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A Busy Day at Albany 
Station 

By Alan Bell 
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NYC Railroad information that is very 
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Alan Bell’s article on “A Busy Day at Albany Union Station” 
focuses on the NYC’s infrastructure around Albany Union 
Station and how he built his layout to model that portion of 
the NYC.  Alan models in HO-scale and his layout was featured 
at the 2012 NYCSHS convention.  He has written earlier articles 
for us and will speak at the 2013 NYCSHS convention. (Page 30) 
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Check out the NYCentral Modeler continuing feature, “From The 
New York Central Engineering Department” by Manuel Duran-
Duran.  It offers scale drawings of NYCS structures to model. 

 

NYCSHS member Charlie Crawford’s layout models the NYC 
Adirondack Division.  Charlie says the Adirondack Division is likened 
to a cat, and that cat has lost about three or four of its nine lives.  He 
has vacationed in the Adirondack Mountains since 1973 and loves it 
there.  That is plenty of reason to construct a model railroad layout of 
that area.  Join us as Charlie tells us about it. (Page 22) 
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(Part 2)                                        
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    79 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
NYCentral Modeler          2nd Quarter 2013 
 2 

 

New York Central System Historical Society 
 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 
Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. Only  

available to members, each 
issue contains a wealth of 
information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, and from the 
early days of Vanderbilt to 
the waning months of 
Young and Perlman, the 
Central Headlight covers it all. 
Our Annual Meetings are 
also an event not to be 
missed, focusing on the 
preservation of New York 
Central railroad history with 
informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today!                                              

     
Board of Directors 

R.J. Barrett, C.J. Beargie, 
P.T. Carver, J. Epperson, 
T.R. Gerbracht, J. Hands, 
S.H. Lustig, R.C. Schiring, 
D. Simonaitis, R.L. Stoving, 
J.C. Suhs, N.F. Widdifield 

Directors Emeriti: A.K. Bush, 
J.W. Mills, J.P. Quinlivan 
(Founder) 

Editor:                   Noel Widdifield 
Asst. Editors:         Tom Bailey 
        John Martin 
Proof Editor:     Julie Sanders 
Associate Editor:       Jim Benedict 
Engineering Dept: Manuel Duran-
Duran 
Layout Drawing Artist:        Frank 
Knight 
 

The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee    

Following the 2011 NYCSHS Convention, the Board of Directors came up with the idea of having 
an official committee that would focus on modeling the NYCS.  We asked for volunteers among the 
members and selected a group to work on this effort. 

The members of the committee are: Ron Parisi, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, Ralph Schiring, Tom 
Stage, Jeff English, Noel Widdifield, Dave Staplin, Larry Faulkner and Rich Stoving.  

We meet monthly to work on all of our projects. We are currently working with some 
manufacturers to provide accurate drawings and materials to help them develop some NYCS 
products. 

We have just released a NYCSHS PS-1 Pacemaker boxcar and are working on a second model for 
release this coming year, but if you have some ideas and/or would like to help, contact us at 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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If you have a layout, and when you find some spare time to cozy up to it, who are you?  Or, 
perhaps better put, “What are you?”  Are you the engineer or fireman of that scale Mike moving 
down the pike with a local freight?  Or are you the conductor, filling out a wheel report?  Or 
maybe you’re a brakeman, swinging down off the caboose, throwing a switch, and giving the 
hogger a hand signal to come on back easy.  Perhaps you think of yourself as a tower operator, 
lining the iron for the next movement, or maybe even the dispatcher, calling all the shots. 

 
Or could it be that you’re perfectly happy to be a spectator, just lounging trackside watching the 
parade?  I’ll have to admit that’s the role that I most enjoy when I want to relax with my layout.  I 
built it with two long main line loops with just that kind of enjoyment in mind.  With a couple of 
well placed easy chairs, and even a love seat so Nancy can join me if she wants, my layout becomes 
a great, big time machine that lets me watch the glory of the passing parade of steam once again.  
Oh sure, the same consists keep going by until I do some jockeying in the staging yards, but that 
doesn’t seem to diminish my enjoyment. 

 
I know. Given the operation-centered focus of today’s brand of model railroading, that makes me 
something of a dinosaur, a grown-up kid playing with his toy train again, and some will say that at 
best I’m not a very good model railroader.  But I scratch-built or kit-bashed a lot of my models, I 
built solid benchwork, I laid good-looking and trouble-free track, I installed simple but dependable 
wiring, and I scenicked the whole thing so it would remind me of the prototype.  That ought to 
count for something.  

   
My hat’s off to model railroaders who take pleasure in being engineers, brakemen, dispatchers, or 
any of the professions that made America’s real railroads great.  They are enjoying the hobby as 
they wish, and best of all, they are having fun.  So am I.  That’s what model railroading should be 
all about.   

 

Richard L. Stoving  
President, NYCSHS  
stoving@ptd.net                        
 

     

 

Who Are You?   By President  R. L.  Stoving 

 
A photo of Rich’s layout with the trains running 
for his enjoyment.  The equipment, track, 
benchwork, wiring, scenery, and easy chairs are 
all in place. Rich and Nancy do enjoy the 
passing trains. (Photo by Noel) 
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From	  the	  Cab	  	  

Over the past year and a half the NYCSHS has added 
a large number of new features for members.  This 
magazine was the first, but there have been others. 

We have a Yahoo Members Group that provides a 
forum for members to ask questions and find useful 
information about the NYCS.  We have recently added 
a NYCSHS Facebook page that is attracting many 
readers from both sexes and all age groups. 

Our new NYCSHS PS-1 Pacemaker boxcar is almost 
half sold out on pre-orders.  We are selling off a large 
number of our excess O-scale models as advertised on 
our website. 

Our popular quarterly magazine, Central Headlight, is 
being offered as a DVD for all issues from 1970 – 2011.  
Our drawing CDs & DVDs are selling quickly.  We 
have discounted our two hard cover books on the 
NYCS and they are selling quickly. 

Our calendar is being sold in record numbers and we 
have set up our NYCSHS online store that is being 
used by many of our members to purchase NYCSHS 
items at member discounts. www.nycshs.net 

But most importantly the Society is growing. Last year 
we increased our membership by over 10% and we 
are on a path to grow even more this year.  This is at a 
time when many similar organizations are declining. 
We must be doing something right!! Watch for more. 

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

The	  NYCentral	  Modeler	  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

I really want to hear from you about what you 
think about this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story. 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS	  Publications	  &	  Info	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHSFacebook 	  NYCSHS-Members 	  
NYCSHS	  Central	  Headlight:	  	  R.	  L.	  Stoving	  stoving@pdt.net	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHS	  Books:	  www.nycshs.org	  

NYCSHS	  Website:	  www.nycshs.org	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHS	  NYCentral	  Modeler:	  Noel	  Widdifield	  NYCBigFour@comcast.net	  

NYC	  Drawings:	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  trg6000@roadrunner.com	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYC	  Passenger	  Cars:	  	  Dave	  Mackay	  mackdave@optimum.net	  
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

Charlie Crawford   “NYC’s Adirondack Division” – Page 22                  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Alan Bell   “A Busy Day at Albany Station” – Page 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing up in New York alongside Erie Lackawanna tracks, and later in 
Vermont, Alan was never able to witness the New York Central in operations.  
His exposure to model railroading began as most young boys with a Christmas 
gift of a Lionel train set.  Trains in 0-27 lead to HO-scale and several practice 
layouts during the teenage years.  An interest in astronomy and telescope-
making has laid model railroading dormant for many years.  Completing his 
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering in 1984 from Clarkson 
University, Alan moved to Indiana to pursue a career in the design and 
manufacturing of spaceflight weather observing instruments. 

Charlie has been a model builder for as long as he can remember. 
Whether it was plastic warships, plastic airplanes, tissue and balsa 
airplanes, wooden sailing ships, or dollhouse furniture; he enjoyed them 
all. However, he had never had taken up model trains. In 1992, his wife 
Karen bought an inexpensive train set to run around our Christmas tree.  

His son, Tim, wanted a longer train than what was in the set. Charlie took the kids to a hobby 
shop and found an open platform coach kit. He then started thinking about building a layout 
based on the Adirondack Division. 

In 1997 his family moved to Georgia due to a job transfer. He joined the NMRA and in 2002 
joined a local modular railroad club. He built his first module based on Big Moose, NY and 
stepped up his research on the Adirondack Division of the New York Central Lines.  Along the 
way He has served as an officer in the NMRA. Piedmont Division, was a founding member of the 
Atlanta Interlocking Model Railroaders, and a member of the Chattahoochee Express operating 
group.  He immediately began participation in the Achievement Program and working towards 
my Master Model Railroader. He achieved that goal in July 2011 as MMR #466. He recently 
joined the New York Central System Historical Society and is looking forward to all it provides. 

Title Photo (Below) “Engine Crew 
Dispatcher Springfield, [Ohio] 3-22-50” 
NYC Photo NYCSHS Collection 

After the marriage to wife Carolyn and the birth of their son and daughter, his interest in model 
railroading was reignited.  The purchase of a ¾”-scale live steam Hudson locomotive kit began 
Alan’s researching of the New York Central.    Completion of a room addition paved the way 
for basement rights and the start of a serious HO scale model railroad layout.  The operational 
complexities of Albany Hill coupled with the multitude of modeling challenges of Albany’s 
Union Station, Rensselaer engine facilities, the shops of West Albany, and scenery of the 
Hudson River lead Alan to select this portion of the New York Central to model.  Alan has been 
a member of the New York Central Historical Society since 2002.  (Photo by Esther Bell) 

New York Central Extra Board  
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Paul Pickard “ Modeling the NYC in TT-Scale – Part 2” - Page 79 

 

Paul started college studying mechanical engineering, but after differential equations got the 
best of him he switched to industrial design figuring that it seemed to work out well for 
Henry Dreyfuss and Raymond Loewy.  He earned his Masters of Industrial Design from 
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. He also completed the bulk of the coursework in Michigan 
Technological University’s Industrial Archaeology masters program, but did not earn a 
degree. 

For 10 years he owned his own company in Hoboken, NJ doing model making, prototyping 
and metal fabrication.  The shop was right next to the DL&W yards, the roof of the building 
was a prime spot for watching C&O 614 depart and arrive when it was running. 

He currently has his own company primarily doing design and fabrication of interactive 
exhibits for science and history museums.  If you have been to the Franklin Institute, the 
NASCAR Hall Of Fame or the Harley Davidson Museum you may have seen his work.   
Paul also worked at Princeton University and The University of New Mexico physics lab 
machine shops building scientific equipment for researchers. 

He has made a lot of false starts with small scale modeling, in just about every scale there is.  
A collection of N scale rolling stock and locomotives is growing for a someday layout.   The 
layout will be the New York Central in the Ashtabula area where his dad lived and worked 
out of for many years.  Castings and drawings from the Society, for a ¾” scale live steam 
Hudson wait on the bench. 

New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Ron	  Parisi	  	  “Manhattan’s	  Greatest	  Train	  Yard:	  Part	  2”-‐	  Page	  46	  

This is Ron’s third article in the NYCentral Modeler. His previous articles: “NYC 
West Side Freight Lines, Parts 1 & 2 and Manhattan’s Greatest Train Yard, Part-1, 
set the stage for this next to last article in this series, “The Lighterage System”. 
Ron is an historian, planner and modeler of railroads and boats.  He is a lover of 
all things New York and modeling the New York Central was an easy choice for 
him. His lifelong career in advertising is thankfully over. I now can devote proper 
time to my avocations of modeling and photography. No, no vineyard or flying 
school is in his future. 

Paul is the son of a thirty-six year New York Central trainman.  As a little 
kid he accompanied his dad to the Collinwood yards meeting real railroad 
characters such as “Cookie” and the crew caller “Bananas.”  As he got 
older he went with his dad on a few runs from Collinwood to Buffalo 
including his retirement run in December of 1976.  
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New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Manuel Duran-Duran   “From The NYC Engineering Department” - Page 67 

       
 

 

 

Although he was born 1,400 miles away (in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico) and after the NYC’s demise, 
he believes his interest in the NYC comes from his love of big cities and the railroads that served 
them.  He is fascinated by the unique S-, T-, and P-motors of the NYCS only found on the NYC.   
He has a Masters in Architecture, and has been working as a Preservation Architect, restoring 
historic buildings for the National Park Service, most of them located in the southeast region. 
These include the Louisiana Monument at the Vicksburg National Military Park, the Memorial 
Building at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site, Andrew Johnson Homestead at 
the Andrew Johnson National Historic Site and for the last three years at the Melrose Mansion unit 
of the Natchez National Historical Park in Mississippi.  He is currently modeling the Park Avenue 
Viaduct of the Electric Division, and we are expecting an article from him on the NYC electrics. 

 

“From The NYC Engineering Department” 

This issue continues Manuel’s regular feature for the NYCentral Modeler where he will be 
providing detailed and accurate drawings of NYCS structures developed from the NYCSHS’s 
extensive collection of drawings.  Each month we will feature a different drawing that will be 
accurately drawn and displayed in HO- or N-scale.   These drawings will allow the modeler to 
construct prototypically correct NYCS buildings directly from the plans included in each issue.  

In Manuel’s article in this issue he tells us about the role that stockyards played in the railroad 
business beginning back in the mid-1800’s and a little about that business on the NYC.  
Interestingly the NYC ranked 5th in stock car ownership in the 1930’s.  Read about it on page 67.   

                          

Manuel is a new member of the New York Central Historical Society this 
year and agreed to take on the challenge of heading up our drawing 
project for the magazine.  He was introduced to model trains at age five 
with a Lionel train set, but unlike many it was an HO-scale one rather than 
an O-scale set.  He still owns that set in its original but damaged box. 
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Tom Bailey   “Kitbashing Steam Locomotives – Part 3” - Page 85 

 

  
locomotive on the Michigan Central mainline through Ann Arbor, MI, his hometown. 

The transition to functioning model locomotives came easily through Mantua, John English, and 
Varney kits, some of which he still has.  He tried to modify all of them to resemble NYC prototypes, 
with enough success that he kept trying.  The first recognizable effort was the forerunner to his 
existing H-7e Mikado from a Mantua Mikado that he bought secondhand from a friend.  That was 
unveiled, with a plastic cab and tender from a Rosebud Kitmaster Hudson at the local model 
railroad club about 1959.  (That locomotive has been redone at least three times since then and is 
facing yet another rework.  He hopes to get it right this time.) 

Tom currently has a 12-foot by 20-foot HO-scale layout built around a fictional NYC secondary line 
and the Lake Shore Electric interurban railway.  Pieces of it were featured in a two-part article that 
ran in the Railroad Model Craftsman magazine in March and April 1980.  Since then, those pieces 
have been moved three times, and have been supplemented by much new work adapted to new 
locations.  It runs tolerably well and looks nice, but is hard to photograph, as some of the photos 
show.   The most recent exposure his stuff has seen was in the NYCSHS Central Headlight in 2006 
and 2008. 

Tom graduated from the University of Michigan in 1965 and was commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Air Force.  He spent 30 years both on active duty and as a participating AF reservist, retiring 
in 1996.  When he was not on active duty, he was a proposal writer and supervisor with the 
aerospace industry in Illinois, Michigan, and Texas.  His last position was with L-3 
Communications Mission Integration Division, Greenville, TX, from which he retired after 20 years 
in 2006.  Tom is one of our Assistant Editors on the NYCentral Modeler and has written three 
previous articles for us.  Only recently have we persuaded Tom to send us a photo and bio. 

Tom Bailey has been interested in pretty much anything that runs on railroad 
tracks since before he can remember: his mother reported that at age three, he 
would not go to sleep unless he watched the regular northbound train at 9:00 pm 
that ran near their house.  He did the usual Lionel thing with his dad and older 
brother, but his real entry into modeling was with Strombecker HO-gauge 
wooden train kits, starting with the Rock Island Rocket, then moving into 
everything Strombecker offered.  One of his first model locomotive modifications 
was gluing a little piece of wood dowel to the front end of a Strombecker Mikado 
to make it resemble the NYC H-10 Mikados that were the standard freight 

New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
NYCentral Modeler          2nd Quarter 2013 
 9 

 

 

Frank Knight  New Layout Drawing Artist for the NYCentral Modeler  - Page 39 - 40 

 

Frank also began his modeling career with the NYC. He received his first locomotive, a Marx O27 
NYC #999, at Christmas when he was five-years-old. Over the years he progressed through various 
scales and gauges including HO-, HOn3-, N-, Sn2- and is now planning a NYC layout in S-scale. 
His latest modeling project is a full-size replica caboose to be used as a guest house. Scheduled 
completion is fall of 2013. 

He has been retired for two years from his 45 year career as a systems programmer working for 
IBM, Unum, and L.L.Bean. He lives with his wife and two Samoyed dogs on 29 acres in rural 
Maine. 

This is Frank’s first attempt at doing layout drawings for the NYCentral Modeler, and he bagan this 
adventure by volunteering soon after he joined the NYCSHS.  He made the mistake of telling the 
editor that he was experimenting with his CAD system and thought it would be fun to help with 
the magazine by doing some layout drawings for us.  You can see his first such drawings following  
Alan Bell’s article on pages 39 & 40.  Frank had no idea what he was getting into with Alan’s very 
large and complex layout, but he has done a great job with this first set of drawings. 

 

Frank Knight of  New Gloucester, ME became a NYC fan while growing 
up as he lived in a house literally across the street from the NYC, DT&I 
and D&TSL. Not only did he enjoy watching trains, they were part of the 
environment. He is now beginning retirement with a plan to build a small 
piece of the NYC in his basement. To that end he recently joined the 
NYCSHS to help in his research.  

 

NYCSHS Mystery Photo 

The photo on the left was taken at Carman on 12/11/1943 and 
is from the NYCSHS photo collection.  Our experts are stumped 
as to what the cars on this train are for and to whom they 
would have belonged.  Do any of you readers have any idea 
about these cars or what they their purpose would be.  We 
have blown the photo up to 4 times normal size and are unable 
to read any of the lettering on the unique rolling stock. 

If you have the answer, send it to NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

 

New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
NYCentral Modeler          2nd Quarter 2013 
 10 

 
 

 

Modeling News Updates 

Grand Central Terminal’s Centennial 
 
The NYC opened the first Grand Central 
Depot in 1871, renovated it in 1898 to 
become the Grand Central Station, and 
replaced it with Grand Central Terminal in 
1913.  Although it drew criticism when it 
first opened, and was nearly razed in the 
1960’s and 1970’s, it has been restored to its 
original beauty.  The 100th anniversary was 
celebrated on February 1, 2013.  There is 
excellent coverage of this event in the three 
magazines shown below. 
 

              
Central Headlight         Trains      Railfan & Railroad 

 

Each of these magazines provides great 
coverage of the Terminal.  Our upcoming 
NYCSHS Convention events include a tour 
of the Grand Central Terminal.  We hope to 
see you there. 

 

       

For the first time the NYCSHS is offering a 
DVD with the entire collection of the NYCSHS 
Central Headlights from 1970 through 2011.   

The DVD contains an index with the ability to 
search through the entire collection to find any 
item of interest or article and open it directly. 

Each page of every issue is in a printable PDF 
format allowing you to print out those pages 
or issues that you need.  You can also simply 
read/view each page on your computer screen. 

Look for more information on our website 
about this wonderful resource for your 
research or reading pleasure. Price includes 
shipping and handling for domestic buyers.  
Non-US buyers will be charged actual shipping 
costs. Ohio residents add 7.75% sales tax. 

Send your orders to the address above or go to 
www.NYCSHS.org for more information.  
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Noel	  Widdifield	  provided	  all	  of	  the	  information	  from	  this	  page	  and	  
the	  following	  five	  pages	  for	  “What’s	  New	  for	  NYCS	  Modeling.”	  

 

Art from one of the many NYCS posters.  This 
one emphasized the adding of 65 new 
locomotives that the NYC was adding during 
the WW II years.  A reminder of a time when 
steam was still king.  (NYCSHS Collection) 

O-Scale 

Rolling Stock 

  

Product Line: RailKing 
http://www.mthtrains.com 

Shipping Date: Apr. 2013, Product Number: 30-
72108  

M.S.R.P. $ 49.95  

Features  

·  Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body  

·  Metal Wheels and Axles  

·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  

·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  

·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  

·  Decorative Brake Wheels  

·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  

·  Needle-Point Axles  

·  Removable Gondola Cover  

·  Unit Measures: 11 15/16 x 2 3/16 x 1 11/16  

·  Operates On O-27 Curves  

 

Product Line: MTH Premier 

Shipping Date: Apr. 2013  

50’ Ps-1 Box Car w/Youngstown Door - Pittsburgh 
& Lake Erie (NYC) 12 different road numbers  
Product Number: 20-93583  

M.S.R.P. $ 59.95  

Features  

·  Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body  

·  Metal Wheels and Axles  

·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks  

·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  

·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  

·  Decorative Brake Wheels  

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
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·  Separate Metal Handrails  

·  Fast-Angle Wheel Sets  

·  Needle-Point Axles  

·  Sliding Car Doors  

·  1:48 Scale Dimensions  

·  Unit Measures:14 1/2” x 2 5/8” x 4 3/16”  

·  Operates On O-31 Curves  

 

 

Product Line: RailKing  

Roadname: Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 50’ Double 
Door Plugged Boxcar - Pittsburgh & Lake Erie  

Shipping Date: June 2013  Car No. 6498  

Product Number: 30-74719  M.S.R.P. $ 54.95  

Features  

·  Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body  

·  Die-Cast 4-Wheel Trucks with metal wheels and 
axes with fast-angle wheel sets 

·  Operating Die-Cast Metal Couplers  

·  Colorful, Attractive Paint Schemes  

·  Opening Car Doors  & Decorative Brake Wheels  

·  Needle-Point Axles  

·  Unit Measures: 13” x 2 1/2” x 3 1/2”  

·  Operates On O-31 Curves  

Locomotives 

 

Product Line: MTH Premier SD70ACe Diesel 
Engine w/Proto-Sound 3.0 (Hi-Rail Wheels) - New 
York Central (NS Heritage) 

Cab No. 1066  Product Number: 20-20274-1  

M.S.R.P. $ 459.95  Shipping Date: June 2013 

 Features  

·  Intricately Detailed ABS Body 

·  Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 

·  Colorful Paint Scheme 

·  Metal Chassis 

·  Metal Handrails and Decorative Horn 

·  (2) Cab Figures 

·  Moveable Roof Fan Blades 

·  Metal Body Side Grilles 

·  Directionally Controlled Headlights 

·  Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 

·  (2) Precision Flywheel Equipped Motors 

·  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH 
Increments 

·  Lighted Cab Interior 

·  Illuminated Number Boards, Marker Lights 

·  Operating Ditch Lights & Smoke Unit 

·  Proto-Scale 3-2 3-Rail/2-Rail Conversion Capable 

·  Kadee Compatible Coupler Mounting Pad 

Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command 
System Featuring: Freight Yard Proto-Effects  

·  Unit Measures:18 1/2" x 2 5/8" x 4"  
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·  Operates On O-42 Curves  

· Diesel DCC Features  

·  Headlight 

·  Bell, Whistle/Horn and large number of other  

Due to popular demand, MTH Electric Trains 
will be promoting non-powered hi-rail versions 
of all 20 Premier Line locomotives featured in 
M.T.H.'s 2012 Norfolk Southern Heritage 
Series of real-life SD70ACe and ES44 diesel 
locomotives currently running on Norfolk 
Southern's rails. The non-powered versions 
will carry the same cab number as the powered 
locomotives already announced in the MTH 
Premier Line but will allow consumers a less 
expensive alternative for those interested in 
collecting a large or complete selection of the 
20 locomotive series. MSRP for the non-
powered units will be $269.95. 

 

MTH Premier  
GP-9 Diesel Engine With Proto-Sound 3.0 
Cleveland Union Terminal  
Shipping Date: Early 2013  
Cab Nos. 5900, 5901 & 5903  
Product Number: 20-20247-1  
M.S.R.P. $ 439.95  
 
Details include: see-through end steps, body side 
grilles, and roof fan housings; metal side and end 
handrails; separate metal grab irons; metal lift rings 
on its roof panels; windshield wipers; and the 
super-detailed Blomberg trucks introduced earlier 
on our Premier F-units. It also features authentic 
first-generation diesel sounds including a single-
chime air horn and the throb of an EMD 16-
cylinder model 567 prime mover - so named 

because each of its cylinders displaced 567 cubic 
inches.  
 
Features:  
•  Intricately Detailed ABS Body 
•  Die-Cast Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 
•  Colorful Paint Scheme 
•  Metal Chassis 
•  Metal Handrails and Decorative Horn 
•  (2) Engineer Cab Figures 
•  Metal Body Side Grilles 
•  Operating Smoke Unit 
•  (2) Remotely Controlled Proto-Couplers 
•  1:48 Scale Proportions 
•  Metal Wheels, Axles and Gears 
•  (2) Precision Flywheel Equipped Motors 
•  Locomotive Speed Control In Scale MPH Increments 
•  Lighted Cab Interior 
•  Illuminated Number Boards 
•  Lighted Marker Lights 
•  Moveable Roof Fan Blades  
•  Proto-Sound 3.0 With The Digital Command System 
Featuring: Freight Yard Proto-Effects  
•  Unit Measures:14 3/4" x 2 1/2" x 3 3/4"  
•  Operates On O-31 Curves Diesel DCC Features  
•  Headlight 
•  Bell 
•  Whistle/Horn 
 
 

	  
MTH Premier  

  
0-6-0 USRA Steam Engine w/Proto-Sound 3.0 (Hi-
Rail Wheels) - New York Central Cab No. 232  
Product Number: 20-3452-1  
Shipping Date: Jan. 2013  
M.S.R.P. $ 649.99 
Details include:  Die-cast boiler, chassis & tender, 
1/48 proportions, metal wheels & axles, train crew, 
firebox glow, real coal load, metal handrails & bell, 
lighted cab interior, precision flywheel motor, and 
Proto-Scale 3-2-3-rail/2 rail conversion.  Operates 
on 0-31 curves. 

 

 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         



	  
	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2013 14	  

HO-Scale 

Rolling Stock 

      

Accurail Big Four 55- Ton Hopper Catalog #2401 

Available now. 
http://www.accurail.com/accurail/index.htm 

Locomotives 

Bowser Executive Line Alco C430 Loco 

Featured in last month’s NYCentral Modeler 
shown above in later NYC paint scheme. 
http://www.bowser-trains.com/      

 

Athearn MDC Old Time 2-8-0 
http://www.athearn.com 

Road numbers 2349, 2385, 2364 

MSRP $159.98 Available now 

Features 

• Fully assembled and ready for your layout 
• Prototype specific smokestack, dome, 

headlight, lead truck and tender 
• Upgraded drive mechanism 
• Equipped with Quick Plug DCC 

technology 
• Accurate painting and printing 
• McHenry scale knuckle spring couplers 

installed 

Specifications 

DCC: Ready 
SOUND: Ready 
COUPLER STYLE: McHenry Scale Knuckle 
ERA: 1880's - 1930's 

 

MTH GP-35 

MTH Cab No. 6131 Product Number: 80-2163-0  

M.S.R.P. $ 179.95   Shipping Date Expected Soon 

Features  

·  Intricately Detailed ABS Body 

·  Authentic Paint Scheme & Cab Numbers 

·  Detailed Truck Sides, Pilots and Fuel Tank 

·  Die-Cast Metal Chassis 

·  Detachable Scale Snow Plow 

·  (2) Cab Figures 

·  Constant Voltage Bright LED Headlights 

·  RP-25 Metal Wheels Mounted On Metal Axles 

·  Powerful 12 Volt, Skew Wound 5-Pole Precision 
Flywheel Equipped Motor 

·  Illuminated Number Boards 
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·  Operating Ditch Lights 

·  (2) Scale Kadee Couplers 

·  Built-In NMRA 8-pin plug for DCC 

·  Operates On Code 70, 83, & 100 Rail Curves  

·  Unit Measures:  

·  Operates On 18" Radius Curves 

 

 

Sunset Models P-1a & P2b featured in last month’s 
NYCentral Modeler has a major review in last 
month’s Model Railroader. 

 http://www.3rdrail.com/ho_scale.htm 

N-Scale 

Sets 

      
Micro-Trains  Grand Central Station 
Commemorative Set 

This commemorative 100th anniversary set features 
a New York Central 2-8-2 Steam Locomotive, RPO, 

Two Paired Window Coaches and an Observation 
car. Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate the 
centennial of Grand Central Terminal with this 
historic set. Contact your local dealer today. 
Locomotive is a Model Power® engine equipped 
with Magne-Matic® couplers. 

Pre-production samples shown. Available Mar 13    
#993 01 220  MSRP $229.95   http://www.micro-
trains.com 

Z-Scale 

Locomotives 

 

 

Micro-Trains  NYC F-7 Freight Units 

Road Numbers 1641/2442 

Available Now. 

These locos were built in 1949-1952 by Electro 
Motive Division (EMD). They are painted black 
with gray lightning stripes. Promoting itself as the 
“Water Level Route,” NYC added 238 F-7 freight 
cabs during this time. They were powered by 4,500 
HP 567 EMD diesel engines. 

#980 01 030  MSRP $109.95 
#980 02 030  MSRP $94.95 

http://www.micro-trains.com 
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Books 

 
New York Central Trackside 
Big Apple to Buffalo 1965-1969 
with Al Roberts  
Allan H. Roberts 

Noted rail photographer Al Roberts gives the 
reader the lowdown on the east end of the NYC 
and what it’s like taking photos on the NYC and 
PC. 

FEBRUARY 1, 2013 RELEASED:  Price $59.95  

Magazines 

Railroad Model Craftsman 

         

February 2013 page 14 

NYCSHS 40-foot PS-1 Pacemaker Boxcar 

Listed under “HO scale product news” 

The Society’s first model offering. 

 

Classic Trains 

    
Spring 2013 

“Under my nose”  Pages 50 – 59 

Jim Shaughnessy 

A great story about Troy Union Station in the late 
1940’s and 1950’s.  Lots of NYC locomotives and 
rolling stock in the photos. Lightning Stripe diesels 
and a Hudson in the photos.  The Troy Union 
Railroad was the “paper” railroad that owned the 
station. It was owned by the Boston & Maine, 
Delaware & Hudson and the NYC, with the NYC 
holding a 50% interest.  Great article for NYC fans. 

“Illiana ping-pong” Pages 62 -69 

J. David Ingles 

This article provides a sample of Chicago short-
haul trains in 1967.  Coverage of the NYC trains 
from Lafayette, IN to Chicago.   One photo of the 
James Whitcomb Riley with solid grey E-8’s with a 
cigar band in one photo. 

“The Century at Syracuse” Pages 80 - 82 

Fred B. Videtto 

A story about the author as a freshman at Syracuse 
University in 1928 and the NYC 20th Century 
Limited passenger trains that passed through the 
Syracuse depot.  Two very nice photos of Hudsons 
up front on a couple of passenger trains. 
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NYCSHS Advertising 

The Society has placed ads in the following 
magazines to recruit new members and to attract 
people to our 2013 Convention in Poughkeepsie. 

NMRA Magazine 

Train Collectors Association National 
Headquarters News 

Railpace 

We have also set up a NYCSHS Facebook page and 
have been attracting a very large number of 
interested people to the page.  Our reach continues 
to expand and we have gotten favorable feedback 
from people who are pleased that we are reaching 
out to the younger generation about the Society 
and the New York Central System. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-
Central-System-Historical-
Society/302109173240295 

If you have a chance to check out those ads and 
Facebook, let us know.  We have been getting a 
very large number of new members signing up this 
year and the Convention is almost sold out. 

Letters & Email to the Editor 

“As a NYC rail fan all of my life and presently 
working on a layout depicting Grand Central and 
the Buffalo Terminal, I find the magazine a real 
treasure.” 

    Wayne Spencer 

 “I am a recent Society member and am enjoying it 
greatly and only beginning to find my way around 
the site! I have a paint scheme question!  I’m 
hoping you can assist me! 
 
“The first delivered NYC E-7 diesel units had the 
early taller nose stripes and were used with a paint 
scheme predating the oft pictured light grey body 
and dark grey stripe. I have two books with the 

same photo of this earliest of E-7’s. One indicates 
the scheme was a solid grey with the stripes in 
white and the other book says it was a black body 
with dark grey between the white stripes. I’d love 
to know which is correct! 
Thank in advance for considering my question. 
Happy New Year,”           
 
Bob Hoffman 
“Hello Bob, 
    
“Noel Widdifield forwarded your message to me to 
get you an answer.  The short version is that the 
first E-7’s were ordered by the NYC on order #E-
639.  There were 8 “A” units and 4 “B” units.  The 
A’s were numbered 4000-4007 and the B’s 4100-
4103.  They were pained in a “High Stripe” design, 
with cured end lightning stripes on the sides near 
the cab door and continued straight back to the end 
of the body.  The 4000, 4001 and 4005 – 4007 were 
two-tone grey in the 1940 20th Century Limited style, 
where the carbody was light grey (not really light) 
and the stipe was dark grey (very dark).  The 4002 
& 4003 had the same striping but black bodies. I 
cannot comment on the “B” units as I have never 
seen photos of them in either scheme.  All striping 
was white. 

I hope this helps clear things up. 

Happy New Year”  Dave Mackay 

On page 54 of the last issue of the NYCentral 
Modeler we had a photo of a New York Central 
Railroad Car shops and we asked you readers if 
you knew where it was located. 

We got some answers and one of them was correct. 
Some thought that it looked similar to the Car 
Shops at Airline Yard in Toledo, but Paul Pickard 
was the first to get the right answer. 

Paul said, “The picture of the car shops on page 55 
is Ashtabula.  I have a print from the Allen County 
Historical Society from the USRA valuation that 
shows it.” 

Congratulations Paul, you are correct. 

Mark Nilges also sent in the correct answer, but it 
arrived after Paul’s. 

     Noel 
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“Regarding ' Pullman-Standard's ‘Airslide’: These 
are by General American. I hope I am not the first 
to notice this. I have a few Flexi-Flo's from a garage 
sale that need sprucing up. 
  
NYCentral Modeler is off to a great start! I look 
forward to more. PDFs are so much easier to 
store.” 

Doug Brown 

Hi Doug, 
 
“Doug, 
You are correct of course, and I should and actually 
did know better, as I have several airslide models 
and have researched paint schemes including 
demonstrators and lessees with GACX marks and 
logos.   May I attribute this error to a mental 
transposition (fancy term for brain typo, 
oops)?  Nonetheless, I do regret it.   
 
For what it's worth, the original article on my site 
garnered dozens of comments over three years - 
you are indeed the first one to catch this!  Thanks 
for bringing it to my attention.   I will correct the 
copy on my site.   
 
Thanks and happy rails,”   Tony Lucio 

 
 “Hello Noel: 
 
“I was finally able to finish reading the latest issue, 
and I have to say that it was a great one.  I'm very 
pleased with how the drawing article came out. 
I hope the readers find it useful.  
 
“I also liked your article about your father's train 
set.  I can relate to it, as I have my grandfather's 
Lionel trains, O-gauge, mostly post-war.  He was in 
his 40's when he got back into the hobby.  I 
remember him telling us stories about his 
childhood train set, which was gauge 1, (not sure if 
it was Lionel or Marklin).  For some reason, that 
train set did not survived into his adulthood. It 
would have been very nice to have that one as well. 
 
“I'm attaching a couple of pictures to show you 
what I have been working on.  I took the drawings 

of the section house and prepared them to be made 
into a laser cut model.  The big one is O-Scale and 
the small one is HO-Scale.  This is just the interior 
frame as there were some problems with the laser 
and I decided not to waste the material cutting the 
roof and walls.  I will do that some other day. 
 
“I'm about to start working on the stockyard 
drawing.  This one should be easy...” 

Manuel Duran-Duran 

 

Manuel’s start on building the section house that 
he made the drawings for in the last NYCentral 
Modeler. 

Manuel, 

First, let me thank you for the great job you are 
doing for us on the “From the NYC Engineering 
Department”.  Your willingness to take this on 
adds to the quality and content of the magazine. 

Second, let me tell you we are looking forward to 
the drawings of the NYC stockyards. 

Third, your beginning construction on last month’s 
models looks like a great work in progress.  Please 
be sure to send us the photos of the final product. 

     Noel 

Tom Stage reminded me that his name is Stage and 
not Ball.  Tom is one of the members of the 
NYCSHS Modeler’s Committee.   

Sorry about that Tom.  I will be sure to correct that 
in this issue. 

     Noel 

“Rich” (Stoving), 

“Got my copy (Central Headlight) and agree.  Just 
another reason to be a member also.  Great job on 
the NYCentral Modeler magazine too.  Life is 
good.......”      Don Florwick 
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NYCSHS “Store” 
 
NYCSHS members – please be aware that getting 
your 20% discount on non-sale items at our new 
on-line shop is a two-step process. 
 
First, you have to click on the "Customer Login" tab 
near the top of the home page, and register 
yourself with the store. 
 
During that process, you will be asked for your 
birthday. We could not turn off this feature – don't 
worry, we won't advertise your age or send you 
birthday spam. 
 
At the conclusion of this process, the store will give 
you a customer number.  NYCSHS members 
should IGNORE this number. 
 
Go ahead and order memberships, Headlight back 
issues (the DVD or hard copies) or the two-volume 
steam locomotive set if you wish. If you want the 
discount, do NOT order Pacemaker boxcars or the 
Central Headlight – Reprint of the First 
Years book at this time. 
 
About 24 to 48 hours after you register, NYCSHS 
members will get an email confirming their shop 
membership and advising that their customer 
number was changed to match the digits in your 
NYCSHS membership number. 
 
Now the store will recognize you as a member, but 
you still need to click the "Customer Login" tab and 
give the system the digits in your NYCSHS 
membership number. Life, Contributing and 
Sustaining members should NOT add in the "L", 
"C", or "S" letters that you see on your membership 
cards, or on your address labels. What a wonderful 
system – NOT!! 
 
Otherwise, the shop is off to a great start. Sales 
were tremendous during our first two weeks, and 
have now tapered off to a nice flow. Internet traffic 
is holding at about 70 visits a day, with six or eight 
sales, and three folks registering with the shop. 
 
Thanks to our inexperience, and our software's 
limits, we had some trying moments…. 
 

The store's software initially had trouble with all 
foreign shipping addresses. We got around this by 
defining the "International" shipping 
method. You would not believe the variation in 
shipping costs and customs duties involved in 
shipping some items. Some folks are paying more 
to ship the two-volume "Steam Locomotives of the 
NYC" set than they pay us for the books!  
(That's more evidence of what a great value they 
are). 
 
We do ask foreign customers to use the 
"International" shipping method. The store will 
then charge you for the merchandise, but not for 
shipping. We will contact you via email to advise 
you of the shipping costs, less any USA shipping 
costs that are already included within each item's 
cost. 
 
We had some shipping problems when orders 
consisted only of new and renewal 
memberships. Obviously, nothing is shipped; but 
try telling that to our store's software. Again, we 
established a "Membership Items Only" shipping 
method as a work around. 
 
We found it impossible to get the store to 
consistently charge Ohioans the 7.75% sales tax that 
the state requires. Our vendor, 1and1 Internet told 
us that they were looking into the matter. It sounds 
like we are trying to steer the Titanic. 
 
Now that we have more experience, things are 
settling down and proceeding more 
smoothly. Soon we will look at shopping cart 
platforms that link directly to UPS and the USPS 
and automatically calculate shipping based on the 
customer's address. We would also like to add 
more graphical `pizzazz' to the store's basic layout. 
It took quite a few hours to configure the shop, but 
we may have to go through it again as the Board 
considers moving the shop to greener 
pastures. 
 
In the meantime, we encourage you to look at the 
progress we have made, and perhaps make some 
purchases. You can find us at: www.nycshs.net or 
by using links on the Society's main web site. 
 
Thanks for your interest! 
 
Ralph Schiring, “Storekeeper”, Director - NYCSHS 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2013 20	  

      



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2013 21	  

HO 40' PS-1 Box Car - New York Central   Manufactured by MTH for the NYCSHS

 
These unique cars are being produced to introduce a line of cars that will be offered to our 
members and the general modeling community.  This first car is designed to allow members 
to show off their membership in the Society to visitors to their collections or layouts.  We 
expect the cars to quickly become collectors items because of the limited numbers being 
produced in this logo and these road numbers. (Manufactured by MTH) 

The cars are numbered 171970 and 172013 to commemorate the founding of the NYCSHS in 
1970 and the year that the car will be released, 2013. 

The NYCSHS is working with manufactures to develop additional models that will be 
prototypically correct for future sale by the Society.  We are using the archival resources of 
the Society to provide drawings and photos of the prototypes to the manufacturers.  Look 
for some of these models in HO and other scales to be introduced in the coming months.  

• Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body 
• Metal Wheels and Axles on Detailed 4-Wheel Trucks  
• Decorative Brake Wheels  
• 1:87 Scale Dimensions  
• Kadee® Compatible Couplers  
• Detailed Undercarriage  
• Unit Measures: 6 1/4” x 1 1/2” x 2 1/8”  
• Operates On 18" Radius Curves  

Shipping Date:  Est. March 2013   MSRP:  $24.95    NYCSHS Price: $22.95 each or both for 
$42.00 plus domestic shipping $5.00 on first car & $2.50 each additional car.  Non-US buyers 
contact us for shipping costs.  Members who check in to the online store are eligible for a 
20% discount on the car. Ohio residents add Ohio 7.75% sales tax on the car(s). Visit our 
website for details and snatch a couple for your collection. We are producing a very limited 
number of these cars. To preorder go to our online store: nycshs.net or contact us by email 
at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
 

Order your NYCSHS Pacemaker boxcar today! 

New	  York	  Central	  System	  Historical	  Society	  
Introduces	  the	  First	  of	  our	  NYCS	  Models	  
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New York Central’s Adirondack Division 
has been likened to a cat, a cat that has lost 
about three or four of its nine lives. I have 
vacationed in the Adirondack Mountains 
since 1973. I can’t wait to get back to the 
crisp air, hike its mountain trails, paddle 
its waterways, and swim in the beautiful 
lakes. In 1990, I purchased a book, Raquette 
Lake, a Time to Remember by Ruth Timm. 
This thoughtful history of the hamlet and 
its people had pictures of the Raquette 
Lake Railway. One photo especially 
caught my attention; it showed open 
platform coaches by the general store 
alongside the lake. 

The Adirondack Division was the New 
York Central’s connection to Montreal via 
Utica and Malone, NY, and the growing 
resorts of the Adirondack Park along the 
way. Built as the Mohawk and Malone in 
1892 by Dr. William S. Webb, it was 
acquired shortly after by the New York 
Central. 

 

On Charlie’s layout horses are still used for 
many tasks.  He has an interest in logging 
operations and has included that on the 
layout. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 

When the line began operations, older 
resorts such as Trenton Falls and Blue 
Mountain Lake faded and others such as 
Old Forge, Raquette Lake, Tupper Lake, 
Paul Smith’s, Saranac Lake, and Lake 
Placid grew. 

Passengers were the main business on the 
Adirondack Division. Wealthy families 
traveled by rail to private “camps” or 
lavish hotels. At Raquette Lake a siding 
covered by a shed was constructed for 
private cars. The very wealthiest 
Americans of the “robber baron” era came 
to the Adirondacks. JP Morgan, Andrew 
Carnegie, the Vanderbilts, and Collis 
Huntington all rode its rails. The Lake 
Placid Club, founded three years after the 
line was completed, was an early 
proponent of winter sports, drawing 
vacationers throughout the year. 

Wood products producers were major 
customers for the Adirondack Division. 
Prior to the railroads coming, only soft 
woods were cut and they were driven to 
mills on rivers flowing out of the 
Adirondacks.  At least six logging 
railroads connected to the Adirondack 
Division and shipped wood products, both 
hardwood and softwood, out on the line. 

Lake Ice was a major winter business until 
the 1920’s. White Lake (later Woodgate) 
had a major ice house that supplied Utica. 
Ice was also cut at Old Forge Pond and 
Raquette Lake. Commercial interests in 
Raquette Lake had contracts to supply the 
New York Central ice houses in 
Weehawken, NJ, with as much as 50,000 
tons each winter. Ice is still cut and used  

Modeling	  the	  Adirondack	  Division	  
By	  Charlie	  Crawford	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Charlie)	  
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today by the Raquette Lake Supply 
Company general store to cool their 
produce and meats. Of course, the line also 
supplied the small towns and resorts along 
the way with their supplies. 

The Adirondack Division as a prototype 
also drew my interest because of the 
extensive amount of published material 
about the line. Besides the book previously 
mentioned, I found the following very 
helpful: Fairy Tale Railroad by Henry 
Harter, Railroads of the Adirondacks, a 
History by Michael Kudish, Rails in the 
Northwood’s by Richard Allen and others, 
and Logging Railroads of the Adirondacks by 
Bill Gove. (See Photo 1 at end of article.) 

Besides the published material, I have 
visited many locations along the 
Adirondack Division and ridden the 
Adirondack Scenic Railway at Thendara, 
NY, both to Carter Station and Moose 
River. The locations visited include: 
Raquette Lake, Remsen, Lake Clear, Big 
Moose, Buck Pond, Twitchell Creek 
Bridge, Saranac Lake, and Lake Placid. The 
bridge at Twitchell Creek involved a mile 
hike into the woods to a beautiful three-
section plate girder bridge.  

In 2000, I first saw modular clubs in the 
Atlanta area. I was interested in 
developing my skills starting with a small 
section and expanding from there. The 
clubs I saw were using DCC, which were 
also of interest.  

My first module representing the 
Adirondack Division was a four-foot- 
three-track straight module with two 
crossovers. Since Big Moose had three 

tracks, that’s what I named it. I also had a 
model of a mainline icehouse and 
platform. Ice had been a large part of the 
division’s business so I placed that on the 
module. Later a New York and Ontario 
and Western icehouse and creamery 
following buildings in Campbell Hall, NY 
were placed on the module. An I.H.C. 
model of a rural depot was also placed on 
the module. As the Adirondacks are 
heavily wooded, I did place about 60 pine 
trees on the module. My daughter gave me 
several moose and usually a moose is 
found in Big Moose even though they 
were not found in the Adirondacks in the 
1920’s. 

 

New York Central # 1294 is switching MDT 
refrigerated cars at the Dairylea creamery at 
Campbell Hall, NY. 1294 is a custom decaled 
Ten Wheeler by Bachmann. MDT 17006 is a 
custom decaled Walthers wood sheathed 
reefer. MDT 8330 is scratch built from styrene 
and lettered with dry transfers. The building 
to the left is a scratch built icehouse based on 
a N.Y.O&W. prototype. The Dairylea 
Creamery to the right is also scratch built. 
(Photo by Charlie Crawford) 
 

 

Modeling	  the	  Adirondack	  Division	  (Continued)	  
By	  Charlie	  Crawford	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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My Buck Pond module was the result of 
interest in logging; it is just north of Big 
Moose, NY.  Rather than the single-track 
siding that was at the prototype, I decided 
to build two tracks to increase the number 
of log cars that could be spotted. The 
plywood surface that normally cork and 
tracks were laid on was, instead, the 
surface of Buck Pond. A layer of extruded 
foam and plywood were added then 
tracks were laid. The rails are at the 
highest elevation on the module. Logs, 
jack works, logging office, camp cabins, 
Barnhart log loader, loggers, their tools, 
and horses were placed on the model. 
Detailed log cars were modeled using 
Roundhouse skeleton and flat cars with 
some Kadee cars added for variety. I made 
all the logs using twigs pruned from 
shrubs. (See Photo 2 at end of article.) 

With the setting sun lighting the water tower 
at Thendara Depot, the last few vacationers 
hurry to catch the overnight sleeper to New 
York City. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 

Thendara, NY was a major point on the 
division from its very beginning. When the 
line was under construction, it was for a 
time a terminal point. When the line was 
operated in 1980 during the Olympics and 

since 1992 it has served as the railroad’s 
headquarters. My next effort, in 2003, was 
a pair of six-foot modules representing 
Thendara.  

The Thendara North module has two 
tracks at the north end, then widens into 
four tracks. It has several crossover tracks. 
Structures include the prototype depot 
that was scratch-built from plans in the 
March 1980 issue of Model Railroader. 
Other structures include Van Auken’s Inn 
(scratch-built from photos,) turntable, 
store, water tank, oil tank, sand house, and 
sand tower. While it is largely 
prototypical, some items have been re-
arranged for better operations on a 
modular layout. For example the water 
tower was on the other side of the tracks, 
but there it would be in the way of an 
operator and perhaps too much 
temptation for a young visitor at a train 
show.  

   

New York Central Lines # 129 eases up to the 
depot at Thendara, NY to take passengers to 
Montreal Canada. 1291 is a custom decorated 
Bachmann product and is modeled after a real 
locomotive that was based in St. Thomas, 
Ontario. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 
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Thendara South module has four tracks on 
its left side that narrows to three on its 
right side. It also has the usual crossover 
tracks and a road alongside the tracks. 
Structures include two Foley Lumber 
warehouses (somewhat prototypical,) 
freight house (prototypical,) Deis Mill 
(free-lanced,) and a coal dump (free-
lanced.) Again, this module has some 
prototypical features and some that are 
free-lanced due to constraints of space and 
modular concerns. 

   

Mac a Mac #1 arrives with its load of logs for 
Deis Mill. It looks like a busy day at the 
Thendara Freight House, but the mill will 
make short work of the logs and get the 
finished lumber headed to market. (Photo by 
Charlie Crawford) 

   
New York Central # 5154, although still 
wearing her U.S.R.A. lettering, doesn't rate a  

second glance from the busy hands at the 
Thendara Freight House as she drops N.Y.C. & 
H.R.R. 17939. 5154 is an Athearn Genesis 
product that has been weathered. 17939 is 
scratch built from styrene from plans in 
Model Railroader and is lettered with dry 
transfers. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 
 

In 2005, having built the straight modules, 
I turned to curved modules for shows. A 
typical curved module is built starting 
with a four foot square piece of plywood. 
Two corners one foot on the right angle 
sides are cut off and the resulting section 
will support curves of 35 1/2 and 37 1/2 -
inches with a clamping area of two feet. I 
decided to make mine differently. A 
clamping area of only one foot was left. 
About nine inches of depth was lost for 
scenery, but the depth was two feet one 
and a half inch. That is close to the depth 
of the straight modules, making 
transportation easier. However the main 
reason for building this way was to make 
the curved modules reversible.  They can 
be either inside or outside curves by just 
reversing the wiring. 

The first two curved modules to be built 
were Hunter’s Rest and White Rock. White 
Rock Curve is an actual place on the 
Adirondack Division. No effort was made 
to duplicate the prototype, as modeled it 
has a tree covered extruded foam 
mountain and a light rock outcropping 
alongside the tracks. A couple of figures 
representing hikers were placed along the 
right of way. Like Hunter’s Rest, it is a 
two-track module. 
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Hunter’s Rest is a commonplace name in 
the Adirondacks; one was at Raquette 
Lake and another in the Old Forge area. 
My Hunter’s Rest has a scratch-built log 
cabin with a couple of hunters on the 
porch. Like White Rock it also has a foam 
mountain, however this one is topped by a 
scratch-built N-scale Adirondack Fire 
Tower which received an Honorable 
Mention in the model contest at the 2012 
NMRA. National Convention. A stream 
and a couple of N-scale hikers near the 
mountain summit complete the scene. 

   

An N-scale fire tower keeps watch over the 
busy Adirondack Division. While one hiker 
enjoys the view, two more have nearly reached 
the summit. The fire tower is custom built 
modeling those that dotted the Adirondack 
landscape. It won an Honorable Mention at 
the recent Grand Rails NMRA National 
Convention. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 
 

In Dr. Michael Kudishs’ book Railroads of 
the Adirondacks, A History; there is a map of 
the trackage and buildings at Big Moose. I 
especially noted a store called “Moose 
Mart.” While I have not been able to find a 
picture, I knew I had to model the Moose 
Mart store. The module has three tracks 

with the third having a radius 33 inches. 
The store model began as the Walthers kit 
of River Road Mercantile. A front porch 
was added along with figures and new 
signage. A restaurant, gas station, and 
house complete the scene.  This module 
can stand alone as a three track curve or sit 
between the previously built Big Moose 
and Buck Pond modules. 

A module representing Thendara Pond 
was constructed at the same time. It was a 
four tracker, with the same radii as Moose 
Mart with an outside track having a radius 
or 39 ½ inches. It is a simple module with 
a dirt road alongside a pond. A small 
family is waiting for a wagon to bring 
canoes for an outing. The pond surface 
was lightly routed out, sanded smooth, 
painted, and an application of artists gloss 
medium gel was applied to the surface of 
the pond. With some white dry brushed 
on the wave tops. It is also water soluble, 
making for an easy cleanup. 

 

Mac a Mac #1, a Heisler locomotive pulling 
the daily log train, passes a couple of hikers 
who have paused by an abandoned building in 
Township 32. It is a Rivarossi product, 
lettered with dry transfers and weathered. 
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The Heisler is a slow but powerful hauler and 
here it continues past a couple of hunters on 
the porch of their hunting camp. The fellas 
look anxious to start their hunt. The log train 
is heading to Deis Mill in Thendara to deliver 
the logs. (Photos by Charlie Crawford) 
 
The next additions were two two-foot 
modules. The first would be Woods Lake. 
Wanting to add passenger traffic, and 
noting Woods Lake had a hotel in the past,  

    

A solitary passenger enjoys the view of the 
mountains from the rear platform of a 
southbound Adirondack Division train. The 
coach is a custom decorated Roundhouse 
product. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 

 
I decided to model my version of the 
Woods Lake Inn. It would be a small 
backwoods inn alongside an inlet of 

Woods Lake.  A double crossover was 
placed on the module. My club 
particularly likes double crossovers placed 
by yard modules when we set up for 
shows. 

The other two footer is called Thendara 
Depot. It consists of two through tracks 
and three stall tracks off the turntable at 
Thendara North. Someday a two-stall 
engine house will be added.  The actual 
turntable at Thendara was only used to 
turn helper locomotives that aided with 
the grade to Big Moose. A little modeler’s 
license was used to give more locomotive 
storage capacity. 

NMRA. module standards are generally 
followed. Track centers are five and seven 
inches from the front of the module.  
Optional tracks are two-and-a-half and 
nine-and-a-half inches from the front. A 
six-wire power bus is located under each 
module and is connected by six prong RV 
plugs. There are two connections to each 
rail on each module. The modules stand 
on forty-inch legs with five-inch eyebolts 
for adjustment and are joined with C 
clamps. 

A DCC. system by Digitrax powers the 
layout. A command station and booster 
provide enough power to operate many 
sound locomotives. Throttle connections 
are on both front and back of each module 
except the two footers. 

Under construction and planned 
additional modules include another two 
track curve representing Beaver River, 
another four track module called Thendara 
Mill which will be a second lumber mill at 
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Thendara, Railroad Avenue at McKeever, 
NY (small houses and a depot,) Lake Clear 
Junction (two straight tracks with two 
diverging tracks,) and Twitchell Creek (a 
gauntlet track over a plate girder bridge.) 

Motive power is provided by commercial 
products from Bachman, Broadway 
Limited and Rivarossi. I have moguls, 
consolidations, ten-wheelers, Mikados, a 
Heisler, and a Hudson locomotive. While I 
don’t know of any Hudsons operating on 
the Adirondack Division, I couldn’t resist 
the fine unit produced by Broadway 
Limited. 

Rolling stock is a combination of scratch-
built and commercial products. There are 
six scratch-built cars that were entries in 
NMRA contests. Some cars are super-
detailed with complete brake rigging. The 
many log cars, as mentioned previously, 
are mostly Roundhouse craft kits modified 
to resemble Red River units. 

Since passenger business was a major part 
of the business of the Adirondack 
Division, there are a lot of passenger cars. I 
do have some Athearn 70 foot 
heavyweights. While they are not a New 
York Central prototype, I have replaced 
the six wheel trucks with four-wheel 
trucks to comply with NYC practice. There 
is also a healthy roster of 50-foot open 
platform cars, like the ones I saw in that 
photo that got me started. Roundhouse 
Overland models are used; they have only 
one window less than the cars in the 
pictures in Ms. Timm’s book. 

Scenery is ground foam from Woodland 
Scenics. Some extruded foam is used for 
the several hills and mountains.  Vehicles 
are all Jordan kits from the 1920’s. There 
are both horse drawn and motor vehicles. 
Trees are made from various natural 

materials found around my yard. All trees, 
structures, vehicles, and even mountains 
lift off for transport. 

A Couple of Additional Photos 

    

Photo 1. Shown above is some of the extensive 
material available on railroading in the 
Adirondacks. I found these books useful for 
research while modeling the Adirondack 
Division. Unfortunately Raquette Lake a 
Time to Remember and Railroads of the 
Adirondacks are out of print. Where did the 
tracks go in the Central Adirondacks does 
contain updated information from Railroads 
of the Adirondacks. (Photo by Charlie 
Crawford) 

     

Photo 2.  A variety of log cars await loading 
at Buck Pond. The Barnhart loader will make 
short work of this cut of cars. Sorry about the 
mis-matched back drop. I guess it was done 
when the layout was set up after the last 
show. (Photo by Charlie Crawford) 

I usually travel with four six-foot straight 
modules, four curved sections, and two 
two-foot modules and all their 
accompanying gear in my minivan. That 
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works out to a sixteen by fourteen foot 
layout. While I now have more modules 
than can be transported in the minivan, I’ll 
have to wait for a larger vehicle (or trailer) 
to transport a larger layout.  

I have exhibited the Adirondack division 
on my own and with my modular club 
from Alabama to Connecticut. It has been 
exhibited at the NMRA  Southeastern 
Convention in 2005 and 2008, the 
Northeastern Convention in 2006, and the 
National Train Show in 2009. I expect to be 
at the National Train Show in Marietta, 
Georgia in the summer of 2013.  

 

                    

   

 

 

    

http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-
York-Central-System-Historical-
Society/302109173240295 

 

                

 

Niagara 6023 pauses after the August 1946 test 
in which she pulled 22 Pullmans. The crew 
seems to be taking a well-earned rest atop her 
cab and giant PT-5 tender. (NYCSHS Photo) 

 

Single-track snowplow X665 (Lot 727) was 
built by the Russell Snow Plow Company of 
Ridgway, Pennsylvania in 1944. (NYCSHS 
Photo) 

 
Michigan Central's car ferry Transport in 
heavy river ice at the Detroit slip at the foot 
of Trumbull Avenue. (NYCSHS Photo) 

Modeling	  the	  Adirondack	  
Division	  (Continued)	  
By	  Charlie	  Crawford	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

A	  Few	  Great	  Photos	  from	  
Past	  Central	  Headlights	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2013 30	  

In my previous article (NYCentral Modeler, 
4th Quarter 2012 issue) I discussed 
recreating in miniature, the circa 1948-to-
1952 operation of the New York Central 
trains plying the rails between Albany and 
Schenectady, New York.   For my HO-
scale model railroad, I applied the 
technique of selective compression to 
recreate the prototype's track plans and 
line side structures in miniature.  In this 
article I will focus on the New York 
Central's infrastructure in and around 
Albany Union Station and the construction 
of the corresponding portion on the scale 
model railroad. 

The journey in the construction of my 
Mohawk Division Railroad began in 2000 
with the desire to build a model railroad 
on which a Hudson locomotive would 
run.   Exposure to operating sessions and a 
strong enthusiasm for history expanded 
my initial desire to run that Hudson 
locomotive with a purpose.   My first step 
in planning the construction of Albany 
was to understand the historical 
significance of the city and its station as 
related to the New York Central and its 
operation. 

Albany, New York located on the Hudson 
River began its prominence in 
transportation in the early 1800s as the 
origination of the Erie Canal westward to 
the Great Lakes.  1853 marked the 
consolidation of several New York state 
railroads paralleling the Erie Canal into 
the New York Central, a continuous rail 
line between Albany and Buffalo.  Across 
the Hudson River at Albany the Hudson 
River Railroad, under the leadership of 
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
operated from Greenbush (Rensselaer) to 
New York City.  A wrought-iron bridge 

constructed in 1872 spanned the Hudson 
River at Albany.  The Maiden Lane Bridge 
connected the two railroads, expanding 
the rail line to traverse seamlessly between 
New York City and Buffalo.  A hostile 
stock takeover of the New York Central 
led by the Commodore in January 1867 
began with the closing of the bridge.  By 
year's end the Commodore and his 
associates controlled the majority of New 
York Central stock and the consolidation 
of the two railroads began.  Vanderbilt 
was elected president of the New York 
Central in November 1869.  

Crossing the Hudson River at Albany, the 
Maiden Lane Passenger Bridge connected the 
New York Central and Hudson River 
Railroads for continuous running between 
Buffalo and New York City.  (Photo Alan Bell 
Collection) 

                  

Mainline tracks approaching Albany Union 
Station.  View looking east of the wrought 
iron Maiden Lane Bridge erected in 1872 by 
Clark Reeves & Company. (Photo by A. 
Veeder.  Alan Bell Collection) 

A	  Busy	  Day	  at	  Albany	  Union	  Station	  
By	  Alan	  Bell	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Alan	  except	  as	  noted)	  
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While the New York Central was busy 
hauling the nation's freight and passenger 
traffic, the Delaware and Hudson Railroad 
focused on transporting coal from the 
Pennsylvania coalfields into New England.  
The acquisition of the Albany and 
Susquehanna Railroad (Albany to 
Binghamton, NY) routed the Delaware 
and Hudson Railroad into the capital 
district.  From this acquisition, the 
Delaware and Hudson would interchange 
rail traffic with the New York Central.  
Rail transportation from Albany to Boston 
was across the Boston and Albany 
Railroad whose terminus was located in 
Rensselaer.  A legal agreement signed in 
1880 formally insured the interchanging of 
rail traffic between the New York Central 
and the Boston and Albany railroads.  In 
1900 the New York Central leased the 
Boston and Albany Railroad.  In 1902 the 
famous 20th Century Limited began her 
distinguished career, and Albany was an 
important stop. 

By the turn of the century Albany had 
become a symbolic center of the New York 
Central system.  This importance was the 
catalyst for replacing the train station 
erected in the 1870's with a grand and 
modern station in 1898-1900.  William J. 
Wilgus the chief engineer of the 
NYC&HRRR and the man responsible for 
the planning of the Grand Central 
Terminal oversaw the planning for the 
new station at Albany.  The Boston 
architect firm of Shepley, Rutan & 
Coolidge, who in their day had 
considerable experience designing train 
stations, designed Albany's Union Station.  
Norcross Brothers of Worchester, 
Massachusetts, was the prime contractor 
responsible for clearing the site and 
erecting the station.  Construction also 

included extensive site improvements of 
the yard facilities around the station and 
the rebuilding of the Maiden Lane Bridge. 

Albany Union Station sits on the western 
bank of the Hudson River. Travelling into 
Albany from New York City, passenger 
trains first crossed the Maiden Lane Bridge 
that sat perpendicular to the Hudson 
River.  Designed by the engineering 
department of the New York Central & 
Hudson River Railroad and built in 1900 
by the A. & P. Roberts Company, the 
bridge consisted of four through riveted 
lattice fixed spans, each 181 feet 6 inch in 
length and supported by massive stone 
piers.  As to not impede riverboat traffic, a 
fifth span, 269 feet in length, operated 
electrically as a swing bridge.  After 
immediately crossing the lattice bridge the 
tracks crossed over the Albany Basin on a 
series of plate-girder spans, each 70 feet in 
length and supported on stone masonry 
piers.  The tracks curved sharply to the 
north crossing the Delaware and Hudson 
Railroad tracks using a through plate-
girder with solid trough floor 113 feet 6 
inches in span.  The bridgework ended 
crossing Maiden Lane using a solid-floor 
deck plate-girder viaduct supported by 
steel columns.   

 

The Hudson River Bridge Company was 
chartered in 1856 and by 1952 owned jointly  

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 
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The four-track New York 
Central mainline split at 
Albany crossing the 
Hudson River over two 
bridges.  Passenger traffic 
crossed the Maiden Lane 
Bridge and freight traffic 
crossed the Livingston 
Avenue Bridge.	  
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by the NYC (three quarters) and the B&A (one 
quarter).  (Photo Alan Bell Collection) 

 

Looking north into the Albany Union Station 
tracks.  (Photo Alan Bell Collection) 

 

The swing section of the Livingston Avenue 
Freight Bridge.  Today this bridge carries 
Amtrak trains across the Hudson River. The 
Maiden Lane Bridge was demolished years 
ago to make space for the interstate passing 
through Albany. (Photo by Alan Bell) 

Albany Union Station serviced both the 
New York Central and Delaware and 
Hudson railroad's tracks.  New York 
Central tracks were elevated after crossing 
the Hudson River via the Maiden Lane 
Bridge and the Delaware and Hudson's 
tracks were grade level.  Note that the 
Central purposely elevated their tracks to 
ensure continuous operation, as the 
Hudson River would occasionally flood.  
From the station's waiting room, 
passengers would access tracks through an 
underground subway.  Stairs leading up 

from the subway provided passage to the 
New York Central tracks.   A separate 
subway and electric baggage elevators 
lifted baggage and parcels trackside.  
Continuing to the end of the subway 
accessed the Delaware and Hudson grade-
level platform.  

For the New York Central, ten platform 
tracks with two interlocking towers 
providing protection serviced the 
tremendous train traffic entering and 
exiting the station.  Tower A protected the 
southern end of the station and Tower B 
protected the northern end.  Electro-
pneumatic interlocking mechanisms were 
installed into both towers by 
Westinghouse.  Tower A coordinated with 
Tower 101; located across the river in 
Rensselaer, the movement of passenger 
trains onto and off of the Maiden Lane 
Bridge.  Tower B in concert with Tower 1, 
located at the base of West Albany Hill, 
oversaw the routing of passenger trains 
ascending and descending the hill.  New 
York Central's advertising department 
always reminded the traveling public of 
the speed advantages of travelling the 
water-level route between New York City 
and Chicago.   However, for the Central's 
train crews, Albany was the exception.  
For trains continuing west out of the 
Hudson River valley to the Mohawk River 
valley the station sat at the base of the 1.63 
percent grade up West Albany Hill.  
Following the slope of the land and the 
confines of the city, the New York Central 
had two small coach yards adjacent to the 
northern end of Albany Union Station, an 
upper and a lower coach yard.  The upper 
coach yard was immediate to the ten 
platform tracks.  The second coach yard 
was located at grade level adjacent to the 
Delaware and Hudson mainline near 

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 
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Livingston Avenue and the landmark 
Central Warehouse building.  Tower B 
also controlled the movements within 
these two coach yards.  

   

Tower A, with a view of the access bridge to 
the United Stated post office building 
immediately to the right of the tower.  (Photo 
by Francis Poolen.  Dick Barrett Collection)  

     

Standing atop the plate-girder spans of the 
Maiden Lane Bridge looking towards Tower A 
and Albany Union Station.  (Photo by Francis 
Poolen.  Dick Barrett Collection)   

    

Tower B controls the interlocking plant of the 
upper and lower coach yards.  (Photo by 
Francis Poolen.  Dick Barrett Collection)   

 

 

 

The view is of Albany Union Station's 
platforms from the upper coach yard.  (Photo 
Alan Bell Collection) 

 

 

Livingston Avenue passing under the New 
York Central tracks 1 and 2.  In the distance is 
the Albany landmark Central Warehouse.  The 
passenger trains are on the yard track 
adjacent to freight tracks 3 and 4 that 
traversed the Hudson River via the Livingston 
Avenue Freight Bridge.   (Photo by Francis 
Poolen.  Dick Barrett Collection) 

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 
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An unidentified Delaware and Hudson 
switcher transfers passenger cars to/from the 
New York Central tracks. (Photographer 
unknown.  Alan Bell Collection) 

The tracks in and around Albany Union 
station were complex. The interchanging 
of three railroads, combined with the 
geographic constraints of the Hudson 
River valley squeezed Albany Union 
station and its track work into a small 
physical space.  This provides ideal 
conditions for model railroading selective 
compression.   For my model railroad 
Albany occupies 75 square feet of floor 
space and is one the major vignette visitors 
first encounter after entering the basement.  
The city occupies most of the physical 
space in the basement, as I wanted ten car 
passenger trains to look believable sitting 
at the platform.  Invaluable in planning 
was a blueprint of the station tracks 
provided by good friend and New York 
Central Historical Society board member 
Dick Barrett.  The Delaware and Hudson 
blueprint dated 1918 details both 
Delaware and Hudson and New York 
Central tracks in and around the station.  
The blueprint in conjunction with a copy 
of the signal diagrams for the Mohawk 
Division identified all the key tracks and 
switches/turnouts at Albany.  As 
aforementioned the station and its 

supporting track work was restricted in 
land footprint; subsequently, requiring the 
railroad to install complex track work (e.g. 
double slip switches) to achieve routings 
in and out of the station. 

 

  

The development of the model track plan 
began with first sizing the station and its 
supporting structure.  The prototype 
structure measured 280 feet in length, thus 
requiring 39 inches of station in HO-scale.   
An excellent article by Roger Hinman in 

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 
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Tower A inter-
locking plant 
diagram, circa 
1947.  (Photo Alan 
Bell Collection) 

	  

Tower B inter-
locking plant 
diagram, circa 
1947.   (Photo 
Alan Bell 
Collection) 
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Mainline Modeler (February 2005, pages 32-
37) detailed the construction of the 
trackside portion of the station in HO 
scale.  His article also informed me that the 
station's building blueprints are on file at 
the Harvard University Library that 
prompted a visit to Boston to obtain my 
own copy of the documents.  Another 
excellent model of Union Station is by 
New York Central Historical Society 
member Vic Roman (Model Railroader, 
March 2012, page 60-67).  For now, my 
station is a modified Walthers kit holding 
the space for a future model of the 
ornamental structure.  I should also 
mention that as Albany Union Station was 
a large structure, that required much 
steam heat in the winter, a large boiler 
building was constructed adjacent to the 
south of the station.  And adjacent to the 
boiler building was the United States post 
office.  These buildings are significant and 
will be modeled (as flats) as they provided 
destinations during an operating session.  

The next signature design element for the 
station track plan is the curved approach 
into the station.  Namely, the series of 
plate-girder spans crossing the Delaware 
and Hudson tracks and Maiden Lane.   
Maiden Lane ran adjacent to the south end 
of Union station, separating the station 
and the United States post office.   The 
multi-span lattice Maiden Lane Bridge, the 
curved approach (in the correct 
alignment), and Tower A are important 
landmarks that I wanted to accurately 
reproduce.   I applied selective 
compression to the station platform tracks 
modeling six of the original ten tracks.    
Three of five platforms are included, each 
with the stairways leading to the 
passenger subway.  The completed model 
will also include the baggage elevator. 

These design elements in conjunction with 
the station define the scene and 
established the layout footprint for the 
station portion of Albany.   

   

Mohawk L-4b 3146 heads west on track 1 
having just crossed the Maiden Lane 
passenger bridge.  On the far banks of the 
Hudson River in Rensselaer Tower 101 guards 
movements across the bridge.  (Photo by Alan 
Bell) 

To complete the Albany station scene the 
elevated coach yard adjacent to the station 
is also modeled.   Due to the physical 
space restrictions of my basement I could 
not model both coach yards. 

   

Hudson J-1e 5330 passes Tower A as her train 
departs Albany Union Station on track 2 for 
New York City.  Below the viaduct the 
Delaware and Hudson Alco S2  3023 prepares 
to spot a baggage car at the platform.  (Photo 
by Alan Bell) 

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 
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As previously mentioned, Tower B 
controlled the interlocking plant in and 
out of the coach yards.  It also controlled 
the interchange tracks leading down to the 
Delaware and Hudson Railroad tracks at 
Livingston Avenue.  The Delaware and 
Hudson two-track mainline paralleled the 
New York Central station tracks, running 
between the station and the New York 
Central freight house.  The track work at 
Livingston Avenue was intricate as the 
station interchange track and the Bull Run 
freight lead (a New York Central track 
originating at Tower 1) crossed on the 
street intersection and with the Delaware 
and Hudson tracks.  Excellent photos of 
Livingston Avenue tracks are on pages 85- 
87 of Trackside in the Albany, N.Y. Gateway 
1949-1974 with Gerrit Bruins by Len Kilian 
and Jim Odell.  The Bull Run lead 
provided access, at grade level, to the New 
York Central freight house, Railway 
Express Agency building, and team tracks.   
The name Bull Run in which these 
facilities are located dates before the turn 
of the century when live stock was once 
unloaded and feed prior to delivery to 
Boston and New York City. These three 
facilities were prominent features in the 
day and are modeled.  They provide 
continuous traffic during my operation 
session.    

    

Albany Union Station, the elevated New York 
Central tracks and the at-grade paralleling 

Delaware and Hudson mainline.  (Photo by 
Alan Bell) 

   

Mohawk L-4b 3146 heads westward departing 
Albany Union Station preparing to pass 
Tower B and the upper coach yard.  In the 
distance we see a Delaware and Hudson 
commuter train approaching the station.  
(Photo by Alan Bell) 

 

Alco S1 687 works the upper level coach yard 
as passenger trains ply the mainline tracks.   
(Photo by Alan Bell) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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REA cars spotted at the curved Railway 
Express Agency building.  Temporary building 
flats instruct operating crews where the final 
REA building model will be located.  (Photo 
by Alan Bell) 

 

[DSC1134] A view of the Bull Run Yard team 
tracks and the New York Central freight 
house.  (Photo by Alan Bell) 

All the track work is hand laid to allow the 
maximum flexibility in the installation of 
the physical plant.  The non-standard 
curved switches and double slip switches 
were easily installed and replicated the 
prototype track work seen in various 
photographs of the day.  All main line 
track is code 83, with sidings and yards 
using code 70.  I altered the tie spacing 
density as appropriate for the rail size.  All 
mainline switches are powered by Tortoise 
slow motion machines.  To replicate the 
control and operation of each interlocking 
plant, each tower has a dedicated control 
panel.  Lifting a toggle switch 'up' reverses 

each switch turnout.  Placing each panel 
switch 'down' routes each switch turnout 
in the normal position. 

As for structures I will use a mixture of 
commercial and scratch built to replicate 
those building previously discussed.   I am 
fortunate that CH&R Structure 
(www.chrstructures.com) manufactures 
excellent models of Towers A and B.  
Temporary buildings mark the locations of 
the towers.  The New York Central freight 
house is a modified Walthers kit.  The 
freight house model is partially complete 
as it awaits the signature roof windows 
and vent cupola.  Construction of the 
Railway Express Agency build has yet to 
commence.  Following the prototype, the 
REA building will be curved, resting 
against the curved backdrop.  Lastly, to 
provide the illusion of a train passing 
through a major city a portion of the 
layout is filled with period-relevant 
buildings produced by Bachmann, City 
Classics, Design Preservation Models, 
Lunde Studios, Railway Design 
Associates, and Walthers.   With the track 
work now complete, the task of model 
building and 
weathering  begins. 

 

It took several 
years of research, planning, and 

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

A Busy Day at Albany Union Station  (Continued) 

By Alan Bell	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

A Walther’s station kit 
holds the temporary place 
for the future ornate 
Albany Union Station.  
The Walther’s 
interlocking tower will be 
replaced by a CH&R 
Structure Tower A model. 
(Photo by Alan Bell) 
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construction to build the Albany portion of 
the model railroad.  During an operating 
session the model transforms into a 
miniature of the real station with a 
continuous parade of passenger trains 
passing through.  As with the real station, 
the high frequency of trains in and out of 
the station during an operating session 
keeps the station master/tower operator 
very busy.  During a typical three-hour 
operating session twenty-five trains pass 
through the station.  Several of the trains 
are through trains with only a station stop.  
Depending on the time of day the session 
is recreating, some trains will pickup 
and/or leave coaches, sleepers, or diner 
cars.  The remainder of the trains will 
either originate or terminate at Union 
Station.  This traffic, along with the 
movements in and out of the coach yard, 
keeps the station switcher very busy.  The 
end result is a believable representation of 
a busy day at Albany Union Station. 

 

The view of Albany as seen by visitors 
entering the layout room.  Hudson J-1e 5330 
rushes train 10. The Mohawk towards Albany 
Union Station seen in the background.  The 
upper level is staging at Hoffmans for trains 
that were departing/arriving Syracuse. (Photo 
by Allen Bell) 

 

 

Tower B guards the northern end of Albany 
Union Station with several passenger trains 
occupying the station's platforms.  (Photos by 
Alan Bell) 

The next article in this series titled 
“Hostling Locomotives at Rensselaer 
Engine Terminal” will detail the 
infrastructure of Towers 99 and 101, the 
coal dock and roundhouse located across 
from Albany on the eastern bank of 
Hudson River. 

Author’s Note:  I am always interested in 
obtaining historically correct information 
regarding the operation of the New York 
Central in Albany.  Such information is 
used to correct errors and omissions in my 
research. 

In this issue we are including for the first 
time detailed drawings of Alan Bell’s 
layout.   

Frank Bell, one of our NYCSHS members, 
volunteered to do layout drawings for us 
and this is the first of many that he will do 
on our featured layouts in the NYCentral 
Modeler.  Alan’s is on the next two pages. 

We hope that you enjoy seeing the details 
of the layouts featured.  We look forward 
to many more from Frank. 
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             Main (Lower) Level 

       

 

 

 

Alan Bell’s New York Central Mohawk Division 

Drawings by Frank Knight	  

	  

Scale: HO (1:87.1) 
Size: 24 x 27 feet 
Locale: Albany, New York 
Era: 1948-1952 
Style: Walk in 
Mainline run: 270 feet 
Minimum radius: 28" 
Minimum turnout: no. 6 
Maximum grade: 2.5 percent (West Albany 
Hill) 
Benchwork: Box on steel frame 
Height: 37" to 59" 

	  

	  

Roadbed: Lauan plywood 
Track: Handlaid code 83 (main) 
               code 70 (yards, sidings) 
Scenery: Building mockups 
Backdrop: Painted styrene 
Control: Lenz Digital Command 
Control (DCC) 
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Upper Level 

 

 

 

        

          

 

Alan Bell’s New York Central Mohawk Division (Continued) 

Drawings by Frank Knight	  
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NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM
DEPT W • P.O. BOX 130 • GATES MILLS, OH 44040-0130 • NYCSHS.ORG

2013 NYCSHS ANNUAL MEETING
APRIL 26-28 • POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y.

H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y ,  I N C .

Are you a fan of the New York Central? Want to
learn more about railroading? Join us for a great
weekend of historic presentations, layout tours, and
excursions. This year we travel to the Hudson Valley
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Grand Central
Terminal. Enjoy once-in-a-lifetime tours of famous
New York Central facilities and landmarks, as well as
the excitement and convenience of New York City!
You won’t want to miss our great train show and din-
ner banquet. Registration is $189.00 per person by
March 27. Visit www.nycshs.org  for details!

Get great historical info from the people who lived it...

POUGHKEEPSIE STATION - METRO-NORTH AND AMTRAK

ALONG THE HUDSON AT BANNERMAN’S CASTLE

NYCSHS	  2013	  Convention	  
Poughkeepsie,	  NY	  	  April	  26	  –	  28	  	  

	  
	  

	  

	  	   	   	  	   	  

Photo	  of	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  Estate	  and	  Hyde	  Park	  and	  New	  York	  American	  Culinary	  Institute	  at	  
Hyde	  Park.	  	  These	  are	  part	  of	  the	  tours	  available	  on	  Friday.	  	  (Photos	  by	  Gerald	  Brimacombe)	  
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More Photos of Convention Tour Sites Available on Friday. 

   

New York Central System Station at Poughkeepsie and Vanderbilt Mansion at Hyde Park, NY. 

NYCSHS	  2013	  Convention	  
Poughkeepsie,	  NY	  	  April	  26	  –	  28	  	  

	   	  

	  

View of the Hudson from the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, NY.  The 
images of the Poughkeepsie station and the 
American Culinary Institute were made 
using a special APP on an iPhone that gives 
the images a vintage glass-plate look.  It’s a 
fun effect, and we thought it might generate 
a little curiosity about the photo 
series.  (Photos by Gerald Brimacombe) 

The 2013 NYCSHS Annual Meeting is Full 

Look for photos of a Wonderful New York Central System Weekend in 
Next Issue 

This Exciting Convention will be Held in the Center of All of the NYC 
Passenger Service and Tour the Grand Central Terminal on its 100th 

Anniversary. 

The Detailed Schedule is available on Page 43 or on Our Website.  
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NYCSHS 2013 Convention Schedule 
 
Friday, April 26, 2013 
 
10:00 am – 6:00 pm  Convention Registration in Hotel Lobby 
1:00 pm – 5:00 pm  Historic Sites  (Self-guided)  
    
  Evening Speaker Series 
Vassar Suite  Room 430 6:00 pm – 11:00 pm (One Hour Presentations) 
  Speaker   Topic 
6:00 pm Alan Bell  Modeling the NYCS 
7:00 pm Ron Parisi  How I model the NYCS 
8:00 pm Dave Mackay Modeling Commuter Trains on the River Division  
  in HO 
9:00 pm Noel Widdifield Publishing the NYCentral Modeler 
10:00 pm Alan Bell  Modeling the NYCS at Albany, NY 
 
Hudson View Suite  Room 423 6:00 pm – 11:00 pm (One Hour Presentations) 
6:00 pm Craig Woodworth Riding Niagaras, Hudsons, and Electrics 
7:00 pm John Militano Harmon Diesel Electric Shops 
8:00 pm Kurt Schlichting The Genius Behind Grand Central Terminal 
9:00 pm Otto Vondrak The Harlem Division: Vanderbilt’s First 
10:00 pm Darwin Simonaitis A.C Traction: How it Works, What’s New 
 
Starlight Room    8:00 – 11:00 pm (One Hour Presentations) 
8:00 pm Ralph Gabler  NYCS Station at Hyde Park 
9:00 pm Carl J. Liba  NYCS Electric Division 
10:00 pm Shel Lustig  Working G.C.T for Penn Central & Conrail 
 
Dutchess Room   8:00 pm – 11:00 pm (One Hour Presentations) 
8:00 pm Bernie Rudberg Hopewell Junction Station 
9:00 pm Fred Schaeffer Walkway Over the Hudson 
10:00 pm George Lukacs NYCS Station at Poughkeepsie 
 
Saturday, April 27, 2013 Tour Grand Central Terminal 
 
8:00 am Board Buses in front of hotel for drive to Poughkeepsie Station 
9:00 am Board Metro North Train at Poughkeepsie Station 
10:30 am Arrive at Grand Central Terminal  _ Begin Tours 
12:30 pm Tour Ends, Lunch, and Sight Seeing period begins 
2:30 pm Board Metro North train to Poughkeepsie 
4:00 pm  Arrive Poughkeepsie Station – Board Busses for Hotel 
4:30 pm  Arrive at Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel 



	   43a	  

6:00 pm Cocktail Party in Palm Court 
7:00 pm  Dinner in the Terrace Restaurant at Hotel 
8:15 pm Featured Speaker Randall Fleischer 
 Senior Director, Metro North Railroad 
 Grand Central Terminal: Then and Now 
9:15 pm Break 
9:30 pm NYCSHS General Membership Meeting 
 
Sunday, April 28, 2013 Tour of Metro North Diesel Electric Shops 

at Harmon, NY 
8:30 am Board Buses in front of hotel for trip to Harmon 
10:00 am Arrive at Metro North Shops – Begin Tours 
12:00 pm Tour ends – Board buses for trip to lunch stop  
12:30 pm Lunch at Peekskill Brewery or Table #9 Restaurant 
2:00 pm Board busses for return to Poughkeepsie 
3:30 pm Arrive at Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel  
 Convention Ends 
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The NYCSHS 2012 calendar is now available! Access to a wide variety of photograph 
collections enables the Society to again present an excellent selection of high quality images. 
On the front color cover, Class L-3a 4-8-2 #3014 is at the Bellefontaine, OH, station in 1955. 
 
The back color cover shows GE U-25B diesel unit #2521 at DeWitt Yard, Syracuse, NY. 
Calendar photographs include: Class L-4b 4-8-2 #3148, equipped with Timken roller-bearing 
rods, leaving Anderson, IN, in 1955 (color); EMD FT diesel units #1601 and #2401 at 
Elkhart, IN; B&A Class A-1b 2-8-4 #1432 outside of home territory at Weehawken, NJ, in 
1947; Class J-3a 4-6-4 #5415 at Cold Spring, NY, in 1951; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2124 on a 
northbound oil train at Mt. Carmel, IL, in 1943; GE 70-ton 350 hp diesel-electric locomotive 
at Auburn, NY in 1941; Class L-1b 4-8-2 #2555 on a westbound freight train at South Bend, 
IN, in 1936; Class S-1a “Niagara” #6000 at the Englewood engine terminal, Chicago, IL, in 
1955; Class J-2c 4-6-4 #5467 (ex-B&A #612) at Harmon, NY, in 1952; Class T-1b electric 
locomotive #1156 at Harmon, NY, in 1936; A “Niagara” locomotive heads a westbound 
passenger train through Goshen, IN; Alco passenger units #4201 and #4301 on Train No. 65 
at Harmon, NY, in 1948; Indianapolis Union Railway F-M H1 2-44 units #19 and #20 at the 
I.U.Ry. engine facility in 1954 (color). 
 
Darwin Simonaitis, Calendar Editor. 
Calendars can be ordered from: 
 
NYCSHS, Dept. W 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
 
The price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents please add 75 cents sales tax. Dealer inquiries are 
welcome. 
	  

	   	   	   	   	  

2012 NYCSHS Calendar 

Available Today 

Order Yours Now 
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 
If you love steam (and electrics)… 

Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           

    

You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 
the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Can be ordered 
on our website (www.NYCSHS.org) with 
PayPal or by sending a check to: 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany 

310 page, hard cover, 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.33 state sales tax for a single volume. 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 428 
pages, hard cover, 672 illustrations.  Only 
$30 plus $10 domestic postage. Ohio 
residents include $2.33 state sales tax for 
each volume. (*Non-US postage charged at 
actual cost.) 

	  
GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.80 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS, P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 
44040-0130 
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In this installment we will take a heavily 
illustrated look at the Sixtieth Street Yard 
via captioned photographs with short 
narrative segments. It will conclude with 
my current modeling plans that 
incorporate many features of this unique 
yard. 

    

We are viewing the Yard standing from its 
northeast corner, looking south and west 
right.  The Chatsworth Apartment building 
will be built where we are standing. The Yard 
was excavated to be a few feet above sea level 
on the large shelf of land the Central owned 
adjacent to the Hudson River. This view, the 
oldest I have seen, is from one of the 
illustrated magazines sometime after the Civil 
War. The basic layout of the Yard is already in 
place with the round house, water tower, 
water front piers, through tracks on the left 
hand side of the illustration, tens of storage 
and classification tracks visible and the large 
waterside grain elevator seen in the distance 
at the yards southern end. (Ron Parisi 
Collection) 

In existence since the founding of the New 
York and Hudson River RR, this urban 
yard was fully developed by the Railroad 
after the Civil War. By the time of the West 
Side Improvement in the 1930s, the north 
end of this yard contained engine service 
facilities including a round house, a 

turntable, fueling, sanding and watering 
facilities, an ash pit and a large YMCA. 
These facilities were to service the 55 to 60 
steam locomotive switchers and road 
engines and their crews that called this 
yard home. After renovation and 
electrification of the main line through the 
yard, accomplished as part of the 
Improvement, the steam locomotives were 
retired. A fleet of 30 Tri-powered 
locomotives, the DES-3’s, developed for 
use on the Line, were deployed for both 
switching duty and to move freight cars 
up and down the Line. These unique 
locomotives could be run as straight 
electric motors deriving power through 
truck mounted, over-running contact 
shoes from the third rail system or as 
Diesel – electrics from an onboard diesel 
engine and generator set to provide 
current to the traction motors or finally 
could run on a self-contained battery array 
when inside buildings.  Straight electric 
motors such as classes “R” and “T” were 
used as road motive power from the 
beginning of the electric system in the 30th 
Street yard through this Yard, then north 
up to the end of “Electric Division” in 
Harmon, where they were exchanged for 
the Central’s legendary Hudsons and 
other steam power for all journeys west.  
This was until after World War II when 
Lightening striped Diesel locomotives 
replaced the mainline steam locomotives. 
Diesel switchers’ dominance was complete 
as they replaced the DES-3’s on the Line 
also. 

 

 

Manhattan’s	  Greatest	  Train	  Yard:	  The	  NYC’s	  60th	  Street	  Yard	  
(Part	  2)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By	  Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Ron	  except	  as	  noted)	  
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Track plan from the early 20th century of the 
northern end of the yard. The Improvement is 
on the boards but not yet implemented as the 
West Side Highway is indicated just in from 
the water’s edge. Note that the facilities have 
all been amplified but still are in the same 
locations as seen in 1A. 

 

Continuing track plan 1B southwards. The 
three transfer bridges at the right hand side 
(north) of the plan and the single bridge in the 
center of the plan (just south of the grain 
elevator) Note the five pier houses, one each 
on the five finger piers all with tracks on 
them. The Central angled the piers to take the 
current into account and make tying up to the 
piers and transfer bridges easier. Follow the 
through tracks at the bottom of the map (the 
eastern edge of the yard and note that they 
leave the yard at 60th Street and West End 
Avenue. 

 

 

Aerial view of the northern end of the yard 
taken from over the Hudson. The view looks 
east, circa 1916. This widely circulated photo 
shows the complete engine terminal facilities 
in the age of steam. The 26-stall round house, 
the 85-foot turntable, powerhouse, water 
tower, perhaps a small coaling dock and 
YMCA are all in plain sight. The long Transfer 
Pier I juts farthest into the river and is 
surrounded by barges and a float at its water 
end. The three transfer Bridges are seen on the 
right hand side of the photo where two of 
them are busy with floats tied up to them. 
Strings of cars are seen on the through tracks 
in front of the apartment buildings that abut 
the yard. The largest building at the yard’s 
northern most border, just above the round 
house is the Chatsworth Apartment Building. 
We will see it in many photos and use it as a 
landmark throughout this installment. This is 
truly a great photograph and probably 
inspired me to want to model the New York 
Central. The City, steam locomotives, boats, 
tugs, and transfer bridges…a lifetime of 
modeling is possible. 

 

 

 

Manhattan’s	  Greatest	  Train	  Yard:	  
The	  NYC’s	  60th	  Street	  Yard	  (Part	  2)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(Continued)	  	  By	  Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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Great view of the Yard, taken from the roof of 
the Chatsworth Apartments a few years after 
the Improvement as the West Side Highway is 
in place and the grain Elevator is gone. Notice 
how busy the Yard and piers are with 
hundreds of railroad cars in view. The IRT 
power House with its six stacks is clearly 
visible at the southern border of the Yard. 
Hard to say if haze in photo was caused by a 
light fog or was just the coal smoke so 
prevalent in New York until coal use declined. 

    

This photo was probably taken from the same 
location as above but on a sunny day in the 
early afternoon. It is also a good shot of the 
main marine facilities of the yard. Pier I is 
loaded with boxcars and empty gondolas. 
Covered barges and one of the large floating 
cranes (101 or 102) are tied up to its southern 
side and a loaded deck barge is tied up to its 
northern side. There are also crates of 
merchandise sitting on the pier. The transfer 
bridges are empty, and the bridges’ lead tracks 
are also empty. We can see a string of boxcars 
on the track of Pier G. The roundhouse and 
YMCA are no longer visible as they are under 
the elevated Highway but we can see a DES-3 
just poking out from under the Highway. 

 

 

Aerial view of the very northern edge of the 
yard as it disappears into the River Side Park 
tunnel that was created as part of the 
Improvement. The Chatsworth Apartment 
Building, the home of many prominent New 
Yorkers, is dominant in this photo. Note the 
footbridge that would later be closed.  
Residents complained about the ‘element’ that 
used it. A few yard buildings are seen south of 
the footbridge.

including the Chatsworth and the water tower 
by the round house. This shot was taken 
before the Improvement as the bridge we see in 
the distance for access to the yard was at 72nd 
Street and would be demolished. Lots of great 
old wooden ‘Lines’ boxcars are everywhere as 
well as what probably is a B class 0-6-0 steam 
switcher. On the top left hand side of this 
photo are two hopper cars seemingly on a 
trestle. If that were true this would solve the 
mystery for me as to where the sixty odd 
steam locos that called this yard home were 
coaled. This is only the first tantalizing clue! 
A shift change is in progress as the yardmen 
seem to be heading to the southern exit of the 
yard. 

Manhattan’s	  Greatest	  Train	  Yard:	  
The	  NYC’s	  60th	  Street	  Yard	  (Part	  2)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(Continued)	  	  By	  Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

This is a great 
view from the 
southern end of 
the Yard 
looking north. 
Some now 
familiar 
objects should 
orient us,	  
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This shot, taken during construction of the 
elevated highway, is a good survey shot as I 
of the engine servicing area. The roundhouse 
was at its most commodious a 26-stall affair 
with what appears to be at least two 
construction periods. Most of the steam 
switchers which included 0-6-0’s and 0-8-0’s 
fit comfortably inside but as we will see in 
later shots the larger ‘road’ engines did not 
and there was little room to expand the stalls. 
The 85-foot electric turntable is in the 
foreground and the YMCA is seen in the center 
just north of the roundhouse. The Chatsworth 
is seen in the distance on the right hand side of 
the yard.  (NYCMA Photo) 

 

This is great unobstructed view of the 
Railroad’s YMCA. YMCA’s were built in non-
public areas, but I guess even then working 
class people couldn’t afford a hotel room in 
New York City, so by some agreement it was 
built in the rail yard. (NYCMA Photo) 

The YMCA is a classy brick affair with 
decorative railings, a covered porch, a deep-
hipped roof and decorative keystones over the 
windows. The architecture had a distinctly 
19th century western, perhaps rural, flavor. It 
was definitely a cut above so much of today’s 
utilitarian buildings. (NYCMA Photo)

This photo was made during the construction 
of the elevated West Side Highway through 
the Yard. The columns and girders of the 
Highway are seemingly engulfing the 
roundhouse and the classy YMCA has already 
lost its hip roof in anticipation of the 
highway washing over it. The water tank 
seems intact, but it too will be washed away 
by a different tide: that of first the electric 
engines soon on their way, and lastly and 
more completely the diesels. A second part of 
the coaling mystery seems to be unraveling 
here as we can see some sort of low trestle 
with articulated chutes on either of it to the 
left of the water tower. (NYCMA Photo) 

Manhattan’s	  Greatest	  Train	  Yard:	  
The	  NYC’s	  60th	  Street	  Yard	  (Part	  2)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(Continued)	  	  By	  Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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This is a closer view of the southern end of the 
roundhouse as the Highway’s steel work 
passes overhead.  Note the DES-3 in the lower 
left hand corner, and Pier I on the right hand 
side. (NYCMA Photo) 

 

The wall in the foreground is the eastern 
retaining wall of the tunnel the Railroad was 
building so that the Line’s tracks could go 
under River Side Park. In an early stage of 
construction, the tunnel would have a western 
retaining wall built, then be roofed over. The 
Park would then be reconstructed over this 
tunnel. (NYCMA Photo) 

 

 

 

Another construction shot taken to highlight 
the foundation form of one of the tall steel 
columns that would support the West Side 
Highway. But that is not what interests us. It 
is the tenders of two of the Central’s steam 
engines poking out from their stalls of the 
roundhouse.  In Stauffer’s book “New York 
Centrals Later Power” the left hand engine, 
2482, is identified as a 2-8-0 Alco built 
Consolidation, circa 1903, class G5. I couldn’t 
find a reference for the right hand machine, 
2473, though the tenders look identical. These 
engines were probably used for switching the 
yard, with the Mohawk we saw in an earlier 
installment being used as one of the road 
engines to get trains up to Harmon. With the 
electrification that came with the 
Improvement, steam engines would disappear 
forever. (NYCMA Photo) 

The western side of the Yard was bounded 
by the majestic Hudson River, and directly 
south of the engine facilities, at the Rivers 
edge, began the extensive rail-marine 
facilities that created this yards dominance 
in the rail traffic on Manhattan. In 1940 
this yard handled a large proportion of the 
annual 76,000 odd recorded loaded car 
float transfers to occur in the Port of New 
York. 
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The northern most facility was the finger 
Pier I. It was a long transfer pier, with 
variously 4 or 5 tracks on it. Loaded 
freight cars were run out on the Pier and a 
small flotilla of New York Central marine 
equipment including stick lighters, ‘A’ 
Frame lighters and heavy duty floating 
cranes and derricks transferred goods 
from flat cars, gondolas and box cars onto 
the decks of barges or into the houses of 
covered barges for water transfer to 
docked ships or piers that didn’t have 
direct rail connections throughout the 
City. Day and night olive and red livered 
Central tugs pushed and pulled barge 
after barge up to the cranes and stick 
lighters to receive American goods to be 
shipped around the world. They also 
provided pick up at the ships carrying 
foreign goods for distribution throughout 
America by rail.  This was the heyday of 
break-bulk cargo that required thousands 
of stevedores and vast fleets of vessels.  
This Pier alone was a major piece of 
business. 

 

Pier I (the letter) was the main transfer pier in 
the Yard. At 800 feet in length I believe it was 
the longest railroad transfer pier on 
Manhattan for the transfer of goods from 
railcars to barges and lighters. It had 
variously four or five tracks and numerous 
turnouts spiked directly to its wooden deck. 

When cargo was loaded on the deck of an open 
barge or in the house of a covered barge, a tug 
would then take it to waterside pier houses or 
directly to a ship in another location in the 
harbor. The Pier had its own lead tracks from 
the Yard’s sorting tracks that began in the 
tunnel under River Side Park. If we look 
closely we can count six railroad vessels pier 
side. We’ll look more closely at this activity 
in the photos below. 

 

We can see some main features of break bulk 
cargo handling.  Goods not in bulk were 
almost always crated, in a barrel or in sacks. 
Here we see New York Central heavy duty 
steam Crane 101 lifting a large crate (probably 
automotive) from a gondola on the Pier to the 
waiting ‘A’ frame Lighter Marysville. The 
Lighter already has other large crates on its 
fore deck. When the Marysville is loaded one 
of the Central’s tugs will pull up alongside, tie 
up to her and take her to her destination.  
Floating Crane 101 (and her sister 102) though 
moveable by tug was most often found in use 
here or at the Weehawken piers unloading 
goods. (Steve Long Photo) 

 

On the north side of 
the Pier, lighter is seen 
lifting empty AC&F 
air activated cement 
canisters from an open 
deck bridge. (Steve 
Lang Photo)	  
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Years later in another Pier I view, this from 
the south, we see the “A” frame lighter 
Marysville loading cement canisters on the 
cabined deck barge Sprakers. (Steve Lang 
Photo) 

 

This is the largest floating derrick the Central 
owned. It had steam powered hoisting 
machinery and it had a steel beam mast and a 
lattice beam boom that were much stronger 
than the traditional wooden counter parts. 
Beyond this gargantuan derrick we see two 
“A” frame lighters and if we look carefully to 
the left of the mast of the derrick we can see 
the boom of either floating Crane 101 or 102 at 
work.  The West Side Highway is seen through 
the rigging of the lighters. (Steve Lang Photo) 

 

One of the Central’s graceful wooden covered 
barges West New York tied up at Pier E. Pier 
E was one of five finger piers in the Yard with 
one or two external or internal tracks along 
their length and covered with a one or two 
story pier house. Rail borne goods were 
transferred into the pier houses to await 
transshipment elsewhere in the harbor.  West 
New York is probably having that 
merchandise loaded in to her house. This shot 
was my inspiration for my model of the same 
type of barge, the Central’s Cohoes that we 
will hear more of later. (Steve Lang Photo) 

   

Across the Hudson in Weehawken, Pier 7 was 
one of the Harbors most enduring and 
recognizable structures. It was the last giant 
grain elevator that handled hundreds of 
thousands of tons of grain a year. The 
immense New York Central oval logo on it 
was one of the Harbors trademarks. This 
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photo has the elevator as a backdrop to one of 
the Weehawken’s Yard’s Heyl & Patterson 10- 
or 20-ton cranes that were on Pier 6 and 
moved on rails on the pier. It has just finished 
loading Canisters on another deck barge. My 
model of this barge and canisters is almost 
finished. (Steve Lang Photo) 

Moving south a scant hundred feet were 
located three of the four transfer bridges in 
this vast yard. From north to south they 
were designated Bridges 4, 3, and 2.  They 
were always prominently identified as 
were the piers and pier houses to prevent 
confusion in the busy harbor. The two 
outer ones (4 and 2) were electric bridges, 
the northern most one, the most modern in 
the harbor and was the French patent 
which contained an apron design of 1913. 
The third, or center bridge (3), was a 
hybrid wooden and steel Howe Truss 
affair with a pontoon. The fourth bridge 
(1) was at the southern end of the yard 
next to the enormous grain elevator. The 
vast transfer of loaded rail cars to and 
from the other railroads that the Central 
interchanged within the Port was 
accomplished over these bridges. Those 
Railroads included the Pennsylvania, the 
Baltimore and Ohio, the Erie, The Lehigh 
Valley, Central Railroad of New Jersey, the 
DL&W, the Long Island Railroad, the New 
Haven, the NY Dock Railway, and finally 
the BEDT.  Railcars were also taken 
shipside to have their goods directly 
unloaded into docked ships. These bridges 
were raised and lowered to take the 
average six-foot tidal rise and fall into 
account. 

WHERE RAILS MEET THE WATER, 
LITERALLY 

We have just taken a brief look at the first 
rail-marine activity of this yard. That is the 

trans-shipment of goods by water borne 
craft to other places in the Harbor such as 
pier houses, directly to ocean going ships 
docked in the harbor or bulk commodity 
businesses located around the harbor. The 
second aspect of rail marine activities that 
took place at this yard involved the 
movement of loaded railcars to either 
other railroads that fronted the harbor 
with their lading intact (interchange) or 
delivery of loaded railcars pier-side or 
shipside to be unloaded there.   

The vessels that the railroad used to 
perform all these activities are topics in 
themselves and are a developing aspect of 
the history of railroading. In the future, I 
will discuss and illustrate my efforts to 
prototypically model these unique craft 
including interchange and platform floats, 
open deck and covered barges, stick 
lighters and floating cranes and derricks as 
well as the railroad tug boats. But here we 
will stay on the land in the 60th Street Yard 
and illustrate the device that made this 
transfer of rail cars possible. 

Perhaps the most unique feature of water 
front rail yards is the transfer bridge. This 
Yard had four of them. The bridge was the 
mechanism by which a railcar was 
transferred from land to the water-borne 
float. As the Hudson River was a tidal 
body of water, the water level rose and 
fell. This movement was not extreme here 
-- between four- and eight-feet. A bridge 
with track on it was pivoted at the land 
end and the water end was raised or 
lowered to meet the bow of the float 
according to the tide. The earliest type was 
the pontoon type that used a float (or 
pontoon) at the water end that could be 
filled or emptied with water to adjust the 
bridges height. The next type that was 
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developed was the early electric bridge 
characterized by extensively covered 

machinery houses and a rigid bridge. The 
final type was the adjustable apron French 
patent electric bridge that was as far as 
technology progressed.  As with so much 
of our industrial heritage, the Yards’ 
bridges seemingly passed into oblivion 
without much notice. By the time I started 
to explore the Yard in the early 1980’s the 
southern-most bridge was completely 
gone and the three northern bridges were 
in a state of dereliction. Documentation is 
slowly coming to light via patent searches 
and old engineering journals but as of this 
writing I will show what I found and used 
in my research.  

 

The 110-foot long twin steel through plate 
girder bridges were fabricated by the 
Phoenix Bridge Company. This photo was 
taken from the waterside. The piles seen 
across the bottom of the photo were part 
of the southern “rack” that was used to 
guide the floats in. The large structure that 
traverses the top of the photo is the 
machinery house flanked by the support 
columns. The two horizontal girders that 
are contained within the columns are the 
yokes that support the girder bridges. 
Notice the large sheaves or pulleys on each 
side of the yokes that route the cables to 

the counter weights. What appear to be 
four smoke stacks coming out of the 
machine house roof are actually weather-
proof housings for the long hoist screws 
that actually lift or lower the spans.  We 
can just see the water end of the girder 
spans poking out between the columns 
and above the piles. The half burned out 
controllers cabin is seen along the right 
side in the middle of the photo. The West 
Side Highway and a corner of the 
Chatsworth are seen below the yokes.  

 

This photo was taken almost 100 years ago 
appearing in Engineering News when the 
bridge opened.  It is perhaps a little easier to 
see the intact structure. (Tom Flagg Photo) 

This is the bridge that Tom Flagg and I 
photographed and measured separately 
and jointly and that I prepared a set of 
plans for from field measurements. I 
created the foam core model from these 
plans that we will see later. Tom used 
these plans to submit the Bridge for 
consideration to be declared a National 
Historic structure. It was awarded that 
status in 2003. Recently, ten years later 
work has finally begun to stabilize and 
restore the structure.  

The photo captures the 
northern most bridge, 
referred to as the 69th 
Street Bridge. It was 
the newest bridge, 
erected around 1911, 
shortly after the 
“French” patented 
mechanism was 
developed. (Tom Flagg 
Photo)	  
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A view inside the machinery house of the 69th 
Street Bridge showing the four long hoisting 
screws, the gimbaled power nuts that those 
hoisting screws pass through, the worm gears 
that turn the gears on the common power 
shaft, the electric motor that turns the power 
shaft and raises the northern girder span, and 
the large sheaves that connect via cables to 
the counter weights in the support columns. It 
is hard to believe that all these tens of tons of 
machinery and girder bridge as well as the 
weight of the rail cars were counter weighted 
so well that only a 50-horse power electric 
motor was able to move it all. (Tom Flagg 
Photo) 

 

The center bridge was the oldest and simplest 
bridge in the Yard. It was a steel pony truss 
type with a pontoon at its water end. We are 
looking at the land end. (Tom Flagg Photo) 

 

A fire destroyed the wood and corrugated 
metal house and suspension machinery within 
a short time after the bridge ceased operation 
when The Penn Central merger occurred.  We 
are looking at the land end of the bridge. The 
pivot that the bridge used to rotate about is in 
the center of the photo. A bridge similar to 
this design was the southernmost bridge at the 
southern end of the yard just below the Grain 
Elevator. (Tom Flagg Photo)	  

	  

Here is a rare aerial photo of the three bridges 
more intact than anything we have seen in 
this article. Tom Flagg took it in October of 
1978. The bridges had been inactive at that 
point for about ten years. On the 
southernmost bridge, an overhead suspension 
separate apron type can be seen before the 
machinery house burned down. There were 
many bridges of this type before the contained 
bridge caught on. Notice that the docking 
racks are relatively intact but that the 
approach tracks are gone.  

Unique railroad vessels called floats 
carried the rail cars and when the floats 
tied up to these bridges the railroad cars 
could be moved on and off them.  In the 
Port of New York, floats were basically 

A close up of the 
machinery.  The hoist 
screw is 6-inches in 
diameter.	  

The southernmost 
bridge here was 
classified as an over-
head suspended, 
separate apron Howe 
truss type.	  
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unpowered barges with track on them 
between 180 and 320 feet long. In New 
York harbor there were two basic types: 
transfer or interchange floats and platform 
or station floats. Interchange floats had 
three parallel tracks down their length, the 
center and starboard track coming 
together via a wye at the bow, and were 
used to move railroad cars around the 
harbor to interchange between railroads. 
Platform floats, with just two tracks and a 
rail car floor height center platform down 
their length, were used to transport 
railroad cars to specific piers or ships 
where the goods in the cars were unloaded 
directly into pier houses for storage or into 
ships’ holds via the platform for shipment 
by that vessel. The cars never left the float. 
As with most railroad specs, the float’s 
dimensions and docking hardware were 
standardized with the Harbor to facilitate 
this interchange. 

Both types of floats were unpowered as 
were the barges, lighters, and cranes. They 
were moved around the harbor by the 
Central’s handsome fleet of mostly steam-
powered tugs. The railroad tugs were also 
unique. They were characterized by tall 
pilothouses, ample but straight sided mid-
ships and numerous, stout fender rails and 
bumpers. Their towing gear was 
diminutive as they almost always tied 
their charges alongside them (called 
hipping) rather than towing them behind. 
The tugs had better control of their charges 
this way. Further, the harbors tight 
confines and dense traffic prohibited long 
tows on the hawser.  The railroad tugs all 
were painted in each railroad’s unique 
livery. Of course the Central’s olive and 
deep red was the best. Whoever was 
responsible for the Railroad’s later Jade or 
Century green should have been shot. It 

was a hideous color and probably 
contributed to the railroads down fall…. 

To eliminate unfair competition between 
the Railroads, this rail-marine activity 
between the railroads was accomplished 
under a system called “The Free 
Lighterage System” where-in customers 
were not charged extra tariff for this 
service. 

This part of this article is not illustrated 
because I direct you to Tom Flagg’s 
excellent recent series of articles on the 
Central’s Port of New York activities that 
has appeared in the Central Headlight for 
a much more in-depth coverage into this 
marine activity than I could provide.  

Just south of the transfer bridges were five 
finger piers (G, F, E, D, and B) with 
berthing space between them. The piers all 
had at least a one-story pier houses on 
them, but some had two-story ones. They 
all had tracks on them to allow railcars to 
go out on them to unload their goods or 
pick up goods transferred from water craft 
alongside. 

The last water front facility in the 
southwest corner of the yard was the 
immense grain elevator. It handled the 
Central’s large grain exporting business. 
American grain came in by railcar and 
canal barges and was sorted and stored in 
this elevator and the two elevators in 
Weehawken. 

        

Down in the 
southwestern 
corner of the Yard 
this early photo is 
of the largest 
structures ever in 
the Yard, an 
immense grain 
elevator.	  
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It was located at water’s edge.  This elevator 
predated the elevator we just saw in 
Weehawken. In this late 19th century photo it 
was painted with the New York Central & 
Hudson River Railroad name, the predecessor 
to the New York Central Lines. Here we see 
scores of blunt prow canal boats clustered 
around it.  These canal boats from the Erie and 
Morris canals as well as the box cars of the 
Central and other roads brought their grain 
here for sorting and storage, until it could be 
exported by ship around the world. 

    

An informative cut-away view revealed the 
inner workings of this immense building. The 
drawings from this period of how things work 
strike me as more interesting than today’s 
printed circuit diagrams. This is a wonderful 
record of the transition from sail (wind 
power) to steam. Steam is seen in the 
powerhouse on the left, the locomotive in 
front of it, and in the tug towing the canal 
barge. The large ship, as well as, quite a few of 
the lighters scooting around, exhibit the 
economy of sail though clearly the large ship 
is also steam powered. The ship is probably 
taking on a cargo of grain for export. 

 

The elevator is still lettered for the NYC & 
HRRRCo. The powerhouse stack is clearly 
visible. The steel framework for the Elevated 
Highway courses around the structure. The 
few railroad cars on the Yard’s tracks give a 
good idea of the scale of the building. Today 
the Highway still has the slight curve in it 
caused by having to get around the elevator, 
though the Elevator was demolished seventy 
odd years ago. 

 

A few months later than the previous photo, 
we can see the concrete deck of the highway 
finished but before it is Belgium blocked. There 
are a string of distinctive white MDT reefers 
stretching from under the Highway to the 
center of the Yard. (NYCMA Photo) 

	  

Before the intrusion of the Highway, the 
Railroad is king! This view north from just 
outside the Yard’s southern border reveals a 
great Central covered barge tied up along the 

The east side of the 
elevator, taken 

during the 
Improvement. 

(NYCMA Photo)	  
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bulkhead at 59th Street. One of the Terminal 
Warehouses with its round arched windows 
and steel shutters sits on the east side of 
Twelfth Avenue and the Grain Elevator 
dominates the skyline. (NYCMA Photo) 

We have now covered the most obvious 
structures and purposes in this yard. The 
not so dramatic or picturesque functions in 
the Yard compared to what we have seen 
were however equally important. Certain 
of these functions and their locations 
within the Yard had always remained the 
same; some changed according to the 
demands of the times. The main line-
through tracks were always located along 
the eastern edge of the yard. They were 
the access for all the made up trains of 
mail and express destined for the Morgan 
Street Post Office, all the food stuffs 
including meat and perishables such as 
milk, fruit, and vegetables going to the 
30th Street Yard, and further south down 
to St. Johns Park Terminal and all the 
businesses in between.  

They also were the corridor through the 
Yard of all the merchandise made in New 
York to all points west. The northwest side 
of the Yard was well organized into feed 
tracks for all the transfer piers and docks 
as well as the Transfer Bridge leads and 
sorting tracks. The engine terminal tracks 
were always established where they were 
and provided a compact yet efficient 
servicing of whatever motive power was 
found in the Yard. The remaining center of 
the Yard was organized into efficient 
classification tracks and team tracks and 
large cattle pens and ramps in the 
beginning of the 20th century, but as 
slaughtering in the City declined because 
of better refrigeration, these pens gave 
way to freight houses with platforms and 

warehouses devoted to specific 
commodities such as dairy and poultry 
products, automobiles,  and general boxed 
freight. One of these areas, the poultry 
tracks, handled 26 million chickens and 
other fowl annually.  Some of the LCL 
freight houses contained a system of small 
baggage wagons on a track, linked 
together, to form a continuous conveyor 
from car side platforms into the freight 
houses. Early on, elevated sidings on the 
eastern side of the main line served 
printing plants and paper warehouses, 
delivering large rolls of paper and tank 
cars of ink. Further along these sidings 
storage warehouses, as well as coal and 
lumber businesses were also served. As 
the century wore on and residential 
development of the Upper West Side 
increased, these businesses closed and rail 
service along West End Avenue was 
discontinued.  

Although one of the main purposes of this 
yard was as the receiving, classifying, and 
departing yard for New York Central on 
Manhattan, it was also the shipping point 
of origin for many of the goods 
manufactured in the City for export, 
nationally and internationally.  It was the 
starting point for much of the larger 
metropolitan area’s trans-shipment of 
goods.   

Lastly, this large yard served as the final 
classification yard for freight destined to 
move further south on the Freight Line, 
and this was considerable.  Before the 
Lines reconstruction (Southern elevated 
portion dedicated June 28, 1934) 1,688 
carloads of goods and products were 
shipped down the Line daily and they 
were primarily sorted and classified in this 
yard. 
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Anchoring the southern end of the Yard 
between 58th and 59th Street was the 
original powerhouse of the Independent 
Rapid Transit company (the IRT line). This 
six-stacked behemoth can be seen in most 
views of the Yard that face south from 
1904 when it was opened. 

	  	   	  

A great view of the Yard, circa 1935. We are at 
57th Street looking northwest into the Yard. 
The decorative McKim, Mead & White IRT 
subway Powerhouse is on the left. A DES-3 
pulling a string of freight cars downtown 
passes in front of the Powerhouse on tracks 
still in the street on Eleventh Avenue. Street 
running would soon be discontinued as the 
Improvement progressed. In fact we can see 
the new tracks passing in the cut with the 
street bridges over it in the lower center of the 
photo. A gas station stood where the Socony 
station is until the late 1990s . 

 

It was called a “temple to power” in the 
flowery descriptions of the age complete with 
a smoke belching NYC&HRRR passenger train 
passing in front of it. (NYPL Photo) 

 

 

   

A sweeping interior view of the gigantic 
Powerhouse. It once boasted six towering 
smokestacks. It is seen in many views of the 
yard that look south. (NYCMA Photo) 

THE NOT SO RECENT PAST 

So I am standing on the 72nd Street exit 
ramp off the West Side Highway, the 
Chatsworth Apartments are just off my 
left shoulder, I am looking southwest. It’s 
1983, and I am not quite sure of what I am 
looking at. What follows are my first views 
of the Yard. 

 

Tracks, railcars, and purpose gone, this is 
what I found when I discovered the Yard in 
the early 1980s. Little was left. The elevated 
West Side Highway obscured what was left of 
Pier I that had been mostly destroyed by fire. 
The transfer bridges, if not destroyed by the 
fires that occurred on each of them, were 
slowly sinking into the river. Rust and neglect 
were taking their toll. It was the largest piece 

An early presentation 
rendering of the IRT’s 
Powerhouse.	  
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of vacant developable land on Manhattan 
Island, and it was very desirable. Conrail 
inherited the Line, but it was a time of 
deprecating the railroads and Conrail’s 
management abandoned it in 1980.  

	  	   	  

A quick look north revealed the throat of the 
Yard as the tracks emerged from the Riverside 
Park Tunnel. Never one to scrimp on 
infrastructure, the Central created these 
streamlined safety concrete piers to protect 
the columns of the Tunnel. They reminded me 
of stone or concrete bridge piers in rivers so 
shaped to discourage floating debris from 
collecting at the piers. The ladders on the two 
columns were to reach signal heads that were 
there. 

	  

All that remained of the five pier houses that 
had jutted out in to the Hudson were these 
fire-ravaged hulks. It was a common 
phenomenon in New York that as soon as a 
building was abandoned, it mysteriously 
caught fire. Of course it was always blamed 
on vandals or the homeless. Some aesthetes 

have declared these skeletons against the sky 
as artistic and somewhere I guess they hark 
back to all the ivy covered ruins of churches 
that dot the English country side, but I would 
prefer to see them intact, and functioning. 

	  

Serpentine and undulating, it seems to be 
trying to get back into the River. Recently, 
with the advent of the new park, the hulks 
have been removed as attractive nuisances. 

 

A final view circa 1984, from the south east 
corner of the Yard looking north. Out of the 
dozens of team and classification tracks, 
warehouses and loading platforms at this end 
of the Yard, only a few of the through tracks 
remain, rusted and unused. The West Side 
Highway sits at the left side of the photo, 
seemingly the winner in a silent battle 
between the internal combustion engine and 
the rails, but it too will have its turn at 
obsolescence some day in the future. If we 
strain along the right hand margin of the 
photo we can see the Chatsworth Apartment 
building soon to be obscured by the giant 
luxury high-rises that will populate the 
vacant land.          

MODELING THE FACILITIES AND THE 
60th STREET YARDS 

I saw photos of the yards published in 
Model Railroader Magazine in 1964 in an 

This view from the 
side highlights the 
warping effect of 
the fire on the thin 
steel frames. 
Serpentine and 
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article about modeling the West Side 
Freight Line. It was love at first sight. 
Everything about the photo was attractive 
to me: a round house, steam engines, tugs, 
floats and tracks crowded with every 
possible type of freight car all within 
walking distance in my beloved City. 
Much better than my loop of three rail 
track under the Christmas tree or my silly 
three-car train pulled by a four-wheeled 
switcher. The next Christmas a McGuiness 
New Haven EP-5 was delivered by Santa, 
but it was too late. I was a New York 
Central fan hankering to build this yard. I 
guess if someone had slipped a photo of 
the New Haven’s Oak Point Yard into the 
EP-5 box I might have wavered. 
Unfortunately if I hadn’t been so obsessed 
with goings on below my belt I would 
have become a serious model railroader 
much sooner than when I did, a college 
education and a couple of wives and kids 
later. But the Line stayed with me. Finally 
in 1983 when almost all the Line was gone 
or in total disrepair I began my 
machinations. So I put Catherine Deneuve 
out of my mind, grabbed my camera, 
doubled my life insurance and headed out. 
I began a series of Sunday morning trips to 
Manhattan’s coasts and the other 
Boroughs also. Unfortunately most of the 
infrastructure was rusting hulks amid tall 
weeds.  Although, the elevated portion of 
the Central’s Freight Line was my main 
concern (and I would spend ten years 
creating my modules of that) enough 
remained for me to hone my skills of 
recording and photographing other 
aspects of the great port. A man I met at 
one of the RailFairs in Hoboken, Alan 
Frazer, took my name and years later 
passed it on to another gentleman named 
John Teichmoller who started the Rail 

Marine Information Group and began 
publishing a magazine called Transfer. It 
was great to be hooked up with a group of 
like-minded individuals. I was also lucky 
enough to befriend another rail-mariner, 
Tom Flagg, and for a while we explored 
the Harbor together. He is retiring soon so 
we may ride the rail waves again. The 
Transfer ceased publication years ago, but 
the group has remained as a loose 
confederation. So far you can find the 
greatest concentration of us biannually at 
the Valley Forge RPM meet or the annual 
New England Fallen Flag Meeting. In 2014 
we have been invited by the Cleveland 
NMRA national convention committee to 
come there. I believe we have accepted. If 
you think you like Railroad Tugs, float 
bridges, barges, floats, dock side cranes 
and plastic water, it will be the place for 
you. At this point I am big into modeling 
and less so into operation. But I love very 
illustrated clinics. 

My first rail-marine endeavor was 
photographing, field measuring, then 
drawing plans for the 69th Street French 
Transfer Bridge in the 60th Street Yard. I 
wanted to model it. At the time rail-marine 
information-gathering was in its early 
stages and the complete plans and critique 
that appeared in Engineering News in 1911 
had not yet surfaced. When my plans were 
finished, I mounted a set of prints on Foam 
Core and constructed a three dimensional, 
1/87 mock up. Not to my credit it has 
remained in that state for over 20 years. 
Recent retirement and plans for a layout 
may hasten its completion. Tom Flagg 
used the drawings years ago in the process 
to get the structure on the National 
Register of Historic Structures. Ten years 
beyond that accreditation, restoration is 
finally under way. 
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Ron’s mockup of the 69th Street Transfer 
Bridge. 

Since most rail marine equipment is 
unpowered and a good HO model of a 
steam tug didn’t (and still doesn’t) exist, I 
decided to try my hand at one. Visits to 
various maritime and industrial museums 
yielded no plans of a steam tug (plans of 
the Central’s first and only Diesel Tug #34 
are around). Urban legend had it there 
was a set of proposed steam tug plans and 
it took until I was well into scaling photos 
and carving the hull before they were 
supplied to me by Marine author, Steve 
Lang. His book On the Hawser was a 
seminal look at Tug Boats and their work. 
Luckily for me the proposed plans were 
for the very tug I was attempting to build. 
It was #18, the Central’s largest and most 
powerful steam tug. As such, she was 
classified as a transfer tug quite capable of 
handling two of the unwieldy floats in the 
Harbor. Though the plans were small, they 
appeared as complete as any plans of tugs 
that I had seen. They included out board 
profiles, deck plans and a whole page of 
the tug’s lines. Those most mysterious of 
ship’s plans drawings would allow me to 
carve the full hull accurately.  

 

 

This photo is an early view of the full hull 
carving with roughs of the deck house and 
pilot house as well as a simulated smoke 
stack while I am checking angles. A boat such 
as this is a complete change from railroad 
modeling.  

   

Here we see some scaled plans mounted to 
deck house and pilot house as well as deck 
house railing simulation, engine room sky 
light, life boat and stack with umbrella and 
logo panel all roughed in. The hull has also 
been separated for a waterline model to sit in 
my harbor.  I do a lot of setting up and 
photographing to check what I am doing. 
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My second vessel was a scratch built 
wooden BEDT transfer or interchange 
float. My next vessel was a kit bash of the 
Walthers’ float. 

  

My final float model is this NYCRR platform 
or station float #46. It is steel hulled with 
wooden fenders and has a wooden platform 
and platform roof.  It is 320 scale feet long. 
The shot here is a bow shot where we can see 
some of the deck hardware common to all 
floats namely toggle pockets, mooring hooks, 
scuttle hatches, chain stops, ventilators, and 
cleats. 

 

A stern shot of the platform float #46 where 
we can see the bumpers. Pardon the close up’s 
but at over three feet long, a full close up is 
almost impossible.  

  
My next marine project was a scratch built 
NYC RR wooden covered barge in authentic 
Central livery. My plans for this model were 
used by AMB for his covered barge.  Currently 
on the boards is the exposed cabin version of a 
covered barge, the West New York. As this 
barge was made with wooden masters, then 
cast in resin, I have about a half a dozen 
various barges on the ways. 

Clinics are prepared for the three floats, 
and I am scheduled to give the platform 
float clinic at the NYCSHS Convention in 
the spring of 2013. 

THE LAYOUT ON THE WAYS 

I am an NMRA member and attend 
divisional and regional meets. Every once 
in a while I attend a national if it is in a 
city I want to see.  I almost always enter a 
model or photograph in the contest, give a 
clinic, and in general enjoy clinics by 
others. I have made many lifelong friends 
and find it thoroughly enjoyable. I am also 
trying to get my Master Model Railroader 
Certification. Lots of people complain 
about the paperwork, documentation, and 
rules. I find the rules pretty 
straightforward and the paperwork helps 
my clinic preparation. I do the 
documentation as I go along with my 
camera close by. I enjoy the personal 
challenge the program presents. I enjoy an 
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occasional Best of Show and first place 
awards as well as years of peoples’ 
approval, but I enjoy high point 
Certificates of Merit more. I have three AP 
certificates so far: Author, Structures, and 
Prototype. I must thank my previous AP 
chairman from the Sunrise Trail Division, 
John MacGown, for his time and years of 
encouragement, patience, and cajoling.  As 
I now live in the Susquehanna division I 
look forward to working with my new AP 
Chairman Bob Charles. 

So having had this long-winded prologue 
and discussed at length here my 
fascination with the Centrals 60th Street 
Yard and all it presents, I decided to tackle 
the Civil AP in the MMR program. After 
years of mulling and skulking it was 
decided for me! The Civil certificate had as 
a requirement that one designs a layout 
then build at least 20% of it. So the West 
Side Freight Line it would be. My two 
Freight Line modules of the downtown 
meat district could count towards the 20% 
and the run through modules as well as 
the 69th Street Bridge and the Pier I 
modules would complete the requirement.  

    

This is the southern section of the layout plan. 

The Civil AP requirements include things 
like classification and storage yards, 
engine service facilities, industries that 

must be served, and storage yards for 
head end equipment. I knew all these 
elements existed in the 60th Street Yard or 
in the 30th Street Yard; it was just a matter 
of organizing, compressing, and editing 
them in to a coherent layout. In this 
southern section, I concentrated on the 
western part of the yard that fronted on 
the Hudson River. It would give me more 
than ample opportunity to showcase the 
rail marine equipment that I loved so 
much. Basically the shaded area along the 
bottom is what I will construct first as six 
or eight Free-Mo modules. The 2’ X 8’ left 
to right shaded section will be the run 
through yard that will connect to other 
modules. Pier I and the 69th Street transfer 
bridge modules (two each) will be stub 
end off shoots from the yard and be 
destination points as in the real yard. As 
an option I am planning on building Pier 
G with a two story Pier house and open 
track. If I live long enough, a compact 
yard, loosely based on the actual engine 
facility that was in the yard will be built 
and patterned on the yard diagram in the 
lower left of the layout. The lower right 
hand side is a facsimile of the southern 
portion of the actual yard where the large 
grain elevator was as well as stock pens. 

   

This drawing is of the northern portion of the 
layout. It continues the theme of the West Side 
Freight Line facilities. 
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You can see in the drawing above, the 30th 
Street Yard with its numerous team tracks 
8, 9, 17, 18, 19 and 20: LCL container 
unloading yard tracks 23, 13 and 14; RPO 
and Baggage and Express Reefer storage 
and classification tracks 10, 11 and 12 and 
the important elevated 2 track main line 
going up to the elevated portion of the 
Line with its busy spur directly into the 
Morgan Post Office where the spur fans 
out to seven tracks for the unloading and 
loading of RPO’s, baggage, and express 
cars. At the very top of the diagram I 
placed Modules 1 & 2 – the downtown 
“Meat District” as end of the railroad, 
though in reality the railroad continued 
down to the St. Johns Park Terminal and 
that could certainly be added.  

 

This drawing shows the square foot grid 
imposed on the layout used to determine exact 
sizes required to come up with the 20% of a 
layout that must be built. 

At the top of the diagram above is an 
aerial view photo of my two meat district 
modules. They are finished already.  These 
two modules plus the Yard Run Through, 
Pier I, and the Transfer Bridge modules 
will satisfy the 20% operational rule.  
These modules will also count as 16 square 

feet of the 32 square feet scenery AP 
requirement. 

 

 

This diagram shows Key Numbers indicated 
on the layout that correspond to specific Civil 
AP requirements:  1A – Passing Siding, 1E – 
Locomotive Turning Device, and 3B – Siding 
to an Industry, etc. 

 

For ease of transportation the Yard run 
through modules will be broken into two, 
four-and-a-half foot sections and The Pier 
and Transfer Bridge will be broken into 
four-foot sections. This mockup is being 
used to make sure that the specs for Free – 
Mo modules, though not very restrictive, 
are complied with – such as at least # 6 
turnouts on the mainline.  

This is a photo of 
my full size 
mockup of the run 
through Free-Mo 
modules and the 
spur sidings 
leading to Pier I 
and the Transfer 
Bridge Module.	  
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Notice in the photo that there are cutouts 
of various vessels indicating barges, 
lighters, tugs and floats. Hopefully I am 
going to start construction on the actual 
modules this winter.  

 

NYCSHS and the Internet 

In December 2012 we opened a Facebook 
account for the NYCSHS.  The idea was to 
reach out to some potential members that 
we were not reaching with our expanded 
advertising campaign.  

We have been very successful with that 
advertising with the result of increasing 
our membership with over a 10% growth 
in 2012 and perhaps an even greater 
growth this year. 

Our outreach with the NYCSHS email 
using MailChimp has been reaching 
around 90% of those of you who have 
given us email addresses.  Unfortunately 
only about 70% of those who receive these 
emails open them, but MailChimp is 
giving us the ability to reach more 
members than ever before.  

Our NYCSHS Members Yahoo Group has 
made it possible for members to sign up to 
talk with other members of the Society 
online.  This has provided many of our 
members a valuable resource to obtain 
information from other members and it 
also provides us with another way of 
reaching out to members.  Unfortunately 
only about 10% of our members have 
joined this Group, so we aren’t reaching as 
many of you as we would like to. 

Since setting up the Facebook page last 
December we have extended our reach to 
both members and non-members.  We are 
using this wonderful tool to reach a lot of 
people where we would not otherwise 
have access. 

I want to share some insights into who we 
are reaching on Facebook.  In an average 
week a little over 8200 people are seeing 
our postings.  There are almost 600 “Likes” 
or regular readers of what we post and 
about 400 people are talking about us by 
sending these postings to others.  The total 
potential reach of these 8200 people is a 
little over 125,000 friends. 

Our most popular post on Facebook was a 
copy of the photo below of this edition; a 
picture of a Century Green E-8.  It was 
viewed by over 4400 people in less than a 
day. 

 

All of this is to tell you that we are 
continuing to find new ways of reaching 
out to members and potential members to 
tell the wonderful story of the NYCS. 

If you have any ideas how we can expand 
this effort, let us know.  

NYCSHS@comcast.net 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Standard 48’-0” X 74’-8” Stockyard.  
Perspective View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
Most people would probably agree that 
the first image that comes to mind when 
thinking about stockyards and the 
livestock hauling business is of western 
railroads.  In reality it was an essential 
industry that served the entire country in 
the era before widespread mechanical 
refrigeration when the only way to 
provide fresh meat and associated 
products, was to bring the live animal as 
close as possible to where it was going to 
be consumed.  
 
Chicago was known as the capital of the 
meat packing industry, having established 
Union Stock Yards in the mid-1860s.  All 
the big cities had some kind of meat 
processing plant and even small towns 
could boast at least one butcher shop.  The 
railroad provided the service of 
transporting the livestock from the 
farmlands to these markets.  Changes in 
the industry, including the shift to truck 
traffic, the construction of processing 
plants close to the farmlands and the 

development of frozen products that could 
withstand a cross-country trip, eventually 
led to the demise of livestock rail 
operations1. 
 
The NYC for a period of time held a 
significant share of the livestock business.  
It’s easy to understand once we consider 
the number of big cities served by the 
NYC.  New York City for example, had a 
substantial meatpacking district in lower 
Manhattan, and the NYC having the only 
direct rail connection to the city had the 
advantage.  Other railroad companies 
needed to ferry the livestock across the 
Hudson River.  The PRR had a couple of 
livestock barges2 converted from former 
steel car-floats to transfer the livestock to a 
pier near 38th Street where they were 
herded, through special underground 
tunnels, to the processing plants3. 
 
To get an idea of where the NYC stood in 
comparison with the other railroads, we 
only need to consult a few editions of The 
Official Railway Equipment Register.  In the 
early 1930s, the NYC ranked No. 5 behind 
the ATSF, SP, UP and CBQ, with about 
5,400 stock cars, over 2,000 more cars than 
its chief rival, the PRR.  Unfortunately, the 
livestock business downturn came early 
for the NYC, as by the 1950s, the fleet was 
down to about 1,600 cars, a substantial 
reduction compared to the other railroads.  
A few years prior to the merger into Penn 
Central, the fleet was down to just 45 cars. 
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NYC - Hanover Stockyard. Fort Wayne 
Branch.  NYC Photo, January 17, 1918.  
Collection of the Allen County Historical 
Society. (Image reprinted from NYCSHS – 
Central Headlight – Vol. XX, No. 3 – Third 
Quarter, 1990) 

N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Standard Stockyards 
Standard 48’-0” X 74’-8” Stockyard 
NYC & HRRR Drawing Book “G” 
Dates4: J.D.M. Aug 13, 1998/R.G. Jan. 1, 
1999 
Total Drawing Sheets: 3 
 
The stockyard presented here is a two pen 
yard with a double chute.   These yards 
were located along the railroad lines, next 
to towns or locations accessible by local 
farmers and livestock producers.  They 
were used to hold the animals prior to 
loading or after unloading the stocks cars, 
as they were used for outgoing as well as 
for incoming traffic.  They were used not 
only for cattle, but also hogs, sheep, 
horses, and even mules.  
 
The double chute refers to the fact that the 
yard had two ramps with different inclines 
to allow the loading of single and double 
deck stock cars.  The double deck cars 
were mainly used to carry calves, sheep, 
and hogs as it doubled the car-carrying 

capacity without going over the rated 
weight limit. 
 
Design & Construction 
The yard pen construction was simple as it 
only required the driving of 7” diameter 
cedar post into the ground and the use of 
2” X 6” as fencing material.  The horizontal 
fence board always faced the interior of 
the yard to protect the animals during 
confinement.  Several yard gates provided 
flexibility for using the yard in different 
configurations, during the holding and 
loading/unloading process.    
 
The chute structure was a little more 
complicated matter as the slopes and 
location of the ramps and platforms 
needed to match certain, very specific 
criteria and clearances to allow proper 
alignment of the stock cars.  The distance 
of the structure to the track was to be 
measured from the track center-line and 
the top of the rail. 
 

 
Stockyard Chute. Perspective View.  This 
image shows the two ramps with different 
slopes to accommodate the single and double 
deck stock cars.   Cattle, horses, and mules 
would use the lower deck exclusively while 
calves, sheep and hogs could use both. (MDD) 
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General Notes and Observations: 
1. During the CAD drawing 

developing process, a discrepancy 
was identified in the historic NYC 
drawings between the plan view 
and the chute section.  The plan 
shows the chute as having six bays 
(distance between posts) from the 
yard gates to the end of the chute at 
track side.  The chute section shows 
seven bays.  Since the chute section 
drawing included dimensions and 
contains more detailed information 
than the plan, it was assumed to be 
the correct design.  The plan 
presented in the CAD drawings 
was adjusted to coordinate with the 
chute design. 
 

2. Note regarding the drawing page 
layout:  The original drawing layout 
was designed to be printed in an 
11” X 17” page (tabloid).  This size 
page would allow the presentation 
of medium sized structures without 
the need to divide the building into 
sections.  In order for the drawing 
pages to match the NYCentral 
Modeler page layout, it was decided 
to split the 11” X 17”, into two 8-
1/2” X 11” pages.  Eventually, we 
will be presenting a depot or freight 
house, and we are exploring 
options for delivering those 
drawings in a larger page format.  
The current drawings, if so desired, 
could be printed or copied into an 
11” X 17” as indicated in the image 
at the top of the page.  

 

The letter sized drawings can be combined by 
printing or copying into an 11” X 17” page to 
obtain the correct drawing format.  (MDD)  
--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Title Block of the Standard Stockyard 
drawing, Sheet - 2.  Signed by NYC engineer 
William J. Wilgus 5 .  (NYCSHS Drawing 
Collection, CD108-NYC&HRRR Book of 
Standard Plans - Structures) 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 For more information: Jeff Wilson, Livestock & Meatpacking, 
Kalmbach Books, 2013. 
2	  Thomas R. Flagg, New York Harbor Railroads, Volume 1, 
Morning Sun Books, 2000, (Page 94: Image).	  
3 http://www.cityfarmer.info/2010/12/14/historic-cow-
tunnels-of-new-york/ 
4 Dates and initials on the drawing probably indicate the 
draftsman’s initials and date of drafting, reviews or approvals. 
5 William J. Wilgus was the Chief Engineer of the NYC RR and 
was responsible for supervising the construction work at Grand 
Central Terminal. 
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NYC – Standard Stockyards (48’-0” X 74’-8”) Double Deck Chute Construction Sequence1:1 

 

2

 Posts   Cross Members 3 

 

4

 Chute Stringers Platform Joists 5 

 

6

 Chute & Platform Deck Fence Boards  7 

 

8

 Walkway Gates                                                          
1 This construction sequence is presented to illustrate the different building components and how they interact with each other. 
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We are very pleased that you are a 
member of our great organization, and I 
want to tell you a little more about us. 

  
The NYCSHS is dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the New York Central System 
and its predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through acquisition and 
preservation of NYCS-related artifacts and 
through the dissemination of accurate 
information about the NYCS.  We are also 
dedicated to preserving the NYCS through 
the hobby of accurate modeling of the 
System. 
  
In order to do these things, our members 
spend a lot of time working on various 
projects and committees within the 
Society.   It is only through this volunteer 
support that we are able to accomplish all 
that we do. 
  
As a member you may not be aware of all 
of the opportunities available to you to 
support the organization.  I want to make 
you aware of those opportunities and give 
you a chance to volunteer to work with us 
in some of these positions. 
  
We need volunteers to work a few hours 
each month in the following areas: 
  
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to publish the NYCentral 
Modeler, work with manufacturers to 
develop accurate NYCS models of locos, 
rolling stock and structures, find speakers 

at events on NYCS modeling topics, and 
develop and update material for various 
NYCSHS websites and Yahoo Groups. We 
are looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Membership Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to establish and maintain 
contact with members.  This consists of 
writing and responding to e-mail and 
written correspondence about NYCSHS 
happenings, reaching out to lapsed 
members, developing member recruiting 
advertisements, participating as NYCSHS 
Yahoo Group subject matter experts, 
developing and staffing booths at train 
and model railroad shows, and finding 
ways to make membership in the Society 
more beneficial to our members. We are 
looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Fund Raising Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to develop sources of funding 
for various projects within the 
Society.  This includes writing grant 
applications and approaching members 
and non-members to obtain funding for 
important activities to extend and improve 
our offerings to members. We are looking 
for committee members.   
 
Web Design & Website Support – This 
person(s) would assist the NYCSHS 
Webmaster in the design and support of 
our existing website 
(www.NYCSHS.org).  This position uses 
some of the following knowledge and 

If	  You	  Are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  Have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  You	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  
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capabilities:  HTML, CSS, design sense, 
JavaScript & Ajax, PHP, ASP, Java, Perl or  
C++; MySQL database, Flash, SEO, 
webserver administration skills, and 
project management skills.  Not all 
capabilities are required, and we will work 
with you if you have some of these skills 
and are interested in helping. 
  
On-Line Store Design & Support – This 
person would assist the NYCSHS 
Directors and the Webmaster to select a 
hosting service, analyze and select the 
store software and support, add the e-
commerce tools necessary to support 
utilities such as shopping carts, product 
search engine, product displays, product 
descriptions and payment options for an 
on-line store on the NYCSHS website. 
(www.nycshs.net) 
 
2014 Cleveland, Ohio NYCSHS 
Convention Volunteers – We need several 
people to assist with the planning and 
execution of the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention.  These people need to be 
located in the vicinity of Cleveland, OH 
and will work with the NYCSHS director 
responsible for the convention 
activities.  These conventions are fun and 
exciting and require considerable work 
over the 18 months.  Skills needed include 
planning and ability to work with teams. 
  
Archive Committee – We need several 
persons to help with the reorganization of 
the NYCSHS archives.  Skills needed 
include: digitizing of hard copy materials; 
organizing and filing of material; sorting 

and generating finding aids for materials 
in storage; and general moving and 
storage skills.  Past experience with 
archival activities is a big plus. We are also 
looking for someone to replace the chair of 
this committee.  Work is done on the first 
concurrent Friday and Saturday (all day) 
of each month and all work is done in 
Wickliffe, OH (Cleveland area).  
  
We are very excited that you have joined 
us and look forward to working with you 
to make the NYCSHS even better.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, 
please contact me at: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net / 703-407-3059. 
  
Thanks, Noel (Chair, Membership 
Committee NYCSHS) 
  

 

The New York Central was one of the 
country’s major railroads and served 
locations all over the northeast and central 
United States.  This is an interesting shot as 
this train passes a tower.  Any idea where this 
took place?  Send us your guesses, to 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net (Photo by 
unknown From NYCSHS Collection)  

If	  you	  are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  you	  to	  serve	  the	  Society	  (Continued)	  
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!!
Models!by!Jim!Six,!NYCSHS!Member 

Are you a fan of the New York Central?  Are you interested in prototypical modeling? As a 
member of the New York Central System Historical Society, you will receive the Central 
Headlight, our quarterly, acclaimed magazine, and chat with NYC fans and modelers on our 
NYCSHS members-only Yahoo Group.  You can attend our annual conventions, and benefit 
from the first-hand knowledge of former NYCS employees and from the expertise of NYC 
historians, researchers, modelers and writers who will help you with answers to questions about 
NYCS history, locos, rolling stock, structures, and operating practices. Modelers check out the 
NYCentral Modeler at http://www.nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php     Do it right! Join today! 
!

Visit our website and join today. http://www.nycshs.org/ 

Get!great!prototype!info!from!!
the!people!who!lived!it...!!

Join Today!     
Regular memberships only $39 per year. 

!

!

NEW!YORK!CENTRAL!SYSTEM!
HISTORICAL!SOCIETY,!INC.!

DEPT!N!•!P.O.!BOX!130!•!GATES!MILLS,!OH!44040R0130!

!

Join the New York Central System Historical 
Society Today 

Membership Application on Page 58 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
 

P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 
 

 2013 New Membership Application Form 
 

 *These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of the 
Society, and these generous contributors will be identified in Central Headlight.  
 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31 and includes four issues of  
Central Headlight. (We are trying to get accurate email and phone #’s for all 
members. Please include them for us on the form below.) 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

City, State _________________________________9-digit Zip ___________________ 

Country, if outside U. S. A. _______________________________________________   
Email Address: _________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Special Interest(s) _______________________________________________________ 

Former NYCS Employee? ________________________________________________ 

Referred by (optional): __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed for 2013:  $____________  For additional years:  $____________ 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.  It may be used to 
contact you about events or information about the NYCSHS.  If you do not wish to have 
the NYCSHS contact you with this information, please check this box:   
 

Members failing to provide their 9-digit Zip cannot be included in the mailing list for 
Central Headlight. The USPS insists that we use the 9-digit code since the magazine is 
mass mailed. 
 

 
Visit the NYCSHS website at www.nycshs.org 

 

 Regular Member — United States $39.00  
     
 Regular Member — Canada & Mexico $44.00  
    
 Regular Member — Other Countries $49.00  
    
 Contributing Member* $50.00  
    
 Sustaining Member* $70.00   
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In the 4th Quarter 2012 edition of the 
NYCentral Modeler we featured the first of 
this pair of articles by Paul Pickard on his 
father’s modeling in TT-scale in the late 
1940s and early 1950s.  Paul has preserved 
these TT models that have been stored in 
boxes since the mid-1950s.  I persuaded 
him to do an article on these models so 
that we would have one on this unique 
scale that has almost disappeared.  This is 
the second and final article on Paul’s TT-
scale models. 

 

Paul’s dad at 83 working on his HO layout. 
The little 2-6-0 is made from the running gear 
of a TT 0-6-0.  The “LM” lettering is for Little 
Mountain, an area where they lived in 
Northeast Ohio.  At this point the TT-scale 
trains had been packed away for a long time. 
(Photo by Barbara Freed) 

The photo above is of my dad and his last 
layout. The old TT H. P. 0-6-0 has been 
converted as per his sketch to a narrow 
gauge mogul.  It is pulling some HO MDC 
“old timer” shorty passenger cars that are 
running on TT trucks.  He is holding a 
building that I scratchbuilt more than 
twenty years earlier.  Note my dad is 
wearing his old railroad cap with a pin for 
the Lake Shore Live Steamers that he 
designed.  He copied the LS&MS mailbag 
logo and redrew the type for the Live 
Steamers group.  

In the last article, Paul was showing us 
some of the cars and locos that are in his 
collection.  So we continue. 

Here is another neat car, actually two cars to be 
exact. They were originally permanently 
coupled together, with a drawbar 
coupling.  Again I don’t know if these cars 
were built from kits, but to me the Pennsy 
gondola looks scratch built.  Certainly the now 
badly warped steel beam load was. Close 
examination reveals he must have had some 
way to emboss rivets; the beam is nicely 
detailed with rivets and scribe lines to 
emphasize separate steel panels.  One side of 
the gondola has rivet detail on the bottom edge 
of the car side and one does not; this indicates 
a scratch built model.  The steel beam once had 
additional bracing that has vanished; evidence 
of broken glue joints show where it used to be 
attached. Since my dad worked out of 
Ashtabula south to Youngstown, Osgood, 
Greenville, and all the way to Pittsburgh, he 
must have seen similar freight car loads that 
inspired this model.  

   

Oversize beam load in Pennsy gondola and 
overhang a B&O flatcar.  The beam is 6 1/8 
inches long, sixty-one feet in real life.  It sure 
is quick and easy to figure between prototype 
and TT scale dimensions! 

The Kahn’s reefer was made by Star Line 
of Mineral Wells, TX.  Star Line also made 
the milled wood track base. The Kahn’s 

Modeling	  the	  NYC	  in	  TT-‐Scale	  (Part	  2)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
By	  Paul	  Pickard	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Paul)	  
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reefer is very crisply printed and has some 
very small lettering. While not as 
finely done as today is printing on car 
sides, it is quite good especially 
considering it was done approximately 60 
year’s ago!  The printing was done on card 
stock that has been embossed to mimic the 
wood sides of the car. This embossing is 
very nice and looks to be right on scale for 
wood car sides. 

 

Looks like my dad was in a bit of a hurry for 
the roof paint to dry, he got a couple of 
fingerprints on the side! 

All the freight car trucks ride on stamped 
brass trucks. The wheel flanges are 
oversized but not nearly as much as the 
typical N-scale “pizza cutter” ones. The 
couplers are also stamped and bent sheet 
brass. The couplers are missing on several 
of the cars. 

Here is a New York Central 40-foot flat car 
with lumber load.  I wish all the details of 
this car had survived.  The load is balsa 
wood and was made hollow; the ends of 
the stacked wood are only maybe a half of 
an inch long.  It certainly saved on the 
stripwood costs.  The stake pockets are just 
small bits of stripwood.  I like how my dad 
painted a stripe on the tall stakes to 
represent the stake pocket. 

   

NYC flatcar loaded with a balsa wood lumber 
load.  All but one of the stakes are missing. 

Another car I like a lot is the P&LE 
gondola.  The gondola is the only car with 
underbody detail and whose underbody is 
painted, and it’s only partially painted at 
that.  The underbody detail is only a rough 
approximation of an air brake cylinder.  
This is a quintessential NYC freight 
car.  Working south out of Ashtabula he 
would have seen lots of gondolas and 
hoppers loaded with steel and minerals. 

   

This P&LE gondola also has some hand 
scribed dimensional data. 

 

The underbody detail includes an oversized 
brake cylinder and a partially painted floor. 
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This is the only tank car in the collection - the 
Texaco tank car that was made by H.P. 
Products. 

 

This is a New York Central double door 
boxcar with pencil for scale. I believe this is 
from an H.P. kit. 

My dad only had two locomotives, the 
H.P. Products 0-6-0 and their E-7. 
The E-7’s paint has failed very badly. In 
fact, despite very careful handling the 
paint was falling off in flakes while setting 
up to do these photographs. 

 

Overall view of the H.P. Products E7. 

 

 

 

A comparison shot with an Atlas N-scale E-8 
again helps to give an idea of the size of the 
TT-scale locomotive.  

Only the rear truck of the E-7 is powered 
and only two axles are driven.  A wire 
goes to the front truck for additional 
electrical pickup and also for a light for the 
headlight. The diesel could be purchased 
with both trucks powered and a B unit 
was also available powered or unpowered.  

   

This view shows the double reduction drive. 
The body shell is simply open on the bottom. 
Note the extensive use of stamped metal parts. 

The smooth side passenger cars are very 
simply constructed, again from stamped 
metal.  The metal used was aluminum.   I 
have six cars and one unbuilt diner.  The 
sides and the roof are a one-piece 
stamping as are the trucks. The cut out 
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above the trucks is simply bent up and 
screwed to the floor to attach the body to 
the floor. The letter and number boards 
have fallen off many of the cars. Some are 
lost forever. 

 

The E-7 with some of the passenger cars. 

My dad painted people in the windows on 
the observation car and also in one of the 
Pullmans. He also added window shades 
to the windows.  He would do this again 
years later on many of our New York 
Central HO passenger cars. 

 

The Franklin D. Roosevelt observation car 
with hand painted passengers in the windows. 

While photographing these cars I 
discovered another detail I had never seen 
before. The number boards in the kits 
came with engraved or embossed lettering 
with the road name and the car number.  
I’m not sure if they came with the lettering 
filled in black, some are and some are not. 
Evidently my dad wanted to replicate the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt observation car, so he 
scribed the name in the aluminum strip by 

hand into the backside of one of the letter 
boards.  Both the New York Central and 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt names have fallen 
off the car, you can see the outlines on the 
car where they were once glued on in the 
close up view below. 

 

These are the handmade letterboards for the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt.   

My dad never had a TT layout though he 
told me he set the track up and ran it on a 
table, just as Hal Joyce had intended.  I 
have a rough draft of a hand written letter 
my dad wrote to a TT manufacture of 
track in the early 1990s.  In it he says that 
“...I have never had an actual layout as 
such...”  

 His layout was to come in HO and it was 
a dandy one. We had a huge HO layout, a 
decidedly freelance design, but of course 
we had a lot of New York Central 
equipment.  My favorite memory of this 
layout was when I was ten years old he 
suddenly decided to add on to our existing 
layout.  He added about one to two feet 
around the whole perimeter.  Initially I 
was curious why we would make an 
already big layout even bigger, but I 
certainly did not complain!  Come 
Christmas day of 1970, I found out why he 
built the extension.  One of the last 
presents I opened was a brass LMB 
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Niagara, at the time my favorite 
locomotive!  The extension to the existing 
layout was so the Niagara would have a 
large enough track radius to operate.   

My dad also built a one-inch scale live 
steam K-3p Pacific.  I also became 
interested in live steam and in the mid-
1970s we ripped out our HO layout and 
acquired more machine tools to build 
another locomotive. 

In the 1990’s an American importer re-
introduced TT to the United States.    TT 
must be the only scale that crossed the 
Atlantic then came back again.  An East 
German Company, Berliner TT-Bahnen 
(now owned by Tillig) had an extensive 
line of European prototype models.  The 
initial imported set came in a unique T 
shaped box.  Both my dad and I were 
interested and joined the NMRA TT SIG 
and read its publication, TT Empire, which 
still exists for the few diehard TT 
modelers. (As of last year, all emails to the 
editor have bounced back)   

In the 1990’s there was a small resurgence 
and spike in small cottage industries in the 
U.S. supplying TT products.  By that time 
my dad was in his 80’s and had sidelined 
his live steamers as being too heavy and 
difficult to manage. The garage once again 
became home to a model railroad.  Its scale 
was HO, reusing most of our old saved 
equipment from the previous layout, but 
he incorporated a branch line in TT-gauge.  
He cannibalized the H. P. Products 0-6-0 
and bought a few European engines that 
he converted to TT-gauge narrow gauge 
engines.  He made a sketch of how he 
planned to convert the old H.P. Products 
0-6-0 into a narrow gauge mogul.  I made a 
wood gondola and cast a bunch of them in 

resin for ore cars.  So while an L4 and 
Hudsons plied the HO tracks, TT was 
running on the branch line.   

 

This is a sketch of 2-6-0 made from an H.P. 
Products TT 0-6-0. It was used by Paul’s dad 
to build that model on the layout in the first 
photo in this article. 

After taking the pictures for this article 
and spending a lot of time looking at the 
models, I have come to a couple of 
conclusions.  Admittedly I have a soft spot 
for TT, but it really is a nice size.  A TT 
model feels big enough that it is not too 
tiny.  HO often feels a bit too big; trains 
rarely look right on the curves of a typical 
home layout and to model even a small 
scene one must resort to a lot of selective 
compression.  N-scale solves a lot of those 
problems, but the stuff is so small, that 
well detailed, scratchbuilt models can be 
somewhat of a challenge.  N also lacks the 
“presence” that larger models have.  Given 
the terrifically detailed N-scale models of 
today, one can only imagine what might 
have been for TT.  

My other conclusion is more about models 
and model-making in general. These 
vintage TT models are indeed crude by 
today’s standards, yet there is something 
nice about these simple free spirited 
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models.  Maybe it’s just nostalgia for a 
simpler time, but there is something else 
very appealing about these models.  
 
They invite handling, playing with, setting 
them up, and looking at them. They create 
the right impression of their prototypes. 
You are less afraid of breaking something 
or getting fingerprints on the fine paint 
jobs of today’s models.  The streamlined 
fluted passenger cars look just like the real 
thing; you just have to squint your eyes as 
they streak past.  Some of the early H. P. 
Products ads talk about setting your 
layout up on a table then storing it away.   
A modeler today would never think of 
that; they need the whole basement! My 
dad certainly “pushed the envelope” of 
detailing on some of his TT cars, far 
beyond what was offered in TT and 
frankly even most of HO at the time.  This, 
however, is the continuing cycle of models 
and model making, to strive for ever finer 
detail and representation of the prototype. 
 
Ultimately what I really like about these 
models is that they were produced and 
made by true enthusiasts in the USA and 
from “real” materials, not spit out of a 
plastic injection mold machine in China.  
They are authentic to the time they were 
created and as such represent a “piece of 
the true cross” of the New York Central 
that my dad modeled and also worked for.  
It is easy to see that the models were made 
by someone who loved model making and 
loved the Railroad. 
 

What about my own TT modeling?  I 
actually had dreams of following in my 
dad’s footsteps and carrying on the TT 
torch.  I got as far as making a bunch of 
pieces for a 19000 series caboose. 
Personally I am much more into the 

modeling end of model railroading, so I 
was attracted to the builders gauge as it 
was, and still is, known.  However the 
realization that nearly everything would 
have to be made put an end to my TT 
dreams.  Right now I am content to pull 
out my dad’s old models and gaze at 
them, and try to imagine him coming 
home from a day at work on the railroad 
and sitting down to build a TT model 
freight car.  I really should finish that 
caboose one day though. 

   

 

Share Your Model Railroad with 
Others at an Open House Event 

 

The train room is packed with visitors 
interested in seeing a model railroad.  These 
types of events take a little planning, but they 
offer another way to share the interesting 
history of the NYCS with others. As you can 
see there are all age groups represented.  An 
open house allows you to show off your 
railroad, meet new people, and introduce some 
new people to your favorite railroad and the 
NYCSHS. (Photo by Noel Widdifield) 
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In Part 3 I will cover a much more recent 
project where I added some features that I 
wished I’d applied to the much earlier H-
7e #1972 effort detailed in my earlier 
articles in the NYCentral Modeler 
(NYCentral Modeler 1st Qtr., 2012 & 3rd Qtr. 
2012).  I’ll list them as we go along and 
you can decide for yourself if the extra 
work is worthwhile. 

Locomotive 2057: H-7a Mikado   

 

H-7a 2057.  This straight side view of MC H-
7b 2057 in Ann Arbor, MI, probably shot 
sometime in the late 1940s, was the 
inspiration and primary reference for my 
model of it.  (Photo by Dr. H. M. Hildebrandt, 
from the author’s collection) 

This was all based on a set of photos my 
friend, Dr. H. Mark Hildebrand, took of 
the left side of the prototype in the late 
1940s in Ann Arbor, MI (Figure 4).  This 
was always a Michigan Central locomotive 
and the Elesco feedwater heater 
installation was typical of 45 of the 70 MC 
H-7’s, except for the MC H-7e locomotives, 
none of which received a feedwater heater.  
It has some distinctively MC features that I 
will mention as we go through the process.  
As with the 1972, the changes that are 
unique to this locomotive are called out by 

numbers where they are different from 
what I did with the earlier 1972.  If there is 
not a number, refer to the earlier segment 
for details. 

This is a photo of my completed locomotive.  
The numbers (29 – 36) correspond to the 
paragraphs below. 

29. Cole Trailing Truck.  The Pacific 
Investment Associates (PIA) TTR-5 is a 
dead ringer for the Cole trailers used on 
the H-7 classes.  Here again it is listed as a 
Heavy USRA truck, which it isn’t, but if 
you can find one, it is the one to use.  You 
don’t even have to change the location of 
the kingpin screw. 

30.  Right Reverse Rod.  This is soldered 
to the Cal-Scale casting and extends 
forward to a bell crank and link to the 
valve gear radius rod.  I should have done 
it this way on the 1972 model but didn’t. 

31.  Boiler Water Input Piping and Lifting 
Injector.  The injector is Cal-Scale p/n 190-
288, and appears on this side only.  The 
feedwater piping replaces it on the 
fireman’s side.   A lifting injector was 
sometimes used on this side only on H-7’s 
not equipped with feedwater heaters.  A 
non-lifting type was on the other side.  
This can only be clarified with prototype 
photos. The pipe bracket is another 
Kemtron p/n X-1415 and the check valve 
is the same used on the 1972. 

Kitbashing	  Steam	  Locomotives	  (Part	  3)	  	  
By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Tom	  unless	  otherwise	  noted)	  
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32.   Airline Piping.   This is another 
example of more refined detail.  The 
arrangement is common across the roster 
of H-7 locomotives, regardless of subclass, 
but on this model, I used three Kemtron 
p/n X-1415 pipe brackets (one on each 
side and one at the top) and simulated 
piping “L’s”.  The “L’s” were formed 
using the finest copper wire I could find, 
mostly a single strand from an extension 
cord wire, wrapped around the pipe wire, 
and then soldered and trimmed.   This is 
much sturdier than using “el” castings and 
looks pretty good.  I’ve since used this 
approach on all my subsequent kit-bashes. 

33.  Wooden Pilot.  This is a major change 
from the earlier model.  Most of the MC 
feedwater-equipped H-7’s in the U. S. and 
all the Canadian versions used this.  A 
road pilot (cowcatcher) is required by law 
in Canada but was used on most MC U. S. 
assigned H-7 and H-10 locomotives. I have 
been unable to uncover an authenticated 
account of a steam locomotive passing 
through the Detroit River tunnel, so it 
wasn’t because of Canadian law.   
Anyway, they were there.  My model uses 
a modified pilot casting from an Arbour 
Models Sierra Railroad 10-wheeler.  
Bowser had the dies for this model but 
never produced any of this line, and has 
not offered parts.  Athabasca Models offers 
an NYC wood pilot as a brass etching (p/n 
3609) as a part of their NYC F-12 4-6-0 kit, 
but it too must be modified.  This is 
probably the most viable approach. 

 34.  Elesco Feedwater Heater.  This is the 
most distinctive characteristic of the MC 
H-7 versions.   In all, 45 of the 60 MC H-7a 
through d subclasses had them but none of 
the six H-7e locomotives.  The nine 
remaining locomotives without them were 

scattered through the roster randomly.  I 
used the Cal-Scale p/n 190-2003 parts, 
with Kemtron p/n X-223 pipefittings for 
the exhaust steam inputs.  Note that the 
2057 does not have classification lamps.  
Most Michigan Central locomotives didn’t 
have them including the 2057. 

35.  Lagging Clamps.  I used Cary p/n 13-
255. 

36.  Cab.   This is of my design and made 
of photo engraved brass.  It is 
dimensionally almost that of the Bowser 
cab I used on the earlier 1972 model.   The 
rivets are much smaller, which I really 
like, since prototype cabs were light gauge 
sheet metal and used much smaller rivets 
than the heavy boiler construction 
examples.   However, using sheet brass 
and the NWSL rivet tool can produce 
equally fine results without the hassle of 
photo engraving. 

This is a photo of my completed locomotive.  
The numbers (37 – 45) correspond to the 
paragraphs below. 

37.  Smokebox Wrapper.     This was 
produced the same way as that on the 
1972, but the dimensions are much closer 
to scale.    Wish I’d done it correctly on the 
1972. 

38.  Feedwater System Washout Fittings. 
These are Cary p/n 13-139.  The cast-on 
pipes were much too short, so I cut them 
off and drilled them to clear #22 wire.  The 

Kitbashing	  Steam	  Locomotives	  (Part	  3)	  	  
(Continued)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By	  Tom	  Bailey	  	  	  	  	  	  	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  2nd Quarter 2013 87	  

hot water input was insulated on the 
prototype, which I simulated using about 
1/32” wide strips of 0.005” brass shim 
stock, wrapped diagonally around the 
pipes and soldered on the back. 

39.  Barco Low Water Alarm.     Kemtron 
p/n X-380. 

40.  Air Compressor Governor.  Nothing 
is different from the 1972 here except for 
the location. 

41.  Lubricator.   I used Cal-Scale p/n 190-
271 with a bracket.   Note the level of the 
running boards on both sides of the 2057.  
They are almost a scale foot lower than the 
cast-on versions of the standard boiler, so I 
cut and filed them off and substituted new 
ones cut from 0.020” thick brass using the 
techniques described in item 7 above 
(NYCentral Modeler, 3rd Qtr. 2012, p. 65).  
The ladders on both sides from the pilot 
beam to the running boards are Cary p/n 
13-131. 

42.  Elesco Cold Water Pump.  This part is 
included in the Cal-Scale Elesco Feedwater 
system kit.   

43. Firebox Sides. These were made, 
together with the cab, from photo-etchings 
of my art.  But the really important part is 
how much better the proportions match 
the prototype than those on my model of 
1972.  This is one thing I really should 
change on the earlier effort. 

44.  Blow Off Cocks.   These are the Cary 
p/n 13-160 Oakadee types I mentioned in 
item 19 above (NYCentral Modeler, 3rd Qtr. 
2012, p. 67).  The Okadees are better for 
this locomotive. 

45. HT Stoker Engine.   This is Cal-Scale 
p/n 190-224, HT version.  This is what I 
originally put on my model of 1972, but I 
changed it when I discovered it was 
wrong.  

Summary of Locomotive 2057  

This is one of my favorite efforts, and I run 
it regularly.  Yes, there are some flaws and 
omissions, but it is certainly one of my best 
efforts.  By the way, the tender is a Sunset 
NYC K-5 tender that I purchased years 
ago just for projects like this one. 

Locomotive 1415: H-5h Mikado 

 

H-5h 1260.  My model of NYC H-5h 1415 was 
really based on photos of locomotive 1414, but 
the two were very similar as this shot of 
locomotive 1260, renumbered 1415 in 1948, at 
Three Rivers, MI in June 1948 shows.  (W. 
Wittaker photo, from Steam Locomotives of 
the New York Central Lines, Vol. 1, Parts 1 & 
2; Edson and Vail, NYCSHS, 1997, page 167) 

The little H-5 Mikados were everywhere 
for years on the New York Central System 
(Figure 7).  Everywhere, that is, except for 
the Michigan Central (MC) in the U. S.  
The MC U. S. retained its G-6 
Consolidations (from which many of the 
H-5 were kit-bashed in real life).    But as 
dieselization moved from east to west, the 
remaining serviceable H-5’s began to 
appear on the MC and the G-6 locomotives 
were retired.  Locomotive 3745 was built 
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as an H-5h for Lines East and after several 
re-numberings emerged as 1415.  It moved 
west sometime after WWII.   

I picked this locomotive to model because 
it remained on the MC roster until 1957, 
one of the last.  I didn’t have a photo of it, 
but I did have lots of shots of 1414, and I 
guessed that the two were probably pretty 
much the same.  I lucked out because they 
were. 

Unlike my H-7 models, 1415 began life as 
a John English Mikado kit.  These were 
very simple kits but usually ran very well, 
and were quite inexpensive.  The mods I 
made to mine were done the hard way in 
every respect, but I’m very happy with the 
result, and until it came up with a 
derailment problem a few months ago, it 
was my favorite and put out actual miles 
of service.  I haven’t yet figured the 
problem but will somehow. 

 

This is a photo of my completed locomotive.  
The numbers (46 – 55) correspond to the 
paragraphs below. 

46.  Boiler.   The English model featured 
an USRA-type conical boiler, but the H-5’s, 
like most of the earlier NYC locomotives, 
featured cylindrical boilers.   I wasn’t quite 
ready to build an all-new boiler, but I 
remembered that Cary Locomotive Works 
at one time offered a soft metal casting of a 
PRR K-28 Pacific that could be reworked 

to fit the English frame, and that is how I 
started.  Bad idea.  After I’d added most of 
the details, it looked kind of skinny and 
malnourished.    Rich Stoving, now the 
NYCSHS president, had just done his own 
version of an H-5 using a Penn Line 
Mikado mechanism and I met him at one 
of the conventions and asked him about it.   

“Easy,” he said,  “The H-5 had an 86-inch 
diameter smokebox, and yours looks 
much smaller than that.  You can use a 
piece of one inch, thin wall, brass tubing 
and be very close.”  He made a lot of other 
helpful suggestions, and I returned home 
determined to fix it.  While I had to undo 
almost everything I’d done, I did what he 
suggested, and the difference is amazing.   

From the lagging band just forward of the 
steam dome, the boiler is a length of one-
inch brass tubing.  I had a friend turn the 
smokebox region down a couple of 
thousandths of an inch, so I could add a 
rivet-embossed wrapper the same as I 
used with the H-7’s, but this time I could 
sweat-solder it to the new boiler tube.  I 
lopped off the front end of the Cary 
casting, filed the stump to accept the new 
boiler tube, and tack-soldered the two 
together.  A little smoothing and I was in 
business.  The firebox sides were modified 
using the photo-etched parts I’d done 
earlier, as described in the 2057 narrative.  
It worked, but were I to do it again, I’d 
NOT do it that way.  You’ll note that I left 
off the boiler-top lagging clamps.  I don’t 
remember why, and I may add them when 
I rework it to eliminate the derailing 
problem.  

47.  Steam Dome.   This is the only feature 
of the Cary boiler that is more or less in its 
original form. 
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48.  Sandbox. I made a rough casting of 
the sandbox using the Bowser NYC K-11 
Pacific boiler as the master.   I built a little 
cardboard form around the dome, maybe 
¾” square, and filled it with plaster of 
Paris.  When it was hard, I removed it and 
after letting it dry out for a couple of days, 
filled it with molten Linotype metal 
(another technique that might be difficult 
to replicate today).    I actually made five 
or six, and have used them all or given 
them away to other fanatics.  They have 
proven to be very useful.  

49.  Top-Mounted Check Valve.   This is 
Cal-Scale p/n 190-251.  

50.  Stack.   I scratch built the stack 
starting with a little piece of ¼” brass tube 
that I tapered by chucking the tube 
(lightly) in a hand drill clamped in a vise 
and turning it against a large, flat file.  The 
rim is a slice of 9/32” tube soldered to the 
top and filed to shape.  The subassembly 
was cut so the finished height was ¼ inch 
and the bottom filed to fit the boiler 
curvature.   It was then soldered to a disc 
of 0.010 sheet brass with excess solder to 
form a fillet and the whole thing smoothed 
and filed to shape.  The whole thing was 
an eyeball job, but I’m very happy with it. 

51.  Boiler Front.   This is the Cal-Scale 
p/n 190-242, Harriman 86” diameter part, 
which is not only the right diameter but is 
very close to the appearance of the ones 
used on H-5’s.   A one-time good deal! 

52.  Headlight.   There is no commercial 
part that is quite right for the cylindrical 
sheet metal 14-inch diameter headlight 
used on many NYC locomotives.   The 
closest is the Bowser p/n 2920, but it is too 
long, so I scratch-built one using a piece of 
3/32” brass tube.  It is screwed onto a Cal-
Scale p/n 19-241 headlight bracket. 

53.  Pilot Beam and Footboards.   The 
English Mikado frame has footboards, but 
they were small and thick and not long 
enough, so I filed them off and ACC’d 
replacements formed from 0.020” thick 
brass sheet.  I also thinned the vertical 
supports to more closely simulate the 
strap iron supports of the prototype.  A 
couple of other small changes:  I drilled 
two small holes in the ends of the pilot 
beam and then squared them using the tip 
of an X-Acto blade.  The pilot deck was 
thinned at the edge to eliminate the 
excessive casting thickness.   The coupler 
pocket is the same Kemtron p/n L-650 
used in the other mods.   Sharp-eyed 
observers may note that the drivers are not 
the originals.  I ran the model for years 
with the original English drivers with the 
counterweights reshaped and the original 
DC-60 motor.  It was very smooth and 
quiet.  Then I decided to use a small can 
motor and an NWSL delrin gearbox.   
During this change, I replaced the slightly 
smaller English drivers with Bowser parts, 
a modification that also required 
reshaping the counterweights.   This ran 
like clockwork for years before something 
happened to cause the occasional 
derailments mentioned earlier. 

54.  Commonwealth Trailing Truck.   This 
is a Mantua p/n 4696 used with both their 
Pacific and Mikado kits.  I ground out the 
roller bearing representations and 
replaced them with Kemtron p/n X-472 
plain bearing castings and drilled out the 
lightening holes in the sides.  I find this to 
be one of the best-shaped trucks of its 
type, and I have used it on other 
locomotives.  The wheels are 44-inchers 
from someone – I don’t remember who. 
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55.  Cab.   This version of the NYC 
standard 90” cab is another of my photo 
etchings.  It looks just right to me, but it 
would be easier to form one out of sheet 
brass and a NWSL riveter.  

 

This is a photo of my completed locomotive.  
The numbers (56 & 57) correspond to the 
paragraphs below. 

56.  Classification Lamps.   I mentioned 
earlier that the MC mostly did not use 
classification lamps.   But from 
photographs, if locomotives were 
transferred to the MC from other 
properties, especially near the end of 
steam, they usually left them on, even if 
not used.   In some photos, they look as 
though they are coated with inches of 
cinders and grime, so if there, they were 
seldom if ever cleaned.  And since the 1415 
was a latecomer to the MC, I added them. 

57.  Exhaust Muffler.   These seem to have 
been fairy common on Big Four 
locomotives, but rare on the MC.   I believe 
they were used on the air compressor and 
booster engine exhausts; at least that’s 
how I modeled it.   I know of no 
commercial part for this, but it is little 
more than a 1/8” long segment of 1/16” 
tubing.  I flattened it into an oval cross 
section since that’s how the prototype 
looked to me in photos. 

 

Summary of Locomotive 1415.  This is one 
of my favorite efforts, and I run it 
regularly.  Yes, there are some flaws and 
omissions, but it is certainly one of my best 
efforts.  By the way, the tender is a Sunset 
NYC K-5 tender that I purchased years 
ago just for projects like this one. 

Locomotive 1199: Class G-6 
Consolidation 

 

G-6 1028.   A somewhat grimy MC G-6m, shot 
at Dexter, MI in 1945, is typical of the 
appearance of this class of locomotives at the 
end of their service lives.  (Photo Collection of 
C. T. Stoner, Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan, from Steam 
Locomotives of the New York Central Lines, 
Vol. 2, Parts 1 – 7; Edson and Vail, NYCSHS, 
1997, page 633) 

NYC heavy Consolidations Classes G-5 
and G-6 were built in huge quantities 
before 1910 only to be completely 
overcome by the early Mikados.  In fact, 
when they came up for heavy overhaul 
and upgrade, many (462 in all) were 
converted to the H-5 class Mikados.  With 
this flood of Mikados, the G-6 locomotives 
almost vanished from system-wide 
operations – except for the MC.  On the 
MC U. S., they lasted into the late 1940s, 
but in Canada, to the end of steam.  Mine 
is numbered for one of the CASO 
locomotives that was retired in April 1957. 
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Since I was into building representative 
MC locomotives, the G-6 emerged as a 
challenge, so I did one, using a Bowser 
(old Penn Line) PRR H-9 consolidation as 
the beginning.  Appearance wise, it came 
out OK.  It has the chunky look of the 
prototype.  But operationally, it is 
deficient.  The rigid wheelbase is longer 
than any of the Mikado models I have, so 
it tends to be fussy with the trackwork.  
My model still has an open frame motor 
and no gearbox, so it is noisier and draws 
more current than any of the others.  So in 
a nutshell, it is my least favorite and 
spends most of the time in a box.  That is 
why it is the only one of the four kit-
bashes not to be weathered.  But it is the 
only one that has not been offered in brass, 
although Hallmark offered the Kansas 
City, Mexico and Orient (later Santa Fe) 
modified version.  That prototype still 
exists, the only preserved G-6 anywhere is 
on display in Fairview, OK. 

 

This is a photo of my completed locomotive.  
The numbers (58 - 64) correspond to the 
paragraphs below.   

58.  Mainframe.   This is easily the most 
complex part of any of the modifications 
because the uneven spacing of the last two 
driver sets requires some very careful 
work to be successful.  I carefully cleaned 
the as-cast driver bearing and epoxied a 
segment of 1/8” diameter brass rod into 

the slot.  I used lots of extra epoxy to 
overfill the slot.  When it had set, I 
roughed out the slot for the new bearing 
3/32” behind the original with a hacksaw.  
I was careful to keep my cuts square 
because any deviation would create 
terminal side rod bind.  I made the slot 
large enough to accommodate a Mantua 
p/n 6301 driver axle bearing so I didn’t 
have to finish a bearing surface in my cut-- 
it could be square.  The drivers are stock 
with the counterweights reshaped as on 
the 1415 model. 

59. Extended Siderod.   This is a bit of 
0.020” thick brass sheet with 1/16” 
diameter holes reamed out to be a good fit 
with the kingpin screws.  The shape was 
traced from the unmodified version, so it 
matched.  I used two layers at the bearing 
and at the (simulated) knuckle joint, and 
added a 1/16” diameter disc to simulate 
the knuckle pinhead. 

60.  Cylinder Block.   Here I used a Varney 
p/n 1865 cylinder for alligator crossheads 
with the steam pipes removed, per the 
prototype.  The valve stem is supported by 
a little crosshead formed from sheet brass 
into the shape of the number “6”, and 
shares the rivet holding the combination 
lever and valve stem together.  It rides on 
a guide of  #22 brass wire between the 
cylinder block and the valve gear hanger. 

61.  Footboard Pilot.   I used the original 
Bowser casting, but cut off the supports 
and footboards replacing them with a 
continuous footboard and supports of 
0.020” brass.  The footboard and the 
supports are soldered together and are 
pinned to the pilot beam.  I used the same 
treatment on the ends of the pilot beam to 
produce the little square holes as 
described for the modification in item 53. 
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62.  Boiler.   The original lead boiler is 
retained with the Belpaire firebox corners 
filed off, along with all the other fittings.  
The stack is scratch-built as described in 
item 50 above with very little taper and 
used so the stack is slightly smaller at the 
top than the bottom.  The sandbox is one 
of the castings I made for H-5h 1415 (item 
48) and the steam dome is reshaped from a 
Kemtron part as described in item 16 
(NYCentral Modeler, 3rd Qtr. 2012, p. 66). 

63.  Boiler Check Valve.   This is different 
from all the others; it is a Cary p/n 13-199 
vertical type. 

64.  Cab.   This is another of my photo-
etched cabs.  This one I did at home using 
chemicals from Radio Shack used for 
printed circuit boards, so it is a little softer 
than the others.   Again, it would be easier 
to make one out of embossed sheet brass. 

 

This is a photo of my completed locomotive.  
The numbers (65 - 67) correspond to the 
paragraphs below.   

65.  Boiler Front.   Same as the Cal-Scale 
p/n 190-242 used on the 1415.  No surprise 
here, since both classes had the same 
diameter boilers. 

66.  Whistle.  The dome-mounted whistle 
again is a bit unusual in NYC practice, but 
that’s where it was in the prototype 
photos.  All the rest of the fittings and 

details on this side of the locomotive 
should be instantly recognizable! 

67.  Modesty Panel.   This isn’t a prototype 
element, but I think it is helpful for low-
level viewing.  It maintains the boiler 
contour around the cutout for the motor 
and gearing, eliminating the “gutted” look 
that appears when the sides of the boiler 
are suddenly cut away.  It is nothing more 
than a thin strip of 0.010” brass sheet 
soldered, in this case, to the inside of the 
boiler cutout.  The bottom edge is visually 
aligned to the shape of the boiler lower 
surface.  With the open gearing of this 
model, it also mostly conceals the 
otherwise shiny brass worm, a major 
visual distraction, especially on the other 
side of the locomotive that doesn’t have 
the air compressor to help cover it.  

Summary of Locomotive 1199  

The tender for 1199 is from the 
Locomotive Workshop and was sold as an 
NKP switcher item.  As I mentioned at the 
outset, the 1199 is probably my least 
favorite locomotive kitbashing project.  
But in looking at it again in detail, I think I 
may be giving it an unfair judgment.  It 
really looks pretty good to me now.   With 
some weathering and maybe a new 
gearbox and a can motor…who knows? 

What Now?   

All of these kitbashes predated the 
availability of highly detailed, mass-
marketed plastic locomotives, and even a 
good number of the imported brass 
models.  The widespread availability of 
these recent offerings, plus lifestyle 
changes, has radically changed this part of 
the hobby.  The nearest hobby shops I visit 
stock almost no kits anymore, partly 
because there are so few kits of any kind 
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being produced.  Perhaps more 
importantly, since more than two 
generations of diesel locomotives are now 
operational, many contemporary modelers 
know and care only little for the old 
steamers.  This means that the detail parts 
I used to pick up at my favorite hobby 
shop are now not often stocked – the 
owners can’t afford to stock small parts 
that will be only what an occasional steam-
oriented customer needs. 

All this means that folks who like to do 
this kind of work must plan ahead and lay 
in the stuff they will need for their 
projects.  And as I mentioned at the start of 
this series, even the raw stock availability 
is different.  But none of these trends make 
kitbashing any less enjoyable, whether it is 
locomotives or more.  You will have to 
develop your own techniques, based on 
your interests and what is on the market 
when you start.  But it is there.  So come 
on in.  The water’s fine! 

What is next from Tom Bailey? 

Tom has already provided us with an 
article and photos of his layout for a future 
publication.  After his three articles on 
kitbashing, you will be surprised by his 
layout.  Watch for Tom’s “Layout Story” 
in a future edition. 

 

           

 

 

And Now for You Diesel Modelers 

 

This is taken from the pages of the Qtr. 1, 1976 
Central Headlight.  This is the answer to 
those of you who have asked about paint 
color for those beautiful Lightning Stripes. 

And here is an E-8 in “Century 
Green” for those who don’t like 
grey, silver, white, and black. 

      

 

E8 4053 was one of three units experimentally 
painted in Century Green. It is shown here 
with two more conventional paint schemes.  
 
How many of you have a model of an E-8 
in this unusual color?  If you do, send us a 
photo. 
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car    
Manhattan’s Greatest Train Yard  #3 By Ron Parisi 

 

 

 

 

Tom Bailey’s Early 1950s NYC S 

 & Interurban Layout 

 

Tom Bailey has written three 
articles for us on kitbashing 
steam locomotives.  

We asked him about his 
layout and he was concerned 
because his layout is built 
around two different themes, 
and only one of them is the 
NYCS. 

He overcame his reluctance 
and sent us an article about 
his layout that combines the 
NYCS and interurban electric 
railways. 

This is a photo of an H-10 
2393 inbound to his Hickory 
Yard.  Of course, this is one of 
his kitbashed locos. (Tom 
Bailey Photo)   

Ron has told us an unbelievable amount of information about Manhattan’s greatest train yard over 
the last several editions and will continue that series in the next one.  But Ron is also a modeler of 
boats and this is one of his favorites.  Ron has two loves: the NYCS and boats. (Photo by Ron) 
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  Photo Section     

The Observation Car  
Carl Lehman Tells Us About His Database for Keeping 

Track of his Models 

         

      

 
Pictured above are some of Carl’s locomotives that lead him to develop his database.  
From the top left: P&LE DRSP-4g EMD GP-7 5684, P&E DRS-4c EMD GP-7 5615. 
Second row left: NYC J-1e 4-6-4 5344, P&LE H-9d 2-8-2 9519 and bottom row: NYC 
DFA-2c EMD F-7A 1636, NYC DFB-2e EMD F-7B 2435, and NYC DFA-2g EMD F-7A 

1768.  
 

Be sure to watch for Carl’s article and many more in the July 2013 
edition of the NYCentral Modeler.
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Photo Section 

The Observation Car  
Here are some shots of a couple of layouts that will appear in one of 

our upcoming editions. 

 
A NYCS J-1 Hudson has just backed out of the roundhouse on Noel Widdifield’s 1/29 
scale layout. (left) (Fred Lango Photo) The milkman is on his way to deliver milk, 
butter and cheese on a early morning on Noel’s layout. (right) (Noel Widdifield Photo) 

                              

The brakeman is climbing aboard another J-1 for an early morning departure while a 
couple of workman work on the roundhouse windows. (left) (Noel Widdifield Photo)  
An E-8ABA lashup is seen pulling a line of passenger cars as the sun sets in the west on 
Noel’s layout. (right) (Fred Lango Photo) 

 

Rich Teer sent us some great photos of his 
layout and we encouraged him to do an 
article for us. We included one here on the 
left. He is currently working on an article to 
showcase his beautiful 1940s Boston & 
Albany layout.  He tells us that his layout is 
five years old and there is still much work to 
do.  He does have a fair amount of scenery 
added and from the looks of the photos he 
sent us, his article will certainly show us a 
very nice layout.  Looking forward to this in 
a future edition. (Rich Teer Photo) 
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A Final Convention Note    
Dick Barrett, NYCSHS Director  

   NYCSHS 2013 Convention Chair: 

The New York Central System Historical Society will be celebrating the 100th Anniversary of 
Grand Central Terminal (GCT), the grandest creation of the NYCS on April 26 - 28. 
Current information on the 2013 Convention is contained on our Web Site at www.nycshs.org, 
under the button “2013 Convention”. 

The Saturday tour of Grand Central Terminal and the Sunday tour of the Harmon Diesel Electric 
Shops are very special Convention activities made possible by Invitation from the Metro-North 
Railroad. Each tour will be guided by personnel from Metro-North. 

Randall Fleischer, Senior Director, Metro-North Railroad will make the Key Presentation "Grand 
Central Terminal: Then & Now" at our traditional Saturday Night Banquet. A number of local 
Historic Sites and operating scale train layouts will be available to our Convention attendees for 
visits on Friday afternoon. There is a lot to visit and see in the Poughkeepsie area. 

We expect 200+ Historical Society members to attend the 2013 Convention and participate in all 
of the various activities offered including workshops and presentations on the history and 
modeling of the New York Central System. NYC modelers are an important and rapidly growing 
segment of our Historical Society membership. Our quarterly publication the Central Headlight 
devotes a section to NYC modeling activities. 

Our website has a section entitled “For the Modeler” that contains the NYCentral Modeler that is 
devoted exclusively to NYCS modeling. This is the first year that the NYCSHS has held its Annual 
Convention in the Poughkeepsie area. The City of Poughkeepsie was chosen because of 
the year-long celebration of Grand Central Terminal and the long history of the area with the New 
York Central System. 

The Poughkeepsie Station provides a wonderful opportunity for our conventioneers to ride on a 
Metro North Train along the historic Hudson and Electric Divisions of the NYCS to Grand 
Central Terminal for the Saturday tour. The relative closeness of Poughkeepsie to Croton Harmon 
makes possible a Sunday morning bus trip to the Harmon Diesel Electric Shops that were 
originally built by the NYCS to service steam and electric motive power and passenger equipment 
handling passenger traffic in and out of GCT. 

The New York Central Historical Society was formed in the 1970s by former employees of the 
NYCS and has grown to a worldwide Society of 1500+ members. In fact, we have a member from 
Helsinki, Finland and one from Australia attending our 2013 Convention. We expect several 
members living far from Poughkeepsie to make the journey to our 2013 Convention. 

Should you have any additional questions regarding the 2013 NYCSHS Convention being held at 
the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel, please contact me at 518-482-4810 home phone 518-928-
1275 (Cell).   The Historical Society is most grateful for the help provided by local volunteers to 
make the 2013 Convention possible.  Herb Hoffman in particular has worked tirelessly as the 
Local Convention Chairman to provide a quality Convention.  He and other local Friday evening 
presenters deserve our public and private thanks.     
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The New York Central System Historical Society is pleased that their 
2013 Annual Meeting & Convention will be held Friday, April 26 
through Sunday, April 28, 2013, in Poughkeepsie, NY, at the 
Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel in Poughkeepsie.  

Visit several historic sites and then join us in the evening at the hotel 
for a series of speakers on Friday.  On Saturday, ride a Metro North 
train along the NYC Hudson and Electric Divisions to the Grand 
Central Terminal and return to the hotel for the banquet and speaker. 

On Sunday take a guided tour of the Metro North Diesel-Electric shops 
at Harmon and return to the hotel in the evening. 

For the modelers, this will be an opportunity to come and see some 
new projects the society is working on and to meet some of the people 
who are helping to expand this area, while other NYC fans can meet 
and talk with former NYC employees from different fields about their 
stories and experiences.  There will be several speakers talking about 
NYCS modeling at the convention.  The convention is filled up for this 
year so plan ahead for next year’s convention. Watch the website for 
news on the 2014 Convention. 

Watch the website www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Dick Barrett at 
Rich645@aol.com or visit our website: www.NYCSHS.com. 

As we travel through the spring, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
July2013 edition.  You should be doing a lot less of model railroading 
during the spring months, and we know that you may not be building 
models and running your railroads because you will be spending most 
of your time outdoors. If you are building things for your railroad or 
running your trains, this would be a good time to take some photos 
and do an article for us.  Even if you don’t feel you can write an article, 
just send us some photos of your layout.  We need them for all of our 
publications, but to make the next one, send them to us by June 1, 2013.  
Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS 2013 Annual Meeting  
   Preview Of 3rd 

Quarter 2013 
issue 

 

Tom Bailey has published 
three articles on kitbashing 

steam locomotives.  We asked 
him to show us the layout 
where the  locos ran.  You 

will see and hear about it in 
the next issue. 

The next issue will have another of 
the series by Ron Parisi.  This one 

will be on “The Lighterage System”.  
We will also have an article by Carl 

Lehman. 
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Look for another 
detailed structure 

drawing from 
Manuel Duran-

Duran in the July 
2013 edition. 

   




