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help members improve their ability to model the New 
York Central and promote modeling interests. 

Dick Barrett’s Model Train Collection 

George Reineke models the New York harbor scenes and float 
bridge operations in HO- and O-scale.  In this photo a NYCRR 
steam tug is standing by to assist the clean up crew working to 
recover some rolling stock that has been dumped in the harbor. 
George’s interest in radio controlled ship models and model 
railroading have been combined to inspire him to build this 
very interesting layout. George’s article begins on page 19. 
(Photo by Katie Johnstone) 
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Check out the new NYCentral Modeler feature, “From The New York 
Central Engineering Department” by Manuel Duran-Duran.  It will 
offer scale drawings of NYCS structures that you can model. 

 

NYCSHS Director Dick Barrett grew up in Albany, NY, and has lived 
there every since.  He was introduced to trains by his grandfather, 
who worked on the NYC in the West Albany yards. Dick has been a 
NYC fan and a collector of model trains his whole life. He provided 
the photos and we wrote the article about his extensive collection. Join 
Dick in his basement train room and see some of his trains. (Page 26) 
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New York Central System Historical Society 
 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 
Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. Only  

available to members, each 
issue contains a wealth of 
information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline 
to mainline, and from the 
early days of Vanderbilt to 
the waning months of 
Young and Perlman, the 
Central Headlight covers it all. 
Our Annual Meetings are 
also an event not to be 
missed, focusing on the 
preservation of New York 
Central railroad history with 
informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all; so don't delay; 
join today! 

 

Board of Directors 

R.J. Barrett, C.J. Beargie, P.T. 
Carver, J. Epperson, T.R. 
Gerbracht, J. Hands, S.H. 
Lustig, R.C. Schiring, D. 
Simonaitis, R.L. Stoving, J.C. 
Suhs, N.F. Widdifield 

Directors Emeriti: A.K. Bush, 
J.W. Mills, J.P. Quinlivan 
(Founder) 

Editor:              Noel Widdifield 

Asst. Editors:  Tom Bailey 

  John Martin 

Proof Editor Julie Sanders 

Associate Editor   Jim Benedict 

The NYCSHS Modelers’ Committee    

Two years ago following the 2011 NYCSHS Convention, the Board of Directors came up with the 
idea of having an official committee that would focus on modeling the NYCS.  We asked for 
volunteers among the members and selected a group to work on this effort. 

The members of the committee are: Ron Parisi, Brian Marotta, Dave Mackay, Ralph Schiring, Tom 
Ball, Jeff English, Noel Widdifield, Dave Staplin and Rich Stoving.  

Since then we have set up a Yahoo Group for the committee and had a meeting a month to work on 
several projects.  We started this magazine, added a considerable amount of reference material to 
the NYCSHS Members Yahoo Group files section, found speakers on modeling for the 2013 
Convention, and created a CD with materials on staffing a booth at train or model shows. 

We are also releasing a NYCSHS PS-1 boxcar soon and are working on a second model for release 
this coming year, but if you have some ideas for us, contact us at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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What’s the most famous icon of the New York Central Railroad?  Lightning stripes?  Dreyfuss 
Hudsons?  Famous indeed, but only to a railfan.  The 20th Century Limited?  Well, most folks 
over fifty, I think, would know that it was the name of a famous train.  But I’ll bet my old 
beat-up conductor’s cap that the name “Grand Central Station” would be recognized by more 
people, world-wide, than anything else ever associated with the New York Central Railroad. 
 
For one thing, lightning stripes, Hudsons, and the Century are all history, but there still is a 
Grand Central Station, or more correctly, as any former NYC employee or NYC devotee will 
insist, a Grand Central Terminal.  Just utter “Grand Central Station” (“Station” being more 
commonly used in Gotham) to any cabbie in New York City, and no further information will 
be required.  The cabbie may not know that Grand Central was built by a long-gone entity 
called the New York Central Railroad, but will surely know how to get there.  And outside 
the Big Apple?  A recent survey identified GCT as the world’s number six most-visited tourist 
attraction, citing over 21 million visitors in one year.      
 
You may have heard that Grand Central Terminal will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary 
next year.  Thankfully saved from wrecking balls in the 1960s and magnificently restored to 
its original splendor in the 1990s, the terminal was opened to the public in February 1913, and 
a grand celebration is being planned by present owner Metro-North Commuter Railroad to 
mark the event.  Likewise, the New York Central System Historical Society, the living 
offspring of the New York Central Railroad, will celebrate the terminal’s birthday with its 
2013 Annual Convention in Poughkeepsie, New York, on April 26, 27, and 28.  A private 
guided tour of Grand Central Terminal, a tour of Metro-North’s new diesel and electric shops 
at Harmon, and a galaxy of speakers are all in the offing.  If you’re a Society member, we 
hope to see you there.  If you’re not, we hope you’ll catch the celebratory spirit and join us.  
This will be the event of a lifetime!  Just click the “Convention” button on our website, 
www.nycshs.org, and climb aboard.     
   

                                              

Richard L. Stoving 
President, NYCSHS  
stoving@ptd.net                        

 

 

 

                              Grand Central Terminal   By President  R. L.  Stoving 
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From	  the	  Cab	  	  

Modeling the New York Central is an important 
activity for the NYCSHS.  As our ex-employee 
members age, we are looking for new members whose 
only experience with the NYCS is modeling. 

We have presented a wide range of modeling scales 
and activities.  Many articles have been on HO-scale 
modeling because it is the most popular.  But we have 
had articles on all scales including TT, N, HO, O and 
Large Scale in our features.  We are still waiting to 
hear from those of you who model in Z and S. 

We have included articles from modelers from New 
Zealand, Australia, Canada, and the US.  I know we 
have readers in the UK, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, 
Japan, Afghanistan, Thailand, Columbia, and Brazil 
we would like to hear from. 

We have recently picked up several new members 
from one of our ads in the TCA Magazine, so I know 
that there are some collectors out there with stories to 
tell like that of Dick Barrett in this issue. 

In this issue we are introducing a new regular feature 
called “From The New York Central Engineering 
Department” providing drawings of NYC structures 
drawn to either HO- or N-scale.  These will allow you 
to model these structures.   

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

	   	   Thanks,	  Noel	  

The	  NYCentral	  Modeler	  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

I really want to hear from you about what you 
think about this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story. 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS	  Publications	  and	  Information	  
NYCSHS	  Central	  Headlight:	  	  R.	  L.	  Stoving	  stoving@pdt.net	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHS	  Books:	  www.nycshs.org	  

NYCSHS	  Website:	  www.nycshs.org	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYCSHS	  NYCentral	  Modeler:	  Noel	  Widdifield	  NYCBigFour@comcast.net	  

NYC	  Drawings:	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  trg6000@roadrunner.com	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NYC	  Passenger	  Cars:	  	  Dave	  Mackay	  mackdave@optimum.net	  
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Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 

Dick Barrett   “Dick Barrett’s Model Train Collection” – Page 26                   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

George Reineke “Harbor Scene and Float Bridge Operations” – Page 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Reineke is a retired public school teacher and principal.  His formal 
education includes a BA from Hope College, a MEd from Springfield 
College and an MA from Columbia University.  He has been building 
model railroads since he was 11.  He began small by building freight cars 
that cost 50 cents each, which included stamped, metal truck frames and 
hook couplers.  Years later, when his daughters were two and four, they 
would sit on his lap and watch him assemble Bob Smith’s O scale Northern 
4-8-4.  His current layouts encompass the entire basement of his ranch home 

Dick says he was born into a New York Central Railroad Family.  His 
Mother worked in the General Store Keepers Office at the West Albany 
Shops before he was born.  His dad was not a railroad man but maintained 
a certain interest in trains.  He lived with his grandfather, Herman 
Zimmerman, a machinist for the NYC for 45 years at West Albany.  He sat 
on the green bench across from the Main Gate of the West Albany Shops 

to watch the passing trains and the shop activities.  As he grew he continued his railroad interests with 
Christmas train displays and a basement layout.  He went from grade school to high school to college 
and graduate school. He continued to read everything he could find on the History of the NYCRR 
including Technical Railway Journals at the NY State Library. 

His second passion of politics led to a job administering the City of Albany's Municipal Stadium.  
Eventually he became Commissioner of Parks and Recreation for Albany. 

His collection of NYC memorabilia and toy trains allowed him to publicize the history of the New York 
Central in the Albany area with displays, slide lectures, articles, panel discussions, video documentaries 
and TV appearances. He has served on the Board of Directors of the NYCSHS for many years. In 2011, he 
chaired the Albany NYCSHS Convention and is serving as Chairman of the 2013 Convention to be held in 
Poughkeepsie, NY.  He retired from the public sector after 39 years of service to the people of Albany and 
now devotes his time to his wife, Kathy, and five grandchildren Kevin, Justin, Aidan, Ashley and Kendall, 
and to the NYCSHS. 

Title Photo (Below) “Engine Crew 
Dispatcher Springfield, [Ohio] 3-22-50” 
NYC Photo NYCSHS Collection 

in Canandaigua, N.Y.  Visitors can operate any one of his twenty-eight HO gauge locomotives 
or seven O-gauge locomotives on his four independently controlled lines. Besides his interest in 
model railroading, he is a master ship builder.  Two of his many ships are on permanent display 
at the Sodus Bay Lighthouse and the Buffalo Navel Museum in upstate New York. His 
granddaughter, Katie Johnstone, has been his railroad photographer.   

New York Central Extra Board  
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New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Dr. Randall Swanson’s            “0-Scale Layout Part II” - Page 37 

      He returned to Jamestown and established a successful practice.  He was a local history buff, an 
avid railfan and a member of the NYCSHS, Penn-York, and Independent Railroad Clubs.  As a 
model railroader, he won several national awards for his scratchbuilt O-scale structures.  He was a 
talented carpenter, woodworker, and landscaper.  He restored his 1870’s home and the historic 
New York Central Railroad Station in Westfield, NY.  He passed away on July 18, 2011, and is 
survived by his wife, Linda, his daughter, Christine, and son, Peter.  Linda requested that we do 
something to preserve the memory of his skills as a model railroader.  To do that we have featured 
his layout in the 4th edition of the NYCentral Modeler and in the 4th Qtr. 2012 edition of the Central 
Headlight.  This final article completes the coverage of Randy’s layout.  We wish to thank Linda 
and his family for providing access to his wonderful layout. 
 

Tom Thompson    “NYCS Steel Coaches with Wood Interior Finish”  - Page 61 

   

 

 

 

 

Randy Swanson grew up and went to school in Jamestown, NY.  He 
excelled in swimming at the YMCA and at Jamestown High School.  He 
was an Eagle Scout and graduated magna cum laude from Colgate 
University.  He then graduated from the University of Rochester School 
of Medicine and completed residency in orthopedic surgery.   

“Tommy” grew up in the Boston metropolitan area with lots of B&M and 
New Haven influence, but never missed an opportunity to visit South Station 
to see what passenger equipment could be found working the Boston & 
Albany.  Later while attending Syracuse University, he never missed taking 
the train back home to Boston during breaks as long as the trains ran, but that 
ended with Amtrak. He has been a model railroader in HO Scale since 1960, 
with a focus on the B&M, NH, and NYC in the Boston area during the 1945-
1965 period. 

After more than 30 years of active duty in the US Army Transportation Corps, he retired to 
Milton, West Virginia, in 2003, with his wife Sandra Kay.  His time is taken with lots of 
grandchildren, many who live nearby, but he does manage to escape to his train room and 
library to work railroad projects. Tommy has initiated numerous HO-Scale passenger car 
projects with Bethlehem Car Works’ John Greene; the NYC West Shore Coach happens to be 
one of his favorites.  
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New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Manuel Duran-Duran   “From The NYC Engineering Department” - Page 47 

       
 

 

 

Although he was born 1,400 miles away (in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico) and after the NYC’s demise, 
he believes his interest in the NYC comes from his love of big cities and the railroads that served 
them.  He is fascinated by the unique S-, T-, and P-motors of the NYCS only found on the NYC.   
He has a Masters in Architecture, and has been working as a Preservation Architect, restoring 
historic buildings for the National Park Service, most of them located in the southeast region. 
These include the Louisiana Monument at the Vicksburg National Military Park, the Memorial 
Building at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site, Andrew Johnson Homestead at 
the Andrew Johnson National Historic Site and for the last three years at the Melrose Mansion unit 
of the Natchez National Historical Park in Mississippi.  He is currently modeling the Park Avenue 
Viaduct of the Electric Division and we are expecting an article from him on the NYC electrics. 

 

A New Feature in this Issue  – “From The NYC Engineering Department” 

This issue introduces Manuel’s new regular feature for the NYCentral Modeler where he will be 
providing detailed and accurate drawings of NYCS structures developed from the NYCSHS’s 
extensive collection of drawings.  Each month we will feature a different drawing that will be 
accurately drawn and displayed in HO- or N-scale.   These drawings will allow the modeler to 
construct prototypically correct NYCS buildings directly from the plans included in each issue.  

In Manuel’s article in this issue he tells us about the origins of the NYCSHS drawing collection, 
explains how to order the CD’s and DVD’s from our website and provides us with his first set of 
drawings of a New York Central Section House shown below.  New feature on page 47. 

                     

Manuel is a new member of the New York Central Historical Society this 
year and agreed to take on the challenge of heading up our drawing 
project for the magazine.  He was introduced to model trains at age five 
with a Lionel train set, but unlike many it was an HO-scale one rather than 
an O-scale set.  He still owns that set in its original but damaged box. 
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Modeling News Updates 

Walthers 

A limited-run of Drop-Bottom Gondolas is 
expected by the end of 2012 in HO. 

Also by the end of the year, they should have 
a variety of Budd 85-foot fluted streamlined 
cars available.  Matching 73-foot Baggage and 
63-foot R.P.O.’s are expected at the same 
time.  Delivery of the 0-8-0’s is still slated for 
year’s end. 

Currently, there are a limited number of 
Standard DC GP-20’s available in HO- and 
N- scale.  Also, N-Scale SW9/1200 models in 
Standard DC should be available at this time. 

 

Broadway Limited 

HO-scale Dreyfuss Hudsons with Sound and 
DCC are expected by the Spring of 2013. 

There will be two road numbers for the 1938 
paint scheme and at least one for the 1940 
scheme. 

IHB (NYC) USRA Light Mikados will also be 
available in the spring with sound and DCC.  
There will be two road numbers to select. 

                           
 

       

For the first time the NYCSHS is offering a 
DVD with the entire collection of the NYCSHS 
Central Headlights from 1970 through 2011.   

The DVD contains an index with the ability to 
search through the entire collection to find any 
item of interest or article and open it directly. 

Each page of every issue is in a printable PDF 
format allowing you to print out those pages 
or issues that you need.  You can also simply 
read/view each page on your computer screen. 

Look for more information on our website 
about this wonderful resource for your 
research or reading pleasure. Price includes 
shipping and handling for domestic buyers.  
Non-US buyers will be charged actual shipping 
costs. Ohio residents add 7.75% sales tax. 

Send your orders to the address above or go to 
www.NYCSHS.org for more information.  
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Noel	  Widdifield	  provided	  all	  of	  the	  information	  from	  this	  page	  
and	  the	  following	  five	  pages	  for	  “What’s	  New	  for	  NYCS	  Modeling.”	  

Z – Scale 

William	  Dean	  Wright	  Full	  Throttle	  

FT-‐COL30	  NYC-‐PRR-‐PC-‐CONRAIL	  Repaints	  

This	  2-‐car	  collector	  set	  includes	  one	  each	  
FT-‐1023	  and	  FT-‐1024.	  Equipped	  with	  Full	  
Throttle's	  roller	  bearing	  trucks,	  metal	  
wheels	  and	  knuckle	  couplers.	  
FT-‐COL30:	  PC	  884358	  &	  CR	  885235	  Late	  
2012	  

American	  Car	  &	  Foundry	  cylindrical	  
covered	  hopper.	  Conrail	  and	  Penn	  Central.	  
Bowser	  roller-‐bearing	  trucks	  with	  
blackened	  metal	  wheel	  sets	  and	  knuckle	  
couplers.	  $54	  per	  two-‐pack.	  Ready-‐to-‐run.	  

http://wdwfullthrottle.com/news.htm	  

N-‐Scale	  

Intermountain Railway – N-Scale 

 

MDT Refer  R-40-23  #’s 13025, 13188, 
13073, 13217, 13132, 13249 

Release Jun/July 2013  MSRP $21.95 

 

 

 

 

NYC    10’ 6” Modified 1937 AAR Boxcar  
#’s 159074, 159458, 159131, 159616, 
159392, 159747  Release Jan 2013  MSRP 
$21.95 

 

 

Michigan Central  USRA Gondola #’s 
12031, 12165, 12084, 12217, 12129, 12350 

Release TBD  MSRP $21.95 

 

 

NYC  70 Ton Bulkhead Flatcar #’s 481403, 
481422, 481408, 481430, 481416, 481445 

Release Jan 2013  MSPR $22.95 

 

NYC F-7 A&B   A #’s 1785, 1814, 1797, 
1821 B #’s 3446, 3465, 3472 

Release Apr 2013  MSRP A unit $109.95, B 
unit $99.95 

 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
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HO–Scale 

Walters Proto HO-Scale 

85’ Budd cars 

http://www.walthers.com/exec/product
info/920-13005 

 

New York Central (black Lettering) 
Walthers Part # 920-13005 
HO scale, $74.98, Expected: Jan 2013 
 
 * Perfect for Building Realistic Budd 
Passenger Consists  
  
* Real Metal Finish Simulates Stainless 
Steel  
  
* Factory-Installed Grab Irons  
  
* Prototypically Accurate Window 
Tinting  
  
* Available With or Without Factory-
Installed DC/DCC LED Lighting  
  
* Sprung Operating Diaphragms * 
Roadname & Number Decals * RP-25 
Metal Wheels * Proto MAX(TM) Metal 
Knuckle Couplers Additional Budd Cars: 
85’ Drawing Room 29-seat Lounge, 85’ 
Dome Coach, 73’ Baggage, 63’ RPO.   

These cars are the correct prototype 
length and feature full underbody detail 

to match the prototypes, a minimum 24" 
radius is recommended. 

Bachmann HO-scale 

	  

Also coming from Bachmann this month 
is this newly-tooled 50’ boxcar with 
sliding doors, metal wheels, a detailed 
underframe with separate brake rigging, 
and body mounted E-Z Mate® Mark II 
couplers. The ready-to-run model will 
have an MSRP of $27.00 each. 

Atlas HO-Scale Master HO 1937 AAR 
Boxcars 

 

Features:  

• Quick and easy assembly 
• Highly detailed body with molded 

ladders and grab irons 
• One-piece underframe with full 

brake detail 
• Quality painting/printing of 

prototypical paint schemes  

MSRP $13.95  Estimated Delivery – Now 

 

 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
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Bowser HO-Scale 

Executive Line H30 Covered Hopper 

 

All new tooling. Ready to run with 
metal wheels, knuckle couplers, fine 
scale details and much more! 
NYC coming soon. 

http://www.bowser-
trains.com/New_Products/New%2011%
202012%20H30%20Hoppers/New%2011
%202012%20H30%20Hopper.htm 

InterMountain – HO-Scale

 

NYC 40’ PS-1 Boxcar  #’s 169785, 170171, 
169858, 170346, 169912, 170427 Release 
Mar 2013  MSRP $29.95 

 

MDT Reefer  #’s 13025, 13188, 13073, 
13217, 13132, 13249  Release Jun/Jul 2013 
MSRP $32.95 

 

Michigan Central Gondola  #’s 12031, 
12165, 12084, 12217, 12129, 12350 

Release  April 2013  MSRP $31.95 

 

NYC 70 Ton Bulkhead Flatcar  #’s 481403, 
481422, 481408, 481430, 481416, 481445 

Release Jan 2013  MSRP $29.95 

10-Foot Inside Height Post War Boxcar 

Available Jun 2013           MSRP  ? 
http://www.intermountain-
railway.com/ 

NYCSHS Offering Selected O-
Scale Mostly Brass Models  

The Society is reducing its collection of 
high-quality models in O-Scale.  This 
offers a unique opportunity to acquire 
some of these mostly brass models at 
prices under the street price.  Watch 
our website for the details about this sale. 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
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Executive Line C430 NYC Loco 

 

Pre orders Due 4/1/2013  Estimated 
Delivery Date Fall 2013 
 
Features: 
Ready to run and detailed.  
Blackened metal wheels  
Can motor with flywheels 
Directional lighting 
Golden-white LEDs 
Hi-Ad and AAR 'B' Trucks  
Painted handrails 
Separately-applied grab irons and other 
details 
Crisp painting and printing w/painted 
handrails 
Two prototypically correct fuel tanks 
Two air intake variations as per prototype 
Kadee® knuckle couplers 
Analog (DC) version features NMRA 8 
pin plug for DCC 
DCC/Sound version features LokSound 
Select Dual-Mode decoder  

NYC #’s 2051, 2054, 2057, with and 
without sound. 

No Sound MRSP $199.95 with sound 
$299.95 

http://www.bowser-
trains.com/New_Products/New%2011%
202012%20C430%20Loco/New%2011%20
2012%20C430%20Loco.htm 

Accurail HO-Scale NYC Steel Boxcar -3-
car set 

No Photo Available 

#8040 $44.98 for set. April 2013 Release 

http://accurail.com/accurail/limited.htm 

InterMountain HO-Scale 

 

 

NYC F-7 A & B  #’s A 1785, 1814, 1797, 
1821  B 3446, 3465, 3472 

Release Mar 2013  MSRP A unit  $119.95, 
189.95 w/ Sound.  B unit $109.95 
w/Sound $179.95 

HO-Scale Sunset Models NYC P-2 

 

MSRP $1099.95 Plus $20 S&H 

Shipping Late 2012 – Early 2013 

 

 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
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HO-Scale Sunset Models CUT  P-1 

 

 

MSRP  $1099.95 Plus $20.00 S&H 

http://www.3rdrail.com/ho_scale.htm 

 

O-Scale 

MTH O-Scale 

Product Line: RailKing   Roadname: New 
York Central  

Shipping Date: Nov 2012  

4-Car 60' Madison Passenger Set  

 

Car Names/Nos.:  
Baggage - 4924  
Coach - 1654  
Coach - 1662  
Observation - 814  

Product Number: 30-69155  

MSRP  $ 249.95  

Available in the popular 60' Streamlined 
and Madison style bodies. Configured in 
4-car, 2-car and single-car configurations,  

 

each features car interior detail, overhead 
interior lighting, end-of-car diaphragms 
and intricate under-car detail. All 
configurations mounted atop die-cast 
metal 4 or 6-wheel trucks with operating 
metal couplers, metal wheels & axles. 

 

 

Features  

• Durable ABS intricately detailed 
odies 

• Metal wheels and axles 
• Overhead interior lighting 
• Operating die-cast metal couplers 
• Colorful, attractive paint schemes 
• End-of-car diaphragms 
• Fast-angle wheel sets 
• Needle-point axles 
• Detailed car interiors 
• Die-cast 6-wheel trucks 
• 4-Car sets feature: (1) Baggage, (2) 

Coaches, (1) Observation  
• Unit measures: 68 3/4" x 2 5/8" x 3 

5/16"  
• Operates on O-31 curves  

MSRP 2-car set  $99.95 Single car $49.95 

NYC Depressed Flat w/ Transformer 
Load 
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Features  

• Metal wheels and axles 
• Die-cast 4-wheel trucks 
• Operating die-cast metal couplers 
• Needle-point axles 
• ABS transformer load 
• Intricately detailed durable ABS 

body  
• Unit measures: 12 7/8" x 2 1/4" x 3 

1/8"  
• Operates on O-27 curves  
• No. 498996  Product number: 30-

76479  
• M.S.R.P. $ 44.95 

MTH RailKing O-Scale 

GP-20  

 

GP-20 Diesel Engine With Proto-Sound 
3.0 - New York Central  Cab No. 
6105  
Product Number: 30-20091-1  
 
M.S.R.P. $ 299.95                 Shipping Jan 
13 
·  Metal wheels, axles and gears 
·  Die-cast truck sides, pilots and fuel tank 
·  Colorful paint scheme 
·  Metal chassis 
·  Metal handrails and horn 
·  Intricately detailed ABS body 
·  Locomotive speed control 
·  (2) Precision flywheel equipped motors 
·  (2) Remotely controlled Proto-Couplers  

·  (1) Engineer cab figure 
·  Operating smoke unit 
·  Directionally controlled headlights  
·  Proto-Sound 3.0 with the digital 
command system featuring: Freight Yard 
Proto-Effects  
·  Unit measures:14 7/8" x 2 3/4" x 4"  
·  Operates on O-31 curves  
 
MTH 60’ Streamlined ABS Coach &  
Full-Length Vista Dome Car 
 

 

Coach - 2925  

Product Number: 30-67701  
M.S.R.P. $ 64.95  
 

 

Vista Dome - Oak View  

Product Number: 30-67702  
M.S.R.P. $ 69.95  
Features  
·  Durable ABS detailed bodies 
·  Metal wheels and axles 
·  Overhead interior lighting 
·  Die-cast 4-wheel trucks 
·  Operating die-cast couplers 
·  Authentic paint schemes 
·  End-of-car diaphragms 
·  Fast-angle wheel sets 
·  Needle-point axles 
·  Detailed car interiors 
·  Operates on O-31 curves 
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All Scales 

Woodland Scenics - Model Scaler 

Woodland Scenics is offering a scale 
conversion tool called the Model Scaler.  
It converts measurements from scale to 
actual or actual to scale in US and metric 
numbers.  Free online download available 
for Andriod devices Kindel Fire, iPhone, 
and iPad.  Download from the Apple App 
Store, Google Play and Amazon 
Appstore. 

Articles 

Steam Glory 3  “Fast Ride on an NYC 
Niagara”   www.ClassicTrainsMag.com 

Model Railroader, Dec 12, Page 22, 
“Information Desk”. “Running repairs 
keep loaded cars on the move.” Don 
Wood’s photo of an open-air running 
repair shop that was part of the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie’s former Gateway 
Yard in East Youngstown, Ohio. 

Letters to the Editor 

“Over the last week I've finally found 
time to read the 4th Qtr. NYCentral 
Modeler.  What a great issue.  Paul 
Packard's article on his father's modeling 
in TT-scale was wonderful. Not only was 
it interesting to find out about how one of 
the "ignored" scales was practiced during 
the late 40's and early 50's, but Paul's 
affection for his father came through.  I 
found it to be a personally touching 
article.  Since Paul is a member, I plan on 
contacting him to thank him for sharing 
his experiences through his writing and 
photos. 

“Your article on Dr. Swanson's life 
passion of railroads and the NYC struck a 
similar chord.  He was a guy I truly wish I 
had met. 

“I am also glad to see that Alan Bell wrote 
how he formulated his operating 
sessions.  We did finally have a NYCSHS 
operating session on his layout the night 
our convention closed.  We had three 
other interesting NYCSHS operators 
there. 

“PS -- The flexi-flow hopper article was 
also a hit.  Though that service was after 
the 1952 era of interest, it was interesting 
to see the lengths this guy went to "get it 
right" starting with that classic AHM 
model.  The article increased my 
appreciation for NYC's efforts with flexi-
flo, and its cutting edge technology.” 

Ralph Schiring 

“Reading (in the Oct. 12 NYCentral 
Modeler) Rich Stoving's tale of the wasps 
reminds me of two events. 

“One was full-scale wasps coming out of 
the steel work on the Huey Long Bridge 
in  

“New Orleans when my father and I went 
to ride the rear vestibule of the westward 
Sunset Limited, the year before it was 
streamlined. The train was not going very 
fast and the wasps were keeping up with 
the train, so we went back inside. 

“The other is of the model railroad I built 
in the 1950's in a room on the back of our 
garage in East Texas. I handlaid the track, 
wooden ties on a wood base; rail spiked 
every four or five ties. Being lazy, I did 
not glue the intermediate, unspiked ties. I 
often found the loose ties pushed out of  
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Letters to the Editor Continued 

place, up against adjacent ties. In that area 
we had many lizards, which looked like 
scaled-down crocodiles. In fact, they were 
very close for O-scale. They occasionally 
got into the room and walked down the 
track, pushing the loose ties backward as 
they walked. I finally found one doing 
this. Mystery solved.” 

Steve Bartlett 

“Hi Noel -- 
  
“I'm enjoying NYC Modeler--you and 
your authors are doing a great job in 
providing interesting and useful NYC 
modeling information. 
 
“One request--where possible, could a 
trackplan diagram accompany the layouts 
(such as Dr. Swanson's) that are featured? 
The commercial modeling magazines 
usually provide this, for good reason. 
There are often creative operational ideas 
in the overall plan, and interesting scenic 
ideas in how the individual scenes are 
laid out. I recognize that you don't have a 
staff of draftsmen or commercial artists, 
but a simplified treatment would be 
welcome.   
  
“Thanks for your time and effort on our 
behalf,” 

Bob Chapman 

Bob, 

Your suggestion is a great one and we will 
look into seeing if we can find a volunteer in 

the Society who might be able to do that for 
us. 

Thanks, Noel 

“Noel, 
 
“Another excellent issue.  I hope you can 
do a follow-up on what will become of 
Dr. Swanson's layout, collection and the 
Westfield Station. In the many times we 
drove Cleveland-Buffalo (living/working 
in the former; family, in the other) over 30 
years, we invariably found excuses to get 
off I-90. Watching from the outside as the 
Westfield station underwent a 
transformation was one of the more 
enjoyable diversions. 
 
“Alan Bell's article about Timetable #69 
struck a responsive chord with me. I  
soon will start a layout focused on Buffalo 
Central Terminal in 1965-1969. Alan's 
approach is what I envision for my own 
Buffalo Terminal Railways and the 
Lakeshore and Hudson Bay/Côtière et 
Baie d’Hudson with the NYC at its core. 
The PRR may change its name to Penn 
Central in hopes of merging with the 
Central, but in the end, the PRR is 
gobbled up by and disappears into the 
N&W while the NYC subsumes the 
C&O/B&O into itself and rides off 
resplendent in two-tone grey 
SD93MACDEFGHI's. 
 
“Yes, model railroading is fun, the 
corollary to which is 'it's my railroad and 
I'll run it the way I want to!” 
 

Dale Madison 
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Letters to the Editor (Continued) 

Dale, 

Thanks for the nice note. We are pleased that 
you enjoy our magazine.  We have included 
another article about Randy’s wonderful 
modeling in this issue. 

Thanks, Noel 

“Noel,  

“Nice site/layout and all of you guys, 
keep up the great work with ‘Electronic 
Mag. Modeler’!  

“I just rejoined NYCSHS after a 6-year 
break and very glad I did. I’m 55, live on 
Long Island NY but grew up in Syracuse. 
I spent (Still do…) many hours walking 
the tracks in Hudson NY-grandma’s 
town-and of course the NYC. Still trying 
to get pictures of steam passing through 
there without any luck so far – any 
ideas?   

“Anyway, just wanted to say hello and 
thanks again!” 

Bob Kampfer 

Bob, 
  I have searched through the Central 
Headlight for anything on Hudson, NY and 
only found people like you who lived there or 
were searching for photos of that area. 
 We have started cataloging all of our photos 
and should have an index of all of them by 
early this next year. Once we have that part of 
the project completed, we plan to begin to 
digitize the entire over 100,000 photos that we 

have.  Hopefully, by sometime this next year 
we will know if we have photos of that area 
and then we can possibly digitize some of 
those for you. 
  This is a huge project and should have been 
started years ago.  We now have the people 
who can do this and have enough funding to 
get started on doing this.  We will start a 
funding campaign early next year to try to 
raise additional funds to complete it. 
  Stay tuned, but for now, I can't help you 
with photos.  I will keep my eye open as we 
move forward with the digitization project. 
  Hope to see you at Poughkeepsie.  
 

 Thanks, Noel 

“Noel, 

“Did the Society provide any technical 
assistance to MTH in the development of 
their HO-model of the Empire State 
Express?   Will a review of this model 
appear in an upcoming edition of the 
Society's email model magazine?”   

Marvin Cadwell 

Marvin, 

The Society did not provide any assistance, 
but some of our members may have been 
involved.  

We would be happy to run a review of the 
model should one of our readers write such a 
review for us.  We do not do reviews of 
products as a rule. 

Thanks, Noel 
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HO 40' PS-1 Box Car - New York Central   Manufactured by MTH for the NYCSHS 

            ·   

• Intricately Detailed Durable ABS Body 
• Metal Wheels and Axles on Detailed 4-Wheel Trucks  
• Decorative Brake Wheels  
• 1:87 Scale Dimensions  
• Kadee® Compatible Couplers  
• Detailed Undercarriage  
• Unit Measures: 6 1/4” x 1 1/2” x 2 1/8”  
• Operates On 18" Radius Curves Product Line: MTH HO  

Shipping Date:  Est. March 2013   MSRP:  $24.95    NYCSHS Price: $22.95 each or both for 
$42.00 plus domestic shipping $5.00 on each car.  Non-US shipping charged at cost. 
NYCSHS members will qualify for an additional discount off of the NYCSHS price.   
Ohio residents add Ohio 7.75% sales tax on the car(s).  
Watch our website for details and be ready to snatch a couple for your collection. To 
preorder contact:  NYCBigFour@comcast.net    

New	  York	  Central	  System	  Historical	  Society	  
Introduces	  the	  First	  of	  our	  NYCS	  Models	  

	  

These unique cars are being produced to introduce a line of cars that will be offered to 
our members and the general modeling community.  This first car is designed to allow 
members to show off their membership in the Society to visitors to their collections or 
layouts.  We expect the cars to quickly become collectors items because of the limited 
numbers being produced in this logo and these road numbers. 

The cars are numbered 171970 and 172013 to commemorate the founding of the 
NYCSHS in 1970 and the year that the car will be released, 2013. 

The NYCSHS is working with manufactures to develop additional models that will be 
prototypically correct for future sale by the Society.  The Modeling Committee is using 
the archival resources of the Society to provide actual drawings and photos of the 
prototypes to the manufacturers.  Look for some of these models to be introduced in the 
coming months.  The first models are in HO-scale, but we plan models in other scales. 
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George Reineke’s layout features the NYC 
harbor and the float bridge operations in the 
1950’s.  In this photo a NYC steam tug stands 
by during a recovery operation on the rail line.  
The cause of that operation will be explained 
in this article. (Photo by Katie Johnstone) 

My interest in the New York harbor 
transfer and rail operations began many 
years ago. Living in the northern 
suburbs of New Jersey I frequently rode 
the train to the Jersey City terminal, and 
then crossed the Hudson River on a 
connecting ferryboat. While crossing the 
Hudson River, I was always intrigued by 
the busy river traffic, which included tug 
boats lashed to their car floats, chugging 
around the New York Harbor, sounding 
their whistles as they delivered their 
freight cars to their waterfront 
destinations. Because of my early 
exposure and interest in rail and harbor 
activities, I decided to model waterfront 
and harbor operations on my HO- and 
O- gauge layouts. In addition to my 
interest in model railroading, I build 
radio controlled ship models. The 
question arose “Why not combine both 
hobbies?” I was inspired to design my 
HO gauge layout around familiar harbor 
scenes and to use real water to operate 
my radio controlled boats.  
 
 

 
Building a real water layout presented 
some unique and unsuspected 
challenges. The trough had to be 
constructed with material that would not 
warp, would be strong, and when 
assembled, would be leak-proof.  
Plexiglas would meet these 
specifications. The trough would be 24-
feet long, 2-feet wide, and 8-inches deep.  
Extra bracing was required to support 
the combined weight of the Plexiglas and 
water. These dimensions allowed, in the 
space I had available, a straight, point-to-
point line with float bridge terminals to 
be constructed at each end.  
 
With the trough completed, I was now 
ready to test for unwanted water leaks. 
With the trough filled, the water level on 
one end was one inch higher than the 
other end, which meant the basement 
floor, was uneven. At this point I made a 
bad decision on how to even the water 
level. Without draining the water from 
the trough, I decided to jack up the lower 
end one inch. The Plexiglas was not 
flexible enough to withstand this 
movement, and a joint between one of 
the eight-foot sections opened up, and 
water immediately cascaded onto the 
floor below. You are familiar with the 
camp song “99 Bottles of Beer on the 
Wall.” How about these lyrics: “99 
Gallons of Water on the Floor?”   
 
So I repaired the damage and started 
again. 
 
 

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  (George’s	  Granddaughter)	  
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This is the beginning construction of the river 
channel. Float bridges will be located at both 
ends of the 24’ by 2’ fiberglass trough. Holes in 
left and right supports are for future wiring. 
(Photo by Katie Johnstone) 

Another problem was that the water 
supply I used was drawn from an 
unused well on our property. Combining 
the impurities found in the well and the 
dust that settled on the surface of the 
water caused a foamy film to form on the 
surface of the water. My first solution 
was to use a fish tank skimming net to 
remove the foam. This worked for a 
short time, but really did not solve the 
problem.  
 
I then decided to fill the trough with 
uncontaminated water. I contacted a 
local water supplier who delivered 95 
gallons of water via a hose from his 
truck’s water tank through an open 
basement window. Besides the expense 
of the delivered water, I had to hire a 
landscaper to smooth out the ruts in my 
lawn and re-sod the grass by the side of 
my house due to the weight of his truck. 
After the fresh water was delivered, I 

added a fish tank water circulating 
pump and the foam disappeared.  
 
I designed my layout to include a 
kitbashed single-track swing bridge to 
carry rail traffic over the trough, midway 
between the two terminals. To pivot the 
bridge, I attached a manually operated 
crank handle, similar to a car jack 
handle, to the base of the bridge center 
post and secured it under the table. After 
a tug and car float passed the open 
bridge, the tracks would be re-aligned 
and secured by rail joiners, restoring 
power to the bridge tracks.  
 

 

The scratchbuilt swing bridge rests on 
incomplete river embankment. This strange 
sequence has the bridge constructed before 
river flows. (Photo by Katie Johnstone) 

With the trough and swing bridge 
completed, I now had to construct float 
bridges at each end of the trough to 
receive the car float. At one end I 
modeled a pontoon float bridge. At the 
terminal at the other end, I scratchbuilt a 
lift float bridge. I designed a prototypical 
float bridge to adjust to changing tide 
levels. Although I didn’t really have to 

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  (Continued)	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  	  
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adjust to changing tides, I did have to 
adjust to water evaporation. I had to add 
water to the trough to maintain the car 
float level with the fixed float bridge. 
 
After visiting the real New York Central 
Steam Tug Number 16, which was on 
permanent display at Buzzards Bay in 
Massachusetts, I kit bashed a Lindberg 
radio controlled diesel tug boat to 
duplicate its color scheme and detail. 
 
I then scratchbuilt a two-track car float 
with one end notched to fit the bow of the 
tug. The float accommodated eight freight 
cars, and the tension provided by two 
rubber bands held the two units together. 

 
N.Y.C. Steam Tug standing by while the car 
float is being loaded. A competitor’s tug in the 
background is waiting for its assignment for 
the days work. An idle car is moving off a 
loaded car float. (Photo by Katie Johnstone) 

It was fun and challenging for my guests 
to operate the radio controlled tug and car 
float as they navigated through the open 
swing bridge. After arriving at the float 
bridge, the car float was aligned with the 
bridge rails and gently guided forward to 
connect with the rail joiner on the float  

bridge. This delicate procedure prevented 
derailments, provided current to the float 
rails, and firmly held the float to the 
bridge.  

 

N.Y.C. SW-8 making up a freight train 
destined for a Manhattan transfer yard. It 
uses an idle car to back off the float after 
completing its drilling chore. 

 

The warehouses on both sides of the ramp 
store merchandise. The brakeman pauses to 
ask, "How's the fishing, mister?" (Photos by 
Katie Johnstone) 

 

 

 

 

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  (Continued)	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  	  
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A tug and car float is approaching its float 
bridge in night operation. 

 

The switcher on the float bridge is loading a 
car float for its trip across the river. 

 

A night scene of a car float loading under the 
lights. Grain will soon be pouring from the 
silos on the other side of the river.  

  

 

Switcher 714 is night drilling and its idle car 
is resting under the float bridge. (All photos 
above by Katie Johnstone) 

When loading the cars onto the car float, 
the engineer and crew had to be alert. I 
remember reading an article where several 
freight cars went over the side of a float 
and landed in the water. The big hook 
fished them out and the flurry of activity 
ceased. I don’t know what kind of noise 
those cars made as they left the float, but I 
do know when one of my guest engineers 
lost control loading the cars onto my float, 
three cars went blip, blip, blip… as they 
plunged into the 6-inch deep water. The 
only damage was rusty, squeaky axles.   

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  (Continued)	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  	  
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The crew is running out of room on the car 
float platform. This is the last car to retrieve. 

 

“Get the chains off, we have more cars 
overboard to be retrieved!” 

 

Accidents don’t happen often, but when they 
do, someone finds employment some other 
place. 

 

 

It is difficult for this SW-8 to haul the freight 
car, without its wheels, off the float. We'll 
watch while the wrecking crew sets the new 
trucks under the car.  

 

It takes strong men to haul and place these 
iron chains in the proper lifting position. The 
big hook was leased for this clean up. 

 

The N.Y.C. steam tug is standing by to lend 
whatever help is needed. 

 

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  (Continued)	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  	  
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New York City bound passengers on a 
Pennsylvania train are getting a good look at 
the big hook as it does what big hooks do. (All 
of the above photos by Katie Johnstone) 

 
After completing my HO-gauge water 
operation, I decided to add a float bridge 
scene to my O-gauge layout, but without 
real water. Because of limited space, the 
extended layout would only include a 
float bridge, two-track car float (no tug), 
and warehouse storage facilities.  
Because there would be no separation 
between the bridge and the float, 
permanently installed rail joiners 
provided uninterrupted power to the 
float tracks. KADEE uncoupling magnets 
were installed on the float deck to 
facilitate coupling operations.  
 
To begin my new project, I had to cut an 
opening in the wall. As I cut the opening 
in the wall, a voice from the head of the 
stairs was heard above the saw noise. 
“What in the world is going on down 
there?” I replied, “Don’t worry, dear, I 
just cut a small opening in the wall. I 
promise, you will never notice the hole 
after I finish adding the molding.” 
 

 

 

This hole in the wall at the foot of the stairs 
gives guests a view of New York City directly 
across the river. The O-gauge SW-8 on the 
float bridge is drilling cars on track #1. When 
the float is loaded, it will be lashed onto a 
NYC tug and floated across the Hudson River 
to its destination. (Photo by Katie Johnstone) 

At the end of the new layout addition, a 
picture panel depicting the New York 
City skyline, as seen from the docks on 
the Jersey shore, was secured to the wall 
opposite the car float. Since there was no 
water involved, the panic of hearing 
“blip, blip, blip…” and having squeaky, 
rusty axels was never to be heard again.  
 
Present technology has changed the New 
York Harbor distribution and transfer 
system forever. Bridges, highways, and 
trucks have replaced tugs, car floats, and 
float bridges. No longer can we cross the 
Hudson River on a ferryboat and see the 
beautiful city skyline and watch the busy, 
diverse harbor activity that for almost 
three quarters of a century served the 
needs of people on both sides of the river 
so well. 

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  (Continued)	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  	  
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The swing bridge is installed and opened for 
traffic. A N.Y.C. steam tug is pushing a loaded 
car float up river.  

 

An SW-8 and an idle car are passing under lift 
float bridge on its way to pick up freight cars 
for city terminals. A N.Y.C. tug is lashed to the 
car float waiting for further instructions. 

 

N.Y.C. #714 and idle car are going on float 
bridge to retrieve first string of freight cars. A 
clamshell crane on the barge is doing river 
maintenance. The crew of the N.Y.C. steam tug 
is taking a break while float is unloaded.  

 

 

  

A N.Y.C. Switcher is waiting for the brakeman 
to uncouple the car at the warehouse siding. 

  

This is a very clean loading dock for a busy 
warehouse. (Photos on this page by Katie 
Johnstone) 

Model railroading, like any other creative 
hobby, allows the modeler to relive scenes 
of the past and to recreate images that 
were meaningful and pleasant to him. The 
modeler keeps these scenes alive forever. 

 

      

Harbor	  Scene	  &	  Float	  Bridge	  Operations	  (Continued)	  
By	  George	  Reineke	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Katie	  Johnstone	  	  
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Dick Barrett is one of the directors of the NYCSHS 
and he is also, in his words, “a life-long lover of 
toy trains.   

Dick grew up in Albany, NY and still lives there 
today.  Dick’s grandfather, Herman Zimmerman, 
an Austrian immigrant, worked on the New York 
Central in the West Albany Locomotive Shops as a 
machinist from 1896 to 1940. 

 

Dick’s grandfather would take him down to Fuller 
Road in Albany, to watch for the 20th Century Limited 
to pass.  Dick is pictured here in front of a garage in 
his grandfather’s arms.  Dick says, “Everyone in the 
world then traveled by train. Both the rich and the 
poor rode the ‘magic carpet’.” (Dick Barrett photo) 

Watching trains quickly led to electric trains and 
Dick began his life-long hobby of collecting them. 

 

 

Dick, age 4 or 5 smiles as he takes a break 
from assembling some track for his toy train. 
(Dick Barrett photo) 

Collecting toy trains is another part of our 
hobby that is shared by many who were 
raised in the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s.  Most 
collectors have no layout and only display 
their trains on shelves or have short loops 
for running.  The point is displaying their 
treasures. 

 

This is one view of “Dick Barrett’s Basement 
of Toy Trains.”  You can see the wall displays 
of American Flyer trains and a train table 
with Large Scale Bachmann and Aristo Craft 
trains running on it in three separate ovals. 
(Dick Barrett photo) 

Dick	  Barrett’s	  Model	  Train	  Collection	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  Barrett	  
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Looking the opposite direction from the photo 
above reveals the “Summer Setting” with the 
train board displaying O-scale in three ovals 
and S-scale on the interior tracks. The O-scale 
trains include Lionel, MTH, and Williams. The 
S-scale is all American Flyer. (Dick Barrett 
photo) 

Dick’s childhood was filled with visiting 
the NYC facilities in Albany with his 
grandfather, watching trains passing, 
developing a keen interest in all things 
historic about the NYC, and starting his 
collection of toy trains.  He started setting 
up his toy trains in small layouts and soon 
became known for his electric train sets. 

 

 

 

These two photos (left below & above) show 
Dick’s early layouts featuring Marx 
accessories and some of those small 
“birdhouse” like buildings of the era.  His 
locos and rolling stock are pretty upscale for 
the 1954 and 1956 timeframe of these photos. 
(Dick Barrett photos) 

 

Six years later (1962) finds Dick in his 
basement layout with much more 
sophisticated buildings that he scratchbuilt 
from plywood to replicate those he saw in the 
Albany yards. The “birdhouse” buildings are 
still in place. (Dick Barrett photo) 

Dick	  Barrett’s	  Model	  Train	  Collection	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  Barrett	  
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In the photo on the previous page we see 
Dick operating his 10’ x 24’ permanent 
basement layout.  If you look carefully, 
you can see that the buildings include 
some of the West Albany Shops’ 
locomotive department buildings.  These 
were scratchbuilt by Dick. By age 15, he 
had soaked up the memory of Albany’s 
bustling railroad car and locomotive repair 
and servicing shops and wanted to 
replicate them on his Lionel, Marx, and 
American Flyer trains layout. 

 

This newspaper article from 1962 features the 
photo from above and tells a little about Dick 
and his plywood replicas of the Albany Car 
shops. (Newspaper clipping provided by 
Dick Barrett) 

Dick, now retired, spent many years as the 
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation for 
the City of Albany, New York.  During 

that time he continued to collect the toy 
trains that he loved as a child.  At one time 
Dick says that he had over 100 sets.  “But,” 
Dick says, “I had children to put through 
college, and when you need to come up 
with $20,000 fast, you do what you can.”  
At that point his collection was reduced to 
about 30 sets, but it appears that he has 
made good progress on his way back to 
the 100 he had before. 

 

 

These display shelves are filled with American 
Flyer S-scale trains.  There is even a Hudson 
and streamlined Pacific on the lower two 
shelves in the top photo.  Remember that 
although Dick is a big NYC fan, he collects toy 
trains. (Dick Barrett photos) 

Dick	  Barrett’s	  Model	  Train	  Collection	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  Barrett	  
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These two photos show more of Dick’s 
American Flyer collection.  He has three full 
walls of AF in his large basement. American 
Flyer runs on the more prototypical two-rail 
track.  It was also more accurate to scale than 
Lionel and Marx when Dick began collecting 
in the 1950’s.  I am envious of these beautiful 
AF trains since I also had AF as a teenager. 
(Dick Barrett photos) 

Dick has been very active in Albany in 
sharing his railroad knowledge by 
contributing articles on railroad subjects to 
the local newspaper.  He has also set up 
several public displays of his collection to 
share the trains with others.   

 

 

Dick’s public displays have included railroad 
memorabilia from the heyday of railroads and 
the New York Central.  The top photo shows 
part of a four case collection of tools, 
photographs, maps, and models from the West 
Albany railroad days.  The display was in the 
main branch of the Albany Public Library. 
(Clipping provided by Dick Barrett.) 

 

In this photo we see Dick in his younger days 
at another public display of many of his trains 
from his collection.  This display was of his 
collection of American Flyer trains. (Clipping 
provided by Dick Barrett.) 

Dick	  Barrett’s	  Model	  Train	  Collection	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  Barrett	  
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Dick’s collection of American Flyer trains was 
on display for a couple of months in the 
Albany, New York public library.  This 
display featured his AF trains from the 1946 – 
1966 period. (Dick Barrett provided photo) 

Dick’s basement is filled from wall-to-wall 
with toy trains in S-, O-, H-, and Large 
Scale.  He also has room for an extensive 
library of railroad magazines and NYC 
maps, slides, and books.  A separate area 
is set aside for his archive of family photos 
and political, baseball, and career material. 

 

Dick’s collection includes many operating 
accessories. (Dick Barrett photo) 

 

 

 

 

These three photos show some of Dick’s 
Lionel, MTH, and Williams O-scale trains 
operating ovals on the 10’ x 7’ train board at 
one end of his basement room. (Dick Barrett 
photos) 

Dick	  Barrett’s	  Model	  Train	  Collection	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  Barrett	  
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Looking across one of Dick’s train boards, you 
can see some of his Large Scale trains on 
display in the background.  Most of these 
appear to be Bachmann.  In the foreground are 
many of the operating accessories that Dick 
has collected to compliment his large 
collection of train sets. (Dick Barrett photo) 

 

This final photo shows some of the holiday 
setting on one of Dick’s train tables and you 
can see from the smiles that Dick’s daughter, 
Kerry Ann and grandchildren, Justin (3) and 
Kevin (5), love his trains almost as much as 
Dick does. (Dick Barrett photo) 

In this great hobby of model trains, there 
are many ways to participate.  In this 

article we have seen how one of the 
NYCSHS directors enjoys the hobby.  
Dick’s whole life has been filled with 
trains.  He enjoys the real railroads and 
railroad models.  His pleasure comes from 
collecting and watching the trains run and 
sharing his collection with others.  He 
began the hobby as a small child and grew 
up with railroads and model trains.  He 
has a wealth of knowledge about the NYC 
and about toy trains.   

Dick has contributed his time, talent, and 
knowledge to the NYCSHS for many years 
and continues to do that today. 

His current job for the Society is as 
chairman of the 2013 NYCSHS Convention 
in Poughkeepsie, NY.  You can go to our 
website and see all of the exciting and 
interesting activities that Dick and his 
committee have in store for us in April.  Be 
sure to join us there and meet Dick in 
person.  He is a knowledgeable and fun 
guy to be around.  

 

Perhaps you have a collection of toy trains 
you would like to share with our readers.  
We are always looking for photos and 
articles to feature in our magazine.  If you 
are interested in letting us help you show 
your collection, send us an email and we 
will give you a call and send you all of the 
materials you will need to let us feature 
your collection.  Contact me at: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Dick	  Barrett’s	  Model	  Train	  Collection	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Dick	  Barrett	  
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NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM
DEPT W • P.O. BOX 130 • GATES MILLS, OH 44040-0130 • NYCSHS.ORG

2013 NYCSHS ANNUAL MEETING
APRIL 26-28 • POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y.

H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y ,  I N C .

Are you a fan of the New York Central? Want to
learn more about railroading? Join us for a great
weekend of historic presentations, layout tours, and
excursions. This year we travel to the Hudson Valley
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Grand Central
Terminal. Enjoy once-in-a-lifetime tours of famous
New York Central facilities and landmarks, as well as
the excitement and convenience of New York City!
You won’t want to miss our great train show and din-
ner banquet. Registration is $189.00 per person by
March 27. Visit www.nycshs.org  for details!

Get great historical info from the people who lived it...

POUGHKEEPSIE STATION - METRO-NORTH AND AMTRAK

ALONG THE HUDSON AT BANNERMAN’S CASTLE

NYCSHS	  2013	  Convention	  
Poughkeepsie,	  NY	  	  April	  26	  –	  29	  	  

	  
	  

	  

	  	   	   	  	   	  

Photo	  of	  Franklin	  D.	  Roosevelt	  Estate	  and	  Hyde	  Park	  and	  New	  York	  American	  Culinary	  Institute	  at	  
Hyde	  Park.	  	  These	  are	  part	  of	  the	  tours	  available	  on	  Friday.	  	  (Photos	  by	  Gerald	  Brimacombe)	  
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More Photos of Convention Tour Sites Available on Friday. 

   

New York Central System Station at Poughkeepsie and Vanderbilt Mansion at Hyde Park, NY. 

NYCSHS	  2013	  Convention	  
Poughkeepsie,	  NY	  	  April	  26	  –	  29	  	  

	   	  

	  

View of the Hudson from the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, NY.  The 
images of the Poughkeepsie station and the 
American Culinary Institute were made 
using a special APP on an iPhone that gives 
the images a vintage glass-plate look.  It’s a 
fun effect, and we thought it might generate 
a little curiosity about the photo 
series.  (Photos by Gerald Brimacombe) 

Download the 2013 NYCSHS Annual Meeting and Convention Form 

Today and Join Us for a Wonderful New York Central System Weekend. 

Don’t Miss This Exciting Convention Held in the Center of All of the NYC 
Passenger Service and Tour the Grand Central Terminal on its 100th 

Anniversary. 

The Registration Form is Available on Page 34 or on Our Website.  



Name of Attendee

Name of Guest(s)

Address

City  State  Zip

Phone  Member #

E-mail

Number of Attendees  Total Amount $

New York Central System Historical Society
2013 Convention & Meeting

Poughkeepise, New York • April 26–April 28, 2013

RegiStRatioN FoRM
Historical

society, inc.

Please send payment to: Richard Barrett, 26 James Drive, Loudonville, New York 12211
Please make checks payable to: New York Central System Historical Society, Inc.

Registration Fee: 

NYCSHS Members (including family members) $189.00 each for all activities including the 
Evening Banquet. Non-members can register at $189.00 plus a fee of $39.00. The extra fee 
covers membership in the Society for one year, including all rights and benefits, along with 
one year of the “Central Headlight”. Late registration for NYCSHS members after March 27th 
is $229.00. 

Hotel rooms have been made available at The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel. Please call the hotel 
directly at 1-800-216-1034. Rooms can be reserved at the special NYCSHS rate of $129.00. 

Please note: you must mention the NYCSHS Convention to get the rate. 
Early reservations are essential as there are only 85 rooms reserved for us on a first come, first 
served basis.

You are responsible for making your own reservations.

Dinner Choices:
Please check your choice

Grilled Steak  Chicken Cordon Bleu  Sole Francaise  Florentine Lasagna

noelwiddifield
Typewritten Text
34
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The NYCSHS 2012 calendar is now available! Access to a wide variety of photograph 
collections enables the Society to again present an excellent selection of high quality images. 
On the front color cover, Class L-3a 4-8-2 #3014 is at the Bellefontaine, OH station in 1955. 
 
The back color cover shows GE U-25B diesel unit #2521 at DeWitt Yard, Syracuse, NY. 
Calendar photographs include: Class L-4b 4-8-2 #3148, equipped with Timken roller-bearing 
rods, leaving Anderson, IN in 1955 (color); EMD FT diesel units #1601 and #2401 at Elkhart, 
IN; B&A Class A-1b 2-8-4 #1432 outside of home territory at Weehawken, NJ in 1947; Class 
J-3a 4-6-4 #5415 at Cold Spring, NY in 1951; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2124 on a northbound oil 
train at Mt. Carmel, IL in 1943; GE 70-ton 350 hp diesel-electric locomotive at Auburn, NY 
in 1941; Class L-1b 4-8-2 #2555 on a westbound freight train at South Bend, IN in 1936; 
Class S-1a “Niagara” #6000 at the Englewood engine terminal, Chicago, IL in 1955; Class J-
2c 4-6-4 #5467 (ex-B&A #612) at Harmon, NY in 1952; Class T-1b electric locomotive #1156 
at Harmon, NY in 1936; A “Niagara” locomotive heads a westbound passenger train through 
Goshen, IN; Alco passenger units #4201 and #4301 on Train No. 65 at Harmon, NY in 1948; 
Indianapolis Union Railway F-M H1 2-44 units #19 and #20 at the I.U.Ry. engine facility in 
1954 (color). 
 
Darwin Simonaitis, Calendar Editor. 
Calendars can be ordered from: 
 
NYCSHS, Dept. W 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 
 
The price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents please add 75 cents sales tax. Dealer inquiries are 
welcome. 
	  

	   	   	   	   	  

2012 NYCSHS Calendar 

Available Today 

Order Yours Now 
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 
If you love steam (and electrics)… 

Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           

    

You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 
the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 
by William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted 
by Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on 
steam and electric locomotives for the DeWitt 
Clinton of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These 
books represent a lifetime of research for each of 
the compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only 
to the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Can be ordered 
on our website (www.NYCSHS.org) with 
PayPal or by sending a check to: 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany 

310 page, hard cover, 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.33 state sales tax for a single volume. 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern, Lake Erie & Western, Indiana 
Harbor Belt, Chicago River & Indiana 
Chicago Junction, Ohio Central Lines, Big 
Four, Michigan Central, and Pittsburgh & 
Lake Erie. 428 pages, hard cover, 672 
illustrations.  Only $30 plus $10 domestic 
postage. Ohio residents include $2.33 state 
sales tax for each volume. (*Non-US postage 
charged at actual cost.) 

	  
GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.80 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS, P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 
44040-0130 
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For our second part of this coverage of Dr. 
Randall Swanson’s O-scale layout we begin 
where we left off in the last edition with this 
shot of Falconer, NY. (Photo by Tom 
Gerbracht) 

We have featured Randy Swanson’s O-
scale layout in our last edition and it was 
also covered in the last Central Headlight.  

Randy was a skilled craftsman and has left 
a legacy of beautiful scratchbuilt buildings 
on his layout.  We will showcase those 
buildings in this final article on his work. 

In the last edition of the NYCentral Modeler 
we covered Randy’s layout around to the 
far end with a shot of the Falconer, NY. So 
we will begin there and work our way 
around to where we started before. 

But before we do that, we will take a look 
at some of the rolling stock that Randy had 
in cases under the layout.  He had an 
extensive amount of rolling stock and 
many locomotives.  Most of his locos were 
packed in their original boxes ready to be 
sold when we visited the layout. 

 

 

 

 

 

These photos show only a very small part of 
Randy’s rolling stock. (Photos by Noel 
Widdifield) 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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The town of Falconer, NY was served by 
the Erie Railroad and the J.W. & N.W.R.R. 
trolley line.  On the layout, the town 
served as one end of a point-to-point line 
depicting the Erie Railroad and also 
contained a very short stretch of track for 
the trolley line. 

	  

This is the water tower for the Erie RR located 
in Falconer, NY. (Photo by Noel Widdifield) 

	  

The depot in Falconer served both the Erie RR 
and the J.W. & N.W.R.R.  It is an example of 
the research and accurate construction of 
Randy’s buildings. (Photo by Noel 
Widdifield) 

This portion of the layout was still under 
construction.  One side of this section had 

been landscaped, the other had not.

 

 

These two photos are of the Erie RR freight 
depot and although set in the proper position, 
had not had any landscaping or detailing. 
(Photo by Noel Widdifield) 

 

The E.C. Crosby and Sons grain and coal 
building is based upon an actual Falconery 
business. (Photo by Noel Widdifield) 

 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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This corner of the layout represents the far end 
of Falconer, NY, and has buildings for some of 
the industries on the edge of town.  The red 
brick building is a dairy company that 
processed the milk from the area. The grey 
building on the left is the edge of an 
unidentified factory complex. (Photo by Noel 
Widdifield) 

 

 

Two more shots of the factory complex 
showing some of the detail that went into 
Randy’s building models. (Photos by Noel 
Widdifield) 

From this point on, Randy’s layout is not 
landscaped, but the track has been laid.  
There is no ballast installed but many of 
the buildings have foundations built.    

 

This complex is a model of the Fancher Chair 
company in Falconer.  This company is still in 
business today.  (Photo by Noel Widdifield) 

Looking back to the left from the small 
aisle in front of the Falconer complex, we 
see part of the main railroad featuring the 
NYC line coming out of Westfield, NY. 

 

 

Two views of the NYC mainline. (Photos by 
Noel Widdifield) 

 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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Moving back to the main part of the layout 
we see that Randy constructed a very large 
yard and locomotive servicing area in the 
large island in the center of the layout.  
The aisle surrounds this island on three 
sides and can only be accessed by a duck 
under.  

 

A view of Randy’s railroad showing the large 
island with the yards and locomotive 
servicing area.  (Photo by Tom Gerbracht) 

 

The large roundhouse, turntable, and service 
buildings representing the Westfield, NY, 
facilities. (Photo by Tom Gerbracht) 

 

A view of the roundhouse, turntable, water 
tanks, and other service buildings. (Photo by 
Noel Widdifield) 

 

 

 

 

A freighthouse in the Westfield yards. (Photo 
by Noel Widdifield) 

 

Coal tipple and reefer icing facility. (Photo by 
Tom Gerbracht) 

 

A view of the coal tipple, sand house, and 
yard buildings. The yard is pretty extensive. It 
makes you wonder what Randy had in mind 
for all of these yard tracks.  (Photo by Tom 
Gerbracht) 

 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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Some views from the opposite side of the 
island showing some of the fine detail of 
Randy’s buildings. (Photos by Tom 
Gerbracht) 

 

	  

	  

Two more shots of the engine servicing 
facilities.  In the backgound above the coal 
tipple you can see a sign for the J.W. & N.W. 
R.R. trolly line that serviced much of the 
region modeled by Randy. (Photos by Tom 
Gerbracht) 

The last portion of the layout was along 
the back wall and extended from Falconer, 
NY, to Brocton, NY.  This area was to 
provide the main line running area for the 
layout.  This area also contained many of 
the industries that would provide the 
business for the NYC in this area of New 
York state.  It was here that we found a 
large number of very intersting buildings 
that had been built by Randy but were in 
an area with trackwork but no scenery. 
Many of these buildings had been scratch 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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built by Randy, but he failed to leave 
adequate information so that we could 
determine on what structures they were 
modeled.  If any of you recognize a 
specific building and can tell us what they 
were, send us an email and let us know.  
For now we will just include pictures of 
most of the buildings found on this area of 
the layout without attempting to identify 
them for you. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

These models are very nicely done and include 
detailed weathering and in some cases have 
additional details in place. It is clear that 
Randy had a plan for this section of his 
layout. The buildings are placed, but the 
scenery has not been started or the track 
ballasted. (Photos by Noel Widdifield) 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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These buildings have been placed to provide 
industries for the railroad. The detail is 
wonderful. (Photos by Noel Widdifield) 

 

 

 

 

Grain storage, a grain elevator, and an 
industrial building on sidings beside the 
mailine. (Photos by Noel Widdifield) 

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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The buildings are all done in a variety of 
building materials. Randy had been very busy 
with his railroad and took great care to be 
sure the construction and finishing were 
always first rate. (Photos by Noel 
Widdifield) 

 

Note the drilling rig and the worker leaving 
the office. (Photo by Tom Gerbracht) 

 

 

 

This sawmill and country store are two of my 
favorite buildings on Randy’s layout.  They 
are just sitting  on the plywood waiting to be 
placed. (Photos by Tom Gerbracht) 

This O-scale layout was a work in progress 
like many of our layouts.  Randy 
obviously loved railroads and modeling.  
His attention to detail and his 
craftsmanship were outstanding.  
Unfortunately for us, he did not bring that 
attention to detail in documenting his 
work.  In order to figure out what some of 
these buildings were meant to represent, 
we had to rely on friends and family for 
their recollection.  Randy was a collector 
and builder and like many of us did not  

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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take the time to record what many of the 
buildings were and also did not keep a 
detail inventory of his collection. 

When we fail to do that we place a hugh 
burden on our family who are faced with 
the disposal of our collection without any 
real knowledge of what we have and what 
it is worth.  Modeling friends can help the 
family, but it adds a great burden to the 
already grieving family and friends. 

If you haven’t done so, please document 
your collection and if you have an idea of 
what you want done with it, make sure 
that your instructions are in writing and 
are in a place where your family can find 
them. 

The layout diagram in the next column was 
constructed by one of Randy’s model 
railroading friends after his death.  It provides 
some clues as to the building identities and 
shows the placement of the buildings and a 
general feel for the size (25’ X 52’) of Randy’s 
layout.  It was a very large O-scale layout. 

Buildings shown by numbers: 

1. Brocton, NY – PRR Station 
2. Brocton, NY – NYC/LS&MS Depot 
3. Brocton, NY – PRR Tower 
4. Westfield, NY – NYC/LS&MS Tower 
5. Welch’s, Westfield, NY 
6. Portage Street Bridge, Westfield, NY 
7. NYC/LS&MS Sheds/Garages, Westfield 
8. NYC/LS&MS Depot (1904), Westfield 
9. NYC/LS&MS Frieght House (1905) 

Westfield 
10. Falconer, NY Water Tower - Erie RR 
11. Falconer, NY Depot, J.W.&N.W.RR/Erie 
12. Falconer, NY Freight Depot –Erie RR 
13. Falconer, NY – Fancher Chair Company 
14. Roundhouse 

15. Turntable 
16. Icing Platform 
17. Bunk House – NYC/LS&MS 
18. Barn – NYC/LS&MS 
19. Shed – NYC/LS&MS 
20. Shed – NYC/LS&MS 
21. Outhouse – NYC/LS&MS 

 

           

Dr.	  Randall	  Swanson’s	  O-‐Scale	  NYC	  Part	  II	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  Tom	  Gerbracht	  &	  Noel	  Widdifield	  
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Are you a fan of the New York Central?  Are you interested in prototypical modeling? As a 
member of the New York Central System Historical Society, you will receive the Central 
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Welcome to the first edition of FROM THE 
NEW YORK CENTRAL ENGINEERING 
DEPARTMENT.  As many of our readers 
and members know, the New York Central 
System Historical Society owns a 
magnificent collection of original New 
York Central Railroad drawings; it 
includes mechanical and construction 
drawings of locomotives, freight and 
passenger cars, signals, track diagrams, 
and structures among other miscellaneous 
plans.    
 
A few months ago, your editor, Mr. 
Widdifield, and I decided to use the 
graphic information of this extensive 
collection as a base for developing new 
measured/scaled CAD (Computer Aided 
Design/Drafting) drawings that readers 
could use for their historical research or 
modeling projects.  Hopefully with each 
new issue, we will present a new structure 
plan ready for those willing to face the 
challenges and rewards that only scratch 
building a model provides. 
 

 
New York Central Standard 12’ X 18’ Section 
House.  Perspective View - Shaded Rendering. 
(Image developed by Manuel Duran-Duran) 

 
 

Origins of the NYCSHS Drawing 
Collection1:  
 
The current collection was assembled from 
several sources: 

• The largest quantity of drawings 
was originally part of the 
Equipment Engineering files of the 
New York Central Railroad.  When 
drawings were revised or updated, 
older ones were discarded.  Former 
NYCSHS President, C. M. Smith, 
who worked in the Mechanical 
Department, saved them and kept 
them in his possession. 

• The second group of drawings was 
saved by a NYC employee by the 
name of Mr. Brown, who was a 
clerk in the Engineering office of the 
NYC at Collinwood, Ohio.  When 
Mr. Brown was told to clean out 
these files and to discard the 
drawings, he took them home.  The 
“Brown Collection” was donated to 
the NYCSHS, and former President 
Lansing Vail, arranged for C. M. 
Smith to retain custody of this part 
of the collection. 

• There were an additional 2,538 
drawings donated to NYCSHS by 
member Mike Hill and several 
hundred drawings donated by 
member Robert Rothrock. 

• There is also a collection of 
drawings, binded in booklet form, 
from the NYC & HRRR.  These are 
Standard Plans of structures dating 
from the 1900’s. 

 
C.M. Smith was the custodian of this 
collection of drawings, composed of 
vellums (black on white background) and 
paper copies “blueprints” (white on blue 
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background) until they were transferred to 
John Reehling, former Director of the 
NYCSHS, shortly before Mr. Smith’s 
passing.   
 
The digitization program, commenced in 
the late 1990’s, justified by the need to 
preserve the information contained in the 
drawings and the concern that the paper 
collection would remain vulnerable to 
damage or complete loss through fire or 
other calamity.  Mr. Reehling retained the 
services of a digital print and copy center 
that provided digital scanning services in 
the Malvern, PA, area. The paper 
drawings were scanned at a high 
resolution and most were saved in a TIFF 
uncompressed format, although some of 
the smaller files were saved in a JPEG 
format.  Financing for this endeavor, 
which took almost six years, was provided 
by grant and gift monies from Amherst 
Railway Society, Bay Vue Consulting, the 
DeLong-Sweet Foundation, the National 
Railway Historical Society, and several 
Society members who wish to remain 
anonymous. 
 
Once the drawing collection was digitized, 
the NYCSHS started offering them in CD-
ROM format, and the first files were sold 
in early 2003.  The present digitized file 
size consists of approximately 13,900 
drawings.  
 
Ordering CD-ROMs from the NYCSHS: 
 
These are actual digitized New York 
Central Mechanical Department drawings.  
Each file is a high-quality TIFF or JPG file 
that can be opened on any Macintosh or 
Windows computer. Each file is a high-
resolution scan that allows zooming in to 
see key details and dimensions.  To review 

the list of available NYC drawings and for 
ordering and princing information go to:  
http://nycshs.blogspot.com/search/label
/books 
 
New York Central Section House: 
N.Y.C.R.R. – Standard 12’ X 18’ Section 
House – For Branch Lines Only 
NYCRR Drawing Book “N” 
Dated: Late 1890’s2 
Signed by: William J. Wilgus3 
 
A railroad section house was a structure 
located adjacent to railroad tracks and was 
used to store the equipment and railcars 
used by the gang crews to maintain the 
sections of tracks assigned to them.  They 
were in common use from about the 1890’s 
and most remained in service into the 
1960’s.  By the 1970’s their use was 
gradually discontinued. 
 
This 12’ X 18’ NYC Section House was a 
simple wood frame structure roofed with 
wood shingles.  There was a section of 
track that projected out from the house 
and butted the railroad tracks as they were 
not connected by means of a turnout, as 
the rail cars were to be manually 
positioned between railroad track and 
storage track. 
 
General Notes and Observations: 
 
At the turn of the century, construction 
drawings for simple buildings like this 
section house, were very basic graphic 
illustrations and did not included a lot of 
details as the construction workers were 
expected to follow standard carpentry 
practices.  The drawing for this section 
house is just one page and includes the 
plan view, framing elevations and finish 
elevations with general dimensions.  Some 
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assumptions were made in developing the 
CAD drawings:  

 1. There is no roof deck detail 
shown on the drawings.  During this time 
period, shingles were normally laid over 
wood strips nailed perpendicular to the 
rafters and running the full length of the 
roof.  For the purpose of this drawing, a 
solid deck was used as this is a detail that 
would not be visible in the 3D model.  
Modelers could probably use a solid deck 
roof, unless the intention is to show the 
interior of the structure with accurate 
details. 

 2. There is no roof edge trim detail 
shown.  A simple trim based on what is 
visible on the elevation was used. 

 3. There is no window detail.  From 
the information provided in the drawing, 
it is not clear if it is supposed to be a fixed 
window or an operable window.  For this 
CAD drawing it was drawn as depicted in 
the original drawing. 

 4. The drawing does not provide 
any graphic or textual information 
regarding the foundation system for the 
section house.  It could be assumed that at 
the very minimum it would be resting on 
some concrete or stone piers to keep it 
from ground contact.  No assumptions 
were made and the CAD drawing shows 
the building without a foundation. 

 4. The wood members dimensions 
shown on the original drawings refer to 
actual dimensions not the nominal 
dimensions we use today (where a 2 X 4 is 
actually 1-1/2” X 3-1/2”).  In order to be 
historically accurate, the original 
dimensions were used in developing the 
CAD drawing.  This should not be a 

problem for modelers intending to use 
commercially available scale lumber to 
build a model in HO- or N-Scale, as the 
scale 1/2" difference would be negligible.  
For modelers in the larger scales, they 
could use members that are closer to the 
actual size. 

 5. The track drawn in section view 
on the front elevation (or “Track 
Elevation” per the drawing) if measured, 
does not correspond to a standard gauge 
track (it would be narrow gauge).  My 
only conclusion is that the draftsman 
doing this drawing belonged to the 
“structures” building department and the 
track was just shown for the purpose of 
indicating where it was to be located and 
assumed that the track building 
department would take care of installing it 
to the proper gauge. 

In this, our first attempt to recreate these 
historic buildings in CAD format, we ask 
the readers, that if anyone has additional 
information or images that would help 
clarify these unanswered questions, or if 
errors or omissions are noted, please let us 
know, so they can be rectified. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 Information contributed by Tom Gerbracht. 
2	  The	  Section	  House	  page	  is	  not	  dated,	  but	  other	  pages	  in	  the	  
drawing	  book	  show	  dates	  in	  the	  1890’s.	  
3 William J. Wilgus was the Chief Engineer of the NYC RR from 
1899 until 1907 and was responsible for supervising the 
construction work at Grand Central Terminal and in 
collaboration with Frank Sprague, developed the 3rd rail system 
used in the NYC Electric Division. 
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From	  paper	  drawing	  to	  CAD	  drawing:	  	  

1	   At	  the	  turn	  of	  the	  century,	  the	  predominant	  way	  of	  
making	   copies	   of	   a	   drawing	   was	   to	   use	   a	  
translucent	   original	   to	   make	   blueprints.	   	   	   Back	  
then,	   a	   blueprint	   was	   similar	   to	   a	   film	   negative,	  
dark	  blue	  background	  with	  white	  lines.	  	  

	  

2	   When	   the	   NYCSHS	   had	   the	   original	   blueprints	  
digitized,	   the	   images	   were	   scanned	   in	   gray	   scale	  
and	  “reversed”,	   turning	  the	  dark	  background	  into	  
white	   and	   the	   lines	   into	   black,	   the	   way	   we	  
normally	  see	  drawings	  today.	  

	  
	  

3	   The	  drawing	  image	  was	  then	  imported	  as	  a	  raster	  
image	  (pixel	  based	  images	  like	  TIFF	  and	  JPG)	  into	  
a	   CAD	   program	   and	   used	   as	   a	   guide	   to	   trace	   the	  
drawing	   elements	   into	   vectors	   (geometrical	  
elements	   like	   points	   and	   lines),	   in	   essence,	  
redrawing	  the	  original	  plans.	  	  

	   	  

4	   Once	   the	   plan,	   framing	   elevation	   and	   sections	  
were	   traced,	   these	   were	   then	   used	   to	   develop	   a	  
digital	   3D	   model.	   	   This	   step	   required	   the	  
adjustment	  of	  measurements	  as	  the	  line	  drawings	  
were	   not	   100%	   accurate.	   	   	   The	   original	   drawing	  
contained	   some	   general	   dimensions	   and	   these	  
were	   used	   to	   keep	   the	   CAD	   drawing	   true	   to	   the	  
intent	  of	  the	  original	  designers.	   	  

5	   With	  the	  3D	  model	  finalized,	  it	  was	  used	  to	  extract	  
the	  elevations	  and	  sections	  as	  well	  as	  axonometric	  
views	  which	  are	  rendered	  in	  gray	  shades.	  
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NYC	  –	  Standard	  12’	  X	  18’	  Section	  House	  Construction	  Sequence1:	  

1	  

	  

2	  

	  

6	  X	  6	  Sill	  (or	  bottom	  plate)	  	  	   Stud	  Walls	  

3	  

	  

4	  

	  

Floor	  Joists	  /	  Rafters	  and	  Collar	  Beams	   Floor	  Boards	  

5	  

	  

6	  

	  

Board	  and	  Batten	  Walls	  /	  Roof	  Deck2	   Cedar	  Shingles	  	  

7	  

	  

8	  

	  

Door	  and	  Windows	   Track	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  This	  construction	  sequence	  is	  presented	  to	  illustrate	  the	  different	  building	  components	  and	  how	  they	  interact	  
with	  each	  other.	  	  In	  reality	  several	  of	  these	  assembly	  tasks	  could	  have	  been	  conducted	  simultaneously.	  
2	  Roof	  Deck	  illustrated	  as	  a	  solid	  deck.	  
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We are very pleased that you are a 
member of our great organization, and I 
want to tell you a little more about us. 

  
The NYCSHS is dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the New York Central System 
and its predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through acquisition and 
preservation of NYCS related artifacts and 
through the dissemination of accurate 
information about the NYCS.  We are also 
dedicated to preserving the NYCS through 
the hobby of accurate modeling of the 
System. 
  
In order to do these things, our members 
spend a lot of time working on various 
projects and committees within the 
Society.   It is only through this volunteer 
support that we are able to accomplish all 
that we do. 
  
As a member you may not be aware of all 
of the opportunities available to you to 
support the organization.  I want to make 
you aware of those opportunities and give 
you a chance to volunteer to work with us 
in some of these positions. 
  
We need volunteers to work a few hours 
each month in the following areas: 
  
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to publish the NYCentral 
Modeler, work with manufacturers to 
develop accurate NYCS models of locos, 
rolling stock and structures, find speakers 

at events on NYCS modeling topics, and 
develop and update material for various 
NYCSHS websites and Yahoo Groups. We 
are looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Membership Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to establish and maintain 
contact with members.  This consists of 
writing and responding to E-mail and 
written correspondence about NYCSHS 
happenings, reaching out to lapsed 
members, developing member recruiting 
advertisements, participating as NYCSHS 
Yahoo Group subject matter experts, 
developing and staffing booths at train 
and model railroad shows, and finding 
ways to make membership in the Society 
more beneficial to our members. We are 
looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Fund Raising Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to develop sources of funding 
for various projects within the 
Society.  This includes writing grant 
applications and approaching members 
and non-members to obtain funding for 
important activities to extend and improve 
our offerings to members. We are looking 
for committee members.   
 
Web Design & Website Support – This 
person(s) would assist the NYCSHS 
Webmaster in the design and support of 
our existing website 
(www.NYCSHS.org).  This position uses 
some of the following knowledge and 

If	  You	  Are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  Have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  You	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  
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capabilities:  HTML, CSS, design sense, 
JavaScript & Ajax, PHP, ASP, Java, Perl or  
C++; MySQL database, Flash, SEO, 
webserver administration skills, and 
project management skills.  Not all 
capabilities are required; and we will work 
with you if you have some of these skills 
and are interested in helping. 
  
On-Line Store Design & Support – This 
person would assist the NYCSHS 
Directors and the Webmaster to select a 
hosting service, analyze and select the 
store software and support, add the e-
commerce tools necessary to support 
utilities such as shopping carts, product 
search engine, product displays, product 
descriptions and payment options for an 
on-line store on the NYCSHS website. 
(www.NYCSHS.org) 
  
2014 Cleveland, Ohio NYCSHS 
Convention Volunteers – We need several 
people to assist with the planning and 
execution of the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention.  These people need to be 
located in the vicinity of Cleveland, OH 
and will work with the NYCSHS director 
responsible for the convention 
activities.  These conventions are fun and 
exciting and require considerable work 
over the 18 months.  Skills needed include 
planning and ability to work with teams. 
  
Archive Committee – We need several 
persons to help with the reorganization of 
the NYCSHS archives.  Skills needed 
include: digitizing of hard copy materials; 
organizing and filing of material; sorting 

and generating finding aids for materials 
in storage; and general moving and 
storage skills.  Past experience with 
archival activities is a big plus. We are also 
looking for someone to replace the chair of 
this committee.  Work is done on the first 
concurrent Friday and Saturday (all day) 
of each month and all work is done in 
Wickliffe, OH (Cleveland area).  
  
We are very excited that you have joined 
us and look forward to working with you 
to make the NYCSHS even better.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, 
please contact me at: 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net / 703-407-3059. 
  
Thanks, Noel (Chair, Membership 
Committee NYCSHS.) 
  

 

The New York Central Railroad Car Shops.  
Note the variety of cars parked on the tracks 
around the building. There is even a Big Four 
hopper in the front center of the photo.  Note 
some of the wooden boxcars in front of the 
shops.  Anyone know the location? (Photo by 
unknown.)  

If	  you	  are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  you	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  (Continued)	  
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Rob Doyle in his NYC conductor’s uniform at the 
Indianapolis, IN Great Train Expo. 

 

Ron Guzicki stands next to the NYCSHS display 
at the show. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the guys’ trains on display in front of 
the NYCSHS sign. 

 

NYCSHS	  Representation	  at	  Train	  and	  Hobby	  Shows	  
Indianapolis	  Great	  Train	  Expo	  with	  Rob	  Doyle	  &	  	  Ron	  Guzicki	  
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A front view of the locomotives on display at 
the booth. (All photos by Rob & Ron) 

Ron’s words about the show were, “I think 
the Expo went very well.  There was a 
fairly constant flow of visitors to the 
exhibit on Saturday, less so on Sunday, 
which was much slower.  Rob looked great 
in his conductor uniform.  When speaking 
to visitors, I pitched the 2013 Conference 
and tour of Grand Central Terminal.  A 
number of people expressed interest and 
indicated they wanted to attend.  I also 
spoke with several former members of the 
Society who said that they would re-
join.  A number of visitors stopped to read 
the exhibit display, then ask questions 
about the Society and the upcoming 
conference. 
  
“I was able to obtain a significantly better 
location for our table -- it was in the second 
row center in front of the entrance. I was 
even offered a second table if I wanted 
it.  The original location on the back wall 
by itself would have been a disaster. 
  
 

“We did not have access to electricity or 
WiFi so we were not able to use the laptop 
the entire time.  When I did use the laptop 
on battery, I was able to show the Society’s 
website I downloaded to my laptop before 
I arrived.  To be honest, the laptop did not 
generate any additional interest.  Maybe 
we were not using it correctly.  Additional 
information on how others used it 
effectively would be useful. 
  
“I printed a copy of the NYCentral Modeler 
on my home laser printer in black & white, 
placed it in a ring binder for display at the 
exhibit. It was useful as several individuals 
leafed through it. I also created NYCSHS-
specific nametags for Rob and me.  Our 
handout material included the following: 
• Central Headlight 
• 2013 Conference Agenda & Registration 

Form 
• New Membership Form 
• Half-Price Book Offer” 
 

We are looking for members to participate 
in future train and hobby shows, 
representing the Society. 
 
If you would be interested in doing that, 
please contact either Dave Mackay or Noel 
Widdifield. mackdave@optimum.net 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
 
 

  
 

NYCSHS	  Representation	  at	  Train	  and	  Hobby	  Shows	  
Indianapolis	  Great	  Train	  Expo	  with	  Rob	  Doyle	  &	  	  Ron	  Guzicki	  
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Are you a fan of the New York Central?  Are you interested in prototypical modeling? As a 
member of the New York Central System Historical Society, you will receive the Central 
Headlight, our quarterly, acclaimed magazine, and chat with NYC fans and modelers on our 
NYCSHS members-only Yahoo Group.  You can attend our annual conventions, and benefit 
from the first-hand knowledge of former NYCS employees and from the expertise of NYC 
historians, researchers, modelers and writers who will help you with answers to questions about 
NYCS history, locos, rolling stock, structures, and operating practices. Modelers check out the 
NYCentral Modeler at http://www.nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php     Do it right! Join today! 
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Visit our website and join today. http://www.nycshs.org/ 

Get!great!prototype!info!from!!
the!people!who!lived!it...!!
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Regular memberships only $39 per year. 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
 

P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 
 

 2013 New Membership Application Form 
 

 *These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of the 
Society, and these generous contributors will be identified in Central Headlight.  
 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31 and includes four issues of  
Central Headlight. (We are trying to get accurate email and phone #’s for all 
members. Please include them for us on the form below.) 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

City, State _________________________________9-digit Zip ___________________ 

Country, if outside U. S. A. _______________________________________________   
Email Address: _________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Special Interest(s) _______________________________________________________ 

Former NYCS Employee? ________________________________________________ 

Referred by (optional): __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed for 2013:  $____________  For additional years:  $____________ 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.  It may be used to 
contact you about events or information about the NYCSHS.  If you do not wish to have 
the NYCSHS contact you with this information, please check this box:   
 

Members failing to provide their 9-digit Zip cannot be included in the mailing list for 
Central Headlight. The USPS insists that we use the 9-digit code since the magazine is 
mass mailed. 
 

 
Visit the NYCSHS website at www.nycshs.org 

 

 Regular Member — United States $39.00  
     
 Regular Member — Canada & Mexico $44.00  
    
 Regular Member — Other Countries $49.00  
    
 Contributing Member* $50.00  
    
 Sustaining Member* $70.00   
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On the top shelf in this photo is an O-scale 
American Flyer train set that my dad received 
as a boy in the 1920’s.  The locomotive is a 
model # 1218 and the cars are #’s 1202 & 1203. 
The NYC doodlebug on the lower shelf is an 
Aristo Craft 1/29 scale model.  

Many of us have something that belonged 
to our father that brings back wonderful 
memories of our childhood.  An American 
Flyer O-scale train set that was given to 
my dad when he was very young does 
that for me.  That train set was brought out 
once a year throughout my childhood at 
the holidays and run around the 
Christmas tree in our home.  It was very 
treasured by my father and it wasn’t until 
I was in my teens that I was allowed to 
operate it.  I had my own American Flyer 
trains from the age of five, but Dad’s train 
was his own. 

When my dad passed, the train went to 
my youngest brother because he had built 
a beautiful display case for it one year for 
my dad at Christmas.  The train set and 
the case went back to my brother and I 
never thought much about it. 

In July of this year my brother and I were 
talking and he suggested that he wanted 
me to have the train set since I was into 

trains, and he really wasn’t.  So in October, 
the train set arrived at my door and I 
unpacked and displayed it. 

 

 

The box is still in reasonable shape after over 
95 years. The colors are still vivid. 

 

All of the track is still there, but I don’t 
believe that the switches are original. 

 

 

Pop’s	  American	  Flyer	  Train	  Set	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  the	  author	  
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The loco still looks pretty good. Not sure it 
will run and the transformer really  isn’t safe. 

 

 

The passenger cars look like they just came 
out of the box. 

Although I will never attempt to run the 
train, it gives me great pleasure to see it up 
on the shelf looking just like I remember 
from my childhood. 

  

This end view of the cars confirms the 
excellent condition of the set. 

  

It is amazing to look at the technology of a 
century ago.  It probably would still work, but 
I don’t want to take a chance on setting the 
house on fire. 

Our hobby has been around for a long 
time, and I am sure that many of you have 
similar sets in your collection. 

Although, the set is lettered for American 
Flyer and not New York Central, my dad 
was a big fan of the NYC and probably 
would have had a train set of the NYC if it 
had been available. 

         

Pop’s	  American	  Flyer	  Train	  Set	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  by	  the	  author	  
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NYC steam locomotive #374 switching some 
of the wood-bodied coaches that would be 
used for the rebuild program. (Photo Edward 
L. May Memorial Collection) 

During the period 1903-1910, New York 
Central took delivery of many new wood-
bodied passenger coaches in multiple lots 
from Barney and Smith and the Pullman Co.  
The cars featured Gothic style arched 
windows and mahogany wood interiors and 
appeared as coaches and coach-smokers 
seating from 83 to 96 passengers.  These cars 
were either built with or upgraded with a 
Steel Under Frame (SUF) and provided the 
basis for a later rebuild program. Rich 
Stoving, NYCSHS President, notes that since 
SUF cars were not all steel, they were thought 
to be inappropriate for use into GCT; for this 
reason they went to the West Shore, and they 
lasted about 20 years before rebuilding.  A 
photo of NYC B-2 Class 0-6-0 Steam 
Locomotive #374 is shown above working 
the Weehawken, NJ Terminal with one of the 
wood-bodied coaches that would later be 
rebuilt. 

According to Dave Staplin of the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee, toward the end of the 
1920s, the Central evidently started looking 
over the commuter fleet and came up with 

	  

	  

NYCS Passenger Equipment Classification Book 
drawing showing the NYC series #880-972 
coaches.  (David Staplin Collection) 

the idea of re-bodying the SUF cars.  As a 
result, a major effort to revitalize the 
suburban passenger coach fleet got 
underway in 1926 to convert many of the 
SUF coaches to steel cars.  American Car and 
Foundry Company converted 167 SUF 
coaches during the period 1926 through 1930.  
In addition of this effort, the NYC West 
Albany New York Shops converted another 
six cars to the same standards. NYC Coach 
1764, later 11764, and 813 (pictured above) 
were some of those done.  The first cars 
rebuilt were numbered in the 1700 series 
(later renumbered into the 11700 series); 
other number series followed as the 
rebuilding program continued.  After 
multiple renumberings, these cars eventually 
settled into the series #800-972, totaling 173 
cars as documented in a NYC Passenger 
Equipment Class Book dated 1944.  Lot #2027 
produced cars #800-809 by ACF in 1926; Lot 
#2058 produced cars #810-815 by NYC in 
1928; Lot #2077 produced cars #816-898 by 
ACF in 1927-28; Lot #2096 produced cars 
#899-948 by ACF in 1929; and finally Lot 
#2121 produced cars #949-972 by ACF in 
1930. 

NYCS	  Steel	  Coaches	  with	  Wood	  Interior	  Finish	  (Series	  #800	  -‐972)	  
By	  Tom	  Thompson	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  as	  marked.	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2013 62	  

 

 

 

NYC coach #1764 (later #813) fresh out of the 
NYC West Albany Shops.  (NYCSHS Collection) 

The rebuilding process resulted in steel 
coaches for suburban service seating 96 
passengers equipped with axle-
generated electric lighting, a single flush 
toilet, and a washstand.  These rebuilt 
steel cars retained their original Gothic 
style arched windows but with the top 
arched glass portion plated over on the 
outside, yet still visible from the inside of 
the car.  The coaches also retained their 
mahogany wood interior.  A color photo 
of this interior taken by Al Holtz appears 
on page 38, of “NYC Lightning Stripes 
Vol. 2,” by David R. Sweetland.  From 
the outside, all that was visible were 
square, mostly paired windows with a 
taller than normal letterboard above 
them.  This gave the cars a very 

distinctive appearance both inside and 
out.  These coaches are sometimes 
referred to as “West Shore Coaches,” 
because post war photos show them 
most often in service on the River 
Division between Weehawken, NJ, and 
Albany, NY, known as the West Shore 
Route. They were common on the 
Harlem and Putnam Divisions too.  
Some of these cars also saw service on 
the Boston & Albany between Boston 
and Springfield.  West Shore passenger 
service ended in 1959, but these cars 
lasted on the B&A into the early sixties. 
The cars were known to have been 
assigned to the B&A in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s and include: #846, 870, 926, 
and 946. 

 

NYC coach #965 as it appeared in service on 
the NYCS and prior to its sale to the B&M RR 
in April 1951; it would become B&M #1324. 
(Edward L. May Memorial Collection) 

With a few exceptions, the rebuilt cars 
were equipped with NYC Type “R” 4-
wheel trucks and Westinghouse “UC” 
Brakes.  The NYC Class Book dated 1944, 
shows cars # 845, 863, and 889 as having 
the NYC Type “L” 6-wheel trucks; cars # 
938-940, and 948 having the NYC Type 
K” 6-wheel trucks; cars # 937, 941-943, 

NYCS	  Steel	  Coaches	  (Series	  #800	  -‐972)	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Thompson	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  as	  marked.	  
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and 945-947 having NYC Type “K-1-C” 
6-wheel trucks; and car 944 having NYC 
Type “K-2” 6-wheel trucks.  Also of note, 
cars 800, 802-805, and 810-815 had West- 
inghouse “PC” type brakes.  The steel 
underframe consisted of twin 12-inch “I” 
beams running the length of the car 
between the body truck bolsters (not the 
usual heavy fish-belly style girders), and 
four heavy cross bearers.  A triangular-
looking plate appeared at four locations 
along the bottom of the car sides where 
the cross bear-ends connected to a truss 
built into the sidewall of the car below 
the windows, in place of truss rods.  
Photos show a body-mounted electrical 
generator and two battery boxes, with 
one box mounted on each side of the car 
underbody.  An uncommon variation 
had both battery boxes on the same side 
of the car. 

 

Author’s model of B&M #1321 showing the 
electrical conduit on the roof used for head-
end train lighting on the B&M RR. (Photo by 
Tom Thompson) 

As NYC reduced commuter rail services in 
the 1950s, the need for many of these cars 
diminished.  During the period 1951-1953, 
NYC sold a total of 95 of these coaches to 
the B&M; all were equipped with 4 wheel 
trucks.  The B&M retained the axle-
generated electrical systems and added 
head-end train lighting as well.  In B&M 
service these cars were numbered 1300-
1394.  Cars numbered 1300-1339 retained 

their vestibule doors and end diaphragms, 
while cars # 1340-1394 (except 1343 
retaining its vestibule doors and end 
diaphragms) had their vestibule doors and 
diaphragms removed.  All were used in 
B&M’s Boston suburban service until 
replaced by Budd RDCs beginning 
October 1956, with the last retired 
November 29, 1957. 

 

B&M #1343 (formerly NYC #800) now 
awaiting the scrapper’s torch on December 2, 
1957.  (Photo by Leroy C. Hutchinson) 

   

Interior of B&M #1300 on June 13, 1957; the 
fancy wood interior finish visible but 
painted over, and the car was now retired 
and up for sale. (B&M Photo-Alan E. 
MacMillian Collection) 

NYCS	  Steel	  Coaches	  (Series	  #800	  -‐972)	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Thompson	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  as	  marked.	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  1st Quarter 2013 64	  

The Bethlehem Car Works offers HO 
Scale Sparrow’s Point Kit #SP-51 with an 
MSRP $67.50 for modeling these coaches.  

The kit consists of a Branchline Trains 
standard coach core with etched brass 
car sides, clear window material, and 
dimensional plastic strips to modify the 
underframe and to provide spacers for 
mounting the car sides. Decals are 
provided with the kit.   

 

Author’s model of NYC coach #846 using the 
Bethlehem Car Works kit and showing the 
side of the car with the toilet facility. (Photo 
by Tom Thompson) 

The plastic Ward Vent inserts that come 
with the roof casting must be realigned 
to match the prototype.  The adjustments 
are done on the insert end portions, so 
the 10 vents per insert do not have to be 
separated to accomplish this.  The kit 
comes less trucks and couplers.  
Walthers 4 Wheel Heavyweight Trucks 
(#933-1077) are a good match for the 
NYC Type “R” Trucks used on the 
prototype.  The plastic body bolsters 
must be modified to provide clearances 
needed to mount these trucks.   

 

 

 

Author’s model of NYC coach #846 showing 
the alternate side of the car. (Photo by Tom 
Thompson) 

This is easily accomplished using a 
Dremel Moto-Tool with a #250-115 steel 
cutter. These trucks mount easily using a 
3-48 Round Head Machine Screw ¼” 
long.  Use the center hole in the body 
bolster for mounting each truck; taping 
this hole with a 3-48 tap is 
recommended.  I used a 50-50 mix of 
Scalecoat Pullman Green and Coach 
Olive to get what I considered an 
acceptable coach color.  This is a 
craftsman kit that took me a couple 
weeks to complete.  The resulting model 
blends nicely with standard Branchline 
coaches, but provides a bit of variety that 
I certainly welcomed. 

Special thanks go to Rich Stoving and 
Dave Staplin without whose technical 
assistance and photos this model and 
article would not be possible.   

   

 

 

NYCS	  Steel	  Coaches	  (Series	  #800	  -‐972)	  (Continued)	  
By	  Tom	  Thompson	  	  	  	  	  	  Photos	  as	  marked.	  
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car    

Manhattan’s Greatest Train Yard  By Ron Parisi 
 

 

 

Charlie Crawford’s Modular HO NYC’s     
Adirondack Division 

    

In our next issue we will begin again the long-
awaited continuation of the saga of the West 
Side Freight Line by Ron Parisi.  The April 2013 
issue will be the first of a two-part series by 
Ron on the New York Central’s 60th Street Yard 
in downtown Manhattan. This yard was fully 
developed following the Civil War and 
improvements in the 1930’s added the capability 
to service the 55 to 60 steam locomotives that 
called this yard their home. 

Charlie Crawford, NMRA 
M.M.R #466, is a fine modeler 
who has created a series of 
modules for his layout of the 
NYC Adirondack Division in 
HO-scale. 

He first saw modular clubs in 
the Atlanta area and that 
caused him to develop his 
modeling skills starting with 
a small section and then 
expanding to his present 
layout. 

In modeling the Adirondack 
Division, his layout has some 
interesting town names.  Join 
us to see his layout in the 
next issue.   
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Photo Section     
The Observation Car  
Tom Bailey Returns with an Article on His NYC Layout 

 

Tom described kitbashing of this NYC H-7 in two earlier articles in our magazine. He 
returns to tell us about his layout.  He told us earlier that he couldn’t do a good job of 
photographing his layout so he wouldn’t be able to write an article.  As you can see, he 
figured out how and sent us a nice story about his interesting layout.  Look for coverage 
in the next issue. (Tom Bailey Photo) 

As we prepare a series of 
advertisements for several 
magazines to recruit new 
members, we always try to 
include some NYC models in 
the ads.  When I saw this one 
on my desktop I had to 
include it  here.  It is on Tom 
Gerbracht’s O-scale layout 
featured in an earlier edition.	  
(Tom	  Gerbracht	  Photo)	  	  
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Photo Section     

The Observation Car  
Dick Palmer’s dad worked in Syracuse on the NYC.  He sent some of his dad’s 
photos to us so we are passing them on to you. They were all taken in the 
Syracuse area according to Dick. 

  

  

  
(Photos from Clyde Palmer provided by Dick Palmer) 
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Photo Section     

The Observation Car  
Alan Bell Returns To Tell Us More About Modeling Albany, NY 

 

Alan has recreated NYC operations around the Albany, NY area for us in past issues.  He returns to 
tell us about “A Busy Day at Albany Union Station” in our April 2013 edition.  The above is a view 
of Albany as seen by visitors entering Alan’s layout room.  Hudson J-1e 5330 rushes train 10, The 
Mohawk towards Albany Union Station seen in the background.  The upper level is staging at 
Hoffmans (for trains departing/arriving Syracuse).  (Alan Bell Photo) 
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The New York Central System Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that their 2013 Annual Meeting & Convention will be held 
Friday, April 26 through Sunday, April 28, 2013, in Poughkeepsie, NY, 
at the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel in Poughkeepsie.  

Visit several historic sites and then join us in the evening at the hotel 
for a series of speakers on Friday.  On Saturday, ride a Metro North 
train along the NYC Hudson and Electric Divisions to the Grand 
Central Terminal and return to the hotel for the banquet and speaker. 

On Sunday take a guided tour of the Metro North Diesel-Electric shops 
at Harmon and return to the hotel in the evening. 

For the modelers, this will be an opportunity to come and see some 
new projects the society is working on and to meet some of the people 
who are helping to expand this area, while other NYC fans can meet 
and talk with former NYC employees from different fields about their 
stories and experiences.  There will be several speakers talking about 
NYCS modeling at the convention.  Be sure you don’t miss this event. 
 
Watch the website: www.nycshs.org for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Dick Barrett at 
Rich645@aol.com or visit our website: www.NYCSHS.com for a 
registration form. (See page 34 for registration form) 

As we travel through the winter, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
April 2013 edition.  You should be doing a lot of model railroading 
during the winter months, and we know that you will be building 
models and running your railroads because you will be spending most 
of your time indoors. If you are building things for your railroad or 
running your trains, this would be a good time to take some photos 
and do an article for us.  Even if you don’t feel you can write an article, 
just send us some photos of your layout.  We need them for all of our 
publications, but to make the next one, send them to us by March 1, 
2013.  Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Thanks, Noel 

NYCSHS 2013 Annual Meeting  
Preview Of 2nd 
Quarter 2013 

issue 
 

The sun is setting at the end of 
the day on  Charlie Crawford’s 

HO-scale modular layout.  
Charlie is an NMRA Master 

Model Railroader and it shows. 

The next issue will have the first of a 
series by Ron Parisi on Manhattan’s 

biggest yard.  We will also have 
another article by Alan Bell. 
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Look for another 
detailed structure 

drawing from 
Manuel Duran-

Duran in the April 
2013 edition. 
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