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So far my prototypical HO scale depiction of the West Side Freight Line consists of two totally 
operational HOTRAK MODULES centered on the downtown Meat District.  The time period they 
are set in is the 1950s.  They were started in 1983 and just recently refurbished.  These modules are 
2’ wide x 4’ long and have scores of pages of specs covering everything from track locations, 
construction, materials, and electrical standards.   These types of modules have fallen out of favor 
today being replaced by the more egalitarian and operationally prototypical FREE-MO modules. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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New York Central System Historical Society 
 

The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several 
former employees of the New 
York Central Railroad. The 
NYCSHS is chartered as a non-
profit corporation under the laws 
of the state of Ohio. The mission 
of the NYCSHS is to perpetuate 
the legacy of the New York 
Central System and its 
predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through the acquisition and 
preservation of their various 
histories, traditions, documents, 
records, and artifacts; and 
through the dissemination of 
accurate information in a manner 
that is consistent with good 
stewardship and preservation.  
Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 
Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. Only  

available to members, each 
issue contains a wealth of 
information each quarter. 
From steam to diesel (and 
electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branch line 
to mainline, and from the 
early days of Vanderbilt to 
the waning months of 
Young and Perlman, the 
Central Headlight covers it all. 
Our Annual Meetings are 
also events not to be missed, 
focusing on the preservation 
of New York Central 
railroad history with 
informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and 
drawings available for 
purchase. Membership is 
open to all so don't delay! 
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The Big Push   by President, R. L.  Stoving 

As a modeler, do you have a “big push” time of year?  I do, and it’s just about here.  It’s right after 
Christmas.  I recall that my first big push came after a Christmas when I was only eight years old.  
The tree in our living room was about to come down, meaning that my American Flyer 3-rail 
train set would be packed away for another year.  That wouldn’t do as far as I was concerned, so I 
petitioned my parents to let me put up a permanent layout in my bedroom.  With the help of my 
grandfather, my first train table was built, and by March, I was able to run trains whenever I 
wanted. 

 My most recent big push was begun last January, 67 years and nine layouts later. It was to 
scenic the final unfinished section of my current HO basement layout.  The task was completed 
by the end of March. 

 By “big push” I mean a project that generally takes quite a bit of time, makes a considerable 
mess, and usually requires a suspension of operations.  Examples might include an extension of 
the layout beyond its original size, rewiring for DCC, replacing a scenicked section that somehow  
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The Big Push  (Continued)      by President, R. L.  Stoving 

doesn’t look quite right, redesigning a yard -- you get the picture. 

 I’ve found that by dividing up such projects into manageable parts that can be accomplished in 
specified periods of time, I am more likely to complete the work before the return of more 
pleasant weather. 

 I suspect the onset of really cold weather has much to do with the timing of my large modeling 
projects, but I think recollections of Christmases past, filled with memories of trains, both real and 
in miniature, figure in as well.  

 If there’s a major project lurking in your future, you might want to try my approach.  But don’t 
do it unless you really want to.  Remember, model railroading should always be fun. 

      
Richard L. Stoving, President, NYCSHS        

Photos by Rich Stoving 

 

Like To Talk With Other NYCS Fans? 

If you are a current member of the NYCSHS, you can join others with long-time experience on the 
NYC by signing up for our NYCSHS Yahoo Group.  Join a current discussion, start your own or 
just ask a question and you will be chatting with NYC ex-employees and modelers.  Sign up today 
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSHS-Members/  All you need to do is log on and send 
us your name and membership number, and you will be quickly approved to join this exciting 
member’s group. 

Not a member?  Join today on our website: http://www.nycshs.org/  You can use the new 
convenient PayPalTM system to quickly become a part of this exciting group of people dedicated to 
the preservation of the memory of the world’s greatest railroad.  History and model railroading 
make the NYCSHS an exhilarating organization.  Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity. 
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From the Cab  The NYCentral Modeler 

This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the 
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – all rights 
reserved. It may be reproduced for personal 
use only. It is not for sale. 

Articles and photos submitted for publication 
are encouraged.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative.  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted for 
publication. 

Please contact the editor for information and 
guidelines for submission.  We have a style 
guide to be used for all articles and this will 
be sent to any aspiring author.  Photos should 
be submitted at not less than 640 X 480 pixels 
and in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements 
and opinions made are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Society. 

We make ever effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct, but do not guarantee it 
for accuracy.  All articles and photos should 
be sent to: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

 

After completing our last edition, I spent some 
time reviewing the feedback we have received 
from our readers.  It was very pleasing to hear all 
of the positive comments and suggestions you 
have provided to us.  We thank you for all of them. 

Publishing the NYCentral Modeler takes a lot of 
time, but I enjoy every minute of it because I get to 
see some of the really nice modeling being done 
with the NYCS.  I also get to work directly with the 
authors as they put together their articles and 
photos. 

I only wish that I could personally visit with each 
of our readers and see their collections and layouts.  
I can only hope that more of you will be willing to 
share your modeling and collecting with us. 

During the winter months, most of you will be 
busy completing those models that have been on 
your workbench over the summer or finishing 
another part of your layout.  If you are a collector, 
this is the time of year to add that missing loco or 
favorite car. Whatever you do, have a wonderful 
winter and keep us in mind for an article or photo. 

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections to  NYCBigFour@comcast.net. 

I look forward to future editions and your 
comments.  Thanks, Noel 

NYCSHS Publications and Information 
NYCSHS Central Headlight  R. L. Stoving stoving@pdt.net  NYCSHS Books www.nycshs.org  

NYCSHS Website  www.nycshs.org      

NYC Drawings Tom Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com  

NYC Passenger Car Information  Hugh Guillaume  mguillaume1224@aol.com 

NYCSHS NYCentral Modeler  Noel Widdifield NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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For Ron as an avid lover of all things New York, modeling the New York Central 
was an easy choice. Early trips with his maternal grandmother up to 
Poughkeepsie on the Central on balmy, summer, Friday afternoons familiarized 
him with Grand Central Station. He inspected the ponderous, grimy, electric 
engines from the platform before they left. He remembers dinner on the train as 
they glided up the east bank of the Hudson.  Years later, a six-month temporary 
work assignment for his father took the family to a Detroit suburb where their 
house was a half a block from the Grand Trunk Western four-track main line of 
the Durand Division. It was 1958 and he was to be witness to the last six months 	  

Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  	  “NYCRR	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Line	  –	  The	  Model	  Overview”	  -‐	  Page	  1	  

	  

of GTW mainline steam. Most mornings at 6:30 he was awakened by the passing of the 
streamlined U-4-b Northerns at speed as their deep-throated whistles warned their way through 
numerous grade crossings. He was amazed at the fact that Manhattan was an island. He began to 
sense the scope of the Port of New York. He soon stumbled across the New York Central’s West 
Side Freight Line. He was hooked as an urban model railroader. The fact that he might be able to 
add tracks through a re-creation of a city was exciting to him. He has never been an operator of 
model trains. His interest has been in modeling the buildings, and creating the environment of the 
steel railed highways in a historical sense. Documenting and building his model of the Freight Line 
was his first major exercise.  Since then he discovered where rails met the water. Car floats, 
transfer bridges, piers, railroad tugs, and lighters are all of the ways he plans on re-creating a few 
scenes of the Central’s 60th Street Yard. 

David	  Mackay	  	  	  	  “Help	  the	  Society	  Grow	  –	  Man	  Those	  Booths”	  -‐	  Page	  28	  

	  
Dave spent his youth is Bergenfield, NJ, along New York Central’s River 
Division, watching various freight trains of the “Road to the Future”, such as WK-
2, WD-5 and ML-12. This, along with a 4’ x 8’ HO layout he received for 
Christmas, started a lifelong quest for NYC River Division and NYC information.  

	  He currently resides in Ringwood, NJ with his wife Annette (a NYC China collector), and has 
amassed a HO Diesel collection currently at 80 different models, nearly every model the NYC 
had, although all of them aren’t finished yet. 

After Dave’s last move, he is re-constructing his shelf layout of the River Division from 
Bergenfield’s MP 12 to the Ivy Lane bridge in Haworth, MP14 during 1953. He is including the 
NYO&W freight and passenger service also.  

New York Central Extra Board 

Read About Our Authors 

Title Photo (Left) “Engine Crew 
Dispatcher Springfield, Ohio 3/22/50 
NYC Photo NYCSHS Collection 
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Tony	   Koester	   is	   the	   editor	   of	   Kalmbach's	   annual	  Model	   Railroad	   Planning	   and	   a	  
contributing	  editor	  to	  Model	  Railroader.	  He	  is	  also	  the	  co-‐founder	  of	  the	  Nickel	  Plate	  
Road	  Historical	  &	  Technical	   Society	   (1966)	   and	  was	   the	   editor	   of	  Railroad	  Model	  
Craftsman	   in	   the	   1970s	   and	   early	   1980s.	   He	   retired	   from	   a	   20-‐year	  
telecommunications	   career	  at	  Bell	  Labs	   (later	  Bell	  Communications	  Research	  and	  
today	   Telcordia	   Technologies)	   in	   2001	   and	   has	   worked	   as	   a	   contractor	   for	  

Kalmbach	   since	   then.	  His	   ninth	  book	  on	  model	   railroading	  was	  published	  by	  Kalmbach	   last	   fall.	   Tony	   is	  
modeling	  the	  Nickel	  Plate	  in	  west-‐central	  Indiana	  in	  1954	  when	  steam	  still	  ruled	  the	  St.	  Louis	  Division.	  This	  
is	  the	  conclusion	  of	  the	  interview	  included	  in	  the	  last	  issue	  of	  the	  NYCentral	  Modeler.	  

	  

	  

New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

David	  Mackay	  (Continued)	  	  	  “Help	  the	  Society	  Grow	  –	  Man	  Those	  Booths”	  -‐	  Page	  28	  

	  
Dave is the Training Director for a Hydronic Heating Manufacturer’s Rep. Agency in the 
Metropolitan NY & NJ Area. Dave’s Society participation started from attending his first NYCSHS 
Annual Convention in Albany, NY, last year, and wanting to help with growth of the Society. This 
was in part due to the modeling assistance he has received from NYCSHS President, Rich Stoving, 
who grew up on the River Division at Dumont, NJ, MP13. 

 
Tony	  Koester	  	  “Interview	  with	  Tony	  Koester	  –	  Part	  2”	  -‐	  Page	  30	  

	  

Jim was born August 13, 1948 in northern Ohio near the B&O, NKP, 
and NYC rail lines. The NYC is one of Jim's two favorite railroads, the 
Atlantic Coast Line being the other. Jim is fortunate enough to 
remember the last of steam power on the B&O, NKP, and NYC. 
  
At age 15 his family moved to central Florida where Jim lived for the 	  
	  next 17 years before returning to Ohio.	  
	  

Jim	  Six	  	  “Recreating	  the	  NYC	  Michigan	  Division	  Circa	  1955”	  -‐	  Page	  40	  

	  

Jim is a 1977 graduate of the University of Central Florida and has completed graduate studies in 
physics, engineering, and mathematics from Bowling Green State University, Toledo University, 
and Baldwin Wallace College. Jim worked in the nuclear power industry for twenty years before 
taking early retirement, but soon returned to work as a structural and manufacturing engineer. He 
is presently working as a manufacturing engineer during the day and is a professor of engineering 
for Purdue University, evenings.	  



	   	   	  
	   	   	  
	   	   	  

NYCentral Modeler   1st Issue 2012	  	   7	  

	   	  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim is president of the NMRA Michiana Division, Midwest Region. He has been married to wife 
Joanne for more than thirty years. They have four children, eight grand children, and one great 
grandson. Joanne and Jim live among the Amish just outside of Millersburg, IN. Many of the family 
friends are Amish and in fact, Jim’s grandfather on his dad's side was born Amish in Lancaster County 
PA. 
 

Larry	  was	  born	  and	  raised	  in	  upstate	  New	  York.	  	  He	  grew	  up	  near	  the	  B	  &	  A	  mainline	  
in	   the	  Chatham	  area	  and	   in	  Philmont	  on	  the	  NYC’s	  Harlem	  Division.	   	  He	  graduated	  
from	  Taconic	  Hills	   Central	  High	   in	   1979.	   	   Larry	   joined	   the	  U.S.	   Air	   Force	   in	   1980,	  
retiring	  after	  twenty	  years	  as	  a	  jet	  engine	  mechanic	  on	  F-‐15	  Eagle	  and	  F-‐16	  Fighting	  
Falcon	  aircraft.	  He	  has	  worked	  in	  Civil Service for the USAF as a jet engine mechanic 
since 2003.	  	  

A	   life	  member	   of	   the	  NYCSHS	   since	   1981,	   his	  main	   railroad	   interest	   is	   the	  NYC’s	  Hudson	  Division,	   circa	  
1952–53.	   	  He	   is	   currently	   scratchbuilding	  HO	   structures	   for	   a	  Harmon-‐based	   layout.	   Larry	   and	  his	  wife,	  
Victoria	  (his	  childhood	  sweetheart)	  have	  four	  children	  and	  seven	  grandchildren.	  	  Larry	  and	  Victoria	  live	  in	  
the	  Arizona	  desert	  in	  metropolitan	  Phoenix.	  

This	  is	  Larry’s	  second	  article	  in	  the	  NYCentral	  Modeler.	  His	  article	  on	  building	  the	  CD	  tower	  was	  in	  our	  last	  
edition.	  

Tom is an Assistant Editor of NYCentral Modeler and this is his first article for the magazine. 

	  

New York Central Extra Board  

(Continued) 

Jim	  Six	  (Continued)	  “Recreating	  the	  NYC	  Michigan	  Division	  Circa	  1955”	  -‐	  Page	  40	  

	  

Larry	  Faulkner	  	  “Scratchbuilding	  NYC’s	  CR	  Tower	  in	  HO	  Scale”	  -‐	  Page	  48	  

	  

Tom	  Bailey	  	  “Kitbashing	  HO	  NYC	  Steam	  Locomotives”	  -‐	  Page	  53	  
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In this column, you will find information 
about new models coming out from various 
manufacturers and New York Central 
coverage in various modeling and railroading 
magazines.  
 
Intermountain is offering a modified 1937 10’-
6” inside height boxcar in the NYC Green 
paint scheme.  There will be six car numbers 
and they should be available by May or June 
of 2012.   
 

 
Intermountain modified 1937 10’-6” boxcar in 
Pacemaker Green paint scene in HO. 
 
Intermountain F-7a & B’s in HO should be 
available in the Cigar Band Scheme with or 
without sound in the April/May timeperiod 
this year.  There are four road numbers for the 
A-units and three numbers for the B-units.  
 

 
 
Intermountain F-7 A in Cigar Band markings in HO. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Intermountain F-7 B in Cigar Band markings in HO. 
 
Red Caboose is offering Evans 100-Ton 1960s 
Coil Cars with PLE marks in both HO and N 
Scale.  There are six numbers in HO available 
in June/July 2012.  The N Scale cars should 
have been available in mid-December 2011. 
 

 
Evans 100-ton 196’s Coil Car in N scale. 
 
As Reported Before - Updates:
 
BLI early steel boxcars expected in Dec 2011. 
 
Intermountain’s Pacemaker Boxcars in HO 
should be available in January.  They should 
have the correct ends and black roofs. First 
and last versions have white reporting marks 
and later cars should have black reporting 
marks.  Also, they missed the change in the 
font size for the alpha portion of the reporting 
marks from nine inch to eleven inch. 
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Atlas Model Railroad Company is offering a 
new Alco HH660. These high hood switchers 
built in the 1930s, feature all new tooling, 
early Blunt truck with separate brake 
cylinders, separately-applied metal grab irons 
and lift rings, directional lighting with golden-
white LED’s, and a five-pole skew wound 
motor with dual flywheels.  In the Silver 
Series models, the HH660 comes with an 
eight-pin plug for DCC, and in the Gold Series 
the electronic QSI Quantum System Dual 
Mode decoder allows the locomotive to run in 
DCC or DC. In the Silver Series, road names in 
multiple numbers include the New York 
Central.  Silver Series $149.95 and Gold Series 
$259.95. 

 

 
Atlas Alco HH660 High Hood switcher in HO. 
 
InterMountain Railway Company N Scale 
Centrailia Car Shops Eastern Diner Cars for 
the NYC 20th Century. This new N scale 
Centralia Car Shops Eastern Diner is a 
smooth side, 44-seat dining car. This version is 
decorated in the 2-tone gray of the 20th 
Century Limited, with side pin stripes and 
black roof. The model includes finely molded 
interior details and interior lighting. The car is 
equipped with wire grab irons, under body 
details, and Micro-Trains® trucks and 
couplers.  $49.95. 

  
 

 

 
 
Intermountain N Scale 20th Century smoothside 44-
seat dining cars.  
 
The N scale Centralia Car Shops Eastern
Diner is also a smooth side, 44-seat dining car. 
This version is decorated in the reverse 2-tone 
gray of the NYC Post War scheme, with white 
stripes and black roof. The model features 
molded interior details and lighting. It is also 
equipped with wire grab irons, under body 
details, and Micro-Trains® trucks and 
couplers. 

 

 

 
New N scale Centralia Car Shops Eastern Diner is a 
smooth side, 44-seat dining car. 
 
Broadway Limited is releasing an EMD 
NW2/2W7 with a minimum run and featuring 
the Paragon2 sound and control, integral DCC 
decoder with back EMF, precision drive 
mechanism, five-pole can motor with skew 
wound armature and operating knuckle 
couplers.  P&LE.   $199.99. 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
         By Jim Benedict, Associate Editor 

Noel Widdifield provided all of the information for this 
page and the following four pages for “What’s New for 
NYCS Modeling”. 
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Broadway Limited P&LE EMD NW2/2W7 (Shown in 
undecorated.) 
 
American Z Line has released a GP30 
locomotive, two cabooses, 3-bay hoppers, and 
a pack of tank cars. The cars will come fully 
assembled and ready to run.   
 
A New York Central GP-30 is available in 
three new road numbers. They are 6116, 6121 
and 6124. Road specific details include single 
air horns above the cab windows and the lack 
of dynamic brakes retailing for $159.00.   
 
 

 
American Z Line GP-30. 
 
 

      
American Z Line 33-foot offset-side-2 bay hopper. 

 
 

 
 
River Raisin Models S scale USRA 0-6-0 switcher. 
 
Aristo Craft RDC-3 in New York Central.  It 
comes with a polished extruded aluminum 
body, two ball-bearing equipped motor 
drives, a high volume smoke unit, and it is 
sound, DCC and R/C ready. It has a detailed 
interior with LED lighting, realistic lettering, 
painting & numbering.  Scale: 1:29. 

 
Aristo Craft RDC-3 in 1/29 Large Scale. 
 
USA Trains 60 foot Steel Boxcar in New York 
Central with operating sliding doors, full 
underbody detail, cushioned couplers, and 
die-cast trucks with spinning wheel journals. 
Scale: 1/29. 

 
USA Trains 60-foot steel boxcar in 1/29 Large Scale. 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
         By Jim Benedict, Associate Editor River Raisin Models is importing new S 

scale USRA 0-6-0 switchers from Boo Rim 
Precision. The locomotive will be available 
for NYC and several other roadnames, 
factory-painted models. They will be 
available early next year. The models will 
retail for $1499.00.  



 

NYCentral Modeler         1st Quarter 2012 11 

 
 
Newly Released NYC or NYC-Related 
Publications. 
 
The article “Interlocking Tower Sterling 
Station, New York” was in NMRA Magazine 
October 2011.  The article was about 
interlocking tower in Sterling Station, New 
York, for the NYC and Lehigh Valley.  The 
article included details about the history, 
operation, restoration, and modeling of the 
tower. 
 
Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad from Morning 
Sun Books by Samuel Beck and Bill Gustason. 
Partially owned by the New York Central, the 
unglamorous task of switching and 
transferring freight from one railroad to 
another fell to this notable terminal road in 
the Chicago area. 

   
Following the creation of the Indiana Harbor 
Belt; the railroad continued to grow, operating 
two other railroads, which were located 
around East Chicago and the Illinois/Indiana 
state line. First, the NYC leased for the IHB, 
the Chicago, Indiana & Southern, which 
operated the lakefront north of Gibson. Soon 
after it took over operations of the CI&S, the 

IHB picked up the Gary & Western, which 
served the heavily industrialized area of Gary, 
Indiana. http://www.american-
rails.com/indiana-harbor-belt.html 
 
Hardcover with jacket, 128 pages, 8.5 x 11 x .5 
in., all color photographs with captions. 
http://www.morningsunbooks.com/new.ht
ml 
 
Merchants Despatch by Roger Hinman. 
 
Merchants Despatch or, to give its full name, 
Merchants Despatch Transportation or MDT, 
was one of the largest owners and operators 
of refrigerator cars in the United States. 
Though owned by New York Central, it was 
independently operated from a headquarters 
in Chicago and operated a major shop at East 
Rochester, New York. Over the years, not only 
refrigerator cars for MDT and it subsidiaries 
such as Northern Refrigerator Line, but many 
freight cars for New York Central, were built 
at Despatch Shops.  

    
This company, with origins in the American 
Express Company in 1849, eventually was 
incorporated in its own right and survived 
beyond the Penn Central merger into the 
Conrail era. This book describes that 150-year 
history in some detail, emphasizing the 
construction and operation of refrigerator and 
other freight cars. It contains a great wealth of 
photo illustrations, the majority never before 
published.

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
         By Jim Benedict, Associate Editor 



 

NYCentral Modeler         1st Quarter 2012 12 

  
MDT leased cars to other railroads and 
managed its own fleet of thousands of cars, 
before finally closing in 2000. 
 
The book will provide freight car enthusiasts 
as well as New York Central fans with much 
interesting and valuable history and 
information.  
 
The cover emphasizes the primary work of 
MDT, its refrigerator cars. Publication date 
expected to be released in early 2012. 
 
Hard cover. 296 pages. $65.00 
 
Decals: 
 
Model Memories, LLC.  Decals for the NYC 
and NH Heavy Electric locos have not been 
available for many years. Modelers who had 
brass models of these locomotives were out of 
luck when looking for decals. Model 
Memories is offering a series of decals for 
these models starting with the NYC P-2b 
locomotive in the Lightning Stripe scheme. 
Following-on will be decals for early versions 
of the NYC R, S, and T class electric motors as 
well as the NH EP-5 in McGinnis colors. 
 

 
Model Memories, LLC offers the NYC P-2b 
Electric Locomotive decal set. 
 
Features include painting template, all 
numbers in the series for the loco (no need to 
cut-n-fit), accurate lettering. 

 

 
Price NYC P-2b Electric Decal Set  #DECALP2 
$8.95 including postage. 
http://www.modelmemories.com/hosig.htm
#decals 

 
We spend a lot of time soliciting articles, 
researching new products, editing, laying out 
and publishing the NYCentral Modeler.  We 
would love to hear from you about what you 
think about our publication and our articles.  
Send us an email and let us know what you 
are thinking. 
 
Let us sign you up for email notification of 
our publication and other NYCSHS events.
 
Tell us what you would like to read and see 
and remind us of any mistakes we make.  
Send us an email today to 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
         By Jim Benedict, Associate Editor 

Send Us Your Feedback 
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Corrections to NYCentral Modeler 4th Quarter 
2010: 
 
In Will Boyle’s “New York Central USRA 3-
bay Panel Side 70-ton Hopper article we 
printed two photos on page 26 of the 4th 
Quarter 2011 NYCentral Modeler that were the 
same photos rather than one of a Smooth Side 
Hopper and the other of a Rib Side Hopper. 
We apologize to Will and our readers that this 
mistake occurred and have printed the two 
correct photos on this page.  This was a 
mistake made by your editor and not by Will.   
Thank you to all who called this error to my 
attention. 
 
The correct photos for Will’s great article: 

 
Car 903500, Lot 814-H, exemplifies the inside-stake (smooth 
side) hopper cars of the AAR 70-ton design, NYC Spec 945-B as 
built at East. 

 
USRA Rib Side Hopper Car 915709 was from Lot 488-H and 
is shown at East Rochester in 1946. 
 

 
 
 
 

Why Join the NYCSHS? 
Let Us Count the Reasons! 

 
• Quarterly Magazine – Central 

Headlight 
• Access to Detailed NYC Drawings 
• Member Prices on NYCSHS 

Books 
• Membership on NYCSHS Yahoo 

Group 
• Annual Convention 
• Access to Modeling Resources 
• Access to Former NYC Employees 

 
Pick up a membership application at: 
http://www.nycshs.org 
 
 

        
   

         

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?         
         By Jim Benedict, Associate Editor 

 

 
NYCentral Modeler 

4thQuarter 2011 

      NYCENTRAL  MODELER  

New York Central System Modeling 

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

The NYCentral Modeler focuses on providing information about 
modeling of the railroad in all scales. This issue features articles, 
photos, and reviews of NYC related models and layouts. The 
objective for the publication is to help members improve their 
ability to model the New York Central and promote modeling 
interests. 

In our continued focus for the NYCentral Modeler on modeling of the New York Central System, we want 
to remind our readers that November is National Model Railroad Month.  This gives all of us a chance to 
reach out to potential members and to young people to introduce them to the joys of modeling and to the 
excitement of the history of the New York Central. 

This activity gives us the opportunity to really be creative in how we go about celebrating the month.  
Activities can range from taking a model to work for display on your desk to a full up open house 
featuring your layout.  If you are a member of a railroad club you might consider a club open house, 
putting on modeling clinics or just putting up a display at your local library or school. Continued on page 24. 

November is National Model Railroad Month 

 

4th Quarter 2011 

Index  

15 

26 

NYC Lines West in O Scale 

NYC Three-Bay Panel Side 
Hopper 

The NYCSHS provides considerable 
information about the NYC Railroad 
very useful for modelers. Pages 2 & 3. 

Modeling Along the Water Level Route 

10 

The NYC in New Zealand 32 

1930’s Garage in G Scale 38 

Creating a NYC U-3f  
in Australia 

42 

Lighting a Basement  
Layout 48 

Jim Six’s 0-8-0 positioning a hopper. 

Jim Six Photo 

Interview with 
Tony  Koester 
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Module 1 encompasses one entire block and 
portions of two others on the elevated 
viaduct section of the Line, fronting to the 
east on Washington Street, and between 
Little West 12th Street to the north and 
Gansevoort Street to the south.   It is in a pre-
grid area of New York City (that is, streets 
laid out or in use before 1812); hence little 
West 12th Street has a diagonal alignment.   
The block has been selectively compressed in 
the module to better function in the space 
restrictions of the 2’ X 4’ HOTRAK modules’ 
requirements. 

Module 2 continues south on the Line, 
encompassing one-and-a-half blocks, also 
fronting Washington Street on the east, 
between Gansevoort Street on the north, and 
Horatio Street found near its southern end.   
See photo on the lower right for a plan of the 
module.  Both are fully functioning HOTRAK 
modules.  

The modules depict a portion of the WSFL 
served by the elevated viaduct with its 
transverse steel plate-girders resting on thick 
webbed and flanged columns. Concrete 
decked sections span mid-blocks and art deco 

inspired wrought iron railing and steel girder 
bridges span the streets.	  

The structure was designed by J.W. Phau of 
the New York Central engineering 
department who was also responsible for the 
basic design of the decorative elements of the 
elevated West Side Highway; hence their 
similarity.   

	  	  	  	  

	  

Module	  2	  from	  above.	  

Ron’s	  detailed	  plan	  for	  Module	  	  2.	  

	  

West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	  	  	  	  	  	  by	  Ron	  Parisi	  

Module	  1	  from	  above.	  



	  

NYCentral	  Modeler	   	   1st	  Quarter	  2012	   15	  

	  	  The track plan for this section of the Line is 
prototypically three tracks wide as are the 
modules (East and West Main, with a west 
siding to serve Fudim Brothers and the 
Manhattan Refrigerating Company.  
However, the modules have three sets of 
crossovers, which occur on the prototype 
either to the north or south of the sections 
modeled.   They were included on the 
modules to facilitate setting out cars at the 
various buildings as well as to provide main 
line switching during operation. 

The modules’ bench work is of 3/4” and 
5/8” birch plywood butt-glued and screwed 
together.  I felt sturdiness was important both 
in light of the abuse they would take in 
transportation and in order to provide a 
stable base for the more fragile buildings.  I 
transport the modules with sky boards (back 
grounds) in place, removable plywood ends 
and five-sided canvas covers.  Clear ¼” 
acrylic is bolted to the front at all times.  

 

This	  photo	  shows	  module	  2	  packaged	  and	  covered	  
for	  transportation	  to	  events.	  	  

The basic street and sidewalk floor plan was 
laid out and the sidewalks were fabricated 
from sheet styrene .080 thick.  The sidewalks 
were scribed, painted and weathered to 
represent having been constructed at various 
times as well as being in various states of 
repair.  The streets, as was prototypical 
(before being asphalt paved); are meant to be 
Belgian blocks -- commonly called 
cobblestones, a misnomer.  To achieve the 
block streets, four master sections were cast 
and carved in plaster to simulate: – a long 
straight section, an extra wide section to 
replicate the intersection of north/south 
streets with east/west streets, and two more 
sections with details such as large electrical 
vault doors and various size and shape holes 
that take man hole covers that the different 
utilities used.  

	  

Ron	  cast	  the	  unique	  Belgian	  block	  structure	  of	  the	  
New	  York	  streets	  in	  this	  area.	  

I created and cast an authentic set of manhole 
covers from artwork I drew to represent the 
various utilities’ designs.  Each utility 
company created unique patterns to 
differentiate their underground tunnels and 
conduits.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  (Continued)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   by	  Ron	  Parisi	  
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PDC Modeling - Pretty Darn Close 
Modeling 

Moving up from the street, the bridgework 
was next.  It was perhaps my fascination or 
love of bridges that first attracted me to want 
to model the Line, though having a 
prototypical line to model located just blocks 
from my home (I lived on lower Broadway at 
the time) was probably the biggest reason. 

When I began, planning consumed nearly six 
months of my spare time. I had to present my 
concept of the track being on a raised 
roadbed and how that would integrate with 
the regular height roadbed in the HOTRAK 
Module Specifications. 

Ron’s	  concept	  of	  the	  track	  on	  a	  raised	  roadbed	  and	  
integrating	  that	  with	  the	  regular	  height	  roadbed.	  

	  

West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  	  
(Continued)	  	  	   	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

	  

	  

Ron	  cast	  and	  carved	  these	  unique	  manhole	  covers	  to	  
represent	  the	  designs	  of	  the	  various	  utilities.	  

A great difficulty in creating the master street 
sections was to achieve the slight curve or crown 
all paved streets have. The streets are raised in 
the center, and slope down to the gutters at the 
curbs to permit rain to run off.  I went through 
many mold set-ups and tens of pounds of plaster 
of Paris before I got blanks with good crowns 
and proper surface texture that could then be 
carved.  After carving, the originals or masters 
were cast in room temperature Vulcanizing 
rubber.  These RTV molds were used to cast 
acrylic or urethane resin into a section of the 
street as needed.  After painting and weathering 
the streets, I added details such as the manhole 
covers representing Bell Telephone, Con Edison, 
NY Steam Co. and the New York High Pressure 
Fire System, and others. I take pride that I 
captured the unique designs of the old covers 
and the street to the degree that I did. 
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  	  

	  Ron’s	  final	  drawing	  of	  the	  integration	  concept	  for	  
the	  two	  different	  levels	  of	  track.	  

Additionally I would have to drop my street 
level. I knew it would work, but I had to 
submit concept drawing after concept 
drawing to the members of my club, The 
Sunrise Trail Division, who were responsible 
for standards.  By dint of my persistence, at 
first skeptical, they eventually gave in to my 
blizzard of plans and drawings and agreed to 
let me try it. 

My first task was to photograph the 
bridgework and print the photographs to 
scale.  I accomplished this by arranging my 
camera so that a photograph with the subject 
as flat or parallel to the film plane as possible 
could be taken. Next I placed a 12-foot 
folding ruler, marked off in six-inch 
increments, in the photograph and took a 
couple of different exposures from different 
views always trying to maintain the parallel 
relationship to the film plane.  A combination 
of these flat views including the ruler 
allowed me to dimension structures easily.  

	  

After	  photographing	  the	  bridgework,	  Ron	  printed	  to	  
scale	  and	  then	  annotated	  the	  dimensions	  that	  he	  had	  
repeatedly	  collected	  on	  the	  actual	  bridge. 

I also took field dimensions where I could.  I 
can’t tell you how many times people ran 
over my 100 foot tape measure stretched 
across a street or walked off with my folding 
ruler as I concentrated on taking notes. 

The	  work	  drawing	  of	  the	  internal	  side	  of	  the	  street	  
bridge	  railing.	  	  
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

 

The working drawing of the viaduct section of the 
bridge. 

 

The viaduct section with casting requirements. 

Upon analysis, the bridgework was 
composed of various elements in different 
sizes. It had been standardized in spite of 
different conditions on the Line.  Inspection 
revealed the basic steel structure: sturdy 
columns rising to support deep webbed 
transverse plate girders, then attached 
longitudinally to the transverse girders, 
many closely spaced girders.  Various 

decorative supports and brackets completed 
the steel work.  And stout 3-inch rivets were 
everywhere.  A reinforced concrete bed with 
coffered sidewalls was then put on top of the 
steel framework. Eight-inch outlet pipes in 
every 30- and 48-foot section provided 
drainage.  Track was for the most part 
standard, being laid with wooden ties in 
ballast.  A thick pipe railing mid-block 
surmounted the concrete sidewalls and 
rather extravagantly, very decorative and 
handsome art deco inspired wrought iron 
paneled railings over the streets. 

Another	  of	  Ron’s	  drawings	  showing	  the	  New	  York	  
Central	  lettering	  and	  logo	  on	  the	  side	  of	  the	  bridge.  

	  

The	  drawing	  of	  the	  bridge	  railing.	  
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	   
(Continued)	  	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

As mentioned, most of the track was laid in 
standard ballast poured directly on the 
concrete floor of the viaduct.  However, in 
two areas of the Line the rail was laid on 
short 12” sections of ties that were imbedded 
in the concrete deck without ballast. There 
was a trough down the center between the 
rails and short ties to facilitate run off from 
washing down the track area in this food-
industry-intensive area of the Line.  I felt 
recreating this detail would have driven my 
standards committee insane, so I didn’t 
include it on the model. 

The bridgework for the model was 
accomplished by creating multiple custom 
castings.  I fabricated masters from my 
drawings for all the pieces I needed. 

These are some of the bridgework masters that Ron 
fabricated to create the large number of castings 
required for the bridges. 

I made a decision that what showed would 
be accurate and prototypical and areas such 
as the undersides of things would only 
simulate the prototype.  	  

Additionally, my initial castings elements 
such as columns holding up the roadbed had 
to be relatively strong.  Plastruct H columns 
overlaid with thin sectioned, decorative 
elements fit the bill well. In keeping with this 
decision, the 18 to 20 longitudinal girders 
under the concrete deck of the viaduct were 
areas where I just used unadorned out-of-
the-box Plastruct beams.  Only a flashlight 
and a dental mirror and a very determined 
effort would reveal them. 

          

 Some of the final castings for the bridges. 

Resuming the custom work, I saw that there 
were three main longitudinal modular 
elements that made up the viaduct 
structures’ spans.  Mid-block there were 30 
foot and 48 foot sections, while over the 
streets the bridges were 85 feet long. Almost 
the entire elevated section of the Line was 
multiples of these elements.  I created the 
three-side plate girders for these spans by kit- 
bashing existing models to my needs.  
Masters for column sides, joiner plates and 
support brackets were all created from 
custom riveted styrene and cast.  The corner 
support braces were very decorative for all 
their utility.  It is interesting to note here that 
the WSFL was the first major structure that I 
analyzed.   
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

	  

	  

The	  masters	  and	  castings	  for	  sections	  of	  the	  
bridgework.	  

Little did I know that American Bridge (the 
structure’s supplier) used similar details on 
most of the elevated structures they built. I 
found exactly the same braces on bridgework 
in Albany, New York and Harrisburg, PA. 

The concrete piers or footings for the 
columns were scratch built in stages, then 
cast and put in place before the 3/4”plywood 
road bed was attached to the columns.  Each 
column contained approximately 20 
individual cast parts. The next bit of steel 
work, the decorative street bridge railings, 
presented me with the largest challenge of 
the project.  In reality they were composed of 
layers of steel and various angle iron shapes 
riveted together that actually gave it its 
graduated, layered and open look.  Prototype 
dimensions were 1” and less.  Finally, after 
many attempts at carving, gouging, or filing, 

I hit upon the solution of laminating very 
thin rivet-embossed layers of plastic together, 
not unlike how the prototype was created.  
The original master is about .120 thick and is 
composed of approximately 16 layers of .006 
through .010 styrene. Each layer was custom 
riveted, then cut and laminated together 
coincidentally to form the master for the 
bridge rail.  After the mold was made it was 
an easy process to cast all that I needed in 
resin. But my trials were not yet over. 

Unfortunately, the intricate angle iron work 
in the open top area of each section could not 
be cast and required hours at the Chopper 
with Evergreen scale 2”X 3”styrene and miles 
of patience for each section I needed.   I 
developed a whole new skill as I learned to 
roll a 1/16” long piece of scale 2” X 3”styrene 
through a drop of Tenex then adhere it to a 
cross piece before the Tenex evaporated….or 
melted the piece of styrene in the Tenex 
bath….phew. 

This	  is	  a	  close	  up	  photo	  of	  the	  bridgework	  on	  the	  
module.	  

The second most problematic area was the 
concrete retaining walls along the edges of 
the viaduct.  It is my theory that sometimes 
feeling should win over scale in modeling.  It  
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	  	  	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

	  

was my desire to get rough concrete-like 
texture on these coffered retaining walls.  My 
initial attempts at distressing basswood, then 
styrene by scratching, denting and gouging 
were all unacceptable.   My next attempt was 
using solvents on the styrene.  

I tried to impress the texture of sandpaper in 
to the partially melted styrene. That was also 
unacceptable.  Various attempts at sprinkling 
salt or sand on to wet paint were too hard to 
control and were also abandoned.  I finally 
hit upon using a fine grade of emery paper; 
contact cemented to a styrene form to 
simulate the rough, exposed aggregate 
texture of old weather beaten concrete that I 
was looking for.    

My next problem was completely unforeseen. 
The first master that I attempted to create a 
mold for delaminated in the RTV material 
and caused the rubber to not cure. When the 
required time to de-mold the master (which 
meant that the rubber should be hard) 
arrived, I discovered that the rubber that had 
come in contact with the mold was a gooey 
mess and remained so. The master was 
ruined.  The mold was ruined. I was 
crestfallen for I really liked the texture. Days 
later, as I told the old owner of the hardware 
store that I bought supplies at what had 
happened, he suggested that I try waterproof 
emery cloth and spray the master with a 
good coat of clear lacquer.  To this day I am 
not sure which suggestion provided the 
solution, but using them both cured the 
problem and I was able to get excellent molds 
from which to cast the sections from.  And I 
have the texture that I love. 

The handrails were created from brass wire 
in scale 30’ and 48’ sections and were 
soldered together in a custom wooden jig.  
The bases of the stanchions were created 
from a Details West locomotive part and 
were incorporated into the masters for the 
concrete retaining walls.  They were drilled 
out to accept the brass wire stanchions. 

The materials that I use to make my castings 
have changed over the years.  It has been a 
journey of discovery and required a constant 
ability to change how I do something.  I first 
used Castolite products, which were geared 
to the crafts.  They provided the first Room 
Temperature Vulcanizing rubber and acrylic 
resin that I knew of.  The owner of the 
company was accessible by phone (there was 
certainly no web sites yet) and he was 
knowledgeable and patient.  His products 
were easier to use than the more commercial 
brands such as General Electric and DuPont.  
Castolite’s acrylic resins were used for all the 
casting of the parts for the first module.  The 
down side of these products was that the 
parts took a long time to cure and they had a 
very penetrating odor.  Soon into casting, I 
purchased a high CFM ventilation system, 
which helped with the casting odors but was 
long overdue for the airbrushing I did. My 
lungs were thankful though it took me 
another 15 years to stop smoking. 

The next products that I used were from the 
Alumilite Company.  They have their own 
RTV rubber and an easier to use urethane 
resin that cures quicker, is less brittle and 
sands more easily.  The use of this new 
plastic allowed me to cast more than three 
hundred parts over a three-day weekend for 
the second module, a task that had taken 
over three months of weekends for the first 
module with the previous product. It was a 
great improvement.   At a recent clinic, the 
speaker made mention of a new company’s  
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  	  	  
(Continued)	  	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

resin that can have up to a twenty minute pot 
life.  I will be trying this for my next project. 

Once cast, the bridgework and retaining 
walls were all test fitted in location, sanded, 
trimmed and then painted using an airbrush 
with Floquil paints before being epoxied in 
place.  

The logo type lettering was still faintly visible 
on some of the actual street bridges back 
when I started, though I imagine it had not 
been painted for forty odd years.  I reset the 
New York Central logotype from an old 
Photo Lettering Inc. typeface called New 
York Central and reworked it to match the 
non-reproducible logos that I had.   I made a 
mechanical of the type spaced out as 
necessary to clear the street bridge’s plate 
girder’s stiffeners. 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

It	  was	  necessary	  to	  lay	  out	  the	  lettering	  on	  the	  
drawing	  to	  ensure	  that	  it	  would	  match	  the	  prototype.	  

I then had dry transfers made (which I prefer 
to decals) of the new type and ovals. They 
were applied after the parts were painted.   
The color of the steel work on the model is a 
rather standard mixture of Floquil weathered 
and engine black with a dash of Pullman 
green.  The painting of the concrete, however, 
required more thought.  As mentioned 

before, I wanted to represent the pitted, 
exposed aggregate look of aged concrete that 
the retaining walls then exhibited.  I selected 
and mixed a base coat of a warmish grey to 
match the samples I had purloined from the 
actual wall. I admit to carrying a geologist’s 
sample hammer in my camera case to 
accomplish such deeds. When the base coat 
dried, I then airbrushed at very low pressure 
with rusts and blacks to the warm grey.  The 
low pressure in the brush causes the paint to 
splatter out in discrete, fine drops.  There was 
a group of French Impressionist painters that 
used discrete, minute blobs of different color 
paint to achieve another color.  The eye could 
not see the individual little dots of color but 
mixed them to perceive the new color.  
George Seurat was one of the main 
practitioners of this technique called 
pointillism.  So here also, the naked eye 
doesn’t pick up these individual dots of 
color.  The optical mix that your eye does see 
is pleasant and imparts the desired quality of 
older, oxidized concrete.  A long slide to first 
perhaps, but I was pleased with the results.  
The pipe railing and additional weathering 
(mostly rust streaks) was done after the 
pieces were in place. Various Plastruct 
channels and beams were used as spacers 
and pads to align and hold some details.	  

 

A	  closeup	  of	  the	  retaining	  wall	  and	  railing	  after	  track	  
and	  ballasting	  in	  place.	  
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

	  

The track work on the model was rather 
conventional.  I used Shinohara flex track and 
Peco turnouts mounted to standard cork 
roadbed.  NJ International Lo Ramapo hand 
throws were used to decorate the turnouts.  
The turnouts were just operated by hand to 
simplify the wiring.  The track is ballasted 
with a mixture of Woodland Scenics Ballast 
in colors simulating the prototype’s colors.  
Guardrails with simple bent ends have been 
installed throughout the whole model.  Most 
of the track on the actual Line is also guard 
railed. The precise time period I am modeling 
is imprecise, but it is when the Line was in 
operation; therefore I have not recreated the 
junk and weed infestations (even trees up to 
6” in diameter growing up between the ties) 
that existed on the Line when I was doing my 
research.  More recently my modeling is 
focusing on the late steam transition period 
(early 1950s) so that the benign neglect I have 
depicted is proper and the abandonment so 
visible to me as I first recorded the Line had 
not yet begun.  The trackside litter and 1- to 
2-foot high weeds (sisal and horse hair from 
shoe brushes) combined with Woodland 
Scenics ground foam dot, rather than over 
run, the roadbed.  Of course all the track has 
been weathered with oxidized ties and the 
sides of the rails painted. The track plan 
strays from the prototype. I have added 
turnouts and cross overs on both modules 
that appear elsewhere on the Line to facilitate 
switching during operating sessions. The 
placement of these turnouts is also due to 
scale compression.  

Some of the buildings on both Module 1 and 
Module 2 are prototypical in execution and  

 

placement: namely Fudim Brothers and the 
Manhattan Refrigerating Company. 

 

Prototype and model buildings reveal the quality of the 
modeling on the modules. 
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Above and Right) The model and the prototype of the 
Armour Building appear elsewhere on the West Side 
Freight Line.   

The rest of the buildings are extensively kit 
bashed, i.e. the Dannheisser Box Building 
(Magnason), The Webb Plumbing Supply 
Building (City Classics), and the Joram 
Building (Design Preservation). 

 

	  

 

 

 

 

 

Photos	  of	  the	  
four	  finished	  

buildings	  show	  the	  quality	  of	  Ron’s	  modeling	  ability.	  

 

 

. 
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  	  
(Continued)	  	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

When the buildings were not prototypical 
they at least had to have the feeling or 
impression of buildings along the Line with 
perhaps a bit of wishful thinking. They 
convey what might have been or occurred at 
different places on the Line, such as the case 
of Matthew Merritt Plating with its own 
bridged siding which actually replicated the 
situation of the Nabisco Building at 15th 
Street. 

The	   Matthew	   Merritt	   Plating	   building	   with	   the	  
elevated	  siding	  running	  into	  the	  building. 

After all the buildings designed, I made 
blueprints to make construction easier. I then 
took an extra set of blueprints and mounted 
them to ¼” foam core with rubber cement 
and constructed an accurate three-
dimensional foam core model. I test fit the 
buildings in place on the modules, noting all 
changes, tolerance problems and revisions 
necessary before starting actual construction 
of the final models. Building these mock-up 
buildings, though slightly time consuming, 
has saved me hours of trying to revise actual 
scratch built buildings. Too, in the city 

environment where everything is touching 
and right next to everything else there is little 
room for fudging.  As an added bonus, these 
“comp” buildings filled the modules 
pleasantly during the years it took me to 
create the actual models. Today no matter 
what the project, I always take the time to do 
these foam core mock-ups before launching 
into the actual model. 

One	  of	  Ron’s	  foam	  core	  mock-‐ups	  that	  he	  uses	  to	  test	  
the	  building	  for	  fit	  before	  constructing	  the	  actual	  
model.	  

My basic plastic scratch building involves the 
scribe and break method, using many 
different thicknesses of styrene overlaid with 
embossed brick sheet (in the past, Holgate & 
Reynolds) as in the case of Matthew Merritt 
Plating and Manhattan Refrigerating 
Company or with emery cloth to simulate 
stucco in the case of Fudim Bros. 

Grant Line doors and windows are used 
throughout, but if something must be custom 
made I create a master, and then cast it in 
plastic. The large, paneled, roll down truck 
bay doors on the General Meat portion of the 
Fudim Brothers Building is a good example 
of this.  However, I often alter available 
material to suit my particular needs.  A good 
example of this technique is the window  



	  

NYCentral	  Modeler	   	   1st	  Quarter	  2012	   26	  

West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

treatment on the Matthew Merritt Plating Co. 
Building.  I took Grandt roundhouse 
windows, trimmed their length, added 
mullions and glued three together to make a 
window unit.  Rather than just put acetate 
behind them to simulate glass, I wanted the 
look of old, painted, dirty and replaced panes 
almost always seen in such multi-paned, 
metal-framed factory windows.  I took the 
three-window unit and photo copied it.  
Next, I colored in the Xerox print with 
different grey tones of magic markers by the 
pane, leaving some clear, going to almost 
black on others and using all shades in 
between.  I then photocopied this print using 
a velox screen on to acetate.  I achieved the 
effect I wanted in black and white but now 
had to add color. After much mixing, the 
proper blue-grey was achieved.  I masked the 
entire 3-window unit from the back with 
frisket film and cut the film horizontally and 
vertically along the windowpane lines so that 
I could pull the mask off a few panes at a 
time.  I then pulled off 10% of the panes’ 
masks and lightly sprayed the paint mixture I 
had prepared with my airbrush.  I repeated 
this 10% process until all the panes had been 
sprayed, allowing the color to build up on 
the first panes unmasked and to be just 
visible on the last panes unmasked, with all 
the variations in between.  The results are 
credible.  Today, I would use a computer to 
scan and prepare the color masters.    

I then decided that I wanted some open 
windows.  Examination revealed that these 
types of factory windows usually had panels 
of 4, 6, 8, or 12 panes that swung or rotated 
out horizontally.   I chose 6-panel versions 
that worked out proportionally with my 
window configuration.  I cut the 6-panel unit 

out of a scrap window, retaining all mullions. 
I trimmed out the necessary mullions on the 
3-window unit and notched the horizontal 
mullions to accept the 6-pane panel. I then 
attached all the glass to the backs of all the 
windows, while cutting out the 6 panes hole 
in the main windows’ glass.  I inserted the 6 
pane panel with glass attached into the holes 
in the main window, glued it with ACC and 
held it at the desired angle until it dried.  

    

Open windows shown. 

The window procedure just described 
illustrates one of my main theories of 
modeling, namely that everything on the 
model from pallets and trashcans to windows 
and walls, or whatever, must be a standalone 
model.  The sum of these many small 
components will be a very credible model.  
While each component might not necessarily 
be free standing the way a building or a piece 
of rolling stock is, each item in a scene should 
delight the eye and cause the mind 
stimulation.  One should never place a shiny 
black 55-gallon drum in a scene.  It should be 
rusty, or have a stripe on it or be dented or be 
on a pallet with three others, or be used with 
garbage in it.  I get crazy when I see 
otherwise nice scenes with clean out of the 
box figures or vehicles, not to mention rolling 
stock or engines.   Most ship modelers seem 
to live in a world where everything is new  
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West	  Side	  Freight	  Line	  
(Continued)	   	   By	  Ron	  Pasini	  

 

and pristine.  I like to think each item on my 
models, large as in the case of bridgework or 
buildings, or small in the case of vehicles or 
loading dock details, has been thought about 
and reflects the multifarity, the complexity 
and the variety of the prototype world. It is a 
miniature collage that reflects the true color 
and feeling of life.  It extends beyond an 
attention to detail, though that is certainly a 
major component. It perhaps alludes to 
identification and projection. If prototypical, 
it is easy to put ones’ self into a scene and say 
what is used in this industry; what tools, 
moving devices or waste is necessary for this 
scene to work in real life? Then as a modeler, 
the task is to find or create those components 
in scale.  The meat packing/processing 
industry so prevalent on Module 1 illustrates 
this identification or observation process 
well.  The most visible product is beef. It 
came in by reefer cars, not unusual.  What 
gets specific is the rail and hook conveyor 
system used to move the sides of beef from 
the reefers into and around the plants. The 
conveyor system is seen modeled on the 
unloading docks of the two meat processors 
on Module 1, i.e. Fudim and Swift.  Going a 
step further, up to the time that I created the 
modules, I was the first to model the sides of 
beef seen hanging from the rails as seen on 
the Fudim Bros. dock. 

In addition to the regular details normally 
associated with this scene, which might 
include spare rail, ties, broken pallets, paper, 
weeds, and grass; I took the specific industry 
into account and added meat hooks, sections 
of conveyor system, boxes, and crates. 
Further, I filled 55-gallon drums with the 
meat and bone scraps from the process of 

cutting and trimming, as the prototype, all 
around the scene.  They were awaiting pick 
up by the recyclers.  	  

Close	  up	  of	  sides	  of	  beef	  at	  Fudim	  Brother’s	  dock.	  

On Module 2 the MRC building is not just a 
meat warehouse, but was used mainly as a 
refrigerated storehouse for vegetables and 
dairy products.  Therefore, I needed 
hundreds of wooden crates that fruit and 
vegetables used to be shipped in stacked and 
piled all around, waiting for local truck 
delivery.  I cast these in plastic, and then 
prepared full color label art typically found 
on the ends of these crates that identified the 
products inside.  Lots of color photo copying 
and careful gluing placed these crate labels in 
place to recreate this colorful daily scene.  
Crates and barrels of organic waste are seen 
all around.  I have also included blocks of ice 
on a conveyor for sale by a fleet of custom 
painted trucks as a by-product of the 
buildings ice making capability.  (End of 1st 
installment. Look for 2nd in next edition.) 

	  

	  

	  

	  

Close up 
of MRC 
building 
loading 
docks.	  
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Help	  the	  Society	  Grow	  –	  Man	  
Those	  Booths	  	  	   By	  David	  Mackay	  	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

What	   do	   you	   want	   from	   the	   New	   York	  
Central	  System	  Historical	  Society?	  	  If	  you	  are	  
like	   most	   folks,	   your	   answer	   is	   probably	  
MORE.	  	  Regardless	  of	  your	  specific	  interest	  in	  
the	  NYCSHS,	  you’d	  probably	  like	  to	  see	  more	  
articles,	   more	   photos,	   more	   diagrams	   and	  
more	   pages	   in	   the	   Central	   Headlight	   and	  
NYCentral	   Modeler.	   	   If	   you	   are	   a	   modeler,	  
you’d	  probably	  like	  to	  see	  more	  NYC-‐specific	  
offerings	  in	  the	  marketplace.	  	  

Well,	  there’s	  a	  way	  you	  can	  help	  to	  get	  more	  
–-‐	   and	   it	   doesn’t	   even	  mean	  paying	  more	   in	  
dues!	  As	  with	  most	  of	   the	  rest	  of	  us,	   I	  enjoy	  
sharing	   the	   NYC	   with	   others,	   and	   like	   to	  
learn	   more	   about	   the	   Central	   from	   fellow	  
aficionados.	   	   It	   never	   ceases	   to	   amaze	   me	  
that	   everyone	   I	   talk	   with	   has	   a	   very	  

interesting	   story	   of	   how	   they	   became	   a	  
Central	  fan.	  I	  attended	  my	  first	  convention	  in	  
Albany	   this	   year	   after	   twenty	   years	   of	  
armchair	  membership,	  and	  had	  a	  great	   time	  
meeting	   and	   talking	   with	   other	   Society	  
members.	  	  	  But	  while	  fun,	  restricting	  contacts	  
to	  the	  society	  is	  a	  little	  like	  “preaching	  to	  the	  
choir.”	  	  	  

There	   are	   a	   lot	   of	   folks	  with	   interest	   in	   the	  
NYC	  who	  are	  not	  aware	  we	  exist.	  	  To	  help	  get	  
the	  word	  out,	  I	  have	  started	  going	  to	  my	  local	  
shows	  to	  promote	  membership	  in	  the	  Society	  
and	   encourage	   others	   to	   participate	   in	   our	  
activities.	   I	   have	   handed	   out	   more	   than	   50	  
applications	   in	   the	   last	   four	   months	   at	   the	  
shows	  I	  have	  attended.	  It’s	  a	  lot	  of	  fun	  to	  talk	  
to	  the	  folks	  that	  show	  up.	  	  	  I	  even	  had	  a	  lady	  
dispatcher	   at	   the	   railroad	   show	   the	   last	  
weekend	   in	  November!	   	   This	   is	   a	   great	  way	  
to	   help	   share	   the	   NYC	   experience.	   	   	   And	  
better,	  it	  helps	  grow	  the	  society	  so	  everyone	  
gets	  more.	  	  

To	  enhance	  my	  visibility	  at	   shows,	   I	  made	  a	  
display	   using	   a	   cardboard	   stand	   from	  
Staples,	   some	   graphics	   printed	   off	   my	  
computer,	   membership	   applications,	   copies	  
of	   our	   internet	   NYCentral	   Modele,r	   and	  
complementary	   copies	   of	   the	   Central	  
Headlight	   courtesy	   of	   the	   Society.	   	   It	  works,	  
and	   you	   needn’t	   even	   design	   one	   for	   the	  
membership	   committee	   is	   developing	   a	  
booth	   Membership	   Kit	   containing	   the	  
graphics	  for	  a	  booth	  backdrop	  to	  be	  mounted	  	  
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Help	  the	  Society	  Grow	  –	  Man	  
those	  Booths	  (Continued)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
By	  David	  Mackay	  	  	  

on	  a	  folding	  cardboard	  tabletop	  display,	  and	  
a	  table	  banner.	  This	  will	  all	  be	  print-‐ready	  on	  
a	  CD,	  which	  can	  be	  run	  off	  at	  a	  local	  printing	  
center	  (Staples,	  Kinkos,	  etc.).	  The	  Society	  will	  
furnish	  complimentary	  copies	  of	  the	  Central	  
Headlight	  to	  give	  away	  as	  well.	  	  

If	  this	  sounds	  good	  to	  you,	  please	  contact	  me	  
at	  mackdave@optimum.net	  to	  see	  about	  how	  
we	   can	   set	   you	   up	  with	   the	   CD	   and	  Central	  
Headlights	   and	   you	   too	   can	   see	   what	   I’m	  
talking	  about!	  	  	  It’s	  a	  win-‐win	  for	  you	  and	  the	  
Society.	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

Don’t	  Wait	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  Join	  Today	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  http://www.nycshs.com	  

Man	  a	  Booth	  for	  the	  NYCSHS	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  mackdave@optimum.net	  
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NYCSHS	  2012	  Annual	  Convention	  

Details	  Now	  at	  the	  NYCSHS	  Website	  

http://www.nycshs.org	  

	  

	  



 

NYCentral Modeler         1st 
Quarter 2012 

31 

Tony Koester Interview 
Part 2      By Noel Widdifield 
(Photos by Tony except as noted) 
 
In our last issue we chatted with Tony 
about his childhood and growing up.  We 
followed his successful career in both the 
corporate communications and model 
railroading journalism.  We talked with him 
about his views on prototypical model 
railroading and about the role that model 
railroading plays in historical societies like 
the NYCSHS. 

 
 
 
Before I continue the interview, I need to 
tell you that I got a couple of emails from 
readers telling me that I had Tony’s Nickel 
Plate set in the wrong decade.  I checked 
with Tony and here is his reply. 
 
“I finally got a chance to read through 
that issue and my interview, and I 
enjoyed both! 
 
“One correction: I model 1954, not 1964, 
as steam ended on the St. Louis Div. in 
July 1955. It ended up on the Chicago-
Buffalo main line in 1958. 
 
“I probably confused you by noting that 
I may ALSO model 1964, perhaps 
alternating between 1954 and 1964. I’m 

having SoundTraxx Tsunami sound 
decoders installed in a pair of EMD 
GP30s and a pair of Alco RS-36s as we 
speak, and they’ll be given a thorough 
test to see whether they can visually 
and orally compete with steam.” 
 
Continuing with the interview I did with 
Tony a couple of months ago, we turn to the 
impact of technology on model railroad 
publications, hear about his new Nickel 
Plate layout and get a glimpse of his plans 
for the future. 
 
How have the Internet, Facebook, Twitter 
and Google chat sites impacted the print 
model railroading magazines? 
 
“I don’t think that one has been decided 
yet.  You are probably talking to the 
wrong guy because I am a print guy 
with ink flowing through my veins. 
 
“I wear several hats.  I am the editor of 
Model Railroad Planning and a 
contributing editor to Model Railroader, 
as a contractor rather than an employee, 
and I am also on the NMRA’s 
Publications Committee.  The NMRA 
has been looking very carefully at what 
we should be doing with electronic 
media. The NMRA has Facebook and 
new features like that, but I don’t 
actively participate in those programs. 
For me Facebook, Twitter, and texting 
really are just information overload.  
There are too many things that come in, 
and I find myself, as with email, just 
reacting to it.  In other words, here it 
comes; you answer it and send it right 
back out.  You don’t think about it.  You 
don’t consider it.  You just react.  That is 
the danger that any electronic medium  
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Koester Interview Part 2      
(Continued)  By Noel Widdifield 
 
 
faces.  If we just react quickly to 
something, as professionals we are not 
taking time to give it the due diligence 
that we should.  In many cases, it may 
be a person who is not skilled and 
trained as an editor who is doing this 
reporting, so too often it is just noise 
without real content.  
 
“The best example of this is the 
unlimited storage capacity that you 
have on line.  Now in a magazine, you  
are going to be lucky to have eight 
pages, or for a really good feature you 
might go to ten pages.  That means that 
the editor, the contributor and the art 
director have to very carefully chose 
which illustrations are used and how 
big they are because the bigger they are, 
the more text they crowd out.  If you 
are not careful, you will end up with a 
picture book.  And it will look really 
nice, but you will flip through it in 
about 20 minutes and be done.     
 
“Especially in an annual magazine, like 
Model Railroad Planning, it has always 
been my personal belief that it must be 
a ‘good read.’  I don’t want you to be 
able to finish an annual magazine in an 
hour.  I want you to spend several days 
reading it, studying it, and then going 
back and reflecting on it. 
 
“With MRP, I have a hundred pages, 
minus ad count in which to do that.  If I 
have an online magazine, I theoretically 
have an infinite number of pages.  What 
happens as a result of that is that the 
editing process really doesn’t take 

place, in many cases. If someone sends 
30 photographs, you can post all of 
them.  As a result, each photo is not 
picked for content, and the caption is 
not written to point out that content.  It 
is kind of like drinking from a fire hose.  
Not only that, but our computer screens 
are set up in landscape mode, so that 
when you view a spread, unless you 
have a big screen, you can’t see it in a 
large size.  It is also not as sharp as 
print, although you may be able to 
enlarge the images.  Because of this you 
may be losing a lot of detail that a 
modeler would be interested in seeing.  
You may lose a lot when you have to 
reduce the size of a spread to fit on a 
laptop computer or ‘electronic book’ 
screen, or as the reader you have to 
scroll up and down and side to side. 
The publishing industry is wrestling 
with that as we speak. 
 
“The debate about print versus 
electronic delivery is kind of like radio 
versus TV, with TV killing radio or TV 
killing movies. None of that happened, 
so if you look at that as an example of 
what might happen to print versus 
online, it may not be a case of when will 
one replace the other, unless you are 
talking about really immediate news. 
But even with news, as soon as the 
event passes, the only way that people 
interested in the event can find out the 
details is in print.  So that tells me that 
there is a place for the print magazine 
for the foreseeable future.” 
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Koester Interview Part 2      
(Continued)  By Noel Widdifield 
 
 

 
Tony’s USRA Light Mike 639 struggles up 
notorious Cayuga Hill with westbound No. 45, 
the KC Local, as it crosses the high viaduct over 
the Little Vermilion River near the Indiana–
Illinois state line in the fall of 1954.  
 
What is the value of e-magazines, like the 
NYCentral Modeler? 
 
“A lot of the costs associated with print 
magazines such as printing, paper, and 
postage go away with the e-zines. The 
historical societies and other similar 
organizations have a tough time with 
volunteers maintaining a publishing 
schedule, and that causes problems 
with the post office. 
  
“With an electronic magazine, you can 
publish it daily or annually or 
anywhere in between.  But the problem 
with that is you get to the point that no 
one is looking forward to the next issue, 
like with a print magazine. When that 
happens the electronic magazine gets 
buried in all of the ‘noise’ of the 
Internet.  The problem with that is the 
loss of community, and this is one of 
the things we worry with most with the 
NMRA.   

 
“The NMRA’s primary mission – why it 
was founded in the first place – is to set 
and maintain standards.  The other 
things that go on like regular meetings 
and conventions are not needed to set 
and maintain standards.  But you will 
get an argument as to whether 
standards setting and compliance really 
is the NMRA’s primary mission.  My 
point is that when you are publishing 
Model Railroader or Railroad Model 
Craftsman once a month or a historical 
society publication once a quarter, it 
gives the reader or member a feeling of 
belonging. It is a feeling of ‘I am with 
them.’  So if we don’t go to meetings 
and we don’t get this regularly 
published magazine and instead live in 
a virtual world, we are going to lose 
that sense of community. 
 
“You can get this back in small part 
with Internet conversations on chat lists 
like the Yahoo groups.  But I have been 
cutting down on my Internet 
participation because of this ‘noise to 
signal ratio’ issue.  Much of these 
conversations tend to be the same stuff 
over and over.  So I just enjoy that once 
a month – Bingo! – here comes my issue 
of MR or Flying Magazine or any of the 
others that I subscribe to.  I really enjoy 
that day when the magazine arrives. 
 
“Frankly, I associate my computer with 
work.  I spend a lot of time at my Mac, 
as I suspect almost everybody does. 
Since I work from home, when I go into 
my home office, for the most part I am 
thinking work.  I do use the computer 
for hobby research, but sitting at the 
computer still represents work time for 
me.  So I would much rather curl up in  
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(Continued)  By Noel Widdifield 
 
 
front of the TV and enjoy reading my 
newly arrived magazine. 
 
“But there is no right or wrong or clear 
path forward. Everyone is just treading 
carefully, and some magazines will 
survive and some won’t.”  

 
Most of Tony's layout is built on a 16"-wide 
shelf. Photo backdrops, most from SceniKing, 
extend the horizon. 
 
 
What do you see for the future for model 
railroading growth? Where do you think we 
are going to get new model railroaders? 
 
“I have some very firm ideas about that.  
I think it is a really easy problem to 
identify, but the solution may be a little 
tougher to make happen. I can identify 
the solution in two words – baby 
boomers.   
 
“There are a tremendous number of 
boomers who are retiring or who have 
just retired, and most of them 
remember trains.  They remember the 
prototype trains that used to come into 
and switch their towns, and some of 

them remember the end of steam. They 
remember their dads had train sets or 
even had one themselves. These guys 
and gals know about railroading, and 
they will need a hobby because they are  
retiring young and are going to find 
that they don’t know what to do with 
themselves.  So the solution is to get to 
the baby boomers. 
 
“Now the baby boomers have kids and 
their kids have or will have kids.  And 
that will be how we will get the kids.  
You can’t go directly to the kids.  The 
NMRA works with the Scouting 
program for the Railroading Merit 
Badge, and that is worthwhile. But to 
just go in and talk to kids is really hard 
because they have homework, sports, 
band and a lot of other activities like the 
Internet and Web games and all of that 
other stuff.  You just can’t get to them, 
but you can get to the boomers.  They 
will be a receptive audience, so the 
question is, ‘How do you get in touch 
with them?’  
 
“I believe that if we can find a way to 
get to them through AARP, we would 
really have something.  I don’t want to 
get into the politics of AARP; I believe 
that most people join AARP because of 
the insurance or discounts and don’t 
care that much about the politics 
involved. But since there are so many of 
them, if we could attract even one 
percent of the boomers who are AARP 
members, we could sustain the hobby 
for the next 30 years. And that would 
then extend beyond because of their 
kids and grandkids.” 
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Class S-1 Berkshire 738 hustles an eastbound 
Nickel Plate Road fast freight through 
Veedersburg, Ind., as local freight No. 45, 
trailed by a war-emergency caboose rebuilt from 
a wood-sheathed boxcar, waits in the siding. Jim 
Six added the smoke using Photoshop Elements. 
 
So is anyone doing that? 
 
“The problem is that AARP The 
Magazine is, as it says on the front cover, 
the world’s largest circulation 
magazine.  So they have the world’s 
largest circulation magazine’s 
advertising rates.  That puts the 
advertising costs out of sight. I tried to 
contact them to tell them that their 
readers needed to know about hobbies.  
I offered some photographs and told 
them that I could provide editorial 
information for them to use to talk 
about hobbies, but I got absolutely no 
response from them. 
 
“Now my goal is to find somebody who 
knows somebody who works at AARP 
The Magazine and get in the back door.  
This could be a very positive thing that 
could be of great interest to many of the 
AARP members.    
 

“The NMRA is also looking at ways to 
make membership in our organization 
more attractive, and although it is a 
little early to talk about those plans, we 
think that we have come across a 
program that modelers might find very 
attractive. 
  
“For example, if you are a model 
airplane flier you have to have liability 
insurance before you can fly at an 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 
field.  So the AMA has a natural basis 
for getting members because you would 
want insurance so that you can fly at an 
AMA field.  To get the insurance you 
have to be a member.  So my proposal 
to the NMRA was to change the track 
voltage to 120 volts a.c. so that we will 
need to have liability insurance to 
operate a model railroad.  And the only  
insurance you could get would be 
through the NMRA. (Laughter) 
 
“Seriously, we do offer a liability policy, 
so that if you put on a prototype meet 
you could have coverage. If the 
NYCSHS put on a meet that wasn’t in a 
place already covered with a liability 
policy and the place you are holding it 
says that you must have liability 
insurance, and if that meet were also 
open to NMRA members as a joint 
meet, you could contact the NMRA and 
get free liability insurance. That could 
save an organization up to $1,000 a 
year, I understand. 
 
“Now that is not exactly what I am 
talking about that we are looking into, 
but we are looking into things like that, 
that could make it very attractive to be 
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a member.  So like the programs that 
AARP offers, if we could find a way 
that would allow you to recover the 
cost of membership our membership 
could be very cost-effective. 
 
“I am very bullish on the hobby.  My 
concerns are not so much whether we 
can find new hobbyists, but that the 
brick and mortar hobby shops are 
disappearing because of the 
competition from the Web.  Another 
concern is that some of the good folks 
running hobby shops are hobbyists first 
and business people second.  So some 
of them don’t do a good job of 
merchandising.  We have all been in 
shops where the guy behind the counter 
is cranky and the stuff on the shelves 
has been there forever.  Many of them 
just can’t sell to the customers who do 
come into the store. If you can’t walk by 
a hobby shop and see trains moving in 
the window, then it will be difficult to 
attract interest in the hobby.  
 
Are you satisfied with the progress you are 
making on your Nickel Plate layout? 
 
“I never make enough progress. I 
temporarily shut the railroad down in 
December 2010.  Before that, we 
operated almost every month for the 
last four years.  But I shut it down to get 
more scenery and structures done 
because we were going to shoot another 
video of the railroad like we had done 
of the Allegheny Midland. But Allen 
Keller decided that the business model 

was not holding up. So the shoot got 
cancelled.   

 
One of the two main aisles on Tony's multi-
deck Nickel Plate Road HO layout with the 
busy Frankfort, Ind., classification yard at 
right. The backdrop and more of the scenery 
have been completed since this photo was taken 
a year or two ago. 
 
“Being shut down allowed me to get a 
lot done on the layout scenically that I 
couldn’t do if I operated the railroad 
every month.  Right now my goal is to 
have an operating session in October 
2011. (This interview took place in early 
summer 2011; Tony reports that the NKP 
was indeed operating again in October.) 
That down time will allow me to have a 
lot more scenery and buildings in place.  
Now when you go from town to town 
you really do go through settlements, 
not just wide spots in the plywood.  As 
the late Jim Boyd so aptly put it, ‘When 
they talked about amber waves of gain, 
T.K., I don’t think they meant plywood 
grain!’  
 
“I miss Jim a lot.  He was a good buddy 
and we went through all kinds of career 
changes together.  He just died too 
young. He contributed a lot to the 
hobby, and that is more than a lot of us 
do. He could look back on his career 
with a good deal of pride, and I am sure 
he did.” 
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I know that the Nickel Plate is your real 
love, but have you ever modeled any New 
York Central equipment of structures? 
 
“Well, the NYC Big Four crosses the 
Nickel Plate St. Louis Division in 
Charleston, Ill., at CO tower. I will be 
scratchbuilding a model of that tower, 
but for now it’s just a Walthers stand-in.  
And I don’t know if I have room for the 
large Big Four depot there, but there’s 
also a Big Four depot in Veedersburg, 
Ind., on what became the Peoria & 
Eastern main line.  The tower there is a 
Big Four design and, as at Charleston, 
the open first story was enclosed. A 
Walthers tower also serves as a stand-in 
at Veedersburg. 
 
“There’s also an interchange with the 
Big Four in Charleston.  I still need to 
find or build a model of a Big Four 
caboose; they were quite distinctive 
looking.” 
 

 
 
A pair of GP7s on a detour move over the Third 
Subdivision in 1954 about 8 months before this 
division was dieselized with the arrival of GP9s. 
 

 
 
 
 
What are your plans for the future in your 
model railroad? 
 
“I am not sure whether that finishing it 
is a worthy goal, but it is close enough 
now that I can – for the second time in 
my life – check the Bucket List box that 
says, ‘Build a basement-size railroad.’ 
Most of the lighting is in and the 
backdrop is finished.  I have been doing 
a tremendous number of photo 
backdrops.  I used photo backdrop kits 
from SceniKing in Canada. I take 
photographs of the real towns and 
streets and use Adobe’s Photoshop 
ElementsTM to get rid of the modern 
street signs and vehicles. I then glue the 
site-specific prototype photos to the 
backdrop and on either side blend in 
the kits that are generic cornfields, 
trees, forests, and things like that.  I 
have just about gone around the 500 
feet of main line with those backdrops.   
 
“The Masonite backdrop has been up 
for a while, but not these photo scenes.  
Now that most of that is up, you really 
begin to get a feel for the plains.  The 
structures are going in right now.  If 
there is anything that is available 
commercially that resembles what was 
really there, with a little kitbashing, I 
will put it in and then later, if time 
permits, I will go back and scratchbuild 
the actual building that really belongs 
there.  But, for me, I would rather have 
a kitbashed Walthers’ building sitting in 
a spot than just having a sign that says 
‘future grain elevator.’   
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“I was recently talking to Jeff English, a 
noted model railroader, in Sacramento 
at the NMRA national convention, and 
he asked me how things were going on 
the NKP.  I said fine and mentioned 
that I had just picked up eight Atlas 
Alco RS-36s to go with the six Proto 
2000 EMD GP30s that I already have. I 
also have some GP18s and the Atlas 
model of the NKP’s sole Alco Century 
420, no. 578. And I ordered Athearn’s 
new Nickel Plate’s one and only GP35, 
no. 910.  
 
“When he correctly observed that none 
of this hardware is appropriate for the 
1954 era I now model, I responded, ‘It 
recently dawned on me that even 
though I saw Nickel Plate steam as a 
kid, it wasn’t until the 1960s when I had 
a car and good SLR 35mm camera that I 
really came to understand the Nickel 
Plate, that it became ‘my railroad.’ I 
vividly remember the RS-11s and the 
RS-36s and the GP30s and all of the 
other diesels working out of Frankfort, 
Ind., so I have a strong attraction to that 
era.  So now that we have good sound 
decoders, I would enjoy modeling that 
era too. 
 
Jeff’s response was right on the mark: 
‘Mission creep!’ 
 

 
“Several manufacturers are coming out 
with some pretty neat post-steam-era 
rolling stock, and I am slowly acquiring 
equipment so that some day I can run 
the 1960s one year and 1950s the next.  
We will see how that goes.” 
 
Well, I have taken a lot of your time.  Is 
there anything else you would like to add or 
talk about? 
 
“The hobby has really been good to me. 
The life-long friends that we have made 
around the world are wonderful. They 
are friends that we can visit with and 
they visit with us.  And almost all of 
them are people we have met through 
the hobby of model railroading or one 
of the historical societies. I think that 
when people say it is just a hobby, they 
are selling it short.  I think that we are 
very fortunate to have this community 
of friends who share a common interest.  
I think that it can make for a really great 
lifestyle if you build your travels, 
friends and activities to a large extent 
around the hobby.  So it has been very 
good to me, and I hope that I can repay 
that debt by sharing information 
through the magazine and books.” 
 
I think you can be very proud of the 
contributions you have made to the hobby, 
and you are one of the leaders in the hobby, 
and we appreciate you taking the time to 
share your thoughts with us. Thank you 
and good luck with all you do. 
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Tony at a NMRA display booth.   Credit: Stephen Priest, editor, NMRA Magazine 

 

Start Planning to Go to the NYCSHS 2012 Convention Today 
May 4th, 5th, & 6th 

The Essenhaus Inn & Conference Center 
Middlebury, Indiana 
Seven Presentations         

Train Show 
Silent Auction 
Layout Tours 
Tailgate Party 

National NYC Museum Tour & Photo Shoot 
Norfolk Southern Yard Tour 

Little River Train Ride 
Banquet 

Visit www.nycshs.org for details 
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Central	  Michigan	  Division	  

Circa	  1955	  

Part	  1:	  Getting	  Started	  

By	  Jim	  Six	  

	  

The local train headed with an H6 
USRA Mikado works New Paris, 
Indiana, in 1955. The local ran between 
Elkhart and Wabash six days each week, 
northbound Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
and southbound Tuesday-Thursday- 
Saturday. This local is the featured train 
on Jim Six’s Michigan Division HO-
scale model railroad. Collection of 
New Paris Telephone Photo. 

I am in my sixties now and have 
been a railroad enthusiast and model 
railroader since as far back as I can 
remember – at least the early 1950s. 
Any whiff of coal smoke takes me 
back to the 1950s when the steam 
locomotives still hauled freight 
trains and diesel-electric locomotives 
hadn’t yet pushed them all off to 
retirement. I grew up in Amherst, 
Ohio, a half block from the New 
York Central mainline to Chicago. I 

can’t tell you how many trains I 
watched pass by from the last of 
steam into the early generation of 
diesel-electrics. I clearly remember 
standing atop the wooden bridge on 
Jackson Street directly above the 
NYC tracks as steam locomotives 
passed below. Many a white T-shirt 
was soiled with coal smoke much to 
my mother’s chagrin.  
 
My current model railroad layout is 
my seventh model railroad and third 
representing the NYC. My wife 
Joanne and I moved to Indiana in 
2004, and I found myself with a 
basement that included sufficient 
space for another model railroad. I 
knew little of the railroad heritage in 
the area. One of my Internet model 
railroad friends was Mark Plank 
who just happens to live 15 minutes 
away. So, Mark and I set out to find 
a section of railroad to model.  
 

The New York Central mainline to 
Chicago was right in my back yard 
and well populated with Norfolk 
Southern trains. I was not interested 
in modeling contemporary 
railroading. I had learned over the 
years that modeling mainline 
railroading is problematic and 
costly. Mainline railroad operation 
calls for more trains and locomotives 
than I could afford or have time to 
properly prepare. My modeling 
friends convinced me that DCC 
control with sound in every 
locomotive is a must. The downside 
of this is the cost per locomotive is 
increased by more than a hundred 
dollars! That reality alone was 
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enough to force me to model a lazy 
branch line setting that did not 
require an excess of equipment. 
Another, very real consideration is 
that mainline trains enter the 
railroad and exit far too quickly for 
me.          

 

An H7 Mikado works the local train 
southbound at Claypool, Indiana. Claypool 
had an elevator, foundry; two coal yards, 
stockyards, lumberyard, team track, and an 
active interchange with the NKP. All are 
included on Jim’s NYC layout.  
Eugene VanDusen photo. 

 
This all pushed me away from what 
traditional model railroader do, that 
is, have a mainline, often multi-track 
with lots of trains running all over. 
While it had been a near life-long 
dream to model the Central’s four-
track mainline it was not to be. So 
Mark Plank and I set out to find a 
New York Central setting that would 
meet my needs yet not break the 
bank. We found it fifteen minutes 

from my new Millersburg, Indiana 
home. 

While my home in Millersburg is 
literally a stone throw from the 
former New York Central mainline; 
thirty minutes east of Elkhart, we 
settled for the old Big Four Michigan 
Division line that ran north-south 
between Benton Harbor, Michigan 
and Louisville, Kentucky – in 
particular the section from Elkhart 
south to Wabash. The layout 
represents this rail line between the 
summer of 1945 and the summer of 
1955. During the final years of steam 
on the “Michigan” as its railroaders 
fondly called, there was one local 
train each day and a handful of 
through freights. The local ran 
northbound Monday -- Wednesday - 
Friday and southbound Tuesday -- 
Thursday -- Saturday. Passenger 
service had been discontinued by 
1950. With a time window being 
modeled I have to make sure that the 
locomotives and rolling stock along 
with automobiles match within the 
year we operate. Little else changed 
during that time.  
 
I am not much for selective 
compression, a concept used by 
many model railroaders to fit as 
much into any given space as they 
can. That just does not work for me. I 
like things spread out. While there 
are several towns along the line 
between Elkhart and Wabash – 
including New Paris, Milford, 
Leesburg, Warsaw, Claypool, Silver 
Lake, and North Manchester, -- I 
only model New Paris and Claypool. 
I chose New Paris because it is 
closest to home and proved easy to 
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research and model. I am not sure 
how we ended up with Claypool, 
but it is the other town modeled. The 
layout consists of two long walls 
connected at each end. New Paris 
occupies about 35 feet of one wall 
and Claypool about 20 feet of the 
other. A very small section of 
Leesburg – the cement plant – is 
settled in the end corner of the 
layout between New Paris and 
Claypool. 

 
Another view photographed in 1955 at 
Claypool. That it the old Big Four depot that 
the NYC shared with the NKP. The NYC 
staffed it on the day trick and the NP on the 
second and third tricks. As you can see, the 
Michigan Division was a weed-covered 
single-track line, yet L-class Mohawks 
managed most through freights along the 
line.                     Eugene VanDusen photo 
 
Only two towns you ask? Yes, that’s 
all. That they are not compressed 

much and because of this they are 
more realistic in appearance. This 
allows for longer sidings than are 
typically found on model railroads 
making switching more realistic as 
well. With but two towns 
represented, what about operating 
time? First of all, all operation is 
conducted at scale speed with train 
crews going through all that the real 
train crews did back in the late 1940s 
and early 1950s. For the local to get 
from one end of the layout to the 
other it typically calls for three to six 
hours, depending on how many cars 
the local has to pick up and set out 
along the way! Many times we won’t 
have six hours for one operating 
session, so the local will frequently 
“outlaw” after switching the first 
town it comes to, and we will pick 
up where we left off on another day. 
In summary, my Michigan Division 
model railroad is not about running 
trains. Instead, it is about operating a 
section of a railroad in a prototypical 
manner. 
 
In building the New York Central 
Michigan Division I am taking 
adherence to the prototype more 
seriously than I had done with my 
earlier layouts. While it is impossible 
to shrink the real things to 1/87th 
scale and fit it into a train room, the 
track arrangement, structures, and 
scenery can be modeled to faithfully 
represent the prototype if not exactly 
replicate it. When the layout was laid 
out and bench work built, I did not 
have a track plan. Instead, Mark and 
I researched the prototype line and 
laid out track to match the prototype 
track arrangement.	  
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I added this view at the south end of New 
Paris because it shows just how weed-
infested the Michigan division was during 
the summer months – which I am modeling. 
In the background to the north is Martin’s 
Feed Mill at the left. Mark and I have not 
been able to determine with any credibility 
what the silo above the boxcars is for. We 
know there was a popcorn plant in that area, 
so maybe the silo is for storing corn for the 
popcorn plant.    Eugene VanDusen photo.	  

 

Sidings are where they were on the 
prototype, structures are where they 
were on the prototype, scenery 
matches the prototype, and even the 
backdrop is a collection of photos I 
took along the actual right of way, 
printed and affixed to the walls 
around the layout. 
 

 
 
This photo shows the railroad in New Paris 
looking south. The date is not known but is 
probably in the late 1930s or 1940s based 
upon the truck in the background and the 
depot, painted in its Big Four yellow-and-
brown paint. The outhouse for the depot is 
clearly seen as is the Martin’s Feed Mill 
building beyond the outhouse. You can see 
some of the small rail yard that was in New 
Paris.  

Collection of New Paris Telephone. 

Getting things to match the 
prototype is no simple feat. Most 
model railroaders find kits of 
buildings that they feel suit their 
needs, then install them on the 
layout. Not so with a prototype-
based layout. Structures that 
reasonably match their respective 
prototypes are called for. Finding 
existing kits that match is not 
possible, so structures have to be 
kitbashed or scratch built. The 
structures on the Michigan Division 
layout are built in these ways. Much 
research was called for and 
continues to this day, some four 
years after construction of the layout 
was begun. 
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To build credible structures both 
photographs and measurements are 
needed. Measurements are the 
simple part of the equation as they 
can be scaled from photographs. It is 
locating photography that is the real 
obstacle to prototype based 
modeling of any era other than the 
present. Mark Plank and I found 
photos on the Internet, at local 
libraries, local businesses, and from 
local historical societies. Some were 
even found in books. The prototype 
photos in this article are some of 
those photographs. Once photos 
were acquired, dating them became 
an on-going issue.  

 
Mohawk 3063 leads a southbound freight 
across the Baltimore and Ohio mainline at 
Milford Jct. a few miles south of New Paris. 
Again, weeds dominate the right of way.  
Jim Six’s NYC Michigan Division layout 
employs two Mohawks, two H6 Mikes and a 
handful of diesels.          

Eugene VanDusen photo. 
 

Now that you have an idea of the 
rural, bucolic nature of the Michigan 
Division back in the late 1940s and 
early 1950s, what of the layout itself? 
It is an HO-scale around the walls 
shelf layout and located in a 44’ x 
12.5’ rectangular room in my 
basement. While its design is a big 
loop, it is operated as a point-to-
point operation. A staging yard is 
located at one end acting as Elkhart 
or Wabash depending upon which 
way a train is staged out of the yard. 
Trains exiting counterclockwise are 
southbound trains out of Elkhart. 
Trains exiting the yard clockwise are 
northbound out of Wabash. After 
navigating the layout a southbound 
train re-enters the yard, this time at 
Wabash. Northbound trains out of 
Wabash re-enter the yard at Elkhart. 
Again, the local train takes from 
three to six hours to make this trip. 

 
Most of the track is Micro 
Engineering. The main track is code-
70 rail and sidings are code-55. These 
scale size rails match the prototype 
well. During the steam era the 
Michigan Division main was a mix 
of 112-lb and 90-lb rail. Many sidings 
were 60-lb rail. It never fails to 
amaze me that locomotives as large 
as the Central’s Mohawks were 
regulars along the line. 
 
 
This simple arrangement allows 
point-to-point operation for serious 
operation or to simply let trains run  
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around the layout for guests not into 
operation or for my grandkids who 
love Grandpa’s trains. I also like to 
let trains run while working on the 
layout. As a train passes I can railfan 
the train as it rolls by. So in a very 
real sense, the Michigan Division 
layout is a dual function operation. It 
is good for serious operating 
sessions or continuous running for 
non-railroad guests. For me 
personally, the layout is the reason 
for somewhat serious research that 
has been ongoing now for some five 
years with no end in sight. 

 
This is the model railroad with static grasses 
in the foreground and background. The trees 
and buildings are in the photo backdrop. The 
sky was added using Adobe Photoshop. The 
F3 leading the train is an Athearn Genesis 
with a Tsunami DCC/sound system. The 
GP7 is a seriously upgraded Proto 2000. 
The tank cars are weathered Atlas models. 
While everything in the scene is critical to 
the success of the photograph, constructing 
the layout top surface with a gentle roll 
rather than a flat surface is a most critical 
element.           Jim Six photo 

Permit me to be honest. My layout is 
far from complete. The apparently 
finished scenes in the photos in this 
article and particularly those to 
appear in out next edition are select 
views with all of the unfinished 
areas cropped out of the photo. I 
estimate there will be at least another 
five years of more to before being 
able to declare the layout finished. I 
work full time as an engineer for a 
manufacturing firm and teach 
evening engineering courses at 
Purdue University. My work takes 
most of my time and my wife the 
rest, leaving very little time for the 
layout. When I retire from my day 
job in four years there will be time to 
get serious and finish the layout. 
During the interim I will whittle 
away at it and host operating 
sessions. 

 
Looking across the completed portion of 
Jim’s layout you get a flavor of the flat 
Indiana landscape and effective use of the 
photo backdrop to extend the scene beyond 
the confines of the narrow shelf used for the 
layout itself.         Jim Six Photo. 
 

As you can see in the accompanying 
layout track plan (next page), the 
New York Central Michigan 
Division is a simple design. Several 
people have actually described it as 
two layouts connected at the ends. In 
fact, this is pretty much true. I 
sometimes wish that I had only 
modeled one town on the long wall 
and located a large staging yard on 
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the wall where New Paris is 
presently located. Had I done this, 
the cost of time, money, and 
materials would have been much 
lower. Just how much layout does 
one need? 

As you can see, Claypool and 
New Paris are not very far apart. 
However, when viewing one town 
you cannot see the other since they 
are located on opposite walls. 
Because the two walls are so long, I 
have been able to spread out each 
town avoiding the normal 
compression model railroaders go 
through. 

I have had several operating 
sessions with an out-and-back local 
train that switched just Claypool. 
The time it took ranged from 90 
minutes to nearly two hours, again 
depending on how many cars had to 
be set out and picked up. Doing the 
same with New Paris the minimum 
time has been just over two hours of 
operation and the most about three 
hours. Keep in mind that train crews 
or just me operate by the NYC 
rulebook and employ all the 
iterations that a real train crew 
experienced back about 1950.  
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Recreating	   the	   New	   York	  
Central	   Michigan	   Division	  
Circa	  1955	  (Continued)	  	  	  	  	   

By	  Jim	  Six 

	  

	  

Jim’s Roher grain elevator is one of his 
finely detailed structures featured on his 
layout.           Jim Six Photo.	   

	  

A short local train heads back to Elkhart 
from New Paris. Roher Elevator is at the 
right. You can feel the openness of the 
northern Indiana setting.    Jim Six photo.	  

In the next edition we will look at 
layout construction, how structures 
were built, and will include some 
finished photos to tease you. The 
New York Central Michigan 
Division will be open for tour during 
the NYCSHS annual convention in 
May.  

Jim lives in Millersburg about fifteen 
minutes south of Dutchman Essenhaus 
in Middlebury, Indiana where the 
convention will take place. 

 

NYCSHS Members 

Get $10 off Your 2013 
Membership Cost 

If you are a NYCSHS member for 
2012, you can get a $10 discount on 
your 2013 membership cost by 
signing up two new NYCSHS 
members.  All you need to do is get 
two new members to join in 2012 
and be sure they indicate on their 
new membership form that you 
signed them up and we will reduce 
the cost of your membership by $10 
for your 2013 membership. 

For details check the NYCSHS 
website.  https://www.nycshs.org/ 

 

            



 

NYCentral Modeler         1st Quarter 2012 48 

I'm just one of many who model the New 
York Central's Water Level Route along the 
majestic Hudson River. My current modeling 
efforts focus on the Harmon Complex located 
32 miles north from Grand Central Terminal 
circa 1952-1953. Harmon had three signal 
stations, or interlocking towers that controlled 
all of the passenger and freight traffic into and 
out of the Complex. I wrote an article in the 
first NYCentral Modeler on-line magazine 
about scratchbuilding CD Tower. I'll write one 
in the future for HM Tower that I've 
scratchbuilt in HO scale also. 

 
Model of Larry’s finished CR Tower shown in an 
outside photo. 
The New York Central didn't have a standard 
design for their signal stations along the 
Hudson River. There were fourteen signal 
stations from outside the Park Ave. Tunnel up 
to the village of Croton-on-Hudson, the end of 
the Electric Division. CR Tower shared its 
dimensions with similar signal stations such 
as BN Tower in the Bronx, HS Tower in 
Hastings-on-Hudson, OW Tower in 
Tarrytown, and PF Tower in Ossining. Also 
the old CD Tower in Croton-on-Hudson was 

of this earlier design prior to the current CD 
Tower built in 1932. 

                                    
 This is an early photo of CR Tower sent to Larry by 
Jack Shufelt, a bad copy but as rare as photos are of this 
tower are he decided to include it. 
 

 
This is a photo of CR Tower during the Penn Central 
era before it was torn down. It appears to have been 
abandoned and vacant. 
 

 
This photo of HS Tower in Hastings-on-Hudson was 
also sent to Larry by Jack Shufelt. This tower was a 
mirror image to CR Tower with the entryways on the 
north end instead of the south end as on the CR Tower. 
 

Scratchbuilding NYC’s CR Tower 
in HO Scale by Larry Faulkner 
              
(Photos by Larry except as noted) 
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This is a photo of OW Tower in Tarrytown almost 
under the Tappen Zee Bridge, abandoned and gutted. 

 
Looking north at OW Tower probably still in service 
and looking good. This was another tower that shared 
the same features as CR Tower. 

  
 The prototype CR Tower was constructed 
of brick in 1913 at the north end of the Croton 

River Bridge on the Hudson River or west 
side of the main line. It was an electric 
interlocking machine with a 72 lever frame: 31 
levers for signals, 29 levers for switches, 4 
levers for traffic control, and 8 spare levers. I 
don't know exactly when CR Tower was last 
used before being torn down but it fits into 
my modeling time frame nicely.  

 
CR Tower Track Diagram showing the CR Tower 
Interlocking Plant with the switches and signals 
labeled. I have this in my collection. 
 
I drafted HO scale drawings until I was 
satisfied with the overall look of the model. 
The dimensions are as follows: Length = thirty 
feet, Width = fourteen feet, and Height = 
twenty-eight feet. I used Evergreen Styrene 
sheet and strip for most of the main 
construction along with Plastruct brick sheet 
for an overlay. I cut a strip one brick wide and 
overlaid it on every sixth course of brick from 
top to bottom. All the windows are Grandt 
Line number GL 5233 installed from the inside 
to replicate masonry windows.  

 
Larry’s drawing of the CR Tower outlining dimensions 
and part numbers. 

Scratchbuilding NYC’s CR Tower  
(Continued)   by Larry Faulkner 
              
( 
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The doors are also Grandt Line, number GL 
5139. The Hudson River or west side of the 
structure did not have any windows.  I did the 
bay window by trial and error until the angle 
looked right to me. The concrete windowsills 
and lintels are Evergreen styrene strip as 
indicated in the drawings as are the horizontal 
trim pieces near the top of the tower. I used 
Evergreen channel as overlay for the staircase 
covering and Tichy Train Group staircase and 
landings part number 8208. I used some 
etched stainless steel I had in my scrap box for 
the platform section of the stairway. This has a 
nice see-through effect. 

 
I did add some interior detail to the second 
story, first by painting the interior walls a 
blue/green color. I made an interlocking 
machine from styrene sheet and a trimmed 
coat zipper for the machine levers color coded 
red and blue. I printed a scaled down track 
diagram and installed it behind the 
interlocking machine like the prototype.  I 
used Miniatronics Corp 1.5-volt incandescent 
bulbs to light the second floor and for the 
exterior lights. I printed up the tower call 
letters on my computer and printed them out 
to install behind the .005 " clear styrene sheet 
window glazing along with green paper for 
the window shades. I noticed in old photos of 
most of New York Central's Electric Division 
towers that the white on black call letters were 
in the second story windows facing the tracks 
from both the north and south directions. MO, 
SK, and CD Towers had the cast concrete call 
letters in lieu of the window letters. 
 
I painted the model with Polly Scale Aged 
Concrete then used Prisma colored pencils to 

do the brickwork color in various reds and 
browns. The doors, windows, and stairway 
are painted Polly Scale Roof Brown. The 
window and concrete trip pieces are painted 
Polly Scale Aged Concrete. The interior is 
braced with 1/4"' X 1/4" styrene strip. The 
roof is made from .040" styrene painted black 
and covered with strips of black painted 
masking tape cut to three scale feet in width to 
simulate a tarpaper roof. I will weather with 
powered chalks and an overcoat of alcohol 
and India ink. 
 

 
The model of the CR Tower, the signal maintainer 
building and Circuit Breaker House #25 in the 
background looking west.  
 
CR Tower had a few supporting structures 
nearby to fill out a modeling scene. A Signal 
Maintainers building was next to and just 
north of the tower. 

 
A shot of Larry’s CR Tower model and the support 
buildings looking southwest. 

Scratchbuilding NYC’s CR Tower  
(Continued)   by Larry Faulkner 
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The Electric Division had thirty circuit breaker 
houses on the main line along the Hudson 
River. Circuit breaker house number 25 was 
just north of the signal maintainers building.  
 

 
This is an Ed Nowak photo taken at the CR Tower 
Interlocking showing the tower and the support 
buildings circa 1954. 
 
There were the assorted electrical cabinet 
relay boxes on both sides of the tower along 
with the cement posts used to support the 
heavy wires coming and going from the tower 
to the signals and electric switch motors that 
CR Tower controlled. 

         
This is a photo from Wayne Koch showing the CR 
Interlocking from the Harmon station area looking 
south in the 1960s. 

 

 
Wayne Koch’s photo showing a similar view as the Ed 
Nowak photo looking south at the tower and the 
interlocking circa 1960s. 
 
I have some Model Memories etched brass 
power poles to build and paint, along with 
their excellent signal bridge kits that have 
been modified to span the needed tracks at 
Harmon.  
 
 I hope this article inspires those who 
model the New York Central's Electric 
Division or just the northern end of it and the 
Hudson Division. I'd like to thank Jack 
Shufelt; New York Central tower guru for 
answering my many questions and allowing 
me to jog his extensive memory bank. Also 
Mary Lambruschi and the good folks at the 
Croton-on-Hudson Historical Society for their 
expertise and sharing their Village history. I'd 
be lost if it weren't for my lovely wife Victoria. 
Her gentle encouragement stirs my creativity 
to model my beloved New York Central 
Railroad and always challenges me to do 
better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scratchbuilding NYC’s CR Tower  
(Continued)     by Larry Faulkner 
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Larry decided he wanted a couple of 
night shots of the tower, so he took these 
two to show what the CR Tower would 
have looked like at night.  This is 
something that few modelers attempt.  
We think the shots turned out pretty 
well.  

We would like to hear from some 
of our readers about night shots 
you have taken of your layout. 
Send your photos to 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net.  
Perhaps we will publish one of 
your photos. 
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The first question that always comes up when 
I talk of kitbashing NYC steam locomotives is 
why?    Over the years there have been 
imported models of most of the major types, 
and some are more accurate than is possible 
with kitbashing.  My answer is usually 
“because I like to do it.”  It is really a bit more 
complex than that.  When I started doing 
kitbashes, imports were limited to Mohawks, 
Hudsons, and Niagaras.  I never tried to 
kitbash those types.  What I wanted were 
Mikados, which were the standard freight 
haulers over most NYC secondary lines, and 
even a few main lines.  These types were only 
available through kitbashing.   So that’s where 
I started.  Over the years I did one H-5, two H-
7s and a non-Mikado G-6 Consolidation 
(Figure 1). 

 
Four kitbashed locomotives – Three different 
manufacturers offered the original kits, but all have 
been modified to produce the “Vanderbilt” look 
 
Not all were hugely successful, but they were 
good enough that I still regularly run two.  
Why just two?  That answer needs to come 
out as I describe what I did.  They all were 
based on kits that once were very common but 
are now all out of production:  Mantua 
Mikados, an English Mikado, and a Penn Line 
RR H-9 Consolidation.  The Mantua and Penn 
Line kits were in production for a very long 
time –- more than 50 years –- but have both 

been discontinued recently.  The English kits 
(no relation to the Englishes who run Bowser) 
had a much shorter life.  But all three show up 
in train shows and on internet-based auctions.   
 
In addition, there are several new suppliers of 
steam locomotives, most of which are very 
smooth, reliable performers, and some of 
which might be candidates for some of the 
modifications I’ve done.  The only possible 
challenge of using many of the current 
offerings is that they seem to be designed for 
snap-together assembly in a factory 
environment and are difficult to disassemble 
for parts replacement and modifications. 
 
I have also discovered lately just how much 
the culture of the hobby has changed since I 
started kitbashing locomotives 50 or so years 
ago.   And I have also discovered that the 
techniques I use firmly place me in a sort of 
amber:  the ideas, techniques, materials, etc. 
forms a base that is not only foreign to many 
contemporary modelers, but may be a barrier, 
even if you like steam locomotives and want 
to modify commercial offerings to NYC 
prototypes.  Examples:   

• There are no steam locomotive kits that 
I know of in current production 

•  Commercial sources of parts and 
details for steam locomotives are now 
down to two: Precision scale and 
Bowser.  Bowser just issued a notice 
that they are seeking a buyer for their 
line of zamac locomotive dies and parts 
so this source is drying up also. (The 
investment brass castings of their 
CalScale and Cary lines is continuing.) 

• Hobby shops are far fewer, and to 
survive, they often have followed the 
trend away from kits to ready to run, 
and as a result, stock few parts of any 
kind, and few or no steam locomotive 
parts. 

Kitbashing HO NYC Steam 
Locomotives By Tom Bailey 

     Photos by Tom 
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This means you may need a large dose of 
creativity to come up with techniques of your 
own to replicate my suggestions and 
products.  And those techniques may be not 
only different, but very likely better.  So 
whatever you choose to do and how, please 
share your results with the readers of the 
NYCentrel Modeler.   We’ll all be the better for 
it. 
 
If you are interested in steam locomotives, 
you are probably older and may have been 
modeling for years.  But I’ve met many 
modelers who would like to work on 
locomotives who have few tools and lack 
experience in working with metal. So to start 
at least,  I’ll assume you may not have the 
tools and techniques I use and will get pretty 
basic.  If you don’t need this, skip ahead.   
After this introduction, I’ll pretty much ignore 
the how I did things and focus on what I did 
and why.   
  
A note of caution:  for stability and durability, 
a lot of drilling and soldering is involved.  
Changing major parts usually requires drilling 
and tapping new holes so the whole thing still 
hangs together.  If this doesn’t intimidate you, 
we’re in good shape.  If it does, but you would 
still like to try, read on.  If I can do it so can 
you.  There will be a lot of fussing and filing, 
wire forming, cutting little parts from sheet 
metal and more, so you will need a basic tool 
kit.   And a bit of patience.   I’ve listed the 
tools you’ll need in Figure 1.  These can come 
from some hobby shops, hardware stores, or 
from mail order shops like Micro Mark.  
 
 
 

Must Have Nice to have 
25 W soldering iron with 
flat tip 

Motor tool: Dremel or 
equivalent 

Pin vise 100 W soldering iron 
Drills nr. 61-80 Nibbling tool 
Taps: 0-80 and 2-56 12-inch  half round rasp 
6 inch flat bastard file Flat nose pliers 
Set of jeweler’s files Light hammer 
Tinsnips  
Needle nose pliers  
Wire cutter[  
Figure 1.  Basic Tools   Sharp, clean files, drills, and 
shears not only make the work faster and easier, they 
are also much safer. 
 
While still in generalities, some consistent 
traits of NYC locomotives, that are basic to 
modifications, should be considered and will 
save repetition later.  Every modified 
locomotive I’ve done required significant 
changes to boiler details, cabs, cylinder blocks, 
and tenders.   

• Changing boiler details is mostly 
cutting whatever needs to be changed 
and replacing it with something else, 
this is pretty straightforward.    

• Because all the prototypes I followed 
used variations of the NYC-standard 
90-inch long cab, usually with two 
windows each side (but not always – 
some H-5 cabs were modified to only 
one window per side),   After my first 
effort, I made up drawings and made 
photo etchings that I used.  It is a messy 
and potentially hazardous process if 
you do it yourself, and requires access 
to a capable vendor if you want to 
proceed along that direction, which can 
be expensive.   Cabs of equal or greater 
quality can be formed of sheet brass or 
styrene and are a better approach. 

• Cylinder blocks are important to me, 
because all the reciprocating equipment 
draws attention to the mechanism, so I 
am willing to go to some trouble to get 
the proportions as close as I can using 

Kitbashing HO NYC Steam 
(Continued)  By Tom Bailey 
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the closest available commercial parts.  
Unfortunately none are in current 
production. 

• Tenders vary with locomotive class and 
date, so before worrying about what’s 
best, select your prototype.  For some, a 
USRA-type is pretty close.  Some of 
these were used on the Big Four H-7 
Mikados.  Old Hudson tenders were 
used, and some are currently available.  
My models mostly follow the Michigan 
Central preference for roll-top tenders 
that can be modified from Mantua 
plastic tenders. But for my models, I 
cheated: I had an opportunity to buy 
extra tenders from imported brass 
offerings.  Unfortunately, that is not a 
very viable option these days.  But more 
on this as we go into the individual 
models. 

I thought all the cylinder blocks that came 
with the original kits missed the mark.  After 
comparing what was available when I did 
them. I wound up using old Varney cylinder 
blocks (Figure 4).  I think these are the closest 
in general proportions to NYC practice.  Are 
they to scale?  I really have no idea.   
 

 
Commercial cylinder blocks – Offerings at the time 
included (from left to right) Bowser PRR consolidation; 
Mantua Mikado; Bowser K-4 Pacific; English 
Pacific/Mikado (slightly modified); English again with 
different modifications; Bowser decapod (new); Varney 
Pacific; and Varney heavy consolidation. 

 
Cylinders selected -- The Varney cylinders on the right 
(Pacific part 1847 and heavy consolidation, part 1845) 
looked far better to me than the smaller Mantua 
cylinders on the left.  
 
All the locomotives I modeled had 27- by 30-
inch cylinders, but how they got bulked up 
with insulation and extra material for strength 
is unknown to me   The NYCSHS has detailed 
drawings for the locomotives in question, but 
I never got them. To me, they look right.  For 
those who are model historians, I used Varney 
part number 1845 Consolidation cylinders for 
all but the G-6 model, which used Varney 
1847 Pacific cylinders.  The Pacific cylinders, 
as shown above, are slightly smaller.  In 
preparation for this article, I contacted Bowser 
to see if their version of the Pacific cylinders is 
still available.  Their answer was yes, but 
when gone, they are gone.  A reminder about 
parts:  as I mentioned earlier, castings were 
my mindset, but lots of built up brass 
cylinders have been offered separately as a 
result of others’ kitbashes of imported models.  
If you can’t find appropriate castings, see if 
there is anything on Ebay under brass. 
 
A note on mechanism dimensions:  my 
models are built using commercial models as 
a starting point:  Mantua, John English, and 
Bowser have rigid wheelbases that are slightly 
too long (Figure 5).  The prototype NYC 
Mikados (even including the H-10 series) had 
16 feet 6 inch rigid wheelbases.  The closest of 
the models I did was the English, which scales 
out at just 17 scale feet.  The Bowser Mikado 
and the old Varney Mikado are the longest, at 
just under 18 scale feet.  The Mantua Mikado 
is almost exactly in between, at about 17 feet 6 

  Kitbashing HO NYC Steam 
(Continued)  By Tom Bailey 

      
 



 

NYCentral Modeler         1st Quarter 2012 56 

inches.    An error of a foot and a half seems 
enormous, but in reality is less than 3/16-inch.  
I think the errors are noticeable, but not 
unworkable.  In reality, the only time I even 
see it is if my H-5 is right up close to one of 
the H-7s.  The overall effect is pretty good. 

 
Relative rigid wheelbase length – The kits I used 
have rigid wheelbases of from about 17 scale feet to 
nearly 19 scale feet.  From top to bottom are the 
connecting rods from kit Mikados are Varney, Bowser, 
Mantua, John English. 
 
H-7s from Mantua Mikados. 
Let’s look at the H-7e.  That’s where I started.  
My H-7e 1972  (Photo on next page) was by 
far the easiest, but it is still a work in progress.  
It is one of the engines I’ve not run in ages, 
but in preparing for this article, I started 
tinkering with it and it now runs fine. But I 
am not happy with the cab, which came from 
a friend’s Bowser K-11 Pacific that hit a 
concrete floor from a 4-foot table, and got 

seriously deformed. But the cab was OK.  
When I first did it, I picked the number from 
an old Railroad magazine as one of the ex-Big 
Four locomotives that wound up on the 
Michigan Central for a while, which is the 
segment of the NYC that I know most about.  
I didn’t have any photos of that specific 
locomotive, but there were photos of lots of 
Big Four H-7e in Alvin Stuaffer’s New York 
Central Steam Power with Hudson cabs 
and tenders, so at first I used the cab from a 
Rosebud Kitmaster plastic Hudson, and the 
tender from that locomotive. (If you want to 
do the same, the Monogram/Revell plastic 
version of the J-3 Hudson is still available, 
with much finer detail than the one I used).  
Later I discovered that the 1972 wasn’t one of 
those with Hudson cabs, but by then, the cab 
from the mangled Bowser pacific cab was 
available. 
 
When I changed the cab, I also wanted to 
change the tender, although my NYC diagram 
book said the 1972 did not have a Hudson 
tender.  That was one of the other reasons I’ve 
not run the model much.  I now think that a 
midsize tender from a model of a USRA 
Mikado or Pacific seems to look like those that 
the prototype H-7e locomotives had when 
built, but I haven’t done that yet. 
 
I’ll go into more detail on what I did on this 
locomotive and what I’d do differently if I 
were to do it again and the others in the next 
issue of the NYCentral Modeler. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kitbashing HO NYC Steam 
(Continued)  By Tom Bailey 
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Figure 6.  Model H-7e 1972 – This was a fairly straightforward effort starting with a Mantua Mikado and 
adding a new pilot, stack and domes, cab and trailing truck and a lot of smaller details. 
 

 

Kitbashing HO NYC Steam 
(Continued)  By Tom Bailey 

      
 

Letters to the Editor 
We will begin to publish letters to the editor in our next issue of the 
NYCentral Modeler.  We have received several emails from you over the past 
six months and have decided that we would like to share some of the 
comments you have provided to us with our readers. 
 
If you have comments, corrections, praise or gripes just send us an email and 
perhaps you will see your words in print here in this location in our next 
issue.  Send them to NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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Photo Section  
The Observation Car 	  

Roger	  Hensley’s	  HO	  Scale	  Layout	  	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

A	  NYC	  GP	  7	  pulls	  a	  boxcar	  into	  the	  South	  
Anderson	  Yard	  on	  Roger	  Hensley’s	  HO	  scale	  
railroad.	  

A	  NYC	  RS	  3	  shows	  longtime	  wear	  as	  it	  
works	  the	  Anderson	  yard	  on	  Roger	  
Hensley’s	  HO	  Scale	  layout.	  

	  

	  

Roger	  has	  a	  wonderful	  website	  featuring	  the	  “Railroads	  of	  Madison	  County,	  
Indiana.”	  	  Roger	  lives	  in	  Anderson,	  Indiana,	  your	  editor’s	  hometown.	  	  Check	  
out	  his	  website	  at:	  http://madisonrails.railfan.net/	  
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Photo Section  
The Observation Car  

Andy	  Szabo’s	  HO	  Scale	  Layout	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Andy	  sent	  us	  some	  photos	  of	  his	  railroad	  that	  is	  loosely	  based	  upon	  the	  “Building	  the	  Berkshire	  
Division”	  from	  the	  December	  1992	  edition	  of	  Model	  Railroader.	  	  We	  can’t	  wait	  to	  hear	  Andy’s	  story	  
in	  one	  of	  our	  upcoming	  editions	  of	  the	  NYCentral	  Modeler	  and	  see	  many	  more	  photos	  of	  his	  
beautiful	  railroad	  inspired	  by	  the	  New	  York	  Central	  and	  set	  in	  the	  late	  1950’s.	  
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Photo Section  
The Observation Car  

	  

	  

	  

	  

One	  of	  the	  Accucraft	  AML	  line	  J-‐1a	  Hudsons	  in	  1/29	  scale.	  	  The	  loco	  and	  tender	  are	  over	  40	  inches	  
long	  and	  weigh	  in	  at	  40	  pounds.	  	  It	  is	  equipped	  with	  a	  Phoenix	  sound	  system	  and	  is	  one	  of	  two	  
found	  on	  Noel	  Widdifield’s	  NYC	  indoor	  layout.	  To	  see	  Noel’s	  layout	  in	  action	  look	  up:	  	  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LreFh4b-‐	  

	   A	   photo	   (left)	   of	   author	   Will	   Boyle’s	   20th	  
Century	   Limited	   rolls	   across	   his	   layout.	  	  
Will’s	   upcoming	   article	   on	   “LED	   Lighting	  
for	   the	  20th	  Century	  Limited	  and	  Others”	   is	  
scheduled	   for	   inclusion	   in	   our	   next	   edition	  
of	  the	  NYCentral	  Modeler.	  Be	  sure	  to	  watch	  
for	  it	  in	  our	  2nd	  Quarter	  2012	  edition.	  
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The New York Central System Historical Society is pleased to 
announce that their 2012 Annual Meeting & Convention will be held 
Friday, May 4 through Sunday, May 6, 2012 in Middlebury, IN, at the 
Essen Haus Hotel. Middlebury is 20 minutes from Elkhart, IN, where 
most of our convention activities will be centered. 
Our convention this year will have some focus on towers and 
interlockings and will feature many firsts for the NYCSHS. Highlights 
of the convention and meeting will be a tour and activities at the 
National New York Central Museum, a steam train ride on the Little 
River Railroad, layout tours, train show, presentations, silent auction, 
banquet and some special surprises. Our guest speaker will be Maurice 
Lewman, retired NYC engineer, who will speak on his career as an 
engineer. Maurice was featured in the Central Headlight in a two-issue 
article. This will be a chance for everyone to meet him and hear first-
hand, the stories and happenings in his long career which covered both 
steam and diesel 
operations. 
 
For the modelers, this will be an opportunity to come and see some 
new projects the society is working on and to meet some of the people 
who are helping to expand this area while other NYC fans can meet 
and talk with former NYC employees from different fields and their 
stories and experiences. 
 
Watch the website: http://www.nycshs.org for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Pat Livingston at 
conraildisp@hotmail.com or Darwin Simonaitis at dfssas@msn.com or 
call 307-237-3557.

As we travel through the winter, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
April 2012 edition.  It will not be hard to think about model railroading 
during these cold winter months, so we know that most of you 
continue to build models and run your railroads in spite of all of those 
ice skating, snowmobiling, sledding, pinecones and other fun things. If 
you are not building or buying things for your railroad; some of you 
are still running your trains.  So even if you don’t feel you can write an 
article, just send us some photos of your layout. 

NYCSHS Annual Meeting Preview Of 2nd 
Quarter 2012 

issue 
 

A Shoreham Shops brass 
NYC coach brings up  the 
rear of one of Will Boyle’s 

passenger trains.  His article 
on LED lighting appears in 

the next issue. 

(Photo by Will) 

NYC L-3 #3013 rolls a freight 
into Shelby, Ohio in May 1953. 

Photo by Jeremy Taylor 
NYCSHS Collection 

One of the many photos in 
the NYCSHS collection. 




