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Seth Gartner’s Piney Fork Branch railroad is set in 
Minerva, OH and has been a 12-year project. It is not 
your typical four-track main. (Page 22) 
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The  NYCSHS  provides  considerable  
NYC  Railroad  information  that  is  very  
useful  for  modelers.  Pages  2  &  4.  

The  NYC  Models  of  Don  Wetzel                                                                                

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

Check  out   the   regular  NYCentral  Modeler   feature,  “From  The  New  
York  Central   Engineering   Department”   by  Manuel   Duran-‐‑Duran.    
It  offers  scale  drawings  of  NYCS  structures  that  you  can  model.  

  The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing   information  
about   modeling   of   the   railroad   in   all   scales.   This   issue  
features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC-‐‑related  
models  and  layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  
help   members   improve   their   ability   to   model   the   New  
York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  

  

We contacted Don Wetzel, the engineer on the famous NYC M-497 
that set a World Speed Record on July 23, 1966. I was curious to see 
if Don was a NYC modeler.  He is. To see his collection of NYC 
models and have a look at his layout read about him on page 18.  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical   Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information  in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four    
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed  
Central   Headlight,   the   official  

publication   of   the  NYCSHS.    
Only   available   to   members,  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information.   From   steam  
to  diesel   (and  electric),   from  
freight   to   passenger,   from  
branchline   to   mainline,   and  
from   the   early   days   of  
Vanderbilt   to   the   waning  
months   of   Young   and  
Perlman,   the   Central  
Headlight   covers   it   all.   Our  
Annual   Meetings   are   also  
not  to  be  missed,  focusing  on  
the   preservation   of   New  
York  Central  railroad  history  
with   informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  
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The  NYCSHS  Modelers’  Committee  
For  almost  three  years,  we  have  had  an  official  modeling  committee  that  has  focused  on  modeling  
the  NYCS.    This  has  been  a  hard-‐‑working  committee.  

The  members  of  the  committee  are:  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,  Tom  
Ball,   Jeff   English,   Noel  Widdifield,   Dave   Staplin,   Paul   Pickard,   Larry   Faulkner,  Manuel   Duran-‐‑
Duran,  Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  and  Rich  Stoving.    

We  have  a  Yahoo  Group  for   the  committee  and  have  had  a  meeting  a  month   to  work  on  several  
projects.    We  continue  to  bring  new  modeling  features  to  the  Society.  We  released  the  NYC  Panel-‐‑
Side  55-‐‑ton  hopper  and  are  working  on  the  19000  caboose.  We  are  currently  working  with  Accurail  
to  release  an  MDT  Reefer.    We  are  working  on  several  other  projects,  like  gondolas,  tank  cars  and  
passenger   cars,   but   if   you   have   some   ideas   for   us   or   would   like   to   join   us,   contact   us   at  
NYCBigFour@verizon.net  
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One beautiful afternoon in the late 
summer of 1967 found Nancy and me 
perched atop a wing wall of the Croton 
Aqueduct syphon house that is a couple of 
miles north of Cold Spring, NY.  Long a 
favorite spot for rail photographers, it is 
beside the north portals of New York 
Central’s famous twin bores that pierce 
Breakneck Ridge, with the mighty Hudson 
River a mere stone’s throw away. 
  
We’d often visited this location, enjoying a 
quiet day that was only occasionally 
broken by waves lapping the shore in the 
wake of passing river craft and of course 
the roar of a passing train. I had my 
camera, but took only a couple of shots, 
because that which passed then was only a 
poor shadow of that which had once 
polished the rails below.   
  
Nancy was expecting the birth of our first 
child soon, and we both knew this would 
be the last time that we could enjoy the 
freedom to railfan as a couple without the 
responsibilities of parenthood.  So we 
stayed longer than usual, enjoying the 
serenity of the Hudson Highlands. 
  
Close to sunset, I heard the unmistakable 
chant of EMD units approaching from the 
south and realized that it was time for the 
Century to appear.  The chant changed 
tone as the engines entered the short 
tunnel, and then out popped #25, curving 
slightly to the east before entering the 
tangent that is parallel to the river.  
Moments later the train’s iconic 
observation-lounge cleared the bore, her 
trademark tail sign already aglow in the 
gathering dusk.  It was a beautiful sight, 
and some 46 years later I can still see it in 
my mind.  But I never thought to record it 
on film.  Surely there would always be a 

Century.  But as we all know, it was not to 
be.  Within a half year, the 20th Century 
Limited was no more.  
  
I’d dropped the ball before, and I would 
drop it again.  There would always be 
steam; SS DU in my hometown would 
always be there; the wooden, one-lane 
road bridge over the tracks north of town 
would never be replaced.  All, and so 
much more that I once knew, became 
history.  
  
If there’s a moral to this tale, it’s Do It 
Now.  Take photos, make sketches, ask 
questions. That which we take for granted 
today will not always be there; those who 
know answers will not always be there to 
ask.  Do It Now! 

  
As noted elsewhere in this edition, Rich’s 
layout is featured in the Jan 2014 edition of 
Model Railroader. Several photos of his 
layout are also included in their online 
photos for the month.  
 http://mrr.trains.com/how-to/model-
train-layouts/2013/11/the-new-york-
central-hudson-division-layout-gallery  
 

Rich’s L-3b Mohawk 3037 passing an 
eastbound passenger train on local track 4. 
(Photo from Model Railroader)  

                                                            Do  It  Now!      By  President    R.  L.    Stoving  
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    From  the  Cab  
Each time I sit down to write something for this 
column, I find that I have so many topics that I 
want to write about that I have a hard time 
choosing only one. 

For the last couple of months I have been setting 
up the new NYCSHS website and the new 
“Collinwood Shop”, our online hobby shop. 

I have also spent a considerable amount of time 
working with our Modeling Committee to roll out 
the hoppers we have offered for sale and now the 
MDT reefers. Our plan is to bring out a new model 
at least three times a year; and that keeps us pretty 
busy. 

Much of my time is taken up with calling and 
emailing members to try to get them to contribute 
to our magazine here.  So far, we have been able to 
keep the flow of articles and photos coming; so we 
haven’t had to miss a publication. 

We are now in our membership renewal season, 
and I see all of the membership forms as they come 
through, and I am amazed at how many members 
are modelers.  I only wish that more of you would 
consent to writing an article. We can only publish 
what you send us and we need more articles. 

It is not hard to write an article, and we can 
provide a lot of help. Only you can continue to 
make us successful.  How about an article from 
you today! 

Thanks, Noel 
Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections to NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

I really want to hear from you about what you 
think about this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story. 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@pdt.net                                                                                                                    NYCSHS  Books:  www.nycshs.org  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                          NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com                  NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay  mackdave@optimum.net  
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Don Wetzel  NYC Models of Don Wetzel 
	  

	  
 

 Seth Gartner   The NYC Piney Fork Branch Railroad               
 

 

New York Central Extra Board  
 

Don	   majored	   in	   mechanical	   engineering	   at	   Fenn	   College	   in	  
Cleveland,	  OH,	  and	  went	  on	  to	  pre-‐law	  studies	  at	  Baldwin	  Wallace	  
College.	   He	   holds	   private	   and	   commercial	   pilot’s	   licenses	   with	  
instrument	  and	  multi-‐engine	   ratings.	   	  He	   served	   in	  the	  USMC	  and	  
U.S.	  Navy	  reserve	  and	  is	  a	  Life	  Member	  of	  the	  American	  Legion.	  	  
His	  career	  in	  railroading	  spans	  over	  63	  years.	  It	  began	  with	  the	  NYC	  
in	  1950	  and	  includes	  three	  years	  with	  the	  Norfolk	  &	  Western	  	  

Title	  Photo	  (At	  Top	  &	  Following	  Pages)	  
“Engine	  Crew	  Dispatcher	  Springfield,	  
[Ohio]	  3-‐22-‐50”	  NYC	  Photo	  NYCSHS	  

Railway.  He owned his own companies for several years consulting to the transportation 
industry.  Don is best known for his record-breaking run of the NYC M-497 on July 23, 1966, 
when he set the rail speed record of 183.85 m.p.h. between Butler IN and Styrker, OH.  Don 
was the Assistant to the Director of Technical Research Lab located in the Collinwood Yards in 
Cleveland, OH.  Don continues to be involved with railroad technology as a consultant.  He 
consented to provide us with photos of his New York Central models and to share his still 
unfinished layout with us. Don told us, “You requested that I forward you some pictures of my 
layout, the Chestnut & Oak Hollow RR. (I live on the corner of Chestnut Oak Lane and Oak 
Hollow Lane.) I    thought I'd update you on my efforts to take the pictures. It's not a large 
layout and the room is small. Makes getting some decent photos a challenge. Also, there's no 
landscaping to speak of - that's my wife's job. She's a professional artist and is waiting for me to 
get to that part of the project. I'm trying to "pose" the motive power for a good appearance. I 
also have a small static Lionel collection. I'll also send those photos. Ninety percent of my stuff 
is NYC - and the 5396 "Hudson" is off the Big Four!” 

Seth recalls his earliest memory of model trains was a tabletop Lionel 
figure eight in the basement that he unsuccessfully tried to wear out.  
There was continued development into HO-scale railroading with his 
brother’s trains that he could just barely reach while standing on a chair 
while his brother was in school. No power pack was needed for 
enjoyment at that time.  After inheriting a layout he began developing 
his modeling skills in earnest with the guidance from a friend and rail- 

road engineer, Chip Syme, who also taught him about full size railroads, including those 
hometown rails that he would eventually model.  On bicycle Seth would chase the trains 
announcing their arrival in his hometown of Minerva, OH, or visit with the tower operator at 
Bayard, OH.  These memories allowed his railroad interests to lie dormant until establishing 
himself as a husband, a father, and a practicing emergency medicine physician.  Then the move 
to a new house in a new city allowed a re-entry into the hobby, modeling that which was best 
known to him during his childhood. Seth lives in Charlotte, NC with his wife, three children, 
and dog.  He enjoys time with his family, which may be camping (RV trips to national parks 
are a favorite), biking, or playing on the lake, swimming and water skiing.  Seth operates on 
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Larry	  Faulkner	   	   Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Battery	  House	  

	  

	  

Richard	  Karnes	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   NYC	  Modeling	  in	  S-‐scale	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

New York Central Extra Board  
 

This is Larry’s forth NYCentral Modeler article, and he continues 
to write about his modeling of the NYC Electric and Hudson 
Divisions in 1952-53 in the new regular feature “Harmon Files.”  
He has shared his modeling talents for towers in the last two 
articles and in this issue he teamed with NYC Engineering 
Department Editor, Manuel Duran-Duran, to try his hand at 
building the Battery House that Manuel drew the plans for in his 
department’s article this month. Many more to come from Larry. 

In his childhood, Dick Karnes’ family lived in Teaneck, NJ, a block from 
the NYC’s West Shore Line (River Division). His dad commuted daily on 
the West Shore to Weehawken, then by NYC ferry to Manhattan. As a sub-
teen, Dick himself rode the West Shore between West Englewood and 
Ridgefield Park for his weekly clarinet lesson. The locos were Pacifics; the 
coach interiors were beautifully lined with dark wood, and the conductor’s  

 
name (the same fellow in both directions) was Casey. The fare was a dime each way. For his 
10th birthday (1949), Dick received an American Flyer NYC Hudson freight set, and has been in 
S-scale ever since. He built his first S-scale kit, an Ambroid ACL watermelon car, at age 13. 
After receiving his civil engineering degree from Cornell University, Dick moved to the Seattle 
area to accept a position with Boeing. Now retired from Boeing, Dick has written for several 
publications including Railroad Model Craftsman, Scale Rails/NMRA Magazine, and Model Railroad 
News. He is currently the editor for the NMRA’s S-Scale Special Interest Group. Dick’s 
watermelon car still runs on his 12 x 39 New York, Westchester & Boston. He and his very 
tolerant wife have lived in Mercer Island, WA, for the past 42 years. 

	  

another local model railroad and belongs to the NMRA and its OpSig.  Other interests are 
caring for a 1924 Packard inherited from his father that he hopes to return to operating 
condition.  His other hobby is home brewing beer, and he would enjoy talking about 
railroads with you while sipping on a Piney Fork Ale. 
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Peter	  Weiglin	   	  	  The	  Paint	  Code	  Triangle	  

	  

	  

	  

Pete	  LaGuarda	   	   	   Preparing	  a	  Basement	  for	  a	  DCC-‐Model	  Railroad	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

A native of New York City, Peter spent many childhood afternoons 
watching Hudson Division trains pass his home; he began modeling in 
HO at age 13.  After graduating from Fordham, his career included 
work in radio and television as a producer, writer, and on-air 
presence.  After broadcasting, he served as a transit system marketing 
director, general manager, and consultant.  He taught marketing at UC 
Berkeley for fifteen years, while consulting on marketing of services.   

He and Jeanne, his wife of 50 years, returned to the Cincinnati area in 2005 after a 25-
year stay on the West Coast.  He is currently building his seventh (and last) HO-model 
railroad in their 60-foot basement.  He recently completed a term as District Governor of 
Rotary International. A NMRA life member since 1954, he has served as Superintendent 
of two NMRA divisions.  For six years he was an Associate Editor of Mainline Modeler 
magazine.  Along with many magazine articles, he has written or co-authored six books, 
three of which are on railroad-related subjects.  For six years he published Trolley Talk 
magazine.  He has been active in community theatre and founded, conducted, and 
arranged for the 22-piece Golden Gate Radio Orchestra. 

New York Central Extra Board  
 

Like most of us, Pete got his first Lionel Train Set at a young age.  
Growing up in the Bronx, all he could do was run the train around a 
circle on the living room floor.  However it captured his imagination 
and interest in trains grew as he got older.  Pete’s interests are in 
operations using TT & TO.  Recently he moved into his retirement 
home with his wife, Marie, and built a 30 x 35 HO-scale railroad.  Pete’s 
background in electronics has assisted him in wiring his layout and 
preparing his basement for DCC operations.   
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Ron	  Parisi	   	   NYCRR’s	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  –	  Part	  3	  

	  

The NYCentral Modeler Showcases NYCS Modeling and Models 

As you can see from this list of authors above, this magazine provides a place for NYCSHS 
members and even non-members to share their life’s accumulation of NYCS models and 
their talent at NYCS modeling. 

The best way we in this hobby can learn is by seeing what others do. So when one of us 
takes the time to write an article or share some photos we all benefit.  If you look at the 
authors above you notice that they come in all ages and places. They are members and non-
members, but they all share a couple of things.  They all love modeling the NYCS, and they 
all have taken the time to include us in their hobby. 

In this magazine, we have had articles and photos of all phases of this great hobby. We have 
shown some collections, some excellent “how to” articles, many layouts, some wonderful 
models, and some prototype photos and articles.   

In each case, the article started with an email from us or from one of you. Usually that 
resulted in a phone call or two with us and sent out some materials to help the potential 
author understand what would be needed.  From there we reached an agreement on what 
would be produced, and then the author wrote the material and sent it to us for review. 
From there we refined that article together and the final version was then ready for us to edit 
and place in line to be published. At that point it is filed until we have the opening for it in 
one of our editions. This process usually takes about two months from the initial contact to 
having the article ready for publication.   

The	  point	  I	  am	  making	  is	  that	  it	  all	  is	  pretty	  easy	  to	  do.	  	  We	  provide	  as	  much	  help	  as	  you	  need	  
and	  before	  you	  know	  it,	  you	  are	  seeing	  your	  modeling	  or	  collecting	  published	  for	  all	  to	  enjoy.	  

So	  why	  don’t	  you	  contact	  us	  today	  and	  let	  us	  help	  you	  share	  this	  great	  hobby	  together.	  	  Email	  us	  
at	  NYCBigFour@verizon.net	  and	  before	  you	  know	  it	  your	  photo	  and	  bio	  will	  be	  on	  this	  page	  and	  
your	   article	   will	   be	   on	   some	   of	   the	   following	   pages,	   so	   we	   all	   can	   share	   in	   your	   talent	   and	  
enjoyment.	  

 

New York Central Extra Board  
 

This is Ron’s sixth article in NYCentral Modeler as he continues his 
story of his life’s obsession with the New York Central in New York 
City.  Ron is an historian, planner and modeler of railroads and 
boats.  He is a lover of all things New York and modeling the New 
York Central was an easy choice for him. His lifelong career in  

advertising is thankfully over. He is now devoting proper time to his avocations of 
modeling and photography.  Ron is a member of the NYCSHS Modelers Committee and 
has been the key technical advisor for the soon to be released NYC 19000 caboose.	  
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O-Scale 

O-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas O 

50’ PS-1 Single Door Boxcar 

  
3-Rail Part # 3005703  2-Rail Part # 3006703 
Road # 7387  MSRP 3-Rail $72.95  2-Rail $77.95 
Shipping 2nd Qtr. 2014 
Features Include: 
-Highly detailed ABS body 
-Etched metal roof walk 
-50-ton Bettendorf or 70-ton roller-bearing sprung 
die-cast trucks as per the prototype (70-ton roller-
bearing trucks come with rotating bearing caps) 
-Youngstown or Pullman Standard style doors as 
per the prototype  
-Separately-applied grab irons, ladders and brake 
line details 
-Minimum diameter curve: O-36 (3-rail) 
-Minimum radius curve: 36" (2-rail) 
-Die-cast articulated couplers (3-rail) 
-Kadee®-compatible scale couplers (2-rail) 
-3-Rail trucks are pre-drilled to accept Adjust-a-
Coupler® Scale Couplers (Available Separately) 
www.atlaso.com 

O-Scale Locomotives 

MTH RailKing 

2-8-4 Berkshire P & LE 

	  
Features  
·  Die-Cast Boiler and Chassis 
·  Die-Cast Tender Body 
·  Authentic Paint Scheme 
·  Real Coal Load in Tender 
·  Die-Cast Locomotive and Tender Trucks 

·  Engineer and Fireman Figures 
·  Metal Handrails and Bell 
·  Metal Wheels and Axles 
·  Remote Controlled Proto-Coupler 
·  Prototypical Rule 17 Lighting 
·  Operating Firebox Glow 
·  Tender Backup Light 
·  Tender Truck Safety Chains 
·  Illuminated Engine Class Lights 
·  Separately Added Metal Grab Irons 
·  Legible Builder's Plates 
·  Cab Interior Light 
·  Painted Cab Backhead Gauges 
·  Precision Flywheel-Equipped Motor 
·  Synchronized Puffing ProtoSmoke System 
·  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 
Increments 
·  Wireless Drawbar 
·  Onboard DCC Receiver  
·  Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 
System Featuring: Freight Yard Proto-Effects  
·  Unit Measures:22 1/2" x 2 1/2" x 3 3/8"  
·  Operates On O-31 Curves Steam DC 
Product # 30-1632-1 
MSRP $449.95  Shipping Feb 2013 
www.mthtrains.com 

 
S-Scale 

S-Scale Parts 

River Raisin Models 
Triple Bolster Passenger Trucks (No Photo) 
NYC 43-R style 
MSRP $69.00  Available Now 
www.riverraisinmodels.com 

 

HO-Scale 

HO-Scale rolling Stock  

Walthers Proto 
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New	  York	  Central	  #9220	  (2-‐Tone	  Gray),	  
#9503	  (2-‐Tone	  Gray	  -‐	  Wide	  Band)	  #9370	  
Pullman	  Green)	  
Walthers Part #s 920-17281 17282, 17283 
HO-scale, MSRP $39.98 Expected: Early 
2014(Limited Run)   
* Limited Edition - One Time Run  
* Prototypes in Service 1940s to 1960s  
* Used for Baggage, Express, Mail & More  
* Factory-Installed Grab Irons  
* Authentic High-Speed Style Trucks  
* Ultra-Smooth Rolling Metal Axles & 36" Wheels  
* Proto MAX(TM) Metal Knuckle Couplers 
www.walthers.com 
 
Bachmann 
NYC Heavyweight 72’ Combine 
No photo available at press time. 
This combine is a reissue of an older version but 
features some new features and has a lighted 
interior.   
MSRP $89.00 Coming soon. 

Broadway Limited Imports 

3-Bay Hopper NYC, Six-pack 
Black with White Lettering – 1792 

 

Item Number: BLI-1792  MSRP: $159.99 
Expected Delivery: February 2014 
• Plastic (ABS body with ABS chassis 
• Metal wheels and axles milled for Ultra-

Smooth Friction-Free movement 

• Detailed Underbody & Interior 
• Many separate applied details including grab 

irons, ladders, etc. 
• Operating Magnetic knuckle couplers  
• Unit measures approximately 5.75 inches 
• Will operate on Code 70, 83 and 100 rail  

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Historical Society 
We ran these last issue, but it is for 

another Historical Society 
Accurail 3000-3999 70–ton hopper 

 

The 3000-3999 series of hopper cars built by the 
Greenville Steel Car Co. in 1948 for the Pittsburgh & 
Lake Erie Railroad. Many in service until 1970. 
 
The four car numbers being offered by the P&LEHS 
represent cars that were rebuilt and repainted at the 
McKees Rocks shops in 1962. 

Four different road numbers will be produced by 
Accurail with appropriate graphics approved by the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad Historical Society. 
Available now. 
 
The cars are being offered individually, priced at 
$17.98 for one car, $16.98 per car for two or more. 
Orders will be shipped via USPS Priority Mail for $8.00 
per order.  Pricing information and order form are 
available in PDF format: 70 Ton Triple Hopper Car 
Order Form 
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Bowser 
GLa 2-Bay Hopper 

 
Features: One piece plastic molded body, under 
frame, brake wheel, air tank, brake cylinder, triple 
valve, free rolling trucks with metal wheels and 
knuckle couplers. 
$23.95 each       Delivery Expected March 2014 

http://bowser-trains.com/ 

Accurail 
41- AAR Steel Gondola NYC Big Four 

 

Part # 3752 Three Road Number set MSRP $45.98  
Singles $16.98  Release Now. 
www.accurail.com 
 
Broadway Limited 
NYC Stock Cars (4-Pack)

 
Product number 2688  
Features of this Model: 
• Premium Caliber Painting with Authentic 

Paint Schemes 
• Operating Knuckle Couplers 
• Minimum Radius: 18" or greater recommended 
 
MSRP $99.99 Expected delivery Early 2014 
www.broadway-limited.com 

 

HO-scale 

Locomotives 

Division Point 

 

New York Central H-10 Mikado 

DP-2620 P&LE Extended Cab Version #212 H-10b: 
Enclosed Cab, smoke consumer cans and muffler, 
rolltop specialized tender. 

DP-2621 P&LE Enclosed Cab Version #215 H-10a 

DP-2622 P&LE H-10b w/overfire jets:  Open cab 
model with smoke consumer cans and muffler, 
modified tender, lengthened cab 

DP-2604 P&LE H-10b #203 w/overfire jets: Smoke 
consumer cans and muffler, modified tender, no 
booster  

DP-2625 NYC H-10a #2274 Pyle H/L.  With Pyle 
National headlight, tender with coal board 
extensions 

DP-2626 NYC H-10a with large J-1c type tender, 
booster equipped, no dry pipe, enlarged cab 

DP-2627 NYC H-10b #2382 Large increased 
capacity tender 

DP-2628 NYC H-10b #2334 with rolltop coal board 
extensions 

This model is exclusive to The Caboose in Wolcott, 
CT.  Call Kurt at 203-879-9797 to order. Price to be 
announced. 

http://www.divisionpoint.com/site/the-new-
york-central-h-10-mikado/ 
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Atlas 
HH600/HH660 Boston & Albany 

	  

Stock # 10001581/580  Road #s 682/684 
Features: 
• All new tooling 
• Early Blunt truck with separate brake 

cylinders, molded coil spring detail (optional) 
and metal truck chains 

• Separately-applied metal grab irons and lift 
rings 

• Directional lighting with golden-white LEDs 
Atlas Master™ Series Silver Additional Features: 
• NMRA 8-pin plug for DCC (Decoder-ready) 
Atlas Master™ Series Gold Additional Features: 
• Electronic Dual-Mode® Decoder (e-DMD) that 

allows your locomotive to run in DCC or 
traditional DC 

QSI® Quantum System™ Features Including: 
(Atlas Master® Series Gold locomotives only) 
MSRP Silver $149.95  Gold $259.95 Available 2nd 
Qtr 2014 
www.atlasrr.com 

USRA 0-8-0 with Sound & DCC 

 

New York Central  
Part # 920-60120  Road DCC# 7742, DC # 7741 & 
7818 
Limited Edition - One Time Run of These Road 
numbers!  
  
* Tsunami Sound & DCC  or DC only 
  
* Loco & Tender Electrical Pickup  
* Traction Tires  

* Weighted for Maximum Tractive Effort  
* Opening Cab Windows  
* Detailed Cab Interior  
* Tender Coal Bunker Style Appropriate to Road  
* Slow Speed Less Than 3 Scale MPH  
* Proto MAX(TM) Metal Knuckle Couple 
MSRP $399.98 DCC $299.98 DC   
Currently available 
www.atlasrr.com 

What is happening with the NYCSHS 
Models? 

C-Liners, Cabooses and More! 
Hello NYCS enthusiasts, historians, and modelers! 
Noel has asked me to provide an update to you all 
for our NYCSHS related projects. 
 
So, like so many modelers I'm sure you're 
wondering, “when am I getting my stuff?” Well, 
that's exactly what we'd like to know as well.  
 
WHAT?!?! You don't know when I'm getting my 
stuff?!?! 
 
Well, not to put too fine a point on it, but no. Like 
many (most?) manufacturers we find that the 
factories in China have a rather different definition 
of the word deadline. In fact, it reminds me of a 
quote: 
 
"I love deadlines. I love the swooshing sound they 
make as they fly by." - Douglas Adams 
 
So, what's really going on? Well we're still working 
to get our models of the MP-36s completed since 
they are over a year late. More like two. Other 
models (including the C-Liners) await their turn in 
the production line. We had hoped to have them 
out by the end of the year, but that didn’t happen. 
While we'd love to announce an actual shipping 
date, we aren't confident that the dates we're given 
from the factory will hold. You can refer back to 
the quote above. 
 
The caboose project is a different matter. We've 
also started working with a new factory. They are 
already well through the process of the first project 
we've sent their way. Communication is fantastic, 
their timelines seem reasonable, and they 
are meeting their deadlines (so far). We can only 
send them new projects because the tooling for our 
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other projects remains with the old factory. So for 
the caboose, this is good news, as they are in a 
much shorter production queue. So we're still 
shooting for a late spring release assuming this first 
project continues to go well.  
 
Oh yes, and more! Well, I just said that because 
everybody does. Usually there isn't any “more”. In 
this case there is a “more”, but I can't tell you what 
it is yet... 
 
So the bottom line is that we're working on getting 
these out as quickly as we can (we'd like to get paid 
every once in awhile), and we really appreciate 
your patience. We really think the models will be 
worth the wait. 
 
Thanks, 
Randy (and Darren and Mark) - True Line Trains 
http://www.truelinetrains.ca/ 

N-Scale 

Rolling Stock 
Atlas Trainman 
40’ Airslide Hopper 

 
Item # 50001447 NYC Grey/Black Road #’s 44068, 
44090 (Product shown not NYC) 
Features:  

• Accurate painting and printing 
• Equipped with AccuMate® couplers 
• Ready-to-run 
• Realistic roof walks and brake line details 
• 70-ton roller bearing trucks 

AccuMate® couplers under license from AccuRail 
Atlas N    
MSRP $25.95 Expected 2nd Qtr 2014 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 
 
Locomotives 
Kato 
 
EMD SD70ACe  
 

 
#176-8504   Road Number 1066 
•  Heritage units will be specially painted with 
their unique paint schemes to honor their 
respective railroads  
·  Newly designed prototype-accurate bolsterless 
non-radial HTSC truck and five chime airhorn  
·  Exceptional and crisp molding to accentuate the 
distinct angular lines of the nose and high 
dynamic brake  
·  Powerful five-pole KATO motor with dual brass 
flywheels  
·  Directional Headlight and illuminated, 
preprinted numberboards  
·  Illuminated ditch lights  
·  Kato magnetic knuckle coupler 
MSRP $135 Expected Delivery Spring 2014   
http://katousa.com/ 
 

NYC Decals 
Yuma Car & Foundry Company 
 
NYC Boxcar Decal Set #1 
38’double sheathed auto and plain boxcars  
Covers NYC Lines cars in 1910‐1930s paint. Lots 
201‐B, 220‐B, 246‐B and 286-B, but is useful for 
more than 15,400 cars (pages B8 and B18, 1924 NYC 
freight car diagram book). Decal set will letter ONE 
car. Includes NYC black ovals.  
NYC BOXCAR DECAL SET #2:  
38’ Double sheathed plain boxcars.  
Covers NYC Lines cars in 1912‐1930s paint. Lots 
275‐B, 287‐B, 292‐B and 298‐B, but is useful for 
more than 15,900 cars (page B28,1924 NYC freight 
car diagram book). This set is specifically a 
replacement for decals in F&C.s NYC short boxcar 
kits.  Decals will letter ONE car. Includes black 
ovals for the NYCL herald. 
http://www.hansmanns.org/ycf_decal_sets_201309
28.pdf   
Both of these decal sets are $6.00 each with $1.00 
per order shipping.  Email Raymond Breyer at 
rtbsvrr69@yahoo.com 
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The NYCSHS offers a DVD with the entire 
collection of the NYCSHS Central Headlights 
from 1970 through 2011.   

The DVD contains an index with the ability to 
search through the entire collection to find 
any item of interest or article and open it 
directly. 

Each page of every issue is in a printable PDF 
format allowing you to print out those pages 
or issues that you need.  You can also simply 
read/view each page on your computer screen. 

Look for more information on our website 
about this wonderful resource for your 
research or reading pleasure. Price for 
members is $79.00 and includes shipping and 
handling for domestic buyers.  Non-US buyers 
will be charged actual shipping costs. Ohio 
residents add 8% sales tax. 

Send your orders to the address below or go to 
www.NYCSHS.net to purchase online.  

NYCSHS	  
Box	  130	  
Gates	  Mills,	  OH	  44040-‐0130	  
	  
Books and Magazine Articles 
 

Classic Trains Winter 2013 
“Thanksgiving in Toronto” by Neil 

Carlson 
A story set in November 1958 about two 
young men from the US who spent their 
holiday in Canada exploring railroads. 
A good amount of their adventure took 
place on the TH&B a railroad owned 
jointly by the NYC and Canadian Pacific. 
In addition to a good story there are some 
nice photos of NYC and Toronto, 
Hamilton & Buffalo locomotives.  A good 
read to remind us that the NYC was 
everywhere in those days. 
 
Trains December 2013 
“Keeping up with the Pullmans” by Karl 
Zimmermann 
An interesting article about the Dover 
Harbor, a wonderfully maintained 
heavyweight sleeper-buffet-lounge car 
owned and operated by the Washington, 
DC chapter of the National Railway 
Historical Society.  This car, built by 
Pullman in 1923, runs today on many 
excursions.  It was one of the Dover series 
cars that ran on the NYC’s Commodore 
Vanderbilt, Lake Shore Limited, the Cleveland 
Limited and the Knickerbocker.  
A very nice article about a classic NYC car 
that still runs today and we can even ride 
on it. 
 
“Gallery” 
Tony Kimmel’s photo of the Hickory 
Creek passing the Norfolk Southern’s 
NYC Heritage SC70ACe.  For those who 
haven’t seen it on our NYSHS Facebook 
page, it is a chance to see something that 
may never happen again. 
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Model Railroad Craftsman  November 
2013 
“Collector Consist…” “Scale Model 
Railways, Inc. 1941” by Keith Wills 

This regular feature talks about Scale 
Model Railways, Inc. of Huntingon, IN 
that manufactured O-scale locomotives 
and rolling stock until the 1940s.  This 
article includes a photo of a NYC 2-8-0 
locomotive that was produced by this 
company.  The story is interesting and we 
get to see a NYC model that reminds us of 
the quality of those times. 

NMRA Magazine December 2013 

“Youngstown Model Railroad Association 
History” by Dean DeMain and photos by 
Jerry Krueger, pp 12 – 16 & cover photo. 

The story covers a railroad club in 
Youngstown, OH that features an HO-
scale and an O-scale layout.  The cover 
photo is NYC Hudson #5445 O-scale 
locomotive and photos in the article are of 
both NYC and P&LE HO-scale 
locomotives. It provides an interesting but 
brief history of the club that was first 
founded in April 1957. 

Model Railroader January 2014 

“Landmark Scenes Along the Water Level 
Route”, by Richard L. Stoving, pp 54 – 60 

This is a great story and an interesting 
article told by the president of the 
NYCSHS.  It features some great photos of 
Rich’s HO-scale layout. It also has a great 
picture of a smiling Rich with one of his 
NYC cabooses.  The MR website also 
features a video of the contents of this 
month’s publication and several more 
photos of Rich’s beautiful layout. 
http://mrr.trains.com/ 

 

Model Railroader February 2014 

The magazine will feature an article about 
Rod Stewart’s 23’ X 124’ Grand Street & 
Three Rivers City layout.  The previous 
article on his layout featured many NYC 
locomotives and rolling stock. We expect 
this one to do the same. 

Notes on Designing, Building and 
Operating Model Railroads  

A blog by Eric Hansmann 

 http://designbuildop.hansmanns.org/2013/10/14/virtual-
rpm-meet-1 

This is a very interesting model building 
article about some New York Central 
boxcars.  Just check it out, read the article 
and enjoy some very nice NYCS modeling. 
You will see some NYC, NYC&HR, P&LE 
and B&A boxcars. 

Train Collectors and Modelers 

 
We have a large number of readers who 
are also members of the Train Collectors 
Association and the National Model 
Railroader Associations.  We would love 
to have some of you contribute articles 
and photos to our magazine.  Don’t hide 
your collections or your models from us. 
 
Take a few minutes and contact us about 
your modeling and/or collecting so that 
we can share your hobby with our readers. 
 
Contact us at NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Noel, 
I have attached a picture or two of a test 
print of a boxcar body in S-scale. I am still 
working on designing a floor and a roof 
and doors. My intention was to bring 
simple kits to S-scale--mostly items that 
are lacking in commercially availability, 
but I am still a long way from production. 
I am still learning to draw with the 
software I am using at this time. The end 
detail came out great and the panel lines 
as well but no rivets unfortunately. The 
first picture is a detail-less test print, the 
next is the first test print with a single coat 
of paint next to the detailed print showing 
the end detail; and the third picture shows 
panel lines with "webbing" (for a lack of 
better term) these are like flashing on cast 
parts and need to be cleaned up. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks,  
Bruce Weidner 
 
Bruce, 
 Looks like you are making some good 
progress on this 3-D printing. As you 
know we have a couple of other members 
experimenting with this new technology. 
You might want to get in touch with Kyle 
Coble, who wrote an article about this 
technology in our last issue. Keep us 
apprised of your progress.  Also if you 
model in S-scale we would be very 
interested in working with you to do an 
article for us. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Mystery Photos in 4th Qtr. NYCentral 
Modeler 
 
Noel, 
The first photo looks to me like a War 
Emergency caboose converted from a 
boxcar. The caboose is especially inter-
esting because it is outside braced. Many 
were used in work train service (there is a 
photo in Brian Solomon's Central book 
showing this type of caboose; I also recall 
seeing other photographs of these 
cabooses in work trains). At the 
R&GVRRM, there is a photograph inside 
the reefer (maybe) of a similar type of 
caboose, though converted from a 
different type of boxcar. 

	   NYCSHS RPO       Letters & Emails             	  	   	  
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The second photo looks like a Michigan 
Central caboose with a generator of sorts. I 
don't know what it was used for, but it is 
of MC origin. 
  
Don't know if that helps any, considering 
the fact that I don't know too much about 
the Central (and the fact that I'm 15 and 
have only been a serious railfan/Central 
modeler for 5 years), but the above is all 
I've got. 
 
Philip Lee 
 
Philip, 
 You got them both.  Good job. We are 
happy that someone much younger than 
most of us is interested in modeling the 
NYCS.  Please keep working on that article 
you promised.  We are looking forward to 
adding you as one of our authors. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
E8 4071 pauses with the Eastbound 
Southwestern Limited at Terre Haute in 
May of 1958. 
 
Sincerely, 
Roger Hensley 
 
Roger, 
 
You got that one right too. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you visited our new NYCSHS 
online store – “Collinwood Shop”? 
As many of you know the NYCSHS has 
had an online store for over a year.  The 
one that we first set up served us well for a 
few months, but we quickly realized that it 
had some serious drawbacks. 
 
That prompted us to do some more 
research about what was out there to 
provide a more professional and easier to 
use store for us. 
 
That research led us to develop a new 
store, and it is up and running as many of 
you know.  We are calling it the 
“Collinwood Shop” to honor one of the 
famous facilities on the NYCS. 
 
If you haven’t visited it please check it out 
at www.NYCSHS.net.  You will find a lot 
of exciting things there for NYCS fans. 
 
You can renew or sign up for a new 
membership.  You can pay for your 
reservation to the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention in Cleveland.  
 
We have a huge selection of NYCS 
clothing items from Daylight Sales and all 
of these items are offered at 20% off retail 
to members. 
 
You will find current and past issues of the 
NYCSHS calendar and the Central 
Headlight. The NYCSHS engineering 
drawings, NYCS DVDs and memorabilia, 
and a large selection of NYCSHS and The 
Railroad Press NYCS books are all there 
for your selection. 
 
Don’t miss out on the many items priced 
with the 20% members’ discount. (Click 
here to visit our online Collinwood Shop.) 
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This is the cover from the book Flight of the 
M-497, The Story of the New York Central’s 
Record Setting Speed Trials, by Hank Morris 
with Don Wetzel.  It shows the engineer, Don 
Wetzel in front of the modified NYC RDC-3, 
M-497. 

I was curious about what Don was doing 
now and if he might be a NYCS modeler. 
So I got in contact with him and this article 
is about his model collection and layout. 

For those of you who might not remember 
Don, I have included below a reprint of a 
review of the book from the pages of the 
3rd Qtr. 2011 Central Headlight, by Bob 
Cosgrove. 
 
“Don Wetzel is well known among 
NYCSHS members as the man who set the 
rail speed record of 183.85 m.p.h. back on 
July 23, 1966, when he piloted the 
modified NYC RDC-3 M-497. The tests 
took place on the 21 miles between Butler, 
Indiana and Stryker, Ohio, which is one of 
the longest straightaways in the U.S. 
Despite the 300 m.p.h. European 
subsequent records, 45 years later this is 

still the fastest rail speed record for self-
propelled rail cars and recognized as such 
in the latest Guinness World Records. 
 
“In 1966, Don Wetzel, who was with the 
NYC 1950-1967, was the Assistant to the 
Director of Technical Research for the 
NYC's Technical Research Laboratory 
located in Collinwood Yards in eastern 
Cleveland, Ohio. His co-author, Hank 
Morris, was an editor on the staff of 
Control Engineering magazine for over 20 
years. 
 
“Morris and Wetzel describe the 
rebuilding of the M-497 and achieving the 
speed record in great detail using only 60 
pages, many with two photographs. They 
cover what went into the design and 
rebuilding of the 1953 Budd-built NYC 
baggage-coach Rail Diesel Car (RDC-3) M-
497 into the jet-engine propelled record 
setter. The jet engines were the outside 
twin-engine pod off a USAF B-36 
Peacemaker heavy bomber. 
 
“This project was NYC President Alfred E. 
Perlman's idea to determine if 
conventional track could support high-
speed rail traffic long before such existed 
in Europe. This was in response to mid-
1950s increased airline and automobile 
traffic. 
 
“Modifications to the M-497 included a 
slanted nose, which was painted black and 
designed by Don's wife, commercial artist 
Ruth Wetzel, and which was wind tunnel 
tested at Case Western Reserve University. 
Ruth also did the preliminary drawings 
and paint scheme. Other modifications 
done in the Collinwood Shops were the 
skirts on either side under the car body to 
reduce drag, interior fuel tanks for the two 
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General Electric J47-19 engines, cylindrical 
rather than tapered wheel treads, all kinds 
of telemeters from the axles, etc. 
transmitting stress and other data to the 
over 50 instruments on board. 

 
The M-497 at speed between Butler, IN 
and Stryker OH on July 23, 1966.  Don is 
at the controls. 
“After the speed testing, the M-497 was 
returned to commuter rail service as a 
standard RDC. But Don used the engines 
in the first jet-exhaust snow blower built 
from a NYC 19000 series wood caboose.” 
(End of Central Headlight article) 
 
Don told me that he would forward me 
some pictures of his layout, the Chestnut 
& Oak Hollow RR. (He lives on the corner 
of Chestnut Oak Lane and Oak Hollow 
Lane.) He explained that his layout is not a 
large layout and the room is small. He 
explained that it takes getting some decent 
photos a challenge. “Also, there's no 
landscaping to speak of - that's my wife's 
job. She's a professional artist and is 
waiting for me to get to that part of the 
project.”  
 
“My motive power includes: 
NYC EMD F-7 A & B 1638/2426 
NYC (Originally CCC&STL) J1e 
5396  "Hudson" 
NYC J1e/J1d 5343 "Hudson" 

NYC EMD SW7 8894 
NYC Baldwin "Shark" A-B-A 
3806/3703/3807 
Norfolk Southern "Heritage" GE 
ES44AC/DC 1968 in NYC livery 
“Except for the NS ‘Heritage’, I had the 
pleasure of running and/or firing each of 
the above NYC engines.” 
So what follows are some of the photos 
that Don sent.  

 
This is an overview of Don’s layout. As he 
explained it is not landscaped, but you can see 
some of his motive power and rolling stock. 

 
You can see some of Don’s locomotives in this 
photo. 

Don’s NYC “Dynamometer Car”, the X8006 
actually measures draw bar pull, but he says 
not very accurately.  
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Don mentioned that the dynamometer 
always reminds him of his two friends, 
Ted Fredriks and Harold Crouch, who 
crewed the car testing the Niagaras and 
who have sadly “left town.” 

Don’s bookcase displays several of his 
cherished models, including on of the M-497 
feature prominently in the middle of this 
photo. 

 

Shown here are the three early Lionel 0-scale 
models were given to Don by his father in the 
middle 1930s. He told me that they all still 
run. 

Don gained some additional fame recently 
when General Electric ran and ad 
featuring a Lego model of Don’s famous 
M-497. You can view that ad at:  
http://www.gereports.com/the-jet-train-
roars-back/

Don’s brass HO NYC S1B "Niagara" is a Key 
Import. He reports that it runs well but requires 
wide radius curves. 

The RDC-3 was originally an MTH unit that 
was converted to the NYC Jet Train by a 
NASA model builder in Florida. It runs very 
smoothly. 

In that interview for the Lego ad above, 
Don explained how they picked the RDC. 
“We picked an ordinary commuter car. We 
found a 13-year-old Budd “Beeliner” Rail 
Diesel Car in Detroit. It had the NYCRR 
number M-497. We removed the seats to 
make room for the structure supporting 
the J-47-19 jet engines. The instruments 
that measured speed and stress were in 
the baggage area. We installed fuel tanks 
in the mail section.”

 

The "Dreyfus Hudson 5453" is the limited 
production Smithsonian-Lionel model. He has 
it confined to the display case and it only runs 
on rollers with sound. 
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This is a wider view that shows all of Don’s 
most prized models. 

 

In this photo you can see some of the 
mementoes from Don’s career. Note the flag 
and citation on the wall from Don’s time with 
the USMC and U.S. Navy Reserve. 

Don was a former military jet pilot who 
had experience with jet engines.  The 
engines for the test were removed from a 
Convair B-36H bomber in storage at 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in Arizona.  

Don has had an amazing career and we 
appreciate his taking the time to take all of 
the photos for us. 

We would love have more articles about 
former New York Central System 
employees and the modeling. If you are 

interested in our featuring a story about 
you and your modeling, contact us at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net and we will 
work with you to include your story and 
models in our magazine. 

 

Hitomi Okuno’s Photos from Japan 

 

 

Hitomi has done a wonderful job or 
recreating the NYCS in Japan.  We keep 
hoping he will send us more of his photos 
or an article.  If you know him tell him to 
share more of his layout with us. 
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My Piney Fork Branch, a miniaturized 
version of the New York Central Alliance 
branch, is a 12-year project focused around 
Minerva, OH – the town where I grew up -
- and the southeastern Ohio coalmines. 
The prototype branch was built to serve.  
It runs around the walls of a 30 X 12 foot 
room on two levels in the basement of my 
home in Charlotte, NC.  It is fully 
operational with scenery 20% complete, 
and plays host to 4-hour long operating 
sessions with as many as 8 operators.  My 
layout is set in the mid-1960s. Steam 
operations were gone on the New York 
Central System, but the replacement 4-axle 
diesels still mostly wore the classic NYC 
lightning stripes. 

	  

The station agent is about to feel the 
throbbing EMDs as a southbound train 
crosses Valley Street with General Color and 
Chemical in the rear en route to Minerva Yard.  

 NYC Alliance Branch History 
Because the Alliance Branch is so 
important to my modeling, perhaps we 
should start with a quick overview of the 
prototype. The Alliance Branch of the Lake 
Division was an 87 mile dead end branch 
that existed primarily to haul coal north to 
Cleveland.  As shown in the map from a 
1960 Employee Timetable, it was 
physically isolated from the rest of the 
Lake Division, as well as, the rest of the 
NYC system. It originally depended on 
trackage rights over the Baltimore and 
Ohio from Brady, a short distance north of 

Ravenna east to Newton Falls, and more 
conveniently, the Pennsylvania from 
Brady to Minerva.  Sometime in the early 
1960s, the line north of Minerva was 
abandoned in favor of the PRR route. 

 

NYC Lake Division, Alliance Branch map.

 

NYC Dillonvale 2-6-6-2 (author’s collection): 
A Mallet at the end of the line by Dillonvale 
Station in 1945. (Photo:  Author’s collection) 
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The industrial needs for coal during WWI 
allowed for improvements to the line with 
the creation of a hump yard and scales at 
Minerva, OH, in 1917.  A roundhouse and 
servicing area was built which became the 
last bastion for the NE-2 class Mallets.  
Other service structures included a yard 
office, coal dock, and two passenger 
coaches on blocks, serving as storage and 
offices. The turntable was removed in the 
late 1950s after the arrival of NYC diesels.  
The roundhouse was later sold to a cold 
forge industry supporting the automobile 
industry and still exists although 
modified.  An engine servicing area with 
fuel oil stored in an old tender, sand 
tower, and running maintenance remained 
at Minerva.  Heavier repairs and routine 
inspections took place at the Collinwood 
engine terminal in Cleveland.  

 

NYC Modeler Mine Map. A map showing the 
locations of mine tipples in the later years of 
the New York Central. (Map from Chris 
Rotondo)  

Approximately 12 major coal tipples with 
some smaller coal tipples that came and 
went through the years kept the line to 
Dillonville busy for the New York Central 
before the coal industry began its decline.  
The last two coalmines were Jensie, 
loading approximately 40 cars, and Piney 
Fork, loading 75 cars. They ceased regular 

daily operations in the late 1970s.

 

The backside of Piney Fork Mine stored 
empties.  To the left are hoppers for the electric 
tram that brought the coal from distant mines 
accessed across the tall trestle in the distance 
behind the tipple. (T.D. Barnett photo) 

 

The reverse side of Piney Fork Mine with 
electric catenary visible on the upper level and 
loaded hoppers on the lower level. (T.D. 
Barnett photo) 

coal shipments lasted another decade 
despite the loss of rail service to on-line 
tipples.  Instead, coal was trucked from the 
remaining mines to a local Minerva coal 
washing facility and trucked to the 
Minerva Yard for loading by heavy 
equipment into hoppers through the 
1980s.  About this time, the Minerva Yard 
office, coal dock, and engine house 
structures, including the tender and 
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former passenger coaches, were removed 
or demolished.    

Much of the line still exists.  The railroad 
from Bayard south to the end was sold to 
Ohi-Rail in 1982. The line survived by 
storing surplus cars in the yard at Minerva 
and along any available sidings south to 
Hopedale.  Ohi-Rail, abandoned the 
southernmost 10 miles of the line from 
Hopedale to Dillonvale, and built a new 
rail connection at Pan (an elevated 
crossing over the former PRR Panhandle 
route between Pittsburgh and Columbus) 
with the Ohio Central Railroad to receive 
construction and demolition trash 
containers heading to a new large landfill 
at Apex, OH.  Here was the location of the 
only tunnel on this branch south of 
Minerva, the 392-foot Apex tunnel.  It was 
daylighted and a 3-track yard was created 
to service the landfill business. 

The discovery of natural gas in local shale 
formations has brought new business.   
The Minerva Yard is again filled with 
hoppers, but now covered hoppers 
transporting the various grades of sand 
required for the fracking industry.  Several 
new storage silos have been built.  State 
grants have allowed Ohi-Rail much 
needed tie replacement from Bayard, Ohio 
through Minerva and southward.  Most 
recently, the yard tracks and ladders are 
being upgraded, with existing tracks 
removed, the roadbed re-graded to below 
the cinders, and new track installed to 
withstand this new heavy use.  Minerva 
yard is again busy with activity not seen in 
40 years. 

The HO Alliance Branch 
Our move to a new city and then a new 
house in 1998 was the beginning for my 
railroad.    I successfully secured a 

basement area to create my dreams of a 
railroad I had not quite known in my 
hometown of Minerva.  I developed a 
strong interest in operations during this 
time and knew I wanted to share my 
railroad with others through operating 
sessions.  The Alliance Branch of the Lake 
Division was an 87 mile dead end branch 
that existed primarily to haul coal north to 
Cleveland.  There was very little freight 
traffic outside of Minerva and a local that 
ran north to Newton Falls.     

 
This view down Murray Avenue crossing the 
north end of the yard shows the Corner Bar on 
the left, Burns Cold Forge in the distance, and 
Petros Brothers’ Gravel on the right. 
 
I selected the mid 1960s as the era to 
exploit the operational flexibility of the 
then-new diesels and to concentrate on 
building the specific scenery and 
structures that I remembered. 
   
I felt my railroad needed some 
enhancements to make it a more 
interesting model railroad for operations 
by adding some through freights.  I 
employed my modeling license to extend 
the line to a southern connection past 
Dillonvale to Corning, OH.  Once there, 
traffic could reach westward to Columbus 
and Cincinnati, and southward to 
Charleston, WV via the former Toledo and 
Ohio Central Railroad. These destinations 
would be represented by my southern 
staging.  My version of the Alliance 
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Branch could provide more direct access 
northward into Youngstown and 
Pittsburgh while avoiding Cleveland.   
 
Most modeled towns have received some 
industrial embellishments to provide 
increased switching for local freights.  I 
have included many of the coal tipples 
that had existed along the branch, 
disregarding any date when one may have 
ceased to operate, to give multiple mine 
runs leaving Minerva.  Northbound coal is 
collected in Minerva and departs into the 
north staging yard.  A run through unit 
train from a West Virginia mine to a 
Detroit Edison power plant has also been 
included.  There was timetable passenger 
service on this branch, but it ceased before 
the 1940s.  I have resurrected passenger 
service with the Ohio Valley Limited 
passenger train, giving my citizens in rural 
eastern Ohio access to Youngstown and 
Pittsburgh.    
  

My railroad occupies an area of 30 x 12 
feet with an extra 10-foot extension on a 
short wall.  I knew to include the many 
features I desired I would need to build a 
multi-deck layout.  I prefer not to lose 
sight of a train in a helix connecting the 
levels.  I chose instead to unwind my helix 
with a continuously visible climb along the 
peninsula and a sidewall.  This has given 
me a mainline run of 260 feet between 
staging yards and turn back loops at each 
end.   I attached 2x4 pilasters to the wall 
studs, which support the open grid layout 
with plywood webs. Support legs are 
needed only under the peninsula in the 
middle of the room.  The deck heights are 
at 60 inches and 41 inches.  Minerva Yard 
was built 8 inches lower, so its orientation 
was similar to the viewing direction from 
a county road in Ohio and more real estate 

was available to model industry north of 
the yard before entering staging. 

 

This view shows Minerva Yard on the lower 
level and St. Clairsville and Lauren Steel Co. 
on the upper level. 

Aisle widths are sufficient to allow 
engineers to pass others following their 
trains.  The minimum radius was chosen 
to be 24 inches to allow for a central 
peninsula and its turn back blob.  With an 
era targeting the mid 1960s, I planned on 
operating 4 axle diesels with mostly 55- 
foot or shorter cars that could tolerate 
these tighter curves.  
 
The upper deck is lighted with fluorescent 
tubes behind a ceiling mounted fascia, and 
the lower deck is lighted with compact 
fluorescent lamps under the edge of the 
upper deck.  A hardboard backdrop was 
installed behind both levels and has been 
painted blue with clouds representing a 
sunny fall day and distant trees 
appropriate for the season.  The scenery 
reflects this as well, with fall foliage colors 
as one sees in Ohio.  

 I used extruded foam over the 
benchwork, which allows for easy 
contours below track level.  
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The mainline snakes past a pig farm and pond 
before arriving at Bergholz. 

I use cardboard strips and masking tape 
covered with Sculptamold to create higher 
elevations.  Track is laid on cork roadbed 
with ballast from Smith and Sons or 
Woodland Scenics. Various manufacturers 
of scenery products are used for ground 
foams, polyfill, and static grasses.  I prefer 
the appearance of Super Trees for 
deciduous trees.  Conifers are reworked 
pre-made trees or skewers with teased 
Scotchbrite bits flocked in appropriate 
colors.   Scenery is complete for 
approximately 20% of the layout at 
present, and only a small portion of the 
rolling stock has been weathered.   
 
Most turnouts are manually controlled.  A 
few have twin coil switch machines using 
their electrical contacts and these are 
controlled by fascia-mounted switches.  
Two staging yards have control panels 
with routing indicated by LEDs.  Control 
of the locomotives is by Digitrax DCC 
with radio throttles.  Motive power 
includes Stewart F units with other 
locomotives by Atlas, Proto 2K, Broadway 
Limited, and Athearn.  About a quarter of 
the locomotive fleet is sound equipped.  
Steam, NE-2 Mallets and a couple of 
Mikados are on the property, but only 
appear on special movements for those 

diehard steam enthusiasts.  Kadee 
couplers are used along with metal 
wheelsets for better reliability. 
 
A Tour of the Piney Fork Branch 
I chose to focus my modeling skills by 
scratch building several industrial 
buildings with fidelity to specific 
structures I saw while living in Minerva. I 
also created the General Color and 
Chemical, a family business. I used a 
concept, with the Minerva Wax Paper, 
now served by the NYC rather than the 
former W&LE but situated where it would 
be had it been serviced by the NYC.  Track 
alignments follow the track diagrams as 
allowed by the need for compression.  
Let’s take a trip southward over my 
railroad, and I will show you how I 
recreated scenes using the prototype as 
inspiration and used my modeling license 
to create better operations for a model 
railroad.  

 
This is the start of my modeled Piney Fork 
Branch with the entrance from the hidden 
north staging appearing between the Minerva 
Wax Paper and the Grant St. Cemetery.  The 
diamonds are for the crossing of the W&LE 
and PRR.  Overhead is the lower level 
approaching Bergholz. 
 
Minerva     
I planned my railroad with Minerva, M.P. 
41, as the entry point from my six-track 
north staging yard and turn-back loop.  
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The yard was compressed from 15 tracks 
to eight, but still with the hump bowl 
tracks on the east and arrival/departure 
tracks on the west.  I omitted the actual 
hump and scale track to save space.   

Minerva Hump & Office. Loaded hoppers are 
being shoved southward over the hump across 
the scales at Minerva Yard.  The brakemen 
would assemble in a shack beside the hump 
bowl and walk back uphill together so each 
would perform similar amounts of work for 
the day.  (T.D. Barnett photo) 

 I scratch built the yard office from a few 
photos, a shameful admission, given the 
number of times I would ride my bike 
there to visit with the clerks and watch the 
trains.  On the prototype, the signal at 
trackside was for engineers pushing 
hoppers over the hump and across the 
scales, but I use it as a train order signal.

 

Minerva Yard Office:  T.D. Barnett was 
working as clerk the day I climbed the signal 

for this photo with my transportation at his 
truck’s bumper.   

The roundhouse, with its distinctive roof 
shape still evident, is represented as a local 
industry that bought the building in the 
1960s who especially wanted the overhead 
crane for servicing a cold forging press.  

 

Minerva Roundhouse:  This more distant view 
shows the former roundhouse and powerhouse 
with its stack.  A lack of real estate on my 
railroad made some compression necessary for 
this to fit.  The track behind it is a short 
climbing section southward from Minerva to 
Bergholz on the lower level. 

Close by the sandhouse and coal dock 
stand guard over the Geeps and cab units 
passing by to the two-track enginehouse, 
complete with blacksmith shop and 
repurposed heavyweight coaches on the 
ground used by the signal/MOW and 
engine crews. 
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On the previous page. A line up of first 
generation power at the engine house in 
Minerva Yard sanded and fueled ready for the 
day’s work. (B. Eubank photo) 

 

Above. Minerva Coal Dock. A bucket elevator 
in the rear portion of the building moved coal 
from a below grade pit to the top.  A 
sandhouse from steam days was located to the 
rear that had coal fire heated pans for drying 
the sand. (Chip Syme photo) 

 

 

Cab units made a return to Minerva in the 
Penn Central years.  The crews found their 
work easier with hood units but had no 
control over the assignment of power from 
Collinwood. (Chip Syme photos) 

There is an old tender storing diesel fuel 
and a two bay covered hopper, wearing 
the correct road number, for storing 
locomotive sand, and details such as the 
alcohol tank for cleaning windows.   

The north end of the yard leads across the 
Little Sandy Creek on a plate girder bridge 
with the New York Central station located 
at the Valley Street crossing. 

A siding heads to General Color and 
Chemical, a third generation family owned 
business now run by my brother.  I went 
to great lengths to scratch build these 
buildings due to the attachment of 
personal history growing up around them. 
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Minerva Station N. This view of the NYC 
station faces the Valley Street crossing.  The 
diverging track leads to the PRR and the home 
rails headed straight north to Mt. Union and 
Alliance, OH, later abandoned in the early 
1960s. (T.D. Barnett photo) 

In this area are three diamonds complete 
with the correct targets protecting 
movements of the three local railroads at 
Minerva Junction.  I changed the siding for 
the Minerva Wax Paper to the New York 
Central instead of the Wheeling and Lake 
Erie, which is represented as a dead track, 
only for show. 

 

Workers are finishing their painting at the 
Minerva Wax Paper located on Union Ave. 

 An operating wye allows for the 
occasional steam engine to be turned using 
the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks heading 

south and the siding for General Color 
curving back to the New York Central 
rails.   

 

Genco, Building 2 West# 2: This view shows 
the curved siding for General Color & 
Chemical, which could be serviced by both the 
NYC and PRR.  The stacks were for the 
smelters making frit, an ingredient for the 
glaze used in the pottery industry. 

Bergholz 
Departing southward from Minerva, the 
railroad passes two farms and climbs eight 
inches up the back wall to gain elevation 
above the north staging yard located 
beyond Bergholz. 

 

A typical split level barn on rural eastern 
Ohio farm. 

I must credit the prototype fidelity of the 
coal tipples in Bergholz to my friend Chip  
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Syme, who scratchbuilt three tipples for 
my layout. 

 

This fisherman is awakened from his quiet 
past time with another freight crossing Yellow 
Creek north of Bergholz.  A water tank used to 
pull water from his fishing hole for steam in 
days past but is evidenced now only by its 
concrete footings. 

Two were tipples fed by dump trucks 
coming from local strip mines. 

 

Bergholz Reber Tipple. Trucks would back up 
the ramp to dump coal into a receiving bin.  
Then it traveled over two conveyors to reach 
hoppers for loading at this typically small 
tipple. (Chip Syme photo) 

One other small conveyor was used by 
G&S Coal on the station track, which 

shared space, receiving loads of lumber for 
the Allen Box Company who stored it in 
the station after it was closed. 

 

Bergholz station is seen with its train order 
signal and the station track.  Two other truck 
fed tipples load coal in town. 

 

The northbound Jensie mine run has just 
cleared the crossing south of Bergholz where 
Yellow Creek is crossed by State Route Route 
164 and the railroad.  

South of town at MP 62 was Phillips where 
a short branch left the main at a wye, 
traveling 4 miles to the North American 
Coal Company Jensie Mine.  It was a rare 
shaft mine and with fully mechanized 
conveyors could directly load hoppers or 
divert coal to a ground storage pile and  
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retrieve it for loading back through the 
tipple.  

 

Jensie Mine-1. Coal entered the tipple from the 
right.  When not loading hoppers the coal was 
stored on a ground pile and returned to the 
tipple via conveyors on the left. (T.D. Barnett 
photo) 

I added these to this third tipple made by 
Chip Syme.  Small GE locomotives lettered 
for the Kelly Creek Railway were used to 
move hoppers for loading.  Due to my 
compressed real estate, the crews must 
perform all of the work spotting empties 
and assembling their train on their own.  
The wye at Phillips also is used by another 
mine run switching the Ohio and 
Pennsylvania Coal Company Tipple just to 
the south. 

  

Left below. An unfinished section at Phillips 
where the Wolf Run Branch takes off to Jensie 
Mine.  The looping track overhead is the climb 
between levels before reaching Marion Tipple.  
 
Amsterdam 
A kit was made of the Culgin Tipple in 
Amsterdam, OH, M.P. 65, thirty years ago 
that will be fun to build for an accurate 
model that is not scratch built.  

 

A recent derailment from wide gauge led to the 
activity in front of Culgin Tipple in 
Amsterdam, OH. (T.D. Barnett photo) 

It  will be downsized to load coal only on 
two bays and one bay for trucks.  One of 
Amsterdam two sidings was for the 
Standard Oil of Ohio Company that is 
shown on older track charts.  I have found 
no information on its purpose, so I have 
elected to originate crude oil loads 
heading to Cleveland refineries.  The other 
siding is a multipurpose one used for 
lumber, sand, and gravel.  I have added a 
scrap metal yard that sends loads to my 
modeled steel mill. 
 
 
 

The	  NYC	  Piney	  Fork	  Branch	  in	  HO	  (Continued)	  
By	  Seth	  Gartner	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Seth	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2014 32	  

Hopedale 
Southward from Amsterdam we 
encounter the tunnel at Apex before 
arriving in Hopedale, M.P. 77.  The Dye 
Coal Company loaded hoppers and 
received an occasional covered hopper of 
fertilizer for blasting at the strip mines.  
An interchange with the Pittsburgh and 
West Virginia Railroad would receive an 
occasional loaded train of coal destined for 
Cleveland.  I have reversed the movement 
of the loads and sent a train of coal offline 
to a power plant in Weirton, WV.  A 
second hidden interchange track is used to 
receive coke from a private coke merchant 
offline destined to my online steel mill.  
With my modeler’s license I have added 
two businesses typical of the area:  a 
brickyard and a distributor supporting the 
pottery industry.  My railroad begins an 
earnest climb not exceeding 2% en route to 
the upper level.  A viaduct will support 
the track as it passes over the wye at 
Phillips and then turns 270º mostly out of 
view.  A brief pass across an interior 
doorway facing away from the train room 
reveals the Marion Tipple.  We follow 
through more loops and then pass the 
Witch Hazel Tipple upon reaching the 
upper level. 
 
Piney Fork 
 Coal hoppers for the Piney Fork 
Mine would have populated the original 
Piney Fork Yard, M.P. 83.   The mine 
received its coal from strip mines via a 
narrow gauge electric tram that ran across 
the valley on a high trestle from the 
loading area 4 miles away.   Inbound 
loaded hoppers were also brought to the 
mine complex for coal grading and 
washing, and then reloaded for transit 
north to Cleveland.  
 

  

The hoppers are at the future location of Piney 
Fork Mine.    The lower track to the right is the 
start of the Marion Tipple vignette accessed in 
a doorway from outside the main train room. 

My Piney Fork Yard supports this mine, 
plus mine runs to two other local tipples, 
and additionally freight for the industries 
of the next town south, Dillonvale.  One 
special local industry is the Piney Fork 
Brewery, a reference to my other hobby of 
home brewing beer.  My railroad is based 
the Alliance Branch, but I chose to call it 
the Piney Fork Branch for several reasons.  
The Piney Fork mine was the major source 
of revenue for the branch over the years of 
its existence.  Alliance is not represented 
on my layout to save space, and the local 
brewery serves a great Piney Fork Ale.  
Whatever my current beer is on tap, I call 
it my Piney Fork Ale.  Visiting operators 
seem to enjoy the fruits of both of my 
hobbies, and Rule G is not enforced. 
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Dillonvale 
 
The southern terminus town of Dillonvale, 
M.P. 88, had interchanges with the W&LE 
and the NYC owned Dillonvale and 
Smithfield Railroad.  My interpretation 
includes these two interchanges and also 
supports new local industry for steel 
fabrication, glass manufacturing, and 
cement/gravel, making it a rather busy 
place.  Immediately south of town is the 
Dillonvale Power & Light siding receiving 
coal loads from a mine represented in 
south staging.  The power plant siding 
connects to the Yellow Dog Mine creating 
a loads in/empties out synergistic car 
movement. 
   
St Clairsville 
 
I lived in Pittsburgh for five years and 
developed an appreciation for steel mill 
and heavy industry.  I knew I wanted to 
incorporate this into my railroad as well.  I 
placed the Lauren Steel Corporation in St. 
Clairsville, OH, the only town of any size 
southwest of Dillonvale. 

 

The Lauren Steel Co. accounts for a large 
amount of the online freight destinations 
outside of the coal traffic.  Viewed in this 
scene are (left to right) the blast furnace, open 
hearth furnaces, scrap house, ingot 
stripping/soaking building, and the shipping 
end of the rolling mills. 

 

The casthouse floor of the blast furnace is 
busy with activity.  Most of the details were 
scratch built. 

This major industry would be served by 
north and southbound freights giving a 
balance with the coal hopper movements.  
I did not have enough room for a coking 
industry at the steel mill, so Lauren Steel 
receives coke from offline sources routed 
through the interchange in Hopedale, OH.  
Iron ore comes via a cooperative PRR 
powered ore train from docks in 
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Cleveland and a power swap in Minerva.  
Some of the buildings are kitbashed and 
extensively detailed Walthers kits, but 
most are scratch built.  A Walthers blast 
furnace and gas collection system has been 
extensively reworked and detailed with 
scratch built items and SMLED lights.   
Gondolas filled with scrap are also needed 
in large numbers.  The blast furnace feeds 
an open hearth positioned against a mirror 
doubling its large size.  The steel is teemed 
into ingots after which they are delivered 
to the stripping/soaking pits.  The 
processes to work the ingots toward 
finished product takes place in the 
buildings represented as flats on the 
backdrop.  The shipping building is where 
the steel coil is loaded onto railcars for 
destinations off of the railroad.  Outside of 
the steel mill are a few industrial spots and 
an interchange with the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad traveling between Wheeling 
and Columbus.  South of St. Clairsville my 
railroad ducks into a return loop and a 
four-track staging yard.

 

Parker Printing and Box Co. of St. Clairsville 
receives paper in box cars and ships printed 
shipping cartons and containers by truck. 

 

St. Clairsville is home to Pittsburgh Paint 
Company, which receives linseed oil and paint 
buckets by rail. 

Operations 
 
I created a car itinerary program that grew 
out of a spreadsheet holding the roster of 
my freight cars.  Each freight car has a 
corresponding car card that lists 
consignees, load, and destination for up to 
six moves.  As I prepare for an operating 
session, I will advance car cards in fascia 
mounted boxes from set out and hold to 
pick up, and mark the card for its next 
destination.   Once the card is completed, I 
can erase the marks and the cycle begins 
again.  The coal hoppers move in blocks 
according to mine orders and then 
northward from Minerva as mineral 
dispatch trains entering staging.  The era I 
model would support timetable and train 
order control.  I have created a timetable 
with a 3:1 fast clock for my Piney Fork 
Branch but have not yet fully implemented 
it in operating sessions.  I hope a portion 
of the dispatcher’s work can be transferred 
to the road crews by making some freights 
follow a second-class schedule.  The 
engineers watch for train order signals set 
by the dispatcher. Should an order from 
the dispatcher be needed, the engineer 
presents to the dispatcher and becomes the 
station clerk copying his Form 19. 
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This is the dispatcher’s control panel for the 
train order signals.  When a crew comes upon 
a red signal, they must present themselves 
ready to copy a Form 19. 
The room is small enough that no radios 
are needed for the dispatcher to 
communicate.  The dispatcher has the 
customary train sheet and train order book 
and a white board is available to help 
visualize a train’s progress over the 
railroad.  Trains are run from a line up that 
is flexible from the dispatcher’s discretion.  
I cobbled together a simple timer circuit 
powering an LED between the rails 
representing a burning fusee.  Should a 
train not be able to maintain minimum 
track speed or for protection of a train 
while switching, the engineer can push a 
button on the fascia to light a 10 minute 
(fast clock) fusee. 
A yard crew is located at Minerva where 
mine runs and a local freight are 

assembled and dispatched and local 
industry is worked.  A crew at St. 
Clairsville is responsible for the 
movements inside the Lauren Steel 
Company and the local industry.  The steel 
plant movements are guided by a 
computer slideshow program that 
advances every 15 minutes with audible 
and then written instructions on the 
screen.  This busy crew also works with 
freight train crews to give and take 
appropriate St. Clairsville traffic.    The 
mine runs are turns that may serve a few 
small tipples or one large mine before 
returning to Minerva.  I have found 
engineers enjoy some degree of switching.  
Most road freight engineers have 
opportunities for switching industries 
following the destinations on car cards in 
their train. Only a few run staging yard to 
staging yard, such as a coal unit train from 
West Virginia to Detroit Edison.  Eighteen 
trains would exhaust the lineup and that is 
rarely reached in a typical 4 hour 
operating session with a crew of eight.  

           
Seth’s Personal Hobby Development 

 
Three railroads converged on Minerva Jct. 
with three sets of diamonds in this area. 
Looking straight down the track the New York 
Central and Pennsylvania crossing is the 
closer crossing and the Wheeling and Lake 
Erie RR crossing is at the distant target board.  
The train is using the PRR and W&LE 
diamond just out of our view to the right. 
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My interest in the NYC Lake Division 
Alliance Branch comes from my childhood 
in Minerva, OH.  Before the mergers of the 
1960s, my small town boasted the presence 
of three railroads:  New York Central, 
Pennsylvania, and the Wheeling and Lake 
Erie Railroads. I can recall my first trip to 
Minerva Yard, discovering a place it 
seemed that time forgot.  I found coal 
hoppers still lettered for Pennsylvania and 
New York Central Railroads.  I could 
touch a tender and read its faded 
stenciling for the New York Central.   

 
Minerva Sand car and tender:  The original 
numbers and faded lettering were still visible 
up to the time of being scrapped in the late 
1980’s.  Trucks would refill sand and diesel 
fuel to be stored for servicing locomotives. 
 
It was not long before I felt comfortable 
sticking my head in the yard office to 
inquire about any expected trains evolving 
into sitting and chatting with the yard 
operator.  With my 10-speed Schwinn I 
could meet any train and escort it across 
town to the yard.  Some days I would find 
the Norfolk and Western local dropping a 
few cars before turning itself on a shallow 
grade with just two turnouts.  There was 
never as much going on with that railroad, 
so my interest was naturally drawn to the 
ex-NYC.  I learned much from the 
generosity of those railroaders who would 
share their knowledge of the railroad 
along with many colorful stories.  One 
friendship has exceeded the others and 
continues to this day for which I am most 

appreciative.  I would like to thank Chip 
Syme for his patience, teaching, and 
sharing of his personal experience 
operating this branch as a fireman and 
then engineer with the Penn Central 
Railroad.   
 
I had the opportunity to build a layout 
before graduating high school where I 
began to learn skills needed in the hobby.  
My hobby laid dormant through those 
early adult years dedicated to education 
and establishing a professional career in 
medicine.  By the time I completed high 
school, I had a brief experimental railroad 
progressing only through operating track, 
but progress stopped for continuing 
education and the other joys of young 
adulthood. 
 
For some people the New York Central 
Railroad may conjure the image of sleek 
streamlined passenger trains racing 
between New York and Chicago on multi-
track mainlines.  I came to know it as the 
ancestor to a slower paced freight railroad 
in my hometown where my education into 
railroads began.  This has served as the 
motivation for the 12 years I have enjoyed 
bringing my hometown back to life with 
lightning stripes and strings of coal 
hoppers.  I participate in the North 
Carolina RailRun, which opens several 
other fine railroads and the Piney Fork 
Branch to modelers interested in 
operations.  We are beginning our plans 
for the fall of 2014.  Information will be 
announced through the NMRA OpSig. 
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The NYC Piney Fork Branch 
Seth Gartner’s HO-Scale Layout 

(Drawings by Frank Knight) 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Battery House Type-A.  Perspective 
View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
The second article in the series of 
drawings from the NYC Electric Division 
and the Harmon Shops area, presents a 
small and intriguing building: the Battery 
House.  This building was another part of 
the essential elements needed for the 
operation of the new electrification project 
undertaken in the first decade of the 20th 
Century.  

 
NYC – OW Tower and Battery House (Type-
A), Tarrytown.  The tower was not in use at 
the time the picture was taken and shows 
significant signs of neglect.  (Image provided 
by Larry Faulkner, photographer unknown) 
 

From a cursory examination of the original 
historic drawing, we can see that the 
building purpose was to simply house an 
array of batteries stacked on wood shelves 
inside a brick masonry structure with a 
footprint of 8’-0” X 17’-0”, an area smaller 
than a modern one car garage. 
 
The available information on these 
buildings, its function, and operation is 
extremely limited.  From a report prepared 
in 1908 by William Wilgus, former Chief 
Engineer of the NYC, we can gather the 
following information:  
 
Reasons for Storage Batteries - Even with 
duplicate Power Stations and Transmission 
Lines as safeguards, there appeared to be 
vulnerable places where accidents might put 
essential features of the service out of 
commission, and to overcome this, as well as to 
make suitable regulation of violent fluctuations 
of load on the power-stations and sub-stations, 
storage batteries were adopted with capacity 
sufficient to tide over the usual maximum 
periods of interruption of current supply, that 
experience elsewhere has shown may be 
expected1. 
 
Storage batteries are also provided, to regulate 
the sharp fluctuations of the peculiarly severe 
short-period demands incident to heavy 
traction service, and to safeguard the 
continuity of traffic should perchance the 
supply of current be interrupted by power-
station or distributing failures. This insurance 
of reliability of service has already 
demonstrated the wisdom of its adoption. The 
aggregate momentary capacity of the batteries 
will be 37,786 k.w., with an hourly capacity of 
12,595 k.w.2 
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It might be difficult to comprehend how a 
system of batteries could supplement the 
demands of an extensive heavy traction 
railroad operation.  Even if it’s challenging 
to understand the physics behind such a 
system, the fact is that it performed 
reliably for over 80 years; until Metro-
North rebuilt the traction power system 
eliminating the need for the Circuit 
Breaker Houses3 and Battery Houses.  
 
These Battery Houses were not numbered 
or “named” and were not listed in the 
Employee Time Tables like the CB Houses 
and Signal Towers were. The Valuation 
Maps have been the only reliable source of 
information regarding their location.   
 

 
NYC – Valuation Map.  Diagram insert 
showing location of the Battery House 
adjacent to OW Tower south of Tarrytown4. 
(NYCS 1917 Valuation Maps, NYCSHS 
Collection) 
 
From a review of historic photographs we 
can determine that some of these Battery 
Houses were located adjacent to Signal 
Towers.  It could be possible that they also 
provided back-up power for the signaling 
system, but based on incomplete 
information, this is just conjecture. 
 

BATTERY HOUSES 

Verified Locations 
LOCATION ADJACENT TO MP TYPE 

Bronx BN Tower 9.33 A 
Fordham - 9.38 - 
Spuyten Duyvil DV Tower 10.5 A 
Hasting-on-Hudson HS Tower 18.41 A 
Tarrytown OW Tower 23.96 A 
Harmon HM Tower 32.66 A* 
    
    
    
    
*The Harmon Battery House is of a modified Type-A Design.  
It shows an addition towards the rear of the building, 
probably used to accommodate additional batteries to supply 
the increase demand of the Harmon Complex. 

List of known Battery House locations 
verified by photographic evidence.  The list is 
incomplete but assumed correct at time of 
publication. 
 
Prototype: Battery House (Type-A) 
The research for this article identified two 
different designs; Type-A, the subject of 
this article, presented two windows on 
each of the long walls, and an alternate 
design type of which no drawings are 
available at this time, with a single 
window per wall and a footprint closer to 
a square in shape. 
 

 
NYC – Battery House (Alternate Design), 
Vicinity of Fordham. (Image provided by Jack 
Shufelt, photographer unknown) 
 
 

HISTORIC DRAWING DATA BLOCK 
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DRAWING TITLE: 
Electric Zone Standard 
Battery House Type-A 

BOOK: G 
DRAWING NO.: G13 & G14 
DATE: Not Dated 
SIGNED BY: Vice-President: W. Wilgus 
TOTAL SHEETS: 2 
CONTENTS: G13:  Plans, Elevations and Sections. 

G14: Doors, Windows and Wall Details. 
 

 
Design & Construction 
This Battery House uses an architectural 
vocabulary similar to other buildings in 
the Electric Division; Circuit Breaker 
Houses and Signal Towers among others, 
providing certain design uniformity.  
 
This particular building is a single story 
brick masonry structure over a concrete 
foundation, concrete headers and cornices, 
brick parapets, concrete parapet caps, and 
wood doors and windows.  The bricks are 
laid in a running bond pattern forming 
horizontal bands of four courses, with a 
single header course between them, 
recessed about 3/4" from the stretchers5 
plane. 
 
There is an internal partition dividing the 
building into two individual non-
connecting rooms: the battery room and an 
oil room6.  Each room has an entrance 
door and two windows with a vent under 
each window in the battery room. 
 
General Notes and Observations 
The historic Battery House Type-A 
drawing was originally part of the 
Danbury Museum & Historical Society’s 
collection of NYC Drawings.    In early 
2013, the Danbury Museum entered into a  
 
 
collaboration agreement with the New 
York Central System Historical Society to 

share this historic material.  Digital copies 
are now being incorporated into the 
NYCSHS Drawing Collection.   
 
This drawing article was developed in 
collaboration with Larry Faulkner whose 
scratchbuilt model of the Battery House is 
based on these drawings.  In The Harmon 
Files, his construction article follows after 
the drawing pages.  
 

 
NYC – N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Electric Zone 
Standards, Battery House Type-A.  Original 
Blueprint from the NYC & HRRR Drawing 
Book G.  (NYCSHS – Danbury Collection) 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Wilgus, William J., “The Electrification of the 
Suburban Zone of the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad in the Vicinity of New York 
City (1908),”  Reprint, Fourth	  Quarter,	  Central	  
Headlight	  Magazine	  (2004):	  19.	  
2	  Wilgus,	  24.	  
3	  Savchak, Michael W.  Comments on the electric 
system operation ”From our Members”, Central	  
Headlight	  Magazine	  (1997):	  5.	  
4	  Battery	  House	  location	  identified	  by	  Jack	  Shufelt,	  
former	  NYC	  employee	  (Hudson	  Division	  Towerman).	  
5	  See	  Drawing	  Pages	  for	  brick	  masonry	  details	  
illustration.	  	  
6	  Purpose	  of	  the	  Oil	  Room	  remains	  undetermined	  at	  
time	  of	  publication.	  
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NYC	  –	  Battery	  House	  –	  Type-‐A	  

1	  

	  

2	  

	  

Concrete	  Foundation	  &	  Rowlock	  Course	   Brick	  Walls1	  

3	  

	  

4	  

	  

Doors,	  Windows	  &	  Vents	  Headers	   Continuation	  of	  Brick	  Walls	  

5	  

	  

6	  

	  

Cornice	  &	  Roof	   Parapet	  Walls	  	  

7	  

	  

8	  

	  

Parapet	  Caps	   Doors,	  Windows	  &	  Vents	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  For	  clarity,	  the	  diagram	  only	  shows	  the	  exterior	  brick	  skin.	  	  Normally,	  in	  a	  small	  one	  story	  building	  like	  this	  one,	  a	  
load	  bearing	  brick	  masonry	  wall	  thickness	  is	  composed	  of	  two	  or	  more	  bricks	  rows	  (wythes)	  laid	  parallel	  to	  each	  
other	  using	  an	  interlocking	  pattern.	  	  A	  brick	  wall	  two	  bricks	  wide	  is	  composed	  of	  two	  wythes.	  
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Modeling 
New York Central’s 

Electric Division 
Battery Houses 
Model photos by the author 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Photo 1.  Model of Battery House Type-A next 
to PF Tower. 
 
Modeling the First Quarter 2014 Harmon 
Files project turned out to be a fairly quick 
and easy affair.  The hardest part was 
finding prototype information for these 
little brick gems.  These Battery House 
buildings were another signature structure 
unique to the New York Central's Electric 
Division providing back up power for the 
third rail and signals during the commuter 
rush hour traffic surges and emergency 
outages. 
 
These small brick buildings are just 
another small piece of the bigger pie for 
modeling a believable rendition of 
Harmon or anywhere else in the third rail 
territory just as the 4th Quarter 2013 
NYCentral Modeler article modeling the 
Circuit Breaker Houses are unique to this 
locale. 
 
 

I needed two of these structures for my 
planned but not yet built Harmon based 
layout.  The first one is just like the 
standard drawings and was located next 
to the Croton River Bridge just south of CR 
Tower (see Manuel Duran-Duran's article 
on the preceding pages for drawings and 
more prototype information).  The second 
model is "L" shaped and was located mere 
feet south of HM Tower at Harmon.  This 
one shows up in a lot of photos with its 
proximity to HM Tower and the 
westbound passenger platforms of the old 
Harmon Station.   
 

 
Photo 2.  HM Tower Battery House. (Photo by 
George W. Hamlin) 
 

 
Photo 3.  Model of Battery House next to HM 
Tower at Harmon. 
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Many thanks go out to former NYC Tower 
Operator and historian Jack Shufelt for 
sharing his expertise and helping us with 
this project by pointing us in the right 
direction with photos and 1917 Valuation 
maps showing these Battery Houses.  
Another big thank you goes out to former 
NYC Employee and NYCSHS Founder Joe 
Quinlivan for his tireless efforts tracking  
 

down maps and photos from the Society's 
vast collection.  These Battery Houses 
were not as easy to track down and 
identify like the Circuit Breaker Houses 
which are listed and numbered in the 
Employee Time Tables. Follow along and 
I'll take you step by step building the 
Battery House models. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Material and Details Identification Diagram. 
 
Prototypes to Model: 
 
The drawings presented in the preceding 
article, based on the prototype Battery 
House Type-A, were used for the smaller 
Battery House I modeled. 
 
Harmon Yard’s Battery House was similar 
in design but larger and with an "L" 
shaped footprint.   The model for this 
structure was estimated on the fly using  
 

the same door and window castings until 
it looked right compared to prototype 
photos. 
 
Both of these models went together 
quickly once all the materials and 
Manuel's excellent drawings were on hand 
to compare Tichy Train Group's selection 
of masonry windows and how to modify 
them for our project presented here. 
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STEP 1 Wall cutouts / rowlock brick course, sills and lintels installation 

 

I started with my favorite brick material from 
Plastruct; #91611 brick sheet and used Tichy 
Train Group window and door castings along 
with Evergreen Styrene strip (see labeled 
drawing for parts and materials used).  Once	  the	  
walls	  were	   cut	   to	   size,	   the	   door	   and	  window	  
openings	  were	  cutout	  from	  the	  inside	  using	  a	  
digital	  caliper	  and	  a	  steel	  ruler.	   	  Next I added 
the door and window sills along with the lintels. 
I use MEK as my gluing solvent with a small 
brush.  I added the Evergreen #2040 V-groove 
siding cut to duplicate the rowlock course of 
brick along the bottom of all the walls. 

 

STEP 2 Roof support and interior bracing 

 

Evergreen #154 strips were used to space the 
windows inside the walls to add some visible 
depth as the brick sheet is very thin.  Evergreen 
#178 strips glued to the end walls serve as 
braces and help insure a square corner.  These 
corner braces are as tall as the concrete cornice.   
I also used the Evergreen #178 strip to add some 
rigidness to the bottom of the walls.  Gluing 
these flush with the wall bottom later served as 
an anchor point for gluing the foundation to the 
bottom of the walls.  Next step is adding some of 
the exterior trim prior to painting and finishing. 

 

STEP 3 Corner and bottom wall bracing along with window spacers 

 

I added the foundation made up of Evergreen 
#178 strip glued to the bottom inner braces and 
spaced halfway to the outside edges of the walls.  
I beveled the edges at a 45-degree angle prior to 
gluing them to the walls.  
  
Now that everything is nice and sturdy, I added 
some more Evergreen #178 strip for the roof 
support even with the vertical corner bracing. I 
also added the concrete cornice trim to all four 
walls.  I topped the walls with Evergreen #155 
for the parapet wall concrete cap. 
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STEP 4 Completed model minus the doors and windows 

 

I installed Evergreen #154 for a spacer and 
added more brick sheet facing the interior of the 
building, trimmed to go to the roof support 
braces.  This gives the parapet wall some 
thickness. See photo in step #2. 
 
The next item to install is the Evergreen #147 
and #148 strip, which makes up the concrete 
cornice trim on all four wall sections. The walls 
were marked four brick rows down from the top 
and the concrete cornice was glued along the 
bottom of these pencil marks. 

 

STEP 5 Tichy windows modifications 

 

I had to modify the Tichy Train Group #8052 
window castings to match Manuel Duran-
Duran’s drawings. I had measured and cut the 
window castings in half with a North West 
Short Line Chopper to insure a uniform cut 
being careful to leave the horizontal mullion as 
the now shortened bottom window frame. I also 
removed the remaining horizontal mullions 
with a sprue nipper and cleaned up the cuts 
with a fine sanding stick. 

 

STEP 6 Painting 

 

I washed the models and all the door and 
window castings in warm soapy water and 
rinsed with bottled water then air-dried 
everything.  I like to use Polly Scale paints 
thinned with Windex sprayed with an airbrush 
at about 15 PSI.  I usually custom mix some 
Polly Scale Concrete and some MILW gray to 
get a mortar color.  Once the paint has dried, I 
use a variety of the PrismaColor pencils such as 
Terra Cotta, Dark Brown, and Dark Umber to 
give the bricks some different tones and colors 
and go over areas previously colored with a 
different color. 
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STEP 7 Roof 

 

I used Evergreen .060 styrene sheet for the roofs.  
These are nice and sturdy and really don’t need 
much support.  I painted them with Polly Scale 
Tarnished Black paint to simulate a tar papered 
roof.  I had previously cut up some single ply 
tissue paper a scale 3 feet wide and laid them 
into the wet paint and covered them with 
another layer of the paint. After the paint dried I 
also coated the bricks along the inside of the 
parapet, like the prototype was, to seal the roof 
from any water leaks. 

 

STEP 8 Final details 

 

Once everything was dry I used the PanPastels 
to weather the models and tone down the 
brighter colors.  I left a couple of the windows 
open as seen in prototype photos but now have 
noticed that the model windows are too thick. 
I’ll remove these few windows and sand them 
down nice and thin before I reinstall them. 

 
General Notes: 
� I use Pan Pastels to complete the 
weathering.  If you have yet to try these 
chalks, I highly recommend them. As a 
bonus you don't really need to seal them 
as there is  fixative additive mixed in, and 
I won't be handling these building very 
much.  
� I use Evergreen .005 Clear Styrene sheet 
for the window glazing.   
� I couldn't see any external lights in any 
of the photos, so I didn't light either the 
interior or the exterior on these Battery 
Houses.   
 

� I will install a drum rack for the oil or 
distilled water behind the Battery House 
next to HM Tower as these show up in 
photos. 
 

Color Schedule 
Element Brand / Color Brand / Color 

Mortar 
Polly Scale 
Concrete 

Polly Scale 
MILW Road 

Gray 

Windows Polly Scale 
Roof Brown  

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Part 1:  Locomotives 

If you’re a New York Central fan, there’s 
good news and bad news (well, not really 
bad).  The good news is that a lot of the 
NYC locomotives and rolling stock have 
been manufactured in S-scale, the one 
major exception being a lack of any NYC 
Pacific (4-6-2).  The bad news is that most 
of the locos are no longer being 
manufactured.  But there is more good 
news:  the secondary market.  Search eBay 
(Toys & Hobbies/Model RR, Trains/S-
Scale) on a regular basis.  Top-quality 
brass and plastic steam and diesel 
locomotives appear on eBay quite often.  
There is also a Yahoo “S-scale” e-group (as 
well as this S-Scale SIG) that provides on-
line opportunities for S-modelers to seek 
out specific out-of-production models 
from other e-group members. 

Those who know me know that I do not 
model the NYC per se.  The reason is that I 
could never hope to do justice to the 
sprawling Central in a 12’ x 39’ space.  
Instead, I model a freelanced Northeastern 
road over which the NYC has trackage 
rights. 

 

American Models’ ready-to-run Dreyfuss-
shrouded Empire State Express Hudson can 
easily be spiffed up with River Raisin Models 
and S-Scale Loco & Supply after-market parts 
to create this model.  Primary changes include 
valve gear and pilot truck replacement, and 
opening up the rear tender deck.  A full article 
on this project appears on the “sscale.org” 
website. 

 

If you really want a challenge, try products 
from American Hirail (AH).  This firm’s 
primary customers are a subset of American 
Flyer toy train enthusiasts looking for other 
than run-of-the-mill Flyers.  AH owner Tom 
Hodgson’s forte is providing new 
superstructures for old stuff.  The Dreyfuss 
streamlined J-3a loco and tender shells shown 
here are designed to replace the standard non-
streamlined American Flyer superstructures.  
This particular example falls way outside 
AH’s target audience.  The chassis for this loco 
is built up from scale drive components.  Much 
of the molded-on detailing was removed and 
replaced with individual brass castings and 
piping.  The valve gear and hangers have also 
been replaced, and the pilot step locations 
have been changed.  The factory-applied paint, 
striping, and lettering have also been replaced. 

As such, my railroad hosts several NYC 
System steam locos:  four J-3a Hudsons,an 
S-1b Niagara, H-6 and H-10a Mikados, 

 

SouthWind Models imported both finished 
and unpainted brass S-1b Niagaras.  All of 
these require work to actually run.  Essential 
alterations include lengthening the pilot truck 
to avoid wheel interference with the cylinder 
chest, and altering the rear of the loco frame to 
avoid a short circuit between the trailing 
truck’s rear wheel and the chassis.  (Photo by 
Bill Winans) 

New	  York	  Central	  Modeling	  in	  S-‐Scale	  
By	  Dick	  Karnes(Photos	  by	  Dick	  except	  as	  noted)	  Reprinted	  with	  permission	  of	  the	  NMRA	  S-‐Scale	  SIG	  
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an L-2c Mohawk, and a P&LE U-3k 
switcher.   

 

This really clean-looking brass Class H-6 
USRA Light Mikado was imported by 
Overland Models in the 1980s.  The only after-
market work necessary to “Centralize” the 
loco included raising the whistle to a vertical 
position, painting, lettering, and adding MV 
lenses. 

 

River Raisin’s imported brass NYC H-10a is a 
true beauty.  It came fully finished except for 
the loco number, several of which were 
included in the box to be applied by the owner.  
An H-10b was also imported.  The primary 
spotting difference between the “a” and “b” 
models is the pilot; a standard cowcatcher 
appears on the “b” instead of footboards. 

All but the Mohawk and U-3k are/were 
commercial offerings, although the latter, a 
USRA 0-8-0, was also available as a brass 
import.  In addition, L-3 and L-4 Mohawks 
and a CR&I B-62 0-6-0 were produced as 
brass imports.  

 

 

Omnicon Models imported both the L-3a (left 
bottom) and L-4b Mohawks (above).  These 
can sometimes be found on the secondary 
market.  Both locos, owned by Ed Loizeaux, 
are custom painted and lettered.  (Both photos 
by Bill Winans) 

My off-the-shelf NYC diesels include two 
Baldwin “sharks,” two RS-1 road 
switchers, and an A-B Alco FA set, all 
from kits; an E-7A, RS-3 and EMC FT A/B, 
all brass imports; and a plastic ready-to-
run EMD SW-9. 

 

In the late 1980s, Omnicon Scale Models 
entered the market with a series of imported 
S-scale brass steam locomotives. Shortly 
thereafter they expanded into kits for Baldwin 
"Sharknose" and EMD F-7 diesel A and B 
units. The kit for the RF-16A unit shown here 
consisted of a urethane body shell, brass 
investment-cast detail parts, brass wire, sheet 
steel drilled and tapped chassis, SouthWind 
sprung brass trucks (in kit form), NorthWest 
Short Line drive components, and Sagami 
motor. This specimen, NYC 3821, was built by 
Dick Karnes. It includes MV lenses, 
Microscale decals and S Kadee couplers. 

 

 

New	  York	  Central	  Modeling	  in	  S-‐Scale	  (Continued)	  
By	  Dick	  Karnes	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  except	  as	  noted	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2014 53	  

 

In the early 1990s Railmaster began adding 
standard-gauge diesel kits to their fine line of 
Sn3 locomotive kits.  The Alco RS-1 kit 
consists of finely detailed pewter (soft-metal) 
castings, including truck sideframes, plus 
investment-cast brass detail parts and 
assorted wire.  North Yard makes a drive for 
this locomotive (available from Railmaster).  
This particular specimen, built by Dick 
Karnes, is powered by an American Models 
RS-3 chassis with SouthWind/BTS brass truck 
sideframes.  It has Microscale decals, MV 
lenses, and S Kadee couplers.  These kits are 
temporarily out of production but scheduled 
for a re-run. 

 

Locomotive Workshop RS-1 kit consisted of 
photoengraved brass components that the 
modeler soldered together, the larger of which 
were formed (bent) at the factory, plus truck 
sideframes and bolsters. It was up to the 
modeler to solder the locomotive together, 
detail it, and provide power. Cascade Hobby 
Products manufactured a power unit for this 
locomotive, and that is what's in the pictured 
unit. Specimen built and detailed by Dick 
Karnes. 

 

 

 

Locomotive Workshop filled a real need in S-
scale before American Models began producing 
more diesel locomotives. Among their first 
offerings was this Alco FA-2/FB-2 set, sold 
separately. Each kit consisted of etched brass 
components, white-metal trucks, and some 
wire. Additionally, the A-unit kit contained a 
soft-metal casting for the top of the nose and 
the windshield. Cascade Hobby Products 
fulfilled a need for power with a Sagami 
motor, gearbox, Delrin chain and gears, 
Hobbytown universals, and Lindsay truck 
gearboxes. Locos built and detailed by Dick.

This NYC E-7 A unit is typical of Overland's 
S-scale diesels.  Overland offered S-scale E-3, 
E-7, and E-8 A and B units in several styles. 
This model sports MV lenses, Microscale 
decals, and S Kadee couplers. 

In the late 1980s, Omnicon Scale Models 
entered the market with a series of imported S 
scale brass steam locomotives. Shortly 
thereafter they expanded into kits for Baldwin 
"Sharknose" and EMD F-7 diesel A- and B-
unit kits. The kit for the RF-16 A unit above 
consisted of a urethane body shell, brass 
investment-cast detail parts, brass wire, sheet 
steel drilled and tapped chassis, SouthWind 
sprung brass trucks (in kit form), NorthWest 
Short Line drive components, and Sagami 
motor.  

New	  York	  Central	  Modeling	  in	  S-‐Scale	  (Continued)	  
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S Helper Service’ beautiful factory-painted 
EMD SW-9 is boxed with two different end 
railing styles.  In 2012, S Helper was sold to 
Mike’s Train House (MTH); we do not yet 
know when equipment such as this will 
reappear. 

Other ready-to-run NYC diesels have been 
manufactured, including Alco PA/PB-1 
and PA/PB-2, F3 and F7 A/B sets, GP-9, 
RS-3, Baldwin S-12, and U25B.  There have 
also been brass EMD E-8 A/B, RF-16 
Sharks, Alco RS-3, and kits for several 
Alco and EMD switchers. I have 
scratchbuilt only one NYC diesel – a class 
DEF Alco/GE Boxcab 2-D-2. 

 

Miller Engineering (not to be confused with 
"Models by Miller") produced a kit for the 
Alco S-4 diesel switcher in the mid-to-late 
1940s.  The kit included a molded nylon 
superstructure, zamac chassis, and stamped 
and turned brass details.  The front and rear 
platform railing assemblies were 
prefabricated.  Miller sold separate trucks, 
both powered and dummy, for this and other 
manufacturers' locomotives.  The gearless 
power truck was unique, in that the wheel 
treads were the segmented commutators and 
the armatures were wound on the axles.  It 

was a nice idea but performance was poor.  
The motors had a theoretically zero torque at 
zero speed; torque increased as speed 
increased.  Practically speaking, it took four 
powered axles to start the loco.  Once started, 
speed increased at any power setting unless 
power was cut or reversed. Its power is 
provided by Miller dummy trucks for which 
Gary Jordan (then an employee of NorthWest 
Short Line) custom-built, truck-mounted 
drives.  Each truck is powered by a Sagami 16-
mm diameter motor with a gear head at each 
end.  Additionally, each truck has a secondary 
gear reduction that provides a top speed of 25-
scale mph.  These power trucks were 
prototypes for a contemplated NWSL product 
that was never produced. Built by Dick. 

One NYC gas-electric, a Brill unit, was 
produced as a kit by Dayton Model 
Products some 60 years ago. There have 
thus far been no NYC/CUT electric locos 
produced in S-scale. 

 

Kent Singer built this NYC-prototype Brill 
gas-electric from a Dayton Models kit.  Kent 
added a lot of detail that was not in the kit. 
Power is provided by an HO Hobbytown 
drive.  Dayton went out of business in the 
early 1950s. 

The accompanying table lists the facts for 
all the commercially produced NYC model 
locomotives.  Of the steamers listed, only 
two came as non-specific for NYC:  the 0-
8-0 and the H-6 Mike, both USRA locos 
and both Overland Models imports.  The 
switcher requires nothing but paint and 
lettering to turn it into a NYC loco.  The 
Mike requires only a hot electric soldering 
gun (no solder necessary!) to raise its laid-
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flat whistle to a vertical position, plus 
paint and lettering. 

Lettering sets can be a problem for 
Overland’s brass S steam locos, none of 
which came painted.  The best source 
currently is C-D-S, a Canadian firm that 
sells dry-transfer lettering.  C-D-S no 
longer produces any dry transfer sets, but 
some are still available from existing stock.  
River Raisin and South Wind brass 
imports were available painted and 
lettered. 

Diesel modelers have it much easier.  
Decals for lettering and striping NYC 
EMD and Alco units are available from 
Des Plaines Hobbies/S-Scale America.  All 
the diesels from American Models and S 
Helper Service are/were available painted 
and lettered for the NYC except the U25B 
(U25B units do not include NYC, the 
largest customer for this locomotive).  
River Raisin’s brass Baldwin RF-16 also 
came painted and lettered. 

A chart of NYC locomotives manufactured 
over the years is at the end of the article. 

Part 2:  Passenger Cars 

S scale NYC passenger fans have mixed 
blessings.  Many heavyweights specific to 
the Central have appeared over the years.  
SouthWind Models imported brass models 
of a whole train of NYC heavyweights, 
from head-end cars to observation cars. 
However, only two are currently available: 
ready-to-run 70-foot baggage and 70-foot 
postal cars in two-tone grey from 
American Models AM.  Also from AM is a 
70-foot CNJ-prototype single-window 
coach and matching observation car that 
can pass for NYC.  AM offers these cars in 
Pullman green with black roof and 
unlettered for those who are willing to do 

their own lettering.  Decals for these are 
available from Des Plaines Hobbies.

SouthWind Models imported two versions of 
the NYC express reefer – this one with ice 
hatches, and one lacking hatches, thus 
outfitted for milk transport.  This car sports 
decals from Des Plaines Hobbies and Kadee S-
scale couplers. Painted and lettered by Dick.

SouthWind began importing S-scale brass 
models from Asia in the late 1980s.  One of 
their first offerings was a complete train of 
NYC heavyweight passenger cars.  This NYC 
standard 75' coach is typical. Car has Des 
Plaines Hobbies decals and S Kadee couplers.

The 13-double-bedroom Pullman sleeper 
imported by SouthWind represents prototypes 
used on the NYC, B&O, and PRR.  Although 
finished for the NYC, the underbody air-
conditioning arrangement for this particular 
model is based on the B&O version.

 

SouthWind imported only 25 of these 
"swallowtail" observation cars.  The NYC 
built two of these cars from standard 
heavyweight coaches for use on the 
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"Pacemaker" as stand-ins until the 
streamlined cars arrived. 

Recently, American Models re-released its 
80-foot 12-1 and 10-1-2 Pullman sleepers in 
the two-tone grey Pullman pool scheme, 
but these are sold out.  Some may still be 
found at retailers and online. 

Prospects are much better for streamliner 
enthusiasts who don’t mind doing their 
own kit-building, painting, and lettering.  
The Supply Car provides universal kits 
that include core bodies, underbody and 
roof details, and sides for any car built by 
ACF, Budd, and Pullman.  Many hundreds 
are in the catalog listing.  Others not in the 
catalog can be produced as long as a plan 
exists, as in the series of Pullman plan 
books by Randall and Ross.  The sides are 
custom laser-cut for each order. 

American Models currently produces 
ready-to-run 74-foot versions of the NYC 
1941 Empire State Express Budd cars, 
including the mail car, diner, coach (in 
several car names), and observation car.  
For the fastidious NYC modeler, the RPO 
is short by two blank panels (one on each 
end); the diner is short one table-setting 
window; the coach is short by one large 
window (two double seats).  The 
observation car’s door and window 
arrangement is correct but crowded 
together to fit in the shortened length. 

Long before any of these hit the market, 
Chester Industrial Arts and Midgauge 
Models (name later changed to Sylvania 
Models) produced rather elementary kits 
for several styles of Pullman-prototype 
fluted (Chester) and smooth-side 
(Midgauge) passenger cars.   

 

In the 1950s, Chester Industrial Arts offered 
simple kits for 85-foot Pullman Standard 
fluted-side streamlined carbody kits in O, S, 
and HO.  There were seven different cars 
offered in all three scales, including baggage, 
RPO, combine, coach, sleeper, diner, and 
observation.  The mail car shown here is 
nearly “pure.”  The primary differences from 
the kit contents being the presence of the 
added Enhorning trucks and Kadee couplers 
and the absence of the sponge rubber, full-
width diaphragms. 

Midgauge Models manufactured a fairly 
extensive line of locomotives and passenger 
and freight cars in the late 1940s-1950s.  These 
extruded-aluminum passenger-car kits came in 
both 60-ft. and 80-ft. lengths (except baggage 
car, 60 ft. only).  Cast white metal ends, 
extruded magnesium skirts, wood floor.  
Nixon Model Co. sprung soft-metal truck kits 
with wheelsets were included.  Dick built, 
decorated, added MHP diaphragms and Kadee 
couplers. 

In the same time frame (1950s), Super 
Scale Models manufactured rather well-
detailed copper and brass kits for several 
heavyweights, including NYC 60-foot 
baggage and RPO cars and 12- and 14-
section Pullmans.  Nixon Models (Nimco) 
produced somewhat less detailed 
heavyweight coach kits. Models by Miller 
joined the fray in 1961 with 
photoengraved brass kits for several 
Pullman-Standard heavyweights 
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Nixon Model C.o (Nimco) was the leading 
manufacturer of scale equipment in the late 
1940s through about 1960.  Among Nimco's S-
scale offerings was a fairly large line of wood 
house-car kits, passenger car kits, scale 
conversion kits for every American Flyer 
locomotive available at the time, decals, and 
a fairly robust line of soft-metal truck (bogey) 
kits (still offered by "S"cenery Unlimited).  
The passenger car kit consisted of extruded 
aluminum sides, separate punched aluminum 
window sash, cast white-metal ends, brass 
doors, wood floor and roof, and celluloid 
window material.  Specimen built and 
detailed by Dick Karnes.  Added items:  
Walthers HO lavatory vents, hand-carved 
wooden Ward vents, SouthWind 
Commonwealth trucks, Super Scale steps, 
some Super Scale and some scratchbuilt 
underbody parts, wire grabs, MHP 
diaphragms, Champ decals, S Kadee couplers.

"Models by Miller" were two guys from 
Cleveland who were in the printing business 
and were O-scale model railroaders in the 
early 1960s.  They debuted their O- and S-
scale photoengraved brass heavyweight 
passenger car kits at the Cleveland NMRA 
Convention in 1961.  Each kit consisted of 
photoengraved brass components for sides 
(with window sash already soldered in place), 
ends, vestibules, doors, and battery-box 
covers.  Also in the kit was a sheet brass floor, 
assorted wire, gates for the diner kitchen 
doors, and seven wood shapes which, when 
glued together, formed a hollow clerestory 
roof.  No trucks.  Also included was a brass-
plated soft-metal K brake casting, 
inappropriate for these cars.  Later editions of 

these cars had brass-plated, soft-metal ends 
instead of photoengraved brass sheet.  These 
could not be soldered with available solders 
at the time, so they had to be epoxied in place.  
The 85' dining car shown was built from an 
earlier kit with brass ends.  Underbody 
components are scratchbuilt.  Roof details 
include Super Scale clerestory vents and other 
details including Walthers (HO), C-D Models 
air-conditioning duct, MHP diaphragms, 
Champ decals, S Scale Loco & Supply 
Commonwealth trucks, HO Kadee couplers. 

Part 3:  Freight Cars 

It’s difficult to list NYC freight cars 
because so many non-NYC freight cars 
bearing NYC livery were manufactured.  
An excellent example was Pacific Rail 
Shops’ beautiful 40’ steel MDT reefer kit 
finished in white with red and blue 
stripes.  This kit was a PFE prototype with 
3-3 Dreadnaught ends. I could not resist 
purchasing and building six of these. 

There are some NYC-specific freight cars.  
Funaro and Camerlengo markets resin 
NYC gondola and covered hopper car kits.  
Pacific Rail Shops (now S Scale America) 
has NYC and P&LE 1937 AAR 40-foot 
boxcars.  Locomotive Workshop used to 
produce a kit of questionable quality for 
an unpainted boxcar that was correct for 
the Pacemaker 174000-series cars.  Kaslo 
Shops currently manufactures a fine kit for 
the 40-foot PS-1 boxcar. 

American Models produces ready-to-run 
NYC USRA-style, vertical-ribbed two-bay 
hopper cars in both red and black livery.  
A beautiful ready-to-run USRA composite 
drop-bottom gondola is currently 
available from S Scale America. S Helper 
Service (now MTH) produced these cars as 
well, in addition to USRA panel-side 
rebuilds and PS-2 two- and three-bay 
covered hopper cars.   
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One of Des Plaines Hobbies first forays into 
S-scale ready-to-run cars under the trade 
name “S Scale America” was this well-
executed USRA composite gondola.  The car is 
ABS plastic with laser-etched interior floor 
and sides.  The car comes with a steel sheet-
metal weight sandwiched between the plastic 
underbody and the interior wood floor.  Thus, 
installing Kadee couplers required gluing the 
coupler box in place with epoxy or 
cyanoacrylate “super” glue (Dick’s favorite). 

Other NYC-specific freight cars have 
recently included USRA single- and 
double-sheathed boxcars from S Helper 
Service, and a basswood kit for a NYC 65-
foot mill gondola kit in the 1960s from 
Regal Kits.  Standard Railway Casting Co., 
operated by Earl Tuson when he’s not 
farming, produces kits for highly-detailed 
prototype-specific house cars, one of 
which is a beautiful 40-foot NYC boxcar. 

In the 1950s, there was a significant effort on 
the part of several relatively gifted S-scalers 
to design and bring to market an increasing 
variety of basswood kits.  One of these 
entrepreneurs was Wayne Wriggle with his 
well-conceived line of Regal Kits.  Shown here 
is a Regal Kits NYC 65-foot mill gondola with 
drop ends.  Except for the absence of rivets, it 
can stand up to any current product.  Regal 
kits came with Northeastern sprung trucks as 
shown here.  Couplers are S-scale Kadees. 

Earl Tuson, proprietor of Standard Railway 
Casting Co., is a stickler for prototype 
accuracy, a distinct advantage for us.  The kit 
for this particular car contains everything 
shown in the photo except the paint, trucks, 
and Kadee couplers.  The kit contains 
commercial parts as well as special road-
specific resin moldings, notably the ends for 
this particular car.  Note in particular the rope 
pulls on the bolster tabs. 

For NYC caboose fans, Kaslo Shops 
currently markets a resin kit for the 19000-
series wood-sheathed caboose.  Models of 
the shorter 17000-series cabooses can 
easily be kitbashed from these.  G&W 
Models imported a brass 19000-series 
caboose many years ago. River Raisin 
models more recently imported a brass 
20200-series bay-window caboose. 

 

G&W Models 1980s brass import of the 
standard NYC 19000-series wood-sheathed 
caboose included equalized T-section 
Bettendorf trucks. This is another model 
painted and lettered by Dick Karnes. 
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River Raisin Models imported brass 20200-
series bay-window cabooses.  This fine model 
was painted, lettered, and weathered by Bill 
Basden. 
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Lightweights 
Pullman (Continued) 

 

 

 

Check out these items from 
our “Collinwood Shop” online 

Hobby Store 

      

 

  

 

 

   

Just a few of the over 200 items you 
can find in our online store. 

Check out the “Collinwood Shop” 
today. (Click Here) 

Look for the 20% off for members on many of 
these items. 

New	  York	  Central	  Modeling	  in	  S-‐Scale	  (Continued)	  
By	  Dick	  Karnes	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  except	  as	  noted	  

	  

This article appears with 
permission of the NMRA S-
Scale SIG. 
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“What’s that triangle in the lower left 
corner of an NYC freight car?” 

 

Starting in late 1950s, the NYC added a 
triangular stencil to new and repainted 
freight cars for the guidance of paint shop 
foremen system wide.  The codes 
indicated the manner in which the car had 
been cleaned, primed, and painted.  Any 
shop foreman on the system had the paint 
history right on the car, for their reference.  
The triangle measured 6-7/8" high x 8-
9/16" wide.  It was placed in the lower left 
corner on both sides of the car. The letters 
and numbers were white 1" high.  The 
paint stencil was not applied to "X" or 
work equipment. 

The top line of the stencil was a code for 
how the car was cleaned to prepare the 
surface for painting. 

S = SAND BLAST 

W = WIRE BRUSH 

B = SHOT BLAST 

N = SOLVENTS 

X = FACTORY NEW 

The second line showed the primer 
manufacturer code and primer type code.  

First Letter - Manufacturer of Primer 

 O - (centered) No Primer used 

 1 - Sherwin-Williams Co. 

 2 - E. I. DuPont 

 3 - Glidden Co. 

 4 - Pittsburgh Plate Glass 

 5 - Standard-Toch Chemicals, Inc. 

 6 - Pratt & Lambert 

 7 - Acme White Lead 

 8 - A. C. Horn 

 9 - Devoe & Raynolds 

10 - Automotive Finishes Co. 

11 - Carpenter Morten Co. 

12 - Rust-o-Leum Corp. 

13 - C. R. Long, Jr. Co 

14 - Frazer Paint Co. 

15 - Interchemical Co. 

16 - Cook Paint & Varnish Co. 

17 - Pruett-Schaffer Chemical 

18 - Corrosite Corp. 

19 - J. W. Mortell Co. 

20 - Archer-Daniels-Midland 

21 - DeSoto Chemical 

22 - Yenkin Majestic 

23 - McDougall-Butler Co. 

The	  Paint	  Code	  Triangle	  
By	  Peter	  Weiglin	  	  	  	  
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24 - Benj. Franklin P & V Co. 

25 - Jones Dabney 

26 - Mobil Chemical Co. 

Second Letter - Primer Type 

A - Chrome Base 

B - Zinc Chromate 

C - Vinyl Resin 

D - Rust-O-Leum (Fish Oil Base) 

E - Asphalt Base 

F - Epon resin - Epoxy 

G - Red Lead 

H - Alkyd-Iron Oxide with Zinc Chromate 

J - Silicone Base Paint 

The third line showed the manufacturer 
of the finish paint coat, the finish paint 
type, and the number of paint coats.  

First Letter - Manufacturer of Finish Coat 

 1 - Sherwin-Williams Co. 

 2 - E. I. DuPont 

 3 - Glidden Co. 

 4 - Pittsburgh Plate Glass 

 5 - Standard-Toch Chemicals, Inc. 

 6 - Pratt & Lambert 

 7 - Acme White Lead 

 8 - A. C. Horn 

 9 - Devoe & Raynolds 

10 - Automotive Finishes Co. 

11 - Carpenter Morten Co. 

12 - Rust-o-Leum Corp. 

13 - C. R. Long, Jr. Co 

14 - Frazer Paint Co. 

15 - Interchemical Co. 

16 - Cook Paint & Varnish Co. 

17 - Pruett-Schaffer Chemical 

18 - Corrosite Corp. 

19 - J. W. Mortell Co. 

20 - Dednox, Inc. 

21 - DeSoto Chemical 

22 - Patterson-Sargent 

23 - McDougall-Butler Co. 

24 - Benj. Franklin P & V Co. 

25 - Bondura Corp. 

26 - Flintkote Co. 

27 - Philip Carey Mfg. Co. 

28 - Witco Chemical Co. 

29 - Archer-Daniels-Midland 

30 - National Lead Co. 

31 - Archer-Daniels-Midland 

32 - Mobil Chemical Co. 

Second Letter - Finish Coat Type 

A - Oil Base (two coats a day) 

B - Cold Spraying Alkyd Resin 

C - Vinyl Resin 

The	  Paint	  Code	  Triangle	  (Continued)	  
By	  Peter	  Weiglin	  	  	  	  
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D - Rust-O-Leum (Fish Oil Base) 

E - Cold Spraying, Synthetic Enamel 

    (Pacemaker Cars) 

F - Phenolic Resin 

G - Asphalt Base 

H - Hot Spraying, Synthetic Enamel 

J - Epon Resin - Epoxy 

K - Alkyd - Epon Resin 

L - Hot Spraying Alkyd Resin 

M - Silicone Base Paint 

N - Cold or Hot Spraying Alkyd Resin 

P - Alkyd Type Water Base 

R - Poly-Propylene 

S - Water Base Emulsion 

Final Number - "1" or "2" denotes number 
of coats 

The fourth line showed the code for the 
shop location at which the painting was 
done and the month and year. 

 

This information has been extracted from 
official NYC drawings. 

Mystery Photos 

These two photos are by Jeremy Taylor 
and from the NYCSHS collection.  Do 
you know where these were taken?  If so 
send us an email identifying the place 
and date of the photo. 

 

 
Can you identify the locomotive and/or 
the train number for even more credit? 

Send your guesses to: 

NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

 

The	  Paint	  Code	  Triangle	  (Continued)	  
By	  Peter	  Weiglin	  	  	  	  
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Like most of us, we received our first 
model train around Christmas.  I was five 
and that Christmas morning I woke up to 
a Lionel train set and over track plain.  I 
played with it for hours and days.  I 
remember laying on the floor with my 
head facing the track and the train coming 
at me.  It was just a great time.  A couple 
years later I was either 8 or 9 and I went 
with my father to Alexander’s department 
store on the Grand Concourse in the 
Bronx, NY.  On the way home I noticed 
my father was carrying a shopping bag 
and in it was a Lionel ZW transformer.  At 
that moment I realized that Santa Claus 
was my dad.  That same year my father 
and I went to the local lumber yard, which 
was advertising a train board – all it was a 
4 x 8 piece of plywood that had 2-inch 
banding around it.  My dad and I carried it 
home five blocks to our small two-
bedroom apartment in the Projects.  There 
I set it up on one of those folding card 
tables and built my first layout from one of 
the Lionel catalogues.  Life was great.  

I continued to mess with Lionel trains 
until my 20s, and got married which put 
my hobby on hold.  As life progressed we 
had four children and while in Tacoma, 
WA due to space and cost, I decided to 
explore HO-scale.  Tyco was my choice at 
that time and my kids enjoyed them.  At 
one point we moved to Colonial Heights 
VA where we purchased a five-bedroom 
house.  I picked up one of those Atlas 
magazines (Six Model Railroads You Can 
Build) and constructed one in my spare 
bedrooms.  I had a Y6B from AHM and a 
PA from Athearn.  I remember those 
engines ran great!   

Unfortunately, we moved again to 
Allenwood, PA and were never able to do 

any scenery on the layout.  Between work 
and raising a family, I found very little 
time to explore the hobby any further until 
the late 1990s.  At this time I lived in 
Northern Virginia and joined the local 
model railroad club.  I was introduced to 
DCC, which really excited me to the point 
that I had to get back in the hobby with 
both feet.  I am fortunate to belong to a 
monthly operation’s group in my area, 
which I was excited to not only having my 
own layout but to able to operate it with 
my fellow model railroaders. 

My wife Marie and I decided that it was 
time to relocate and downsize to a smaller 
house with a first floor master suite.  This 
gave me the opportunity to find 
basements with enough space to allow me 
to build the railroad of my dreams.  

Luckily we came across one that met my 
wife’s needs, which had an unfinished 
basement of 1,500 sq. feet.    Now what?  I 
got what I asked for: an unfinished 
basement but where do I start.  

 

Pete in his unfinished basement. 

Preparing	  an	  Unfinished	  Basement	  for	  a	  Model	  Railroad	  with	  
DCC	  in	  Mind	  

By	  Pete	  LaGuardia	  	  (Photos	  by	  Pete)	  	  
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While the house was being built; I started 
to do some research on the Internet to get 
a feeling from fellow model railroaders 
about what they did with a space this size.  
I decided to use the peninsula approach 
that allowed me to optimize the space 
(34’x 30’).   

Once we moved into the house, I found 
myself with an unfinished basement and I 
decided to prep the basement to meet the 
following layout construction needs.  
Below is a list of items I decided to identify 
in prepping the room: 

• Electrical Subpanel:  Layout space 
with its dedicated power.   

• Lighting: Control layout lighting 
and aisle lighting separately. 

• Valance: Hidden fluorescent 
fixtures in the ceiling. 

• Pre-wire for DCC: A dedicated 
circuit for DCC 

• Power Districts: Divided layout 
into 5 districts and eliminated extra 
wiring under the layout 

• Low Voltage: A dedicated circuit 
for lighting structures and other 
low voltage through the layout. 

• Tortoise: A dedicated circuit 

•  Layout footprint:   

• Fast Clock: Pre-wired five locations 
throughout the space. 

 

 

Two pictures of the basement after Pete and 
his sons finished framing. 

First we framed the basement. Then with 
my sons help, I laid a layout footprint on 
the concrete floor with painters blue tape.  
This gave me a feel for the aisle space and 
allowed me to visualize and see the radius 
for the track plan. Transferring the 
measurements to the ceiling gave me the 
ability to strategically install recess 
lightning in the ceilings over the aisle and 
fluorescent fixtures over the layout.   

 

 

Preparing	  an	  Unfinished	  Basement	  for	  a	  Model	  Railroad	  with	  
DCC	  in	  Mind	  (Continued)	  

By	  Pete	  LaGuardia	  	  (Photos	  by	  Pete)	  	  
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The blue tape on the floor helped Pete 
visualize the space required for his layout. 

Electrically I wanted the layout to have its 
own electrical subpanel. This allowed the 
layout room to have separated 20-amp 
circuits for each of the five lightning areas: 
DCC, tortoise, low voltage wiring and wall 
outlets.  This might have been overkill but 
it allowed me to sleep easier at night. 

 

This photo shows the completed 100-amp sub 
panel. 

My layout required five power districts.  I 
prewired the room from five separate 
locations to meet in a central location.  
This reduced the number of power buses 
under specific sections in the layout.  Each 
section had its own power bus, so there 
was no confusion when hooking up the 
feeders.  By having the five power bus all 
come to a central location, it afforded me 
the ability to put five power shields, DCC 
Command Station, and boosters in one 
location.  This worked out very well.   

Completed power panel for the five power 
districts.

 

Prewired power districts. 

 

 

Preparing	  an	  Unfinished	  Basement	  for	  a	  Model	  Railroad	  with	  
DCC	  in	  Mind	  (Continued)	  

By	  Pete	  LaGuardia	  	  (Photos	  by	  Pete)	  	  
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Head on shot of the wiring for the power 
districts in Pete’s basement. 

After the 100-amp subpanel was installed 
and all the pre-wiring was completed for 
the DCC bus, it was time to add separate 
circuits for the following:  Tortoises, DCC, 
fast clock, low voltage, and ceiling lights.  
Each area had its own 20- or 15-amp 
circuit. Again you might consider this 
overkill, but I felt good about it.  The 
ceiling lights were broken up into six 
sections.  One set was for aisles and the 
other five were over the layout. This 
provided the opportunity to just light up 
the area I was working on at that time.  
The fast clock was prewired in five 
locations throughout the basement and all 
terminated at a central location where the 
controller was located.  Each light circuit, 
to include DCC, Tortoise Bus, low voltage, 
and ceiling lights switches, were all 
located in a central location to allow 
control from one area.  I did however have 
the lighting circuits controlled from two 
locations where the second one was near 
the staircase, so I could turn off the lights 
when I left the room. 

 

 

 

 

These two photos show the pre-wire electrical 
circuits for the Tortoise, dcc fast clock, low 
voltage, and ceiling lighting. 

The low voltage was going to be used in 
lightning structures throughout the layout 
and where other low voltage was needed.  

Preparing	  an	  Unfinished	  Basement	  for	  a	  Model	  Railroad	  with	  
DCC	  in	  Mind	  (Continued)	  

By	  Pete	  LaGuardia	  	  (Photos	  by	  Pete)	  	  
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Pete’s fast clock in operation and featuring 
the New York Central Railroad. 

At this point the sheet rock went up. Once 
up and prepped for painting, it was time 
to install the valance.  Again transferring 
the dimensions of the layout on the floor 
to the ceiling provided the ability to mirror 
the image of the footprint.  The valance 
was used to visually hide the fluorescent 
fixtures over the layout.   

Finally, I installed RRampMeters at the 
location of the five DCC power districts.  
The RRampMeters monitor the power 
districts giving a quick reference of the 
voltage and amps in those districts plus 
giving you a visual reference if there was a 
power interruption in a given district. 

 

This photo shows the RampMeters. 

Not everyone finds themselves with the 
situation to start with an empty space, but 
if you do, pre-planning is worth your time 
and effort.  The results will be well worth 
it.   

Two photos of a few of Pete’s trains. 

 

 

We would love to have more construction 
articles for our magazine.  If you are 
building models or a layout, consider 
taking us along with you as you build.  
You see it can be done from reading 
Pete’s article above. 

Preparing	  an	  Unfinished	  Basement	  for	  a	  Model	  Railroad	  with	  
DCC	  in	  Mind	  (Continued)	  
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(Cover Photo by Richard Baldwin) 

 
Here is your chance to access a wide-variety of photos from the NYCSHS and private collections.  These are 

very high-quality images of several great NYCS subjects. 
The front cover, shown above, is of a pair of EMD E-8 diesel units arriving in Sturgis, MI, with an excursion 

train from Elkhart, IN, in 1951. 

The back cover shows a Class P-2b electric loco #224 in North White Plains, NY. 

Calendar photos include: three EMD GP-7 units on the James Whitcomb Riley in Indianapolis, IN, in 1962 
(color); Class J-1e "Hudson" #5333 on a passenger train in West Lafayette, IN, in 1951; F-M H20-44 road-
switcher #7104 at Collinwood, OH, in 1956; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2252 on an Evansville, IN - Mt. Carmel, IL, 
freight; two B-L-H RF-16 units on a freight train at Huron, OH, in 1953; a B & A Class J-2a 4-6-4 and Class L-3a 
4-8-2 on the New England States at Chatham, NY, in 1945; Class S-1b "Niagara" #6007 on display with the 
General Motors (EMD) "Train of Tomorrow" at the 1948 Chicago Railroad Fair; NYC diesel tugboat #34 on the 
Hudson River; Class J-3a "Hudson" #6002 on the Commodore Vanderbilt at Oscawana, NY, in 1946; three BLW 
DR-6-4-15 diesel units power a freight through Erie, PA, in 1948; a pair of EMD F-7 units take a westbound 
freight train through Greensburg, IN, in 1956 (color). 

Calendars can be ordered from: 

NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 

Price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents add $.88 Ohio sales tax. Buy at “Store of the Future" and you can use PayPal, 
credit card, check, or money order to order  

You	  may	  also	  order	  these	  older	  calendars	  at	  these reduced prices. 

Some 1986, 1997 and 2003 calendars are available at these prices:  
   One Calendar   $5.00 

   Two Calendars   $9.00 

    Three Calendars   $12.00 

When ordering, add the appropriate amount to your 2014 calendar order.  Ohio 
residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax to the total price. 

The	  NYCSHS	  2014	  Calendar	  
	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2014 70	  

Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Order from our 
at: (www.NYCSHS.net) with PayPal, credit 
card, check or money order.  Or you can send 
a check to: NYCSHS, P. O. Box 130, Gates 
Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany 

310 pages, hard cover, 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.40 state sales tax for a single volume. 
(*Non-US postage charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 428 
pages, hard cover, 672 illustrations.  Only 
$30 plus $10 domestic postage. Ohio 
residents include $2.40 state sales tax for 
each volume. (*Non-US postage charged at 
actual cost.) 

GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
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Third Installment from 59th Street to 35th 
Street – The Open Cut (Part 1) 

This installment will cover the West Side 
Freight Line Improvement in the middle 
segment of the Line between its exit from 
the 60th Street yard at 59th Street and 
Eleventh Avenue to its entrance into the 
30th Street Yard where the approach tracks 
begin fanning out at 37th Street. It is here 
that one first sees the true lack of a 
coherent terminal system in the Port of 
New York in all its inefficient glory. The 
Improvement was the solution the City 
and the NY Central Railroad came to in 
the hope of alleviating one of the main 
aspects of the problem. 

As we have seen, the northern portion of 
the Line traversed sparsely populated 
regions of Manhattan such as Inwood Park 
located there. 

The New York Central Railroad’s Freight Line 
crossed into northern Manhattan over the 
Spuyten Duyvil Creek using the steam 
powered swing bridge seen in the upper left of 
the photo. It was an uninhabited, untouched 
region of Manhattan. 

The first area of contention was a little 
further south when the trains reached the 
old Riverside Park district. The real estate 
interests were up in arms as they were 
trying to develop the area. They screamed 
that the railroads’ presence reduced their 

land’s value. The Improvement’s solution 
of building a tunnel under the Park, 
restoring landscaping, and adding of 
parkland, was heralded as an equitable 
solution by everyone concerned. 

It was in this area, before the Improvement, 
that the upper West Side real estate barons 
made the loudest complaints. Here a train 
containing vintage Texaco tank cars passes 
north of 72nd Street in prime territory, an area 
where the tracks would be covered by the 
proposed tunnel. 
As we saw in the second installment, the 
next “public” nuisance travelling south on 
the Line was the 60th Street Yard. Vast and 
vital, it was fortunately grade separated by 
20 to 30 feet as the Central had excavated 
the shoreline parcel of land early on to 
make access to ships easier.

 
At the northern end of the 60th Street Yard one 
can see the high retaining wall that indicated 
the adequate grade separation between the 
Yard and the residential buildings above. 

History	  of	  the	  NYCRR’s	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
By	  Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  (Photos	  from	  Ron’s	  Collection	  unless	  Noted)	  
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It was but a few feet above the level of the 
Hudson River that doesn’t have a large 
tidal variation in the first place.  Though 
relayed out and modernized, it remained 
mostly intact escaping the real-estate 
barons’ wrath.  

The next portion of the Line, the one that is 
under consideration in this installment, is 
where there were the beginnings of the 
Lines greatest interaction with New York’s 
teaming, impatient, hustling, and hungry 
millions. The New York Central crossed 
their path incessantly.  And in the late 19th 
and early 20th century, an era of trust 
busting and anti-business sentiment, New 
Yorkers didn’t much care for the Centrals’ 
seeming arrogance for disrupting their 
lives. The other railroads transacted their 
business on the periphery of Manhattan. 
Only the Central charged down main 
streets and avenues blocking and creating 
delays in a purportedly dangerous 
fashion, Eleventh Avenue earning the 
sobriquet of “Death Avenue”.  

 
Some of the legendary congestion – here we see 
the daily chaos in front of the old St John’s 
Freight Terminal down on Varick Street. 

What is overlooked is that in the early 20th 
century across the United States more than 
20,000 grade crossing deaths occurred 
annually. Unfortunately the hue and cry 
was raised in the metropolitan areas, 
where daily newspapers had to be sold 
New York City newspapers were 
masterful practitioners of the art. What 
better way to get people to put their nickel 
down but a screaming headline: Mother 
and Child Mangled by Locomotive! 

This area is where all the transportation 
problems converged. There were basically 
three kinds of rail freight that came into 
the Port. The first was freight that was 
destined for use in the Port area and was 
delivered to waterside pier and freight 
houses, warehouses, team tracks, or 
various industrial users via spur tracks. 

 
A little further uptown, at the 30th Street Yard 
there was a greater mess caused by the 
interaction of teams, trucks, railroad cars, and 
full trains. 
 
The second type was interchange freight 
conveyed through the area in unbroken 
lading in railroad cars that was destined 
for other railroads. The third type was 
export freight destined for loading into 

History	  of	  the	  NYCRR’s	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  (Continued)	  
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ships bound for other domestic ports or 
foreign destinations. Early in the 20th 
century ninety percent of the berthing 
space for over 500 ships was in Manhattan, 
Brooklyn, and Staten Island and only 10% 
along the New Jersey shore. The whole 
system: local delivery, interchange, and 
trans shipment by the eleven Port 
railroads was generating 25,000 carloads a 
day on average, and 65,000 on peak days 
by the 1920s. The lack of planning and 
cooperation between the City and the 
Class One Railroads that entered the Port, 
including the Pennsylvania, the New York 
Central, the Erie, the DL&W, the Central 
Railroad of New Jersey, the Long Island, 
the New Haven, the O&W, the Leigh 
Valley, the Baltimore & Ohio, and 
Reading, was clearly evidenced here. 

 
Some of the 25,000 daily carloads parked in 
front of the businesses of the downtown “meat 
district”. The tracks in the street are empty at 
this moment. 
One major problem was that only the New 
York Central had a direct freight rail line 
into the City; the other railroads basically 
ended in New Jersey and faced the 
prospect of having to get their goods 
across the Hudson River to Manhattan, the 
freight’s ultimate destination. A vast 
system called “Lighterage” was instituted. 
This old nautical term meant lightening or 
removing the cargo from a ship (or in this 

case a railroad car) to transfer it elsewhere. 
This intricate, visually exciting process 
was accomplished by a vast fleet of 
railroad marine equipment that included 
unique interchange and transfer floats 
(long barges with tracks on their decks), 
deck and covered barges, stick lighters, 
and floating cranes.  All were unpowered 
vessels that needed to be moved around 
the harbor by a large fleet of about 146 
handsome, specially designed for railroad 
use, tugboats. There were also self-
powered vessels called express lighters 
that moved high priority freight including 
mail throughout the Port. By the 1920s the 
various railroads owned 389 car floats, 385 
floating derricks and stick lighters, 687 
covered barges (including both heated and 
refrigerated), and 62 other specialized 
barges such as oil barges and penned 
barges to move livestock across the River.   

 
A typical aerial view of the era captures the 
hustle and bustle around the piers and head 
houses. In the vicinity of Canal Street. We can 
see scores of vessels including covered barges, 
stick lighters, freighters, and on the extreme 
left, some railroad car floats. If one strains, 
numerous freight cars parked on West Street 
can be seen. 
 
Additionally the railroads had about 40 
Pier stations where water borne freight 
cars were unloaded, 75 lighterage piers, 
and 57 transfer bridges around the Port 

History	  of	  the	  NYCRR’s	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  (Continued)	  
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where freight cars were transferred on and 
off the floats. To equalize the costly 
burden of this vast system, especially to 
the railroads ending in New Jersey and 
neutralize the NY Central’s land 
connection advantage, the Port of New 
York was declared a “Free Lighterage” 
zone where in the railroads were not 
“allowed” to charge an extra tariff to move 
the goods around the Harbor within 
certain boundaries. The cost of handling a 
car load of freight between a New Jersey 
yard and a consignee in New York City 
was the same as getting that same carload 
between Pittsburg or Buffalo into a New 
Jersey yard. 

 
One of the Port railroad’s head houses and 
covered piers where the loaded car floats were 
brought daily to unload their cargos for 
distribution in the City. 
 
And so into this complicated system of 
shipment and transshipment of 
manufactured goods, getting daily 
foodstuffs including fresh meat, milk, and 
fruits and vegetables into the mouths of 
millions; tens of millions of pieces of mail; 
thousands of tons of coal daily and raw 
materials with which to build this 
metropolis, we have the New York Central 
Railroad exercising its permanent 
easement down the streets of Manhattan, 
blocking, congesting and in general 
irritating the real estate-centric City 

Fathers. No consideration was given to the 
benefit derived.  It is in this segment of the 
Line, where the tracks ran down busy 10th 
and 11th Avenues that the chaos that the 
trains caused became a civic “cause 
celebre”.  

This section was the first portion of the 
Line that passed directly in front of the 
concentration of finger piers and head 
houses that bristled along the shoreline in 
an unbroken procession from the Battery 
to 59th Street.  After the Civil War the piers 
were shifted from the crowded Lower East 
side to the Hudson River. The North River 
was wider and initially less congested and 
allowed the piers to increase in size 
(length) to keep pace with the longer and 
larger ships developing as the ships went 
from sail to steam and from wooden to 
steel construction. But the West Side 
quickly became more congested than the 
East Side had been. Economic growth 
during that time period was explosive.  

The Hudson River Railroad (one of the 
precursors to the New York Central) was 
completed between Albany and Chambers 
Street in downtown New York City. It ran 
almost exclusively on the east bank of the 
Hudson River. In 1869 Cornelius 
Vanderbilt merged the Harlem River 
Railroad with the Hudson River Railroad 
to form the New York Central Lines. When 
Vanderbilt constructed his railroad, the 
City’s development had not reached 
where his trains ran down the main 
thoroughfares of the West Side, i.e. Tenth, 
Eleventh and Twelfth Avenues. As 
development spread north and west, 
creating more piers and docks with the 
blocks surrounding them filling in with 
residences and manufacturing concerns, 
the congestion increased. Scores of ships 
tied up there daily to disgorge their cargo 
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and take on out bound goods, fuel, and 
stores.  Overnight there seemingly sprang 
up 25 railroad piers through which laden 
car floats daily brought hundreds of 
carloads of fresh produce to feed the 
population of New York City.  The 
Centrals traffic alone included 328 cars of 
fresh milk, 100 cars of express goods for 
the Railway Express Agency, and 1,000 
cars a day of other goods classified in the 
60th Street Yard destined for delivery to 
the 41st, 30th or 17th Street Yards or St. 
John’s Park Terminal or line side 
customers. 

 
A few of the hundreds of express milk cars 
that daily brought milk into the City. These 
cars are in the 60th Street Yard. 
One can begin to get an appreciation of 
what the congestion was. Limited to 
sequestered, nonpublic tracks north of 60th 
Street, it was in this section of the Line that 
the railroad spilled out into plain sight; so 
that the public really became aware of the 
inconveniences that the Railroad caused. 
The two major avenues, Tenth and 
Eleventh, were blocked constantly by an 
almost unbroken line of trains.  The City 
and the Railroad haggled for years. The 
City constantly revised laws governing the 
Railroad: limiting running speed to six 
miles per hour; requiring that each train be 
preceded by a flagman on horseback; 
mandating that steam engines be replaced 
by electric motive power long before it 
was possible to do so; limiting train length 
to 10 cars during the day and 20 cars at 

night; and on and on. One can imagine 
how just complying with the provision of 
limiting train length would work out; 
there would be three, 20 car trains 
traveling down the Line per hour. If it 
were 10 car trains there would be six per 
hour, 24 hours per day. The headway was 
horrible.  Nearly every new Mayor 
convened a panel to study the problem. 
Other railroads that had piers and yards 
would feign interest but never commit any 
money. It was the Central that was the 
main protagonist. A plan for a six-track 
freight tunnel from New Jersey under the 
Hudson, to be used by all railroads ending 
on the New York side with an 
underground tunnel delivery system (not 
unlike Chicago’s but to accommodate full 
size railcars), was also floated. One can 
still hear this plaintive threadbare 
proposal trotted out every election year 
today as trucks clog our thoroughfares 
and poison our air. Finally giant 
consolidated terminal freight warehouses 
throughout Manhattan and the other 
boroughs would be built to be served by 
all the railroads where goods would then 
be delivered locally by motor truck were 
proposed.  Inertia and cheapness prevailed 
and the problem continued.  

 As a quick aside, it is here we see the 
modern welfare system of government 
subsidy to the internal combustion 
vehicles and airline industries begin. Not a 
cent was given to the railroads to help 
solve this common municipal problem, but 
hundreds of millions of taxpayers’ dollars 
was used to construct the Holland Tunnel 
for vehicular traffic and public funds were 
also expended to develop Idlewild and 
LaGuardia airports. 
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An illustrated full-size cross section of the 
Holland Tunnel on display to educate the 
public. 
For twenty plus years the City and the NY 
Central Railroad were at an impasse. It 
wasn’t until 1929 that the Railroad and the 
City finally reached an agreement. The 
main provisions of the landmark plan 
were grouped into three geographic areas. 
To reiterate, the first area, the Upper West 
Side, with its grade crossing eliminations, 
electrification, and tunnel under a 
refurbished Riverside Park was covered in 
the first installment of this history. The 
second geographic area was to be from 
72nd Street to 30th Street. Although this 
area was only 40 blocks long, it was very 
developed and intricate. This history is 
treating it as three distinct areas: the first, 
which encompassed the main, expansive 
60th Street Yard which was to be relayed 
out and partially electrified, was already 
covered. The section between 59th Street 
and the throat of the 30th Street Yard 
where the tracks in the street were to be 
eliminated and installed in a wide open 
cut, approximately 20 to 30 feet below 
grade and also be electrified, is covered in 
this installment. The final plans for this 
middle portion were the refurbishment of 
30th Street Yard. The 30th Street Yard plans 
were the most extensive and complicated. 

 
A 1911 Bromley map showing the extensive 
30th Street Yard. Its main boundaries were 30th 
Street to 34th Street, between 10th ands 12th 
Avenues. An additional part which was the 
original Hudson River Railroad Depot was 
between 29th and 30th Streets and 9th and 10th 
Avenues.  Spurs and sidings not within these 
confines increased its size. 
 
First, was that the multi-part yard would 
be consolidated and relayed out; second, 
partially electrified; third, it be sunken 
below ground level so that the Railroad 
could develop the air rights over it as it 
had done at Grand Central; and fourth, it 
deed the south eastern plot of the yard to 
the US Post Office so that the Morgan 
Parcel Post Building could be built and 
finally, provide space for the ramp up to 
the southernmost portion of the Plan, the 
elevated section.  
 
The southern portion, that was between 
the 30th Street Yard and the new St John’s 
Park Terminal will be covered in future 
installments of this History. If one thought 
of the Line at all it probably was this 
southern most portion. It was highly 
visible.  It harkened to the future. It took 
advantage of something New Yorkers had 
long ago discovered: build up in the sky. A 
robust, yet graceful, elevated steel and 
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concrete viaduct 25 feet in the air traveled 
east along 30th Street then turned south 
between 10th and 11th Avenues. It made its 
way 40 odd blocks south to the new St. 
John’s Terminal Building. 

 
A section of the new Viaduct from 20th to 16th 
Street as it crosses 10th Avenue. The Merchants 
Refrigerator Company building is the large 
building in the background. 
 
To reiterate, it was in the second and third 
areas of this Agreement that there was the 
most work to be done. Granted the 
Riverside Park Tunnel and reconstruction 
was monumental, it paled in comparison 
to what had to be done in the lower end. 
The Railroad had to negotiate for the 
purchase of over 600 private parcels of real 
estate as well as make the owners whole 
for the numerous improvements (mostly 
buildings). Adjacent properties had to be 
retrofitted with retaining walls and new 
basements -- only then could a cut be dug 
and railroad construction begun.   

The construction in this segment however, 
began with legions of lawyers (some might 
say a plague of lawyers) not construction 
workers. The purchase and demolition of 
hundreds of buildings along the new 
proposed right of way had to be 
accomplished before a drill could be put to 
rock. It was rumored –- an early urban 
legend-- that some buildings would have 
access to the Line in subterranean 
basement sidings. The RH Macy Company 

building is the strongest evidence I have of 
such a circumstance actually happening. 
Basically, this portion of the Line was to be 
an unobstructed subterranean 
thoroughfare between the 60th and 30th 
Street Yards. That it might directly serve 
customers was a secondary consideration. 
After the buildings were demolished, the 
excavation for the open cut began.  

Another interesting digression here is that 
while the Railroad labored to eliminate its 
inconveniences to the City, the imperious, 
obstinate “master builder” and Parks 
Commissioner, Robert Moses, was busy 
constructing the elevated Miller Highway 
that blocked the brief access to the water 
that the Railroad’s improvements had 
created. 

 
The entrance ramp to the new West Side 
Highway, downtown at West and Spring 
Streets. The New York Central’s tracks run 
alongside of it on West Street. 
 
Using Federal and other municipal funds, 
his prejudice regarding railroads found 
outlet in being able to create conduits for 
motor vehicles that would cause more 
congestion and inconvenience than the 
trains had. As we know, these vehicles 
would also be responsible in large part for 
the diminution of the railroads’ 
importance and necessity. 
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The completed West Side Highway running 
over 12th Avenue in the late 1950s. The 
Railroad has been delegated to its land cut by 
this time. 
Map of this section of the Line. 

 
The solid black route line indicates the revised 
path of this section. 

Now that Ron has given us a good 
understanding of all that was involved 
with this vast project called The Open Cut, 
we hope you will join Ron and us for a 
continuation of this great story in the April 
2014 edition of the NYCentral Modeler. 

 

In Ron’s words, “A beautiful overview of the 
30th Street Yard”. 

“When I started this occasional history I 
thought that the 60th Street Yard with its 
extensive marine operations, and endless 
classification yard was the most interesting 
and vital Yard on the Line. I was blinded by 
my own prejudice to the importance and 
diversity of the 30th Street Yard. Actually the 
30th Street Yard was “down in the fray” in the 
middle of the congestion and was where more 
freight was transferred from and to the City’s 
population. Stay tuned!” 
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Your NYCSHS Modeler’s Committee had 
a spirited internal debate on MDT 
refrigerator car body colors several 
months ago. Unfortunately, nobody came 
up with official correspondence or paint 
diagrams to settle the matter.  And we had 
precious few color images to work from.  
So, imagine my surprise when, four 
minutes into the Sunday River 
Productions DVD, Lightening Stripers, I 
saw a yard conductor and brakeman 
conferring in front of a pristine MDT 
yellow (with a hint of orange) reefer.  I 
almost fell off my Schwinn Aire Dyne! 

Attempts to “swipe” a graphical still 
image for the Committee failed, so I called 
Sunday River who provided two good 
stills for our use.  Those conversations led 
to our “Collinwood Shop” being one of the 
few purveyors able to offer Sunday River 
videos at a discount.  So, before a 
shameless commercial appeal, let me 
describe what you get… 

Thanks to NYCSHS calendars, quarterly 
Central Headlights and this publication, we 
get still images of the NYC in its prime.  
Some are in color.  Now imagine 45 
minutes of high quality video, and almost 
all of it in color!  I am not talking about 
somebody’s old shaky 8mm home movies; 
this is professionally produced movie 
footage of typical NYC trains during the 
late 40s and early 50s.  By “typical” I mean 
footage of run of the mill, weathered 
trains, with only a few shots of pristine 
public relations runs.  Yes, this is file 

footage that New York Central’s Public 
Relations Department intended as filler to 
support its productions.  Most of these 
vintage scenes were never used.  Long 
time NYCSHS member Richard Nadel 
carefully saved these images for future 
generations. 

Lightening Stripers concentrates on 
diesels, but steam is not forgotten.  Steam, 
of all kinds, is the center of attention in 
Hudsons Along the Hudson.  Freight car 
historians take note; the camera does not 
shut off just after the locomotives roll past.  
You will be treated to lots of equipment in 
various shades of boxcar red, black, gray, 
and brighter reefer colors.  It’s like a 
Westerfield shopping center catalog 
coming to life, if you know what I mean.  
Did you ever wonder how to weather 
hopper interiors, gondolas or car roofs?  
You’ll get your eyes-full from overpass 
vantage points.  Most of the scenes are 
along the Hudson, Mohawk and Syracuse 
Divisions.  You will be able to pick out the 
auto, meat, perishable, and mixed freight 
blocks within the passing trains. 

The original prints were 16mm, so the 
image quality is excellent.  And Sunday 
River spared no expense in bringing us 
these images.  For the most part, I found 
only a few scenes with obviously dubbed 
sound.  So, if the sounds are not real, they 
certainly are well done.  

With the narration, the voice is pleasant, 
and there are long pauses while you enjoy 
the train sounds; BUT the image on the 
screen often has little to do with the 
narration. However, it is interesting “chit-
chat” so sit back, enjoy, and take the 
discussion with a grain of salt.  Besides 
work-a-day freights, you will see Dewitt’s 
hump yard in action: early 1940s 20th 
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Century Limited’s racing through scenic 
tunnels behind Dreyfuss Hudsons; about 
every streamlined train the Central fielded 
during daylight hours; commuter runs; 
Sharks, F’s, PA’s and C-Liners (oh my!); 
crews working; passengers boarding – in 
other words, another day in paradise 
along the New York Central! 

 

Lightening Stripers – diesels with steam 
not hiding in the background –- finishes 
with Aerotrain & Jet RDC scenes -- 45 min. 
-- DVD -- $27.96 for NYCSHS members; 
$34.95 non-members.  Shipping extra and 
Ohio residents add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
http://www.sundayriverproductions.com
/detail.aspx?id=88 

 

Hudsons Along the Hudson– all sorts of 
steam action, with some encroaching 
diesels –- 30 min. of bliss  
NYCSHS members $23.96; non-members 
$29.95. Shipping extra and Ohio residents 
add 8% Ohio sales tax. 
http://www.sundayriverproductions.com
/detail.aspx?id=18 

 

Niagaras and Mohawks – steam of all 
kinds, starting on the west end and 
migrating east – abt. 30 min. includes 
about 7 minutes of vintage CNJ and Erie 
action.  These 16mm rail fan movies are 
not quite up to the standards of the above 
two productions, but are still excellent.  
NYCSHS members $23.96; non-members 
$29.95. Shipping extra and Ohio residents 
add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

http://www.sundayriverproductions.com
/detail.aspx?id=30 

New York Central 3-Set – save money by 
purchasing all three of the above videos as 
a set. NYCSHS members $75.88; non-
members $94.85 and with free shipping for 
US customers.  Ohio residents add 8% 
Ohio sales tax. 

To enjoy these wonderful NYCS DVDs, go 
to our NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” and 
place your order.  Remember, this is the 
only place you can get a discount on these 
DVDs for just being a NYCSHS member.  
www.NYCSHS.net 
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MDT M-4 Woodside Reefers Coming 
Soon 

Order Now So You Don't Miss Out 
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Did you know that after about 1940 that the majority of MDT’s 14,000-car fleet was NOT 
white?  Roger Hinman’s 2011 “Merchant’s Despatch” book (Signature Press) makes this 
abundantly clear.  The NYCSHS answers this call with an HO model in two hues based on 
empirical photo evidence.  The “yellow” models are appropriate for 1943 though about 1952 
while the “yellow-orange” are intended for later eras. 

Accurail’s tooling is appropriate for “M4” cars constructed during the 1920’s with post 1936 
rebuilding that resulted in: 

·      Wood sides and ends 
·      Fishbelly underframes 
·      Four-foot door openings with three hinge doors 
·      Wooden door rests instead of an icing platform 
·      Murphy XLA metal roofs 
·      AB brakes 

The lettering and boxcar red roof and ends found on the earlier models is “softened” to assist 
those desiring to weather their models.  The 12,000 cars built to M4 specs represented 70% of 
MDT’s WWII fleet, tapering to 17% by 1955.  Hence, heavy weathering is appropriate for the 
steam to diesel transition era. 

If you want pristine ones, then order the later version with the more vivid yellow-orange sides, 
darker lettering and boxcar red roof and ends.  We have extra decals available to replace the 
printed car numbers on either set of cars so you can also add additional numbered cars to your 
fleet.  They go over the printed ones and cover them completely. 

These unique reefers are coming in early March 2014 so you need to pre-order them now.  The 
retail price is $25.00 each but only $20.00 each for NYCSHS members.   Order a pair and NYCSHS 
members’ price is $39.00 for two or order four at $75.00 for members. Shipping is extra and Ohio 
residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

These reefers will go very fast. We 
don't have a lot of them. Go to the 
NYCSHS online store and order 

yours today.  They will be shipped in 
February 2014 and we are taking 

your reservations now. 
 

Don't delay. Order today atwww.NYCSHS.net 
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Photo Section         
The Observation Car    

Scott Osterwell’s NYC N-scale Shelf Railroad 

 

Richard Feldman’s NYC Lake Division 

           

Richard Feldman’s N-scale layout is set in September 1961 and includes some pretty mammoth 
structures. We look for his article in the next issue. (Photo by Richard) 

  

Scott Osterwell just completed a small shelf railroad with a New York Central theme. Scott is also 
a large-scale modeler. (Photos by Scott) 
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Photo Section         
 

Ron Parisi’s NYC Stock Car 

 

This is one of two photos sent to us by Ron Parisi showing his scratchbuilt, lot 421s NYC RR stock 
car that received a Merit Award and Best Detailed/Weathered Model Award at the recent MER 
NMRA Convention in Rockville, MD. (Photo by Ron) 
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Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

Another Photo of Ron’s Award Winning Stock Car 

 

This car is yet another example of Ron Parisi’s many talents.  Not only does he write, but he also 
does award winning modeling. (Photo by Ron) 

Richard Teer’s Model Railroad 

 

 This is a shot of one of Richard’s locos running on his layout that suggests the later 1040’s on the 
Boston & Albany Railroad. We look forward to an article from Richard with more of his fine 
modeling. (Photo by Richard) 
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Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

Remember Larry Faulkner’s article in the last edition?  He has finished several of the Circuit Breaker 
Houses that he wrote about in the article and has shared them with us below.  Larry is a big fan of 
the NYC’s Electric Division and has been taking us along with him as he models many of the 
facilities found there.  Manuel Duran-Duran, Engineering Department Editor, draws the buildings 
and Larry models them for us. 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  How about a few of you O-, S-, 
and N-scale modelers getting in touch with us to send us an article or 
photos. 

We really do need your help to keep all of this going.  A lot of work is 
being done by very few members right now.  We have needs for 
articles and photos for this magazine.  We need additional members on 
the Modeling Committee.  We need some people to work with us on 
the Membership Committee.  I could use some help working on the 
NYCSHS Facebook page, the NYCSHS website, and the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group site. 

I know you are busy. We all are busy, but all it takes is a few hours a 
month to help us out.  People who are just as busy as you are doing all 
of this.  They just believe that the Society is a priority to them. 

Why not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that 
is really worthwhile.  Just do it!!! 

Watch the website www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we travel through the winter, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
April. 2014 edition.  You should be doing a lot more of model 
railroading during the winter months, and we know that you will be 
building models and running your railroads because you will be 
spending most of your time indoors. If you are building things for 
your railroad or running your trains, this would be a good time to take 
some photos and do an article for us.  Even if you don’t feel you can 
write an article, just send us some photos of your layout.  We need 
them for all of our publications, but to make the next one, send them to 
us by March 1, 2014.   

Are You Helping the NYCSHS Improve?  
   Preview Of 2nd 

Quarter 2014 
issue 

 

Victor Romans NYC 
Hudson Division, Albany to 
Tivoli is a wonderful model 

railroad with many 
interesting features. See it in 

the next issue. 

The next issue we promise an article 
and lots of photos from Victor 

Roman’s wonderful NYC layout. 

Also expect to the continuation of 
Ron Parisi’s excellent modeling 

series. Ron has been out of 
commission for a couple of months 
but we have him back now for this 

continuing series. 

 

 

Look for another 
building drawing 

from Manuel Duran-
Duran in the April 

2014 edition. 
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