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Victor Roman’s New York Cental Hudson 
Division layout shows off Vic’s fine modeling 
skills as illustrated here with his model of the 
Albany, NY Union Station. (Continued page 25) 
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The  NYCSHS  provides  considerable  
NYC  Railroad  information  that  is  very  
useful  for  modelers.  Pages  2  &  4.  

My  NYC  N-‐‑Scale  Railroad  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

Check  out   the   regular  NYCentral  Modeler   feature,  “From  The  New  
York  Central   Engineering   Department”   by  Manuel   Duran-‐‑Duran.    
It  offers  scale  drawings  of  NYCS  structures  that  you  can  model.  

  The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing   information  
about   modeling   of   the   railroad   in   all   scales.   This   issue  
features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC-‐‑related  
models  and  layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  
help   members   improve   their   ability   to   model   the   New  
York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  

  

Richard Feldman began his fascination with trains from an American Flyer 
train set he received as a child.  He discovered N-scale later in life and has 
built a wonderful layout of the NYC.  He shares that layout and his fine 
modeling with us in this issue.  We have had very few articles over the years 
of layouts and models that are not HO-scale.  We hope that this motivates a 
few more of you to send us articles in other scales. (Page 69)  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical   Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four  
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed  
Central   Headlight,   the   official  

publication   of   the  NYCSHS.    
Only   available   to   members,  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information.   From   steam  
to  diesel   (and  electric),   from  
freight   to   passenger,   from  
branchline   to   mainline,   and  
from   the   early   days   of  
Vanderbilt   to   the   waning  
months   of   Young   and  
Perlman,   the   Central  
Headlight   covers   it   all.   Our  
Annual   Meetings   are   also  
not  to  be  missed,  focusing  on  
the   preservation   of   New  
York  Central  railroad  history  
with   informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  
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The  NYCSHS  Modelers’  Committee  
For  almost  three  years,  we  have  had  an  official  modeling  committee  that  has  focused  on  modeling  
the  NYCS.    This  has  been  a  hard-‐‑working  committee.  

The  members  of  the  committee  are:  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,  Tom  
Ball,   Jeff   English,   Noel  Widdifield   (Chair),   Dave   Staplin,   Paul   Pickard,   Larry   Faulkner,   Manuel  
Duran-‐‑Duran,  Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  and  Rich  Stoving.    

We  have  a  Yahoo  Group  for   the  committee  and  have  had  a  meeting  a  month   to  work  on  several  
projects.    We  continue  to  bring  new  modeling  features  to  the  Society.  We  released  the  NYC  Panel-‐‑
Side  55-‐‑ton  hopper,  the  Accurail  MDT  Reefer,  and  are  working  on  the  19000  caboose.  (See  caboose  
details   on   page   18.)   We   are   working   on   several   other   projects,   like   gondolas,   tank   cars   and  
passenger   cars,   but   if   you   have   some   ideas   for   us   or   would   like   to   join   us,   contact   us   at  
NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
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Something like fifty years ago, Nancy and 
I hopped into our ’57 Volkswagen Beetle 
and drove to a hobby shop in New Jersey 
that I’m told is still in business.  Some 
outlandishly decorated AHM HO-scale 
boxcars were on sale for 98 cents each, and 
I sprang for sixteen of them and sixteen 
sets of Champ Pacemaker decals with the 
hope of adding a 16-car Pacemaker freight 
to my then growing roster of NYC 
equipment.  

At the time, I was doing Lionel repairs at 
Carmen Webster’s Model Railroad 
Equipment Corp. in New York City, and a 
fellow employee who was friendly with 
someone at NYC’s West 72nd Street Yard 
gave me two little cans of genuine NYC 
Pacemaker paint – gray and red.  “It’s 
lacquer-based,” he said, “just thin it and 
spray it on.”  It was, and I did, and soon I 
had sixteen “sort-of” Pacemaker boxcars.  
Nancy still talks about cutting out the little 
“footballs” – NYC ovals – from the decal 
sets.  Sure, the cars had wrong font 
numbers, incorrect doors, ends, and other 
stuff, but I thought that nobody could 
argue about the colors. 

But they did.   “Gray’s too dark,” was a 
frequent comment.  That started me 
thinking about color, and I’m still thinking 
about it.  And what I’m thinking now is 
that it might be that some of us get a little 
too concerned about getting the colors of a 
car, a locomotive, a structure, or anything 
we might want to model exactly “right.”  
Consider the following: 

•  Viewing a model under artificial light 
differs greatly from viewing its 
prototype under sunlight. 

•  It’s fairly easy to find two color photos 
of the same prototype showing 
considerable variation in color. 

•  It’s also fairly easy to find a photo of a 
string of cars that were supposedly 
painted the same, but with 
considerable variation in color from 
one car to another. 

•  Scale may affect color perception.  It 
has been said that this effect occurs in 
scales smaller than O-scale.  

•  Colors on prototypes fade.  The grays 
on Pacemaker cars “chalked” very 
quickly, causing the railroad to shift to 
black reporting marks. 

• With rare exceptions, a color 
photograph of a prototype is not likely 
to be very accurate. 

 
•  People see colors differently.  I can 

easily tell the difference between blue 
and green, but I think one of our cat’s 
toys is closer to green than blue; Nancy 
thinks it’s closer to blue than green. 

My hat’s off to anyone who wants to chip 
away at an old railroad structure to get a 
paint sample.  That’s a special kind of 
railroad archaeology and fine for those 
who enjoy it.  And I salute any modeler 
who strives for color accuracy – that’s 
commendable.   Model railroading should 
always be a “to each his own” hobby. 

I experienced a little color match issue a 
few years ago.  I wanted to paint the front 
contour board of my layout Pullman 
Green.   I think it’s a lovely color, very 
evocative of the era that I model.  So 
having found a color photo of a Pullman 
car that looked about “right” to my 
memory and eye (two major variables 

                                                            Color      By  NYCSHS  President  R.  L.    Stoving  
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right there!), I headed for the local 
Sherwin-Williams with the photo.  “Can 
you mix up a can of semi-gloss latex to 
match that color?” I asked, pointing to the 
sleeper in the photo.  “Well, we can try,” 
the clerk said, “but could you bring in the 
real thing?”  When I explained that it was 
about 80 feet long and weighed about 86 
tons, she agreed to go with the photo. 

So what became of my half-century-old 
Pacemaker boxcars?  They still ramble 
around my layout; see the January issue of 
Modeler Railroader, page 56. And the gray 
color hasn’t “chalked” one bit! 

  

NYCSHS News 

The 2014 NYCSHS Annual 
Convention will be held in Cleveland, 
OH, on April 25 – 27 and it is almost sold 
out.   

 

The convention committee has worked 
hard to prepare for this exciting annual 
event.  There will be a train show, model 

showcase, silent auction, layout tours, 
NYCSHS Archive open house, evening 
speakers, a tour of Age of Steam 
Roundhouse, banquet, keynote speaker 
and members’ meeting. 

The committee bringing all this includes: 
Chuck Beargie: Chairman 
Dave Nethery: Registrar 
Jeff Koncal:  Assistant Registrar, Assistant 
Tour Coordinator 
Joe Epperson: Treasurer, Banquet 
Coordinator 
Sheldon Lustig: Tour Coordinator 
Dick Wilkinson: Silent Auction 
William Feth: Layout Tours and 
Convention Booklet 
Bud Speirling: Train Show 
Joe Quinlivan: Publication Chair 
Kyle Coble & Manuel Duran-Duran: 
Model Showcase Coordinators 
Stephen Titchenal & Frank Bongiovanni: 
Clinics 
Ray Bottles, William & Karen Feth, John 
& Harold Persuit, Jim Semon, Paul & 
Pauline Handman, James & Judy Wenter, 
and Dick Wilkison: Committee members. 
 
Planning has begun for the 2015 
NYCSHS Annual Convention to be 
held in Utica, NY, on May 1 – 3, 2015. 

 

NYCSHS Director, Richard Barrett, will 
head the committee to bring us another 
wonderful convention for next year.  He 
may be contacted at: Rich645@aol.com 

 

                                                            Color    (Continued)    By  President  R.  L.    Stoving  
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    From  the  Cab  
Railroad modeling takes many forms and that is 
the wonderful thing about this hobby.  We 
estimate that well over 60% of our members are 
modelers and of course, most of those model the 
NYCS. 
 
We have just completed our second Survey 
Monkey modeler’s survey and are about to release 
the results.  It is clear that many of you have strong 
feelings about the Society’s responsibility to 
support the modeling community with accurate 
models of NYCS equipment and structures. 
 
The Society’s Modeling Committee works hard to 
reach out to the model manufacturers to help 
provide accurate prototype information and 
technical support.  They also work hard to provide 
accurate models for sale in the “Collinwood Shop” 
for you to purchase. 
 
The NYCentral Modeler provides a place for our 
modelers to share their layouts and modeling skills 
with all of us.  This issue shows some interesting 
examples of some of these skills.  
 
But, we can only publish what we receive from 
you modelers out there. In each issue I continue to 
ask for articles about your modeling.  Please 
consider sharing your layouts, models, and 
modeling skills with the rest of the membership.  
This is your publication and requires your input to 
be successful. Consider writing an article for us. 
Thanks, Noel 
Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections to NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the purpose 
of providing NYCS modeling information.  It is a 
publication by the NYCSHS Modeling Committee 
–- all rights reserved. It may be reproduced for 
personal use only. It is not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered to 
be gratis and no reimbursement will be made to 
the author(s) or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative(s).  The Society reserves the right to 
reject, for any reason, any material submitted. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style guide 
to be used for articles and will send it to any 
aspiring author.  Photos should be submitted at 
not less than 640 x 480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or 
PDF format.  Statements and opinions made are 
those of the authors and don’t necessarily 
represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information is 
technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

I really want to hear from you about what you 
think about this issue and about your modeling or 
collecting. We will help you tell your story. 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@pdt.net                                                                                                                    NYCSHS  Books:  www.nycshs.org  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                          NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com                  NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay  mackdave@optimum.net  
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Victor Roman  Vic Roman’s Hudson Division 

 

 

Maurice Lewman           Maurice Lewman’s 1/4 –Scale Baker Gear Model 

Vic’s passion for model railroading started early. Unlike other modelers 
his influence came from the prototype. He lived across the street from 
the Carmen cut off which was a line that was constructed in the early 
1900s to divert traffic around Schenectady, in the late ‘60s early ‘70s. He 
watched Penn Central and finally Amtrak and Conrail passing by. 

His influence with steam locomotives came from trips to the Altamont Fair with his father to see the 
Mexican 4-8-4. He was a good friend with Ken, whose grandfather worked for Alco locomotive 
works. Once his parents noticed his fondness for trains they started giving him model trains for 
Christmas and so the seed was planted. After graduating high school he followed his father’s 
footsteps in the family business as a union ceramic tile setter in which he has just completed his 28th 
year of service. During that time he also served as a volunteer fire fighter. He played bass guitar in 
various live bands, which took all his attention away from model railroading. But after retiring from 
firefighting and music, he was able to come back to modeling at that time he joined the Schenectady 
Model Railroad Club where he met some great people who are very good friends to this day.   	  

Maurice says that he guesses you could say that he comes from a railroad 
family. His father and uncle were section foremen and he started out on 
the section in 1947.  After about three years, in 1950, he started firing and 
ended his career on the railroad in 1992. 
 
Like many young men at that time he did most of the repair work on his 
own autos.  That made him find the mechanics of a steam locomotive very  

interesting.  That is what made the Baker Valve Gear a fun project for him. 
 
He fired steam from 1950 until the end in 1957, and then it was all diesel. The challenge of firing steam 
made it a fun job, as the running of the diesel with big trains also made it a challenge.  He tells us that 
his tour of railroading was	  a fun trip, and he enjoyed most of the trip.  
 
He is a great teller of railroad tales and was the featured speaker at the 2012 NYCSHS Annual 
convention where he also supervised the running of Little River Railroad’s restored Pacific loco #110. 
He and his son were the source of many great railroading stories at the convention.  
 
As for being a railroad family, his son is an engineer and his grandson is a Chief Dispatcher. 
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 Rick De Candido  Building My NYC DFA/B-1a in HO-Scale 

Rick requested that we not print a bio for him and didn’t send a photo of himself. 

 

Philip Lee   A Young Modeler’s New York Central 

Philip says he was probably bitten by the railroad bug a few months after 
he was born for he was told that when his parents took him to the 
Crestwood station on the Harlem Line at three months old, he jumped and 
bounced about at the cavalcade of Metro-North equipment. He stills 
remembers jumping around as a tiny tot when he saw a work train with a 
long-hood-forward lashup of two GP35Rs in elephant formation. 	  

Thomas’ toys were among the only playthings he would ever amuse himself with, though he 
did play with blocks (if only for the purpose of creating buildings which sat upon the train 
table). 

As he grew up, he began to model in HO-scale. His first model railroad was a Santa Fe Life-
Like HO-scale starter set, which he received at seven years old. However, when he looked at 
the cars, he noticed that they “didn’t look real” though he was unable to articulate as to why. 
This issue was left alone, as he also had an interest in animals during that time period (which 
he has all but abandoned). To further complicate the matter, he began to take viola lessons in 
elementary school and had a two-year affair with Microsoft Train Simulator. After seeing that 
the ladders on the paper-like virtual railroad cars were not separate, he decided to go back to 
model railroading and abandon the world of computer-animated railroading. However, the 
simple Life-Like oval would not do. At eleven years old, after much blood, sweat, and a few 
tears, he assembled a Branchline Blueprint Series reefer kit. It was a crude effort, and many 
(later replaced) parts were lost, but at least the grabirons were separate! It was right around 
that time period that he contracted “Central Syndrome,” though he was not above learning 
about other railroads too (the somewhat self-described crude MDT reefer project described in 
his article was undertaken right after the Branchline kit’s construction). His New York Central-
related endeavors have continued to today, and he is happy to report that, though he only 
models sometimes (due to the educational institution which he attends), he still reads about the 
Central and works on HO-scale models whenever he is able. 

He just purchased two of the NYCSHS offered MDT reefers while at our booth at the 
Springfield show and just joined the NYCSHS. 

He says that if someone wants to count his rivets, he can be contacted at nyc3001@gmail.com 
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Andy Szabo  A Press Release: December 27, 1958 

 

 

 

	  

Andy’s fascination with railroads began with his older brother’s Lionel 
trains and a permanent 12’ x 8’ layout in their parent’s basement.  Andy 
switched to HO-scale in his early teens, but his interests didn’t settle on the 
New York Central RR until a few years later. This is Andy’s second article 
for the NYCentral Modeler. His first appeared in the 2nd Qtr. 2012 edition.  
	  

 
Richard Feldman My NYC N-Scale Railroad 

Richard spent his youth in Euclid, Ohio, an industrial suburb of Cleveland.  
He was close to both the New York Central and Nickel Plate mainlines 
between Cleveland and Buffalo.  He was always interested in building things 
whether model railroading, Erector sets, or building block sets.  After 
graduating Shaker Heights High School he attended Carnegie Tech where he 
received a degree in mechanical engineering in 1963.  	  

During the Vietnam War, he obtained a job with a defense contractor where he served in 
quality control and sales positions.  During his tenure with them, he received an MBA degree 
from Case Western Reserve University.  In 1970 he joined a family cabinet shop and 
transformed it into a contractor specializing in furnishing educational, medical, and research 
projects throughout the state of Ohio. 

In 1965 he married his wife of 48 years.  They have three sons who in turn have married and 
fathered six grandchildren.  Their boys live in Houston, Cleveland, and northern New Jersey.  
He currently spends the summers in the Cleveland area and the winters in Tucson, AZ.  He 
and his wife also spend a good deal of time traveling to visit their grandchildren. 

He is involved with the Tucson N-Trak club and the LENS group in northeastern Ohio.  In 
addition he is an NMRA member and on the archive committee of the New York Central 
System Historical Society.  In addition to model railroading he enjoys golf, bicycle riding, and 
traveling. 
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The NYCentral Modeler Showcases NYCS Modeling and Models 

As you can see from this list of authors above, this magazine provides a place for NYCSHS 
members and even non-members to share their life’s accumulation of NYCS models and 
their talent at NYCS modeling. 

The best way we in this hobby can learn is by seeing what others do. So when one of us 
takes the time to write an article or share some photos, we all benefit.  If you look at the 
authors above you notice that they come in all ages and places. They are members and non-
members, but they all share a couple of things.  They all love modeling the NYCS, and they 
all have taken the time to include us in their hobby. 

In this magazine, we have had articles and photos of all phases of this great hobby. We have 
shown some collections, some excellent “how to” articles, many layouts, some wonderful 
models, and some prototype photos and articles.   

In each case, the article started with an email from us or from one of you. Usually that 
resulted in a phone call or two with us and we sent out some materials to help the potential 
author understand what would be needed.  From there we reached an agreement on what 
would be produced, and then the author wrote the material and sent it to us for review. 
From there we refined that article together and the final version was then ready for us to edit 
and place in line to be published. At that point it is filed until we have the opening for it in 
one of our editions. This process usually takes about two months from the initial contact to 
having the article ready for publication.   

The	  point	  I	  am	  making	  is	  that	  it	  is	  all	  pretty	  easy	  to	  do.	  	  We	  provide	  as	  much	  help	  as	  you	  need	  
and	  before	  you	  know	  it,	  you	  are	  seeing	  your	  modeling	  or	  collecting	  published	  for	  all	  to	  enjoy.	  

So	  why	  don’t	  you	  contact	  us	  today	  and	  let	  us	  help	  you	  share	  this	  great	  hobby	  together.	  	  Email	  us	  
at	  NYCBigFour@verizon.net	  and	  before	  you	  know	  it	  your	  photo	  and	  bio	  will	  be	  on	  this	  page	  and	  
your	   article	   will	   be	   on	   some	   of	   the	   following	   pages,	   so	   we	   all	   can	   share	   in	   your	   talent	   and	  
enjoyment.	  

	  

This is a photo of an American Flyer K-5 Pacific that was my first model loco in the early 1940s.  My 
dad lettered it for the NYC, and it wasn’t until I was about 12 until I realized that it wasn’t a real 
NYC loco.  Do you have a similar story to share with us?  We want to hear from you. Tell us about 
your collection, layout, model building project, or just about why you are a NYCS modeler. Our 
readers love to read our stories.  Why not let them hear yours?  NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Z-Scale 

Micro-Trains 

 

These 51’ 3” mechanical reefers with rivet sides, 
single plug doors and bearing roofwalks, are 
painted aluminum with yellow sides with blue 
bands. They bear the 20” blue and white oval New 
York Central logos, white reporting marks/road 
numbers, ‘Mechanical Reefer’ designations, and 
black small lettering. They were built in July 1956 
by Pacific Car & Foundry of Renton, WA, and run 
on Roller Bearing trucks. They wear the standard 
NYC scheme for mechanical refrigerator cars—
aluminum roof and ends, yellow sides with a blue 
stripe and type 4 “New York Central” herald. 

#548 00 031...$28.90          #548 00 032...$28.90 

N-Scale 

Rolling Stock 

Micro-Trains 

NYC 60’ Heavyweight RPO  

 

This 60’ RPO heavyweight passenger car is painted 
in a post-war two-tone gray paint scheme with 
white herald and lettering. The roof is black and 
the underframe is gray. It was built by Pressed 
Steel Car in 1911 and runs on six-wheel 
heavyweight trucks. This paint scheme is from the 

classic era of New York Central post-War 
passenger service. However, this is not a very 
prototypically correct model. The white lettering is 
not correct. 
Model #140 00 130.  Road # 4819 
MSRP  $29.35          Release date Spring 2014 

Centralia Car Shops 

4-4-2 Sleepers 

 

 

Stock # CCS6812  Car numbers and names 

05- Eads Bridge, 06 – Henry Hudson Bridge, 07 –
InterNational Bridge, 08 – Thousand Islands Bridge 

MSRP $39.95  Expected delivery early 2014 
Other Sleepers available in 20th Century Limited 
and standard NYC livery. 

 http://intermountain-railway.com/distrib/ccs/ccsn.htm 

 

HO-Scale 

Accurail 
41’ Steel Gondola 

 

 Three car set of CCC& StL/Big Four 41' AAR steel 
gondolas at $45.98. The gondolas are also available 
individually at $16.98 each. 
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Intermountain 
10’ Inside Height Post War Boxcars 

 

Product # 45779 Car #s 175011, 175106, 175026, 
175149, 175068, 175240 

MSRP $31.95  Expected delivery July 2014 

Bowser 
70-Ton 14 Panel Triple Hopper Built 6-57 

 
KIT INCLUDES: One piece plastic molded body, 
under frame, brake wheel, air tank, brake cylinder, 
triple valve, free rolling trucks with metal wheels, 
knuckle couplers, & car weights. 
#56928 Rd #919232 #56929 Rd #919251 #56930 Rd 
#919277 

MSRP $14.95  Expected Delivery Spring 2014 

MTH 
P&LE USRA 55-Ton Steel Twin Hopper 

 

Product # 80-97052    Road Numbers 37845, 37848, 
37852 

Six Car Sets Road Numbers 37840, 37846, 37854, 
37858, 37867, 37865 or 37842, 37844, 37853, 37857, 
37869, 37860 

Features  
•  Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body 
•  Metal Wheels and Axles 
•  Decorative Brake Wheels 
•  Separate Metal Handrails 
•  1:87 Scale Dimensions 
•  Kadee Couplers 
•  Detailed Undercarriage 
•  Detailed 4-Wheel Trucks  
•  Unit Measures: 4 3/4" x 1 3/8" x 1 1/2"  
•  Operates On 18" Radius Curves 
MSRP $34.95 each   Expected delivery Spring 2014 

HO-Scale Locomotives 

Bowser 
F-7a New York Central

 
Features: air hoses, windshield wipers, grab irons, 
coupler lift bars, operating headlight, window 
glass, can motor, flywheels, nickel silver wheels 
with RP25 flanges and KD® couplers. Analog (DC) 
version features NMRA 8 & 21 pin plug for DCC, 
DCC/Sound version features LokSound Select 
Dual-Mode decoder which allows locomotive to be 
used on DC as well as on DCC layouts. 

Delivery Expected May 2014 
#24064 Cab #1842 $179.95 each 
#24065 Cab #1852 $179.95 each 
#24066 Cab #1842 w/DCC/LokSound $279.95 each 
#24067 Cab #1852 w/DCC/LokSound $279.95 each 

F-7a/b New York Central 
#24068 Cab #1842 & #3470 $329.95 each 
#24069 Cab #1852 & #3461 $329.95 each 
#24070 Cab #1842 & #3470 w/DCC/LokSound 
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$499.95 each 
#24071 Cab #1852 & #3461 w/DCC/LokSound 
$499.95 each 

Intermountain 
NYC F-7A/B

 

 
EMD F-7A/B  Product #s 49030 & 49530 A units 
Non-Sound 
49030S & 49530S with Sound - Cigar Band. 
MRSP A - $149.95 no sound,  $229.95 with sound 
MRSP B - $139.95 no sound, $219.95 with sound 
Expected delivery – April 2014 
 

S-Gauge 

MTH 
NYC Rebuilt Steel Box Car (Pacemaker) 

 

Product Number 174992  Road numbers 174992, 
174995 
 
Features  
· Detailed Durable ABS Body 
·  Metal Wheels and Axles 
·  Separate Metal Handrails 
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
·  Needle-Point Axles 
·  American Flyer Compatible Coupler 
·  S Scale Kadee Compatible Coupler Mounting  

·  Sliding Car Doors 
·  Unit Measures:8 13/16" x 1 7/8" x 2 9/16"  
·  Operates On 20" Radius Curves 
 MSRP $59.95  Expected delivery Spring 2014 

 
O-Scale 
 
MTH RailKing 
NYC 60’ Streamlined ABS Passenger Cars 
(1940) 

 

Product # 30-67769 

Baggage - 5019, Sleeper - City of Cleveland, Sleeper – 
Onondaga, Observation (Boat Tail) - Bedloes Island 
Features  
·  Durable ABS Intricately Detailed Bodies 
·  Metal Wheels and Axles 
·  Overhead Interior Lighting 
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
·  End-of-Car Diaphragms 
·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
·  Detailed Car Interiors 
·  Four Car Sets Feature: (1) Baggage, (2) Sleepers, 
(1) Observation  
·  Unit Measures: 68 3/4" x 2 5/8" x 3 5/16"  
·  Operates On O-31 Curves 
 MSRP $ 249.95  Expected delivery Spring 2014 
 
NYC 60’ Streamlined ABS Passenger Set 
(1938) 

 

Features same as above.  Product # 30-67755 
Baggage – 5020, Sleeper - Cascade Glory, Sleeper - 
Cook County, Observation (Boat Tail) - Manhattan 
Island 
Individual cars including a “Vista Dome?? – 
(NYC didn’t have them)” are also available at 
$64.95 - $69.95 

http://www.mthtrains.com/news 
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Atlas O 

NYC 60’ Coach, RPO, Baggage & 
Combine 

	  

Features:  

• Die-cast sprung trucks 
• Full scale dimensions and details 
• Separately-applied grab irons 
• Interior lighting 
• Separately-applied diaphragms 
• Interior details 
• Based upon C&NW prototypes 
• Minimum diameter curve: O-36 (3-Rail) 
• Minimum radius curve: 36" (2-Rail) 

Four road numbers are available per road name for 
the Passenger Coaches. The RPO, Baggage and 
Combine Cars have two road numbers per road 
name. 

MSRP 3-rail $99.95  2-rail $104.95 Expected 
Delivery 3rd Qtr 2014 

O-Scale Locomotives 

MTH Railking 
F-3 A/B 

FEATURING 
 
- Intricately Detailed ABS Bodies 
- Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 

- Die-Cast Metal Chassis 
- Metal Handrails and Horn 
- Authentic Paint Scheme 
- Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
- (2) Remote Controlled Proto-Couplers 
- Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
- Directionally Controlled Constant Voltage LED 
Headlights 
- (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motors In Lead 
A-Unit 
- Operating ProtoSmoke Unit 
- Onboard DCC Receiver 
- Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 
Increments 
- 1:48 Scale Proportions 
- Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 
System Featuring Passenger Station Proto-Effects 
- Unit Measures: 40 1/4” x 2 5/8” x 3 3/4” 
- Operates On O-31 Curves 

F-3 ABA Diesel Engine Set w/Proto-Sound 3.0 - 
New York Central 

A Units - 3502 & 3503,  B Unit - 3601    Product 
Number: 30-20221-1  
MSRP  $ 529.95                       Shipping May 2014 
 
MTH Premier Line 
NYC GP-7 

 

Features  
·  Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 
·  Metal Chassis 
·  Metal Handrails and Horn 
·  Moveable Roof Fans 
·  Metal Body Side Grilles 
·  Detachable Snow Plow 
·  (2) Engineer Cab Figures 
·  Authentic Paint Scheme 
·  Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
·  (2) Remote Controlled Proto-Couplers 
·  Kadee Compatible Coupler Mounting Pads 
·  Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
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·  Directionally Controlled Constant Voltage LED 
Headlights 
·  Lighted Cab Interior 
·  Illuminated Number Boards 
·  Lighted Marker Lights 
·  (2) Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motors 
·  Operating Smoke Unit 
·  Onboard DCC Receiver 
·  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 
Increments 
·  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion Capable 
·  1:48 Scale Proportions  
·  Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 
System Featuring: Freight Yard Proto-Effects  
·  Unit Measures: 14 3/4" x 2 1/2" x 3 3/4"  
·  Operates On O-31 Curves  
Diesel DCC 
Product # 20-20363-1 road numbers 5699, 5696 & 
5690 
MSRP $439.95  Expected April 2014 
 

Large Scale 

Walthers – LGB – Approximately 1/26  
Scale 
NYC Mikado with Digital Sound 

 

Product Number 426-27872   Road Number 1890 
Weatherproof model features a factory-installed 
multi-train control system decoder for use on DC 
or DCC systems. An encapsulated gear drive 
combined with a powerful Buhler motor drives 
four axles, and the loco has two traction tires, plus 
12 electrical pickups to provide smooth, steady 
power. The articulated drive system lets you use 
the engine on sharp radius curves as small as R1. 
Digital, electronic sound features include bell, 
whistle, brakes, air pump and feed water pump, as 
well as exhaust synchronized with the motion of 
the wheels. Built-in volume control can be adjusted 
for indoor or outdoor operations, and sound 
functions can also be remote controlled (with the 
multi-train control system). Other features include 
a built-in smoke generator, reversing headlights, 

positionable cab vents and firebox door complete 
with flickering light inside. The locomotive has a 
four-position selector switch for the mode of 
operation and a voltage limiting system, plus a 
general-purpose electrical socket with a safety 
feature. Weight 7,400 grams / 16 pounds 5 ounces. 
Length 93 cm / 36-5/8". 
MSRP $2099.98 Expected Late Spring 2014 
http://www.walthers.com/exec/productinfo/426-
27872 

 

Books and Magazine Articles 

Classic Trains Spring 2014, pp. – 20- 31 

“Finding Alco FA Diesels” by J. David 
Ingles  

The article is a collection of photos of Alco 
FA’s taken mostly in the 1960s and 
includes a couple of great photos of NYC 
ones.  The article tells the FA story and 
tells about finding them for the photos. 

Model Railroader February 2014, page 28 

“Trackside Photos”  

A great shot of Ed Nottage’s lightning 
stripe F-units on the Chatham Turn on his 
N-scale layout of the Boston & Albany 
Division of the NYC in the summer of 
1957. 

Model Railroader March 2014, pp. 58 – 61 

“A Piece of Ohio in a Penn Central Depot” 
by Jim Smas 

This is an article about the Sebring Model 
Railroad Club’s HO-scale layout. It is set 
in eastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania 
in the late 1940s – 1950s and includes a 
great feature shot of the 20th Century 
Limited passing the Sebring, OH depot. 
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Update on NYCSHS Models 
NYC 19000 Cabooses 

Latest Drawings

 

 

 

 

 

We are still shooting for delivery of these 
models for late spring this year.  They are 
going to be very exact replicas of the real 
thing and we want them to be right. 

TrueLine Trains is working with the 
factory in China on these and we are very 
pleased with the drawings. TrueLine 
Trains has taken all of our help and 
suggestions and you can see from these 
images that we are getting close. 

It will be worth the wait.  We have pre-
orders for over 700 models. If you haven’t 
pre-ordered, do it now, or you will lose 
you change.  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
will get you on the list. 

NYC DFA/B-6/9 

 

The C-Liners are in production in China. 
There have been added delays to get them 
correct.  They are expected within a couple 
of months and will be worth the wait.  
They are completely sold out at this time. 

It takes a long time to get these models 
absolutely correct, and it always seems to 
take longer than planned to get them out. 
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Plans from the NYCSHS Modeling 
Committee 

The NYCSHS Modeling Committee 
continues to work to provide models that 
are prototypically correct and affordable. 
We have delivered three models so far. 

We recently completed our second survey 
on NYCS models and have gotten good 
feedback to the survey.  Full results will be 
published soon.  

The results shown here and the rest of the 
data collected from the survey will help us 
make decisions about future offerings. 

Several of you complained about the fact 
that we have only offered HO-scale cars, 
but results of the survey confirm, that over 
70% of those responding model in HO. 

Second NYCSHS Modeler 
Survey Results 

The results show the following for other 
scales. 

Z-scale = .38%, N-scale = 7.28%, HO-scale 
= 70.11%, S-scale = 4.6%, O-scale 2 rail = 
9.96%, O-scale 3 rail = 13.41%, Large Scale 
1/29 = 2.68%, Large Scale 1/32 = 1.56% 
and Live Steam = 2.68%.  

• Do you model the NYCS?    Yes 86.59%  
No  13.41% 

• What scale do you model?  
Z-scale .38%, N-scale 7.28%, HO-scale 
70.11%, S-scale 4.60%, O-scale 2-rail 
9.96%, O-scale 3-rail 13.41%, Large 
Scale 1/29 2.68%, Large Scale 1/32 
1.53%, Live Steam 2.68%, and Other 
5.36%. 

• What type of freight car would you like 
the Society to offer? 
Boxcar 35.43%, Reefer 23.43%, Hopper 
25.14%, Covered Hopper 25.71%, Flat 
23.43%, Gondola 22.86%, Caboose 
46.29%, Other 33.71% 

• What type of passenger car would you 
like the Society to offer? 

 
Baggage 48.11%, Combine 40%, RPO 
30.81%, Coach 41.62%, Diner 30.81%, 
Sleeper 28.11%, Observation 31.35%, 
and Other 37.84% 

• What type of NYCS building structure 
would you like the Society to offer? 
Passenger Station 52.69%, Freight 
House 34.41%, Tower 47.85%, Hand 
Car Shed 17.74%, Steam Loco Service 
Structure 30.11%, Diesel Loco Service 
Structure 15.05%, Tool House 22.04%, 
Section House 21.51%, and Other 
23.66% 

The complete results will be provided 
soon by our MailChimp emails. If you 
have suggestions NYCSHS@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 

Noel Widdifield 
NYCSHS Modeling Committee Chair 

 
This photo is of the NYCSHS models of the 
MDT M-4 reefers.  They were produced by 
Accurail with our technical support. All of the 
models sold out in less than three weeks. 
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Two	  New	  DVDs	  	  
Mainline	  Valuation	  Maps	  

Main	  Line	  -‐	  Albany	  to	  Buffalo	  

 

 

Albany	  Terminal	  Val	  Map	  

This DVD that is the second in the series of 
NYCSHS offered Valuation Maps contains 
Mohawk and Western divisions from the 
Hudson River to the shores of Lake Erie 
plus the line of the Niagara 
Branch.  Valuation maps were created in 
1917 by the New York Central Railroad to 
comply with the Valuation Act of 1913.   

The DVD provides an excellent resource 
for modelers and historians in 
understanding the New York Central 
mainline from Albany to Buffalo. 

$50.00 for non-members and $40.00 for 
NYCSHS members. Postage & shipping 

included. Ohio residents must pay 8% 
Ohio sales tax. 
 

New	  Structures	  Drawing	  DVD 

 
Thanks to the generous contribution from 
the folks at the Danbury Railway Museum 
we have been able to update our 
Structures DVD with drawings from their 
collection. 

This new DVD provides drawings of the 
Electric Zone and Hudson Division 
structures, standard plan books, 
miscellaneous plans, and additional 
structure drawings.  

Price is $40.00 for non-members and $32.00 
for NYCSHS members. Postage and 
shipping included. Ohio residents must 
pay 8% Ohio sales tax. 

Go to the NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” to 
buy yours today.  Click here for the DVD. 
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NYC	  19000	  Caboose	  
Offered	  by	  the	  NYCSHS	  

	  

 

Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS.  

The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 
members.  Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

The time to pre-order is almost gone.  If you want one or several of these you 
need to order now!! 

Send an email with your name, address, phone number and email address to 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Noel, 

Congratulations on another great issue of 
the NYCentral Modeler. 

I was particularly interested in Peter 
Weiglin's article about the paint 
triangles.  I knew what these were in 
general but never knew the specifics; now 
I do thanks to Peter & you. 

 

I believe, though, that the origins of the 
triangle go considerably earlier than the 
"late 1950s" cited in the article.  Certainly, 
there are plenty of photos of cars bearing 
the triangle in the mid-50s, especially 1955 
– 56, which seems to have been a time 
when the pace of repainting equipment 
was really stepped up.  The earliest 
photographic evidence I could find of the 
paint triangle is the Pullman-Standard 
builder's photo of box car number 170750, 
Lot 808-B, built February of 1951 at 
Michigan City, Indiana. 

The triangle also appears in early Penn 
Central paint jobs, but did seem to be 
discontinued fairly soon into the PC era. 

Anyway, thanks for helping illuminate 
another little tidbit of NYC freight car 
history. 

Jeff English Troy, New York 

 

Jeff, 

 Great to hear from you and happy you 
enjoyed Peter’s article. We appreciate all 
you do to help us out on the Modeling 
Committee with your extensive 
knowledge of the NYCS. 

Thanks, Noel 

NYCSHS, 

I've been a naughty boy!   My copy of the 
latest HEADLIGHT arrived, and I read a 
couple of the stories. Then I got 
sidetracked. Over the weekend I picked it 
up and began to reread it. I soon made a 
discovery.   The deadline for a member's 
renewal for 2014 has been changed to 
January 10th 2014. I renewed a few 
minutes ago. There is a warning in 
HEADLIGHT on pg. 2 (From the 
President) that members who DO NOT 
renew by Jan. 10th will not be on the 
mailing list for the first 2014 HEADLIGHT 
issue.   I'm not sure if I managed to sneak 
under the wire. I guess I'll have to wait 
and see. I did however decide to post this 
message here to warn members who, like 
me, may not have gotten the word.   

Tommy Meehan  

Tommy, 

Thanks for the reminder to all of our 
members.  I hope this will wake up some 
of our other members who have forgotten 
to renew.  Do it now!!! 

Thanks, Noel 
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Noel,  
Remember the mystery cars that you were 
trying to identify?   
 
We got our answer from founder, Joe 
Quinlivan who got the details for us from 
another member. 

 

Joe, 

I have attached a collage with a series of 
photos.  The top one is the six-car "Power 
Train" in operation at Mare Island Naval 
Shipyard in 1944.  This train was identical 
to the one shipped to Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard.   

Gary Janette 

Gary & Joe, 

Thanks for clearing up the mystery.  

Noel 

Ralph,   

…….. Thanks for your kind comments and 
thoughtful insights into my 'era specific" 
buying patterns. Have to tell you your 
modeling E-Zine is the finest modeling 
publication on the Internet, yes you even 
beat out the mighty Pennsy Keystone in my 
barely worthwhile opinion. ………. 
Thanks for changing my order; I'm sure I 
was quick on the trigger in the sheer 
excitement of the moment in ordering. 
Nice to hear too you've sold out 80% of the 
run, who needs inventory in 2014, 
evidently you Central savants have your 
finger on the pulse of your market. I do 
have a thing for NY Central boxcars and 
rolling stock; all those cool 
B&A/P&LE/P&E and other offshoots; see 
attached. Enjoy your week too! 
Regards 
Don Spiro, Tucson, AZ. 
 

(*Ralph Schiring is our “Collinwood Shop 
storekeeper) 

Noel, 

My son Chris just walked in and handed 
me the attached! It's rather old, BUT 
BRAND NEW!!! It's also just DC, not DCC. 
I called Frank Feko and he says he can 
convert it to DCC with no problem. 

 
Life is good!                           Don Wetzel  
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Noel, 
 
THANK YOU for the article. My ego's at 
"red line!"  I wish I could kick start a "way-
back machine" so the many people that 
put the M-497 together and made it run 
could read your stuff. Sorry to say, the 
ranks are thin and getting thinner. 
 
You asked for suggestions about future 
models. I've contacted all the major, 
quality model designers/suppliers and 
asked them to produce the NYC 
"Explorer" - Train "X". The EMD Aerotrain 
is on the market and, in my humble 
opinion, can't compare to the "Explorer's" 
appearance. No one has ever replied. I ran 
it a number of times and it was always a 
thrill - so to speak. When you hit a 
diamond at speed you never knew which 
way you were going to end up. 
Thankfully, it was always the right way! 
 
Once again, thank you for the great ink. 
 
Don 

Don, 

Thank you for the kind words about the 
article. All I really did was to take what 
you had done and then weaved the 
modeling into it. Glad you liked the 
article. 
 
I think the X-Explorer would make a great 
model.  We might talk to some of the 
manufacturers we are working with to see 
if they would be interested.  We only work 
with them to provide the engineering 
drawings and technical advice.  We don't 
provide the funding for developing the 
models, so they must believe that it would 

be viable to produce.  They must make 
money on anything they do. 
I hope you can come to one of our annual 
meetings.  I would love to meet you in 
person. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Dear Sirs; 
 
A friend of mine models the NYC in the 
‘50s, and is about to build an elevated 
NYC interlocking tower. 
 
He has a couple of reference pictures, but 
he isn't sure which color the building is 
supposed to really be painted. Is it pale 
grey walls with dark green trim?  Some 
pictures seem to show off-white walls. 
Any idea what was standard?  Also, is 
there a specific color for the roof? 
 
His model will be loosely based on 
Grafton, but he wants it to stay close to 
prototype specs. His English is not very 
accurate, so he asked me to contact you 
about this topic. 
 
Your help will be much appreciated. 
 
Very sincerely, 
 
Vianney Roge 
 
Dear Vianney, 
 The reference we use for these colors is as 
follows: 
“In response to several inquiries regarding 
paint colors used on NYC buildings, 
Society president C. M. Smith put together 
the following notes: "Standard 
paint for wooden buildings was 
light and dark green, the light green being 
similar to Glidden's "Clearwater," and the 
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dark similar to Glidden's "Evergreen". 
Body of the building was the 
light shade, with trim the dark shade. 
Very often the lower four feet or so of 
a building was entirely the dark shade, 
and panel doors often had the panels light 
with the balance of the door dark. On 
masonry buildings the trim was 
dark, although doors may have received 
the light and dark treatment. I'd 
suggest that you pick up a 
Glidden color card and use that as a guide 
to your mixing." 
 
I don't believe that Glidden makes those 
colors anymore.  I will do some more 
research and see if I can get you an 
accurate match. 

Noel, 

I don't pretend to know what the actual 
colors were, and photos only guide the 
selection, due to lighting, age, film type, 
etc. That being said, I use Testor's Model 
Master French Khaki for the "dark green" 
trim, and Poly Scale Undercoat Light Gray 
or SP Lettering Light Gray for the "Pale 
Gray.” The "light" color appears to be 
inconsistent, with color photos from the 
early ‘50s looking either light pale green, 
or light grey. Most color pictures of the 
area of the River Division I model appear 
light gray, but other Divisions looked to be 
light green. I think you have to do what 
works for you. 
 
I did a little Google searching after my 
email Glidden still catalogs a "Tall 
Evergreen" which looks about right for the 
Dark Green. I couldn't find anything 
approaching "Clearwater.” The structure 
drawings we have on CD give NYC paint 

numbers, but I don't have the "Mixing" 
drawing on how to get them. 
 
Dave Mackay 

Noel, 
Thanks so much, this is awesome! 
Will let my friend know, and will keep 
you posted on any article project! 
Have a good one, 
Vianney 
 
Noel, 

Re: “Modeling NYC Battery Houses” 
 
Wonderful article.  Great detail.  Give 
Larry my tip of the hat. 
 
I know I'm barking up the wrong 
tree.  But, I gotta ask.  There are some 
wonderful drawings Larry used for his 
article.  They look official. 
 
Any remote chance similar drawings exist 
for Towers 48 or 49? (Buffalo Central 
Terminal). 
 
Thank you, 
Dale Madison 

Dale, 

We have a new Structures DVD coming 
out, and it looks like you may be pleased. 

Thanks, Noel 

Last Edition’s Mystery Photos 

Noel, 
The first picture was taken in Toledo, 
Ohio, about 1/4 to 1/2 mile west of 
Central Union Station.  The copious 
amount of express cars suggests a 
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westbound M&E train leaving sometime 
in the early afternoon.  Perhaps it is a 
second section of the Chicagoan or 
Iroquois. 
 
I believe the second picture was also taken 
in Toledo, but in this case the train is 
eastbound at the eastern most platform of 
Central Union Station.  The picture 
suggest late afternoon, perhaps the 5th 
Avenue Special. 
 
Marvin Cadwell 

Marvin, 

 Looks like you are the winner.   

Thanks, Noel 

Have you visited our new NYCSHS 
online store – “Collinwood Shop”? 
As many of you know the NYCSHS has 
had an online store for over a year.  The 
one that we first set up served us well for a 
few months, but we quickly realized that it 
had some serious drawbacks. 
 
That prompted us to do some more 
research on software applications to 
provide a more professional and easier-to-
use store for us. 
 
That research led us to develop a new 
store, and it is up and running as many of 
you know.  We are calling it the 
“Collinwood Shop” to honor one of the 
famous facilities on the NYCS. 
 
If you haven’t visited it please check it out 
at www.NYCSHS.net.  You will find a lot 
of exciting things there for NYCS fans. 
 

For example you can renew or sign up for 
a new membership.  You can pay for your 
reservation to the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention in Cleveland.  
 
You can purchase a huge selection of 
NYCS clothing items from Daylight Sales. 
All of these items are offered to our 
members at 20% off retail. 
 
You can choose current and past issues of 
the NYCSHS calendar and the Central 
Headlight or select NYCSHS engineering 
drawings, NYCS DVDs and memorabilia, 
and a large selection of NYCSHS and The 
Railroad Press NYCS books are all there 
for your selection. 
 
Remember many of our items have a 20% 
members’ discount. (Click here to visit our 
online Collinwood Shop.) 
 

Check out these items from 
our “Collinwood Shop” online 

Hobby Store 

      

Books from The Railway Press 

 

Clothing items from Daylight Sales 
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NYCSHS Models (Many more coming 
soon!) 

 

Thirty-one years if the Central Headlight 
and Val Maps on DVDs 

 

   

 

Memorabilia items like Daylight Sales 
Mugs and Wooden Reproductions of 

NYC artifacts 

 

Movie DVDs 

 

Drawing CD/DDs 

 

NYCSHS Logo Polo 

This shirt is our newest clothing item.  Show 
off your membership with this beautiful shirt.  

Just a few of the over 200 items you 
can find in our online store. 

Check out the “Collinwood Shop” 
today. (Click Here) 

Look for 20% off saving for members on many 
of these items. 

Not a member? 

Enroll today and take advantage of 
all of the wonderful benefits of 

membership.  Join our fast growing 
Society and relive the history of the 

World’s greatest railroad. 

http://www.nycshs.net/New-
Memberships_c_24.html 
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Albany to Tivoli 
After viewing a photograph of the coal 
dock at the Rensselaer engine facility in a 
book entitled Old Albany, I knew that the 
Hudson division was the area that I 
wanted to model. Being born and raised in 
Schenectady, N.Y, and working on many 
construction sites in Albany, intrigued me 
to gather as much historical information 
on the New York Central, and boy was 
there a lot. This particular photo is also 
published in a book entitled, Trackside the 
Albany Gateway, by Len Killian and the late 
Jim Odell.  It depicts an overall view of the 
coal dock, water tanks, stand pipes, and 
surrounding structures. Its construction is 
concrete and steel and encompasses many 
tracks for locomotives and supplies. It 
served predominately passenger steam; all 
the freight steam was serviced at the West 
Albany yard complex, or, after the 
opening of Selkirk yard in the late 
twenties, the majority of locomotive 
servicing was handled there along with 
the Boston and Albany. There is a fantastic 
article on this subject in our 2nd Qtr. 2013 
Central Headlight, by Earl Higgins. 

 

This shot depicts a view of the mainline 
looking east. Just beyond the overpass is 
Albany Union Station, and behind the camera 
is central warehouse. 

Approximately ten years ago I embarked 
on the construction of my model railroad. 
Its theme was a freelance design using 
New York Central power and some key 
structures that people could relate to from 
the area. After having a conversation with 
my Tuesday night operating group, 
however, they convinced me that I could 
call the locations by name and with 
minimal changes. I could also hone what I 
had already constructed into a more 
accurate depiction of the Albany area, so 
eight years ago I began the process this 
involved a lot of kit bashing and scratch 
building. 
 

This view depicts one of many of the freelance 
scenes on the layout. General light and power 
is a great source for hopper traffic. 

The layout is in a 25’ by 25’ basement and 
is designed in a walk around format so 
that the road crews can follow along with 
their trains.  The track plan presently is a 
large circle with access to east and west 
staging at centralized locations with no 
return loops. This means the trains pass 
through a given scene twice in the same 
direction. Crews have to make a couple of 
loops on the main to provide time for the 
yard crews, and crews have sufficient run 
time. 

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  
By	  Victor	  Roman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Vic	  
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Now that additional space for the layout is 
going to become a reality, it will grow in 
size by one third, making the over all foot 
print 25’ by 35’, and bringing the mainline 
from 150’ to 300’. The new space will 
accommodate the double deck portion of 
the layout, which will be accessed via the 
west Albany hill. The present Hudson 
division layout runs from west staging 
through Albany over the Maiden Lane 
Bridge, crossing the Hudson River into 
Rensselaer, then into the city of Hudson, 
and finally Tivoli where I have modeled 
the track pans. At this point the train will 
have to go around a second time and 
arrive at east staging at a junction point 
before Tivoli. This happens when you do 
not design a layout for operation. The new 
Hudson division layout will be much the 
same going east. The only difference will 
be more separation between scenes, the 
addition of Boston and Albany traffic out 
of Rensselaer, an interchange with the 
Delaware and Hudson, Boston and Maine, 
and the Rutland in Troy, then finally 
ending up in a much more adequate 
eastern staging yard with a return loop. 

 

Empire State Express J3a is ready for its next 
assignment, while J1d has just arrived and is 
waiting for a stall at the Rensselaer round 
house for some running repairs. 

Going west out of Albany you climb the 
West Albany Hill which is planned as a 
three percent grade so that there will be a 
real need for helper service, just like the 
prototype. Coming off of track four will be 
a lead going to the Tivoli Hollow Branch, 
which will provide more industrial 
switching. Cresting the hill you will enter 
a selectively compressed representation of 
the West Albany Yard and Shops. Finally 
entering west staging with a return loop, 
restaging the new layout will be so much 
easier. Two issues of NYCentral Modeler 
had a great article by Alan Bell on railroad 
operations on the New York Central on his 
Hudson division layout, so most of you 
have been made familiar with the Albany 
area.  There two swing-span bridges cross 
the Hudson River: the Maiden Lane 
Bridge, and the Livingston Ave. Bridge. 
Livingston Avenue handled all freight 
traffic into Rensselaer, and Maiden Lane 
Bridge handled all the passenger traffic in 
and out of Albany Union Station. On my 
layout because of space and the desire to 
have no duck under, I chose to run all 
freight and passenger traffic over the 
Maiden Lane Bridge. Call it artistic license 
in operations. Using this concept I have 
also decided to operate the railroad as if 
Selkirk Yard was never constructed. For 
those of you that don’t know about Selkirk 
Yard, it was opened in the late twenties to 
offset the growth in freight traffic and 
tonnage. With the great number of 
passenger trains this formed a huge 
bottleneck on the west Albany hill.  So, the 
majority of freight traffic was routed over 
the Mohawk River at Hoffman’s, 
approximately fifteen miles west of 
Albany onto the West Shore Railroad and 
into Selkirk, thus eliminating the 
bottleneck on the hill.  

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Victor	  Roman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Vic	  
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On my model railroad dealing with the 
bottleneck will make operations a lot more 
interesting being that I will not be running 
nearly the amount of traffic the prototype 
did. The West Albany Yard will handle all 
of the reclassifying of trains, and 
Rensselaer Yard will be for local and 
interchange traffic. Believe it or not this is 
a really cool area to model, but to do it 
correctly you would need a very large 
space and an endless life span. So we do 
what we have to do to make it work. 

 

Alco FA-1s await their order, for a train 
destine for Boston. 

The structures on the layout were kit 
bashed to create the illusion of the Albany 
and surrounding areas, but certain key 
structures had to be scratch built. Mind 
you a lot of artistic license was used in my 
scratch building. A representation of a 
certain building that visitors can identify 
which is my goal, as long as it has the right 
proportions for the scene that is set in. I 
don’t like to spend a lot of time on one 
structure because of the over all amount of 
work on a model railroad of this size can 
be overwhelming I guess I am using Alan 
McClellan’s time management theory.   

 

 

L2-a 2785 is about to drop the scoop at Tivoli; 
the fireman is keeping his eye on the signal. 
 
Most of the structures are commercial kits 
that I have kit bashed, kits range from 
Magnison, now SS Limited, DPM, 
Walthers, Korber, Bachman, Bar mills, Fine 
Scale Miniatures, and JL Innovative. All of 
these where painted and weathered using 
a couple of different techniques. Some of 
the brick structures are painted with a 
brick color then washed over with an India 
ink and alcohol solution, and then a wash 
of mortar is applied. The India ink mix is 
two teaspoons ink to a pint of alcohol 90% 
or higher. The mortar mix is two parts 
gray to one part tan acrylic paint thinned 
with water to your liking with a couple of 
drops of dish detergent and it should just 
flow into the mortar joints not on the 
surface of the brick.  
Mind you all of this is done prior to 
assembly. All walls should be on a flat 
surface until dry. Another technique that I 
like is Dry Brushing the color for brick, 
concrete, and painted structures. This is 
done by assembling the structure without 
the windows and spraying the entire 
structure using Floquil’s grimy black. 
Then using a variety of acrylic craft paints 
starting from darkest color to the lightest 
dry brushing each color in layers. The 

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Victor	  Roman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Vic	  
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color of your paints will be left up to your 
eye. For an example, for brick I combine 
browns, reds, oranges or terra cotta, tans 
and finally white. The beautiful part of this 
technique is that you don’t have to do any 
weathering; the grimy black doesn’t get 
completely covered which creates a 
shadow effect. Once this has been 
accomplished final assembly can be done, 
(windows, roof, etc.). If you would like to 
learn more about this process, my 
company, CH&R Structures Unlimited, 
offers a line of craftsmen style kits, which 
come with step-by-step instructions on 
how to assemble, paint, and weather the 
models. Also there are many reference 
photos. Check out our web site at 
http://www.chrstructures.com 
         

This scene shows the darker side of Albany, 
where you can take your pick of a place to 
have a beer after a long shift on the railroad. 

My material of choice for scratch building 
is styrene with various materials 
laminated over the surface. Examples 
include Plasturct sheet brick, Campbell 
corrugated metal siding, etc., or for 
concrete structures plain styrene. 
Windows are Tichy or Grant line. All my 
scratch built structures are painted and 
weathered with the same techniques 
previously mentioned.        

 
Rensselaer yard stays busy with interchange 
traffic. 

My motive power ranges from Brass 
imports to commercially available plastic 
and die cast models from Broadway 
Limited, MTH, Proto 2000, Athearn 
Genesis, etc. All locomotives are equipped 
with DCC and sound and are painted and 
weathered appropriately for the time 
period (1948) with a few exceptions. I 
chose 1948 for a couple of reasons: most of 
the modern steam was still in use, diesels 
were becoming more prevalent, and there 
were variances in paint schemes. Also 
Pullman heavy weights were being sold 
back to the railroads, so it was not 
uncommon to see them in two-tone gray. 
Lastly trans continental passenger service 
was in place so Pullman cars off of foreign 
roads could be found in the consists of 
some of the name trains. I operate the 
model railroad with NCE Digital 
Command Control. All switches are 
powered with Tortoise switch machines 
using the auxiliary contacts for power 
routing the frog. Where ground throws are 
used power routing the frog is 
accomplished using Tam Valley Hex Frog 
Juicers. Mainline track is code 83, yard and 
siding tracks are code 70, bench work is L 
girder with spine sub roadbed, and 
Homosote is used for the roadbed. Being 

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Victor	  Roman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Vic	  
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that the new expansion will have a double 
deck design, I am going to experiment 
with high-density foam for the upper 
deck. I am looking forward to having the 
new space to really stretch the model 
railroad out, and make it much more user 
friendly for the operators. I hope to share 
photographs of the progress; it will be a 
little while before I get started. 

 
Tivoli Track Pans 

This is the latest scene that was 
constructed featuring the water pans at 
Tivoli, NY. The pump station is scratch 
built using .125-inch styrene with Plastruct 
brick sheet laminated over each wall. This 
is an example of assembling the structure 
then painting it with grimy black, and then 
using the dry brushing technique to 
achieve the final brick color. 

 

 

 
These three photos show the details of Vic’s 
Tivoli track plans.  

The pans were constructed using 5/16” 
styrene channel made by Evergreen, along 
with the double wall supply pipe using 
1/16 styrene tube. The water tank and 
standpipe are Tichy products. The 
concrete tiles on the ballast are ¼ square 
styrene sheet by Evergreen. Finally the 
signals are scratch built using styrene tube 
to accommodate a 1.5v bulb lenses are 
made by using Crystal clear and Tamiya 
transparent paint.  Scoop down is left 
clear; scoop up is supposed to be purple. I 
tried mixing red and blue, and it became 
too dark, so I settled for just the blue.  

Central Warehouse 

The Central Warehouse was constructed 
with .250-inch styrene sheet with Grantline 
windows. All window openings were cut 
and sanded by hand. This structure was 
painted with a base coat of Foquil’s 
concrete, then various shades of grays, 
tans, and white were dry brushed over the 
surface. Also charcoal powder was 
brushed for soot streaks.  Dry transfer 
lettering was used for the painted-on 
sign.    
 

 

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
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This model of the NYC’s Central Warehouse is 
a massive structure that Vic scratchbuilt using 
styrene sheet and Grantline windows. 

Tower A & Tower B 

These towers were made from the kits that 

CH&R Structures Unlimited offer in our 
kit line. Both of these structures were 
assembled and painted per the instruction 
manual, and were based on the towers 
that controlled the north and south ends of 
Albany Union Station. 

 

 

Tower B is a kit from CH&R Structures 
Unlimited. 

 

 

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Victor	  Roman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Vic	  

	  

Tower A is also from a 
CH&R Structures 
Unlimited kit. These 
two towers guarded 
the north and south 
ends of the Albany 
Union Station. 
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New York Central Warehouse 

 

Another of Vic’s fine structure models, the 
New York Central Warehouse, was 
scratchbuilt to model another of the NYC’s 
classic buildings. 

This structure was assembled using DPM 
wall modules with a little scratch building. 
It is a very close match to the prototype, 
but the freight car loading dock was 
switched to the opposite side, also it was 
heavily compressed to fit the space. The 
structure was painted with an automotive 
primer, then some dry brushing with 
Floquil’s grimy black to darken some of 
the bricks, then a wash of India ink and 
alcohol, (ratio for the solution is 2 
teaspoons ink to a pint of rubbing alcohol 
90% or higher) and finally a mortar wash 
(this 2 part gray to 1 part tan acrylic paint 
thinned with water with a couple of drops 
of dish detergent.) After all this was 
allowed to dry, dry brushing with white 
acrylic paint was performed to highlight 
the details and final assembly was 
completed. 

Albany Union Station 

This is by far the most tedious model that I 
have ever built; it was a collaborative 
effort between my business partner at 

CH&R, Jim Cesare and me. He designed 
all of the parts on a CAD file then cut and 
etched all the parts on a laser.  

 

 

 

These photos show off Vic’s beautiful model of 
the Albany Union Station.  

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
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Once again the material of choice was 
styrene, then starting with the base wall 
section, all following parts were laminated 
like a birthday cake forming the three-
dimensional wall surface. All the dental 
molding was individual styrene square 
stock cut and glued in place. Crown 
molding was North Eastern scale lumber 
cut and mitered to fit. The three arches 
were castings made from a master that 
was formed with a Rapid Prototype 
machine; all windows were laser cut 
styrene. Painting the station was done 
using the dark to light technique. After 
totally assembling the structure it was 
sprayed with Floquil’s grimy black, then 
the various shades of gray, tan, brown, 
and white to get the final color were dry 
brushed. 

 
A final photo of the Albany Union Station. 

Rensselaer Coal Dock 

 

 

 

 

These photos show another of Vic’s massive 
structure models that he scratch built to 
represent the Rensselaer Coal Dock. 

 

This also was scratch built using styrene, 
the coal chutes were fabricated; and brass 

Vic	  Roman’s	  Hudson	  Division	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
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wire handrails installed. The bases (Jersey 
Barriers) were milled lumber cut to length 
and sanded smooth. The concrete section 
was painted very much the same as Union 
Station; the only difference was the 
application of charcoal powder to give it a 
grittier look. The conveyor section was 
laminated with Campbell’s corrugated 
metal siding cut into individual pieces, 
then painted with a base coat of Floquil’s 
grimy black, then dry brushed with a tan 
acrylic paint to pop the detail. Walkways 
were cut to shape from styrene sheet and 
then Plastruct handrails finished it off. 

Maiden Lane Bridge 

 

Vic’s model of the Maiden Lane Bridge. 

I chose to kit bash this structure to save 
some time, but maybe down the road I 
might replace it with a more appropriate 
scratch built version. The center span was 
two Walthers double track bridge kits with 
Central Valley bridge girders to join them 
together. The control house was scratch 
built using Evergreen corrugated styrene 
siding; the two support towers were also 
scratch built using Evergreen styrene 
angle, and flat stock. These were used to 
keep all overhead wiring high enough so it 
would not interfere with ships passing 
through this bridge was a swing span 

design. The outer most spans are Walthers 
double track bridge kits built per 
instructions. My first attempt with forced 
perspective was done with the use of N-
scale bridge components to construct the 
Dunn Memorial vehicle and pedestrian 
bridge over the Hudson River. This was a 
lift bridge design. 

 

 

Another classic NYC landmark modeled in 
exact detail by Vic. 

Some additional photos from Vic’s 
layout. 

The following page provides some 
additional photos of Vic’s excellent 
modeling. 
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By	  Victor	  Roman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Vic	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2014 34	  

Although there wasn’t ice service in 
Rensselaer, I chose to exercise a little artistic 
license.    

The outer edges of Rensselaer are packed with 
businesses and apartment houses.

 

This is a shot of the north end of my Albany 
scene. Just beyond Hoffman Chemical is 
Central warehouse. 
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Maurice’s finished steam locomotive Baker 
Gear model display. 

I first met Maurice Lewman at the 2012 
NYCSHS Convention in Elkhart, IN.  He 
was the speaker at the banquet on 
Saturday night.  He held us spellbound 
with his humorous tales as a New York 
Central employee. 

 

Maurice speaking at the 2012 NYCHS 
Convention banquet. (Noel Widdifield Photo) 

The following day he spent some time 
checking out the controls of the Little 
River Railroad’s Pacific steam locomotive 
#110 on our daylong ride on the railroad. 

I was able to spend some time getting to 
know Maurice and hearing more of his 
adventures.  Maurice is a very interesting 
person to talk to and one of the few men 
who worked on the NYC when steam still 

ran.  These members are rapidly leaving 
our fold. 

 

 

Little River Railroad’s finely restored Pacific 
locomotive #110 is preparing to depart on our 
daylong tour (top). Maurice is talking with 
the engineer in the cab before we depart 
(bottom). (Photos by Noel Widdifield) 

Last year Maurice contacted Rich Stoving, 
NYCSHS president, and sent several 
photos and some scanned copies of some 
technical manuals and asked if the Society 
could publish something about his 1/4 –
scale Baker Gear model that he had 
constructed from scratch. 

Because it was a model, Rich contacted me 
and asked if we could publish something 
about Maurice’s model in the NYCentral 
Modeler.  It seemed like a great idea, so we 
are providing some photos and other 
images of Maurice’s fine model. 

Maurice	  Lewman’s	  1/4	  –Scale	  Baker	  Gear	  Model	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Maurice	  except	  as	  noted.	  
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Maurice sent a series of scans from the 
booklet, The Baker Locomotive Valve Gear, 
published around 1925 – 26 by The Pilliod 
Company of Swanton, OH. The Pilliod 
Company produced the Baker Locomotive 
Valve Gear and supplied original and 
spare parts for the gear that had been used 
by well over 10,000 locomotives at that 
time.  

The following images are from The Baker 
Locomotive Valve Gear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next series of photos are of the 
wonderfully detailed and accurate model 
built by Maurice.  It was constructed 
entirely of wooden parts in Maurices shop 
and is currently on display in the 
Anderson, Indiana Historical Society. Our 
thanks to Maurice for sharing. 

Maurice	  Lewman’s	  1/4	  –Scale	  Baker	  Gear	  Model	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Maurice	  except	  as	  noted.	  
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Maurice	  Lewman’s	  1/4	  –Scale	  Baker	  Gear	  Model	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Maurice	  except	  as	  noted.	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2014 38	  

 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – CR Signal Tower.  Perspective View – 
Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
The operation of a railroad requires that 
train movements is conducted in an 
organized and controlled fashion ensuring 
safety, correct routing, and adherence to 
timetables.   Train control is exercised by 
way of signal and block systems.  Original 
control systems were manually operated 
at the device location, requiring the 
signalman to walk to and from the 
different turnouts and signals to set them 
in the correct position for every single 
train movement through his assigned 
tracks.    
 
With the development of the Armstrong1 
mechanical interlocking machines, control 
points were consolidated and housed in a 
building that controlled a larger area.   
Raising the elevation of the control point 
by way of towers provided an advantage  
 

by allowing a better point of view of the 
area under its control.  These towers were 
commonly known as Interlocking Towers 
or Signal Towers, the term used by the 
NYC.  The systems were still manually 
operated by levers and rods, which 
physically actuated the switch points and 
signals.  With the development of electro-
mechanical systems, the distance that 
could be controlled by a signal tower was 
increased significantly in turn reducing the 
number of towers required. 
 
Interlocking  
In railroad signaling, interlocking is an 
arrangement of signal devices that 
prevents conflicting movements through 
an arrangement of tracks such as junctions 
or crossings.  An interlocking is designed 
so that it is impossible to display a signal 
to proceed unless the route to be used is 
proven safe.  The official railroad 
definition of interlocking is: "An 
arrangement of signals and signal appliances 
so interconnected that their movements must 
succeed each other in proper sequence."2 
 

 
NYC – CR Tower, Harmon, NY.  Located on 
the south end of Harmon Yard next to the 
bridge spanning Harmon Bay. (Image by 
Victor Hand, 1969). 
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Interlocking systems include at a 
minimum a signaling device, but can also 
include switches and derails and can 
control grade crossings and movable 
bridges.  Some of the fundamental 
principles of interlocking include: 
 

• Signals may not be operated to permit 
conflicting train movements to take 
place at the same time. 

 
• Switches and other appliances in the 

route must be properly positioned 
before a signal may allow train 
movements to enter that route. 

 
• Once a route is set and a train is given 

a signal to proceed over that route, all 
switches and other movable appliances 
in the route are locked in position until 
the train has completed passage over 
the controlled route. 

 

 
NYC – DV Tower interior view, Spuyten 
Duyvil, NY.  Image not dated.  DV Tower was 
slightly longer than CR Tower, but we can 
assume that the interior looked very similar 
to this view.  (Image reprinted from NYCSHS 
– Central Headlight – Fourth Quarter, 1996) 

 

 
 

Tower Designation 
 
Tower identification was critical to insure 
that messages were received by the 
intended recipient.  Signal towers were 
identified by numbers or by names 
associated to their location.  By the 1890s, 
there were 101 Signal Towers between 
Grand Central Terminal and Rensselaer 
(opposite Albany, NY), located about one 
and a half miles apart3.  Towers in the 
Hudson Division were numbered (for 
example: No. 101-Rensselaer, No. 58-
Poughkeepsie, No. 50-Beacon and No. 37-
Peekskill). With upgrades in control 
systems, a substantial number of towers 
were eliminated. Those that remained, 
retained their original numbers creating 
what now seems like a confusing 
identification system of non-sequential 
numbers.  Towers in the Electric Division 
(Harmon to Grand Central Terminal) were 
not numbered; instead they were 
identified by two letters derived from the 
location or a well-known landmark 
nearby.4 
 

ELECTRIC DIVISION SIGNAL TOWERS 
Locations 

LOCATION TOWER 
ID MP ID Source 

110TH ST. NK 3.18 New York 
Harlem Drawbridge DB 4.61 Draw Bridge 
Mott Haven MO 5.42 MOtt Haven 
High Bridge SK 6.13 SedgewicK Ave 
BN Yard (Bronx) BN 9.33 BroNx 
Marble Hill FH 9.91 Freight House 
Spuyten Duyvil DV 10.5 Spuyten DuyVil 
Glenwood GD 15.66 GleenwooD 
Hastings-on-Hudson HS 18.41 HastingS 
Tarrytown OW  23.96 TarrytOWn 
Ossining PF 30.98 Pill Factory 
Harmon CR  32.12 Croton River 
Harmon HM 32.66 HarMon 
Croton-on-Hudson CD 33.54 Croton Dock 
    

List of Signal Towers compiled by Larry 
Faulkner. (Source: NYC – Electric Division 
Employee Time Table – No. 64A – Jan. 1948) 
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It is noteworthy that the first experiment 
with mechanical interlocking in the United 
States took place in 1875 at Spuyten 
Duyvil Junction in New York on the New 
York Central and Hudson River Railroad, 
conducted under the direction of J. M. 
Toucey, General Superintendent of the 
NYC&HRR, and William Buchanan 
Superintendent of Machinery.   
 

 
NYC – CR Tower, Harmon.  The tower was 
not in use at the time and shows significant 
signs of neglect.  The Battery House that used 
to be located south of CR Tower was gone by 
this time.  (Image by Victor Hand, 1969) 
 
Prototype: CR Tower 
 
Although the historic drawing is titled 
N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Electric Zone Standard – 
Signal Tower, from a review of historic 
photographs we can determine that there 
were variations in building dimensions, 
door and window quantities, and location 
and stair placement.  It is safe to assume 
that the size of the building was adjusted 
to accommodate the interlocking machine 
required for a given site. For example HM 
Tower, which was the biggest tower in the 
Electric Division, controlled the complex 
Harmon Yard.  CR Tower, presented here, 
was a standard prototype for the smallest  
 

 
of these (see the Signal Tower Comparison 
Table page following this article). 
 
CR Tower was located on the south end of 
the Harmon Yards and provided 
interlocking control for the southern 
approach tracks going into Harmon, 
including the four-track bridge over 
Harmon Bay. 
 

 
NYC – Valuation Map.  Diagram insert 
showing location of CR Tower south of 
Harmon.  The Battery House is adjacent to CR 
Tower. (Map provided by Jack Shufelt) 
 

 
NYC – CR Tower and Battery House (Type A), 
Harmon.  (MDD) 
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HISTORIC DRAWING DATA BLOCK 

DRAWING TITLE: 
Electric Zone Standard 
Signal Tower 

BOOK: G 
DRAWING NO.: G9, G10, G11, G12 
DATE: Not Dated 
SIGNED BY: Not Signed 
TOTAL SHEETS: 4 
CONTENTS: G9:  Plans 

G10: Elevations and Sections 
G11: Details 
G12: Details 

 

 
Design & Construction 
 
This signal tower uses the same 
architectural styling as other buildings in 
the Electric Division providing distinctive 
design uniformity.  
 
The building is a two-story brick masonry 
structure over a concrete foundation, with 
concrete headers, cornices and bay 
windows, brick parapets, concrete parapet 
caps, wood doors and windows and steel 
stairs with steel pipe railing.  The bricks 
are laid in a running bond pattern forming 
horizontal bands of five courses with a 
doubleheader course between them and 
recessed about 3/4" from the stretchers 
plane. 
 
The first floor houses a coal bin for the 
heating system, a workbench and electrical 
devices for the operation of the 
interlocking system, switchboards, and a 
relay box.   The second floor contains the 
interlocking machine, the telegraph table 
located in the bay window, and a water 
closet.  Access to the second floor is 
through an exterior stair. 
 
Notes from Historic Drawings: 
- Where signal towers are located west of 
trackside, the entire layout shall be 
reversed so that the entrance door will be 

located on the south side of buildings 
(page G9).  This reversed layout matches 
the design of CR and PF Towers.  Towers 
constructed as per the historic drawings 
include HS and OW Towers. 
- Black Glass Panel to have white 
enameled letters or numbers indicating 
designation of Tower (page G10). 
 

 
NYC – CR Tower, Harmon.  River side 
elevation showing the derelict condition as a 
result of the discontinuation of operations at 
the tower.  (Image by Victor Hand, 1969). 
 
General Notes and Observations 
 
- As it happens, sometimes while 
conducting historic research we 
encountered some inexplicably confusing 
information.  The Danbury Collection of 
drawings, recently incorporated into the 
NYCSHS Drawings Collection, contains a 
four page signed drawing set labeled G-9 
/G13 and titled Signal Tower.  Fellow 
NYCSHS member Chris Harding provided 
another set of unsigned drawings with the  
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same title and with the same labels, but it 
showed a different size building.  After 
comparing historic images, it was 
determined that the Danbury drawing 
shows the design for BN Tower, a slightly 
longer and wider tower.  Chris Harding’s 
drawing set matches the design of HS and 
OW Towers and the reversed layout of CR 
and PF Towers.  Why the NYC 
Engineering Department labeled two 
different designs with the same title and 
page numbers remains a mystery. 
 
- The new set of drawings presented here 
applies to CR and PF Towers and the 
reverse layout will work for HS and OW 
Towers.  Note: as verified by photographic 
evidence, OW Tower was about 12” wider 
on either side of the bay window making 
the building 2 feet longer. 
 
- The specification for towers located on 
the west side of the tracks (river side) to 
have the reversed layout with the stairs 
facing south was probably in 
consideration of the prevalent weather in 
the Hudson Valley.  Some of the riverside 
towers were located just a few feet away 
from the Hudson River shore, completely 
exposed to the elements.5   
 

 
NYC – CR Tower, Harmon. Not Dated. (Image 
by Jim Gavin, rrpicturearchives.net) 

- This drawing article was developed in 
collaboration with Larry Faulkner whose 
scratchbuilt model of CR Tower is based 
on these drawings.  The Harmon Files 
construction article follows after the 
drawing pages.  
 

 
NYC – N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Electric Zone 
Standards, Signal Tower.  Original Blueprint 
from the NYC & HRRR Drawing Book G.  
(Provided by Chris Harding) 
 
Additional Reference Material 
about Maurice’s model 
- John Armstrong, All About Signals. 
Kalmback Books. 
- Peter Josserand, Rights of Trains. 
Simmons-Boardman Publishing Co.  
 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 McEvoy, Stephen A. The Classic Railway Signal 
Tower, InstantPublisher.com, 2007.  “Armstrong” is 
a slang term that was applied to a wide variety of 
railroad mechanical interlocking machines made 
by multiple signal-system manufacturers because 
they all had one thing in common; they required 
“strong arms” to operate the mechanical levers.” 
2  Josserand, Peter (1957). Rights of Trains. New 
York: Simmons-Boardman Publishing Corporation. 
p. 5.  
3 Bassett Jr., Albert J. “Several True Tales of the 
Central’s Rails, The Spectral Flagman”, Central 
Headlight, 1st QTR, 1997. p.15. 
4 Idem.  
5 Idem.	  
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NYC – Electric Division: Masonry Signal Towers 
Front and Side Elevation Comparison Table 

CR	  

	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Croton	  River	  

PF	  
Ossining	  

BN	  

	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Bronx	  

HS	  

	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Hastings-‐on-‐Hudson	  

OW	  
Tarrytown	  

DV	  

	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Spuyten	  Duyvil	  

HM	  

	   	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Harmon	  

All	  drawings	  shown	  at	  the	  same	  scale	  for	  comparison	  of	  dimensions,	  door,	  window,	  and	  stair	  locations.	  
Information	  compiled	  and	  developed	  in	  collaboration	  with	  Larry	  Faulker.	  
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NYC – Signal Tower – Construction Sequence1 
Prototype: CR Tower, Croton River                                                                                        

PAGE 
1 OF 2 

1 

 

2 

 

Concrete Foundation & Floor Brick Walls 

3 

 

4 

 

1st Floor Door & Windows Headers Bay Window & Floor Concrete Beams 

5 

 

6 

 

Concrete Floor Continuation of Brick Walls  

7 

 

8 

 

2nd Floor Door & Window Headers Bay Window Walls 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  This	  construction	  sequence	  is	  presented	  to	  illustrate	  the	  different	  building	  components	  and	  how	  they	  interact	  
with	  each	  other.	  	  In	  reality,	  several	  of	  these	  assembly	  tasks	  could	  have	  been	  conducted	  simultaneously.	  
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NYC – Signal Tower – Construction Sequence 
Prototype: CR Tower, Croton River                                                                                  	  

PAGE 
2 OF 2	  

9	  

	  

10	  

	  

Continuation	  of	  Brick	  Walls1	   Concrete	  Cornice	  

11	  

	  

12	  

	  

Concrete	  Roof	   Parapet	  Wall	  

13	  

	  

14	  

	  

Concrete	  Caps	   Chimney	  

15	  

	  

16	  

	  

Doors	  &	  Windows	   Steel	  Stairs	  &	  Roof	  Ladder	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  For	  clarity,	  the	  diagram	  only	  shows	  the	  exterior	  brick	  skin.	  	  Normally,	  in	  a	  small	  two	  story	  building	  like	  this	  one,	  a	  
load	  bearing	  brick	  masonry	  wall	  thickness	  is	  composed	  of	  three	  (3)	  or	  more	  bricks	  rows	  (wythes)	  laid	  parallel	  to	  
each	  other	  using	  an	  interlocking	  pattern.	  	  A	  brick	  wall	  three	  bricks	  wide	  is	  composed	  of	  three	  wythes.	  
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MODELING 

NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 
CR TOWER 

Model photos by the author 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Photo 1.  Trackside view of CR Tower model. 
 
Welcome to the Second Quarter 2014 
edition of the HARMON FILES. 
Continuing the quest to model New York 
Central's Harmon Complex in the golden 
year of 1952, let's focus our attention on 
CR Tower located at the southern end of 
the busy Harmon Complex.  
 
This article is great team collaboration 
with Manuel Duran-Duran. See Manuel's 
excellent preceding article for more 
prototype information on these Electric 
Division Signal Station towers in his "From 
the New York Central Engineering 
Department."  I would also like to thank 
Joe Quinlivan, Jack Shufelt, Victor Hand, 
and Chris Harding for their expertise 
during the research phase of this modeling 
project. 
 

These Electric Division towers have 
components that are very similar to each 
other such as the end walls, which may 
have been reversed for a particular tower 
location.  This leads to a multitude of great 
modeling possibilities; just look at the 
front and side elevation table in Manuel's 
article.  A great model kit is just begging to 
be done for these Electric Division towers! 
As a member of the Society's Modeling 
Committee, this possibility is being 
pursued.  In the meantime let's build one 
from scratch in HO-scale.  
 

 
Photo 2. Abandoned CR Tower in 1975. 
 (Photo by Jim Gavin) 
 

 
Photo 3. Model of Battery House Type A next 
to CR Tower at Harmon. 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Material and Details Identification Diagram. 
 
Prototypes to Model 
 
This model is my third version of CR 
Tower in HO-scale!  The first and second 
versions were being used for CR Tower 
and PF Tower just south of CR Tower near 
the town of Ossining, NY, home of Sing-
Sing Prison.  Noted rail photographer, 
modeler, and NYCSHS member Victor 
Hand sent Manuel Duran-Duran and me 
some photos of CR Tower. Photos of CR 
Tower are as rare as hen’s teeth, and 
Victor's photos also showed that the back 
wall had windows!  My first two models 
didn't have windows on the back wall. 
Back to the drawing board!  This is also 
about the same time that I put out a 
request on the NYC Members Yahoo 
group for any other photos or information 
concerning CR Tower.  NYCSHS member 
Chris Harding answered the bell with 
drawings from a book in his personal 
collection titled: N.Y.C.&H.R.R.R. Electric 
Zone Planning Book. Bingo!  Here was a 

drawing "blueprint" for CR Tower and her 
sisters on the Electric Division.  
 
CR Tower controlled the southern 
interlocking for the Harmon station and 
yard complex.  Also, along with PF Tower 
they controlled the two middle sidings 
tracks 5A and 6A that were located south 
of Harmon on a swampy section known as 
Crawbuckie Point.  These two sidings gave 
the Electric Division dispatcher some 
diversity to run trains around each other 
or drop a string of loaded cars for the 
Harmon switcher to work. 
 
CR Tower was built in 1913 and had an 
electric interlocking machine with a 72-
lever frame, 31 levers for signals, 29 levers 
for switches, 4 levers for traffic control, 
and 8 spare levers.  Penn Central 
Metropolitan Region timetable no. 2, 
general order no. 209 effective 12:01 AM, 
June 1, 1971, took CR tower out of service 
and made it controlled from HM Tower.
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STEP 1 Wall cutouts / rowlock brick course and windows marked 

 

I started with my favorite brick material from 
Plastruct #91611 brick sheet and used Tichy 
Train Group window and door castings along 
with Evergreen Scale Models styrene strip (see 
labeled drawing for parts and materials used).  I 
cut out Manuel's HO-scale drawings for handy 
reference keeping them on my workbench. The 
door and window openings were cutout from 
the inside using a digital caliper and a steel 
ruler.  I added the Evergreen #4037 car siding 
cut to duplicate the vertical rowlock course of 
brick along the bottom of all the walls. 

 

STEP 2 Doors and windows cut out and castings test fit 

 

Here are the end walls and the back wall with 
all the doors and windows cut out and the Tichy 
Train Group castings temporarily set in place. 
The concrete windowsills and lintels are glued 
in place during this step. I had to modify the 
doors and windows to suit the prototype photos 
and the drawings, I'll show this step later with 
close ups of the modifications. I temporarily set 
the concrete cornice on the right hand end wall. 
Once I was satisfied with all the door and 
window openings, I made window spacers from 
#144 to give the windows some depth in the 
walls. 

 

STEP 3 Corner and bottom wall bracing  

 

I added the foundation made up of Evergreen 
#178 strip glued to the bottom inner braces and 
spaced halfway to the outside edges of the walls.  
I beveled the edges at a 45-degree angle prior to 
gluing them to the walls.  Being that the brick 
sheet is quite thin I had to brace the inside of the 
walls both vertically in the corners and 
horizontally across the bottom and between the 
first and second floor.  The horizontal bracing 
also serves as the ledge for the second floor to 
rest on.  Notice that the vertical bracing only 
goes up as far as where the roof will be located. 
These also serve as the roof support. 
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STEP 4 Adding the 5 stretcher brick courses 

 

The prototype CR Tower had a 5-stretcher brick 
course with a 2-row double header between 
them. On the model I had to settle for a 4-
rowlock brick course with one row header 
between them. I carefully cut strips of brick 
sheet 4 bricks wide to overlay on top of the wall 
sections. I made a spacing jig out of #147 and 
#155 Evergreen strip as seen in the photo at the 
left. This ensured a uniform spacing across the 
model. This detail is well worth the time, 
involved and really enhances the models 
appearance. I also installed the concrete cornice 
trim along the upper walls at this time. 

  

STEP 5 Tichy door and window castings modifications 

 

I had to modify the Tichy Train Group #8052 
and #8058 window castings to match Manuel 
Duran-Duran’s drawings. I had to reduce the 
larger #8058 second floor windows used for the 
bay window by 4 inches in width. The rest of the 
window modifications involved simply 
removing some of the mullions making the 
stock 6/6 windows into  3/3 or 1/1 double hung 
masonry windows.  The only other window to 
be altered was the half sized #8052 used for the 
coal bin on the first floor.  The #8033 first floor 
door required narrowing the transom down to 
match the drawings. 

 

STEP 6 Bay window construction 

 

It took me a couple of attempts to get the bay 
window right.  I finally settled on using .060" 
strip #154, #156, and #159 for the main sections 
with thinner strips used to build up the layers of 
these cast concrete bay windows.  The strips 
were built around the modified windows using 
the North West Shore Chopper to get nice 
uniform cuts.  The roof and floor were trial and 
error test fits to get the proper angles.  Once the 
bay window was complete, the front wall was 
measured and cut for a snug fit.  I used #283 H-
column for the steel support beams with styrene 
bits cut for the end cap. 
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STEP 7 Detachable front wall 

 

As Manuel was doing the drawings, I was 
building the model.  The front wall and 
particularly the bay window proved to be a time 
consuming process to get right. In the mean time 
I had built most of the model minus the front 
wall.  I had boxed myself in as far as the second 
story floor and the roof section.  To fix this 
problem, I decided to use 3/16" rare earth 
magnets to pin the front wall to the rest of the 
model. This worked out very well other than I 
needed to fine tune the front wall edges to 
match up better with the end walls as can be 
seen in the completed model photos. 

 

STEP 8 Final details 
 

 

 

 

 

I had originally decided to use Polly Scale CNW 
Green for the window, door and stairway color.  
I repainted the windows with Polly Scale 
Pullman Green to go for the faded toned down 
green seen in books and photos.  I also installed 
an interlocking machine, toilet partition walls, 
desk and chair including a couple of employees 
in the operator’s bay area.  I added the call 
letters in both of the end wall windows.  I also 
made a bus bar from brass stock in a small 
channel below the roof guide for the interior and 
exterior lighting. The chimney was built from 
brick sheet around a styrene strip core including 
a cap. 

 
General Notes 
§ I use Pan Pastels to complete the 

weathering. I like the effect these have 
on the finished model.  

§ I use Evergreen .010" Clear Styrene 
sheet for the window glazing.   

§ The stairway was built up using #264 
channel and #283 H-column around 
Tichy Pipe railing and platforms, and 
Central Valley stairs. 

§ I used PrismaColor brand colored 
pencils such as Dark Brown, Dark 
Umber, and Terra Cotta to color the 
brick after the whole model was 
sprayed with Polly Scale  

 
§ Earth for the mortar color. I installed 

all the door and window castings after 
the bricks were colored.  

§ I hope some of you build your own 
versions of these distinct Signal Station 
towers for your own model railroad 
using these drawings and techniques.  

§ Should any questions arise during 
construction, feel free to contact me 
through the NYC Members Yahoo 
group. I'd be glad to help in any way.  
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Your NYCSHS Modeler’s Committee had 
a spirited internal debate on MDT 
refrigerator car body colors several 
months ago. Unfortunately, nobody came 
up with official correspondence or paint 
diagrams to settle the matter.  And we had 
precious few color images to work from.  
So, imagine my surprise when, four 
minutes into the Sunday River 
Productions DVD, Lightening Stripers, I 
saw a yard conductor and brakeman 
conferring in front of a pristine MDT 
yellow (with a hint of orange) reefer.  I 
almost fell off my Schwinn Aire Dyne! 

Attempts to “swipe” a graphical still 
image for the Committee failed, so I called 
Sunday River who provided two good 
stills for our use.  Those conversations led 
to our “Collinwood Shop” being one of the 
few purveyors able to offer Sunday River 
videos at a discount.  So, before a 
shameless commercial appeal, let me 
describe what you get… 

Thanks to NYCSHS calendars, quarterly 
Central Headlights and this publication, we 
get still images of the NYC in its prime.  
Some are in color.  Now imagine 45 
minutes of high quality video, and almost 
all of it in color!  I am not talking about 
somebody’s old shaky 8mm home movies; 
this is professionally produced movie 
footage of typical NYC trains during the 
late 40s and early 50s.  By “typical” I mean 
footage of run of the mill, weathered 
trains, with only a few shots of pristine 
public relations runs.  Yes, this is file 

footage that New York Central’s Public 
Relations Department intended as filler to 
support its productions.  Most of these 
vintage scenes were never used.  Long 
time NYCSHS member Richard Nadel 
carefully saved these images for future 
generations. 

Lightening Stripers concentrates on 
diesels, but steam is not forgotten.  Steam, 
of all kinds, is the center of attention in 
Hudsons Along the Hudson.  Freight car 
historians take note; the camera does not 
shut off just after the locomotives roll past.  
You will be treated to lots of equipment in 
various shades of boxcar red, black, gray, 
and brighter reefer colors.  It’s like a 
Westerfield shopping center catalog 
coming to life, if you know what I mean.  
Did you ever wonder how to weather 
hopper interiors, gondolas or car roofs?  
You’ll get your eyes full from overpass 
vantage points.  Most of the scenes are 
along the Hudson, Mohawk, and Syracuse 
Divisions.  You will be able to pick out the 
auto, meat, perishable, and mixed freight 
blocks within the passing trains. 

The original prints were 16mm, so the 
image quality is excellent.  And Sunday 
River spared no expense in bringing us 
these images.  For the most part, I found 
only a few scenes with obviously dubbed 
sound.  So, if the sounds are not real, they 
certainly are well done.  

With the narration, the voice is pleasant, 
and there are long pauses while you enjoy 
the train sounds; but the image on the 
screen often has little to do with the 
narration. However, it is interesting “chit-
chat” so sit back, enjoy, and take the 
discussion with a grain of salt.  Besides 
work-a-day freights, you will see Dewitt’s 
hump yard in action: early 1940s 20th 

NYC Color Videos from Sunday River Productions	  
By	  Ralph	  Schiring	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Sunday	  River	  Productions	  
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Century Limited’s racing through scenic 
tunnels behind Dreyfuss Hudsons; about 
every streamlined train the Central fielded 
during daylight hours; commuter runs; 
Sharks, F’s, PA’s and C-Liners (oh my!); 
crews working; passengers boarding – in 
other words, another day in paradise 
along the New York Central! 

 

Lightening Stripers – Diesels with steam 
not hiding in the background –- finishes 
with Aerotrain & Jet RDC scenes -- 45 min. 
-- DVD -- $27.96 for NYCSHS members; 
$34.95 non-members in our store.  
Shipping extra and Ohio residents add 8% 
Ohio sales tax. 
http://www.sundayriverproductions.com
/detail.aspx?id=88 
 
 

 

Hudsons Along the Hudson– All sorts of 
steam action, with some encroaching 
diesels –- 30 min. of bliss  
NYCSHS members $23.96; non-members 
$29.95 in our store. Shipping extra and 
Ohio residents add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
http://www.sundayriverproductions.com
/detail.aspx?id=18 

 

Niagaras and Mohawks – Steam of all 
kinds, starting on the west end and 
migrating east – about 30 minutes and 
includes about 7 minutes of vintage CNJ 
and Erie action.  These 16mm rail fan 
movies are not quite up to the standards of 
the above two productions but are still 
excellent.  NYCSHS members $23.96; non-
members $29.95. Shipping extra and Ohio 
residents add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
http://www.sundayriverproductions.com
/detail.aspx?id=30 
 
New York Central 3-Set – Save money by 
purchasing all three of the above videos as 
a set. NYCSHS members $75.88; non-
members $94.85 in our store, and with free 
shipping for US customers.  Ohio residents 
add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

To enjoy these wonderful NYCS DVDs, go 
to our NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” and 
place your order.  Remember, this is the 
only place you can get a discount on these 
DVDs for just being a NYCSHS member.  
www.NYCSHS.net 

	  

 

NYC Color Videos from Sunday River Productions (Continued) 	  
By	  Ralph	  Schiring	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Sunday	  River	  Productions	  
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Introduction, Background and Model 
Preparation 

The story of EMC's FT Demonstrator of 
1939/1940 is well known.  It was the 
locomotive that proved mainline diesel 
freight operations.  A quantum leap in 
technology, this locomotive instantly made 
the steam locomotive obsolete from North 
American railroading.  The Demonstrator 
#103 & #103A (A-B-B-A) logged 83,764 
miles over 20 Class 1 railroads including 
the New York Central.  The NYCS started 
its evaluation of this revolutionary engine 
on September 15, 1940, when it was 
brought up to Rotterdam Junction, NY 
after being tested by the Boston & Maine.  
The railroad was soon to take delivery of 
their excellent L-3 Class 4-8-2 Mohawks, 
but even so NYCS management must have 
been impressed.  Due to WWII, FT 
production was suspended, but eventually 
it resumed and an order for the New York 
Central was placed early in 1944.  In June 
of that year, the Railroad took delivery of 
two A-B-B-A sets classified as DFA-1a and 
DFB-1a 

 

NYC. 1636 &: 1638, DFA-2c along with 2420, 
DFB-2c in the first version of the gray 
"lightning stripe" paint scheme {circa 1949) 
which did not extend the entire length of the 
"A " units. The "B" units were solid black 
with only white lettering for a contrast. 
Passenger units did not use this "abbreviated" 
scheme, which was later extended along the 
middle strip of all A and B units on the NYC. 
(NYCSHS Collection) 

The A-Units were numbered 1600 to 1603 
and the B-Units were numbered as 2400 -
2403. They were paired 1600/2400 & 
1601/2401, 1602/2402 & 1603/2403.  I 
have seen in some photographs the A-B-B-
A sets have been broken down into A-B 
sets, which is what I have modeled. 

 

Class DFA-1a #1600, with class DFB-1a 
#2400; represent 25% of the Central's first 
order for EMD freight units. (Photo by Robert 
C. Schell, Jr., NYCSHS Collection) 
 
As delivered, the locomotives were 
painted tuxedo black with what looked 
like a very early lightning stripe, although 
very modestly rendered.  There were no 
niceties like a chrome headlight trim ring 
or stainless kick plates above the boarding 
ladder steps, due mainly to wartime 
austerity.  Here is a general list of engine 
features: 

§ Single headlight 
§ Small number boards on nose (no 

large illuminated body-side number 
boards) 

§ "Phase III" dynamic brakes 
§ No Boiler for passenger service 
§ Draw-bar coupling (A-Unit to B-

Unit) 

Now, I am a steam guy and my favorite 
thing about the New York Central 
Railroad is its steam locomotives.  Yet, I 
cannot explain my fascination with EMD's 
FT.  I really don't study any of the 
subsequent F-Units (or any other diesel for 
that matter), but the enigmatic DFA/B-1a 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  
By	  Rick	  De	  Candido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Rick	  except	  as	  noted	  
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has captured my imagination.  Even 
though my layout is set in June of 1942, 
well before dieselization, I still had to 
build one.  It was a very enjoyable project 
and in this article and in two others I 
would like to relate how it went.  It won't 
be a step-by-step article on how to build 
an FT, but rather it will note some of the 
more interesting points of the build. 

 

Initial diesel-electric freight operation on the 
New York Central was with two 4-unit sets of 
EMD FT locomotives, which arrived on the 
property in 1944. DFA-1a 1600 +3 shown here 
at Millbury Junction, OH. (New York Central 
photo, NYCSHS Collection) 
 
I used the Stewart FT (from Bowser) as the 
core model.  One could also use the 
Intermountain FT, but my preference is for 
the Stewart.  I bought one that has the 
above listed features.  There weren't any 
available in NYCS livery (which wouldn't 
matter as those in the catalogue were 
lightning striped and I wanted to do the 
as-delivered version).  I ended up ordering 
a Reading FT because it was black and I 
assumed that it was molded in black 
styrene, which would be easier to paint for 
my NYCS engine.  As it turns out, it was 
molded in black plastic.  The Bowser 
models are somewhat semi-finished where 
they are painted and decorated, but one 
must apply some other details.  This is 
good since the model comes with all three 

types of dynamic brake roof 
configurations and two draw bars 
depending on one's minimum track 
radius.  I ordered directly from Bowser on-
line at http://www.bowserorders.com.  
At the same time, I ordered some detail 
parts and spares in case I made a mistake 
or two (you know how some days go!). 

 
Close-up of A-Unit 1600.  1600 was the first 
FT in the NYCS.  Modest lightning stripes on 
nose are painted on (Part 3 will describe how 
this was done). 

 

View from rear of B-Unit.  The model does not 
come with diaphragms, but the ones from 
American Limited fit perfectly and enhance 
the model nicely. 

I am no EMD FT expert, no NYCS expert, 
and I am not a model railroading expert.  I 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO	  Scale	  (Continued)	  
By	  Rick	  De	  Candido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Rick	  except	  as	  noted	  
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try to build models that are reasonably 
accurate and especially ones that I will be 
happy with.  No doubt there are better 
ways to do things and there are probably 
details that I have missed.  Any errors in 
this series are solely mine.

This is the "Phase 3" dynamic brake roof 
configuration, one of three choices provided in 
the Stewart/Bowser kit. 

To prep for the build, I carefully removed 
the glass from the car bodies and stripped 
the paint using Easy-Off Oven Cleaner.  
This isn't the most pleasant stuff to work 
with, so I recommend working in a well-
ventilated area using rubber gloves and 
wearing a painting respirator.  Using a 
tray, I gave the two car bodies a liberal 
amount of Easy-Off and let it soak.  Using 
an old toothbrush, I gently scrubbed the 
bodies to loosen the paint and rinsed using 
warm water from the tap.  I think I applied 
Easy-Off three times and shortly the paint 
was just about gone.  Certainly it was good 
enough as a base for the new paint job.  

In Part 2, I will go over the chassis and 
DCC. Part 3 will cover the body, paint, 
decals and weathering. 

 

Patiently waiting for the hostler and another 
demanding run, DFA-1a 1600/2400 is ready to 
lead the NYCS into a brave new era. 

Here is a list of the parts I gathered for the 
project (parts marked with * were ordered 
along with the core model from Bowser): 

 

Locomotive: Bowser/Stewart FT #691-
5014 & #691-5015 (these 
happen to be the NYC 
Lightning Stripe version A 
(powered) & B (dummy) 
Units) or similar. 

F-Unit Detail Kit: Cal Scale F & FT 
Detail Kit #190-519 
(Qty 1 Pkg) - includes 
windshield wipers, 
MU hoses, grab irons, 
etc. * 

Horns:  Cal Scale HO-Scale Leslie 
A-200 F Unit Horns #190-
542 (Qty 1 Pkg) * These are 
finer looking than kit 
plastic horns. 

Air Hoses: Cal Scale HO-Scale Air 
Hoses (4) #190-277 (Qty 1 
Pkg) * 

 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO	  Scale	  (Continued)	  
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Lifting Eyes: Cal Scale HO-Scale Lift 
Rings .012" Wire (20) #190-
501 (Qty 1 Pkg). * 

Grab Irons: Homemade (Part 3 will show 
how to make a simple 
bending jig). .012" Brass Wire 

Extra Cab Glass: Bowser Cab Glass 
#691-135 (In case I 
messed up the one 
with the model, 
particularly when 
removing the glass to 
strip the paint) * 

Extra Portal Glass: Bowser Set "X" 
Window #691-141 & 
Set "Y" #691-142 
(Same reason as 
above) * 

Couplers:   Kadee #158 (Qty 2) 

Diaphragms:    American Limited -> 
Walthers Catalogue 
#147-9710 Black 

Cab Interior:    Keystone Locomotive 
Works F-Unit Interior 
Walthers #395-3301 

DCC & Sound:  QSI Quantum 
Revolution-A #1050-
292 1st Generation 
Diesel (See Part 2 
when DCC is 
discussed), or more 
recent sound decoder 
Soundtraxx Tsunami 
EMD 567 #TSU-
BW1000 (It is made 
for Bowser/Stewart F-
Units)  

Speakers:  1" Diameter (example: 
Soundtraxx #810054) with 

enclosures (Qty 2 each) 

Headlight:   Yelo-Glo 3mm diameter 

Quick Connector, Speakers:  Miniatronics 
 Walthers Catalogue 
#475-5000102  

Quick Connector, Wheel Pick-ups: 2-Pin 
Micro connector Kit 
Soundtraxx -
Walthers Catalogue 
#678-810012 (Qty 1 
Pkg) 

Decals: New York Central Cab Diesels 
(1945-1960) (Microscale #87-49) 

  Please note that this set does not 
have the "truncated" lightning     
stripes.  They will need to be 
made from white decal trim 
film or painted on (see Part 3 for 
painting these stripes). Data for 
EMC FT 1939-1945 (Microscale 
#87-794) - for reflective road 
numbers on nose 

Diesel Builders Plates EMD & 
GE (1940+) (Microscale #MC-
4056) 

Information Sources: 

The Revolutionary Diesel EMC's FT by 
DIESEL ERA (1994, 1996) 

NYCSHS Central Headlight DVD Collection 
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(Cover Photo by Richard Baldwin) 

 
Here is your chance to access a wide-variety of photos from the NYCSHS and private collections.  These are 

very high-quality images of several great NYCS subjects. 
The front cover, shown above, is of a pair of EMD E-8 diesel units arriving in Sturgis, MI, with an excursion 

train from Elkhart, IN, in 1951. 

The back cover shows a Class P-2b electric loco #224 in North White Plains, NY. 

Calendar photos include: three EMD GP-7 units on the James Whitcomb Riley in Indianapolis, IN, in 1962 
(color); Class J-1e "Hudson" #5333 on a passenger train in West Lafayette, IN, in 1951; F-M H20-44 road-
switcher #7104 at Collinwood, OH, in 1956; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2252 on an Evansville, IN - Mt. Carmel, IL, 
freight; two B-L-H RF-16 units on a freight train at Huron, OH, in 1953; a B & A Class J-2a 4-6-4 and Class L-3a 
4-8-2 on the New England States at Chatham, NY, in 1945; Class S-1b "Niagara" #6007 on display with the 
General Motors (EMD) "Train of Tomorrow" at the 1948 Chicago Railroad Fair; NYC diesel tugboat #34 on the 
Hudson River; Class J-3a "Hudson" #6002 on the Commodore Vanderbilt at Oscawana, NY, in 1946; three BLW 
DR-6-4-15 diesel units power a freight through Erie, PA, in 1948; a pair of EMD F-7 units take a westbound 
freight train through Greensburg, IN, in 1956 (color). 

Calendars can be ordered from: 

NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 

Price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents add $.88 Ohio sales tax. Buy at “Store of the Future" and you can use PayPal, 
credit card, check, or money order to order  

You	  may	  also	  order	  these	  older	  calendars	  at	  these reduced prices. 

Some 1986, 1997 and 2003 calendars are available at these prices:  
   One Calendar   $5.00 

   Two Calendars   $9.00 

    Three Calendars   $12.00 

When ordering, add the appropriate amount to your 2014 calendar order.  Ohio 
residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax to the total price. 

The	  NYCSHS	  2014	  Calendar	  
	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2014 64	  

Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) with PayPal, credit 
card, check or money order.  Or you can send 
a check to: NYCSHS, P. O. Box 130, Gates 
Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany This 310 page, hard 
cover volume includes; 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.40 state sales tax for a single volume. 
(*Non-US postage charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes; 428 pages, hard cover, 672 
illustrations.  Only $30 plus $10 domestic 
postage. Ohio residents include $2.40 state 
sales tax for a single volume. (*Non-US 
postage charged at actual cost.) 

	  OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
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This is the first time that I’ve written for 
the NYCSHS or any railroading magazine, 
and I am thrilled. For those of you who are 
wondering about who I am or about my 
connections to the Central, I’m here to tell 
you that you probably won’t see any 
stunning models from me, considering 
that I am only 16, have a modest collection 
of HO-scale rolling stock and New York 
Central books, and have only the sufficient 
skill to build Funaro & Camerlengo one-
piece body kits straight out of the box. 
However, I have been an avid New York 
Central enthusiast for four years and a 
railfan for five. For that duration, I have 
lived in Ardsley, NY, which is located on 
the former right-of-way of the Putnam 
Division. Every once in a while, I enjoy 
biking to the rotted-out remains of a 
freight station in Chauncey and pondering 
upon what the view from the platform 
must have looked like during the summer 
of 1951. This was when Lima-Hamilton 
diesel road switchers, F-class Ten-
Wheelers, the occasional U-class 0-8-0, and 
gas-electric motorcars may have shared 
trackage rights, according to The Old Put 
by Joe Schiavone and Brian Vangor. (You 
can probably tell by now that I love this 
transition period.) However, whatever I 
might imagine is at least partially 
fabricated due to my youth. 

Since I cannot even claim to have 
consciously seen Conrail traffic, the way 
that I make a real connection with the New 
York Central System is through HO-scale 
modeling, which I began to seriously 
practice about two-and-a-half years ago. I 
am by no means a modeler of great ability, 
but I did alter an Intermountain steel-
sided reefer to more closely resemble an 
MDT steel-sided reefer numbered in the 
9000 series. This venture was carried out 

This is a photo of the prototype for the reefer 
that Philip planned to duplicate. 

two years ago, and was my first 
modification project. 

Philip’s finished model replicates the MDT 
steel-sided reefer and is a testament to his 
excellent modeling skills. 

The kit attracted me due to its many 
similarities to an actual MDT 9000-series 
reefer; for example, the body had the 
correct number of side panels and roof 
panels. In addition, the brake gear and its 
orientation seemed correct. However the 
kit could not have been built “pure,” as 
there were also a number of differences 
between the kit and the prototype. The 
door hooks and the vertical elements of 
the grabirons and ladders have been 
painted black, as per the prototype photo 
below.  The reefer in the prototype 

A	  Young	  Modeler’s	  New	  York	  Central	  
By	  Philip	  Lee	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Philip	  
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photograph also has a stirrup step 
underneath its door, which was replicated 
on the model. In addition, the very thick 
grabirons supplied with the kit were 
replaced with Tichy Train Group 
products. 

Close examination reveals some of the 
modifications Philip made to the 
Intermountain model. 

Of course, there are a number of 
discrepancies between the model and the 
prototype. Some of the modeled grabirons 
are not of the correct type, the spacing of 
the ladder rungs seems to differ, the 
placement of some data lettering is wrong, 
there is a black spot on the prototype 
which is not on the model, the sill running 
underneath the prototype’s roof is painted 

red oxide, and (perhaps most noticeably) 
the model’s ends are wrong. I still need to 
add coupler cut bars to the model. Surely I 
shall try to rectify these dichotomies in the 
future. 

Certainly, though I do not possess great 
skill in HO-scale modeling, I am looking 
forward to the end of the school year, for I 
shall try new techniques outside of kit 
building/bashing, such as weathering and 
operations. I may kitbash a distinctive type 
of New York Central caboose (similar to 
the Pacemaker cabooses, sans plywood 
sides) using a very crude K-Val New York 
Central standard caboose kit as a base. If at 
any time the reader feels like legitimately 
offering suggestions for my modeling 
(including the above example), he or she 
can go right ahead! Though it is an 
accepted maxim that the modeler only 
needs to count the rivets on his or her cars, 
I personally accept and utilize criticism 
from others in order to make my models 
more accurate. I have greatly enjoyed 
writing this article for the NYCSHS, and 
look forward to the possibility of officially 
joining the Society. 

 

 

Editors’ Comment 

After I reached out to Philip to encourage 
him to share his modeling with us, he 
traveled to the Springfield Train Show and 
met some of our members.  While there he 
purchased a few of our MDT 40’ wooden 
reefers and has just recently joined the 
NYCSHS.  We are very pleased to have 
Philip as one of our newest members. 

A	  Young	  Modeler’s	  New	  York	  Central	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Philip	  Lee	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Philip	  
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Coffee Spiller Curve 

Track crews of the New York Central RR 
spent yesterday re-aligning the infamous 
“Coffee-Spiller Curve,” so called for the 
near-daily derailments of the railroad’s 
passenger fleet.  According to G. Dancer, 
track foreman at the site of the 
reconstruction effort, operating crews 
eventually refused to operate passenger 
trains due to the frequent 
derailments.  This proved very unpopular 
with the traveling public, and many 
patrons could be seen waiting on the 
platforms for months at a time.  Mr. 
Dancer said the problem was a short 
section of sharply curved track and that 
the problem had existed since the line was 
laid some twenty years ago.  He was quick 
to point out that he was not an employee 
of the company at the time of its original 
construction. 

 

Crews pick away at the ballast along the 
edges of the roadbed in preparation for lifting 
the offending section of track.  The sharp curve 
in the middle of the section is quite evident in 
this aerial view.  Note the very large tools 
used for this hard and dangerous work and 
that an adjacent building had to be moved 
before work could be started. 

 

 

After 20-some years on the job, the ballast 
slowly releases its grip on the track.

After the Electricians severed the underground 
power connections, the track section is lifted 
from the roadbed.  The next step is to soak the 
track in soapy water to remove the ballast 
between the rails. 

 

The refurbished section of track has been 
spiked down.  Note the gentler curve in the 
middle of the section. 

A	  Press	  Release:	  	  December	  27,	  1958	  
By	  Andy	  Szabo	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Andy	  
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Passenger Service returns!  For the first time 
since the line’s original charter, a seven-car 
train of full-length passenger cars has 
repeatedly passed through this section 
without derailment.  Crews are eager to 
resume the regular passenger schedule in New 
York Central Style! 

Editor’s Note 

Andy is an HO-modeler who has 
contributed articles in the past to the 
NYCentral Modeler.  His “Press Release” is 
a very nice example of a short article with 
lots of photos that can be done in a very 
short time and that provides some 
interesting modeling information.  
Hopefully, this will motivate some of you 
out there to do something similar for us. 

 

 

Have you visited the NYCSHS 
website lately? 

We have put a lot of effort into updating 
the NYCSHS website. We continue to post 
the latest info about Society events, and we 
have also begun to add even more 
information about the NYCS and are 

beginning a new section under the “For 
the Modeler” where you find this 
publication. 

 

When you look at the front page you will 
see the most current post at the top of the 
page.  On the right you will see a list of the 
last few posts, a section for recent 
comments, and a list of monthly archives. 

Under the header you will find the 
following pull down menus: “Home”, 
“Membership”, “Store”, “About 
NYCSHS”, “About NYCS”, “Publications” 
“Modeling Resources”, “Convention”, and 
“NYCSHS Membership Benefits”. 

If you haven’t visited lately you should 
really go and explore.  You will find a 
wealth of information and you can 
comment directly in each section. We may 
even post your questions and our answers.  

www.NYCSHS.org 

A	  Press	  Release:	  	  December	  27,	  1958	  	  	  (Continued)	  
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Three of Richards NYC diesel fleet line up for a 
publicity shot outside the Collinwood Diesel 
Terminal on his N-scale layout.  

My fascination with trains started with an 
American Flyer set as a child.  During my 
teenage years I sold the American Flyer 
and went into HO.  Once I discovered that 
girls were more than soft boys and college 
loomed over the horizon, I laid my trains 
aside.  My job as a sales engineer took me 
to Chicago quite often.  As we flew over 
the city the view of the railroad activity 
fascinated me.  During this period I 
discovered N-scale.  An N-scale layout on 
a 5’ x 8’ table was built.  Once we had 
children and I took over a business the 
trains again laid dormant.   In fact, a 
dishwasher overflow and rambunctious 
toddlers took its toll on the layout. 

 

The Ohio State Limited passing through the 
trees approaching the town of Painesville, 
OH. 

We then fast forward to semi-retirement 
age.  After dropping my wife off at the 
airport one day I stopped at a local hobby 

shop and found out there was a train show 
at the UAW hall.  I bought two Con Cor N-
scale NYC heavy weight passenger cars.  
During my childhood my Dad would take 
me to the NYC tracks in Euclid, OH to 
watch trains and if we had a special outing 
we would go to Collinwood to watch 
trains.   So these cars brought back happy 
memories. I then learned about NTRAK 
and decided to build a steel mill NTRAK 
module.  

 

The Ohio State Limited passing a blast 
furnace in Cleveland’s flats. 

 

A view of the rolling mills with the Nickel 
Plate transfer in the foreground. 

The blast furnace and rolling mills are 
Walthers N-scale kits. 

My	  NYC	  N-‐Scale	  Railroad	  
By	  Richard	  Feldman	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Richard	  
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Many hours of research both on the 
computer and viewing the mills in 
Cleveland’s flats as well as reading books 
on steel making and modeling preceded 
the actual building of the module.  It is 
built to NTRAK standards; Peco turnouts, 
code 80 Atlas track, 40” high, 3 main lines 
and a mountain line.  I made two 4’ x 36” 
modules that are dowelled together for 
track alignment.   

The Basic Oxygen Furnace (BOF) 
prototype is a combination of the Republic 
Steel and J&L BOFs.  I liked the stacks of 
the Republic BOF, which are visible from 
Interstate 77, and the color of the J&L 
building.   

 

The Basic Oxygen Furnace with a bottle train 
in the foreground. The furnace is a kit bashed 
HO-scale Walthers rolling mill. 

After completing these modules my wife 
and I attended the N-Scale convention in 
Chantilly VA.  There, she saw a New York 
City module complete with King Kong on 
the Empire State Building.  She asked me 
why I didn’t build a city.  Around this 
time I decided to have our 10-course high 
crawl space made into a train room.  My 
dream layout will eventually take 
advantage of the 85 feet of usable wall, but 
I knew a project of that scope could be 

overwhelming. So I built a permanent loop 
to the right of my steel mill and a movable 
loop module to the left.  The construction 
of these areas was wood frame, plywood 
sub roadbed, foam insulation board for 
scenery, cork roadbed, Atlas code 80 track, 
and Peco turnouts. There existed a column 
in the middle of the permanent loop on 
which I could paste an enlarged picture of 
Cleveland’s signature building: the 
Terminal Tower (built by the Van 
Sweringens for their Shaker Rapid Transit 
and their Nickel Plate Railroad). 

 

The Cleveland Union Terminal (CUT) can be 
seen in the background as the Southwestern 
Limited leaves the area. 

Of course the NYC was the largest user of 
this station.  This six-foot loop became my 
Cleveland city module.  Most buildings 
are kits with a few scratch builds. 

The other return loop (connecting the red 
line to the green and the blue to the 
yellow) was planned to move along each 
time I extended the layout.  In this way, I 
could construct a section, lay track, wire it, 
scenic it, and operate it before tackling the 
next major project.   After completing 
downtown Cleveland, I then finished East 
Cleveland with a representative sampling 
of some well-known companies that have 
or had a Cleveland presence. 
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The Sohio refinery was actually in the Flats 
but Richard placed it in East Cleveland. 

Nela Park (GE Lighting Division) and 
Carlings Brewery. 

 

The Fisher Body Division of General Motors 
was a classic manufacturing facility. 
My favorite building is the kitbashed 
Fisher Body plant that used to sit on Coit 
Road. 

The Collinwood Diesel facility was built to 
service the P1 electrics that ran on CUT before 
being repainted and transferred to Harmon.

 

At the western end of Collinwood the Ohio 
State Limited is passing a Pacemaker freight 
for its trip to either New York or Chicago. 

The next phase was Collinwood yard with 
the NYC diesel facilities.  

Both the Collinwood yard and East 
Cleveland sections were built with steel 
wall brackets and L girders.  I used cabinet 
grade ½” plywood for sub roadbed, cork, 
Atlas code 80 track, and Peco turnouts.  I 
decided to use Tortoise switch motors and 
Digitrax or Team Digital stationary 
decoders on the mainline.  For Collinwood 
and West Staging I used Peco switch 
machines and Team Digital decoders 
taking advantage of the push 
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Another view of Collinwood and the 
Pacemaker freight.   

button options as well as throttle control 
and eventually computerized control.  

After a few years of running it was time to 
expand again.  I wanted some countryside 
before arriving at the next town on my list: 
Painesville/Fairport Harbor, home of the 
Diamond Alkali Company. 

The Diamond Alkali facility in Fairport 
Harbor. 

In addition to the vast chemical business, 
Diamond Alkali also had a cement and 
coke plant at their complex.  This facility is 
an industrial modeler’s bonanza.  On this 
section of the layout I used Atlas code 55 
track and turnouts.  The mainline turnouts 
are Tortoise controlled and the sidings 

have Caboose Industries ground throws. 
The layout has not expanded beyond 
Painesville/Fairport because it is to be on 
the N-Scale tour at the 2014 NMRA meet 
in Cleveland.  Things work pretty well; I 
don’t want to disturb them before the 
convention. 

There is in the future ore and coal docks 
similar to the ones the NYC had in 
Ashtabula, OH, the GE locomotive plant in 
Erie, and a coalmine atop the movable 
return loop.  To date, an NTRAK module 
has been built which will fit into the layout 
with an ore dock along with three 
scratchbuilt Huletts.   

The Ntrak module with Huletts and the 
beginnings of a Sylvan Ore Boat. 

 

Huletts were located at 11 ports on Lake Erie. 
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You can see from the above that modeling 
the Lake Division of the New York Central 
provided great industrial modeling 
opportunities, was close at hand for 
research, and was nostalgic.  This division 
was at one time part of the 4-track 
mainline built to handle all the traffic from 
New York City to Cleveland.  In Berea it 
separated and two tracks went south and 
two went west.  

The layout is designed for either 
continuous running or for operating 
sessions.  There are three separate loops 
that allow the grandkids and their peers to 
run trains without the fear of any 
collisions.  I can also host operating 
sessions with four, two-man crews.  I use a 
car order system with a train sequence 
based on an actual 1961 Lake division 
timetable. 

A passenger train runs through a small town 
on the layout. 

 

A yard full of Richards N-scale Pacemaker 
boxcars. 

 

Rich’s Model Railroad 
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Harold Oakhill models NYC boxcars

 
 

We had an email from Eric Hansmann telling us about a loose knit bunch of pre-Depression era 
railroad modelers who have posted their work on line.  You can view more of these at 
http://designbuildop.hansmanns.org/2013/10/14/virtual-rpm-meet-1/ 

Mystery Boxcar 

 
Do you know anything about this car?  Send us your guess about this and we will 

acknowledge the first correct response. Be sure to reference it as the car on page 74. 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Dick Abbott’s Large Scale (1/32) Niagaras           

 
Alan Wright told us about Dick Abbott’s pair of NYC Large Scale Niagaras, and Dick sent 

us some photos. We hope to get an article from Dick on these beautiful models. 
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Gherin Johnson rides the NYC rails 

 
Gherin Johnson is a skilled modeler who lives in Ohio.  He is show here on his 1/8-scale 

NYC EMD Lightning Striper. 

 

James Mardiguian shares a “top secret”  
Schenectady Works 1955 project. 

 

 

James spends a lot of 
time working on his 
models and sent us 
this latest project of a 
concept RST-5 3200hp 
Transfer Unit.  He 
says that the design 
was scrubbed due to 
sagging sales of 
similar units from  
Baldwin-Lima-
Hamilton. Another fun 
model from James. 
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Noel Bruce loves his 5”-gauge Mohawk 

 

Australia NYCSHS member Noel Bruce stands behind his live steam Mohawk L-3A #3020.  
He shared this photo and provided a large number of drawings with the Society. 

David Smith’s 1/32-scale Models 

 

David lives in Florida and models the NYC with FineArts, MTH & Accucraft models. 
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Victor Hand’s Circuit Breaker House Mockup 

 

The photo is of a mockup of one of the Circuit Breaker Houses that Victor Hand has made 
using the drawings and data presented in one of our past issues in the “From the New York 
Central Engineering Department” and “The Harmon Files” by Manuel Duran-Duran and 
Larry Faulkner.  It is nice to see that our articles are being used by our readers for modeling. 

Mystery Photo 

 

 

One of our members sent us this 
photo.  Can you identify the 
locomotives in the photo and the 
photo location? 

You can send us an email and give us 
your guess. Be sure to reference it as 
the mystery loco on page 78. 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Rich Teer’s HO-Scale Layout 

   

Rich tells us that his layout is based upon the latter 1940s on the Boston & Albany. It is only six 
years old and he reports that he still has a lot of work to do on it.  He promises to share with us by 
writing an article, and sending some more photos, so we hope to see more of what appears to be a 
very nice amount of NYCS modeling.  (Photos by Rich) 

Vintage NYCS Advertisements 

 

These are just two of the many ads that the NYC placed in magazines during the heyday of passenger 
service.  It makes you want to return to those wonderful years.  If you have some of these ads, please 

share them with us, so we can share them with our readers.  NYCBigFour@verizon.net	  	  
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This is Manuel Duran-Duran’s model of Grand Central Terminal  

Projects in Progress 

This is a picture of the projects Manuel is currently working on.  The different buildings in the image 
obviously don’t belong together, but give you a feel for the talent of our Editor of the NYC 
Engineering Department.  Looking forward to many more professional drawings from Manuel. 

Grand Central Terminal is a shallow relief model in HO Scale (full size prototype model, no 
compression). 

The apartment and commercial buildings, when finished, will be part of a city block located next to 
the NYC Viaduct on Park Ave. 

The smaller structures in the foreground are mock-ups of the Battery House, CR Tower and the 
Circuit Breaker House as featured in the “From the Engineering Department” articles of the 
NYCentral Magazine.  These were made by spray mounting the article’s drawings on illustration 
board.   The taller mock-up behind them is the Cable Terminal House, a candidate for a future 
drawing article. 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 

2014 New Membership Application Form 
 

 

 
  

 *These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of the 
Society, and these generous contributors will be identified in Central Headlight.  

 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31. 
You may also join by going to our store at www.nycshs.net or to our website at 
www.nycshs.org. 
 
Please be sure to fill in all of the blanks in the form below. 

 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

City, State:_________________________________9-digit Zip: __________________ 

Country, if outside U. S. A.:_______________________________________________   
Email Address: _________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Special Interest(s):_______________________________________________________ 

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYCS?__________ What scale?__________ 

Former NYCS Employee? ________________________________________________ 

Referred by (optional): __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed for 2014:  $____________  For additional years:  $____________ 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.  It may be used to 
contact you about events or information about the NYCSHS.  If you do not wish to have 
the NYCSHS contact you with this information, please check this box:   

 

Members failing to provide their 9-digit Zip cannot be included in the mailing list for 
Central Headlight. The USPS insists that we use the 9-digit code since the magazine is 
mass mailed. Check out our website at www.nycshs.org 

 Regular Member — United States                 $39.00  
 Regular Member — Canada & Mexico                 $44.00  
 Regular Member — Other Countries                 $49.00  
 Contributing Member*                 $50.00  
 Sustaining Member*                 $70.00  
 Digital Edition of Central Headlight (Additional)                  $15.00  
 We are offering this digital edition as a supplement to the print          
version. You must agree not to provide this to others by signing 
here.  _____________________________________________________  
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  How about a few of you O-, S-, 
and N-scale modelers getting in touch with us to send us an article or 
photos. 

We really do need your help to keep all of this going.  A lot of work is 
being done by very few members right now.  We have needs for 
articles and photos for this magazine.  We need additional members on 
the Modeling Committee.  We need some people to work with us on 
the Membership Committee.  I could use some help working on the 
NYCSHS Facebook page, the NYCSHS website, and the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group site. 

I know you are busy. We all are busy, but all it takes is a few hours a 
month to help us out.  People who are just as busy as you are doing all 
of this.  They just believe that the Society is a priority to them. 

Why not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that 
is really worthwhile.  Just do it!!! 

Watch the website www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we travel through the spring, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
July 2014 edition.  You have been doing a lot more of model 
railroading during the winter months, and we know that you will be 
spending more time outdoors, but we hope you will take a few 
minutes to continue to run your trains. If you have been building 
things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be a good 
time to take some photos and do an article for us.  Even if you don’t 
feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your layout.  
We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next one, 
send them to us by June 1, 2014.   

Are You Helping the NYCSHS Improve?  
   Preview Of 3RD 

Quarter 2014 
issue 

 

Ron Parisi returns with 
another of the continuing 

articles on the NYC’s West 
Side Freight Lines.  See it in 

the next issue. 

The next issue we will run a short 
article with lots of photos of some 

wonderful models that Barry 
Clements has developed using 3-D 

printing. 

We plan to share some great photos 
from David Howarth as he continues 

to build a new railroad.
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Look for another 
building drawing 

from Manuel Duran-
Duran in the July 

2014 edition. 
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