooth.  Then an additional two coats of a 
sandable gray primer is applied, sanding 
between coats.  Soon the sides and ends 
have been transformed from tongue and 
grove siding to a smooth surface that the 
plywood siding can be simulated on.  
Excess putty is trimmed from the inside of 
the windows and grab iron holes are 
drilled.  The etched lines around the 
window are lost in this process.  However, 
the windows are built up from stacked 
layers of parts and I have experienced a 
problem of not having these lines in later 
steps.  

 

 

The sides for the plywood caboose after filling 
the tongue and grooves with putty and 
sanding smooth. 

The sides are then applied to the sub wall 
bodies following the instructions.  (I made 
error on both cars at this step that did not 
appear until later.  I applied the ends and 
sides too high on sub body.  Since then 
American Model Builders have revised 
their assembly instructions and have made 
some revisions to the kit.)  To determine if 
you have an original kit or a revised kit, 
look for the following.  Original kits have 
holes on the ends of the sub body for the 
vertical grab irons beside the door.  On 
revised kits these holes have been 
removed.  In either case when applying 
the walls to the sub body make sure that 
the adhesive backed ends overhang the 
bottom of the sub wall body by .040-inch.  
When I first applied my sides I lined up 
the holes in the end of the sub wall body 
with the holes in the scribed ends.  This 
makes the bottom of the sides flush with 
the bottom of the sub wall body.   

When the frame is added, the body seems 
to float above the bolsters.  I was able to 
correct this by trimming the sub wall sides 
and discarding the wood floor to get the 
body to sit correctly on the frame.   

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the AMB Kit (Continued)  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 
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On the plywood car after the sides are 
applied, I fill the corners where the sides 
meet the ends with a little putty and sand 
the joint smooth.  Plywood joint lines are 
then scribed at 48-inch intervals starting at 
one corner.  There is a narrow piece of 
plywood left over on the other side.  
Prototype photos show this narrow piece 
on both ends of the car; check prototype 
photos if you are modeling a specific car.  
A machinist’s square should work well 
here, but I don’t have one.  I take a steel 
square and clamp it to a steel ruler and 
make your own square.  I do not scribe the 
ends, as joints are not visible in any of 
photos that I was able to find. 

 

A scribing square is made by clamping a steel 
ruler to a steel square then plywood joint lines 
are scribed into the sides. 

On the round corner caboose, I round the 
corners with a 3/4” wide mill file.  The 
doors and windows are added per the 
instructions to both bodies except for the 
glazing.  It is not installed until after 
painting.  I replace the small windowsills 
(parts T7) with a strip of styrene.  Due to 
the small size of these parts, there is little 
adhesive backing to hold them in place; 
some of mine fell off and were lost.  A 
piece of .010”x.020” styrene strip is glued 
across all three windows.  When the glue 
sets, I trim each sill to length.   

 

New windowsills are fashioned from a strip of 
styrene then trimmed to size. 

The remainder of both caboose roofs and 
cupolas are constructed per the 
instructions.  (Something that I learned in 
building the previous AMB cabooses is 
that the adhesive backed sides that make 
up the cupola need a little extra glue to 
hold them together.)  A little dab of glue 
on the inside corners of the cupola does 
the trick.  To have access to install the 
cupola glazing, I do not glue the roof to 
the cupola until after painting.  

A 1956 photo of the tongue and groove 
caboose that I am modeling, 19311 shows 
the cupola as having all three windows.  
However by the 1967 photo, it appears 
that the center window has been blanked 
with a piece of plywood.  The plywood re-
sided caboose 19656 appears to also have 
plywood covering the center window.  
The kit’s optional cupola center window 
inserts (parts T18) are scribed for tongue 
and groove siding.  These parts are puttied 
and sanded like the sided and ends of the 
plywood caboose and then are added to 
both cupolas. 

I skip ahead a few steps and add the 
smoke jack and roof vents.  Cabooses had 
a vent applied in later years above the dry 
hopper toilet.  I make my vents with a few 
bits of styrene.  I take a piece of Evergreen 
224, 1/8” styrene tube and reamed the 

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the AMB Kit (Continued)  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 
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inside of the tube with a 3/32” drill.  Then 
this tube is cut to 6 scale inches making the 
top of the vent.  Then it is placed at the 
end of a piece of Evergreen 223, 3/32” 
styrene tube.  Lastly a piece of Evergreen 
211, .040 rod is used to plug the hole in the 
3/32 tube.  A 3/32” hole is drilled into the 
roof and the top of the top of the vent is set 
at sixteen scale inches then glue from the 
inside.   

 

The toilet vents are fashioned from tube 
styrene. 

The kit’s smoke jacks are drilled with a 
#78 drill just below the hood.  A piece of 
the supplied .015” wire is threaded though 
the hole.  The wire is then bent down 
forming the smoke jack support wires.  
There are differences between smoke jacks 
on the prototype cabooses as well.  On 
some cabooses the taper or cone where the 
insulating pipe ends sits about six to eight 
inches off the roof, on some the cone sits 
almost on the roof.  Both of my prototypes 
have the cone setting on the roof.  The hole 
in the roof is enlarged with a 9/64” drill so 
the cone sits lower on the roof.  Then holes 
for the support wires are drilled with the 
#78 drill.  That completes the major work 
on the bodies. 

The completed smoke jack and toilet vent 
after painting. 

The tongue and groove sided body after most 
of the work has been completed. 

The plywood re-sided version is now ready for 
the paint shop. 

Next work starts on the under frames.  
Everything goes according to the 
instructions.  However, here the original 
instructions verbiage skip a step.  Between 
steps 26 and 27 make sure to install part 
D1, and the lower flange plate. While this 

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the AMB Kit (Continued)  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2015 36	  

part is in the drawing, there is no reference 
to the part in the verbiage.   
 
The prototype cabooses were originally 
built with K brakes but converted to AB 
brakes during the 1930s and 1940s.  The 
models come with resin cast AB brake 
reservoir, cylinder and triple valve.  While 
you could apply the various brake piping 
and rods to the frame, I did not.  Also if 
you want to model your car with earlier K 
brakes, use the Cal-Scale #290 to obtain the 
parts needed.  After bending the truss 
rods, they are too long to fit in the holes in 
the under frame.  I simply mark the holes 
where the holes were lined up on the rod 
and make new bends.  

The completed frame, with a styrene floor, 
resin steps and brake equipment with laser cut 
center sill. 

Photo of NYC 19380 showing end details 
Dennis Schmidt (Photo Ft Wayne, IN 7-27-
1964) 

(Revised kits have the holes correctly 
located.) My kits are pre revision and after 
I had already painted the frame, I 
compared the truss rods in the Model 

Railroader drawings to the kit. I should 
have drilled new holes where the truss 
rods line up instead of making the truss 
rods fit the holes. 

I also added some details to the ends that 
were not included in the kit.  Using the 
Model Railroader drawing Detail Associates 
#2524 .010”x.030”, the brass bar stock is 
bent to form the bottom bracket for the 
brake wheel shaft.  Detail Associates #2201 
grab irons and nut-bolt-washer are drilled 
and installed in the end beams.  Coupler 
cut bars are fashioned from the .015” brass 
wire that are supplied in the kit and are 
mounted in two Detail Associates #2206 
forming wire eyebolts.  Detail Associates 
#6206 freight car air hoses are installed on 
one frame and Hi-Tech Details #6038 
rubber hoses are installed on the other.  
While either version of the air hoses is 
acceptable; I use just what I have in my 
parts drawer.  

Coupler lift bars, grab irons, brake wheel 
lower bracket and an air hose are all added to 
the end beam. 

Grab irons are bent using the supplied 
bending jig and installed on the running 
boards ends and cupola roofs.  Detail 
Associates #2206 formed wire eyebolts are 
threaded on to the cupola roof grab irons 
are installed in the corners of cupola roof.  
All the remaining grab irons are painted 
yellow and are installed after painting.  

Modeling a NYC 19000 Caboose Using the AMB Kit (Continued)  
By Seth Lakin   (Photos provided by Seth except as noted) 

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2015 37	  

One coat of sanding sealer is applied to the 
body of the tongue and groove car.  One 
thing that I have learned from building my 
previous AMB cabooses is that without a 
coat of sanding sealer all of the wood grain 
shows through the model paint.  While 
this effect is desirable, I think in HO-scale 
the look is overpowering.  I apply only one 
coat of sanding sealer then lightly sand the 
body followed by a coat of gray primer.  
This allowed some wood grain to show 
through.  Then both cars are painted with 
Tru-Color Paint #93 Oxide Brown.  The 
steps and end platforms are also painted 
Oxide Brown.  The remainder of the under 
frames are then painted flat black.  After 
lettering with the supplied decals and flat 
clear coat the glazing is applied to the 
windows and doors.  The adhesive backed 
exterior walls are also meant to hold the 
glazing in place.  While painting, the 
adhesive in some of the windows and 
doors got painted and lost their stickiness.  
I use R/C airplane canopy glue to hold the 
glazing in place.  When the canopy glue 
dries it is clear and rubbery.  If any oozes 
out onto the glazing, it can be peeled off.    

A brace is glued across the body to screw the 
body to the frame, in case access to the 
interior is needed in  

To secure the body to the frame, I cut a 
piece of .125”x.250” styrene and fit it 
between the inside walls of the body.  A 
3/64” hole is drilled through the floor and 
brace.  The frame holes are opened with a 
#51 drill and the body hole is tapped with 
a 00-90 screw.  00-90 screws are then used 
to hold the body to the frame.  The car is 
very light compared to NMRA’s car 
weight recommended practice.  Two one-
ounce egg shaped fishing sinkers are 
flattened and glued to the plastic floor. 

Then the end handrails and ladders are 
installed.  The photo of caboose 19311 has 
window screens on two windows.  The 
kit’s window screens are applied per the 
instructions.  This caboose also shows a 
back-up hose on the rear handrail that 
goes from the angle cock to below the 
brake wheel.  This is made by bending a 
piece of Detail Associates #2507 .022” 
brass wire.    

A piece of brass wire is bent and installed 
from the air hose angle cock to near the brake 
wheel. By releasing some air, the conductor 
could stop the train. 

Trucks used on these cabooses were 
Bettendorf T-section. Later some cars had 
Barber-Bettendorf Swing Motion trucks 
applied.  However the T-Section truck was 
most common.  Some cabooses had both 
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types of trucks: the T-section on one end 
and the Swing Motion on the other.  Check 
prototype photos if you are modeling a 
specific caboose.  Kadee #581 represent the 
T-Section trucks while Tahoe Model 
Works #105 represents the Swing Motion 
trucks.  If you want to use .088” fine tread 
wheels like I did, use Kadee #1581 or 
Tahoe #205 for trucks that come with the 
semi-scale wheels.  Kadee #158 scale 
whiskers couplers are mounted in their 
own boxes and applied to the model.   

Red steel disc makers replaced lamps with 
yellow lenses beginning in the late 1950s.  
Since I am depicting these cars as they 
appeared in the mid/late 1960s I chose to 
model the disc style markers.  I make a 
punch out of a few pieces of brass tube.  A 
piece of 5/32” tube is cut into to four 
pieces, three about an inch long, then one 
about a half-inch.  Then these are soldered 
together so that there is a small slot 
between the half-inch piece and one of the 
one-inch pieces with the other two one-
inch pieces acting as support brace.  Then 
a 3-inch piece of 1/8” brass rod is cut to be 
the punch.  

 

A few pieces of brass are soldered together to 
make a punch to stamp out discs to make the 
markers. 

After a little filing and sanding of the 
solder around the slot, a piece of .010x.156 
styrene is passed thorough the slot and a 
tap with a hammer I am punching out 
little 1/8” styrene discs.  

Take a Detail Associates #2222 extra long 
eyebolts bent at a 90-degree angle just 
behind the eyelet.  Then glue these to the 
back of the discs so the posts are offset to 
the edge of the disc. Then paint silver on 
the eyebolt side and red on other side.  In 
the advent of accidental loss and or 
breakage extra discs are stamped and 
painted.  Then #80 holes are drilled into 
the corners of the cabooses and the 
markers are installed. 

Disc markers before installation. 

I contacted American Model Builders 
concerning the three issues I had with the 
kit.  Their response was equally 
impressive as the kit.  They quickly 
revised the kit and its instructions.  
Changes include rewording the 
instructions for better clarity when adding 
the sides to the sub wall and removing the 
holes on the ends that lead to my mistake 
with the body sitting too high.  They also 
addressed the missing verbiage in the 
frame assembly and moved the holes in 
the frame so the truss rods fit 
perfectly.  Overall the kit was fun to build 
and not too challenging.  In fact I believe 
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that this kit, as well as their line of caboose 
kits can be built by any modeler that has 
basic modeling skills and basic tools.  Do 
not let the words “craftsman kit” or “less 
trucks and couplers” be intimidating.   

I am happy to say that my building the 
plywood version caboose has led the New 
York Central System Historical Society 
together with American Model Builders to 
offer a custom version of the plywood 
resided caboose.  So you can build a 
plywood sided version without going 
through the process of puttying and 
sanding the sides like I did.  These 
cabooses are available through the 
NYCSHS’ online Collinwood Shop at the 
following link: 
http://www.nycshs.net/HO-Scale-NYC-
19000-Plywood-Side-Caboose-
Kit_p_535.html 

Bibliography: 

Cabooses of the New Haven and the New York 
Central  - NJ International 1989  

New York Central Color Guide to Freight and 
Passenger Equipment By David R. 
Sweetland and Robert J. Yanosey  Morning 
Sun Books 1994 

New York Central Color Guide to Freight and 
Passenger Equipment. Vol. 2 by Len Kilian, 
Jim Odell and Jeff English Morning Sun 
Books 2005 

Canada Southern Railway website 
http://www.canadasouthern.com/ 

Fallen Flags and Other Railroad Photos 
website http://www.rr-fallenflags.org/ 

Railroad Picture Archives website 
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/ 

 

Parts Used 

American Model Builders -879 New York 
Central 19000 Series Wood Caboose 

Kadee 158 Whisker Scale Self-Centering 
Knuckle Couplers, 1581 Bettendorf T-
Section Self-Centering HGC Leaf-Spring 
Caboose Trucks 

Evergreen Scale Models 
107 .010x.156 Styrene Strip 
189 .125x.250 Styrene Strip 
211 .040 Styrene Rod 
223 3/32” Styrene Tube 
224 1/8” Styrene Tube 
 
Detail Associates 
2201 Drop Type Grab Irons w/Nut-Bolt-
Washer Castings 
2206 Formed Wire Eye Bolts 
2222 Formed Wire Eye Bolts Long Shank 
2507 .022” Brass Wire 
2524 .010”x.030” Brass Bar 
6206 Freight Car Air Hoses 
 
K&S Engineering 
8127 5/32” Brass Tube 
8164 1/8” Brass Rod 
 
Miscellaneous  
00-90 3/16” screws  
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Growing up near Anderson, IN provided 
the setting for a wonderful childhood in 
the 1940s and 1950s.   

One of the things that provided some of 
the excitement in the town was the arrival 
of the circus.   

Many of the young boys in the area were 
captivated by the circus and have 
remained fascinated every since. 

I am one of those boys.  I am also very 
interested in the New York Central 
Railroad and am a member of the 
NYCSHS and the Circus Historical Society.  
http://www.circushistory.org/index.htm	  

In Anderson, we saw several different 
circuses, but over the years my favorite 
has been the Sells Floto Circus.  

As you will see those two things have 
provided me with an interesting and fun 
hobby over the years. 

 

Sells Brothers Circus was started by 
Lewis Sells and Peter Sells in the United 
States. 

It ran from 1862 to 1863 and again from 
1871 to 1895. The circus was based out of 
Columbus, OH in an area that was known 
as Sellsville. Sellsville was of considerable 
size; animals and staff lived in the area 
during the off seasons. It merged with the 
circus operated by Adam Forepaugh to 
form the Forepaugh-Sells Brothers' Circus 
in 1900. It later merged with the Floto Dog 
& Pony Show into Sells Floto Circus. 

The Sells Floto Circus was a combination 
of the Floto Dog & Pony Show and the 
Sells Brothers Circus that toured with 
sideshow acts in the United States during 
the early 1900s. 

By	   1929	   the	   Sells	   Floto	   Circus	   was	   part	   of	  
the	   American	   Circus	   Corporation	   which	  
consisted	   of	   Hagenbeck-‐Wallace	   Circus,	   the	  
John	  Robinson	  Circus,	  the	  Sparks	  Circus,	  and	  
the	   Al	   G.	   Barnes	   Circus.	   John	   Nicholas	  
Ringling	   then	   bought	   American	   Circus	  
Corporation	   for	   $1.7-‐million	   creating	   a	  
monopoly	  of	  traveling	  circuses	  in	  America.  
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Now let me share my rewarding hobby 
with you. 

The north half of Johns HO Sells-Floto 
Menagerie Tent. The tent is scaled to the 
actual tent used on the 1932 show. The show 
goers would traverse through the Menagerie 
then enter the Big Top. 

The horse tent is in the rear with the 
Blacksmith’s Wagon and Backyard Light 
Plant in the foreground. The Blacksmith’s 
Wagon is scratch-built and the Light Plant 
Wagon is a kit-bashed Simmons kit. 

 

 

The four Mt. Vernon Flat Cars in this photo 
are custom painted and decaled to the 1932 
show specs. The long Wagon in the forefront is 
a scratch-built Big Top Quarter Pole Wagon. 
The Wagon on the left end of the middle Flat is 
also a scratch-built Big Top Ring Curbs 
Wagon.  

 

The Flat in the foreground is one of two 
Warren Flatcars on the Show. This one carries 
the Dinning Department. Wagon #40, the 
Boiler Wagon, was scratch-built from an 
actual photo of Wagon #40. The car behind the 
Flats is an Elephant Car. This car and the 
Dinning Flat are Simmons Kits.  
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The flat in the foreground is the second 
Warren Flat and the lead flat on the train. It 
carries the Train Light Plant Wagon, Big Top 
Pole Wagon and a Stake and Chain Wagon. 
The latter two are scratch builds from pictures 
and resemble the actual wagons used. 

 

This MTH 4-6-4 Dryfuss Hudson is the power 
for my 1940 14 Car 20th Century. In the 
background are several standard Dining 
Department table items found on the 20th   

Century, The Empire State Express, and other 
crack trains of the era. 

 

In the foreground is a MTH 4-8-2, L-4A 
Mohawk. This engine is used to pull the entire 
31 Car SellsFloto Circus train. Behind the 
Mohawk is an early 195’s Lionel 2-8-4 
Berkshire. 

 

 

This is kit-bashing 101. The only thing left of 
the Sparkling Star’s Lion Cage is the floor and 
cage ends and sides. The cage bars are Granite 
Line Hand Railings; the undercarriage is from 
two different Cummons’ Kits and many 
minute small details. 

 

One of my 80 favorites if not my #1, 
Menagerie Canvas Spool Wagon #102. Total 
scratch-built with a modified Faller under- 
carriage. SellsFloto had two, #103 operated 
with a hand crank and #102 used a Stover 
single piston engine to power the spool. 

 

Sparkling Star is producing a line of circus 
wagons in HO- and O-scale. If you have an 
interest, it’s not a bad place to start. Circus 
Craft is another good place to start. 
 

Modeling the Sells Floto Circus in HO-Scale (Continued)  
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The kit basher / scratch builder always buys 
items for “someday I need part”. I am not 
exception as you can see here. 

 
The Marque or Main Entrance to the Big Show 
is always placed next to the Menagerie tent to 
see most of the wild animals before you enter 
the Big Top. There are also concession and 
novelty stands strategically placed in the 
Menagerie to further part you from your 
money before you head to the big show. 

 

This is another view of the Sells-Floto Spool 
Wagon #102, and the #24 three arch Lion Cage 
described earlier. Most of my animals are 
Preiser and Merten. Notice the scale in the top 
of the picture and you can begin to relate to 
the size of the wagons. 

The wagon on the left, #19 Polar Bear Cage 
Wagon and after kit-bashing on the wagon to 
the right with a modified Faller undercarriage. 

The Side Show and Banner Line. The Banner 
Line was an early purchase through The Little 
Circus Wagon Magazine from Circus Model 
Builders. The coloring was accomplished using 
ink pens. The Tent was made to my 
specifications by Ralph Pierce at GEM CITY.  

The Backyard with the Horse Tent, 
Blacksmith Wagon the Backyard Light Plant 
and the Lion’s Bride Parade Wagon with Band 
“up” in the foreground. The detailed wagon is 
from Walthers American Circus Series. 

Modeling the Sells Floto Circus in HO-Scale (Continued)  
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Notice in the foreground the Mack a modified 
Jordan chassis with a scratch-built box. The 
Wagon behind the Mack Truck is a Circus 
Craft 3-Stake Driver Kit. Most large circus’ 
carried one or two of these wagons and were 
either steam or gas powered. They also carried 
twin stake drivers (First Wagon on the right). 

 

Perhaps one or two of you will recognize 
what you are looking at. Now for the rest of 
you this is the Banner Line for a “Marx” Super 
Circus. This was my 1952 Christmas except for 
socks and underwear.  Within a year I had 
painted the people and begun to build circus 
wagons to haul the Super Circus on our Lionel 
Layout. I packed everything except the Tent 
and Banner Line in those balsa wood wagons. 
Yep, I sure ruined the value of this collector’s 
item. 

 

 

This picture speaks for itself. In recent years 
I’ve add a third ring to the tent with the 
Whalenda’s 7 high, but not enough room.  So 
it’s a too high, you get the picture. It’s the 
“ILLUSION”. 

I really enjoy the combination of the circus 
and railroad hobby and show my circus 
train at hobby shows whenever I can. 
There are two You Tube videos that you 
might enjoy. They show my circus train in 
action. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGj
KMBeuUo0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb
F1USgSiHY 

 

 

Modeling the Sells Floto Circus in HO-Scale (Continued)  
By John Dick   (Photos by Noel Widdifield) 

	  

View of a 
Sells Floto 
sideshow 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2015 45	  

 

 
NYC – Substation Controlling Boards.   
 
Book “B” of N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Electric 
Zone Standard - Substations, contains 
several pages of drawings of architectural 
and mechanical details including the 
electric equipment specified for the 
operation of the substations.  Due to the 
size, intricate design and limitations of 
traditional modeling methods, these types 
of details are seldom modeled.  With the 
advent of Rapid Prototyping, it has 
become feasible to incorporate this kind of 
unique details into our modeling projects. 
 
Rapid Prototyping and Casting 
 
Rapid Prototyping or more commonly 
known as 3D printing uses the geometric 
information of CAD 3D models to produce 
three-dimensional objects.  By adjusting 
the printing scale, the model can be made 
in any of the popular modeling scales.  The 
details, 3D printed in HO-scale, were used 
as patterns for castings.  A silicone mold 
was made of each 3D printed pattern.  
Polyurethane resin was used for making 
multiple castings of each part.  The 
castings were then painted with a base 
color and the details were highlighted 

with contrasting colors.  The models were 
finished with a black alcohol wash to give 
them an aged look. 
 

 
Silicone mold of the 3D printed pattern. 

 
Castings painted with a base color. 

 
Details highlighted with contrasting colors. 
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NYCSHS - Historic Drawings 3D Models Finished Castings 
 Power Station - Main Operating Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 Substation - Upright Controlling Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 Substation – Controlling Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 Substation Rack for Control Batteries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 Substation Clock Bracket 
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1898 BIG FOUR GONDOLA 

 

Photo 1. Big Four Gondola (ACF Industries)  
In this column we will explore early cars 
of the New York Central Railroad and its 
subsidiaries from the late nineteenth 
century to the early twentieth century.  
This was a fascinating time in railroading 
when wood cars were the most common 
and steel cars were just starting to make 
their mark.  It is also the time when air 
brakes were being employed on freight 
cars and the automatic coupler began to 
replace the old link and pin coupler.   
 
Large amount of cars in the 1890s and 
early 1900s were thirty-six feet in length 
with a capacity of 60,000 lbs. on arch bar 
trucks, but there was no such thing as a 
standard car.  There were hundreds of 
different railroads at this time and each 
with its own master car builder and their 
own designs.  It is this time of changing 
technology, a wide variety of car designs, 
size of equipment, and the potpourri of 
railroads that attracts many people to 
model this time period; however the 
variety and lack of a standard car is also 
what prevents many model manufacturers 
from producing cars from this era.   

 
Each of these columns will have pictures, 
prototype information, and drawings to 
help modelers in their efforts to build 
accurate cars.  For those of you who don’t 
model the 1890-1910 time period, keep in 
mind that some of these cars lasted into 
the thirties, and that even though you may 
not model the specific railroad or region of 
the car in this particular article, cars were 
not bound by their home railroad or 
region.  Contrary to popular belief 
“eastern cars” made their way out west 
and “western cars” made their way out 
east.        
 
In this edition, we will look at the thirty-
six foot 80,000 capacity wood gondola of 
the Cleveland Cincinnati Chicago & St. 
Louis Railroad nicknamed the “Big Four”.  
Gondolas were mainly used to haul coal 
and stone, but railroads would use them to 
haul anything that could fit in them.  
There were drop bottom and hopper 
bottom gondola varieties as well, but 
many of them were plain flat bottom 
gondolas like the one described here.  In 
modern railroading, coal is hauled in 
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hoppers, but in early railroading, hoppers 
were not as common as they are now.     
 
This 80,000 lbs. capacity Big Four gondola 
was designed by their Superintendent of 
Motive Power, Mr. William Garstang, and 
production began in 1898.  The overall 
dimensions of the car were ten feet wide 
by thirty-seven feet long with three feet, 

Photo 2. Big Four Gondola sometime after 
1905 
(http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/det.4a0
9958/?co=det).  
 
eight inch tall sides.  The outside and 
center floor sills were five and one half 
inch wide by nine inches tall, intermediate 
sills were five inches by nine inches with 
twelve by ten inch end sills.  There were 
six truss rods, one and three quarter inch 
in diameter, with four inch by ten-inch 
needle beams.  The turnbuckles had a 
wood board through them to keep them 
from turning.  The cars featured pressed 
steel bolsters with rigid bolster, diamond-
framed, arch bar trucks with a five foot 
two inch wheelbase. Full coal capacity was 
reached when the coal was eighteen inches 
above the sideboards. 

The cars were painted all black with white 
lettering and were numbered from 25300 
to 26699.  The drawings show the original 
lettering and the revised lettering that 
began to appear in 1905 when the New 
York Central railroad began to apply its 
herald to Big Four equipment.  The car 
number and the initials “C. C. C. & St. L” 
did not appear on the end of the car until 
after 1905.   

 
For several years, this particular design 
outnumbered all other designs of gondolas 
used by the Big Four.  In 1901, there were 
1,399 cars on the roster.  The amount of 
cars on the roster remained in the 1,300’s 
until 1920 when they began to be taken out 
of service.  In 1925 there were 508, and in 
1926 there were only 230.  The 1930 issue 
of the Official Railway Equipment 
Registry showed a total of fifteen cars, and 
it is the last issue I have that lists these 
cars.  Although it is difficult to know what 
kind of service work these cars were doing 
in 1930, it is impressive that after more 
than 30 years there were 15of these cars 
still in service.  Especially, since no one 
babied these cars.  
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Scheme No. 1 – Original Lettering (1898). (Kyle Coble) 
 

 

Scheme No. 2 – Later Lettering (1905). (Kyle Coble) 

 

Scheme No. 2 – End View Post 1905 (Kyle 
Coble) 
 
Modeling: 
This car is easy to build with basic styrene 
shapes and goes together fairly quickly.  I 
made mine out of 4x8’s, 2x10’s, 1x2’s, and 
4x4’s.  While the body goes together 
quickly, detail on these cars with all of 
their bolts is time consuming.  Decals of  
 

 
the early lettering are commercially 
available.  On my first attempt at building 
one, I built a “good enough” car as a 
runner and not a contest model leaving off 
many of the bolt details.  On my second 
(photo 3) attempt, I used 3D print 
technology to construct a car that is as 
dimensionally accurate as possible and has 
more of the bolt detail (photo 4).  The 3D 
car has been printed, but is not finished.  
The photos show it at the current stage of 
completion (photo 5 & 6).    
 
 
Additional Reference Material: 
-Voss, William Railway Car Construction, R. 
M. Van Arsdale 1892. 
 
- White, John H. Jr.  The American Railroad 
Freight Car Johns Hopkins University Press 
1993. 
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Photo 3. Big Four Gondola built from scratch (Kyle Coble)

 

Photo 4. Big Four Gondola built from scratch (Kyle Coble) 
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Photo 5. Big Four Gondola printed under construction (Kyle Coble) 

 

Photo 6. Big Four Gondola printed under construction (Kyle Coble)  
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Detail No. 1 – Underbody showing blocking (Kyle Coble) 
 

 
Detail No. 2 –Underbody close-up (Kyle Coble)
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St. Louis-area NYCSHS members Bob 
Keeler and Dennis Regan were again 
welcomed back by Railroad Prototype 
Meet organizers as they manned the 
NYCSHS information display at the St. 
Louis meet for the third consecutive year.  
They believe their participation raised the 
visibility of the NYCSHS among serious 
railroad enthusiast/modelers and added 
value to the Meet as a whole. 

 
Bob Keeler, on the right, talking to a visitor to 
the NYCSHS information display at the 
Eighth St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers 
Meet, Aug 8-9, 2014.  On display in the 
foreground are Bob’s G-scale Alco PA-1 4203 
(NYC class DPA-2B) and a standard 28 ft. coal 
car NYC&HRRR drawing from the Society 
files.  Also shown is a list of the Society’s 
DVD offerings. 
 
Bob donated the cost for the fee for one of 
the two tables we had this year.  On those 
tables, we displayed both volumes of the 
Society’s “Steam Locomotives of the NYC 
Lines” books, sample issues of “The 
Central Headlight,” a paper copy of “The 
NYCentral Modeler”, the free internet 
magazine, a list of all the Society’s DVD 
offerings from The Collinwood Shop, 
flyers publicizing the link to The 
Collinwood Shop, new membership 
applications and membership renewal 

forms.  As the accompanying photo 
shows, Bob also displayed his G-scale 
NYC class DPA-2B Alco PA-1 4203 and a 
NYC&HRRR standard 28 ft. coal car 
drawing from the Society files. 

 
HO-scale model of 40’ 6” all-steel automobile 
boxcar 194679 (NYC lot 440-B) built by Craig 
Zeni of Cary, NC.  
 
There was a nice selection of NYC 
equipment on display, accurately modeled 
by other meet participants.  In fact, the 
number of NYC prototype models 
displayed this year was greater than in the 
two previous years - a welcome trend.   

 
HO-scale model of EMD GP-7 5754 (NYC 
class DRSP-4N) built by Michael Ferris. 
 
As usual, they had rewarding and 
informative conversations with modelers 
interested in the NYC in all its wide and 
varied history and presence. 

Feedback from the Eighth St. Louis Prototype Modelers Meet (Aug 8 & 9)  
By Bob Keeler and Dennis Regan   (Photos provided by Dennis & Bob) 
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They both agreed that much of the fun of 
manning our display comes from the 
fascinating discussions about the NYC that 
they find themselves in with meet 
attendees. They enjoy answering questions 
about the NYC to the best of our ability 
and learning about aspects of the NYC 
they were not familiar with, but which 
knowledgeable meet attendees gladly 
shared with them. 

 
HO-scale model of EMD GP-7 5756 (NYC 
class DRSP-4N) built by Michael Ferris and 
displayed in the lightning stripe paint scheme. 
 
For example, they met T.J. Stratton who 
models The Old Road.  He is a former 
NYCSHS member who picked up one of 
the renewal forms after being told how the 
Society is on the move forward and has 
lots to offer NYC modelers.  They also 
talked to David Ward, who grew up in 
Mirror Lake, NY and shared his memories 
of NYC operations there.  He 
enthusiastically accepted a new member 
application. 
 
A gentleman stopped at the display to 
pass on to the Society his compliments on 
the “Steam Locomotives of the NYC 
Lines” books.  He has both volumes.  His 
grandfather worked in maintenance-of-
way on the old Cincinnati Northern.  
Another prospective new member stopped 
to pick up an application and shared his 

interest in the Nicholas, Fayette & 
Greenbrier (NF&G) in West Virginia, a 
joint NYC/C&O operation. 
 
Tom Austin stopped by to discuss the 
Egyptian Line and they exchanged email 
addresses since he mentioned that he 
might be able to provide recent photos of 
portions of the Line as it appears today. 
 

 
HO-scale model of an EMD FT(A) unit (NYC 
class DFA-1A) under construction by Michael 
Ferris.  Michael is also building an EMD FTB 
(class DFB-1A) unit to pair with this FTA. 
 
Bob’s display copy of the NYC&HRRR 
standard 28 ft. coal car official drawing led 
directly to an enjoyable discussion with a 
gentleman who models the NYC &HRRR.  
Prototype modelers were attracted to stop 
and examine official drawings, giving 
them an opening from which they could 
market the comprehensive scope of the 
Society’s official drawings collection. 
 
Similar to last year’s experience, Bob’s 
large-scale NYC PA-1 locomotive model 
really stood out when the vast majority of 
models on the exhibition tables were in 
HO-scale.  This relatively uncommon 
model subject drew people’s interest to the 
display and gave them an opportunity to 
“talk-up” the Society. 

Feedback from the Eighth St. Louis Prototype Modelers Meet (Continued)  
By Bob Keeler and Dennis Regan   (Photos provided by Dennis & Bob) 
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HO-scale model of GE U-25B 2501 (NYC class 
DRS-15A) built by Michael Ferris. 
 
As was the case last year, several people 
they talked to said they had visited the 
Society’s web page and the NYCentral 
Modeler e-zine. 
 
Once again, they used the back issues of 
the Central Headlight as complimentary 
copies to give to people who showed 
serious interest in the NYCSHS.  They plan 
to continue doing this at succeeding meets 
until the current supply runs out. 

 
HO-scale model of an EMD FT(A) unit (NYC 
class DFA-1A) under construction by Michael 
Ferris.  Michael is also building an EMD FTB 
(class DFB-1A) unit to pair with this FTA. 
 
The copies of “Steam Locomotives of the 
New York Central Lines, Vol. 1 and Vol. 2” 
were prominently displayed on the door 
prize table in the last hours of the meet.  
They both went quickly in early rounds of 

prize-ticket drawing.  Lonnie Bathurst, one 
of the meet organizers, personally 
conveyed his thanks to the Society for 
these very generous door prize donations. 

 
The NYCSHS published Steam Locomotive of 
the New York Central Lines that Dennis and 
Bob provided the Meet as prizes. 
 
They discussed possible improvements to 
the display, including producing attractive 
color business cards to hand out which 
would include key NYCSHS contact 
information. It would also keep that 
information visible in the recipient’s “take-
aways” from the meet.  We believe there 
would be positive visual impact from 
creating color NYC-themed coverings for 
our tables, and displaying additional NYC 
items such as a selection of items available 
from The Collinwood Shops.  We’ve 
thought about focusing these initiatives on 
NYC equipment commonly interchanged 
with other railroads.  We believe this will 
create interest among the broadest range 
of meet participants, many of who do not 
model the NYC proper, but whose favorite 
prototype railroads operated NYC 
equipment in interchange in their own 
trains. 
 
They are enthusiastic about gaining 
potential new and renewal Society 
members from this year’s St. Louis Meet. 
They handed out four New Membership 
Applications and one Renewal Form. 

Feedback from the Eighth St. Louis Prototype Modelers Meet (Continued)  
By Bob Keeler and Dennis Regan   (Photos provided by Dennis & Bob) 
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The level of interest and enthusiasm from 
those who picked these items up seemed 
even more positive than they experienced 
last year. 

 
Here we see Michael Ferris’s HO-scale model 
of an EMD FTB (NYC class DFB-1A).  In the 
background is Michael’s in-progress HO-scale 
model of NYC business car 30. 

 
HO-scale model of an Alco FA-2 unit (NYC 
class DFA-7) under construction by Michael 
Ferris. 
 
They thank NYCSHS director, Dave 
Mackay, for his enthusiastic support of 
their participation.  They really enjoyed 
talking up the NYCSHS and the New York 
Central with their visitors.  They look 
forward to increased interest in the Society 
and gaining enthusiastic new members.  
John Golden, a principal St. Louis Railroad 
Prototype Modelers Meet organizer, is 
already looking forward to their presence 
at next year’s meet.  They hope to be there 
again; and they encourage all NYCSHS 

members to come out for the railroad 
prototype information sharing and 
camaraderie that are the hallmarks of 
these meets and those held elsewhere.  
And if you do attend a meet, why not go 
ahead and staff a display table there to get 
the word out about the NYCSHS to 
prospective members! 

 

 

If you attend train or hobby shows, the 
NYCSHS needs you to represent them at 
those shows.  These shows are a great 
place to attract members to the Society and 
we need your help to do that. 

We have materials to provide you and will 
pay for a table for the show if you will 
represent the Society. 

As you can see from the article above, it 
can be a fun experience and give you the 
opportunity to tell people about our 
wonderful railroad and the Society. 

To obtain the show kit and materials, send 
an email to Dave Mackay, Membership 
Chair, at mackdave@optimum.net  

He will provide you with a DVD 
containing booth display material, a set of 
Central Headlights to give away, and 
membership applications for the show. 

Need Members to Represent the 
NYCSHS at Train Shows.  

	  

Feedback from the Eighth St. Louis Prototype Modelers Meet (Continued)  
By Bob Keeler and Dennis Regan   (Photos provided by Dennis & Bob) 
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Noel Widdifield contacted me to paint an 
Aristocraft E8A into New York Central for 
NYCSHS member Ray Bottles. Ray is a 
former NYC brakeman on the 20th Century 
Limited and loved the E-8 that Noel 
showed at the Poughkeepsie Convention. 
That caused Ray to ask Noel to try to find 
one for him. 

The only Aristocraft engine that could be 
found was one from G-Scale Junction in 
Heath, OH. This engine was painted in the 
original Erie paint scheme. The engine was 
shipped to me and when I had time I 
worked the painting into my schedule.  

 

An Aristocraft Erie E-8 like the one that Jeff 
started with. 

I began, as I always do, by removing the 
handrails from the unit using a wide flat 
screwdriver to pry them loose. These were 
placed in a Rubbermaid storage dish that I 
use to keep parts while I paint the main 
locomotive. Also removed was the front 
coupler. The rear coupler and the battery 
connector were covered with 3M delicate 
blue painting tape and then secured with 
some yellow Napa masking tape. 

Large-scale trains are best painted intact. 
The reason for this is that large-scale trains 
do not have one-piece shells. The average 
large-scale locomotive has 400 to 600 parts. 
When painting stripes, by keeping the unit 

intact, the stripes will line up. In the case 
of the E8A, I go through the following 
steps before I paint. 

First, I remove the lettering using the old 
Sanford solid core gritty eraser, which 
looks like a pencil with blue bristles where 
a normal eraser would be. I use Walther’s 
Solvaset decal setting solution, which is 
alcohol based, an old dishrag, and the 
eraser. While Sanford no longer makes the 
eraser, Faber-Castell in Germany still 
makes the eraser and these can be bought 
through Amazon. 

A drop of Solvaset on the lettering I wish 
to remove works very well – in this case 
the word Erie and I gently erase the 
lettering. I apply more Solvaset as I go and 
using the old dishrag, I wipe away the 
residue. I also erase the numbers in the 
number boards down until I reach clear 
plastic. As you erase number boards, you 
will come to what you think is just white 
paint. If you think you are finished, you 
will be in for rude shock when the lights 
on are, as you will have a locomotive with 
two numbers. When number boards are 
painted by the factory, it is done in three 
layers: the number in white, then a layer of 
white paint, followed by the number again 
in white surrounded by black. On white 
number boards, the process is reversed. 
Next the Erie diamonds are erased and the 
unit number on the rear flank.  

Using brake fluid on large-scale 
locomotives is not a good idea. Some 
people take everything apart and soak the 
shell in alcohol. But I have two problems 
with this method. First you need a tub big 
enough to hold the piece. While it will 
remove the paint, it will not remove the 
printable vinyl stripes used on large-scale 
locomotives. If you are just painting one 

Custom Painting an AristoCraft NYC EMD E-8  
By Jeffrey Damerst   (Photos provided by Jeffrey) 
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piece and have lots of time, you may 
choose to go this way. 

With the shell cleaned of lettering, now it 
is time to take the chassis out of the unit. 
Begin by pulling the air tanks off the fuel 
tank. If you cannot get them loose, use the 
flat blade screwdriver to pry them loose. 
Now with a Phillips screwdriver, you can 
remove the screws. It is always good to 
turn the screwdriver ¼ turn to the right 
before unscrewing anything on the engine.  
When I take off the fuel tank. I usually 
place the screw back in place and place the 
fuel tank in the storage box. To remove the 
chassis, there are a number of screws to be 
removed. The plastic chassis has arrows 
pointing to the screws to be removed. 

The first screw is right in front of the front 
truck in a single hole.  I use a magnetized 
screwdriver, so I can pull the screw out of 
the deep hole. The next sets of holes are in 
front of the fuel tank and there are two aft 
of the fuel tank. These come out and all the 
screws are placed in the storage container. 
The last two screws are near the rear of the 
locomotive chassis. I usually unscrew the 
pilot as well. When all the necessary 
screws are removed, carefully lift the shell 
off the chassis. Don’t yank it off as you 
may ruin the wiring plugs. There is a pair 
of plugs on the circuit board that are 
mounted inside the steel channel. 
Carefully remove the smaller plug and 
then the larger plug. You will also need to 
remove the plug in the rear of the unit in 
the roof. Now the shell can be set-aside for 
a few moments.  

 

The lower shell can be set aside for later 
painting. 

I begin to mask the shell. I came across 
some clear bluish tape that a friend in 
Canada sent me. I have no idea where in 
the USA it can be obtained, but an auto 
body shop may have it. It leases a very 
crisp edge when painting. I use it to mask 
the porthole windows if I cannot get them 
to pop out. I mask the windshield, 
headlight, number boards, grills, top of the 
exhaust stack, and the rest of cab windows 
by placing the tape over everything and 
then trimming with a sharp utility knife. 
The rear door has a rubber diaphragm. 
Once I tried to remove it from a F3A unit 
and it came out easily. However I spent 
hours trying to get it back in place, so now 
I just mask the entire area. I will later hand 
paint the rear door with a wide camel hair 
brush. I also remove the rear hatch that 
covers the power, lighting, battery, and 
smoke controls. I cover this area with 3M 
blue painters tape. I also use the 3M tape 
to cover the insides of the unit.  I also use 
the Yellow Napa tape to cover the entire 
bottom of the shell so paint doesn’t get on 
it. 

Next I turn the chassis upside down and 
remove the side frames from the trucks. 
There are very thin screws holding the 
side frames in place. Carefully remove the 
outer screws on the sideframe and very 
slowly remove these. If they won’t come 
out, do not worry as we can solve the 
problem later by hand painting the side 
frames with a brush. 

On the NYC unit, the side frames and fuel 
tank are painted silver. I have found after 
many years of painting that when 
airbrushing metallic paints, the paint tends 
to sag. So I apply the silver with a Testors 
spray can on a separate board in my 
painting area. 

Custom Painting an AristoCraft NYC EMD E-8  (Continued)  
By Jeffrey Damerst   (Photos provided by Jeffrey) 
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Painting 

 

I used Testors Silver in a spray can to paint 
the truck side-frames and fuel tank. I have 
found that this works best for silver painting. 

I always wear an OSHA respirator and 
latex gloves.  I coat the entire unit with 
liquid TSP, which removes oils from your 
hands. I then wipe it down with a blue 
shop towel to remove the large drops of 
TSP and to let the shell air dry for about an 
hour or two. When all is dry, I am ready to 
paint. I use a Badger 175 airbrush. I prefer 
to airbrush with acrylics even though my 
home made spay booth 40x 16x20 has an 
exhaust fan. Enamels often leave smells 
that my family does not like to breath 
upstairs. I do not paint outside as the 
humidity may affect the drying time. My 
basement is chopped into rooms as I have 
a very old house. One room has been set 
aside for painting. 

On the NYC E8A, I first airbrush Poly 
Scale Milwaukee gray. I use it as a base 
coat since I no longer have any Poly Scale 
undercoat gray. You can let acrylics air-
dry or you can cure the paint faster with a 
hair drier which is what I use. However I 
let the shell sit until later in the evening as 
I have other commitments.  

 

The E-8 with the base coat of Poly Scale 
undercoat gray.  

I bring the gray shell upstairs and begin to 
mask it, so I could apply the P-S 
Pacemaker gray. The sides are easy, but 
the nose had me stumped until I 
remembered I had a Micrsoscale O-scale 
NYC diesel set. I take the master drawing 
and enlarge it on my printer 300 percent. 
Then I cut it out and use it as a template to 
get the nose stripe of the lightning stripe in 
place. I use a lot of yellow masking tape 
after I apply the clear blue tape on the 
edges. 

 

The E-8 with the base lightning stripe 
background taped.  I used lots of blue and 
yellow tape.  

The shell is taken back downstairs and I 
apply a light coat of the Milwaukee gray to 
seal the edges. I let that sit overnight. The 
next morning I apply Pacemaker gray over 
the rest of the unit, the hatch, and the pilot. 
I cure the paint with the hair drier. I took 
the shell back upstairs and begin to 
remove the masking tape. It comes out 
perfectly. I also paint the rear door with a 
brush and the Pacemaker gray. 

Custom Painting an AristoCraft NYC EMD E-8  (Continued)  
By Jeffrey Damerst   (Photos provided by Jeffrey) 
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With the tape removed, the background for the 
lightning stripes shows up in the lighter gray 
primer. 

I reassemble the locomotive reversing the 
process I used earlier except for the 
handrails. I then clear coat the entire 
locomotive with Testors #1261 Glosscote, 
as decals will not stick to a flat surface. I 
make my own custom decals with an Alps 
5500 Micro Dry printer. I begin to apply 
the decals starting with the thin white 
stripes on the edge of the light gray band. I 
work with short pieces of decal, usually 4-
5 inches long. When they are in place, I use 
Solvaset to set the decals over the rivets. 
When all the stripes on the edges are in 
place, I applied the NEW YORK 
CENTRAL lettering and the number 4068 
to the side of the unit. The font used is 
GRAND CENTRAL from Benn Coifman’s 
www.railfonts.com. I have his permission 
to use his fonts for decals. Then I apply the 
red NYC herald to the nose. The last area 
is to place the angled stripes on the gray 
lightning stripe by placing the horizontal 
stripes on first and then applying the 
vertical stripes. I also apply the “F” on 
each side of the nose. The 4068 is then 
applied to the number boards	  

The unit then has the emergency fuel shut 
off switch painted red with a Testors red 
paint marker.  The handrails are painted 
Pacemaker gray with a brush and 
installed. 

The last step is again to coat the unit again 
with a coat of two of Testors #1261 
Glosscote as I paint every locomotive to 

look like it just came out of the paint 
factory. I feel if the customer wants to 
weather the piece, what they think 
weathering is, should be up to them to 
apply it.  

Then engine is then photographed for the 
box label.  

 

The finished E-8A is shown here ready to be 
shipped to Ray. 

 

This view shows off the great job Jeffrey did 
with the painting and lettering. Looks like it 
just came from the factory. 

Shawmut Car Shops 
 http://shawmutcarshops.com/ 
 
The number of custom pieces painted 
since I started in 1990  - 2842 
 
Name - New York Central Aristocraft E8A 
# 4068 
Paint: Poly Scale Milwaukee Gray and 
Pacemaker Gray, Testors #1261 Glosscote 

 

 

Custom Painting an AristoCraft NYC EMD E-8  (Continued)  
By Jeffrey Damerst   (Photos provided by Jeffrey) 
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My present HO-scale layout is the third 
construction.  The first layout was a 
freelanced railroad squeezed into the 
basement of my mom’s house.  Space 
constraints led to the design of a two-tier 
layout joined with a double tracked spiral.  
That layout was dismantled and rebuilt 
when I had a house constructed with a 
1400 sq. ft. basement and dreams of filling 
it all with trains.  Realizing the need to 
start on a modest scale, an 18’ x 10’ area 
was partitioned as the train room.   The 
layout continued the two-tier theme and 
the spiral was reused to connect the levels.   
Marriage brought three kids and way too 
many items considered “collectible”, 
resulting in the dismantling of the train 
room to create a rec room.  Slowly the 
knickknacks, autographs, and pictures 
dwindled, some of the kids moved away 
and the train room was refurbished and 
the NYC layout born. 

 

 

 

A Rivarossi Hudson rumbles across the 
Castleton Cutoff.  This locomotive was my 
first piece of NYC equipment and fueled my 
interest in steam.    

The layout models the year 1933.   
Hudsons raced on the mainline, the 
Castleton Cutoff was complete, and it was 
the year my mom was born.  This was an 
era where it was common for freight cars 
to be 40’ or less.  The shorter cars track 
better on the tight radii and impart the 
impression that a 10 or 15 car train is really 
long.   

Classic architecture interests both my wife 
and me.  Given the choice, we would live 
in a Victorian house instead of a typical 
newer suburban home.  Our house does 
have the advantage of a large, dry 
basement with good ceiling height.  
Structures on the layout lean towards 
Victorian, Art Deco and basic brick 

The NYC in 1933   
By Ed Enyedy   (Photos provided by Ed) 
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industrial.   My favorites are a series of 
five IHC “mansions” and an American 
Brewery kit from Custom Model 
Railroads.  Many stores and shops are 
named for family and friends. 

 

As the city grew, these homeowners saw it 
desirable to live near the tracks to watch the 
action and to have a quick walk to the 
station. 

 

A carload of nuts waits to be unloaded from a 
classic NYC boxcar at Suz’ Nutty Squirrel 
Foods. 

Elevations of the layout stretch the limits.  
As a visually oriented display, the upper 
level sits at 57” to bring details close to eye 
level.  I’m 6’4” tall and can access all areas 
on the upper level.   Track elevation of the 
lower level rests at 30”.   The wide 

differential lets the lower level have 
dramatic flowing scenery.  The backdrop 
for the lower level will curve to cover the 
underside of the upper level, hiding 
wiring, switch machines and other 
electronics.  No supports block the view of 
the lower lever, as the upper level sits on 
cantilevered framework.  Most of the 
construction was glued as well as nailed 
and screwed for stiffness and rigidity.  
Eventually a separate set of lights will be 
placed underneath the upper level to 
illuminate the lower level.  

 

A crazy, double tracked spiral joins the upper 
and lower levels.  After a dizzying trip up, 
trains emerge at Willoughby.  The dingy house 
in the foreground houses the struggling Big 
Bear Research Company, founded by my 
brother, while the massive structure behind it 
is home to Large Bear Enterprises, a bustling 
industry I run on the side. 

Overall, the track plan is a simple long 
loop on two levels.   My estimate is that 

The NYC in 1933  (Continued)  
By Ed Enyedy   (Photos provided by Ed) 
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four trains can easily be on the mainline at 
any time, with an additional two to three 
trains performing switching action on the 
upper level.  The spiral acts as a “dynamic 
staging” yard, as it takes a couple minutes 
for the trains to traverse the entire length.  
No operation is planned on the lower level 
because it would be difficult to reach the 
trains unless sitting in a chair.  I may make 
an exception for a McMyler unloader, as I 
really liked the one that I think was built 
by Joe Filipiak and shown on his layout at 
the 2014 convention. 

 

A view looking towards Cleveland.  The 
foreground tracks will serve two Hulett 
unloaders.  The spur with the boxcars will 
bring supplies to Lincoln Electric.  Legend has 
it that one night, a boxcar of beer was 
inadvertently brought to the plant.  The piece 
workers quickly discovered the mistake, and 
the entire second shift set about to unload the 
unexpected prize as fast as possible.  By the 
time the railroad realized the error and 
returned for the car in the morning, the entire 
boxcar had been emptied. 

The upper level will depict several 
Cleveland scenes.  The order of the towns 
does not match the actual route and 
instead is based upon space constraints 
and viewing angles.  Sitting atop the spiral 
is Willoughby, a mere 1.5 miles from my 
house.  Next, two Hulett unloaders will be 
part of Cleveland, with one of the 
machines being functional to load hopper 

cars with coal, a bit of a deviation from 
actual history.  (I believe the PRR served 
the Huletts?)    Further down the line will 
be the old Lincoln Electric plant on Coit 
Road, now a dingy looking structure for 
Statewide Warehouse visible along the 
tracks by I-90.   Lincoln is where I have 
spent my career (25 years) as a mechanical 
engineer.  Traveling further brings the 
trains to Painesville. 

  

 

A view of the town of Painesville.  The open 
area is reserved for the LS&MS station.  
Passengers waiting for trains often wander to 
the Bergin Book Bin for the latest novels. 

My intention is to model the old LS&MS 
depot, possibly as a 3-D printed model.  
Before he passed away a few years ago, I 
was telling my dad about my NYC layout 
progress.  He then shared that a relative of 
Grandpa, who was deaf, was killed while 
walking along the NYC tracks in 
Painesville.  Lastly on the upper level will 
be the Collinwood yards.   I worked at 
GE’s Nela Park as a summer intern, 
driving by Collinwood on East 152nd and 
not fully appreciating the imminent razing 
of the remaining structures.   

I’d like to model the main office building, 
coaling tower, powerhouse and 

The NYC in 1933  (Continued)  
By Ed Enyedy   (Photos provided by Ed) 
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roundhouse.  The CD photo collection 
from the 2014 Convention is going to 
prove immeasurably helpful. 

The lower level of the layout represents 
the Hudson River Valley.  Dominating the 
scenery is a 10-foot long rendition of the 
Alfred H. Smith Memorial Bridge 
(Castleton Cutoff).  The bridge is scratch- 
built from Central Valley and Micro 
Engineering girders with other pieces of 
styrene.  Had I known what a project it 
would be to complete, I might not have 
started it.  Progress to date is the result of 
three years of sporadic effort.  I started the 
model with only a few photos, and I 
visited Schodack Island for the first time 
just this past summer. The length of the 
actual viaduct approaching the trusses is 
immense. 

 

A chateau on the bluffs looks out over the 
Hudson Valley and the Castleton Cutoff under 
construction. This photo shows the Alfred H. 
Smith Memorial Bridge under construction. 

I’m giving serious consideration to 
purchasing a 3-D printer.  The quality of 
Kyle Coble’s freight cars, Barry Clement’s 
trucks and other modeler’s work 
demonstrates the technology has reached 
an accuracy level suitable for model 
railroading.   Many of the structures I 
intend to build could be created with 3-D 
printing instead of traditional kit-bashing 

or scratch-building – piers for the 
Castleton Cutoff Bridge, the LS&MS 
station, Collinwood buildings, trackside 
structures, signals and a host of other 
details.  Further down the road could be 
unique boilers and tenders to retrofit BLI 
locomotives for specific NYC models. 

 

Here you can see some of the Mansions found 
on the outskirts of Collinwood.  These are 
some of the Victorian structures that Ed and 
his wife enjoy. 

 

In a remarkable twist in history, we see 
Cyngier Stoves and Ranges in business in 1933 
before the first Cyngier emigrated from 
England to the USA. 

The NYC in 1933  (Continued)  
By Ed Enyedy   (Photos provided by Ed) 

	  

The NYC in 1933  (Continued)  
By Ed Enyedy   (Photos provided by Ed) 
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This is an overall view of the entire layout.  
Collinwood will be built on the open section 
of the upper level. Still much to be done, but 
the layout is beginning to take shape. 

Like many railroads, the ambitions are 
tempered by time and funds.  The next 
step is to finish the mainline to get trains 
running.  Hence, my focus will continue to 
be on completion of the Castleton Cutoff.  

	  

Not all of the family participation is welcome.  
Once I have the track in place, I’ll need to 
figure out a way to keep the cats out of the 
basement before starting scenery.  The house 
has a unique design with no doors separating 
the basement from the main floor, so I may 
use one of the electronic collars. 

Whenever the convention rolls around to 
Cleveland again, I plan to have the layout 
open for tours.  Special thanks goes to 
Noel Widdifield who encouraged me to 
write this story despite the layout being in 
its early stages. 

 

NYCSHS Volunteers Needed 

I spent this weekend working with some 
of our NYCSHS volunteers at the Society 
archive and that caused me to think about 
how fortunate we are to have those 
members who are willing to devote a few 
hours each month to helping the Society 
serve its members. 

The archives require a lot of support and 
we have several important initiatives 
currently underway in two areas.  Those 
areas are to preserve and maintain the 
collection of materials and to develop 
products for members using the collection.  
So we have several members assisting in 
accomplishing those tasks. 

Each year many members volunteer to 
help set up and run the annual convention 
and also give workshops and man the 
tables at the train show. 

The Modeling Committee is made up of 
over ten volunteers who devote their time 
to bringing the large number of NYCS 
models in all scales to our members. 

So, how about you?  Can you a few hours 
each month to help us out.  We have many 
areas in need of support and would like to 
have even more members involved in 
making the Society the best in the world. 

The Society is growing and improving the 
benefits to members, but we always 
benefit from adding volunteers to help us. 

If you feel you could give us some help, 
contact us at NYCSHS@verizon.net and let 
us tell you about some exciting 
opportunities to get more involved. 

 

The NYC in 1933  (Continued)  
By Ed Enyedy   (Photos provided by Ed) 
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While I am still working on my Rexall 
Locomotive, let me tell a story about my 
Niagara tender. Around 1983, I had the 
chance to purchase a ¾”-scale live steam 
model of a New York Central Niagara-ish 
locomotive.  I say “-ish” because it was a 
fair representation of the engine but not 
what I would call a scale model. In its as 
purchased condition, I ran the locomotive 
for two seasons before deciding to start to 
rebuild it into something a little closer to a 
true Niagara. The part that looked the 
worst was the tender. It had a PT1 look 
and then it was only used on a Hudson, 
not a Niagara.  

The engine and tender around 1983. 

 

My old Niagara at the Windsor Ontario track. 

Over the winter of 1986, I started to 
manufacture a new tender body out of 
sheet steel. The first thing that was 
required was a blueprint of the tender. Not 

thinking of looking in old Model Railroader 
magazines, I wondered about finding 
some pictures. To the rescue came my 
fried Harold Crouch who sent me the 
NYCSHS Central Headlight issue on the PT 
tenders. From this I was able to get 
dimensions for the model. There was 
really no clear picture on the water hatch, 
however. so I fudged this area a bit.  

The rivet work on the tender was done 
using a punch a friend of mine made for 
me. I set it up in the drill press and 
embossed the rivet into the 24-gauge sheet 
metal. I marked out the rivet lines and also 
marked a starting point so the lines of 
rivets lined up. The punch has an indexing 
indent where the rivet that was just 
punched goes into. This lines up the next 
rivet to be punched and keeps them 
spaced accordingly. 

This tender was built like an HO-scale 
model in that it was mostly soldered 
together. This was really a poor way of 
building in this scale, but I didn’t know 
any better at the time. It took about five 
months to build the tender to the point 
where it was ready to paint. To finish it, I 
had to wait for good weather so the 
painting could be done. Tremclad Gloss 
Black was used. 

I should mention that the tender frame 
was the original one that came with the 
engine. It was made of aluminum plate, 
cut to shape on a band saw. The “casting 
look” was done using flattened out cotter 
pins that were placed around the axle box 
openings. Body filler was then used to 
smooth out the area and gave it a more 
complete look. No modifications were 
done to the frame or wheels. It required 
just cleaning, priming and painting. 

A Tender Tale   
By Steve Bratina   (Photos provided by Steve) 
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The new tender debuted at the Finger 
Lakes Club in 1987. It made the engine 
look much better, but I still needed to 
work on the engine. This project would be 
delayed for 25 years. What happened is 
that I traded the engine for a 1”-scale 
Niagara. This was a big mistake. The “big” 
Niagara was too big for any track around 
here so I eventually sold it. Long story 
short, I eventually found my old Niagara 
25 years later and bought it back, but she 
was in rough shape. The tender was shot 
and needed to be redone. Soooooo. 

In 2012, I made another tender body again 
using the Central Headlight and also using 
a blown up print from the 1946 Model 
Railroader.  

Fireman’s side of the new tender 

This time the tender was assembled using 
0-90 round head screws. This was a much 
better way to assemble the tender, and as a 
bonus, the head of the screw was the same 
size as the heads of the rivets that I was 
punching in so it looks pretty good. The 
axle box covers were modified from the 
original ones on the model. I added the 
cover details found on the real ones. The 
overflow pipes were also added to the 
original frame at that time.  Again, the 
tender was painted outside when the 

weather got better. This time I used Krylon 
paint. 

A rear view of the new tender. 

A view of the water hatch. 

The engineer’s side of the tender 

A Tender Tale (Continued)   
By Steve Bratina   (Photos provided by Steve) 
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The whole idea was to rebuild the tender 
then work on the locomotive. I got as far 
as rebuilding all the running gear on the 
engine when that project stalled.  

The Rexall Train and a Niagara locomotive 
model that took me 30 years to find got in 
the way. But those are two stories for 
another time. 

 

Steve’s Rexall locomotive is a great story for 
another edition. 

Steve promises to be back again in the near 
future with an article about the Rexall loco 
and his Niagara.  Stay tuned. 

 

Kanawha & Michigan 

 
Kanawha & Michigan 556, Class HX-a as built by Brooks 
in 1902. It was renumbered 9501 in 1924 before being 
retired in 1936, but briefly carried No. 7180 before being 
scrapped. Alco Historic Photos 

The NYCSHS Modeling Committee is 
trying to find some photos of the K&W 
hoppers used to haul coal on this 
interesting NYCS predecessor railroad.  
We have looked in all of the normal places 
where we look for good photos and have 
found numerous ones of their gondolas.  
According to the records the K&M had 
around 500 hoppers, but no photos seem 
to exist. 

Do you have access to photos of these 
hoppers?  If so, you can really help us out 
by contacting us at NYCSHS@verizon.net. 

 

 
Kanawha & Michigan 556, Class HX-a as 
built by Brooks in 1902. They had some funny 
looking locos, but we can’t find photos of 
them. (NYCSHS Collection) 
 

Look What’s Coming Next 
 

 
HO-Scale USRA 55-Ton 

Hoppers Cincinnati Northern 
And T&OC from Accurail 

exclusive from the NYCSHS. 
 

Ready for shipping today.  Very limited 
number, so don’t miss out. Click here to 

order!! 

A Tender Tale (Continued)   
By Steve Bratina   (Photos provided by Steve) 
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Visit the NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, t-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of more than $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you must join today.  Memberships start at only $39 
per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood Shop. 
Join using the application on page 71 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 
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Sometimes details make all of the 
difference on a completed layout.  Even 
the most mundane items can add realism 
to the scenes depicted. In fact I had never 
given much thought to manhole covers 
until Manuel Duran-Duran, our NYCentral 
Modeler “Engineering Department” Editor 
sent me some cast manholes for my layout. 

One of Manuel’s beautifully done manhole 
covers installed on State Road 32 in Anderson, 
IN on my 1/29-scale NYC Big Four layout. 

A note from Manuel told me how he had 
made them.  

"The NYCSHS drawing collection contains 
a one page drawing/spec for the standard 
manhole cover.  While evaluating the 
different drawings for future projects, I 
came across the manhole cover and 
thought that it would make a nice, quick 
and simple project.  Like always, the 
drawing was imported into AutoCad and 
redrawn at full size (1:1).  Then, the 
thickness was added, exaggerating the 
depth of the cover texture in order to get a 
sharp 3D printed model.  Once the 3D cad 
model was ready, it was scaled down to G-
, HO- and N-Scale, and sent to be 
printed.  Once the printed part was 
complete, I made a silicone mold and cast 
several dozen copies using polyurethane 
casting resin." 

He also had a suggestion as to how I could 
install them on my already completed 
layout. So I went to the hardware store 
and purchased the drill bits that Manuel 
suggested and installed the covers on the 
streets and roads on my layout. 

The drill bit that Manuel suggested installed 
in my mini-driver and the hole for the cover 
drilled in the roadway. 

 

The covers installed. The one at the top is the 
same one in the photo above. The other is in 
the street behind the milk truck. 

NYC Manhole Covers - Designed and 3-D printed by Manuel Duran-Duran  
By Noel Widdifield   (Photos provided by Noel) 
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If you look closely you can see the NYC & HR 
RR lettering on the manhole cover.  

This turned out to be a fun little project 
that has added more realism to my layout.  
I watch to see if people notice them and 
most of the time someone does. 

NYC Station Signs 

I also added some of the very nice NYCS 
Station Signs from Iron Horse Engraving 
that are sold in our NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop. 

 

You can have them made up with any 
name and I had mine made for the towns 
on my railroad. They are priced for 
members at $23.00 for up to 6 letters and at 
slightly higher prices for more letters. 

 

 

You can order the signs in the shop by 
clicking here. 

http://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/-NYCS-Station-
Sign-Poplar-inlay-apinted-gold-and-black-
_p_396.html 

 

My Big Four signal being installed next to my 
outdoor railroad. Douglas Thompson (left) 
restored and installed it for me. 

NYC Manhole Covers - Designed and 3-D printed by Manuel Duran-Duran  
By Noel Widdifield   (Photos provided by Noel) 
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(Continued form page 24) The “NYC 
Signal Rules” provides a good primer on 
signaling on the NYC and is useful for 
modelers attempting to replicate that 
signaling on their layout. 

“NYCS Research Information” has a tab 
called “NYCS Research Resources” that 
has numerous articles from the Central 
Headlight on NYCS locos, rolling stock, 
and logos and lettering that are very 
valuable to the modeler. New additions to 
these articles are added regularly. 

A very valuable pulldown tab is the one 
labeled “About the NYCSHS”.  It has a 
very long list of links to websites (“Related 
Links”) of Discussion Forums, Museums, 
Historical Societies, & Historical 
Information Sites, Heritage Railways, 
Other Sites of Interest, all related to the 
NYCS. 

You will also find a listing of NYCSHS 
members NYCS sites that provide videos 
or websites of members who model the 
NYCS. 

Of course, the main page has numerous 
blogs about what is happening in the 
Society and is updated a couple of times a 
week, most weeks with news and new 
offerings from the Collinwood Shop. 

The material found scrolling down on this 
page goes back in history of the Society to 
the time the website was first created on 
earlier website applications in 1988. 

Take a few minutes to explore the website 
and then if you have items of interest, 
photos or videos, send them to us at 
NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 

 
NYC Jackets 

             
  NYC Hats 

  
NYC T-Shirts 

 
NYC Denim & Polo Shirts 

 
NYCSHS Logo Polo Shirts 

Spend the gift money you received 
for the holidays on some of these. 

They make great presents to 
yourself and are great bargains. 

All of these and many more 
beautifully designed NYCS 

clothing items are found in the 
Collinwood Shop.  
www.NYCSHS.net 

20% off for NYCSHS members 

The NYCSHS Website (Continued from page 24) 
Tools and Information for the Modeler 

	  

Collinwood Shop NYC Clothing 
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource.  

Order from our store: (www.NYCSHS.net) 
with PayPal, credit card, check or money 
order.  Or you can send a check to: NYCSHS, 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany This 310 page, hard 
cover volume includes; 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.40 state sales tax 
for a single volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes; 428 pages, hard cover, 672 
illustrations.  Only $30 plus postage. Ohio 
residents include $2.40 state sales tax for a 
single volume. (*Non-US postage charged at 
actual cost.)  Order from our store: 
(www.NYCSHS.net) 

	  
OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
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 Developing the Layout Plan 

In the first part of this series I described 
the concept of my new layout. 

I wanted to build a model railway, which 
would have great operational interest. 
Whilst the main glamour passenger trains 
ran on the Water Level Route on the east 
side of the Hudson River, on the west side 
it ran the New York Central West Shore, 
River Division running from Weehawken 
NJ North (West in railway direction) 
towards Albany and Selkirk Yard, and 
then west to Buffalo. 

This railway carried commuter and local 
passenger trains as well as freight, and for 
me it had all the components to create a 
new layout. Furthermore a branch line to 
the east in upper New York and into New 
England could be incorporated to run 
New York Central and Boston & Maine 
trains. 

The purists might suggest I should be 
modeling Albany rather than Troy. They 
are probably right! However I like the 
architecture of the relatively small, 
compact depot at Troy and the fact it had 
New York Central, Boston & Maine, 
Delaware & Hudson and Rutland trains 
using it and the possibility of trains 
running to the east. 

The Vision 

As a National Model Railroad Association 
member I attended the 2011 National 
Convention at Sacramento, CA during July 
2011. I was fortunate to attend a lecture by 
Byron Henderson called “Layout Boot 
Camp”. Byron is a professional model 
railroad layout designer and had some 
helpful suggestions on layout design.  

 

Byron suggested you start with a Vision 
for your layout. So that is where I started 
the process: 

Vision – Build a layout of the West Shore 
River Division of the New York Central 
Railroad to capture the essence of 
“America’s Greatest Railroad” and 
provide a setting for the modern CSX 
River Sub-Division. 

Visionary Elements 

World-class quality layout worthy of the 
front cover of any good model railroad 
publication: 
• An O-scale layout with superior 

scenery and double track mainline 
along the Hudson River; 

• Some “lonely” areas of railroad; 
• Plausible railroad journey without 

double backing, that is “One pass a 
scene” operations;  

• Prototype fidelity within reason; 
• Enjoyable and realistic operations for 

model railroad crews, using passenger, 
commuter, and freight trains; 

• Float bridge operations; 
• Walk around, wireless DCC operations 

(I use NCE); 
• No cluttered nor multi-level track 

work; 
• Timeframe 1953, with opportunity to 

jump to present day; 
• Possible narrow gauge On3 railway in 

New England linking to the Branch 
Line 

Operational Considerations 

• Consist lists for each Engineer with 
instructions for running of train; 

A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2)   
By David Howarth   (Photos provided by David) 
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• Engineers to operate turnouts on route 
with minimum use of centralized 
control panels;  

• Sequential train operations initially, 
possibly leading to Time Table control; 

• Three color signals operating a Manual 
Block Signal system, with track 
detection for each rail vehicle. 

 
Layout Physical Elements 

• Classic dog bone double track mainline 
with loops stacked above each other; 

• Branch line to have grade requiring 
pusher locomotives; 

• Walk around wireless NCE DCC 
control; 

• No duck-unders and four foot wide 
aisles wherever possible;  

• No hidden staging; 
• Layout stack for dog bone loops and 

climbing loops to save space; 
• Possible closed circuit cameras for 

engineers to view staging; 
• “Mushroom” section for branch line 

terminal area; 
• Operating coal loading at mines and 

operating coal dumper at port. 
•  

Ignoring history in some areas 

• Weehawken did not have a rotary coal 
dumper and the NYC did not have 
major coal terminal at this location; 

• Little coal was mined in New England; 
• The West Shore Line branches to 

Albany and only remotely to Troy; 
• There is a tunnel from Weehawken 

Yard to the West Shore Line. We will 
not have a tunnel on the layout; 

• Named passenger trains were unlikely 
to travel the West Shore Line, rather on 
the east side of the Hudson River; 

• When operating as the CSX River 
Division history clashes as follows: 

o Present day Weehawken yard is 
filled with condominiums; 

o Freight traffic passes to the west 
of the Palisades via North 
Bergen; 

o Troy Union Station and its 
railroads do not exist today; 

o The River Division is not 
double-tracked its whole length, 
yet CSX is progressively double 
tracking. 

 
Mushroom Versus Two Levels 

I developed a layout plan based on the 
above and the context of the layout as 
shown on the following sketch. 

 

Sketch of the area covered by the layout based 
around the New York Central West Shore 
River Division and a Branch Line to the East. 

 

A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2) (Continued)  
By David Howarth   (Photos provided by David) 
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I had thought that I would use a 
Mushroom configuration to accommodate 
the branch line from the double track main 
line. However the layout plan I had 
developed had limited mainline runs, 
complicated staging, and appeared 
claustrophobic under the mushroom area. 
I was not happy with the design that I had 
developed and did what any good 
engineer does, got a review of design 
progress to date. 

Review Check of Design 

I sent a bundle of plans and thoughts over 
to California to Byron Henderson and 
asked for his review. I worked with him 
for a number of months via email and 
came up with the final plans as presented 
below. After the broad outline of the 
layout was presented by Byron, I filled in 
track details. 

The major changes suggested by Byron 
were: 

• To adopt a double deck layout rather 
than the mushroom; 

• To balance the main staging yards and 
yards on the scenic sections of the 
layout; 

• To keep base boards more shallow than 
I had proposed to enable easier 
construction and maintenance. 

The result was a much longer mainline on 
the River Division and the Branch Line 
and a less cluttered feeling to the layout. I 
obviously benefited from Byron’s years of 
track planning experience.  

I prepared a scale model of both the 
proposals to assist in understanding the 
plans and also to show others what I was 
proposing to build. I have included photos 
of the two arrangements to show their 
development. 

This photo shows the Mushroom Concept. The 
Mushroom layer was to be placed above the 
central area where the steps are shown going 
over the level below. Access to staging areas 
required duck-unders and construction was 
getting complicated. 

This photo shows the Final Layout with 
simpler staging, longer runs and a much 
cleaner look to the design. 

Final Track Plans 

The track plans as shown below have 
generally met all the criteria I had 
proposed with a few exceptions: 

• Staging areas for the narrow gauge 
have been incorporated at each end of 
the narrow gauge track and in the 
middle to represent access from a 
forestry area for logs to the Saw Mill 
Complex; 

• The Mushroom is gone and a two level 
layout is proposed; 

• A duck-under to gain access to the 
center of the peninsular allows access 
to the narrow gauge for uncoupling 

A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2) (Continued)  
By David Howarth   (Photos provided by David) 
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where the base boards are too wide 
and is possibly a good spot for a 
narrow gauge yard master; 

• Platforms have been added to allow 
access to sections of the Upper Level 
where switching activities need wagon 
uncoupling and details of the layout 
need to be seen close up. 

 

Upper Level 

 

Lower Level 

 

A Final Thought on Planning 

It is clear to me that the planning process 
continues as you build the layout, and 
planning is not finally done until the 
layout is finally built. Through the 
construction process I have been 
modifying the track plan as better ideas 
come to mind, and physical constraints 
demand a better solution.   

Scenes and Buildings, Which Can Now 
Be Incorporated in the Layout 

Below are a series of scenes, which I hope 
to incorporate in the layout. They follow 
the layout on the lower level from 
Weehawken to Troy. 

The four piers at Weehawken will enable 
modeling of a passenger station pier, float 
bridge pier, warehouse pier, and grain silo 
pier. A steam depot will be incorporated in 
the center of the yard, and a working coal 
unloader will be built at the end of 
Weehawken Yard.                                                                      

 

Weehawken Passenger Station - the layout 
will have four platforms and two milk sidings 
with a truncated building at the front. 

 

 

A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2) (Continued)  
By David Howarth   (Photos provided by David) 
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The next pier will be a float bridge. I am 
currently thinking of a float car with tug 
beside on a movable trolley so that different 
wagons can be brought to Weehawken like the 
real thing and act as a mobile staging yard. 

The third pier will have a warehouse with two 
tracks entering, one through the building and 
one to its side. I propose to build a Liberty 
Ship, which has been converted to a Blue Line 
vessel after World War II, to be on one side of 
the warehouse similar to the ship in the 
picture below. 

 

The final pier will hold a grain silo similar in 
shape to the picture above but reduced in size 
to about four foot in length. Two tracks will 
run through the building and will extend out 
into the Hudson River. 

 

Bear Mountain Bridge with the West Shore 
Trestle in the foreground over Popolopen 
Creek. 

 

The River Division crosses Popolopen Creek 
in the foreground and passes to the left into 
Fort Montgomery Tunnel as shown below. It 
will be double track as in NYC times. 

A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2) (Continued)  
By David Howarth   (Photos provided by David) 
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Passing the Bear Mountain area the layout 
will have a representation of Ravena, NY 
where a cement plant and fuel oil facility will 
be modeled. In preparation I have built a 1/48-
scale model of a Shell Tanker registered in 
Ottawa, Canada as shown below on a display 
table where the Saw Mill Building for the 
upper level is also shown. The mill is a BTS 
kit. 

As we move around the lower level of the 
layout we arrive at Troy Union Station. 
Here a full sized-scale station building, 
about eight feet long, will be built with six 
platforms. 

 

Before getting to Troy Station an interesting 
tunnel will be built with buildings on top, as 
shown by this photo. 

 

This photo shows Troy Union Station, NY. 
The layout will have a full size scaled model 
of the building and six lines leading to the 
platforms shown. From Troy Station there is a 
Troy Yard proposed to the north and then a 
Junction leading to the Branch Line, and the 
main line leading to a staging area. 

As the above photos show, the layout will 
be able to show many areas where the 
New York Central used to roam. There are 
many other areas not mentioned which 
will provide great modeling opportunities.  

Part 3 of this article will describe the 
locomotives I have collected over the past 
ten years and give a perspective on the O-
scale locomotives that are available today.  

Look for David’s continuation of the 
building of his layout as he models the 
New York Central down under in 
Australia. 

 

 

 

A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2) (Continued)  
By David Howarth   (Photos provided by David) 
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A Model Railroad Layout of the NYC West Shore River Division (Part 2) (Continued)  
By David Howarth   (Layout Diagrams by Frank Knight) 
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Dan Seligmann’s “Notes from the Harlem Line”. 

 
 

Tower No. 65, Chatham, NY.  Detail from a historic post card image (Dated August, 1924) 
Coming in the 2nd Qtr. 2015 Issue 

 
 

A Reminder of the Season of Model Trains 

 
A Holiday Season created for us by Gordon Peterson (Photo by Gordon) 
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Tom Stebly’s P&LE Evans Coil Gondola  

 
 
This photo shows the car fully assembled and awaiting weathering.  There were some areas 
within the gondola that were over masked and will require touchup. Read about it in the 2nd 

Qtr. 2015 issue of the NYCentral Modeler. (Photo by Tom) 
 

Roger Murphy Shares Bill Gregory’s Custom Models with Us. 
 

 
Roger has big plans, but for now he is working on constructing his harbor layout around some of 

these Walthers waterfront kits and some beautiful NYC marine stock from Bill Gregory. (Photo by 
Roger) 
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The New York Central in the Netherlands 

 

 
This Warehouse based upon the Great Lakes Terminal Warehouse in Toledo, OH was scratchbuilt by 
Lars-Erik Sodenkamp, a NYCSHS member living in Santpoort-Noord, the Netherlands. Read about 

his work in an upcoming edition. (Photo by Lars-Eric) 
 

Sunrise in the Yard as a J-1a Hudson Backs onto the Turntable 
 

 
This is a scene on Noel Widdifield’s 1/29-scale Big Four. (Photo by Fred Lagno)  
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NYCentral Modeler – “Mystery Photo” 
 

 
Tell us what piece of equipment is in this drawing. Send your answers to NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 

Chuck Oraftik’s Boston & Albany is Coming Soon 

 
A look down the street and into the yards on Chuck’s HO-scale layout depicting the Boston & 

Albany in the early 1950s.  (Photo by Chuck) 
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Larry Faulkner and Manuel Duran – Duran have been very busy working on a special project for the 
next edition.  You probably noticed that the “Harmon Files” was missing from this edition and the 
“NYC Engineering Department” was very short.  That is because they have been focused on creating 
this monster.  Any guesses what it might be?  Watch for the whole story in the April edition. 

 
Manuel continues to develop 3-D drawings of many of the NYCS structures.  This is a preview of a 
14’ X 20’ Section House that he and Larry are working with a manufacturer to offer as a kit for the 
Society. Not sure right now how it will play out but look for more on this soon. 
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Vintage NYCS Advertisements 

    

These ads were used by the NYC to let people know about their excellent service to passengers. Many 
manufacturers of railroad equipment also used the NYC in their ads during this period. 
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I got positive feedback on this feature in the last edition, so I thought I would continue to 
show what is now available in the Collinwood Shop.  Click here to go to the store. You can 
see that we have added a large number of new models since the last issue. There are also still 
a few of your favorites left from those we listed before. Watch for coming new models. 

Our Latest Offering – A 19000 Plywood Side Caboose Craftsman Kit 

 

 

Buy one or more of these to build while you wait on the TruLine Trains Ready to Run 
Scribed Side Cabooses.  Order today at www.nycshs.net 

Final	  Thoughts	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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Bowser Boston & Albany N-Scale Hopper 

 

These NYCSHS Exclusive hoppers are available for pre-order for a summer of 2015 release. 
This is our first N-scale NYCSHS exclusive offering and pre-orders of these will determine if 
we continue to offer N-scale exclusive models. Only $5.00 down for each hopper two-pack to 
reserve these.  Price for a pair is $42 for non-members and $37.62 for NYCSHS members. 
Order today at www.nycshs.net 

 

 

HO-Scale Structure Kits from American Model Builders 

 
NYC BigFour Freight House Kit                         A Farm House Kit 
 

LASERKITS® are quick, easy and fun for ANY modeler to build! The novice will be thrilled with 
the ease of construction, the clear and simple instructions, and the professional look of the 
completed model…..while the experienced modeler can modify, super-detail, or elaborate to their 
heart's content.  They are cut and engraved from high quality woods (and occasionally styrene) with 
incredible precision and accuracy. The resulting edges are clean, need little, if any, sanding, and 
yield precise details, and exact-fitting parts.  Order some today at www.nycshs.net 
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Bowser HO-Scale Pair EMD F7 A/B-Units Locomotive 

 

Available in choice of road numbers. You may purchase single A-Units or A/B Unit pairs in 
standard or DCC/Sound versions. Non-members price is MSRP; NYCSHS Members Price is 
25% off MSRP.  Shipping extra and Ohio residents must pay 8% Ohio sales tax. Order today 
at www.nycshs.net 

 

Weaver Models O-Scale B&A & NYC 3-Bay Offset Side Hoppers 

   

(Two or Three Rail) (Multiple Road Numbers)  

Order now!! Shipping 1st Qtr. 2015.  Big Savings for NYCSHS members. Order at 
www.nycshs.net 

 

Visit the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop for a wide range of models and 
NYCS apparel and memorabilia.  www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCSHS Exclusive Models 

    
 

HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
(TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 

 

                                
HO- Scale NYCSHS Pacemaker Boxcar                HO-Scale NYC Lines East 
    (MTH) Only a very few left.          Brick Tower (CH&R) Pre-order only. 
                   Email NYCSHS@verizon.net 
 
If you haven’t looked at our online NYCSHS Collinwood Shop lately, you have missed out 
on a very large collection of prototypically correct NYCS locomotive and rolling stock 
models. All are offered to members at between 10% and 20% discount off MSRP.   
 
You have repeatedly asked us to bring you NYCS models in N-, HO-, S- and O-scales and 
we have responded with an excellent selection on all of the scales you have asked for.  We 
will continue to provide you with outstanding models at excellent prices. 
 
If you have ordered some models and are waiting for delivery, check out the delivery 
schedule at http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/  We keep that 
schedule as up-to-date as possible.  If you would like to see what all is being offered click 
here for the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop. Lots of other NYCS goodies also available there. 
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Some Final Thoughts About NYCSHS Model Offerings 
In the last few days I have received some information about some of the models that we have offered 
over the last year and have yet to be produced by the manufacturers who are offering them. 
  
It appears that there are things going on in the industry affecting the ability of the manufacturers to 
deliver their products when they are predicted to be produced and we wanted to share this with you. 
 
I will quote for you a part of an email sent out by Atlas to their customers to give you some insight 
into the problems, not just Atlas, but many model railroad manufacturers are facing today.  
 
“In this season of caring, giving and hope, I would like to sincerely thank you all for the past and continued 
support you have given to Atlas Model Railroad Company during recent turbulent times. 

As many of you know, Atlas dissolved its relationship with a primary overseas supplier due to their request for 
excessive, across the board price increases. These increases would have placed Atlas and our dealers and 
distributors in a no-win competitive position, resulting in more severe business disruption, and potential 
business failure for Atlas. We, of course, could not allow this to happen. 

Following this decision, Atlas needed to transfer thousands of its proprietary molds and tools from multiple 
factory and warehouse locations to multiple new supplier locations. This was easier said than done. Mold 
transfers were delayed, incomplete, damaged, etc., which necessitated Atlas to remake needed molds and tools, 
acquire new machinery, and in some cases go through a steep manufacturing learning curve. 

The chosen path, while painful for Atlas and our customers, has eventually allowed Atlas to reconfigure its 
supplier base and resulted in a stronger and wiser Company. At this point in time, Atlas is close to the healthy 
production levels reached prior to market disruption. Dealer and distributor fulfillment is currently averaging 
70% and many of our products are at much higher levels. 2015 will be better, as our new suppliers work 
smarter and more productively to deliver needed products.” 
 
We at the NYCSHS continue to monitor the production schedule for all of the products we offer.  We 
do our best to continually check the delivery dates for those products and post that information on 
our website on the “Modeling Resources” dropdown “Model Shipping Schedule” tab. 
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/ 
 
As you can see in our “Collinwood Shop” http://www.nycshs.net/ we offer a very large selection of 
NYCS models at excellent discounts to members.  We also regularly offer unique models that cannot 
be obtained elsewhere.  We are dedicated to providing the most authentic NYCS models available 
and to providing them in a timely manner after orders are placed, but we have no control over the 
final production of any of the models offered. We do apologize for the inconvenience and frustration 
these delays may have caused and hope you will continue to support the Society. 
 
We pledge to do our best to deliver the orders to you as soon as we receive them from the 
manufacturer.  Please continue to support the Society by ordering the NYCS models and we ask for 
you to be patient with us as we try to provide them to you as quickly as they are produced. 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  We have been publishing great 
articles from many of you in all scales.  We note that several other 
Historical Societies’ modeling magazines have gone out of 
production from lack of member articles.  Don’t let that happen to 
us. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We have needs for articles and photos for this magazine. 
We need some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  
We could use more help in the NYCSHS archives, backup people for 
the website and the Collinwood Shop, and someone with some 
financial knowledge to help out our Treasurer. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!!  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net. 

As we head into the winter modeling season, the NYCHS would very 
much like to include an article by you in the next issue that will be 
released in the 2nd Qtr. 2015 edition.  You should be doing a lot more 
with your layout or modeling as the weather cools down. If you will be 
building things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be 
a good time to take some photos and do an article for us.  We really 
would love to hear about your modeling or see your layout. We offer a 
good opportunity to showcase your talents or collection. Even if you 
don’t feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your 
layout.  We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next 
one, send them to us by March 1, 2014.  NYCSHS@verizon.net 

How Are You Helping the NYCSHS 
   Preview Of 2nd 

Quarter 2015 
issue 

 

Bob Shaw returns with 
the third in the series 
about building his O-

Scale NYC layout. 

Look for an article by Ed Enyedy on 
his 1933 NYC layout and detailed 

Cleveland, OH scenes. 

We plan to  have a third article from 
David Howarth as he continues to 

build a new NYCS  railroad. 
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Look for another 
detailed drawing by 

Manuel Duran- 
Duran and the 
model by Larry 

Faulkner in the 2nd 
Qtr. 2015 edition. 
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NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 
HARMON SHOPS 

COAL CHUTE 
PROGRESS REPORT 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
NYC – Coal Chute, Harmon, N.Y.  Perspective 
View – Progress Drawing. (MDD) 
 
This is a progress report on the current 
project of “THE HARMON FILES".  
Manuel Duran-Duran and I have decided 
to tackle the Harmon Coal Chute.  This is 
by far the biggest project thus far and we 
need extra time to coordinate a viable 
game plan and lay out all the components. 
We decided to do this whopper full scale 
with no selective compression.  
 
This structure measured out to 320 feet 
minus the approach ramp.  There were a 

total of 30 bins, 15 per side.  This is being 
built mostly with Evergreen Scale Models 
styrene strip and sheet.   Stay tuned… 
 

 
NYC – Coal Chute, Harmon, N.Y.  Date 
unknown ( Croton-on-Hudson Historical 
Society) 
 

 
NYC – Coal Chute, Harmon, N.Y.  Initial 
drawing development showing the concrete 
end of the Coal Chute structure and the 
bins/chute assembly details. (MDD) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Lower Section – 9 Sections assembled.  The model 
will have 15 sets of bins/chutes ( LF) 

 Lower Section with upper wall trusses installed 
and models placed to show scale. ( LF) 

 




