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Kyle Coble’s article on 3-D printing shows us some 
very nice models for his Big Four railroad using this  
new technology for modeling. (Page 31) 
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The  NYCSHS  provides  considerable  
NYC  Railroad  information  that  is  very  
useful  for  modelers.  Pages  2  &  5.  

The  East  Central  Indiana  Railroad                                                                              By  Roger  Hensley  

An added focus for the Society on NYC Modeling 

Check   out   the   new   NYCentral   Modeler   feature,   “From   The   New  
York  Central   Engineering   Department”   by  Manuel   Duran-‐‑Duran.    
It  offers  scale  drawings  of  NYCS  structures  that  you  can  model.  

  The  NYCentral  Modeler   focuses  on  providing   information  
about   modeling   of   the   railroad   in   all   scales.   This   issue  
features   articles,   photos,   and   reviews   of   NYC   related  
models  and  layouts.  The  objective  for  the  publication  is  to  
help   members   improve   their   ability   to   model   the   New  
York  Central  and  promote  modeling  interests.  

  

This is the story of a young man who was given a Marx key wind 
Commodore Vanderbilt train set at the age of six in 1945. This was a 
lot of fun, but it was replaced at age eight with a Marx electric train 
set. This was a tinplate metal set with a circle of track. Yes, all the 
train did was run around the circle, but it was a lot of fun for a kid 
of eight. (Continued on page 22)  
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New York Central System Historical Society 

The   New   York   Central   System  
Historical   Society   (NYCSHS)  was  
organized   in   March   1970   by   the  
combined   efforts   of   several  
former   employees   of   the   New  
York   Central   Railroad.   The  
NYCSHS   is   chartered   as   a   non-‐‑
profit  corporation  under  the  laws  
of   the   state   of  Ohio.  The  mission  
of   the   NYCSHS   is   to   perpetuate  
the   legacy   of   the   New   York  
Central   System   and   its  
predecessor   lines   and   subsidiary  
roads  through  the  acquisition  and  
preservation   of   their   various  
histories,   traditions,   documents,  
records,   and   artifacts;   and  
through   the   dissemination   of  
accurate  information   in  a  manner  
that   is   consistent   with   good  
stewardship   and   preservation.    
Your   membership   gets   you   four    
issues  of  the  popularly  acclaimed  
Central   Headlight,   the   official  

Publication   of   the  NYCSHS.    
Only   available   to   members,  
each   issue   contains  a  wealth  
of   information   each   quarter.  
From   steam   to   diesel   (and  
electric),   from   freight   to  
passenger,   from   branchline  
to   mainline,   and   from   the  
early   days   of   Vanderbilt   to  
the   waning   months   of  
Young   and   Perlman,   the  
Central  Headlight  covers  it  all.  
Our   Annual   Meetings   are  
also   an   event   not   to   be  
missed,   focusing   on   the  
preservation   of   New   York  
Central  railroad  history  with  
informative   speakers,  
presentations,  and  tours.  The  
Society   also   has  many   NYC  
reference   books   and  
drawings   available   for  
purchase.   Membership   is  
open   to   all;   so   don'ʹt   delay;  
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The  NYCSHS  Modelers’  Committee  
Over   two   years   ago   following   the   2011  NYCSHS  Convention,  we   have   had   an   official  modeling  
committee  that  has  focused  on  modeling  the  NYCS.    This  has  been  a  hard-‐‑working  committee.  

The  members  of  the  committee  are:  Ron  Parisi,  Brian  Marotta,  Dave  Mackay,  Ralph  Schiring,  Tom  
Ball,   Jeff   English,   Noel  Widdifield,   Dave   Staplin,   Paul   Pickard,   Larry   Faulkner,  Manuel   Duran-‐‑
Duran,  Kyle  Coble,  Dan  Seligmann,  Seth  Lakin,  and  Rich  Stoving.    

We  have    a  Yahoo  Group  for  the  committee  and  have  had  a  meeting  a  month  to  work  on  several  
projects.     We  continue  to  bring  new  modeling  features  to  the  Society.  We  released  the  Pacemaker  
boxcar,  the  19000  caboose,  and  the  NYC  Panel-‐‑Side  55-‐‑ton  hopper.  We  worked  with  a  manufacturer  
to  make  sure  that  the  NYC  C-‐‑Liners  they  were  releasing  are  accurate.    We  are  working  on  several  
other  projects,  but  if  you  have  some  ideas  for  us,  contact  us  at  NYCBigFour@comcast.net  
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Someone asked me recently how long I’ve been working on my layout.  Well, I started on it 
in 1991, and it’s now 2013, so my response was 22 years.  But in truth there was a ten-year 
period in the midst of that timespan during which I did very little on the layout because I 
was greatly involved with a 12-inch = 1 foot scale “layout.”  I was a brakeman, then a 
conductor, and finally an engineer on a local tourist railroad. 

Our diesel power was all vintage Alco: an S-2 off the Buffalo Creek, an RS-1 from the 
Washington Terminal, and an RS-3U from the Delaware & Hudson.  The RS-1 was my 
favorite as an engineer because it had a long steam-engine-type throttle, complete with a 
brass ratchet release that was linked directly to the injector rack so that an engineer could get 
virtually any number of throttle positions instead of just the eight notches that were typically 
provided on MU-equipped diesels. 
  
My experience as an engineer, which included running freights in wintertime, gave me a 
healthy respect for the work and problems of professional locomotive engineers.  It also gave 
me a healthy lack of respect for the small percentage of railfans who do stupid things, like 
walking in the gauge, standing in the gauge in front of an oncoming train to get a “cool” 
photograph, stepping on a railhead, and crossing a track between two standing freight cars. 
  
I had many experiences during my several years as an engineer, but my favorite story 
involves running a locomotive on Conrail. 
  
Our train was on display for a weekend on Conrail trackage about three miles from the point 
of interchange with our own line.  On the following Monday morning, a fellow volunteer 
and I went to retrieve it.  We stopped by the Conrail yardmaster’s office, and he told us to 
get the power ready for the move and that he would send a crew over by taxi to take our 
train out.  We did so, cranking up the RS-1, removing the drip bucket from beneath her, and 
performing the air tests. 
  
Soon enough, the taxi arrived, and three Conrail guys, one an engineer, climbed aboard.  
Observing that there were two of us, one of the Conrailers headed for the rear car of the train 
because of the cab occupancy limit, and the engineer, a youngish fellow, sat down in “The 
Seat.” 
  
Now mind you, our RS-1 was facing short end forward, which meant that all the things an 
engineer had to attend to – air gages, throttle, automatic brake, independent brake, bell 
control (an air valve you had to twist a couple of revolutions to turn the bell on or off), and 
the horn cords (three, one for the legal horn and two for our melodious Hancocks) – were 
more-or-less behind him.  This presented no problem for me or our other engineers, since we 
knew where they were by feel and didn’t have to take our eyes off the track.  But it might 
have been a little off-putting for the Conrail man. 
  
But then he looked at the brake stand.  ”What the hell is that?” he said to no one in 
particular.  “It’s a #14 brake,” I replied.  There was another look, a pause, and then an 
invitation.  “You better do it,” he said to me, relinquishing “The Seat.”  

                                                            Time  Out      By  President    R.  L.    Stoving  
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And so it was that I got to run over about three miles of Conrail real estate, albeit at 
restricted speed, which means being able to stop in half the sight distance (in case something 
is coming toward you, also at restricted speed), and watching out for a whole list of things 
that you had to name on the annual rules examination. 
  
The really neat thing was that when we got back to our own property, the engineer 
announced that he and his companions were going to be picked up by taxi at a road crossing 
about four miles farther down our line.  Our speed limit was 25 mph, so I hauled out on the 
throttle, and the RS-1, which had been doing a lot of idling over the weekend, sent up the 
best cloud of “Alco dust” that ever I saw.  My wife Nancy, who was riding the rear end, said 
the Conrail man who was riding back with her was laughing hysterically.  
  
As the appointed crossing came into view, I baled off the independent and made my 
application, and as it turned out made one of the most accurate and smoothest stops in my 
short career.  The Conrail guys didn’t comment, but they both shook my hand before 
departing, and we took the train home. 
  
Like anyone who has ever done any real railroading, I have plenty of other stories to tell.  If 
you come to the next NYCSHS convention and buy me a beer at an opportune time, I’ll be 
glad to share some of them with you. 
 
 

                        

                                                            Time  Out  (Continued)    By  President    R.  L.    Stoving  

 

Richard L. Stoving  
President, NYCSHS  
stoving@ptd.net        
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    From  the  Cab  
We have recently conducted two surveys to 
understand better what you would like from us 
and have been very pleased with the answers we 
got back from many of you who responded. 

Most of you said that you really liked the 
NYCentral Modeler and what we are doing with it. 
We were surprised that some of our members 
didn’t know we had the magazine. 

There were many good suggestions given in the 
responses, and we will try to use those suggestions 
to improve our publication. 

The biggest complaint we received was that we 
seemed to be HO-scale focused. There were many 
who wanted more articles in the other scales. 

We would be glad to publish articles in the other 
scales if we had people writing them for us. We 
have repeatedly asked for authors to step forward 
and send us articles in those scales with almost no 
success. We can’t publish them if you don’t write 
them. 

So if you model in Z-, N-, S-, O-, or Large Scale, 
please contact us about doing an article so we can 
publish it.  We have a lot of help for authors, if you 
only contact us. You can make the magazine less 
HO-like, if you take a few minutes to work with 
us.       Thanks, Noel 
Please send me your articles, comments and/or 
corrections. NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

The  NYCentral  Modeler  
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted 
for publication.  Materials submitted are 
considered to be gratis and no reimbursement 
will be made to the author(s) or the 
photographer(s) or his/her representative(s).  
The Society reserves the right to reject, for any 
reason, any material submitted. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and 
in JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be 
sent to: NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

Be sure to check out NYCSHS on Facebook! 

I really want to hear from you about what you 
think about this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story. 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

NYCSHS  Publications  &  Info        NYCSHSFacebook   NYCSHS-Members   
NYCSHS  Central  Headlight:    R.  L.  Stoving  stoving@pdt.net                                                                                                                    NYCSHS  Books:  www.nycshs.org  

NYCSHS  Website:  www.nycshs.org                                                                                          NYCentral  Modeler:  Noel  Widdifield  NYCBigFour@comcast.net  

NYC  Drawings:  Tom  Gerbracht  trg6000@roadrunner.com                  NYC  Passenger  Cars:    Dave  Mackay  mackdave@optimum.net  
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Roger Hensley  The East Central Indiana Railroad 

	  

	  

 

 
Kyle Coble  Adventures in 3-D Printing 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

New York Central Extra Board  
 

In 1959, Roger entered the U. S. Navy as an Electronics Technician and 
left the service in 1963. He worked a factory job for a couple of years 
and then went to work for IBM as a Customer Engineer. He got 
married while he was working for IBM and went to work for himself as 
a manufacture of cloth/sewn emblems for several years. He sold that 
and opened a hobby shop primarily selling model train equipment and 
supplies. He loved that, but all things must end. He went to work for a 
computer store. Roger left there to work for Ball State University as an 
in-house technician for the Career Services department. Then he retired 
to go to work as a volunteer for the Madison County Historical Society, 
Inc., where he has been the President and has established a model train 
section for Christmas exhibits. 

As a youngster, he had two or three trains sets, but it wasn't until he built a couple of train 
layouts for his kids and then owned the Train Shop, that he discovered that model trains 
just wasn't their hobby.  He has been actively engaged in the hobby for 32 years and has a 
modest sized layout. His kids are grown and he enjoys building the layout, modifying it, 
adding pieces to it, and updating the control system to DCC. He can even enjoy the times 
that he does nothing to it, the times when it just sits quietly waiting for him to return. Just 
about the time when he thinks that he can’t add anything else, he discovers something new 
to do. Yes, he has the train layouts at the History Center to occupy him, but he still works 
on his layout. And after 43 years, his wife still tolerates him and his hobby. 

	  

This is Kyle’s second article for the NYCentral Modeler, and he continues his 
interest in the Big Four railroad.  His previous article was on building a Big 
Four boxcar, and this time he tells us how he is doing it now using 3-D 
printing.  This technology is the big interest item for modelers.  It seems to 
offer the potential for us to be able to create precision parts or whole 
models.  That technology isn’t there yet for many modelers, but Kyle 
seems to have mastered the “art” and shows us a couple of his models 
built using this interesting capability. 

Title	  Photo	  (At	  Top	  &	  Following	  Pages)	  
“Engine	  Crew	  Dispatcher	  Springfield,	  
[Ohio]	  3-‐22-‐50”	  NYC	  Photo	  NYCSHS	  
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Ricardo	  De	  Candido	   NYC	  USRA	  Caboose	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Larry	  Faulkner	   	   Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  

	  

	  

Ray	  Wilcox	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   NYC	  You	  Tube	  Videos	  From	  Ray	  Wilcox	  

	  

New York Central Extra Board  
 

Rick enjoys modeling the New York Central, but says he is 
definitely not an expert.  That's why he joined the New York Central 
System Historical Society.  It has been well worth it for him.  In 
particular, his purchase of the Central Headlight DVD Collection 
has been very valuable.  Some time ago he had thoughts to, perhaps, 
build the Funaro & Camerlengo USRA Caboose (HO Scale).  
Initially, he did not know for certain that the New York Central had 
USRA Cabooses, but they did have a few.  This is his first NYCentral 
Modeler article.	  

This is Larry’s third NYCentral Modeler article, and he continues 
to write about his modeling of the NYC Electric and Hudson 
Divisions in 1952-53.  He has shared his modeling talents for 
towers in the last two articles and in this issue he teamed with 
NYC Engineering Department Editor, Manuel Duran-Duran to 
try his hand at building the Circuit Breaker House that Manuel 
drew the plans for in his department’s article this month. 

Ray is a retired business aviation pilot with 42 years of professional aviation 
experience. Prior to that, he was a senior structures engineer for Lockheed in 
Marietta, GA. His NYC interest started with a Lionel 700e Hudson that was 
handed down from his family when he was in grade school. 

Since then he has collected NYC locomotives and cars. He has a modest brass collection of 
NYC locomotives and passenger cars, some of which have DCC decoders and sound systems 
that he regularly operates at the Miracle Strip Model Railroad Club in Shalimar, FL. He does 
not have a home layout. 
He mostly enjoys modifying existing RTR passenger cars and locos with additional details. He 
also has experience in working with brass models to make them perform properly. He runs 
prototypical passenger trains based on pictures from his library of NYC books. He has posted 
many videos on You Tube, and they are listed in the article for your enjoyment.   
	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 8	  

Dennis	  Reagan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  	  	  7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  

	  

	  

	  

Charles	  Carter	   	   	   Scratchbuilding	  a	  “NYC”	  EMD	  NW-‐5	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

New York Central Extra Board  
 

This is the second time that Dennis and Bob have represented the 
NYCSHS at the St. Louis meet.  Last year they ventured forth and did 
such a good job that they went back again this year.  Like last year, they 
went and came back more enthused about the meet and the NYCSHS. 
This year they took some of the models, books, and T-shirts that the 
Society has on their website to interest visitors at the meet to try out the 
“Shop to the Future” NYCSHS online store.  They also brought some of 
their models and a lot of enthusiasm to impress visitors at the show. 

Charles was born in Buffalo, NY, not far from where his grandfather 
lived in 1948. His grandfather worked for the New York Central RR 
cleaning and stocking cabooses at the end of his street. His love of 
trains originates with that “dear old man”. 

Later, as a teenager, he had HO trains as a hobby but sold them to 
buy musical instruments to play rock music with a local group he 
helped create while in college. This helped him pay for junior 
college where he studied construction technology. 

	  He was drafted for Vietnam in between schools, served his two years in the Army 
Infantry, was honorably discharged in 1970, and married the girl that he wrote to 
during my tour of duty. He then went back to night school under the G.I. Bill for his 
architectural degree while working full time in an architectural office. 

But Charles needed a hobby. Back came the trains. He joined a modular model 
railroad group called N.O.M.E. (Niagara Orleans Model Engineers) in the late 1970's 
and has been with them ever since. 

He retired from architecture in 2009.  Complications from service-related medical 
issues made it impossible to continue working, and he now focuses on family and 
friends, hobbies and interests, and a deep appreciation for what railroads meant to 
the building of a nation.	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 9	  

	  

	  

	  

National Model Railroad Month 

 

The only way to add model railroaders to our 
hobby is to start with showing the young 
people the fun we have. Here is our proof 
editor, Julie Sanders’, grandson, Ryan Stock, 
listening to Noel explain some of the finer 
points of his layout. (Photo by Ann 
Widdifield.) 

 

National Model Railroad Month offers us the 
perfect chance to show off our handiwork and at 
the same time introduce others to the hobby that 
gives us so much pleasure. 
  
Do it as an individual.  Take a few hours, a day, or 
a whole weekend and invite your friends, (all of 
them, not just your model railroading friends) 
neighbors or the whole community to visit your 
layout. You will be surprised at how many of your 
co-workers and neighbors down the street are 
anxious to see what you have been working on so 
hard. Your layout has given you a great deal of 
pleasure. This is a great opportunity to share that 
pleasure with others. You will get additional 
pleasure from all the “ohhhs” and “ahhhhs” of 
your visitors. (NMRA Publication) 

The NYCSHS offers a DVD with the entire 
collection of the NYCSHS Central 
Headlights from 1970 through 2011.   

The DVD contains an index with the ability 
to search through the entire collection to 
find any item of interest or article and open 
it directly. 

Each page of every issue is in a printable 
PDF format allowing you to print out those 
pages or issues that you need.  You can also 
simply read/view each page on your 
computer screen. 

Look for more information on our website 
about this wonderful resource for your 
research or reading pleasure. Price includes 
shipping and handling for domestic buyers.  
Non-US buyers will be charged actual 
shipping costs. Ohio residents add 8% sales 
tax. 

Send your orders to the address below or go 
to www.NYCSHS.net for more information.  

NYCSHS	  
Box	  130	  
Gates	  Mills,	  OH	  44040-‐0130	  

What’s New for NYCS Modeling?    
By Noel Widdifield 
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Tinplate 

MTH (Lionel) 

	  

No. 6 Steam Loco  

Item No. 11-1029-1 NYC #6 with Proto-Sound 3 

Item No. 11-1029-0 NYC #6 (Traditional) 

The No. 6 steam locomotive made its debut in 
Lionel's 1906 catalog as the most perfect miniature 
model ever placed on sale. Built along the lines of 
the newest powerful express passenger 
locomotives, the No. 6 featured a 4-4-0-wheel 
arrangement known as the American. Since this 
arrangement was widespread at the beginning of 
the 20th century, Lionel, not surprisingly chose to 
base their toys off of this popular model. 

Originally, these locomotives were equipped with 
a 4-wheel pilot truck, electric headlight, and 
reinforced phosphor bronze bearings. Each of these 
features made for a durable outfit that would last 
indefinitely. Lionel earnestly recommended these 
locomotives "for those desiring a piece for a show 
window display, or for the added attraction to a 
showroom, or for a toy that is incomparable and 
will be appreciated all the time". Proving that a 
Lionel locomotive crossed over all boarders of 
model railroading enthusiasts. From the 
experienced show room owner, to the seller, to the 
child themselves these versatile locomotives were 
featured in the catalog until 1923. 

Be at the forefront of American ingenuity in model 
railroading with the No. 6 Lionel Corporation 
steam locomotives. Paired with a 3-piece Pullman 
car set, including baggage and observation car, this 
set comes richly enameled and striped with gold 
lettering. Metal wheels and axles, overhead interior 
lighting, colorful, attractive paint schemes, detailed 
car interiors, baked enamel finish, stamped steel 
bodies and chassis’, and operating latch couplers, 
bring these cars into the 21st century while still 
maintaining the look and feel of the original. 
Operators looking for a more modern feel may find 

the contemporary version of this locomotive, 
featuring Proto-Sound 3.0, more appealing. 
However, for those who prefer the more traditional 
features these locomotives, we also offer the 
standard Bild-a-Loco Motor and stamped metal 
chassis that have become synonymous with Lionel. 

MSRP $899.95 (For either) Expected Delivery: 
Now 

 
 

NYC 3-Car Standard Gauge Pullman Cars 

Item No. 11-40077 Passenger Cars 

MSRP $699.95  (3-car Set) Expected Delivery: Now 

	  
NYC Standard Gauge Gondola 

Item No. 11-30152 

MSRP $119.95       Expected Delivery: Now 

 

 
NYC Standard Gauge Boxcar 
MSRP $149.95      Expected Delivery: Now 
 
www.mthtrains.com 
 
 

 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling   
By Noel Widdifield 
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Z- Scale 
Locomotives 
American Z-line 

 

Sample shown in paint scheme other than NYC. 

United	  States	  Railroad	  Administration	  2-‐8-‐2	  
light	   and	   heavy	  Mikado	   steam	   locomotives.	  
Light:	   New	   York	   Central.	   Injection-‐molded	  
plastic	   detail	   parts,	   filigree	   handrails,	  
directional	   light-‐emitting	   diode	   headlights,	  
traction	   tires,	   tender	   power	   pickup,	   and	  
working	   front	   AutoLatch	   knuckle	   coupler.	  
$219.	  00	  Ready-‐to-‐run. 

N-Scale 
Locomotives 
Bachmann 

 

P&LE (NYC) S-4 

The 1,000-horsepower S4 switcher was the fourth 
entry in Alco’s highly successful “S” series of 
diesels. Their sturdy construction and ease of 
maintenance made them popular with a wide 
variety of railroads. Bachmann’s new N-scale DCC-
equipped S4 features a dual-mode decoder that 
allows operation in either analog mode or with any 
NMRA-compliant Digital Command Control 
system. Visit your favorite hobby dealer to "switch 
it up" with our new S4 or any of our N-scale DCC-
equipped diesel or steam locomotives. 

Features include:  DCC-equipped for speed, 
direction, and lighting control, dual-mode NMRA-
compliant decoder, operating dual directional 

headlights, die-cast chassis, die-cast fuel tanks and 
underframe, die-cast gear tower, & magnetically 
operating E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers. 

  MSRP $129.00           Shipping: Fall  2013 

Kato 

 

SD70ACe  NYC Heritage Norfolk 
Southern  

• Heritage units will be specially painted 
with their unique paint schemes to honor 
their respective railroads 

• Newly designed prototype-accurate 
bolsterless non-radial HTSC truck and five 
chime airhorn 

• Exceptional and crisp molding to 
accentuate the distinct angular lines of the 
nose and high dynamic brake 

• Powerful five-pole KATO motor with dual 
brass flywheels 

• Directional headlight and illuminated, 
preprinted numberboards 

• Illuminated ditch lights 
• Kato magnetic knuckle coupler 
• DCC friendly mechanism ready for drop-in 

decoder installation 

MSRP $135  Shipping: Oct 2013 

Broadway Limited 

NYC RF-16 As & Bs 

 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
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Product Information: 
• ABS plastic body with die cast chassis 
• 5-pole motor with skew wound armature 
• A-unit length 8-inches 
• B-unit length 7.7 inches 
• Separate details such as handrails, ladders, 

horn, and brass bell 
• Operating knuckle couplers 
• Operates on code 70, 83 & 100 track 
• Minimum Radius – 18 inches 
MSRP $399.99 for pair.  Shipping: Jan 2014 
 

P&LE Railroad Historical Society 

 

The 3000-3999 series of hopper cars were built by the 
Greenville Steel Car Co. in 1948 for the Pittsburgh & 
Lake Erie Railroad. Many remained in service until 
1970. 
The four car numbers being offered by the P&LEHS 
represent cars that were rebuilt and repainted at the 
McKees Rocks shops in 1962. 
Four different road numbers will be produced by 
Accurail with appropriate graphics approved by the 
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad Historical Society. 
Expected delivery is November 2013. Pre-Orders are 
being accepted now! 
The cars are being offered individually, priced at 
$17.98 for one car, $16.98 per car for two or more. 
Orders will be shipped via USPS Priority Mail for 
$8.00 per order. 
http://plerrhs.org/ 

Rolling Stock 

Intermountain 

 

MDT Reefer (NYC) 

Car #’s 13025, 13188, 13073, 13217, 13132, 13249 

MDT -  Yellow  R-40-23 

MSRP $21.95                     Shipping: Nov 2013 

Micro Trains 

 
NYC 60-foot Double-Plug-Door Boxcar 
Plastic model with plastic wheel sets and Magne-
Matic knuckle couplers. 
 
MSRP $25.30     Shipping: Now 
 
Atlas 

 

Trainman Cupola Caboose 

Features: 
• End rails 
• Rivet detail 
• AccuMate couplers 
• Ready to Run 

A very inaccurate model for the NYC 
#’s 17710 & 17714 
 
MSRP $17.95    Shipping: 1st Qtr 2014 

Intermountain 

 
MDT Reefer (NYC) 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
By Noel Widdifield 
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Car #’s 13025, 13073, 13132, 13188, 13217, 13249 

R-40-23  MDT Yellow 

MSRP $32.95    Shipping: Oct 2013 

 

Car #’s 59012, 59046, 59021, 59065, 59039, 59075 

MSRP $34.95  Shipping: Dec 2013/Jan 2014 

NMRA Cincinnati Division 7 

Accurail 

 
Steel & Wooden MDT Reefer 
This car project by Division 7 uses 
Accurail's 4800-series 40' wooden reefers 
with fishbelly steel underframes, and 
Accurail's 8300-series 40' all-steel reefers, 
both having white sides and boxcar red 
ends and roofs, and feature 4" red, white 
and blue stripes at the base of the sides. 
Both cars have swing doors with three 
hinges. The kits are provided with 
Accurail's couplers and AAR Bettendorf-
style trucks. The wooden reefer has a 
vertical brake staff, while the steel reefer 
has a geared brake wheel. The wooden 
reefers were built in lot 673, in 1927, were 
repainted in 1936 at the ER shops, and 
operated into the early 1950's. The steel 
reefers were built in lot 742, in 1937, and 
operated in that paint scheme into the late 
1950's. 

Car numbers: 22223 & 22465 Wood, 6270 & 
6489 Steel.   
MSRP $18 per car or $70 for all four.  Shipping 
and handling extra. 
http://www.cincy-div7.org/projects.html 

Walthers 

40’ Stock Car 
New York Central #23370 
Walthers Part # 910-4507 

• Limited Edition -- One time run of these 
road numbers!  

• Common prototype used in hauling 
livestock for decades  

• Fully assembled  
• Correct 33" turned-metal wheelsets  
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers  
• Stock car w/ Dreadnaught ends 

MSRP $24.98                    Shipping: Oct-2013  
 
HO-Scale Passenger Cars 
 
Bachmann 
 

 
	  
	  
72-foot NYC heavyweight coach or 
combine.  

Pre-production samples shown.  

Coach: New York Central (green and yellow). 
Models feature new and existing tooling and 
lighted interiors.  

Prices to be announced. October 2013.  

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
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 O-Scale 
Locomotives 
MTH  Premier Line F-3  

 
 
Item No. 20-20349-1,2,3 - ABA or A or B 
#s A 1621, & 1629, B 2409 
FEATURES 

- (2) Remotely controlled proto-couplers 
- Metal chassis 
- Directionally controlled headlights 
- Die-Cast truck sides, pilots and fuel tank 
- Metal handrails and horn 
- Lighted marker lights & number boards 
- Metal body side grilles 
- Metal wheels, axles and gears 
- (2) Precision flywheel equipped motors in 
each A unit 
- Lighted cab interiors 
- (2) Operating smoke units 
- Locomotive speed control in scale MPH 
increments 
- (2) Cab figures in each A unit 
- 1:48 Scale Proportions 
- Onboard DCC receiver 
- Proto-Sound 3.0 with the digital 
command system featuring passenger 
station Proto-Effects 
- Operates on O-42 curves 

MSRP ABA $729.95 A or B $189.95 Shipping: 
Fall 2013 

 
MTH Railking 
4-6-2 Imperial P47 Pacific - NYC 

 
Product # 30-1603-1   Cab # 4926 
This appears to be a Central of New Jersey 
locomotive with NYC markings. 
Features  

·  Die-cast boiler and chassis 
·  Die-cast tender body 
·  Die-cast metal chassis 
·  Real tender coal load 
·  Die-cast locomotive trucks 
·  Engineer and fireman figures 
·  Metal handrails and decorative bell 
·  Metal wheels and axles 
·  Remote controlled Proto-Coupler 
·  Prototypical rule 17 lighting 
·  Constant voltage headlight 
·  Operating marker lights 
·  Lighted cab interior 
·  Precision flywheel equipped motor 
·  Synchronized puffing ProtoSmoke system 
·  Locomotive speed control in scale MPH 
increments 
·  Wireless drawbar 
·  Near scale sizing 
·  Onboard DCC receiver  
·  Proto-Sound 3.0 with digital Command System 
Featuring: passenger station Proto-Effects  
·  Unit measures: 20" x 2 1/2" x 3 1/2"  
·  Operates on O-31 curves 
MSRP $429.95    Shipping: Fall 2013 
 

Rolling Stock 
MTH – Premier Line 
Operating Log and Dump Cars 

	  
Item No. 20-98949  
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Operating Log Car 

Features  
·  Die-cast metal body 
·  Metal wheels and axles 
·  Die-cast 4-wheel trucks 
·  Operating die-cast metal couplers 
·  Fast-angle wheel sets 
·  Needle-point axles 
·  Die-cast metal body 
·  Operating bay rises up on one side 
·  Sidewall drops down to release log load 
·  Operates with any operating track section 
·  Unit measures: 12" x 2 5/8" x 2 11/16"  
·  Operates on O-27 Curves 

MSRP $69.95    Shipping: Sep 2013	   

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
By Noel Widdifield 
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MTH - RailKing 

60’ Madison Passenger Set 

	  
Single, two-car or four-car sets 
Features  
·  Durable ABS intricately detailed bodies 
·  Metal wheels and axles 
·  Overhead interior lighting 
·  Operating die-cast metal couplers 
·  End-of-car diaphragms 
·  Fast-angle wheel sets	   
·  Detailed car interiors 
·  Die-cast 6-wheel trucks 
·  4-Car sets feature: (1) baggage, (2) coaches, (1) 
observation  
·  Unit measures: 68 3/4" x 2 5/8" x 3 5/16"  
·  Operates on O-31 curves  

MSRP $64.95, $129.95, $249.95  Shipping: Now 

Gondola with Junk Load	  	  

 

	  	  
Product number: 30-72121 
Features  
· Detailed durable ABS body 
·  Metal wheels and axles 
·  Die-cast 4-wheel trucks 
·  Operating die-cast metal couplers 
·  Decorative brake wheels 
·  Fast-angle wheel sets 
·  Needle-point axles 
·  Removable junk load  
·  Unit measures: 11 7/8" x 2 3/16" x 1 11/16"  
·  Operates on O-27 curves  

MSRP: $49.95   Shipping : Nov 13 

 
 
 
 

Last Minute Additions 
A few last minute products. 

Micro-Trains Z-scale 
 

 
NYC Runner Pack #44  #99400044 
MSRP $99.95    Shipping: Now 
 
Accurail HO-Scale 
 

 

CCC& StL BigFour AAR Steel Gondolas 
#3752MSRP $15.98   Shipping: Now 

 

Bachmann-Williams  O-Scale Operating 
Series 

	  
NYC	  Operating	  Boxcar	  

MSRP	  $127.95	  	  	  	   Shipping:	  Now	  

 
MTH Premier Line O-scale 

	  
NYC Jordan Spreader #20-98947 
MRSP $69.69   Shipping: Dec 2013 

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
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Books and Magazine Articles	  

Classic Trains Photo Newsletter 

	  

Classic Trains Photo Newsletter 6/19/13 
Streamlined Pacific for NYC’s Mercury 

One of New York Central’s two class K-5a 
Pacifics (Nos. 4915 and 4917) that the road 
streamlined in 1936 for the Chicago–
Detroit Mercury appears to have the train 
well in hand. Famed industrial designer 
Henry Dreyfuss created the “upside-down 
bathtub” styling. (Classic Trains 
Collection) 
 

Classic Trains  Fall 2013

 

“Building a Best-Seller” By Preston Cook 

This article is about how EMD moved 
from a minor player in the road switcher 

market until it developed the GP-7.  This is 
a story about Richard Dilworth, Chief 
Engineer of the Electro-Motive 
Corporation in the late 1930s and how he 
designed a road switcher that became a 
best-selling classic for many years.  It also 
became the basic bed for many more 
versions of EMD road switchers. This is a 
good quick read on EMD’s famous Geeps. 

“New York Central Steam Memories” By 
Paul M. Moyer 

Paul tells the story of how his love of 
trains was shaped by the time he spent 
with his dad around Dayton, OH in the 
early to mid-1950s.  The story is interesting 
and the photos accompanying the article 
are first rate.  Lot’s of steam action on both 
passenger and freights.  

His story of his cab ride from Elyria on 
Niagara S-1 class 4-8-4, #6023 is fun and 
exciting to read.  His memories of the NYC 
and the time he spent with his dad are a 
priceless treasure to him.  And you can 
share some of that by reading the article. 

NYCSHS Quarterly Magazine 
Central Headlight 

 

Sent to all members each quarter.  Don’t 
miss out on yours. Join at 
www.NYCSHS.org 

VOL. XLIII, NO. 2 — SECOND QUARTER, 2013

Remembering NYC Steam

What’s New for NYCS Modeling? (Continued)    
By Noel Widdifield 
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Noel, 

NYCentral Modeler - 2Q13 - page 76's 
photo.  Is that "High Tower" (telegraph call 
letters "BS") at Bellefontaine, Ohio? 
 
The photo printed at a weird ratio, so 
things look a bit contorted.  But, I'd say the 
photographer was east of the tower with 
his camera pointed southwest.  The depot 
is to the left. 
 
The eastbound freight is arriving with a 
switch engine as a head end helper that 
was picked up at Morgan Tower in 
Quincy, OH. 
 
Scenes like this are shown in Herren Rail 
video's three volume Big Four set of Don 
Krofta's movies.  Simon E. Herring and a 
few other renowned photographers all 
took such photos, as Bellefontaine was one 
of NYC's last bastions of steam. 
 
I forget the name of the grade west of 
Bellefontaine, but it was the ruling grade 
on the St. Louis line east of Mattoon.  So in 
the days when RR's tried to save labor 
dollars, NYC would "load up" the drag 
freights to the point where a Mohawk 
could barely pull it.  Then it was regular 
practice to help trains into Bellefontaine, 
where they'd be classified and sized for 
further movement to Cleveland 
unassisted.  I guess you could say that east 
of Bellefontaine, the Mohawks "Refused to 
Abdicate". 
 
Have a good one.  Now you know how 
behind I am in my reading. 
 
Ralph Schiring (NYCSHS Director 

I can give you a little more information 
regarding the tower shown in the previous 

NYC Modeler e-zine. The tower is in fact 
BS (Bellefontaine South) tower as opposed 
to BN (Bellefontaine North) yard office. 
BN is what we referred to as the "brick" 
and was located between BN yard and 
East yard next to Stock Yard Road. This 
housed the yardmaster and crew rooms on 
the first floor and the trainmaster and 
clerks on the second floor. Today this 
building is gone with only the cement pad 
remaining. BS tower is still there and is 
CSXT property. In the photo the train is 
coming in from the Indianapolis Division. 
The tracks nearest to the right went to St. 
Mary’s. The tracks to the left went under 
Sandusky Street Bridge through BN Yard, 
East Yard, and on to Cleveland. The tracks 
behind the tower went through Gest yard, 
Jewels Crossing, and south to Cincinnati. 
In the background is the roof of the freight 
house.  I hired on Penn Central in 
Bellefontaine in 1974 as a car inspector, 
worked then for Conrail and now Norfolk 
Southern. You guys do a great job for us 
NYC fans. I just wanted to set the record 
straight for future historians. Thanks,  
 
Doug Braden 

You both got it right. That is the 
Bellefontaine, OH, BS tower. 

 Congratulations and thanks for the 
additional info on the tower. 

Noel 

Hi, 
How is the caboose model project 
progressing, and is there an expected 
delivery date? 
Sincerely, 
Phil Bradtmiller 
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Phil, 

 The project is proceeding just as 
planned.  We are in the final stages of the 
design and will be doing a 3-D printed 
version within the next couple of months. 
After that the plans and 3-D versions will 
be sent to China to start the process of 
developing the molds and production gear 
to start production.  We expect to have the 
model shipping in the spring of 
2014.  These things take time and we want 
them all to be correct.  We have received 
over 600 pre-orders so they will be 
produced. 
 
Thanks, Noel 

 

Hey Noel,   

My hopper cars arrived yesterday . . . they 
look really good.  Thanks for your 
leadership on this project!   

Doug Chapman 

 

Noel, 

I model in S-scale.  A model that should be 
offered by the society is the USRA Clone 
40' boxcars in all the variations, 8'6", 9'6", 
and 10’ inside heights.  It could be offered 
in all scales by the society very easily and 
with one investment.  Read on for my 
epiphany that reading the end of the 3rd 
quarter NYC Modeler has given me!! 
 
A very simple way to offer this model 
would be to offer the 3d soft works data 
file to a modeler in the scale he would like 
to make the model in, then the modeler 
takes that file to a 3d rapid prototyping 
vendor to have the car made.  The modeler 
would procure his own trucks and detail 
parts; the only thing he would buy from 
the Society is the USB stick with the model 
broken down into the parts that a rapid 
prototype company would print or 
sculpt.  It can be broken down many ways, 
but a knowledgeable person in the world 
of CAD and 3d software and rapid 
prototype experience would know the 
cheapest way to print the model and 
therefore save the files in that 
format.  Constructability should also be 
taken into account when the model is 
broken down and saved for the rapid 
prototyping process.  Something that is 
going to be painful to build is not desirable 
either.  As whole as it can be when 
returned from the rapid prototype vender 
the better.  Very much like RTR if 
possible.   
 
The Society has all the data and archived 
material to accomplish almost any NYC 
project, which most modelers don't have at 

	   NYCSHS RPO       Letters & Emails	   	   	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 19	  

their disposal.  They could do the research 
expediently and correctly, providing their 
consultant all he would need to model the 
car in his 3d software.  The Society would 
take orders for USB sticks in the scale the 
modeler would like to build the model 
in.  Example 1/64th, 1/48th, 1/87th, 
etc.  They then have the consultant save 
the prepared 3d file of the model in the 
correct scale and that is what is sent to the 
buyer.  The USB file should come with an 
instruction sheet with known suggested 
rapid prototype companies to send the file 
to so the buyer of the file knows who is 
reputable and skilled in printing the 
model for them.  The sheet should suggest 
the medium to be used and why it is 
suggested.  Often the medium will dictate 
the detail and precision of the finished 
product.  It also dictates the cost of the 
prototyped product.  Giving the buyer of 
the 3d files that info will help him get the 
model he wants at the price he can 
afford.  If he wants 30 of them and does 
not care about the quality of detail, then he 
may choose a cheaper medium to contract 
it to be built in.  He can build whole trains 
that are museum quality or good enough 
quality at 55 mph.  To each his own you 
know.   
 
This service by the Society will bring many 
models to market and they will be correct 
and available in any scale.  Perfect scenario 
I would think.  That pleases all, and it 
provides the broadest market for the 
Society to earn its money back and the 
fastest timeline.  Many of us dream of 
researching and building models, but the 
world or our attention span does not allow 
these plans to come to fruition.  The 
Society could jump start these dreams of 
the NYC modeling members.  The 
Society's expenditure would be minimal, 

someone's time to assemble the needed 
research and then the hourly cost to pay a 
programmer/CAD tech to do the work.  I 
am very confident that the completed 
programing could be done for less than 
$1000, maybe $800, per project. Only 50 
USB sticks of any scale would have to be 
sold at $20 each for the Society to recoup 
their investment.  After that, the sold 
scaled USB sticks are profit.  A modeler 
will buy a stick for $20 easily if it is well 
done, it is desirable, it will construct a 
model that does not have to be scratch or 
craftsmen built, and it has the hard part 
done for him.  Let's face it, rapid 
prototyping, if done right, can be very 
close to RTR.  Much closer than a Chopper 
and a pile of styrene or a pile of brass and 
soldering iron. 
 
To assure a quality product, the Society 
should build the car or structure in each 
scale and make sure it has been well 
thought out and will not cause whining 
from the members when they get their 
version, and it is not as hoped.  All those 
built up test samples could be auctioned 
on eBay and I guarantee, a built model of 
something not offered on the market that 
is done very well and has auctioned well 
before the USB file sticks at $20 are 
released to the market, it will bring a very 
nice dollar.  Not a bad result for just 
building a test shot to make sure it is 
saleable.  The auction would also provide 
publicity to the availability of the 
model.  Those bidders who don't win the 
pretty built-up pre-production sample can 
be directed to how they can buy the file for 
rapid prototyping for themselves. 
 
I think I am on to something here and 
have provided enough thought process for 
someone at the society to take this 
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serious.  The age of technology today 
makes this concept doable and it would be 
something the model train industry would 
talk about.  The NYCSHS would be the 
pioneer in how models of non-mass 
produced models are brought to 
market.  A place to start for the 3d 
programing end of this is Glenn at Mullet 
River Model Works,  
http://mulletrivermodelworks.com/.  He 
is fluid in the 3d CAD construction of a 
prototype and is very knowledgeable on 
bringing RR products to market.  He does 
not rapid prototype, but he builds 3d 
software programs that produce his laser 
cut structures and rolling stock, so he 
knows how to get the most out of a 3d file 
for a RR item and make it 
constructible.  What he can produce for a 
data file can be transposed into a rapid 
prototype arena.  He already brought 
Kyle's Big Four boxcar to like in O-scale 
using laser cut wood technology. 
 
Michael Jouben 
 
Noel, 
As a fellow S-scaler, I certainly concur 
with Mike's expression of need for the 
NYC steel car, which is under-modeled in 
all other scales as well by the way. 

I also totally agree with his thesis of the 
Society providing digitized data ready for 
modern modeling methods.  This is 
comparable to the suggestion I've made 
about digitizing artwork for decals 

Jeff English 
 
Michael & Jeff, 
Check out Kyle Coble’s article about 3-D 
CAD and printing in this issue.  Now how 
about an article on your S-modeling for us. 

Thanks, Noel 
Noel, 
Nice job with the magazine. Engineering 
feature very helpful.   
 
Manuel,  
The Engineering articles are really 
appreciated. I am in the process of 
designing an O-scale model railroad of the 
Mohawk Div. as it appeared in the late 
thirties. Information such as interlocking 
towers, signal bridges and various truss 
and deck plate bridge designs will be 
helpful to people like me who are 
interested in the track and buildings as 
well as the trains.   I'm glad you've taken 
on the responsibility of managing these 
drawings. Keep up the good work. 
 
Collin Kochman 
 
Collin, 
Thank you for the email you sent about 
the Engineering Department articles, I 
really appreciate your comments.  It is 
great to know that all the effort and time 
spent working on the drawings and 
articles are appreciated. Hopefully 
someone will use the drawings for 
building accurate models.   
 
Manuel Duran-Duran 
 
Noel, 
 
Interesting that Bob Daley modeled his 
imitation Marx "Mercury" with lightning 
stripes! I invented that "fantasy" livery 
back in 2004; it's on my NYC "Fantasy 
Steam" page: 
http://www.railarchive.net/nyccollection
/nyc_4917.htm  
 
Richard Leonard 
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A well-worn New York Central RS3 8298 pulls 
several cars into South Anderson yard for 
switching on Roger Hensley’s layout.  
 
My love of railroads has continued all my 
life and my career on the NYC helped 
shape my layout when I retired and 
continued to stay interested in railroading. 
With my Marx electric train set I was 
fascinated with model trains.  That circle 
of track was a focus for much of my 
playtime at that age. It was a matter of 
putting it together and taking it apart 
again, as I didn't have room for it. Then at 
ten, I was given a Marx plastic set. I later 
bought a couple of switches and more 
track. 

 
A New York Central GP-7 5608 passes by the 
South Anderson Yard tracks on the main.  
 

 
The New York Central GP-7 5608 rounds a 
curve in Westport.  
Again, there wasn't room to leave it up 
permanently, so I set it up in the attic. Hey, 
it was cold in the winter and hot in the 
summer, but it was good. This was in the 
1950s. And then a neighbor from two 
doors up on our street invited me into his 
train room. He had a bedroom setup for 
the trains. It was HO! I had never seen HO 
before. This was a revelation! There was 
no scenery, but it didn't need scenery as 
far as I was concerned. This was paradise! 
It made my Marx look like toys. Yes, I 
know that they were toys, but they were 
my toys, but this was great. 

 
The New York Central GP-7 5608 gets more 
deeply into a curve in Westport.  
 

The	  East	  Central	  Indiana	  Railroad	  	  (Continued	  from	  page1.)	  
By	  Roger	  Hensley	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  the	  author)	  	  	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 23	  

New York Central GP-7 5608 passes by the 
lead into the elevator in the town of Westport.  

I went with him on pick up and delivery 
runs to various hobby shops that he did 
repairs for and he did have several. I 
followed him for a couple of years until he 
divorced and moved. Ah, well, by then I 
was laying aside my trains in favor of a 
car. Then it was another car and then the 
U.S. Navy, and the trains were forgotten. 
My parents disposed of the train set that I 
had accumulated, and I was only slightly 
annoyed by that. 
 

 
New York Central GP-7 5608 comes up on the 
old depot at Westport.  
Years passed and, at thirty, I was married 
to a woman who had several kids. I 
thought about setting up a train set for 
three of the boys and went to Woolworth 

for HO train equipment. I was absolutely 
amazed at the selection of equipment. 
 

 
New York Central GP-7 5608 comes around 
the city of Anderson as it pulls upgrade.  

 

 

New York Central GP-7 5608 on the main 
passes Food World in the city of Anderson.  

I bought track, an over and under trestle 
set, green matting, several buildings, two 
switches, and a locomotive and three cars 
and a caboose for each of them. I selected 
wood from a local lumberyard, plywood, 
and Homasote for track roadbed. I worked 
in the basement and built a 4x8 layout that 
came apart into two 4x4 sections, so I 
could get it out. Then I carried it upstairs 
and set it up for Christmas. 
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It was a hit, but not for long. The kids 
grew tired of it in about a year or so and I 
tore it down and waited for the next kids 
to reach the age of trains. And it 
happened. I then bought a Marx diesel 
switcher and extra track and set it up in 
my son’s bedroom. That lasted longer than 
the 4x8 HO layout. It was a simple set and 
no competition with anyone else. And the 
next son wasn't interested in trains, but he 
was interested in racecar sets. Ok, we can 
do that. I set up a fold up track in the 
basement for him. That was easy, as I 
owned a hobby shop at that time.  

 
Looking down the main street of the town of 
Westport.  
 
I started out with a sewn lettering shop 
and gradually moved into the hobby shop. 
I could see the handwriting on the wall for 
our community. I saw that my business 
was drying up and the factories were 
going downhill, and I needed something 
that would carry me over. I built up quite 
a hobby shop and clientele and it went 
well for some time. I did have a small theft 
problem and then I went into the hospital 
for surgery. I was back in three months 
while the woman that I had as a helper 
kept the shop open. I came back and 
looked at the books and went to locate a 
kit. It wasn't there. Neither were several 
more kits. My small theft problem had 

grown to the point that I found it 
necessary to close. 

 
Looking past the gas distributor and across 
the North Yard as the E7 4070 begins to pull 
out of town.  
It was then that I discovered that the 
reason that the train sets didn't catch on 
with my kids is that it wasn't their hobby. 
It was mine! As I closed my shop I did 
select a few items for myself, made use of 
a diesel loco that one of my kids owned, 
and then sold off the rest of the shop.  

 
E8 4070 pulls around the curve at Westport.  
 
I started with a 4x7 figure eight layout and 
a farm scene in my basement. Gradually, I 
built up the layout and then added a small 
yard on the right side. However, after a 
very short period of time, I found that I 
wasn't satisfied with a small yard and 
bought the material to add a larger yard 
on the right side.  
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The passenger led by E7 4070 pulls the curve at 
Westport across from the elevator lead.  
 
I had put the farm on the front side of the 
layout and the small town toward the rear 
with a grain elevator at the long wall side.  

 
Covered hoppers wait their turn at the 
Westport Feed and Seed.  
The crossover was in the center dividing 
the farm from the town. It just didn't look 
right, so I removed the crossover. Now all 
I had was a loop of track and the yard. Not 
really satisfactory at all. A new, larger 
yard would make it better, but I still only 
had a loop of track. I needed still more 
track. I needed a city and more of a loop. I 
needed a folded dog bone. I needed a 
reversing loop, I needed...to go back to the 
drawing board. 
 
 

 
The ECI GP38 3829 sits in the short siding at 
the elevator. The work has yet to begin.  
 
I removed the small yard section and built 
a new bigger yard across the back wall 
with a return loop. This was to be 
connected to a new city section that was to 
be built along the third wall. And on 
paper, the layout began to become what it 
is now. I also raised the layout 6 inches to 
make it higher. It was just too short. And 
then the city began to take shape. I ran the 
track right through the center of where the 
city would be as I planned a depot just to 
the back of the center. 

 
Another view of Westport as a Pennzoil truck 
pulls out of the elevator site.  
 
I cut heavy paper base for the buildings 
and then built the buildings. I put most of 
the buildings on the paper foundation and 
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built it up in the living room. Then I 
installed them on the railroad placing 
materials over the seams. It looked good. 

 
The RS3 8298 works the South Anderson Yard 
with the Engine House in the background.  
 
This was now a two level railroad with the 
city on the higher level and a reverse loop 
under the city. Then there was a line 
behind the yard coming around to the 
front also reversing the layout. I hid this 
line under a row of trees and shrubbery. 
The rise would be 2 1/2 degrees to get up 
to the next level and then down again. 
This made for a great small layout.  It 
wasn't so big that I would need several 
other people to run it. Then I decided that 
I needed a yard on the other side of the 
city to complete it.  
 
That would extend the line I had put in the 
city to the depot. I had put a river at the 
edge of the city like the one in my 
hometown of Anderson. I would have to 
make it larger if I added a yard. So be it. 
The upper yard began to take shape as I 
painted several houses and buildings on 
the backdrop, planned for an old industry 
along the back wall and five tracks in the 
yard. I also planned to place a mirror at 
the end of the yard to make it appear 
larger. I also put another depot on the yard 

scene and constructed a Quonset hut for 
the yard. 
 
Then disaster struck. I had a major 
operational problem with the original 
track moving with the seasons. The 
locomotives would enter one of the tracks 
along the left wall and derail. This was the 
area behind the farm. The farm was on a 
raised portion and it made it very hard to 
see behind it. Sometimes the trains would 
operate just fine. And I finally saw it. The 
track was up at an angle. The farm had to 
go to get to the wood base. 

 
ECI GE U30B passes by the city on its climb 
around Anderson.  
I had built the base on particleboard. It 
was now moving with the change of the 
weather. The farm had to come up to 
allow me to replace the board. I ripped out 
the original table structure, and saved the 
farm area and all buildings. I had used 
hard shell technology to build the farm. 
This held me in good stead as it all came 
up in one piece. I reversed the original 
layout of the town of Westport placing the 
farm at the other end of the section. This 
gave me the opportunity to increase the 
size of Westport and put in some housing 
as well as several other buildings. I could 
now see that it was better when I 
positioned the town where the farm had 
been. 
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ECI GE U30B pulls by the South Anderson 
Yard coming from the town of Westport.  

Time slips away when you're having fun. I 
had started the 4x7 in 1983; it was now 
1997 and I began adding another leg to the 
layout. This time it was off of Westport 
and would hold the grain elevator. This 
would provide another five tracks. That 
actually makes three yards. I placed the 
elevator from the back wall. Now I had 
room along the back wall for an old grain 
elevator a friend had given me. It was 
scratch built, and I didn't feel that it could 
be along the front, but it certainly 
deserved a place on the railroad. 
 
After all of this, I began changing to under 
table slow-motion switch machines with 
LED control panel operations. I also began 
the rebuilding of the grain elevator area. I 
replaced the old building in the city yard 
with a new plastics plant. I had been 
building it with my kitty watching every 
move I made. Then the kitty died and I 
named the plastics plant after her. 
  
I installed a new backdrop behind the 
grain elevator area and then completed the 
grain elevator scene with more buildings, 
a modern warehouse for grain sales, 
storage bins and actual elevators for the 
small bins nearest the elevator. This was 

about the time that I completed Westport 
with automobiles, figures, trees, and the 
remaining buildings that I had planned. 
 
Then I placed an oil dealer on the layout in 
the city yard and completed the scene with 
a yard tower, an office building for the oil 
dealer complete with people and cars and 
trucks. The only thing that I needed now 
was a tank car to replenish the oil supply. 
 
Remember what happened to the farm 
over the particleboard base? Well, it wasn't 
the base of the city that created a problem, 
but the track under the city. I couldn't run 
a train through the reversing loop in one 
direction. I hadn't been able to for several 
years. Yes, you guessed it; I ripped off half 
of the city to correct the problems to the 
underlying track. Rule number one; never 
put turnouts where you can't get to them. 

 
The passenger train is leaving the station in 
Anderson while the Batmobile is circling Food 
World for a parking place.  

Knowing that the Westport elevator could 
not be easily switched, I added a drop 
down section to the Grain elevator at 
Westport. And it works beautifully! I have 
enough room to actually switch the 
elevator with the grain cars that I have on 
hand.  
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The E8 4070 pulls out of Anderson heading 
down grade on its run to Westport. 
 
This opened the possibility of adding 
DCC. I had purchased a unit a couple of 
years back and I could not see any further 
reason not to install it. I added three 
portable plugins for my hand held control 
and set about rewiring the elevator to 
more easily use DCC with it. The turnouts 
there are manual, but the lead in is 
automatic under-the-table slow-motion 
machines. At the same time I put switches 
on the leads to kill them as with my other 
yard tracks. 
 
Then I bit off a project that was quite a job; 
I added another rail line under the hill 
with two switches and a shut off section 
on one of them. That took some doing, as I 
didn't want to disturb the hill that covered 
the tracks. It is done now and working 
well. I also added two Reverse Loop 
automatic control units to make my 
reversing automatic. They lasted just over 
a year and then failed within a week of 
one another. Oh, well, back to my switches 
for the control. 
 
2013 - This brings us up to date on the 
railroad. No, I haven't told you about all of 
the pieces and parts that I put into it, but 
this does give a good over view. It was 

quite a run for the kid that started with a 
Marx wind up set. 
 

 
This is a layout diagram supplied by Roger 
showing the details of his layout. 

East Central Indiana 
HO-Scale Railroad 

The ECI has been built and rebuilt several 
times (see timeline below). There have also 
been times when there has been no 
movement at all. Now the railroad has 
begun to move back in time to be able to 
run NYC, PRR and PC locomotives and 
cars.  

The ECI is a 1970s short line operating out 
of Anderson in North Central Indiana 
southward over the ex-New York Central 
(CCC&StL) Michigan Division/PC North 
Vernon Secondary purchased from Penn 
Central. The ECI runs through Emporia, 
Rushville, Greensburg and terminates in 
the Southern Indiana town of Westport.  

Connections are made with the CIW 
(Central Indiana & Western) at Anderson, 
and the N&W at Rushville with a 
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secondary connection with PC 
Greensburg. The ECI has rights between 
Anderson and Westport under control of 
the ECI Dispatcher working out of the 
South Anderson Yards.  

The majority of customers are small 
industrial companies (pipes, plastics, 
autoparts, etc.) as well as several heavy 
grain operations and one small stone 
quarry sending occasional shipments off 
line to dealers nationwide from their 
quarry near Westport.  

Although the line is not truly prosperous, 
it does make money and has an 
outstanding Service Facilities with a 
maintenance crew devoted to rebuild and 
maintenance with tender loving care. This 
is attested to by the Ex-NYC E7 that has 
been placed into service pulling an 
excursion train consisting of four 
refurbished passenger cars from Anderson 
to Westport monthly during summer 
months and the NYC GP7 and RS3 that 
have been put into service on the railroad. 
Also, there is the 0-8-0 that does some 
freight work on the ECI. The ECI GP 38-2 
is now handling the grain operation. 

With its small but dedicated staff of 
employees, the ECI tends to reflect the 
sense of optimism found in its 
headquarters city of Anderson as to a solid 
future in providing high quality service to 
its clients as well as presenting rail service 
in a favorable light to more people. 

 

 

 

 

 

ECI Layout Details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 

1980 - Original 4x7 layout. Town of 
Westport. 
1983 - 4x4 yard section added. Now L 
shaped. 
1986 - Removed yard section and built 
across back wall with new yard with 
return loop. To be connected to a new city 
section. 
1987 - Raised layout 6 inches. 
1988 - City area in place with track 
through it and reversing loop under. 
1991 - East Yard added to extend track 
through and beyond city. 
1995 - Major operational problems with 
original track moving with seasons. 
Ripped out original table structure, saved 
farm area and all buildings. Reversed 
layout of town of Westport placing farm at 
other end of section. 
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1997 - Added a leg to Westport for grain 
operation.  
1999 - Began changing to under table slow-
motion switch machines and LED control 
panel operations. Began rebuilding of 
grain elevator area. 
2004 - Replaced an industry in East Yard 
with a new plastics plant. 
2005 - Installed new backdrop behind 
grain elevator area. 
2006 - Completed the grain elevator scene 
with buildings, storage bins, and actual 
elevators. 
2006 - Completed Westport with cars, 
figures, trees and buildings. 
2007 - Placed oil dealer on layout. 
2008 - Ripped off half of city to correct the 
underlying track. 
2009 - Added a drop-down section to the 
grain elevator at Westport. 
2009 - Added DCC. 
2010 - Wired Westport Elevator to more 
easily use DCC with it. 
2012 - Added another rail line under the 
hills with two switches and a shut off 
section. 
2012 - Added two reverse loop automatic 
control units to make reversing automatic. 
2013 - Reversing units failed. Took out 
automatic units to make reversing by 
DPDT switch. 

I say that it is the same layout, but the only 
original piece is the farm scene. 
To me, a layout is like the Energizer 
Bunny...it keeps going, and going, and...I 
only know one man who completely 
finished his layout, and he promptly lost 
interest in it.   

Check out Roger’s website at: 
http://madisonrails.railfan.net/ 

 

New York Central Poster 

 

Any idea what these are? 

 
If you know what these were used for, let us 
know.  NYCBigFour@comcast.net 
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The finished models of the Big Four boxcar 
and caboose produced by Kyle using a CAD 
system and 3-D printing turned out to be very 
nice. 

Model Railroading is often a series of 
compromises whether it is selective 
compression on a layout, over sized parts, 
or using a manufactured car that isn’t the 
exact match to the model we need.  Even 
when you scratch build a car there are 
often compromises that you will often 
make such as using a two by six inch piece 
of styrene to represent a two by five inch 
board that you need.  It is just a necessity 
of a hobby that involves scaling down real 
objects to a smaller size.  I model in HO -
scale a part of the Michigan Division of the 
Cleveland Cincinnati Chicago & St. Louis 
(Big Four) railroad in 1905. At the present 
time I have conventionally scratch-built 
three boxcars, and a gondola, and I have a 
Big Four bobber caboose project that has 
been started.  Scratch building takes a long 
time. Once I finished my first boxcar it 
became apparent that building a fleet of 
cars from scratch for my layout would be 
very time consuming.  I considered casting 
them, but my brief experiment with 
casting left a lot to be desired.  I wanted to 
speed up the scratch building process, and 
I also wanted to model some details that 
were closer to scale, which I found difficult 
to build from scratch.  3-D printing 
seemed to provide the answer to all these 
problems so I decided to give it a try.    

It is hard not to get excited about 3-D 
printing.  No longer do you have to limit 

yourself to what is commercially available.  
3-D printing gives you the ability to make 
any detail part, specific car, or building.  
All you need is some free downloaded 
programs, time, and of course money.  I 
am going to confess right away that I am 
not an engineer or a CAD designer and 
that there are others who can talk more 
about the technical process, all of which, 
honestly, I know very little about.  Luckily 
in order to try three-dimensional printing 
you don’t need to know either.  

So far I have had three models printed-- a 
1897 Big Four boxcar, a small test model 
with different car sidings, bolts, and grab 
irons, and an 1894 Big Four caboose. There 
are different companies online that will 
print your models and there are different 
materials, which can be used to make your 
model, but my only experience has been 
with the company Shapeways, 
http://www.shapeways.com/, and the 
print material they call Frosted Ultra 
Detail or FUD.  

 

This view provides an excellent close up of 
some of the details that were printed out on 
the boxcar. 
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Look closely at the details on the caboose. 
You will note from this distance some of the 
lines of material from the 3-D process on the 
steps and caboose siding. These are almost 
invisible from a short distance away from the 
model. 

Not only does 3-D printing allow you to 
bring models to life that aren’t 
commercially available, it also allows you 
to make complicated parts easily and 
quickly and you don’t have to compromise 
with commercially available styrene shape 
dimensions.  Examples of these can be 
seen on the boxcar and caboose model that 
I have printed.  Here are some of the 
details that I was able to print that would 
have been difficult to scratch build 
conventionally: the extended end sill’s 
recessed bolts, scale door latch and bottom 
door guides, grooved roof boards, half-
inch bead mold under the fascia board, 
scale thick roof boards with even one-inch 
over hang, and scale board widths of the 
car siding.  Details on the caboose that are 
not on the boxcar are the end door with 
raised panels and doorknob, scale thick 
steps, and window stops.  You have heard 
of rivet counters?  How about a board 
counter?  Normally with scratch building I 
would have used a styrene sheet with 
grooves to represent car siding.  The 
problem with that is that the Big Four on 
their 1897 cars specified a five-and-one 

quarter-inch wide board with milled bead 
details to make the one board look like 
two boards (the earlier cars had simple “v” 
grooved siding), and styrene sheets for car 
siding doesn’t come in that size.    With 
this technology you don’t have to 
compromise.  I have the boards with the 
correct width for my car siding and the 
correct number of boards on the sides and 
ends.  You may be thinking, “Will anyone 
notice that I have the correct number and 
width of boards?”  Probably not, but with 
this technology it is just as easy to make it 
correct as it would be to fudge this detail, 
and why would you want to if you don’t 
have to?  

 

This end view of the caboose shows the 
fidelity of the model.  Note that some of the 3-
D printed details are very thin giving a very 
prototypical appearance to the model. 

The process of getting your model to the 
real word begins with building it in the 
computer.  I use Google Sketchup 8 
http://www.sketchup.com/.  Sketchup is 
now owned by Trimble and is free to 
download.  I found it to be an easy 
program to learn using the book “Google 
Sketchup for Dummies”.  The first model I 
had printed was the Big Four boxcar.  The 
beauty of programs like Google Sketchup 
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is you can build the models in true feet 
and inch dimensions and then make it any 
scale that you want.  If a board was five-
and a-half-inch by two inches I made it 
that size.  If a bolt was a half-inch thick, I 
made in a half-inch thick, and so on.  I 
modeled the grab irons in the computer, 
but I knew that they would be too delicate 
to print, so I left them off of the file I sent 
to the printer.  I also didn’t try to replicate 
the actual bead on the car siding because I 
didn’t think it would show up.  

Just as a digital picture can be in different 
formats, such as TIFF or JPEG, CAD 
programs have there own formats as well.  
Once you are happy with the model in 
Sketchup, you need to convert it from a 
Sketchup file to an STL file.  Google 
Sketchup doesn’t support this file, but I’ve 
read the newer version will.  Converting 
the file is easy.  All you need to do is click 
on “file”, “export”, and “3-D model” and 
save it.  Then open Meshlab, 
http://meshlab.sourceforge.net/, down 
loadable for free, and select “Import file”, 
and click on your file.  As soon as it opens 
select “save as” and pick STL file.  Now 
open up Netfabb, 
http://www.netfabb.com/, also a free 
program, select your file and open it.  In 
Netfabb click on the red cross at the top to 
fix any problems your model might have 
that would prevent it from printing.  A 
window will pop up, select “default fix” 
and when the window pops up, select 
“replace part”.  The next thing that you 
need to do is scale your model.  I have 
found that the proper percentage in 
Netfabb to get to HO-scale is .291667.  
Double check after it is scaled to make 
sure that known dimensions are correct.  
Once the model is scaled there is a box on 
the right that will tell you what the 
volume of your model is in square 

centimeters.  This number is important 
because the cost to print your model is 
based on the model’s volume.  Now go to 
“Part” at the top and select save as STL.  
Now you are ready to upload it to 
Shapeways.  At Shapeways you need to 
set up an account and upload your model.  
It is very easy and straightforward. Once 
that is complete, they will do an 
automated check.  After it has been 
checked by their computer, you will see 
your model as available to print.  You 
select your model and the material that 
you want it to be made out of.  The price 
to print your model in the material that 
you pick is displayed.  There are a variety 
of print materials including ceramic, 
metal, and plastic.  Each material has 
different properties and resolutions, but 
the best resolution is Frosted Ultra Detail 
or FUD.  Since the price is based on the 
material and the volume in square 
centimeters of your model, when you 
design your model keep this in mind 
paring out any unneeded parts and 
keeping the walls of your car thin, but 
don’t make them too thin, and make sure 
to put in bracing in the walls to keep the 
sides from bowing.  I try to keep my walls 
at least three inches thick in the thin 
sections and six inches for the bracing.  
Despite my precautions, on my caboose 
and boxcar the walls flared out at the 
bottom and the end platforms on the 
caboose curved up slightly.  FUD is one of 
the most expensive materials to use at 
three dollars and forty-nine cents per 
square cm, plus a flat five dollars handling 
charge, and a flat six dollars and fifty cents 
shipping fee.  The total price to print my 
boxcar is eighty dollars and keep in mind 
that doesn’t include the floor, coupler, 
grab irons, paint, decals, or trucks.  After 
you have picked which material to use you 
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hit “buy”.  Shapeways will then do a 
manual second test.  If it passes the second 
test it will go to the printer.  If is doesn’t 
pass they will send you an email 
explaining why it can’t be printed.  At this 
point they will give you a credit or you 
have the choice of getting a refund.  You 
then can make changes and reload your 
design.  My boxcar and my test shapes 
went through without any problems, but 
my caboose didn’t.  First I was told I had a 
section that was too thin.  After I fixed it, 
they said I had another section that was 
too thin.  Then they came back and said 
that a bolt wouldn’t print because of how 
it was constructed.  I changed it, and it still 
wasn’t fixed, so I had to redo it.  The point 
is they won’t tell you all of the problems 
you have, so review your model carefully.  
They only report the first problem they 
come across and stop.  I also think that it 
depends on who is doing the problem 
checking as to how thorough they are.   

When you upload your model to 
Shapeways you have a choice to keep your 
model private or make it available to the 
public.  If it is available to the public 
anyone can buy your model.  You set up 
what you want your mark up to be in 
dollars and then Shapeways will do the 
rest.  They take the order, print it, and ship 
it, and then put your markup in your 
account.  All you do is upload your file 
and Shapeways does the rest.  

I received my Big Four boxcar a week after 
it was ordered, and it is really cool to see 
something you made in the computer 
come in the mail.  Although Shapeways 
does an initial cleaning of the model at the 
factory, when you receive it, it will still 
have wax on it from the printing process.  
The wax makes the model appear shinny 

and translucent.  There are different 
methods to get the wax off and reveal the 
details underneath, but the best method 
that I have tried is to soak the model in 
Bestine, which is a rubber cement thinner 
and can be found at the large craft stores.  I 
put it in a plastic storage container and 
because Bestine evaporates fairly quickly I 
cover it.  Let it soak for about an hour and 
then rinse it with water.  Sometimes the 
model needs further soaking to remove 
additional wax. 

 

This is the result of the 3-D printing process 
showing the caboose body and floor as it 
comes from the printer.  The wax from the 
printing process has yet to be cleaned off of 
the model. 

The very nature of small detail creates lots 
of grooves and crevices for the wax to get 
hung up on.  When I printed my caboose, I 
ended up using an X-Acto knife to 
carefully chip off some of the wax.  An 
ultra sonic cleaner has been reported by 
others to work well, but I haven’t tried 
that.  Cleaning the model can be a real 
pain, but it is necessary.  Once the wax is 
off, the plastic will appear chalky white 
and you can see what you have.  The 
material can flex, and it will also bend 

Adventures	  in	  3-‐D	  Printing	  	  	  	   	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Kyle	  Coble	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  the	  author)	  	  	  

	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 35	  

back, but it will also break.  It drills and 
taps easily, and it takes paint well. 

 

The caboose after cleaning and setting on 
trucks is beginning to look like the real thing. 
Cleaning the wax residue from the printed 
model is one of the interesting challenges for 
this type of production. 

Making my model to scale was successful 
for the most part, but there is a limit to the 
size of details the printer can print.  
Shapeways specifies that the minimum 
thickness of detail is .1 millimeter and 
minimum wall thickness is .3 millimeter 
for FUD material.  This works out to about 
a half inch for the minimum thickness and 
about one inch for wall thickness in HO-
scale.  I found that there are a few caveats 
to these guidelines.  Some of the details on 
my boxcar were technically big enough, 
but they didn’t “stick” to the model when 
it was printed.  You can make a half-inch 
thick line in the form of a groove or bum 
out, but bolts and rivets (a dot of material) 
won’t stay.  Bolts need to be about an inch 
thick, wide, and tall to print out and stay.  
Another issue I had with my boxcar and 
also with my caboose was what appears to 
be extra material of some sort on the ends 
that appear like runs down the model.  I 
couldn’t get this off with Bestine and 
ended up using an X-Acto knife to cut it 
off.  Models made by Shapeways with 

FUD material are printed in layers and 
because of this, models end up with layer 
lines, which make it difficult to print 
surfaces that are supposed to be smooth.  
Unfortunately Shapeways does not allow 
you to orient your model so that you can 
use the layer lines to your advantage.  I 
did some light sanding and scrapping, and 
didn’t get too aggressive, so some of the 
layer lines are still visible.  Another thing 
to consider, areas that are supposed to be 
flat and smooth will most likely have 
small bums on them.  Close up 
photography really show these bumps, but 
when viewed in real life and from a 
normal viewing distance, the bumps to me 
look like the unevenness of wood. 

 

Kyle added many details that could not be 
printed using the 3-D process.  Some details 
are just too small to be printed on the car. 
This requires the modeler to add many of these 
details just as he/she would on any car kit. 

After I received my boxcar in the mail 
from Shapeways and noted the printing 
problems and errors, I decided to make a 
small test model with various car siding 
grooves and bead details along with 
varying the width of the grooves and the 
depth of the grooves.  I also put in a row of 
bolt details of different sizes starting with 
a quarter inch then a half-inch, three 
quarter inch, one inch, and then one inch 
and a half.  Some of the bolt shapes were 
square and some were round.  The 
embossed strips are a quarter inch tall and 
then a quarter inch wide, half inch wide, 
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three quarter inch wide, and then one 
inch.  I took the same details and scaled 
them so that I would have a set in HO-
scale, O-scale, and 3/8-inch-scale.  You can 
see the details in the pictures that didn’t 
print by comparing the bolts.  All of the 
bolt pattern should look like the large 
group on the right side.  All of the grab 
irons at the lower part of the right picture 
printed including the HO-scaled grab 
irons that were three-quarters-of-an-inch 
thick, but when it was cleaned it didn’t 
stay.  Unfortunately before I was asked if I 
would write this article, I had it sitting on 
my desk and accidently sat a book on it 
and broke off all the grab irons leaving 
only the bolts. 

   

After I received the test print of shapes 
and sizes and seeing what would print 
and what wouldn’t, I knew that 
compromises would be in order, and I 
began to redesign my boxcar from scratch.  
This time instead of modeling only details 
on the outside, I built the boxcar in the 
program sill-by-sill, post-by-post, board-
by-board, with every detail including the 
double roof.  I did this for two reasons.  
The first reason was that I wanted to 
understand how the car was constructed, 

and secondly I wanted to double check 
measurements I had made educated 
guesses on.  When you build this way, 
some of the measurements and details 
tend to fall into place easily and more 
quickly.  Once I had a completed boxcar 
modeled in the computer, I took that one 
hundred percent correct model and 
changed it to be a printable model.  
(Seven-eighths inch sheeting on five inch 
by two and a half inch posts in HO-scale 
wouldn’t print very well.)   

Drawings published in vintage trade 
publication are real treasures for people 
who build their own cars, but even the 
best drawings can be difficult to 
understand and still require interpretation.  
What made sense in the drawings to a car 
builder in 1890’s doesn’t always make 
sense in the 2000’s, but building board-by-
board helps.  From now on, this is how I 
will start all of my models.  One other 
note: it is also important to realize that the 
drawing published is not always what was 
actually built and so always make sure 
that you check the drawing against actual 
photos.  The corner angle irons, for 
example, on the 1897 Big Four boxcars are 
slightly lower than the drawings show. 

While I was working on the new boxcar to 
print, I had discovered on page 191 of the 
1894 Railroad Car Journal an article on the 
caboose with a nice builder’s photo and 
drawings.  In the article there was what all 
early railroad modeler’s hope to find, a 
description on the body color—red--and 
the roof color—brown.  I have found that 
one of the real joys I get in this hobby is to 
bring something back from the past that 
no one has seen in a long time, so after 
reading and seeing the drawing for the 
caboose, I just had to make one.  On a side 
note, the 1894 caboose seems to be the 
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design before the iconic large Big Four 
cupola was used on cabooses.  The 
builder’s photo shows the early mark of 
CCC&St.L in an arch and the lantern 
pockets in the side of the caboose.  
CCC&St.L on equipment was changed to 
the words “Big Four” in 1897.  My caboose 
represents the way the caboose might have 
looked in 1905.  

 

This builder’s photo of an 1894 Big Four 
caboose inspired Kyle to attempt to fabricate 
one of them for his collection.  This photo is 
from the pages of the Rail Car Journal of 1894. 

I began the caboose in the same way I had 
begun the new boxcar, building it in the 
computer piece by piece and then 
converting it to a printable model.  Using 
my experience with the boxcar, I made 
some design changes to the caboose.  On 
the boxcar I had used a half-inch wide “v” 
groove to represent the board spacing, but 
the groove filled in slightly when it was 
printed.  On the caboose I made the 
groove square one half inch wide and 
three quarters of an inch deep.   

The other design change was to make any 
bolts at least one-inch tall by one-inch 
wide.  Originally on the boxcar I had made 
dimples as a guide to drill the body out for 
grab irons.   

 

Kyle’s finished model of the caboose looks 
pretty much like the real one would have 
looked in 1905.  It is a very fine model that 
came about because Kyle was willing to try 
something new to achieve his modeling 
objective. 

The dimples weren’t big enough to be 
used as a guide, so on the caboose I made 
the actual holes that went through the 
body and the end sills for any rails I would 
have to add later.  Being a caboose, I made 
the sill beams and a toolbox.  On the print 
file I eliminated the floor and added a 
piece of styrene later.  In order to be able 
to separate the floor from the body I 
designed the floor piece with pins and 
guide holes on the body.  I had planned to 
cut the floor from the body and use the 
pins to orient the floor to the body with 
the guide holes.  Unfortunately when I got 
the caboose the pins were gone, but I was 
able to use the guide holes and where the 
pins were suppose to be I used what was 
left as a guide to drill new holes.  I then 
inserted small pieces of .010-inch wire to 
be used as the pins.  The pins also help 
keep the sides from flaring out. I don’t 
know why the pins didn’t print, but the 
bigger size bolts worked and all of them 
printed.  Using holes for grab irons and 
guardrails to be added later worked a lot 
better than just dimples.  Some of the wax 
in the holes cleaned out all of the way and 
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some didn’t, but it was always enough to 
guide the drill bit, and this is how I will do 
it in the future.  The caboose, like the 
boxcar, on one end came with a lot of extra 
“stuff” on the body that was difficult to 
clean off.  I don’t know what this is from, 
but once again I was able to get most of it 
off with an X-Acto knife, but it was not 
fun.  

After the cars were cleaned I added grab 
irons and brake wheel to the boxcar and 
grab irons, guardrails, and ladder to the 
caboose, painted and decaled them and 
put them on my layout next to my other 
cars. The printed cars don’t jump out at 
you, but they have nice scaled details 
compared to the scratch built cars.  You 
can see some of the scratch built cars with 
the printed one in the picture.  The printed 
car is on the right. 

 

Three of Kyle’s scratchbuilt cars are on the left 
and the 3-D printed car is on the right.  We 
will blow this photo up at the end of this 
edition in our Photo’s Section, so you can see 
how they compare. 

While the bolts on the caboose are slightly 
oversized, everything else printed on the 
boxcar and the caboose is correctly scaled.  
I also learned, “You live by true scale; you 
die by true scale”.  What I mean by that is 
some details such as the brake wheel I 
purchased from a manufacturer looked too 
big compared to the rest of the properly 
scaled details.  I also had to move the truss 
rods slightly back because of the ever so 
slight difference in scale of the HO truck 

and wheel to what the real scale would be.  
Some of the small details are not very 
visible and could probably be emphasized 
by a light weathering of the cars, and this 
brings up a philosophical question for me.  
Should I make details to scale even though 
you can’t see them very well, or should I 
make them slightly larger and more 
visible?   

 

This is a close up, side view of the Big Four 
boxcar printed using the 3-D printer.  The 
question of printing all of the details to scale 
even if they wouldn’t be visible is at the heart 
of the rivet counter’s dilemma.   

When I operate at other peoples’ layouts 
and see cars and engines go by, I am hard 
pressed to tell which ones had applied 
grab irons and which had molded ones.  
They usually aren’t noticeable running a 
layout, but as soon as you take a photo, 
any scratch, hair, dust, or poorly done part 
sticks out.  I tend to fall in the “make 
everything to scale regardless” camp, but 
perhaps an emphasis on scale detailing 
and camera modeling is holding me back 
in terms of production and energy.  My 
next adventure in modeling might be a 
more minimalistic approach.  And there is 
some irony here.  Some readers may have 
noticed that after I went to all of this effort, 
I failed to install a brake cylinder, a cut 
lever, or the side steps on the boxcar.  
Eventually I will add them, but those 
things aren’t a priority.       
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While 3-D printing is exciting and I am 
sure that it will be prominent in the future, 
there are problems with it for the modeler.  
The negative aspects of 3-D printing 
certainly include the cost.  I know that I 
don’t need to tell anyone who is a model 
railroader that this hobby is expensive, but 
with a cost of seventy and eighty dollars 
per car that still needs paint, grab irons, 
added details, trucks, couplers, and decals, 
it doesn’t seem to me that building a fleet 
of these cars is a viable option for many 
people.  While 3-D printing can make fine 
details, the quality of the print with its 
layer lines, occasional extra junk material, 
and its difficulty in producing a smooth 
surface is so tantalizingly close to being 
good enough that I would think in a few 
years it will be there.  

The good things about 3-D printing are 
that it gives people the ability to make 
whatever they want quickly and easily. 
Once a model is designed it can be scaled 
easily and printed as many times as one 
needs, and the process can render a finer 
fidelity in scale that would be too fragile or 
difficult to produce otherwise.  The 
models also look pretty good in real life 
compared to the photographs.    

Despite all of the negatives, I am going to 
download the new version of Sketchup 
and print my newly designed Big Four 
boxcar (a Big Four stock car, and a Big 
Four bobber caboose with the classic Big 
Four cupola) and maybe a couple of 
additional cabooses.  3-D printing is an 
exciting technology but I won’t be using it 
to build a roster of cars. The print quality 
is not good enough to use as a master for 
casting.  Hopefully in a few years cost will 
come down and the quality will go up.  
Even though this technology isn’t going to 
produce a fleet of cars for my layout, I 

ended up with some neat models, and I 
have had a lot of fun experimenting with 
3-D modeling.  I hope that you will give it 
a try.  

 

A final view of Kyle’s Big Four cabooses.  
From this distance it is impossible to see the 
printing process ridges in the model.  It is a 
fine looking HO-scale caboose. 

 

 

N.Y. c. 3813, DFA-Ba leads a "Big Four" (C. C. 
C. & St. L.) freight through Bellefontaine, OH. 
These Baldwin-Lima Hamilton RF-16's were 
used mostly on the old "Big Four" and were 
noted for their low speed pulling ability on 
long freight "drags". As with most Baldwins, 
these RF-16's had their share of nicknames. To 
"Central" men they were known as "Cabbage 
Cutters" or "Space Ships" because of their 
pointed noses and odd shaped bodies. 
(NYCSHS Collection.) 
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--------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NYC – Four Windows Circuit Breaker House.   
Perspective View – Shaded Rendering. (MDD) 
 
At the turn of the century (1900) the NYC 
embarked in a massive project to electrify 
the lines running out of New York City, a 
move prompted by an accident inside the 
Park Avenue tunnel and subsequent city 
laws passed in 1903 banning the operation 
of steam locomotives within city limits.  
The ban was to take effect in 1908.   
 
Under the direction of Chief Engineer 
William J. Wilgus and in collaboration 
with Frank J. Sprague1, the NYC railroad 
transformed a section of the Hudson main 
line into what became the NYC’s Electric 
Division.  
 
The plan encompassed the operation of 
electric locomotives running from Grand 
Central Terminal to Croton-Harmon, the 
change point of motive power, first to 
steam engines and later to diesel 
locomotives.   The Harlem Division was 
also electrified during this period, 
providing the NYC railroad with 

approximately 285 miles equipped for 
electric operation at 660 DC volts2.   
 
The project required the design, 
development, and construction of the 
entire electrical/mechanical infrastructure 
to sustain the new system.  It had power-
generating plants, to the third under-
running rail for electrical power pick-up 
for the locomotives and MU cars.  One 
important device required for the safe 
operation of the new Electric Division was 
a circuit breaker system.  
 

 
NYC – Perspective View showing the location 
of the Circuit Breaker House in relation to the 
mainline tracks.  Another important 
component needed for the operation of the 
Electric Division was the Power Transmission 
Poles shown here.  These unique metal poles, 
located adjacent to the tracks, carried power 
and signal cables. (MDD) 
 
Much like the modern household circuit 
breaker located in the electrical panels, the 
NYC circuit breaker system was designed 
to detect a fault condition, like a short-
circuit or an overload and interrupt the 
current flow.  Due to the nature of the 
operation, with the third rail significantly 
exposed, albeit being protected on the top 
and sides by wood covers, the potential 
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risk for accidents was high (and remains 
high to this day as Metro-North Railroad 
continues to operate this system.  
Although at the increased voltage of 750 
DC, it is a testament to the NYC/Sprague 
engineers who developed the system over 
100 years ago).  Accidental faults resulting 
from, for example, a derailed car 
contacting the third rail creating a leak in 
the current flow, would cause the circuit 
breaker to open (or “trip”) interrupting the 
flow of current. 
 
The circuit breaker banks, located adjacent 
to the mainline tracks at frequent 
intervals3 (about 2 miles), were housed in 
what became known as the Circuit Breaker 
House.  
 
Prototype: Circuit Breaker House No. 27 
While conducting the research for this 
article, several different CB House designs 
were identified; 3 windows, 4 windows 
(two different building designs) and 6 
windows. This article and the 
accompanying drawing are based on CB 
House No. 27 using photos taken in the 
early 1970s by NYCSHS member Victor 
Hand. 
 
The four windows building was a 
medium-size CB House and from the 
information gathered so far, it appears that 
it was the most used design. The six 
windows design was the biggest of these 
buildings and used only at Harmon due to 
the additional space required to house the 
devices to protect the complex track work 
there. 

 
NYC – Circuit Breaker House No. 27. 
Trackside elevation. Showing the building 
condition in the early 1970s. (Image by Victor 
Hand) 

CIRCUIT BREAKER HOUSE (FOUR WINDOW DESIGN) 
Verified Locations 

NO. LOCATION WINDOWS APPROX. MILES 
FROM GCT 

8 BTM area / High Bridge 4  
12 Riverdale 4  
14 Ludlow 4  
16 Hastings-on-Hudson 4 18.41 
17 Dobbs Ferry 4  
19 Tarrytown Freighthouse 4 23.96 
20 Fisher Body Switch Cabin 4  
25 CR Tower 4  
27 CD Tower 4  

The list is incomplete and assumed correct at 
time of publication. (Information compiled 
by Larry Faulkner) 

N.Y.C. & H.R.R.R. Circuit Breaker House 
Electric Zone Standard – CB House 
NYC & HRRR Drawing Book “E” 
Date: Not Dated 
 
Unfortunately, the NYCSHS Structures 
Drawings Collection/DVD’s currently 
doesn’t have available a drawing of these 
buildings.  The new CAD drawings were 
developed using the 1970s images 
provided by Victor Hand.   
 
Due to the high quality and definition of 
these images, extreme zoom-ins were 
possible and brick quantities per course 
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were counted and plotted, allowing the 
brick patterns to be replicated on each 
individual course. A standard brick size of 
the period (8”X 3-3/4”X 2-1/4”) was used 
to develop the drawings.  
 

 
River side view of the Four Windows Circuit 
Breaker House.  (MDD)  
 
Design & Construction 
The CB House drawing presented here 
shows a brick masonry structure over a 
concrete foundation, concrete headers and 
cornices, brick parapets, concrete parapet 
caps and wood doors and windows.  The 
bricks are laid in a running bond pattern 
forming horizontal bands of four courses, 
with a single header course between them, 
recessed about 3/4" from the stretchers4 
plane, giving this simple and utilitarian 
building an elegant design. 
 
General Notes and Observations: 
A few weeks after the CAD drawings were 
completed, NYCSHS member, Chris 
Harding, provided a copy of a CB House 
electrical drawing, showing the internal 
electrical devices.  The building itself 
presents a different design compared to 
CB House No. 27, but clarified the 
questions about the raised center section of 
the building with the upper roof.  This 
detail, while lacking windows, is 

reminiscent of a clerestory and provided 
an access point for electrical lines routed to 
the electrical lines overhead.  
 
This drawing article was done in 
collaboration with Larry Faulkner who 
scratch built a model of the CB House 
based on these drawings.  His construction 
article follows after the drawing pages. 

 
NYC – Circuit Breaker House No. 8.  Original 
Blueprint from the NYC & HRRR Drawing 
Book E.  This drawing is actually an electrical 
drawing showing the cable routing and circuit 
breaker devices. The building is represented as 
a hatched outline with dimensions for electric 
devices location.  (Image courtesy of Chris 
Harding) 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Frank J. Sprague was an electrical engineer 
responsible for many developments in the field of 
electric traction including the Multiple Unit Train 
Control (MU).  He designed along with William J. 
Wilgus the third rail system used by the NYC.  
2 The Electrification of the Suburban Zone of the New 
York Central and Hudson River Railroad in the Vicinity 
of New York City, by William J. Wilgus, reprinted	  in	  
the	  Fourth	  Quarter	  2004	  Central	  Headlight	  Magazine.	  
3	  Idem.	  
4	  See	  Drawing	  Pages	  for	  brick	  masonry	  details	  
illustration.	  	  
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NYC	  –	  Circuit	  Breaker	  House	  (Four	  Windows	  Prototype):	  

1	  

	  

2	  

	  

Concrete	  Foundation	  &	  Floor	   Brick	  Walls1	  

3	  

	  

4	  

	  

Doors	  &	  Windows	  Headers	   Continuation	  of	  Brick	  Walls	  

5	  

	  

6	  

	  

Cornice	  &	  Main	  Roof	   Parapet	  Walls	  &	  Upper	  Roof	  Walls	  	  

7	  

	  

8	  

	  

Parapet	  Caps	  &	  Upper	  Roof	   Doors	  &	  Windows	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  For	  clarity,	  the	  diagram	  only	  shows	  the	  exterior	  brick	  skin.	  	  Normally,	  a	  load	  bearing	  brick	  masonry	  wall	  thickness	  
is	  composed	  of	  three	  (3)	  or	  more	  bricks	  rows	  (wythes)	  laid	  parallel	  to	  each	  other	  using	  an	  interlocking	  pattern.	  	  A	  
brick	  wall	  three	  bricks	  wide	  is	  composed	  of	  three	  wythes.	  
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Trackside phot of Circuit Breaker House 27 
(CBH 27)  (Victor Hand Photo) 

After this year's convention in 
Poughkeepsie, I had the great opportunity 
to team up Manuel Duran-Duran and 
Victor Hand who share the same modeling 
philosophies, time frame, and modeling 
location. This led to a team effort that 
designed and scratchbuilt unique 
structures built by the New York Central 
Railroad. Through these efforts we would 
like to share some of these modeling 
techniques. 

After the convention tour of the Harmon 
Facilities, it was very apparent that the 
only remaining structures from the New 
York Central days were the old Harmon 
Diesel & Electric Shops, HM Tower, which 
is celebrating its 100 year birthday along 
with Grand Central Terminal this year, 
and Substation 6A.  

Metro North Railroad has used modern 
technology to streamline and trim down 
the physical plant for efficient daily 
operations. The 11,000-volt AC and 660-
volt DC power transmission poles are 
mostly a thing of the past as are the circuit 
breaker houses that once dotted the 

landscape along the NYC's Electrified 
Territory.  

According to the NYC's Electric Division 
Employee Timetable Number 74 dated 
Sept. 28 1952, there were 55 Circuit 
Breaker Houses or CBH's within the 
Electrified Territory. There were seven 
located between Grand Central Terminal 
and Mott Haven Junction, 14 between 
Mott Haven Junction and North White 
Plains. Between Mott Haven and Croton-
on-Hudson there were 24 CBH's. An 
additional 10 CBH's were located between 
Spuyten Duyvil and the 30th Street Yard 
on the West Side Freight Line.   

According to an article reprinted in the 
Fourth Quarter 2004 Central Headlight 
magazine, the direct current from the sub-
stations passed through these circuit 
breaker houses located at frequent 
intervals. The circuit breakers 
automatically open and interrupt the flow 
of current when, because of accident or 
injury or there is an improper leak in the 
third rail system or the direct-current 
feeder system. This safety device, 
therefore, automatically checks the 
delivery of current to the working 
conductors when a continuation of the 
supply might be disastrous. The circuit 
breakers are controlled by cables 
connected with neighboring sub-stations. 
In all, there are 52 miles of territory, 
embracing 285 miles of track equipped 
with third rail.  

To model these circuit breaker houses we 
first needed some good photos of the 
prototypes. Fellow modeler and NYCSHS 
Member Victor Hand had extensive 
photographs of the NYC RR from the 
Harmon area and his photos of Circuit  

 

Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  
By	  Larry	  Faulkner	  	  (Prototype	  Photos	  by	  Victor	  Hand,	  Modeling	  Photos	  by	  Larry)	  	  
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Breaker House Number 27 taken in the 
early 1970's got this project rolling.  

 

River side and south side of CBH 27. (Victor 
Hand Photo) 

It appears that the NYC used several 
variations of these structures. Some had 
three windows, some had four windows, 
and Circuit Breaker House Number 26 at 
Harmon had six windows. Thanks to the 
expert skills of Manuel Duran-Duran (see 
Manuel's drawings in this issue under 
"From the New York Central Engineering 
Dept." pp. 40 -47) Manuel was able to use 
Victor's photos to make these nice 
drawings to work from. Since we model 
the Harmon area we'll need to build three 
of these small circuit breaker houses, 
numbers 25, 26, and 27. Numbers 25 and 
27 are of the four-window version and 
number 26 was the longer one with six 

windows due to all of the complex third 
rail around the Harmon Station including 
both Harmon East and Harmon West 
Yards.  

I like to use Plastruct # 91611 brick sheet 
for these scratch building projects, as it's 
easy to cut up and glue together using 
MEK. The doors and windows are Tichy 
Train Group #8058 masonry six over six 
double hung windows and #8196 five 
panel door castings installed backwards or 
from the inside. I used various pieces of 
Evergreen Scale Models styrene strip for 
all of the trim pieces and the interior 
bracing. (Look at the end of the article for 
a large size photo and the bill of 
materials.) 

 

CBH 27 model parts.  (Drawing by Manuel 
Duran-Duran) 

 

Building walls laid out before assembly 
begins. (Photo by Larry Faulkner) 

Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  (Continued)	  
By	  Larry	  Faulkner	  	  (Prototype	  Photos	  by	  Victor	  Hand,	  Modeling	  Photos	  by	  Larry)	  	  	  	  
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Once Manuel had the drawings scaled out 
to HO-scale, it was easy to cut the brick 
sheet to size then cut the four windows 
and two door openings for each end. The 
hardest part of this project was cutting the 
brick panels four bricks high and spacing 
them one brick layer apart (refer to 
Manuel's drawings). I made a jig out of 
styrene strip to use as a spacer to keep 
these raised brick panels evenly spaced. 
The next photo shows the jig. I added the 
windowsills, lintels, and concrete cornice 
next. 

 

 

The windowsills, lintels and cornice have been 
added. The jig is at the top of the photo. 
(Photo by Larry Faulkner) 

The next photo shows the exterior walls 
mostly complete and the following photo 
shows the interior bracing and window 
and door spacers to give the model some 
depth for masonry structure. The interior 
bracing is #179 strip used in the corners 
and set apart on the front and rear walls to 
butt up with the #179 strips at the corners 
on the end walls.  

 

 

 

 

The exterior walls with the sills and lintels 
installed. (Photo by Larry Faulkner) 

The next photo shows how these walls are 
laid out prior to gluing them together. 

 

Interior wall view with window and door 
spacers, roof spacer, and interior bracing. 
(Photo by Larry Faulkner) 

Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  (Continued)	  
By	  Larry	  Faulkner	  	  (Prototype	  Photos	  by	  Victor	  Hand,	  Modeling	  Photos	  by	  Larry)	  	  
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The following photo shows interior 
bracing after the walls were glued together 
with MEK. I use MEK stored in a glass jar 
with a screw on lid and apply it with a 
small brush.  

 

The interior of the Circuit Breaker House with 
the bracing holding the walls together. (Photo 
by Larry Faulkner) 

Once the walls were glued together and 
checked that the walls were square, it was 
time to install the wall cornice, parapet 
wall caps, and rain gutters. I had to make 
the trim braces for the center roof cupola 
with styrene strip cut and sanded like a 
rafter with angle iron on the outer edges of 

the cupola. Wooden boards were used on 
top of these angles for insulation with the 
wires coming down from the power 
transmission pole lines directly above 
these circuit breaker house structures.  

Now it was time to paint the model. I used 
.040 styrene sheets for the three roof 
sections and painted them flat black for 
starters. The rest of the model was washed 
in warm soapy water and rinsed with 
bottled drinking water and rubbing 
alcohol. Our tap water here in the desert of 
AZ is a tad hard, so I use drinking water 
or distilled water if I have it on hand. I 
airbrushed the model with Polly Scale 
Concrete and let it dry for a spell. It 
doesn't take long with our desert 
temperatures. I had pre-painted all of the 
window castings Polly Scale Roof Brown 
and the doors with Polly Scale Milwaukie. 
Road Gray. I colored the brick surface with 
Prisma colored pencils. I used various 
colors like dark brown, terra cotta, burnt 
umber and black. This step doesn't take 
long but keep the pencils sharp especially 
between the raised brick panels. 

 

The model with a base coat of Polly Scale 
Concrete paint. (Photo by Larry Faulkner) 

Next I used .005 clear styrene for the 
window glazing.  I used Pan Pastel chalks 

Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  (Continued)	  
By	  Larry	  Faulkner	  	  (Prototype	  Photos	  by	  Victor	  Hand,	  Modeling	  Photos	  by	  Larry)	  	  	  	  
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for the weathering that appears in the 
prototype photos. I like these chalks, as 
they don't require any fixative once you 
put them on. I made some signs on my 
computer for the number 27, the “Keep 
Out”, and the red “Danger Sign” on the 
door. (See photos below for the finished 
model and of CBH 25 that's still in-
progress.) CBH 26 will follow, the only 
difference being the longer walls and six 
windows.  

 

The trackside view of the finished model. 
(Photo by Larry Faulkner.) 

 

A view from above of the finished model after 
painting, weathering, and lettering. (Photo by 
Larry Faulkner.) 

 

The model viewed from on end with the 
lettering and signage in place.  

 

This is a shot of the finished CBH 27 and of 
CBH 25 still in the finishing process. 

 

This is a final view from a different angle of 
both Circuit Breaker Houses. (Photos above 
by Larry Faulkner) 

Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  (Continued)	  
By	  Larry	  Faulkner	  	  (Prototype	  Photos	  by	  Victor	  Hand,	  Modeling	  Photos	  by	  Larry)	  	  	  	  
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This is an easy modeling project for those 
who model the NYC's third rail territory. 
With 55 of these CBH's spaced only a mile 
or two apart they were very prominent yet 
easily missed due to their small size.  I 
hope you enjoyed these modeling 
techniques. Stay tuned for more of the 
"Harmon Files" in the coming issues of the 
NYCentral Modeler.  

 

 

 

Some more info on Circuit Breaker 
Houses. 

Quote about Circuit Breaker Houses from the 
2nd Qtr. 1997 Central Headlight – Page 5. 

Michael W. Savchak, P.E., of Carmel, NY, 
Deputy Director-Transportation Engineering 
for Metro North wrote as follows: 
 
"The circuit breaker house is the small 
rectangular appendage to the riser house. 
Its purpose was to assist in the delivery of 
DC power to the third rails. A 700-volt 
electrification requires a tremendous 
amount of current (measured in amperes) 
to accelerate a train. This current must be 
carried along the third rail, which being 
made of steel, is not a good conductor of 
electricity. This lack of conductance is 
referred to as resistance. High currents 
and high resistance result in significant 
voltage drops. 
 
"The New York Central used third rail of 

70 lbs. to the yard cross section. Its 
substations were spaced approximately 
3-miles apart. In order to minimize the 
voltage drop along the third rails, the 
railroad placed circuit breaker houses in 
between the substations. These circuit 
breaker houses connected all of the third 
rails together by means of circuit breakers 
tied to a common bus. Thus, current 
needed by an accelerating train along one 
track was supplied by the third rails of all 
tracks. This resulted in higher voltages 
and more power being available in the 
third rail than could have been supplied 
by that rail acting individually. The circuit 
breakers were used to protect and isolate 
the third rail in the event of a short circuit 
or the need to de-energize the track for 
maintenance. 
 
"When Metro-North rebuilt the traction 
power system in the early 1980s, it 
replaced the 70 lb. third rail with 150 lb. 
third rail and reduced the distance 
between substations to approximately one 
mile. This permitted the circuit breaker 
houses to be retired.” 
 

 
This is a shot of how Larry made sure that the 
fabricated pieces of the model conformed to 
the drawings that Manuel had drawn. He left 
it out of the photos he used for the article, but 
I thought it would be interesting for you to 
see. (Photo by Larry Faulkner) 

Modeling	  New	  York	  Central’s	  Circuit	  Breaker	  Houses	  (Continued)	  
By	  Larry	  Faulkner	  	  (Prototype	  Photos	  by	  Victor	  Hand,	  Modeling	  Photos	  by	  Larry)	  	  	  	  
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Bill	  of	  Material	  

	  

Plastruct  Brick sheet                         #91611 
Tichy Train Group                         #8058 six over six windows 
                                                          #8196 five panel door 

	  

Evergreen Scale Models                #134 strip 
                                                          #136 strip 
                                                          #144 strip 
                                                          #147 strip   
                                                          #148 strip 
                                                          #154 strip 
                                                          #157 strip 
                                                          #179 strip 
                                                          #211 rod 
                                                          #262 channel 
                                                          #291 angle 
                                                          #2040 V groove siding 
                                                          #8412 HO scale 4 x 12 
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Rick’s finished NYC USRA caboose that he 
kitbashed for his HO collection. 
I enjoy modeling the New York Central, 
but I am definitely not an expert.  That's 
why I joined the New York Central System 
Historical Society.  It has been well worth 
it.  In particular, my purchase of the 
Central Headlight DVD Collection has been 
very valuable.  Some time ago I had 
thoughts to maybe build the Funaro & 
Camerlengo USRA Caboose (HO-scale).  
Initially, I did not know for certain that the 
New York Central had USRA cabooses, 
but they did have a few.  In fact, I have 
only seen two photos of NYC USRA 
cabooses (and an additional one in U&D 
service).  The first picture I saw is in Terry 
Link's Canada Southern website.  It is not 
captioned with information, but somehow 
I was lucky enough to recognize it.   
 
The road number was readable (20097), so 
I thought I could try this.  However, I was 
still lacking much info to make a model 
that  would make me happy. 
 
The Central Headlight DVD Collection was a 
big help to me.  Although USRA cabooses 
are not featured at all in any of the caboose 
articles, there is a color photo of a derelict 
USRA caboose on the back cover of issue 
Qtr.1 2003.   
 

 
This photo is from Terry Link’s Canadian 
Southern website.  Rick used this as his 
inspiration to model a USRA NYC caboose. 
(Photo by Jay Williams, Terry Link’s Canada 
Southern website.) 
 (www.canadasouthern.com) 
This picture of NYC 20093, formerly of the 
Ulster & Delaware, confirmed to me that 
they were used well after they were first 
absorbed into the Railroad's roster of 
cabooses. Qtr. 2 1985 “Tack Board” #3 and 
Qtr. 3 2003 “Tack Board” #258 provided 
info regarding the color of caboose roofs, 
although I did paint my roof walks black 
because in some color pictures I have seen 
of NYC Caboose roofs, they look like they 
were more like black than Oxide Red. Qtr. 
2 1991 “Tack Board” #95 was helpful with 
other color and weathering information. 
Qtr. 2 1987 “Tack Board” #34 was 
especially helpful, as it provides 
information as to when handrails and 
steps were painted yellow.  Just judging 
from the color photos I had seen, I 
assumed that the safety yellow was 
applied after World War II.  However, 
Tack Board #34 states that it was 
implemented in October of 1942.  I model 
June of 1942, so I was happy to see I could 
properly finish my model for my era. 
 
This was my second resin kit (the first was 
a caboose with a shell molding), and I 
enjoyed building it very much.   

NYC	  USRA	  Caboose	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  
By	  Rick	  De	  Candido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  the	  author)	  	  	  	  
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You can see that the basic kit went together 
well and it was fun for Rick to build. 
I made some changes to the construction 
by adding rectangular pieces of styrene to 
square up the sides as they were 
assembled and adding some roof ribs (also 
in .040" styrene sheet stock) to re-enforce 
the rather thin .010" styrene roof.  Perhaps 
I went too far, but I was playing it safe.   

 

 
You can see the added detailed parts and brake 
gear that Rick added to the cabooses before 
painting. The Kadee trucks are visible in this 
photo. 
I added Tichy brake gear parts and wire 
plumbing as best I could, although I am 
not sure I made this entirely correct.   
 
I added Kadee Bettendorf T-Section 
Trucks with 33" ribbed-back-wheels; 
although I'm not sure these are correct 
either (they look close to the type of trucks 
on 20097).  I also added Kadee #158 
couplers (standard on my railroad 
models).   

 
The model masked and with the first coat of 
the proper color paint. 
 
 
 
 

NYC	  USRA	  Caboose	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  (Continued)	  
By	  Rick	  De	  Candido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  the	  author)	  	  	  	  
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You can see the top of the model waiting for 
the black roof paint in this photo. 
Do I have an accurate model of an NYC 
USRA caboose?  Probably it's not the best 
it could be. However I am very happy 
with it.  While I wish to have the most 
accurate models, I have to be reasonable 
about it.  The information found in Central 
Headlight is a way for me to try to make 
my models a little more Central-like.  

 
The final photo of Rick’s finished model of 
this unique NYC USRA center-cupola caboose.  
A nice edition to his collection. 

 

 

 

On the West Albany Hill itself in August 1941, 
found the Empire State Express #51. Here the first 
section charges the hill with J3a #5409 heading the 
consist, including RPO, smoker, three new 2600 
series lightweight coaches, a diner, and heavy-
weight parlor and observation cars. Around the 
bend can be seen the exhaust from U2a pusher 
engine 7451. Within four months the train will be 
completely re-equipped with Budd stainless steel 
cars. (Photo from NYCSHS Collection.) 
 

Watch for our advertising in these 
publications. 

 

 

 
These magazines carry our ad.   

Join the NYCSHS today! 
www.nycshs.org 

NYC	  USRA	  Caboose	  in	  HO-‐Scale	  (Continued)	  
By	  Rick	  De	  Candido	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  the	  author)	  	  	  	  
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We are very pleased that you are a 
member of our great organization, and I 
want to tell you a little more about us. 

 The NYCSHS is dedicated to preserving 
the legacy of the New York Central System 
and its predecessor lines and subsidiary 
roads through acquisition and 
preservation of NYCS-related artifacts and 
through the dissemination of accurate 
information about the NYCS.  We are also 
dedicated to preserving the NYCS through 
the hobby of accurate modeling of the 
System. 
  
In order to do these things, our members 
spend a lot of time working on various 
projects and committees within the 
Society.   It is only through this volunteer 
support that we are able to accomplish all 
that we do. 
  
As a member you may not be aware of all 
of the opportunities available to you to 
support the organization.  I want to make 
you aware of those opportunities and give 
you a chance to volunteer to work with us 
in some of these positions. 
  
We need volunteers to work a few hours 
each month in the following areas: 
  
NYCSHS Modeling Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to publish the NYCentral 
Modeler, work with manufacturers to 
develop accurate NYCS models of locos, 
rolling stock and structures, find speakers 
at events on NYCS modeling topics, and 

develop and update material for various 
NYCSHS websites and Yahoo Groups. We 
are looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Membership Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to establish and maintain 
contact with members.  This consists of 
writing and responding to e-mail and 
written correspondence about NYCSHS 
happenings, reaching out to lapsed 
members, developing member recruiting 
advertisements, participating as NYCSHS 
Yahoo Group subject matter experts, 
developing and staffing booths at train 
and model railroad shows, and finding 
ways to make membership in the Society 
more beneficial to our members. We are 
looking for committee members. 
  
NYCSHS Fund Raising Committee – 
Members of this committee work within 
the Society to develop sources of funding 
for various projects within the 
Society.  This includes writing grant 
applications and approaching members 
and non-members to obtain funding for 
important activities to extend and improve 
our offerings to members. We are looking 
for committee members.   
 
Web Design & Website Support – This 
person(s) would assist the NYCSHS 
Webmaster in the design and support of 
our existing website 
(www.NYCSHS.org).  This position uses 
some of the following knowledge and 
capabilities:  HTML, CSS, design sense, 

If	  You	  Are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  Still	  Have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  You	  to	  Serve	  the	  Society	  
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JavaScript & Ajax, PHP, ASP, Java, Perl or  
C++; MySQL database, Flash, SEO, 
webserver administration skills, and 
project management skills.  Not all 
capabilities are required, and we will work 
with you if you have some of these skills 
and are interested in helping. 
  
On-Line Store Design & Support – This 
person would assist the NYCSHS 
Directors and the Webmaster to support 
utilities such as shopping carts, product 
search engine, product displays, product 
descriptions and payment options for an 
on-line store on the NYCSHS website. 
(www.nycshs.net) 
 
2014 Cleveland, Ohio, NYCSHS 
Convention Volunteers – We need several 
people to assist with the planning and 
execution of the 2014 NYCSHS 
Convention.  These people need to be 
located in the vicinity of Cleveland, OH, 
and will work with the NYCSHS director 
responsible for the convention 
activities.  These conventions are fun and 
exciting and require considerable work 
over the next seven months.  Skills needed 
include planning and the ability to work 
with teams. 
  
Archive Committee – We need several 
persons to help with the reorganization of 
the NYCSHS archives.  Skills needed 
include: digitizing of hard copy materials; 
organizing and filing of material; sorting 
and generating finding aids for materials 
in storage; and general moving and 
storage skills.  Past experience with 

archival activities is a big plus. We are also 
looking for someone to replace the chair of 
this committee.  Work is done on the first 
concurrent Friday and Saturday (all day) 
of each month and all work is done in 
Wickliffe, OH (Cleveland area).  
  
We are very excited that you have joined 
us and look forward to working with you 
to make the NYCSHS even better.  If you 
are interested in any of these positions, 
please contact me at: 
 mackdave@opitmum.net 
 
Thanks, Dave Mackay (Chair, Membership 
Committee NYCSHS) 
  

 

We decided to give you an easy one to identify 
this week.  Tell us where and when the photo 
was taken.  Send us your guesses, to 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net (Photo by 
unknown from NYCSHS Collection)  

 

If	  you	  are	  a	  NYCSHS	  Member	  

We	  have	  Numerous	  Opportunities	  for	  you	  to	  serve	  the	  Society	  (Continued)	  
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!

!!
Models!by!Jim!Six,!NYCSHS!Member 

Are you a fan of the New York Central?  Are you interested in prototypical modeling? As a 
member of the New York Central System Historical Society, you will receive the Central 
Headlight, our quarterly, acclaimed magazine, and chat with NYC fans and modelers on our 
NYCSHS members-only Yahoo Group.  You can attend our annual conventions, and benefit 
from the first-hand knowledge of former NYCS employees and from the expertise of NYC 
historians, researchers, modelers and writers who will help you with answers to questions about 
NYCS history, locos, rolling stock, structures, and operating practices. Modelers check out the 
NYCentral Modeler at http://www.nycshs.org/nycentral_modeler.php     Do it right! Join today! 
!

Visit our website and join today. http://www.nycshs.org/ 

Get!great!prototype!info!from!!
the!people!who!lived!it...!!

Join Today!     
Regular memberships only $39 per year. 

!

!

NEW!YORK!CENTRAL!SYSTEM!
HISTORICAL!SOCIETY,!INC.!

DEPT!N!•!P.O.!BOX!130!•!GATES!MILLS,!OH!44040R0130!

!

Join the New York Central System Historical 
Society Today 

Membership Application on Page 61 
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New York Central System Historical Society, Inc. 
 

P. O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 
 

 2013 New Membership Application Form 
 

 *These classes of membership are open to those who wish to render greater support to the work of the 
Society, and these generous contributors will be identified in Central Headlight.  
 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31 and includes four issues of  
Central Headlight. (We are trying to get accurate email and phone numbers for all 
members. Please include them for us on the form below.) 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

City, State _________________________________9-digit Zip ___________________ 

Country, if outside U. S. A. _______________________________________________   
Email Address: _________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Special Interest(s) _______________________________________________________ 

Former NYCS Employee? ________________________________________________ 

Referred by (optional): __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed for 2013:  $____________  For additional years:  $____________ 

Your personal information will never be shared with outside parties.  It may be used to 
contact you about events or information about the NYCSHS.  If you do not wish to have 
the NYCSHS contact you with this information, please check this box:   
 

Members failing to provide their 9-digit Zip cannot be included in the mailing list for 
Central Headlight. The USPS insists that we use the 9-digit code since the magazine is 
mass mailed. 
 

 
Visit the NYCSHS website at www.nycshs.org 

 

 Regular Member — United States $39.00  
     
 Regular Member — Canada & Mexico $44.00  
    
 Regular Member — Other Countries $49.00  
    
 Contributing Member* $50.00  
    
 Sustaining Member* $70.00   
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The web has introduced tremendous 
capabilities available to the modeler to 
research information for their railroad and 
has also provided new venues to display 
their modeling. 

Ray Wilcox (MYCSHS Member) has used 
You Tube to give us the ability to see 
many of his models running on the 
Miracle Strip Model Railroad Club.  

Ray has now retired and has more time to 
work on his trains.  He has posted many 
videos on You Tube, and they are listed 
below for your enjoyment.  These links are 
also available on the NYCSHS website at 
www.NYCSHS.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jRLSioOdGM	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyp163ktEl8	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEtL5yfxvVI	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqIq-‐5cKQHo	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x29ASA_3Sqc	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i3L-‐1543NI	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSvKn1e6L6M	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8At-‐XpkZtrs	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxwQRMI7Dik	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LptyPhZJ0L4	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JR5kAeExHHo	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HmKrexOSTEM	  
	  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3LxhY7Yk-‐wo	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQPk11gip7w	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04NalKS5R3g	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_qdmP9V2nw	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9pu0M0KXDM	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eSasmWOOp0	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uo5IszLwFrI	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvUE8JVYOX0	  
	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHfL507rYbk	  
 

This list of You Tube videos revels some of 
the wonderful models that Ray has 
collected over the years. 

We would be very happy to include any 
other You Tube selections that you have 
developed as long as they feature the 
NYCS. 

If any of you have You Tube videos of 
New York Central models or a NYC 
layout, please get in touch so we can share 
them with other NYC modelers. 

Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

We look forward to including many more 
You Tube selections in the coming issues, 
but that requires you to submit them to us. 

 

NYCS	  You	  Tube	  Videos	  from	  Ray	  Wilcox	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  
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(Cover Photo by Richard Baldwin) 

 
Here is your chance to access a wide variety of photos from the NYCSHS and private collections.  These are 

very high-quality images of several great NYCS subjects. 
The front cover, shown above, is of a pair of EMD E-8 diesel units arriving in Sturgis, MI with an excursion 

train from Elkhart, IN in 1951. 

The back cover shows a Class P-2b electric loco #224 in North White Plains, NY. 

Calendar photos include: three EMD GP-7 units on the James Whitcomb Riley in Indianapolis, IN in 1962 
(color); Class J-1e "Hudson" #5333 on a passenger train in West Lafayette, IN in 1951; F-M H20-44 road-
switcher #7104 at Collinwood, OH in 1956; Class H-10a 2-8-2 #2252 on an Evansville, IN - Mt. Carmel, IL 
freight; two B-L-H RF-16 units on a freight train at Huron, OH in 1953; a B & A Class J-2a 4-6-4 and Class L-3a 
4-8-2 on the New England States at Chatham, NY in 1945; Class S-1b "Niagara" #6007 on display with the 
General Motors (EMD) "Train of Tomorrow" at the 1948 Chicago Railroad Fair; NYC diesel tugboat #34 on the 
Hudson River; Class J-3a "Hudson" #6002 on the Commodore Vanderbilt at Oscawana, NY in 1946; three BLW 
DR-6-4-15 diesel units power a freight through Erie, PA in 1948; a pair of EMD F-7 units take a westbound 
freight train through Greensburg, IN in 1956 (color). 

Calendars can be ordered from: 

NYCSHS, Dept. E 
17038 Roosevelt Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441-4734 

Price is $11.00 each. Ohio residents add $.88 Ohio sales tax. “Store of the Future".  You can use PayPal to order it 
from the "Store". 

You	  may	  also	  order	  these	  older	  calendars	  at	  these reduced prices. 

Some 1986, 1997 and 2003 calendars are available at these prices:  
   One Calendar   $5.00 

   Two Calendars   $9.00 

    Three Calendars   $12.00 

When ordering, add the appropriate amount to your 2014 calendar order.  Ohio 
residents must add 8% Ohio sales tax to the order total price. 

The	  NYCSHS	  2014	  Calendar	  
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Special Offer on Two Great Books 

If you love steam (and electrics)… 
Reduced from $98.00 to $49.00 for both 

                           
  You simply must have…Steam Locomotives of 

the New York Central Lines, Volumes 1 & 2 by 
William D. Edson and H. L. Vail, Jr. assisted by 
Edward L. May.  The ultimate authority on steam 
and electric locomotives for the DeWitt Clinton 
of 1831 to P&LE 9406 of 1948.  These books 
represent a lifetime of research for each of the 
compilers and are a fitting memorial, not only to 
the legacy of the New York Central Lines but 
also to the authors’ untiring efforts to preserve 
that legacy for all of us.  These are a very limited 
edition and only a few remain.  They will not be 
printed again.  Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
save on this valuable resource. Order on our 
website (www.NYCSHS.net) with PayPal or 
by sending a check to: NYCSHS, P. O. Box 
130, Gates Mills, OH 44040-0130 

Volume 1: New York Central & Hudson 
River, Boston & Albany 

310 pages, hard cover, 320 photos, 184 
drawings and maps. Only $30 plus $10 
domestic postage.  Ohio residents include 
$2.40 state sales tax for a single volume. 
(*Non-US postage charged at actual cost.) 

Volume 2: Lake Shore & Michigan Southern, 
Lake Erie & Western, Indiana Harbor Belt, 
Chicago River & Indiana Chicago Junction, 
Ohio Central Lines, Big Four, Michigan 
Central, and Pittsburgh & Lake Erie. 428 
pages, hard cover, 672 illustrations.  Only 
$30 plus $10 domestic postage. Ohio 
residents include $2.40 state sales tax for 
each volume. (*Non-US postage charged at 
actual cost.) 

GET BOTH VOLUMES FOR ONLY $49.00! 

(PLUS $10 DOMESTIC POSTAGE – OHIO RESIDENTS ADD $3.92 SALES TAX) 

NYCSHS	  Steam	  Locomotive	  Books	  
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Over this past year the NYCSHS has 
introduced several NYCS models for 
members and others.  This has been the 
beginning of a program to provide unique 
NYCS models that have not been 
introduced before.  Take a look at what we 
have offered and what is still available. 

 

The first of the NYCSHS offerings were two 
HO-scale MTH Pacemaker boxcars lettered 
for the NYCSHS and numbered for the year the 
Society was founded and for the release year. 
These were offered to members and non-
members with a discount for members. There 
are still a few available for purchase. (Photo 
by Noel Widdifield) 

 

 

This is the second model offered, and it was 
offered by TrueLine Trains with significant 
technical support from the Society.  The HO-
scale FM C-Liner was offered for members and 
non-members with a discount for members 
and a reduced pre-order price for both 
members and non-members.  It is no longer 
available for ordering. (Photos by TrueLine 
Trains) 

We are still working with TrueLine Trains 
to make sure these models are very 
authentic.  They are being offered in 

Lightning Stripe and Cigar Band versions. 
We are in the final rounds of detailed 
drawing review and will soon move on to 
3-D CAD drawings and then to a 3-D 
prototype.  Release is expected in the late 
spring of 2014. 

 

In response to many requests, the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee, worked with TrueLine 
Trains to develop a NYC 19000 caboose and it 
was offered as an HO-scale model with two in 
NYC livery, two in exclusive NYCSHS 
numbers, two in P&LE livery, and one in 
PMcK&Y livery.  These were offered at a pre-
order discount and a bigger discount for 
NYCSHS members. (Drawing by TrueLine 
Trains)  

We have sold over 650 of these cabooses 
and have taken almost 50 waiting list 
orders that may or may not be filled 
depending on the number finally 
manufactured.  These are expected to be 
released in late spring 2014. We hope to 
have them for the 2014 convention in 
Cleveland. 

 

These are the last models released so far this 
year. They are the all steel, self-cleaning, 
NYCS 55-Ton Panel Side Hoppers in two color 
schemes and four car numbers.  They are 
Accurail HO models.  They were available 
only to NYCSHS members. (Photo by 
Accurail) 

The	  NYCSHS	  Models	  Introduced	  This	  Year	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  as	  noted	  below	  the	  photo)	  	  	  	  
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The hoppers were released only to 
NYCSHS members to make them very 
exclusive models.  There were only a very 
limited number made in each version and 
they have almost completely sold out.  
There are less than 25 left for sale. 

So what is the NYCSHS modeling 
committee up to for the next release?  Well 
we can only tell you that you will be 
pleased.  We are continuing the release of 
HO-scale models because the vast majority 
of our modeling members model in that 
scale. 

But we are also currently exploring what 
might be done in O-scale and N-scale as 
they represent the next largest and third 
largest modeling scale for our members.  
The problem is the minimum number of 
models required to be ordered by the 
manufacturers.  In most cases this is a very 
large number so we would need to be sure 
that there would be sufficient interest by 
non-members in the model before we 
offered it in those scales. 

We learned a lot from the survey we took 
about the interest of our members in 
modeling.  The survey provided very good 
information about the scales and 
information needed to help with your 
modeling.  It also gave us some ideas 
about what you might want in the way of 
models. 

There are only a few of us on the 
committee who are willing to put in the 
time and effort to run a project to bring out 
a new model.  It takes a considerable 
amount of time and effort to run one of 
these projects.  We want to be sure that 
every model we release is as accurate and 
professionally done as we can make it and 
that takes dedicated individuals to lead 
and support the product project team. 

 Have you visited us on Facebook? 

 

 

We post many neat NYC photos on our 
Facebook page every week.  Many of our 
members and over 2000 other people see 
these photos and find out about the 
NYCSHS by joining us. 

Facebook is a great way to meet other 
people who have an interest in our great 
NYCS.  We are able to reach people who 
have never heard of the NYC and the 
NYCSHS. 

 

 

The	  NYCSHS	  Models	  Introduced	  This	  Year	  (Continued)	  
By	  Noel	  Widdifield	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  as	  noted	  below	  the	  photo)	  	  	  	  
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NYCSHS members Bob Keeler and Dennis 
Regan manned the NYCSHS information 
table at the St. Louis meet for the second 
year in a row.  We felt that this outing was 
even more positive than the last one.  John 
Golden, one of the meet organizers, was 
glad to see us back again and enthusiastic 
that the Society was now in a position to 
offer merchandise supporting prototype 
modeling through the “Shop to the 
Future” store. 

 
Right side of the NYCSHS information display 
at the 7th St Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet, Aug 2-3, 2013.  The main 
display board features Society-provided 
graphics and cover photos of the Book of 
Rules and safety publications used by Dennis 
Regan’s father in NYC train service.  In the 
foreground are sample Society merchandise, 
Society new member and renewal 
applications, information on the upcoming 
2014 Convention, and other information 
handouts. 
 
We reserved one table this year instead of 
the two tables we had last year, and we 
really filled it up with sample NYCSHS 
merchandise, informative flyers and Bob 
Keeler’s standout NYC models in multiple 
scales.  Underlying all this was Bob’s copy 
of an NYC S-1 motor engineering drawing 
from the Society drawing collection. 

 
Left side of the NYCSHS information display 
at the 7th St Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet, Aug 2-3, 2013.  Along with 
further samples of Society merchandise we 
featured Bob Keeler’s copy of the NYCSHS 
drawings catalog and a variety of Bob’s NYC 
models. 
Bob’s N-scale M-497 jet-propelled RDC-3 
posed on top of a photo of the real thing 
was a real conversation starter for several 
meet participants and allowed us to 
engage these folks in discussion of NYC 
research and development and technical 
advances.   

 
Close-up view of Bob Keeler’s N-scale NYC 
record-setting jet-powered RDC-3 M-497 in 
the NYCSHS information display at the 7th St. 
Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet, Aug 
2-3, 2013. 
At the other end of the scale spectrum, 
Bob’s G-scale NYC RS-3 was a standout as 
well and Bob was able to tell folks that he 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
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had a cab ride in the prototype of that 
exact unit.   

 
Close-up view of Bob Keeler’s detailed G-scale 
NYC Alco RS-3 8223 (NYC class DRS-6A) in 
the NYCSHS information display at the 7th St. 
Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet, Aug 
2-3, 2013. 
Bob also had his scratchbuilt G-scale 
model of Grasse River Railroad caboose 
71.  The Grasse River Railroad 
interchanged with the NYC in the 
Adirondacks where Bob grew up.  See the 
accompanying photos for more of Bob’s 
modeling handiwork. 

 
Close-up view of Bob Keeler’s fully detailed 
scratchbuilt G-scale model of Grasse River 
Railroad logging road caboose 71 in the 
NYCSHS information display at the 7th St. 
Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet, Aug 
2-3, 2013.  The Grasse River Railroad 
interchanged with the NYC in the Adirondack 
Mountains where Bob grew up. 

Other meet participants exhibited highly 
detailed models of NYC equipment and 
these can also be seen in the photos.  Great 
inspiration all around! 

 
HO-scale MDT refrigerator car 14024 
displayed by Stan Rydarowicz at his table 
adjoining the NYCSHS information display. 

 
Another view of the HO-scale MDT 
refrigerator car 14024 displayed by Stan 
Rydarowicz. 
 
We started off on a low note when the first 
visitor to our table said he used to be an 
NYCSHS member, but he quit because The 
Central Headlight was always late and 
“never had any good stuff in it.”  Bob and 
I really showed him all the advances the 
Society has made in recent years in the 
quality and timeliness of its publications 
and the new merchandising and modeling 
outreach.  He still stood firm against our 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  (Continued)	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
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enthusiastic outreach.  But things quickly 
got more positive as the meet went on. 

 
A view of sample Society merchandise, 
Society new member applications, 
information on the upcoming 2014 Con-
vention, and other information handouts in 
the NYCSHS information display at the show. 
 
For example, Dave Sieber who is a 
Western Pacific modeler conveyed his 
personal thanks to Noel Widdifield for the 
Society’s the NYCentral Modeler free 
Internet magazine.  Dave found it to be 
very helpful for his modeling of NYC 
freight interchange over the WP. 
 
We finally met Michael Ferris, the modeler 
who displayed beautiful models of NYC 
passenger motive power and equipment at 
last year’s St. Louis meet.  He is planning a 
layout featuring the NYC in Detroit in 
May/June 1964 and wanted to know 
more. We also told him that “The Tack 
Board” feature in the Central Headlight, 
annual conventions and the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group all offer the chance 
to ask questions about the NYC and get 
detailed, well-informed answers about 
NYC operations in Detroit.  While he is not 
yet an NYCSHS member, we gave him a 
rundown on the gems of Detroit 
information gleaned from the NYCSHS. 
 

Next we met Terry Albers, another 
potential member very interested in NYC 
operations in West Virginia.  We 
encouraged him to join the Society as well 
and we reminisced with him on how NYC 
RDCs once functioned as “school buses” in 
remote rural areas of West Virginia.  
Interest in the far-flung NYC continued to 
manifest itself as Lonnie Bathurst, another 
of the meet organizers, asked us if the 
Society had any photos of NYC operations 
in Litchfield, IL.  Once again, back issues 
of The Central Headlight came to mind and 
gave us a chance to recommend the 
Society’s comprehensive DVD of Central 
Headlight back issues.  We also told him 
that “The Tack Board” feature in the 
Central Headlight, annual conventions, and 
the NYCSHS Members Yahoo Group all 
offer the chance to ask questions about the 
NYC and get detailed, well-informed 
answers.   

 
Display copies of Volumes 1 and 2 of Steam 
Locomotives of the New York Central Lines 
in the NYCSHS information display.  In the 
foreground are Bob Keeler’s examples of the 
Alco and EMD freight power that ultimately 
replaced their steam counterparts described in 
these books. 
 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  (Continued)	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
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Later we wondered if we could post 
questions that we were being asked in 
these forums and then get back to the 
requesters with any answers, but in 
retrospect that really doesn’t seem to be 
very efficient, and it also short-circuits the 
motivation for folks to become Society 
members. 

 
Bob Keeler on duty and ready to “spread the 
good word” at the NYCSHS information 
display. 
A member of the Missouri Pacific 
Historical Society is finishing an article on 
MoPac Flexi-Van use begun by a now-
deceased MPHS member.  He told us that 
the MoPac had trailers but no railcars, so 
they used NYC Flexi-Van cars.  The 
original author had obtained a picture 
from the NYCSHS of a MoPac trailer on an 
NYC Flexi-Van car and had obtained 
permission for its use.  However the 
MPHS member finishing the article 
couldn’t verify this permission because the 
papers of the deceased author were 
destroyed after his death.  The MPHS 
member would like to contact an 
appropriate party in the NYCSHS to verify 
that permission was granted.  We couldn’t 
answer that one on the spot, so we’re 
passing it up-channel in this report. 
 
David Forbes of the C&EI Historical 
Society is personally interested in 

information on NYC Egyptian line 
operations in Southern Illinois.  We told 
him that we had seen several pictures in 
the Central Headlight with very informative 
captions that give a good insight into the 
WWII-era on that line.  Other information-
gathering forums provided by Society 
membership could also benefit him. 

 
Close-up view of John Golden’s HO-scale 
NYC Lot 591-G 50-foot mill gondola. John’s 
gondola was featured in a construction article 
in the 1st quarter 2012 issue of the Society’s the 
NYCentral Modeler. 
 
Jim Lewnard, a meet participant, showed 
us a reprint of a Southern Railway List of 
Industries, or Industrial Guide and inquired 
whether the Society has one of these 
guides for the NYC that might be 
available.  We didn’t have an answer for 
him, but we think that prototype modelers 
interested in creating realistic waybills for 
their railroads for modeled freight car 
loads destined to or from the NYCRR 
would be interested in such a resource. 
 
We tried to set up a laptop but ran into 
technical difficulties that prevented us 
from using it.  It would have helped us 
with questions we were asked on the cost 
of the Central Headlight back issues DVD 
and the non-member price of individual 
Central Headlight back issues. 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  (Continued)	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
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This meet draws participants from far and 
wide.  We had specific inquiries about the 
NYCRR from folks who live in 
Pennsylvania (e.g., about the line from 
Franklin, PA to Oil City, PA), Nevada, 
West Virginia, Ohio, and Illinois.  We 
concluded that a segment of prototype 
modelers have what may be a secondary, 
yet strong, interest in the New York 
Central Railroad.  Some of these people 
that we spoke to are members of multiple 
railroad historical societies. 

 
Close-up view of an HO-scale NYC standard 
heavyweight coach displayed by a 
participant. 
While nobody asked us, both Bob and I 
were wondering if the CDs of NYC steam 
locomotive engineering drawings (e.g., for 
the class NU 0-8-8-0) contain only one 
drawing or are there multiple drawings 
for each class on each CD.  The 
information that we had on hand didn’t 
give us that answer. 
 
We believe that we really drew people’s 
attention to our table again this year by 
displaying models of “exotic” NYC 
equipment like the record-setting jet-
powered RDC-3 along with a photo of the 
prototype.  We feel this type of uncommon 
model subject is more likely to attract 
people to stop at the table compared to say 
a model of one of the NYC’s vast fleet of 

coal hoppers.  We could then engage them 
in conversation about that prototype and 
then branch out to explore their other NYC 
interests.  This “attention-getting” quality 
also seems to extend to large-scale models, 
which really stand out when the vast 
majority of models on the exhibition tables 
are in HO-scale. 

 
Close-up view of HO-scale Conrail transfer 
caboose 18467 displayed by a participant at 
the 7th St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers 
Meet, Aug 2-3, 2013.  She has apparently seen 
lots of hard use since her NYC days. 
Once again, we used the back issues of the 
Central Headlight that you provided us last 
year to give as complimentary copies to 
people who showed serious interest in the 
NYCSHS.  We will continue doing this at 
succeeding meets until our current supply 
runs out. 
 
The copies of Steam Locomotives of the New 
York Central Lines, Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 were 
prominently displayed on the door prize 
table at the conclusion of the meet.  One of 
the gentlemen who we had talked to 
earlier at the meet selected one of the 
volumes as his prize then personally 
sought us out to thank the Society for 
making the book available. 
 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  (Continued)	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
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We created some simple flyers directing 
interested persons to the NYCSHS 
website.  At least one of these was picked 
up by somebody we didn’t talk to, 
hopefully for follow-up.  Several people 
we talked to said they have visited the 
Society’s web page and the NYCentral 
Modeler e-zine. 
 
We think that we will print out a “catalog” 
of the offerings at the “Shop to the Future” 
store for future meets in case we have 
laptop difficulties again. 

 
Although not modeled in NYC colors, the Rock 
Island version of the former NYC General 
Motors Aerotrain was running in HO-scale. 

 
Bob and I are pretty enthusiastic about the 
potential results for the Society from this 
year’s St. Louis meet.  We handed out 

eleven new membership applications 
(more than double the count from last 
year).  Two membership renewal forms 
were picked up (none were picked up last 
year).  General interest in the NYCSHS 
seemed to be stronger than last year.  We 
were wondering if we could get feedback 
on whether anyone joined the Society as a 
new member as a result of this meet.  Both 
of our names are in the “referred by” 
section of the new membership 
applications we handed out.   

 
A view of the rear observation car on the Auto 
Train.  An example of some of the fine 
modeling at the event. 

 
HO-scale P&LE boxcar 83621 displayed 
by a participant. 
 
Bob and I really enjoyed talking up the 
NYCSHS and the New York Central with 
our visitors.  We hope it pays off in 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  (Continued)	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
	  

Another 
view of an 
extra-long 
HO-scale 
General 
Motors 
Aerotrain 
arriving at 
a station.	  
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increased interest in the Society and new 
memberships.  We thank you, Dave 
Mackay, Jim Suhs, and anyone else 
“behind the scenes” who gave time and 
effort to support us in making our 
participation an enjoyable undertaking.  I 
talked to John Golden as the meet ended 
and asked if there will be another one next 
year.  It looks like there indeed will be 
another St. Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet.  We hope to be there. 
 
Bob Keeler’s Models 

 
Overview of Bob Keeler’s NYC S-1 motor 
engineering drawing from the Society files and 
his models in the NYCSHS information 
display. 
 

 
Another view of Bob Keeler’s NYC S-1 
motor engineering drawing from the 
Society files and his models. 

 

 
Bob Keeler at the NYCSHS information 
display describing the work he did on one of 
his HO-scale freight locomotives.  Note that 
our visitor is wearing a ”Red Team” shirt, but 
we can assure everyone he is also an avid 
“Green Team” fan of the NYC in 
Pennsylvania. 

 
Close-up of Bob Keeler’s EMD SW-1 650 (NYC 
class DES-6G), Alco RS-32 8026 (NYC class 
DRS-12A), EMD GP-35 6129 (NYC class DRS-
14B), and EMD GP-20 6104 (NYC class DRS-
11A) HO-scale locomotives. 
 
Bob is an avid NYC modeler and he 
shared his models with the attendees at 
the show.  These models were of great 
interest to many of those at the meet. 
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Another close-up view of Bob Keeler’s N-scale 
NYC record-setting, jet-powered RDC-3 M-
497. 

For more information about the 7th St. Louis 
Prototype Modelers Meet or about the 
Prototype Modelers organization, check it out 
at: 

http://icg.home.mindspring.com/rpm/stl
rpm.htm 

 

 

With a black nose that was curiously 
reminiscent of Carl Kantola's 1934 
Commodore Vanderbilt streamlining of J-1e 
5344, jet-powered M-497 looked up to the task 
of approaching a speed of 200 mph. (Photo 
from Donald C. Wetzel/NYCSHS Collection) 

Do you have your 55-ton panel side 
NYC hopper? 

These are exclusive only to 
NYCSHS members.  They are 

uniquely numbered and accurately 
painted and lettered. 

We have sold all but 21, so if you 
are a member and want one, you 

better go to our store and order one 
or more today. 

 

 
Label for the hopper. 

Go to www.NYCSHS.net to order 
today.  Don’t miss out on these 

exclusive models from the 
NYCSHS. 

 
A shot of the real NYC 55-ton panel side, all-

steel hopper for comparison. 

7th	  St.	  Louis	  Railroad	  Prototype	  Modelers	  Meet	  (Continued)	  
Dennis	  Regan	  &	  Bob	  Keeler	  Attending,	  Article	  by	  Dennis	  (Photos	  by	  both	  members)	  	  	  	  
	  



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 75	  

 

 

 

Now is the time for you to begin to plan 
for the 2014 NYCSHS Annual 
Convention.  Planning has been 
underway for several months and the 
committee is making great progress 
towards making this one of the greatest 
Conventions yet. 

Details of all the events are still being 
put in place, but the major tour has been 
set up to allow all attendees at the 
Convention to tour "The Age Of Steam 
Roundhouse".  http://www.ageofsteamro
undhouse.com/ 

 

Photo from "The Age Of Steam Roundhouse" 
website 

Schedule 
Friday, April 25, 2014 

• Registration 
• Train Show 
• Archive Open House 
• Layout Tours (Self-Guided) 
• Model Displays 
• Silent Auction 
• Evening Speakers 

Saturday, April 26, 2014 
• Tour Age of Steam Roundhouse 
• Annual Banquet 
• Keynote Speaker 
• Members Meeting 

Sunday, April 27, 2014 
• Brunch at Berea Union Terminal 
• Ride the AC&J Excursion Train 
• Tour Historic Jefferson Depot 

Disclaimer: The schedule is the best the committee 
understands at this time and could change by the time of 
the convention due to factors beyond the control of the 
NYCSHS. 
As more details emerge they will be posted 
here on the NYCSHS 2014 Convention 
page.  We will begin to take reservations 
for the Convention soon.  You may make 
reservations at the convention hotel now. 
Hotel rooms are $99.00 plus about 16% 
Ohio tax for single, double or king 
rooms. Holiday Inn Cleveland-S 
Independence. 
http://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/
us/en/independence/clein/hoteldetail. 
Mention NYCSHS when you make the 
reservations. 1-(877) 865-6578 

2014	  NYCSHS	  Cleveland,	  OH	  Convention	  	  
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Charles’ finished NYC EMD NW-5 that he 
scratchbuilt for his railroad.  He reminds us 
that it is not prototypical but is “plausible”.  
Sometimes it is fun to go beyond the “real 
thing”. (EMD only sold 13 of these. None to 
NYC. Ten to GN, 2 to UBofD and one to 
Southern. – Editor.) 

 

This is a drawing by Stan Lytle of an EMD 
NW-5. They were sold to only three railroads 
and the NYC wasn’t one of them. (Drawing by 
Stan Lytle and used with his permission) 

I always wanted an EMD NW-5 switcher 
but could not afford the steep price tag of 
a brass model since none are available in 
plastic -- so, I made my own. 

The switcher is not prototypical but is 
plausible in that it is something 

EMD could have built and, as such, very 
likely that the NYC would have bought at 
least one. The idea here was to achieve 
what Allen McClelland would call the 
good enough effect. 

I started the project in an unusual manner. 
I did not strive to match exact dimensions 
since the hood doors on the long and short 
hoods may not have been an exact match 
for those on an NW-5 locomotive. Instead, 
I chose a convenient location so that all 
doors used would be full doors without 
the need for filing, sanding, and replacing. 
The short hood, rear cabin wall, and front 
half of the metal frame are from a second 
Athearn switcher. 

The body shell was assembled first, taking 
care to make oversized cuts so that any 
squaring of the cut lines could be made by 
rubbing the cut edges over sandpaper 
attached to a 12-inch square glass sample I 
had on hand. Squadron green or auto 
body red filler was used to patch any 
minor imperfections and care was taken to 
stagger cut joints to strengthen the overall 
completed body shell. 

New wire handrails were made from 
music wire left over when I changed 
strings on my guitar, supported by GP-9 
Athearn stanchions. The bent wire grabs 
are Details Associates parts as is the hood-
mounted bell, coupler lift bars, and 
eyebolts used to attach these. 

The metal frame was purposely cut to 
have the joint in the tank in another 
location from that in the combined body 
shells. Exact location is not important but 
allowing enough "meat" in each tank 
section for the next step is critical. The cut 
tank faces were squared in much the same 
way as the body shell parts by sanding on 
a glass plate. The exposed inside faces 
were then drilled with slightly oversize 
holes that would allow for machine bolts 
with the heads cut off to be used as splice 
reinforcing when held in place by 5-
minute epoxy. 

Scratchbuilding	  a	  “NYC”	  EMD	  NW-‐5	  
By	  Charles	  Carter	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Charles)	  	  	  	  
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Once the adhesive is applied and the 
frame halves sandwiched together, I laid 
the two parts together in the correct 
orientation on waxed paper taped to the 
same piece of glass that was used earlier 
for sanding parts. Alignment was checked 
with a metal ruler to ensure that both tank 
ends were straight and the glass beneath 
the parts ensured the tank halves laid flat. 

Epoxy would be used to fill in any voids 
after the initial application of adhesive set 
and some was bound to run out of the 
joint anyway, so I was not overly 
concerned. 

Once the epoxy thoroughly set up (I 
allowed it to set overnight), I could then 
sand and fill any lumps or voids in the 
combined frame halves using the same 
five minute epoxy until I was satisfied 
with the joint. 

Holes were then drilled in the hoods for 
the bent wire grabs and in the walkway 
edge for the railing stanchions, in the hood 
for the bell casting, and in the pilots for the 
coupler lift hardware. 

Next came the can motor and flywheels. 
An A-Line precision can motor was 
installed over a short section of Plastruct 
3/4" I beam leaving room at each end for 
the 5/8" flywheels. All of this was held in 
place using clear silicone sealant. (For 
those who cannot stand the smell of 
silicone curing, buy aquarium sealant -- it 
is the same thing without the smell). 

For additional weight, and to quiet the 
assembly, I "buttered" a mix of silicone 
sealant and birdshot into recesses and 
cavities inside the body shell where stick-
on weights could not be applied, and to 
secure short sections of brass tubing 
behind each headlight that would later 

hold the Miniatronics miniature 12V 
lamps. 

While this set up, I wired the motor 
independent of the chassis frame, wired 
the headlights parallel with the motor 
wiring, and added KD couplers at each 
end. 

Next came the boiler housing for the short 
hood. Unable to locate a kit for these parts 
that was in supply at the time, I cut a 
section from an older Athearn F-7 body 
shell, filed it thinner along the underside, 
and glued it on top of the short hood. It 
was not what I wanted to use but again, it 
was what I had on hand. 

I painted the unit in the NYC lightning 
stripe scheme, which was patterned after 
their ALCO RS-1 locomotives as shown in 
the NYC diesel book that I have. The 
important thing here is to use gloss paint 
so that decals will sit flat without air 
bubbles forming, use a good decal-setting 
agent, and carefully wick up excess 
moisture. It is okay to cut apart long 
sections of decals if that makes installation 
easier especially around grab irons and 
pilot details. I measure and cut slits on a 
dry decal and then attempted to fit after 
wet. (Yes, it would have been easier to 
install the details after the decals were 
applied, but I only had one set left and did 
not want to damage it with an errant drill). 

The building behind the engine in the 
photo was an AHM Rico station cut down 
the center of the roofline and opened like a 
book to give me a combined passenger 
and freight station all in one. While not 
prototypical, it has the "character" that I 
was looking for to fill a space above my 
work sink, where the photo was taken. 

 

Scratchbuilding	  a	  “NYC”	  EMD	  NW-‐5	  	  (Continued)	  
By	  Charles	  Carter	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Photos	  by	  Charles)	  	  	  	  
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Photo Section         
The Observation Car    

Kyle Coble’s Big Four Boxcars     

 

Victor Roman’s Maiden Lane Bridge 

           

Vic’s bridge was kitbashed to save some time.  It is just one of the many great structures you will see 
in next month’s article by Vic on his Hudson Division layout. Vic’s layout has been featured recently 
in Model Railroader magazine. (Photo by Victor) 

As we promised in the article, this is a large version of the photo showing Kyle’s three scratchbuilt 
boxcars on the left and his 3-D printed one on the right.  They all look great, but that one on the 
right tells us that 3-D printing for modelers is a big plus for the future of scratchbuilding. (Photos 
by Kyle) 



	  

NYCentral Modeler  4th Quarter 2013 79	  

Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

Seth Gartner’s Minerva Yard 

 

Seth’s article next month will take you through the area developed to haul the coal from the hills of 
Ohio to the cities that used that coal and served to send it on to the manufacturers who needed it to 
expand and provide many of the products that fueled the economy of the region for many years. 
(Photo by Seth) 
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Photo Section 
The Observation Car    

More Photos from the 2013 NYCSHS Convention 

 

Dave Mackay explains a point after his modeling presentation.   Noel is selling one of the NYCSHS shirts at the booth. 

      

Attendees at the Harmon shops.            A view of the bridge at Poughkeepsie. 

  (All photos on this page provided by Noel Widdifield) 
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If you have read this edition of the NYCentral Modeler, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the fine modelers out there in our membership.  
You also should have been impressed with all of the things we are 
doing to help you model the NYCS. 

We really do need your help to keep all of this going.  A lot of work is 
being done by very few members right now.  We have needs for 
articles and photos for this magazine.  We have needs for help on the 
Modeling Committee.  We need some people to work with us on the 
Membership Committee.  I could use some help working on the 
NYCSHS Facebook page, the NYCSHS website, and the NYCSHS 
Members Yahoo Group site. 

I know you are busy. We all are busy, but all it takes is a few hours a 
month to help us out.  People who are just as busy as you are doing all 
of this.  They just believe that the Society is a priority to them. 

Why not join the fun and excitement of involvement in something that 
is really worthwhile.  Just do it!!! 

Watch the website www.nycshs.org, for more information and 
updates. For questions and inquiries, contact Noel Widdifield at 
NYCBigFour@comcast.net 

As we travel through the fall, the NYCHS would very much like to 
include an article by you in the next issue that will be released in the 
Jan. 2014 edition.  You should be doing a lot more of model railroading 
during the fall months, and we know that you will be building models 
and running your railroads because you will be spending most of your 
time indoors. If you are building things for your railroad or running 
your trains, this would be a good time to take some photos and do an 
article for us.  Even if you don’t feel you can write an article, just send 
us some photos of your layout.  We need them for all of our 
publications, but to make the next one, send them to us by Dec. 1, 2013.   

Contact me at NYCBigFour@comcast.net       

Thanks, Noel 

Are You Helping the NYCSHS Improve?  
   Preview Of 1st 

Quarter 2014 
issue 

 

Seth Gartner’s NYC 
Alliance Branch shows us a 
part of the NYC that many 

are unaware existed.  A 
branch coal line set among 

the small towns and cities of 
Ohio. See it in the next issue. 

The next issue will an article and 
lots of photos from Victor Roman’s 

wonderful NYC layout. 

Also expect to see an article in Ron 
Parisi’s excellent modeling series. 

Ron has been out of commission for a 
couple of months but we should have 

him back for this coming issue. 
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Look for another 
building drawing 

from Manuel Duran-
Duran in the Jan 

2014 edition. 

   




