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Bob Daley models the NYC with Marx Trains.  He says, “I loved 
the looks of the Mercury engine and decided to make one using 
Bondo and a Marx Commodore Vanderbilt.”  (Page 32)  

 

   

 

3  rd  Quarter  2013  
                Vol.  3      Number  3  

NYCSHS Modeler’s E-zine 
Table of Contents 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
The  NYCSHS  provides  considerable  
NYC  Railroad  information  that  is  very  
useful  for  modelers.  Pages  2  &  4.  

Tom  Bailey  Models  the  NYCS  His  Way  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

Check   out   the   feature,   “From  The  New  York  Central   Engineering  
Department”  by  Manuel  Duran-‐‑Duran.    It  will  offer  scale  drawings  
of  NYCS  structures  that  you  can  model.  (Page  41)  

  The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing   information  
about   modeling   of   the   railroad   in   all   scales.   This   issue  
features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC   related  
models  and  layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  
help   members   improve   their   ability   to   model   the   New  
York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  

  

When Noel asked me to consider doing a story on my home layout, I was 
flattered but concerned.  My layout is built around two competing themes that 
are time inconsistent and worse, finding good camera angles is difficult, but 
why not….       (Page 26)  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical   Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four  
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed  
Central   Headlight,   the   official  
publication  of  the  NYCSHS.  Only    

available   to   members,   each  
issue   contains   a   wealth   of  
information   each   quarter.  
From   steam   to   diesel   (and  
electric),   from   freight   to  
passenger,   from   branchline  
to   mainline,   and   from   the  
early   days   of   Vanderbilt   to  
the   waning   months   of  
Young   and   Perlman,   the  
Central  Headlight  covers  it  all.  
Our   Annual   Meetings   are  
also   an   event   not   to   be  
missed,   focusing   on   the  
preservation   of   New   York  
Central  railroad  history  with  
informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  

  
Board  of  Directors  

R.J.  Barrett,  C.J.  Beargie,  P.T.  
Carver,  J.  Epperson,  T.R.  
Gerbracht,  J.  Hands,  S.H.  
Lustig,  R.C.  Schiring,  D.  
Simonaitis,  R.L.  Stoving,  J.C.  
Suhs,  N.F.  Widdifield  

Directors  Emeriti:  A.K.  Bush,  
J.W.  Mills,  J.P.  Quinlivan  
(Founder)  
  

Editor:                            Noel  Widdifield  
Asst.  Editors:     Tom  Bailey  
      John  Martin  
Proof  Editor:   Julie  Sanders  
Associate  Editor:      Jim  Benedict  
Engineering  Dept:  Manuel  
Duran-‐‑Duran  
Layout  Drawing  Artist:    Frank  
Knight        

The  NYCSHS  Modelers’  Committee  
Our  Modelers  Committee  has  been  working   for  over  two  years  and  we  have  some  hard  working  
members.  We  need  to  add  some  additional  members,  so  if  you  would  like  to  help  us  with  a  project  
let  us  know.  NYCBigFour@comcast.net  

The  members  of  the  committee  are:  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,  Tom  
Stage,   Jeff   English,   Paul   Pickard,   Larry   Faulkner,   Manuel   Duran-‐‑Duran,   Noel  Widdifield,   Dave  
Staplin  and  Rich  Stoving.    

We  have  released  a  NYCSHS  PS-‐‑1  boxcar  and  are  working  on   the  NYCS  19000  caboose  we  have  
announced  for  this  coming  year,  worked  with  a  manufacture  to  help  them  release  a  C-‐‑Line  we  have  
announced  for  next  year,  and  will  soon  be  making  some  additional  announcements,  but  if  you  have  
some  ideas  for  us,  contact  us  at  NYCBigFour@comcast.net  
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When my son Paul and I started work on 
the layout that’s now in my basement, we 
visited one section of New York Central’s 
Hudson Division many times to 
photograph riprap, culverts, telegraph 
poles, tunnel portals, rock cuts and other 
details that we knew we would want to 
model.  In the highlands of the Hudson, 
that section includes three short two-track 
tunnels, and the way that Paul and I got 
past them is best not described here.  We 
were, of course, on foot.  That was more 
than twenty years ago, and what we did 
then would be impossible to do today. 
Railroad rights-of-way, engine terminals, 
yards, and even some passenger stations 
are strictly off limits.  That’s part of the 
legacy of 9-11.  So what’s a modeler to do? 
 I would propose that one of the best 
ways for a modeler to obtain prototype 
information is to join a railroad historical 
group.  And for those who want to model 
any part of the great New York Central 
System, be it a stretch of right-of-way, a 
locomotive, a train consist, or even a lowly 
boxcar, the group to join would be the 
New York Central System Historical 
Society. 
 If you are a member, great.  You know 
what I’m talking about.  But if you’re not, 
you might be asking, “Why join when I 
can get everything I need for free by 
visiting the Society’s NYCentral Modeler on 
line?  Well, yes and no.  You can surely 
pick up a lot of information from the pages 
of this superb on-line magazine.  But I 
think you are missing the wonderful 
companionship that membership in the 
Society brings.  
 Case in point: the excellent 2013 
NYCSHS Annual Convention, held in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, late in April.  
For me and those who attended, it was 
three days of TOTAL EMERSION in 

things New York Central.  A trip down the 
Hudson (passing twice over the very 
stretch of track that Paul and I once 
prowled), a tour of Grand Central 
Terminal, a visit to Metro-North’s Electric 
and Diesel Shops at Harmon, a 
multiplicity of special interest sessions, a 
great Banquet Dinner where the talk at 
every table was about the New York 
Central, and even late evening informal 
gatherings in the lounge to chat about our 
favorite railroad all contributed to my 
knowledge of the New York Central and 
my ability to model it more accurately. 
 
Bottom line:  if you are not yet a member 
of the NYCSHS, give some thought to 
joining.  Four issues of our print magazine, 
Central Headlight, are by themselves worth 
the cost of dues for one year. And if you 
are a member, give some thought to 
attending our 2014 Annual Convention, to 
be held near Cleveland, Ohio, on April 25-
27.  Join us! Believe me, you will be a 
better New York Central modeler if you 
do. 

  

Richard L. Stoving  
President, NYCSHS  
stoving@ptd.net        

  
A pair of NYCSHS Pacemaker boxcars follow 
Rich’s Mohawk L-4b # 3149 on his NYCS 
layout. Rich is proud to be a member and 
shows it off on his layout with these cars the 
Society offers at a discount to members.

Prototype  Modeling  in  the  Post  9-‐‑11  Era      By  President  R.  L.    Stoving  
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    From  the  Cab  
I really enjoy being part of the NYCSHS and 
working to provide modeling information for and 
about our members who model the NYCS. 

As I work at putting this magazine together, I am 
constantly amazed by the modeling talent that I 
see in our membership. 

Although we are first an historic organization, we 
are seeing more and more modelers join and that 
provides us with another way to preserve our 
history.  You can see history on the pages of this 
magazine in every issue. 

But to make this all work we need to have more of 
you to be proud enough of your modeling and/or 
your layout to share it with the rest of us. 

I spend much of my time talking with people 
about doing articles, and I really enjoy that. But if 
we don’t get articles and photos from you, the 
magazine will die. 

Do not just sit there enjoying your modeling by 
yourself, get in touch and share your talents with 
the rest of the members.  We want to see what you 
do. We especially want N, S, Z and O-scale articles. 

We will help with an article but we can’t do it 
without you. Please send me your articles, photos, 
comments, suggestions and/or corrections. 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

      Thanks,  Noel  

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

I really want to hear from you about what you 
think about this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story. 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@pdt.net                                                                                                                NYCSHS  Books:  www.nycshs.org  
NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                        NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield  NYCBigFour@comcast.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com                  NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay  mackdave@optimum.net  
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 Julie Sanders         NYCentral Modeler Staff Proof Reader 

 

Tom Bailey     “Tom Bailey Models The New York Central” 

 

 

Bob Daley     “Modeling the NYC/P&LE with Marx Trains” 

 

 

Title	  Photo	  (Below)	  “Engine	  Crew	  
Dispatcher	  Springfield,	  [Ohio]	  3-‐22-‐50”	  
NYC	  Photo	  NYCSHS	  Collection	  

New York Central Extra Board  
 

Julie Sanders comes from a long line of train-crazed hobbyists, most 
notably her father, Noel Widdifield, who asked her two years ago, as a 
favor, to proofread his new train e-zine.  Little did she know the favor 
would grow, like the publication, into a quarterly commitment and joy.  
Julie enjoys reading about the creative ways train enthusiasts create 
layouts and tweak their locos.  She is amazed at the talent and 
craftsmanship of the hobbyists.  During her time outside of 
proofreading,	  she	  is	  a	  seventh	  grade	  English	  teacher	  who	  enjoys	  spending	  

time	  with	  her	  husband	  in	  their	  Point	  of	  Rocks,	  MD	  home—a	  mere	  two	  miles	  from	  the	  Point	  of	  
Rocks	  train	  station—listening	  to	  passing	  freight	  and	  commuter	  trains.	  	  It’s	  music	  to	  her	  father’s	  
ears.	  She	  has	  done	  the	  proof	  reading	  for	  the	  NYCentral	  Modeler	  since	  our	  beginning,	  but	  we	  just	  
now	  got	  her	  to	  send	  a	  photo	  and	  biography.	  	  We	  couldn’t	  do	  the	  magazine	  without	  her.	  

This is Tom Bailey’s third article for the magazine and in this one he shows 
us his layout.  Tom remains interested in anything that runs on railroad 
tracks.  He started with a Lionel train and progressed with train kits, 
scratchbuilding and kit bashing. His current layout is a 12-foot by 20-foot 
HO-scale of a fictional NYC secondary line and the Lake Shore Electric 
interurban line. Tom’s complete bio was in the last issue and we are very 
pleased to feature his layout in this edition.  Our readers have really 
enjoyed his past kitbashing articles on NYC steam locos. 

Robert Daley is a professional artist.  He studied at the University of 
Pittsburgh earning his B.A. in Studio Arts in 1972.  After several years of 
free-lance portrait work, he opened his own Studio-Gallery in 1979.  Since 
then he has done hundreds of paintings in both oils and pastels.  He is 
known primarily for his work as a portrait artist. 
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Bob Daley (Continued) 

Carl Lehman    “Database for Rolling Stock and Locos” 

Some of the people Robert has painted include Senator Howard Baker; Rev. Dr. Bruce W. 
Thielemann of the First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, PA; Donald Cardinal Wuerl of the 
Diocese of Washington D.C.; John Cardinal Dearden and John Cardinal Wright of the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh; and many others. 

Recently he was commissioned by Donald Cardinal Wuerl to paint Pope John Paul II, Pope 
Benedict XVI and Pope Francis for the Archdiocese of Washington D.C. 

He has served on the Boards of the Pittsburgh Society of Artists and the South Hills Art 
League and has received awards in shows held by both organizations.   

In February 1996 Robert did portraits of three Pittsburgh firefighters, Thomas Brooks, 
Patricia Conroy and Marc Kolenda killed together in the line of duty.  The portraits hang in 
the City-County Building in Pittsburgh. 

In addition, Robert taught painting for Community College of Allegheny County in 
Pittsburgh for many years and now has his own class in the South Hills of Pittsburgh. 

In May of 2009 Robert celebrated his 30th year in business as an artist and gallery owner 
with hundreds of satisfied customers. 

This is Bob’s first article for the NYCentral Modeler. 

 

New York Central Extra Board  
 

This is Carl’s first article for the NYCentral Modeler, and he has had 
to wait for a few months to have his article published.  In that time 
Carl has worked very hard to persuade his good friend, Gary 
Stuebben, to photograph his model locos. You will see the results in 
his article.  Carl has been modeling since he was 12 and is a member 
of the San Antonio Model Railroad Association (SAMRA) and the 

Alamo	  Muzzle	  Loading	  Gun	  Club.	  He	  has	  been	  married	  to	  his	  wife,	  Nan,	  for	  45	  years	  and	  they	  
have	  two	  adult	  sons	  (Carl	  A.	  &	  Scott	  R.)	  and	  two	  grandsons.	  	  He	  has	  lived	  in	  San	  Antonio	  for	  25	  
years	  since	  he	  retired	  from	  the	  U.	  S.	  Air	  Force	  after	  26	  years	  on	  active	  duty.	  

In	  the	  Air	  Force,	  he	  was	  stationed	  in	  Georgia,	  Florida,	  South	  Carolina,	  North	  Dakota,	  Texas,	  
Thailand,	  Japan,	  and	  Germany.	  	  His	  other	  hobbies	  include	  photography,	  target	  shooting,	  and	  
woodworking.	  	  He	  is	  also	  a	  coin	  collector	  and	  a	  collector	  of	  railroad-‐oriented	  books.	  

Carl’s	  article	  contains	  a	  sampling	  of	  his	  loco	  collection.	  In	  the	  next	  issue	  we	  will	  see	  some	  of	  his	  
unique	  rolling	  stock	  collection.	  	  
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Jim Gviolante   “IHC Passenger Car Modification”   

As with many model train enthusiasts, Jim grew up with Lionel and American Flyer 
trains. His grandfather worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad on the line from Bay Head 
Junction in south NJ up to South Amboy where steam was replaced by the GG1.  During the 
summer, he stayed with his grandparents and took daily cab rides from Bay Head up to 
South Amboy. He also rode in a GG1 for the trip through Newark and into Pennsylvania 
Station in NYC.   

He dreamed of being an engineer, but wound up as an army paratrooper machine gunner 
spending two years in Viet Nam, '67-'69.  After his discharge, he attended Teterboro School 
of Aeronautics for his degree, then re-entered the army as an instructor. After gaining 
degrees, he transferred to the Air Force as an engineer on the C5A/B aircraft.  He went back 
to the army for three years and then back into the Air Force to fly the C141A/B aircraft, 
retiring after twenty-five years. 
 
His other passion is music.  He started playing guitar at nine, as all his relatives were 
musicians.  After the Air Force, he went back to college for a degree in physics and 
psychology hoping to teach.  He played with a band during college work for the five years. 
He is retired and lives in Parkertown. Although his passion is the PRR, NYC, and the Erie 
Lackawanna, his goal is to have every name passenger train run on his layout.  This is his 
first article for the NYCentral Modeler. 
 

 

A Feature for NYCS Modelers  - “From the NYC Engineering Department” 

 

Check out page 41 for the history and drawings of these NYCS outhouses.

New York Central Extra Board  
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What’s New for NYCS Modeling?          
 

Modeling News Updates 

This month I am using this section to add 
some updates to the NYCS models and info 
that I had missed as I prepared the 
following pages for publication. (Last 
minute updates) 
	  
Railroad Model Craftsman April 
2013 page 88 
“The Art of Lithography: Later Years- Part 
II” by Keith Wills 
This article covers the early years of model 
trains and has two references to the NYCS. 
There is a photo of an Ives five-inch boxcar 
with NYC&HR lettering and a photo of a 
line of rolling stock from Dorfan with a 
NYC boxcar and a CCC&StL gondola.  
These were made in 1927 - 1929. An 
interesting article with good photos. 
 
Classic Trains Website May 2013 
“Great Limiteds Online” series 
www.ClassicTrainsMag.com 
Each month this site features photos, 
articles, and videos of passenger trains for 
selected railroads.  The month of May 
features many of these for the NYCS. This is 
a wonderful feature for subscribers only. 
 

 

                             

The NYCSHS is offering a DVD with the 
entire collection of the NYCSHS Central 
Headlights from 1970 through 2011.   

The DVD contains an index with the ability 
to search through the entire collection to 
find any item of interest or article and open 
it directly. It is a valuable research tool. 

Each page of every issue is in a printable 
PDF format allowing you to print out those 
pages or issues that you need.  You can also 
simply read/view each page on your 
computer screen. 

Look for more information on our website 
about this wonderful resource for your 
research or reading pleasure. Price includes 
shipping and handling for domestic buyers.  
Non-US buyers will be charged actual 
shipping costs. Ohio residents add 7.75% 
sales tax. 

Send your orders to the address above or go 
to www.NYCSHS.org for more information.  
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Art from one of the many NYCS posters. This 
one showing the four track main along the 

Hudson River. . (NYCSHS Collection) 
 

O-Scale  

Rolling Stock 

MTH: Premier New York Central  

Reefer - New York Central  

 

No. 1018, 1020          Product Number: 20-94247  

MSRP $ 59.95            Shipping Date: July 2013  

Features  

· Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body  
·  Metal Wheels and Axles  
·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  

 
·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  
·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  
·  Opening Doors  
·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  
·  Needle-Point Axles  
·  1:48 Scale Dimensions  
·  Unit Measures:11 5/8” x 2 3/4” x 3 9/16”  
·  Operates On O-42 Curves  
http://www.mthtrains.com/ 

Rich Yoder Models 

USRA 70-Ton Triple 
Hopper Rebuilt Cars 
NYC, PMcK&Y, P&LE 

 

 

 

Models available are offered in both O and p48 
two-rail. All models equipped with RY Models 70-
ton Keystone trucks built by A.S.F. Cars rebuilt 
with saw tooth center pockets during the late 30’s 
& 40’s.  Red oxide paint with white lettering. 

MSRP $326.00 

http://www.richyodermodels.com 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?    
By Noel Widdifield 
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O-Scale  

Locomotives  

Williams by Bachmann (3-Rail) 

NYC GP-30 

 

GP30 features include: 
• directional LED lighting 
• separately applied grabirons, drop-down steps,      
and windshield wipers 
• wire-formed handrails 
• 6-amp reverse board with directional lock-out  
• prototypically correct details for dynamic and 
non-dynamic brake models  
• dual motors with flywheel coasting action 
traction tires 
• True Blast Plus™ 16-bit polyphonic sound 
including prime mover, horn, and bell  

Price: $379.95   Product Code 229-1 

http://shop.bachmanntrains.com/ 

MTH Premier Line   
NYC  0-6-0 USRA Steam Engine w/Proto-
Sound 3.0 (Hi-Rail Wheels)  
 

 

Product Number: 20-3452-1  

MSRP.$ 649.95  

 

 

Features  

•  Die-Cast Boiler and Tender Body 
•  1:48 Scale Proportions 
•  Die-Cast Metal Chassis 
•  Authentic Paint Scheme 
•  Metal Wheels and Axles 
•  Constant Voltage Headlight 
•  Die-Cast Truck Sides 
•  Engineer and Fireman Figures 
•  Operating Firebox Glow 
•  Real Coal Load 
•  Metal Handrails and Decorative Bell 
•  Decorative Metal Whistle 
•  Lighted Cab Interior 
•  Operating Tender Back-up Light 
•  Precision Flywheel Equipped Motor 
•  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH Increments 
•  Synchronized Puffing ProtoSmoker System 
•  (2) Remote Controlled Proto-Couplers 
•  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion Capable 
•  Wireless Drawbar  
•  Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command  
•  Unit Measures:17 1/8" x 2 3/8" x 3 5/8"  
 
http://www.mthtrains.com/ 
 

Sunset Models Inc. 

 

 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
By Noel Widdifield 
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NYC T-3a Electric Production Sample 
Pictures:  

Two versions of the T-3a Electric are being 
produced. Black, 1950s version and Lightning 
Stripe. These models have two can motors and 4 of 
the 8 axles are powered. Complete with ERR 
Cruise, TMCC, 2 Remote Couplers, Directional 
Lighting, these T-3a electrics will be very soon. 

They got only 1/2 the orders they expected. So 
they adjusted the price accordingly. This model 
will now be made in brass with a very smooth 
drive system. The new price is $799.95 

HO-Scale 
Rolling Stock 
Intermountain Railway Company 
USRA Gondola 

 

 

USRA Gondola  MSRP $31.95  Expected Release 
July 2013 

10’ Inside Height Post War Boxcar 

 

MSRP $31.95  Expected Release August 2013 

 
1937 AAR Boxcar with Double Doors 

 
MSRP $34.95   Expected Release Dec 2013  
http://www.ircmodelersclub.com/hoscale.htm 
Broadway Limited HO 
3-Bay Hopper NYC 6-Pack (Black) 

 

MSRP $159.99  Expected Delivery Summer 2013 

 Features 

  

• Plastic (ABS) body with ABS chassis 
• Metal wheels and axles  
• Detailed Underbody 
• Detailed Interior  
• Many separate applied details including grab irons,  
        ladders, etc. 
• Operating Magnetic knuckle couplers  
• Unit measures approximately 5.75 inches 
• Will operate on Code 70, 83 and 100 rail  
• Recommended minimum radius: 18 inches 

NYC Steel Boxcar

 

Offered with corrugated or Dreadnaught ends with pre-
1955 Roman or post-1955 extended Gothic lettering.  
Available in single or four-pack.   

MSRP $29.99/4-pack $99.99   Delivery June 2013 

    

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
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Product Information 

• Beautifully detailed, accurate steel side 
box cars 

• Authentic design, paint, and color 
schemes 

• Many separately applied details including 
hand grabs, brake components, and other 
piping 

• Detailed underbody and AB brake system  
• Body composition: ABS plastic 
• Chassis composition: die cast metal  
• Wheel composition: die cast metal 
• Couplers: (2) operating knuckle couplers 
• Recommended minimum radius: 18 

inches 

http://www.broadway-
limited.com/schedule.aspx 

Accurail  
NYC Limited Run NYC 3-car boxcar set 

 
40’ Steel Box Car Kits 1950’s All New Road 
Numbers 
35051 Sliding Door Boxcar, 36031 Double Door 
Boxcar, 34391 PS-1 Boxcar 
Available as Singles as well. 
MSRP: $44.98  Release Date: Spring 2013 
http://www.accurail.com 

 

 

HO-Scale  

Locomotives  
Broadway Limited Paragon 
NYC Niagara 4-8-4   

 
Road numbers: 6003, 6008, 6011, 6015, 6019, 6021, 
unlettered 

MSRP $399.99  Expected delivery August 2013 

 

Features: 

• ALL-NEW Paragon2 Sound & Control 
System  

• Synchronized PUFFING SMOKE with 
Chuff Sound 

• Variable Puffing Smoke Intensity and 
timing 

• Integral DCC Decoder with Back EMF for 
Industry Best Slow Speed Operation in DC 
and DCC  

• Precision Drive Mechanism engineered for 
continuous heavy load towing and smooth 
slow speed operation  

• 5-Pole Can Motor with Skew Wound 
Armature  

• Premium Caliber Painting with Authentic 
Paint Schemes  

• Prototypical Light Operation with Golden 
White LED Headlight, Rear Light 

• Factory Installed Engineer and Fireman 
Figures  

• Near-Brass Caliber Detail at a Plastic Price 

Product Information 

• ABS Body with Heavy Die Cast Chassis 
• Metal Kadee-compatible Couplers 
• Separately applied handrails 
• Separately applied ladders 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
By Noel Widdifield 
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• Operating Cab Roof Vents 
• Minimum Radius 22 “ 

Paragon2 NYC Niagara 4-8-4 

	  
All info the same as above model and sound 
features for both locomotives: 

• Operates in DC & DCC (use DCMaster for 
DC Sound)  

• Record & Play Operation - Records and 
plays back sounds and movements once or 
repeatedly for automatic operation  

• 16-bit Sample Rate for exceptional high 
frequency sound clarity  

• Playback Whistle for multiple whistle 
lengths and patterns  

• Choice of 3 selectable Horns 
• Alternate Whistle / Horn where applicable 

for locomotive with air horn and steam 
whistle - both the main whistle and 
alternate can be easily played  

• Adjustable bell ringing interval for faster 
or slower bell  

• Numerous user-mappable functions with 
available keys  

• Johnson Bar Sound at Direction Change 
• Passenger Station Ambient Sounds - 

Controlled with Function Key  
• Freight Yard Ambient Sounds - 

Controlled with Function Key  

• Lumber Yard Ambient Sounds - 
Controlled with Function Key  

• Farm Ambient Sounds - Controlled with 
Function Key  

• Crew Radio Communications - Controlled 
with Function Key  

• Maintenance Yard Ambient Sounds - 
Controlled with Function Key  

• Demo Mode for display and 
demonstrations  

• Grade Crossing Automatic Signal  
• Simple Programming with Integral DCC 

Decoder  
• Automatic Forward / Reverse Signal - 

When activated, stopping triggers and stop 
whistle toot.  When moving forward from 
a stopped position, toots twice.  When 
moving in reverse, toots three times.  

• Chuff sound intensity varies with load  
• Individually adjustable sound volumes 

for each effect  
• EZ Reset Button for quick return to factory 

default settings  

MSRP: $399.99     Item Number: BLI-2560    
Expected Delivery: August 2013 

http://www.broadway-
limited.com/products.aspx 

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc 
NYC U28/30B 

Prototype Photo 

New	  York	  Central	  #2844	  (black,	  white)	  
Walthers Part # 920-41660 
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Limited Edition - One Time Run of These 
Roadnumbers  #2844 & 2851  Sound & DCC #2852 
& 2854 Standard DC 
Features 
14:1 Helical Gears for Smooth, Quiet Performance  
Five-Pole Skew-Wound High-Torque High-
Efficiency Can Motor  
Low Speed Under 3 Scale MPH  
LED Constant & Directional Headlights  
Easy Multiple Unit Operation  
Metal Grab Irons & Lift Rings  
Available With or Without Factory-Installed 
Tsunami Sound & DCC  
Proto MAX Metal Knuckle Couplers 

http://www.walthers.com/ 

MSRP $299.98,   Expected: Aug 2013 (Limited Run) 
Must be pre-ordered 

MTH   

NYC F-3A (non-Powered) 

 

Features  

·  Intricately Detailed ABS Body  
·  Detailed Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank  
·  Die-Cast Metal Chassis  
·  (2) Cab Figures  
·  Directionally Controlled Headlights  
·  RP-25 Metal Wheels Mounted On Metal Axles  
·  (2) Kadee Compatible Magnetic Couplers  
·  Operates On Code 70, 83, & 100 Rail Curves  
·  Unit Measures:7” x 1 7/16” x 2 3/8”  
·  Operates On 18" Radius Curves 
http://www.mthtrains.com/ 
MSRP: $55.95 Shipping Date: Summer 2013 

 

HO-Scale  

Rolling Stock 

Intermountain Railway Company 
 
Merchants Dispatch Transportation MDT 
Reefer 

 

Numbers: 13025, 13188, 13073, 13217    

MSRP $21.95  Expected Delivery July 2013 

NYC    70-Ton Bulkhead Flat 

 

#’s 481403, 481422, 481408, 481430, 481416, 481445  
MSRP $22.95  Expected Deliver Spring 2013 

Centralia Shops P&LE Former UP CA-3 
Caboose 

 

Painted and lettered with Micro-Scale trucks and 
couplers. 

Car #’s 530, 533  

 MSPR $29.95  Expected delivery Summer 2013 

What’s	  New	  For	  NYCS	  Modeling?	   	  
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Centralia Shops  
Pullman (NYC) 2-1-1 Buffet Lounge 20th Century 
Limited or 2-1-1 Buffet Lounge NYC Post War 

 

 

This model is decorated with the NYC 20th 
Century Limited two-tone gray scheme, with the 
narrow striping in the window band, and black 
roof. The laser sharp striping is silver. The new car 
is tooled with interior details and lights. The car is 
equipped with Micro-Trains® trucks and couplers. 

Wabash River, Maumee River   
MSRP $49.95  Expected delivery Spring 2013 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com 

Rapido Trains, Inc. Super Continental 
Line 

 

NYC Coach 
#’s 2646, 2648, 2650, 2653, 2658, 2661, 2665, 2669 
Features 

• Revised tooling for more rigid assembly  
• Accurate dimensions  
• Fully decorated and assembled with 

factory-installed grab irons  
• Full underbody with all air, steam and 

electrical lines  
• Window blinds at different heights for 

each car 
• End detail with gates and steam pipes  

• Operating diaphragms with etched-metal 
end gates 

• Magnetic metal knuckle couplers at the 
correct height  

• Free-rolling trucks (41-BNO-11 or 41-N-11 
as appropriate) with metal wheelsets  

• Full multi-color interior detail  
• “Easy-Peasy” battery-operated interior 

lighting  
• 22” Minimum radius (18" in a pinch...) 

MSRP $84.95    Available Fall 2013 
http://www.rapidotrains.com/ 
 

 
N-Scale  
Locomotives 
Intermountain Railway Company 
NYC F-7A Cigar Band 

 

#’s 1785, 1814, 1797, 1821   
 
Completely assembled with wire grabs, etched 
metal details & Micro Trains couplers. DCC 
MSRP $119.95   
Expected Delivery Summer 2013 
 
NYC F-7

B  Cigar Band  #’s  3446, 3465, 3472    
 
Completely assembled with wire grabs, etched 
metal details & Micro Trains couplers. DCC 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 
 
MSRP $114.95  Expected Delivery Summer 2013 
 

What’s	  New	  For	  NYCS	  Modeling?	   	  
(Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2013 16	  

Broadway Limited 

NYC E-8A #4045 & 4046 Cigar Band 

 

Features: 

 • All new Paragon2 sound and control system 

 
• Integral DC/DCC dual mode decoder for 

ease of operation 

 
• Industry best slow-speed operation in DC 

and DCC 

 
• Prototypical light operation with headlight 

and cab light 

 
• Authentic EMD E6 sounds! Controllable in 

DC and DCC. 

 
• All-wheel drive and all-wheel electrical pick-

up 

 • Operating knuckle couplers 

 
• ABS plastic body with heavy die cast chassis 

for maximum tractive effort 
 • Precision gearing 

 • 5-pole can motor with skew wound 
armature and dual fly wheels 

 • Locomotive Length (coupler to coupler):  5.5 
inches 

 • Locomotive Weight: 4 oz. 

 • Many separately applied details such as 
handrails, ladders, whistle 

 • Will Operate on Codes 80, 70, 60, and 55 rail 

 
• Recommended Minimum Radius: 9.75 

inches 
 

MSRP: $199.99   Item Number: BLI-3063     
Expected Delivery: Summer 2013 
 
http://www.broadway-limited.com/index.aspx 
 

N-Scale Rolling Stock 

Atlas NYC 40’ PS-1 Boxcar 

 

Features:  

• Body Mounted Accumate Couplers 
• Barber S-2A 50-ton Trucks with Metal 

Wheels -Separately Applied Ladders 
• Etched Metal Roof Walk 
• 12 Stiffener Roof 
• Ajax and Miner Brake Wheels 
• This run features 8’, 6 panel Superior, 8’ 

Pullman and 8’ Youngstown Doors. 
• Undecorated items will come with all three 

doors: 8’, 6 panel Superior, 8’ Pullman and 
8’ Youngstown Doors and both brake 
wheels: Ajax and Miner. 

• Car #’s 175008, 175024 

AccuMate® couplers are made under license from 
AccuRail, Inc. 

MSRP $26.95  Estimated Delivery 4th Qtr 2013 

http://www.atlasrr.com/ 

Micro-Trains 

NYC 60’ Double Plug Door Boxcar 

 

This 60’ box car with double plug doors is painted green 
with oval black, white and red “New York Central 
System” logo and white lettering. It was built in May 
1964 as part of 36-car lot 938B (53179-53215) and 

What’s	  New	  For	  NYCS	  Modeling?	   	  
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assigned to carry six-cylinder engines on 48 racks. 
Equipped with Keystone cushioning, this boxcar runs on 
100-ton Barber Roller Bearing trucks. 

#122 00 040  MSRP $25.30 

http://www.micro-trains.com/ 

Z-Scale   

Z-Scale Locomotives 

Micro-Trains Line F7 A & F7 B 

 

 

Item #’s 980-01-030 & 980-02-030   
MSRP: A Unit $109.95, B Unit $99.95 
Available Now 
http://www.micro-trains.com/ 

Rolling Stock 

American Z Line   
NYC Heavyweight Baggage Car and 
Coaches

 
 

• 71607-1 NYC Heavyweight Baggage 8725 
Clerestory 5 windows | 7 Windows | 
MSRP $53.00 

• 71607-2 NYC Heavyweight Baggage 8726 
Clerestory 5 windows | 7 Windows | 
MSRP $53.00 

• 71607-3 NYC Heavyweight Baggage 9065 
Clerestory 5 windows | 7 Windows |  

MSRP $53.00         2013 Release 

American Z Line NYC Passenger Cars 

 

AZL # Car Description 
| Name 

Car Name 
| Number 

Color 

71007-1 12-1 Pullman Sleeper East Syracuse NYC TwNYC 2 Tone  
Grey 

71007-1 12-1 Pullman Sleeper East Toledo NYC 2Tone  
Grey 

71107-1 10-1-2 Pullman 
Sleeper Lake Russell NYC 2 Tone  

Grey 

71107-2 10-1-2 Pullman 
Sleeper Lake Scott NYC 2 Tone  

Grey 

71407-1 28-1 Parlor 2825 NYC 2 Tone  
Grey 

71407-2            28-1 Parlor                    2818                NYC Grey    

71507-1            36 Seat Diner               654                   NYC Grey 

71507-2             36 Seat Diner              659                   NYC Grey                    
Spring Release   No Price Quoted 
http://www.americanzline.com/ 
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Large Scale  
Locomotives 
American Mainline (AML) 1/29 NYC 
Dreyfuss Hudson 

 

Specifications Electric 

Scale / Gauge - 1/29/45mm 
Construction - Brass & Stainless Steel 
Mini. Radius - 4 feet 
Length  40.28 inches  1023 mm 
Width  4.28 inches  108.7mm 
Height 6.39 inches  162.4 mm 

Features 

0~24V DC Pittman motor 
Constant lighting 
Operating couplers 
Sound ready  

Specifications Live Steam 

Two flues 
Two safety valves 
Drain valve 
Pressure gauge 
Water level glass 
Lubricator 
Axle pump 
Tender water pump 
R/C Ready 
NYC 4-6-4 Dreyfuss Hudson Electric  #5445 w/o 
Sound  $3,495 w/ Phoenix Sound $3,895 
NYC 4-6-4 Dreyfuss Hudson Live Steam  #5445 
w/o Sound  $3,895  
 
http://www.accucraft.com 

Rolling Stock 
Piko Limited Production Hoppers in 
NYC Cincinnati Northern 

 

G-Scale Junction is offering 125 units for the 2013 
Garden Railway Convention in Cincinnati, OH 

Special Early Bird Price $44.95 each or two for 
$88.00 if ordered by May 16, 2013, but some may 
still be available from dealers. 

Two road numbers.  Available at the Convention 
Jun 3, 2013.  May now be ordered at 
http://www.gscalejunction.com/ 

 

Books and Magazine Articles 

Trains April 2013 Page 56-57 

“Minding The Post”   

There is a photo of the New York Central’s 
Empire State Express Railway Post Office 
car with a clerk snagging a mailbag from a 
trackside crane as the train rolls by. 

NMRA Magazine May 2013 Page 62 

“History in a Click” 

There is a photo of Boston & Albany 4-6-
6T #307 as an example of a modern 
locomotive for its day.  It has cast Baker 
valve gear and Automatic Train Stop 
equipment on the center axle of the 
unusual tank truck.  The magazine has an 
unusual photo each month to advertise the 
“NMRA Online Archives.”  The NYCS 
made it this month. 
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Model Railroader May 2013 Page 73 
“Trackside Photos”  

John Diamond of Sydney, Australia has a 
photo of NYCS Mikado #1896 entering 
South Junction Yard on his freelanced HO-
scale Tupper Lake & South Junction RR. 

Model Railroader May 2013 Page 74 

“Trackside Photos” 

Paul Boehlert has a photo taken of his 
layout by Peter Youngblood of his Atlas 
HH600, NYC #809 rounding the curve of 
this HO –scale Moose Lake Branch 
portable tabletop layout. 

Classic Trains Summer 2013 Page 9 

“Look where the bell is” 

Photo of a NYC 4-8-4 Niagara with a 
caption talking about the road’s tight 
clearances necessitating the placement of 
the bell and steam dome. 

Same Issue Page 67 “Seeking Sunshine, 
Somewhere, Anywhere” in paragraph 
headed: “Hoosier Coal Line”.  A 
discussion of the NYCS and a photo of a 
couple of NYCS hoppers. 

Classic Trains – Trains of the 1950s. 
Cover 
Jim Shaughnessy photo of a NYC FA 1118 
with a 2-8-0 from another unnamed 
railroad in September 1956. 

Same Issue Pages 14 -21 “C-Line versus 
Big Four” 

An article about when Fairbanks-Morse 
demonstrated their unique 2400 
horsepower C-Liner on the Big Four. 

Same Issue Page 43 
“Joliet Union Station” 
A photo of a Lima built road switcher built 
during 1949 – 1951.  Lightning Stripes on 
one of the 16 dual-service jobs the NYC 
bought of these. 
 
Same Issue Page 55 
“Midwestern Swing” 
Photo of NYC J-3a Hudson 5414 leaving 
out of Chicago’s La Salle Street Station. 

New NYCSHS Items for Sale 

75th Anniversary of the First Run of the 
1938 20th Century Limited T-Shirt 

 

            Front                             Back 

The New York Central System Historical 
Society is proud to introduce this high-
quality T-shirt from Daylight Sales.  This 
shirt is only being offered through the 
NYCSHS and went on sale at the 2013 
NYCSHS Convention week. 

The shirt commemorates the first run of 
the 1938 20th Century Limited.  The 20th 
Century Limited was the New York 
Central’s top passenger train and ran 
between New York City and Chicago from 
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1902 to 1967.  The shirt is 100% cotton and 
USA made. Only sizes, XL, XXL left. 

Now to remember that historic event, the 
NYCSHS introduced the first in a line of 
clothing items and will help bring back 
that historic event.  These shirts will only 
be offered by the Society and are available 
with special pricing for members.  
Member’s pricing is $20.00 plus 7.75% 
Ohio state sales tax for Ohio residents.  
Non-members $24.00 plus 7.75% Ohio 
sales tax for Ohio residents.  Place your 
order at: NYCSHS@comcast.net 

  

Wooden NYCS and NYCSHS Plaques  

 

These plaques were first offered at the 
NYCSHS 2013 Convention.  They include 
at present the following: NYC Oval 
engraved in Cherry Wood - $30; NYC Oval 
in Black Walnut with Hard Maple lettering 
- $45; and NYCSHS Logo in Black Walnut 
with Hard Maple lettering - $37.  To order 
send email to NYCSHS@comcast.net.  
Checks or money orders only at this time. 

Sights and Sounds of the NYCSHS 
2013 Convention DVD 

 

Special Price of $29.95 with $5.00 on each 
sale going to the NYCSHS.  Price 
includes shipping.  Ohio residents 
should add 7.75% for Ohio sales tax.  To 
order go to our NYCSHS “Store of the 
Future” at:  www.NYCSHS.net 

This is a pre order and the number of 
orders received by July 1, 2013 will 
determine if this production is 
produced.  In the event that we don't 
receive enough orders, all checks and 
money orders will be promptly returned. 

NYCS Valuation Maps 

 

Go to the NYCSHS “Store of the Future” to 
order this DVD. 

1917 NYCS Valuation Maps DVD List 
Price $50.00, NYCSHS Members’ Price 
$40.00 shipping included.  Ohio residents 
should add 7.75% for Ohio sales tax. 

   www.NYCSHS.net 
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NYCSHS Pacemaker Boxcars 

 

Almost Sold Out - Will never be 
offered again! 

MSRP: $24.95 NYCSHS Price: $22.95 each 
or both for $42.00 plus domestic shipping 
$5.00 on first car & $2.50 each additional 
car. Non-US buyers contact us for 
shipping costs. Members who check in to 
the online store are eligible for this 
discount on the car. Ohio residents add 
Ohio 7.75% sales tax on the car(s). Visit our 
website for details and snatch a couple for 
your collection. We are producing a very 
limited number of these cars. To preorder 
go to the “Store of the Future”: nycshs.net 
or contact us by email at 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

 

NYC 19000 Caboose Model 

 

 

 

Pre-orders have closed.  You may ask to be 
put on a waiting list for the cabooses. Let 
us know the number and type you are 
purchasing in the following lettering 
schemes. Include your name and contact 
info. Email: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

The price is SRP $44.95 and $35.99 for 
NYCSHS members per caboose. Shipping 
is $7.50 for each caboose. Ohio residents 
should add 7.75% for Ohio sales tax. Don't 
send any money now. You will be notified 
when the cabooses are ready for shipment. 

Above the Hickory Creek DVD 

 

The price for the Above the Hickory Creek 
DVD $29.95, shipping included.  The 
NYCSHS receives $5.00 with each sale. 
Ohio residents add 7.75% for Ohio sales 
tax.  To order, go to our NYCSHS “Store 
of the Future”  www.NYCSHS.net 
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Last Minute Additions 

Broadway Limited – HO 

NYC 20th Century Limited J-3a Dreyfuss 
Hudson 

 

BLI-1146 Features (Sound-equipped version): 
    

• ALL-NEW Paragon2 Sound & Control 
System  

• Synchronized PUFFING SMOKE with 
Chuff Sound 

• Variable Puffing Smoke Intensity and 
timing 

• Integral DCC Decoder with Back EMF for 
Industry Best Slow Speed Operation in 
DC and DCC  

• Precision Drive Mechanism engineered 
for continuous heavy load towing and 
smooth slow speed operation  

• 5-Pole Can Motor with Skew Wound 
Armature  

• Premium Caliber Painting with 
Authentic Paint Schemes  

• Prototypical Light Operation with 
Golden White LED Headlight, Rear Light 

• Brass Caliber Detail at a Plastic Price 

MSRP $499.99  Order from dealer. 

   

 

 

EMD E-8A NYC #4045 Cigar Band 

 

 BLI-2358 Features (Sound-equipped version) 

 All new Paragon2 sound and control system 

 Integral DC/DCC dual mode decoder for ease 
of operation on any layout 

 Industry best slow speed operation in DC and 
DCC 

 
Prototypical light operation with headlight, cab 
light, rear light and Mars light (where 
applicable) 

 Authentic EMD E-Unit sounds - Controllable in 
DC and DCC 

 All-wheel drive and all-wheel electrical pick-up 
 2 Operating knuckle couplers 
 Factory installed engineer and fireman figures 

 Near brass-caliber detail at a plastic price 
 

MSRP $269.99  Order from dealer. 

http://www.broadway-limited.com 

If you have knowledge of any new NYCS 
products coming out in the Oct – Dec 
2013 timeframe, send us and email and 
let us know about them. 

We try to cover all products but there are 
a lot of them out there.  We do miss some, 
so help us out by telling us about any 
you know about. 
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Hey Alan (Bell), 
I greatly enjoyed your splendid article in the 
2nd Quarter Issue of the NYCentral Modeler. 
Your HO-scale model layout of the NYCS at 
Albany, New York, certainly has come a long 
way from the time you and I sat in my 
basement looking at slides, photos, articles, 
and diagrams of the NYCS Transportation 
Plant at Albany. 
      
I fondly look back on that evening and all of 
the other times that we managed to couple up 
in pursuit of NYCS History. I am looking 
forward to seeing you again during the 2013 
NYCSHS Convention at the Poughkeepsie 
Grand Hotel. 
    
Dick Barrett - An Old Friend-NYCSHS 
Director 
 
Will you ever be doing something like the 
boxcar in 0- or N-scale or are you planning 
to issue only HO?  This is a great feature.   
 
Dick Craig 
 
Sent from my iPhone: 
We will be doing models in other scales but 
wanted to start in HO because it is the most 
popular.  What scale do you model in? 
Thanks, Noel 
 
I'm and 0-scale modeler but no longer 
have a layout.  I would like to have an 0-
scale box car and feel that the signage on 
them would be easily read and I could 
display it with some of my other pieces. 
Others might like that larger scale for a 
similar reason.   
 
Dick, 
We will be surveying the Membership later 
this fall to determine how many members we 
have modeling in each scale.  Once we have an 
idea of how many potential buyers we might 
have in each scale, we can determine if we 
should offer models in scales other than HO. 

Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 Have you considered a horizontal page 
format (landscape in printer parlance) for 
the magazine? I feel it would display 
better on computer screens if it were in 
that orientation. That way one could fit a 
whole page on the screen. I know you can 
"fit" the page vertically, but then the text 
and images are very small. I dislike 
scrolling the page down as I read the left 
column, only have to return back up to 
continue reading in the right column. A 
horizontally formatted magazine might 
make the experience more appealing for a 
lot of readers. 
Tom Fedor 
 
Tom 
You are not the first to suggest this potential 
change in format.  For now we plan to leave 
the format unchanged.  Who knows what the 
future may hold. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
Another outstanding issue.  The society 
(and model railroads) are very blessed and 
fortunate for your dedication in putting 
the issues together.  I look forward to each 
issue. 
As a side request.  Would you send me the 
mystery photo on page 9.  I am interested 
in the signal bridge for my Convention 
presentation. 
 Alan Bell 
 
Alan, 
 Thanks for the kind words about the 
publication.  We love what we are doing. I 
will email the photo to you. 
 
Thanks, Noel 
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Noel,  
There aren't many of us who are experts. 
And those that volunteer  deserve MUCH 
patience from us who just watch. I, too, 
want to compliment  you on the superb 
results of the NYCentral Modeler! I must 
have stumbled on  dumb luck, for I was 
able to get the Volume 2 downloaded, and 
was surprised!  
Al Olsen 
 
Mystery Photo in 2nd Qtr 2013 Edition 
 
This photo is taken in Bellefontaine, OH. 
You can compare this view from Donald 
Krofta's NYC videos (DVD's) 1 and 2, 
filmed in the mid-fifties. 
The tower is named BN and called High 
Tower. Behind the diesel is NYC Freight 
house and far right behind steamer Millers 
Ambulance factory.  
Sincerely yours, 
Hannu Luukannel - Helsinki, Finland,EU 
 
Hi Noel, 
Sure looks like Bellefontaine to me.   If I 
have my perspective correct and blow up 
the picture enough to see sufficient detail, 
I think it's a Lima switch engine helping an 
eastbound freight up the grade to make it 
to East Yard.   BS (HI) tower in the 
background is the giveaway of course.     
  
Actually it is unfair because I'm kind of 
cheating:  I'm giving a presentation at 
Greensburg , PA, (RPM East) meet this 
weekend and Bellefontaine is the subject 
of the 60 slide show.   Larry Baggerly has 
been a tremendous help supplying me 
with info Bellefontaine operations. 
  
BTW, if time permits at the Poughkeepsie 
meeting, I'll talk to you about helping with 
the archive committee.  I just retired 

(March 1) and now have some time to 
devote to the Society.   Chances are this 
would be that possible avenue. 
Best, Art Biehler 
 
BN tower, Bellefontaine Ohio, looking 
south toward diamond, train is eastbound 
on Indianapolis Division. 
W. Douglas Miller 
 
I believe the photo that appears on page 77 
of the 2nd Qtr. 2013 issue of the NYC 
Modelers magazine was taken in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio.  The tower is 
distinctive in its height.  The picture may 
have been taken from the passenger 
platform, which no longer exists.  That 
towerstill stood the last time I visited 
Bellefontaine, about 10-12 years ago. 
Marvin L. Cadwell 
 
Looks like you all got the guess right, but 
there appears to be some disagreement among 
you about tower names.  We will continue to 
put these mystery photos in the publication. 
Thanks, Noel 
 
Hello,  
I just discovered your free publication by 
way of S-Trains Yahoo Group. I scanned 
through a few of the issues, lots of great 
stuff. My main area of interest is toy and 
scale trains in O-gauge and S-gauge with a 
developing taste for On30 trains. Found 
the magazine and website quite 
interesting. I also enjoy scratch building 
and kitbashing train cars. My favorite 
railroad is CSX but like most, any eastern 
roads as well. I have two O-gauge locos 
that are NYC, a Lionel starter set, and my 
favorite O-scale loco is a MARX 999. I 
am from the Columbus Ohio area and my 
father’s name happens to be Noel. 
Anyway, great magazine and website. 
Mr. Wiedner 
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Hello Noel, 
I found some errors on this edition of the 
Eng Dept.  I think the changes were made 
during proof editing. (These are mistakes 
made by the editor. Noel) 
 
In the articles, I always include the 
drawing title block data taken verbatim 
from the drawing pages; Title, Book, 
Dates, signatory parties... 
 
If you look on page 68, in my draft it 
showed "Aug 13, 98 / Jan. 1, 99"... but the 
proof editor probably changed it to "Aug 
13, 1998 / Jan. 1, 1999".  I understand why 
it was changed as in a publication like this, 
it is better to have the full four digit year 
date, but it was off by a century!!! 
 
Thanks,  
 
Arch. Manuel Duran-Duran, AIA, CSI 
Parial Construction & Keystone 
Restoration LLC & NYCS Engineering 
Department 
 
Noel, 
I must compliment the Society, the 
directors, and all of the volunteers for the 
excellent progress reported in the annual 
reports to the members. You certainly 
have made the Society accessible to the 
public and the modeling community. I am 
proud to be a member and it's great seeing 
our ads in the hobby press. I already have 
my Central Headlight DVD. As a NYC 
Modeler who has never witnessed or seen 
the NYC, pictures and information from 
books and information from the society 
are my only source of information to learn 
about the NYC.   Material being made 
available to manufactures will certainly 
allow for more prototypical NYC 
equipment for the modeler. President Rich 

Stoving’s mention of the 19000 series 
caboose model project certainly perked up 
my ears. I am using stand-ins now on my 
railroad and have become painfully aware 
of how lacking they are as I become a little 
more discerning. The online NYCentral 
Modeler is wonderful. That publication 
from the society has said more to the 
modeling community than anything I have 
seen in the past 15 or so years since I have 
been a member. I believe modelers and 
their needs are going to be a necessary 
source of membership growth to the 
society, and I am glad to see the directors 
positioning the society to be ready for this. 
The reference to the almost secret society 
in the past in the president's report was 
right on target.  The "Shop to the Future" is 
much needed and what a clever 
name.  Thank you fellows for all that you 
are doing.   
Don Florwick 
 
Don, 
 First, thank you from the Directors and 
members who have been working so hard over 
the past couple of years to make the NYCSHS 
a truly first class organization. 
We are dedicated to the preservation of the 
history of the NYCS and to provide our 
members with real value for their membership 
dollars. 
The modeling part of the organization is 
continuing to grow and we are seeking to 
provide the information and the models you 
modelers expect.  Check out the ads for the 
19000 series cabooses in this edition. 
Thanks, Noel 
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When Noel asked me to consider doing a 
story on my home layout, I was flattered 
but concerned.  My layout is built around 
two competing themes that are time 
inconsistent and worse, finding good 
camera angles is difficult, but why not…. 

 

This is a slightly compressed view of what 
you see coming into my basement. You are 
looking north. The village of Iddings is behind 
to the right, with the main town of Hickory  in 
the distant corner. 

 

This is the same as the scene above but from 
the other direction.  The bridges above are lost 
in the foliage and the town of Iddings is in the 
background.  All the town names are of old 
friends or just made up because they sounded 
close to the names of real communities. 

 

 

Iddings is one end of the layout and is served 
by both the railroad and the interurban.  The 
scenery needs to be finished.  The sidings going 
to the left are leads to a small 3-track yard.  
The station is an old Dyna Models kit built by 
my wife many years ago.  She entered it in a 
contest run by a long closed hobby shop in 
Schaumberg, IL.  I entered a kitbashed Mantua 
Pacific.  She took first place – structures.  My 
locomotive didn’t place. 

 

Hickory – This scene is the transition between 
commercial and residential in the largest 
town.  This is also the oldest part of the 
layout, built on a 2’ x 4’ foot module in our 
apartment bedroom in northwest Chicago -– 
the only place we had room for anything.  

 

Tom	  Bailey	  Models	  the	  NYCS	  His	  Way	  
By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  (All	  photos	  by	  Tom)	  
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The Hickory depot is the centerpiece here, only 
slightly modified from a commercial 
Menomonie Falls kit.  The interurban track 
goes under the mainline here.  To the left of the 
depot are a smallish five-track yard and three 
industrial sidings. 

The era issue is simple, and I usually 
simply ignore it, although some angles can 
be quite jarring if photographed.  The 
problem is that my interests are almost 
evenly divided between New York Central 
steam locomotives, especially as they 
appeared on the Michigan Central (US) 
district at the end of the steam era, and 
trolleys.  Well, maybe not quite the end of 
steam, but to the early 1950s, when the K-
class Pacifics and H-10 Mikados were 
being rapidly retired in favor of more 
modern former Eastern District Mohawks 
and early diesels.  But here’s another 
inconsistency. Until the very late 1940s, the 
MCUS rostered very few H-5s.   Too bad; I 
like H-5s and have models of them.  And 
L-3 and L-4 Mohawks were seldom seen 
until later than 1954.    I have models of 
these, too. 

 

 

Pemberly is a small flagstop between Hickory 
and Augustyn, the other terminal town, as 
seen down the main – and only – street, 
looking directly at the town depot. 

Unfortunately, the other part of my 
interests are interurban electric railways, 
specifically the Lake Shore Electric, which 
ran between Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio, 
until May, 1938 -- an error of more than a 
decade.  True, the NYC and the LSE ran 
roughly parallel, and in some places, side-
by-side, but that was the former LS&MS 
mainline, not the MCUS.  And preferred 
locomotives and operating practices were 
quite distinctive: the MCUS equipped 
most of their road freight locomotives with 
wooden pilots, especially their H-10 
Mikados, and many of the inherited L-2 
class Mohawks.  Some Eastern Mohawks 
had wooden pilots, but when they moved 
to the MC, at least according to my 
photographs, most had the more 
traditional footboards replaced with pilots.  

But the technical aspects of the differences 
are small compared to the overriding 
reason I selected the early 1950s as the era 
for the railroad:  I am (gasp) old enough to 
remember H-10-hauled freight trains and 
Hudson-powered passenger trains.  I try 
to model the trains as I think I remember 
them.  And this, of course confirms the  

Tom	  Bailey	  Models	  the	  NYCS	  His	  Way	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Tom.)	  
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choice: My model locomotives no longer 
have booster engines, for example, because 
the NYC started removing them to reduce 
maintenance during or shortly after the 
end of WW II.  All wear the latter gothic 
font lettering and numbering, and the 
earlier roman font looks strangely archaic 
to me. 

My layout, as it currently exists, is the last 
iteration of an effort that began about 1968.  
I had recently married and we, with a 
brand new son, were living in a tiny 
apartment.  There was no room for a 
mighty empire.   But there was room for a 
little 2 X 4 foot module – enough for a loop 
of trolley track and a village.  That little 
piece is still operational and is at the center 
of the town of Hickory.   

 

 

Augustyn is the least complete town on the 
layout, but has some potential.  The black 
smudge on the extreme left is the nose of an F-
7 – F-3 lashup heading out of town. 

Four moves and more years than I like to 
think about shaped what is there now.  
Every time we moved, I saved what I 
could and built new to use available space.   

 

 

 

 

NYC 1659 and 1612 at Augustyn heading back 
to Hickory with a freight.  Both locomotives 
use re-motored and re-wheeled Athearn 
mechanisms.  The carbody of 1659 is a slightly 
modified Athearn F-7.  The trailing unit 
carbody is modified from a Cox F-3. 

The main characteristic of the trolley 
tracks near the front of the tables emerged 
early – it was far easier to install and 
maintain the overhead wire when I could 
reach it.   

 

NYC H-5 1415 headed to Augustyn is 
completely rebuilt from an old John English 
Mikado, as detailed in my earlier NYCentral 
Modeler article.  It is one of my most favorite 
rebuilds.  While the removable sky-painted 
backdrop blocks some interesting detail in the 
background, it generally improves the scene. 

That made it easy to build and maintain, 
but made photo locations for the railroad  

Tom	  Bailey	  Models	  the	  NYCS	  His	  Way	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Tom.)	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2013 29	  

difficult.  In fact, in looking for photo 
opportunities to support this story, I 
discovered they are nearly non-existent.  
Now the layout is basically a sort of U-
shape in a room about 12’ x 24’. 

 

J-1 5345 approaching Iddings is a heavily 
modified Westside J-1d.  A different photo of 
this model appeared on the 4th Qtr. 2008 
Central Headlight. 

The layout construction is outstandingly 
typical for the times most of it was done.  
There are a few pieces of L-girder 
supported structure, but most is open grid.  
Homosote tabletops appear only under 
yards and the villages, but even here, only 
the railroad track is nominally level – 
everything else is slightly uphill or down.  
Dead level farmland always looks bad to 
me.  The form is the traditional dogbone, 
with loops at both ends.  In truth, both 
loops are reversing loops, but don’t look 
like it – especially the Augustyn end.  The 
return leg forms a double track all the way 
to the village of Hickory.  This is the 
largest community on the line, and the site 
of a small yard and several industrial 
sidings.  The loops are connected by a 10 
foot-long single track.  The loop at the 
other end is the village of Iddings, which 
also includes a wye track to make the loop 
a circle for continuous unattended 
running, is useful for breaking in new 
locomotive mechanisms.   Each end loop 
also has some sidings for storage and 
switching. 

 

H-7 2057 departs Hickory and is described in 
my locomotive kitbashing story in the 
NYCentral Modeler.  The building just behind 
the train is a shortened Walthers Cornerstone 
freight house, and the big green LaFollette 
factory building is from DPS modular 
components.  The advertisement on the side is 
a decal made from a catalog of old-time-
appearing radios with appropriate copy 
added.  Computers can be wonderful! 

Track is a mix of commercial flexible track 
and hand laid – mostly using code 70-size 
rail.  The two-track main is code 83, but I 
really prefer the look of code 70.  The 
trolley tracks are mostly code 100-girder 
rail in the streets and code 55 on the 
private rights-of-way.  I built custom-fitted 
turnouts in the loops.  Both the railroad 
and the trolley run from end to end, with 
the trolley going over or under the 
relatively level railroad track.  The one 
level track crossing between the two 
systems is on the outskirts of Augustyn, 
which creates a possible operating hazard 
unless operators to the trains and trolley 
don’t pay close attention.  My policy is 
that, as with the prototype, trains always 
have trackage rights over the trolleys.    

Tom	  Bailey	  Models	  the	  NYCS	  His	  Way	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Tom.)	  
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Leaving Hickory, the interurban vaults over 
the railroad just past the end of the Hickory 
yard. 

As with many folks’ layouts, there are still 
tons of things to finish, finishing the 
wiring and refining scenery for example.  
Because the room was designed as a 
recreation room (we don’t have basements 
in Texas, at least not where I live), the 
walls are uneven, and punctuated with 
large windows on two sides.  As a result, 
I’ve not yet figured how to do scenery 
backdrops.    I’d like to go DCC, but 
haven’t, mostly because there are some 
turnouts without insulated frogs in nearly 
inaccessible locations –- one of the 
disadvantages of using home-built track 
built before the advent of DCC.    The two 
reversing loops are controlled from two 
locations, which means a lot of running 
back and forth when running a train 
around the main line from end to end.  
And despite the unfinished and primitive 
wiring, it mostly runs pretty well, and I 
enjoy it a lot. 

Would I tear it down and do it all over 
some time?  Probably not – I’m too cheap 
and too lazy.  And probably most 
importantly, I’m too old.  The web of 
overhead wiring on the trolley lines is 
sufficiently invisible that I have to be very 
careful working around it, and repairs 
require much light and magnification, not 

to mention patience.  All seem to be in 
short supply these days. 

 

Here is one of Tom’s Mikados’s that he is 
famous for telling us about in a couple of his 
previous articles. 

 

Mohawk 33135 rounds the bend on Tom’s 
layout.  These kitbashed steam locos are what 
he is famous for doing.   This one is another 
beauty and a fitting final photo for Tom’s 
three part series of articles. 

The Legend Below is for Tom’s 
Layout Drawing on the Next Page 

          

Tom	  Bailey	  Models	  the	  NYCS	  His	  Way	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Tom.)	  
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This drawing by Frank Knight depicts Tom Bailey’s layout. 

Note that the trolley is depicted in brown and the railroad is in black.

 

Tom	  Bailey	  Models	  the	  NYCS	  His	  Way	  (Continued)	  
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My interest in Marx trains began in the fall 
of 2008 when, with my granddaughter in 
mind, I dug out the two sets my dad 
bought for me in the early fifties. I don’t 
think my dad had much patience for 
model railroading since I have little 
memory of playing with them in those 
days. As a result, the train sets survived 
for over fifty years, tucked away in their 
original boxes with little playwear and 
best of all, no rust.  Curious to see if they 
would run after such a long time, I took 
them to a local hobby shop and, as is the 
case with most Marx trains, they ran as if 
they had been put away the day before.  I 
must admit that the one engine had a 
sticky reverse unit, and I had to replace it.  
That turned out to be a blessing in disguise 
since I discovered that Marx motors are 
easy to work on, and a complete novice 
like me could quickly learn how to service 
and repair them.  I joined a Yahoo group 
known as “MarxTrain” to get more 
information, and not long after that I 
innocently purchased an old Marx engine 
to see if I could fix it up.  Well, some forty 
engines or so later, I am completely 
hooked on the hobby and rapidly running 
out of storage space. 

All of my locos are Marx, some in original 
condition, some that I have restored to 
look original and a few that I have scratch 
built using Marx motors.  Marx produced 
a number of toy trains.  Two of the earliest 
to be manufactured having the Marx 
brand name were a couple of tin 
articulated streamliners, the Union Pacific 
M10000 and M10005.  At about the same 
time, Marx brought to market a set 
containing a New York Central 
Commodore Vanderbilt engine in a 
variety of colors with six-inch tin 
lithographed cars. 

	  

	  

Here are a couple of Marx Commodore 
Vanderbilt engines, one in original condition 
and one I repainted to a bright red color much 
like the original.  Marx used bright colors as a 
marketing tool knowing they would catch the 
eyes of Christmas shoppers. 

	  

Here is one of the tin six-inch cars that Marx 
made thousands and thousands of using 
machine stamped metal and lithography that 
is both colorful and charming. 

A bit later, sets were introduced with a 
NYC Mercury engine marketed in 
prototypical gray but also in bright colors 
meant to attract customers. These so-called 
“pre-war” engines were stamped steel as 
were a couple of Canadian Pacific engines 
and a few typical black steamers. Tens of 
thousands were made in both clockwork 
and electric versions.  All of these sets 
were designed to be affordable to average 
American households. 

 

 

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  
By	  Bob	  Daley	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Bob)	  
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Vintage Mercury Engine with Six-Inch 
Passenger Cars. This is a somewhat hard to 
find Mercury engine with a few passenger cars 
in tow.  Some passenger cars in this style were 
lighted and are highly sought after by Marx 
collectors. 

In 1941 Marx started a line of toy trains 
that brought unprecedented realism to the 
hobby at a stunningly affordable price.  
Known as 3/16” scale tin, it delivered 
realism at a price point that American 
Flyer and Lionel never attempted to 
achieve. Also around that time, more 
realistic die cast steam engines were 
introduced with the so called “999” being 
the most prevalent.   

 

This is the first die cast engine Marx made and 
it proved to be very popular especially in 
conjunction with the 3/16” scale cars.  Its size 
and durability make it a favorite among Marx 
collectors. 

One of the sets my father bought for me 
consists of that 999 engine, scale NYC 
tender, red and gray NYC Pacemaker 
boxcar, B&O gondola, and a red and gray 
NYC caboose. 

 

 

 

 

This is the NYC scale set my father bought for 
me sometime around 1955.  It was and is my 
favorite Marx set.   

In fact, the scale series is my favorite of the 
Marx lines and the one I operate on my 
layout.  Later, Marx introduced sets with a 
slightly larger series of eight-wheel plastic 
cars and then sets with scale eight and 
four-wheel plastic cars.  A number of 
steam and diesel engines, both die cast and 
plastic, were developed to go along with 
these cars including a plastic NYC 70 ton 
No.588 switcher. 

 

Original and P&LE 70-ton Switchers. Marx 
made this switcher in a number of road names.  
Here is an original NYC 588 switcher and one I 
altered a bit to make it a P&LE switcher.   

Collectors and operators alike seek after 
other plastic diesels patterned after 
General Motors EMD E-7s in a number of 
road names including a black and white 
New York Central 4000 version. 

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
By	  Bob	  Daley	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Bob)	  
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NYC 4000 E7 Engine. Here is the Marx version 
of an E-7 diesel in NYC colors.  I was happy to 
find this one in a set, as they are not easy to 
come by. 

Marx made lighted scale passenger car sets 
for the Santa Fe and Western Pacific E-7s. 
They also made several NYC passenger 
car sets including one in gray on scale 
trucks for a die cast steamer and another 
harder to find version in silver. 

 

These passenger cars are the best Marx made 
with the lighted interiors and die cast truck 
covers.  Most were sold with the #333 steam 
engine and die cast tender and are top of the 
line as far as Marx goes. 

I also have to mention the line of seven-
inch tin cars made primarily for the 
Southern Pacific 6000 and B&O diesel sets. 
These engines were stamped tin and were 
made to approximate the look of the 
General Motors EMD F3.  The other set my 
dad bought for me contains the SP 6000 
diesel AA units, a Wabash gondola, a PRR 
Merchandise Service boxcar, and an SP 
caboose. 

There are other smaller tin diesels like the 
Seaboard, Monon, and KC Southern lines 
and a larger Santa Fe 21 tin General 

 

This Marx set was purchased at the same time 
as the NYC set and features seven inch cars 
with four wheels.  Less realistic than the 3/16” 
scale cars, it is still fun to run on my layout 
on special occasions 

Motors EMD FT diesel with tin scale type 
cars on high trucks to look better with the 
taller engine.  There is so much more I 
could go into concerning the variety of 
Marx trains and believe me, I left a lot out. 
My purpose here, however, is to write 
about my little layout featuring Marx and 
the NYC/P&LE railroad.   

     My layout is part whimsy and part 
tribute.  It reflects my Pittsburgh roots and 
the interest I have in the railroads that 
would have been operating there in the 
forties and fifties. The Pittsburgh and Lake 
Erie Railroad holds particular interest for 
me since my best friend worked there 
from 1973 until its demise in the mid 
eighties.  It just so happens that the New 
York Central Railroad is prominently 
featured in the 3/16” scale tin cars I like to 
run. 

Since the P&LE fell under the umbrella 
known as the New York Central System, it 
was easy for me to take advantage of the 
already marked cars and engines and alter 
them a bit by adding the P&LE name 
where appropriate.   

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
By	  Bob	  Daley	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Bob)	  
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Here are a couple of switchers pulling some 
Shell tank cars past the street scene. 

This was done using commercially 
produced decals and decals I made myself 
using Microsoft Word.  Some of the 
lettering, numbers and colors used on the 
cars and engines should be taken with a 
grain of salt.  I try to be reasonably 
accurate, but my objective isn’t realism but 
rather to acknowledge, in a fun way, my 
hometown and the P&LE at a time when 
the steel mills were vital to the city and the 
railroad. 

The layout itself is small consisting of two 
36” wide doors in an “L” shape fitted into 
a corner of a room. 

 

This is a view of the overall layout as it sits 
in the corner of a small room behind my 
studio. 

I like a lot of action, so I wired the layout 
for a number of moving accessories, lots of 
lights, and four remote control switches.  
The transformer I am using is a period 
Marx No. 1669, rated at 100 watts.  

There are four posts, two that are 
connected to the tracks and two that are 
devoted to the accessories.  The accessory 
posts are “hot” when the transformer is 
plugged in and need no further activation.   

 

Marx made a number of transformers in 
different wattages.  This is their 100-watt 
version and will power just about anything 
Marx produced in the way of electric trains 
and accessories. 

I wired a homemade buss bar to the 
accessory posts allowing me to have three 
locations for connections.  Two of the 
connections are for the switch control 
panels. 

           

Bob made this buss bar to accommodate 
multiple connections including the two switch 
control panels and connections to the 
accessory leads running under the table.  

The third connects to a pair of wires, one 
positive, and one ground, running under 
the platform that I wired the enough to 
feed the wires from the accessary through 

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
By	  Bob	  Daley	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Bob)	  
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 the platform down to the wires carrying 
current from the buss bar.  The control 
panels and switches are Marx. Two of 
them are lighted with a red and green 
indicator light that tells me at a glance 
what position the switch is in.  I have some 
streetlights, a couple of light towers, a 
lighted watchman’s tower, and several 
more stationary lights that come on with 
the power. There are also three accessories 
that either move or light up when 
activated by the use of insulated rail clips 
when the train passes over them. This clip 
was developed by Marx to make the use of 
accessories less complicated than having 
to remove and insulate sections of track.  

 

Marx came up with the insulated rail clip for 
use with a number of accessories.  I sometimes 
make them from short pieces of copper channel 
used in stained glass window fabrication, a 
bit of electrical tape and a short piece of wire 
soldered to the copper. 

An insulated rail clip can be installed in 
seconds.  My flashing warning lights, 
crossing signal and crossing gate operate 
from rail clips. (Shown in photo below.) 

 

There is also a revolving beacon tower that 
relies on the heat from a 14V bulb to get it 
turning.  Marx made all of the accessories 
on my layout. 

 

	  

	  

Here are pictures of the layout from several 
vantage points and a view of the overall 
layout.  It looks and is a bit crowded, but 
what urban environment isn’t?  I don’t mind it 
being busy but getting to derailments can be 
tricky. 

	  

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
By	  Bob	  Daley	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Bob)	  
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I divided the layout into three sections.  
One section is devoted to a Jones and 
Laughlin steel mill (I had friends who 
worked there as well) constructed with 
painted plastic shampoo bottles, 
cardboard tubes and a papier mache’ 
building lighted on the inside.  

	  

This is a close up of the steel mill I made from 
household items and a papier mache’ building 
I purchased at a craft store.  The intention 
here is to create an atmosphere in the 
tradition of Marx toys…just enough realism 
to let the imagination take over. 

I used some parts from a junked 
Plasticville signal bridge to add a bit to the 
effect.  I remember the mills as being 
largely black and rust brown so I painted 
mine that way.  One smoke stack has a 
cellophane “flame” illuminated with an 
orange 14V bulb wired the same way as 
the accessories.  There is also a scratch-
built slag dump car with an orange bulb 
lighting the slag, so it appears to be 
glowing hot.  This is the type of car I saw 
as a child dumping molten slag not far 
from my home.  A couple of New York 
Central System crane cars and some heavy 
equipment moving scrap steel fill out the 
scene. 

 

 

	  

I made this car from parts of junked plastic 
items that I scavenged from any number of 
things.  The “bowl” is a yogurt cup and the 
depressed flatcar was a beater someone 
donated to me for the job. 

The second section of the layout is a short 
street with a hardware store, convenience 
store, and gas station made by K-Line and 
an ice-cream stand by Plasticville.  

	  

This street scene was designed to go with the 
theme of the mill and rail yard.  I wanted the 
stores to be the types of places the mill 
workers would have visited on their way to 
and from work.  

The scene is in keeping with what might 
have been found around the mill to keep 
the workers supplied with food, hardware 
and gasoline.  K-Line and Plasticville 
buildings are inexpensive and realistic 
enough to work well with the Marx 3/16” 
tin cars.  I should mention that Marx 
tooled most K-Line buildings in 1952.   

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
By	  Bob	  Daley	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Bob)	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2013 38	  

 The streetlights and telephone poles give 
the street a bit more interest, as do the 
automobiles.  I like to use automobiles 
manufactured at the same time as the 
trains, circa 1950.  There are a couple of 
metal Tootsietoy autos and trucks, and a 
few Marx plastic cars borrowed from a car 
carrier in their eight-wheel plastic line.  I 
included two newer die cast autos that I 
came across because I remember seeing 
them as a kid.  One is a ’57 Pontiac 
convertible and the other is a ‘55 Chevy 
station wagon.  The scale may be off a bit, 
but as I said, I don’t mind that.   

The third section of the layout is a rail 
yard bisected by a narrow access road 
with more period cars and trucks waiting 
to cross the tracks into the mill. 	  

	  

This close up of the rail yard shows a number 
of the scale cars that would have serviced the 
mill including several hoppers and gondolas.  
I frequently include tank cars in the scene and 
make changes when the mood suits me. 

An operating Marx crane, a suspension 
bridge and a Marx P&LE water tower 
along with more lights and accessories 
provide interest and action. 

 

	  

	  

The bridge and crane were part of the many 
accessories Marx made for use with their toy 
train sets.	  

	  

The water 
tower made 
from a junk 
box one 
purchased at a 
train show. 

I really like the 
P&LE sign 
that hides the 
broken parts 
on the tower 
that I repaired. 

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
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The yard contains an assortment of tank 
cars, boxcars, hoppers, and gondolas with 
a number of road names including a New 
Marx Iron City Beer boxcar. 

	  

This is an item produced in the 1990’s by Jim 
and Debbie Flynn who licensed the Marx name 
to make tin trains.  As a Pittsburgher this 
purchase was a no brainer.  There is another 
version of this car and a PPG boxcar that are 
on my “must have” list for my collection.	  

I change things frequently so having the 
cars at hand in the yard is an added bonus.  

The railroad on my layout is capable of a 
number of switching operations, but I run 
it, for the most part, on two loops.  The 
first loop makes its way around the 
perimeter of the “L”, passing the street 
scene, mill, and rail yard.  With a press of a 
couple of buttons on the switch control 
panels the train can be sent into an oval 
loop, passing between the rail yard and 
mill. As it does, it trips a Marx automatic 
crossing gate and a lighted crossing signal.  
The gate stays down and the lights stay on 
as long as the train’s wheels remain in 
contact with the insulated rail clip, 
returning to normal when the train passes 
by. 

     I make my living as an artist and when I 
began model railroading I immediately 
recognized the potential for creativity in 
both restoring cars and making them from 

scratch.  My “medium” of choice for a 
number of my projects is Bondo that I 
mold and sculpt around shells made from 
downspouts, vinyl siding and junked 
Marx engines.  One of my projects was to 
scratch-build a gray NYC Mercury engine 
that I powered with a motor from a Marx 
333 steamer.  

	  

I always loved the looks of the Mercury engine 
and decided to make one from scratch using 
Bondo and a Marx Commodore Vanderbilt 
engine shell.  The motor is from a Marx 333 
engine.  I have made a number of engines and 
trolleys this way sometimes using pieces of 
downspout for the shells and Marx motors to 
power them. 

I also like to rescue E7 diesels when I can 
find them in poor condition and have 
restored two sets in NYC colors.   

 

 

There are a lot of Marx 1095 plastic diesel 
engines that show up at train shows or on 
eBay that have broken shells and have 
missing steps and horns.   

Modeling	  the	  NYC/P&LE	  with	  Marx	  Trains	  (Continued)	  
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These are all good candidates for restoration, 
which is what I did in the case of these AA 
sets. 

Lighted passenger cars are a favorite of 
mine and I repainted a set of them using 
NYC/P&LE colors. This is the part of the 
hobby that I enjoy the most. 

 

I bought these cars as rusty Santa Fe 
passenger cars that were missing their lights, 
passenger strips and pickups.  Once they were 
restored they became favorites of mine 
running with a number of different engines, 
both steam and diesel. 

As a relative newcomer to model 
railroading, I am learning all the time what 
an enjoyable hobby it is.  I find collecting, 
restoring, scratch-building and sharing 
information with friends made on the 
internet to be just a few of the things that 
make it so much fun; that and the chance 
to spend time with my granddaughter.  
After all, I have her to thank for getting me 
started. 

I would also like to thank my Marx 
friends, Walt Hiteshew, Adam Boksz, Bill 
McConnell, Al Osterud and Steve Eastman 
who helped me in writing this article.   

 

 

 

We have also set up a NYCSHS Facebook page and 
have been attracting a very large number of interested 
people to the page. Our reach continues to expand and 
we have gotten favorable feedback from people who are 
pleased that we are reaching out to the younger 
generation about the Society and the New York Central 
System. 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-Central-
System-Historical-Society/302109173240295 
 
If you have a chance to check out our Facebook page, 
pleases let us know you are a member. 

We have been very busy getting together all of the plans, 
drawings and photos for our project to bring out a NYCS 
19000 caboose. We discovered some interesting files on 
cabooses in the 1970- 2011 Central Headlight DVD. 
Here is an example of what you find when you search 
for cabooses. Have you tried? www.nycshs.net 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Standard Privies for Small Stations, 
Style A & Style B.  Perspective View – Shaded 
Rendering (MDD). 
 
Outhouses or privies, as they were 
referred to by the New York Central 
Railroad1, were a type of structure that 
have long been neglected by historians 
and modelers and yet, they were 
extremely important for the day to day 
operations of the railroad for the obvious 
sanitary and health safety reasons. 
 
The privy was normally a small building 
located a certain distance from the main 
building. It served and sat over a pit toilet.  
They did not have any plumbing system 
(running water) and were placed away 
from known freshwater wells to minimize 
the risk of contamination.  They required 
substantial maintenance in heavily used 
locations and sometimes even relocation 
over a new pit.   
 
Eventually, with the introduction of sewer  

systems and indoor plumbing they were 
gradually phased out of service. 

 
NYC - Outhouse. Cleveland, Ohio. NYC 
Photo, September 19, 1919.  (NYCSHS Image 
Collection).  
 
N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Standard Privies 
Standard Privies for Small Stations. 
NYC & HRRR Drawing Book “C” 
Dates: R.G. May 31, 1999 
Total Drawing Sheets: 1 
 
This one page drawing presents two 
designs for the Standard Privies for Small 
Stations; Style A and Style B.  They are 
identical in design and detail with the size 
being the only difference between them.  
Style A is a two holes privy (as they were 
referred to) and Style B is a four holes 
privy.   
 
Design & Construction 
The privy design and construction was 
simple as this is a small and utilitarian 
building.  It consists of a 4”x4” base frame 
straddling the toilet pit, 1” board and 
batten walls, 2”x4” rafters, and a simple 
board dividing wall.  The drawing gives 
the builders the option of using cedar 
shingles or roofing felt on the roof (the 
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original NYC drawing shows a shingle 
roof).  Board and batten doors complete 
the enclosure of the structure. The design 
included a lattice screen for blocking the 
interior view of the privy while the doors 
were open, but the evidence found on 
historic images show that most of them 
were missing at the time the pictures were 
taken, suggesting the possibility that they 
deteriorated over time and were never 
replaced.   

 
Standard Privies; Style A & B. Perspective 
Plan View.  This image shows the difference in 
size and interior arrangement of these two 
privy houses. (MDD) 
 
Additional Reference Material: 
The Crappiest Railroad Book, New York 
Central Outhouses, (2009) Benjamin L. 
Bernhart.  This book is profusely 
illustrated with privy images showing the 
different styles, from the simple board and 
batten to the elaborate shingle cladded 
structures.  The area of study presented is 
mostly limited to locations in the New 
York state area.  
 

 
Standard Privies; Style B. Perspective View.  
Lattice screen omitted to allow partial 
interior view. (MDD) 
 
General Notes and Observations: 
The original drawing doesn’t show an 
interior structural frame for this building 
other than the 2”x4” rafters bearing plates 
and the rafters themselves. It is possible 
that due to the relatively small size of the 
building, the 2” thickness of the combined 
board and battens walls system were 
sufficient for the load bearing 
requirements.  In order to remain true to 
the original NYC drawing, these new 
drawings depict a frameless structure. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Title Block of the Standard Privies drawing.  
(NYCSHS Drawing Collection, CD108-
NYC&HRRR Book of Standard Plans - 
Structures) 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Benjamin L. Bernhart, The Crappiest Railroad Book, New York 
Central Outhouses, Outer Station Project, 2009.  	  
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NYC	  –	  Standard	  Privy	  –	  Style	  A:	  

1	  

	  

2	  

	  

4”x4”	  Base	  	  	   Floor	  and	  Wall	  Boards	  

3	  

	  

4	  

	  

2”x4”	  Rafters	  Bearing	  Plate,	  Rafters	  and	  
Battens	  

Interior	  Dividing	  Wall	  

5	  

	  

6	  

	  

Roof	  Deck	  and	  Shingles	   Trim	  and	  Windows	  	  

7	  

	  

8	  

	  

Vent	  and	  Doors	   Lattice	  Screens	  
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NYC	  –	  Standard	  Privy	  –	  Style	  B	  

1	  

	  

2	  

	  

4”x4”	  Base	  	  	   Floor	  and	  Wall	  Boards	  

3	  

	  

4	  

	  

2”x	  4”	  Rafters	  Bearing	  Plate,	  Rafters	  and	  
Battens	  

Interior	  Dividing	  Wall	  

5	  

	  

6	  

	  

Roof	  Deck	  and	  Shingles	   Trim	  and	  Windows	  	  

7	  

	  

8	  

	  

Vents	  and	  Doors	   Lattice	  Screens	  
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A few days after the 2013 NYCSHS 
Convention, I received a letter from 
Darwyn Meyers, one of our NYCSHS 
members, whom I had met at the 
Convention.  His letter was accompanied 
by an article that he had written for the 
October 2006 Train Collectors Association 
(TCA) Quarterly publication.  It was an 
article about Robert Edward Butterfield. 

For those of you who don’t know Mr. 
Butterfield, you are in pretty good 
company.  If you Google his name you 
won’t find anything but maybe one hit.  It 
will be associated with a Lionel 700E NYC 
Hudson that was released by Lionel in 
1931. 

 

 

The upper advertisement is for one of the 
Standard Gauge Lionel 400E’s that was the 
first release of a steam loco by Lionel. The 
lower photo is of an O-scale Lionel model of 
the same Hudson. If you read the description 
in the top photo you will see that the ad for 
this model had Bob saying, “Just like mine”. 

For those who don’t know of Mr. 
Butterfield, he was at one time one of the 
most famous men in America.  He was an 
engineer for the NYCS on the 20th Century 
Limited for twenty years between Harmon 
and Albany, NY.  He appeared on the 
cover of the 1931 Lionel Trains catalog that 
introduced the first steam locomotive 
model that Lionel had ever offered. 

 

This photo is a copy of the cover for that 1931 
Lionel Trains catalog.  Bob Butterfield was a 
pretty famous guy in 1931.  Many little boys 
wanted to be just like him. 

He also appeared on radio programs, 
posed for publicity photos in connection 
with the NYCS, and made many speeches 
to railfans.  He represented the ideal 
locomotive engineer in a time when they 
were some of the most admired men in the 
United States.  He is even featured in 
Alvin Stauffer’s book, Thoroughbreds.  In 
fact, Mr. Stauffer devoted three pages and 
four photographs to Mr. Butterfield. 

So what does all of this have to do with the 
NYCentral Modeler?  Well, it got me 
thinking that we cover all aspects of model 
railroading, but we haven’t yet done an 
article on modeling the people who ran, 
rode, and waved at the NYCS trains. 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted.)	  
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That led me to decide that	  I would write a 
short article about the people I model on 
my NYCS Large Scale layout and see if I 
could stimulate any of you to write or 
send me photos of your railroad people.  I 
have written several articles in the past 
about modeling people. You can find some 
of those on my website at the following 
URL’s. 

http://www.noelsbigfour.com/article02.pdf 

http://www.noelsbigfour.com/article03.pdf 

http://www.noelsbigfour.com/article06.pdf 

These articles will help you with actually 
painting and modifying the figures but for 
the rest of this article I want to talk about 
the people on my layout, what they mean 
to me and why I think putting people who 
really are someone special is an important 
part of our hobby of model railroading. 

One of the people who had a great 
influence on my life and on my interest in 
trains was a NYCS engineer named Roy F. 
Stieg.  As a babe in arms, I watched and 
waved at NYC locomotives running 
behind our home in the country outside of 
Anderson, Indiana.  My dad would take 
me out at least once a day to watch the 
Southwest Limited run past our home. 

 

 

This is a photo of a little older me watching 
one of the Mikado led freights that also went 
past our home many times a day.  You can see 
that I had a great place to watch the NYC in 
action. 

One day as we watched a newspaper flew 
out of the cab from where the engineer 
and fireman waved to us most days.  After 
retrieving the paper we discovered a note 
with the name, address and phone number 
of the engineer.  The paper, Muncie Star, 
had an article about the engineer and 
about how little boys waved at him as he 
ran his route.  One in particular stood out 
to the reporter and that was me. 

 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted.)	  

	  

Me in my 
Dad’s arms 
before he 
took me 
out back to 
wave at the 
NYC 
trains. 

Clipping from 
Muncie Star 
article about 
Mr. Stieg and 
his crew that 
he tossed off 
the train to my 
dad and 
started my 
fascination 
with trains 
and the NYCS. 
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After dad contacted Mr. Stieg, we became 
good friends and visited his home in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio and he and his wife 
visited our home many times.  Dad and I 
rode in Hudsons and E-7/8s with Mr. 
Stieg between Anderson and Indianapolis 
several times.  He was my hero and the 
NYC was my railroad. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Stieg standing behind their car in 
our driveway with my little brother dressed 
up like Frosty the Snowman. He never was a 
big train fan. 

He was my first figure on my layout. 

 

 

Since my railroad was set in September 
1954 I also included my wife, Ann, and me 
on bicycles crossing the railroad track in 
Anderson.  Of course, she was only my 
girlfriend in 1954. 

 

Ann and Noel riding their bicycles across the 
railroad track in our hometown of Anderson, 
IN. 

I included my dad and bother, Eric inside 
the Anderson station. You can also find 
me helping my brother, David, as he 
learns to ride a two-wheeler. 

  

 

Mr. Stieg on 
the platform in 
the suit & hat 
with his 
overnight case. 
He is on his 
way to visit us 
on my layout. 

My dad 
stands at 
the desk of 
one of the 
NYCS 
workers. 
He is 
making an 
important 
point and 
drinking 
his coffee. 
Dad was 
always in a 
suit and tie 
with a 
white shirt. 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted.)	  
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My brother Eric wore the horn rimmed classes 
and frequently wore a beard and mustache.  
He is in the office of the Anderson station on 
some important item of business. 

 

This is me as a teenager helping my youngest 
brother, David, with his bike. A neighbor’s 
dog runs alongside us. 

 

 

Of course, I needed to have my five 
granddaughters somewhere on the 
railroad, so I put the oldest, Kristin, on a 
motor scooter taking a photo of the 
passing trains.  

 

Her sister, Katie, is helping her mother 
with a new baby in the waiting room of 
the station.  

 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted.)	  
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The three youngest, Leah, Morgan, and 
Erica, are playing in the playground of the 
school as youngsters.  

 

My grandparents are waiting patiently at 
the station beside a Coke machine. 

 

 

My childhood next-door neighbor, Henry 
Kessler, is standing near the turntable pit 
with his hands in his pockets. 

 

Nearby, leaning on a shovel, is the wife of 
my best friend from college, Darlene. 

 

 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted.)	  
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I also included one of my neighbors from 
Virginia, Raliegh Neal, as a clerk in front 
of one of the businesses in Bellefontaine.  

So, as you can see, I tried to include as 
many of my friends, relatives and 
neighbors as I could on my railroad.  I 
have only told you about a few of them, 
but there are many more. It is fun for me 
to ask people to see if they can find 
themselves on my railroad. 

 

 

Adding people who you know or associate 
with real railroading adds another 
dimension to the hobby.   

 

 

 

 

Whether it is someone who worked on the 
railroad or just one of your friends or part 
of your family, people are an important 
part of any railroad.   

 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted.)	  
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They are one of the things that attract 
visitors’ attention to my railroad.  

 

 

Perhaps you can find yourself in one of the 
following photos.  If so, let me know. 

 

Have you purchased your 1970 – 2011 
Central Headlight DVD?  It is filled with all 
sorts of interesting things to help with 
modeling. Below is an example of one of 
the things we found searching the DVD. 

 

What could be finer than a pair of lightning 
striped locos pulling a line of boxcars with 
two Pacemaker boxes in the lead. 

Go to our “Store of the Future” and order 
your DVD today so that you can enjoy all 
of the excitement of search for fun. 

www.nycshs.net 

 

Modeling	  People	  on	  Your	  Model	  Railroad	  (Continued)	  
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!!
Models!by!Jim!Six,!NYCSHS!Member 

Are you a fan of the New York Central?  Are you interested in prototypical modeling? As a 
member of the New York Central System Historical Society, you will receive the Central 
Headlight, our quarterly, acclaimed magazine, and chat with NYC fans and modelers on our 
NYCSHS members-only Yahoo Group.  You can attend our annual conventions, and benefit 
from the first-hand knowledge of former NYCS employees and from the expertise of NYC 
historians, researchers, modelers and writers who will help you with answers to questions about 
NYCS history, locos, rolling stock, structures, and operating practices. Modelers check out the 
NYCentral Modeler at http://www.nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php     Do it right! Join today! 
!

Visit our website and join today. http://www.nycshs.org/ 

Get!great!prototype!info!from!!
the!people!who!lived!it...!!

Join Today!     
Regular memberships only $39 per year. 

!

!

NEW!YORK!CENTRAL!SYSTEM!
HISTORICAL!SOCIETY,!INC.!

DEPT!N!•!P.O.!BOX!130!•!GATES!MILLS,!OH!44040R0130!

!

Join the New York Central System Historical 
Society Today 

Membership Application on Page 57 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
 

P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 
 

 2013 New Membership Application Form 
 

 *These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of the 
Society, and these generous contributors will be identified in Central Headlight.  
 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31 and includes four issues of  
Central Headlight. (We are trying to get accurate email and phone #’s for all 
members. Please include them for us on the form below.) 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

City, State _________________________________9-digit Zip ___________________ 

Country, if outside U. S. A. _______________________________________________   
Email Address: _________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Special Interest(s) _______________________________________________________ 

Former NYCS Employee? ________________________________________________ 

Referred by (optional): __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed for 2013:  $____________  For additional years:  $____________ 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.  It may be used to 
contact you about events or information about the NYCSHS.  If you do not wish to have 
the NYCSHS contact you with this information, please check this box:   
 

Members failing to provide their 9-digit Zip cannot be included in the mailing list for 
Central Headlight. The USPS insists that we use the 9-digit code since the magazine is 
mass mailed. 
 

 
Visit the NYCSHS website at www.nycshs.org 

 

 Regular Member — United States $39.00  
     
 Regular Member — Canada & Mexico $44.00  
    
 Regular Member — Other Countries $49.00  
    
 Contributing Member* $50.00  
    
 Sustaining Member* $70.00   
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We are very pleased that you are a 
member of our great organization, and I 
want to tell you a little more about us. 

  
The NYCSHS is dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the New York Central System 
and its predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through acquisition and 
preservation of NYCS-related artifacts and 
through the dissemination of accurate 
information about the NYCS.  We are also 
dedicated to preserving the NYCS through 
the hobby of accurate modeling of the 
System. 
  
In order to do these things, our members 
spend a lot of time working on various 
projects and committees within the 
Society.   It is only through this volunteer 
support that we are able to accomplish all 
that we do. 
  
As a member you may not be aware of all 
of the opportunities available to you to 
support the organization.  I want to make 
you aware of those opportunities and give 
you a chance to volunteer to work with us 
in some of these positions. 
  
We need volunteers to work a few hours 
each month in the following areas: 
  
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to publish the NYCentral 
Modeler, work with manufacturers to 
develop accurate NYCS models of locos, 
rolling stock and structures, find speakers 

at events on NYCS modeling topics, and 
develop and update material for various 
NYCSHS websites and Yahoo Groups. We 
are looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Membership Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to establish and maintain 
contact with members.  This consists of 
writing and responding to e-mail and 
written correspondence about NYCSHS 
happenings, reaching out to lapsed 
members, developing member recruiting 
advertisements, participating as NYCSHS 
Yahoo Group subject matter experts, 
developing and staffing booths at train 
and model railroad shows, and finding 
ways to make membership in the Society 
more beneficial to our members. We are 
looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Fund Raising Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to develop sources of funding 
for various projects within the 
Society.  This includes writing grant 
applications and approaching members 
and non-members to obtain funding for 
important activities to extend and improve 
our offerings to members. We are looking 
for committee members.   
 
Web Design & Website Support – This 
person(s) would assist the NYCSHS 
Webmaster in the design and support of 
our existing website 
(www.NYCSHS.org).  This position uses 
some of the following knowledge and 

If	  You	  Are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  Have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  You	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  
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capabilities:  HTML, CSS, design sense, 
JavaScript & Ajax, PHP, ASP, Java, Perl or  
C++; MySQL database, Flash, SEO, 
webserver administration skills, and 
project management skills.  Not all 
capabilities are required, and we will work 
with you if you have some of these skills 
and are interested in helping. 
  
On-Line Store Design & Support – This 
person would assist the NYCSHS 
Directors and the Webmaster to select a 
hosting service, analyze and select the 
store software and support, add the e-
commerce tools necessary to support 
utilities such as shopping carts, product 
search engine, product displays, product 
descriptions and payment options for an 
on-line store on the NYCSHS website. 
(www.nycshs.net) 
 
2014 Cleveland, Ohio, NYCSHS 
Convention Volunteers – We need several 
people to assist with the planning and 
execution of the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention.  These people need to be 
located in the vicinity of Cleveland, OH, 
and will work with the NYCSHS director 
responsible for the convention 
activities.  These conventions are fun and 
exciting and require considerable work 
over the 18 months.  Skills needed include 
planning and the ability to work with 
teams. 
  
Archive Committee – We need several 
persons to help with the reorganization of 
the NYCSHS archives.  Skills needed 
include: digitizing of hard copy materials; 

organizing and filing of material; sorting 
and generating finding aids for materials 
in storage; and general moving and 
storage skills.  Past experience with 
archival activities is a big plus. We are also 
looking for someone to replace the chair of 
this committee.  Work is done on the first 
concurrent Friday and Saturday (all day) 
of each month and all work is done in 
Wickliffe, OH (Cleveland area).  
  
We are very excited that you have joined 
us and look forward to working with you 
to make the NYCSHS even better.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, 
please contact me at: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net / 703-407-3059. 
  
Thanks, Noel (Chair, Membership 
Committee NYCSHS) 
  

 

The New York Central was one of the 
country’s major railroads and served 
locations all over the northeast and central 
United States.  This is an interesting shot as 
this train passes a tower.  Any idea where this 
took place?  Send us your guesses, to 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net (Photo by 
unknown from NYCSHS Collection)  

If	  you	  are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  you	  to	  serve	  the	  Society	  (Continued)	  
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Carl’s DRSP-6C & DRSP-6F #’s 8245 & 8313 
are running on the San Antonio Model 
Railroad Association (SAMRA) layout.  These 
Athearn RTR DCC locos are passing through 
the Doyle Bond National Park on this HO-
scale layout. 

I grew up in Bartonville, IL, which is a 
small village a mile south of Peoria, IL.  
My dad worked for the local switching 
railroad, the Peoria & Pekin Union 
(P&PU).  He was also an O-gauge 
modeler.  He and his fellow modelers had 
a large layout in the old baggage room of 
the Peoria Union Passenger Station.  As a 
youngster, I would accompany my dad to 
the club most Sunday afternoons to run 
trains.  At the time, the late 1940’s, the only 
passenger train still using Union Station 
was the Peoria & Eastern (P&E) train to 
and from Indianapolis.  I remember 
watching the train getting ready to leave 
the station with its lightning striped GP7 
and three or four cars (normally 1 or 2 
baggage cars, an RPO, and a coach - all 
heavyweights - usually with 4-wheel 
trucks).  I'm sure seeing that P&E 
locomotive is what led to me liking the 
P&E and New York Central (NYC) more 
than any of the other 13 railroads that 
came to and through Peoria in those years.  
[There is a list at the end of this article of 
the 14 railroads serving Peoria in the 
1950's.] 

I started purchasing HO models when I 
was around 12 years old.  We had a 4’x8’ 
layout in one stall of our garage.  It could 
be raised up to the rafters with the use of 
ropes and pulleys, so a car could be driven 
into that stall under it if need be.  At first I 
kept my models in their boxes, but in high 
school, I took a wood working class and 
built a showcase for the models.  I hung it 
on my bedroom wall and put most of my 
modest collection of steamers and diesels 
in it.  Also during high school I started 
purchasing undecorated diesel 
locomotives and freight cars, so I could 
paint and decal them for NYC.  I painted 
Athearn models and freight cars with 
Floquil spray paints and lettered them 
with Champ decals.  Later I purchased a 
compressor and spray gun designed for 
use on models and used it for many years. 

 

DRSP-4G is an Atlas model DC RTR with a 
one-of-a-kind paint scheme. 

When my draft notice arrived, I joined the 
Air Force and spent 26 years on active 
duty.  During my Air Force career, my 
family and I moved many times, so I never 
had a layout, but I kept purchasing HO 
models, as I saw locomotives and freight 
cars advertised that I could paint and 
decal into NYC prototypes.  Before I joined 
the New York Central System Historical 
Society (NYCSHS) in the late 1970's, I 
painted and decaled some cars NYC that 
were not true to NYC prototypes.  Most of 
these I have either repainted or gotten rid 
of over the years, but a few I've hung onto 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (All	  photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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because they were my first efforts at 
modeling the NYC and its affiliated roads 
before any commercial model 
manufacturer offered NYC factory painted 
models.  The NYCSHS newsletter, Central 
Headlight, has proved to be a gold mine of 
information and photos over the years.  I 
became interested in obtaining models of 
the various NYC affiliated railroad's 
locomotives and freight cars.  I also started 
purchasing books that were either about 
the NYC or had many NYC photographs 
in them to assist in my modeling efforts. 

 

This Athearn RTR DCC model is a DRSP-6J. 

When I retired from the Air Force, we 
were living in San Antonio, TX, and that's 
where we decided to stay.  Over the years, 
a few HO model manufacturers started 
offering NYC prototype locomotives and 
freight cars.  I purchased kits and “ready 
to run” models already painted and 
lettered for NYC and some of its affiliated 
roads as I saw them advertised.  I also saw 
a few advertisements for special runs of 
NYC freight cars, and a few locomotives, 
in rare NYC paint schemes and lettering.  I 
tried to purchase one or two of each rare 
paint scheme car.  Of course I always 
checked all my issues of the Central 
Headlight and books to see if the NYC 
actually had cars painted and lettered in 
these schemes before I purchased the 
models.  Many, if not all, of these rare 
paint scheme models were short runs and 
not available for very long.  I haven't 

checked, but I doubt if any are still 
available today.  The ones I have, and I 
probably didn't catch all of them, are a 
very nice addition to my collection. 

 

DRSP-6E & DRSP-6A #’s 8304 & 8227 are also 
Athearn RTR DCC models. 

I have a database for keeping track of the 
freight cars I have.  It was developed by a 
computer whiz I worked with, and is 
based on Microsoft Access®.  Since it was 
locally developed, the actual database I 
use is not commercially available.  It was 
not easy to develop, but it is easy to add to 
when I purchase new freight cars.  I intend 
to copy the freight car database and 
modify it somewhat to keep track of my 
locomotives, but have not gotten around 
to doing that yet.  I will be telling you 
more about my freight car collection in my 
next article, but I want to tell you about 
the database and continue to show you 
some of my many locomotive models in 
this article. 

 

DPA-5E’s 4076 & 4070 lead a long passenger 
train past San Antonio on the club layout. 
These Proto 2000 RTR DC locos are a long 
way from the NYCS mainline. 

 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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If I have more than one car with the same 
car number, I indicate that in a block on 
the database.  However, the total count of 
cars does not reflect these duplicates, so 
the total number of freight cars indicated 
by the database is slightly less than the 
actual number of freight cars I own.  The 
database assigns a number to each entry, 
and I put that number on the bottom of the 
freight car and the outside of the box it 
came in.  At present, the database says I 
have 365 freight cars, which means I 
actually have around 370±.  I have to look 
at each entry to determine the exact 
number of NYC and affiliated road cars I 
have, and that count comes to 221.  As you 
can see by these numbers, I also have 
many non-NYC freight cars (144).  By 
looking at each entry, I can break down 
the freight cars by railroad and type of car.  
I can tell that I have 28 P&LE cars and that 
eight of them are 40-foot boxcars. 

 

This is a pair of Athearn RTR DCC DFA-
2A/DFB-2A locos kitbashed from F-7’s by Carl. 

Of the 221 New York Central freight cars I 
have, 153 are lettered for NYC proper, 
while the other 68 are lettered for the 
following NYC affiliated roads: 

  Boston & Albany     3 cars 

 Canada Southern   1 car 

 Chicago River & Indiana  1 car 

 Chicago, Indiana & Southern 1 car 

 Chicago, Kalamazoo & Saginaw 1 car 

 Cincinnati Northern      3 cars 

 Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. 

     Louis                                       5 cars 

 Indiana Harbor Belt      1 car 

 Kanawha & Michigan     1 car 

 Lake Shore & Michigan Southern  2 cars 

 Michigan Central   5 cars 

 Nicholas, Fayette & Greenbrier 1   1 car 

 Peoria & Eastern            10 cars 

 Pittsburgh & Lake Erie           28 cars 

Pittsburgh, McKeesport &Youghiogheny 

                                                          ..3 cars 

 Toledo & Ohio Central   1 car 

 Toronto, Hamilton & Buffalo 2         1 car 

Notes: 

1 = jointly owned by NYC and Chesapeake 
& Ohio (C&O) 

2 = jointly owned by NYC and Canadian 
Pacific 

The total of 221 cars includes 10 cabooses 
of various styles, both cupola and bay 
window.  Most are lettered for NYC, but a 
few are lettered for affiliated roads. 

I will detail some of these cars for you in 
my next article.  They represent a 
collection that has been accumulated over 
a very long time, and they include some 
very unique models of NYCS rolling stock. 

I am not finicky in my modeling era.  I 
have locomotives and cars from essentially 
two eras, 1940 through 1959, and 1960 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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through 1968.  I like the locomotives and 
cars that ran on the NYC in the 1940's, 
1950's, and 1960's.  I am a member of the 
San Antonio Model Railroad Association 
(SAMRA), which owns its own building 
and has a large HO scale layout.  When I 
run my NYC trains on the club layout, I 
run 1940's and 1950's locos and cars, or 
1960's locos and cars. 

 

This pair of DPS-6A’s include 4506 an 
Overland Models, Inc. model and 4500 a True-
Line Trains model.  Both are RTR DC locos. 

I try not to mix periods, since most first 
generation locos were out service and 
didn't run with second generation 
locomotives.  The only problem I have at 
the club layout is that since it is a Digital 
Command Control (DCC) layout I can 
only take my DCC equipped locomotives.  
I purchased the majority of my locos 
before DCC existed, so have slowly been 
adding DCC chips to these Direct Current 
(DC) locos.  I purchase the type of chip 
that knows when the loco is placed on a 
DC layout or DCC layout, and will 
automatically to allow the loco to run on 
whichever control circuit it senses.   

Several years ago my younger son and I 
built a DC HO layout in one stall of his 
garage for his sons, my grandsons.  
Eventually, all my locos will be able to run 
on our DC layout at home and on the DCC 
layout at SAMRA. 

 

This DRSP-6C is an Athearn DCC RTR model 
pulling a line of express reefers through Doyle 
Bond National Park on the SAMRA club’s 
layout. 

 

Carl’s Broadway Limited Imports J-1e is a 
RTR DCC loco. This one fits in his 1940’s & 
1950’s era and is his only model of a J-1e 

My most recent purchases have included 
steamers and diesels from Broadway 
Limited Imports (BLI).  I now have the 
following BLI locomotives: 

 P&LE  H-9d  2-8-2 
 NYC  J-1e  4-6-4 
 NYC  L-4b  4-8-2 
 NYC  S-1b  4-8-4 
 NYC  F7  A & B 
 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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This Broadway Limited Imports S-1b Niagara 
is one of Carl’s recent purchases that has 
added to his extensive collection. 

 

This P&LE model is another of Carl’s 
Broadway Limited Imports.  This H-9d is also 
DCC and does heavy duty pulling of long 
freights on the SAMRA club layout. 

Steamers: 

 NYC  B-11  0-6-0 

 NYC  F-48  4-6-0 presently   
in shop for repair 

 NYC  K-5  4-6-2 under 
construction 

 NYC  J-1d  4-6-4 

 NYC  J-3a  4-6-4 

 NYC  J-3a  4-6-4 

 NYC  J-3a  4-6-4 

 NYC  H-6  2-8-2 

 NYC  L-4b  4-8-2 

 NYC  S-1b  4-8-4 presently 
in shop for repair 

(For a list of Carl’s diesel locomotives check the 
end of this article.) 

 

 

 

 

A trio of Athearn GP-30’s (DRS-13A’s) 
crossover a high trestle in the Doyle Bond 
National Park on the SAMRA club layout.  
They are all DC kits. 

I have plans to acquire a few more NYC 
locomotives and NYC freight cars as I see 
them offered.  The locomotives include 
one of the GP7's NYC purchased from 
C&O for Canadian service.  At least one, 
the 5827, was lettered for NYC but 
retained, at least for awhile, its C&O dark 
blue color with yellow frame and yellow 
long hood and nose stripes.  Another 
would be a TH&B GP7.  I have seen 
photos of a NYC GP7 and a TH&B GP7 
pulling a passenger train while coupled 
together.  I would also like to purchase a 
couple of NYC RS-11's and RS-32's.  
Something that has always fascinated me 
is the six additional RS-11's painted in the 
lightning stripe scheme and delivered to 
the NYC, but never run in service and 
returned to Alco. 

 

This set of Model Power DFA/B/A-3A’s were 
RTR DC models that were painted and 
decaled by Carl. 

 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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I think one of those would be a very 
unusual NYC locomotive to have in HO- 
scale parked at a diesel shop on the layout.  
I purchased 12 cars of the 1948 NYC 20th 
Century Limited passenger car set when 
Walthers released it a few years ago.  I 
have also purchased several of the NYC 
and MDT Flexi-Van cars and trailers 
offered by Walthers.  I have some that 
were used exclusively in freight/Flexi-Van 
service, and some with steam lines that 
were used on passenger and mail trains.  
Every once in a while something comes 
out that I must add to my collection! 

 

This set of Athearn GP-30’s that were running 
on the SAMRA layout in an earlier photo 
above, were kits that Carl painted and 
lettered. 

Unlike probably most NYC modelers, I 
also like the Pennsylvania Railroad and 
have a few of their steamers and several of 
their freight cars.  New York Central and 
the Pennsy jointly owned the Cherry Tree 
& Dixonville (CT&D) Railroad, a branch 
line to coal mines in Central Pennsylvania.  
From what I've read, and unfortunately for 
modelers, the CT&D never had any 
equipment lettered for the railroad.  The 
NYC and the Pennsy ran their own trains 
over the jointly owned trackage to bring 
coal loads out of the mountains. 

 

 

 

These beautiful Alco PA-PB’s are Athearn 
models.  The NYCS called them DPA-4A & 
DPB-2B’s. 

Railroads of Peoria in the 1950’s: 

C&IMP, C&NWO, CB&QO, GM&OP, 
Illinois CentralP, Illinois TerminalO, 
M&StLO, Nickel PlateP, P&PU (local 
switching road), PennsylvaniaP, Peoria & 
Eastern (NYC)P, Rock IslandO, Santa FeO, 
and TP&WO. 

P = used large P&PU yard 

O = had their own yard 

(All roads had at least one main freight 
train come and go out each day, a few had 
more than one train a day.  All roads with 
their own yard interchanged with all the 
other roads with their own yard and the 
P&PU; therefore, interchange traffic was 
very heavy.  The roads with their own 
yard, including the P&PU, served the 
many industries in Peoria, Peoria Heights, 
East Peoria, Pekin, and Bartonville.) 

The roster shot photos were taken in my 
home, while the train photos were taken 
on the San Antonio Model Railroad 
Association (SAMRA) Bob Clarke Rail 
Heritage Museum layout, of which Gary 
and I are members.  I wish to thank Gary 
Brown, vice president, and other members 
for giving us permission to use the layout 
for the train photos during a non-
operating work session.   

 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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Carl’s Diesel Collection

 

 

Screen Shots from Carl’s Database.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carl Lehman’s Diesel Collection 
Diesels (1940-1959):  (x 2 or x 3 indicates the number of these locos I have) 
 NYC  S-12  DES-20  Alco black 
 P&E  SW7  DES-16G EMD black 
 NYC  RS-1  DRS-1  Alco black 
 NYC  RS-2  DRS-2  Alco black 
 P&LE  RS-3  DRS-6J  Alco lightning stripe/dark green 
 NYC  RS-3  DRS-6  Alco lightning stripe/air tank on long hood 
 NYC  RS-3  DRS-6  Alco lightning stripe 
 NYC  RS-3 x 2 DRSP-6 Alco lightning stripe/two-tone gray 
 P&E  GP7  DRS-4C  EMD lightning stripe 
 P&E  GP7  DRS-4D  EMD lightning stripe/passenger svc. 
 P&LE  GP7  DRS-4F  EMD black 
 P&LE  GP7  DRSP-4G EMD black 
 NYC  GP7  DRS-4H  EMD lightning stripe/dynamic brakes 
 NYC  GP7  DRS-4P  EMD lightning stripe 
 P&LE  GP7  DRSP-4G EMD one-of-a-kind paint scheme (5684) 
 P&LE  GP7  DRS-4F  EMD dark green 
 NYC  GP9 A  DRSP-9C EMD lightning stripe/two-tone gray 
 CUT  GP9 A  DRSP-9A EMD lightning stripe/two-tone gray 
 NYC  F3A  DCA-1A  EMD lightning stripe/passenger svc. 
 NYC  F3B  DCB-1A  EMD lightning stripe/passenger svc. 
 NYC  F7A  x 2 DFA-2C  EMD lightning stripe 
 NYC  F7B  x 2 DFB-2C  EMD lightning stripe 
 NYC  F7A  x 3 DFA-2G  EMD black 
 NYC  PA-1  x 2 DPA-2A  Alco lightning stripe 
 NYC  PB-1  DPB-2A  Alco lightning stripe 
 NYC  E7A  x 2 DPA-1A  EMD lightning stripe 
 NYC  E7B  DPB-1A  EMD lightning stripe 
 NYC  E8A  x 2 DPA-5B  EMD lightning stripe 
 NYC  E8A  DPA-5E  EMD dark gray 
 NYC  C-Liner B      x 2 DPA-6A  F-M A lightning stripe/two-tone gray 
 NYC  Erie-Built C  x 2 DPA-3A  F-M A lightning stripe/two-tone gray   
 NYC  RF-16A   x 2 DFA-8A  Baldwin lightning stripe 
 NYC  FA-1    x 2 DFA-3A  Alco lightning stripe 
 NYC  FB-1  DFB-3A  Alco black 
 NYC  FA-2  DFA-7A  Alco black 
 NYC  Erie-Built C  x 2 DFA-5B  F-M A lightning stripe  in paint shop 
 NYC  Erie-Built C   DFB-5A  F-M B black   in paint shop 
 NYC  Erie-Built C DFB-5A  F-M B black   in paint shop 
 NYC  C-Liner  DFA-6A  F-M A lightning stripe 
 NYC  C-Liner    x 2 DFB-6A  F-M B lightning stripe 
 NYC  C-Liner  DFA-6A  F-M A black 
 NYC  C-Liner  DFB-9A  F-M B black 
 
 Diesels (1960-1968): 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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Explanation of Freight Car 
Inventory Database 

Most entries are self-explanatory; 
however, I will explain a few: 

ID 

The Microsoft Access® database assigns 
this number.  Each entry is automatically 
assigned the  next higher available 
number.  I use this number as an identifier 
by placing it on the bottom of the car and 
on the box I keep the car in. 

Slogan 1 

If a slogan appears on the side of a car, I 
type it in this block.  An example is "Serves 
the Steel Centers" found on some P&LE 
box cars.  If the slogan is the same on both 
sides of the car, this is the only entry. 

Slogan 2 

On rare occasions, the slogan is different 
on each side.  If this is the case, I type the 
other slogan in this block.  An example 
would be for the CB&Q who used "Route 
of the Zephyrs" on one side of some 
boxcars, and "Everywhere West" on the 
other side. 

Trucks 

I indicate whether the car has friction or 
roller bearing trucks.  I also indicate if a 
car has one type of bearings that need to 
be changed to the other type, depending 
on the date the car was built. 

Paint 

I have two primary entries for this block.  
One is "Factory" and indicates the car was 
painted by the manufacturer.  The other is 
"CML" (my initials), which indicates I 

painted and decaled the car.  For some 
cars I also enter "Factory/Custom," which 
indicates the car was manufactured by one 
company and a different company custom 
painted it. 

Details 

This is where I enter any special 
characteristics associated with the car.  An 
example of an entry I have used is that 
some Flexi-Van cars have a steam line for 
use in passenger service, while others do 
not.  I enter this information in this block. 

Now that I have this Microsoft Access® 
database, it is easy to add cars as I acquire 
them.  In the near future I will attempt to 
copy this freight car database and modify 
it to list my locomotives. 

Look for Carl’s next article where he 
shows us some of his unique rolling 
stock. 

 

Database	  for	  Rolling	  Stock	  &	  Locos	  (Continued)	  
By	  Carl	  Lehman	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Carl	  &	  Gerhard	  Stuebben)	  
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The 2013 NYCSHS Convention is just a 
happy memory, but we thought you might 
enjoy some photos from that wonderful 
event. 

 

Poughkeepsie Station (Jeff Hand Photo) 

 

A “Walk Over The Hudson” (Jeff Hand Photo) 

 

 

A wonderful tour of the restored Grand 
Central Terminal (Noel Widdifield Photo) 

 

 

 

Pre-dinner reception (Noel Widdifield Photo) 

 

The ice sculpture at the banquet (Noel 
Widdifield Photo) 

 

The banquet tables were beautifully done and 
the meal was wonderful (Noel Widdifield 
Photo) 

 

2013	  NYCSHS	  Poughkeepsie,	  NY	  Convention	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted)	  
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The MetroNorth new Harmon shop (Noel 
Widdifield Photo) 

 

The old (NYCS) Metro North shop (Noel 
Widdifield Photo) 

 

Registration table on Friday (Noel 
Widdifield Photo) 

 

 

The “Shop for the Future” NYCSHS store at 
the convention (Noel Widdifield Photo) 

 

Metro North’s finest at Poughkeepsie as we 
wait for our train to Grand Central Terminal 
(Dick Barrett Photo) 

 

Lunch at GCT (Dick Barrett Photo) 

2013	  NYCSHS	  Poughkeepsie,	  NY	  Convention	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Noel	  except	  as	  noted)	  
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Now is the time for you to begin to plan 
for the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention.  Planning has been 
underway for several months and the 
committee is making great progress 
towards making this one of the greatest 
Conventions yet. 

Details of all the events are still being 
put in place, but the major tour has been 
set up to allow all attendees at the 

Convention to tour "The Age Of Steam 
Roundhouse".  http://www.ageofsteamro
undhouse.com/ 

 

Photo from "The Age Of Steam Roundhouse" 
website 

As details emerge they will be posted here on 
the NYCSHS 2014 Convention page.  We will 
begin to take reservations for the 
Convention soon.  You may make 
reservations at the Convention Hotel now. 
Hotel rooms are $99.00 plus about 16% 
Ohio tax for single, double or king 
rooms.  Holiday Inn Cleveland-S 
Independence. 
http://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/
us/en/independence/clein/hoteldetail. 
Mention NYCSHS when you make the 
reservations. 1-(877) 865-6578 

 Watch our website for 
details! 

 

The Kingston Model Railroad Club – 2013 
Convention Tour – Many layouts for 2014. 

2014	  NYCSHS	  Cleveland,	  OH	  Convention	  	  
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 
If you love steam (and electrics)… 

Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Order on our 
website (www.NYCSHS.net) with PayPal or 
by sending a check to: NYCSHS, P. O. Box 
130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany 

310 pages, hard cover, 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.33 state sales tax for a single volume. 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 428 
pages, hard cover, 672 illustrations.  Only 
$30 plus $10 domestic postage. Ohio 
residents include $2.33 state sales tax for 
each volume. (*Non-US postage charged at 
actual cost.) 

	  
GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.80 SALES TAX) 
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A pair of Jim’s International Hobby 
Corporation passenger cars with the re-
worked trucks. (Photo by Jim) 

I was introduced to the IHC Passenger 
Cars a few years ago.  I was quite happy 
with the appearance of these cars and 
wanted to construct a wall shelf unit 
show-casing some of the major railroad 
named passenger trains.  I loved the 
Broadway Limited Equipment and I have 
several Walthers Passenger cars.  
However, it didn’t take long for me to 
realize how much money I could save by 
purchasing IHC Cars for a special price of 
seven dollars apiece.  I quickly purchased 
an eleven-car set in NYC paint scheme that 
was very colorful and appealing to the 
eye.  All of this was excellent until I started 
to hand lay some track and began to 
wonder how these cars would roll through 
some of my newly constructed turnouts.  I, 
along with the baggage car, was quickly 
derailed both in the car performance and 
my thoughts. 

I was determined to see how these very 
light cars with their plastic trucks and 
wheels could be modified to at least 
perform well enough to stay on the rails.  I 
knew that expensive metal passenger car 
trucks were available in four wheel 
streamlined, lightweight equipment and 

six wheel trucks for some of the 
heavyweight cars.  I realized that I had to 
modify the cars to accept these new trucks.  
The added weight of these trucks along 
with the beautiful detail and spring action 
was worth the added price for me.  As it 
turned out the trucks were fairly pricey 
and it took considerable work to fit the 
trucks to the cars. They also required my 
adding truck-mounted couplers, and 
figuring out the added weight to the car.   I 
knew it would take a considerable amount 
of money and a long time to budget to 
obtain as many trucks as I needed.  
Walthers solved the problem of the high 
cost for the metal trucks for me. They 
discontinued selling these trucks anyway,  
so I had to go back to the drawing board. 

All of this required that I come up with a 
way to modify the cars using the plastic 
trucks supplied on the cars.  Using the 
methods and some new tools, it didn’t 
take very long or much money for the 
modifications. Each car then became a 
super performer helping increase my 
active passenger fleet.   

Once I started and assembled all of the 
materials, it only took about an hour to 
modify each car.  This provided a perfect 
opportunity to get some modeling done 
while watching TV.  

The first step in the modification process is 
to remove the roof from the body of the 
car.  The roof and the window glass are all 
one piece.  Turn the car over on the roof so 
the underbody is facing you.  Find the six 
plastic tabs holding the roof and inner 
glass in place.  You will find two tabs, one 
on the right side and one on the left side, 
under the trucks.  They are approximately 
halfway down the length of the truck as 

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  
By	  Jim	  Gviolante	  	  	  	  	  	  (All	  photos	  by	  Jim)	  
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viewed from the car end.   There are six 
tabs, two under each truck, and two at the 
center of the length of the car, one left and 
one right, for the total of six tabs.  Lift the 
car and do not press down on the roof 
while removing.  Carefully, use a flat 
screwdriver to press these tabs inward 
toward the car center while also pressing 
down into the car.  You have to work back 
and forth so as not to lift the roof unevenly 
and have it lodge itself into place.  Start at 
the car end, then the middle, and then the 
opposite end. Slightly wiggling will also 
help here.  Do not pry against the car sides 
in any way, either while releasing the tabs 
or trying to pry the roof up.  The material 
is very soft and you may crack or deform 
the car body.   Working slowly and 
carefully is the order of the day.  You can 
help guide the roof off by pulling and 
twisting gently side to side.   

Once the roof and window assembly is 
removed, you can turn your attention to 
the plastic trucks. A split plastic pin holds 
the truck in place.  To remove the pin on 
each truck, use a flat nose plier and 
slightly squeeze the pins together while 
pressing down from inside the body of the 
car.  The trucks should push out with a 
careful amount of force.  You will not be 
using these pins again, so you can send 
them to the parts bin.  After the 
modification of the truck, you will use a 
5/32” tube and 4-40 screw, washer, and 
nut to hold the truck and the metal weight 
in place.  You will also make a bushing to 
fit into the truck and into the body of the 
car.  The screw will fit inside the tube. 

 

While the truck is off the car, remove the 
coupler.  Hold the truck in one hand, the 
coupler in the other, and then pull apart.   

 

 

Gently, with your fingernail, pry the 
plastic wheels out of their journal boxes.  
Take a truck tuner tool and place it into 

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  (Continued)	  
By	  Jim	  Gviolante	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Jim)	  
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the wheel journal boxes in place of the 
wheels.  Apply slight inward pressure to 
the truck while spinning the tuner tool 
back and forth with your finger.  After a 
few swipes, turn it around and do the 
other journal box.  After both journals on 
one end of the truck have been re-worked, 
do the other end.   

 

 

Work out a system to remember which 
end of the journal you are cutting.  You 
might want to put the cutter tool end to 
the right first on each truck, and then turn 
it to cut the left side.  Do whatever works 
for you.  Be sure you do not remove too 
much material. On the journal end next to 
the coupler-mounting pin, you might have 

to trim the old coupler pocket to fit the 
tuner tool in place.  If this happens, use 
your angle shear cutter or any wire cutter 
to carefully cut the pin away from the 
truck.  Cut it parallel to the frame and side 
frame.  Just make two cuts to remove the 
molded pin out, leave as much material as 
possible.  I have only had to do this a 
couple of times, most of the time I could 
get the tuner in place without removing 
the pin.  

 On the leading and trailing edge of the 
trucks are plastic brakes that sometimes 
interfere with the new metal wheels.  You 
should gently bend the brake, but they 
may tear off.  I made life easier by just 
cutting them off and will restore the brake 
shoes later.   I was more concerned with 
performance at that point.  Once the 
brakes are removed you insert the new 
metal wheels.  You should then give them 
a spin to see if they are spinning freely.  If 
they didn’t continue to spin, re-cut the 
journal and try again.  I was amazed at 
how freely the wheels kept spinning after 
this was done. 

Take your 5/32” drill bit and drill out the 
pinhole in the truck.  I used a finger twist 
drill to do this, as you need to be 
extremely careful not to gouge the hole or 
deform it in any way.  Just use finger 
pressure, as only a small amount needs to 
be cut to enlarge the hole.  Do the same for 
the pinhole through the body of the car.  
Take the time to ensure that you make the 
hole straight.  Use a rattail file to just 
barely swipe the drilled hole in the truck.  

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  (Continued)	  
By	  Jim	  Gviolante	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Jim)	  
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Slide the file into the hole and once it 
becomes snug, twist the file slightly.  De-
bur the hole using a larger drill bit to make 
sure no burrs will interfere with the 
performance of the trucks’ turning 
capabilities.   

 

 

Press the 5/32” brass tubing into the hole 
in the truck and body.  A slight pressure 
might be required to pass the tube 
through, but it should work free allowing 
the truck to swivel once mounted.  Keep 
the tube flush with the bottom of the truck, 
and mark the tube flush with the car floor.   

There is a small indent in the floor of the 
car where the truck pins were.  Mark the 

tube so it is passed through the indent and 
even with the floor. Placing a flat piece on 
the floor and pressing it against the tube 
will give you an idea of how long the tube 
should be.  Most of these measurements 
turned out to be 5/16” long for the cars I 
was working on.   

 

 

The handy tubing cutter I purchased from 
Micro Mark paid for itself after the first 
car.  Once I established I was going to cut 
my tube bushing to 5/16”, the cutter 
allowed me to make numerous cuts in a 
flash.  Use a flat file to debur the tube 
being careful not to angle the tube.  Make 
the tube just a hair longer so that it sticks 
out the bottom of the truck.  Doing this 

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  (Continued)	  
By	  Jim	  Gviolante	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Jim)	  
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prevents the screw head from tightening 
on the truck that would keep it from 
swiveling.  The other end of the tube 
should be flush with the car floor and once 
the weight is installed it will be lined up 
against the bottom of the flat bar weight.   

 

NMRA AND CAR WEIGHT   

To determine the proper weight for the 
car, I used NMRA RP-20.1. To find the 
optimum weight of a given car, select your 
scale and find the "Initial Weight". Then 
take the "Additional Weight" and multiply 
this by the number of actual inches in the 
length of the particular car. Add this 
weight to the "Initial Weight" for the total 
Optimum Weight of the car. In HO, a 6-
inch car should weight 4 ounces. That is a 
1-ounce minimum plus 1/2 ounce per inch 
of car. 1 + 3 = 4 ounces. 

The IHC passenger cars are approximately 
eleven inches long.  The weight for the car 
should be the initial one-ounce plus one-
half ounce per inch.  So, the eleven-inch 
car gives you five and one half ounces for 
the car length plus the one-ounce for a 

total of six and one half ounces for 
optimum performance on these cars. 

To obtain the proper weight for the cars, 
cut two pieces of the bar stock to three 
inches in length.  These will be the weights 
to go above each truck on the floor of the 
car.  Debur the bar stock.  I left enough 
space for any emergency coupler repairs, 
so I measured about 3/8” from the inside 
end of the car to the front edge of the bar 
stock.  Measure down the center, length 
wise on the bar stock and cut it to three 
inches, and also mark the centerline.  Then 
measure 1 3/8” from the end of the bar 
stock and place a mark on the centerline.  
This is where you will drill the hole for the 
truck mounting screw to pass through.  
Once the hole is drilled, debur the hole.  
Insert both weights with the truck screw 
now passing up through the hole you 
drilled and place the nut on the screw and 
tighten finger tight for now.   

Take the car with the trucks and weight 
installed, roof assembly, couplers with 
screws and nuts and coupler pockets and 
weigh all of it.  You should come up to six 
and one half or seven ounces.  If you are 
over the weight, file down one weight at a 
time, constantly weighting as you go. A 
grinding wheel or sanding disk will make 
the work a lot easier.  Always wear eye 
protection when using power equipment.   

I have read that some modelers will go one 
half ounce lighter than NMRA practice so 
they can run more cars.  They say that as 
long as each car is the exact same weight 
they have no problems forward or reverse.  

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  (Continued)	  
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I plan on running fourteen of these cars, 
usually pulled by three powered diesels.  I 
do have some steamers from BLI that can 
also handle the entire train with each car 
close to seven ounces. 

I didn’t install the couplers during the 
process of getting the car weight correct as 
I didn’t want to break them, but I included 
the couplers and mounting hardware in 
the weight analysis.   

I like the #14 whisker coupler by Kadee.  I 
don’t have to play around with the brass 
spring inside the coupler box risking 
crushing it and find it is much easier to 
place a whisker in the box.  I purchase the 
bulk pack #148 which has twenty-five 
pair, medium shank couplers.  I always 
check Walthers and Micro Mark Factory 
Direct Trains and host aof other suppliers 
for their sales; this way I can stock up. 

 

 

Materials List 
TOOLS: 
 Jeweler’s Tubing Cutter     #84515  Micro-Mark     $20.95 
 Angled Micro Shear             #80334  Micro-Mark     $19.95 
 Trip Pin Plier                         #80600  Micro-Mark     $12.35 
  HO Truck Tuner               #82838  Micro-Mark      $12.55 
 NMRA Track &Wheel Gauge#80752  Micro-Mark       $18.50 
 Zona 4-in-1 Saw Set             #82980  Micro-Mark      $9.35 
 Cut-Off Saw or Hack Saw 
 Pin Vice 
 Kadee Coupler Height Gauge  #380-205 Walthers $6.45  
  Small Postal or Food Scale 
  Flat File 
 
SUPPLIES: 
 1” x 48” Flat Bar Stock #306994216 Home Depot $2.18                       
 Coupler Mounting Boxes with Lids#83701  Micro-Mark  $6.15 
 Kadee Knuckle Couplers         #84232  Micro-Mark  $43.15 
 No. 14 Whisker Type (148 Bulk)               Bulk Package of 25 
 Kadee 36” Ribbed Back Wheels#380-521  Walthers $11.35  
 5/32” Dia. Brass Tubing 
 5/32” Drill Bit  
 #2-56 Drill Bit and Tap  
 #2-56 Screw Washer Nut Set  
 #4-40 Screw Washer Nut Set  
 .060” Black Styrene Sheet         #83479 Micro Mark  $8.68  

 

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  (Continued)	  
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The Micro fastener web site is 
www.mircrofastners.com located in 
Lebanon, NJ.  This offers an inexpensive 
way to build up a supply of hardware for 
modeling use.  I use the stainless steel 
screws washers and nuts.  You may use 
whatever you choose.  I keep a supply of 
00-90, 0-80, 1-72, 2-56, 3-48, & 4-40 nuts, 
washers, and screws in various lengths. 
Most packages have a count of 100, 
compared to purchasing five screws for an 
outrageous price.  I use mostly round head 
screws myself.  You can also purchase taps 
and dies from this company, along with 
tools like miniature wrenches and socket 
sets.  

I purchase bulk brass tubing from 
Walthers, that are probably the best prices 
for what I need.    
 
BULK QUANTITY HARDWARE 
 
MICRO FASTENERS 
WWW.MICROFASTENERS.COM 

Lebanon, NJ  08833   800-892-6917 

 

                            

 

Your Modeling Committee has 
Been Very Busy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So What is Next for You? 

If you had a choice of the next model for 
us to offer, what would it be? 

So far everything has been in HO-scale 
because we know that a bunch of you 
model in that scale. 

How many of you model in other scales? 

Z? N? S? O? or 1/29? 

Let us know your scale and let us know 
what you think would make a good 
model for the NYCSHS to offer. 

Remember it has to make business sense 
and it should be something that is not 
currently or recently offered. 

I can’t be something that some 
manufacturer is currently contemplating. 

Send your scale and your suggestion to: 

NYCSHS@comcast.net 

There will be no answers back, we are 
just taking an unofficial poll. Also, no 
promises.  Let us hear from you today! 

IHC	  Passenger	  Car	  Modification	  (Continued)	  
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Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

Manhattan’s Greatest Train Yard  #3 By Ron Parisi     

 

Kyle Coble Tries 3-D Printing                   

           

Kyle Coble wrote an article for us in the 3rd Qtr. 2011 issue on his building of a Big Four boxcar.  
Now he is making them with the newest technology.  Look for more from Kyle in the next edition. 
(Photo by Kyle) 

Ron has written about Manhattan’s greatest trainyard over the last several editions and will 
continue that series in the next one.  But Ron is also a modeler of boats and this is one of his 
favorites.  Ron has two loves: the NYCS and boats. (Photos by Ron) 
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Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

Larry Faulkner Loves NYCS Structures 

 

Larry Faulkner has written two great articles on NYC towers and has promised us one on these 
circuit breaker houses.  He will be teaming up with our resident engineer, Manuel Duran-Duran who 
will do the drawings for his regular feature on these interesting NYC structures.  Larry will do an 
article on building them for his railroad. 

Allen Hinck’s NYC’s Harlem & Putman Divisions 

 
Allen Hinck’s Alco #9633 on the Saw Mill Branch line.  He promises an article in the future. 
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Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

More Photos from the 2013 NYCSHS Convention 

 

NYCSHS members wait for the train at Poughkeepsie.           Dick & Cathy Barrett did a great job setting up the convention. 

 

Directors Darwin Simonaitis & Rich Stoving present books to members who traveled far or have 
made major contributions to the Society.  All photos on this page provided by Dick Barrett. 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS. 

We really do need your help to keep all of this going.  A lot of work is 
being done by a very few members right now.  We have needs for 
articles and photos for this magazine.  We have needs for help on the 
Modeling Committee.  We need some people to work with us on the 
Membership Committee.  I could use some help working on the 
NYCSHS Facebook page, the NYCSHS website, and the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group site. 

I know you are busy. We all are busy, but all it takes is a few hours a 
month to help us out.  People who are just as busy as you are doing all 
of this.  They just believe that the Society is a priority to them. 

Why not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that 
is really worthwhile.  Just do it!!! 

Watch the website www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

As we travel through the summer, the NYCHS would very much like 
to include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
Oct. 2013 edition.  You should be doing a lot less of model railroading 
during the summer months, and we know that you may not be 
building models and running your railroads because you will be 
spending most of your time outdoors. If you are building things for 
your railroad or running your trains, this would be a good time to take 
some photos and do an article for us.  Even if you don’t feel you can 
write an article, just send us some photos of your layout.  We need 
them for all of our publications, but to make the next one, send them to 
us by Sep. 1, 2013.   

Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net       

Are You Helping the NYCSHS Improve?  
   Preview Of 3rd 

Quarter 2013 
issue 

 

Kyle Coble is a big fan of the 
CCC& StL or Big Four, as it 

was known.  He will be 
telling us about how he is 
using 3-D printing to help 

him model some of that 
railroad’s rolling stock. 

The next issue will have another of 
the series by Ron Parisi.  This one 

will be on “The Lighterage System”. 

Also expect to see an article on 
Circuit Breaker Houses by Larry 

Faulkner  
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Look for a Circuit 
Breaker House 
drawing from 

Manuel Duran-
Duran in the Oct 

2013 edition. 

  

 




