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New York Central System Modeling 

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about 
modeling of the railroad in all scales. This issue features articles, 
photos, and reviews of NYC related models and layouts. The 
objective for the publication is to help members improve their 
ability to model the New York Central and promote modeling 
interests. 

In our continued focus for the NYCentral Modeler on modeling of the New York Central System, we want 
to remind our readers that November is National Model Railroad Month.  This gives all of us a chance to 
reach out to potential members and to young people to introduce them to the joys of modeling and to the 
excitement of the history of the New York Central. 

This activity gives us the opportunity to really be creative in how we go about celebrating the month.  
Activities can range from taking a model to work for display on your desk to a full-up open house 
featuring your layout.  If you are a member of a railroad club you might consider a club open house, 
putting on modeling clinics or just putting up a display at your local library or school. Continued on page 24 
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The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several former 
employees of the New York Central 
Railroad. The NYCSHS is chartered as 
a non-profit corporation under the 
laws of the State of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate the 
legacy of the New York Central 
System and its predecessor lines and 
subsidiary roads through the 
acquisition and preservation of their 
various histories, traditions, 
documents, records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of accurate 
information in a manner that is 
consistent with good stewardship and 
preservation.  Your membership gets 
you four issues of the popularly 
acclaimed Central Headlight, the official 

publication of the NYCSHS.  Only 
available to members, each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branch line to 
mainline, and from the early days of 
Vanderbilt to the waning months of 
Young and Perlman, the Central 
Headlight covers it all. Our Annual 
Meetings are also an event not to be 
missed, focusing on the preservation 
of New York Central railroad history 
with informative speakers, 
presentations and tours. The Society 
also has many NYC reference books 
and drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is open to all, 
so don't delay! 

New York Central System Historical Society 
 

“I hope you’re not going to turn the Headlight into just another modeling magazine!”  I could sense the 
scorn between the lines of the email message.  It was from one of the Society’s oldest and most 
supportive members, and the implication was clear:  if we did significantly change the focus of Central 
Headlight, he’d be history. 

The author of the email had read my message in the August issue of Central Headlight in which I stated 
that the Society would become more supportive of modelers.  But, I explained in my reply, that support 
will not alter the content of the magazine, which will remain focused on the prototype. 

He was satisfied, but I wasn’t.  I was left to ponder why it is that some rail enthusiasts appear to scorn 
model railroading.  I also wondered why it is that some railroad historical societies have struggled with 
modeler vs. historian differences. 

Such differences ought not to be.  Any serious modeler is quick to embrace any information about the 
prototype that he or she models.  This is especially true now with the emphasis on prototypical 
operation.  Knowledge of the way a real railroad operates or operated in the past, and why, is essential 
to a growing number of modelers.  Likewise, any railroad historian cannot fail to be impressed by the 
technical and historical accuracy of any serious modeler’s efforts. 

It is my hope that by publishing both the electronic magazine NYCentral Modeler and the Central 
Headlight, the Society may meet the broadest possible spectrum of interests of all who hold dear the 
memory of the NYCS, and that those who enjoy modeling the New York Central and those who enjoy 
studying its history may both come to a full appreciation of each other’s enjoyment. 

Greetings from NYCHS President, R. L.  Stoving  
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From the Cab 
This second edition of the NYCentral Modeler is an 
international edition.  We have authors from New 
Zealand, Australia, Canada and the US.  We also 
have the first of a two-part interview with Tony 
Koester and get a look at NYCSHS Director Tom 
Gerbracht’s beautiful O scale layout. 

None of our authors in this edition ever worked 
on the New York Central, but their love of the 
railroad shines through in their articles.  All of 
them are modelers and most model only the NYC. 

It is exciting starting something new and this 
venture has been no exception.  Our learning 
curve was been quite steep, but it has been fun. 

In spite of the workload of compiling the first two 
editions, I still had time to work with a good 
friend to upgrade most of my locos to DCC, and I 
am very pleased with the result.  I can’t believe 
that I waited so long to do it. 

This publication will be successful if we can 
continue to get the high quality articles we need.  
Please consider contributing some of your favorite 
modeling activities to us.  An article with a lot of 
photos doesn’t take that long to do and you have 
the privilege of seeing your modeling in “print.” 

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections to NYCBigFour@comcast.net. 

The NYCentral Modeler 

This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the 
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – all rights 
reserved. It may be reproduced for personal 
use only. It is not for sale. 

Articles and photos submitted for 
publication are encouraged.  Materials 
submitted are considered to be gratis and no 
reimbursement will be made to the author(s) 
or the photographer(s) or his/her 
representative.  The Society reserves the 
right to reject, for any reason, any material 
submitted for publication. 

Please contact the editor for information and 
guidelines for submission.  We have a style 
guide to be used for all articles and this will 
be sent to any aspiring author.  Photos 
should be submitted at not less than 640 X 
480 pixels and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  
Statements and opinions made are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent 
those of the Society. 

We make ever effort to ensure all 
information is technically correct, but do not 
guarantee it for accuracy.  All articles and 
photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS Publications and Information 
NYCSHS Central Headlight  R. L. Stoving stoving@pdt.net 
NYCSHS Books www.nycshs.org 

NYC Drawings Tom Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com 

NYC Passenger Car Information  Hugh Guillaume  mguillaume1224@aol.com 

NYCSHS NYCentral Modeler  Noel Widdifield NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS Website  www.nycshs.org 
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
In this column, you will find information about 
new models coming out from various 
manufacturers and New York Central coverage 
in various modeling and railroad magazines.  

               

♦ Broadway Limited Imports  (HO) 

BLI’s 1923 HO NYC boxcars covered in the 
last issue of NYCentral Modeler are now 
showing   availability in November of this 
year. 

 

 

♦ Precision Scale Co., Inc./ Iron Horse 
Models  (HO) 

At publication, Precision Scale will have 
Dreyfuss streamlined J-3 Hudsons available 
in HO.  They will offer at least six versions 
with original striping and tenders and later 
versions with revised striping, partially 
removed shrouding, and PT tenders. 
http://psc1.virtualfocus.com/ 

♦ Atlas USRA Steel Rebuilt Boxcars (HO) 

Atlas’s HO model of the USRA Steel Rebuilt 
Boxcar with two NYC numbers and two 
P&LE numbers is not accurate.  The Atlas 
prototypes were originally double-sheathed 
in wood.  The New York Central USRA 
double-sheathed boxcars were not rebuilt.  
The car numbers Atlas selected belonged to 
other earlier cars that differed in details 
from their models. More complete coverage 
was found in the last issue of the NYCentral 
Modeler. 

 

♦ Centralia Car Shops GP-30 (Z)  

  Electro-Motive Division GP30 diesel 
locomotive. New York Central. Three road 
numbers. Road-specific details and Auto-
Latch knuckle couplers. Distributed by Inter 
Mountain Railway Co. 

Corrections to the Last Issue 

♦ The captions on the photos of the 
Athearn GP-9’s were reversed on page 
43. 

♦ There was an error in “NYC Modelers 
Meet Off-Line on page 41.  This from 
Ralph Schiring: “"Hence, 64 Mid-Western 
operators converged on the city during the 
weekend of June 11th, and enjoyed 
simulating rail operations on 12 layouts." 
(Continued in two pages.) 
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)                                                                              

Jim Benedict, Associate Editor        

♦ Key Model Imports NYC J-3 Hudsons  (HO) 

Key Model Imports (formerly Key Imports) has indicated they still intend to produce the as-built and 

modified J-3 Hudsons that were originally slated for 2008 delivery.  This extremely limited HO Scale 

run is now tentatively scheduled for 2012 delivery.  Although Key is not taking any more 

reservations, dealers should have some available.  There are no streamlined versions.  The 

modernized features generally include relocated sand domes with exposed sander valves, top-

mounted left-side check valve, Worthington feedwater heater, and right-side power reverse with 

raised running board.  The specific engines are listed below. http://www.keymodels.net/id15.html 

 

5451 at Harmon 5/31/53  Photo by Edward L. May  

5442 as built at Harmon 12/5/37  

Photo by Edward L. May 
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)                                                                              

Jim Benedict, Associate Editor        

♦ Trix NYC Pacemaker Boxcars (HO) 

Trix has had Pacemaker boxcars in various 
scales that may still be available at some 
dealers, and Intermountain will have them in 
HO by November.  From a photo of the Trix 
car, I cannot tell if the car height and the ends 
are correct.  The prototype cars were essentially 
the 1937 AAR design having a ten-foot interior 
height but with updated ends.  It looks like the 
car has the original paint scheme, but the roof, 
ladders, and grabirons are not painted 
black.  Also, the area below the door is gray, 
not red.  Intermountain has artwork showing 
that they will have versions with six car 
numbers for all the lettering changes that were 
made to the prototypes from the late forties to 
the mid sixties.  Again, they are showing red 
roofs and the font size is not correct for the 
reporting marks on the later versions.  Also, 
the reporting marks are white instead of black.  
As a companion offering, they also will have 
the 1937 AAR car with six NYC numbers. 

Correction to the Last Issue (Con’t) 

♦ “NYC Modelers Meet Off-Line 

Ralph continues: “While writing the above 
paragraph, I got a call from Paul De Luca who told 
me that I miss-spoke while claiming that all trains 
on NYC's 1951 timecard are run on his model 
railroad.  He claims that we only run about 1/3 of 
the passenger trains and every freight train.  He 
says that collecting enough equipment to run every 
train would be impossible.  Still, he runs two 
sections of the Century, a slew of other named 
passenger trains, some locals to/from Albany, and 
a bunch of commuter trains from GCT (staging) to 
both Poughkeepsie and Peekskill.” 

 
♦ Aristo Craft Trains NYC 2-8-0 (1/29) 

Aristo Craft Trains has delivered a series of 
2-8-0 Consolidations that are lettered for 
several railroads including the NYC.  These 
locomotives are just now arriving and it is 
unclear how accurate they are for the NYC 
version.  They appear to be great runners 
and are nicely detailed 

Publication Coverage 

♦ Classic Trains   Fall  2011 

Photo Section - Page 48 shows a T-Class 
inbound over the Harlem River (John Dziobko 
Photo) 
 
♦ In Search of Steam Vol. III: 1955 
In “Steam: It Fairs Better in the Flatlands” 
there are some great photos of NYC trains near 
Milbury Junction, Ohio, east of Toledo in 
1955.  Great articles by David P. Morgan with 
photos by Philip R. Hastings take you back to 
the last of steam on several railroads.  This is 
the last of three publications on that period in 
railroad history. 

(What’s New for NYCS Modeling continued 
on page 52) 
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Tony Koester “Interview with Tony Koester” - Page 10              

Tony Koester is the editor of Kalmbach's annual Model Railroad Planning and a 
contributing editor to Model Railroader. He is also the co-founder of the Nickel 
Plate Road Historical & Technical Society (1966) and was the editor of Railroad 
Model Craftsman in the 1970s and early 1980s. He retired from a 20-year 
telecommunications career at Bell Labs (later Bell Communications Research 
and today Telcordia Technologies) in 2001 and has worked as a contractor for 

Kalmbach since then. His ninth book on model railroading is set to be published by Kalmbach this fall. 
Tony is modeling the Nickel Plate in west-central Indiana in 1964 when steam still ruled the St. Louis 
Division. 

Tom Gerbracht “NYC Lines West in O Scale” - Page 15 

 

New York Central Extra Board 
Read About Our Authors 

Title Photo (Below) “Engine Crew 
Dispatcher Springfield, [Ohio] 3-22-50” 
NYC Photo NYCSHS Collection 

Thomas R. Gerbracht is the son of a New York Central freight conductor. His 
exposure to the railroad environment including its motive power started before 
age three. He retired from GE transportation in 2001 after thirty-seven years of 
service. He worked in Locomotive Engineering, Product Planning, Application 
Engineering, Product Service, and Locomotive Marketing and Sales. During his 
career, he worked regularly with Amtrak, Metro-North, CSX, Norfolk Southern, 
Union Pacific, Morrisen-Knudsen, New York City Transit Authority, Chicago 
Transit System, and others. Tom models in two rail O scale and also O gauge. 

Tom is a director of the New York Central System Historical Society and has been a member for more 
years than he can remember.  He is working to digitize the large collection of locomotive and rolling 
stock drawings that belong to the Society.  This is his first article in the NYCentral Modeler. 

Will Boyle  “NYC Three-Bay Panel Side Hopper” - Page 26 

Will was born in Toronto, Ontario, Canada but soon after moved to Niagara Falls, 
Ontario. On completing business administration courses at Niagara Collage he 
went to work for Swagelok Canada (Canadian subsidiary of an American 
company based in the Cleveland, Ohio area) a manufacturer of high-pressure tube 
fittings. Will retired 30 plus years later. Will is married with two children and 
three grandchildren. Will’s dad was in the wholesale ice business. The New York 

Central was a customer and when Will’s dad would deliver a load of ice to the railroad, Will would go 
along. The railroad people where always generous to Will giving him chalk and locomotives rides. 

Will was given his first Lionel train, New York Central F-unit, at age six. During his high school years he 
switched to the more detailed HO. Will enjoys scratch building and kit modification. His HO layout has 
grown to three quarters of his basement.  
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Will Boyle  “NYC Three-Bay Panel Side Hopper” - Page 26 (Continued) 

The Niagara Falls Central is based on the Canada Southern running through Southern Ontario with trains 
of the NYC, C&O, and TH&B. The layout has a streetcar line which works off of the overhead, and a 
HOn3 line that delivers coal from a mine to a tipple that feeds standard gauge cars. The crown jewel of the 
layout is Tootie Steel Inc. the Niagara Falls Central’s largest customer. Tootie Steel Inc. is a fully 
integrated, super-detailed, and animated Steel Mill Complex.  This is Will’s first article in the NYCentral 
Modeler. 

Phil Darkins  “The Down Under NYC Odyssey - Addiction” - Page 32 

Phil Darkins is a 52-year old New York Central System fan based in Wellington, New 
Zealand – not to be confused with Wellington, Ohio, once the scene of a famous big 
NYC RR mess. Phil is a professional marketer, voice-over specialist, copywriter, actor, 
vocalist, guitarist, songwriter, recording artist and adman. But mostly he’s a loving 
husband and father for wife Natalie, their daughter Lily and his daughter Courtney and 
son Leighton.  This is Phil’s first article in the NYCentral Modeler. 

Noel Widdifield  “1930’s Garage in G Scale” – Page 38 
 

 

 

Jim Benedict, Associate Editor “What’s New for the NYCS Modeler” – Page 4 

 

 

 

 

New York Central Extra Board   (Continued) 

Noel was born in Anderson, Indiana, where he watched NYC’s Big Four 
railroad action from his backyard.  He has been a NYCSHS member for 
many years, is editor of the NYCentral Modeler, and written articles for 
Railroad Model Craftsman, Central Headlight and over 150 articles for Large 
Scale On Line. Noel is the senior editor of Large Scale On-Line; a web based 
“e-zine” specializing in Large Scale.  This is Noel’s second article in the 
NYCentral Modeler. Check out his website: http://www.noelsbigfour.com 

 

Jim Benedict is the associate editor and responsible for updating us on what is 
happening in the NYC modeling world when it comes to new releases of NYC 
equipment.  Jim has had a long career in the transportation industry and is 
now retired, living in Connecticut, and has a wife and grown daughter.  He 
also writes a modeler’s column for the NYCSHS Central Headlight.  This is 
Jim’s second edition of the “What’s New for the NYCC Modeler”.   
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David Howarth “Creating a NYC 0-8-0 U-3f Switcher” – Page 42 

 
David has been an O Scale modeler for the past four decades.  He has modeled the British prototype, 
specifically the Midland Railway in England, circa 1905, in British Fine Scale, 7mm/ft or 1/43.5.  His 
last layout was a typical British terminal to fiddle yard arrangement with hand laid track and scratch 
built structures. This layout has since been incorporated in a friend’s larger layout and planning is 
underway for a new 1/48 layout based on the New York Central River Division along the west shore 
of the Hudson River. 

David is a retired civil engineer, and an Ohio Buckeye having studied for a Master’s Degree in 
Engineering at Ohio State University in 1970.  He has lived around the world, and currently resides 
in Sydney, Australia.  He has been a member of the NYCSHS since 2003, and is the President of the 
Australasian Region of the National Model Railroad Association (NMRA).  

His fondness for the New York Central stems from interest in the rail/marine interface particularly 
on New York harbour and membership of the Rail-Marine Information Group for many years.  
Collecting over the past six years has resulted in a good collection of NYC locomotives and rolling 
stock in anticipation of the new “stage” to be built in retirement.  This should start shortly! 

R.L. (Rich)  Stoving “Lighting a Basement Layout” - Page 48 

 

New York Central Extra Board   (Continued) 

David Howarth (on left) being presented last year 
with his Master Model Railroader award from 
the National Model Railroad Association.  David 
is an Australian member of the NMRA and the 
NYCSHS. 

Rich grew up in Dumont, New Jersey, on New York Central’s River Division, 
developing a love of railroads from his earliest memory.  He has been a 
member of the NYCSHS since 1970 serving as a trustee or director since 1976.  
He was appointed as the editor of the Society’s quarterly magazine, Central 
Headlight in 2008 and elected as the Society’s president in April of this year. 

Combining a love of writing and railroads, Rich has authored articles for Model Railroader, Classic 
Trains, and Railroad Model Craftsman. In 2003 he published his first book, Wellsboro’s Own Railroad, 
which provides a history of a portion of the Fall Brook Railway, and he has since written seven 
additional books, published by The Railroad Press, featuring New York Central steam locomotives. 
This is Rich’s second article for the NYCentral Modeler. 

Rich and his wife Nancy have three grown children and four grandchildren. 
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The NYCentral Modeler Interviews Author and Modeler, 

Tony Koester (Part 1)  Photos by Tony 

Tony Koester at his desk in his train room, hard at work on a project. 

One of the really neat things about being the editor of 
the NYCentral Modeler, is that the publication draws 
comments from all kinds of people who are household 
names in model railroading.  One of those is Tony 
Koester, the editor of Kalmbach’s annual Model 
Railroad Planning and the contributing editor of 
Model Railroader.  He is probably best known today for 
his regular “Trains of Thought” columns that have 
appeared in all issues of Model Railroader since 1985.  
Tony is also a Director of the National Model Railroad 
Association and is currently building a layout of the 
Nickel Plate Railroad in west-central Indiana in 1964. 
 
After receiving his email, I asked him if he would give 
me an interview for the NYCentral Modeler and he 
agreed.  What follows are my questions and a 
condensation of his answers.  The interview lasted an 
hour-and-a-half and it was fascinating to listen to Tony 
talk about his experiences and his model railroading. 
This is the first of two parts of the interview. The 
second will appear in our next edition. 
 

Can you tell us a little about your childhood and 
growing up and when you first remember being 
interested in trains? 

“I grew up as a farm boy in a small town in 
northern Iowa and spent a lot of time on my 
grandfathers’ farms.  They were of Scottish 
and German ancestry and I grew up during 
WWII.  My mother was maybe a closet 
railfan, and she loved steam engines.  When 
I was two or three years old, I got a train set 
for Christmas and as I grew a little older, I 
wanted a diesel to add to my set.  My 
mother let me know that wasn’t the thing to 
do because it didn’t have all of that neat side 
rod and valve gear motion.  I do know that 
when we lived in Louisiana and the Texas 
and New Orleans Railroad ran near the 
house, and I would run to the window 
every time a train went by.   

“I remember that on a visit to Des Moines, 
my uncle took me to a roundhouse.  Later 
when he was in his eighties, I asked him 
why he took me, and he said that when my 
folks dropped me off, he asked what I 
wanted to do and I said ‘trains’.   

“I had the Lionel train set and stayed with O 
Scale through Super O until probably junior 
high school.  But at that point a fellow in the 
little town of Cayuga, Indiana, where the 
Nickel Plate went through town, gave me a 
Varney Swift reefer kit in HO.  Although, I 
didn’t do the best job putting it together, I 
noticed that the thing had sprung trucks.  I 
thought, ‘that is cool’.   

“My dad then got me an Atlas turnout kit 
with fiber ties and brass rails that I never 
got around to assembling, but at that time, 
Globe came out with an EMD F7A and F7B 
that cost about $2.00 a piece. They were both  
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dummies, but for the time they had exquisite 
details.  That got me firmly into HO. 

“Then in college there was the Purdue Railroad 
Club that cemented my HO modeling.   In the 
meantime my Nickel Plate Railroad interest was 
growing and that soon led to working for Railroad 
Model Craftsman.” 

That leads me to the next question. Although most of 
our readers will know much of this, what has been your 
professional involvement with model railroading? 

“I majored in electrical engineering at Purdue, 
probably because I wanted to wire my model 
railroad. After Purdue I worked as a civil engineer 
doing sub-division design.  While I was doing that, 
I got an idea for a magazine that I would call 
Railfan.  So I dummied up an issue and while being 
involved in resurrecting the Nickel Plate 759, the S-
2 Berkshire, I went east to ride behind it. Because I 
was heading east, I made an appointment with Hal 
Carstens.  I wanted to discuss this magazine idea 
with him. When I sat down in his office to talk with 
him, Hal pulled out a file labeled Railfan.  He had 
exactly the same idea but explained that the time 
(1968) was not right for such a publication. 

“While I still had a good job in Indiana, and I 
interviewed a couple of times with Kalmbach 
Publishing to be an artist on their staff and they 
had offered me a job as an assistant art director. 
But there just wasn’t enough money in that job to 
make it affordable for us to move up to Milwaukee 
at that time.   

“As the interview with Hal ended, he offered me a 
job with Railroad Model Craftsman as an associate 
editor.  I went home and talked it over with my 
wife, Judy and she agreed.  So by January 1969, I 
was RMC’s associate editor.  A year later I was the 
managing editor and then later editor and art 
director.  

“While at Carstens in 1975, Railfan magazine was 
launched, but by then Jim Boyd was on the staff  

 

 

and he was better qualified in rail fan 
knowledge to edit that publication. I did 
help Jim design it and get it up and running, 
but that was Jim’s baby all the way. 

“I was at Carstens for 12 years and then I 
joined Bell Laboratories.  That was a chance 
of a lifetime.  Dick Steinbrenner was in 
charge of all tape drives at Bell Labs at the 
time.  That was a big deal in those days.  He 
was a Big Man on Campus for sure at Bell.  
Dick suggested that I talk to the head of the 
Technical Documentation Department at 
Bell.  I interviewed with three levels of 
management and most of the interviews 
were about flying since I was a flight 
instructor in sail planes and those 
interviewing me were fliers or interested in 
airplanes.  I got the job. 

“After a while in Technical Documentation, 
they needed someone to help them set up a 
corporate science magazine and after an 
outsider failed as editor, I was asked to head 
that up.  I went on to anchor the corporate 
television network. 

“While I was at Purdue, I had recognized 
that my real interest was not in engineering,  
so I took a lot of courses in communication, 
art, layout, design, radio and television since 
that was where my real interest lay.  

Tony in front of KXTV, Channel 10 in Sacramento, 
California. 

Tony Koester Interview (continued) 



 

 12 NYCentral Modeler 4th Quarter 2011 

Tony Koester Interview (continued) 
This allowed me to spend some time on the local 
radio station in college, so when this 
opportunity came up at Bell, it was not a big 
deal for me to move to it. 

“Eventually, it became clear to me that 
Corporate Communications at Bell was not 
going to survive in the changing environment 
there, so I took a buyout in 2001 and left. 

“Since I already had a contract with Kalmbach to 
do Model Railroad Planning and was doing the 
‘Trains of Thought’ column, I gave them a call 
and talked with Andy Sperandeo and then Terry 
Thompson, who had just become editor of Model 
Railroader.  Terry offered me the contributing 
editor position that entailed writing my column 
and doing a number of feature articles.  That 
gave me yet another contract with Kalmbach.  In 
2003, the book department called and asked me 
to complete a book called Realistic Model Railroad 
Operation.  That call led to nine more books for 
them.  My books are really distillations of my 
“Trains of Thought” columns. 

“So I just plan to keep working along doing 
these jobs until it becomes too much of a chore 
or Kambach decides my services are no longer 
needed.” 

Have you always modeled prototypical model 
railroads? 

“No, not at all.  In fact, one of my books is called 
Allegheny Midland, Lessons Learned and it is about 
one of my railroads that was a freelance railroad.  
I had gotten to know Allen McClelland of 
Virginian & Ohio Railroad fame and his sidekick 
Steve King at an NMRA convention in 
Pittsburgh in 1970.  Allen, Steve, and I just hit it 
off.  We became instant old friends. 

“I admired what Allen was doing with the 
Virginian & Ohio as a freelance railroad done in 
a prototypical way. He was doing the ordinary 
stuff to make the railroad real. 

“So I told him that I would like to play a role 
in that.  As it happened, he was looking for 
a connection on the west end of his railroad. 

Two 2-6-6-2 I-3 Mallets coming back home with the Low 
Gap Shifter on the Coal Fork Subdivision of Tony’s 
Allegheny Midland in the summer of 1957. 

“So I went back to my land surveying work 
and bought some USGS topographic maps 
of a route that connected to the Nickel Plate 
around Wheeling, West Virginia.  That route 
went through the woods and down the river 
towards the V & O west end near Mountain 
Grove, Virginia.   So it looked like it would 
have been possible to get through that way.  
That became the basis for the Allegheny 
Midland, and that railroad lasted 25 years.  
It was pretty well done, and the only thing I 
had to do was install a CTC system.  I used a 
Union Switch & Signal CTC machine 
salvaged from a Southern Pacific machine, 
so it was authentic. It is now stored in the 
NMRA headquarters in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, for possible museum display. 

“After getting this up and running we 
discovered that in an operating session, the 
only guy with a really good job was the 
dispatcher.  He stayed pretty busy while 
everyone else stood around playing ‘Simon 
Says’.  You would just stand around and 
wait.  You didn’t think or do anything but 
wait till the signal goes to yellow or green.  
And that turns out to not be a lot of fun for 
crews. 
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Tony Koester Interview (continued) 

The Midland Road's relationship to parent Nickel Plate Road is 
most apparent in its painting and lettering, especially on cabooses. 
Here a northbound freight crosses Back Creek just north of North 
Durbin, West Virginia., utilizing trackage rights over the Western 
Maryland.  

 

The Low Gap Shifter crosses Coal Fork as it heads back to the barn at 
South Fork, West Virginia, on Tony’s dismantled Allegheny Midland. 

 

 

“A couple of guys suggested that train order and timetable was a lot of fun as long as you had room.  This 
would cause the crews to have to make decisions about movements. It would require that the crews keep 
their head in the game at all times and the Midland was just not designed for that at all.  So since I had 
been gathering data on the Nickel Plate from about age nine, I thought I would model it.   

“We moved to Cayuga in 1951. As a kid, I was fortunate that the Nickel Plate would still be steam for the 
next four years on that Indiana division.  So at the time, I spent a lot of time down at the tower and depot 
hanging out. I gathered a lot of information and measured things on the NKP.  



 

 14 NYCentral Modeler 4th Quarter 2011 

Tony Koester Interview (continued) 

“Later in 1966, I founded the Nickel Plate 
Historical & Technical Society.  Although we 
were not the first Society, we are the oldest, 
continuously active Society.  So finding myself in 
the middle of that and the whole new interest in 
something different, it just seemed silly not to 
jump into timetable and train order operations.   

“Of course, the industry has really been good to 
the NKP with new model releases such as the 
Proto 2000 Berkshire, PA’s and the Geeps.  
About anything you want today is handed to 
you on a silver platter.  Even in O scale it is not 
hard to do Nickel Plate modeling.  If you are 
doing 1/32 scale, you could even do the diesel 
era pretty well in NKP. 

“It is really clear to me that there is a lot of 
interest in prototype modeling. Even well known 
freelancer, Bill Daraby of Maumee Route fame 
said that if he were starting over today, he 
would definitely do a specific prototype.  That 
would probably be the New York Central.  Not 
the main line double or multi-track, for sure, 
because that makes operating too easy.  You 
want that single track with the refuges for 
passing.  He said the reason he would do that is 
because it has become so ridiculously easy to do 
really high fidelity prototype modeling today 
with what we call ready to run equipment.  

“And I agree with Bill that it has become really 
simple to model a prototype, but some of my 
most well respected friends are still freelancing 
because they haven’t found the one real railroad 
that touches all of the bases. So freelancing 
hasn’t gone out of style, it is just that prototype 
modeling has become so feasible.” 

What role do you see Railroad Historical Societies 
playing in model railroading? 

“I almost see it the other way around.  There is a 
problem that some Societies don’t see modeling 
as an important part of a historical society.   It is 
kind of viewed that modeling is an adjunct. 

Kind of like a poor uncle or something.  I see 
it differently in that the Nickel Plate 
employees, who make up a big part of that 
Society are getting up there in years.  A lot of 
them are gone and the Societies are not going 
to be gaining any more of them.  The same is 
true for the railfans who knew the Nickel 
Plate.   

“The Nickel Plate disappeared in 1964 and 
you just aren’t going to get too many people 
who knew the Nickel Plate as a railfan.  And 
you certainly aren’t going to get many more 
who were employees.  So what is left?   

“What is left is that when you pick up an issue 
of one of the print magazines or you 
download one of the online magazines, you 
have the opportunity to see something about 
the Nickel Plate.  If you pull out Trains or 
Railfan & Railroad you can see what Jerry 
Jacobson is doing in acquiring the NKP 
Berkshire, that Steamtown hauled out their 
759, that Fort Wayne is still running 765, or 
Doyle McCormack has that ex-Santa Fe PA 
that is to be NKP 190.   

“That is how people are going to be exposed 
to the Nickel Plate.  The other way is by going 
into a hobby shop and seeing something 
lettered for a railroad like the Nickel Plate or 
New York Central.  Sometimes it is even the 
strangeness of the name.  So like Thomas the 
Tank Engine brings kids to the hobby, so do 
these kinds of things bring people to a 
particular railroad. So lacking employees and 
railfans as members, Societies are going to 
need to depend entirely on model railroaders 
to bring people to support the New York 
Central, Nickel Plate, the Pennsy or the Santa 
Fe historical societies. So that is how I see the 
relationship.  It is critical that we attract 
modelers in and make a big deal of it.”             
(In the next edition of the NYCentral Modeler we will 
talk with Tony about the impact of technology on 
model railroad publications, hear about his new 
Nickel Plate layout and talk about his future plans.) 
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Tom Gerbracht’s New York Central Lines West in O Scale 
Photos by Tom Gerbracht Except as Noted 

 
Two different Empire State Express trains meet at Erie. (In actual practice, this would never occur due to much different schedules!) The 
train in the foreground is by 3rd Rail, while the background train is K-Line and converted to 2-rail by the author. The Streamlined 
Hudson was a 2-rail offereing by MTH, with no electronic controls. 

Tom Gerbracht is a Director of the New York Central System Historical Society, and he has a very 
unique O scale layout that he is sharing with us in this issue.   

Tom grew up in Erie, Pennsylvania, as the son of a New York Central employee. Tom remembers 
getting a ride on a NYC U-2 0-8-0 switcher as a three- or four-year old.  

As a youngster Tom became very familiar with NYC steam. His family often took rides in their car 
and many of these trips included a drive by NYC trackage where Tom was exposed to NYC 
passenger trains and Hudsons in particular. He remembers seeing J-3’s on the Empire State Express, 
train #50, east bound out of Erie. 

He was also exposed to Niagaras.  His father consistently took him to see trains and, at age ten, he 
was a visitor to the cab of Niagara #6007 on train #52 heading eastbound at the Erie depot in August 
1953.  He remembers the engineer, a tall guy with goggles and graying hair, and his fireman. While 
in the cab, the engineer told his father that they were in that engine just in time because by the end 
of September of that year the Niagaras would all be gone. The road would be all diesels east of 
Cleveland and east of Detroit.   
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

There would be diesels in Tom’s future, however. 
In 2001 he retired after completing almost 37 
years at GE Transportation in Erie, with most of 
that career in the GE diesel locomotive business.  

At a very young age, he obtained his first 
locomotive photos from a man who worked with 
his father. Tom received a builder’s photo of 
Niagara #6000 and a photo of Dreyfuss Hudson 
#5445 at the East Buffalo engine house.  Tom still 
has those photos today.  While in grade school, he 
received a 1938 Locomotive Cyclopedia from a 
nun who taught at Tom’s school and whose 
father was a work associate of Tom’s dad.  He 
remembers that he was so small that he had a 
tough time carrying the book home.  

Tom began his extensive collection of railroad 
photographs in 1954.  Still too young to drive a 
car, he used a bicycle to find locomotives to 
photograph.  By that time the NYC was diesel in 
Erie, but the Nickel Plate wasn’t, so he found 
himself photographing steam on the NKP.  Tom 
still has many of these photos.  Tom eventually 
graduated to taking slides, still has about 900 
early color slides, and has taken over 22,000 slides 
of trains through the years. He always thought of 
himself as a photographer of motive power and 
didn’t acquire models or have a layout until 1982.  

However, a good friend had an O scale collection 
of brass locomotives of most of the NYC designs.  
After seeing these, Tom decided he wanted to 
buy a Niagara for a mantelpiece display. After 
acquiring that loco in the fall of 1982, he put up a 
small loop of track in the basement so he could 
see his engine run.  He started buying other locos. 
Tom now has Hudsons, Mikados, Mohawks, and 
Niagaras.  He runs them all. 

 

 

 

 

5407 is EB at Tivoli, NY on 8/30/41 w/ Train # 90 the 
Forest City.  She is running over the track pan on track 2.  
Photo: Edward L. May 
 

 

6007 is at White Pigeon, MI on 7/8/54.  Photo by Luvergne 
G. Isaac from the Edward L. May Memorial Collection. 

 

 

A Hudson #5449, now de streamlined, is on the point of 
Train #50, the eastbound “Empire State Express”. This 
engine is a Precision Scale Crown Model, painted by Mike 
Hill’s painter. The train is by 3rd Rail. 
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

His collecting caused him to build a double loop 
with a long siding in the basement of their previous 
home and when they built the new larger home, he 
decided a larger basement merited a real layout. 

He selected the former New York Central Railroad 
“Lines West”, with his additional favorites, Nickel 
Plate and B&O, as the basis for his new layout in his 
new home. The layout is set in 1948-1953. In that 
era, the NYC divided its mainline into Lines East for 
track east of Buffalo, NY, and Lines West for track 
west of Buffalo.  Because there were operational 
differences between the two operating areas, this 
helped direct his layout planning for turnouts, yard 
and station locations, and other things. 

In his hometown of Erie, the New York Central 
mainline ran through the center of town, past an 
interesting station erected in 1929.  A few blocks 
away, the Nickel Plate tracks ran in the middle of a 
city street. This required NKP Berkshires to run at 
15 mph through the fourteen crossings of city streets 
at grade. His layout reflects the four-track NYC 
mainline and the NKP route through town. 

Erie was a railroad town; there was plenty of 
railroading both east and west of Erie. There was a 
nearby NYC roundhouse and track pans where 
New York Central steam locomotives scooped 
water at speeds of 80 mph.  

     

J-3A Hudson #5432 at Erie, PA station stop. Engine is a US Hobbies, 
modified with Scullin driving wheels, a can motor, and re-geared to run 
at prototypical Hudson speeds. The engine was painted by Bob Koontz. 

 

 

 

As #5432 leaves town, an eastbound freight, powered by MTH L-
4B #3149 is parked on Track #4. TA local coal drag hauled by an 
MTH B&O Q-3 Mikado appears overhead on the 3-rail trackage. 

The major shops of the Nickel Plate Railroad at 
Conneaut, Ohio, were also close enough to be 
included. These all led to the final design. 

In determining what to build, he reviewed the 
advantages and disadvantages of two-rail vs. 
three-rail O scale and decided to incorporate 
some of each in the layout.  Many of the factors 
involved in the comparison between the two 
have changed significantly in the intervening 
years so that technology has blurred the 
differences.  He is still glad to have both. 

An engineer by education and profession, Tom 
drew several different track plans on ¼” grid 
paper to determine the best fit within the 
dimensions of his new basement.  His final 
plans met the goals he had set for operations, 
and fidelity to the timeframe and the area he 
wanted to model.  He wanted ample aisle space 
with good access and the two-rail and three-rail 
areas to be integrated.  He knew from his 
previous layouts that he was not interested in 
operations as much as he just enjoyed watching 
the trains run.  He wanted to put the layout atop 
tables with plenty of storage area under the 
layout rather than use bench construction. 

Fifteen 4’ x 8’ tables were built to fill the layout 
size of 27’ x 48’ and 40” high with individual 
height adjusters on each leg. Using a commercial 
laser, each table was leveled and bolted together 
to form the final layout area. 
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Hudson 5449, hauling the Empire, scoops water at 80 mph from the 
West Springfield PA track pans. A Pacemaker freight is running west 
in on Track 3. The West Springfield water plant was modeled from a 
photo that appeared in the NYCSHS’s Central Headlight magazine. 

The minimum curve radius on the three-rail layout 
is 54“. The three-rail section has three sidings, a 
level track bypass, and an engine service area. 

The maximum radius on the two-rail layout is 78-
inch radius, which is 79 inches with a 1” easement, 
resulting in radii of 73-3/4”, 69-1/2”, 65-1/4”, and 
61” on the inner runner track. Nominal track 
spacing is 4-1/4” with 4-1/2” in the area of the 
turnouts and entering the station. The two-rail 
layout includes a small yard and a runner 
(storage) track.  The two-rail layout and the three-
rail layout are not connected.  

Tom used Midwest cork roadbed under the track. 
The entire roadbed was painted with latex paint 
before installation. He used screened stone for the 
ballast. The three-rail layout used Atlas flex track 
with the track bent around wood templates for the 
curves. The two-rail layout used Micro 
Engineering nickel silver Code 148 rail with 18% 
silver content for better conductivity and lower 
voltage drop.  

All track, rail-to-rail dimensions for two adjacent 
tracks are 4-1/4” plus or minus 1/16” and were 
checked every 4 inches. On the two-rail layout all 
mainline turnouts are #7.5. All yard turnouts are 
#5. All mainline frogs on the two-rail layout are 
powered using snap relays. The three-rail layout 
uses 072 turnouts, and frogs are not powered.  

 

 

 

The engine crew of #5449 discusses their trip over the Erie 
Division. A K-Line Empire State Express occupies westbound 
track #1. 

An elevated section was built for the three-rail 
area using plywood risers with a width of the 
right of way at the top of the elevated section of 
10” to permit space for two tracks on 4.5” track 
centers.  The open area between the elevated 
section and the tables is sound deadened with 
fiberglass. Graduated transitional entrance and 
exit ramps were developed at the beginning and 
end of the elevated sections, and were merged 
into each grade, and glued to the main table. 

The two-rail New York Central tracks were a 
circular route with large radius curves, but the 
Nickel Plate three-rail layout would be quite 
different. Because of the three-rail traction tires, 
Tom was able to use smaller diameter curves for 
a figure eight track plan with the NKP crossing 
over the NYC in two places. This allows viewers 
to see both sides, the front and rear of each train 
while standing in one location.  NKP Berkshires 
with traction tires have no problem with the 
maximum 3% grade, hauling trains of up to 
thirty cars. The figure eight track plan with two 
tracks required good planning as the outside 
rail becomes the inside rail for part of the route. 
Overhang could have been a problem, 
depending on curve radius.  So Tom checked for 
interference using an 85-scale foot passenger car 
and a B&O EM1 2-8-8-4 mallet on the sharpest 
curve, with the 4-1/2” track spacing.  

  

NYC Lines West    (Continued) 
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

The two-rail section of Tom’s layout has 565 feet 
of track, and the 3-rail layout contains 406 feet of 
track. That measures out to 5.14 scale miles and 
3.69 scale miles of track respectively. Smith and 
Sons screened ballast was color matched to the 
NYC and NKP ballast. It was hand tamped and 
matches the standard railroad practice regarding 
height, amount of tie exposed, and slope. The 
ballast was glued using a mixture of 42% white 
glue, 37% water, and 21% Resibond (Champion 
Decal). The mixture was applied using an 
eyedropper.  

An MTH B&A Hudson hauls a passenger train over NKP trackage. 
This engine has retained its front classification lights, while all NYC 
engines starting with the J-3A Hudsons of 1937 no longer came 
with them. However, all NYC engines transferred to NYC subsidiary 
CCC&STL (Big Four) required class lights until the end of steam. 

Tom used a MTH Z4000 transformer supplying 
power to the DCS system for the three-rail 
NKP/B&O layout.  There are eighteen track 
blocks, including eleven mainline track blocks, 
five track blocks in the engine service area, and 
three track siding blocks. The system has toggles 
to control any block, and there are also two 
toggles that permit him to run the layout 
conventionally using the handles of the Z4000.  

There are MTH signals on the three-rail layout 
that are always lit and provide an indication of 
turnout position. These are operated off the 10-
volt supply of the Z4000. A separate transformer 
is used to power the turnouts at 16 VAC. 

The two-rail NYC layout has a power 
supply for each of the four mainline 
tracks. The control panel has toggles that 
permit each power supply to power its 
normally assigned track and one adjacent 
track. This allows Tom to cross a train 
over to an adjacent track using the same 
power supply. The New York Central 
two-rail control panel includes red and 
green LED’s which indicate whether a 
switch is in its normal position or set for a 
diverging route. The crossover switches 
are wired and operate in pairs. All 
mainline switches have powered frogs 
using snap relays. There are a total of 
twenty-nine blocks. There is an additional 
power supply used for the yard area, and 
another used for the roundhouse 
turntable and leads. Each pack has 
sufficient power to operate a 10 car 
lighted passenger train. 

Tom uses a separate constant voltage 120-
volt-amp power supply with taps for 
various AC voltages for building lights 
on the layout. All lighting is operated at 
reduced voltage to extend bulb life. The 
12-volt bulbs are operated at 10.4 volts, 
and the 16-volt bulbs are operated at 13.8 
volts. There are thirty-six buildings on the 
layout, and thirty-one of them are lighted. 
As with the three-rail layout, terminal 
blocks are used to get power into an area, 
and transformer taps are used to select 
the appropriate voltage. 

The layout consists of the Erie 
commercial area, a residential area with 
homes, and the remainder of the layout 
consists of railroad structures, including 
stations, a roundhouse, and railroad 
specific areas, with open spaces for 
countryside. Tom had to scratch build 
many of these structures since few 
commercially available structures look 
like New York Central, NKP, or B&O 
designs. 
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

Scratch built structures include the Erie Union 
Station, the Wesleyville roundhouse, and the 
track pan boiler house and support structures 
formerly located at West Springfield, PA. 

H-10B Mikado passes the West Springfield water plant. #2329 
was assigned until recently to Michigan Central but curiously never 
received the wood pilot required for engines running into Canada. 

He also built Dock Junction Tower and his 
boyhood home. All of the structures were based 
on photographs and actual measurements if 
possible.  After drawing detailed plans he used 
basswood and Floquil paint on the structures. 

In the future Tom plans to weather some 
buildings and finish scenery in two small sections 
of the layout.  He also plans to make some NYC 
style signal bridges that will span the four-track 
main, as they are not commercially available.   

Three-rail motive power consists of two NKP 
Berkshires, a NKP 0-8-0, a NYC Niagara, a B&A 
Hudson, and a Dreyfuss Hudson.  Tom also has a 
B&O EM-1 and several older Lionel engines. His 
older son owns a B&O USRA Mikado, an N&W 
Y-6B, and a B&O E-6 diesel. 

The two-rail NYC layout includes nine Hudsons 
from US Hobbies, Westside Models, Precision 
Scale, and MTH. (Tom believes that you can’t 
have too many Hudsons). There are two 
Niagaras, one H-10 Mikado, and four Mohawks. 

 

Most of the two rail engines have been re-
geared to run at or near scale 100 MPH on 
12 volt DC. All have can motors. Passenger 
trains are run at 80-90 mph maximum, and 
freight trains are run at a maximum of 65 
mph, consistent with NYC operational 
speeds on the main line. 

Passenger rolling stock consists of MTH 
items on the three-rail layout. Passenger 
rolling stock for the two-rail layout is from 
K Line, Joe Fisher, 3rd Rail, Golden Gate 
Depot, Indianapolis Car, and Weaver.  

Freight cars on the three-rail layout are 
MTH, Lionel, Weaver, and Atlas. Two-rail 
cars are from Atlas, Weaver, and older kits. 

A former work associate and fellow 
hobbyist is responsible for much of the work 
on the elevated part of the NKP. His friend 
has completed nine layouts in another 
gauge, but the photos show his skill in O 
gauge. Tom’s wife was responsible for most 
of the scenery and detail. Tom says her 
approach to scenery is random but 
beautiful, much like Mother Nature.  

Nickel Plate Berkshires #779 and #765, on the Westbound 
“Saucer”, run the Erie, PA 19th street tracks at 15 mph. 
Berkshires are from MTH and are operated using DCS. 
Engine #779  was the last steam locomotive built for 
American service, and also the last steam locomotive built by 
Lima. Double-headed Berkshires were quite common on this 
train in order to balance power. 
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

Tom’s older son has several GE diesel and electric 
locomotives that he runs occasionally on Tom’s 
railroad. He likes CSX and some CSX predecessor 
companies like the B&O and has some B&O 
diesels. 

Tom says that his son doesn’t have as much time 
for model railroading now with his family and 
work.  This sounds like what happens to many of 
us when we start having children and they start 
having outside interests that fill their and our time. 

 

Visitors to the Erie depot might see this scene from the parking lot 
behind the station. Another NYC “dreamliner” is on its way….. 

Although Tom came late to model railroading, he 
believes the NYCSHS should aid modelers and be 
a reference organization to provide information 
about the NYC to anyone interested.  The 
NYCSHS should be putting out accurate and 
timely information about the railroad. He feels 
that modeling is probably the future of the Society 
since the membership is aging.  Society members 
who worked on the railroad aren’t getting any 
younger and Tom is concerned that there may not 
be sufficient interest in the railroad to sustain the 
organization in the future.  He believes that model 
railroading is a great hobby but is concerned that 
model railroaders are getting fewer in number. 

 

MTH B&A Hudson #613 at its Erie station stop. (B&A power 
never ran in this area, but one advantage of a layout is that 
“anything is possible”!) The oil yard in the foreground is by Bar-Mills. 
Crossing flashers are by Terry Christopher. 

Tom has been a member of NYCSHS since 1975, 
and a Director since 1995. He also served three 
terms as President of NYCSHS.  He recently 
completed the initial phase of a multi-year 
program, started in 2003, to digitize the many 
actual drawings that have been saved from the 
New York Central Mechanical Department.  This 
activity was funded by member contributions, 
grant, and gift monies. If interested in obtaining 
digital images of these drawings, check out the 
NYCSHS webpage for a listing and price. 
http://www.nycshs.org/   Just click on the 
webpage and then click on the “Books and 
Drawings” button to see a complete listing. 

 
NYC and B&A Hudsons meet at Tom’s scratchbuilt Erie PA 
station. Engine #5432 has a K-Line Empire State cars on 
this summer day in 1953. By the end of September, this NYC 
mainline east of Cleveland and Detroit will be all diesels. 
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

The author’s layout is fully lighted using independent power supplies. This “night time lighting” and operation of lighted 
passenger trains adds another dimension to train operation. 

 

 

Nighttime Along the New York Central System’s Lines West Near 
Erie, PA on Tom Gerbracht’s O Scale Layout 
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NYC Lines West (Continued) 

                                                  

 

This is the author’s 
version of that famous 
NYC photo depicting 
three Dreyfuss Hudsons 
at Harmon, NY. The 
engines, left to right, are 
MTH #5452 (second 
run), Lionel Smithsonian 
#5453, and US Hobbies 
with a PT1 tender. The 
MTH and Lionel engine 
colors very closely match 
the official railroad 
DuPont “Duco” light 
grey color chip, although 
the chip has more gloss. 
(Click on another tab at 
this web site for more 
information on “New 
York Central Colors.”) 

Dreyfuss Hudson #5445 
sits on the service track 
on the 3-rail part of the 
layout. This engine is a 
MTH PS2 model. 
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November is National Model Railroad Month (Continued) 

If you have school age children or grandchildren, you might contact their teachers to see if you 
could give a short talk on railroads and modeling for some classes at the school.  You might want 
to talk to some of the community youth organizations about a display or presentation with them. 

Talk to your local pastor, priest, or rabbi to see if they might be interested in letting you set up a 
small display in their facility.   

If you are a member of a club or community organization, contact the leaders to see if they would 
be interested in a display or talk at one of their meetings.   

Even if you just invite some of your non-railroading friends over for coffee and take a few minutes 
to show off your models or layout, you might peak the interest of some of them. 

As we continue to face the aging of many of our members, it is important that we use any 
opportunity we have to encourage new people to join us in our wonderful hobby and expose 
more people to the excitement of the New York Central System. 

Of course, we should also use these opportunities to offer membership in the NYCSHS to anyone 
who attends any of these events.  If you need material or membership forms, contact us and we 
will provide them to you.  NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

 

 

An open house like this one 
shown at Noel Widdifield’s 
home is a great way to 
celebrate National Model 
Railroad month.  It gives you 
a chance to show off your 
railroad and to tell people 
about the excitement of 
belonging to the NYCSHS.  If 
you have an open house, be 
sure to record the event in 
photos and then spend a few 
minutes writing an article for 
the NYCentral Modeler.  
Don’t forget to hand out 
membership applications at 
the open house. 
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NEW YORK CENTRAL  2012

Our 2012 Calendar
The NYCSHS 2012 calendar is now available. Access to a wide variety of photograph collections enables 

the Society to again present an excellent selection of high quality images.

On the front color cover, Class L-3a 4-8-2 #3014 is at the Bellefontaine, OH station in 1955.

The back color cover shows GE U-25B diesel unit #2521 at DeWitt Yard, Syracuse, NY.

Calendar photographs include: Class L-4b  4-8-2 #3148, equipped with Timken roller-bearing rods, 
leaving Anderson, IN in 1955 (color); EMD FT diesel units #1601 and #2401 at Elkhart, IN; B&A Class A-1b 
2-8-4 #1432 outside of home territory at Weehawken, NJ in 1947; Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5415 at Cold Spring, NY in 
1951; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2124 on a northbound oil train at Mt. Carmel, IL in 1943; GE 70-ton 350 hp diesel-
electric locomotive at Auburn, NY in 1941; Class L-1b 4-8-2 #2555 on a westbound freight train at South Bend, 
IN in 1936; Class S-1a “Niagara” #6000 at the Englewood engine terminal, Chicago, IL in 1955; Class J-2c 4-6-4 
#5467 (ex-B&A #612) at Harmon, NY in 1952; Class T-1b electric locomotive #1156 at Harmon, NY in 1936; A 
“Niagara” locomotive heads a westbound passenger train through Goshen, IN; Alco passenger units #4201 and 
#4301 on Train No. 65 at Harmon, NY in 1948; Indianapolis Union Railway F-M H12-44 units #19 and #20 at 
the I.U.Ry. engine facility in 1954 (color).

Darwin Simonaitis, Calendar Editor.

Calendars can be ordered from:

NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734

The price is $11.00 each. 
Ohio residents please add 75 cents sales tax.

Dealer inquiries are welcome.
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New York Central USRA 3-Bay Panel Side 70-ton Hopper 
By Canadian, Will Boyle      Photos by the author 

 

Hopper cars were originally designed in two basic styles Offset and Ribbed Side Offset cars have 
their ribs inside the car sides and Ribbed Side having the ribs outside the car sides. The Ribbed Side 
cars were much stronger and lasted longer between shoppings. The Offset cars commodity being in 
direct contact with the ribs, caused quicker corrosion and often the side sheet would pull away. The 
Offset cars had a 2744 cu.ft. Capacity verses the Ribbed Side cars with a 2546 cu.ft. capacity for the 
same size car. 

 

Car 903500, Lot 814-H, exemplifies the inside-stake (smooth side) hopper cars of the AAR 70-ton design, NYC Spec 945-B as built at 
East Rochester in 1952. 

USRA Rib Side Hopper Car 915709 was from Lot 488-H and is shown at East Rochester in 1946. 
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NYC 3-Bay 70-ton Hopper (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

A prototype photo 
and plans of the 
NYC USRA 70-Ton 
Panel Side cars can 
be found in Charles 
M. Smith’s article 
on 70-Ton Hopper 
cars of the New 
York Central that 
appeared in the 
Third Quarter 1983 
Central Headlight. 
They are also 
available on Terry 
Link’s Canada 
Southern (CASO) 

web site at  http://www.canadasouthern.com/caso/images/nyc-903354.jpg 

The United States Railroad Administration or 
(USRA) established plans to build the 3-Bay 
70-ton open hopper (above). However it was 
rejected by the railroads.  After WW II, the 
New York Central and Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railroads looked at the hopper plans and 
decided that the plans were not that bad and 
both built almost identical cars. The NYC cars 
Lot 588-H had flat ends while the C&O had 
Dreadnaught radial ends. They came 
originally with middle clamshell hopper 
doors, but these were replaced with saw tooth 
doors in the mid 1930`s. 

I decided to build a New York Central USRA 
3-Bay Panel Side 70-Ton Hopper because 
there is no commercial model of the car. There 
is a very accurate model of a NYC USRA 3-
Bay Ribbed Side 70-Ton Hopper by 
Westerfield (right & next page). 

USRA Ribbed Side Hopper by Westerfield 
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NYC 3-Bay 70-ton Hopper (Continued) 

There are Panel Sides made by Pikestuff (below 
right).  So you can easily combine the two 
products and come up with a unique car. 

Unfortunately Westerfield products are no 
longer available due to the retirement of Al 
Westerfield.  The NYC Modernized USRA 3-Bay 
70-Ton Ribbed Side Hopper #2153 can still be 
found at model railroad flee markets or on E-
Bay.  Rix Products produces the Pikestuff # 4000 
Panel Sides. They might be available at your 
local hobby shop. 

I constructed the Westerfield Modernized 70-
Ton Hopper #2153 following the provided 
instructions. You should note that later kits 
came with a one-piece molded hopper bottom 
while in the earlier kits the bottom must be 
constructed from parts. 

Extreme care must be taken because the 
polyester parts are very thin and brittle and can 
break easily. The kit assembles well with CA. I 
used Kadee #5 couplers and their boxes, 
although the newer and more to scale Kadee 
couplers could be substituted. The Ribbed Side 
car has Kadee Barber friction bearing 70-Ton S2 
trucks while the Panel Side car has Kadee 
Andrews Trucks. It is hard to improve on a 
Westerfield Kit, but I added coupler cut levers. I 
drilled two number 78 holes in the car end 
frame above to the left of the coupler. I drilled 
one a just half scale foot from car center and the 
other end on the inside edge of the polling 
pocket. I then inserted metal lift rings and 
secured them with CA. I used a .012 brass rod to 
make a right angle and cut it at one scale foot. I 
inserted it through lift rings, so the first bend is 
over but not touching the coupler. I made the 
final bend down at 90 degrees downward and 
cut it off at the one scale foot mark. I secured the 
rod with CA. I could have also added air hoses. 
The finished car was very light, so weight 
should be added. I did this by adding a real coal 
load. Operators are given a scale shovel if they 
dump a carload of coal. 

Another view of the Westerfield USRA 3-Bay Ribbed Side 70-
Ton Hopper. 

Panel sides #4000 from Pikestuff that Will used for the 
construction of the model. 

After the car was constructed the panel sides 
were applied. I used two packages of 
Pikestuff  # 4000 Panel Sides per car.   I 
believe they were designed to fit Ahearn’s 2-
Bay USRA Hopper.  The center two panels on 
the Westerfield car are larger than the rest of 
the panels. The Pikestuff panels will fit the 
center two panels of the car with no 
modification; however, all the rest of the 
panels must be sanded or filed to fit between 
the rivet rows on the car sides (See photo on 
next page). 
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NYC 3-Bay 70-ton Hopper (Continued) 

I used a medium sand paper to get the panels to fit, then a file and the hobby knife to get a fine finish. 
You can get away with messing up a couple, as there are more panels then you need in the packages. 
They were then attached with ACC, one side at a time. 

The car was then ready for paint. I used an airbrush to 
apply True Line Trains TLT010008 Black Paint. The 
followinng quote, was taken from Charles M. Smith’s 
article on 70-Ton Hopper cars of the New York Central 
that appeared in the Third Quarter 1983 of the Central 
Headlight. “All cars built prior to Lot 770-H were 
delivered painted black. Lots 770-H through 824-H 
inclusive were delivered painted red oxide. Lots 865-H 
and subsequent were delivered painted black.” 

After painting, the car was set-aside for a day to dry.  I 
applied the decals and used Walthers Solveset to settle 
them down on the car. When the decals dried, I sprayed 
the car with Testers Gloss Coat to hide the decal film. If 
you would like to weather the car, I am sure there 

would be lots of dents, dirt, dust, grease, grime, and rust on these cars. 

As I mentioned at the start of the article, this project is a great way to get a different looking hopper with 
ease. The Panel Side and Ribbed cars are shown together in the photo.  This provides a good comparison 
in style and colour, and the completed project well represents the New York Central’s USRA 3-Bay 70-
Ton Hoppers.  

 

 

Panels on the ribbed side before sanding. 

Will’s Panel and Ribbed sided cars shown together for comparison in this photo. 
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NYC 3-Bay 70-ton Hopper (Continued) 

 

Will’s excellent work 
can clearly be seen in 
these two photos of 
his New York Central 
USRA design Panel 
Side 70-ton Hopper. 
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NYCSHS’s “Membership Adventure” at Greenberg Show 
NYCSHS member, Dave Mackay, represented the Society at the Greenberg Toy & Train Show on 
August 13 & 14.  Dave, a NYC modeler of the River Division between MP 11.5 and 14, set up this 
display at the show.  He handed out over 20 applications for membership and talked with many 
attendees at the show.  Dave put together his own booth display and it turned out very nicely. 

The Society is in the process of developing 
displays to be used at shows and should 
have that material available in the fall. 

Dave is a member of the NYCSHS 
Membership Committee and is in the 
process of generating a master list of train 
and modeling shows where it will be 
possible to expose the New York Central 
and the Society to a large number of 
prospective members. 

Dave handed out copies of the NYCSHS 
Central Headlight and displayed copies of 
the NYCentral Modeler to potential 
members.  He spent time talking with each 
visitor to the booth about the New York 
Central and the advantages of membership 
in the NYCSHS. 

Dave plans to represent the Society and 
the NYC at several shows in the future and 
is looking to find others to do the same 
thing at other shows. 

I (Noel) was at the East Coast Large Scale 
Train Show on September 23 & 24 looking 
for members.  I handed out 30 applications 

        If you would be interested in representing                  
the Society at a future show, contact Dave at 
mackdave@optonline.net 

Dave Mackay with his “homemade” booth display at a local 
Greenberg Train Show in August.  Dave is heading up an 
initiative to increase NYCSH presence at train shows. 
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A “Down Under” New York Central Odyssey – Addiction 

And Stories From a Retired NYC Conductor 

           By Phil Darkins in New 
My obsession with all things New York Central 
began innocently enough, as many addictions do, 
before it saw me becoming a full-on mainliner. 

The first New York Central item I purchased was a 
complete set of Athearn HO streamlined 
passenger car kits. That was in my early teens -- 
about the time of the big bad merger. I knew 
nothing of the merger at the time, its relevance, or 
indeed anything at all about the system. That 
knowledge came much later. I merely liked the 
idea of owning a set of U.S. corrugated-side 
passenger cars and the name on their sides’ - New 
York Central – it sounded impressive; 
representing a typically grandiose American 

enterprise. Today my collection is vast. Initially I 
dedicated a whole wardrobe to storing it. Then the 
battle of the bulge kicked in and clearly I needed 
to show the more interesting items.  So I engaged a 
cabinetmaker to build an 8’x8’ wall unit for the 
home office, or study as y’all Yankees say. 

The display cabinet was custom designed by me to 
house eight levels of trains behind sliding glass 
doors with cupboard space below (for a vinyl 
music collection).  The above area was for boxed 
models of Athearn, Roundhouse, Intermountain, 
Proto 2000, Red Caboose, and Bowser brands. 

 

 

 

     

Phil’s custom display cabinet showing some of his trains NYCS 
and reference library. 

This space was quickly swallowed up and, as this 
addiction began to take over my very existence, I 
discovered that twin-tray, export apple boxes are a 
perfect storage system for Accurail, early Walthers  
and Blue Box Athearn models. Since my wife is a 
stickler for buying only the best quality pip and 
stone fruit, for which New Zealand is noted, I have 
a regular supply of these appropriately sized, 
robust and stackable marvels of packaging, direct 
from New Zealand’s southern orchards. And well 
used they are…every last one of them. 

  

Phil has numerous stacks of these export fruit cartons in his garage 
and study wardrobe which are bursting at the seams with New York 
Central System era models of freight and passenger cars. 

Phil’s NYC “Dome Car” that never 
existed on the real NYC. 
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NYC New Zealand Addiction (Continued) 

A combination china cabinet and bar wall unit, 
previously owned by my Gran and Pop, now takes 
pride of place in our garage and houses a variety of 
steam and diesel power. These are from my 
collection of approximately 120 HO scale model 
locomotives. All but a few are in fine working order, 
each afforded the privilege of rotational track time 
on my, (will it ever be finished?) 4’ x 8’ layout. 

While the layout is by no means completed, it does 
have a few interesting features that my wife, Natalie, 
and I had fun creating. The paper mâché hillsides 
turned out OK, with tinted sawdust scattered and 
set with a dilute PVA glue spray. I even used the 
odd real rock (well, pebble) from my garden to add 
interest. A fully lined tunnel was a successful and 
satisfying experiment for my inventiveness. The 
interior was surprisingly easy to construct, using a 
sheet of narrow polystyrene packaging, some 
carefully curved coat-hanger wire, crayons, pastels, 
paint, and an engraving tool. I have a whole heap 
more to do, so going public now would no doubt 
embarrass me into making more progress. 

   

Although Phil’s layout is by no means completed, he is gradually making 
progress on adding scenic elements including paper mâché 
hillsides, tinted sawdust surface terrain and texture, and the obligatory 
tunnels. 

 

A feature of Phil’s 8’ x 4’ layout – or “test 
track”, as he prefers to call it – is this fully 
lined, scratch built tunnel. The interior was 
created by folding a thin sheet of polystyrene 
packaging material and holding it in place with 
curved lengths of coat-hanger wire, inserted 
into holes in the baseboard. The polystyrene 
bead sheeting had been pre-painted in shades 
of flat brown, gray and black, which created an 
authentic rough, rock-like interior surface. 

 

A shot of the opening to the interior of Phil’s tunnel. 

When my father passed away, I pressed into 
immediate railroad service his notably shallow, 
tall and wide, ancient wooden cabinet as a floor 
to ceiling storage unit, which now resides in 
our garage, beside the layout. Ironically, this 
item from a genuine railway office is where I 
keep most of the Rapido, Walthers, Branchline, 
Proto 1000, Atlas, Bethlehem Car Works, 
modern Athearn and latter-day Roundhouse 
collection. 

Then there are drawers aplenty that are mainly 
from our former kitchen joinery and now 
relegated to garage service.  They house mostly 
empty boxes of items that I currently have on 
display. Of course, I couldn’t forget a garage 
shelving system that I use for displaying newly 
completed, or as yet uncompleted, kits. 
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NYC New Zealand Addiction (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s easy to see why Phil uses this shallow wall unit from a NZ 
Railways office as a perfect storage facility for a variety of rolling 
stock. 

These kits reside on tiered and tracked display 
stands made by my Dad. Did I mention he was also 
a model train buff?  No, this is not a solo-
generational obsessive-compulsive disorder; it’s 
been going on for some time. 

Phil ‘s garage shelving is used to hold models as yet uncompleted; awaiting super-detailing, decal application or modification. 

My father was, as we refer to down under, a 
railway worker.  He was a Fitter & Turner to be 
exact. He ended his career at the pinnacle of that 
trade as the nationwide inspector of the New 
Zealand Railways’ workshops. 

Dad initially collected British Hornby OO 
models but veered off toward Old Glory HO 
when he saw the quality and variety of kits that 
I was constructing. I believe that my initial 
addiction was to the glue I used for the models. 
No one said a word about ventilation as I spent 
most winters camped in a well-sealed bedroom 
with bright light and tools of trade, making up 
the latest and greatest model RR purchase. It’s 
no wonder I got probably a little too excited 
about the end results.  It was probably just the 
glue. 

That’s how it all began. I’m still trying to figure 
out if I’m a model maker, a model railroader, a 
model train collector, an ipso facto New York 
Central System private librarian/amateur 
historian or a combination of all of them. 

One thing is for certain: I am thoroughly 
fascinated with the history and operation of the 
New York Central Railroad. 

My career as a broadcaster took me throughout 
New Zealand and Australia, over a couple of 
decades, which made establishing any kind of 
permanent layout a bit tough. In the early 1990s, 
upon returning to my home province of 
Wellington, New Zealand, I made a pact to quit 
roaming and stay put. So here I sit, surrounded 
by a beautiful family and an enormous array of 
model trains. Psychologists would have a field 
day, I’m sure. 
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NYC New Zealand Addiction (Continued) 

My private library of New York Central System 
books is also substantial. That began relatively 
recently and was the indirect result of my lodging a 
query on an online forum. This takes us back to that 
first set of Athearn passenger cars. There was 
something about the dome car that made me 
suspicious. 

My perception of dome cars was that they were a 
western US/Canadian innovation, focused mainly 
on giving passengers a better view of the Rockies. To 
me, a dome car racing across Indiana or down the 
Hudson Valley didn’t seem to fit.  Not that I’ve ever 
been to either of those locales. Although one could 
argue that the manmade peaks of Manhattan could 
be worth a look before you took the gentle dive into 
GCT. 

So, I posed the question to the online forum, “Did 
the New York Central Railroad ever run dome 
cars?”  

Now that I am wiser, I guess most members of that 
forum had their eyes to the sky, (as if they were in a 
dome car?) while one lone respondent did the 
decent thing and put the dunce from down under 
straight.  

He explained the clearance issues and informed me 
of how the tunnel into GCT came to be, and how air 
rights led to a new form of real estate being peddled. 
He also suggested that one would be unlikely to sit 
up high, behind glass on a train heading through the 
dodgy parts of New York City lest some hood take a 
pot shot at you with their Saturday Night Special. I 
don’t know how true that was, but it certainly got 
my attention! 

When my respondent discovered that he was 
corresponding with someone way down at the 
bottom of the world, he was surprised and delighted 
to know that his former employer would even have 
any kind of profile in a land that he had longed to 
visit. Right there we began an online friendship that 
lasted the best part of seven years. 

Right there we began an online friendship 
that lasted the best part of seven years. 

His name? Glenn E. Miner, the GEM, a former 
Yard Conductor, “Brakem“ and Yardmaster, 
then Road Brakeman and Conductor 
(Freight); and eventually Passenger Brakeman 
& Conductor on the NYC, P.C, Conrail, and 
Amtrak. 

 

 

Glenn E. Miner and wife Marilyn. Note the former NYC, PC, 
Conrail & Amtrak Conductor’s cap and Hudson belt buckle.  
Glenn was loyal to the end, even after the falling of the flag. 

 

According to his copy of the Rules of the 
Operating Department – which he sent me 
and is now a treasured keepsake (keep that 
under your hat; NYCS property don’t you 
know?) – Glenn hired out in 1951, qualifying 
on February 2. 
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NYC New Zealand Addiction (Continued) 

The stories he related of life on the road, out of 
Syracuse NY, enthralled me. The farther fetched 
some of them sounded, the more verification I 
looked for. And I found it. What he couldn’t supply 
me in pictures, he made up for in narrative. I started 
collecting every book I could find on the NYCS, just 
so I had pictorial references for the experiences that 
my e-pal recalled. 

Here’s the text of the very first message received 
from tGlenn. It’s dated Tuesday, 31 August 1999 at 
21:31. By the way, this piece is unedited and 
presented precisely as he typed it.  

In response to the query regarding dome cars, Glenn 
wrote: 

 “To the best that I can say is the NYC had one 
ordered but found out about it in time to sell it to a 
western RR. Dome cars would not clear bridges on 
the BA or River on the NYC also no way could clear 
tunnel into Grand Central. The person who ordered 
one for the Central I believe was fired. He 
apparently did not know his railroad at all. I ran into 
Buffalo sometimes when short on men worked thru 
into Cleveland and as far east as New York City and 
State Line on the BA. Sorry to say no Dome cars.  

Retired Conductor N.Y.C., P.C. Conrail and Amtrak.  

Glenn E. Miner.” 

It wasn’t long into our e-friendship when Glenn 
began adding a bit of colour to his e-mails by way of 
introducing me to his family. I was always pushing 
him to write a book about his life on the rails, but he 
was always avoiding that by “throwing me a curve 
ball”, as he expressed it. 

What follows is an excerpt from one of the Glenn’s 
curve balls, thrown on September 11, 1999. It’s 
spooky to realize now that on that date, two years 
prior to infamy, my Yankee e-pal and I were 
discussing his family’s involvement in what 
followed a similar act of evil. 

Well-informed old timers may be aware that my  

home town of Wellington, New Zealand, was 
one of the staging points for the eventual 
routing of the Japanese at Guadalcanal, 
signaling the beginning of a three-year journey 
well past the gates of hell, leading eventually to 
a similar collection of shaky isles, near the 
opposite end of the Pacific; the then land of 
Hirohito. I still have a genuine, albeit 
shortened, U.S. Marines bayonet that my father 
“borrowed” from the American forces’ base 
situated almost directly opposite his childhood 
home of 1942. 

     

UWWII USMC bayonet that belonged to Phil’s dad. 

The following got Glenn and me talking all 
about the U.S. soldiers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. This led to the enviable freedoms we 
enjoy in our very rare and genuine democracies 
of today; most of which we appear to take for 
granted. This is one of Glenn’s first attempts to 
get me off the scent of him writing his “Rail 
Road Memoirs”.  Instead of sharing more of his 
railroad history, Glenn would head off on some 
seemingly unrelated yet equally engaging 
tangent. The former New York Central 
conductor didn’t rate himself as a writer but he 
sure did have some great stories to share. 

Here’s that slice of a gem from the GEM… 

“The little World War II story about my brother 
and a NYC Hudson: None of my family, or 
Bill’s wife, heard from him for over 6 weeks 
when he was in the Philippines. One morning, 
in the paper, there was an article that said he 
had been wounded.  
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NYC New Zealand Addiction (Continued) 

Two weeks later, his wife called and said she had 
just received a telegram confirming the news but 
with no information as to how bad.  One more week 
and we finally got a letter from him, not in his 
handwriting, saying that he had received shrapnel in 
his stomach, arm and leg. Three weeks later, we 
received a phone call at 3:00 AM from three railroad 
crewmembers that had just seen him on a hospital 
train going to Rhoads Hospital, Utica, NY, which 
was located 51 miles from where we lived. 

“The Hudson part of the story is when he was laying 
in his bunk in one of the hospital cars; in fact the last 
of ten cars that were left. They departed San 
Francisco, California, with 18 cars, and spotted cars 
all the way across the country as they got troops to 
hospitals nearest their homes. When the train 
stopped to change engines in St. Louis, Missouri, 
brother Bill was looking out the window and saw 
the Santa Fe power cut off and pull ahead, only to 
see a NYC Hudson back down to couple on. 

“He hollered to all the boys in that car, ‘We’re 
home!’  One of the boys said, ‘You’re nuts!’ Bill said 
to us, ‘I told him we have a NYC Hudson, but it 
didn’t seem to mean much to the rest of the fellows.’ 
He told me that it was the greatest thing he’d seen in 
a couple of years.  

Then came his next thrill when they stopped in 
Buffalo, NY, to change crews and the crew that got 
on were friends of his. When they reached Syracuse, 
the crew went into the station and had all the 
employees come out to see Bill. One of his friends 
asked where he was headed and Bill replied, 
‘Rhoads Hospital.’  That is where all the phone calls 
came from at 3:00 AM. “ 

The familial connection between Glenn’s family and 
the New York Central and that of his wife, Marilyn’s 
family as well, was such that the railroad almost 
became a part of their DNA. 

 

It was impossible for Glenn to discuss the 
New York Central without sharing all 
manner of anecdotes on personal day-to-day 
– or as in this case, monumental – goings on. 

Glenn and I never met face to face, but we got 
to know one another’s families well. So I’d 
like to pass on a few more of Glenn’s stories 
in upcoming issues of this publication. It’s a 
salute to a good and generous buddy - but 
more importantly - one of the regular railroad 
workers whose whole families devoted their 
lives to – and totally believed in – the New 
York Central Railroad. 

 

 

 

 

A close up of Phil’s “phantasy transphormer”. A just for 
fun project using a Canon ink cartridge as a base plus 
random spare parts; predominantly from a Stewart FT kit. 
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Building a 1930’s Garage 
By Noel Widdifield            Photos by the author 

One of the areas that we want to cover in the 
NYCentral Modeler is structures that belong on a 
layout.  Many of us have built structures directly 
related to the railroad itself, but there is another 
category of buildings that fill the towns and 
villages on our layouts.  This is an article about 
constructing a small building that was found 
everywhere in the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s of the past 
century.  

After completing the first section of scenery on my 
layout, we all decided that I needed a garage for 
the owner of a motel in the town of Anderson.  
The guys I was working with gave me the garage 
as a homework assignment to be finished quickly, 
so that it could be incorporated into the town.  I 
had built many more complicated buildings in the 
past so I figured this one would be easy. So I 
began to look for pictures of a garage in the 
timeframe of 1954 to use as a model for my garage. 

 

Checking out the Internet for pictures of 1954 
garages led me to a couple of model garages in 
HO and O.  I downloaded those pictures and drew 
up plans for my garage using the pictures for a 
guide.   

I calculated the dimensions by estimating the 
height of the garage doors and then working out 
the rest of the dimensions from that figure. 

I drew the plans full size in 1/29 scale on graph 
paper, estimated the materials needed and found the 
materials on the internet and in my supplies box. 
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1930’s Garage (Continued) 

Most modelers in 1/29 scale have outdoor railroads, 
but since my NYC railroad is indoors, I used 
basswood for construction.  I began by cutting all of 
the framing material to the correct size using my 
Micro Mark chop saw and framed out the sides and 
back. I cut basswood siding material to the correct 
size using my plans as a guide. I selected a Grandt 
Line door and frame (#3984) for the side door. 
Before fastening the siding to the frame, I tested the 
door for fit in the openings. I attached the sheathing 
to the framing using Cyanoacrylate  (CA) glue and 
spray accelerator. 

Making sure that the garage was square, I 
assembled the structure on the plans and used my 
mini-squares to check it. I also glued a strip of 
basswood along the top of each of the walls so that I 
could fasten the end peaks and roof to the sidewalls. 

Once the basic structure was complete, I cut 
two triangular end peaks from the siding 
material and fastened them to the front and 
back walls using a strip of basswood for 
bracing in the vertical. 

I cut the rafters to the correct size and built 
up the roof framing by attaching the rafters 
to the strip of basswood I had attached to the 
side wall and to a piece of basswood I 
attached across the top of the end peaks.  The 
ends of the rafters were cut at a 45o angle so 
that they fit against the ridge piece. I sanded 
the ends so that they matched up and were 
smooth at the peak and the eves. 

  

The roof sheeting was made from plain 
basswood sheet that I glued to the rafters.  I 
used a strip of basswood to form the roof 
ridge and glued it in place.  
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1930’s Garage (Continued) 

 

Since I couldn’t find premade garage doors, I built 
them from basswood and used some white styrene 
windows that I had in my scrap box. I glued the 
windows in place after crafting the doors. 

 

I used a penetrating primer to prime the building on 
the outside and left the inside raw wood like most 
garages of that time.  I painted the outside with a 
flat white acrylic and then painted over it with a flat 
grey using the dry brushing technique to make the 
paint look like it was old and peeling.  

I painted the roof overhang with primer and then 
cut 320 grit sandpaper into strips to simulate 
tarpaper-roofing material.  I used rubber cement to 
fasten the sandpaper to the roof.  

 

Starting at the bottom of the roof and working 
up to the ridge, I overlapped the sandpaper.  I 
folded the final strip and placed it along the 
ridge to finish off the tarpaper. 

I glued the side doorframe in place and then 
fastened the door into the frame.  In order to 
fasten the garage doors in place, I fashioned 
hinges from strip brass and glued the hinges to 
the finished doors and then glued the hinges to 
the sides of the garage door opening. It was my 
wife, Ann’s, idea to have the garage doors open 
a bit to give one of my many model automobiles 
a home. 

To simulate tar used to fasten the tarpaper in 
place, I painted glossy black along the edges of 
the sandpaper strips. 
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1930’s Garage (Continued) 

 

I weathered the roof and sides of the garage 
using Bragdon dry powders and then sprayed 
the whole structure with Testors Dull Cote to 
seal the powders.  

When I was finished I placed the garage next to 
the motel parking lot in my hometown of 
Anderson on the railroad.  I later moved the 
garage a short distance back and added a 
driveway.  I put an old truck in the garage.  I also 
hung some garden tools and added some junk 
like that frequently found in most garages. 

This project is an example of what can be done in 
a very short time to add a building to a railroad 
scene. If you have been thinking that your 
railroad needs some buildings and you can’t find 
anything ready built, you should consider 
finding an example of the building you desire, 
drawing up some simple plans, and spending a 
few pleasant hours making yourself a building 
that won’t be found on any other railroad. 

The whole thing only took about four hours over 
two days to complete. The cost of the building 
materials is considerably less than what you would 
pay for a finished building.  The satisfaction of 
showing off your own creation is something that 
cannot be duplicated any other way – especially if 
your wife believes she had a part in making a good 
idea better. (Remember that the open garage doors 
were Ann’s idea.)  

 

                                     

  

 

Join the NYCSHS now and don’t miss out on 
any of the benefits of membership.  
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Creating a NYC 0-8-0 U-3f Switcher 

By Australian, David Howarth, MMR    Photos by the Author 

I am in the process of collecting together a group of locomotives for a new layout based on the New 
York Central.  There can be no other locomotive, which would better fit into a stable of iron horses, 
than the ubiquitous switcher.  

There are no recently produced switchers available in the scale I model, i.e. O scale 1/48. So I 
purchased an unpainted brass US Hobbies 0-8-0 as the basis for my locomotive. These models were 
produced about 30 to 40 years ago.  They are reasonably detailed and run well. However they have 
an open frame electric motor, no back head details and with a standard USRA tender. 

I believe it is very important to have a photograph of the prototype locomotive to follow.  I choose 
NYC class U-3(f) manufactured by Alco and renumbered in 1936 as # 7925.  The NYCSHS 
produced book Steam Locomotives of the New York Central Lines by William D.Edson and H.L.Vail, 
Jr. is very helpful in this research. This photograph I found on the Internet.) 

                               

As I wished to have DCC controlled locomotives a new can motor was installed to replace the open 
frame motor, which draws far too much current.  The tender needed the most work. The rear 
ladder was moved to the correct right-hand side, the top sides were reduced inwards with new 
riveted brass panels and an opening water tank cover provided. 
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NYC 0-8-0 U-3f   (Continued) 

A new back head was made.  A styrene back 
formed the base for detail parts from 
Precision Scale Co. Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When painted, with timber lining and crew 
added, a reasonable cab wasproduced.  

Additional detail such as front tool box, tool 
box on tender, coal in tender and whistle and 
bell cables were added. 

I painted the locomotive with Floquil paint, 
two parts Engine Black and one part Grimy 
Black, with light weathering.  

Custom decals were produced by a fellow 
modeller in Queensland and LEDS added to 
lights and the cab to highlight the details.  

I added two DCC decoders and for motor 
control a D408R decoder with 4-amp 
capacity, and a Tsunami with the correct 
switcher sounds. This is probably a 
conservative approach but it does ensure 
that if the motor exceeds the normal HO 
decoder current capacity, there will not be a 
decoder failure. 

The resulting NYC specific locomotive runs 
well and looks good, and its modification 
was a most enjoyable modeling experience. 

 

Editor’s note:  I ran across David Howarth as I was 
reading my monthly NMRA Magazine.  I read his story 
about how he achieved his Master Model Railroader 
(MMR).  The article mentioned that he was planning to 
tear up his current layout and build an O Scale one based 
upon  the NYC .  I decided to contact him through the 
NMRA and when he replied to my email, he mentioned 
that he had a large collection of NYC O scale 
locomotives and was a member of the NYCSHS.  He 
agreed to send some pictures of his just-disposed 1910 
era British Midland Railway fine-scale layout. 

David with a model of 
some sanding towers 
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David Harworth’s British Midland Railway in Fine Scale O 

 David’s layout was called Beaumouth, and built 
to a scale of 7mm to the foot, (1:43.5). It depicts 
a seaside terminal in the South West of England, 
near Bournemouth. It is in the point-to-point, 
terminus-to-fiddle yard style found on many 
British layouts. (Above  left )  
 
The layout portrays a 1910 Midland Railway 
single line branch and the London South Western 
Railway had running rights on the branch. A 
privately owned dock is located on the River 
Beau and is crossed by a three span steel girder 
bridge. (Above  r ight )  
 
The track work is hand built based on Midland 
Railway standards at the turn of the century. All 
model structures are based on drawings of 
buildings found on the Midland Railway, which 
was a private company operating between 1844 
and 1923 throughout Great Britain. (Left )  
Photos by David and description from NMRA-
Australasian Division website. 
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Wanted – Assistant Editor 

         
NYCentral Modeler is looking for an 
assistant editor to help back up the editor 
and to add to the quality of the magazine.  If 
you are interested, send an email to Noel 
Widdifield at: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

 

Wanted – New Members 

 

Member, Jason Cook 
(right) convinced his 
friend Mario 
Labrecque to join the 
NYCSHS and they 
both plan to attend 
the Convention next 
May.  Jason is a 
member of the 
Modeling Committee 
and the Membership 
Committee and has 
volunteered to help 
with the Convention.  
They are pictured next to 3001 at the National 
NYC Museum in Elkhart, Indiana. 

Jason had this to say about the Convention:,“I 
plan to be at the 2012 convention.  Hoping 
work will not get in the way.  We are actually 
looking at Essenhaus for the 2012 GLMRRS 
in mid-April, so I may have two stays there 
within a short period.  The food is great.  Just 
ignore the calories”. 

Join the NYCSHS 
Benefits of Membership 

• Quarterly Magazine (Central Headlight) 

• Access to Detailed NYC Drawings 

• Member Prices on NYCSHS Books 

• Membership on NYCSHS Yahoo Group 

• Annual Convention 

• Access to Modeling Resources 

• Access to Former NYC Employees 

• Annual Calendar at Member Prices 

Pick up a membership application today at our 

website:  http://www.nycshs.org 
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The NYCSHS 2012 Annual Convention 

Details now at the NYCSHS Website 

http://www.nycshs.org 
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Lighting a Basement Layout 
By Rich Stoving   Photos by the author 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a view of Rich’s layout taken along a section of his layout where the front is nearly straight.  The view looks toward Spurious 
Tunnel, so named because, although it reflects the general flavor of a tunnel in the Hudson Highlands, it doesn’t actually model any one 
of them.  This shot shows how the lighting solution he conceived provides the required realistic lighting for his railroad.  

When retirement allowed me to move from 
New York City to rural Pennsylvania, one 
regret was the need to destroy a basement 
layout that had been a good friend for twenty 
years.  Housing was in a bit of a slump at the 
time, with the result that my wife and I 
maintained our old home and our new home 
for more than half a year.  This was a real 
downer financially, but it allowed me to move 
all of my models personally and to begin work 
on a new layout before the old one was entirely 
dismantled.  In fact, I had trains running on a 
reverse loop at one end of the new layout before 
I pulled the plug on the old one. 

Like its predecessor, the Pennsylvania layout 
was built in a basement.  It was reasonably dry 
and carpeted, but I gave no thought to installing 

a drop ceiling, nor did I think much about 
how the layout was to be lighted.  The urge to 
“get something running” took precedence. 

The layout is basically horseshoe-shaped, with 
some comfortable chairs in the middle of the 
horseshoe for train watching.  Only one 
section of the front edge of the layout is 
straight; most of it follows a series of broad 
curves that roughly parallel the route of my 
HO version of the Hudson Division.  As work 
progressed from one end of the layout to the 
other, it became apparent that the existing 
fluorescent lighting fixtures in the basement 
were woefully inadequate.  I was always 
looking into my own shadow.  

Low-wattage fluorescent, screw-in lamps were 
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Lighting a Basement Layout 
(Continued) 
at that time becoming popular, generally 
configured as four short parallel tubes.  It 
occurred to me that if I could line up enough of 
these at ceiling height and a few inches outside 
the front of the layout, they might shed the 
required amount of light.   

The fixtures I made for the fluorescent lamps 
were extraordinarily simple; just ordinary 
household lamp sockets with twist-on, twist-off 
switches, each attached to a 3“ x 3” L bracket 
using 1” long threaded lamp socket tubing.  The 
sockets and brackets came from my local 
hardware store, while the 1-inch lengths of 
tubing and matching hex nuts came from a local 
electrical supply house.  One hole on each of the 
brackets had to be drilled out to 7/16” diameter 
to accommodate the threaded tubing.  Ordinary 
lamp zip cord and standard, polarized two-prong 
plugs completed each lighting unit. 

Here is one of my lighting fixtures disassembled.  When wiring the 
sockets, it’s important that the wire that is attached to the neutral 
(silver) screw on the socket leads to the neutral (wide) blade on the 
polarized plug. 

To position the fixtures where I wanted them, I 
cut segments of ¾ ” plywood, 7” wide. For the 
sake of convenience, let’s call them “contour 
boards.” 

The inside edge of these contour boards was 
cut to replicate the contour of the front of the 
layout.  Dropping a plumb line at intervals 
from the front edge of the layout to a paper 
template on the floor helped me to get the 
contours right.  

Once cut to shape, the contour board segments 
were painted white on the side that was to 
face downward, carefully positioned, and 
screwed to the overhead floor joists. A 
continuous valance of 1/8” hardboard, 8” 
wide, was then tacked to the outside edge of 
the contour board segments and, on its inside 
surface, also painted white.  The use of white 
paint helps to reflect and diffuse the light. 

Next, I screwed the light fixtures to the 
contour boards.  I spaced them 20” apart, and 
between 3-4 inches outside of the inside edge 
of the contour boards.  This was done over a 
period of several years as work on the layout 
progressed from one end to the other, and  

A view looking up at 
the light fixtures on a 
curving segment of 
contour board.  Note 
that I ran the zip cord 
from each fixture up 
through a ¼ -inch hole 
drilled in the contour 
board to get the 
wiring out of the way.  
Some might prefer to 
do this differently.  
Getting a big piece of 
¾-inch plywood up in 
place under the joists 
and attaching it is a 
tough job for one 
person.  I did it by 
suspending a contour 
board between two 
rope slings, then 
gradually tightening 
up the slings to bring 
the board close enough 
to the joists to permit 
attachment. 
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Lighting a Basement Layout 
(Continued) 
when all was done there were 38 lighting fixtures.  
Electrically, they are divided into four zones, so that 
when I’m working on the layout, I only need to 
illuminate the section on which I’m working.  There 
are nine or ten light fixtures in each zone; at 23 
watts each that represents between 1.6 and 2.0 amps 
per zone at 115 volts; a total of 874 watts or 7.6 
amps if the whole layout is illuminated for an 
operating session.   

For power distribution, I had an electrician run a 
15-amp line to a switchbox at the foot of the stairs 
leading to the basement.  From there, four lines, 
each switched independently, were run to four 
strategically placed receptacle boxes, and screwed 
to the floor joists.  Two 5-position grounded power 
strips radiate from each of these boxes, and the 
leads from each lighting fixture are plugged into 
them. 

By the time that I was installing the last of the 
fixtures, the old straight-tube lamps were no longer 
available, having been replaced with the newer 
twisty type.  They work just as well.  I have had 
some difficulty finding replacement lamps that 
have the same color temperature, but slight 
differences don’t seem to matter much.  Lamp life 
seems to vary considerably; some of the old, 
straight-tube lamps I installed over ten years ago 
are still going strong. 

A couple of years ago a friend of mine took some 
really good photos of scenes on my layout with 
some very fine equipment.  To get the colors right, 
he wanted to use full-spectrum lighting.  Full-
spectrum lamps are rather costly, so we simply 
bought eight of them and substituted them in place 
of the regular lamps at the various locations we 
were photographing on the layout. 

The lighting method described above provides me 
with good, even lighting around the layout without 
annoying shadows.  It was relatively inexpensive to 
install and with the four-zone switching capability 
it is reasonably easy on my monthly electric bill. 

On the straight section of my layout, I substituted lengths of 1 x 
8’s in place of cut contour boards.  This view looks up at the 
lamps along this straight section. 
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Lighting a Basement Layout 
(Continued) 

This view shows how the lights follow the contour of the front of the layout to provide even lighting.  My version of Little 
Tunnel west of Peekskill is on the right side of the photo, while my very abbreviated version of Manitou is on the left. 
 
 

 

Rich in September 1938. No trains yet, just dump 
trucks.   Fairmont Park, Jersey City, NJ. 

Here is Rich in July 1952 at Piedmont, Quebec, 
Canada.  Tailgating on train to Ste. Agathe with a 
handsome G-5 Pacific on the front end. 
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Donec 
interdum 

Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)                                                                              

Jim Benedict, Associate Editor        

♦ Intermountain Railway Products – NYC Pacemaker Cars – Paint Scheme Variations (HO) 

With Intermountain offering a lineup of Pacemaker boxcars, I thought it would be helpful to provide 

a guide that would indicate the correct official colors and lettering used on these cars over the life of 

the Pacemaker Service. http://www.intermountain-railway.com/newshocomingsoon.html 
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Donec 
interdum 

Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

Sed venenatis, augue non 
varius tempus, metus 

nibh mollis erat, a 
tempus neque ipsum sit 

amet nisi. Donec 
elementum, justo eu 
pulvinar tincidunt, 

mauris nunc consectetuer 
mi, eu ornare augue 

ligula a nibh. 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)                                                                              

Jim Benedict, Associate Editor        

♦ Intermountain Railway Products – NYC 
Pacemaker Cars – Paint Scheme 
Variations (HO) 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

 

 

 

Information Wanted 

 

The following two locomotive builder’s plates, owned 
by the Society, were found to be missing from the 
Society’s storage facility on Friday, September 23, 
2011.  Any person having information concerning the 
whereabouts of any of these plates is urged to contact 
the Wickliffe, Ohio Police Department at 440-943-1234.  

Alco-Schenectady 38771, date 1906, Brooks rebuild 
1917 

Alco-Schenectady 73800, date 1946 
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Photo Section The Observation 

Featured in the Next NYCentral Modeler 
“West Side Freight Line”  Ron Parisi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The NYC CR Tower in HO”  Larry  Faulkner 
 

Larry’s almost complete 
NYC CR Tower. 

An early morning 
scene on Ron 
Parisi’s NYC West 
Side Fright Line. 
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Photo Section The Observation 

Featured in the Next NYCentral Modeler (Continued) 

“An Interview with Tony Koester, Part 2”   

 

 

 

 

 

Tony is a Director of the 
NMRA and talks about 
his new railroad and a 
variety of other subjects 
in our next issue. 

Photo by Stephen Priest 

Working to get the 
Geep ready for its next 
assignment on Noel 
Widdifield’s NYC in 
1/29. 



 

 

 

The New York Central System Historical Society 
is pleased to announce that their 2012 Annual Meeting & Convention 
will be held Friday, May 4 through Sunday, May 6, 2012 in 
Middlebury, Indiana, at the Essen Haus Hotel. Middlebury is 20 
minutes from Elkhart, Indiana, where most of our convention 
activities will be centered. 
Our convention this year will have some focus on towers and 
interlockings and will feature many firsts for the NYCSHS. Highlights 
of the convention and meeting will be a tour and activities at the 
National New York Central Museum, a steam train ride on the Little 
River Railroad, layout tours, train show, presentations, silent auction, 
banquet and some special surprises. Our guest speaker will be 
Maurice Lewman, retired NYC engineer, who will speak on his career 
as an engineer. Maurice was featured in the "HEADLIGHT" in a two-
issue article. This will be a chance for everyone to meet him and hear 
first hand the stories and happenings in his long career which covered 
both steam and diesel operations. 
 
For the modelers, this will be an opportunity to come and see some 
new projects the society is working on and to meet some of the people 
who are helping to expand this area while other NYC fans can meet 
and talk with former NYC employees from different fields and hear 
their stories and experiences. 
 
Watch the website: nycshs.org for more information and updates. For 
questions and inquiries, contact Pat Livingston at 
conraildisp@hotmail.com or Darwin Simonaitis at dfssas@msn.com or 
call 307-237-3557. 

Publishing this edition has been a little challenging but fun.  As you 
enter the indoor modeling season the NYCHS would very much like 
to include an article by you in the next issue that will be released 
sometime in December and another in February. As you work this 
winter at building models, buying things for your railroad, or just 
running your trains running think about taking a lot of photos and 
writing an article for one of our next publications.   Even if you don’t 
feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your layout.  
We really would love to share some of your skills and talents with 
other NYCS modelers. Contact us at NYCBigFour@comcast.net and 
we will send you a style guide and other materials to help you. 

Preview Of 1st 
Quarter 2012 

issue 
 

NYC L-3 #3013 rolls a freight 
into Shelby, Ohio, in May 1953. 

Photo by Jeremy Taylor 
NYCSHS Collection 

One of the many photos in 
the NYCSHS collection. 

Second part of two-part 
interview with Tony 

Koester.  Tony talks about 
his new NKP layout and 
other interesting topics. 

(Photo by Tony Koester) 

 

NYCSHS Annual Meeting 
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