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Bob Shaw’s table construction.  (Photo by Bob 
Shaw)   

Building an O-Scale NYC-Like Layout 

Bob Shaw teaches us some exciting new 
techniques for building a model railroad 
from the beginning.  This is the first of 
several articles that will follow Bob along as 
he builds a new O-scale model railroad.  This 
article takes us from the beginning as he 
constructs the layout foundation and has the 
backdrop painted.  Future articles will take 
us through the various steps required to 
build a complete layout. (Page 26) 

 

 

3 rd Quarter 2014 
Volume 4  Number 3 NYCSHS Modeler’s E-zine 

The  NYCSHS  provides  considerable  
NYC  Railroad  information  that  is  very  
useful  for  modelers.  Pages  3  &  5.  

The  NYCentral  Modeler  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

Check   out   the  NYCentral  Modeler   features,   “From  The   New  York  
Central  Engineering  Department”  by  Manuel  Duran-‐‑Duran  and  the  
“Harmon  Files”  by  Larry  Faulkner.     They  will  offer  scale  drawings  
of  NYCS  structures  and  take  you  through  the  steps  to  build  them.  

  

The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses   on   providing   information   about   modeling   of   the   railroad   in   all  
scales.  This   issue   features   articles,  photos,   and   reviews  of  NYC-‐‑related  models  and   layouts.  The  
objective   for   the   publication   is   to   help   members   improve   their   ability   to  model   the   New   York  
Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical   Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four  
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed    

Central  Headlight,   the   official  
publication   of   the  NYCSHS.  
Only   the  Central  Headlight   is  
available   to   members,   and  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information   each   quarter.  
From   steam   to   diesel   (and  
electric),   from   freight   to  
passenger,   from   branchline  
to   mainline,   the   Central  
Headlight   covers   it   all.   Our  
Annual   Meetings   focus   on  
the   preservation   of   New  
York  Central  railroad  history  
with   informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
join  today!  www.nycshs.net  

  
Board  of  Directors  

R.J.  Barrett,  C.J.  Beargie,  P.T.  
Carver,  J.  Epperson,  T.R.  
Gerbracht,  J.  Hands,  S.H.  
Lustig,  R.C.  Schiring,  D.  
Simonaitis,  R.L.  Stoving,  J.C.  
Suhs,  N.F.  Widdifield  

Directors  Emeriti:  A.K.  Bush,  
J.W.  Mills,  J.P.  Quinlivan  
(Founder)  

Editor:                                        Noel  Widdifield  
Asst.  Editors:     Tom  Bailey  

      John  Martin  

Proof  Editor   Julie  Sanders  

Engineering  Dept.  Manuel  Duran-‐‑
Duran  

Harmon  Files              Larry  Faulkner  

Layout  Drawing  Artist    
                              Frank  Knight  

  

The  NYCSHS  Modelers’  Committee  
We  have  a  NYCSHS  Modelers  Committee  that  now  has  15  members.    We  meet  on  the  phone  about  
once  a  month  to  strategize  about  what  to  do  to  support  NYC  modeling  for  our  members.  
The  members  of   the   committee  are  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,   Jeff  
English,  Noel  Widdifield,  Dave  Staplin,  Paul  Pickard,  Lawrence  Faulkner,  Manuel  Duran-‐‑Duran,  
Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  Larry  Grant,  and  Rich  Stoving.    
We   have   released   over   ten  models   at   20%   off   MSRP   to   our   members   and   have   sold   over   1000  
models  and  taken  pre-‐‑orders  for  another  1000.    We  have  released  several  HO-‐‑scale  models,  one  N-‐‑
scale   model,   and   are   in   the   process   of   finding   more   HO-‐‑,   N-‐‑   and   even   O–scale   models   to   be  
released   in   coming  months.     Watch   our  website   and   “Collinwood   Shop”   online   store   for   more  
information.  
We  have  released  several  NYC  models  over  the  last  year,  but  if  you  have  some  ideas  for  us,  contact  
us  at  NYCBigFour@comcast.net  
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“Blow me a kiss from across the room, say 
I look nice when I’m not.”   If you’re of my 
generation you might remember the 1954 
Kitty Kallen hit song that reminded a 
hubby or boyfriend that little things mean 
a lot in affairs of the heart.  1954 was the 
year that I started dating my bride-to-be, 
and I guess we’ve both remembered some 
of the little things, because we’re still very 
much in love sixty years later. 
Little things mean a lot on a model 
railroad, too.  Small things like an 
interesting load on a flat car, switch 
rodding at a tower, or a family picnic 
scene near the high iron tend to capture 
the eye of a viewer and keep it from 
dwelling on such unavoidable modeling 
shortcomings as ridiculously sharp curves, 
out-of-perspective backgrounds, and the 
unavoidable “drop off the face of the 
earth” right under the viewer’s nose.   

Little things can be very little.  Flanger 
signs, mileposts, whistle posts, telephone 
boxes, etc. all add to any scene.  Moreover, 
if they replicate the appearance and 
practice of a particular railroad, they 
establish the “feel” of that railroad in 
miniature.  New York Central’s uniquely 
shaped whistle posts come to mind.   

Little things are nice, too, because adding 
them to a model scene generally does not 
entail the investment of a lot of time, 
effort, or cash.  And for someone like me, 
who has a model railroad that is basically 
finished, they can provide modeling 
challenges that will keep the creative juices 
flowing.   

Need some inspiration?  Just look at some 
railroad photos. Kalmbach’s Classic Trains 
recently initiated a “What’s in a 
Photograph” series that, in each issue, 
identifies and explains a plethora of 
trackside items found in a single 

photograph.  Virtually any railroad photo 
will yield interesting modeling ideas.  

Yes, little things do mean a lot.  If you 
spend a lot of time in the train room and 
there’s also a sweetie in your life, you 
might want to pull up the song on the 
internet and listen to Kitty’s good advice.   

  

 

 

 
Some official NYC drawings from our latest 
DVD. “NYCS Standard Plans for Right of 
Way and Structures”. Available at 
www.NYCSHS.net  NYCSHS “Collinwood 
Shop”

                                                            Little  Things  Mean  a  Lot      By  President  R.  L.    Stoving  
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  From the Cab 
Every time I sit down to write this column, I am 
reminded of the more than 1600 members in the 
NYCSHS. We estimate that about 75% of those 
members are associated with modeling in some 
way.   

The two surveys we have conducted on modeling 
have given us some insight into how you model 
and what you would like to see us do to improve 
our support to modelers. 

The NYCSHS Modeling Committee meets about 
once a month to review our support to all of you 
who model.  We feel an important responsibility to 
make sure that all we do supports of all of you 
modelers. 

We have listened to what you are saying to us in 
the surveys and are doing our best to bring you 
what you ask for in those surveys, emails, and 
comments. 

Check out the NYCSHS website at 
www.NYCSHS.org for some new features for the 
modeler.  Look at the pulldown button “Modeling 
Resources” on the front page. We have several 
new menu items called “NYCSHS Model 
Offerings,” “Modeling Videos,” and “Modeling 
Technical Data”. 

Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

Thanks, Noel 
Editor, NYCentral Modeler 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

We especially need articles for scales in 
addition to HO.  We have complaints that we 
only publish HO-scale articles. That is because 
we only get HO-scale articles from you. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

I really want to hear what you think concerning 
this issue and about your modeling or 
collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 
Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@pdt.net                                                                                          NYCSHS  Books:  NYCSHS  Book  Collection  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                                  NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield  NYCBigFour@verizon.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com                        NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay  mackdave@optimum.net  

  

  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2014 6	  

Bob Shaw   Building a Creative O-Scale Layout that Interprets the Scenic 
NYC Water Level Route - Part 1   (p. 26) 

 

layout,” he said.     

Bob, his wife Wanda, and twin sons relocated frequently, as he assumed new positions 
during his career as a corporate marketing communications manager at GE.  However, Bob 
says he always kept his “priorities” in order when house-hunting.  “Wanda would go up-
stairs to explore a potential home,” he explained, “and I would go downstairs to see how 
much real estate was available for the layout!”   

Bob and Wanda are retired and live in southern Michigan.  When not training, they enjoy 
spoiling their two grandchildren, traveling and getting together with friends.  We are 
pleased that Bob is going to share his layout experience with us today by taking us through 
the process of planning, designing, and building his creative interpretation of the famous 
NYC Water Level Route.  

  

Barry Clements Using 3-D Printing to Build HO-Scale “Dry Bulk” Trailers (p. 38) 

 

HO- scale Union Pacific. Although in recent years he has branched back into British steam 
and diesel again, his main interest is HO-scale DCC. During his teens, he dabbled in radio 
control model cars, boats, tanks, planes, and even submarines, and guesses his interest in 
this side of things lead him into a career in mechanical design. He has been working now for 
35 years in various industries such as data and radio communications, HI-FI, medical lasers 
and he currently works for a company that develops and manufactures laboratory 
equipment.  He has been married to Julie, who has put up with his various hobbies for 25 
years this year. They have two grown children, one of whom now lives in the Netherlands. 

A native of Schenectady, NY, Bob’s interest in the New York Central 
began when he was a boy and continues to be expressed today in the 
O-scale trains he runs and the layouts he builds.  He enjoys the great 
friendships that were forged as a member of TCA (Train Collectors 
Association) and LOS (Lionel Operating Society).  “I particularly enjoy 
finding ‘intensely used’ Lionel engines at swap meets and restoring 
them from the inside-out before putting them into service on my 
layout”, he said.     

Barry was born and raised in England. He has always been 
interested in constructing model kits. His dad encouraged an early 
interest in model railways, and up to the age of 16 he was an OO-
scale Great Western Railway enthusiast until the discovery of 
Rivarossi Big Boy and Challenger locomotives converted him to 	  
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Rick DeCandido  Building My NYC DFA/B in HO-Scale - Part 2  (P. 55) 

 

 

 

Pete LaGuardia                   Point and Go Tortoise Control  (p. 60) 

 

  

Pete’s background in electronics has assisted him in wiring his layout and preparing his 
basement for DCC operations.  

He is an active member of Northern Virginia Round Robin Operations Group, which meets 
bi-monthly at members’ homes.  This is Pete’s second article in the NYCentral Modeler. 

Pete is working on achieving his Master Model Railroad Certificate by the National Model 
Railroad Association. He has completed three certificates and currently working on scenery 
and civil certificate areas. 
 
Ron Parisi   History of the NYCRR’s West Side Freight Lines – Part 2 (p. 62) 

 

Rick is an injection mold and plastic parts designer who lives in 
Mississauga, Ontario.  He enjoys studying and modeling the NYCS, 
MCRR, CASO, and the TH&B, in the 1930 to 1945 era.  His HO-scale 
home layout is "Fillmore Avenue Roundhouse," a proto-lanced NYCS 
Engine Terminal based in Buffalo, NY, in 1942. This is Rick’s second 
article in the NYCentral Modeler. His “Fillmore” layout made into the 
Model Railroad Model Railroad Planning 2015. 

Like most of us, Pete got his first Lionel train set at a young age.  
Growing up in the Bronx, all he could do was run the train around a 
circle on the living room floor.  However it captured his imagination 
and his interest in trains grew as he got older.  Pete’s interests are in 
operations using TT & TO.  Recently he moved into his retirement 
home with his wife, Marie, and built a 30 x 35 HO-scale railroad.  

  	  

Ron is a long-time member of the NYCSHS and a prolific and 
accomplished modeler.  He is a member of the NYCSHS Modeler 
Committee and led the technical development of the NYC 19000 
caboose for the Society. His interests include the maritime operations of 
New York City railroads and the history of the NYCRR in New York.  
This is Ron’s sixth article for the NYCentral Modeler. 
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O-Scale 

Third Rail Division of Sunset 
Models 

EMC FT-1A/B Units 

	  

Expertly Crafted, ABS Bodies, Full Cab Interior, 
Canon Powered, Sound in 2R and 3R. 3R With ERR 
Cruise, Railsounds Smoke. 2R with QSI “Titan” 
DC/DCC and Sound. Coming Fall 2014,  

• ABS Body 
• Horizontal Motor Drive (Canon Precision Motor) 
• 3R ERR Cruise, TMCC, Railsounds 
• 2R - QSI "Titan" DC/DCC 
• New Extreme Detail Cab Interior (Lighted) 
• Smooth Operating  
• Available in Powered A $599.95 
• Powered B Unit 2R/3R $499.95 
• Need More Reservations... or Some Roads Will Be 

Left Out 
• Reservations Close      Now 

NYC Budd RDC-1/RDC-2 

 

3rd Rail is proud to announce the RDC-1 and  
RDC-2 (Combine) in ABS. This model boasts two  
in-truck mounted Canon motors with all wheels  
driven and sprung for a very smooth and  
prototypical operation. These RDC cars come  
complete with interior detailing, overhead  
LED lighting and passenger figures. 2R Models  
come with Directional Lighting. 3R has ERR Cruise, 
TMCC, and New Diesel Railsounds.  

Features: 

• In Truck Canon Motor Drive 
• 3R ERR Cruise, TMCC, New Sounds 
• 2R - QSI "Titan" DC/DCC with Sound 
• Interior Detail with Figures 
• LED Overhead Lighting 
• Smooth Operating  
• Powered $699.95 DDC $599.95 DC 
• And Dummy Units $549.95 DDC $449.95 DC 
http://www.3rdrail.com/ 

 
Precision Scale Co. Inc. 
 
NYC 4-6-4 J-3a Streamlined Hudson 
 

 
 
#17701-1 1938 NYC 4-6-4 J-3a, fully streamlined with 
Scullin disc drivers, roller bearing rods, 13,000 gal/28-
ton tender. Painted dark gray and black with wide 
silver and blue stripes on tender, #5450 thru #5454. 
#17703-1 1938 NYC 4-6-4 J-3a, fully streamlined with 
Boxpok drivers, friction bearing rods, 13,000 gal/28-ton 
tender. Painted dark gray and black with wide silver 
and blue stripes on tender #5445 thru #5449. 
#17705-1 1940s NYC 4-6-4 J-3a, semi-streamlined (skirt 
and air pump cut back) Scullin disc drivers, roller 
bearing rods, 13,000 gal/28-ton tender. Painted light 
gray with narrow silver stripes on tender, #5452 and 
#5454. 
#17707-1 1940s NYC 4-6-4 J-3a, semi-streamlined (skirt 
and air pump cut back), Boxpok drivers, friction 
bearing rods, 13,000 gal/28-ton tender. Painted light 
gray with narrow silver stripes on tender, #5445, #5446 
& #5448. 
#17709-1 1945 NYC 4-6-4 J-3a semi-streamlined (skirts 
cut above fire box and air pumps cut Back) Boxpok 
drivers, friction bearing rods, 18,000 
MSRP  Not yet announced.  Expected delivery 
unknown - Orders taken now. 
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NYC 4-6-4 Commodore Vanderbilt 
 

 
 
18368-1 – NYC 4-6-4 Commodore Vanderbilt as built in 
1934 with friction bearing rods and spoke drivers. 
Painted with gray boiler and aluminum trim #5344. 
18370-1 – NYC 4-6-4 Commodore Vanderbilt as 
modified in 1935 with roller bearing rods and scullin 
disc drivers. Painted with gray boiler and aluminum 
trim #5344. 
MSRP  Not announced. Expected delivery unknown - 
Taking Orders Now. 
http://www.precisionscaleco.com/ 

 
HO-Scale 
Rolling Stock 

Intermountain 

Red Caboose 1937 AAR Boxcars with Double Doors 

Sharp Painting and Lettering, Metal 33" Wheelsets, 
Kadee® Couplers. 

RR-38526 Built:  RPKD  BG  6-63 
Stock Number / Car Number     

-13  59012 -14  59021 -15  59039 
  

-16  59046 -17  59065 -18  59075 
  

MSRP $34.95  Expected delivery August 2014 

www.intermountain-railway.com 

 

 

 

 

Accurail 

Single Sheathed Boxcar  

 

Outside braced with National wood doors and Murphy 
corrugated steel ends. 

MSRP $16.98  Expected delivery now. 

http://www.accurail.com/accurail/ 

 

Central Ohio Model Railroad Club 

Toledo & Central Ohio Railroad 41-Foot 
Steel Gondola 

 
Central Ohio Model Railroad Club is offering an 
Accurail 41-foot steel gondola HO-kit of the Toledo & 
Central Ohio Railroad (Div. of NY Central System) in 2 
numbers (24302 or 24313)   

$22.00 each plus $6.00 shipping for one or two.   

Ohio residents add 7.5% sales tax.  Check or money 
order to: COMRC, c/o Bill Alarie, 632 D’Lyn St., 
Columbus, OH 43228. 
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HO-Scale Locomotives 

Atlas 

H15-44 & HH16-44 Locomotives 

 

Features:  

• Bi-directional red and green LED marker lamps  
• Realistic die-cast underframe 
• Five-pole skewed armature motor with dual 

flywheels for optimum performance at all 
speeds 

• Directional lighting & crew figures 
• Factory-equipped with AccuMate® knuckle 

couplers 
• Separately-installed scale windshield wipers 

and fine scale handrails 
• Separately-applied coupler cut levers  
• Separately-applied fuel tank skirt as 

appropriate by railroad 
• Etched metal radiator grilles 
• AAR-B or FM-style truck sideframes as 

appropriate by railroad 
 

MSRP Silver $159.95 Gold $269.95 Expected delivery 
4th Quarter 2014 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 

Broadway Limited Imports 

USRA Heavy Mikado 2-8-2 (H-9a) 

 

NYC Road Number 9592 

These are USRA design and the heavy Mike (H-9a) was 

an exclusive of the P&LE & PMcK&Y.  There were a 
total of thirty of these.   

MSRP $349.99              Expected delivery November 2014 

USRA Light Pacific 4-6-2  (NYC? & B&A?) 

 

B&A Road Numbers 501 & 502   NYC Road # 4552 & 4550 

MSRP $349.99              Expected delivery November 2014 

The 4-6-2s Pacifics are incorrect models, very unlike the 
K-11 Pacific that they purport to represent.   The 2-8-2 
does appear to be based on a heavy USRA Mike and the 
NYC had 194 classes H-6 and 30 classes H-9.  The P&LE 
H-9’s were in fact heavy USRA Mikes, so this one might 
have possibilities, although some details and the tender 
appear incorrect.   

2-8-0 Consolidation (NYC?) 

	  

Road	  Numbers	  1183	  &	  1199	  	  

MSRP $449.99 Expected delivery September 2014 

This is a 2-8-0 in NYC livery, but it is not the G-46 
Consolidation that the NYC processed. 

Broadway Limited does class the Consolidation and 
Pacifics as NP. NP is defined as “Occasionally we will 
produce models that never existed, but we believe our 
customers will enjoy. These models are denoted with 
an NP appended to their item descriptions in our 
product guides.” 

www.broadway-limited.com 
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EMD SW7 Switcher 

 

These model NW2's, and come equipped with our new 
state-of-the-art sound system - Paragon2. The Paragon2 
sound and control system allows you to operate your 
model in DC or DCC out-of-the-box.   

Features:    
  

• All new 
Paragon2 sound 
and control 
system 

• Integral 
DC/DCC dual 
mode decoder 
for ease of 
operation 

• Industry best 
slow-speed 
operation in DC 
and DCC 

• Prototypical 
light operation 
with headlight, 
cab light, and 
rear light 

• Authentic EMD 
NW2 switcher 
sounds! 
Controllable in 
DC and DCC. 

• All-wheel drive 
and all-wheel 
electrical pick-
up 

• Operating 
knuckle 
couplers 

• Factory installed engineer figure 
 

 

•  

• ABS plastic body 
with heavy die 
cast chassis for 
maximum tractive 
effort 

• Precision gearing 
optimized for 
switching 

 
• 5-pole can motor 

with skew wound 
armature and dual 
fly wheels 

• Locomotive 
Length (coupler to 
coupler):  6.25 
inches 

• Locomotive 
Weight: 9.2 oz. 

• Separately 
Applied 
Handrails, 
Ladders, Whistle, 
and Brass Bell 

• Will Operate on 
Code 70, 83, and 
100 rail 

• Recommended 
Minimum Radius: 
18 inches 

 

MSRP: $229.99  Expected delivery December 2014 

www.Broadway-limited.com 

Athearn 

RS-3 

 

• Paint scheme: Black  
• New road numbers  
• Previous run: January 2009  
• Freight and passenger service  
• ATS motor generator  
• Flat pilot  
• Horizontal recessed twin sealed beam headlight  
• Crosswise water cooled exhaust stack  
• Steam generator intake vent  
• Straight steam generator stack  
• Two center windows on the front and rear are 

painted black  
• WABCO Type E-2 air horn  
• Round vent  
• Frame mounted bell  
• Fuel tank extension  
• Era: 1951-1966 
Road numbers 8264, 8280 & 8248 
MSRP $114.98  Expected delivery November 2014 

http://www.athearn.com/ 

 
Precision Scale Co. Inc. 
NYC J-3a Empire State Express 

 
 
18346-1 NYC 4-6-4 J3a Empire State Express (1941) fully 
streamlined, Scullin disc drivers. Painted black and silver 
#5426 and # 5429. 
18348-1 NYC 4-6-4 J3a Empire State Express (1946) with 
skirts cut back, PT-4 tender, all Scullin disc drivers. Painted 
black and silver #5426. 
18350-1 NYC 4-6-4 J3a Empire State Express (1946) with 
skirts cut back, PT-4 tender, Box Pok main driver. Painted 
black and silver #5429. 
18352-1 NYC 4-6-4 J3a Empire State Express (1947) with 
skirts cut back, fully streamlined tender. Painted black and 
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silver #5426. 
18354-1 NYC 4-6-4 J3a Empire State Express (1947) with 
skirts cut back, Box Pox main driver, fully streamlined 
tender. Painted black and graphite #5429. 
18356-1 NYC 4-6-4 J3a Empire State Express (1948) with 
skirts cut back, standard non-streamlined J-3	  tender.	  Painted	  
black	  and	  silver	  lettered	  for	  The	  ‘Mercury’. 
MSRP to be announced. Expected delivery late 2014 

 
http://www.precisionscaleco.com/ 

 
N-Scale 
Rolling Stock 

Intermountain 

53’6” AAR 70-ton Flatcars 

 

68708   Built:  RKD  ER  6-15-43 
Stock Number / Car Number     

-01  499603 -02  499652 -03  499679   

-04  499710 -05  499764 
 
   -06  499795 
 

  

MSRP $22.95  Expected delivery September 2014 
 

 

70-Ton Bulkhead Flats 

 

68752 (photo shown is the HO scale version)  
Stock Number / Car 

Number     

-01  481403 -02  481408 -03  481416  -04  481422 -05  481430 -06  481445  
    
MSRP $22.95    Expected delivery September 2014 
http://www.intermountain-railway.com/ 

 

Broadway Limited Imports 

NYC 3-Bay H-2 Hoppers 

 

These highly detailed models are available in distinctly 
numbered 6-packs. For several road names, this run 
features A, B, and C packs - meaning if you purchase all 
three packs, you will have 18 distinctly numbered cars 
for a long string of coal haulers. 

Features: 
• Precision Paint, Color, and Lettering Schemes   
• Many Separately Applied Details   
• Detailed Bay Interiors   
• Realistic Removable Coal Loads  
• ABS Couplers: (2) Operating MicroTrains #1015 or 

Compatible  
• Tracks: Code 55, 70, 83, & 100 Rail   
• Minimum Operating Radius: 9.75 in 
• 18 road numbers 
MSRP $139.99   Expected delivery October 2014 

These are N&W hoppers that were also leased to the 
PRR and B&O. They were never owned by the NYC. 

www.broadway-limited.com 

N-Scale Locomotives 

Atlas 

H15-44 & HH16-44 Locomotives 

 
The model represents the “phase I” body style of both 
the H15-44 and H16-44 that was produced between 
1947 and 1952. Options include FM or AAR truck side 
frames, high or low headlights, early or late-production 
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phase 1 hoods and a removable fuel tank skirt. 

Features:  
• Bi-directional red and green LED classification 

lights that work in DCC and analog mode 
• Scale Speed™ motor 
• Factory-equipped with AccuMate® knuckle 

couplers 
• Painted safety rails 
• Blackened metal wheels 
• Golden-white LED headlights 
• Two versions: Decoder-equipped (NCE) or non-

decoder equipped with PC board designed for easy 
conversion to DCC in the future if desired 

MSRP – Standard $119.95 Decoder-Equipped $159.95 
Estimated Release 1st Quarter 2015 
http://www.atlasrr.com/ 

 
Bachmann 
NW-2 

 

Features include: 
* DCC-equipped for speed, direction, and lighting 
* dual-mode NMRA-compliant decoder 
* double-shafted coreless motor 
* die-cast frame 
* prototype-specific headlight 
* E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers  
MSRP $149.00 Shipping now  
http://www.bachmanntrains.com 

Broadway Limited Imports 

EMD E-7A/B Set 

 

Road Numbers: 4000/41000 Powered A unit, Dummy B unit 
Paragon 2 Sound/DC/DCC 
 
Features:    

•  

• All new 
Paragon2 sound 
and control 
system 

•  

• Integral 
DC/DCC dual 
mode decoder 
for ease of 
operation 

•  

• Industry best 
slow-speed 
operation in DC 
and DCC 

•  
• Prototypical 

headlight 

•  

• Authentic EMD 
E6 sounds! 
Controllable in 
DC and DCC. 

•  

• All-wheel drive 
and all-wheel 
electrical pick-
up 

•  
• Operating 

knuckle 
couplers 

•    

•  

•  

• ABS plastic body 
with heavy die 
cast chassis for 
maximum tractive 
effort 

•  • Precision gearing 

•  

• 5-pole can motor 
with skew wound 
armature and dual 
fly wheels 

•  

• Locomotive 
Length (coupler to 
coupler):  5.5 
inches 

•  • Locomotive 
Weight: 4 oz. 

•  

• Many separately 
applied details 
such as handrails, 
ladders, whistle 

•  
• Will Operate on 

Codes 80, 70, 60, 
and 55 rail 

•  
• Recommended 

Minimum Radius: 
9.75 inches 

 

        MSRP 279.99   Expected delivery October 2014 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  www.broadway-limited.com 

Other Models (MTH- Lionel Tinplate) 

 
Detroit Monorail Set (Tinplate) NYC?) 

http://www.mthtrains.com/content/10-3048-1 
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Other Products 

Protocraft Decals 

 

O-Scale decals 

 

 

 

 

 

These decals sets are done in 1/48 scale and the 
NYCSHS provided some input to their development.  
They offer many other decals sets in 1/48 and a very 
few in 1/64 and 187 scales. 

Price for the above sets is $7.50 each. 

http://www.protocraft.com/ 

 

 

 

 

The Archives of Advertising 

 

New York Central Railroad: A History 
in Advertising 1940-1956 

Over 95 ads documenting the railroad who 
gave us the 20th Century Limited and the 
Water Level Route. Locomotives include the 
streamlined Hudson steam engines of the 
1940s and their workhorse cousins, the 
Mohawks and Niagaras. 
 
There are some excellent examples of the ads 
in our photo Section. The Observation Car on 
page 78.  These are just two examples of the 
wonderful ads found on this DVD.  
 
You can read a short analytical essay or 
timeline that further explains the history of the 
products included. Essays are written by Bill 
McBride, former advertising copywriter and 
creative director, and former advertising 
columnist for Old Cars Weekly and Car 
Exchange magazine. A printable chronological 
checklist of the ads, including magazine where 
published and date, is also included.  
Price - $19.95   

 http://www.archivesofadvertising.com/ 
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Update on NYCSHS Models 
You have been asking for N-Scale NYC 
Models, so here you have one. We are offering 
an NYCEMD E-7 A/B set in N-scale. 

 

New York Central EMD E-7 A/B Set (N-
Scale) 

These models will be released in October 2014 
by Broadway Limited and are available in our 
Collinwood Shop. www.NYCSHS.net  

Non-members’ price for the pair is $279.99 
and NYCSHS members’ price is $223.99. 
Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must pay 
8% Ohio sales tax. 

Only very few of these are left. They are 
selling out fast.We have another N-scale 
project that we will be announcing soon. 
Watch for it on the website. 
www.NYCSHS.org 

We offered a set of NYCS “Sharks” for sale in 
May, and they are now all sold out. 

 

NYC RF-16A/B set (HO-Scale) 

These Broadway Limited models were 
offered at $223.99 for NYCSHS members.  

 

HO-Scale Lines East Brick Manual Tower 

We are offering a NYC Lines East Brick 
Manual Tower in HO-scale.   

These towers were fixtures at interlockings on 
the 
River Division: DU, WE, FY, TU 
Hudson Division: SS50, BV 
Mohawk Division: SK, SM 7, 11 
Syracuse: 6,18, 25, 30, 33, 42 
CH&R Structures Unlimited is producing 
these for a limited run for the Society.  They 
will be a generic 13-window (trackside) kit 
with an extra end wall for left or right hand 
stairs. 
Laser cut acrylic brick work and concrete 
sections; laser cut basswood upper section, 
stairs, landings, window glazing and details. 
Pre-order now with no down payment.  
MSRP $119.99 and NYCSHS member price 
of $95.99. Shipping is extra and Ohio residents 
add 8% Ohio sales tax. Delivery is expected in 
summer 2014.  NYCSHS@verizon.net to order. 
 

We also offered Bluford Shops HO-scale, NYC 
Transfer Cabooses (Shipping soon), 
Intermountain Railway Company HO-scale, 
MCRR USRA Composite Drop Bottom 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2014 16	  

Gondolas (Shipping Sep 14), HO-scale, 52’6” 
70-ton flat cars (Shipping Aug 14, HO-scale, 
42’ Fish Belly flat cars (shipped), and HO-
scale, 10’ Inside Height Post War Boxcars 
(Shipping Jun 14).  These have all been sold 
out.  

We have offered the following from Broadway 
Limited International: HO-scale, NYC RF-
16A/B set (Cigar-band)(Shipping Aug 2014), 
N-scale, NYC EMD-E-7A/B (Lightning 
Stripes) sets (Shipping Oct 2014, HO-scale 
NYC E-8As (Lightning Stripes) (Shipping Jan 
15).  These are all sold out. 

Our NYC 19000 cabooses are nearing 
production and can still be pre-ordered. 

The NYCS FM C-Liners are also nearing 
production with True Line Trains. 

We have set up dealer agreements with six 
HO-scale model manufactures, two N-scale 
model manufactures and one O-scale model 
manufacturer. We are having on-going 
discussions with several more manufactures 
in all scales to be able to offer more NYCS 
models for sale.   

We are continuing discussions with several 
manufacturers to develop unique NYCS 
offerings of locomotives, rolling stock and 
buildings in most scales. 

Watch for many new products to be offered in 
our NYCSHS Collinwood Shop over the next 
several months.  We will announce each new 
offering with a MailChimp email, a post on 
our new “NYCSHS Model Offerings” page on 
the website and, of course, place them in the 
NYCSHS Collinwood Shop. 
 

Books & Magazine Articles 

Classic Trains Summer 2014  

Classic photo of NYC Hudson in Illinois. p. 3 

“Engineers, Good, Bad, Sleepy, and 
Disgusted” pp. 47 – 49 

This article is a brakeman’s observations on 
hoggers on the New York Central in 1960. 

We need articles and photos!! 

When we started producing the NYCentral 
Modeler, we contacted several editors of other 
historical societies’ modeling magazines. They 
provided us a lot of help and encouragement 
in our start up.  They also warned us that the 
biggest challenge would be to continue to get 
first-rate articles from our members. Most 
talked to us about the problem of finding 
members who were interested enough in the 
hobby to contribute to the magazine. 

So far, we have had plenty of articles from 
enthusiastic members and all of our editions 
have been first-rate in turns of articles and 
photos. 

However, we find it our biggest challenge to 
find and help members write those articles. 
Much of our time between editions is spent 
working with potential writers.   

If you have a layout or collection, please get in 
touch with us so we can help you showcase 
your hobby.  Send us an email at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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NYC	  19000	  Caboose	  
Offered	  by	  the	  NYCSHS	  

	  

 

Cabooses are available for pre-order from the NYCSHS.  

The pre-order price for each caboose is $44.95 and $35.99 for NYCSHS 
members.  Shipping is extra and Ohio residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax. 

The time to pre-order is almost gone.  If you want one or several of these you 
must to order now!! 

Send an email with your name, address, phone number, and email address to 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 
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Noel,  
I am a little slow on the thank you but 
better late than never. Good job on the 
Baker Valve Gear and thanks for making 
me feel good. I don't think I have told you 
we went to Fl. We decided to go to 
Dundee and took 3 days down, stayed 4 
days and took 3 days by way of Pigeon 
Forge to come home. While at Dundee I 
visited the railroad and was given the VIP 
tour. They now have a block system that 
functions like the B&O single track that we 
used between North Vernon and 
Jeffersonville.  
 
They also have most of the 5 acres covered 
and under rail. It is hard to believe how 
the trees have grown in two years.  
 
As I have told you I am not good on a 
computer. I may have missed 
something, but is there someway I can 
pick the page of an article or maybe an 
index and pick from it. Keep up the good 
work.   

Until later,  

Maurice (Lewman), Knightstown, IN 

Maurice, 
Glad you liked the article.  Sounds like 
you had a great time in 
Florida.  Hopefully, I will make it over 
there next year.  Just too much to do this 
year. 
  
I have attached the article for you.  If you 
need anything else, just let me know. 
 
Missed you at the Convention. 
Thanks, Noel 

 

Noel, 
Another great issue! 
I used to struggle to get each issue read 
when I tried reading it on my computer 
screen. Then I discovered that I could 
download the PDF and upload it onto my 
Kindle Fire. Ever since I found that I can 
read it on my Kindle; it’s a joy to read and 
I just breeze thru each issue. 
 
Thanks much, 
 
Chuck (Beargie), Parma, OH 
(You are welcome to include this as a letter 
to the editor for a future issue. Someone 
may find it beneficial.) 

Noel, 
Wow!  Union Station, Albany, NY. (Vic’s 
article in the 2nd Qtr. NYCentral Modeler) 
                
Thank You, 
              
Dick Barrett, Loudonville, NY   
PS. Vic Roman's NYC Layout was on our 
Featured Layout Tours during the 2011 
NYCSHS Convention at Albany, NY. 

Noel, 
This is a great survey (“Second NYCSHS 
Modeler Survey Results”), and it is 
enlightened management that shares the 
results with the entire society.  Well done. 
 
One thing that comes to mind is that the 
models in the non-HO scales are 
wonderful candidates for 3D printing, 
which can have an economical run size of 
as little as one.  Once you have the digital 
CAD file it can easily be scaled to almost 
any size.  Creating simple kits whereby the 
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modeler adds his own trucks and couplers 
shouldn't be too hard. 
 
There are already people out there who 
will do 3D printing on a contract 
basis.  Perhaps this might be worth 
investigating by the Committee.  Just a 
thought. 
 
Cheers, 
John Heitmann  Big Flats, NY 
 
Sent from my iPad 

John, 

We have spent some time investigating 
this technology. There has been an article 
on the technology in a past NYCentral 
Modeler.  The technology is advancing 
quickly, so it may offer possibilities in the 
future, but for now it has not reached the 
point that we can use if for developing 
models at this time. 

The Modeling Committee will continue to 
track that technology as it matures and 
will certainly keep your suggestion in 
mind. We plan to have another article on 
the technology in the July issue of the 
NYCentral Modeler. 
 
We are very much aware that there are 
many modelers in scales other than HO in 
the Society and we continue to explore 
ways to offer models in scales. 
 
We are currently pursuing a model in a 
non-HO-scale.  Watch for an 
announcement in the next few months 
about that. 
 
Thanks, Noel 

 
We offered an N-scale NYC Broadway Limited 
EMD E-7 A & B set for sale in our NYCSHS 
“Collinwood Shop” this month.  We have had 
an adequate response to encourage us to offer 
additional N-scale models in the future.  We 
are currently working with a manufacturer to 
offer a unique numbered N-scale model for 
sale later this year. 
 
We are working to set up dealer agreements 
with two manufacturers of O-scale models to 
be able to offer some NYC rolling stock in that 
scale. 
We keep trying to find ways to offer great 
models of NYC equipment in a variety of 
scales, but it takes time to do it right. 
 
Keep watching our website and the 
MailChimp emails for new announcements. 
 
Noel 
 
One quick thought – you may not be 
getting the N-scalers to respond to your 
survey because they don’t see a need to 
join the society.  If you offered an N-scale 
kit, it might sell better than expected. I 
know several N-scalers who model the 
NYC who are not a member of the society. 
I know you have to look at your marketing 
data, but it might be worth a try at some 
point, to test the market. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bruce Alcock, Tuttle, OK 
 
Bruce, 
 
That is always a possibility, but there are a 
lot of things we offer that do help any 
modeler if they are interested in the 
NYC.  The same idea is true for Z, S, O and 
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Large Scale modelers.  Since the minimum 
order for rolling stock from manufacturers 
today is around 300 items, we must be 
sure we are going to sell them if we have 
them produced. 
 
Each model requires months of work with 
the manufacturer and then the investment 
to have the model produced.  Each one 
must make business sense as we do not 
want to have a bunch of them sitting on 
the shelf for years. 
  
We are working on an N-scale model right 
now, but are not sure we can make it 
work.  Time will tell.  
  
Thanks for your note and for being a 
member. 
  
Thanks, Noel 
 
Noel, 
 
I certainly understand what you are 
saying, and if the N-scale item doesn't sell, 
I promise to shut up.  I know how much 
effort it takes to do a special run - we are 
doing one in NTRAK right now and with 
three people working on it, it has taken us 
4 months, and that is with the 
manufacturer helping us.  I want to thank 
you for replying and am looking forward 
to the item.  
Thanks, Bruce 
 
Mystery Car on Page 74 of the 2nd Qtr. 
2014 NYCentral Modeler 
 
Gentlemen:  
This is a Santa Fe car, Class Fe-S, leased to 
the NYC for auto parts service 1938-1940. 

The car is stenciled “When Empty return 
to M.C. R R., Detroit, Michigan”. This car 
is also shown on page 45 of Santa Fe 
Railway Rolling Stock Reference Series, 
Volume 3: Furniture and Automobile Box Cars 
by Richard H. Hendrickson: Highlands 
Station, CO, The Santa Fe Railway 
Historical & Modeling Society, 1997. The 
cars kept their ST&SF road numbers, being 
returned to the Santa Fe in 1940-41 just in 
time for rebuilding into Class Fe-23. 
 
Cordially, 
John Hodson, Belvidere, IL (Sent Mar 29 
at 11:12 A.M.) 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Former Santa Fe automobile boxcar 
sold/leased to NYC due to WWII 
shortages?  You can see where the "Santa 
Fe" lettering on the herald, and the "ATSF" 
ID were painted over. 
 
Chuck Amstein, North Aurora, IL (Sent 
Mar 29 at 1:20 P.M.) 
 
Gentlemen, 

It seems that in the late 1930s, NYC leased 
a number of 50-ft auto cars from the Santa 
Fe.  The lease ran from circa 1938 to circa 
1940.  I'm not sure what the purpose of 
this lease was, since it was before the war, 
and cars were over a decade old and not 
necessarily in great shape, as the photo 
attests.  There must have been some 
urgency as well, considering they didn't 
even take the time for a complete repaint: 
only the reporting marks are altered, and 
while the herald's "Santa Fe" legend is 
blanked out in this photo, there is another 
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photo of one of these cars where the ATSF 
herald is still complete.  The car numbers 
were unchanged from Santa Fe's 
numbers.  All cars were AAR class XA 
(suitable for loading automobiles but with 
no special equipment) except as noted 
below. 

The complete list of cars leased is as 
follows: 

NYC 64701-65200, ATSF class Fe-Q, built 
1924; no fewer than 4 cars 

NYC 65201-65700, Fe-R, 1926; maybe only 
1 car 

NYC 65701-66200, Fe-S, 1928; at least 293 
cars, of which at least 198 were equipped 
for auto parts (class XAP, including, 
apparently, the car in the photo) 

NYC 66800-67999, ATSF class unknown, 
built date unknown; at least 50 cars 

The photo shown was available from Joe 
Collias before he passed away; I don't 
know if he was the photographer. 

There were also some UP cars leased to 
Michigan Central in a similar time frame. 

Jeff English,  Troy, New York 3/29/2014 
9:57 p.m. 
 
And So The Winner Is: John Hodson 
  
Hi Noel, 
  
The Wheelers are back in Michigan. I will 
be sending photos of my live steam locos, 
the Hudson and the Pacific will be 

undergoing boiler testing soon, so I’ll get 
some pictures of that also. 
  
While in Florida I read in one of your 
articles a comment, question, etc. someone 
had about modeling water track pans. 
Well this is an unsolicited, long-winded 
comment to that. 
 
My paternal grandfather was a NYC 
locomotive engineer; he lived in Jackson, 
Michigan. My father went to Ann Arbor to 
college in the mid 1920’s. While I was 
a young fellow my father and I spent 
Sunday afternoons together, and nine 
times out of ten we would wind up hiking 
on the NYC as it meanded along with the 
Huron River through Washtenaw County. 
(My most pleasant memories of my 
father.) 
 
A story he told a few times to me was of a 
trip he was taking back to Jackson for the 
weekend. Because of his father, my dad 
had a pass to ride the train. His story was 
of a very warm late spring day; he was 
riding in the first coach, the windows were 
open, and he had fallen to sleep. Then he 
would tell me with almost excitement, 
what happened when the train went 
through the water track pans at Chelsea. 
He was abruptly awakened by the water 
getting him. 
 
Just a few years back a friend of mine gave 
me a picture. In the Michigan area there 
was a well-known railroad photographer, 
Emery Gulash. The photo given to me was 
a Gulash picture, entitled “the Mercury, 
leaps through the famous water track pans 
at Dexter, Michigan, June 1946”. Was 
grandpa driving that train? That’s another 
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story. 
I had intended to try to locate that spot 
where the picture had been taken, but had 
never gotten to it. UNTIL I saw your 
article, SO when we got back to Michigan I 
decided to go find the location I thought I 
knew where it might be, from the hiking 
my father and I had done years ago. 
 
I recall seeing steam engines on the NYC 
and heard stories of the pans, but I don’t 
recall seeing the pans between the rails. 
However I did know where some of the 
old pans were stored. The Ann Arbor 
model railroad club now owns the old 
Dexter depot, and they had some of the 
old pans in storage there.  
 
This week Rom (my German Shepherd 
buddy) and I went back out on the 
railroad at Chelsea, and strange as it may 
seem to you my memory was correct. I 
found the Gulash photo location, AND the 
remains of the old Pump/Boiler house. 
The track is straight as an arrow and as 
level as water on a plate for a mile and a 
half in that stretch. However where the 
pans were and the train shown in the 
picture there is only a half-mile of clear 
track. There are grade crossings at each 
end of that half mile. My father was 
correct; the pans were 1-1/2 miles east of 
Chelsea, and it’s another 6 miles east to 
Dexter from there. 
 
Well with all of that said I thought I would 
send you some of the pictures I took and a 
quick (through the glass) scan I took of the 
Gulash picture. 
 

 
Gulash photo of the Mercury going through 
the pans. I have highlighted the pump/boiler 
house and water splash from the pans. 
 

 
 Photo of the same location today. 
 

 
Remains of pump boiler house (Photo 1) 
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Remains of Pump/boiler house (Photo 2) 
 

 
Display of the pans being set up via RR club 
at Dexter. 
  
If all this is of no help just disregard; if it is 
and you might need clearer photos or even 
more details, let me know. 
  
Thanks, Dave 
 
Dave, 
 
Thank you for sharing the photos and 
story with us. 
 
Noel 
 
Hi Noel, 
  
I’m Reid Pallady, and I work at Micro Trains 
Line as the Product Planning 

Coordinator.  While I have been a modeler 
almost all my life, it’s been primarily in 
aircraft & armor, so trains are a whole new 
(extremely neat) challenge for me. 
  
We strive to get the most prototypically 
correct information we can, and I’d be 
interested in any resources you might be able 
to point out to me (internet sites, books of 
interest, articles, etc.) that will increase our 
ability to help the model railroader achieve 
their goal of N- & Z-scale realism and 
accuracy.  I’d like to know specifically what 
the inaccuracy was with the lettering on our 
recent RPO release.  We’d like to get it as 
accurate as possible. 
  
I’ve just been made aware of the NYCSHS & 
the quarterly modeler’s E-zine.  It’s a first class 
effort and deserves a lot of praise for the style, 
layout & information presented.  Bravo-
Zulu!  As a manufacturer, I’m also keenly 
interested in your poll results for what 
modelers want, and I’ll be going over what’s 
in this quarter’s article soon. 
  
If you have suggestions for rolling stock that 
you or your community would like to see in 
N- or Z-scale, you can shoot me an email, and 
I’ll see it gets to our car selection committee.  I 
can’t guarantee we’ll pick every one, but I 
certainly welcome input from the field.  If you 
have supporting documentation to send along, 
that’d be a help with the committee. 
  
Thanks much for the superior effort in support 
of the modeling community, 
  
Reid Pallady 
OMC USNR-Ret 
Product Planning Coordinator 
Micro Trains Line   
http://www.micro-trains.com/ 
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Reid, 
Here are the specifics about your NYC 
RPO. 
1.  NYC had a few postal cars that featured 
this window arrangement, though it is not 
the one we usually think of.  Big Four lot 
844, built by Pressed Steel in 1914, had 10 
cars, albeit all of them had Class R (two 
axle) trucks.  The NYC steel head end cars 
had a slightly different plating pattern on 
the car end.  Not sure about the body 
plating patterns or how close the overall 
dimensions match.  From eyeballing it, the 
proportion looks reasonably close to 
Diagram G-49 in the NYC diagram book.  
2.  B&A had three cars in Lot 878, built in 
1917 in West Albany that had this window 
arrangement, but also had two axle Class 
R trucks.  Some B&A RPOs with other 
body styles did have three axle trucks, but 
not this one.   So the six-wheel trucks are 
incorrect. 
 
These cars are based on C&NW 
prototypes, but with a little work, and a 
truck change, this will result in a pretty 
close NYC model. 
 
In contrast to other heavyweight cars, it 
seems to me that most of the heavyweight 
postal cars did get repainted into two 
toned grey.   I haven't seen the NYC color 
rendition of this model other than the 
photos, but on the white lettering, the real 
color is supposed to be lettering grey 
(Silver).   
 
I am also not certain how late these cars 
stayed around, which would have a 
bearing on whether they ever got painted 
into two-toned grey. 
 

The lettering and stripes should be 
aluminum gray as per NYC drawing R-
51930.   White lettering never existed on 
NYC passenger equipment. 
 
The mail catchers are also aluminum gray. 
 
The car number selected is incorrect. 
 
Hope this helps.  If you plan to release 
other NYC cars, we would be glad to 
provide accurate drawings and 
information to help you with your 
releases. 
 
Thanks, Noel (Comments provided by 
the NYCSHS Modeling Committee) 
 
Hi Noel, 
 
I want to pass along some information on 
a detail kit that will soon be released for 
anyone wanting to model one of the Flexi-
Flo hoppers using the old AHM car as a 
starting point.  I started on an extensive 
kitbash of one of these cars approximately 
2 years ago.  I managed to catch one of the 
former 963H class cars sitting in Arkansas 
City, KS and took quite a few photos and 
measurements while there.  I then 
forwarded these on to Keith Hapes at 
Plano Model Products to see if he 
happened to have any roof walk kits that 
might work for this car.  He said he didn’t 
at the time but that he would consider 
working on one in his spare time. 
  
  He now has a photoetch kit available for 
these cars and will be offering them for 
sale this summer with a to-be-determined 
price.  The kit will include several parts 
beyond the roofwalk and should really 
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dress these cars up nicely.  Here is a link to 
some photos of the etchings: 
  
http://www.planomodelproducts.com/1
0930/10930.html 
  
I hope this is of interest to your members – 
it should go a long way towards helping 
modelers produce a nice replica of these 
cars.  Have a good day and thanks. 
 
Tom Stebly – Enid, OK 
 
Tom, 
Thanks for sending this to us.  Hopefully 
our readers will find the information very 
useful. 
Noel 
 
Dear NYCSHS,  
 
I noticed last week that BLI is coming out 
with light Pacifics lettered for both the 
NYC and the B&A at the end of the 
year.  Do you know if these will be made 
available through the NYCSHS? 
 
Thanks, 
  
Bob Hans, Middletown, NJ 
 
Bob, 
  
You are correct that BLI is coming out with 
both light Pacifics.  These are not correct 
models of NYC or B&A locomotives.  If 
you look at their catalog both are noted 
with an (NP) to denote they are not 
prototypical.  Because they are not we will 
not offer them for sale through the Society. 
 
Thanks, Noel 

NYCSHS Website News 
If you haven’t checked out the NYCSHS 
website lately you are in for a nice treat.  
We have been working to add several new 
features and want to tell you a little about 
them. 
 
Those of you familiar with the site know 
that on the front page there are a series of 
pull-down tabs that take you to the 
features found on the site.  These tabs are 
labeled Home, Membership, Store, About 
NYCSHS, About N.Y.C., Publications, 
Modeling Resources, Convention, and 
Membership Benefits. Each of these above 
are links. 
 
Each of these tabs has pages associated 
with them and the tabs also have 
additional pull-down tabs. 
 
Let’s start with the first three.  Home just 
takes you back to the main page on the 
site. Membership takes you to a page 
about joining the Society, and Store is a 
link directly to the NYCSHS Collinwood 
Shop. 
 
About NYCSHS has tabs Contact Us, 
Related Links, and Facebook. Contact Us 
gives you the names and email addresses 
for the NYCSHS Directors. Related Links 
has a whole list of links to discussion 
forums, historical sites, heritage railways, 
other sites of interest to NYCS fans, and to 
NYCSHS Member websites. The final tab 
connects you directly to the NYCSHS 
Facebook page. 
 

(This article continues on page 37.) 

http://www.planomodelproducts.com/10930/10930.html
http://www.nycshs.org
http://nycshs.org/nycshs-membership/
http://www.nycshs.net/
http://nycshs.org/about-nycshs/
http://nycshs.org/about-nycshs/
http://nycshs.org/about-n-y-c/
http://nycshs.org/nycshs-publications/
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/
http://nycshs.org/nycshs-events/
http://nycshs.org/nycshs-membership-benefits/
http://nycshs.org/about-nycshs/
http://nycshs.org/contact-us/
http://nycshs.org/1988/01/02/nycshs-links/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-Central-System-Historical-Society/302109173240295
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-York-Central-System-Historical-Society/302109173240295
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NYC Timetable from December 5, 1948, offered 
travelers an exciting journey home along The 
Scenic Water Level Route for the holidays.  

The NYC Began in My “Backyard”   
 

I was born in Schenectady, NY, and the 
New York Central was born in my 
backyard.  It was called the Mohawk & 
Hudson RR when charted back in 1826 
and connected Schenectady with Albany, 
NY. 

 

The NYC grew out of the M&H RR that 
connected Albany with my hometown of 
Schenectady, NY. 

The famous DeWitt Clinton made a 16-mile 
test run over M&H tracks on July 2, 1831. 

 

On September 24, 1831 - the Opening Day of 
the M&H - The Dewitt Clinton pulled three 
cars between Albany and Schenectady, NY, in 
a record time of 47 minutes versus taking an 
entire day to traverse the distance on the Erie 
Canal.   

The M&H became the Albany & 
Schenectady RR on April 19, 1847, before 
being incorporated into the NYC in 1853 
when Erastus Corning merged 10 railroads 
across New York State to form the New 
York Central System between Albany and 
Buffalo. Over the decades, the System 
continued to expand into one of the 
nation’s premier railroads. 
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A crowded platform at the Schenectady 
Station illustrates the importance of railroad 
travel at the turn-of-the-century. 

The Town that  
“Lights and Hauls the World” 

     
Schenectady is the home of GE and ALCO, 
the city that proudly proclaimed it “Lights 
and Hauls the World” during its boom 
days. 

 

With GE and ALCO operating at full 
capacity, Schenectady took great pride in its 
manufacturing leadership. 

Schenectady is located about 175 miles 
north of New York City and was a stop 
along the New York Central Water Level 
Route. My dad worked at General Electric, 
which manufactures turbine generator 
systems for power plants around the 
world.  Because GE was just down the 
road from the American Locomotive 
Company, Mom and I often passed ALCO 

in our Studebaker.  Frequently, we would 
have to stop to let a new locomotive cross 
the road as it crept along to another part of 
the sprawling production facility.  
 

 
This illustration from a 1948 NYC Timetable 
tracks the Water Level Route from New York 
City as it heads north to Albany and 
Schenectady before turning toward Buffalo 
and other points west.   

Each time I saw one of these locos, I 
couldn’t wait to tell my dad all about it 
when he came home from work.  Dad told 
me the plant was originally called the 
Schenectady Locomotive Works. It was 
founded in 1848, and merged to become 
ALCO in 1901.  

 
 
An advertisement for the Schenectady 
Locomotive Works clearly outlines the 
company’s extensive manufacturing 
capability in the mid-1800s. 
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An early locomotive nameplate for Northern 
Pacific Class Y 2-8-0, number 34 that was 
built just three years before the “Works” 
merged to become ALCO in 1901.    

 

 

These views of ALCO in the early 1900s show 
the immense size of the facility, located by the 
Erie Canal in downtown Schenectady, NY.  

“Did you know ALCO built the Jupiter that 
took part in the Golden Spike Ceremony 
that celebrated completion of the first 
transcontinental railroad?”, Dad asked. 
“Overall, the plant produced more than 
75,000 locomotives including many New 
York Central steam engines, including the 
streamlined Dreyfuss Hudson that 
powered the Twentieth Century Limited.” 

 

Star of the 1939 World’s Fair, the Alco 
streamlined Dreyfuss Hudson was built for 
speed, comfort, and convenience.  According to 
a Twentieth Century Limited ad, “You can 
leave New York in the afternoon and arrive in 
Chicago at the start of the business day after a 
good night’s sleep in Pullman comfort”.   

Since receiving my first Lionel train set in 
1951, I’ve been building layouts of various 
sizes and shapes, and acquiring engines 
and rolling stock, which are 
predominately New York Central.   

 

I found my first train magically circling our 
Christmas tree in 1951.  (Bob Shaw Photo) 
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This spread in the 1951 Lionel catalog 
promotes my first train, a three-car freight set 
pulled by a 2026 engine that featured smoke, a 
whistling tender, and working headlamp.  Dad 
surprised me by adding the working crane car, 
which he liked to operate as much as me.   

Mohawk, Niagara, and Hudson 
locomotives head-up my steam roster, 
while F3 and F7 Lighting Stripes provide 
primary diesel power.  They remind me of 
frequent train trips to Buffalo, NY, to see 
my dad’s family, or excursions to New 
York City through the Hudson River 
Valley that is often called the most 
picturesque section of the Water Level 
Route.  Gazing out of the passenger car 
window, I would see and hear long NYC 
freight consists whooshing by on a parallel 
track.  These memories sparked the idea to 
build a layout that was a creative 
interpretation of this famous route. 

 

 

No New York Central O-scale layout would 
be complete without the sleek, Art Deco lines 
of a Dreyfuss Hudson by MTH, shown here 
prior to adding streamlined passenger cars for 
a speedy run to Chicago.  (Bob Shaw Photo) 

 

This F3 #2344 by Williams reminds me of 
many pleasant journeys to New York City and 
Buffalo, NY, aboard Lighting Stripe passenger 
trains. (Bob Shaw Photo) 

Narrowing Down the Options  
 

Creating a model railroad is all about 
making choices based on your interests.  It 
begins with what railroad era appeals to 
you.  I chose the mid-1940s through the 
early 1950s, as both steam and diesel were 
operational then.  Relative emphasis 
comes next.  For example, I chose to 
emphasize track and operation versus 
scenic realism, and main line running 
versus switching.  This led to determining  
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operating priorities, which center on the 
continuous running of trains over a variety 
of routes.  More specifically, running 
mainline passenger trains of 6 to 8 cars 
and freight trains of 10 to 15 cars.   

 

Here a powerful Hudson by Lionel pulls 
heavyweight baggage and passenger cars by 
Williams in a race to stay on-schedule.  It’s a 
good example of one of my Operating 
Priorities summarized in Table 1 … running 
mainline passenger trains of 6 to 8 cars. (Bob 
Shaw Photo) 

 

A Mohawk by Lionel pulls a freight consist 
framed by the Bear Mountain Bridge painted 
on the backdrop of my Water Level Route 
layout.  This is another example of an 
Operating Priority in Table 1 (below) … 
running freight trains of 10 to 15 cars.  (Bob 
Shaw Photo)  

Additional requirements include running 
two trains simultaneously on independent 
loops, along with “turntable/roundhouse” 
operation and numerous sidings for 
industries and Lionel accessories, which 
offer hours of operating fun.  Table 1 
presents a summary of these options.   
 

TABLE 1 

OPTIONS SUMMARY FOR NYC WATER 
LEVEL ROUTE 

• Era: 1940s through early 1950s 
• RR & Locale: New York Central - 

Interpretation of NY City to Buffalo, NY 
• Relative Emphasis*: Track and Operation 

versus Scenic Realism 
Mainline Running versus Switching 

• Operating Priorities*:  
1. Continuous running over a variety of 

routes 
a. Mainline passenger trains of 6 to 

8 cars 
b. Freight trains of 10 to 15 cars 

2. Independent loops – Operating 2 trains 
at once 

3. Roundhouse operation 
4. Numerous sidings to build consists 
5. Lionel accessory operation 

a. Trackside items such as block 
signals 

b. Log loader, icing station, other 
items 

* From 18 Tailor-Made Model Railroad Track Plans 
by John Armstrong, Kalmbach Book, 1983   

Converting Your Priorities into a Layout 
 
Once your priorities are established, along 
with the scale of the railroad, it’s 
important to decide where to locate your 
layout -- in a spareroom, garage, basement 
or other place -- so you can calculate the 
space that can be allocated to your layout, 
along with the layout configuration that 
works best in this space.     
 
As a major help in this, I would suggest 
purchasing two useful tools before you 
begin -- layout planning/design books 
and layout planning software.   
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For your first layout, the most “goof-
proof” option is to buy a book that shows 
you how to build a layout step-by-step 
from planning through completion.  
Choose a publication well-illustrated with 
photos and diagrams.  Good ideas are 
available in on-line videos and postings, 
and in railroad modeling magazines. 
Another suggestion is to build a small 
layout first.  It will give you experience 
that can be applied when you build a 
larger one.  In addition, you’ll be running 
trains in a reasonable amount of time.  Of 
course, the final choice is up to you.   

 
The professionally painted backdrop captures 
the “look and feel” of typical farms, houses, 
bridges and other scenery found between New 
York City and Buffalo, NY.  (Bob Shaw Photo) 

For my NYC layout, I referred to a number 
of layouts in publications and online, and 
incorporated sections from them into a 
new design that satisfied all of the Options 
in Table 1. Because I chose Track and 
Operation as a priority over Scenic Reality, 
much of my layout doesn’t model actual 
NYC routes.  However, the backdrop 
creatively represents the Water Level 
Route by incorporating the Hudson River 
Valley, Bear Mountain Bridge, and Catskill 
Mountains, along with typical towns, 
villages, and farms found across New 
York State. More information about the 
backdrop is presented later in this article. 

CAD Software Helps Turn 
Your Ideas into Reality 

To convert these ideas into an O-scale 
layout, I found “RR-Track”TM to be an 

excellent software program as it lets you 
create your own layout, track-section by 
track-section, on a grid that approximates 
the available space that’s allocated to your 
layout. I was fortunate to have 35.75’ x 14’  
available for my NYC layout. 

 
Using CAD (Computer Aided Design) layout 
software such as RR-Track is the fastest, 
easiest way to create a reliable design 
complete with an inventory list of track, 
switches, and other components.  

 

RR-Track lets you see your layout in a variety 
of views, such as this one that shows the 
entire layout on a grid with 12-inch squares.   

This software also permits you to visualize 
your layout from a number of different 
“views”. “RR-Track” also includes a 
number of existing layout configurations -- 
complete with track, switch, accessory and 
other information -- that you can use as is, 
or customize to meet your needs.  
   
RR-Track™ and RR-Track logo are 
trademarks of R&S Enterprises.  

info@rrtrack.com 
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Another way to see your layout using RR-
Track is the “Terrain View,” which shows 
elevations in a line drawing. (Bob Shaw 
Photo)  

 
I like the RR Track 3-D View best as it gives 
you a perspective of what your final layout 
will look like, so you can fine-tune the ideal 
placement of buildings, accessories and other 
items prior to construction.  (Bob Shaw 
Photo) 

Preparing Your Train Room 
 
After completing the design of your 
layout, it’s time to prepare your train room 
so it will showcase your new layout after 
construction.  Major room considerations 
include: 
 
• Paint or Finish Walls - Many layouts 

are constructed in a basement.  Adding 

a coat of water-inhibiting paint can 
brighten-up dingy cinder block or 
concrete walls without the expense of 
converting it into a finished room.   

 
• Electrical - The amount of power 

needed to run an O-scale layout is 
usually higher than you think when 
you add-up the track, lighting, 
accessories, signals and other devices.  
Depending upon the size of your 
layout, adding electrical circuits 
dedicated to your train room is a good 
idea.  So is adding electrical outlet 
drops that minimize the length of 
power cords to the control panel, 
auxiliary transformers, etc.  I had an 
electrician add drops every ten feet 
along the perimeter of the room, which 
included two 20-amp circuits.  I also 
added switched ceiling outlets for the 
overhead lighting. 

 
• Overhead Lighting - While numerous 

overhead lighting options exist that 
provide more natural light and 
finished appearance, I cut costs by 
installing existing four-foot florescent 
tube fixtures above the layout. They 
plug into ceiling outlets mentioned 
above and two wall switches permit all 
of them, or alternate rows, to be 
illuminated to provide full or half light. 

 
 
Two banks of switched fluorescent tube 
fixtures illuminate Bob’s NYC layout.  They 
provide good lighting and were an economical 
choice as he had them on hand from a previous 
layout. (Bob Shaw Photo) 
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• Access to Major Equipment  - Avoid 
the temptation to put your layout too 
close to furnace, water heater, electrical 
box or other equipment in your 
basement.  The inconvenience isn’t 
worth the addition of a few extra feet 
of track.   

 
Benchwork Configuration and Materials  
 
A walk-in configuration was chosen for 
the NYC Water Route layout as shown in 
the CAD drawing (Below) and photo of 
completed walk-in benchwork. 

 

This RR Track drawing graphically shows the 
walk-in configuration of the layout.   

Completed walk-in benchwork for the entire 
35.75’ x 14’ layout is shown here.  It’s 
constructed of a series of interlocking 
individual tables that are discussed in detail 
later in this article.  

The advantages for my layout include:  

• The three-foot aisle in the middle 
allows visitors to view all sides of   the 
layout, as well as, access to wall 
mounted water softening equipment 
above the layout.  Pop-up hatches 
provide additional access. 

 

 
Because walk-in benchwork doesn’t permit 
access to all parts of the layout, a series of 
pop-up hatches were added in key locations.  
The hatches are created by sawing between the 
braces to make a hatch that’s supported by 
cleats.  Access is gained by pushing up on the 
hatch from beneath the table.   
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• Long Track Runs & Broad Curves - 
enable the continuous running of trains 
over a variety of routes and the ability 
to run two trains over independent 
loops.   

• Turntable, Roundhouse, and Yard 
Operations - are prominently featured 
in the front of the layout for high 
visibility and to place everything 
within easy reach. 

• Numerous Sidings - for cars, as well as 
Lionel accessories, which are located 
on the outer sidings to increase 
visibility and access during operation.  

  
Modular construction was used for the 
benchwork.  A series of 4’ x 8’, and 2’ x 8’, 
tables, plus some custom sections, were 
used to create the 35.75’ x 14‘ 
configuration. 

 

A series of 4’ x 8’ and 2’ x 8’ tables join with 
custom sections to create unified benchwork 
structure that’s strong, level and practically 
seamless. 

Good benchwork needs to be square, 
strong, and rigid, which primarily 
depends on the quality of the lumber.  
Invest in quality wood!  It impacts every 
aspect of construction and, more 
importantly, smooth operation.  Inspect 
every 2” x 4” and 1” x 4” to be sure it’s 
straight, strong -- no knots that impact 
strength -- and not warped.  Inspect every 
plywood sheet to be sure it’s flat, free of 
big knots, and sanded smooth.          

 

This is the detailed construction drawing for a 
4’ x 8’ modular table.  You can use the same 
techniques to build 2’ x 8’ and 1’ x 8’ versions.  

Benchwork table construction elements 
include:   
 
• Table Tops – 4’ x 8’, ½-inch, BC, sanded 

plywood was used as a single piece or 
cut in half for 2’ x 8’ tables. 

 
 
A series of completed modular tables is shown 
here prior to assembly using biscuit joinery.  
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• Table Frames – 1” x 4” pine in 8-, 10-, 

and 12-foot lengths. 
 
• Table Frame Braces - Three 1” x 4” pine 

braces were added under each table to 
reinforce the top and make the entire 
table rigid. 

 
Three 1” x 4” pine braces are screwed under the 
box frame of each table to reinforce the top 
and add strength and rigidity to the overall 
structure.     

• Cleats – 1” x 1” pine was cut into 5-
inch cleats to secure the tabletops from 
under the table to keep the top free of 
screws. 

 
1” x 1” Wood cleats secure the table top to the 
frame from under the table, which keeps the 
top free from screws to accelerate track laying 
and overall layout creation.   

 
• Leg Braces – 1” x 2” pine was used to 

reinforce each leg. 
 

 

2” x 4” legs are reinforced by 1” x 2” braces 
that are screwed into the leg and table frame.  
While some plans call for “X braces”, I found 
the 1” x 2” braces to be strong enough to 
support the tables - and me - when I stood on 
them. Stability is greatly enhanced by the 
biscuit joinery that helps to lock each table 
together.  

• Table Legs – 2” x 4”s with T-nut screw 
levelers. Legs were cut to place the 
table top at 40 inches, which is a good 
viewing height and provides ample 
room for easy wiring and other under- 
the-table projects. 

 
A T-nut was hammered into the bottom of 
each 2” x 4” leg to accept a ¼ inch screw 
leveler (shown here with the leg on its side).  
Legs were cut to place the tabletop at 40 
inches.   

 
 

Building	  a	  Creative	  O-‐Scale	  Layout	  	  
That	  Interprets	  the	  Scenic	  NYC	  Water	  Level	  Route	  (Part	  1)	  (Continued)	  

By	  Bob	  Shaw	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2014 36	  

• Fasteners - Counter-sunk Phillips-head 
drywall screws were used for all table 
construction: 

 
o 6” x 1 5/8” to secure table joints 

and cross braces  
o 6” x 1” cleats to secure the top      
o 6” x 1 ¼” to secure table leg 

braces 
o 6 “x 2 ½” to secure 2” x 4” legs 

to the table frame 
• Biscuits - After aligning the tops of two 

side-by-side tables by adjusting the 
leveling “T” nuts on each leg, slots 
were cut into the side of each tabletop 
using a biscuit joiner.   

 
Biscuit joinery added structural strength and 
almost perfect table alignment to the 
benchwork.  First, a biscuit joiner was used to 
cut slots into the side of each table.  Then oval 
shaped “biscuits” are inserted into slots in one 
table before being pushed into corresponding 
slots in the other table. 

“Biscuits” - thin egg shaped wood pieces - 
were inserted into each slot in one table 
and pushed into the slot in the other table.  
When the tables were pushed together, the 
biscuits maintained table alignment by 

securing the joint.  Glue secured only one 
side of each biscuit for easy disassembly. 

 

 

Almost seamless table alignment of the 
overall benchwork resulted from using biscuit 
joinery throughout the project.  This process 
also increased the strength of the benchwork.   

Backdrop Construction and Painting          
 
Four sheets of 2’ x 8’, one-quarter inch 
Masonite® were mounted to 1” x 2” pine 
supports inserted into brackets screwed to 
the back edge of the benchwork frame. 

 

The backdrop consists of four sheets of 2’ x 8’ 
MasoniteTM affixed to 1” x 2” pine supports by 
6” x 1” counter-sunk drywall screws.  Seams 
and holes were filled with joint compound and 
sanded smooth prior to painting. 

Seams and 6” x 1” counter-sunk mounting 
screws were filled with joint compound 
and sanded flat to provide a 32 foot canvas 
for the backdrop scenery.   

Building	  a	  Creative	  O-‐Scale	  Layout	  	  
That	  Interprets	  the	  Scenic	  NYC	  Water	  Level	  Route	  (Part	  1)	  (Continued)	  

By	  Bob	  Shaw	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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Scenes from Bob’s Backdrop 
 

 

 

 

 

A professional artist makes you feel like 
you’re riding on the Water Level Route with 
his portrayal of various scenes along the way.   

 

A local artist is painting the backdrop. He 
is doing an excellent job of capturing the 
Water Level Route including the Hudson 
River, Bear Mountain Bridge, Catskill 
Mountains, farms, houses and other sites 
along the route. 
 
A skyline of Buffalo, NY will be featured 
in the center of the backdrop followed by 
scenery indicative of western New York 
State.  
 
 *(Masonite is a registered trademark of 
Masonite International Corporation) 
 
In the next edition, we will continue with 
Part 2 of our NYC Water Level Route 
Layout Construction article covering 
“Wiring for Track and Accessories Using 
Bus Feeders”.  This will be followed by 
Part 3 – “Laying Track, Switches, and 
Integrating Signals and Controllers” and 
Part 4 – “Control Panel and Scenery”. 

 

NYCSHS Website News 
(Continued from page 25) 

The next tab is About N.Y.C. and it has 
pull down tabs called NYC Photo 
Collection, Books & Drawings, NYC 
Colors, NYCS Signal Rules, and NYC 
Research Info. 
 
The NYC Photo Collection tab provides 
info about the collection.  Books & 
Drawings provides information about the 
two NYCSHS Steam Locomotive books 
and provides a complete list of the 
NYCSHS Official Drawings found on the 
CDs and DVDs that the Society offers in 
the Collinwood Shop. (Continued on p. 59) 
 

Building	  a	  Creative	  O-‐Scale	  Layout	  	  
That	  Interprets	  the	  Scenic	  NYC	  Water	  Level	  Route	  (Part	  1)	  (Continued)	  

By	  Bob	  Shaw	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

http://nycshs.org/about-n-y-c/
http://nycshs.org/1988/01/01/nycshs-photo-collection/
http://nycshs.org/1988/01/02/nycshs-books-for-sale/
http://nycshs.org/1988/01/02/nycshs-books-for-sale/
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I read with interest the article on 3-D-
printing by Kyle Coble in the 4th Qtr. 2013 
NYCentral Modeler. By profession, I’m a 
mechanical design engineer, having used 
3D-CAD for some years now. Kyle’s article 
pretty well covered all aspects of 3-D-
printing, so I don’t think I can add 
anything to his description of how the 
system works at Shapeways. However, 
most of my models are printed in the WSF 
(white-strong-flexible) Nylon powdered 
material, which does not require any 
cleaning like the FUD (frosted-ultra-
detail), but it does need more preparation 
to get a smoother finish before painting 
can start. 
 
My initial interest for using Shapeways 
was to make space models such as the 
launch pad and crawler to compliment a 
1/400-scale range of proprietary rocket 
and shuttle models.  

 
Barry’s 3-D printed NASA Solid Rocket 
Booster Cover for flatcar. (He has also 
modeled all the SRB sections.) 
 
Last year a customer in Ohio purchased a 
couple of my designs and mentioned he 
was also an HO railroad modeler. He 
wondered if I would be able to create a 
particular type of road vehicle that would 
be used by several railroad industries such 
as grain, sand, plastics, or cement. These 

vehicles are “Dry Bulk” trailers and the 
only models available at the time, I 
believe, were expensive etched kits. 

 

 
Two shots of “Dry Bulk” trailer #1040 
(Superjet) with a stainless steel finish. 
 
I searched for information on the web 
about these trailers and came up with lots 
of photographs and some dimensions. 
From these I created a couple of versions 
of trailers for both grain and cement 
haulage. My models proved fairly popular 
and I soon found people were requesting 
other designs. My range of trailers has 
expanded over the past few months and 
I’ve even had requests for them to be 
converted to S- and N-scale. 
 
Referring back to my comment about 
preparation, there are several custom-
build modelers in the States who regularly 

Using	  3-‐D	  Printing	  to	  Build	  HO-‐Scale	  “Dry	  Bulk”	  Trailers	  
By	  Barry	  Clements	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Barry)	  
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purchase my designs in the WSF material 
and use a filler-primer paint and sand-
smooth using fine grit wet and dry papers. 
Rustoleum or Auto-paints are used to add 
thickness and give a smoother finish 
before the final coats are added. Hopefully 
from the photos of my own models, you 
can see a reasonable finish can be 
achieved, although some patience is 
required and I consider myself to be just 
an “average” modeler.  

 
Dry bulk trailer 1625v (Bulkmatic) alongside a 
couple of covered hoppers.  

 
A shot of Barry’s Conveyer Loader/Unloader 
ready to service the covered hoppers. 
 
I have investigated alternative 3-D-
printing techniques that give injection-
molded-kit quality, but to get this finish 
the models need to be printed on high-end 
machines and with more expensive 

materials. This puts them out of reach, 
pricewise, for the average model 
railroader.  

 
Dry Bulk trailer 1636 (filler/primer - 
unfinished) shows the details possible with 3-
D printing. 

 
Barry’s first trailer (filler/primer - unfinished) 
printed using the 3-D CAD drawings he 
developed  

 
Dry Bulk trailer “Pup” (filler/primer) 

Using	  3-‐D	  Printing	  to	  Build	  HO-‐Scale	  “Dry	  Bulk”	  Trailers	  
(Continued)	  	  	  	  	  By	  Barry	  Clements	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Barry)	  
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Although Shapeways cannot compete with 
the finish offered by injection-molded 
designs, a reasonable model can be 
affordably produced with a little effort. 

 

 
Two photos of Barry’s LPG Tanker & “Pup” 
(Amoco) 

 
Trash Lowboy & containers (the orange-
roofed ones are Barry’s 3D-printed versions) 

 
A close-up shot of Barry’s MSW Lowboy & 
container.

 
Some of Barry’s models before priming and 
painting provide a good understanding of 
what is possible with 3-D printing and some 
skill. 
 
I hope to continue adding models to my 
design portfolio, and with the amount of 
types and variations of prototype vehicles 
on the roads, this should keep me busy for 
quite some time. I also anticipate that this 
article will be of interest to those who are 
thinking about this new process for 
building models. My Shapeways designer 
name is “Baztrains”. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me.	  
	  barryclements@btopenworld.com	  
 

Using	  3-‐D	  Printing	  to	  Build	  HO-‐Scale	  “Dry	  Bulk”	  Trailers	  
(Continued)	  	  	  	  	  By	  Barry	  Clements	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Barry)	  
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Standard Switch and Flag Cabin.  
Perspective View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
The railroad “shanty” or Switch and Flag 
Cabins as they were referred to by the 
NYC, remain to this day one of the most 
emblematic railroad structures.  Model 
railroad companies since the dawn of the 
hobby have offered scale replicas of all 
types and sizes of this singular structure. 
 
The main purpose of the switch and flag 
cabin was to offer railroad employees 
shelter from the elements.  Most Cabins 
were located at grade crossings or areas 
requiring protection from railroad traffic.  
The Cabins were also used in other 
locations and assigned names descriptive 
of their function; for example, “Couplers 
Shanty” where workers would be 
stationed awaiting the call to uncouple 
locomotives when a change of power was 
required they were found in Harmon, NY, 
where the electric locomotives arriving 
from Grand Central Terminal were 
swapped with steam engines and later 
diesel locomotives. 
 

 
NYC – Standard Switch and Flag Cabin.  
Harmon yards.  The cabin is located on the 
right side towards the middle of the image. 
(Image provided by Larry Faulkner). 
 
From a review of historic valuation maps 
or track charts, it becomes clear how 
abundant these structures were along the 
railroad right of way.  The main lines 
usually had the fancy shingled wall cabins, 
while the branch lines had the simpler 
board and batten one, the subject of this 
article.   

 
NYC – Valuation Map.  Diagram insert 
showing the location of Standard Switch 
Cabin on the Putnam Division’s Sedgwick 
Avenue area.  (NYC – Valuation Map) 
 

HISTORIC DRAWING DATA BLOCK 
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DRAWING TITLE: 
N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. 
Standard Plans 

BOOK: C (Buildings) 
DRAWING NO.: C70 
DATE: May-3-99 (1899) 
SIGNED BY: William Wilgus – Chief Engineer 
TOTAL SHEETS: 1 
CONTENTS: C70: Plan, Elevation, Sections 
 

 
Design & Construction 
This is another simple wood frame 
building with a 4”X4” base, 2”x4” studs 
and rafters and 1” board and batten walls.  
Cedar shingle roof with the option of 
using roofing felt instead.  The cabin 
included a horizontal locker that also 
functioned as a bench. 
 
Some of the cabins, if not most, were 
equipped with a stove for heat during the 
winter months; this particular drawing, 
shows a cabin without a stove or chimney.  
Instead of a chimney there is a decorative 
wood finial. 
 
General Notes and Observations: 
The Cabins were normally painted in the 
NYC standard colors, main body light 
green with a dark green trim.  From the 
drawing’s “Bill of Materials” table, we can  
see that the NYC used a color identified as 
Standard “D” (we can assume that this 
was the dark green as it only required half 
a gallon) and Standard “C” (probably the 
light green with one gallon required). 
 
This drawing article was developed in 
collaboration with Larry Faulkner who 
presents the step-by-step process of 
assembling Mullet River’s NYC Shanty Kit 
in his “The Harmon Files” article 
following the drawing pages.  
 
 

 
NYC – Standard Switch and Flag Cabin.  
Located in Chatham, NY (John Barringer III 
National Railroad Library, St. Louis 
Mercantile Library, University of Missouri – 
St. Louis). 
 

 
NYC – N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Standard Switch 
and Flag Cabin.  N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Drawing 
Book C.  (NYCSHS Collection) 
 
Additional Reference Material: 
• Walter Gilman Berg, Buildings and 

Structures of American Railroads, J. Wiley 
& Sons, 1893. 

• Train Shed Cyclopedia No. 33, Partial 
reproduction of the above referenced 
book. 

• Restored Shanty at the Adirondack 
Museum:http://www.adkmuseum.org 
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NYC – Standard Switch & Flag Cabin – Construction Sequence1 
Prototype: Branch Lines (Board and Batten) 

PAGE 
1 OF 2 

1 

 

2 

 

4 X 4 Base Floor Boards 

3 

 

4 

 

Studs Lateral Braces (Blocks) 

5 

 

6 

 

Top Plate Ceiling Joists 

7 

 

8 

 

Center Post Rafters 

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  This	  construction	  sequence	  is	  presented	  to	  illustrate	  the	  different	  building	  components	  and	  how	  they	  interact	  
with	  each	  other.	  	  In	  reality,	  several	  of	  these	  assembly	  tasks	  could	  have	  been	  conducted	  simultaneously.	  
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NYC – Standard Switch & Flag Cabin – Construction Sequence 
Prototype: Branch Lines (Board and Batten)	  

PAGE 
2 OF 2	  

9	  

	  

10	  

	  

Board	  and	  Batten	  Walls	   Bottom	  Trim	  

11	  

	  

12	  

	  

Eaves	  Trim	   Roof	  Deck	  and	  Shingles	  

13	  

	  

14	  

	  

Roof	  Trim	   Interior	  Wall	  Board	  and	  Bench	  

15	  

	  

16	  

	  

Doors	  &	  Windows	   Finial	  
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MODELING 
NEW YORK CENTRAL'S 
STANDARD SWITCH & 

FLAG CABINS 
Model photos by the author 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Trackside view of crossing shanty Style “A” in 
Chatham, NY. (Photo from the John Barriger 
Library) 
 
Welcome aboard the Third Quarter 2014 
edition of "THE HARMON FILES". 
Instead of scratch building one of the 
numerous structures dotting the Harmon 
landscape this month, let's build a couple 
of laser kits of the New York Central's 
Standard Switch and Flag Cabins.  These 
cool little gems were also known as Grade 
Crossing Shanties and Switch Tender 
Shanties.  Harmon had several of these 
scattered around the yard throats and 
other locations throughout the facilities.    
 
As most of our readers know by now, this 
article is written in concert with Manuel 
Duran-Duran's excellent Quarterly column 
"From The NYC Engineering Department".   
 

We'll start with the excellent Mullet River 
Model Works HO-scale kit number 
201002.  We'll be building three different 
variations of these structures.  The 
N.Y.C.&H.R.R.R. had three versions of 
these cabins to protect the grade crossing 
guards or switch tenders from the 
elements -- especially the wind off of the 
Hudson River.  Although some of them 
also wound up in yard duty regardless of 
style.  A few of them were used as control 
cabins like GN Cabin below. 
 

 
GN Cabin at Golden's Bridge on the Harlem 
Division and a young John Springer (Photo 
from John Springer). 
 

 
Finished shanty models awaiting weathering. 
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Mullet River Model Works kit #201002 out of 
the bag and laid out. 
 
I knew I'd need several of these kits 
judging by the many Harmon 
photographs in my collection, in my book 
collection, and on the numerous websites 
available on The Hudson Division.  I 
noticed that not one but several variations 
existed for these structures at Harmon, 
and I wanted to model at least one of each 
version.  
 
I saw the Main Line Standard version with 
flared bottom wall sections and shingled 
roof and walls.  I also noticed the Branch 
Line version with the board and batten 
siding without the flared bottom wall 
sections.  And, last but not least, was a 
clapboard siding version without the 
flared bottom wall sections.  The Mullet 
River kit is a great kit just as it is, but the 
instructions can get a little confusing at 
times. 
 
 

Therefore, I built this kit as it came, as a 
board and batten version and clapboard 
sided version.  I show a photograph for 
each step that matches the kit instruction 
number for easy reference.  The kit as it 
comes is shown in the photo at left.  You 
can either get these gems directly from 
Glenn Guerra at Mullet River Model 
Works or from the network of hobby 
shops listed on his website at: 
 
 www.mulletrivermodelworks.com. 
 
I got my kits from Des Plaines Hobbies: 
 
www.desplaineshobbies.com/  

 
Sometimes Des Plaines Hobbies has a nice 
sale, and you can pick these up at a 
bargain price.  These kits are very 
precisely made and all the parts fit 
together like a glove. These are also the 
first laser kits I had the pleasure of 
building.  A nice change of pace from 
scratchbuilding!  Modifying them for a 
clapboard siding or the board and batten 
version is a piece of cake, too. So, if you 
need one for your layout, one of these kits 
should easily fit the bill and provide an 
evening or two of fun to build.  
 
The new NYCSHS  “Structures” DVD has 
the official drawings of the shanties, 
among many other great drawings.  These 
Standard Switch and Flag Cabins, as the 
NYC called them, were almost as 
numerous as the stars.  Just look in books 
or copies of the Central Headlight to see 
what I mean. The Hudson Division was 
chock full of them!   
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STEP 1 Identifying the parts 

 

I only cut the parts that I needed for each step so 
as not to get too far ahead of myself during 
construction.  I used a sharp #11 Exacto blade to 
cut the parts from the wooden carrier.  Only 
very small tabs hold the parts on the wooden 
carrier.  I used a sanding stick to remove any 
wooden nubs left over from cutting so I had nice 
smooth surfaces to mate up to each other when 
it was time to glue everything together.  The 
part # 23 isn't labeled on the instructions, so I 
marked it here.  Manuel noticed this also while 
he was building his model.  I used Elmer's 
Wood Glue for Interior for this project. 

 

STEP 2 Assembling the roof 

 

This photo shows part # 23 glued to part 
number 10 for the roof base.  Six pieces for part 
number 8 are glued together after sandwiching 
them in between part # 9 to tie them all together.  
Part # 11 is the ring at the top locking the part # 
8 sections together at the top of this assembly.  
It's important to ensure parts 23 and 10 are 
squared up along the notches and holes, so the 
upper wall sections fit snuggly in these holes 
without any binding.  Use a couple of the upper 
wall sections, part # 14, to square up the holes.  
Set this assembly aside to dry and start on the 
next step. 

 

STEP 3 Assembling the floors 

 

The photo at left shows the floor pieces, #s 12 
and 13, glued together upside down with the 
roof section in the background.  The interior 
floor section is scribed.  Again use a few of the 
wall section, part # 14, to ensure the holes are 
squared up.  Don't let any glue get on the wall 
sections, so you don't inadvertently glue the 
walls to the floor sections at this time.  I worked 
on multiple sections or step numbers at the same 
time as long as they didn't interfere with each 
other, thus allowing the glue to dry up between 
steps.  This isn't a problem living in the desert of 
AZ!  
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STEP 4 Assembling the inner and outer walls sections together 

 

The step 4 photo at left shows the inner wall 
sections, part number 14, that we used to align 
the holes in the roof and floor sections glued to 
the outer upper wall section, part number 15. 
The inner door wall, part numbers 20 and 21, are 
glued together as well at this time.  As you can 
see, the wall section notches will eventually be 
glued into the floor and roof sections but not 
right now.  Let these little subassemblies dry for 
a spell before proceeding to step 7 where we'll 
glue the walls together.  Take your time aligning 
the inner and outer walls, so the windows will 
be squared up.  

  

STEP 5 Assembling the roof facets 

 

The roof is shown here with the completed 
upper and lower panels, part numbers 6 and 7, 
glued on the notches on part number 8 that were 
previously installed in step 2.  The scribed lines 
are used for aligning the shingles in a later step. 
Let this assembly cure and be sure it is square. 
You will know if the panels are not straight at 
this point.  You should make the needed 
adjustments are made to ensure everything is 
straight and square prior to proceeding to the 
next step where you will glue the walls to the 
floor, and use this roof assembly to align the 
walls but not yet glue the roof assembly. 

 

STEP 6 Assembling the door and painting the window sashes 

 

The photo at left shows the door and window 
pieces on a piece of tape, sticky side up, to hold 
everything in place for hand brushing the trim 
color.  These are #s 1(window sash), 29 (window 
trim), 3 (door exterior), 4 (door core) and 22 
(window sills).  You didn't glue the doorframe 
(3) to the door core (4) at this time because the 
door core is going to be painted a light green 
using Polly Scale SP Lettering Gray and C&NW 
Green for a custom mix.  The rest of the door 
and window trim will be painted with Polly 
Scale NATO Tri Green. 
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STEP 7 Assembling the walls 

 

The instructions say to work quickly in this step. 
I followed this step to the letter and glued the 
seat base sections (17 and 18) to the floor then 
glued the rear wall (the one without a window). 
Follow this up by gluing the two wall sections 
with the seat notches to the floor and seat.  Then 
glue the remaining wall sections to the floor. 
Once the glue starts to tack up, slide the roof in 
place to align the upper wall notches in their 
respective holes.  Let this dry overnight, as it is 
the last step I to do before letting everything dry 
overnight.  In the morning add a small bead of 
glue down the inside of the walls for strength. 

  

STEP 8 Painting the door and window sashes 

 

This is an easy step as all you have to do is flip 
over the door and window trim pieces and paint 
the other side.  You can see in this photo at left 
that I still haven't yet painted the door core 
panel with the lighter Green paint. You should 
slightly sand the windowsills, part # 22, to make 
it easier to install in the walls below the 
windows in the slot provided.  This can be a 
tight fit after a coat of paint so pre-sanding these 
prior to painting is important.  Once these parts 
have dried overnight, put them aside in a small 
plastic container for safe keeping until they are 
needed later. 

 

STEP 9 Assembling the lower wall sections 

 

Now you have a nice tight square assembly to 
work with. You should glue the spacer ring part 
# 25 to the base of the bottom wall section to 
give the flared bottom wall sections. Let this set 
up for a few minutes before gluing the lower 
outer wall sections in place.  The scribed lines go 
on the outside to aid with the shingles later. The 
smaller pieces go next to the door with the fatter 
part down.  The windowsills, parts # 22, should 
be set in place to aid with installing part # 2, the 
outer window trim.  Once this is in place, 
shingle placement will be easier. 
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STEP 10 Shingling the roof and building walls 

 

Start cutting the shingle strips from the carrier 
paper and proceed to mark off the angle of the 
lower roof section guideline with a long strip of 
the shingles.  Hold this cut edge tightly against 
one side and mark the angle cut for the opposite 
end.  I used the guidelines to work up the roof, 
gluing the shingle strips ten rows per section.  
Take your time here, and it will go fine. Install 
the roof ridge caps and trim to length. Once the 
roof is finished, start with the lower wall 
sections working your way up, being careful 
around the windows, and use the outer window 
frame as a guide.  Now attach the door. Again 
take your time! 

 

STEP 11 Final Assembly and finished models 
 

 

 

 

 

Once the shingling is finished, grab a cold one 
and celebrate!  The rest of the window trim and 
windows will go in now or after you paint the 
main building. If you are painting with the 
lighter green install the trim afterwards. You can 
then glaze the windows either with the clear 
plastic provided, or, as I did, use .010" 
Evergreen clear styrene sheet cut to fit.  Glue the 
glazing with Testers Clear Parts Cement.  The 
roof was first painted with True Color Flat 
Black, then dry brushed with Tamiya Khaki 
Drab, a darker green color.  You can finish the 
roof with a Bar Mills #0204 smokestack. 

General Notes: 
I use Pan Pastels to complete the 
weathering. I like the effect these have on 
the finished model.  
 
If you plan on building a board and batten 
or a clapboard version, cut the bottom wall 
sections #16, square to remove the flared 
portion matching the upper walls. For this 
version, the #25 spacer ring is not used. 
 
Part #24, the base, can be left off or you 
can sink it into your scenery material on 
your layout. 

Study photos for your particular prototype 
as some had a fancy finial on the roof 
center and the smoke stack offset on one of 
the roof panels. 
  
I hope this article gets your kit-building 
juices flowing and the photos and text 
augmented the kit instructions to ease the 
assembly. I still need several more of these 
kits and have enjoyed building them.  Stay 
tuned for the next installment of “The 
Harmon Files" as we're back to 
scratchbuilding Harmon’s Substation 6A. 
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(Cover Photo by Richard Baldwin) 

 
Here is your chance to access a wide-variety of photos from the NYCSHS and private collections.  These are 

very high-quality images of several great NYCS subjects. 
The front cover, shown above, is of a pair of EMD E-8 diesel units arriving in Sturgis, MI, with an excursion 

train from Elkhart, IN, in 1951. 

The back cover shows a Class P-2b electric loco #224 in North White Plains, NY. 

Calendar photos include: three EMD GP-7 units on the James Whitcomb Riley in Indianapolis, IN, in 1962 
(color); Class J-1e "Hudson" #5333 on a passenger train in West Lafayette, IN, in 1951; F-M H20-44 road-
switcher #7104 at Collinwood, OH, in 1956; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2252 on an Evansville, IN - Mt. Carmel, IL, 
freight; two B-L-H RF-16 units on a freight train at Huron, OH, in 1953; a B & A Class J-2a 4-6-4 and Class L-3a 
4-8-2 on the New England States at Chatham, NY, in 1945; Class S-1b "Niagara" #6007 on display with the 
General Motors (EMD) "Train of Tomorrow" at the 1948 Chicago Railroad Fair; NYC diesel tugboat #34 on the 
Hudson River; Class J-3a "Hudson" #6002 on the Commodore Vanderbilt at Oscawana, NY, in 1946; three BLW 
DR-6-4-15 diesel units power a freight through Erie, PA, in 1948; a pair of EMD F-7 units take a westbound 
freight train through Greensburg, IN, in 1956 (color). 

Calendars can be ordered from: 

NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 

Price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents add $.88 Ohio sales tax. Buy at “Collinwood Shop” and you can use PayPal, 
credit card, check, or money order to order  

You	  may	  also	  order	  these	  older	  calendars	  at	  these reduced prices. 

Some 1986, 1997 and 2003 calendars are available at these prices:  
   One Calendar   $5.00 

   Two Calendars   $9.00 

    Three Calendars   $12.00 

When ordering, add the appropriate amount to your 2014 calendar order.  Ohio 
residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax to the total price. 

The	  NYCSHS	  2014	  Calendar	  
	  

http://www.nycshs.net
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Order from our 
store: (www.NYCSHS.net) with PayPal, credit 
card, check or money order.  Or you can send 
a check to: NYCSHS, P. O. Box 130, Gates 
Mills, OH 44040-0130. 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany This 310 page, hard 
cover volume includes; 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.40 state sales tax for a single volume. 
(*Non-US postage charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. This 
volume includes; 428 pages, hard cover, 672 
illustrations.  Only $30 plus $10 domestic 
postage. Ohio residents include $2.40 state 
sales tax for a single volume. (*Non-US 
postage charged at actual cost.) 

	  OR GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
	  

http://www.nycshs.net
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DFA-1a’s 1600/2400 are creating quite a stir 
inside Fillmore Avenue Roundhouse.  The boys 
are remarking how clean they will be hostling 
this engine. This is a photo of Rick’s models. 

In Part 1(2014 Q2) I had some background 
information on NYC EMD FT's, a parts 
list, and a listing of references and 
resources. 
 
In this part I will go over building the 
chassis and DDC installation.  My 
locomotive model is a powered A-Unit 
with a non-powered B-Unit.  Since NYCS 
DFA/B-1a's were drawbar coupled, wiring 
from one Unit to the other passes through 
the rear doorways. 

 

The speaker quick-connector (upper) and the 
B-Unit wheel pick-ups connector (lower) pass 

into the A-Unit through holes cut into the 
doorways.  The diaphragms hide the holes and 
wires nicely when the short drawbar option is 
used.  The brass drawbar is evident; it is more 
robust than the plastic one in the kit. 

The diaphragms hide the wiring and, since 
the two units are never really uncoupled 
operationally, the holes in the doors for 
the wires are not seen. 
  

The first thing I did was run the Stewart 
model on DC.  It ran very smoothly; as we 
know a rough running engine in DC will 
likely be that way in DCC.  I then removed 
the DC board and headlight bulb from the 
chassis and completely dismantled the 
running gear.  A speedometer cable (.020" 
brass wire) was added to the lead wheel 
bearing housing on the Fireman's side 
front truck side frame.  The truck side 
frames and wheel faces were painted and 
weathered separately.  I also replaced the 
kit drawbar with one I made from 1/32" 
brass sheet (using the kit part as a pattern).   

 

This drawing shows the wiring diagram for 
the speakers that Rich used. 

There are two drawbars supplied with the 
kit, one for tight radius curves (the gap 
between the A and B units will be too 
great for the diaphragms) and a shorter 
one that is more prototypical in length.  I 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  (Part	  2)	  
By	  Rick	  DeCandido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Rick)	  
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chose the short one, as I wanted the right 
look at the diaphragms.  My layout 
generally features 42" curves, although I 
have one at 32" and one at 36".  The close 
coupling works well on the 32" curve. 

One easy thing to do to improve 
performance is add all-wheel pick-ups on 
the non-powered B-Unit.  I saw this in an 
Andy Sperandeo article, "DCC sound for a 
Stewart F-Unit", Model Railroader, January 
2010, and it is very worthwhile.  I ran this 
engine with all-wheel pick-ups on a Free-
mo layout where the track work was, to be 
kind, less than precise in places.  It really 
made up for dead frogs and unexpected 
gaps; this locomotive never stalled.  To 
add all-wheel pick-ups for the B-Unit, 
simply solder wire (I used 22 GA) to the 
brass pick-ups on the trucks just like as 
done on the powered A-Unit.  The two 
leads on each side can be soldered 
together so that one lead each ("north" & 
"south" rail) is at the diaphragm end of the 
Unit.  Due to the higher amperage present 
in the pick-up wires, the Soundtraxx quick 
connector is used between Units.  There is 
no polarity marking on this connector, so I 
used some yellow paint to ensure correct 
assembly.  Please see the Wiring Diagram 
included in this article. 

I also checked the Kadee #158 couplers in 
their pockets to ensure correct height, and 
they were good without adjustment.  The 
couplers need to be dismounted in order 
to install/remove the car bodies.  I 
removed the glad hands, as I prefer to 
manually uncouple using a Kadee 
uncoupling tool.  The couplers were 
lightly sprayed Grimy Black and had a 
light amount of rust powder added.  
Ensure free movement once paint is dry, I 
installed a QSI Quantum Revolution-A 
#1050-292 1st Generation Diesel.  I like it; 

engine runs and sounds great.  
Alternatively, a Soundtraxx Tsunami EMD 
567 #TSU-BW1000 (made for Bowser 
/Stewart F-Units) decoder can be used.  I 
have one of these decoders, and I will 
install it in another future Stewart FT 
project, but for the NYO&W. I would like 
to see if I could paint the yellow stripes 
and the orange bib. 
 
Installing the DCC board and speakers is 
fairly straightforward with the FT due to 
semi-permanent coupling of the A- & B-
Units.  One also has the choice to install 
the board in the unpowered B-Unit.  In 
doing so, a quick connector will be needed 
for the headlight. (If an LED light is used, 
the connector needs to ensure the proper 
polarity when assembled to allow the light 
to work.) The Miniatronics connector 
listed in Part 1 is marked with white dots 
to ensure correct polarity.  The advantage 
to installing the board in the B-Unit is 
more room.  I, however, installed the 
board in the A-Unit in the same place as 
where the DC board was.  I made a tray 
for it to lay on out of styrene sheet.  I 
wanted a speaker in the rear of the A-Unit 
and another one in the B-Unit.  A 
Miniatronics quick connector connects the 
speaker wiring (polarity is important here 
also, so the white dots on the plug and 
socket halves are handy).  This is also 
illustrated in the Wiring Diagram.  
However, I should say that while my set-
up works, I really didn't know much about 
how to do it.  Just lucky sometimes.  I 
recommend reading the article "Getting 
More Sound Out of Your DCC Locos" by 
Bruce Petrarca in the “DCC Impulses 
Column” of Model Railroad Hobbyist 
Magazine January 2014 (this is a free e-
magazine available to all for downloading.  
Go to http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  (Part	  2)	  (Continued)	  
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The B-Unit is the easier to complete.  Only the 
speakers with wires and the all-wheel pick-up 
wiring are added.  The chassis was sprayed 
flat black prior to final assembly. 

But before any assembly could be done, I 
had to find places for all of this stuff on the 
metal chassis.  The B-Unit is no problem, 
and no modifications are needed.  
However the A-Unit chassis had quite a 
bit of cutting to get it right.  

 

The A-Unit has most of the DCC work.  From 
front to back: LED headlight, cab interior, QSI 
decoder, rear speaker and wiring harness to B-
Unit.  The chassis was also sprayed flat black 
although some of it has chipped over time 
removing and assembling the car body. 

At the same time, one should try not to 
remove too much metal as this affects the 

engines weight for traction.   

Therefore I went carefully step-by-step 
removing metal for each of the main DCC 
components.  To cut the metal I used a 
Dremel tool with a cut-off wheel and a 
hand file to further smooth the cuts. 

Speaker: The deck that the speaker sits on 
is reduced in height mainly to allow wires 
to pass above the speaker to/from the B-
Unit.  These wires are the speaker wires 
from the A-Unit speaker to the B-Unit 
speaker and the all wheel pick-ups from 
the B-Unit to the decoder in the A-Unit. 

 
The rear deck was cut down for the speaker.  
Same limitations as for cab floor due to drive 
mechanism.  For the drawbar, I made the two 
holes--first in the brass sheet, and then 
trimmed it to length and width.  I used the 
supplied screw for the post on the B-Unit.  
After it was screwed into position, I cut the 
head off with a cut-off wheel on my Dremel.  
This allowed me to uncouple the units easily. 

Capacitor: This is a tight fit in the A-Unit.  
A notch is made for this on the chassis side 
by the decoder, and it is held in place with 
Blue-Tack a sticky putty for hanging 
paper. This stuff is also great for masking 
prep for airbrushing. Another place for the 
capacitor would be in the cab if no interior 
detail were added. 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  (Part	  2)	  (Continued)	  
By	  Rick	  De	  Candido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Rick)	  
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It looks like a tight fit!  A notch was cut into 
the chassis for the capacitor.  It is held in 
place with Blue-Tack (re-useable sticky 
putty). 

Cab Floor:  The depth for this is limited by 
the height of drive shaft/worm gear 
assemblies.  I cut the metal down as much 
as I could.  The cab floor sits too high on 
the completed model, but what'a ya gonna 
do?  The cab interior paint color is Testors 
RAF Sky Type "S" acrylic.  I don't think 
that FT's had the bright interior green 
commonly seen on EMD F-Units after 
WWII.  I'm under the impression the 
interior was light grey, but I went with a 
grey that has a greenish hue.  Not really 
sure if this is correct (probably not), but I 
like it.  The headlight is an LED and is 
routed under the floor using strip styrene 
spacers.  I marked the anode side of the 
LED for reference.  A short section of brass 
tubing was fitted over the LED sides so as 
to have all of the light shine forward. 
 
 

 

 

The cab interior was modified from the 
Keystone kit.  The floor is too high, but it is 
limited by the drive shaft and worm gear 
assembly underneath.   Interior is painted 
Testors RAF Sky Type "S" acrylic and 
weathered with dry-brush of enamel flat 
black.  Details are also flat black. 

 

The underside of interior floor has routing for 
headlight wires.  The anode side of the LED is 
marked for future reference.  The floor is held 
to the chassis using clear silicon adhesive 
caulking. 

Lastly, I had to cut away much of the 
mounting flanges for the large plastic 
prime mover access hatch (on the hatch 
and on the car body) so that the decoder 
will not interfere with the body when 
assembled. 
 

Building	  My	  NYC	  DFA/B-‐1a	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  (Part	  2)	  (Continued)	  
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A piece of brass tubing was CA'd to the LED 
to have light point forwards.  A bracket from 
styrene holds the headlight in place. 

 

It is another tight fit!  Most of the flanges on 
the body opening and the prime mover access 
hatch were cut away to gain clearance when 
assembled.  At back end is the opening through 
the rear door for wiring to/from B-Unit. 

All of this was test-fitted and fiddled with 
a number of times.  Once I was satisfied 
that everything fit together, including the 
car body, I spray painted both chassis flat 
black prior to final assembly.  This also 
hides any "metal" that might be viewed 
through the side portal windows.  The 
speakers, cab interior, and decoder tray 
are held in place using clear silicon 
adhesive caulking. 

Phew!  That was some project, for me 
anyway.  It was fun, and I hope this has 
helped a bit for a fellow NYCS modeler 
looking to do a similar project. 
 
In Part 3, we will detail and paint the car 
body, apply decals, and weather.  One 
tricky part of this build will be revealed, 
so, as was once said, “please stay tuned”. 

 

NYCSHS Website News 
(Continued from page 37) 

The next tab, NYC Colors, gives you 
everything you want to know about the 
color of paint used on most NYC diesels 
and passenger cars. It also gives you a 
considerable amount of information about 
matching those colors for modeling. 
 
The tab, NYCS Signal Rules and 
Indications, contains the NYCS Rules of 
the Operating Department for Oct 28, 
1956, and the same publication for 1937 
outlining all of the rules of signals on the 
NYC.  It also contains excerpts from the 
GRS catalog on the different types of 
signal heads used on much of the NYCS. 
 
The final tab NYCS Research Info, takes 
you back to the About N.Y.C. page, but a 
right pullout tab, NYCS Research 
Resources, takes you to a page with links 
to several NYCSHS Central Headlight 
articles about Cabooses, road testing NYC 
Niagaras, some NYC All-Steel 
Heavyweight Coaches, the evolution and 
applications of the NYC Oval, and six 
articles on the NYCS Diesel rosters.  More 
are added monthly. 

 (This article continues on page 61) 
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I’m a member of an operations group that 
meets the second Saturday of each month.  
Most of the layouts are in Northern 
Virginia or Maryland and employ Time 
Tables and Train Orders as their operation 
scheme.  I noticed the preferred methods 
to control turnouts is to use Double Pole 
/Double Throws toggle switches to 
operate Tortoise switch motors or to use 
Caboose Hobbies Ground Throws for 
manual turnouts.  

I was fortunate enough to be with this 
group for two years prior to moving to our 
new home complete with a layout space of 
30 x 30 feet.  For turnout control, I did not 
want to use Caboose Ground Throws 
because they look oversized in the scale 
environment I want to model.  I also didn’t 
want to use toggle switch because their 
orientation is inconsistent between 
layouts; on some layouts they are set to 
move horizontally (left and right) and on 
other layouts vertical (up and down).   
Plus, regardless of the vertical or 
horizontal orientation, the toggle switch 
did not indicate the direction of the 
turnout, only how to move the turnout. 

My plan was to draw the track plan on my 
fascia and add the tortoise controls at the 
turnout locations. I wanted something that 
an operator can look at the fascia, 
understand where he is, and know which 
direction the turnout was facing.  I came 
up with using a 4 Pole 3 Position Rotary 
Switch, with a black Knob and pointer.  

	  

A close up of Pete’s 4-pole, 3 position, Rotary 
Switch. 

By mounting the rotary switch on the 
fascia with a track plan showing the 
turnout operators simply rotate the switch 
to set the direction of the turnout.  

 

 

	  
These three photos show the switch mounted 
on the fascia at the points in the track 
diagram. This allows the operator to visually 
see the direction of the switch (turnout). 

I felt this provided a visual cue.  The spin 
off plus to this if you use a tortoise 
connector you’ll be able to do all the 
wiring on your work bench and just 

Point	  and	  Go	  Tortoise	  Control	  
By	  Pete	  LaGuardia	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Pete)	  
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simply hook up two wires to the tortoise 
bus making installation a snap.   

 

 

Pete hooked up the two wires from the switch 
to the Tortoise bus for a very simple 
installation. 

 

This simple wiring diagram shows how Pete 
made the connection. 

 

 

NYCSHS Website News 
(Continued from page 59) 

The tab, Publications, provides pull-down 
tabs for each of the publications offered by 
the Society. 
 
The tab, Modeling Resources, takes you to 
where you find all of the editions of 
NYCentral Modeler. Pull-down tabs include 
NYCSHS Model Offerings, Modeling 
Shipping Schedule, Modeling Videos, and 
Modeling Technical Data. 
 
Modeling Offerings list the latest models 
being offered and Modeling Shipping 
Schedule gives shipping dates. Modeling 
Videos provide links to member videos of 
their layouts.  Modeling Technical Data 
provides some data to help with modeling. 
(Continued in the next edition.) 
Website at: https://www.nycshs.org 

Point	  and	  Go	  Tortoise	  Control	  	  	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Pete	  LaGuardia	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Pete)	  

	  
Bill of Materials 

1 Each 4 Pole 3 Position Rotary 
Switch, Futurlec P/N POTP4P3 

1 Each Black Knob and Pointer, 
Futurlec P/N KNOB12 

1 Each Tortoises Connector Digi-Key 
P/N EDC305200-ND   

Futurlec, Web Site: 

http://www.futurlec.com/index.sht 

Digi-Key Web Site: 

 http://www.digikey.com/ 

 

http://nycshs.org/nycshs-publications/
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/nycshs-model-offerings/
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/
http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/modeling-videos/
http://nycshs.org/modeling-technical-data/
http://www.nycshs.org
http://www.fururlec.com/index.sht
http://www.digikey.com/
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Photo Illustrated Section 

In this article we see what a vast 
enterprise the improvements we have 
reviewed in past articles. 

 

The solid black route line indicates the revised 
path of this section. 

A – EXITING THE 60th STREET YARD 
AT 59th STREET  

We begin this section’s photos with a 
northwestern view of the exit at the 60th 
Street Yard years before the Improvement. 
A steam switcher is seen leading a string 

of head-end cars south, probably to the 
express facilities at the 30th Street Yard. 
Note the typical New York Central 
hexagonal Crossman’s shanty and various 
other railroad yard buildings at left. 

 

The cantilevered semaphore in the center 
of the photo is a classic. The upper and 
lower quadrant tower is supported on a 
lattice steel column and the rods running 
down each side indicate it was manually 
interlocked beast. The levers being 
operated are by one of the gentlemen seen 
in the photo. 

 

A view looking slightly to the right of the 
first photo shows more lead tracks directly 
in the streets. We are looking up West End 
Avenue on the right. The buildings along 
the Avenue look pretty ramshackle. 

B – STREET RUNNING 

A few feet south of the first photo and 
years later, we see another cross man’s 
shanty with the guard flagging a tri-

History	  of	  the	  NYCRR’s	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  (Part	  2)	  
By	  Ron	  Parisi	  	  	  (Photos	  from	  Ron’s	  Collection)	  
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powered DES-3 running light, headed 
south along Eleventh Avenue. 

 

Note the semaphore we just discussed 
peeking out over the engine. We are 
treated to a close up full shot of the shanty 
with its board and batten construction, lots 
of windows and stout smoke jack 
indicating a substantial coal burning stove 
within. It also has a decorative finial at the 
roof’s peak. Similar shanties will be seen 
up and down the avenues where there are 
tracks in the street. Notice the proximity of 
the automobiles. (See how to make one of 
these on pages 47- 52. Editor)

A 0-6-0 Steam Switcher with a slope 
backed tender running light at 54th Street 
and 11th Avenue. A “10th Avenue 
Cowboy” is seen at right. They were the 
mounted flagmen mandated by the City to 
precede every New York Central train as 
they went along the City streets.   

A classic shot of a steam driven train 
passing down 11th Avenue.  The engine 
appears to be a U Class 0-8-0 indicated by 
the tapered stack, the centered headlight, 

and the large dome behind the stack.  

 

The buildings along the avenue form the 
famed “Canyons of New York,” though 
not as deep as the taller buildings created 
on other avenues.  Note the brakeman 
standing on the roof of the second car. 
Definitely a no-no today. 

It is hard for me to believe that trains were 
such an intimate part of the fabric of New 
York. When I grew up in the City in the 
1950’s they were largely operating on the 
fringes of the “civilized” City where good 
folks didn’t go. New Yorkers are as guilty 
as the rest of America in not wanting to 
know where things come from or how 
they are processed. The origins of goods 
and services have become more opaque 
and hermetic today with most industrial 
buildings made out of horrible blue metal 
siding -- with no indications of what is 
going on inside.  

Another classic shot as a shrouded Shay 
loco makes it was with a short string of 
cars down 11th Avenue. The short 
Shrouded Shays (and earlier 0-6-0T 
“dummy locomotives were the Centrals’ 
effort to hide the valve gear that 
supposedly drove horses insane. 

 

History	  of	  the	  NYCRR’s	  West	  Side	  Freight	  Lines	  (Part	  2)(Continued)	  
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I have always found this hard to believe as 
to my knowledge no other city with tracks 
in the street enacted such legislation – 
think of Syracuse that had the Centrals’ 
main line right through the center of town. 
The interaction of and competition with 
motor vehicles really shows in this photo. 
A steady stream of traffic heads for 
downtown. There are also teams still in 
evidence. There is a great selection of 
vintage trucks here including the two 
stake beds in lower portion. 

 

A pigeon’s eye view taken from the roof of 
a building on the west side of 11th Avenue 
where another unique tri-powered DES-3 
(1548) trundles down the Avenue at 52nd 
Street pulling a mixed train of 10 cars. This 
is a rare view of the roof of the locomotive 
that was 47 feet long, weighed 252,400 
pounds and had 44-inch wheels. There 
seems to be a brakeman sitting on the roof 

of the third car. An open-topped garbage 
truck is seen at the right-hand side of the 
photo and if one strains one can see a stout 
flatbed truck delivering large rolls of 
newsprint to a printing plant on the east 
side of the street. New York City had 
scores of daily newspapers in those days, 
each more yellow than the next. 

 

The final shot of “street running” down 
Eleventh Avenue again. Most of the items 
here should be familiar by now including 
the IRT’s Power House Stacks in the upper 
right-hand corner, the periodic hexagon 
cross man’s shanty in the lower right and a 
brakeman riding the roof of the second 
freight car. While we have been enjoying 
these seemingly bucolic shots, less than a 
half a block to the east chaos seemingly 
reigned. 

C – CONSTRUCTION OF THE OPEN 
CUT 

Construction of the Line in general 
required some of the largest and most 
experienced general contractors and 
construction companies in the City. 
Further the building codes in the City 
were the most stringent in the country. 
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My feeling though is that this “cut” or 
“subway” portion between 59th Street and 
the 30th Street Yard required the most skill. 
For not only had the construction 
companies to drill, blast and remove the 
Islands very-close–to-the-surface hard 
schist rock, they had to carefully demolish 
buildings directly in the path of the cut 
and further had to shore up, support and 
rebuild scores of buildings that lined the 
cut’s sides. Too, street bridges to connect 
the severed ends of the cross streets had to 
be built immediately as the cut progressed 
downtown. And all this had to be 
accomplished while the almost seven 
million people of the metropolis swarmed 
about. 

In this photo, taken from the same vantage 
point as above, we see the new 59th Street 
“bridge” in place and the jumble of 
machines and rubble down in the hole. 
Steel sheeting is holding back the 
excavated portions until concrete and 
stone retaining walls can be built.  

Here is a similar view to the last photo but 
at a slightly later date and looking south at 
57th Street. The 57th Street Bridge is 
constructed and already there is not a 
parking space in sight! 

 

The concrete retaining walls are in place 
and the track is layered.  The gas station 
we see on the corner remained until the 
late 1990’s. The building going up on the 
south side of the street is indicative of 
what the Central hoped to accomplish 
with the Cut’s air rights, that is have 
commercial buildings occupy it. Today 
one can only catch glimpses of the 
refurbished Amtrak route out of the City 
using the Cut at some of the cross streets 
as so much of the Cut has been built over. 
Note the street tracks leaving the 60th 
Street Yard are still in place. 

 

This photo provides a view south with the 
new street bridges at 55th and 54th Streets 
visible. 

A great view (next page) of the complexity 
of the cut’s construction between 57th 
Street and 56th Street. This would be 
covered up by the building going up seen 
in the photo at the top of this page. 
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Note here all the timber buttresses holding 
up the buildings in the left-hand side of 
the photo where all the common wall 
buildings have been demolished. There is 
also a great timber of steel beam crane 
seen in the upper center of the photo. It 
was probably cheaper to install such a 
beast rather than keep a mobile crane there 
for years.  

 

A closer view down in the Cut where one 
can see new basements being constructed 
for buildings that will abut the Cut. One 
can see four methods for holding back 
earth during construction: concrete 
retaining walls, steel sheeting, a stone wall 
and timber bracing. This is a testament to 
difficulty and complexity of construction. 
The railroad tracks were almost incidental. 

ALONG THE CUT 

Finished at last! A view north by 
northwest where we can see the 57th and 

58th Street bridges complete. There seems 
to be track work going on though. 

 

The street tracks are still in use as we see a 
DES-3 pulling a train of what appears to 
be milk or express cars past the IRT Power 
House. In the center of the photo, 
shrouded in haze we can just make out the 
Miller Elevated Highway being built. 

 

Here we take another view but are now 
down in the finished “subway” Cut. 
Massive stone retaining walls are in 
evidence as is the ornate façade of the IRT 
powerhouse. That is a pretty spiffy bit of 
track work in front of us. The double 
crossover is one of my favorite pieces of 
track work. There was usually one in front 
of my favorite bridges – the transfer 
bridges around the harbor. All the 
turnouts in this section of the Line were 
hand thrown with their position indicated 
by the nifty dwarf signals as seen here. 

Jumping out of the Cut to a rooftop along 
12th Avenue and 52nd Street, we look 
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northwest during the construction of the 
elevated Miller Highway (a.k.a. the West 
Side Highway) that was going on at the 
same time (1936) as the Freight Line’s 
improvement. 

 

We can see the 60th Street Yard’s large 
grain elevator in the distance. This area 
along 12th Avenue is where the new piers 
to handle the ever-increasing size of 
passenger liners would be built. Note at 
this point the industrial nature of the 
shoreline indicated by the Colonial Sand 
and Gravel Company. The company was 
supplied by barges and street tracks. It 
also might have received cement via New 
York Central barges carrying AC&F 
cement containers or bagged cement. 
There were many such concrete facilities 
around the Harbor’s shoreline. 

 

Above is a great aerial shot probably taken 
in the late 1940’s of the passenger piers 
discussed earlier. This area quickly 
became known as Luxury Liner Row. This 
photo is surely a testament to that 
nickname. From the bottom to the top we 
see the United States Line’s Independence, 
America, and the SS United States. Next up 
appears the French Lines’ Liberte followed 
by an unknown aircraft carrier, and 
finally, we see the Cunard White Star 
Line’s Britannic docking and the 
Mauretania in her slip already. The West 
Side Highway is in use and the 60th Street 
Yard is in the mist at the top right of the 
photo. Unfortunately the railroad has been 
isolated from the dock area as it makes its 
way south in its new cut. The ships must 
now rely completely on water borne 
supplies or trucks.  

THE ENEMY 
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(We will take a quick diversion from the 
railroad’s Freight Line.) The Miller 
Highway, more popularly known as the 
West Side Highway, climbed from street 
level at Canal Street on an earth filled 
ramp to reach an elevated steel and 
concrete structure that travelled up the 
West Side mostly over 12th Avenue. In 
deference to the age when things were still 
embellished tastefully and designed with 
style, not silly “smiley” faces and flowers, 
what follows is a small gallery of the 
Highway’s design elements. Here we see 
an Art Deco styled eagle crowning a 
granite column at the beginning of the 
Canal Street Ramp.  

 

One of the Deco inspired granite 
medallions on the ramps sidewalls.  

 

In spite of the medallions’ constraining 
environment, some of them managed to 
express modernity and capture amazingly 
the spirit of the modern age.  Here we see 
waving hair, perhaps wind-driven curling 
waves -- the whole relief surging forward 
in relentless motion expressing onward 
and upward. 

 

Once again we see dynamic motion 
implied, the winged wheel symbolizing 
transportation, the strong diagonals 
leading us beyond the rectangle.  
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Perhaps the crown and glory of all the 
decorative motifs on the highway, none 
was more evocative of the movement of 
the “machine age” than the large bas relief 
cast iron “street signs” that adorned the 
steel superstructure at some street 
intersections. Its wings, gears and 
cowlings evoke some phantasmagorical 
transportation motifs, perhaps capturing 
the energy of the great City. 

Post Script to this sculpture: A specimen of 
this Street Bas Relief sculpture serenely 
resides in the New York State Museum in 
Albany, NY. All that remains of the great 
energy that was required to build it is this 
cold, iron skeleton, just as some petrified 
dinosaur’s bones in another hall of the 
museum are indicative of some much 
earlier forgotten age. 

GREAT AND SMALL 

 

As it made its way downtown in the open 
cut, the Line passed some major 
circumstances. Some had served the 
Central but were now being by-passed. 
Here we see the often-neglected yard at 
41st Street. There is almost no reference to 
this yard anywhere. What industries did it 
serve? I am not quite sure what those 
objects are on the staked flatcars. They 

resemble loads of bark seen on a logging 
railroad. Was there a tannery nearby? 
With the snow on the ground perhaps 
they were loads of Christmas trees for the 
holiday season? 

 

We are looking due east. As the “subway 
cut” neared the 30th Street Yard, it passed 
the vast complex of the U.S. Post Office in 
the foreground here and the great 
Pennsylvania Railroad Station seen behind 
the post office, which is located between 
33rd and 31st Streets and Seventh and 
Ninth Avenues. The tracks we see at the 
bottom of the photo are the approach 
tracks that lead to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad’s passenger-only tunnel under 
the Hudson River to New Jersey. 

 

Above we see the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Pier, warehouses and Transfer Bridge at 
37th Street before the Lines Improvement 
or the West Side Highway was 
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constructed. It illustrates the mess that was 
the West Side docks. Tracks ran 
everywhere, helter-skelter. Buildings sat 
across lot lines and blocked access to 
streets. Add to that seeming chaos, the 
trains shuttling here and there constantly 
blocking traffic, and pedestrians, and you 
had the inefficiencies that the City had 
tried to rectify for scores of years. But as 
train fans, we can appreciate the slope 
backed tender of a Pennsylvania Railroad 
switcher as she backs down to the transfer 
bridge with an idler car to take freight cars 
off a float docked there.  

 

Here we see our Pennsylvania Railroad 
pier seen in the photo on page 67, 
sometime in the 1950’s. The West Side 
Highway looms in the foreground already 
showing signs of the neglect that would 
destroy it prematurely. Framed nicely 
under it we see an updated transfer bridge 
and a diesel switcher rounding the bend to 
pick up cars off the float.  

In the next photo we view just one block 
south of the Pennsylvania pier we just 
looked at. This New York Central pier at 
36th Street has tracks on it and is being 
used to store empty boxcars and express 
or milk reefers. Also note one of the more 
unique pieces of railroad marine 
equipment tied up to the pier: a two-story 
livestock barge. 

 

These wooden barges were used to 
transport live cattle and sheep from 
railroad stockyards in New Jersey to New 
York City for slaughtering before the 
advent of cheap, abundant refrigeration. I 
have seen photos of the two barges owned 
by the Pennsylvania Railroad, but I 
imagine other railroads and private 
concerns had them, too.  

 

I include this nice broadside of NYC RR 
DES-3 1538 mainly for another view of a 
livestock barge seen at the extreme right-
hand side of the photo. Also the Bishop’s 
crook lamppost is a classic. 

 

Above is the final view of the 36th Street 
Pier area this time looking east towards 
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the shore.  The western end of the pier 
seems to be out of service as the rails 
appear rusted and there appears to be 
timber across them.  Here we have a great 
end view of our livestock barge. The rest 
of the scene is from a time long past as 
men and boys use the pier for fishing and 
general relaxing, even non-electronic 
playing! In our current uptight, litigious 
society such activity has been forbidden in 
the name of safety. The scene on the pier 
sure looks preferable to punching some 
electronic keys with my thumb. 

 

Here we see a flock of sheep recently 
unloaded making their way across 12th 
Avenue to a slaughterhouse. Can you 
imagine a more unlikely scene in 
sophisticated, digital New York City 
today? There are urban legends that the 
PRR built tunnels under 12th Avenue in 
which to shuttle livestock to the 
slaughterhouses. They remain to be found.  

 

Her is the final view across 12th Avenue at 
35th Street to give you some idea of the 

number of tracks that were still in the 
streets even as late as the 1930’s. This was 
taken during a repaving meant to lessen 
the impact of the profusion of tracks.  

CONSTRUCTION IN THE LOWER END 
OF THE CUT 

 

In this next section we will follow some 
more construction down in the cut, 
including some specific projects. The first 
project we will look at is the reconstruction 
of one of the warehouse of one of the 
City’s largest retailers, R.H. Macys. The 
main store occupied the block between 
34th and 35th Streets and Seventh and 
Eighth Avenues. It had warehouses 
throughout the lower West Side, but the 
one that was on the old Line was around 
35th Street and 11th Avenue sat smack in 
the middle of the Central’s plans to 
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reconstruct the vast 30th Street Yards. We 
will get to that reconstruction in the next 
installment of this history but will deal 
with some main aspects of the plan here. 
The overall Improvement called for 
excavating the entire area to drop it well 
below the current street level. Then all the 
streets and avenues would be carried over 
the sunken yard on steel bridgework. 
Reasons for undergoing such a 
monumental task were stated as allowing 
a complete reorganization and more 
efficient utilization of the Yard, but I 
suspect some thought of air rights 
development that had been so successfully 
accomplished at Grand Central Terminal 
years before, was on the minds of the 
Central’s Board. In the photo above we see 
the excavation having reached the west 
side of the Macy’s building. 

 

In this photo we see the warehouse up on 
its new foundation steel work with the 
new track work going underneath it. There 

were plans for a new trackside elevator 
going up into the building, but I don’t 
know if they were ever realized. 

 

Above is a great shot of the “elevated” 
roadways being built on the steel and 
concrete viaducts. These viaducts would 
continue the City’s rectilinear street grid 
over the new submerged tracks. 
Construction on the Macy’s Warehouse 
continues.  

 

Above we see the streets and avenues that 
are traversing the vast excavation.  It is 
almost finished and partially in use. To the 
left of the Macy’s building we see what I 
believe to be the classic mushroom 
columned concrete factory of the Hershey 
Farms Dairy. It was one of the many milk 
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related businesses in the cow juice-
addicted City. 

 

This photo appeared in 1937 and 
encapsulates what the Central’s directors 
hoped to accomplish. It commemorates the 
first train headed by DES-3 528 using the 
just built tracks under the Macy Building 
in the newly “submerged” area of the 30th 
Street Yard. It was a red-letter day for the 
City as it marked the end of 80 years of 
street running on 11th Avenue. It was 
further noted in the article that over 200 
buildings had to be demolished in this 
area alone. Note the under construction 
“street bridge” with its concrete work still 
sheathed in forms. Finally take note of the 
group of New York’s famed “Sidewalk 
Superintendents” watching the goings-on. 
Most construction sites in the City 
provided open windows in the 
construction fences, which would draw 
crowds to watch the construction proceed. 
Today, unfortunately, again in the name of 
safety, but I think more in regards to 
illegal practices, the construction sites 
have windowless fences guarded by 
humorless watchmen. 

I couldn’t resist the next photo, for those of 
you who will model this section of the 
Line… A classic corner new –law 
tenement building, brick, extensive metal 

(most times copper) pressed cornice, 
plastered with colorful printed and 
painted billboards signs. 

 

Most of us model an era when the painted 
signs (the Manufacturers Trust Co and the 
Wrigley’s Spearmint) would be faded 
relics. It’s interesting to see them intact. 
The KESBEC gas sign indicates that at one 
point there were gas stations in 
Manhattan. I love the great horse drawn 
milk wagon in front of it all. 

In the next photo  there is probably a 
building going up right next to the cut to 
replace one torn down to make way for it. 
This photo on the next page is along West 
39th Street.  Note the railroad cars in the 
street. The tracks were everywhere.  
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A good shot below shows the vast amount 
of excavation that had to be done in this 
section of the Line. This view is at 37th 
Street. 

 

The cut is widening as the tracks begin to 
diverge to enter the different areas of the 
30th Street Yard. The rough, rocky sides of 
the cut reveal Manhattan’s close to the 
surface tough schist, only thinly covered 
with soil throughout most of the Island. 
The schist is certainly one of the reasons 
that Manhattan can support soaring 
skyscrapers, but it has always made 
excavation difficult, requiring constant 
drilling and dynamiting. We also have a 
good view of a street bridge going up right 
in front of Schottman Stables on the left. 

Next is a nice low flying pigeon’s eye view 
showing a succession of finished street 
bridges traversing the cut looking south. 

After the chaos seen at street level in the 
last photo, this view is serene.   

 

It is almost the same view as the previous 
photo except later in time. Notice 
Schottman Stables just peeking out from 
the left-hand margin. The area of the 40’s 
and high 30’s, Hell’s Kitchen, on the West 
Side was the home to most of the stables in 
the City that served the 250,000 horses that 
moved people and goods before the 
advent of the internal combustion engine. 
New York City police had a large building 
on West 42nd Street to house their 
hundreds of horses that I used to pass 
with my son on our way to the Intrepid 
Museum in the 1980’s. As the horse 
population dwindled so did the number of 
stables. The only ones left today belong to 
the Hansom Cab tourist business. Taxicab 
garages replaced the stables, but today 
even these are becoming scarce as the 
neighborhoods inevitably gentrify. 
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On the proceeding page, final photo, (this 
the frog’s eye one) at this location shows 
the finished product as it appears down in 
the cut. The track is immaculate and the 
ballast has barely settled. The two railroad 
cars on the left appear to be MOW 
construction boxcars. 

 

As pictured above, further north in the 
right of way, at 47th Street, down in the cut 
for our frog’s eye view again, we see a tri-
powered DES-3 making its way towards 
us with a string of unidentified cars. 
Notice the very prominent extended ties 
(every sixth one) that were installed on the 
two eastern most tracks to hold the 
brackets for the electrified third rail that 
was supposed to be put in this section of 
the Line. From all the photos and articles I 
have looked at, I have never seen evidence 
that it was ever done. Diesels probably 
came along faster than expected and 
obliterated the need for straight electric 
engines. That said, I believe the mains at 
the northern end of the 60th Street Yard 
and the Line north of there was electrified. 
Class R-2 electric motors were double 
headed to move freight trains up to 
Harmon where the cars would be 
classified and interchanged and the 
motors exchanged for road steam 
locomotives or later diesel power.  

This is an R-class electric motor (below). 
They were mostly double-headed, as they 
didn’t have enough tractive force singly. 
Where was Raymond Lowey of Henry 
Dreyfuss when the Central needed them? 

 

I really like this shot below, down into the 
Cut at 36th Street. For some reason it seems 
to be an HO-scale model. Perhaps it’s the 
tie spacing or the relative featurelessness. 
It is in this area that the tracks begin to fan 
out into the second most spectacular yard 
in Manhattan: the 30th Street Yard.  

 

This concludes Ron’s four-part series on 
the history of the West Side Freight Lines.  
We look forward to more history on the 
fascinating memories of the NYC in NYC.  
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Dave Wheeler’s NYC 1 ½ Inch-Scale Models  

 

Dave says he is very interested in modeling the New York Central System. At present his son and he 
have two electric powered GP-7s and Pacific and Hudson steam engines. They also have about 40 
freight and heavyweight passenger cars.  All of this is 1-1/2” scale, “Live Steam”. 

 

This photo shows his NYC Industrial Works Wrecker, modeled after the Jackson Michigan wrecker. 
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Dave Howarth is Building a NYC Empire in Australia  

  

Noel, 
Good to hear from you. I am progressing well with my new building for my layout. My goal 
is to have my upper level base boards finished by the end of May 2014. I should make it as I 
am putting in 8-hour days on the construction. I find this a solo job, as I plan final details 
as I proceed.  
 
Other good modelers in our NMRA Region are building required structures, helping with 
logging skeleton wagons (logging cars), which I do not have, and helping with the first cork 
and track laying.  
 
The Upper Level Branch Line has about 450 feet of standard gauge track and about 350 feet 
of On3 track being a branch from Troy, NY, to the east with a lot of poetic license! 
 
My spine walls will be lined with plasterboard by mid-June.  I will then build the lower 
level base boards for the NYC West Shore River Division from Weehawken via Haworth 
(must build this station) via Bear Mountain on the Hudson River, via Rivena Cement 
Works, to Troy Union Station, and Troy Junction to the Upper level branch line or a dog 
bone loop for a return trip.  The lower level will be a double track with 1000-foot return 
round trip. NCE radio control is established throughout the shed.  
 
I feel I need to get a bit more construction under my belt for photos and a basis for articles. 
Also writing takes time away from building. Once the track plan details are finalized, I can 
draw up the final plan for articles, also.  Dave 
 
Dave did a wonderful article for us in one of the early editions of the NYCentral Modeler, 
and we can hardly wait to see his huge layout finished.  The article to follow will be pretty 
amazing. 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  3rd Quarter 2014 78	  

Vintage NYCS Advertisements 
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Seth Lakin Tells Us About the Lot 858-B Boxcars 

 

 

 

 

 

Seth’s article in the 2nd Qtr. 
Central Headlight tells us 
about the Lot858-B boxcars, 
and in our next issue he tells 
us how he kitbashed an HO-
scale boxcar to be a perfect 
model of this car. 
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This is a photo of Manuel Duran-Duran’s 3-d printing of some of the parts for the bay window, 
cornice and parapet wall assembly for the tower featured in the last edition (left). The second photo 
is of two of the NYC standard switch/flag cabin featured in this edition of “The Harmon Files” 
(right). They are both working hard on the next project for the magazine – Substation 6A – found in 
Harmon, NY. 

 

The Lightning Stripes gather on your editor’s railroad. 
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As I put the final touches on this edition, I have also been working with several 
manufacturers to be able to offer new NYCS locos and rolling stock at discount prices to 
members.  I thought I would include some photos of what is now available in the 
Collinwood Shop.  Click here to go to the store. 

  

N-Scale RS-1 (Atlas)                          HO-Scale FT (Bowser)                    HO-Scale VO-660 (Bowser) 

  

HO-Scale C-630 (Bowser)           S-Scale J-3a Hudson (American Models) 

 

 S-Scale PA/B/A sets (American Models)          S-Scale RS-3 (American Models) 

    

S-Scale S-12 (American Models)    HO-Scale C-Liner (TrueLine Trains) HO-Scale Sharks (BLI) 

 

 

Final	  Thoughts	  
By	  Noel	  

	  

http://www.nycshs.net
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                 N-Scale E-7 (BLI)   HO-Scale CCC&StL         HO-Scale 10” Inside Height     
              USRA Hopper (Accurail)    Post War Boxcar (Accurail)                           
  

       

HO-Scale USRA Composite Drop     HO-Scale 70 Ton Flat               O-Scale NYC Hopper 
 Bottom Gon (Accurail)  (Accurail)           (Weaver) 
 

    
                                    HO-Scale NYC 19000 Caboose 
                                (TrueLine Trains) Pre-order only. 

                                  
HO- Scale NYCSHS Pacemaker Boxcar   HO-Scale NYC Lines East 
  (MTH) Only a very few left.    Brick Tower (CH&R) Pre-order only. 
 
If you haven’t looked at our online NYCSHS Collinwood Shop lately, you have missed out 
on a very large collection of prototypical correct NYCS locomotive and rolling stock models. 
All are offered to members at between 12 ½% and 20% discount off MSRP.   
 
You have repeatedly asked us to bring you NYCS models in N-, HO-, S- and O-scales and 
we have responded with an excellent selection on all of the scales you have asked for.  We 
will continue to provide you with outstanding models at excellent prices. 
 
If you have ordered some models and are waiting for delivery, check out the delivery 
schedule at http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/  We keep that 
schedule as up-to-date as possible.  If you would like to see what is being offered click here 
for the NYCSHS Collinwood Shop. 

http://nycshs.org/for-the-modeler/model-shipping-schedule/
http://www.nycshs.net
http://www.nycshs.net
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Visit the NYCSHS “Collinwood Shop” 
As a NYCSHS member you enjoy a 20% discount on many of the items in the store.  We offer 
a wide-selection of models, engineering drawing CDs & DVDs, movie DVDs, NYCSHS 
calendars, a large collection of books on the NYCS, hats, t-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, polo 
shirts, dress shirts, towels, blankets, plaques, patches, mousepads, cups, and art prints -- all 
with the NYC logo. 

Our model selection includes NYCS locos, rolling stock, and buildings, and they all are at 
20% off MSRP.  For some of the locos this means a savings of over $50 each. 

To take advantage of this 20% savings, you should join today.  Memberships start at only 
$39 per year and bring many benefits in addition to the 20% savings in the “Collinwood 
Shop. Join using the application on page 80 or Click here to join at the “Collinwood Shop”. 

 

http://www.nycshs.net
http://www.nycshs.net
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 

2014 New Membership Application Form 
 

 

 
  

 *These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of the 
Society, and these generous contributors will be identified in Central Headlight.  

 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31. 
You may also join by going to our store at www.nycshs.net or to our website at 
www.nycshs.org. 
 
Please be sure to fill in all of the blanks in the form below. 

 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

City, State:_________________________________9-digit Zip: __________________ 

Country, if outside U. S. A.:_______________________________________________   
Email Address: _________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Special Interest(s):_______________________________________________________ 

Modeling Interest: Do you model the NYCS?__________ What scale?__________ 

Former NYCS Employee? ________________________________________________ 

Referred by (optional): __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed for 2014:  $____________  For additional years:  $____________ 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.  It may be used to 
contact you about events or information about the NYCSHS.  If you do not wish to have 
the NYCSHS contact you with this information, please check this box:   

 

Members failing to provide their 9-digit Zip cannot be included in the mailing list for 
Central Headlight. The USPS insists that we use the 9-digit code since the magazine is 
mass mailed. Check out our website at www.nycshs.org 

 Regular Member — United States                 $39.00  
 Regular Member — Canada & Mexico                 $44.00  
 Regular Member — Other Countries                 $49.00  
 Contributing Member*                 $50.00  
 Sustaining Member*                 $70.00  
 Digital Edition of Central Headlight (Additional)                  $15.00  
 We are offering this digital edition as a supplement to the print          
version. You must agree not to provide this to others by signing 
here.  _____________________________________________________  

http://www.nycshs.net
http://www.nycshs.net
http://www.nycshs.org
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS.  How about a few of you O-, S-, 
and N-scale modelers getting in touch with us to send us an article or 
photos. If you only complain that we only have HO-scale articles, 
you are the only ones who can provide articles in other scales. 

We really do need your help to keep all of the momentum going in the 
Society.  A lot of work is being done to improve our support to 
members.  We have needs for articles and photos for this magazine.  
We need another O-scale modeler on the Modeling Committee.  We 
need some people to work with us on the Membership Committee.  I 
could use some help working on the NYCSHS Facebook page, the 
NYCSHS website, and the NYCSHS Members Yahoo Group site. 

We all are busy, but it only takes a few hours a month to help us out.  
We have gotten a few new volunteers now working with us.  They 
believe that the Society is a priority for them. How about you?  Why 
not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that is 
really worthwhile.  Just do it!!! 

Watch the website, www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

As we travel through the summer, the NYCHS would very much like 
to include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
October 2014 edition.  You have been doing a lot less model 
railroading during the summer months, and we know that you will be 
spending even more time outdoors, but we hope you will take a few 
minutes to continue to run your trains. If you have been building 
things for your railroad or running your trains, this would be a good 
time to take some photos and do an article for us.  Even if you don’t 
feel you can write an article, just send us some photos of your layout.  
We need them for all of our publications, but to make the next one, 
send them to us by September 1, 2014.   

Are You Helping the NYCSHS Improve?  
   Preview Of 4TH 

Quarter 2014 
issue 

 

Steve Bratina has a 
Commodore Vanderbilt 

Hudson and is building 
the Rexall Mohawk and a 
PT Tender.  See it in the 

next issue. 

The next issue will continue Bob 
Shaw’s layout construction. 

We plan to share some great photos 
from David Howarth as he continues 

to build a new railroad.
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Look for another 
building from Larry 
Faulkner in the Oct. 

2014 edition. 

 




