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Dr. Randall Swanson, MD of Lakewood, NY, designed and was building a beautiful O-scale layout of 
the New York Central set in upstate New York. Unfortunately, he died unexpectedly last year before 
he could finish the layout.  Fortunately for us, his wife, Linda, wanted to preserve the layout in a way 
that would honor Randy and share it with other New York Central and model railroad people. In this 
article, a future article in the NYCentral Modeler, and an upcoming article in the next edition of the 
Central Headlight, we have the privilege of helping to preserve Randy’s memory and his vast interest 
in all things having to do with railroading.  (Continued on page 19) 
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New York Central System Historical Society 
 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 
Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. Only  

available to members, each 
issue contains a wealth of 
information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, and from the 
early days of Vanderbilt to 
the waning months of 
Young and Perlman, the 
Central Headlight covers it all. 
Our Annual Meetings are 
also an event not to be 
missed, focusing on the 
preservation of New York 
Central railroad history with 
informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! 

 

Board of Directors 

R.J. Barrett, C.J. Beargie, P.T. 
Carver, J. Epperson, T.R. 
Gerbracht, J. Hands, S.H. 
Lustig, R.C. Schiring, D. 
Simonaitis, R.L. Stoving, J.C. 
Suhs, N.F. Widdifield 

Directors Emeriti: A.K. Bush, 
J.W. Mills, J.P. Quinlivan 
(Founder) 

Editor:              Noel Widdifield 

Asst. Editors:  Tom Bailey 

  John Martin 

Proof Editor Julie Sanders 

Associate Editor   Jim Benedict 

The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee    

Last year following the 2011 NYCSHS Convention, the Board of Directors came up with the idea of 
having an official committee that would focus on modeling the NYCS.  We asked for volunteers 
among the members and selected a group to work on this effort. 

The members of the committee are: Ron Parisi, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, Pat Livingston, Ralph 
Schiring, Tom Ball, Jeff English, Noel Widdifield, Dave Staplin and Rich Stoving.  

Since then we have set up a Yahoo Group for the committee and had a meeting a month to work on 
several projects.  We started this magazine, added a considerable amount of reference material to the 
NYCSHS Members Yahoo Group files section, found speakers on modeling for the 2013 Convention, 
and created a CD with materials on staffing a booth at train or model shows. 

We are working on several other interesting projects that we will be revealing soon, but if you have 
some ideas for us, contact us at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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 On a beastly hot day in August, I descended to my relatively cool basement to watch an HO-scale 
version of the 20th Century Limited trundle around the layout.  I’d recently acquired one of The Coach 
Yard’s beautiful Valley-series observation cars, and as I watched it disappear around a curve I 
observed that it was being tailed, albeit in a most erratic manner, by a wasp. 

Since I’m not especially allergic to bee or wasp stings, I continued in my train-watching bliss until I 
noticed that there were in fact two wasps zooming around the basement at what was probably close 
to scale warp speed.  It was time for the fly swatter.  

I nailed one of the little kamikazes, but only after discovering that there were quite a few wasps in the 
basement.  Noting the probable location of their entrance, I left the passengers on the Century 
stranded in a tunnel and went outdoors to investigate.  Jeepers!  Dozens of the critters were flying in 
a holding pattern, waiting for a tour of my layout.  One sting was enough.  It was time now for a 
professional. 

In due time Chad the Ehrlich Man arrived, and we had a happy time sealing up the holes – yes there 
was more than one – while defending ourselves against some very determined invaders.  “They will 
ultimately die down here,” he said, “but it might be a bit unpleasant until they do.”  A day later 
things were back to normal, and I rescued my stranded passengers. 

I guess most model railroaders can tell tales of pest invasions.   I recall actually chasing a big black 
bug down the main with a Niagara.  For some reason, he just stayed in the gauge, refusing to get out 
of the way.  And something much bigger than a bug took down a station fence at Manitou a few 
years ago, making off with a waiting passenger.  There was also the time that I sucked up a mouse 
with a Shop Vac.  This wasn’t actually in the basement, but the Shop Vac tank was full of plaster dust 
from an extensive rock-carving episode.  I didn’t want the mouse crawling back out of the hose, so 
Nancy and I took the vacuum, hose and all, outdoors to dump it at the fringe of our property.  Out 
came the plaster dust and a very startled plaster-white mouse who looked around in amazement at 
this entirely new environment and then hightailed it for parts unknown.   

 

       

Richard L. Stoving,  
President, NYCSHS  

stoving@ptd.net 
 

 

                              Critters      By President  R. L.  Stoving 

New York Central, Hudson Division, west of Cold Spring, NY.  #25 is westbound 
1936 20th Century Limited on track 1, heading away from camera and New York 
City. #26 is eastbound 1948 20th Century Limited on track 2, heading toward camera 
and New York City.  Scale is HO; Niagara on #26 is Key, Obs. on #25 is The Coach 
Yard.  Rich says,  “ I break the rules every now and then, just because I want to.  
Last night I had my 1936 version of #25 running around track 1, while my 1948 
version of #26 met it time and again on track 2.  Let's never forget that model 
railroading should be fun!” (Photo by Rich) 
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From	  the	  Cab	  	  

I really love editing this publication.  It is so 
enjoyable talking with the people who contribute 
the articles and seeing some of the wonderful things 
people do to model the NYCS. 

A good example is the article by Paul Pickhard.  He 
saw that I was looking for modeling in scales other 
than the more traditional HO & O and contacted me 
to tell me about some TT models that had belonged 
to his father.  Then I found out that his dad had 
worked for the railroad and that Paul was a graphic 
artist.  Now Paul is helping us with several 
NYCSHS projects. 

As I read the seven model railroad and railroad 
magazines that I receive each month, I search for 
articles on the NYCS and for NYCS modelers. When 
I see one, I contact the individual about doing an 
article for us, and they almost always agree. 

Our Society is doing so many interesting things 
right now and we can always use more people to 
help.  Look at the appeal for volunteers on page 52 
and give yourself the pleasure of getting involved 
with us by volunteering your help.  We need more 
volunteers and we need many articles to be 
successful. 

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

I	  look	  forward	  to	  future	  editions	  and	  your	  comments.
	   	   Thanks,	  Noel	  

The	  NYCentral	  Modeler	  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the 
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – all rights 
reserved. It may be reproduced for personal 
use only. It is not for sale. 

Articles and photos submitted for publication 
are encouraged.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted for 
publication. 

Please contact the editor for information and 
guidelines for submission.  We have a style 
guide to be used for all articles and this will 
be sent to any aspiring author.  Photos should 
be submitted at not less than 640 X 480 pixels 
and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements 
and opinions made are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all 
information is technically correct, but do not 
guarantee it for accuracy.  All articles and 
photos should be sent to: 

 NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

	  

	  

NYCSHS	  Publications	  and	  Information	  
NYCSHS	  Central	  Headlight:	  	  R.	  L.	  Stoving	  stoving@pdt.net	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHS	  Books:	  www.nycshs.org	  

NYCSHS	  Website:	  www.nycshs.org	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHS	  NYCentral	  Modeler:	  Noel	  Widdifield	  NYCBigFour@comcast.net	  

NYC	  Drawings:	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  trg6000@roadrunner.com	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYC	  Passenger	  Cars:	  	  Dave	  Mackay	  mackdave@optimum.net	  
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New York Central Extra Board 
Read About Our Authors 

Randall L. Swanson, MD   “Dr. Randall Swanson’s O-Scale Layout” - Page 1                   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Alan Bell “Modeling the New York Central Employee Timetable No. 69” – Page 36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title Photo (Below) “Engine Crew 
Dispatcher Springfield, [Ohio] 3-22-50” 
NYC Photo NYCSHS Collection 

This is Alan’s second article in the NYCentral Modeler.  In the last edition, 
Alan shared with us his “Modeling the New York Central in Albany.”  Alan 
grew up in New York state and in Vermont and never witnessed the NYC 
in action; but has been a fan for a long time.  

The purchase of a ¾”-scale live steam Hudson kit began Alan’s researching 
of the New York Central.    Completion of an addition paved the way for 
basement rights and the start of a serious HO-scale model railroad.  The 
operational complexities of Albany Hill, the modeling challenges of 
Albany’s Union Station, Rensselaer engine facilities, West Albany shops, 
and Hudson River scenery led Alan to select this portion of the New York 

Randy Swanson grew up and went to school in Jamestown, NY.  He 
excelled in swimming at the YMCA and at Jamestown High School.  
He was an Eagle Scout and graduated magna cum laude from 
Colgate University.  He then graduated from the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine and completed residency in 
orthopaedic surgery.  He returned to Jamestown and established a 

successful practice.  He was a local history buff, an avid railfan and a member of the NYCSHS, 
Penn-York, and Independent Railroad Clubs.  As a model railroader, he won several national 
awards for his scratchbuilt O-scale structures.  He was a talented carpenter, woodworker, and 
landscaper.  He restored his 1870’s home and the historic New York Central Railroad Station in 
Westfield, NY.  He passed away on July 18, 2011, and is survived by his wife, Linda, his 
daughter, Christine, and son, Peter.  Linda requested that we do something to preserve the 
memory of his skills as a model railroader.  In order to do that, we are featuring his O-scale 
layout in this and the next edition, and in the next edition of the Central Headlight.   

Central to model.  Alan has been a member of the New York Central Historical Society since 
2002.  Alan’s photo above by Esther Bell.) 
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New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Paul Pickard “Modeling the NYC in TT-Scale  - Page 26 

      Paul is the son of a thirty-six year New York Central trainman.  As a 
little kid he accompanied his dad to the Collinwood yards meeting 
real characters such as “Cookie” and the crew caller “Bananas.”  As 
he got older he went with his dad on a few runs from Collinwood to 
Buffalo, including his retirement run in December of 1976.  His real 
love is the steam era and especially the locomotives and all the 
technology surrounding them, including the manufacturing 
technology.   

Paul first studied mechanical engineering, but after differential equations he switched to 
industrial design. He earned his Masters of Industrial Design from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, 
and completed the bulk of the coursework in Michigan Technological University’s Industrial 
Archaeology.  He owned his own company doing model making, prototyping and metal 
fabrication and currently has his own company doing design and fabrication of interactive 
exhibits for science and history museums.  If you have been to the Franklin Institute, the 
NASCAR Hall Of Fame or the Harley Davidson Museum you may have seen his work.   He also 
worked at Princeton University and the University of New Mexico physics lab machine shops. 

He has made a lot of false starts with small scale modeling, in just about every scale and 
has a collection of N-scale rolling stock and locomotives for a someday layout.   The layout will 
be the New York Central in the Ashtabula area where his dad lived and worked out of for many 
years.  Castings and drawings, for a ¾”-scale live steam Hudson wait on the bench. 

Tony Lucie “Kitbashing a NYC FlexFlo Covered Hopper” - Page 55 

"Tony Lucio grew up just two blocks from the Belt Railway of 
Chicago’s Clearing Yard hump tower, in a neighborhood "donut hole" 
literally surrounded by the BRC mainline.   Happily, this afforded 
seeing nearly everything every railroad interchanged in the 80’s and 
90’s.   Somewhat less happily, it also meant that choosing one 
prototype to model would be impossible. Proto-freelancing provided 
the answer, so his HO Saint Canard Midland was born.   One day he 

found himself deciphering AHM’s classic Flexi-Flo model.   An online photo inspired the 
kitbashing project, which he shares here.   A misguided affection for older toy HO finds Tyco 
models beside his award-winning models, proving model railroading is a hobby of contrasts! He 
lives in Frankfort, KY, with his wife and two young daughters who share and indulge his 
distractions.   He has custom-painted models and other projects on his personal website, appeared 
in Scale Rails, edited the NMRA MCR Div. 10 newsletter, and currently writes for Model Railroad 
News.  He works in information technology for the KY court system.    He enjoys cars, biking, 
photography, and fixing “all manner of old useless junk” - which might explain the Tyco thing. 
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Modeling News Updates 

• For those of you who want a New 
York Central paint scheme for current 
era modeling, both Athearn and MTH 
will have HO models of the NS/NYC 
Heritage SD70ACe available shortly.  
The MTH model will have Proto 
Sound 3.0, DCS, and DCC.  It should 
be available by late December.  The 
Athearn model will have DCC, and 
sound.  It should be available in late 
September.  MTH will also have this 
engine available as a 3-Rail O-Scale 
model with Proto Sound in late 
December as well. (See page 8.) 

• The Coach Yard’s HO 1935 Twentieth 
Century Limited trainsets and 
supplemental cars have all been 
distributed to dealers as of August 22.  
Railway Classics project for this same 
train is now on hold. 

• Walther’s HO 60 Ft. Auto Parts Boxcar 
in Jade Green is now in stock. 

• MTH is advising they will have an HO 
PLE Offset Quad Hopper with the 
NYC System logo in boxcar red by late 
October.  Also from MTH in 3-Rail O-
Scale, there will be a Gondola with 
Pipe Load by late November.  They are 
also indicating a 3-Rail O-Scale 47 Ft. 
TTX Heavy-Duty Flatcar with 
transformer in Jade Green is available 
by special order. 
 

 

 

• Micro Trains Z-Scale 50 FT. Standard 
Single-Door Boxcar in Jade Green is 
now in stock. 

• Bluford Shops will have an N-Scale 
Steel Transfer Caboose with Running 
Board in Jade Green this winter. 

• BLI will have an HO Stockcar with 
Sound by late November 2013.  
Preorder by February 4, 2013.  They are 
also advertising HO J-1D and J-1E 
Hudsons for December availability.  
The J-1D versions will include both 
Roman and Gothic lettering, as well as 
MC NYC Lines lettering.  PT Tender 
versions will also be available.  The J-
1E’s will be available with Gothic 
lettering, THB No. 502, and unlettered. 
(See page 8.) 

• Atlas will have an HO Heavyweight 
Single-Window Coach in Dark Green 
by late December. (See Page 12.) 

• Trainman will have an N-Scale PLE 50 
Ft. Flatcar with Stakes in Jade Green by 
the end of December. (See page 10.) 

• Intermountain Railway Co. is 
expecting a 70-ton Bulkhead Flatcar in 
Boxcar Red by the end of January 2013. 

• Walters’ N-Scale 0-8-0 covered in the 
last NYCentral Modeler has been 
cancelled. No further info is available. 
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Noel Widdifield provided all of the information from this page 
and the following six pages for “What’s New for NYCS 
Modeling.” 

Modern Locomotives 

 

July 4, 2012 - M.T.H. Electric Trains has 
announced the remaining Norfolk Southern 
Heritage Series diesel locomotives that will 
make up the entire NS Heritage Series 
roster. The locomotive series will be 
featured in M.T.H.'s Premier Line O-Scale 
SD70ACe and ES44 locomotives and 
RailKing Imperial O-Gauge SD70ACe 
locomotives.  In addition to the Premier and 
RailKing releases, M.T.H. HO-Scale 
SD70ACe locomotives featuring the same 
Norfolk Southern Heritage paint schemes. 

O-Scale Features: 

- Intricately Detailed ABS Body 

- Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 

- Colorful Paint Scheme 

- Metal Chassis 

- Metal Handrails and Decorative Horn 

- (2) Cab Figures 

 

 

- Moveable Roof Fan Blades 

- Metal Body Side Grills 

- Directionally Controlled Headlights 

- Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 

- (2) Precision Flywheel Equipped Motors 

- Locomotive Speed Control In Scale 

MPH Increments 

- Lighted Cab Interior 

- Illuminated Number Boards 

- Lighted Marker Lights 

- Operating Ditch Lights 

- Operating Smoke Unit 

- Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion 

Capable 

- Kadee Compatible Coupler Mounting Pads 

- Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital 

-  Proto-Effects 

HO-Scale Features: 

- Intricately Detailed ABS Body 

- Authentic Paint Scheme & Cab Numbers 

- Detailed Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 

- Die-Cast Metal Chassis 

- Detachable Scale Snow Plow 

- (2) Cab Figures 

- Directionally Controlled Headlights 

- RP-25 Metal Wheels Mounted On 

Metal Axles 

- Powerful 5-Pole Precision Flywheel 

Equipped Motor** 

- Locomotive Speed Control in Scale 

MPH Increments 

- Lighted Cab Interior 

- Illuminated Number Boards 

- Lighted Marker Lights 

- Operating Ditch Lights 

- (2) NEM Couplers 

- On-Board DCC Receiver 

- Operates On Code 70, 83, & 100 Rail Curves 

www.mthtrains.com 
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Athearn Heritage Series HO scale 
locomotives  
Electro-Motive Division SD70ACe diesel 
locomotive in Norfolk Southern heritage 
schemes. New York Central; Norfolk Penn 
Central. New m.u. receptacles, 
turbocharger compartment doors on long 
hood, and late inverter cabinet. Direct 
current model, $199.98; with SoundTraxx 
Digital Command Control sound decoder, 
$299.98. Summer-fall 2013. Genesis series. 
Athearn Trains, 310-763-7140, 
www.athearn.com 

Atlas HO RS-11 

 

Features:  

• Full pilots 
• AccuMate® couplers 
• Golden-white LEDs 
• Separate handrails and side sill 
• Correct wheelbase 

• Available DCC Ready & DCC 
Equipped 

• AccuMate® couplers are made 
under license from AccuRail, Inc. 

• MSRP $124.95  Shipping Aug. 2012 

www.atlasrr.com 

 
 

Athearn HO Genesis GP-9

 

Specifications 

DCC: Equipped 
SOUND: Equipped 

PROTOTYPE 
MANUFACTURER: 

Electro Motive 
Division 

COUPLER STYLE: McHenry Scale 
Knuckle 

 Come with and without Torpedo Tubes  
MSRP $289.98 

 

Bachmann HO F-7s 

Electro-Motive Division F7A and F7B diesel 
locomotives. New York Central (lightning 
stripe) Die-cast metal chassis, separately 
applied windshield wipers, and Bloomberg 
trucks. Features SoundTraxx Sound Value 
sound decoder. $169 each. December 2012. 
Ready-to-run. Bachmann, 215-533-1600, 
www.bachmanntrains.com 

 
No NYC photos available from Bachmann. 
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Proto 1000 

 

The new Walthers Proto 1000 Budd Rail 
Diesel Cars have finally arrived and look 
great in their new Real Metal Finish. These 
units are being stocked and soon back orders 
will begin shipping out. However, due to 
production difficulties, 5 SKUs are being 
canceled. This affects the Central of New 
Jersey RDC-1s as well as the New York 
Central RDC-2 and RDC-3s. 

All back orders on the following SKUs will 
be cancelled: 
920-35305 – Budd RDC-2 – NYC #M-480 
920-35353 – Budd RDC-3 – NYC #M-497 
920-35354 – Budd RDC-3 – NYC #M-498 

The NYC RDC-1s (920-35258 and 920-35259) 
were produced and are now available.  

New York Central M-450 
Walthers Part # 920-35258,  
HO scale, $139.98, currently in stock at 
Walthers 
www.walthers.com/exec/page/proto 

BLI-2580 NYC J1d Hudson 4-6-4, 
#5291,5391,5344,5316,5320,5342, 5331, 
Unlettered, MC 8221,8224, RH&B 502, w/ 
PT-4 Tender, Lettering, Paragon2 
Sound/DC/DCC, HO 

These DC and DCC-Sound equipped 
locomotives feature the ALL-NEW Paragon2 
sound and control system. 

 

• ALL-NEW Paragon2 Sound & Control 
System  

• Synchronized PUFFING SMOKE with 
Chuff Sound 

• Variable Puffing Smoke Intensity and 
Timing 

• Integral DCC Decoder with Back EMF 
for Industry Best Slow Speed Operation 
in DC and DCC  

• Precision Drive Mechanism engineered 
for continuous heavy-load towing and 
smooth slow speed operation  

• 5-Pole Can Motor with Skew Wound 
Armature  

• Premium Caliber Painting with 
Authentic Paint Schemes  

• Prototypical Light Operation with 
Golden White LED Headlight, Rear 
Light 

• Factory Installed Engineer and Fireman 
Figures          www.broadway-limited.com 

HO Rolling Stock 

• M.T.H. Electric Trains is releasing 24 
new freight cars in our Ready-to-Rail 
series of HO rolling stock. M.T.H. 
Authorized Retailers will begin 
accepting orders for these cars this 
week. Order deadline was July 28, 
2012. 

• Item No. 85-74086 New York Central 
40' PS-1 Box Car (Cab No. 174362)  

• Item No. 85-74087 New York Central 
40' PS-1 Box Car (Cab No. 174368)  
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
70-Ton Mill Gondola 

 
Product Number: 80-72008  

M.S.R.P. $18.95  

Ready 2 RailT provides the superior quality and 
detailing coupled with a competitive price point for the 
entry-level HO hobbyist. These cars offer the same 
construction and body detailing as their more 
expensive counterparts but designed for the budget-
minded model railroader.  

· Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body 

· Metal Wheels and Axles 

· Decorative Brake Wheels 

· 1:87 Scale Dimensions 

· Kadee Compatible Couplers 

· Detailed Undercarriage 

· Detailed 4-Wheel Trucks  

· Unit Measures: 8" x 1 7/16" x 1 1/16"  

70-Ton Quad Hopper 

 
Features  

· Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body 

· Metal Wheels and Axles 

· Decorative Brake Wheels 

· Kadee Compatible Couplers 

· Detailed Undercarriage 

· Detailed 4-Wheel Trucks  

· Unit Measures: 6 1/4" x 1 3/8" x 1 7/16"  

· Operates On 18" Radius Curves  

www.mthtrains.com 

 

Item No. 85-74088 New York Central 40' 
PS-1 Box Car (Cab No. 174375)

Item No. 85-74072 & 85-74072 Pittsburgh 
& Lake Erie 40' PS-1 Box Cars 

Item No. 85-78036 Merchants Dispatch 
40' Steel Reefer Car (Cab No. 13036)  

Item No. 85-78037 Merchants Dispatch 
40' Steel Reefer Car (Cab No. 13027)  

Item No. 85-78038 Merchants Dispatch 
40' Steel Reefer Car (Cab No. 13020) 
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Atlas HO Trainman Bulkhead Flat 
Car (IHB) 

 

This new model of the Indiana Belt Railroad 
flat car is based on its real life counterpart 
that is used in general service throughout 
the United States and Canada for 
transporting sheet steel, packaged lumber, 
small and large diameter pipes, structural 
steel (channel and I-beams), reinforcing bar 
(rebar), and special loads of various shapes.  

Features:  

• Side stake pockets 
• Simulated tie-loops 
• Fishbelly center-sill  
• Prototypical pull-plates and lift rings. 

Flat Car MSRP: $19.95 Bulkhead Flat Car 
MSRP: $21.95 Undecorated MSRP: $15.95 
Estimated Delivery: 3rd Quarter 2012 

Trainman N Scale PLE 50 Ft. Flatcar with 
Stakes in Jade Green  # 606 & 625 38205 & 
38206 

 

Flat Car MSRP $12.95 (Shown in PC)        
Estimated Delivery: 4th Quarter 2012.  

Atlas HO Single Window 
Heavyweight Coaches 

 

The prototype for this single window model 
was built by Pullman, ACF, Standard Steel 
and others for the New York Central System.  

• Full interior detailing 
• Scale operating diaphragms 
• Full, separately applied underbody 

detail (brake piping, steam traps, brake 
rigging, etc.) 

• Scale window glass 
• Detailed trucks with free-rolling metal 

wheels 
• Recommend 24” Radius Minimum 
• AccuMate® couplers 

MSRP $64.95  Expected Delivery 4th Quarter 
2012 www.atlasrr.com 

MTH HO Empire State Passenger Sets 
Ship Sep 19  http://www.mthtrains.com/news/505 

 

 

Decals  Highball Graphics 

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 50’ Boxcars built by 
NYC Despatch Shops in HO (F-303), N (FN-
303), and O (IMO-099) 

All decals are MSRP $7.00 (HO), $6.00 (N), 
and $14.00 (O). 

www.highballgraphics.com 
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         

 

 

S-Scale River Raisin  
NYC USRA 0-6-0 Brass Switcher 

 
These imported brass locomotives come in 
factory painted and lettered and no lettering 
in both Scale and Hi Rail versions with a 
clear vision tender. Each sells for $1399 and 
are currently available. 

 http://www.riverraisinmodels.com/ 

In the past they have released NYC Baldwin 
Sharknose RF16’s and NYC H10a Mikados.  
They also sell some Pre-Owned models on 
their website. 

S Helper Acquired by MTH 

S Helper is selling what remains of their 
rolling stock after the acquisition.  Their 
website lists a NYC USRA Covered Hopper 
as one of the remaining items. 

 
Stock Numbers 01862 & 01863.  Road 
numbers 880040 & 880044 Price $44.95 
www.mthtrains.com 

 

N-Scale 

Centralia Car Shops 2-1-1 Observation - 
Buffet 

 

N-scale release from Centralia Car Shops. This 
model is decorated with the NYC 20th 
Century Limited two-tone gray scheme, with 
the narrow striping in the window band, and 
black roof. The laser sharp striping is silver. 
The new car is tooled with interior details and 
lights. The car is equipped with Micro-
Trains® trucks and couplers. 

01 Genesee River 02 Wabash River MSRP 
$49.95 

www.intermountain-railway.com 

O-Scale 

MTH O-Scale 

Pittsburgh McKeesport & Youghiogheny 34’ 
Boxcar 

 

Item No. 30-74709 Pittsburgh McKeesport & 
Youghiogheny 34' Box Car (19th Century) 
 MSRP: $44.95 Anticipated Delivery: Dec. 2012 
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
 

 

Merchants Dispatch 34’ Boxcar 

 
No. 30-74710 Merchants Dispatch 34' Box 
Car (19th Century)  MSRP: $44.95 
Anticipated Delivery: Dec. 2012 

MTH RailKing Bay O Scale Window 
Caboose 

 

Caboose # 21514  
Product Number: 30-77208  MSRP $59.95 

· Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body 
· Metal Wheels and Axles 
· Caboose Interiors With Overhead Lighting 
· Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks 
· Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers 
· Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes 
· Decorative Brake Wheels 
· Separate Metal Handrails 
· Fast-Angle Wheel Sets 
 

Cancellations: 
  Walthers N-Scale 
USRA 0-8-0 929-70007 # 7818 & 929-
70010 #7741 cancelled due to lack of 
interest and pre-orders. 

PLERRHS Club Car Ex-UP Montour RR 
Caboose 

 

HO version shipping now. $49.95  

N-scale version ships in Dec. 2012. $29.95 

http://www.plerrhs.org/ 

 

GP7 564) is at Bellefontaine, OH, on DSL-1, April 
1953.  2nd unit is 5636. (Photo by Jeremy Taylor, 
NYCSHS Collection) 
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         

NYC Books 

New York Central Freight Car Folio 
Diagrams of the NYC RR 1938 Revised 
1944     

 

78 pages Softcover   $ 29.50 

This book reproduces drawings of New York 
Central Freight cars from 1938. Included are 
boxcars, flat cars, gondolas, container cars, 
hoppers and stock cars.  

New York Central Railroad Stations & 
Structures Pictorial, Vol.  2 

 

York Central stations & structures are shown 
in photographs and drawings. Hard Cover. 

Author: Benjamin L. Bernhart 
Publisher: Outer Station Project 
Pages: 128  

Price: $27.95  

Trackside Around Detroit and 
Windsor, 1943 – 1976 Emery Gulash 

 
The Michigan Central main line Ann Arbor 
through Windsor, from Hudsons along the 
Huron River through the latter day tenants of 
the Detroit River Tunnel, and the last days of 
Grand Trunk Western steam in the suburban 
zone. Hard cover. 

Author: Jerry A. Pinkepank 
Publisher: Morning Sun Books 
Pages: 128  

List Price: $59.95 

                        

This volume begins 
where Volume 1 
ended - the west 
portal of the 
Weehawken Tunnel. 
The structures found 
on the 56.68 miles of 
railroad along the 
west shore of the 
Hudson River to 
Newburgh, NY are 
covered. The New 
York Central 
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Magazine Articles about the NYCS 

Trains August 2012, Page 15 

“That Commodore Vanderbilt Feeling” 
Commentary by Fred W. Frailey 

In this article Fred asks, “What remains of 
that magnificent railroad in upstate New 
York?  And then he answers with, “More 
than you may imagine.” 

Fred tells of a trip he took across upstate 
New York and his surprise at finding some 
of the Four Track Mainline of the Water 
Level Route still intact under CSX.  It is an 
interesting one-page article that traces some 
of the history of the New York Central and 
tells short sentences about some of its 
famous leaders.  He also tells us a little about 
that section of track between Albany and 
Buffalo. 

Trains September 2012, Page 12 

“The Englewood Ghost Are Watching” 
Commentary by Don Phillips. The photo at 
the lead of this article is of the New York 
Central’s 20th Century Limited and the PRR’s 
Broadway Limited racing each other east from 
Englewood to Gary, Indiana, in the 1930’s.  
In this photo the Broadway Limited is leading 
the race by a hair. Must be a PRR publicity 
photo.  That would never have happened in 
real life.   

Railroad Model Craftsman, July 2012 
page 42 

“Operations on the NYCW&B”, by Dick 
Karnes. 

Dick offers a look at his S-scale fictional  

 

 

 

“East Coast” layout and the article includes 
some shots of NYC models that interchange 
with his well done railroad.  The New York, 
Westchester & Boston heavy-electric railroad 
was purchased by the New Haven, in the 
1920’s but Dick pretends that the railroad 
met its goal of connecting New York City 
and Boston, thereby reducing parts of the 
New Haven and causing the New York 
Central to obtain trackage rights on the 
NYW&B between Springfield and Boston.  
All of this allows Dick to host electric, steam, 
and diesel locos on his layout.  Photos show 
glimpses of NYC power and rolling stock in 
the article. 

Model Railroader, September 2012, 
page 48 

Terry Thompson’s article, “Compact Staging 
Adds Variety to Your Operations,” shows a 
NYC Makado switching cars on Terry’s 
layout.  The article illustrates how a manual 
traversing staging yard can be built in an 
afternoon. 

Classic Trains, Fall 2012,  page 9 

“Norfolk Summer!” This photo coverage 
includes a host of the NS #1066 in NYC 
Lightning Stripe livery.  The page also 
contains an ad for a Kalmbach Publishing 
Co. special publication with a history and 
photo coverage of the 20 Heritage Power 
units riding on NS rails this year. 
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Magazine Articles about the NYCS 
(Continued) 

Classic Trains, Fall 2012, page 38 

“A Train for CEO’s” by Kevin P. Keefe is the 
story of the NYC/Michigan Central’s 
Twilight Limited’s runs from Chicago to 
Detroit.  The train boosted parlor car service 
and was targeted at businessmen of the era.  
It was a luxury train without sleeping cars, 
but in its day it was compared favorably 
with the 20th Century Limited.  It is an 
interesting read for those unfamiliar with 
this classic train.  The article also has lots of 
great photos of NYC locos and passenger 
cars. 

First Fastest, Autumn 2012, page 28 

This publication is of the Shore Line 
Interurban Historical Society and primarily 
features the Interurban lines found in the 
Midwest, but this issue included an article 
titled “Towering Adventures – Part 6” by 
Richard R. Gill that featured two photos of 
NYC locomotives. They were of the NYC 
train #8, The Wolverine with one of the 
Mohawk 4-8-2’s coming into Kensington on 
the MC tracks.  The second shot is of the 2449 
stopped at the depot in Kensington. 

Letters to the Editor 

Sam Shumaker emailed: “Can you tell more 
about Poughkeepsie? Is the Hotel trackside? How 
far is it from Grand Central? If Amtrak has a 
scheduled train then we want to ride it from 
Cleveland.” 
Dick Barrett, NYCSHS Director & 2013 
Convention Chair answers: “Information on 

 

the Program and Activities of the planned 
2013 NYCSHS Convention can be found on 
the Society Web Site under the title 
‘Convention’. 

“The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel is not track 
side. It is about 12 blocks up the hill from the 
Poughkeepsie Railroad Station and is 
serviced by a trolley/bus from the Grand 
Hotel. 
   
“Amtrak's ‘Lake Shore Limited’ from 
Chicago/Cleveland/New York City stops at 
the Poughkeepsie Station daily traveling 
both east and west. 
 
 “I would suggest that you check Amtrak's 
Winter/Spring Schedule next year for exact 
times of departure and arrival. 
  
“I hope this information is of some help. 
Looking forward to seeing you at the 2013   
Convention.” 
 
Dan Seligmann Emailed: “I have recently 
found the modeler section of the society website 
and really enjoy the articles. I am a N-Scale 
Modeler who has for some time been planning a 
layout based on the old upper Harlem line and 
West Side Freight line. I really enjoyed the 
articles on the West Side Line by Ron Parisi and 
it has been motivating me to complete the layout 
plans. 
 
“I also read the articles on Harmon Towers by 
Larry Faulkner. As a young civil engineer 
working for a geotechnical engineering firm in 
NYC, I spent some time at the Harmon Yards in 
the early 1990's and worked on HM Tower for 
Metro North. Being a New York Central fan I 
kept a copy of the original plans for HM tower 
that we used for our repair study. If Larry is 
interested please forward him my email address 
and I can arrange to send him a copy. “ 
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Letters to the Editor (Continued) 

Noel Widdifield, NYCentral Editor answers: 
“Great to hear from you.  I have forwarded 
your email to Larry and I am sure you will 
hear from him. 
“I am also happy you like the NYCentral 
Modeler and Ron's articles.   
“I will check to see if we have drawings of 
the float bridges and get back to you. 
 “If you are planning a layout, we would be 
interested in following you through with 
pictures and articles.  If you would be 
interested let me know and I will send you 
some materials about writing articles for us.” 

Peter Keller Emailed: “I just read the great 
article on the West Side Line in the NYC 
Modeler. Will there be any print copy of Ron 
Parisi’s series of articles available in the future? 
Perhaps in the Headlight or just some kind of 
reprint? This one contains a lot of information 
and photos that I had been unable to find before. 
Actually this article seems to be better suited to 
the Headlight.” 

Rich Stoving, Central Headlight editor & 
NYCSHS President answers: “I'd tend to 
agree that it would have lent itself nicely to 
print publication, but I do not intend to 
duplicate information that appears in 
NYCentral Modeler in Central Headlight.  Nor, 
I think, will Noel duplicate information that 
appears in the print magazine.   Actually, the 
e-zine format allows vastly more information 
to be transmitted to members who can get on 
line than could ever be squeezed into the 
print magazine; and there is no limitation to 
amount of color. “   

Noel adds: “We will continue to run Ron’s 
articles in the NYCentral Modeler, although 

there will be none in this edition as Ron has 
been consumed by other priorities.  Expect 
the series to continue again in the next 
edition.” 
Tom Bailey says: “I just looked at the second 
2012 NYC Modeler -- excellent, and very full of 
information.  That you do it mostly by yourself, 
along with other society activities, and run a 
business is awesome, and thanks for your effort.” 
Paul Pickard emailed: “I just want to say that 
this is a great publication! I really enjoy it. While 
I am not modeling now I know one day I will be 
again and this is great fuel. 
Really great to read Ron Parisi's stuff, when I 
lived in Hoboken, Ron and I visited a bunch of 
times. 
“As an adjunct to the Headlight this is well 
worth the price, ha ha! 
“Again, great work, it is very much appreciated! 
“One more item to add...in one of the past 
volumes it was mentioned that TT-scale was yet 
to be featured. My dad (NYC conductor 1940-
1976) did some TT modeling way back when. I 
have his stuff and it is well-worn and beaten up, 
but has some historical value. Any interest in 
seeing some pics and a VERY small write up?” 
Noel responded: “Thank you for the kind 
words about our publication and I agree that 
Ron’s work is really great. 
“As for you doing an article, we are very 
interested in you doing that.  I will send you 
a style guide and some other material to help 
you with the article and photos.” 
See the result of this exchange in Paul’s 
great article on modeling the NYC in TT 
starting on page 26. 
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Randy, an orthopedic surgeon by 
profession, collected railroad memorabilia 
and history.  He also created a vast 
collection of O-scale model trains and 
purchased and restored the NYCS 
Westfield, New York depot. Some of 
Randy’s memorabilia can be seen in these 
photos. 

 

Randy had a very large collection of 
memorabilia on display at the Westfield 
depot, including many of the packages and 
baggage from the early days of the railroad. 
(Photo by Noel Widdifield.) 

 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

This headlight and these number boards are 
from the NYCS Hudson 5450 that was 
streamlined for the Twentieth Century 
Limited and following a boiler explosion in 
September 1943 she was de-streamlined and 
put back in service in September 1944. (Photos 
by Noel Widdifield) 

 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  	  (Continued	  from	  Page	  1)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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These are a few of the many articles that 
Randy collected over the years and are 
displayed in his train room. (Photos by Noel 
Widdifield) 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Using his O-scale collection and his 
extensive research, Randy was 
constructing a detailed NYCS layout that 
we will share with you. This first article 
will attempt to show you the extent of the 
layout and feature some of the many 
scratchbuilt structures that reside on the 
layout.  His considerable collection of 
mostly brass locomotives and broad range 
of rolling stock was pretty much packed 
away when we visited to photograph the 
layout.  Never the less, many of the locos 
and cars are visible in the photos.  What is 
clear is that Randy was a master builder 
and artist when it came to modeling.   

	   	  

	  	   	  

	  The layout is a model of the NYCS and is set 
in the 1940’s in western New York State.  The 
mainline passes through Brocton, Westfield, 
and other towns.   

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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The Chautauqua Branch of the PRR enters the 
layout on the left end of the photo. The town 
of Falconer is depicted on the right end and the 
Jamestown, Westfield and Northwestern 
trolley line connects at the Westfield depot at 
the bottom of the photo. (Photos by Noel 
Widdifield) 

Our tour will begin on the left end of the 
layout and proceed around 
counterclockwise viewing individual 
structures. The layout occupies a space of 
about 26 feet by 54 feet in a much larger 
room.  It stands about 54 inches above the 
floor and is lit by fluorescent lights.  There 
are display cases built under the front part 
of the layout that display many of Randy’s 
passenger and freight cars.  Display cases 
along the wall showcase many of his 
locomotives.  He had framed and hung 
many photographs of the railroad and 
buildings he had modeled.  A room off of 
the layout room stored a large collection of 
locomotives and rolling stock stored in 
their original boxes. 

 

 

 

 

Looking to the left end of the layout we see the 
town of Brocton, NY with the PRR depot is on 
the left and the NYC/LS&MS depot on the 
right.  Both were scratchbuilt by Randy to 
replicate the actual structures. (Photo by Tom 
Gerbracht) 

 

  

 

 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  

As we move right on the 
layout we come to the 
outskirts of Westfield, NY 
with the Welch’s plant on 
the left and the NYC & 
LS&MS tower on the 
right. These structures are 
exact models of the real 
things. (Photos by Tom 
Gerbracht & Noel 
Widdifield)	  
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The Portage Street Bridge carries vehicle 
traffic over the NYC mainline just to the left 
of the NYC/LS&MS depot.  Randy finished 
ballasting the mainline but had not finished 
the Jamestown, Westfield & Northwest R.R. 
(trolley) ballasting. (Photo by Tom 
Gerbracht) 

 

	  	  	  	  	  There are several scratchbuilt structures on 
the right side of this photo starting with the 
outhouse at the end of the yard tracks.  
Moving clockwise, you see two sheds, a partly 
hidden barn and a bunkhouse.  All but the 
barn are painted in the yellow and gray of the 

LS&M.  They were shared structures with the 
NYC in Westfield. (Photo by Tom Gerbracht) 

	  

	  

	  

The centerpiece of the layout is the model of 
the Westfield, NY depot. This is the structure 
that Randy purchased and restored to its 
original condition.  This model is accurate and 
completely detailed to include the interior.  
This was Randy’s focus for the layout.  
(Photos by Noel Widdifield & Tom 
Gerbracht) 

	  
This is a flat of the station. (Photo by Noel) 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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These are photos of the station from each 
direction taken in the late 1940’s and 
photographed from Randy’s originals hanging 
in the layout room.  (Photos by Noel)	  

	  

	  

	  

 

 

The interior details of the Westfield depot 
model can be seen in these photos. (Photos by 
Noel Widdifield & Tom Gerbracht) 

 

 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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This freight house is also located in Westfield, 
just a short distance down the main line from 
the passenger depot.  Built in 1905 for the 
NYC/LSMS, it is another fine example of 
Randy’s excellent research and modeling 
skills. Note the detail on the exterior of the 
building and look through the windows to see 
that the interior is also completely detailed. 
(Photo by Noel Widdifield) 

	  

X-8006, a NYC dynamometer car built from a 
former McKean motorcar waits for 
assignment at the freight house.  Note the men 
and equipment visible through the windows. 
This is another of Randy’s excellent O-scale 
models. (Photo by Noel Widdifield) 

There are so many great things to see on 
this layout that make it impossible to cover 
in even three articles.  The next several 
pictures will give a feeling to the overall 
context of the modeling that Randy did on 
the layout. 

 

 

	  

	  

	  

These are a few of the scenes from Randy’s 
layout.  His hugh collection of locomotives 
and rolling stock was pretty much packed 
away when we visited, but is hinted at in 
these photos. (Photos by Tom Gerbracht) 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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This is a shot of the far end of Randy’s layout 
where he was modeling the Falconer, NY area. 
(Photo by Tom Gerbracht) 

Randy’s passion for all things having to do 
with railroading is evident in his collection 
of artifacts, restoration, research, and 
modeling.  His interest in the New York 
Central is clear from his many O-scale 
locomotives and extensive rolling stock.  
But the thing that comes across as you 
view his layout is that he was an excellent 
modeler.  The care that he was putting into 
the track work, ballasting, and scenery is 
evident from the photos.  He took the time 
to research the details of the many 
buildings he modeled and the skills he 
used in finishing the structures are 
unmistakable.  He left a legacy to 
railroading in general and the New York 
Central in particular that serve to motivate 
all modelers.  Hopefully, these articles and 
photos will adequately memorialize 
Randy to all of us who love railroading 
and the New York Central System. Expect 
to see more of his layout in the next Central 
Headlight and in First Quarter 2014 issue of 
the NYCentral Modeler.  

As I was writing the article on Randy’s O-
scale layout, I thought about some of the 
NYCS ads that I had collected over the 
years.  One that came to mind was the one 
on the dynamometer car that served as the 
prototype for the one on Randy’s railroad. 

            

            

Collections are just another part of the 
wonderful railroad hobby that we share.  
If you have some unique ads, how about 
contacting us to do an article on that part 
of the railroad hobby.  

Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  
NYC	  	  (Continued)	  

By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  
Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  

NYCS	  Advertising	  	  
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In the second quarter 2011 issue of the 
NYCentral Modeler our editor, Noel 
Widdifield, mentioned he would like to hear 
from readers in scales other than HO.  He 
went on to name TT and that immediately 
struck a chord!  My dad was an “early 
adopter” of TT and he built a bunch of freight 
and passenger cars in the late 1940’s and early 
1950’s.  The fact he was a New York Central 
trainman at the time makes these models a bit 
more interesting!   After my dad passed away 
in 1996, I have been caring for the 
models.  They have been stored in boxes since 
the mid 1950’s only to be brought out on 
occasion to admire them.  I believe that his TT 
models were the first serious modeling he 

did.  He switched to HO and later live steam.  
In the 1990’s when my dad built another 
model railroad he again turned to TT but in a 
slightly different way, as I shall explain. 
                                                                                
In the United States TT is certainly the least 
popular modeling scale today.  For the benefit 
of those who do not know, TT is 1:120 or 
1/10th of an inch equals one foot.  TT is about 
three quarters of the size of HO.  The scale 
was invented by machinist, Harold Joyce, of 
Hartford City, Indiana.    

     Joyce placed his first ad for his H.P. 
Products Company in the October 1946 Model 
Railroader.  Joyce also named the gauge for  

Modeling	  the	  NYCS	  in	  TT	  Scale	  in	  the	  1950’s	  
By	  Paul	  Pickard	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Paul)	  

	  
Some of my dad’s vintage 1940’s -1950’s TT models. TT is 1:120 or one tenth of an inch to one foot. (Photo 
by Paul Pickard) 
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“Table Top”; thereby inventing the phrase “A 
Fine Gauge” which was used by H.P. as well 
as other companies in their advertising.      
That phrase has even been translated into 
other languages used in foreign companies’ 
advertisements.  Joyce actually invented the 
scale before WWII, in 1941, but it was not 
offered for sale until after the end of the 
war.    For a while after its introduction H. P. 
Products was the sole supplier of TT 
products.   

An E7 diesel in NYC paint was the first 
locomotive offered and was featured in the 
first ad.  H.P. went on to offer a large line up 
of motive power.  Eventually, twenty 
locomotives were offered including a Big 
Boy.  There was a special “High Wheeled” 
Northern, which looked like sort of a cross 
between a Niagara, and the Delaware and 
Hudson and Union Pacific Northerns.   The 
H.P. TT locomotives were Spartan in their 
detailing and the same boiler shell casting was 
used for many of the different locomotives.  
None were accurate models of any prototype.  
Most of the locomotives could be bought 
assembled, but they were also supplied as 
kits.  

      As time went on many other small 
companies offered TT products.   Some may 
recall the names Kemtron, Gandy Dancer and 
Gem.  All of them offered TT products.  There 
were many other small companies that sold 
TT products that have long been forgotten. 
 

 

 

 

 

Ad for H.P. Products TT models from the 
November 1946 Model Railroader comes from my 
dad’s original copy, which is now stained, and 
water damaged. 

In its day TT was quite popular; it was 
even the subject of a feature article in the 
September 1954 issue of Popular Science.   This 
entertaining article can be found online here 
at the URL at the end of this article.  See page 
35 for the URL. 
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Railroad Model Craftsman ran a regular column, 
“Off’n the Table Top” in the early to late 1950’s 
that featured TT.  The column featured the 
latest new products as well as stories and 
photos of readers’ models and layouts. 
 

The H. P. ads encouraged people to visit their 
local hobby shop for purchases.  I know my dad 
worked in and out of Cleveland regularly.  
Vintage Railroad Model Craftsman and Model 
Railroaders list several hobby shops in 
Cleveland and the nearby area.  In fact my dad 
and I used to visit one shop that was only a few 
blocks from the Collinwood yards in Cleveland. 
 
TT caught on in Europe, particularly in Eastern 
Europe where it remains popular today.  A look 
around the Internet shows a large array of very 
nice models available in European prototypes.  
A European TT modeler has nearly as wide 
selection of products as other popular scales. 

Joyce’s company, H. P. Products, still exists to 
this day as a metal stamping company.  The 
construction of many of H. P.’s TT products 
shows the heritage of stamped metal.  Some TT 
historians speculate that the lack of detail in the 
stamped metal cars and the concurrent rise of 
more finely detailed HO products, and later N 
scale, is what drove down TT’s popularity in 
the United States. 

My dad, Edward J. Pickard, or Eddie, Jr. on the 
railroad, hired out on the New York Central in 
1940.  His dad, Edward, Sr. hired out in 
1903.  My dad was initially a flagman, then a 
brakeman and finally a conductor, for both 
passenger and freight during his 36-year career.  
He was a prolific modeler, artist, painter, and  

 

lover of the New York Central.  He was 
NYCSHS member #271.  I have much of 
his collection of model magazines 
including Model Railroader, which date 
back to the mid 1930’s. 

 

 
 
Though not in TT scale here is an example 
of my dad’s love and talent for modeling. 
He won both the second place 
and Honorable Mention award in a June 
1944 layout-planning contest sponsored by 
Model Railroader magazine. (Copy courtesy 
MR.) He was 33 at the time and was living 
in Ashtabula, Ohio, the terminal he 
worked.  The plans he drew were 
professionally drawn; and I surely would 
love to have the original of that rendering 
of the terminal area today.  (I wonder if it 
exists in the files at Model 
Railroader!)  When I look closely at the 
plans I can’t help but think that he drew 
his inspiration from his “day job” on the 
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railroad.  I especially like how he 
incorporated the trolley line and the 
facilities for the electrics. He certainly saw 
both, trolleys in Ashtabula, and electrics 
and trolleys while on the job in Cleveland. 

 

Page from the June 1944 Model Railroader 
showing my dad’s two winning entries in a 
layout-planning contest. He won second prize 
and the Honorable Mention. The rendering is 
also by him. 

I am not sure exactly what year my dad 
got involved in TT but he did leave me a 
few clues to help pinpoint the date.  He 
acquired a couple locomotives and a 
couple dozen freight and passenger cars in 
total.  My parents were married in 1956 
and they moved to a new house in 
Willoughby, Ohio, where I was born in 
1960.  The TT stuff had been relegated to 
storage by then. It had probably been 
sitting in boxes for a few years before 
that.  Work on a large HO layout was in 
full swing by the mid 60’s and the TT 

models were only brought out to admire 
on occasion. 

The TT models have gotten quite a bit of 
wear and tear over the years from 
household moves, handling, and just plain 
age.  I have not attempted to fix any of 
this, and I don’t ever intend to operate 
these models. I like the patina of age they 
have acquired.  I have made a couple of 
minor repairs to some of the freight cars 
that were damaged since I have had them. 
 
In total there are seven streamlined 
passenger cars, eight boxcars, three 
reefers, one stock car, two flat cars, two 
gondolas, one tank car, two cabooses, and 
one unbuilt boxcar.  There are two 
locomotives, an E7 diesel and the guts of 
an 0-6-0.  I have a couple of pieces of the 
milled wood track base but no brass wire 
strip rail for them. 

I can identify some of the rolling stock as 
being from kits that were offered but my 
dad did scratch build and modify some 
cars and they are the gems of the 
collection.  Of course, those are the New 
York Central pieces!  

One of my favorite models is, of course, 
the caboose.  A generic TT caboose was 
offered as a kit, but none that resembled 
the “proper” New York Central 
caboose.  Given he spent his workday in a 
caboose, it is no surprise that he would 
want a model of one. 

  

 

Modeling	  the	  NYCS	  in	  TT	  Scale	  in	  the	  1950’s	  (Continued)	  
By	  Paul	  Pickard	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Paul)	  

Modeling	  the	  NYCS	  in	  TT	  Scale	  in	  the	  1950’s	  (Continued)	  
By	  Paul	  Pickard	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Paul)	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2012 30	  

 

 

Scratchbuilt TT New York Central Caboose, 
the body is three inches long. 

 

Note that all the grab iron are present, though 
some have fallen off. 

One day a few years ago while I was 
sorting his old Model Railroaders, I, by 
chance, happened to flip to a page with 
drawings for the “standard” 19000 series 
New York Central wood caboose.  This of 
course immediately caught my eye, but 
closer examination revealed something 
more.  There on the drawing, in his 
handwriting, were notes on the 
dimensions. 

 

 

 

 

May dad’s caboose model on top of a ¼” scale 
drawing from the August 1946 Model 
Railroader.  His handwritten notes of 
dimensions are visible on the drawing. 

The issue was the August 1946 issue.  With 
the first ad in Model Railroader for H.P.’s 
TT product line appearing in the October 
1946 Model Railroader, maybe this initial ad 
was what sparked my dad to try out the 
new scale on his caboose. 

The caboose would have to have been 
scratch built; no New York Central 
caboose was ever offered. It is very well 
detailed, with the grab irons, ladders, and 
the smokestack. The detailing he included 
was far more than included in any 
commercial TT kit. 

I have wondered if he checked the 
dimensions against the prototype that was 
so easily available.  I also wonder if he 
picked the number because he worked on 
that particular caboose.  

. 
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Probably my absolute favorite piece of TT 
rolling stock is the PMcK&Y boxcar.  

 

Overall shot of scratchbuilt PMcK&Y boxcar. 

 

 

 

Hand scribed “chalk” marks and the Bozo 
Texino graffiti and data info hand scribed into 
the paint. 

The road name has always appealed to 
me, probably from my memories as a little 
kid struggling to pronounce all the town 
names correctly, and hearing my dad say 
each town name distinctly in his perfect 
railroad style conductor’s diction.  I can 
still hear him telling me how to properly 
pronounce the time so as to leave no 
confusion to what was said, “FOUR THIR-

TEE SEH-VEN.” To this day it bugs me 
when people say the time using the 
“quarter to” or “twenty-after” style to say 
what time it is. 

 I’m pretty sure his PMcK&Y boxcar was 
mostly scratch built, but has commercial 
parts like ladders and trucks. It is the most 
detailed car of all the rolling stock.   He 
made the queen posts from small diameter 
wire bent in a U shape and glued to the 
floor. Thread is used for the rods. He even 
included the strip of wood that passes 
through the turnbuckles. Also included is 
the brake staff and even the air retainer 
line is present. Sadly the brake wheel is 
missing.  This is a forty-foot boxcar and 
thus in TT it is just four inches long. 

To me, the best part of the boxcar is the 
paint and decoration.  He scratched 
through the paint to add the dimensional 
data, which must not have been included 
in the decals.  Frankly I am surprised that 
PMcK&Y was even available as a decal.  I 
am no TT historian, but in all the literature 
I have looked through I have never found 
that road name offered in a decal.  He has 
even included chalk marks that would 
have been applied by trainmen.  Perhaps 
he even wrote some himself on the real 
car, like the “ASH 16” and “Team Trk.”   

The crowning glory is the reproduction of 
the famous Bozo Texino graffiti.  What I 
find really interesting about these details is 
he did this decades before people included 
these kinds of details on freight car models 
and he did it at the smallest scale at that 
time.  I think working as a NYC trainman  
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everyday he just naturally wanted to 
model what he saw. 

One model I wish I could share with 
readers is one that I, unfortunately, never 
saw myself.  There are no surviving TT 
buildings that my dad built, but his story 
of one that he did construct has stuck with 
me forever. 

He made a large model of a steel mill in 
TT.  From what he told me it was maybe a 
couple feet square and was very detailed, 
with guy wires, smokestacks and 
homemade corrugated roofing and siding 
made from aluminum foil.  He had 
recently finished the model and had left it 
on a table in his house for display.  A 
relative returned home from a late night at 
work and did not want to turn on the 
lights to disturb anyone.  He tossed his 
very heavy leather winter overcoat 
directly on top of the model not ever 
knowing it was there. The steel mill model 
was destroyed in the process.   

There is an “almost” TT structure.  My dad 
drew plans for a coal dumper and a 
working one at that Ashtabula Harbor had 
at least two real coal dumpers so his 
source material was readily available for 
this as well.  An uncle of his worked the 
dock as a Hulett operator so he would 
have had plenty of opportunity to check 
out the facilities there. 

 

 

 

 

 

His elevation drawing shows the overall 
height to be 10 inches, 100 feet in actual 
size.  I checked out photos and a plan I 
have for a coal dumper, and that is just 
about the right size.  The other drawing 
shows the mechanism.  Judging by the end 
view of a hopper car the mechanism 
drawing is the actual size for TT scale.  My 
dad was always sketching and doodling 
and “thinking” with drawings. On the 
reverse side of the coal dumper drawing is 
a sketch of a steam streamliner.  It kind of 
looks like a Union Pacific/Mercury 
streamliner engine but could just as well 
be an invention of his. 

 

TT scale elevation of working coal dumper 
drawn by my dad, circa 1946 -1956. 
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Postcard of coal 
dumper at Ashtabula 
Harbor.  It is 
coincidently 
postmarked 100 years 
to the day as I write 
this: August 31, 1912. 
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Drawing for working TT scale coal dumper. 
Notation in pen is later, presumably a note to 
me. He obviously worked out the operational 
mechanism because there are holes in the 
paper where he tried out the pivot points. 

 

Reverse side of coal dumper drawing with a 
vintage streamliner sketch. 

I have one other drawing my dad made 
for a TT item and that is his “invention” 
for an uncoupler.  It is identifiable as TT 

due to the distinct shape of the TT 
couplers.  I’m not sure what existed back 
then in other scales for uncouplers so I 
don’t know how original of an idea this 
was.  Maybe a reader knows?   It does look 
like it would work regardless. 

 

Sketch concept for a TT uncoupler. 

Here are two Katy boxcars.  These are 
made from kits of embossed and printed 
cardstock made by Jewel of CT.  The detail 
on the embossed paper sides is actually 
quite good and very close to scale.  In fact 
it is a lot closer to scale than some early N-
scale, or even HO offerings that had huge 
out-of-scale seams, rivets and cast on 
ladders. These two cars appear to be just 
stock assembled kits, and they are with 
one notable exception.  My dad’s attention 
to detail and his real railroad experience 
comes through.  Note how he altered the 
last digit of the car number on the right 
hand car. He turned the “5” into a “9” by 
filling it in with black paint or ink.  Again, 
being a trainman I think he just had to 
make this correct, as you couldn’t have 
two cars with the same number.  It was  
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only while taking pictures for this article 
that I noticed this. 

 

KATY boxcars, note the last number of the car 
numbers. 

Here is a comparison shot showing an N-, 
TT-, and HO-scale New York Central 
Pacemaker boxcars.  For many years the 
TT car was displayed on a shelf in our 
house. The colors of the printed sides have 
faded very badly.  The only unbuilt kit I 
have is for another Pacemaker car; this is 
really New Old Stock as it has been sitting 
in its box for at least 50-plus years.   These 
cars may have been made by Jewel like the 
KATY car but I can’t confirm it.  The sides 
and construction are the same as the 
KATY cars.  You can see the “factory new” 
colors of the original printed sides in the 
picture.  The HO car is an old Athearn car 
left over from our layout and the N-scale 
Intermountain car is in my collection for a 
someday layout. 

This concludes the first half of Paul’s 
article on early TT models.  The second 
half will be published in Vol. 1 2013 of the 
NYCentral Modeler. Be sure to check back 
on that edition in January 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

N, TT, and HO Pacemaker boxcars, front to 
back. Interesting that the N and the TT car 
have separate ladders and grab irons, but the 
larger HO has them molded on. Note, the TT 
ones have fallen off and have been lost, but 
were once on the car. 

 

Unbuilt TT Pacemaker boxcar. Pink cardstock 
is meant to be glued under the printed 
embossed sides. 
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The article from Popular Science mentioned 
earlier above can be found online here: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=3SEDAAA
AMBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=popular+sc
ience+1954&source=bl&ots=VZZmZBW4A_
&sig=taniw97fCbGQ9eNsad_yf1sHBAo&hl=
en&sa=X&ei=3_ARUKebCoHa6wHxhIC4Dw
&ved=0CDIQ6AEwATgK#v=onepage&q&f=f
alse 

 

 

The NYCSHS 2012 calendar is now available! 
Access to a wide variety of photograph 
collections enables the Society to again present an 
excellent selection of high quality images.  

On the front color cover, EMD GP-9 #6001 
and an EMD F-7 unit power a southbound 
freight train in electrified territory through 
Scarborough, NY in July 1962. 

The back color cover shows a northbound 
passenger train, with EMD E-7 unit #4009 in 
Chicago, IL on March 24, 1954.  Other color 
photographs include: M.U. commuter train 
with a baggage car in lead at Scarborough, NY 
in April 1958 and Class P-2b #237 and Class 
T-1b #254 at Harmon, NY. Additional 
calendar photos include: Grand Central 
Terminal under construction on May 10, 1912; 
Class S-1b “Niagara” # 6003 in Elkhart, IN on 
October 3, 1953; Class L-4a 4-8-2 #3108 
departing Cincinnati, OH in 1951; Class Q 
#154 at Fleetwood, NY on January 31, 1940; 
Class S-1b, “Niagara” #6001at Harmon, NY 
on July 30, 1950; Class A-1c 2-8-4’s #1448 and 
#1449 through Warren, MA in August 1947; 
three Alco 1600 hp units, with FA-2 #1084 
with FB and another FA trailing, street 
running through Warsaw, IN on August 5, 
1966; Class H-7e 2-8-2 at Newberry, IN in 
April 1952; Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5451 in 
Indianapolis, IN on October 22, 1955; Class L-
2a 4-8-2 #2864 leaving Lafayette, IN in 1952; 
and EMD F-3’s #1608 and #2417 at Indiana 
Harbor, IN on January. 

Darwin Simonaitis, Calendar Editor. 
Calendars can be ordered from: 
 
NYCSHS, Dept. W 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
 
The price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents 
please add 75 cents sales tax. Dealer 
inquiries are welcome. 
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In the early morning hour Pacemaker Freight 
Service train BN-2 departs Rensselaer Yard.  
In a few hundred feet the locomotive will pass 
the interlocking signal controlled by Signal 
Station 98 and begin the trip down track 4 to 
New York City. 

I model in HO scale, circa 1948-1952, 
capturing the steam-to-diesel transition on 
the New York Central System mainline 
railroad.   My goal is to construct an 
operational model railroad that captures 
the look and feel of Albany, New York.  In 
this article I will not discuss the 
modeling/building of prototype New 
York Central structures located in Albany.  
Rather, I will discuss recreating the 
choreography of train operations in the 
capital district.  Completing detailed 
models of prototype buildings and scenery 
is important; however, I feel it only 
addresses the static portion of a model 
railroad.   For me, a model railroad is 
ultimately recreating a transportation 
system, which by its very nature is 
dynamic; trains in motion.   Our model 
railroads have physical space limitations, 
so selective compression must be 

employed.  Also, we have finite time to 
build these endeavors, thus our modeling 
efforts should be focused.  I put forth that 
the operations of the trains should guide 
our selection of track plans and the 
structures that we do choose to build just 
like the real railroads.  This approach 
applies to freelance and prototype model 
railroads. 

Early in the planning of my model railroad 
I recognized that both space and time 
would define the success of my endeavor.  
Meaning, modeling in HO-scale and the 
size of my basement would define the 
length of the mainline run.   And time, 
specifically what crews would experience 
during their visit, would define the 
operational aspects modeled.  Each aspect 
needed to complement the other. 

As we look to railroad photos and the like 
to guide us in our modeling of structures, 
engines and rolling stock, I researched 
New York Central operations’ 
documentation and historical society 
articles to model my operations’ scenario.  
Researching New York Central timetables 
and literature has led to a reenactment of 
the events that I believed happened over 
the course of a typical 24-hour day in 1950. 

In the darkness of the very early morning, 
Pacemaker Fast Freight BN-2 from Buffalo in 
route to New York City arrives in 
Rensselaer Yard.  Setouts and pickups are 
made, followed by a speedy departure into 
the night.  Soon afterwards merchandise 
bound for New York’s capital Albany 
arrives into Rensselaer Yard on train DA 

Modeling	  the	  New	  York	  Central	  Employee	  Timetable	  No.	  69	  
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24.   As the sun rises, perishable goods 
arrive from Dewitt Yard, Syracuse on train 

DA-18 for distribution into the capital city.  
Albany Union Station begins to stir as 
commuters gather for departures to 
Poughkeepsie and New York City.  The 
chill of morning airlifts as The Great Steel 
Fleet of passenger trains parades past the 
station platform in route to New York City 
and Boston.  Mid-morning, freight coming 
out of upstate New York and Vermont 
leaves Troy via HN-2 passing through 
Rensselaer Yard going south to New York 
City.   By late morning empty milk cars 
from New York City arrive on train 183. 

	  

Mail train X142 decelerates into Schenectady 
for a station stop at 10:24a.m. This train 
departed Syracuse earlier in the morning and 
will terminate at Albany Union Station. 

Just before the Rensselaer Yard crews take 
lunch, general merchandise freight NH-3 
arrives into the yard from New York City 
ports traveling north up the Hudson River 
to Troy for distribution into New England.  
After high noon the second train of empty 

milk cars from New York City arrives into 
Rensselaer Yard on train 185.  After a crew 
change, train 185 departs for Syracuse to 
return milk cars to the creameries of 
upstate New York.   Early afternoon and 
yard engines are spotting deliveries and 
gathering pickups.  Mid-afternoon begins 
with milk trains, which originated in the 
morning from upstate dairies, bound for 
New York City.  Milk trains 182 and 184 
move milk south for next day early 
morning delivery into New York City.  By 
evening the Great Steel Fleet of passenger 
trains parade through Union Station as 
each heads west to Buffalo, Cleveland, and 
Chicago.  In the dark of night empty cars 
and capital district merchandise are sent 
west to DeWitt Yard in Syracuse on train 
ZD-1.  As the clock approaches midnight, 
Pacemaker Fast Freight BN-1 passes through 
Rensselaer Yard headed for next day, early 
morning delivery in Buffalo and Chicago. 

	  

The early morning Pacemaker Freight Service 
train BN-2 departs Rensselaer Yard.  In a few 
hundred feet the locomotive will pass the 
interlocking signal controlled by Signal 
Station 98 and begin the trip down track 4 to 
New York City. 
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The famed Twentieth Century Limited, train 
25, has just passed Signal Station 98 heading 
west on track 1.  It is 7:37 p.m. and the train is 
running on time and will soon be passing 
through Albany Union Station. 

 

Out in the countryside, shortly after dinner, 
we lens the Empire State Express, train 50, 
heading eastward towards Carman and Signal 
Station 7. 

The operational scenario modeled covers a 
24-hour day.  For clarification, each model 
railroad operating session is three hours in 
real time working to a 2:1 fast clock.  

 

 

Late in the evening freight departing the 
capital district heading west travels on ZD-1 
to Dewitt Yard in Syracuse.  We find the train 
heading out of Schenectady on track 1 shortly 
after midnight. 

Thus, the 24-hour scenario is divided into 
four (4) operating sessions: early morning, 
morning, afternoon, and evening.  After 
completing the four sessions the sequence 
is repeated.  Like working for the real 
railroad, having a standard schedule 
allows crews to learn the various jobs over 
time.  The volume and variety of trains 
allows crews to select different 
assignments during repeat visits to 
maintain operating interest. 

New York Central Employee Time Table 
No. 69 and Fast Freight Train Schedules 
purchased off e-Bay were the two primary 
research materials utilized to develop the 
operating scenario.  Employee Time Table 
No. 69 was for New York Central railroad 
employees and provided a wealth of 
detailed modeling and train movement  
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information.  The document was effective 
April 30, 1950, fitting nicely in the middle 
of my modeling era window.  The Fast 
Freight Train Schedule was issued in 
September 1947, slightly earlier than my 
modeling era, but sufficient to guide the 
selection of Albany freight trains. 
Supplementing these two documents is the 
New York Central Rules for the 
Government of the Operating Department.  
My version was effective September 1937 
with updates inclusive of 1951. 

 

Time Table No. 69 for employees only detailed 
all the first class trains traveling the Mohawk 
and Hudson Divisions in April of 1950.  This 
document is the basis for establishing the 
passenger operation on Alan's layout. 

 

 

Issued in September 1947, this document 
details all the merchandise trains traversing 
across the New York Central.  This document 
is the basis for defining the freight operation 
on the model railroad. 

For a model railroader interested in 
recreating a specific locale of a prototype 
the Employee Time Table is a marvelous 
time machine.   This document was issued 
to employees of each specific division and 
dictated the specific rules for that division.  
The Employee Time Table was a 
supplement to the system wide rules 
defined by the Rules for the Government 
of the Operating Department (aka “the 
rules book”).  For my model railroading 
endeavor Employee Time Table No. 69 
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defined the specific operation of the 
Mohawk and Hudson divisions.   

Rensselaer Yard was the division point.  
The Employee Time Table was 
instrumental in defining many important 
aspects of the model railroad. 

The New York Central track and signal 
diagrams identify mainline track 
numbering, but it is the Employee Time 
Table that specifies the usage of each track 
(albeit two track or four track).  Namely, 
odd tracks (1 and 3) are westbound, and 
even tracks (2 and 4) are eastbound.  This 
then cascades down to the numbering of 
trains; even trains are eastbound, and odd 
trains are westbound.  The time period 
being modeled is in the era of tower 
operation.  Locations of signal stations 
(towers) are clearly defined in the 
Employee Time Table.  Hours of 
operations for each signal station are 
specified.  Automatic block signals and 
signals controlled by the individual signal 
stations are defined according to track 
location.  A particularly interesting 
notation within the Employee Time Table 
is yard limit designations; for my 
endeavor I found that most of my modeled 
track is within yard limits.  Yard limits 
begin at the west end of West Albany Yard 
through Albany on to the east end of 
Rensselaer Yard.  This was significant in 
defining how the duties of dispatcher, 
yardmaster, and signal station operators 
interacted during an operating session. 

The Employee Time Table specifies in 
details special aspects associated with the 
running of trains.  The makeup of 
passenger, mail, express, milk, and freight 
trains are discussed.  Location of speed 
restrictions, bridge weight restrictions, 
special at-grade crossings, and close 
overhead clearances to name a few are 
defined for train crews.  Specific to my 
modeling, the special instructions 
associated with pusher engines on Albany 
Hill are captured in the Employee Time 
Table.  I found most interesting the special 
instruction to engine crews requiring them 
to fold wind shield wings “in” while 
passing through SS-99 and SS-1 (Albany) 
and when approaching the west end of 
Schenectady passenger station.  As phones 
were the primary method of 
communication during my era, the 
Employee Time Table details locations of 
phones and associated phone boxes.  All 
these little details help to add unique 
definition to the modeled scene and the 
operation of the trains passing through 
those scenes. 

In addition to informing employees the 
specific rules of their division, the 
Employee Time Table specifies the 
movement of first class trains.  The first 
class train number, train name, operation 
(daily, daily except Sunday, etc.…) and 
time passing specific locations (stations, 
signal stations, and yards) are detailed.  
The Employee Time Table was a 
governing document for the railroad, 
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controlling the arrival and departure of 
first class trains through each specific 
location along the mainline. A review of 
the timetable clearly showed all the trains 

associated with the Great Steel Fleet as 
well as mail, express, and milk trains 
passing through Albany during the 
various part of the day.  From the time of 
day, the passage of these trains to and 
from New York City to Buffalo is readily 
apparent.  The Employee Time Table 
provides a full pallet of trains to select 
from and model. 

 

Page 27 of ETT No. 69 is one of several pages 
detailing Eastward First Class trains 
traveling the Hudson Division.  Trains 122, 
144, 50, 184, 56, and 182 are recreated on the 
model railroad. 

 

 

 

Page 30 of ETT No. 69 is one of several pages 
detailing Westward-First Class trains 
traveling the Mohawk Division.  Trains X43, 
9, 55, 51, 95, and 185 are recreated on the 
model railroad. 

To recreate the freight train passage I 
turned to the Fast Freight Train Schedule.  
This document was used by shippers and 
freight traffic representatives to determine 
the merchandise train consists, routes, 
service (daily, daily except Sunday, etc.…) 
and connections.  In short, the Fast Freight 
Train Schedule was the equivalent to the 
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public timetable for passenger trains, but 
for the freight shippers using the New  
York Central.  From this document that I 
determined that the Pacemaker Freight 
Service bypassed Selkirk Yard with a stop 
in Rensselaer Yard.   The Fast Freight 
Train Schedule identified freight trains 
routing between DeWitt Yard in Syracuse 
into West Albany and Rensselaer Yards.  
Likewise, the passage of the trains 
between New York City/Harmon and 
Rensselaer/Troy are identified.  As for 
train operation the document has no 
authority, so published arrival and 
departure times are for information only.  
Freight trains ran as extras. 

Reviewing Tables 1 & 2 Alan was able to 
identify the eight scheduled freight trains 

arriving & departing the Capital District.

 

On the inside cover of the Fast Freight 
schedule the Pacemaker freight service is 
detailed.  This document justified the passing 
of the signature New York Central Pacemaker 
boxcars and caboose through Rensselaer Yard. 

My main object is to recreate the presence 
of the railroad running through Albany. 
That is, if you were trackside for a day in 
1950, what trains would you see rail 
fanning.  From the research of the 
passenger and freight timetables it was 
clear that four groups or trains would be 
modeled: passenger, mail, express, and 
freight.  And the quantity of first class 
passenger trains outnumbered the freight 
train extras.  The task was then to select  
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the scaled-down list of trains in the 
appropriate proportions to mimic the 
traffic listed in the timetables.  Several 
factors governed the selection of 
individual trains for each operating 
session.  Remember there are four 
operating sessions covering the 24-hour 
day (early morning, morning, afternoon, 
and evening).  The first factor is layout-
staging limitations (maximum number of 
trains on layout). The second is the time of 
day and the flow of the Greet Steel Fleet 
(eastward in the AM, westward in PM).  
The last is the time it takes 
crews/operators to perform tasks 
(running a train, yard switching, etc…).  

On a model railroad the limits of staging 
tracks defines the maximum number of 
trains coming onto and off of the model 
layout during an operating session.  As 
one train departs staging to come onto the 
layout, it opens a spot for another train on 
the layout to terminate.   Staging sets the 
number of trains that can be run and 
strongly influences the flow of an 
operating session.   The layout has a 
capacity to accommodate 26 trains in and 
out of staging (ten tracks at Castleton-on 
Hudson, four tracks at Troy, one track at 
Carman, 1 track at Schenectady, and ten 
tracks at Hoffman’s).  Note that staging is 
utilized at approximately 90 percent. 

Albany Union Station is located on the 
mainline of the New York Central.  The 
Greet Steel Fleet passed through the 
station twice daily.  Passenger trains  

departing Chicago the previous evening 
would pass the station in the morning 
traveling eastward for arrival in New York 
City or Boston.  Conversely, trains heading 
westward would pass in the evening for 
an early morning arrival the next day in 
Chicago.  Subsequently, modeling the 
Greet Steel Fleet established the flow of 
trains for the morning and evening 
operating sessions. 

During an operating session, time is 
modeled 2:1 using a fast clock.  A three-
hour operating session spans six hours of 
scale time.  This is very advantageous to 
help with selective compression and the 
illusion of traversing a distance, especially 
with trains moving from one town to 
another.  Running a 2:1 fast clock for 
station activity is sufficient as most 
through trains merely perform a station 
stop.   Any switching that is required at 
Union Station is minimal (e.g. cutting in a 
diner car, or setting out a sleeper) and can 
be accomplished in a timely manner.  
However, in yard operation time is 1:1.  
Significant time is always required to 
perform the various yard activities on a 
model railroad (e.g. set outs, pickups, 
making a train, breaking down a train, 
etc…).  Trying to run too many model 
freight trains through a yard can quickly 
back up and halt the movement of trains 
on the entire model railroad.  From a 
freight operation modeling perspective, 
the gem of Albany is the 1924 opening of 
Selkirk Yard.  Only a limited quantity of 
freight trains pass through Albany. 
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With timetable research in hand, staging 
limitations of the model railroad defined, 
and a 2:1 fast clock the task of arranging 
each operating sessions began.  I used a 
sheet of paper with a large dot in the 
center representing Albany.  Additional 
dots, each representing an off layout 
staging, were placed around the perimeter 
of the paper.  For purposes of planning, 
Albany is also considered staging.  The 
sheet of paper was copied four times, one 
for each operating session (each session is 
6 hours in duration).  Starting at midnight 
I marched through the 24-hour day 
populating each staging location with 
trains from one of five groups. 

• Passengers – through trains with 
only a station stop 

• Passengers – commuters trains 
originating and departing Albany 

• Mail, express, and milk – trains to 
and from Albany and Rensselaer 
Yard 

• Freight – trains to and from West 
Albany and Rensselaer Yards 

• Other – yard switchers to and from 
local industries, freight house, and 
REA 
 

The quantity of trains within each group is 
weighed to reflect the proportions 
appearing in the timetables.  Due to 
staging limitations, only the first section of 
any train selected is modeled.  Trains were 
selected according to staging departure 

time and staging availability.  Each was 
marked on the appropriate sheet of paper 
(for that specific segment of the day) and 
the staging arrival/departure conflicts 
were made evident.  Staging conflicts were 
resolved by selecting another train from 
the Employee Time Table.  After several 
iterations, a suitable selection of trains was 
identified that accommodated the 
restrictions of staging and yielded the 
desired traffic flow. 

The first and largest group of trains 
modeled is the passenger trains that make 
a stop at Albany’s and Schenectady’s 
Union Stations.  For variety, I included 
trains that travelled the multi-state New 
York Central mainline as well as those 
travelling solely within New York State.  

• No. 26/25 Twentieth Century Limited  
(Chicago – New York City) 

• No. 8/17 The Wolverine (Chicago – 
New York City) 

• No. 10/95 The Mohawk (Chicago – 
New York City) 

• No. 19 Lake Shore Limited (New York 
City – Chicago) 

• No. 50/51 Empire State (Cleveland – 
New York City) 

• No. 96/55 Advanced Empire State 
(Buffalo – New York City) 

• No. 138/167 Upstate Special 
(Syracuse – New York City) 

• No. 56 Utica (Utica – NYC) 
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• No. 144/143 The Laurentian (Troy – 
New York City) 

These trains were part of the Greet Steel 
Fleet. To make the passage of these trains 
across the model railroad believable I 
turned to the New York Central public 
timetable (Form 1001, effective July 1948) 
for the definition of the trains’ consist.  The 
front portion of the public timetable 
identifies the Pullman, coach and dining 
car services for these trains.  Using 
selective comprehension, the appropriate 
arrangement of eight to twelve passenger 
cars makes each train.   All passenger cars 
are manufactured by Walthers and are 
either Pullman Standard or Budd.

 

Unlike the ETT No. 69 that governed the 
movement of trains, the public timetable 
helped with defining the consists of signature 
trains. 

 

Page 6 in the Public Timetable is one of 
multiple pages detailing the Pullman, Coach, 
and Dining service on the New York Central. 

The next group modeled is the passenger 
trains that originated from and terminated 
at Albany Union Station.   These trains 
service the regional area at Troy, Utica, 
and Springfield.  As Albany is the state’s 
capital, commuters from the New York 
City area also arrived and departed to 
conduct business and politics.   Albany’s 
station is a Union Station.  It was the 
terminus for the Boston and Albany 
railroad while the lower level (at-grade) 
platforms serviced the Delaware and 
Hudson railroad.   I investigated the 
Boston and Albany Employee Time Table 
and the Delaware and Hudson Employee  
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Time Table to include activities from these 
railroads.  No Delaware and Hudson 
trains arrive or depart during an operating 
session; rather cars are transferred 
between the New York Central and 
Delaware and Hudson railroads. 
 

• No. 705, 711 Troy (Albany – Troy) 
• No. 706, 722 Albany (Troy – Albany) 
• No. 154/63 Albany (Albany  –  New 

York City) 
• No. 146 New York Express (Albany – 

New York City) 
• No. 35 The Iroquois (New York City 

– Albany) 
• No. 620, 624 Beeliner (Albany – 

Springfield) 
• No. 621, 651 Beeliner (Springfield – 

Albany) 
• No. 155, 156 Local (Utica – Albany) 

The third group of first class trains is the 
mail, express and milk that arrive and 
depart Albany Union Station and 
Rensselaer Yard.  From a model 
railroading operations perspective, these 
trains generate a significant amount of 
work for crews.  In Albany, the United 
States Post Office and the Railway Express 
Agency buildings were adjacent to the 
station.   The geography of Hudson valley 
has Albany on the west bank of the river 
and Rensselaer Yard on the east bank.  
Referring to the Employee Time Table I 
found that several of these trains arrived 
and departed Rensselaer Yard.  
Subsequently, set outs and pickups for the  

mail and express generate a significant 
amount of inter-yard traffic on the layout 
between Albany’s Bull Run Yard and 
Rensselaer Yard.  The Central Headlight 
article authored by Albert Hassett, Jr. 
titled “When the Central Moved the U.S. 
Mail by Rail” provided excellent insight 
into mail train operations and passage 
through Albany Union Station.  Likewise 
Central Headlight article authored by Jim 
Benedict titled “For the Modeler; New 
York Central Milk Train Service” detailed 
the routing of milk between the creameries 
in upstate New York and New York City. 

• No. 32/9/43 Mail (Syracuse – New 
York City) 

• No. X164 Mail (Utica – Albany) 
• No. X142 Mail (Syracuse- Albany) 
• No. 122 Mail and Express (Syracuse – 

New York City) 
• No. X43/X56 Mail and Express 

(Rensselaer Yard – Syracuse) 
• No. X700/X725 Mail and Express 

(Troy – Albany) 
• No. 182/183 Milk (Rensselaer Yard 

– New York City) 
• No. 184/185 Milk (Syracuse – New 

York City) 
 
The fourth group of trains is the freight 
extras.  The most recognizable is the 
Pacemaker Fast Freight that traveled the 
New York Central mainline between New 
York City/Boston and Chicago/Saint 
Louis.  An excellent Central Headlight 
article authored by Lawrence Bolton titled  
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“Pacemaker Fast Freight Service” 
provided detailed operational and 
modeling information.  In addition to the 
Pacemaker Fast Freight, two freight trains 
ran into Albany from the west departing 
out of Syracuse’s DeWitt Yard.   The Fast 
Freight Schedule makes mention that one 
of the trains (DA-18) handles perishable 
and stock thus on the model railroad this 
train carries all the produce and stock cars 
from the country’s heartland into the 
capital city.   Two scheduled freight trains 
bring empties out of Albany back to 
Dewitt Yard.  Lastly, only one freight train 
traveling up, and then down the Hudson 
River passes through Rensselaer Yard.  
 

• BN-2/NB-1 Pacemaker Fast Freight 
(Buffalo – New York City) 

• DA-18, 24  (Syracuse, DeWitt Yard – 
Rensselaer Yard) 

• AD-19 (West Albany Yard – 
Syracuse, DeWitt Yard) 

• ZD-1 (Rensselaer Yard – Syracuse, 
DeWitt Yard) 

• NH-1, HN-2 (Troy – New York 
City, 33rd Street Yard) 

 
The last group of trains is the transfer 
freights.  Specifically the inter-yard 
transfer moves between West Albany 
Yard, Albany’s Bull Run Yard, Rensselaer 
Yard, and Troy.  Located within Bull Run 
Yard are the New York Central’s freight 
house and team tracks, and the Railway 
Express Agency’s facilities.  There is 
always switching moves associated with 

cars arriving and departing Albany’s Bull 
Run Yard.  Also, there is interchange 
traffic between Rensselaer Yard and 
Delaware and Hudson railroad’s North 
Albany Yard.  Lastly, there is the 
switching of local industries.  Note that 
none of the inter-yard transfers appear on 
any New York Central documentation and 
the author takes creative license with their 
existence. However, I do attempt to 
recreate the prototype practices employed 
moving cars to and from “scheduled” 
freight trains.   Most of the inter-yard 
transfers occur during the early morning 
and afternoon sessions in conjunction with 
the typical hours of operations of local 
business and freight house (less than car 
load operations). 

After making the final selection of trains to 
model, the final task was to generate the 
model railroad’s timetable.  As with the 
prototype, I developed a schedule for all 
first-class trains and a supporting freight 
schedule.  The first-class train schedule 
conveys authority, and the freight 
schedule shows arrival/departure times 
for information only (no authority).   To 
replicate the feel of the timetable I 
included many of the ancillary 
information as related to the 
Albany/Schenectady portion of the 
mainline.  Lastly, I included select items 
from the Rules for the Government of the 
Operating Department (aka “the rules 
book”).   
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This is the recreated (modeled) employees 
timetable that defines and governs the 
modeled trains on Alan's Mohawk Division 
layout.  The recreation is a selective 
compression of ETT No. 69 effective April 30, 
1950, and the Fast Freight Train Schedule 
issued in 1947. 

  

 

 

 

Pages one through four of the modeled 
timetable replicate the specific special 
instructions found in the prototype ETT 
specific to the Albany area.  Several items 
from the New York Central Rules Book are 
also included. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Special Instructions referred to by letter or number 
relate to Rules for Government of the Operating 
Department with corresponding letter or number. 
 
1.   STANDARD TIME. 

Eastern  Standard Time is in use. 2:1 fast clock. 
 
3.   STANDARD CLOCKS 

Rensselaer  ……….Engine  house 
Albany  …………..  Train  dispatching  office 
            Station masters office 
Schenectady  …….  Passenger  station 

 
6.    LETTERS AND SIGNS. 

C Stop at Schenectady to discharge Pullman 
    passengers from Detroit and beyond. 
S Stop at station to pickup and discharge 
   Passengers. 
 

13.  EMERGENCY SIGNALS. 
Whistles are located at Signal Stations A, B, 
and 1. 

 
17. TRAIN SIGNALS. 

The headlight will be displayed to the front of 
every train by day and by night.  It must be 
concealed or extinguished when a train turns out to 
meet another and has stopped clear of main track, 
or is standing to meet a train at end of two or more 
tracks or a junction. 
Headlight must be dimmed: 
(a) Passing through yards where yard engines are 

employed. 
(b) Approaching stations at which stops are to be 

made or where trains are receiving or 
discharging passengers. 

(c) On two or more tracks when approaching 
trains in opposite directions. 

 
19.  MARKERS. 

On passenger, mail, express, milk and deadhead 
equipment trains where the rear car is equipped 
with permanent built-in marker lights, such lights 
will be used in lieu of standard marker lamps to 
indicate rear of train. 
On other cars in above mentioned trains that are 
not equipped with permanent built-in marker lights, 
a red flag by day and a red light by night will be 
used in lieu of standard marker lamps to indicate 
rear of train. 
Rule 19 modified accordingly. 

 
 
 

21a. OMISSION OF WHITE SIGNALS. 
The display of white signals will be omitted by 
extra trains. 

 
83d. CLEARING OF TRAINS. 

On two of more tracks, trains will be cleared at 
initial station by signal indications. 

 
93.  YARD LIMITS. 

Main Line: 
Signal Station 99 and Schenectady, inclusive.  
Tracks No. 3 and No. 4. 
 
Signal Station 98 and automatic signal 14751, 
inclusive.  Tracks No. 1 and No. 2. 
 

Movements against the current of traffic within 
yard limits may be made under protection. 
Within yard limits the main track may be used, 
protecting against first class trains.  All other trains 
and engines must move within yard limits prepared 
to stop unless the main track is seen or know to be 
clear.  Note:   ”Known   to   be   clear”   includes   clear  
by signal indication. 
 

D-97. EXTRAS. 
Extra trains may be run without train orders when 
authorized by the Superintendent. 

       
D-97. WORK EXTRAS. 

On two or more tracks, conductors of work extras 
must advise Superintendent by wire before leaving 
initial station, specifying work limits, and must not 
proceed beyond such limits without permission 
from Superintendent.  When work is completed for 
the day and train clear of main track, conductor 
must so report. 

 
98.  RAILROAD CROSSINGS AT GRADE. 

Trains or engines must stop not less than 200 nor 
more than 500 feet before crossing any steam 
railroad at grade, except where interlocking signals 
are in use. 
 
 Location                             Railroad     Signals 
 Albany,  Livingston  Ave.        D&H….    .  Interlocking 

 
98.  DRAWBRIDGES. 

Trains or engines must stop not less than 200 nor 
more than 500 feet before crossing any drawbridge, 
except where interlocking signals are in use. 
 
Location                                            Signals 
Albany………..Hudson  River…….Interlocking 

 
 

99.  PROTECTION OF TRAIN. 
When a train stops under circumstances in which it 
may be overtaken by another train, the flagman 
must go back  immediately  with  flagman’s  signals  a  
sufficient distance to insure full protection, placing 
two torpedoes, and when necessary, in addition, 
displaying lighted fusees.  When recalled and 
safety to the train will permit, he may return.  The 
front of the train must be protected in the same way 
when necessary by the head brakeman, 
baggageman, or fireman. 
 

103. PUBLIC CROSSINGS AT GRADE. 
All movements against the current of traffic over 
the following crossings must not exceed slow 
speed. 

Rensselaer   Tellers Crossing 
Trainmen must flag trains or engines over the 
following crossings. 

Rensselaer   Tellers Crossing 
 

104. SWITCHES. 
Conductors are responsible for the position of 
switches used by them and their trainmen, except 
where switchtenders are stationed.  Switches must 
be properly lined after having been used. 

        
Electrically Locked Switches 

 Switches electrically locked by Signal Station 
must be operated in accordance with instructions 
posted in cabin or telephone box adjacent to 
switch. 
Switches electrically locked by time lock in hand 
thrown switch machine must be operated as 
follows: 

To unlock, remove padlock and wait three (3) 
minutes. 
When indicator is lighted the switch is 
unclocked. 
Restorting padlock in the normal keeper will 
time lock the switch. 

 
Location                 Route                    Control 
Rensselaer     Track No. 3 to siding   From SS-98 
Rensselaer     Track No. 1 to siding   From SS-99 
Albany           Track No. 2 to siding   From SS-A 
Albany           Track No. 1 to siding   From SS-1 

 
109. BULLENTIN BOARDS AND BOOKS. 

Notices and other instructions will be posted.  
Employes in train and yard service must examine 
them   before   commencing   each   day’s   work   and  
qualified conductors and enginemen must sign in.   
 Renssealer…………Engine  House 
                                  Yard masters office 
 Albany……………..Station  masters  office 

DESIGNATION AND USE OF MAIN TRACKS. 
D-151 
Where two main tracks are in service trains must 
keep to the right unless otherwise provided. 

           
Two Tracks: 
Between Rensselaer and Troy. 

Signal Station 99 and Signal Station 1. 
Engine house and a point 480 feet west of 
Central  Avenue Bridge No. 364, West Albany. 
Tracks are numbered from the south: 
No. 2, No. 1. 
Tracks will be used as follows: 
No. 2, Eastward. 
No. 1, Westward. 

 
Between Signal Station 99 and Signal Station 1. 

Tracks are numbered from the South: 
No. 4, No. 3 
Tracks will be used as follows: 
No. 4,  Eastward. 
No. 3,  Westward. 

 
Schenectady. 

Signal Station 8. 
Tracks are numbered from the south: 
No. 2, No. 1. 
Tracks will be used as follows: 
No. 2, Eastward. 
No. 1, Westward. 
 

Three Tracks: 
Rensselaer 

Signal Station 98. 
Tracks are numbered from the south: 
No. 4, No. 2, No.1 
Tracks will be used as follows: 
No. 4. Eastward. 
No. 2. Eastward. 
No. 1. Westward. 

 
S-231. OPPOSING AND FOLLOWING 

MOVEMENT OF TRAINS ON SINGLE 
TRACK BY BLOCK SIGNALS. 

Between Signal Station 7 and WH. 
 
D-261. MOVEMENT OF TRAINS AGAINST THE 

CURRENT OF TRAFFIC ON TWO OR 
MORE TRACKS BY BLOCK SIGNAL. 

Between SS-D and SS-1…………………Track  No.  3. 
Between SS-1 and SS-3………………….Track  No.  1 
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SPECIAL SIGNAL ASPECTS AND 
INDICATIONS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rule 281  Rule 283 
Proceed   Proceed; medium  

    (30 mph) speed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rule 284  Rule 285 
 Proceed approaching Proceed preparing 
 next signal at slow to stop at next 
 (15mph) speed  signal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rule 286  Rule 287 
 Proceed at medium Proceed; slow 
 (30mph) speed  (15mph) speed 
 preparing to stop at  
 next signal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rule 290  Rule 292 
 Proceed at restricted Stop 
 speed 

605. INTERLOCKING LIMITS. 
Interlocking limits extend as follows: 
              Location                Tracks 
Between SS 99 and SS 100       3 and 4 
               SS 99 and SS 101       1 and 2 
               SS 100 and SS D        3 and 4 
               SS 101 and SS A        1 and 2 
               SS A and SS B           1 and 2 
               SS B and SS 1            1 and 2 
               SS D and SS 1            3 and 4 
Movements against the current of traffic may be 
made on signal indication. 

 
703. MAKE-UP OF FREIGHT TRAINS. 

Cranes in non-revenue trains must be hauled ahead 
of cars occupied by crew unless otherwise 
instructed. 
Scale test cars must be hauled only in slow or local 
freight trains and must be coupled and move at rear 
of train next ahead of caboose. 
Cabooses must be handled on rear of trains except 
as otherwise provided. 
Trains are limited to 17 cars, inclusive of caboose.  

 
824.  MAKE-UP OF PASSENGER, MAIL, 

EXPRESS AND MILK TRAINS. 
Passenger equipment must be of steel construction 
with the exception that baggage, horse, refrigerator 
and milk cars of steel underframe construction may 
be hauled, also such steel underframe passenger 
cars as are used under special arrangement. 
Trains containing more that 5 cars 60 ft. or over in 
length are limited to 8 cars. 
Trains containing not more than 4 cars 60 ft. or 
over in length are limited to 16 cars, inclusive of 
caboose. 

 
SPEED RESTRICTIONS. 

Speed restrictions are shown in miles per hour and 
apply to entire train. 

GENERAL 
Unless Otherwise Restricted. 

Engines, Class B and U, under steam or being 
towed, except when pushing passenger, mail, 
express and milk trains from Albany to Signal 
Station  3……………….……………..…..              20 

Engines, Class G, H, L-1 and L-2, light or with 
    caboose…………………………...………            35 
Engines running backward………………….            30 
Freight  trains  with  pushers………………….            30 
Passenger, Mail, Express and Milk Trains: 
Engines,  Class  H…………….……………          40 
Engines, Class L-3 and L-4…….…………          60 

Switches and crossovers, other than interlocking, 
    when  diverging……………………………          10 
Work  trains  with  locomotive  cranes…………        30 

Main Line: 
Engines, Class J, K, L-3, L-4 and S, light or with 
caboose: 
Signal  Station  3  and  Signal  Station  44……          45 

Freight  trains…………………………….…..          45 
Passenger,  Mail,  Express  and  Milk……..……    60 
Work  trains………………………………….            35 
Train BN-2…………………………………..          60 
 

LOCAL 
Unless Otherwise Restricted. 

Main Line: 
Signal Station D. 
Rule  290……………………………………      10 

Signal Stations 100, A, B, and 8. 
Rules  287  and  290………………………….      10 

Rensselaer, curve at station…………………..        20 
Rensselaer and West Albany, Tracks No.3 and 
No.  4………………………………………..      15 

Hudson River Passenger Bridge. 
Engines, class DES, DFA, DFB, DPA, DPB, 
S, J, L, H-5, H-6, H-10 and B&A. Class A-1   15 

Albany Passenger Station and Spencer Street 
Bridge No. 354A. 
Engines, class DES, DFA, DFB, DPA, DPB 
S, J, L, H-5, H-6, H-10 and B&A. Class A-1   15 

Broadway Viaduct Bridge No. 355 and Spencer 
Street Bridge No. 354-A 
Engines, class DES, DFA, DFB, DPA, DPB 
S, J, L, H-5, H-6, H-10 and B&A. Class A-1   25 

Signal Station A and B. 
Rule  281……………………………………        15 

Albany and Signal Station 3 
Passenger, mail, express and milk trains 
Tracks  No.  1  and  No.  2………………….        40 

Freight, work trains and light engines 
Track  No.  1,  westward  movements……..          25 
Track No. 1,  eastward  movements………        15 
Track  No.  2  ……………………………..          15 

Schenectady between State St. and Br. 381 
Track  No.  1  and  No.  2  …………………….          45 

 
ENGINE AND CAR RESTRICTIONS. 

Main Line: 
Engines, Class H-10 and L-2 must not be 
operated through Albany Passenger Station 
except straight movement Track No. 4. 

T. & S. Branch: 
250 ton Wrecking Crane must not be operate. 

 
PUSHER ENGINES. 

When trains are stalled on Albany grade and 
following train has a pusher, the engine must be cut 
off before assisting. 

 
 

ENGINE CREWS. 
Windshield wings must be folded in while passing 
through the following territory: 

Between SS-99 and SS-1, Albany. 
Approaching west end of Schenectady passenger 
station. 

 
OVERHEAD CLEARANCES 

 
Employees are warned of close overhead clearances at 
the following locations and must not go on top of box 
cars, engines or other high equipment while movements 
are being made under these bridges or structures. 
 
Mainline: 
Location Description    Tracks 
 
Rensselaer Herrick St. Bridge     2-1-3 
  Broadway Viaduct       2-1 
Albany  Hudson River Pass. Bridge      2-1 
  Hudson River Frt. Bridge       3-4 
  Broadway Viaduct     2-1-3-4 
West Albany Prospect Ave. Bridge       2-1 
Schenectady Erie Boulevard        2-1 
 
 

 
EASTWARD – FIRST CLASS- TRACK No. 2 
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STATIONS 

26 X700 
See Note 

8 154 138 
See Note 

X164 
See Note 

X142 
See Note 

10 722 620 146 

Twentieth 
Century 
Limited 

Railway 
Express 

The 
Wolver-

ine 

Albany Upstate 
Special 

Mail Mail The 
Mohawk 

Albany Beeliner 
(B&A) 

New 
York 

Express 
Daily Daily Daily Daily 

except 
Sunday 

Daily Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily Daily Daily Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily 

 Leave A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. P.M. P.M. 
289.3 Syracuse 3.28  4.05    5.30 8.44    
237.4 Utica 4.14  4.51  5.15 5.50 7.35 9.49    
169.2 Hoffmans 5.15  5.50  6.48 s  8.04 10.04 11.05    
159.7 Schenectady   c  5.59  s  6.59 s  8.16 s  10.24 s  11.15    
156.7 Signal Station 7 5.27  6.04  7.04 8.22 10.30 11.20    
145.4 Signal Station 3 5.37  6.14  7.14 8.32 10.40 11.30    
148.4 Troy  5.00       11.25   
142.8 Albany              A 

                          L 
5.43 
5.46 

5.20 
Ren Yd 

6.20 
6.25 

 
6.30 

7.25 
7.30 

8.40 11.00 11.44 
11.59 

11.45  
12.35 

 
1.00 

141.7 Signal Station 98 5.49  6.28 6.33 7.33   12.02   1.03 
133.5 Castleton-on-Hud.    s   6.43        
 Grand Cen. Term. 8.30  9.15 10.55 10.30   2.55   4.52 
 Arrive A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M P.M. P.M. 

 
No. X700 will not carry passengers. 
No. 138, X164 and X142 will not carry baggage. 
Times shown at Syracuse, Utica, Troy and Grand Central Terminal are for information only. 

 

 
EASTWARD – FIRST CLASS – TRACK No.2 
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STATIONS 

122 
See Note 

144 706 96 624 50 184 
See Note 

182 
See Note 

56 
See Note 

X56 
See Note 

156 32 
See Note 

Mail 
and 

Express 

The 
Lauren-

tian 

Albany Advanced 
Empire 
State 

Beeliner 
(B&A) 

Empire 
State 

Express 

Milk Milk Utica Mail 
and 

Express 

Local Mail 

Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily Daily Daily  Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily Daily Daily 

 Leave A.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. 
289.3 Syracuse 11.35   2.45  4.00 3.38   5.40 3.05 10.25 
237.4 Utica    3.45  4.50 5.00  5.05 6.50 5.10  
169.2 Hoffmans 1.40   4.53  5.52 6.17  6.27  8.35 1.03 
159.7 Schenectady    s 5.05  s 6.02   s 6.38  s 9.10 s 1.15 
156.7 Signal Station 7 1.55   5.12  6.07 6.33  6.44  9.15 1.22 
145.4 Signal Station 3 2.08   5.22  6.17 6.44  6.54  9.25 1.33 
148.4 Troy  4.00 4.45          
142.8 Albany              A 

                          L 
Ren Yd 

4.00 
 5.10 5.40 

5.45 
 

5.30 
6.25 
6.32 

Ren Yd 
7.26 

Ren Yd 
7.25 

7.05 
7.15 

8.45 
Ren Yd 

9.50 1.50 
2.20 

141.7 Signal Station 98 4.03 4.18  5.48  6.35 7.29 7.28 7.18   2.23 
133.5 Castleton-on-Hud.         s 7.28    
 Grand Cen. Term. 6.11 7.20  8.45  9.15   10.50   4.00 
 Arrive P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M P.M. A.M 

 
No. 122, 184, 182, X56, 36 and 32 will not carry passengers. 
No. 56 will not carry baggage. 
Times shown at Syracuse, Utica, Troy and Grand Central Terminal are for information only. 
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timetable 
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movement of 
trains 
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from Syracuse 
to New York 
City.  
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Pages seven and eight of the modeled 
timetable specify the movement of trains 
travelling westbound from New York City to 
Syracuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pages nine and ten of the modeled timetable 
specify the movement of freight trains.  The 
timetable does not convey any authority for 
the movement of freight trains; all freight 
trains are extras. 

 

 

 

 

                          
WESTWARD – FIRST CLASS - TRACK No. 1 
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STATIONS 

43 
See Note 

X43  
See Note 

705 9 
See Note 

621 55 183 
See Note 

711 51 143 
 

95 
 

 

Mail Mail 
and 

Express 

Troy Mail Beeliner 
(B&A) 

Advance 
Empire 
State 

Milk Troy Empire 
State 

The 
Lauren-

tian 

The 
Mohawk 

 

Daily Daily 
except 

Monday 

Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily  Daily  

 Leave A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M.  
 Grand Cen. Term. 1.36   2.36  7.11   8.01 9.01 9.16  
133.5 Castleton-on-Hud.    s  6.57         
141.7 Signal Station 98 4.46   7.11  10.01 10.10  10.34 11.49 12.26  
159.7 Albany               A 

                           L 
4.50 
5.20 

Ren Yd 
5.35 

 
5.45 

Ren Yd 
9.20 

8.12 10.05 
10.15 

RenYd  
10.30 

10.38 
10.43 

 12.30 
12.46 

 

148.4 Troy   6.06     10.55  12.10   
145.4 Signal Station 3 5.28 5.48  9.28  10.23   10.51  12.54  
156.7 Signal Station 7 5.44 6.03  9.44  10.37   11.05  1.09  
159.7 Schenectady s  5.52 6.13  s  9.52  s  10.42   s  11.10  s  1.18  
169.2 Hoffmans 6.04 6.23  10.04  10.53   11.21  1.30  
237.4 Utica 8.00 8.05  12.30  12.04   12.26  3.29  
289.3 Syracuse 9.20 9.35  2.15  1.02   1.14  4.40  
 Arrive A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M. P.M. A.M. P.M. A.M. A.M. P.M. P.M.  

 
No. 43 will carry passengers Sunday only. 
No. 9 will not carry baggage. 
No. X43 and 183 will not carry passengers. 
Times shown at Grand Central Terminal, Troy, Utica and Syracuse are for information only. 

                          
WESTWARD – FIRST CLASS - TRACK No. 1 
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STATIONS 

185 
See Note 

615 167 
 

25 63 17 19 155 
See Note 

X725  
See Note 

35  

Milk Beeliner 
(B&A) 

Upstate 
Special 

Twentieth 
Century 
Limited 

Albany The 
Wolver-

ine 

Lake 
Shore 

Limited 

Local Mail 
and 

Express 

The 
Iroquois 

 

Daily Daily 
except 

Monday 

Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily 
except 

Monday 

Daily  

 Leave A.M P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M.  
 Grand Cen. Term.   3.16 5.01 5.11 6.01 6.16   10.31  
133.5 Castleton-on-Hud.            
141.7 Signal Station 98 12.26  6.07 7.33 8.01 8.32 9.01   1.06  
159.7 Albany               A 

                           L 
Ren Yd 

1.30 
5.12 6.11 

6.16 
7.37 
7.42 

8.05 8.36 
8.41 

9.05 
9.15 

 
9.50 

Ren Yd 
9.50 

1.19  

148.4 Troy         10.10   
145.4 Signal Station 3   6.24 7.50  8.49 9.23 9.58    
156.7 Signal Station 7 1.58  6.38 8.03  9.04 9.38 10.13    
159.7 Schenectady   s  6.41   s  9.09 s 9.43 s  10.39    
169.2 Hoffmans   6.52   9.20 9.54 10.51    
237.4 Utica   8.12 9.15  9.53 10.56 1.34    
289.3 Syracuse    10.07  11.15 11.49 3.20    
 Arrive P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. A.M. P.M. A.M.  

 
No. 155 will not run west of Utica Sunday. 
No. 185 and X725 will not carry passengers. 
Times shown at Grand Central Terminal, Troy, Utica and Syracuse are for information only. 

 
 

EASTWARD – FAST FREIGHT SERVICE 
The time shown conveys no time-table authority 
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STATIONS 

BN-2 
See Note 

DA-18 DA-24 HN-2      

Pace-
maker 

Perish-
able 

Merch-
andise 

Merch-
andise 

     

Daily 
except 

Saturday  and 
Sunday 

Daily Daily Daily      

 Leave A.M. A.M. P.M. P.M.      
289.3 Syracuse 12.10 3.00 6.30       
237.4 Utica 1.30         
169.2 Hoffmans          
159.7 Schenectady  9.00 11.00       
156.7 Signal Station 7          
 West Alb. Yd     A 

                            L 
 10.30 1.30       

145.4 Signal Station 3          
148.4 Troy    8.15      
 Rensselaer Yd    A 

                           L 
3.30 11.00 2.00 9.15      

141.7 Signal Station 98          
133.5 Castleton-on-Hud.          
 33rd Street, NY 7.20   4.15      
 Arrive A.M. A.M. A.M. A.M.      

 
No. BN-2 will carry Pacemaker freight only. 
Times shown at Syracuse, Utica, Troy and 33rd Street New York City are for information only. 

 
 

WESTWARD – FAST FREIGHT SERVICE 
The time shown conveys no time-table authority 
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STATIONS 

AD-19 NH-3 ZD-1 NB-1  
See Note 

     

Merch-
andise 

Merch-
andise 

Merch-
andise 

Pace-
maker 

     

Daily 
except 

Monday 

Daily  Daily 
except 
Sunday 

Daily 
except 

Saturday and 
Sunday 

     

 Leave A.M. P.M. P.M. P.M.      
 33rd Street , NY  11.45  8.15      
133.5 Castleton-on-Hud.          
141.7 Signal Station 98          
 Rensselaer Yd   A 

                           L 
 8.00  

11.00 
11.35      

148.4 Troy  9.00        
145.4 Signal Station 3          
 West Alb. Yd    A 

                          L 
 

7.00 
        

156.7 Signal Station 7          
159.7 Schenectady   12.30       
169.2 Hoffmans          
237.4 Utica 1.00  5.30 2.20      
289.3 Syracuse 5.00  9.00 3.15      
 Arrive P.M. A.M. A.M. A.M.      
 
No. NB-1 will carry Pacemaker freight only. 
Times shown at 33rd Street New York City, Troy, Utica and Syracuse are for information only. 
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Pages 11 and 12 detail the Pullman, Coach 
and Dining Car service for signature first class 
passenger trains. 

It did take a bit of research, planning, and 
trial-and-error to model Employee Time 
Table No. 69 and the Fast Freight 
Schedule.  I admit that I never stood on the 
platform at Albany Union Station, so I 
cannot claim that my recreation is 
historically accurate.  But I feel it is a 
believable recreation.  The magic of the 

moment is reached during the various 
operating sessions when Albany Union 
Station takes on the look seen in the 
photos of the prototype.  As a layout 
owner I achieve my goal seeing guests 
experience the sense of intense train traffic 
that once was a daily occurrence at Albany 
Union Station. 

The next article in this series titled “A 
Busy Day at Albany Union Station” will 
detail the infrastructure of Albany Union 
Station, Towers A and B, coach yards, and 
Bull Run Yard.” 

Author’s Note:  I am always interested in 
obtaining historically correct information 
regarding the operation of the NYCS in 
Albany.  Such information is used to 
correct errors and omissions in my 
research. Contact me at abenginc@aol.com 

 

 

Two final photos of Alan’s layout. 

PULLMAN, COACH and DINING CAR SERVICE - EASTWARD 
 
 
No. 8 – The Wolverine - Daily 
Lounge Sleeping Car 
 Chicago to New York 
Sleeping Cars 
 Chicago to New York 
 Detroit to New York 
Dining Service 
Coach 
 Chicago to New York 
 
No. 10 – The Mohawk - Daily 
Sleeping Cars 
 Chicago to New York 
 Chicago to Syracuse 
 Chicago to Buffalo 
 Detroit to Albany 
Diner Lounge Cars 
 Chicago to Cleveland 
 Buffalo to New York 
Coach 
 Chicago to New York 
 
No. 26 – The Twentieth Century 
Limited – Daily 
Club Lounge Car (Buffet) 
 Chicago to New York 
Sleeping Cars 
 Chicago to New York 
Observation Lounge Sleeping Car 
 Chicago to New York 
Dining Service 
Pullman Cars only; no coach passengers 
carried 
 
 

 
 
No. 50 – Empire State – Daily 
Tavern Lounge Car 
 Cleveland to New York 
Parlor Cars 
 Cleveland to New York 
 Detroit to New York 
Dining Cars 
 Cleveland to New York 
 Detroit to New York 
Reclining Seat Coaches 
 Cleveland to New York 
 Detroit to New York 
Observation Lounge Coach 
 Cleveland to New York 
 
No. 56 – Utica – Daily 
Coach 
 Utica to New York 
 
No.96 – Advanced Empire State 
Express – Daily 
Tavern Lounge Car 
 Buffalo to New York 
Buffet Parlor Car 
 Syracuse to New York 
Dining Car 
 Buffalo to New York 
Coaches 
 Buffalo to New York 
 Toronto to New York 
 Utica to New York 
 
 
 
 

 
 
No. 138 – Upstate Special – Daily 
Observation Parlor Car 
 Syracuse to New York 
Diner Lounge Car 
 Syracuse to New York 
Coach 
 Syracuse to New York 
 
No. 144 – The Laurentian – Daily 
Dining Car 
 Montreal to New York 
Coach 
 Montreal to New York 
 
No. 146 – New York Express – Daily 
Coach 
 Albany to New York 
 
No. 154 – Albany – Daily 
Coach 
 Albany to New York 
 
No. 156 – Local – Daily 
Coach 
 Utica to Albany 
 
No. 706 – Albany – Daily 
Coach 
 Troy to Albany 
 
No. 722 – Albany – Daily 
Coach 
 Troy to Albany 

 

PULLMAN, COACH and DINING CAR SERVICE - WESTWARD 
 
 
No. 17 – The Wolverine – Daily 
Lounge Sleeping Cars 
 New York to Chicago 
 New York to Detroit 
Sleeping Car 
 New York to Chicago 
Parlor Car 
 Detroit to Chicago 
Coach 
 New York to Chicago 
 
No. 19 – Lake Shore Limited – Daily 
Lounge Sleeping Car 
 New York to Chicago 
Sleeping Cars 
 New York to Chicago 
 New York to Toledo 
Buffet Parlor Car 
 New York to Syracuse 
Dining Service 
Coach 
 New York to Chicago 
 
No. 25 – Twentieth Century Limited – 
Daily 
Club Lounge Car 
 New York to Chicago 
Sleeping Car 
 New York to Chicago 
Observation Lounge Sleeping Car 
 New York to Chicago 
Dining Service 
Pullman Cars only; no coach passengers 
carried 
 
 
 

 
 
No. 35 – The Iroquois – Daily 
Coach 
 New York to Albany 
 
No. 51 – Empire State Express – Daily 
Tavern Lounge Car 
 New York to Cleveland 
Parlor Cars 
 New York to Cleveland 
 New York to Detroit 
Dining Cars 
 New York to Cleveland 
 New York to Detroit 
Reclining Seat Coaches 
 New York to Cleveland 
 New York to Detroit 
Observation Lounge Coach 
 New York to Cleveland 
 
No. 55 – Advanced Empire State 
Express – Daily 
Tavern Lounge Car 
 New York to Buffalo 
Parlor Car 
 New York to Lake Placid 
Dining Car 
 New York to Buffalo 
 New York to Lake Placid 
Coaches 
 New York to Toronto 
 New York to Buffalo 
 New York to Lake Placid 
 New York to Montreal 
 
 
 
 

 
 
No. 63 – Albany – Daily 
Coach 
 New York to Albany 
 
No. 95 – The Mohawk – Daily 
Sleeping Car 
 New York to Chicago 
Diner Lounge Car 
 New York to Buffalo 
Coach 
 New York to Chicago 
 
No. 143 – The Laurentian – Daily 
Dining Car 
 New York to Montreal 
Coach 
 New York to Montreal 
 
No. 155 – Local – Daily 
Coach 
 Albany to Utica 
 
No. 167 – Upstate Special – Daily 
Observation Parlor Car 
 New York to Syracuse 
Diner Lounge Car 
 New York to Syracuse 
Coach 
 New York to Syracuse 
 
No. 705 – Troy – Daily 
Coach 
 Albany to Troy 
 
No. 711 – Troy – Daily 
Coach 
 Albany to Troy 
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Norfolk & Southern Railroad painted 20 
locomotives in Heritage paint schemes this 
year in commemoration of the predecessor 
railroads that make up the current N&S.  
They gathered all of these locomotives at 
the North Carolina Transportation 
Museum in Spenser, NC on July 3 and 4. 
One of those locos was an EMD SD70ACe 
painted in New York Central colors. 

 

The NYCSHS was represented at that 
gathering by members, Art and Lynette 
Peterson and Joel Richardson.  They set up 
a NYCHS booth, handed out copies of the 
Central Headlight and membership 
applications and greeted visitors. 

Following the show, we heard back from 
Art and Joel.  

“Lynette and I really appreciate having the 
opportunity to serve the society in such a 
great venue,” said Art, “Our location was 
a prime one, and Joel was a godsend. It 
wasn't so bad being there at 6:30 a.m.; it 

would have really been tough having to 
stay until 8:00 p.m. During the day when 
things were busy outside, Lynette was 
able to care for the table, so I was able to 
photograph all the units that interested 
me; I may have shot all of them.  

 
“We did get a lot of traffic and apparent 
interest. When Lynette and I left on the 
4th, we were down to about 15 magazines.  
 
“By the way, I understand that NS will 
provide an app that will provide 
information on where and when the 
various heritage units will be running. NS 
is certainly to be commended for all that 
they have done. Rumor has it that now 
they will paint additional units in the 
schemes that didn't make it into the first 
group. That would be neat!” 

“Here are the photos I took. Thank you  

Manning	  a	  Booth	  at	  the	  North	  Carolina	  Transportation	  Museum’s	  

Norfolk	  &	  Southern	  Heritage	  Locomotive	  Display	  	  	  	   	  

By	  Art	  &	  Lynette	  Peterson	  and	  Joel	  Richardson	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Joel	  except	  as	  noted.	  
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for giving me the opportunity to get 
involved with the Society,” said Joel. “I 
praise Art and his wife as well for letting 
me sub in the later afternoon/evening and 
giving me the info to help me out. 
Hopefully we picked up a few more 
members to pass along to others. We got a 
lot of positive feedback on the NYC 
Modeler.” 

 

 

We have booths scheduled for the Great 
Train Expo in Indianapolis, IN, on Oct 13 -14 
and Rock Island, IL on Oct 6 -7. Stop by our 
booth. 

 

 

These two publicity shots from Norfolk 
Southern of the EMD SD70ACe painted in 
New York Central colors compared to vintage 
NYC Geep. (Photos by Norfolk Southern.) 

Art, Lynette, and Joel had a great time 
meeting a lot of new people and getting to 
tell them about the NYCSHS. 
 
We are looking for members to represent 
the Society in future train and hobby 
shows. 
 
If you would be interested in doing that, 
please contact either Dave Mackay or Noel 
Widdifield. mackdave@optimum.net 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Joel	  was	  restricted	  
in	   photographing	  
of	   the	   loco	   as	   it	  
was	   parked	  
among	   all	   of	   the	  
other	   locos.	   So	  
some	   of	   the	   shots	  
aren’t	   as	   clean	   as	  
they	   would	   have	  
been	   had	   #1066	  
been	  parked	  all	  by	  
itself.	  

Manning	  a	  Booth	  at	  the	  North	  Carolina	  Transportation	  Museum’s	  

Norfolk	  &	  Southern	  Heritage	  Locomotive	  Display	  (Continued)	  
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We are very pleased that you are a 
member of our great organization and I 
wanted to tell you a little more about us. 

  
The NYCSHS is dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the New York Central System 
and its predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through acquisition and 
preservation of NYCS related artifacts and 
through the dissemination of accurate 
information about the NYCS.  We are also 
dedicated to preserving the NYCS through 
the hobby of accurate modeling of the 
System. 
  
In order to do these things, our members 
spend a lot of time working on various 
projects and committees within the 
Society.   It is only through this volunteer 
support that we are able to accomplish all 
that we do. 
  
As a member you may not be aware of all 
of the opportunities available to you to 
support the organization.  I want to make 
you aware of those opportunities and give 
you a chance to volunteer to work with us 
in some of these positions. 
  
We need volunteers to work a few hours 
each month in the following areas: 
  
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to publish the NYCentral 
Modeler, work with manufacturers to 
develop accurate NYCS models of locos, 
rolling stock and structures, find speakers 

at events on NYCS modeling topics, and 
develop and update material for various 
NYCSHS websites and Yahoo Groups. We 
are looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Membership Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to establish and maintain 
contact with members.  This consists of 
writing and responding E-mail and 
written correspondence about NYCSHS 
happenings, reaching out to lapsed 
members, developing member recruiting 
advertisements, NYCSHS Yahoo Group 
participation as subject matter experts, 
developing and staffing booths at train 
and model railroad shows, and finding 
ways to make membership in the Society 
more beneficial to our members. We are 
looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Fund Raising Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to develop sources of funding 
for various projects within the 
Society.  This includes writing grant 
applications and approaching members 
and non-members to obtain funding for 
important activities to extend and improve 
our offerings to members. We are looking 
for committee members.   
 
Web Design & Website Support – This 
person(s) would assist the NYCSHS 
Webmaster in the design and support of 
our existing website 
(www.NYCSHS.org).  This position uses 
some of the following knowledge and 

If	  You	  Are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  Have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  You	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  
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capabilities:  HTML, CSS, design sense, 
JavaScript & Ajax, PHP, ASP, Java, Perl or  
C++; MySQL database, Flash, SEO, 
webserver administration skills, and 
project management skills.  Not all 
capabilities are required; and we will work 
with you if you have some of these skills 
and are interested in helping. 
  
On-Line Store Design & Support – This 
person would assist the NYCSHS 
Directors and the Webmaster to select a 
hosting service, analyze and select the 
store software and support, add the e-
commerce tools necessary to support 
utilities such as shopping carts, product 
search engine, product displays, product 
descriptions and payment options for an 
on-line store on the NYCSHS website. 
(www.NYCSHS.org) 
  
2014 Cleveland, Ohio NYCSHS 
Convention Volunteers – We need several 
people to assist with the planning and 
execution of the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention.  These people need to be 
located in the vicinity of Cleveland, Ohio 
and will work with the NYCSHS director 
responsible for the convention 
activities.  These conventions are fun and 
exciting and require considerable work 
over the 18 months.  Skills needed include 
planning and ability to work with teams. 
  
Archive Committee – We need several 
persons to help with the reorganization of 
the NYCSHS archives. Skills needed 
include: digitizing of hard copy materials; 
organizing and filing of material; sorting 

and generating finding aids for materials 
in storage; and general moving and 
storage skills.  Past experience with 
archival activities is a big plus. We are also 
looking for someone to replace the chair of 
this committee.  Work is done on the first 
concurrent Friday and Saturday (all day) 
of each month and all work is done in 
Wickliffe, Ohio (Cleveland area).  
  
We are very excited that you have joined 
us and look forward to working with you 
to make the NYCSHS even better.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, 
please contact me at: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net / 703-407-3059. 
  
Thanks, Noel (Chair, Membership 
Committee NYCSHS.) 
  

 

Workers pose in front of the Anderson, NYC 
Depot during its construction.  This station is 
prominently featured on my layout.  An 
article by Mike Tylick in the 2nd Quarter, 2012 
of the NYCentral Modeler highlighted his 
modeling of this station for my layout. (Photo 
by unknown.)  

If	  you	  are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  you	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  (Continued)	  
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(Prototype photo © 1995 John Almeida) 

Locomotives get most of the credit, but 
freight cars can brandish a railroad’s 
signature long after the paint fades.  To 
this end the ACF "Flexi-Flo" covered 
hopper is surely among the most unusual 
railroad freight cars ever built.   
Developed with the New York Central in 
the mid 1960's, the Flexi-Flow hopper was 
an alternate take on pneumatic pressure-
differential "rapid discharge" dry bulk 
hopper designs such as Pullman-
Standard's "Airslide".  In this function it 
served very well, and most of the cars 
built - in 3 batches over 3 years - were still 
in use well over 40 years later.  More 
interestingly, inspection of its design and 
construction reveals it to be a working 
prototype of sorts, leading to the 
development of the far more ubiquitous 
Cylindrical and ACF “Center Flow" 
designs that appeared within a few years.  
If it were built with a full-height ladder  

cage it might look strikingly similar to a 
cylindrical hopper.  But since cylindrical 
designs of this size were not yet proven for 
strength, and mostly intended for loads of 
lighter density, the round hopper body 
appears to be resting in a crudely braced 
"cradle" of sorts.   With the ladder cage 
completely missing there is naught but a 
couple vertical posts for crews to grab for 
access to a wide-open platform on either 
end.  It's truly an odd, evolutionary 
design.  The second and third batches 
were a bit cleaner in appearance with 
several modifications but still retained the 
low, open-end platforms and "cylinder in a 
cradle" appearance. 

A little over two hundred Flexi-Flos were 
built; all for the New York Central RR, all 
assigned to specific service.  Since they 
were so few, specialized and owned by 
just one Class 1 railroad, they were rarely 
seen outside of a few routes in the 
northeastern U.S.  Nonetheless, with their 
headquarters in the NYC's backyard, 
AHM solicited a model of this car from 
Roco of Austria in the early 60's.  But 
before the internet age, it was a car 
relatively few people had ever seen in real 
life and compounding the confusion, 
AHM themselves mistakenly called the car 
a "Center Flow Hopper" even though 
those cars -- direct descendants though 
they were -- are far, far different!  In 
perhaps the most surprising bit of irony, 
AHM never even offered the Flex-Flo in 
the New York Central paint scheme.   

NYC’s Late Yet Enduring Signature in HO: Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-
Flo" Into a Respectable Model 

By	  Tony	  Lucio	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tony	  except	  as	  noted.	  
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Repainting one would be easy enough, but 
the stock model itself had many other 
flaws.  Unfortunately more accurate brass 
models are few and far between, and 
priced accordingly.   My challenge in this 
project is to turn the lowly AHM car into a 
respectable model.  But why bother, 
especially if (like me) you don’t happen to 
model the NYC or successor lines 
outright? Blame the following photo: 

	  
(Prototype photo © 1995 John Almeida) 

Look closely under the grime and layers of 
paint: there's a ton of backstory hidden in 
this time-ravaged car. Recently, it even 
used to look like the car on page 55 and 
believe it or not, the two were 
photographed right next to each other. But 
three decades later, this particular 
specimen is stubbornly betraying not just 
one, or two, but three of its previous 
identities in a railroad history lesson. If 
you look at the brake end of the car, you'll 
see a mish-mosh of weather-beaten logos 
covering each other in varying degrees of 
preservation and decay: 

 

● The first owner, New York Central, 
is evidenced by the top curve of 
their oval logo, which is obscured 
by... 

● Penn Central’s infamous "mating 
worms" logo, appearing as 
condensed parallel lines obscured 
by... 

● A reasonably intact Conrail logo 
which kept Penn Central's carcass 
under wraps from 1976 through 
1999. 

At the time the photo was taken in 1995, 
this car had recently been sold to a fourth 
owner, as evidenced by the patchout and 
"MDTX" reporting marks. But the identity 
crisis doesn't end there:  the large "Flexi-
Flo" lettering is brandishing its original 
turquoise glory all the way from the 1960's 
when the NYC first applied them - 
subsequent adaptations of the brand logo 
are nowhere to be seen.  This is truly an 
astonishing and ironic example of real 
world weathering over 30 years.   

My goal was to build, paint, and distress a 
model to look exactly as the survivor 
pictured above.  A brass model would be 
out of the budget, so I had but one option: 
the classic AHM model with its numerous 
character quirks.  This was also perhaps 
only my second significant freight car 
kitbash, begun about five years ago.  
Through numerous fits and starts, I 
completed it much, much later.    There 
were a few points in the build where lack  

 

 

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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of information or parts posed a challenge, 
and I am definitely not an expert, nor a 
fully dyed “rivet counter.”  Certainly my 
methods may be improved in a few areas, 
and sometimes a tradeoff ensues when a 
feature is deemed “good enough.”  
Advanced modelers might improve upon 
my ideas and techniques, whereas other 
modelers may be satisfied implementing 
just a few.   From the outset this was not 
intended to win any museum-build 
contests (though it did win at the NMRA 
Division level), but to illustrate some of 
the interesting features of these cars better 
than the original 1960’s AHM / Roco tool-
ing.    

I originally wrote, posted and updated this 
project on my personal website. More-or-
less as it was in progress and after an 
inquiry I adapted that post into an article 
for the hopeful benefit of the NYCSHS.   I 
hope you enjoy it. 

	  
AHM’s Flexi-Flow model. 

AHM’s Flexi-Flow model was developed 
by Roco, incorrectly cataloged and listed 
as a “Center Flow,” and it is still fairly 
easy to find at train shows and online.   It 
is a dimensionally accurate example of the  

first order of NYC Flexi-Flow cars that 
were built by American Car & Foundry in 
1964.  These 25 cars were from lot 941-H, 
originally numbered from 85800-84824, 
and had 125T roller-bearing trucks with 
36” wheels, and 20” round hatch openings.    
Most notably however, they had the 
distinctive clusters of vertical support 
braces on the lower car side.    Subsequent 
Flexi-Flo orders in 1965 and 1966 added an 
additional 195 cars to the roster, but those 
cars had larger wheels and hatches and 
two large horizontal ribs on the lower 
sides instead of the vertical posts.   
Delivered just a few years before the PC 
merger, both versions are among the last 
unique spec rolling stock developed and 
commissioned by the New York Central 
System.  

While the model’s construction is typical 
of a more innocent era, it’s almost 
incredible that it ever passed muster.  For 
starters, compare the thick, fat, angular 
posts at the platform ends to the slim, 
straight, curvilinear wireform hand grabs 
on the real cars.  The walkway is a scale 
half-foot thick and devoid of tread, the end 
panels are incorrect, the hatches are 
entirely wrong, and pneumatic discharge 
plumbing is installed on both sides.  The 
problems don't end there: AHM even 
decorated this example with a Build Date 
of 1927!  There’s no doubt this was a very 
interesting -- and puzzling -- car to anyone 
who had never seen one in real life.  

 

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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Given those issues, the car needs to be 
hacked up quite a bit, so you’ll need the 
typical assortment of modeling tools 
(Xacto blades, pliers, pin vise and bits, etc.) 
and adhesives, some scrap styrene, and 
filler putty.  To complete the project, you’ll 
need to acquire or create several detail 
parts, including: 

 

● Etched metal walkways (I adapted 
a Plano #111 ACF Center Flow kit 
but others may work. You need one 
with a rectangular grid pattern) 

● Round hopper hatches 
● Two air reservoirs and plumbing 

wire 
● Side grab irons, angled stirrups, 

and other wire details 
● 125T roller-bearing trucks and 36” 

wheels 
● Coupler draft-gear boxes 
● Decals and paint to suit your 

prototype 
 

 
First, remove the separate detail parts 

(walkway, ladders, etc.). Then cut, hack, 
carve, and remove the cast-on walkway 
supports (which is easy) and roof hatches 
(a bit more difficult).  Resulting and 
original holes are filled with green putty 
and sanded for contour. The incorrect end 
panels are cut out, and the exposed inside 
edge contours of the hopper body ends are 
refined to make them a consistent 
thickness. 

	  

New end panels are easily scratchbuilt 
from sheet styrene.  More troublesome, is a 
gap between the roof insert panel and 
body ends (see previous photo).  
Originally the gap was simply obscured 
by the solid walkway, so a photo-etched 
replacement will expose this flaw.  At this 
point in the build I was unsure if the roof 
should remain removable, so I attached a 
sheet styrene extension underneath the 
roof panel, and layered putty on top.  Even 
if you intend to glue the roof in place 
afterward, this is probably the best way to 
fill the gap.   After reviewing several 
prototype photos I noted the discharge 
piping should be removed from one side.  

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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It’s easy to remove the portion below the 
sill, but you’ll need to carve the valves off 
the body. 

Speaking of the lower body, if you want to 
make the second (and far more common) 
version of the Flexi-Flo, you’ll need to 
carve off the 14 short vertical posts, 
smooth the resulting surface, and install 
the large horizontal ribs that span the 
length of the car.  Now would be the time 
to do so.  

 

I decided to replace the end platforms 
with brass plate. At the time I lacked 
conclusive overhead shots that showed if 
the platforms were hollow or standard 
solid plate, and a case seemed plausible 
for either.  I decided a hollow platform 
would be visually interesting but if it 
turned out to be grossly inaccurate or look 
ridiculous, would be easily corrected with 
thin styrene underneath (as opposed to 
building it solid and later finding out it 
was hollow). 

 

Of course it turns out the platforms were 
solid textured plate (smooth steel plate 
with anti-skid coating) so it looks like I’ll 
have to add that styrene after all.   Still, 
there’s a valuable lesson here: you don’t 
always have to let a project die on the vine 
for lack of conclusive information.  When 
faced with an either/or dilemma, engineer 
some flexibility so you can revise things in 
the future if necessary.  Real railroads do 
this all the time - even without deliberate 
foresight. 

 

A review of prototype photos revealed the 
pneumatic piping should be on only one 
side of the car.  The original supports are 
solid chunks of plastic; doubtlessly this 
was done in the name of durability so it’s 
forgivable, but these should be removed in 
favor of hollow support brackets.  I bent 
some from spare Athearn handrail 
stanchions.  Originally I wanted to 
construct all-new piping and detach the 
valves from the car side, but tempered my 
ambitions a bit.   The Allen McClelland 
philosophy of “good enough” sometimes  

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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comes to play even when you’ve invested 
a bit of time - bigger improvements from 
less time can still be gained elsewhere, and 
the AHM piping looks good even though 
it is flat on the backside (I don’t really ever 
notice this when the car is online).   

Also note the holes I added to the jacking 
pads at the bolster ends.  I later realized 
these should be modified to better match 
the bent dimensional steel of the 
prototype, but they look good nonetheless.     
I also filled the kingpin holes in favor of 
substituting proper 125T roller-bearing 
trucks and wheels in place of the original 
AHM journal bearing talgo trucks.   Draft 
gearboxes and knuckle couplers will come 
at the end.  

 

Taking shape, this near-complete view shows 
a number of the added parts and 
enhancements. 

No commercial walkway kits are designed  

specifically for the Flexi-Flo. I adapted a 
Plano walkway for Center Flow hoppers 
to match.  A kit for cylindrical hoppers 
may also work, I just happened to have 
some center flow ones handy.   In any 
event the walkway supports, having been 
designed for a different car, aren't quite 
the exact dimensions to fit the curvature 
profile of a Flexi-flow, and as a result bow 
out ever just so just slightly when viewed 
from certain angles.  Did you notice?  This 
effect is minimal and all but disappears 
once the car is painted. Remember to 
alternate the thin and thick support 
brackets, and install them so they extend 
flush from the edge of the horizontal 
reinforcing rib at the top of the carbody.   
This requires drilling fifty-two #79 holes. 
Tedious work, but this might arguably be 
a single biggest improvement you can 
make to the model.  

Shorten the walkways and install them 
much the same way as for the intended kit; 
the only real change is to the end crossover 
walks, which you’ll have to modify and 
custom-bend.  Measure carefully.  I rebent 
mine after taking the photo, to eliminate 
the gap between the body and the 
walkway “hump.”   Before you glue the 
walkways in place, make sure you’ve 
weighed the car properly.  You won’t have 
an easy way to open the car to add weight 
once they are secure -- as I learned the 
hard way. 

After the walkways, the next glaring 
deficiency is the hatches: the original cast-
on ovals were nicely detailed but  

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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completely wrong.    Round hatches 
should be substituted, but even my 
original attempt shown here fell short.  I 
had so many standard hatches begging to 
be used it never dawned on me that a 
pressurized car would of course need 
pressurized (lockable) hatches.   Still, it’s a 
marked improvement, and I at least 
caught on that the center hatch is actually 
offset 16 inches toward the “A” end of the 
car.    

The piping for the brake and pneumatic 
discharge air reservoirs was an exercise in 
economy:  I raided the junk bin for 
approximate parts for the reservoirs and 
valves -- surely more exact parts exist but 
mine are still an improvement and convey 
the point.  I custom-bent .032 brass wire 
for the piping; I wanted it to be sturdy, 
which it was to a fault as it was difficult to 
make adjustments for fit and placement.  
Once in place, it almost looked a hair too 
big, but paint really toned this down.  I 
might try .022 wire “next time.” 

My scratchbuilt grab posts were more 
successful, if somewhat aggravating.  I 
bent the same .032 wire to the signature 
curve profile by winding one end around a 
small nail, bending the other end at a right 
angle to attach to the sill, and trimming 
the excess.  I inserted the curved end into 
holes drilled into .060 square styrene 
posts.  The fits need to be exact in order for 
the posts to remain vertically plumb while 
the post-to-sill adhesive joint cures (sturdy 
wire is a benefit here); on the other hand, if 
you attach the posts first you risk breaking  

them while installing the wires.   This is by 
far the most challenging part of the build, 
but patience and persistence pays off.   

 

The model is primed and ready to paint. 

A quick coat of primer gives a better feel 
for what work remains.  My fears that the 
brass brake wire was too big were 
removed along with the shine, as it now 
seems an appropriate size.  Without the 
mishmash of colors and materials, it 
almost looks like a real car.  The discolored 
portions of the roof where the filler still 
shows look somewhat like lading spillage 
and will blend nicely with weathering to 
come. Obviously if you are building a 
“new” car, you’ll want to invest more 
attention to this area.   My car is a 
survivor, so I didn’t mind a few “rough 
edges” (and there are some).   Where 
veteran cars are concerned, primer leaves 
a wonderful, slightly textured flat finish 
and were it not for the decal work still 
necessary, I would  

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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leave it this way.  To that end I left the 
ends and sills as they are, and only treated 
the main body where decals will go. 

I added some angled wire stirrups as well 
as some sill grabs.  Coupler cut bars would 
be another improvement.   The original 
ladder and brake wheel stand are decent, 
but some brake wheel chain would 
enhance the appearance.  Couplers were 
installed by making a mounting pad from 
styrene and installing it under the end 
platform, then mounting a Kadee draft 
gear box to that.   You’ll need to do this 
even if you retained the original plastic 
end platforms.  

 

As my car is modeled after a one-off 
unique survivor, I created my own decals 
to match, drawing all the graphics -- 
including the Penn Central and Conrail 
logos -- from scratch.  I printed them on an 
Alps MD-5000.  The nuances of computer 
graphics editing and decal printing are far 
too numerous and detailed to explain here.  
There are a few commercial sets available 

to decal and letter new flexi-flow cars.   If 
you like mine, feel free to contact me at 
goingincirclez@gmail.com or 
goingincirclez.com. 

Decaling, layer-painting, weathering and 
touch-up was done over the course of a 
few evenings -- probably adding to about 
five hours in total.   

 

 

 

“So was it worth it? You be the judge,” asks 
Tony. 

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" Into a Respectable Model (Continued) 
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As usual, the first round of glamour 
photos revealed a few necessary tweaks, 
which I'll probably go back to and fix... but 
I couldn't be happier overall.   A few 
nitpicks are quickly overshadowed by an 
amazing transformation.   It stands out 
even in a weathered consist, while 
speaking to nearly 50 years of heritage, 
service and survival, and that's what 
matters.   The fact that nobody else will 
have one quite like this is a bonus, too.

 

NYC S-1b 6005 on train 421 near Cincinnati, 
Ohio in June 1954. (Photo by Jeremy Taylor, 
NYCSHS Collection. 

 

A few weeks ago I got a call from my 
younger brother.  He had decided that I 
should have our father’s American Flyer 
O-Gauge #1281 Passenger set.  Dad would 
have received that set sometime around 
1914 or 1915.  My brother had kept the set 
after Dad passed away several years ago, 
since he had built a cabinet to house the 
set for Dad. 

I tried to tell him that he should keep the 
set, but he insisted I have it since, “I was 
the real train guy in the family.” 

I had forgotten what it looked like, so I 
was pleasantly surprised when it arrived 
on my doorstep. 

 

When the set arrived I was editing Paul 
Pickhard’s article about his dad’s TT-scale 
trains.  So in the next NYCentral Modeler I 
plan to write about my dad’s trains. I have 
done some research, and it should be an 
interesting article. 

    

 

Kitbashing the AHM "Flexi-Flo" 
(Continued)  By Tony Lucio     

My Dad’s American Flyer O-Gauge 
#1281 Passenger Set 
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Bob Keeler on left and Dennis Regan on right, after 
setting up the NYCSHS display at the Sixth St. Louis 
Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet, July 27-28, 2012. 

NYCSHS members Bob Keeler and Dennis Regan 
manned the NYCSHS information table at the St. 
Louis meet.  This was the first time the NYCSHS 
was represented at the St. Louis meet.  John 
Golden and Dan Kohlberg, two of the meet 
organizers, personally expressed their enthusiasm 
about our participation.  In fact, our society was 
mentioned first among all participating historical 
societies listed in the advance flyer announcing the 
meet.  NYCSHS participation was mentioned in 
the official meet program, and the Society’s door 
prize donations were recognized in the program as 
well.  Dan also made a personal comment on the 
impressive door prizes the Society provided.	  

 

We were allotted two tables, and as it turns 
out we needed that much space to display 
Bob’s approximately 8-foot long NYC J3 
Hudson engineering drawing from the 
Society drawing collection. Bob’s J3 
drawing brought in a lot of interested 
visitors and served as the starting point for 
multiple discussions.  It really was a great 
lead-in for us to “talk up” the Society.	  

 
 
Bob Keeler welcoming one of the first visitors 
to the NYCSHS information display with the 
J3 drawing on the table in front of him. 
 
Bob also brought his G-scale NYC GP-30, 
which caught the eye of many passers-by.  
Bob’s 1950’s-era Strombecker DeWitt 
Clinton at the other end of the table also 
prompted interest from some of the older 
attendees who recognized that model 
immediately as one that brought back 
pleasant memories of their younger days.  
Bob’s scratchbuilt NYC jet snow blower 
and fuel tank car got a lot of favorable 
comments and prompted discussion of 
NYC technology advances too.  I brought a 
stand-in HO-scale model of an NYC 
10Rmte-6DB Pullman and an NYC double  

Manning	  a	  Booth	  at	  the	  6th	  St.	  Louis	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  
By	  Bob	  Keeler	  &	  Dennis	  Regan	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dennis	  

Super detailed 
HO-scale NYC 
E8A models 
displayed by a 
participant.	  
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hopper.  So between us, we had a lot of NYC 
history covered in model form.   

  
 
Close-up of the NYCSHS information display tables 
featuring Bob Keeler’s NYC J3 engineering drawing and 
his detailed G-scale NYC GP-30. 

 

Bob Keeler’s 1950s-era wood Strombecker model of the 
DeWitt Clinton displayed atop his copy of the NYC J3 
engineering drawing. 

 

 

Bob Keeler’s scratchbuilt HO-scale NYC jet 
snow blower X27210 and supporting fuel tank 
car. Bob showed his snow blower on top of the 
photo in the Central Headlight, which served 
as the inspiration for his model. 

 

Dennis Regan’s stand-in model of NYC 10 
roomette-6 double bedroom Pullman “Iroquois 
River.” (above) Dennis Regan’s weathered HO-
scale NYC twin hopper 834592. (below) 

         

Manning	  a	  Booth	  at	  the	  6th	  St.	  Louis	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  
(Continued)	  

By	  Bob	  Keeler	  &	  Dennis	  Regan	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dennis	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2012 66	  

We also saw some nice models of NYC 
equipment on display that I photographed, 
but we never found the persons who 
displayed these models. 

        

 

 

 

Super detailed HO-scale NYC motive power 
and passenger cars displayed by a participant 
at the Sixth St. Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet. 

We distributed membership applications 
and talked extensively about the Society to 
the folks picking up these applications. We 
also had positive interactions with several 
other people who did not pick up 
applications but were interested in the 
NYC nonetheless. 
 
In summary, Bob and I really enjoyed 
talking up the NYCSHS and the NYC with 
our visitors.  We hope it pays off in 
increased interest in the Society and new 
memberships.  Thanks for all your support 
to us, which made our participation an 
enjoyable task. 
 
Bob and Dennis had a great time meeting a 
lot of new people and getting to tell them 
about the NYCSHS. 
 
We are looking for members to participate 
in future train and hobby shows, 
representing the Society. 
 
If you would be interested in doing that, 
please contact either Dave Mackay or Noel 
Widdifield. mackdave@optimum.net 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
 
We have booths scheduled for the Great Train 
Expo in Rock Island, IL on Oct 6 -7 and in 
Indianapolis on Oct 13 -14. Stop by our booth. 
              

  
 

Manning	  a	  Booth	  at	  the	  6th	  St.	  Louis	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  
(Continued)	  

By	  Bob	  Keeler	  &	  Dennis	  Regan	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dennis	  
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!

!!
Models!by!Jim!Six,!NYCSHS!Member 

Are you a fan of the New York Central?  Are you interested in prototypical modeling? As a 
member of the New York Central System Historical Society, you will receive the Central 
Headlight, our quarterly, acclaimed magazine, and chat with NYC fans and modelers on our 
NYCSHS members-only Yahoo Group.  You can attend our annual conventions, and benefit 
from the first-hand knowledge of former NYCS employees and from the expertise of NYC 
historians, researchers, modelers and writers who will help you with answers to questions about 
NYCS history, locos, rolling stock, structures, and operating practices. Modelers check out the 
NYCentral Modeler at http://www.nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php     Do it right! Join today! 
!

Visit our website and join today. http://www.nycshs.org/ 

Get!great!prototype!info!from!!
the!people!who!lived!it...!!

Join Today!     
Regular memberships only $39 per year. 

!

!

NEW!YORK!CENTRAL!SYSTEM!
HISTORICAL!SOCIETY,!INC.!

DEPT!N!•!P.O.!BOX!130!•!GATES!MILLS,!OH!44040R0130!

!

Join the New York Central System Historical 
Society Today 
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car    

Dick Barrett’s Model Railroad Collection 

 

 

 

Hitomi Okuno’s HO NYCS Layout in Tokyo, Japan 

    

These are photos of an extensive NYCS layout designed and built by NYCSHS member Hitomi Okuno who 
lives in Tokyo, Japan.  We have several members living outside the U.S. and have had articles by members 
from Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.  We plan to run an article by Hitomi in our next edition marking 
the first one from a member in Japan.   (Photos by Hitomi Okuno.) 

 

 

 

In our next issue we will read 
about NYCSHS Director’s vast 
collection of model trains in 
several scales.  This is a great 
example of another way that many 
of our members enjoy the model 
railroad hobby without a layout. 
(Photo by Dick Barrett) 
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car  
Jim Mardiguian’s O-Scale Trains Running on 
the Stamford Model Railroad Club’s Layout  

 

The RS3 is a NJ Custom Brass reworked with a Kemtron cab, Central Loco Works trucks and other 
details (stacks, markers, etc.). The baggage is an All-Nation kit that Jim just completed. The coach is 
a Kasiner kit, which Jim acquired, as-is. He says, “Nothing like digital photography to bring out the 
worst in a model.  Bent-up handrails and all. Black and white conversion helps.”  They look pretty 
good to us. If any of you know Jim, persuade him to send us some more photos of his equipment. 
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Photo Section     

The Observation Car  
Jim Six Has His Loyalty to Prototypes and Sanity Questioned 

 

Jim Six started working on his NYC Z1 again after some questioned his loyalty to the prototype and 
sanity when he said he was kitbashing a NYC Z1 class 2-10-2. He knew the NYC sold its ten USRA 
2-10-2 locomotives to the Grand Trunk/CN in 1927, but he wanted to have these locomotives 
remaining on the NYC roster. They were hypothetically upgraded and modified over the years to 
appear like this model. He intends to use it to haul coal drags from Cincinnati or Louisville north 
along his line to the power plants in northern Indiana and southwestern Michigan. The photo of the 
left is the model, as it exists today. The photo on the right is one that he shortened the smokestack to 
look more like those found on his Mohawks.  He then posed the question on several Yahoo Groups as 
to which one looked more realistic. 
 
The response from Rich Stoving, president of the NYCHS: who said, “Jim, with that Elesco FWH 
mounted high on the front end (rather un-NYC practice), I think the taller stack looks better.  But 
the shorter stack looks more like NYC practice.  BTW, I admire your suppositional 
modeling.  Model railroading should always be fun, and it is indeed fun to conjure up what might 
have been.  The neat thing about you running one in Indiana is that the Z's did get transferred to 
the CCC&St.L before they were sold to the CNR. 
 
“A suggestion:  Since the Z's were WWI engines built in 1919, might it not be appropriate 
to base your hypothetical "surviving on NYC into 1943" Z on the appearance of one of Central's 
surviving Elesco FWH-equipped L-1's built roughly the same time?  
 
“What do you plan to number it?  If I'd been CME motive power and had to assign numbers to 
prototype surviving Z's in the 1936 renumbering, I'd have used NYC 2690-2699, a short unused 
series that followed the L-1d's and preceded the L-2a's.  
Ain't this fun?” 

Remember, model railroading is supposed to be fun! 
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Photo Section     

The Observation Car  

Ron Parisi Returns in Next Issue 

 

Seems like a lot of railroading going on in this 1931 shot. Incredibly it is a southwesterly view in the 
Central's 60th Street yard shot from the roundhouse roof. Most immediately we see the powerhouse 
stacks just to the right of a Mohawk sitting on the ready track waiting for its charge to run up to 
Harmon. If we strain our eyes we can see the six giant smoke stacks of the IRT powerhouse in the 
distance. The right margin reveals the three Transfer Bridges and the left side just shows the 
residential apartments that abut the yard.  We are in for an experience as we explore the largest, 
busiest yard on Manhattan and conclude with Ron's modeling plans. (Photo Ron Parisi Collection.) 
 

 



New York Central System Historical Society  
2013 Convention & Meeting Poughkeepsie, New York 

Friday, April 26 to Sunday, April 28, 2013 
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Friday, April 26 
• Registration 
• Visit historic sites 
• Evening speakers 
 
Saturday, April 27 
• Ride the NYC Hudson and Electric Divisions 
to Grand Central Terminal 
• Tour the Terminal 
• Annual Banquet 
• Speaker: Randall Fleischer 
Senior Director, Metro-North Railroad 
“Grand Central Terminal: Then & Now” 
• Members Meeting 
 
Sunday, April 28 
• Tour Metro-North Diesel-Electric 
Shops at Harmon 
 
Historic Sites and Self-Guided Tours 
• Walkway Over the Hudson 
• NYCS Station at Hyde Park 
• Vanderbilt Family Mansion at Hyde Park 
• NYCS Station at Poughkeepsie 
• Hopewell Junction Railroad Station 
• FDR Presidential Library and Museum 
• Eleanor Roosevelt Val-Kill Home at Hyde 
Park 
• Culinary Institute of America at Hyde Park 
• Danbury Railroad Museum 
• Yorktown Museum 
• Catskill Mountain Railroad 
• Empire State Railroad Museum 
• Kingston Model Railroad Club Layout 
 
Speakers 
• John Militano 
Harmon Diesel-Electric Shops 
 
• George Lukacs 
NYCS Station at Poughkeepsie 
 
• Fred Schaeffer 
Walkway Over the Hudson 
 

• Ralph Gabler 
NYCS Station at Hyde Park 
 
• Bernie Rudberg 
Hopewell Junction Station 
 
• Carl J. Liba 
NYCS Electric Division 
 
• Shel Lustig 
Working G.C.T. for P.C. and Conrail 
 
• Alan Bell 
Modeling the New York Central System 
 
• Noel Widdifield 
Publishing the NYCentral Modeler Magazine 
 
• Ron Parisi 
How I Model the NYC 
 
• Craig Woodworth 
Riding Niagaras, Hudsons and Electrics 
 
• Joe Schiavone 
The Old “Put” Line 
 
• Dave McKay 
Modeling Commuter Trains on the River 
Division in HO 
 
• Otto Vondrak 
The Harlem Division: Vanderbilt’s First 
 
Registration Fee 
$189.00 per person on or before March 27. 
$229.00 per person after March 27. 
 
Hotel Rooms 
• $129.00 plus tax (Special Convention Rate) 
• Reservation Deadline is March 27 
for the Special Convention Rate 
• Reserve your room by calling the hotel’s 
Reservation Desk at 1-800-216-1034 
Full details at www.nycshs.org 



Name of Attendee

Name of Guest(s)

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone  Member #

E-mail

Number of Attendees  Total Amount $

New York Central System Historical Society
2013 Convention & Meeting

Poughkeepsie, New York • April 26–April 28, 2013

RegiStRatioN FoRM
Historical

society, inc.

Please send payment to: Richard Barrett, 26 James Drive, Loudonville, New York 12211
Please make checks payable to: New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.

Registration Fee: 

NYCSHS Members (including family members) $189.00 each for all activities including 
the Evening Banquet. Non-members can register at $189.00 plus a fee of $39.00. The extra 
fee covers membership in the Society for one year, including all rights and benefits, along 
with four issues of the Society’s quarterly magazine, Central Headlight. Late registration for 
NYCSHS members after March 27th is $229.00. 

Hotel rooms have been made available at The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel. Please call the hotel 
directly at 1-800-216-1034. Rooms can be reserved at the special NYCSHS rate of $129.00. 

Please note: you must mention the NYCSHS Convention to get the rate. 
Early reservations are essential as there are only 85 rooms reserved on a first come, first served  
basis. Members need to know that after March 27, rooms are not guaranteed and rates may  
increase at the hotel’s discretion.

You are responsible for making your own reservations.

Dinner Choices:
Please check your choice

Grilled Steak  Chicken Cordon Bleu  Sole Francaise  Florentine Lasagna

www.nycshs.org
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The New York Central System Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that their 2013 Annual Meeting & Convention will be held 
Friday, April 26 through Sunday, April 28, 2013, in Poughkeepsie, 
New York, at the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel in Poughkeepsie.  

Visit several historic sites and then join us in the evening at the hotel 
for a series of speakers on Friday.  On Saturday, ride a Metro North 
train along the NYC Hudson and Electric Divisions to the Grand 
Central Terminal and return to the hotel for the banquet and speaker. 

On Sunday take a guided tour of the Metro North Diesel-Electric shops 
at Harmon and return to the hotel in the evening. 

For the modelers, this will be an opportunity to come and see some 
new projects the society is working on and to meet some of the people 
who are helping to expand this area, while other NYC fans can meet 
and talk with former NYC employees from different fields about their 
stories and experiences.  There will be several speakers talking about 
NYCS modeling at the convention.  Be sure you don’t miss this event. 
 
Watch the website: www.nycshs.org for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Dick Barrett at 
Rich645@aol.com or visit our website: www.NYCSHS.com for a 
registration form. (See page 72 for registration form) 

As we travel through the fall, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
January 2013 edition.  It will be hard to think about model railroading 
during this beautiful fall season, but we know that some of you 
continue to build models and run your railroads in spite of all of those 
falling leaves and other fun things. If you are not building or buying 
things for your railroad at least some of you should be running your 
trains.  So even if you don’t feel you can write an article, just send us 
some photos of your layout.  We need them for all of our publications, 
but to make the next one, send them to us by December 1, 2012.  
Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Thanks, Noel 

NYCSHS 2013 Annual Meeting  
Preview Of 1St 
Quarter 2013 

issue 
 

This NYC SW8  waits for the big 
hook to put the derailed cars back 

on their trucks on George 
Reineke’s NYC harbor layout to 

be featured in the next 
NYCentral Modeler. (Photo by 

The next issue will have continuing 
coverage of modeling by Ron Parisi.  
We will also have an article by Tom 
Thompson on modeling the NYCS 

Steel Coach Series #800-972. 
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Look for Tom Bailey’s second 
article on “Kitbashing Steam 
Locomotives in the Jan. 2013 

edition, as well. 



	  

NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 130 Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130  WWW.NYCSHS.ORG 
 

Special Offer on Two Great Books 
If you love steam (and electrics)… 

Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both! 
 

      
You simply must have…Steam Locomotives 
of the New York Central Lines, 
Volumes 1 & 2 by William D. Edson and H. 
L. Vail, Jr. assisted by Edward L. May.  The 
ultimate authority on steam and electric 
locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton of 1831 to 
P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books represent a 
lifetime of research for each of the compilers and 
are a fitting memorial, not only to the legacy of 
the New York Central Lines but also to the 
authors’ untiring efforts to preserve that legacy 
for all of us.  These are a very limited edition and 
only a few remain.  They will not be printed 
again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to save 
on this valuable resource. Can be ordered on 
our website with PayPal or send a check to 
the address below. 

Volume 1: New York Central & 
Hudson River, Boston & Albany 
310 page, hard cover, 320 photos, 184 drawings 
and maps. Only $30 plus $10 domestic* postage.  
Ohio residents include $2.33 state sales tax for 
each volume. 
Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern, Lake Erie & Western, 
Indiana Harbor Belt, Chicago River & 
Indiana Chicago Junction, Ohio 
Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 
428 pages, hard cover, 672 illustrations.  Only 
$30 plus $10 domestic* postage. Ohio residents 
include $2.33 state sales tax for each volume. 
(*Non-US postage charged at actual cost.) 

GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 
(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC* POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.80 SALES TAX) 




