
 

NYCentral Modeler         3 rd Quarter 2012 

lorem ipsum issue #, date 

            Vol. 2 Issue 3 

 

When I was asked to do an article, I decided that I could do several articles of interest to the readers.  
So this article is really an overview and in the following articles I will explain my concept and 
execution of my work to make the railroad recreate the look and presence of the NYC from 
Rensselaer to Schenectady, New York with special emphasis on the NYC’s Union Station in Albany.  
The railroad is set in the 1948 – 1952 era and models the steam to diesel transition that took place 
during that time frame.  I have a lot done and have a lot to do, and I will share all of that with you 
over the next few issues.  (Article continued on page 16.) 
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New York Central System Historical Society 
 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 
Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. Only  

available to members, each 
issue contains a wealth of 
information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branch line 
to mainline, and from the 
early days of Vanderbilt to 
the waning months of 
Young and Perlman, the 
Central Headlight covers it all. 
Our Annual Meetings are 
also an event not to be 
missed, focusing on the 
preservation of New York 
Central railroad history with 
informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all, so don't delay, 
join today! 

 

Board of Directors 

R.J. Barrett, C.J. Beargie, P.T. 
Carver, J. Epperson, T.R. 
Gerbracht, J. Hands, S.H. 
Lustig, R.C. Schiring, D. 
Simonaitis, R.L. Stoving, J.C. 
Suhs, N.F. Widdifield 

Directors Emeriti: A.K. Bush, 
J.W. Mills, J.P Quinlivan 
(Founder) 

Editor:              Noel Widdifield 

Asst. Editors:  Tom Bailey 

  John Martin 

Proof Editor Julie Sanders 

Associate Editor   Jim Benedict 

The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee    

Last year following the 2011 NYCSHS Convention, the Board of Directors came up with the idea of 
having an official committee that would focus on modeling of the NYCS.  We asked for volunteers 
among the members and selected a group to work on this effort. 

The members of the committee are: Ron Parisi, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, Pat Livingston, Ralph 
Schiring, Tom Ball, Jeff English, Noel Widdifield, Dave Staplin and Rich Stoving.  

Since then we have set up a Yahoo Group for the committee and had a meeting a month to work on 
several projects.  We started this magazine, added a considerable amount of reference material to the 
NYCSHS Members Yahoo Group files section, are finding speakers on modeling for the 2013 
Convention, and created a CD with materials on “anning” a booth at train or model shows. 

We are working on several other interesting projects that we will be revealing soon, but if you have 
some ideas for us, contact us at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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“Come on up!”  Those words were sweet music to my ears some sixty-odd years ago.  I was staring 
up at the cab of a K-11 Pacific in the small yard in Dumont, New Jersey, on New York Central’s River 
Division. The hostler, working in the cab, saw me; he extended the invitation with a friendly wave of 
his hand, and moments later I was in my own private heaven, standing on the deck of a living, 
breathing steam locomotive. 

If you have been enjoying the many fine articles that have appeared in the several issues of this 
electronic magazine, but are not yet a member of the New York Central System Historical Society, I’d 
like to extend an invitation to you to “Come on up!”  I’d like you to experience all that our Society has 
to offer. 

“What,” you might ask, “is that?”  Well, camaraderie for one thing.  As a member of the NYCSHS, 
you’ll be able to log on to the Society’s members-only chat room and engage in the lively discussions 
that are always going on about the history, equipment, facilities, or operation of the New York 
Central.  And you’ll be able to attend our annual conventions held each year in a different city once 
served by the NYC.  Our most recent convention was in Elkhart, Indiana, and featured a 50-mile 
private train ride behind a 100-year-old steam locomotive fitted with a whistle that once proclaimed 
the progress of J-1b Hudson 5346.  Our next convention, to be held on April 26 – 27, 2013, will be in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the opening of Grand Central 
Terminal.  Tours of Grand Central and of Metro-North’s new Harmon Shop Complex are planned. 

A one-year membership will also bring you four copies of the Society’s highly acclaimed print 
magazine, Central Headlight.  This quarterly is chocked full of articles that recall the history, 
equipment, facilities, and operation of one of America’s greatest rail systems.  Many of the articles are 
by former employees of the New York Central, so if you’re serious about modeling the NYC, the 
magazine will provide you with the kind of information you will need to “get it right.”   

At the risk of sounding like a TV huckster, I’ll make you a deal.  Just email me your name and 
address, and I will mail back to you, free and with absolutely no obligation, a copy of one of our 
recent issues of Central Headlight.  After reading it, I’m sure you will want to become part of one of 
the fastest-growing railroad historical societies in America – the New New York Central System 
Historical Society.       

  

Richard L. Stoving  

President, NYCSHS 

stoving@ptd.net 

Come On Up!      By President  R. L.  Stoving 
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From the Cab  The NYCentral Modeler 

This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the 
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – all rights 
reserved. It may be reproduced for personal 
use only. It is not for sale. 

Articles and photos submitted for publication 
are encouraged.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative.  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted for 
publication. 

Please contact the editor for information and 
guidelines for submission.  We have a style 
guide to be used for all articles and this will 
be sent to any aspiring author.  Photos should 
be submitted at not less than 640 X 480 pixels 
and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements 
and opinions made are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all 
information is technically correct, but do not 
guarantee it for accuracy.  All articles and 
photos should be sent to: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

We had a wonderful Convention in Middlebury 
and Elkhart, Indiana, last month.  For those who 
couldn’t be there we are featuring the layouts that 
were open for tours this year. 

At the Convention, I talked with many of our 
members who expressed their appreciation for our 
renewed focus on modeling.  I met with several of 
our younger members who were very enthused 
about the Convention and about meeting people 
who had worked on the railroad they love to model. 

I continue to receive compliments on the quality of 
the articles we are publishing.  Those of you who 
have contributed and are contributing are 
complimented on your work.  As I say each month, 
we need to continue to receive articles in order to 
keep the quality of our publication this high. 

I wish I could speak with each of you who model 
the NYCS.  If I could, I would tell you that each of 
you have something to share with us.  It doesn’t 
matter if you haven’t progressed very far with your 
railroad, if you collect and don’t have a layout, if 
you are new to the hobby or the NYCS; we would 
like to hear from you.  We can help you with your 
article and photos.  We need you. 

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS Publications and Information 
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@pdt.net  NYCSHS Books: www.nycshs.org  

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org      

NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht trg6000@roadrunner.com  

NYC Passenger Car Information:  Dave Mackay mackdave@optimum.net 

NYCSHS NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

New York Central Extra Board 
Read About Our Authors 

          Alan Bell “Modeling the New York Central in Albany” - Page 1                  

  

 

 

 

 
 

Otto Vondrak   “An Interview with Otto Vondrak” - Page 31                  

 

 

 

Title Photo (Below) “Engine Crew 
Dispatcher Springfield, [Ohio] 3-22-50” 
NYC Photo NYCSHS Collection 

Growing up in New York alongside Erie Lackawanna tracks, and 
later in Vermont, Alan was never able to witness the New York 
Central in operation.  His exposure to model railroading began as 
most young boys with a Christmas gift of a Lionel train set.  
Trains in 0-27 led to HO scale and several practice layouts during 
the teenage years.  An interest in astronomy and telescope 
making laid model railroading dormant for many years.  
Completing his Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering in 
1984 from Clarkson University, Alan moved to Indiana to pursue 
a career in the design and manufacturing of spaceflight weather 
observing instruments. 

After the marriage to his wife, Carolyn and the birth of their son 

and daughter, his interest in model railroading was reignited.  The purchase of a ¾” scale 
live steam Hudson kit began Alan’s researching of the New York Central.    Completion of 
an addition paved the way for basement rights and the start of a serious HO scale model 
railroad.  The operational complexities of Albany Hill, the modeling challenges of Albany’s 
Union Station, Rensselaer engine facilities, West Albany shops, and Hudson River scenery 
led Alan to select this portion of the New York Central to model.  Alan has been a member 
of the New York Central Historical Society since 2002.  Alan’s photo above by Esther Bell.) 

Otto Vondrak, 35, was born in the Hudson Valley and raised in 
Westchester County, New York. He developed an interest in trains 
at an early age, thanks to encouragement from his father and 
frequent trips to New York City. Otto attended Rochester Institute 
of Technology where he studied graphic design and fine-tuned his 
interests in railroading. He is a co-founder of the RIT Model 
Railroad Club and an active member of the Rochester & Genesee  

Railroad Museum. He is also active in the NMRA, the NRHS, several museums, tourist 
railroads, and historical societies. In 2011, Otto joined the staff of Railfan & Railroad magazine 
as an associate editor. To see more of Otto's portfolio, visit his personal web site at 
www.ottovondrak.com or his work at www.railfan.com.  Otto’s interview reveals more of his 
career and modeling activities.  Otto is a major contributor of time and technical expertise to 
the Society in his role as Webmaster of the NYCSHS website. 
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New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Jim Six “Modeling the NYC Michigan Division – Part 2  - Page 39 

      
Jim was born August 13, 1948, in northern Ohio near the 
B&O, NKP, and NYC rail lines. The NYC is one of Jim's two 
favorite railroads, the Atlantic Coast Line being the other. Jim is 
fortunate enough to remember the last of steam power on the B&O, 
NKP, and NYC.  
At age 15 the family moved to central Florida where Jim lived for 

for the next 17 years before returning to Ohio.  Jim is a 1977 graduate of the University of Central 
Florida and has completed graduate studies in physics, engineering, and mathematics from 
Bowling Green State University, Toledo University, and Baldwin Wallace College. Jim worked in 
the nuclear power industry for twenty years before taking early retirement but soon returned to 
work as a structural and manufacturing engineer. He is presently working as a manufacturing 
engineer during the day and is a professor of Engineering for Purdue University evenings. Jim is 
also president of the NMRA Michiana Division, Midwest Region.  This is Jim’s second article in 
the NYCentral Modeler, and he opened his home layout for tours at the 2012 NYCSHS 
Convention.  He also made a presentation on Friday evening at the Convention.  

Ron Parisi “NYC’s West Side Freight Line – Part I” - Page 49 

 

Ron returns to the NYCentral Modeler with the third article on the NYC West 
Side Freight Line story. In this issue he brings us the details of this interesting 
part of the NYCS in New York City. This article sets the stage for some further 
coverage of Ron’s favorite part of the NYC and the modeling of the New York 
City buildings that Ron is famous for creating. We look forward to Ron’s 
continuing saga of the West Side Freight Line stories. 

Tom Bailey “Kitbashing HO NYC Steam Locomotives – Part 2” - Page 62 

Tom Bailey is one of our Assistant Editors and continues with his second 
article for us on kitbashing HO locomotive models to make them accurate 
models of the NYCS.  He lives in Campbell, Texas, a long way from any of 
the NYCS territory.  He is camera shy, so we have no photo to include. 
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O Scale: 

• MTH’s RailKing 3-Rail E8 A-B-A set 
with Proto Sound 3.0 and DCS and an 
un-powered B-unit in the Cigar Band 
paint scheme have an ETA of 6-28-12. 

• MTH’s RailKing 3-Rail Bay Window 
Caboose with lights in Jade Green 
shows an ETA of 6-28-12. 

• MTH’s RailKing J-1 Hudson No. 5275 
with Proto Sound 3.0 has an ETA of 
10-30-12. 

• MTH’s RailKing PA-1 A-A set with 
Proto Sound 3.0 and the PB-1 un-
powered B-unit in Two-Tone Gray 
show an ETA of 10-28-12. 

• MTH’s P&LE 5-car 70ft. Passenger Car 
Set, 70ft. Ribbed Sleeper/Diner, 70ft. 
Ribbed RPO, and 70ft. Ribbed 
Baggage/ Coach Set have an ETA of 
10-28-12. 

• MTH’s 4- and 2-car Madison sets and 
an individual 60ft. Madison Coach 
should be available 11-28-12. 

• MTH’s Rugged Rail 4-car O-27 
Streamlined Passenger Car Set (White) 
ETA is TBA. 

• Bachmann’s Williams 3-Rail EMD 
GP30 with sound. Estimated 
availability is 11-30-12. 

• Atlas will have a model of the 1937 
AAR 40ft. Double-Door Boxcar in Jade 
Green at a future date TBA. 
 

 

HO Scale: 

• Walthers existing stock of 1948 
Twentieth Century Limited cars will 
be discontinued when sold out.  
There is special sale pricing on the 
existing inventory while it lasts. 

• Walthers 85ft. Budd 46-seat Coach 
and 46-seat smooth-side Commuter 
Coach, 10-6 Sleeper, Diner, 
Slumbercoach 24-8 Sleeper, Pullman 
Standard 48-seat Diner, and 10-6 
Sleeper that are currently in stock 
are to be phased out. 

• Walthers Proto Limited Edition 
USRA 0-8-0 Switcher is estimated to 
be available by 12-28-12.  They are 
taking advanced reservations at this 
time.  There will be two engine 
numbers with sound and DCC, and 
another two numbers for standard 
DC.  (Also see page 13) 

 
 

• Walthers Proto 50ft. AAR Single-
Door Boxcar in Jade Green is 
expected to be available with two 
car numbers by 6-28-12. 
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• Walthers Proto 1000 RDC-1 Coach 
and RDC-3 Baggage-RPO-Coach 
should be available as a limited run 
with real metal finish by 6-28-12. 

• Walthers Mainline 40ft. 50-Ton Drop-
Bottom Gondola with two car 
numbers has an ETA of 12-28-12 

• Atlas Trainman Offset-Side 2-Bay 
Hopper with Flat Ends and two P&E 
car numbers in the Boxcar Red paint 
scheme is expected by 7-30-12. 

• MTH will be offering sets and 
individual cars for the 1938 and 1940 
Twentieth Limiteds. There will be a 5-
car set of the RPO, 
Dormitory/Lounge, Diner, 17-
Roomette, and Observation Car.  
Another two sets will consist of 10-5 
Sleepers and 13-Bedroom cars with 
different car names.  The 4-4-2 
Sleepers are to be offered 
individually.  Except for the 1940 10-5 
Sleeper/ 13-Bedroom sets, no 
estimated date has been set for them 
to go on sale.  The aforementioned 
two sets have an ETA of 6-28-12. 

• MTH will also be offering the 1941 
Empire State Express.  There will be a 
5-car set consisting of Baggage, 
Parlor, Diner, Coach, and Observation 
cars.  There will also be a Parlor and 
Diner set.  The Baggage-Tavern-
Lounge “Grover Cleveland” will be 
offered separately.  There is no ETA 
yet on either of these. 

• MTH GP-35 with Proto-Sound 3.0 
and DCC is expected on 9/28/2012. 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
         By Jim Benedict, Associate Editor 

N Scale: 

• Walthers Proto Limited Edition 
USRA 0-8-0 with two road numbers 
and DCC ready is expected on 12-28-
12. 

• Model Power Heavyweight 
Observation Car is currently in stock. 

 

 
 
 
• Intermountain’s Centralia Car Shops 

85ft. RPO in pre- and postwar paint 
schemes is in stock. 

• Atlas Trainman 50ft. Flatcar with two 
24ft. Piggyback Trailers and two car 
numbers should arrive by 7-30-12. 

Z Scale: 

• Micro Trains Pacemaker Boxcar Four-
Pack coming August 2012. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
NYCentral Modeler          3rd Quarter 2012 
 9 

 

 

Noel Widdifield provided all of the information from this page 
and the following six pages for “What’s New for NYCS 
Modeling”. 

HO Scale Details and Accessories  
 
Bowser assorted details. Snowplow for 
second-generation diesel locomotives, $4.95. 
Alco sand filler hatch (two-pack), $2.95. 
Three-cluster m.u. hoses (two pair), $4.70. 
Leslie S3L three-chime air-horn, $3.75. 
Hood side-mount bell, $3.75. Canadian 
Pacific diesel pilot, $2.95. Nathan M3HE 
three-chime air horn, $3.75. Nathan K3L 
three-chime air horn, $3.75. Nathan K5h 
five-chime air horn, $4.25. Canadian 
National or BC Rail snowplow (plastic), 
$2.95 each. Canadian cab high-mount bell, 
$3.75. Cab ground lights (four-pack), $3.95. 
Bowser, 570-368-2379, www.bowser-
trains.com 

 

Nathan three-chime horn. 

Bachmann Alco RS-3  N Scale 

Introduced in 1950, the all-purpose, 1600-
HSP RS-3 diesel locomotive had the stamina 
and strength for freight and passenger 
service yet was agile enough for yard work. 

With its rugged, dependable design, it’s no 
wonder that many of these versatile RS-3 
locomotives are still working today on short 
lines, tourist lines, and hauling freight. Now 
in N scale, Bachmann’s DCC-equipped 
model adds digital control and versatility to 
your stable of locomotives.  

Features include: 
·     DCC-equipped for speed, direction, and 

lighting 

·     dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder  

·     eight-wheel drive 

·     precision can motor  

·     dual precision-balanced brass flywheels  

·     die-cast chassis  

·     fine scale handrails  

·     blackened nickel silver wheels 

·     detailed exhaust stack and fan 

·     machined brass worm bearings  

·     prototype-specific headlights  

·     NMRA wheel profile 

·     E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers  
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Bluford Shops, LLC  N-Scale 

New York Central Transfer Cabooses. 
NYC’s Despatch Shops built this group of 
150 cabooses beginning in 1966. Running 
boards were still standard equipment at 
this time. They were painted Century 
Green with the cigar band logo. They were 
used all over the 11,000 mile New York 
Central System. 25010 New York Central 
#18060 $36.95; 25011 New York Central 
#18087 $36.95. 

New York Central Woodchip Service 14-
Panel hoppers. NYC developed this style of 
70-ton hopper in the mid-50s and 
continued to buy and build them into the 
1960s. During the 60s, a portion of the fleet 
received these special markings and were 
assigned to woodchip service. The timber 
industry had begun using chips to make 
particle and chipboard several years before 
but purpose-built large capacity 
“woodchip cars” were still relatively rare. 
By assigning certain hoppers to this service 
NYC avoided the frequent cleaning that 
cars from coal, coke and aggregate service 
would require before hauling woodchips. 
This run will be available in 6 road 
numbers and include “chip” loads. 14251 
New York Central woodchip service single 
car $21.79; 14252 2-Pack $43.58; 14253 3-
Pack $65.37. 

Bachmann Alco 2-6-0 – HO Scale 

 

The Alco Moguls could go as fast as 70 MPH, 
and were used for both light freight and 
passenger service. This 2-6-0 model is at home 
on mainline and branchline railroads alike. 
DCC- and sound-equipped Alco 2-6-0 includes 
a Soundtraxx sound package with authentic 
prototypical chuff, short and long whistles, bell, 
and blow down. With sound. New York Central 
no. 1908. Bachmann # 51802. 

Accurail, Inc.  40-foot swing-door steel reefer 
HO scale 

 

8300 Series 40' Steel Refrigerator Cars 
$15.98 Retail       Built 1956 

This new kit from Accurail is a one-piece plastic 
body with a diagonal panel roof, sub-sides and 
ends. Almost all of the parts are separate plastic 
castings.  The grab irons and ladders are cast 
on.   
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Walthers  

Budd Passenger Cars 

 

46-Seat Coach  #932-15105 

 

 

Diner  932-15126 

Pacific Series 10-6 Sleeper 932-15145 

Slumbercoach 24-8 Sleeper  932-15165 

 

• Roadname-Appropriate Smooth or Fluted 
Sides 

• Full Interior 

• Car Number Decals 

• Proto MAX™ Metal Knuckle Couplers 

New Post-50s Paint Schemes 

Walthers Mainline 

40’ 50-Ton Drop Bottom Gondola 

 

New York Central #349695 
Walthers Part # 910-5659 

New York Central #349748 
Walthers Part # 910-5660 
HO scale, $19.98, not currently in stock at 
Walthers, Expected 28-Dec-2012 (Limited 
Run) 

Atlas Trainman HO 1937 AAR 40’ Boxcar Kit 

 

The 1937 AAR Box Car is widely recognized 
as the first standard freight car design to be 
voluntarily adopted by the majority of 
railroads throughout the United States.  

The 1937 AAR Box Car also had many 
features that became standard on boxcars for 
years to come, including dreadnaught ends, 
straight panel roof and an inside length of 40’ 
6”. They had an interior height of 10’ with a 
3700 cubic foot capacity. With only a few 
variations built, this design helped the 
industry realize the economic advantages of 
freight equipment standardization; a concept 
that continues into the modern era. 

MSRP $13.95 Undecorated MSRP: $10.95 
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InterMountain HO 

10’6” Modified 1937 AAR Boxcar 

 

 

 

 

New York Central Jade Green with Cigar 
Band Logo.  Metal wheelsets and Kadee 
couplers.  Expected release in Oct 2012.  
MSRP $31.95 

InterMountain Railway Company HO & N 
Scale 

53.6” AAR 70-Ton Flatcars 

 

Molded and wire details. HO model 
equipped with laser cut wood decks metal 
wheel sets and Kadee couplers. N scale 
equipped with Micro-Trains trucks & 
couplers.  Reservations due by Jun 2012 and 
available Dec 2012/Jan 2013. 

InterMountain Railway Company HO 

450 Cubic Foot Rib-Sided 3-Bay Hopper 
(P&LE) 

Features accurate painting and lettering, 
etched metal roof walks, wire details with 
metal wheels and Kadee couplers. 

MSRP $32.95 Due in Jul/Aug 2012 

InterMountain HO 

USRA Composite Gondolas  

Michigan Central  

Accurate painting and lettering with metal 
wheels and Kadee couplers.  MRSP $31.95 Due in 
Jan 2013. 

P&LE Historical Society 

1979 P&LE Waycars  HO & N Scales 

The P&LE’s subsidiaries purchased several 
cabooses from the Union Pacific in 1969 and they 
were brought to the P&LE between 1979 and 
1981.  The society is using Intermountain 
Railway’s CA-3 cars with appropriate paint and 
graphics for the Y&S, PC&Y and Montour 
railroads offerings.  Expected deliver Dec 
2012.Prices are: HO - $49.95, N – 29.95 plus tax & 
shipping from the website: 
http://www.plerrhs.org/ 
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True Line Trains 

4-Axel C-Liners 

 

New features will include (but aren't limited 
to) New US road names, numbers, and 
U.S.A. correct side frames, grilles, and 
correct paint. Also new motor, ESU DCC 
sound and speaker. 

The new 4 AXLE C-Liners will be available 
in DC or DCC (featuring ESU sound and 
motor control) later this year.   
 

Release - Mid to late 2012 

$164.99 DC    279.99 DCC Sound with ESU 
LokSound Decoder 

http://www.truelinetrains.ca/locomotives/
ho---fm-c-liners 

Walthers HO Scale 0-8-0 

New York Central #7818 
Walthers Part # 920-67119 
HO scale, $299.98, Expected: 28-Dec-2012 

(Limited Run)  

* Limited Edition - One Time Run of these 
road numbers!  
 *Loco & Tender Electrical Pickup & Traction            
Tires  
 *Weighted for Maximum Tractive Effort 

 

Operating cab windows, detailed cab interior,  
tender coalbunker style appropriate to road.  
Slow speed less than 3 Scale MPH, and Proto 
MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers.  

By 1917, the arrival of larger and much 
heavier freight cars had pushed most 0-6-0 
designs to their limits. Realizing that railroads 
needed bigger and more powerful switchers 
to handle these modern cars, the United States 
Railroad Administration (USRA) developed 
plans for an all-new 0-8-0 for the railroads.  
  
Up-to-date in all respects, these big switchers 
were the equals in power of many road freight 
locomotives from just a few years earlier! 
Unlike some USRA designs, the 0-8-0 was well 
liked by the railroads that received it; 175 
were completed before government control 
ended.  
  
But the 0-8-0's ultimate success came in the 
years that followed as the USRA design was 
eventually copied by 35 different roads. In 
fact, the last new steam locos built in the US 
were a series of 0-8-0s, constructed by the 
N&W in 1951-53 that followed the general 
outline of the decades-old USRA design! 
  
By 1917, the arrival of larger and much 
heavier freight cars had pushed most 0-6-0 
designs to their limits. Realizing that railroads 
needed bigger and more powerful switchers 
to handle these modern cars, the USRA 
developed plans for an all-new 0-8-0.              
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Up-to-date in all respects, these big 
switchers were the equals in power of many 
road freight locomotives from just a few 
years earlier! Unlike some USRA designs, 
the 0-8-0 was well liked by the railroads that 
received it; 175 were completed before 
government control ended in 1920.  
  
But the 0-8-0's ultimate success came in the 
years that followed as the USRA design was 
eventually copied by 35 different roads. In 
fact, the last new steam locos built in the US 
were a series of 0-8-0s, constructed by the 
N&W in 1951-53 that followed the general 
outline of the decades-old USRA design!  

 Weaver Models – O-Scale 

 

40' Woodside Gondolas are Ready-To-Run 
and Feature: • 1/4" Scale Dimensions • 
Your Choice Of 2-Rail or 3-Rail, 
Operational On 0-31 Curves, Weighted 
Car Built From Prototype Blue Prints, 
High Impact Styrene Body, Painted With 
Durable Scalecoat Paint, 4 Different Road 
Numbers • Scribed Wood Grain Details, 
Individually Mounted Brake Wheel, Self 
Equalizing Free Rolling Trucks, Equipped 
with Die Cast Trucks & Couplers.  
Approximate Car Dimensions: Length10½ 
" • Height 1⅞" • Width 2½" $47.95 Each 

2-RAIL w/ DIE CAST TRUCKS & 
COUPLERS $47.95  

www.weavermodels.com 

CH&R Structures Unlimited HO Scale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The newest kit is the XO Tower in 
Mechanicville, NY. This is the first kit to 
feature our own window and door design and 
laser cut acrylic brickwork. It features a 
lighted train order signal mast and our usual 
through instructions. For this tower they were 
able to interview Tom Rhodes who worked 
the Tower in the late 60’s and early 70’s. They 
also were able to obtain some of master 
photographer Jim Shaughnessy’s photos for 
inclusion in the instruction manual. 

This kit is currently in production with a 
planned release for late May 2012 and is 
available for pre-order on our website for 
76.95 plus shipping. 
http://www.chrstructures.com/ 

 

J-3 5435 on # 472 taking water at Muncie, IN, Apr 
1953. (Jeremy Taylor Photo, NYCSHS Collection) 
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Magazine Articles about the NYCS 

Railroad Model Craftsman April 2012 pp. 
54-59 

“Charlie Crawford’s NYC Adirondack 
Division” by David Butts and Charlie 
Crawford 

Charlie’s article is about his NYC 
Adirondack Division layout set in the 1920’s 
in HO scale.  His layout is certainly different 
from most NYCS layouts in that it models a 
type of railroading where the locos are 
Consolidations, Moguls, Ten-Wheelers, and 
Mikados and the rolling stock is much 
shorter than that found in most NYC layouts.  
The basement layout is made up of a series 
of modules and several permanent sections 
that allow him to take parts of the railroad to 
events and then return them to his basement 
for running there. 

Railroad Model Craftsman April 2012 pp. 93 
“Editor’s Notebook”  “Cocoa Beach 2012” 
by William C. Schaumburg 

There is a photo of NYCSHS member Ray 
Wilcox’s NYC United States Mail Railway 
Post Office car #4867 modeled in HO for the 
Cocoa Beach Prototype Rails annual event.  It 
is a kitbashed Walthers Trainline model. 

Classic Trains Summer 2012 

“E-unit Diesel Star of the Streamliner Era 
E-units A to 9” by Preston Cook.  “Martin 
Blomberg, Streamliner Designer” and 
more.  Most of the issue is devoted to the 
complete history of the EMC/EMD E-Unit.  
There are several photos, references and 
statistics about the E-Units and good 
coverage of those purchased by the NYCS. 

 

 

 

Books on the NYCS 

Railroads Over Time, Metro-North’s Hudson 
Line, Poughkeepsie to Osawana By Tom 
Panettiere 

A softcover book with 270 color and B & W 
images showing NYC, Penn Central, Conrail, 
Amtrak and Metro-North in the lower 
Hudson River Valley.   Depot Square 
Publishing - $39.95 

www.depotsquarepublishing.com 

Corrections to Last Issue 

We wouldn’t be doing our job if we didn’t 
make a few mistakes, but this time we left 
you hanging in our bio of Andy Szabo.  We 
told you, “In the interest of full disclosure, 
Andy does admit to a short, misguided 
period when he………….” 

We should have finished that sentence with 
“…when he modeled the Pennsy.”  Kind of 
shocking for us NYCS fans, but at least he 
finally saw the light and joined us. 
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South of Rensselaer Yard, Hudson J-1e 5343 
thunders through the interlocking plant of Signal 
Station 98 as it heads east towards New York City.	  

I am not of the age that I could have once stood 
on the platform and listened to the harmonic 
pulse of a Hudson locomotive’s air pump.   To 
hear the hiss of the steam from the 
locomotive’s cylinders and the first chuffs of 
the exhaust must have been a wonderful 
experience.  I can only image the wonderful 
cacophony of sounds surrounding a passenger 
standing on the platform of a busy union 
station.   The city sounds muffled by trains 
arriving and departing, steam locomotives’ 
whistles blowing and bells clanging.  It is this 
bygone era that inspires me to model the New 
York Central‘s Union Station in Albany, New 
York. 

The goal of my model railroad is to recreate the 
New York Central in look, but more 
importantly the physical presence of this 
mighty railroad.  The groomed multi-track 
mainline, cantilevered signal bridges, heavy-
duty girder bridges, massive engine facilities, 
signal stations, and the Great Steel Fleet ruled 

the day.  The era modeled is the steam to diesel 
transition, circa 1948 to 1952.  The challenge, 
recreate the physical infrastructure that made 
the New York Central a prominent Class 1 
railroad of this era.    

The primary emphasis of my modeling is 
operations.  It is also to state that when this 
model is complete, it will be fully scenic.  
Operation is the play and the model railroad is 
the stage.  The stage, in HO scale, is nineteen 
miles of New York Central mainline tracks 
running between Rensselaer and Schenectady.  

	   	  
Map of Mohawk Division. 

I was deliberate in modeling a short distance of 
prototype railroad in order to have the model 
train lengths appear believable.  Passenger 
trains average ten cars with cities large enough 
to engulf the trains.  Distance between cities is 
sufficient to facilitate the illusion of travel.   
The modeling focuses on the physical plant of 
the railroad and the cities, through which the 
New York Central passed, with muted 
emphasis on the	   rolling hills of the Mohawk 
and Hudson valleys. 
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Modeling the New York Central in 
Albany 

By Alan Bell  Photos by Alan 
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Eastbound Niagara S-1b 4026 glides into 
Schenectady Union Station for an on-time arrival.  
Next stop will be Albany Union Station. 

I am often asked, “Why Albany?”  It is the 
natural geography of the Hudson River that 
sets the stage for what trainmen both loved 
and loathed at Albany.  As the New York 
Central’s advertising department always 
reminded the public, the railroad was the 
water-level route.  Four-track main following 
the Hudson and Mohawk River basins 
between New York City and Syracuse.  
However a steep 1.63 percent grade at Albany 
bringing trains in and out of the Hudson River 
tested railroader’s skills.  The grade was so 
encumbering to railroad operations that the 
New York Central ultimately reroute freight 
operations in 1924 with the installation of 
Selkirk Yard several miles south of Albany.  
After Selkirk Yard’s installation the	  majority of 
freight operations would bypass Albany.  But 
by no means was Albany dormant.  Passenger 
operations, milk, mail, express, and Pacemaker 
fast freight still plied the tracks of Albany.    

 

Passing the double slip switch NYC 687 returns a 
sleeper back to the coach yard.  The coach yard is 
located adjacent to Albany Union Station. 

The perfect cast for model railroad operations. 
The HO layout is built in a medium-sized 21-
foot by 22-foot basement and is a point-to-
point construction with staging at both ends.  
To achieve a 270-foot (actual) dual-track 
mainline run, the layout is double deck.   The 
towns of Rensselaer and Albany occupy the 
lower level (41 inches above the floor) and the 
towns of West Albany and Schenectady are on 
the upper level (59 inches above the floor).  A 
2.0 percent helix, representing Albany Hill 
connects the two levels.    All track work is 
hand laid that commenced in 2000 and 
completed in 2011.  The mainline is code 83 rail 
on 8.5 inch (scale) spaced ties, with yards and 
sidings using code 70 rail on 12.5 inch (scale) 
spaced ties.  Although very time consuming, 
installing hand laid track allowed the 
installation of the complexities associated with 
terminal operation -- primarily Albany Union 
Station and supporting signal stations (towers). 

Modeling the New York Central in Albany (Continued) 

By Alan Bell  Photos by Alan 
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NYC E7  4030 drifts passes Albany Union Station’s 
coach yard as she heads west towards Syracuse.  
Below, switcher 687 crosses the Delaware and 
Hudson railroad at the Livingston Avenue 
diamond. Note Alan’s hand laid code 70 track.	  

The basis of the layout’s overall track plan was 
the book titled Trackside in the Albany, N.Y. 
Gateway authored by Mr. Len Killian and the 
late Mr. Jim Odell.  The detailed track work 
was guided by a set of Mohawk Division track 
and signal diagrams.  Invaluable in my 
research was viewing photos of Albany and 
West Albany from the private collection of 
NYCS Historical Society member Mr. Richard 
Barrett.  Several summertime visits to the 
Albany area helped to acquire a “walking” 
appreciation for the topography and 
relationships of Albany Hill with respect to 
Albany Union Station, the two swing bridges 
(separate freight and passenger) crossing the 
Hudson River, the yards in Rensselaer, and 
Schenectady.  

 

NYC E7 4030 traveling west on track 1 readies to 
assault the 1.63% grade Albany Hill at Signal 
Station 1.  In the distance leading a freight train, 
Mikado H-10b 2390 on track 4 will soon cross the 
Hudson River via the Livingston Avenue freight 
bridge heading east into Rensselaer Yard. 

To fit within the confines of the real world 
basement, selective compression is utilized.  
For example, only six of the ten passenger 
platform tracks of Albany Union Station are 
modeled.  Several key static elements of the 
prototype are recreated as signature modeling 
vignettes. 

• Rensselaer engine facilities (coal dock 
and round house) 

• Signal Station 99 (Boston and Albany 
diamond) 

• Maiden Lane Passenger Bridge crossing 
the Hudson River 

• Albany Union Station (elevated tracks 
and coach yard) 

• At-grade Delaware & Hudson tracks 
serving Albany Union Station 

• Bull Run Yard in Albany (New York 
Central Freight House, team tracks and 
Railway Express building) 

• Signal Station 1 at the base of Albany 
Hill (four track main) 

Modeling the New York Central in 
Albany  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell  Photos by Alan 
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Looking over the RIP tracks of Rensselaer Yard we 
see Alco RS-1 8101 ready to pass under the home 
signal of Signal Station 99.  Signal Station 99 
controls the diamond for the Boston & Albany 
tracks leading to Springfield, Massachusetts. 

 

Signal Station A guards the eastern end of Albany 
Union Station.  EMD E7 4026 is departing east on 
track 2 for New York City and Alco S1 switcher 687 
is spotting the business car Detroit. 

	  

Looking over the coach yard into Albany we see 
D&H 3023 working the Albany Coal Company.  
NYC 687 prepares to spot Railway Express Agency 
cars into Bull Run Yard. 

There are several other elements that I strive to 
replicate on my railroad. 

• West Albany Shops (mainline passenger 
tracks 1 and 2 running south of the 
erecting shops) 

• Signal Station 7 at Carman (cut-off to 
West Shore Railroad and Selkirk Yard) 

• Signal Station 8 at Schenectady 
(elevated tracks at Schenectady Union 
Station) 

• Mohawk River Bridge 

	  

Hudson J-1e 5398 heads west crossing Erie 
Boulevard on the edge of Schenectady.  	  

Modeling the New York Central in 
Albany  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell  Photos by Alan 
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These modeled vignettes come to life with the 
passing of trains.   The majority of trains 
traversing the layout are passenger, 
complemented with a variety of freight trains.   
In keeping with the time period, circa 1948-
1952, steam locomotives still ply the high iron 
but are sharing duties with an ever-increasing 
number of first-generation diesel units.   As 
with the modeling of the motive power, the 
passenger car pool also reflects the post-war 
modernization.  The once ubiquitous 
heavyweight coaches are replaced with 
Pullman-Standard smooth side and corrugated 
stainless steel Budd passenger cars. True to the 
prototype, milk trains are comprised in good 
quantity of the New York Central style milk 
cars.  Mail trains consist of Railway Post Office 
cars, baggage and express cars.  And express 
trains run the pool of Railway Express Agency 
express cars.   Lastly, freight trains consist of 
all types of cars built before 1950. 

 

Alco 687 works the New York Central Freight 
House located adjacent to Albany’s Bull Run Yard. 

Every good book or movie has a good 
storyline.   I feel the same applies to a good 

model railroad.  A well scenic model railroad is 
transformed into a believable visual experience 
with a well-choreographed flow of trains.  
New York Central Employee Timetable No. 69 
(effective Sunday, April 30, 1950) provides the 
storyline.  Even as passenger service was on 
the decline in 1950, a steady parade of trains 
entered and exited Albany Union Station.  Just 
as selective compression was used to model 
the Albany scenes, so was the prototype 
schedule selectively compressed.  In the early 
morning visitors see the eastward passage of 
the Greet Steel Fleet traveling to New York 
City and Boston and the departure and arrival 
of commuters into and out of the Albany 
capital district.  By mid morning, westbound 
trains from New York City pass through Union 
Station in route to Buffalo, Cleveland, and 
Chicago.  Throughout the morning mail trains 
terminate and depart from the United States 
Postal Office adjacent to Albany Union Station.  
Passenger service quiets by noon as milk trains 
with empties come from New York City. In the 
evening the Greet Steel Fleet returns 
westbound to Chicago and milk trains rush to 
New York City for morning delivery.  

 

Soon passengers will step foot onto the platform of 
Albany Union Station.  Eastbound Hudson J-1e 
5343 crossing over Livingston Avenue passes the 
home signal of Signal Station B. 

 

Modeling the New York Central in 
Albany  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell  Photos by Alan 
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As on the prototype the majority of the freight 
bypassed Albany. Instead it routed through 
Selkirk Yard to avoid West Albany Hill.  
Although a few dedicated freight trains did 
service Albany directly, bringing merchandise 
and fresh produce into the capital district.   
Also, the New York Central’s premiere 
overnight Pacemaker Fast Freight service 
between Chicago and New York City routed 
specifically through Albany to avoid any 
delays that may be encountered at Selkirk 
Yard.  This modest freight service intertwined 
with the scheduled passenger trains generates 
sufficient rail traffic to recreate the busy 
terminal operations of Albany. 

 

In the foreground locomotives NYC  7340 and 620 
drawing switching duty at Rensselaer Yard.  In the 
background, westbound E7 4020 pulling passengers 
will soon arrive into Albany Union Station for an 
on-time arrival. 

As stated in the introduction, the principle 
objective of this model railroad is to recreate 
the physical presence of the New York Central 

railroad circa 1948-1952 in Albany, New York.  
This article provides an overview of the model 
railroad.  In following articles I will explain in 
detail, the methods to selective compression of  
the timetable, track plans, and signature 
structures to recreate Albany and Schenectady. 

• Modeling New York Central Employee 
Timetable No. 69 

• A Busy Day at Albany Union Station 
• Hosteling Locomotives at Rensselaer 

Engine Terminal 
• Signal Station 1, Battling West Albany 

Hill 
• The Bridges of Schenectady  

 

Having just departed Albany Union Station NYC 
4030 is heading westbound for Syracuse.  Looking 
over the coach yard we see the Freight House crews 
busy loading cars. 

The development of my model railroad is the 
collection of many contributors’ inputs a great 
many of them New York Central Historical 
Society members, which I greatly appreciate.   

 

 

Modeling the New York Central in 
Albany  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell  Photos by Alan 
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The New York Central System Historical Society 
held its annual meeting and convention in 
Middlebury and Elkhart, Indiana, on May 4 – 6 

this year.  It was a great convention and included 
layout tours on Friday, May 4.  This article 
provides a chance for those of you who didn’t 
attend, to see those layouts.  We will also take a 
quick photo tour of the layout and railroad model 
collection at the National Museum in Elkhart.	  

 
Jim Six is no stranger to most of you and began 

modeling in HO scale in 1958.  His modeling has 
been featured in the NYCentral Modeler in our 1st 
Quarter 2012 edition, and he has an article in this 
edition as well. 

 
He is currently working on a replica of the NYCS, 
Michigan Branch and shared that layout with 
many of the attendees at the convention.  Take a 
look at his layout in the early stages of 
construction. 

 
Jim Six explaining his layout to Chuck Beargie, 
NYCSHS Director.  (Photos of Jim’s layout by Noel 
Widdifield) 

	  

	  
Some of the unfinished areas on Jim’s layout show 
off his building modeling skills. Jim was one of the 
speakers at our evening event at the Convention.	  

	  
	  
	  

New	  York	  Central	  System	  
Historical	  Society	  

2012 Annual Convention 
Layout Tours 
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Jim is in the midst of changing his layout to reflect 
the NYC in the 1940’s from his previous era of the 
1950’s.  His layout was nearly set up with bench 
work, roadbed, track and some scenicing complete.  
He had many of his excellent buildings on display 
for us along the railroad.  There were many of his 
detailed rolling stock and locos present as well. 
Jim answered questions and pointed out many of 
the things of interest on his railroad while we were 
there.   
His layout was closest to the Convention and 
attracted many of our members. 

NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 
Layout Tours (Continued) 
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The Elkhart Model Railroad Club is a 55-year old 
group.  It is located in a building not too far from the 
Norfolk Southern mainline through Elkhart.  The club 
has two different layouts, in N scale and HO scale. 
(Photos of Elkhart Club layouts by Noel Widdifield) 
 
The N-scale features a double-track main in spacious 
figure eight and is 17’ X 19’.  It has a large number of 
industries and scenery that would be found in 
Northern Indiana.  

 
The Elkhart Model Railroad Club is located a short 
distance from the National NYC Museum and offered us 
snacks while we visited. 

 

 
 

 

 
The N scale layout was operating, but had 
no one manning it when we visited. It 
appears that the main focus has been on the 
HO layout, with the N scale one slowly 
being developed. 

 

NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 

Layout Tours (Continued) 
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The Elkhart Model Railroad Club HO scale layout 
measures 25’ X 48’ and models a mainline Class-1 
railroad with midwestern industries and scenery.  It 
depicts the timeframe from the 1980’s to 2005 and has 
a large number of NYCS locos and passenger cars on 
the day we visited.  It is DigiTrak controlled and is 
used by the club members for regular operating 
sessions.  They use computer generated switch lists 
and consist planning.  There were several of the 
members operating the HO layout and they had 
drinks and snacks for us.   

 

 
 
 

 

 
The HO layout was running with several operators 
and although the club runs with several different 
railroads, they had it up and running with all NYC 
loco’s and cabooses for our visit. 
 
 

 

NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 

Layout Tours (Continued) 
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The HO portion of the layout provided us with 
numerous opportunities for watching NYC passenger 
and freight trains running through a variety of areas.  
The members of the Elkhart club provided us with 
lots to see and much to talk about. 
 
Bob Olson lives in South Bend, Indiana, and had 
two layouts open for the Convention attendees.  
(Photos of Bob’s layouts by Chuck Beargie.) 
 
Bob has an O scale traction layout set in New 
York City and the open country of eastern 
Pennsylvania.  His layout has excellent scenery of 
the city and country and shows off his fine 
collection of traction models. 

 
His outdoor railroad is an 18’ gauge trolley 
representing New York City’s Third Avenue 
trolley line and is built on his five acres of land.  
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NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 

Layout Tours (Continued) 
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Bob’s traction modeling provided a different view of 
model railroading to many of our members.  His 
indoor HO traction layout is not completely 
finished, but his models and buildings are beautiful. 

 

	  

 
Bob’s outdoor 18’ gauge trolley was of great interest 
to those who made the trip to see his trolley 
layouts. 
 
St. Joe Valley Model Railroad Club’s layout is 
a fictitious standard gauge railroad bridge route  
 

NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 

Layout Tours (Continued) 
 

running between Indianapolis and Evansville, 
Indiana. 
 
It is done in the 1950’s and is a double-track walk 
around design and features over 450 linear feet of 
mainline trackage, yards, and branch lines. Also 
present are passing sidings (capable of holding 30- 
to 40-car trains), a large division yard, dual hidden 
staging yards, and an enclosed helix. An eight-
track, 14-foot “stub-end” passenger yard and a 
new engine facility. While the emphasis is on real 
railroads that would have been native to the area, 
the SJVRR provides connection and running rights 
for neighboring railroads and allows occasional 
running rights for the members “home” flags. 
Much of the layout is finished with towering 
bridges, hand-painted buildings, rock 
outcroppings, and hundreds of hand-built trees.  
 
The SJVRR utilizes a NCE Digital Command 
Control (DCC) system and each locomotive is 
equipped with a miniature decoder with its unique 
address. This system eliminates block-wiring and 
allows simultaneous running of hundreds of 
locomotives.  

 
This is a photo of one of the mainlines at the club. 
(Photo from the St. Joseph Model Railroad Club 
Website) 
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A row of company houses on the Club’s layout. 
(Photo from the St. Joseph Model Railroad Club 
Website.) 
 

 
NYCS steam on the Club’s layout. (Photo from the 
St. Joseph Model Railroad Club Website.) 
 
Jerry	  Macri’s	  Pennsylvania	  Railroad	  	  
This	  layout	  is	  an	  HO	  scale	  standard	  gauge	  set	  in	  South	  
Central	  Pennsylvania	  in	  the	  1950’s	  –	  1960’s.	  

	  

 

NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 

Layout Tours (Continued) 
 

It	   is	   nearly	   finished	   with	   scenery	   on	   most	   of	   the	  
layout.	   	   It	   includes	   over	   14,000	   trees,	   a	   drive-‐in	  
movie,	   and	   the	   town	   of	   Ironton.	   	   There	   is	   an	  
extensive	  steel	  mill	  complex	  with	  smokestacks	  that	  
actually	  smoke	  and,	  of	  course,	  the	  Horseshoe	  Curve.	  	  
The	  layout	  is	  60’	  x	  110’	  and	  is	  impossible	  to	  capture	  
in	  photos.	   	  Although	   it	   is	  a	  Pennsy	  theme,	   it	  was	  a	  
very	  remarkable	  layout.	  
	  
 

	  
	  

Rich & Nancy Stoving check out Jerry’s layout as 
they head for the Horseshoe curve. (Photo by Chuck 
Beargie) 
 

	  

	  
Almost 14,000 trees is a lot of tree, but makes for an 
impressive layout. (Photo by Chuck Beargie) 
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A long view of the steel mill and foundry complex.  
(Photo by Chuck Beargie) 

 

 
A close-up of the mill area shows the smoke from 
the smokestacks. (Photos by Chuck Beargie.) 

 

 
The power generation plant on Jerry’s layout. 
(Photo by Chuck Beargie.) 
 
Jerry’s layout is very impressive and  
although it represents the PRR the Society 
Members who visited were awed by the 
detail.  

 
The PRR K-4 Pacific decorates the center of the 
bend at the Horseshoe Curve on Jerry’s layout.  
A perfect end to a perfect day of tours, even 
though it is not a New York Central layout. 
(Photo by Chuck Beargie.) 
 

 

NYCSHS	  
2012 Annual Convention 

Layout Tours (Continued) 
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Otto Vondrak is the volunteer Webmaster for 
the NYCSHS and provides us with many of the 
graphics used in our advertising and 
communications with members. I first met him 
on the Internet as I was beginning to develop 
the concept that led to the first NYCentral 
Modeler. 

I thought that our readers might enjoy hearing 
a little about the guy who is responsible for a 
lot of things within the NYCSHS and who 
makes sure that the NYCentral Modeler is 
posted on the website for all to read. 

I spent a little over an hour with Otto talking 
with him about his career, his support to the 
NYCSHS, and his hobby interests.  

 

Otto, will you tell us a little about your 
childhood and growing up and when you first 
remember being interested in trains? 

“I grew up in Katonah, New York, in 
Westchester County about 41 miles north of 
New York City. I grew up along the Harlem 
Division, although when I knew it, it was 
known as the Harlem Line, and it was being 
operated by Conrail. That is now Metro-North.  

 
Metro-North at Scarsdale, NY - A set of new 
Bombardier M7 MU cars arrives in Scarsdale, 
New York, on December 10, 2010. 

“And that is my first memory of trains. I 
remember seeing the trains come through town 
and that was how my dad got to work. I also 
remember my first train ride being on Budd 
stainless steel coaches being pulled by FL9’s. 
Having that experience and being in Grand 
Central Terminal had a very big impact on me. 
I remember when I was five years old; my dad 
got me a train set. That Lionel train set kind of 
snowballed into where I am today with trains. 

So you got started with a Lionel train set. 
How did things go from there as far as your 
interest in trains? 

“Dad helped me set up a train board for the 
Lionel set and at some point I got hold of Model 
Railroader at my school library. After seeing 
what scale model railroading was all about, I 
told my dad that I wanted more realistic trains. 
It wasn’t too long before an HO train set 
appeared, and I played with that for a few 
years. I even built a very small layout in my 
room. I never really had a large layout. My first 
one was about 4’ x 6’. I built a 4’ x 8’ one when 
I was in middle school and then when I was in 
high school, I built another 4’ x 8’ one in my 
dad’s workshop in New York City.  

“After building several layouts and reading 
about railroads in books and magazines, I 
became enamored with the steam era on the 
New York Central and started collecting locos, 
cars, and equipment that replicated that era. 
The last layout I built was a fictional branch 
line of the NYC that was a sort of 
interpretation of the Catskill Mountain Branch 
in 4’ x 8’. 

“After that I went of the Rochester to pursue a 
degree in graphic design at Rochester Institute 
of Technology, and when I got there, I looked 
around and decided that it was a really good 
environment for a model railroad club since 
the school was primarily an engineering and 
art school.  

NYCSHS Webmaster  
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“At the beginning of my sophomore year, I got 
some other people together and we formed the 
RIT Model Railroad Club (www.ritmrc.org). 
Sixteen years later it is still going strong. 

 

Two Geeps lead a long eastbound freight 
through the Red Onion section of Rochester, 
New York, on the RIT Model Railroad Club's 
Rochester & Irondequoit Terminal Railroad. 

“We have an annual train show and are in the 
process of designing a new model railroad. 
Even though I am no longer living in 
Rochester, I am still pretty active with the club 
and that is pretty much the history of my 
model railroading. Since I now live in an 
apartment, I really don’t have room for a 
model railroad, so the few days I spend up in 
Rochester is when I work on some scenery or 
scratchbuild a couple of structures, or do some 
painting and weathering on some cars. That is 
about the extent of my model railroading 
today.” 

That is pretty neat that you have been able to 
stay involved in the Club even though you no 
longer live there. 

“It is an interesting group, and I have a lot of 
friends up in Rochester. An outgrowth of the 

model railroad club was that we got involved 
with a local railroad museum that is only five 
miles from the campus.  

 

R&IT 7416 spots a covered hopper on Brewery 
Track 1 at Genesee Beer & Ale in downtown 
Rochester. 

“I started going down to the Rochester & 
Genesee Valley Railroad Museum and 
bringing my friends. For a lot of my friends, it 
was the first time they had been around full-
sized trains. This turned into a great experience 
and we all became very active in the museum 
over the years. Some of my friends have since 
become officers and trustees of the 
organization and continue to recruit other 
young people as well. 

Tell us about your roles in the NYCSHS. 

“I have been helping Rich Stoving for a 
number of years. I have done a bunch of little 
jobs like redesigning the membership form or 
making an ad for the Central Headlight for one 
of his book projects.  

“About four or five years ago, I helped Bill 
Strassner redesign the NYCSHS website 
(www.nycshs.org). At the time it was not much 
of a resource for the members. So it became my 
biggest project. We rebuilt it so that it had a 
more modern look and feel and it was much 
more useful and user friendly for our 
members. 

NYCSHS Webmaster (Continued) 
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A pair of R&IT switchers prepare to cross the 
spindly trestle near High Falls in downtown 
Rochester, while a CSX train rolls west over 
the falls on the old Water Level Route. 

“The website is now regularly updated with 
articles, photos, and news about the society 
and our members. So my primary job has been 
to keep the website running behind the scenes 
and updating it with new information and 
activities. 

“I have been a member of the Society for a 
number of years and find it a good resource for 
modelers and for searching out information for 
historians as well. I find the collective 
experience of our members is a very valuable 
resource, since many of them were employees 
of the NYCS.  

“I find my biggest challenge is to translate all 
of that valuable resources that we have 
available and show people how to access it on 
our website. I think we have really been doing 
a better job of that this last year.  

“The NYCentral Modeler is a very good resource 
for reaching out to the modeling members. We 

have also been able to keep members up-to-
date with when the next issue of the Central 
Headlight is coming out. We are providing 
contact information about our editors so that 
people can reach out directly to them when 
they are seeking information. We are also 
letting people know what books and drawings 
we have available. 

“When I go out on the road to train shows, I 
try to find ways to promote the Society and 
make connections with other Societies and like-
minded groups. I feel that my job is to make 
the Society visible to not only members, but 
also the public at large.  

“I find it interesting that a lot of people don’t 
understand that the railroad is a property that 
goes through a lot of owners over the years. So 
many people looking at one of the routes today 
don’t understand that the NYC operated that 
railroad in the past. So they have no idea that a 
piece of track was once operated by New York 
Central, Penn Central, Conrail, and now CSX 
or Norfolk Southern. This means that we 
cannot take it for granted that people today 
know that there was once a New York Central 
Railroad. I think that may be the biggest 
roadblock we are coming upon, with trying to 
get people interested in the Society. The fact 
that the New York Central existed is easy for 
those of us who lived through all of the 
changes, but someone who hasn’t probably has 
no idea about the New York Central. So it is 
our job to help someone like that be able to 
relate back to a railroad that existed many 
years ago but is still in existence today under 
another name.” 

Tell us about your education and career. 

“I majored in graphic design at Rochester 
Institute of Technology and learned the 
principles of topography, layout, design, and 
color and also took a lot of printing courses.  I 
am a big believer that you need to understand 

NYCSHS Webmaster (Continued) 

Otto Vondrak 



 

 34 NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2012rd Quarter 2012 

the printing process if you are going to really 
understand the design process. I was always 
interested in magazine design and advertising 
design and I had a lot of professors who 
exposed me to lot of resources at the RIT 
campus. I was fortunate to have great 
professors who encouraged me along the way. 

“I also minored in history since I always had 
interest in American history about how things 
were and how things are today. I think it is 
very important to understand the correlation 
between the two. There are reasons why things 
are how they are today.  

“I have been interested in topography and 
graphic design since I was a little kid. My mom 
was a graphic designer. She was also trained as 
an architect, an interior designer, and a 
sculptor. My mom dabbled in a lot of types of 
art, and a lot of that rubbed off on me. I 
developed an interest in photography on my 
own. That causes me to kick myself because 
RIT has an excellent photography school, and I 
never set foot in a photography class there.  

“I also found a lot of internships on my own. I 
worked with a graphics design company in 
New York City. Working with a small design 
firm really helped me figure out what I wanted 
to do when I graduated. 

 

“As for my career, I started as a web developer 
for Frontier Telephone of Rochester, then 
worked for Rochester Magazine until it folded. I 
did freelance work for a couple of years, 
including writing a number of articles for 
Railroad Model Craftsman. In 2002, I took a job 
with Snapple in their packaging department. 
During this time I had continued to do some 
side work for RMC. I later took a job with 

Westchester Magazine and Hudson Valley 
Magazine as a production manager for a few 
years. Following that I worked for a small 
advertising and marketing agency in 
Connecticut. 

“In 2009 I was hired by Carstens to rebuild all 
of their websites, including their on-line 
bookstore. After managing all that part-time, 
Carstens brought me on full-time in January 
2011. My official title is Associate Editor for 
Railfan & Railroad. I am responsible for all of 
their websites as well as helping to produce the 
digital editions of our magazines.  I also 
represent Carstens at train shows around the 
country and am responsible for a lot of their 
advertising and marketing. So I wear a lot of 
hats for them. It’s been a lot of fun and they 
provide me with great opportunities!” 

 
This was the first run of the restored Hickory Creek 
observation car on the rear of Amtrak 287.  A scene 
often repeated during the heyday of the Twentieth 
Century Limited.  

What role do you see railroad historical 
societies playing in model railroading? 

“I think that they should play a large role in 
model railroading. Modelers are not sure what 
resources are available to them from the 
societies. They simply don’t know that there 
are photos, drawing archives, diagrams, paint 
chip formulas, and track plans available. So 
they don’t know why they should join these 
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Societies. They probably think that because 
they weren’t employees or a railfan, they see 
no value in joining. This is not just true for the 
NYCSHS, but also most societies. 

“However, many of the other societies are 
more visible because they engage in more 
model railroad activities. For example the New 
Haven Railroad Historical & Technical Society 
offers a book of paint chips, data plan books, 
lettering diagrams, and they work with model 
manufacturers to make sure that models 
accurately represent the New Haven Railroad 
equipment. Many other societies do the same 
thing and that benefits the hobby in general. 
They reach out to the manufacturers as 
resources to be drawn upon and improving the 
quality and accuracy of the models for the 
hobbyist as well. 

“There are also opportunities in the world of 
railway preservation. Volunteers working on 
full-size equipment are in many ways like 
modelers. We are fabricating components, 
matching letter styles and paint just like a 
modeler does with a scale car. So many times 
you see restored equipment with the wrong 
color paint, lettering or components. The 
restoration is only as good as the data available 
to the restorers. The societies can help with 
these restorations just as they can help with the 
models.”  

“Many modelers just learning about the New 
York Central ask, ‘How do I model a typical 
NYC branch line freight train?’ or ‘What was 
the typical consist of the 20th Century 
Limited?’ or ‘What kinds of engines typically 
ran on the Big Four?’ I think the NYCSHS 
would do well to help educate modelers about 
some specific operations and offer some 
guidelines for convincing models, and in the 

process teach them how even ‘typical’ trains 
were not always so typical. 

How have the Internet, Facebook, Twitter and 
Google chat sites impacted on the print model 
railroading magazines? 

“I think at the end of the day they are all going 
to work together. They are all tools. Although I 
grew up with the Internet, I didn’t use it the 
way kids do today. As a young train 
enthusiast, it was years before I realized that 
there were others out there let alone that there 
were magazines about trains. In my day you 
went to the library and looked up information 
in books or on microfilm. Today, because of the 
Internet, a young person can find out about 
operations, rosters, locations of sidings, signal 
rules, a lot of other things because this info is 
widely available online. You can find the 
information and/or reach out to people with 
similar interests thanks to various web sites 
and discussion groups. 

“This is a type of communication that we 
haven’t had before and with all of this 
information available you don’t have to wait 
for a magazine article to come out, you can just 
publish it on your own website or blog or 
photo gallery or what have you. The more 
tools we have for sharing information, the 
better. 

“A lot of people complain that this is causing 
the information to be published for free and 
this will cause the print publications to go out 
of business.  

“You may see fewer and fewer print editions 
produced, but I don’t think they will ever go 
away. 

“If you have walked into a Barnes & Noble 
lately and looked at the magazine section you 
will be amazed at the number of publications. 
Publication has become so inexpensive that 
more niche publications have emerged. This is 
because computers have played a big role in 
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modern publishing. Because the entire 
workflow is digitized, this same info used to 
print a magazine can go right to a digital 
version to be ready online. Smart publishers 
use all of the tools available to reach more of 
the potential audience. 

 “Of course, advertising supports publications, 
and the digital extension is a boon to 
advertisers. This gives the products additional 
exposure. The ad in a print magazine is 
exposed only to the people who read that 
magazine. You place that same ad in the digital 
edition, it reaches many more people and the 
ad can contain a link for the product. That 
allows the reader to immediately read more 
and perhaps purchase the product and that 
really benefits the advertiser.” 

What do you see for the future for model 
railroading growth? 

“I think that every few years we have the same 
discussion where we set off an alarm that the 
hobby is dying. I have a large library of back 
issues dating to the 1940s. I read an article in 
and old Model Railroader from 1955 or 1956 
where there was this big debate about whether 
injection-molded plastic kits were going to kill 
off the hobby. The hobby now depends on 
injection-molded plastic models to survive. 
Then I was reading that slot cars were going to 
kill off the hobby in the 1960’s. Slot cars have 
regressed into a sort of hobby of their own and 
trains are still here.  In the 1970’s and 80’s, it 
was video games that were going to replace 
trains. 

“Video games found their place and our hobby 
is still strong. (In fact, some people use 
computers to build and operate virtual model 
railroads). I think that what freaks people out 

the most is that as we keep advancing there are 
more and more distractions for young people. 
That then makes people believe there will be 
no time for hobbies if you are a busy and active 
young person. 

“At the same time, these young people have 
more disposable income than I did growing 
up. I am only 34 and things are a little 
different. Kids today have no problem going to 
a hobby shop and plunking down $150 for a 
top of the line Atlas locomotive. What most 
people forget is that you really don’t get 
serious about this hobby until you are in your 
30’s. You are free from school commitments; 
you have a career, maybe started a family and 
have a house. Once you get settled, you are at 
that point you can embark on filling that 
basement with a model railroad.  

 

A Geep pulls a freight past the waiting platform on 
the R&IT layout. 

“I used to run a railroad discussion board 
online where we had young people posting 
their elaborate track plans, telling how they 
were going to fill up the basement with trains 
and so on. I’d ask them how old they were and 
if they intended to fulfill all these plans before 
they graduated high school. I think this causes 
a lot of frustration with younger folks as they 
see a lot of great modeling going on around 
them, and they want to be part of it. They tend 
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to compensate for that by buying expensive 
models so they can show those off and 
‘belong.’ They don’t realize they have a whole 
lifetime ahead of themselves to enjoy this 
hobby. Every generation has its distractions, 
but people keep coming back to the hobby of 
model railroading.” 

What are your plans for your future in model 
railroading? I know that you don’t have your 
own layout at home, but are very actively 
involved in the RIT layout. What are the plans 
for that, and how will you be involved? 

“Our club layout is not that large. It was 
profiled in the October 2006 issue of Railroad 
Model Craftsman. The Rochester & Irondequoit 
Terminal is a 10’ x 25’ layout with a staging 
yard in a separate room. It is a decent sized 
layout, but the room we work in is oddly 
shaped. There isn’t a square corner in the 
place. The current layout is about years of 
experience trying things and learning about the 
area. It is based upon Rochester and the 
surrounding areas. The new members, who are 
there now, weren’t there when we built the 
current layout and they don’t understand how 
it came about. We try to explain it to them. 
There are many drawbacks about the current 
layout, but there are also many good things 
about it.  

“What we are going to do is keep the R&IT 
concept and keep the railroad based upon 
Rochester and the surrounding areas. The 
problem is that some of the new members 
don’t have the prospective to understand what 
we would like to do. Some of the old members 
will have a great discussion about modeling 
something and the new members won’t 
understand or have experience with the 
prototype.  

“We have been discussing the concept of a 
double-decked layout and there have been a 
lot of voice for and against. We have also 
talked around the concept of John Armstrong’s 
mushroom. There are a lot of options we are 
discussing. I think the biggest problem is that 
some of our newer members see the potential 
of a big empty room and that our club has a 
big bank account and they just think that the 
bigger the better. 

 

A GP-9 leads a local freight into the Red Onion, 
passing the Edward Vondrak Furniture Finishing 
building. Otto built and named the building for his 
late father who helped him get into the hobby of 
model railroading. Though sharing similar names, 
Otto is not directly related to the Ed Vondrak who 
designed many track plans over the years for 
Railroad Model Craftsman and Model Railroader, 
and is quite alive and well! 

“One of the drawbacks of the current layout is 
that there is a lot of hidden track. It is basically 
a double-decked layout that is all on one deck. 
The main line takes three laps around the room 
and we hid those laps with some view blocks 
and hidden track. We disguise the different 
levels so that it is not apparent that the train is 
passing through the scene more than once. 
This allows a longer of mainline run, but the 
drawback is there is a lot of hidden track. So 
one of the objectives is to reduce a lot of the 
hidden track. 
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Have you ever modeled any NYC equipment or 
structures? 

“Indirectly yes. There was the old Alexander 
Scale Models kit of a Michigan Central freight 
house. I built a couple of those and detailed 
them. I once had a NYC commuter train on the 
layout, and it was probably the most minimal 
effort I have ever done. All I did was take three 
Athearn heavyweight coaches and painted 
them dark Pullman green with a black roof. I 
put the yellow Gothic lettering on them and 
had them pulled by a NYC RS-3. It was a good 
low-cost stand-in. I have done a few things 
here and there. I have drawings for some 
Harlem Division stations I’d like to build 
someday, including my hometown of Katonah. 
I haven’t done much for the NYC lately. My 
interest has drifted into the late ‘70’s and early 
‘80’s. I have gravitated to that era because so 
much of the industry was in transition. There 
was much of the old and new on the railroads 
during that time. I find that to be a very 
interesting era. 

“I also am interested in branch lines of the 
New York Central, specifically the Putman 
Division (which I co-authored a book about in 
2008) and the Catskill Mountain Branch. 
Everyone thinks of the New York Central as a 
big mighty four-track main between New York 
and Chicago with huge streamliners. All of 
that is very great to see but hard to model. 
There is something very appealing about 
scaling it down to a little branch line where 
you get to enjoy all of the aspects that make the 
NYC great, but in a more manageable size for 
modeling. That said I have seen some very 
good layouts that have modeled the NYC main 
line. 

Is there anything else you would like to talk 
about before we close? 

“I think we have pretty well covered 
everything. I am a fan of the New York 
Central, and particularly its passenger and 
suburban operations. 

“Growing up in New York I am very used to 
seeing commuter trains. Somewhere along the 
way I started collecting timetables and noting 
the differences in services offered over time. 
For instance, the schedules published for the 
Harlem Division suburban trains (Form 113) 
were different from the full schedule to 
Chatham and North Adams (Form 112). I have 
been doing research on other schedules that 
the NYC considered to be suburban that were 
not in the New York City area. For example the 
Adirondack Division published a separate 
schedule for commuter trains between 
Montreal and Malone, NY. There were also 
suburban trains operated out of Chicago until 
the mid-1950’s. So anywhere I can find detailed 
information about suburban operations 
interests me.  

“I have met a lot of great people through the 
Society. Many members have helped me with 
my research over the years. Whenever I 
discover something, I try to give back so it 
becomes available for everyone to use. You 
give and take in the acquisition and sharing of 
information. That is what will keep the Society 
strong and growing. That is what will keep the 
memory of the New York Central alive.”  

Thank you Otto, for taking the time to talk 
with us. Your work for the Society is 
outstanding, and we thank you for that as 
well.  
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Modeling	  the	  NYC	  Michigan	  Division	  –	  Part	  2	  	  
By	  Jim	  Six	  

(Photos	  by	  the	  author	  except	  where	  noted).	  

When wife Joanne and I moved to Indiana 
seven years ago, one of the preconditions for 
me agreeing to our new home was that I would 
have a basement with sufficient place to build 
my dream layout. We found our then new 
home just outside of Millersburg, Indiana, right 
in the heart of Amish country. I now have a 12’ 
X 44’ train room that my layout fills. While the 
layout is hardly finished, benchwork is 
complete, track is installed and the railroad is 
fully functional.  

When we moved into our new home, I was not 
sure what railroad or setting I would model. 	  

At the time of our Indiana move I had 
been building Atlantic Coast Line and 
Seaboard Airline models for my future 
layout. I assumed the new layout would 
represent a southeastern setting. 
However, I had grown up in north 
central Ohio a few houses from the New 
York Central’s mainline between 
Cleveland and Chicago. This same rail 
line just happened to be about a football 
field’s length behind our new Indiana 
home. This was too much to turn my	  
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Modeling	  the	  NYC	  Michigan	  
Division	  –	  Part	  2	  (Continued)	  

By	  Jim	  Six	  

back on, and I quickly became excited about the 
area around our new home. Long-time Internet 
friend Mark Plank lives ten minutes away and 
we soon became pals. Mark is a railroad 
“researchaholic” and preached of the merits of 
railroading in the area. Two NYC lines, one 
Wabash and one B&O, run through the area -– 
the Wabash about a quarter mile away. I almost 
decided to model the Wabash. Most of the local 
lines were former NYC routes. Mark soon had 
me sold on the idea of modeling the former Big 
Four Michigan Division that ran between 
Louisville, KY, and Benton Harbor, MI. 

With the rail line decided on, I next needed to 
pick a time to model. This was not easy. 
Initially I planned on a late 1950s setting, 
shortly after the demise of steam power on the 
Central. As a youngster I watched the last of 
steam power on the B&O, NKP and NYC and 
the early first generation diesels as they took 
charge. It was a sad day when I came to realize 
that steam locomotives were gone for good.  
About five years ago and six months into layout 
building, I changed the time for my layout 
setting to the summer of 1955. This spring I 
changed again and am now modeling the 
summer of 1943 –- a time before diesels worked 
on the Michigan Division. This recent change 
was one of the more difficult modeling 
decisions I have ever made. Eliminating diesels 
that I have loved for about 60 years now was a 
tough nut to swallow, but I did it nonetheless. 
But why? Simply put, steam locomotives 
perform better in low speed operation than do 
diesels -- if you are using DCC with sound, 
which I am. I was getting too many “sound 
resets” with diesels and rarely if ever with my 
steam locomotives. I am picky, and I simply  

 

will not put up with sound resets. 

I viewed the building of my new layout as an 
opportunity to recreate railroading back during 
a time when railroads were the most important 
form of transportation in North America. The 
layout is my time capsule. I love historical 
research along with railroading.  

Along with starting this layout came 
abandonment of my long-time position against 
DCC and sound. I simply felt it was an 
expensive frill that I did not need. Granted, it is 
expensive, but a frill it is not. For me, DCC with 
sound has become a necessity. I’d rather seek a 
different hobby than give them up. 

	  

Pictured here are two locomotives that were typical 
of my motive power BEFORE changing my setting 
from 1955 to 1943. The diesel is retired and will be a 
shelf model that will from time to time be rum for 
the fun of it. The steamer was sold to an offer I 
could not refuse.  

With the complete change from other railroads 
representing other settings this was an 
opportunity to convert from DC to DCC with 
sound. I chose Soundtraxx as my standard for 
the motive power. This would be a new 
experience for me since I had absolutely zero 
experience with either. Fortunately friends such 
as Chris Thompson and Bruce Berta of South 
Bend bailed me out and tackled installing 	  
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DCC/sound into my locomotives and teaching me 
about it. I was also careful to buy sound-equipped 
locomotives when available. 

Today the layout is fully operational but far from 
finished. Track is in place and operational, many 
structures are “roughed-in” –- one even complete -- 
and some scenery is installed. However, much 
remains to be completed. Working a full-time day 
job and teaching at college three or four evenings 
each week leaves precious little time for working on 
the layout. I was fifty-seven when the layout was 
started. Retirement was ten years away. I am now 
sixty-three and four more years remain before 
retirement. I hope to make good progress over the 
next four years, and then complete the layout after 
retirement. In the meanwhile as progress is made, 
several friends and I operate the railroad once or 
twice each month. 

The layout is a 12’ X 44’ around the walls loop with 
a staging yard at one end. It is operated with point-
to-point operation. How can a “loop” be operated as 
point-to-point? Imagine a lengthy single-track rail 
line stretched out with a yard at each end. Now, 
imagine this arrangement with the two end yards 
stretched around forming a loop and the two yards 
integrated as one. This is the concept used to make 
my NYC Michigan Division work. The staging yard 
represents both Elkhart at the north and Wabash, 
Indiana, to the south. Trains dispatched from there 
clockwise are northbound out of Wabash. Trains 
dispatched counterclockwise, are southbound from 
Elkhart. Several trains are run in an operating 
session.  

There were five regularly scheduled trains on the 
“Michigan” (as employees referred to the line). A 
northbound and a southbound passenger train were 
operated Monday through Friday. Monday                            

 

through Saturday was a pair of through 
freights usually powered by an L2 or L3 class 
Mohawk. The fifth train was a Monday 
through Saturday operation as well. This was 
the Anderson-Elkhart way freight. On 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday it operated 
north from Anderson to Elkhart as #72. On 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday it operated 
southbound as #73. In addition to these 
scheduled trains there was a usual assortment 
of extra trains operated as needed.  

On my model railroad I use an MTH L3 
Mohawk and a BLI L4 Mohawk to power 
most through freights. I also use an EMD F3, 
F7, GP7, and GP9 locomotives for through 
freights. The local train is pulled with a 
variety of power.  

 
GP-7 #5758 pulls a lone boxcar onto the siding. 

A pair of Trix NYC H6 class Mikes take their 
turn with the way freight. EMD GP7 and GP7 
along with ALCo RS2 and RS3 diesel electrics 
also put time in with the weight freight. 

The passenger train consists of two to four 
head end cars, a coach, and one sleeper. The 
sleeper comes off the ACL/PRR Florida-
Chicago trains in Louisville. It is added to the  
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back of the Michigan’s passenger train where it is 
hauled to Elkhart where it is switched to a Grand 
Rapids train. The sleeper is typically an NYC sleeper 
or an Atlantic Coast Line sleeper. Power for the 
Michigan’s passenger trains is usually a dual-service 
EMD GP7 or a GP9. Dual service ALCo RS2 and RS3 
diesel-electrics also put in time in way freight 
service. I may add a Pacific or Hudson steam 
locomotive sometime down the road. 

Layout construction is of pine 1” X 4” lumber with a 
2-inch layer of high-density blue foam board and at 
least two layers of ceiling tiles on top of that. There 
are no support legs to the floor. Instead, the 
framework is anchored to the wall at its back edge 
and supported with 45-degree “knee braces”. Ceiling 
tiles are layered and sculptured to shape gently 
rolling terrain. Static grasses and ground foam are 
the primary ingredients for the ground cover. Scenic 
Express Super Trees are used for trees on the layout. 
The backdrop is a series of photographs that I took 
with my own camera, edited with Photoshop, and 
then printed with my HP inkjet printer. The photos 
are printed on 8.5x11 matte finish photo paper and 
cemented to the Masonite backdrop. One of the 
primary goals in building the Michigan Division 
layout is to achieve the most realism possible. This 
means the Michigan will not be your typical 
“Plywood Pacific” model railroad. Realism of 
appearance and operation are the goals. 

The layout itself is constructed as an around the 
walls shelf design attached directly to the walls. The 
“depth” of the layout from aisle to wall ranges from 
as much as 30 inches to as little as 18 inches. The 
most typical depth is 24 inches. The layout shelf is a 
simple design constructed with 1” x 4” pine that is 
screwed together. No nails or glue were used. The 
shelf is anchored to the poured concrete wall using  

Pictured here is the layout during the initial stage of 
construction. You can see the wooden construction of 
the framework. That’s my Scottie Maggie Mae in the 
background. She is my constant helper throughout 
construction of the layout. 

 

All frame members are screwed together. No glue or 
nails were used. This design precludes the need for legs 
to the floor in order to support the layout. My 
previous layouts had legs that always seemed to be in 
the way. I hate kicking a leg and jarring the layout. 
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nails blasted through the wood and into the 
concrete wall with a 22-calibre stud driver. 
Forty-five degree knee braces support the shelf. 	  
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The ceiling tiles are stacked higher in some areas and 
carved to shape to represent gently rolling terrain of 
northern Indiana. Be sure to completely cover the 
ceiling tiles with the water-based contact cement 
before applying. Otherwise areas that are without 
cement may pop loose when you start carving and 
sculpturing the terrain.  Note the stacking in the picture 
at the top of the next column.  

 

 

Stacked ceiling tiles form the basic shape for the 
hills. 

 

Here is the same area of the layout after the 
terraced ceiling tiles have been carved and 
sculptured. The area was sprayed and soaked with 
soapy water then carved with a Stanley Surform 
plainer. 
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Here is the “stud gun” 
used to anchor the layout 
framework to the concrete 
wall. Be warned, it makes 
a real “bang” and you 
will need hearing 
protection, particularly 
when using it in a 
basement! Also note, once 
used, the “nails” shot into 
the wall cannot be 
removed. They are 
permanent unless you cut 
them off.	  

The surface of the layout 
is a layer of 2-inch thick, 
high-density foam 
insulating board covered 
with a minimum of two 
layers of and common 2 x 
4 ceiling tiles.  The foam 

	  
 board was glued to the top of the shelf frame, and then 
the layers of ceiling tiles were cemented atop the 
insulating foam board. This arrangement provides for a 
lightweight, simple construction that does away with 
old, conventional screen and plaster hard-shell 
construction.  

	  

The 
Stanley 
Surform 
plainer 
carves the 
tiles with 
ease. 
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This again is the same area of the layout, but after the 
grain elevator, track, and scenery has been applied.  

While the layout does not have mountainous 
scenery, it is not flat either. The Indiana flatlands are 
not really flat, but have abundant, gently rolling 
terrain – as depicted in the photos above and below. 
The driveway up to the elevator is real dirt collected 
from outside Jim’s home. 

A combination of static grass from Scenic Express 
and ground foam from Woodland Scenics makes up 
the ground cover shown in the photos above and 
below.  

The view in the photo right above is of the New Paris 
yard area. As you can see, the tracks are weed 
covered. New Paris was a small country town that 
saw only light rail traffic. Weeds and poorly 
maintained track was the norm. 

This scene demonstrated how well a photo backdrop 
can be blended with the actual layout and its trees 
and scenery. The trees are Scenic Express Super 
Trees. 

 
The New Paris yard area has some of the tracks 
overgrown with weeds. 

 
This area uses a photo backdrop blended with the 
layout and has a few Scenic Express Super trees. 

 

Trimble Creek north of Claypool on the layout. 
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In the last photo on the previous page you can see the 
one creek and representing Trimble Creek just north of 
Claypool. It is in the same location on the layout.  

The wall is about ten inches beyond the track in this 
photo. Can you tell which trees are Scenic Express 
Super Trees and which are part of the photo 
backdrop? Only the tree above the bridge abutment on 
the right is not part of the photo backdrop.  

The railroad track is not yet painted and ballasted in 
this scene. The foreground is covered with real dirt. 
This is applied before weeds, grasses, and other 
scenery material. Once the dirt has dried following 
gluing in place, other scenery items are installed. 
Careful application of homemade photo backdrops 
and scenery materials can lead to realistic scenery.  

Roads are an important part of a model railroad 
layout. Most people struggle with this “detail.” I am 
fortunate to have noted model railroader Tom Johnson 
to teach me how to do roads. 

 

A finished road made from N scale ballast then painted to 
match the real thing. Berm gravel and weeds will be added 
later. 

To create cracks in the pavement use an ultra-
fine Sharpie permanent marker and draw them 
onto the painted roadway. 

Note in the photo below that the asphalt 
pavement is not black, but a medium-light 
gray. Look at country roads sometime and you 
will see why Tom and I chose this color. 

 

As you can see the results of the careful work 
with the Sharpie marker gives the road a very 
realistic appearance. 

Structures 

Structures on the NYC Michigan Division are 
either kitbashed or semi-scratch built as was 
my ready-mix plant shown on the next page. 
At this point in time none of the structures are 
finished. All are in the “rough-in” stage or not 
built as yet. The track in the foreground rises to 
a trestle just out of sight to the right. There, 
aggregate is dumped. There is a second track 
(not shown) for bringing in cement. This 2-
track facility is popular among operators on 
the Michigan.  

Modeling	  the	  NYC	  Michigan	  
Division	  –	  Part	  2	  (Continued)	  

By	  Jim	  Six	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2012 46	  

 

 
This ready-mix plant is a composite of components from 
assorted kits taken from my scrap box and assembled to 
represent an actual plant found in photos on the Internet.	  

	   	  
This photo shows the ready-mix plant with both tracks 
that serve it.  The structure has a good-sized footprint. 

Looking over the photos in this article you probably 
get the impression that this layout is not designed to 
run lots of trains. In fact, it is designed to run one  

local way freight. A few through trains are 
operated as interference for the local. 

Another structure on my layout is the office 
building of Fisher Brothers’ Coal and Supply in 
New Paris. The structure was scratch built by Bob 
Caywood of Vermilion, Ohio. Bob happens to be 
a Nickel Plate Road modeler. The red F100 
pickup truck is by Athearn. The coal piles are real 
coal. Grasses are static grass and weeds are 
mostly Scenic Express “tufts.” The sign and 
thermometer on the building front are 
photographs printed to scale and pasted onto the 
building. 

 
Fisher Brothers’ Coal and Supply built by Bob 
Caywood.  

 

Another view of the Fisher Brothers’ facility with a 
building on the left used by suppliers for local farmers 
and businesses. 
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Another of the structures is Rohrer’s Elevator in New 
Paris. It is “close” to complete, but not yet complete. 
The structure is kitbashed from three different 
Walthers Cornerstone kits and parts from the scrap 
box.  

 
On Rohrer’s Elevator, Jim used latex house paint then 
weathered it with acrylic paints. The signs are all photos 
printed to scale then cemented on the building sides. 

Another model Jim has built for me will be the 
foundry that was once located in Claypool, Indiana. 
With only one old newspaper photo showing the shell 
of the facility after it burned, Jim had to use a lot of 
creativity to create this model. Once the scenery is in 
installed and the structure painted and weathered, this 
should make an interesting scene and customer to 
switch. 

 

 

 
The model of a Claypool, Indiana, foundry built 
from an old newspaper photo showing only the 
shell of the building after a fire destroyed it. 

The Claypool elevator is another interesting 
structure for my layout. It is roughed in and 
ready for detail, paint, and weathering along 
with scenery. Elevators are the most 
common customer served by the railroad 
along the Michigan division between 
Warsaw and Goshen. 

 
The Claypool elevator.  This is one of the 
common structures found along the area I am 
modeling. The structure is kitbashed from a 
Walthers Cornerstone elevator, lumber 
company, scrap box parts. It is built to match 
prototype photos.  
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I will be retiring from work in four years. At that 
time much more time will be devoted to completing 
the layout if not already done by that time. Looking 
back over the past five years I ask myself what I 
would do differently if starting over again (won’t 
happen!). One thing is I would probably narrow the 
24” shelf the layout is built on. I believe it would be 
reduced to 18”. This would reduce the amount of 
real estate to cover with scenery and corresponding 
cost. This would also reduce the time called to build 
and complete the layout.  

 

In this closing photo a through freight heads north 
through New Paris on its way to Elkhart’s sprawling 
yard.  

Being honest, the sky is photoshopped into the 
photo. The trees and buildings beyond the train are 
part of the photo backdrop. The hill ahead of the 
locomotive and the foreground field are static grass.  

In a future feature in the NYCentral Modeler I will 
show more of the layout as areas have scenery added 
and completed. We hope you will stay tuned. 

 
 

 

L-4a 3115 on table at South Anderson Yard, Apr 
1956  (Jeremy Taylor Photo, NYCSHS 
Collection) 

 

 

H-6a #6390 (on left) in roundhouse territory, 
Springfield, OH Apr 1953. (Jeremy Taylor Neg. 
#343, NYCSHS Collection) 

 

J-1d #5281 on #433 at Springfield, OH Apr 1953. 
(Jeremy Taylor Photo, NYCSHS Collection) 
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INTRODUCTION	  

I “discovered” the West Side Freight Line 
in 1982 during one of my early Sunday 
morning wandering photo sessions in 
New York City when I still had the 
fantastic belief that I could be the great 
recorder of this era in New York. As an art 
school graduate, I had been brought up on 
Bernice Abbott’s and Walker Evans’ urban 
WPA work as well as the City work of 
Andreas Feininger and Arnold Eagle to 
name a few. I loved Manhattan and the 
industrial under-belly of all the Boroughs. 
Little did I realize, though I loved rust and 
decay, that they indicated that the era I 
loved even more and sought to glorify was 
long over. I was engaged in some kind of 
bizarre industrial- archeological 
necrophilia. But I didn’t know that then. I 
was searching for a prototype City 
railroad to model. I was to find my project 
that day.  

That first Sunday in May 1982, I called for 
my car at 7:00 and drove over to the 
Westside to hit the waterfront. I lived on 
Broadway and Washington Place in 
another 80’s dream of being an urban 
homesteader in an abandoned 
reconstituted loft building.  It was going to 
be a Kodachrome day; there wasn’t a 
cloud in the azure blue sky. My knapsack 
was loaded with the ubiquitous yellow 
boxes, various lenses, and my new Nikon. 
I was loaded for urban bear. My trip to the 
waterfront was interrupted at 14th Street 
and 10th Avenue as I came upon an 
elevated Viaduct. I was amazed that in 
faint but legible letters across a 60 foot 

long, deep webbed girder was the New 
York Central type logo flanked at each end 
by my favorite oval logo proclaiming the 
New York Central System. What is this, I 
wondered? I walked up 10th Avenue 
following the Line as it passed the block 
square “Manhattan Industrial Center” and 
on the next block another block square 
brick giant, this made out of buff brick, 
windowless and without a name. Both had 
similar ornate plate girder bridges from 
the mysterious New York Central viaduct 
into their second floors high above the 
street where I stood gawking upward as 
some neophyte tourist. 

I knew New York once had ornate 
stationed and structured elevated lines on 
Ninth, Sixth, Third and Second Avenues. 
My maternal Grandmother lived on 65th 
Street and Third Avenue with the Third 
Avenue EL outside her windows. 
Fortunately she lived on the sixth floor 
and the olive-brown cars of the IRT line 
snaked by three stories below her 
apartment. It made the train watching 
great and the noise not too bad.  

But this bridgework seemed very different 
-- more substantial. And it appeared that it 
served hulking factories not rushing 
commuters. Did it carry freight? Rolls of 
film later, I eventually got to 30th Street, 
and discovered a relatively easy to get to 
staircase that had no locks, appeared 
abandoned, and was accessible through 
holes in the perimeter fence; as opposed to 
the staircase I passed earlier at 17th Street 
that was in the middle of an active parking 
lot and was locked and barbed wired. I 
squeezed through the fence and made my 
way up the steps to the Line. My first 
views were breathtaking. I had wide vistas 
of midtown Manhattan. It was a new way 
to see the City. I was used to seeing the 
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City through narrow canyons with brick 
or steel and glass sides. Only when one 
was high up could one begin to see an 
expanse. But here was a beautiful wide 
angle view only three stories in the air! To 
the west, the Hudson River glistened in 
the late morning sunlight, to the east the 
Empire State Building stood full height, 
silhouetted against the blue sky, seen 
easily without craning ones neck back. All 
around me was space, open uncrowded 
space. I had never seen the “big sky” in 
Manhattan. And under me were railroad 
tracks, Class One high iron waiting for me 
to explore. 

PART ONE 

The New York Central’s West Side Freight 
Line ran down 11 miles of the West Side of 
Manhattan, splitting off the New York 
Central Railroad’s mainline at the Spuyten 
Duyvil Creek. It is the southern-most 
portion of Cornelius Vanderbilt’s old New 
York and Hudson River Railroad.  When 
completed in 1851, the NY & HRRR was 
part of the Water Level Route between 
Chambers Street in lower Manhattan and 
East Albany (Rensselear), New York.  The 
right-of-way is nearly at the edge of the 
east bank of the Hudson or North River 
along its entire route.  It is quite a beautiful 
and unique stretch of railroad. 

The northern or upper portion of the 
Freight Line ran through relatively 
uninhabited and undeveloped portions of 
Manhattan such as Inwood Park that was 
once an Algonquin Indian settlement. 
According to legend this was the site of 

the meeting between Henry Hudson and 
the Indians. However, the lower portion of 
the Line ran through congested, intensely 
developed areas, directly in the busy 
streets of Manhattan.  The Central’s trains 
caused no end of delays by adding to the 
already existing traffic jams. Trains had to 
compete at first with horse drawn wagons, 
adjacent docks, industries, and tens of 
thousands of hand trucks and stevedores 
daily. 

 

Gansevoort Street Market with Washington 
Market sheds in the background, West Street, 
circa 1900. Teams and drivers picked up 
produce every day. The Central’s tracks were 
just in front of the sheds. (Google) 

 

Scene in front of the Central’s North River 
Barclay Street Pier House where produce and 
other merchandise was brought daily by floats 
and barges for City distribution. (New York 
City Municipal Achieves) 
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Later as the internal combustion engine 
came into its own, trucks, buses, taxis, and 
passenger cars were added to the turmoil. 
To alleviate part of this problem, it was 
proposed to elevate the southern portion 
of this Line up and over the streets as early 
as the 1890’s.  The conception and 
execution of this project remains one of the 
best and most comprehensive examples of 
civic and private corporation cooperation 
ever, as it sought to eliminate the New 
York Central’s tracks down in the 
congested streets of lower Manhattan. 

 

The advent of trucks, automobiles, and buses 
did little to ease the congestion in lower 
Manhattan. A scene on West Street, just above 
Canal Street in the 1920’s. (New York Public 
Library Collection) 

It also put them underground uptown to 
prevent them from continuing to blight the 
residential Upper West Side, undergoing 
intense development at the turn of that 
century. (The West Side Improvement, as 
this project was known, would build the 
tunnel under Riverside Park, revamping 
the yards at 147th Street, 60th Street, 41st 
Street, 30th Street and 17th Street as well as 
placing the tracks from 59th to 34th Streets 

in a cut -- sometimes roofed -- and the 
creation of an elevated viaduct from the 
30th Street yard to a new St. John’s Park 
Terminal relocated to Washington and 
West Houston Streets.) 

 

An early K class Pacific, 4-6-2 on the 
unimproved, exposed Line at about 124th 
Street. Large apartment buildings are seen in 
the background just behind Riverside Park 
and Riverside Drive. Grant’s Tomb can be seen 
on the right hand side of the photo. (Parisi 
Collection) 

 

One of 55 L-1B Mohawks parked at the 
northern end of the 60th Street yard, at 71st 

Street, in front of our anchor landmark, The 
Chatsworth. There is a trestle on the right side 
of the photo with a hopper. This solves the 
mystery of how the steam locomotives were 
coaled in the yard. These Mohawks were the 
road engines that traveled between this yard 
and Harmon before electrification or 
dieselization. (Parisi Collection)	  
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A string of NYCRR distinctive tongue and 
grooved sheathed, radial roofed, fish belly side 
sill milk cars passing on the upper West Side 
in the 1920’s. The Central’s milk trains 
delivered a significant percentage of New York 
City’s milk daily. (Google Images) 

 

A mixed freight train rumbles south into the 
60th Street yard, with a few handsome, large 
domed Texaco tank cars just passing 75th 
Street. Just right of center we have our 
perennial landmark in this area, the 
Chatsworth Apartment at 72nd Street proper. 
(New York Public Library Collection) 

Since its creation, the Railroad enjoyed a 
perpetual irrevocable easement down 10th 
and 11th Avenues and through scores of 
east and west bound cross streets.  The 
congestion was legendary.  But in a unique 
spirit of common purpose and benefit to 
all, the City and Railroad forged an 
unprecedented agreement.  Though it took 
three decades, with the City’s help, the 
Railroad purchased, relocated, reworked, 
or demolished 640 buildings, including 
two schools and a church. Originally at 
23rd just east of the planned viaduct, the 
church was relocated to 25th Street. 

The New York Central was anxious to 
implement the West Side Improvement as 
restrictions in the Railroad’s permanent 
easement had limited its speed to six 
miles-per-hour while street running. 
Further, each train had to be preceded by a 
man on horseback carrying and waving a 
large red warning flag. This was the 
proverbial 10th Avenue Cowboy. 

 

The Tenth Avenue Cowboy. He was the 
legislated “man’ on horseback” that proceeded 
each New York Central train on city streets 
waving a large red flag. He is seen here on 11th 
Avenue and West 13th Street in front of the 
Swift and Company central office. The train 
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he is flagging is all the way on the right hand 
side of the photo being pulled by an early 
“Dummy” locomotive. (Google Images) 

 

We have another Tenth Avenue Cowboy on 
Tenth Avenue, but without a flag, running 
interference for a shrouded Shay in full steam 
crawling down the Avenue at six miles an 
hour. There is a brakeman standing on the 
roof of the first freight car (when they had 
roof walks). The photographer is positioned 
at 14th Street looking north. Nabisco’s two 
main buildings frame the picture, the large 
12-story, behemoth on the left and the 5-story 
Bakers subsidiary on the right. Both 
buildings would be integrated with the Line’s 
elevated portion: the western building 
directly with a bridged spur off the Line and 
the eastern building would have a new 4-
story addition with the Line passing right 
through it. Lastly notice the graceful “City 
Beautiful” lamppost designed when the 
Municipal Art Society had teeth. (Google 
Images) 

Additionally, all trains had to obey all 
traffic signals.  This was hardly ideal 
considering the large volume of rail traffic 

that passed down the Line that eventually 
reached 70 trains each day.  When the 
elevated portion of the Line was 
completed, 66 grade crossings were 
eliminated as well as miles of tracks 
down the Belgian block streets.  The 
northern end, though less congested 
when elevated or tunneled over, 
eliminated another 60 grade crossings. 

 

A typical main thoroughfare grade crossing at 
Dyckman Street, before the improvement. Four 
long crossing gates, with pedestrian arms and 
a gatekeeper’s shanty guard this crossing. 
There were scores of businesses and squatters 
located between the tracks and the River. 
(New York City Municipal Archives)  

 

A photograph at the same location as the 
photo above after the grade crossing 
elimination.  (New York City Municipal 
Archives) 
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As the new Viaduct followed the route of the 
previous tracks, old existing businesses 
continued to function. In this 1929 photo after 
the construction of the Viaduct we can see 
three rather large coal businesses. (Google 
Images) 

	  

A view taken from the Viaduct in the 1980’s 
showing a marginal business still on the other 
side of the track next to the River. (Parisi 
Collection)	  

	  

 

 

 

The soaring, modern concrete arch bridges 
constructed for Moses’ West Side Highway at 
Dyckman Street. (Parisi Collection) 

The portion of the Central’s Electric 
Division that was the West Side Freight 
Line begins its journey downtown by 
crossing into Manhattan from the Bronx 
over the Spuyten Duyvil Creek. The 
Creek’s name is Old Dutch meaning to 
“Spit at the Devil.” The creek was so 
named because it is a narrow waterway 
with dangerous currents. These currents 
were created by the confluence of the 
Harlem River to its east and the Hudson to 
its west. Now to dare to cross it, you had 
to “spit at the devil,” ignore its treachery, 
and go! The Railroad having “spit at the 
devil” crossed over the Creek on a series of 
two-track through truss bridges, two on 
the Manhattan side, one on the Bronx side 
with a graceful 290’ steam operated (until 
1963) center swing span.  The swing, used 
during most of the twentieth century, was 
refurbished by Amtrak in the 1990’s for 
the rerouting of intercity trains into and 
out of Pennsylvania Station. In my attic, I 
have a six-inch roll of refurbishment plans. 
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Aerial view of the Spuyten Duyvil Swing 
Bridge. The swing portion must be kept open 
so water traffic can get through. At high tide 
there is barely five feet of headroom under the 
bridge. When a train approached, the bridge 
was closed long enough to allow the train’s 
passage.  (New York City Municipal 
Archives) 

 

1980’s photo of the Manhattan side. A fire had 
reduced the span to one track, after the last 
train had used it. The swing span is seen open 
and its protective island fender is seen clearly 
below the ironwork. (Parisi Collection) 

	  

 

A very elaborate builder’s plate was on the 
eastern main lattice beam. Its build date is 
1900. S.R.Callaway was the NYC president 
and more notably William J. Wilgus was the 
chief engineer. Most people credit Wilgus with 
the concepts for the 1913 Grand Central 
Terminal reconstruction that made it so 
successful. It was constructed by the King 
Bridge Company, a prominent Cleveland 
bridge builder of the time. (Parisi Collection) 

Once the Line crosses the bridge the two 
tracks split into four tracks. They travel on 
grade on regular ballasted track for about 
three miles, at times barely ten feet inland 
along the shore of the Hudson passing 
through Inwood Park. It contains the only 
untouched-by-white-settler’s forest on 
Manhattan. In this section is a handsome, 
multi- story, Art Deco styled red brick and 
limestone electrical sub-station at 
Dyckman Street. Current was generated at 
11,000 volt, three-phase, two-cycle 
alternating current at two main generating 
plants by the Central. It was converted to 
usable current in these standard design 
sub-stations that the Railroad used 
extensively in its “electrified” territory. 
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They supplied electricity at 600 volts to the 
Central’s under-running third rail system. 

 

Nestled in the tree-covered hills of northern 
Manhattan is New York Central Railroad’s 
Substation # 10. As with many things Central 
there was a flair for abundance. Similarly, 
this building’s exterior was an elaborate Art 
Deco inspired red brick and limestone design. 
Ziggurats and rounded corners with cascading 
borders abound. (Parisi Collection) 

 

Very Art Deco inspired window guard with 
chevrons – clearly beyond mere straight bars 
that would have sufficed.  (Parisi Collection)	  

 

 

Main door and sign with incised carved 
lettering N.Y.C.RR SUBSTATION No. 10 
above. 

 

The interior of the Substation, abandoned and 
in a shambles but before the days when the 
vandals carted everything metal and copper 
away for scrap money. (Parisi Collection)	  

Changes in the land’s topography here 
caused the Line to build up on elevated 
sections that alternated with on grade 
portions. These northern elevated sections 
are very utilitarian and are much more 
industrial looking than the better-known 
southern viaduct below 30th Street. Heavy 
steel columns support a plain reinforced 
concrete deck with sides. 
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The uptown viaduct with its utilitarian 
reinforced concrete posts for the simple pipe 
railing, set on simple reinforced concrete 
retaining walls. The West Side Highway is 
above and Substation #10 is in the 
background. (Parisi Collection) 

At approximately 150th Street, back at 
grade, the tracks began to fan out into the 
145 th Street Yard composed of seven team 
and classification tracks.  At the southern 
end of this yard a new section of viaduct 
began to raise past the 130th Street Freight 
House and Truck Terminal. This medium 
sized facility was a rather utilitarian red 
brick, two story building. It had a score of 
canopied truck bays along its eastern side.	  

Just south of the Freight House the 
northern “meat district” in Harlem begins. 
The meat packers that lined the street 
below the graceful Riverside Avenue 
Viaduct were serviced along this elevated 
section by a long east side siding. 

 

The New York Central 130th Street Freight 
House and Truck Terminal. Despite the fact 
that the building starts on 135th Street and 
goes north, this building was referred to as the 
130th Street freight house. It was a two story 
red brick affair. The southern façade, the main 
entrance, was decorated with the standard 
New York Central white background, black 
gothic lettered painted sign. When this picture 
was taken in the 1980’s it was the urban 
Sunday afternoon “fix your car” spot. (Parisi 
Collection) 

 

Miraculously it was repaired and repainted 
and reinstalled beam by beam in a pristine 
state. The Harlem meat district companies are 
here below the viaduct. (Parisi Collection) 

The viaduct 
that supports 
Riverside 
Drive beyond 
120th Street. It 
was dis-
mantled piece 
by piece in the 
1990’s so that 
it could be 
refurbished by 
the City.	  
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Since most of the businesses were existing 
one-story edifices, trackside platforms 
were created with elevators going down 
into the buildings to transport the frozen 
beef, pork, and poultry from the railroad 
reefers into the buildings below. 

 

As we move south down the Line we come to 
the first building in the uptown (Harlem) meat 
district. If the building looks familiar it 
should. It is one of the Lines Substations 
converted into a packinghouse. (Parisi 
Collection) 

 After the Line was dieselized the 
electrification elements were dismantled 
(the third rail) or de-acquisitioned as this 
building was. It was an anomaly in that 
the building was as high as the Line where 
elevators could be built internally up to 
the loading platform.  

	  

 

 

 

A view of the converted substation’s loading 
platform. All the windows have been blocked 
as most refrigerated buildings have very few 
or no windows. (Parisi Collection) 

 

A typical building in this district, reached 
from the trackside platform by a single 
elevator going down into the building, with 
no evidence trackside. (Parisi Collection) 

 

The final building was rather large and 
required four elevators on its line side 
platform. The elevators were spaced to 
accommodate standard 36- and 40-foot ice 
reefers. (Parisi Collection) 
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At 125th Street between changing 
topography and landfill, the tracks are 
again at ground level and continue this 
way to approximately 120th Street where 
they enter the man-made tunnel under 
what is Riverside Park.  The Park was 
originally designed in part by Frederick 
Law Olmstead who also was one of the 
major landscape architects of Central 
Park. This tunnel was constructed and the 
Park expanded as part of the West Side 
Improvement. 

 

An early view inside the man-made tunnel 
under Riverside Park. The under running 
third rails are in clear evidence here as is all 
the ventilation through the west wall and 
roof indicated by the numerous visible shafts 
of light. As with the famous Grand Central 
Terminal interior shot (also with very 
prominent light shafts), I think the Central’s 
advertising department had a very zealous 
and talented airbrush artist who liked light 
shafts. 

 

By putting the railroad underground in 
this portion, between 32 and 132 (sources 
vary, though 132 seems more feasible) 
extra acres of parkland were created as 
well as giving the public unobstructed 
access to the water. This access to the 
water was short lived however as it was 
soon cut off again by the car obsessed 
Robert Moses by the construction of his 
Miller Motor Parkway, also known as the 
Westside Highway. But the noisy, belching 
locomotives of the Railroad were hidden 
from view and muffled. As happens with 
most improvements in New York City, the 
real estate interests on the upper West Side 
were the prime force in pushing this 
portion of the Improvement forward as 
they were determined to hide the reviled 
steam locomotives pulling train after train 
all day and night long. With the Park 
improved and the trains relegated to the 
tunnel below, the value of the adjacent 
land increased greatly-- Riverside Drive is 
still a fashionable and expensive address.  

 

As we leave the bucolic uptown portion of the 
Line, I submit a quick look at one of the more 
scenic views from right below Dyckman 
Street. The George Washington Bridge is 
framed by early fall foliage. Note the half-
hidden extended ties on the west track that 
were used to hold the third rail hangers when 
that system was in use. (Parisi Collection) 

NYC’s West Side Freight Line                     
A History (Continued)                                 

By Ron Parisi   (Photos from Ron) 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2012 60	  

In the southern portion of the tunnel, at 
about 85th Street, the four main line tracks 
begin to fan out into leads, ladder tracks, 
crossovers, and turnouts as they burst into 
the sunlight at 72nd Street into what was 
the largest and most extensive freight yard 
on Manhattan Island.  

 We now close this first installment here 
poised at 72nd Street at the throat of the 
greatest rail yard on Manhattan. The 60th 
Street yard was all superlatives: it was the 
largest, busiest, most complicated, and 
comprehensive in the City. 

 

A magazine engraving done of the northern 
end of the 60th Street yard as the 19th century 
turned into the 20th. My next installment will 
start here. 

 

By joining the New York Central System 
Historical Society members join a unique 
organization made up of former NYCS 
employees, members who have ridden the 
NYCS in earlier years, modelers of the 
NYCS, and those who are interested in the 
distinctive history of the NYCS. 

The Society is dedicated to preserving the 
unique history of this historic railroad.  
We do that by preserving the artifacts and 
memories of the New York Central. 

You can join for as little as $39.00 per year 
by going to our website, 
www.NYCSHS.org and downloading an 
application and mailing it in.  You can 
also join directly on the website using 
PayPalTM to pay and join. 

With your annual membership, you will 
receive four issues of the quarterly Central 
Headlight.  The publication provides 
articles, photographs and information on 
subjects about the NYCS. 

You may also obtain photographs, 
drawings and other NYCS information of 
great benefit to models of the railroad. 

There is also a members only Yahoo 
Group, publications, an annual calendar, 
and an annual Convention held in one of 
the cities served by the New York Central 
System. 

Join today, and don’t miss out on the fun. 

The NYCSHS Offers Many Benefits to 
Our Members                                      
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*These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of 
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NYCS H-7e Mikado #1972 that was the last 
active steam locomotive on the Big Four.  It 
was retired at the Riverside Yard in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on May 5, 1957. 
I have done two H-7’s.   Both were built 
around the reliable Mantua Mikado with 
lots of new parts.  Both have run smoothly 
and reliably with only routine cleaning 
and lubrication. 
 
The first of the 130 NYC H-7’s was built in 
1912, with the last coming in 1922.   
Always a West End locomotive, they 
operated on the Lake Shore and Michigan 
Southern, the Big Four, and the Michigan 
Central, in the U. S. and Canada (Figure 1).    
Except for twelve LS&MS locomotives 
sold or scrapped in 1933, and six MC 
locomotives scrapped in the late 1930s, 112 
locomotives were in service until 1950, 
with 15 still on the roster in 1957.   In fact, 
the very last active NYC steam locomotive 
was H-7e 1977, on the Big Four at the      
Riverside yard in Cincinnati, Ohio, May 5, 
1957.  Even after total dieselization, five 
ex-Big Four H-7’s remained stored 
serviceable for two years, but none ever 
ran again.  If you have access to the First 
Quarter 1984 issue of the NYCSHS’ Central 

Headlight, the class is covered in detail by 
the late Ray Curl, and you may even find a 
photo of your pet H-7. 
The Mantua Mikado has been around for 
years –- it was first advertised in late 1949 
–- and has been more or less available for 
over 60 years.  Over time, there were many 
changes, mostly to the mechanism and 
later, the use of plastics for the cab, pilot, 
and tender.  For reference, I divide the 
changes into three groups: Phases 1, 2, and 
3.  Phase 1 was the original version, which 
featured an excellent die-cast gearbox 
powered by a Pittman DC-70 motor.  
Phase 2 deleted the cast gearbox and the 
front mounted bell (best for any but a 
Michigan Central locomotive with Elesco 
feedwater heater modification), and 
substituted a plastic pilot, cab, and tender.  
Phase 3 saw a new, more compact cast 
gearbox with a can motor, but often the 
driver spoke detail is shallow.  By today’s 
standards, the detail was sparse and 
crude, but the performance of Phases 1 
and 3 was excellent: smooth and quiet.  
And the Phase 2 version’s performance 
can easily be upgraded. 
 

	  
This figure of my H-7e will be used to 
illustrate the modifications that I made to the 
Mantua Mikado to make it a more accurate 
model of # 1972. (For a larger version see page 
69) 
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Let’s get on with the process.   Figure 2 
shows the right side of my version of 1972, 
a Big Four H-7e.  This was my first 
successful kitbash, but I’ve since 
discovered that I made a few errors that I 
can’t decide whether to fix or just forget.  
As a result, I’ve not run it much for a 
while, which explains why the wheels look 
dirty -- they are.  For simplicity, I’ve 
marked out the changes in Figure 2 with 
numbered bubbles from 1 through 28, and 
the following text will refer to those 
numbers.  I’ve added the actual part 
numbers and manufacturers that I used, 
but the Kemtron line is now offered by 
Precision Scale, and the part numbers have 
been changed.  I don’t have a Precision 
Scale catalog so cannot convert the 
numbers, sorry. 
 
I almost always start with the mechanism, 
because details don’t hold up well with 
repeated handling that is often necessary 
to get things running smoothly.  I 
emphasize the mechanism because not 
only is it the part that moves, it is really 
the element that defines a steam 
locomotive, so I try to make the form of 
the elements as prototypical as I can and to 
make the fit as precise as I can.  Excess 
motion anywhere looks sloppy.  
 
The main change here is trading the blind 
drivers for flanged versions.  This used to 
be really easy, but with the decline of 
steam locomotive kits it is a bit more 
sporting.  Mantua locomotives are in 
limited production through Model Power, 

and they may be able to supply flanged 
drivers.  Last time I looked, Bowser still 
stocked driver sets, even though they 
discontinued their locomotive kits.  
However, if you go with Bowser, change 
out all four axles.  Do not mix drivers of 
different manufacture.  Small differences 
in the stroke (the distance from the axle 
center to the crankpin center) will produce 
binding that can’t be worked out.  
Running with all drivers flanged pretty 
much limits its use to curves of 24 inches 
radius or maybe a bit tighter if the curves 
are smooth.  Kinks in sharp curves will put 
it on the ground. 
 
If you stay with the Mantua drivers, the 
counterweights are already the right 
shape, but you may want to add a shim 
brass overlay on the number 2 and 3 axle 
sets to enlarge them.  The number 3 set in 
particular should have the counterweight 
almost touching the wheel hub, since it 
needs to balance the main rod plus the 
eccentric crank, and the associated valve 
gear parts on the real thing.   
 
If you have one of the Phase 2 frames and 
want a can motor, use Mantua parts 
MO325, MO326, and (2) MO293, the new 
gearbox and bearings (possibly available 
from Model Power), and a can motor like 
those available from Micro Mark.  The 
gearbox is completely compatible with all 
of the versions of the frame I’ve tried and 
can be installed without modification.  The 
motor can be mounted using double sided 
tape or a thin layer of rubber sealant, 
which provides electrical and acoustic 
isolation.  I use a segment of surgical 
tubing as a flexible drive shaft between the 
motor and gearbox.  A nice thing about 
this approach is that the motor is 
completely electrically isolated for easy  
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installation of DCC if you use that.  (A 
reminder: use the Phase 2 boiler with the 
improved boiler front for this 
modification.) 
 
1.  Trailing Truck.  This was a Cal-Scale 
p/n 190-2000 “USRA” trailing truck.  It 
isn’t a USRA.  It is a representation of a 
Cole design truck that was used on some 
USRA locomotives, but not all.  H-7’s were 
built with this type of trailer, although 
many that later received boosters got a 
cast Delta truck.   The Cal Scale version is 
bulkier than those used by the NYC, and 
the leaf springs are too small, but it was 
the best available when I did my model. 
 
2.  Brake Hangers. These are old Kemtron 
p/n X-223 in plastic.   I used a short 
section of 3/32” tubing, epoxied it to the 
top of the frame between the second and 
third drivers, and then drilled a hole in the 
frame for the shoes behind the fourth 
driver.  For the hangar between the first 
and second drivers, I drilled the hole in the 
side of the gearbox right under the 
mounting lug.  I then Goo’d the bosses in 
the holes.  If you use the Mantua new 
gearbox, you will have to come up with 
your own method of mounting the 
hangars between the first and second 
drivers, or you can leave them off.  They 
are almost invisible anyway. 
 
3. Valve Gear Hanger.  If you start with 
one of the older mechanisms that already 
has a triangular valve gear hanger, you are 
almost there.  I added the crosshead guide 
hanger using a short piece of Code 70 rail 

that I heated in a small torch to soften, 
then filed off the head and web for about 
¼” and bent the rest down and under the 
lower guide and cut it off.   
 
If you start with one of the newer versions 
using a valve gear hanger that is an 
integral part of the stamped crosshead 
guide, I suggest you get a Bowser p/n 
1867, which gives you the triangular 
support.  You will probably have to re-
bend the mounting tab to lower it so that 
the pivot point lines up with the valve 
centerline.  The crosshead guide support 
will be the same as above. 
 
4.  Cylinder Block.  If you can find one, I 
think the Varney p/n 1847 looks best.  If 
you can’t, you are a bit on your own.  
Some options were shown in the first part 
of this series.  There may also be some 
parts from imported models that might 
work.   
 
If you use the Varney part you will have to 
file down the front of the mainframe to 
lower the cylinder block so the centerlines 
of the piston rods and the driving wheel 
axles line up about 1/16” or so.  You will 
also have to lower the saddle so that the 
centerline of the boiler is about 12 scale 
feet above the track.   The Varney p/n 
1847 will also need a lower crosshead 
guide.  To add this, drill a hole directly 
below the piston rod hole the same 
distance below as the existing hole is 
above.  The guides are 3/64” square stock.  
Round the ends to a tight fit in the hole 
you just drilled.   Also, since the cored 
upper hole was intended for two layers of 
crosshead guides, it is slightly oversize.  A 
layer of shim stock soldered around the 
top and inside of the guide both properly  
 

Kitbashing NYC Steam Locomotives  
Part 2 (Continued) 

By Tom Bailey   (Photos by Tom) 
 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2012 65	  

positions it and tightens up the fit in the 
cored hole.    
 
Replace the crossheads with Bowser p/n 
1815 alligator crossheads.  Finally, we 
need to add a roughly triangular 
crosshead link bracket.  Cut this out of 
light sheet metal, file to shape, and drill a 
#70 hole for the rivet.  I used epoxy to glue 
mine to the side of the crosshead but 
would probably use ACC now. 
 
With both Varney cylinder blocks, a piston 
rod bushing made of telescoping brass 
tubing is necessary.  The outer ring should 
be cut from 1/8” tubing about 1/32” long.  
Similarly, make up valve guides, or, if you 
can find them, Precision Scale Associates, 
the PFM subsidiary, made beautiful 
investment castings for this part. 
 
5. Pilot.  This is Bowser p/n 2600 from 
their NYC K-11 Pacific kit, with a Kemtron 
p/n L-650 coupler pocket epoxied on in 
place of the cast-on version.  To properly 
install this, the front of the Mantua 
mainframe must be shortened about ¼” 
and the pilot truck pivot moved back the 
same distance.  The Bowser part is 
screwed onto a slab of 1/16” thick brass, 
which is in, turn screwed onto the top of 
the mainframe.  The pilot deck is a piece of 
0.020” brass sheet, epoxied to the top of 
the pilot beam.  The flag stands were old 
Varney turnings and uncoupling rod 
supports are Mantua stamped handrail 
supports, but more current parts would be 
Kemtron p/n M-1410.   The coupler lift is 
made of #26 brass wire.  

 
6.  Headlight.  The headlight and bracket 
are Cal Scale p/n 190-210 and Cary p/n 
13-213, respectively. 
 
7. Smokebox Wrapper.  This area makes a 
great difference in the overall appearance 
of the locomotive.  One must file off the 
cast-on smokestack and feedwater heater 
mixing box and the forward portion of the 
cast-on running boards.  You will discover 
that the boiler casting isn’t fully circular, 
but sort of U-shaped, and filling the front 
part to a truly circular form is a great 
improvement in overall appearance.  Only 
don’t file it back as far as I did –- the H-7 
smokeboxes were 85 inches long –- nearly 
¼” shorter than my model.  The wrapper 
itself is 0.010” brass sheet with embossed 
rivets.  I used an old scriber against a lead 
sheet to emboss the rivets, but would use 
the Northwest Short Line (NWSL) 
Sensipress and Riveter now –- it produces 
much crisper rivet detail.  I formed the 
wrapper as accurately as possible before 
epoxying it to the boiler, using rubber 
bands to press it against the casting until 
the epoxy cured.  The seam is, of course, 
on the bottom. 
 
The running board extensions are made of 
0.020” brass strips.  They are soldered to 
pins, which are force-fit into holes drilled 
in the boiler and bent out to form brackets.  
The steps are formed from 0.010” brass 
sheet and soldered to the ends of the 
running boards. 
 
8. Class Lamps.   These are Cal Scale p/n 
190-280, with the tangs glued into holes 
drilled in the boiler.  
 
9. Stack.    This was turned down using a 
hand drill clamped in a vise, starting with  
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a Kemtron Budd 201 casting.  It should be 
shortened to approximate the prototype 
18-inch height.  While it came out OK, I’d 
not do it again that way, because scratch 
building one using bits of brass tubing and 
sheet metal is at least as good looking and 
much faster, as well as, being less 
expensive. 
 
10. Cleanout Plug.    Kemtron p/n X-342A. 
 
11. Sandbox.   Or sand dome, if you 
prefer.  I filed the cast-on version off 
because it was too big and too far forward.  
Photos of H-7’s show at least three 
different types, so photos of your favorite 
prototype are essential to get it right.  
Worse, I’ve not seen any dimensions for 
any of them, so this will be an eyeball job.  
Mine was formed from a piece of brass 
about ¼ inch thick cut, beaten and filed to 
emerge rectangular with rounded corners 
with a shim brass flange soldered to it.  
The hatches on top are of 0.020” brass 1/8” 
by 3/8” long with rounded ends soldered 
on top.  The hand grab is made of #28 
brass wire fitted and soldered into holes.  
Is it accurate?  I don’t know, but it looks 
pretty good.   Because the whole 
locomotive is slightly too long, I located it 
by eye slightly forward of the space 
between the first and second drivers, 
rather than using a prototype dimension 
(which I didn’t have at the time, anyway).  
It is fastened by a long 2-56 screw from 
below. 
 
12. Sanding Valves.   Slightly modified 
Cal Scale p/n 190-286.   The union at the 

top was removed, and the pipes inserted 
into holes drilled into the base of the 
sandbox.  This was then covered with 
small U-shaped bits of 0.010” brass sheet 
filed to shape and soldered to the pipes.  
The sand pipes below the valves are of #26 
brass wire soldered to the valves at the top 
and inserted into holes in the boiler below. 
 
13. Check Valves.  Cal Scale p/n 190-253.  
The water feed lines are #24 brass wire 
soldered into the back of the check valves 
and tacked soldered to the boiler bands 
(see item 15).  They should have been 
mounted using pipe clamps, such as 
Kemtron p/n X-1415.  By the way, the 
little steps along the side of the boiler are 
bits of 0.010 sheet brass about 1/16” by 
1/16” with the sides turned up and 
soldered to pins force-fit into the boiler. 
 
14. Bell.  Cal Scale p/n 190-285. 
 
 
15. Boiler Lagging Bands.   There are four 
of these, made of thin (perhaps 3/64” 
wide) strips of 0.010” thick sheet brass, 
spaced roughly evenly from immediately 
after the smokebox to the front of the 
firebox.   The front one is soldered to the 
end of the smokebox wrapper, covering 
that joint, and the others are fit into holes 
in the boiler and folded over inside. 
 
16. Steam Dome.  This was reshaped from 
Kemtron part Budd 460 by tapering it a bit 
and increasing the rounding from the 
sides to the top.   This also was done using 
the hand drill lathe technique.  It is slightly 
aft of the location of the cast-on dome.  
  
17. Details Under the Running Board.  All 
of the cast-on details under the running 
board were milled off using a Dremel tool  
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or equivalent. The distributing valve and 
small air tank are Cal Scale p/n 190-272, 
with piping of #28 brass wire following 
the diagrams included with the Cal Scale 
packing info.  The air tank is Kemtron p/n 
X-557 and is eight scale feet long.  The 
associated piping is #26 brass wire 
soldered to pins force fit into holes drilled 
in the running board and clipped off.   The 
power reverse is Cal Scale p/n 190-218. 
 
18. Whistle and Steam Pipe. These are Cal 
Scale p/n 190-227.  The base and pop 
valves are not used, as the cast-on pop 
valve cluster is fine as it is. 
 
19. Blow-Off Cocks and Firebox Sides: 
The cast on running boards are removed 
from the front of the firebox back.  They 
will be replaced by new ones mounted a 
scale foot lower all the way back to the end 
of the cab.  File off the projections inside 
the cab (on both sides) to the new level of 
the running boards, and cut new boards 
from 0.030” brass strip sufficiently wide to 
completely cover the inside edges of the 
firebox sides. Notch them to fit around the 
outside of the firebox.   Drill both the new 
running boards to clear 0-80 screws and 
drill and tap matching holes in the top of 
the firebox sides.  Countersink the holes in 
the running boards and screw them to the 
boiler casting.  I also drilled the boiler for a 
force fit pin on each side at the front end of 
the new running boards for additional 
support.   Since I more or less demolished 
the cast-on staybolt details removing the 
cast-on running boards, I filed the whole 
area smooth and reshaped the front corner 

of the firebox to more accurately represent 
an H-7 firebox.  I then made new firebox 
sides using (yep, you guessed) 0.010” 
sheet brass embossed using the same 
process as used for the smokebox 
wrapper, and then epoxied them in place.  
Years later, I decided that I could have 
done a better job of reshaping the firebox 
and maybe shortening it to more closely 
match the prototype length over the mud 
ring of ten feet.  I finished off the firebox 
by forming ashpan sides of 0.010” brass, 
and curving the sides to stand about nine 
scale inches above the bottom, and to 
stand out from the firebox sides about six 
scale inches, then epoxied them on.  Of 
course, you could use Cal Scale p/n 190-
249 ashpans. 
 
Oh yes – the blow off cocks were Cal Scale 
p/n 190-308, but I think Cary p/n 13-160 
would be more accurate. 
 
20. Starting Valve.    Cal Scale p/n 190-
294.  
 
21. Cab.  As I mentioned in the last 
edition, I had a cab from a damaged 
Bowser K-11 that I used.  I sawed if off the 
Bowser casting, and carefully filed the 
front wall flat, along with the bottom.  I 
then went in with a milling cutter in my 
Dremel tool to undercut the front cab 
overhang.  I tried to make it about the 
same thickness as the aft cab roof 
overhang, but this was a strictly seat-of-the 
pants operation. 
 
To mount the cab, I cut off the back end of 
the boiler casting smooth and square (it 
was much easier than reshaping the cab 
front wall to fit around the firebox, 
although that’s what the prototype did).   
When I was happy with the fit, I drilled 
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holes in the running boards to clear a 0-80 
screw and countersunk the holes.  
Matching holes in the bottom of the cab 
were drilled and tapped 0-80.  The cab was 
then permanently installed using 0-80 flat 
head screws.  This has proven to be a very 
solid and permanent installation.   
 
22. Non-Lifting Injector.    Cal Scale p/n 
190-262. 

 
This photo illustrates the parts 23 – 28 that 
will be modified. (Larger photo see page 69) 
 
23.  Turbogenerator.  Cal Scale p/n 190-
211.   It sits on a little platform of sheet 
brass.  I did the platform in one piece with 
the legs on the outside and a little tab on 
the inside.  This way it didn’t come apart 
when I soldered the generator on.  The tab 
and legs fit into holes.  Make them longer 
than necessary so the position can be 
adjusted precisely.  I folded mine over on 
the inside. 
 
24.  Cooling Coil.  Kemtron p/n X-637.  It 
is not painted because it is a very new 
addition –- a couple of months ago.   
 
25.  Air Compressor.  Cal Scale p/n 190-
240.  Note: there are lots of very fine detail 

castings available.  I used a Cal Scale on 
this and most of my other kitbashes 
because they were more readily available 
when I did them.  Use whichever one 
tickles your fancy. 
 
26.  Air Compressor Governor.  This part 
is furnished with the Cal Scale p/n 190-272 
air brake set, most of which is on the 
engineers side, as discussed under item 17. 
 
27.  Non-Lifting Injector.  This is the same 
as the injector on the engineer’s side.  I 
called it out on this side because I 
discovered that many H-7’s had a non-
lifting injector on the right and a lifting 
injector on the left.   Here is where good 
prototype photos of both sides of the 
model loco can keep you out of a lot of 
trouble.  Is it correct for the prototype 
1972?  I don’t know. 
 
28.  D-1 Stoker Engine.  Cal Scale p/n 190-
254.  This is also unpainted because I 
originally used an HT two-cylinder 
version (Cal Scale p/n 190-224).  Most H-
7’s originally had D-1 stokers, but many 
had them replaced with the HT type.  The 
1972 wasn’t one of the ones that got 
changed. 
 
Summary of Locomotive 1972.  It came 
out pretty well.  In looking at it I keep 
thinking I ought to fix some of the more 
obvious errors that I mentioned, but first I 
need to decide if I want to keep it as 1972 
or change it to some other locomotive.  
That will determine what tender I will use, 
and what additional changes I might want 
to make to more accurately represent that 
specific prototype.  The jury is still out on 
that. 
The next issue will cover H-7b Mikado # 
2057.    
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These larger photos of NYC Mikado #1972 illustrate the various parts on the Mantua locomotive that 
I modified to make the model more prototypical. 
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Schedule
Friday, April 26

Registration

Saturday, April 27

Senior Director, Metro-North Railroad 

Sunday, April 28

Historic Sites 
*SELF-GUIDED

Speakers
John Militano 
Harmon Diesel-Electric Shops

George Lukacs
NYCS Station at Poughkeepsie

Fred Schaeffer
Walkway Over the Hudson

Ralph Gabler
NYCS Station at Hyde Park

Bernie Rudberg
Hopewell Junction Station

Carl J. Liba
NYCS Electric Division

Shel Lustig
Working G.C.T. for P.C. and Conrail

Alan Bell
Modeling the New York Central System

Noel Widdi!eld
Publishing the NYC Modeler Magazine

Ron Parisi
How I Model the NYC

Craig Woodworth
Riding Niagaras, Hudsons and Electrics

Joe Schiavone
The Old “Put” Line

Dave McKay
Modeling Commuter Trains on the River  
Division in HO

Otto M. Vondrak
The Harlem Division: Vanderbilt’s First

Registration Fee
$189.00

$229.00

Hotel Rooms

Reservation Deadline is March 27 
for the Special Convention Rate

New York Central System Historical Society
2013 Convention & Meeting

Historical
society, inc.

Grand Central Terminal
100th Anniversary 1913–2013

www.nycshs.org

NYCSHS 2013 Annual Convention 
April 26 – April 28 

Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel 
Poughkeepsie, New York 



Name of Attendee

Name of Guest(s)

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone  Member #

E-mail

Number of Attendees  Total Amount $

New York Central System Historical Society
2013 Convention & Meeting

Poughkeepise, New York • April 26–April 28, 2013

RegiStRatioN FoRM
Historical

society, inc.

Please send payment to: Richard Barrett, 26 James Drive, Loudonville, New York 12211
Please make checks payable to: New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.

Registration Fee: 

NYCSHS Members (including family members) $189.00 each for all activities including the 
Evening Banquet. Non-members can register at $189.00 plus a fee of $39.00. The extra fee 
covers membership in the Society for one year, including all rights and benefits, along with 
one year of the “Central Headlight”. Late registration for NYCSHS members after March 27th 
is $229.00. 

Hotel rooms have been made available at The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel. Please call the hotel 
directly at 1-800-216-1034. Rooms can be reserved at the special NYCSHS rate of $129.00. 

Please note: you must mention the NYCSHS Convention to get the rate. 
Early reservations are essential as there are only 85 rooms reserved for us on a first come, first 
served basis.

You are responsible for making your own reservations.

Dinner Choices:
Please check your choice

Grilled Steak  Chicken Cordon Bleu  Sole Francaise  Florentine Lasagna

noelwiddifield
Text Box
71
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car  

Tony Lucio’s HO Scale Flexi-Flo Covered 
Hopper 

 

 

Tom E. Thompson’s HO Scale NYC 846 Coach 

 

 

These are photos of both sides of Tom’s HO Scale model of NYC 846, a coach that was used on the West 
Shore and later on the B&A.  He will be providing an article on the Bethlehem Car Works kit used for the 
model and prototype background info. He was instrumental in getting BCW to produce the kit.  (Photos by 
Tom E. Thompson.) 

 

In our next issue we will read 
about Tony Lucio’s kitbashed 
AHM Flexi-Flo covered hopper.  
Developed by the NYC in the mid-
1960’s and was built in three 
batches over three years and they 
are still in use today. (Photo by 
Tony Lucio) 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2012 73	  

 

 

Photo Section     
The Observation Car  
Gerald Brimacombe’s O Scale model of the Empire Express 

       

This is a recent image of my O-scale model of the Empire State Express taken at the Lacrosse, Wisconsin, 
train show.  The interesting point about the image is that it was actually made with his iPhone, which is 
an amazing camera receiving wide acclaim in professional circles.  You will note that the ESE is being 
hauled by de-streamlined super Hudson, 5426 that played at the head end of this famous train in both its 
streamlined and de-streamlined versions.  This beautiful O-scale crown model runs on ball bearings, and 
was built by Katsumi (KTM).  It was fully disassembled by him and painted with industrial enamels.  
There were only two Hudson's with the ESE shrouding, and they were frequently being shopped.  The 
Dreyfuss-styled 20th Century Hudsons also saw frequent service on the ESE. The Central could offer 
many surprises when it came to motive power on its passenger trains.   (Photo by Gerald Brimacombe.)  
In the future we are hoping for an article from Jerry, who is a well-known professional photographer.
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car  

 

Dr. Randy Swanson’s O scale layout 

 

Dr. Randy Swanson’s early death prevented him from finishing his beautiful NYC O-scale layout. He was a 
long-time member of the NYC Historical Society and he passed away suddenly last summer.  Both a NYC 
railfan and talented O-scale structure modeler, he had partially completed a layout modeling Westfield, 
New York, Brocton, New York, connecting with the trolley line to Jamestown, and Falconer, New York.  He 
was modeling the 1940’s era.  He was also the owner of the former Lake Shore and Michigan/NYC railroad 
station, in Westfield, New York, which he single-handedly restored.  He won an O-scale award at the 
Chicago meet for the scratch built replica structure of that building featured on the layout.   We felt that his 
30-year pursuit of this hobby deserves a little recognition.  His wife, Linda, gave us permission to 
photograph his wonderful layout and we will share it with you in the next two issues of the NYCentral 
Modeler. (Tom Gerbracht & Noel Widdifield photos)	  

  

A view of the yard 
showing some of 
Randy’s buildings 
(left) and a close-
up of a couple 
more buildings 
(right). 
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The New York Central System Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that their 2013 Annual Meeting & Convention will be held 
Friday, April 26 through Sunday, April 28, 2013, in Poughkeepsie, 
New York, at the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel in Poughkeepsie.  

Visit several historic sites and then join us in the evening at the hotel 
for a series of speakers on Friday.  On Saturday, ride a Metro North 
train along the NYC Hudson and Electric Divisions to the Grand 
Central Terminal and return to the hotel for the banquet and speaker. 

On Sunday take a guided tour of the Metro North Diesel-Electric shops 
at Harmon and return to the hotel in the evening. 

For the modelers, this will be an opportunity to come and see some 
new projects the society is working on and to meet some of the people 
who are helping to expand this area, while other NYC fans can meet 
and talk with former NYC employees from different fields about their 
stories and experiences.  There will be several speakers talking about 
NYCS modeling at the convention.  Be sure you don’t miss this event. 
 
Watch the website: www.nycshs.org for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Dick Barrett at 
Rich645@aol.com or visit our website: www.NYCSHS.com for a 
registration form. (See page 71 for registration form) 

As we travel through the summer, the NYCHS would very much like 
to include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
October 2012 edition.  It will be hard to think about model railroading 
during these warm summer months, but we know that some of you 
continue to build models and run your railroads in spite of all of those 
summer vacations and other fun things. If you are not building or 
buying things for your railroad at least some of you are still running 
your trains.  So even if you don’t feel you can write an article, just send 
us some photos of your layout.  We need them for all of our 
publications, but to make the next one, send them to us by September 
1, 2012. 

NYCSHS 2013 Annual Meeting 
Preview Of 4th 
Quarter 2012 

issue 
 

A shot of Alan Bell’s layout 
and a reminder that Alan 
will be back with Part 2 of 
his Modeling the NYC in 

Albany. 

(Photo by Alan) 

In the next issue will have continuing 
coverage of modeling by Ron Parisi and 

Tom Bailey.  We will also have an 
article on modeling a NYCS Flexi Flo 

covered hopper by Tony Lucio. 
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